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··c0LD" 
OuR Lord and Master, our Saviour, Son of God, is well known 

to us in the love that makes Him known in the intimacy that loves to 
make us intimate, yet in the adoration and the reverence that will be our 
eternal delight, there will remain a distance, infinite and eternal, between 
all the creature can apprehend of the worth of Jesus, the Virgin Son, 
the Nazarene, the Son of God, as so revealed to us, and the glory that 
is properly and essentially His as known to God alone. . . . There 
is that both in the life and death of Chtist which God alone can 
comprehend. Our part is to stand with unshod feet and adoring hearts, 
as we gaze on this "Great Mystery," God manifest in the flesh, not 
attempting to define what is indefinable, or gauge what is in
comprehensible to creature minds. 

E. CROSS. 

BELOVED in the Lord. May I have a few words with you 
on a theme which is dear to both our hearts, viz., the Person 
and glory of our peerless Saviour. We may not see eye to 
eye in all things, but as redeemed by His grace we are of 
one mind concerning the Person and glory of our adorable 
Lord. He subsists God over all, and is saluted by the Father 
as such in the words, " Thy throne O God, is for ever and 
ever." Having part in Deity, all that belongs to it is His 
both in nature and character, and all the glorious attributes 
which find their centre there. How blessed to see this in 
One Who draws near to us as the most gracious and accessible 
of men. 

Eternity, Omnipotence, Omniscience, arid Omnipresence 
are all there, and may be distinguished in thought from 
His love. It is this latter which brings in redemption and 
the· full display of Himself, laying bare the deeper depths 
of the heart of God and bringing out into display every ray 
of the divine glory. The marvel of it all is that Deity should 
be expressed through Humanity-the eternal Son become 
incarnate so as to be the full revelation of God. 
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It may be permissible to speak of His glories in a threefold 
way, viz., Personal, Official, and Moral. These shine out 
everywhere in Scripture ; each in its place, and all linked 
together in His adorable Person. Read it as we may ; 
historically, prophetically, or typically, the glory of the Son 
lights up the whole moral scenery, and stamps its impress 
upon all. In the typology of Scripture it would seem as if 
our God had, in consideration for our creature minds, 
reached out to every part of His creation for figures by which 
He could bring home to us the glories of His Son. The 
Animal, the Vegetable, and the Mineral kingdoms are all 
drawn upon with this end in view, and a most delightful 
study it is for the heart that loves Him to trace them 
out. 

You will recall that the characteristic garment called 
the Ephod was made of gold, blue, scarlet, and fine twined 
linen with cunning work, or the work of a designer. God 
had more before Him in this than mere beautiful vestments, 
pleasing to the natural taste. The moral qualities underlying 
these things were not to be found in Aaron or in any of his 
posterity. They illustrate what is to be found in our Great 
High Priest who is now at the right hand of God and who 
has given expression to these things in His life here upon 
earth. The Holy Spirit, the Inspirer of Scripture is the 
cunning or skilful designer who has through the four 
Evangelists, and in accord with their apprehension, given us 
the record of the outcoming of these precious things. They 
were all perfectly blended in the Man Christ Jesus, and, like 
the intertwinings of each in the priestly garment, came out 
here in glorious perfection in every moment of His life 
among men. 

Gold has been constantly defined by the most saintly 
teachers as indicating "divine righteousness." This would 
convey something of the moral character of God ; showing 
that in this world in the presence of man's need God has been 
set forth in all the goodness of His heart as meeting that 
need. In saying so we refer to what He is in His dealings 
with moral, intelligent creatures, as distinguished from the 
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working of His power and wonders in the physical creation. 
In this latter there is a marvellous display of power, but 
in the former there comes out the expression of His heart 
among those He has created-moral, intelligent beings. 
Indeed, it was because of this the physical creation came 
forth. God being a Spirit, what He does must have moral 
reasons lying behind. The creation of this planet was, as 
we know, that there might be a platform for the working out 
of the counsels of eternity. Many New Testament Scriptures 
show this, and, indeed, John's gospel begins with Him before 
creation. 

Gold is also said to be " the emblem of that which is 
divine, of the divine nature, excellence, and glory." This 
scripture abundantly bears out-" In Thy temple every 
whit utters glory." And when we reflect, that in the holiest 
there was nothing to be seen but gold, we can understand 
this. God is the Father of glory, and this must eventually 
fill every part of the creation. In the consummation of His 
ways sin shall be removed and glory shall fill both heaven 
and earth. '' God shall shine in light divine and glory never 
fading." " Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." 

We find again and again in the Old Testament the glory 
of the Lord made visible, so to speak, in panoramk display. 
This has been far, far surpassed in the coming of Christ 
into the world. Here all is moral and to faith. He veiled 
His glory, coming in a body of flesh, but nevertheless, there 
God came forth and the earth has shone with His glory 
(Ezek. xliii. 2). "We beheld His glory," says John, "the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth" (John i. 14). It is the working of divine power, 
not in judgment but in mercy in the midst of a world of 
sinful men. 

"I will, be thou clean," shows the presence of both 
power and love in a world where both are much in need. 
And when one who had been afflicted with demons, on 
being relieved "besought Him that he might be with Him," 
He said, " Return to thine own house and show how great 
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things God hath done unto thee," we learn Who it is that 
is here-Immanuel, God with us. Peter falls at His feet 
as he beholds in that wonderful Man power over the creatures 
of the deep, and Thomas confesses Him his Lord and God as 
he finds himself searched through by his risen Master. And 
about the same time and in words not often noted in this 
connection, His glory as life-giver shines forth. " If I 
WILL that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? " How 
blessed to be permitted with adoring hearts thus to trace 
His glorious perfections. See, too, His prescience at this 
scene on the seaside. Peter had, a little while before, spoken 
of following Him to death. Here the Lord lays out for him 
his service, telling him he would eventually be called upon 
to make good his promise of dying for his Master and Lord. 
Should we not say like the Psalmist, "My meditation of Him 
shall be sweet." Another has said, " I speak of the things 
which I have made concerning the King .... Thou art 
fairer than the children of men : grace is poured into Thy 
lips : therefore God hath blessed Thee for ever." 

But there is more. He is in the scene of man's need, 
both physical and moral. He heals all manner of disease : 
He raises the dead. " Disease and death and demon all 
flee before His word." It is the display of God, but not 
as a mei:e creature would display himself. Here all comes 
out in relation to felt need. He turns water into wine to 
meet the need of the moment, and in another place, makes 
the waters of the sea a pathway to reach His own in need. 
Creation bows before Him and renders Him her service both 
in His teaching and in His working. Birds, beasts, fishes 
-the air, the earth, the sea, all render their quota in obedience 
to Him, and in relation to His moral, intelligent creature 
whose state was the result of his departure from Him. Such 
is the shining forth of the gold of the divine nature, albeit 
through a human veil, and in the poorest circumstances. 

It may be remarked that the unity and variety of glories 
in our Lord are seen in any one of the Gospels. Matthew 
may be spoken of as giving prominence to the Jewish or 
Messianic side, which is shadowed forth in the scarlet. There 
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He is seen as a " Minister of the circumcision for the truth 
of God to confirm the promises made to the Fathers." The 
words "Son of David" occur there many times. Along 
with that, however, the gold may be traced on every page; 
indeed, in the very first chapter it cannot be hid. " Thou 
shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people 
from their sins." How beautiful that the Old and New 
Testaments are linked up in His Person : for here the Virgin's 
Son is God : and glory on glory is piled up as we enter the 
next chapter and read the passage taken from Micah v., 
which in its original setting shows His goings forth to have 
been from of old, from everlasting. To such an One the 
Father bears witness in the following chapter: "This is My 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 

But note His words. There is new teaching and it is 
spoken with authority. Take that which is known as the 
Sermon on the Mount ! Surely if there is Divinity through 
Humanity it is here. {The taunt had in all probability been 
thrown at Him," He is destroying the law and the prophets.") 
" Think not that I am come to destroy. . . . I am not come to 
destroy but to fulfil." Again and again He says in this 
discourse, " Ye have heard that it hath been said. . . . But 
I say." Who is it that speaks thus and deals with the holy 
word like this? Ah; He is its Author. Here He is enlarg
ing and bringing out the spiritual teaching of the law as He 
only knew it. As the Revealer and Revelation of God He is 
opening the whole moral arena and putting man on a footing 
which is the fruit and necessity of His incarnation. It is not 
now a question of material blessing following faithfulness, 
nor governmental judgment on the body merely, for sin. 
Heaven and eternity are coming into view, hence the inner 
motives of the soul are laid bare. Why all this? God is 
speaking in His Son. The law came by Moses but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

He commands attention. " Him shall ye hear " (Acts 
vii. 37.) He taught them as One that had authority and 
not as the scribes. " I will." " If I will." " I go." " And 
if I go . . . I will come again." " Search the Scriptures 
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. they are they which testify of Me." "Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." 
Thus we may trace the perfect and unfettered working of God 
the Son among men. Supreme power working in goodness 
which could not be hindered, and which would even make 
the opposition a means of its outflow. The very fact of 
opposition to all this proves the fallen state of man. " They 
found fault." "They watched." "They sought false wit
neslies against HIM." "They crucified." What a witness 
to man's state under the power of Satan ! In Isaiah He is 
"cut off out of the land of the living." And again, in Daniel 
He is cut off, having nothing. In the New Testament His 
life is taken f;-om the earth. In the midst of His ministry 
on the east of the lake of Galilee they besought Him to depart. 
At Jerusalem they sent the officers to apprehend Him, and 
at the end they succeeded in putting Him to death. 

He did not go, however, till His time came. Put out of 
man's world, He creates a world of His own. He gathers 
round Himself a company which is destined to enlarge till 
it fills the creation of God. So He has something He can 
call His own. " I will build My Assembly." And again, 
"Jesus having loved His own which were in the world." 
He had brought the Fatfi.er's love here and all the Father's 
counsels of blessing ; He, and He alone, can make room for 
these in the hearts of men. In that way He (orms a vessel, 
or in other words, a bottle to hold the new wine. We thus see 
that the incarnation of the Son of God brings to light two 
great truths of cardinal importance, viz., the world will 
not have God come into it in grace. He will take a 
company out of it and make known among these the deepest 
thoughts of the heart of God. But this recalls another 
thought of the gold. You remember the vessels of the 
sanctuary while being carried through the desert were covered 
by various kinds of cloths. In certain cases the outer 
covering was badgers' skins. This surely brings out more of 
the grandeur of that holy life upon the earth. Badgers' 
skins signify that which repels ; and beautifully illustrates 
the repellant power of divine holiness which was ever 
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uppermost in-our Lord. The most gracious and tender-of all 
wherever need was found, at the same time wherever evil 
showed itself it was repelled. A moment's reflection on this 
will show that it could not be otherwise. Man's state was 
such that not only was he unwilling, but he was unable. 
He neither would nor could bow to Christ. As a sinner 
he simply cannot please GOD. There was therefore bound 
to be collision between the Holy One and fallen man. He 
could not leave the place of obedience. As soon could the 
blessed God be dethroned as Jesus depart from holiness and 
righteousness. "I am come to send fire on the earth." 
But on ·which side is the supremacy? This admits of but 
one answer. On the side of Jesus who is Lord of all. Look 
at Him in an atmosphere of murder ; see Him in Matt. xii., 
when they go out and hold a council to put Him to death. 
Was He afraid? Did He yield because of the fear of man? 
Never once. On the contrary He told each and every class 
the truth of their position. Who ever used such scathing 
denunciation in words? "Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites." Again, "fools and blind." And 
again, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the judgment of hell? " 

Into Jerusalem He rode, and was acclaimed King by the 
people a week before the cross. He acts as Lord, cleanses 
the temple ; curses the fig tree ; meets and silences each 
different class of questioners, then asks his question which 
no one can answer. Then in that solemn chapter, Matthew 
xxiii., He has the last words. This is unequalled for words 
of scathing judgment. He had taught His own to be wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves. Here, He Who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, in words of wisdom causes those who 
are seeking His death to pronounce their own doom (Matt. 
xxi. 33-46). He had taught : " Give not that which is holy 
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine." 
In His dealings with reprobate and apostate Jews, He hides 
His teaching in parables, and in certain cases with the Gentile 
He utters not a word. Pilate said, " Speakest Thou not unto 
me ? " And the miserable Herod, who wanted an entertain
ment, is left without the answer of one word. 
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But to go back. When He is in the temple, they bring a 
poor woman taken in sin, seeking to make Him the executor 
of the law. Here He shines like the sun in his splendour, 
" and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof." Being 
convicted by their own conscience they went out one by one. 
Like the scene at His arrest, as soon as He said unto them 
" I am He-,'' they went backward and fell to the ground. 
But view Him still in this eighth of John among the leaders 
of Jerusalem, '' I am the Light of the world : he that followeth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life." "Ye are from beneath, I am from above .... Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do." 

In the spittle and clay of John ix. we see the Son incarnate 
brought into touch with human need, and that need met in 
the apprehension of Him as the "Sent One." They meet 
afterwards-the Shepherd and the sheep, both cast out by 
the apostate leaders ; the man to taste the fuller blessing, and 
the Lord to receive fuller praise. In spite of three attempts 
to kill Him, seen in John v. 16, viii. 59, and x. 31, He has 
His sheep and they know Him and He is everything to 
them. To them it is given to see beneath the badgers' 
skins and contemplate the gold. " He that seeth the Son 
and believeth on Him may have eternal life." Outwardly 
they are hounding Him to death, inwardly He is carrying out 
the counsels of His Father's heart. 

But we mu!?t gather up the fragments that nothing may 
be lost. He, as we have said, is forming a vessel to contain 
all ; and whether we enter into it or not, depend upon it, 
the Divine thought is, that all that came out in that holy life 
shall aQide for eternity. How sweet the thought. God is 
a living God, and He will have living vessels, witnesses of 
the potential life of His blessed Son in humiliation on the 
earth. To them it was given to see the exquisite beauty of 
His Person ; what He did, and how He did it, and to hear 
the wonderful communications which fell from His blessed 
lips, and what was given to them is perpetuated in the assembly 
by the Holy Ghost. " Blessed are the eyes which see the 



"GOLD" 9 

things that ye see: For I tell you that many prophets and 
~ings have desired to see those things which ye see and have 
not seen them ; and to hear those things which ye hear and 
have not heard them." 

But what did they see ? They shall tell us. " We 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth." This is His own unique 
place as the Son into whose hands all things are put. The 
Baptist speaks of seeing His sacrificial glory in the words, 
" Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world." And Peter of official display: "Eye witnesses 
of His majesty." The scene on the holy Mount referred 
to here reminds us of the beautiful words of Isa. xxxiii., 
"Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty," and carries 
far into the transcending blessedness of the favour showered 
upon His own. They heard also, "For He received from 
God the Father, honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to Him from the excellent glory, 'This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.' " 

But again. What did they hear? His gracious voice 
first of all speaking peace to their weary hearts. Then the 
call to follow Him. They heard His voice command the 
demons, and bid the storm to cease, and in a moment of fear 
it comes across the waves, saying, " Be of good cheer : it is I ; 
be not afraid.'' They heard Him again and again silence 
those who would oppose, and more than all, they heard His 
blessed communings with His Father, and saw the heavens 
opened and heard the Father's voice in unison with His. 

" Hast thou heard Him, seen Him, known Him ? 
Is not thine a ravished heart ? · 

Chief among ten thousand, own Him, 
Gladly choose the better part." 

What must it have been that drew the poor sinful woman 
to His feet in the Pharisee's house? or caused the Samaritan 
woman to leave her waterpot and go into the town to tell 
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of Him ?-that caused the centurion to say, "I am not worthy 
that Thou shouldest come under my roof? " Or again, what 
caused James and John to leave their father in the ship with 
the hired servant and go after Him ? What caused Peter to 
leave his best haul of fish and follow Him ?- Surely the eyes 
of all these must have been opened to see beneath the badgers' 
skins the shining of the gold. There is in these surely ample 
proof of the divine attraction that was in the Person of that 
glorious Man. We should note, too, although it has been 
already touched, that God being here in a bodily condition, 
men's bodies came in for healing. In truth it was the Jubilee, 
the acceptable year of the Lord. " But that ye may know that 
the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins. . . I say 
unto thee, arise and take up thy bed and walk." What a day 
it must have been when it was said, "The blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them ! " The child of twelve, a few 
hours dead, is raised, and the young man whose body was on 
the way to the tomb : lastly, Lazarus is brought forth from 
the grave after having been there four days. The death 
of the brother and the sorrow of the sisters creates the 
position for the glory of the Son of God to shine out 
(John xi. 4-40). 



PART II 

IF we have followed thus far it will easily be understood 
that the death of Christ was a voluntary act on His part. 
"I lay down My life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself." "The Son 
of God," says the Apostle, "loved me and gave Himself 
for me." Death and demons had already bowed to His 
supreme voice. "Destruction and death say, 'We have 
heard the fame thereof with our ears.'" (Job xxviii. 22.) 
But He became Man in view of·the suffering of death that 
the power of Satan in his last stronghold might be broken. 
His mighty voice had called others back from death, in their 
case back to the life they were in before, but He laid down that 
life for ever, going into death to break the enemy's power 
and come forth in a new order of life-a state of Manhood 
which is to abide for eternity. " 0 death, I will be thy 
plagues : 0 grave, I will be thy destruction.'' In the Gospels, 
Matthew and Mark record the awful cry of abandonment 
on the Cross ; in Luke this is not given, but the intensity 
of the agony in the garden shown. In John all this is left 
out. There His death is spoken of as going to the Father. 

But He had said, " If ye shall see the Son of Man ascend 
up where He was before.'' This earth is for flesh and blood 
life, not for the resurrection state. We are reminded, therefore, 
that " He that descendeth is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens that He might fill all things." This 
leads to another scene, to contemplate His glory there ; and 
recalls another most important thought of the gold as seen 
in the types. It was to be moulded as coming through 
the fire, and to be of beaten work as coming under the hammer 
(Exod. xxv. 12-18 and xxxix. 3-9). How vividly do these 
two thoughts bring out the sufferings of our adorable Lord 
in His atoning work upon the Cross. Joseph reached the 
position of supreme administrator .in Egypt by the way of 
the pit and the prison ; David the throne, after being hunted 
as a partridge on the mountains. Jesus Christ our adorable 
Lord takes His place at the right hand of the Majesty on 
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high as a result of the path of humiliation, the agony of 
Gethsemane, and the abandonment of the Cross. 

This brings us to one of the most important truths of 
Scripture. A Man in heaven in the very centre of the glory 
of God. Pause a moment and meditate on Him there as 
the answer to the beaten gold of the Cherubim, where the 
glory cloud dwelt. It is one thing to see power and goodness 
in the place of the creature's need and another thing to see 
all that power and goodness in its own home of rest where 
there can be no need. This is for us now the Holy of Holies 
where, 

" Glory bright and fair, 
Shines with celestial beam ; 

For He who suffered once is there, 
Its centre and its theme." 

Let us draw near and in the faith of our souls " see this 
great sight," for it is ours to behold the blessed reality of 
that which the prophet Ezekiel beheld in anticipatory vision. 
"A Man above upon the throne." There we see Him 
crowned with glory, the centre of heaven's delight, before 
whom Cherubim and Seraphim with angelic hosts bow in 
adoration and praise. He is an object to fill and satisfy the 
heart. Ponder it my soul ! Draw near in the grace and 
power of God the Holy Ghost and feast on the beauties and 
perfections of Him "whose countenance is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars ! Whose mouth is most sw.eet : yea, 
who is altogether lovely." God has been glorified in the Son 
of Man, and now He is glorified in God. The public display 
of the glory awaits the great millennial day, but God will 
not wait till then to give His blessed answer to the work of 
His Son. Christ is glorified in God. There all that God is 
may be read. His nature and being in love harmonised 
with His character in righteousness and holiness. God's 
counsel fulfilled in having Man in His presence in the highest 
place. He is there to the delight of the heart of God, and, 
thank God, the object of faith to fill and satisfy the hearts 
of His own. What indescribable heights of peace and joy 
possess the heart while engaged with Him, the Man of God's 



"GOLD ' 1 13 

delight in the place of supreme glory. God perfectly 
expressed and man supremely blest, and the Man who has 
accomplished it all now the resting place of the glory. 

" Gazing on it we adore Thee, blessed, precious, 
holy Lord." 

Here the soul finds solid ground, and can fearlessly 
challenge the forces of evil, seen and unseen, in the assurance 
that nothing can separate from the love of God as set forth 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. This may be seen concretely in 
Stephen. Oh, that it was more the practice of our souls 
now. Where can the eye turn to find rest and peace ? Not in 
the world, not in the circumstances of this life, and certainly 
not in our own hearts. To look out there is misery and 
distress, and to look within is worse. Our own resourceless
ness distresses us. But if Christ in glory engage the heart, 
all is well. Redemption, righteousness,. and salvation, all 
are found in Him. " His glory is great in God's salvation 
and He is made to be blessings for evermore " (Psalm xxi.). 
That God has provided a living Object for the heart surpasses 
anything that the heart of the creature could conceive. He is 
the Object of the heart of God as well as the delight of the 
redeemed, and in Him the two great thoughts of revelation 
and approach meet. There the full revelation of God to man 
shines out, and there we see man in the full joy of the revela
tion. And besides all this there is the whole range of His 
activity in the ministry of righteousness by the Spirit, 
producing the impress of heaven on His people down here. 

Occupation with Christ in glory has various effects. There 
is enlargement of soul and a change greater than that made 
upon Asaph when he went into the sanctuary (Ps. lxxiii.). 
He had been looking at things from man's point of view, 
now he looked from God's and saw things clearly. But 
since tp.en God has changed His centre from earth to heaven, 
so that occupation with Christ not only explains the riddle of 
God's moral government, but brings about conformity with 
the heavenly Man. This gives heavenly tastes and feelings 
while simultaneously there is the withering up of all that is 
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connected with the man of the earth. Stephen is a beautiful 
example of how every part of a man's moral being may 
be flooded with light by a glorified Saviour, so that there is 
complete conformity in word and act to the heavenly One. 
The man of Ps. lxxiii. is engaged with the same thing inside 
as outside, but his thoughts of it were changed. In Acts vii. 
Stephen was engaged with a heavenly Object, and so without 
effort he acted as his Lord had done when down here. 

The full truth of God's revealed will can only be learned 
from Christ in glory, for although great and glorious things 
came out through our Lord on the earth, there was still 
that which could not come out till redemption was accom
plished and He had taken His seat on high. It goes without 
saying that all that comes out now or ever will come out, 
was there in Him while upon earth. But there was that 
which in the nature of things could not come out because 
neither the time nor the circumstances were suitable until 
redemption was accomplished. The truth is, the Lord had 
taken humanity to deal with the sin question and to bring to 
an end man's fallen state. The range of the truth of new 
creation could not possibly come out till He in resurrection 
brought new creation in. The last Adam a quickening 
Spirit : the Head and Bridegroom of His assembly : Head of 
all principalities and powers and Head over all things could 
not be known, nor, though the guarantee of all was in His 
own blessed Person, could there be brought to light all that 
range of heavenly things seen in the epistle to the Hebrews 
concerning the sanctuary, and His place as its glorious 
Minister. And what shall we say more? Every Spirit-taught 
soul knows that the desert food called manna typifies a 
humbled Saviour on the earth, while the old corn of the 
land sets before us a Saviour in glory. 

The transition from Judaism to Christianity, from a 
Messiah on earth to Christ in glory, the centre of all the 
Father's counsels, is brought out in a __ :mos~. blessed way 
in the ministry of the Lord in John xm.-xvn. With His 
own in the upper room He takes His stand anticipatively 
beyond death ; bringing before them the things belonging to 



"GOLD" 15 

the new creation, things which eye hath not seen nor ear 
heard, and which awaited the enlargement of their capacity 
by the Spirit's power for their apprehension and enjoyment 
after He had gone to the Father. Part with Him, the risen 
One, in oneness of life and nature, in the inner circle of life 
and nature to which that life belonged. In a love that 
would keep nothing back but make them His dearest friends 
in counsel ; and unfolding to them all that belonged to 
Himself and His Father. Surely we are in the scene where 
all is gold and where every whit uttereth glory. Yes indeed ; 
and it shines in all its brilliance at a time when the forces of 
evil are about to put forth their last great effort against 
Him and succeed, but with a success which must indeed 
spell everlasting defeat. But the climax of all is reached 
in chapter xvii., where within the inner chambers we are 
permitted to draw near and hear the communings of His 
blessed heart with the Father. Here the sacred intimacies 
of relationship between the Father and the Son with regard 
to divine interesw; in the favoured race from eternity to eternity 
are seen. The unity of interest in those who were the interest 
of that Father and Son in the counsels of the Godhead before 
the world's foundation, right on through every vicissitude 
in their history in time to eternity's golden days of bliss. 
Draw near, beloved, with reverent hush and adoring heart to 
this scene surpassing all scenes and hear Him. Hear Him 
in the inner chamber and on the most heavenly and sacred 
of all themes, and which prove the interest of the great 
Godhead in humanity as His blessed heart overflows at a 
moment when He is within a few hours of the deepest 
suffering in bearing divine wrath, and the darkest hour 
in the history of eternity. He is just about to depart to the 
Father, and He seeks that they might be with Him in that 
scene of bliss above, to behold His glory which the Father 
had given Him. They are with Him at the moment in a 
most unspeakably blessed position ; there is before His heart 
something still more blessed, viz., that in the scene above 
and in bodies. of glory like His, they should see Him and 
be in a place of nearness to delightingly behold Him as the 
Centre of all the Father's deep delights. They had seen much, 
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and doubtless John refers to this later when he says, "We 
beheld His glory," but they, with us, are yet to see Him 
as the Father intends He should be seen by that favoured 
company brought so near. 

What is here may be described in the words of the Spirit 
through Paul in Eph. iii. : " Breadth and length, and depth 
and height." All is measureless and infinite, the breadth of 
divine counsel covering the creation and reaching as to length 
from eternity to eternity, and the depth of the love of Christ 
co-infinite with the height of the glory of God. 

"Marvel not that Christ in glory, 
All my inmost heart bath won ; 

Not a star to cheer my darkness, 
But a light beyond the sun." 

" I have seen the face of Jesus
Tell me not of aught beside ; 

I have heard the voice of Jesus.
All my soul is satisfied." 

But you say, "Heaven will be a wonderful place and we 
shall enjoy all this when we get there." Most certainly we 
shall, beloved ; and far, far more. But what of the present 
time ? Surely it is ours now to enter by the Spirit into the 
house of the Lord " to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple." " My soul shall be.satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness ; and my mouth shall praise thee 
with joyful lips" (Ps. xxvii. 4 ; lxiii. 5). But there is 
more, for He· invites His own to meet Him in His own circle. 
The meeting of John xiii. is renewed in John xx. The risen 
One comes in amongst His own to declare the Father's 
name. This we know from Hebrews ii. He continues : 
There in the midst of the Assembly all the fulness of revelation 
and approach coalesce in Himself. In revelation He is there 
to open out the depth and meaning of the grace and blessing 
which circle round His death, resurrection, and ascension. 
And on the side of approach, to lead His own in company 
with Himself into it all. " I will declare Thy name unto My 
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brethren, in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto 
Thee" (Heh. ii.). Do you marvel at this? Oh come and 
see ! Oh taste and see that the Lord is good ! " Wisdom 
hath builded her house . . . she bath mingled her wine ; 
she bath also furnished her table" (Prov. ix.). "Eat 0 
friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved! " (Song 
v. 1). Nor is it a mere isolated thought, for Scripture is full 
of it. See the promise in Matt. xviii., where the King 
vouchsafes His presence: the picture of it in John xx., where 
the risen One comes in; and the occasion of it in I Cor. xi., 
where the supper of the Lord is celebrated. 

Would that this were better known. Scripture would 
be better understood, for, as is often remarked, in Scripture 
the words are understood by the things. If the soul tastes 
these things, the doctrine will be right. He comes in, the 
Lord of glory, the glorified One, and in association with 
Him the saints, His brethren, are led outside of flesh and 
blood relationships to where He Himself is everything and 
in all, and there we learn that all things are of God. Do you 
say it is ideal? Yes, but thank God_it is a grand reality, 
and the woman that came from a distant land to see Solomon 
in his glory presents a scene which faintly adumbrates the 
unspeakable blessedness of meeting our glorified Lord in 
His own circle. Spiritually, " this is the land where the 
gold is, and the gold of that land is good" (Gen. ii.). 

In all this we have the heavenly and inside company 
whose place is in the sanctuary consecrated to the worship 
of God. Like Aaron and his sons in the past dispensation 
they go in while the rest of the people wait outside. There 
is contrast, however, for Aaron could only go into the holiest 
once in a year and his sons into the first tabernacle always. 
Our Great High Priest has entered in, having obtained eternal 
redemption, and it is the privilege of all to enter there with 
Him. Viewed as the consecrated company the sanctuary 
is our home, and such is the analogy of Hebrews ix., that 
while Israel waits outside as in the day of atonement of old, 
the Assembly, the consecrated company is inside with Him. 
It is there He leads His brethren's praise in the delight of 
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the heart of God, " for this Man must of necessity have 
somewhat also to offer " (Heh. viii. 3), and it is there the priests 
are clothed with salvation and the saints shout aloud for joy. 
God dwells in the praises of His people, and since Israel 
refused that place, He provides it for Himself in the 
companions of Christ who form the Assembly. 

The spiritual mind will have no difficulty in all this, 
knowing that Christianity is a faith system ; that if Judaism 
was visible and tangible and appealed to the senses, it is . 
not so in God's dealings to-day. We have to do with things 
that eye bath not seen nor ear heard, and all that which is 
of the will of God and His purpose. 

But we have also to do with the testimony of God in this 
world. In Christianity there is an outward as well as an 
inward, and we must look briefly at this in connection with 
the continuation of the display of the gold here in the church. 
Christ came here to claim the earth for God, and though 
exalted on high the Holy Spirit is here to continue that 
same Person here. Nothing else will do for God. Patriarchs 
and prophets, however faithful, will not do to-day. This is 
seen in Colossians iii., where we are exhorted to put on as 
the elect God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, etc., etc. 



PART III 

WE may remark that in connection with the Lord's own 
personal glory, that while the children of God are brought 
into new relationships and formed in the divine nature, 
it is clear they could not in any way partake of Deity. This 
connects itself with the mystery of the Person of our Lord. 
He is the true God and eternal life, and shows that there 
are two things-if we can speak of them as such-in His 
Person. First, what He is in Deity with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit ; and second, what He is in the relation to man 
as the Word of Life. The two things are inseparable in Him 
but are distinguished in His dealings with man. Whatever, 
therefore, came out in Him could in no way be limited, on 
account of who He was ; but it is marvellous to see that God 
has found a way of continuing down here the moral display of 
Himself by the formation of the divine nature in His people. 

This distinction is of vital importance ; for everywhere 
when bringing out the believer's blessing, the Holy Spirit 
carefully guards the glory of the Person of the Son. The 
Word having become flesh, which on the part of the Godhead 
was the necessity of counsel, the glory of His eternal Being 
cannot be hid. His coming here was to bring out in the 
creation the fuhiess of the love and life of God ; that which 
we have ventured to speak of as the moral display of God ; 
or in other words, the expression of His nature among moral, 
intelligent creatures. 

It is this that God in infinite goodness and wisdom 
contrives to continue in_ His people on earth while Christ is 
at His right hand in heaven, and an apprehension of it goes 
far to explain the place of the Holy Ghost as dwelling in· 
the believer to-day; a thing unheard of in any previous 
dispensation. "No man hath seen God at any time. If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit" (1 John iv. 12, 13.) 
In this epistle it may be said there is called into being a 
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new generation to bring out the traits of the Father in love 
and righteousness, in which way there is the continuation 
of the gold. The divine intention is that it should be seen, 
for ·" He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so 
to walk even as He walked." And this is called for all the 
way, even to death. A fine example of this is seen in Paul in 
2 Tim. ii. 10: "I endure all things for the elect's sake." 
" Hereby perceive we the love, because he laid down his life 
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." 
" If we" love one another God dwelleth in us and his love is 
perfected in us" (r John iii. 16, and iv. 12). 

But perhaps no more beautiful expression is to be found 
than the words of I Cor. xiii. : " Love suffers long and is 
kind." The whole chapter is a description of the beauty 
of the actings of the divine nature both positively and 
negatively in the world of sinful men. Is not this an exact 
description of what God does ? He suffers long and is 
kind. Not only does He not retaliate, but He positively goes 
on in His kindness. " He," it is said, " is kind to the un
thankful." How blessed to see this perfectly expressed 
in our Lord. Surely it should inspire each with the desire 
to continue it in a world where it is so much called for. The 
disciple is not greater than his Master ; the path He trod is 
the path for faith and the power is the same. "Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and 
persecute you, that you may be the sons of your Father which 
is in heaven : for He makes His sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good," ~tc. How lovely to see a tried saint able 
to suffer long and be kind. It is the triumph of grace, for 
fallen flesh cannot rise above its own level. It has been said, 
'.' It is of Satan to render evil for good, human to return good 
for good, but it is divine to render good for evil." 

The above is the highest line of practice found in the 
New Testament, and it springs from Sonship as seen in 
our blessed Lord. This is for us the truth of Ephesians. 
Brought into adoption and made holy and without blame 
before Himself in love. It works out in what Peter calls 
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the obedience of Jesus Christ (1 Peter i. 2). This is the 
obedience of delight and springs from the divine nature. " I 
delight to do Thy will, 0 God." 

But this requires amplifying, for so few seem to grasp 
the inner spring of true Christianity to-day. Our connection 
with Christ is living and organic. Christians form an organic 
entity called the Body of Christ. He is its living Head; they 
live in His life. It is brought about by the formation in the 
soul of a new spiritual state, the former sinful state having 
been condemned at the cross. In virtue of this Christ dwells 
in the heart, and there is power for the practice of the heavenly 
Man. See how this is put before us in Col. iii., where the 
saints are so distinctly viewed in the life of Christ as to be 
called by the very names that belong to Him. " Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved." These three 
titles are His, and then follows the seven-fold expression 
of heavenly qualities which are so beautifully blended in 
Him, and came out in such perfect combination in His life 
here upon the earth. " Bowels of mercies, kindness, humble
ness of mind, meekness, longsuffering, forbearing one 
another and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any : even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye. And above all these put on love which is the bond of 
perfectness. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts 
to which also ye are called in one body, and be ye thankful." 

Surely it becomes us to ask ourselves, are we holding the 
Head ? Are we in the current of His thoughts ? If so, 
the wealth of the thoughts of the glorified Man will be ours 
even now. You say, "It is very good but where can we 
see it?" Thank God, we can see it in the Scriptures and 
every heart true to Christ; seeing it there will have nothing 
less before it. · 

We do well, however, to inquire as to the practice of all 
this : and if we ponder over it a little we shall see God has 
produced an answer to it all in the Assembly. Take what is 
seen in the early chapters of the Acts. Was ever such a 
sight seen on earth, where a company of people are seen 
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living in each other's interests in such a way as to exclude 
the selfishness of the human heart. There is nothing to 
equal it for beauty in the annals of human history. " And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul : neither said any of them that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own ; but they had all things common." 
It broke down. Alas I as everything committed to man 
has, but the truth remains that an answer has been seen 
in the Assembly to the revelation. 

It is well to remember, too, that the power of God was 
manifested in such a way during the Apostolic age as to draw 
forth the expression, "These that have turned the world 
upside down." Peter and John stand before the council in 
spite of threats, respectfully but firmly saying, ". Whether 
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things 
which we have seen and heard." Barnabas is singled out 
as one of a class who sold all and gave it up for Christ. 
Stephen is a most conspicuous example of conformity to 
Christ in that he leaves this world in the grace of intercession 
for his murderers. Paul stands before the king Agrippa as 
the true expression of the superiority and independence of 
Christianity over the world. " Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian," said the king. Mark the nobility of the 
answer and the outshining of the gold in the servant of 
the Lord. " Would to God that not only . thou, but also 
all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds." Is not here the prisoner 
greater than the king ; and have we not here a triumph of 
divine grace revolutionising the whole order of man's social 

. position on the earth? But it is in the common-place duties 
of life and among the simple and obscure that the gold is 
often seen ; the grace of the Lord Jesus gilding the common· 
details of life. The men who were before the public eye were 
often the subject of devoted and prayerful attention by those 
whose service no one sees but God. This does not detract 
from the place of suffering and service given to those above 
referred to, for they, as we know, had the suffering and 
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service common to the testimony in every way, even to being 
made as the filth of the world and the off-scouring of all 
things. What a company comes in for honourable mention 
by the Spirit whose service could not be publicly displayed! 
Phrebe was a succourer of many and also of Paul. She had 
done for the servant what Martha had done for the Master 
(Rom. xvi. 1, 2 ; and Luke x. 38). Priscilla and Aquila 
had not only been helpers in the work but had actually been 
laying down their lives for the brethren : proving that in a 
world of sin and hate, where every one distrusts his fellow, 
there was a people which loved God with all their heart and 
their neighbour as themselves. And the gold shines beauti
fully in Timothy, to whom Paul can unbosom himself as 
like-minded and who is content to be hidden for the furtherance 
of the work of the Lord. See, too, Epaphroditus in 
Philippians. For the work of Christ he was nigh unto de~th 
and was worthy to be held in reputation. And the Apostle 
speaks of Onesiphorous as one who had oft refreshed him. 

In all these and many more we have the line of faith's 
worthies : the excellent of the earth, people who were better 
known in heaven than on earth : of whom it may be said 
the world was not worthy. A kingly priesthood to set forth 
the excellencies and virtues of true . royalty in the earth. 
Nor are we confined to the pages of the New Testament for 
these heavenly witnesses to the glory of the King and the 
glory system. The golden thread of divine testimony runs 
down the centuries, during which time tens of thousands of 
devoted souls~ rather than deny that holy name, laid down 
their lives at the stake. Is not this the continuation of the 
gold under the badgers' skins ?-the repellent power of 
divine holiness which goes to death rather than yield to 
the power of evil. What a history is that of the professing 
Church ! It is there we might turn as well as to the pagan 
persecutions, to find the darkest and vilest of earth's annals ; 
but there, too, we find the richest and most noble expression 
of the glory of God in His people. From all ranks of 
society come that great mass of holy martyrs whose reward 
is great in the heavens. Many outstanding names might 
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be noted, but we forbear. He for whom they witnessed 
will apportion each their rightful reward. 

We cannot, however, forbear from giving a short extract 
from a book called "Three Friends of God." Which shows 
the tracing of the gold in the heirs of glory and the moral 
marks so beautiful in the eyes of heaven ; which were given 
that their persecutors might know them. 

" They are to be known by their behaviour and their 
manner of speech, that is to say, they are in their behaviour 
staid and modest : in their countenances there is to be seen 
neither pride nor fear. Their clothes are neither costly 
nor shabby. In business they are truthful. They avoid 
swearing and cheating. They do not seek after riches but 
are contented with necessary things. They are chaste and 
temperate in food and drink. They are not to be found in 
taverns nor at dances, nor at other idle amusements. Also 
they abstain from anger ; they are always employed in their 
calling, or in teaching or in learning, and are therefore absent 
from the instructions and prayers of the Church. They can 
further be known by their simple and modest speech ; they 
abstain from idle words and light conversation, and also from 
lies and from oaths." 

What a lovely description of the people of God, and 
that from the lips of their enemies ! May the Lord produce 
the same in His own in these last days. 

It will be seen that though the Lord Jesus was cast out 
and crucified, His mission here was perfectly accomplished. 
His own are here belonging to His generation, and in His 
risen life. " All of one " with Him. As such they are the 
light of the world and the salt of the earth, and the con
tinuation of the grace that came out in Him. The truth of 
God is maintained in the Church, and until the Lord comes 
to take her to the Father's house, He maintains her here as 
the pillar and ground cf the truth. God's voice is heard there 
by the Spirit. He is the great hinderer who hinders until 
He be taken out of the way. He maintains through her 
a beneficent influence, and a preservative power which is the 
hindrance to the full-blown apostasy. 
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"But what," you say, "of the failure of the Church to 
help the people, and the call for a new and more modern 
gospel ? " Believe me, my dear reader, God is no more 
defeated in the Church dispensation than in the coming 
of His Son into the world. In apparent defeat there came 
out in Him God's greatest victory. So in the Church, His 
Assembly. True, the whole Christian profession has departed 
from the truth of God's revealed will, and become in her 
outward character a system of falsehood. Claiming to 
be rich and increased with goods, she is insensible to her 
spiritual degradation and knows not that she is poor and 
miserable and blind and naked. Trafficking in holy things 
for her own aggrandisement on the earth, this false system 
can imitate up to a point, but like the Egyptian magicians, 
she fails when it comes to the question of life. And it 
will be found that while Babylon trades in all manner 
of precious stones, there are no living stones to be found 
in her. 

But there is neither surprise nor defeat here. How could 
it be possible for God to be either surprised or defeated ? 
In the prophetic outline of the Kingdom given by the Lord 
in Matthew xiii., the whole course of the dispensation is 
traced, and the progress of evil marked, till the time of 
judgment-a judgment which takes place some time after 
the church has been taken to heaven. In chapter xvi. of 
the same gospel He shows the character of the Church as 
His building and the inability of the power of evil to prevail 
against it. How could it be possible for the powers of 
evil to prevail against the Son of God ? The gospel is 
installed in the Church where God the Holy Ghost dwells. 
If that is not enough for men, " there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries" (Heb. x. 26, 27). Many new theologies are 
afloat to-day, and indeed, many "heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears." But it is written, "Though we or an 
angel from heaven preach any other gospel . . . let him be 
accursed" (Gal. i. 8). 
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We have reached the time when the net which was cast 
into the sea has to be drawn to the shore full of all kinds. 
The servant's place is to pick out the good. For this the 
gospel goes forth in Christendom ; while the wicked are 
left till the time when the Son of Man shall send forth His 
angels and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend (Matt. xiii.). 

And now, beloved, may I ask if you know the blessed
ness of carrying the golden vessels ? It is in this way that 
Christ is set forth here. You recall the truth that the sons 
of Levi carried the tabernacle through the wilderness ; 
and to the family of the Kohathites was given the burden 
of carrying the golden vessels. Reading Num. iv., care
fully, you will see that what they carried they never saw. 
The priests covered up the holy vessels and the Levites 
came and carried them. Thus while the people are journey
ing the vessels are being carried by those set apart for the 
service of the sanctuary. It is ours thus to carry Christ 
through this desert scene, and as we do so the outward 
covering is all that may be seen. We are to be marked 
by holiness and righteousness in all our dealings, and these 
coming out as a result of Christ being formed in the soul. 
" That Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts," etc-., etc. 

But the ages have been running their course in view of 
the grand display of the gold of the divine glory in God's 
world. No badgers' skins will hide the gold in. that day. 
Language fails to describe the grandeur of the day of Christ. 
There must, however, be a transition of great importance 
between the present time of man's lawlessness and that 
time when Christ shines out in all His glory. The power of 
evil rampant to-day must be displaced by the power of 
God. 

The Lord said in His answer to the high priest, 
" Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven." 
And before His transfiguration He told them the Son of 
Man would come in His own glory and in His Father's, and 
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of the holy angels. Here is the blessed answer to all the 
shame. " The Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven 
. . . and there was given Him dominion and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages, should 
serve Him : His dominion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and His Kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed" (Dan. vii. 13, 14). Who can read this 
chapter without seeing the universal glory of the Son of 
Man ? And the 8th Psalm along with its citations in the 
New Testament show the magnificence and glory of His 
rule in every part of His vast domain. The mystery of God's 
will is, " That in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in hei!,ven and which are on earth; even in 
Him." 

"In His Father's glory." The sweetness and blessed
ness of this baffles all description ; and, indeed, it carries 
us into an order of things which is beyond display. Here, 
however, it is the Son, as centre of the Father's glory, and 
fulfiller of His counsels of grace, sharing equal honours with 
Him whose counsels He came to fulfil. He had declared 
the Father in the revelation of His love and mercy even 
unto death, and had continued to make Him known in the 
Assembly during the time of her calling and blessing. Now 
He comes, the centre of the Father's glory, who only can 
bring it into display. 

" And in the glory of the holy angels." " Behold, He 
comes with clouds, and every eye shall see Him." He, 
who, on the brink of the Cross and all its woe, could have 
had twelve legion of angels, now comes escorted by numbers 
of these holy beings. What a day for these exalted 
intelligences, highest expression of His power in creation ! 
Created by Him they had witnessed His power in the creation 
of man and the earth, which is his dwelling-place. Agents 
of His providence, and servants of His moral government, 
they had beheld His wondrous stoop in passing down by 
them to the ranks of man ; had ministered to His needs 
in the days of His flesh, and wonder of all wonders, had beheld 
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the agonies of the Cross! Now in the day of His glory they 
delight to swell the triumph of His train. 

It is a solemn thought that the great Blesser in all His 
glory is compelled to judge. Contrast-this blaze of manifested 
glory with the first advent, when the Babe was born in a 
stable and laid in a manger ! Then it was to dispense the 
grace of heaven to sinners ; to make known the yearnings 
of the heart of God after His poor deluded and benighted 
creatures, and to go into death for their redemption. Mark 
the contrast here. There is the same blessed heart of love 
and mercy, but the state of things necessitates judgment. 
Centuries of long-suffering mercy have run their course in 
which men have been tested by the Gospel from heaven. 
That being refused, nothing remains but judgment. What 
has not been effected by grace will be made good by judgment ; 
that God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-may be supreme 
in the Creation where nothing of a rebellious or lawless 
nature can be tolerated. 

Judgment having been executed as typified in David, 
He will reign in peace as the true Solomon. This supposes 
a settled state of things in which His glory shines out. Here 
the heavenly city comes into view as the vessel through 
which that glory shines out to the whole creation. The 
company which form this city is the workmanship of God, 
the building of Christ by the Holy Ghost during the long 
interval of time between the 2nd of Acts and the 4th of 
1st Thessalonians-the Assembly-the Body and Bride of 
Christ. 

The progress of evil in the earth had resulted in the 
false apostate system called Babylon the Great. She was 
of vast proportions wherein all manner of buying and selling 
went on, even to trading with the bodies and souls of men. 
Persecution marked her, for she was drunk with the blood 
of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 
Her splendour was great and multitudes had been allured 
by her : her abominations and sorceries had deceived the 
nations, but now she is fallen. " Alas, alas, that mighty 
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city, for in one hour is thy judgment come" (Rev. xvii. 
and xviii.). 

From the time that sin came, God had given indications 
of another order of Man and a state of society where the 
will of God would obtain under the sway of Christ the 
glorified Man. To this faith ever looked. Though dim at 
first, it became in the progress of revelation clearer and 
clearer till in apostolic days it shone out as the great centre 
of administration in the consummation of the ways of God. 
Abraham by faith saw the day of Christ, and_ he looked for 
a city whose builder and maker is God. His faith and that 
of many others shall meet its reward, for it is written, " He 
hath prepared for them a city." Satan's counterfeit began 
early and was tried in many and varied ways from the building 
of Cain's city till we reach his masterpiece in great Babylon. 
How blessed to see the patience and grace of God going on 
in the development of His ways, bringing out His purposes 
and counsels, bearing with evil, and even using it to bring 
out His own thoughts of love, and at the end putting it 
down for ever that He might shine out in His brightest 
and best. 



PART IV 

BuT now let us dwell a little on this glorious city. It must 
be a wonderful scene since it was called by our Lord, " The 
city of My God." There, indeed, all things are of God, 
and Christ is all in all. If Satan's culmination was great 
Babylon, this is God's. Not only is there in it the witness 
to the eternal defeat of every project of evil, but it is the 
dwelling-place of all that is good and blessed. Every previous 
testimony of God is centred here. It is the fulness of times 
when all things in heaven and earth are gathered together 
in Christ. God had made Himself known at different times 
and in divers manners. The Most High God, possessor of 
heaven and earth, the Almighty, and Jehovah whose faithful
ness changes not. All _these the intelligent Christian knows 
are bound up with the name Father, by which He is known 
to-day in the Church. This city is the vessel where all is 
set forth. Then again the great principles of blessing, dwell
ing, and ruling which came out of the Old Testament are to 
be found here. These came out in the history of three great 
leaders. To Abraham it was said, " In blessing I will bless 
thee." With Moses the rearing up of the Tabernacle, and 
in David the Throne. It has often been said, "God rules 
that He may dwell, and He dwells that He may bless." 

All that Christ is shines out in the · city of God. The 
Son who builds His Assembly on the indestructible founda
tion of His glorious Person ; the Messiah, Son of David, 
in whom centres all the fulness of blessing for Israel, and 
the Son of Man who is the guarantee of blessing for all 
nations, and whose glory reaches out to the farthest extent of 
the creation of God. 

The Holy Ghost, too, is seen in life-giving power whose 
influence pervades the whole scene. " A pure river of water 
of life clear as crystal proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb." 

Every ray of the divine glory is seen in her. The glory 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. She 



"GOLD" JI 

descends out of heaven from God, having the glory of God; 
and her light or radiance was like unto a stone most 
precious. The glory is reflective and shines back over the 
past history of God's ways with fallen man. Here is His 
answer to it all. Myriads and myriads of saints who passed 
into that heavenly scene through much tribulation and deep 
distress, coming out with Him, and God, as it were, saying, 
"Here is My answer to it all." Greatest of all, it is the 
answer to Calvary's hour of woe. " For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him " (2 .Cor. v. 21). Sin had 
come in by man and now it is put away by Man, and He 
who put it away is now seen at the head of that vast scene of 
glory, its Crown and Centre. 

Two blessed things meet here in the unfoldings of the 
divine triumph. The complete triumph of God in the Son of 
Man now displayed in a creation, e~ery part of which reflects 
that glory and vibrates full praise; and the Father's counsels 
in the Son of His bosom carried out into full fruition by that 
Son. This latter takes us beyond dispensations to the circle 
of divine affections proper to the Father and the Son. The 
blessed Lord speaks in John xvii. of that which the world 
may know, and then passes on to that which the world can 
never know. "Father, I will that they also whom Thou 
hast given Me be with Me where I am ; that they may 
behold My glory which Thou hast given Me ... for Thou 
lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." Oh, the 
blessedness of. being before the Father in the Son's relation
ship and in the divine nature even now, and there to gaze 
upon the glory of the Lord. But what will it be, my soul, 
to be in that cloudless scene, and made part of it, as far as 
creature life can go; to dwell for ever on His beauties in 
whom all the fulness is pleased to dwell I 

But besides her place with God, she is seen in relation 
to the creation. The hosts of fallen beings now occu~ying 
the heavenlies must be cast out, as we see in Rev. xii. The 
blood of the Cross was shed that heavenly as well as earthly 
things might be purified. Evil powers being cast out, she 
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comes out of heaven to take that place as the vessel of light, 
and in the centre of the whole creation. 

U nfallen angels, hosts of glorious beings who kept their 
first estate, are represented, too. " She had a wall great 
and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels." They had been the willing servants of His power 
in providential government, and at certain times in history 
had come in great procession to mark the accomplishment 
of some great event (Job xxxviii. 6, 7 ; Deut. xxxiii. 2 ; 

Dan. vii. 10). Their place here is still that of waiting servants, 
and the escort of Him and her who is His royal Bride in that 
day of glory. They witness to the creatorial power and 
glory of God, and the abiding happiness · of their original 
created state. 

And now we come to her testimony earthward. Here 
Israel comes first into view. Those who formed this city 
had been taken from the earth, and their interest in that place 
can never slacken. The activity of heaven on behalf of earth's 
inhabitants is seen all through this book of Revelation, and 
in chapter v. the saints on earth are the interest of the heavenly 
saints in their song of praise to the Lamb. But in her testi
mony earthward, Israel must be first. " And names written 
thereon which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel." But think for a moment of Israel's 
position at this time. The great tribulation, past, Jerusalem 
has received double for all her sins. Set up in richest blessing 
she is a strong city. Instead of weeping she sings. " In 
that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah." "We 
have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks" (Isaiah xxvi.). "Walk about Zion, and go 
round about her ; tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her 
bulwarks, consider her palaces, that ye may tell it the 
generation following. For this God is our God for ever and 
ever." The direct line of blessing between the throne of 
God· and the Lamb is through the heavenly city to Israel. 
Tne promises fulfilled and the nation restored, they may 
now receive their blessings, which they had refused at the 
hand of Messiah, through the medium of the glorified Church. 
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How wonderful are the ways of God. And to think too that 
the heralds of Church blessing were Jews, the preachers of 
the first century, Peter, Paul, and John. Now the Jew gets 
his return, and the blessings of the covenant reaches him from 
Heaven. The nations too : for 

"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun, 
Doth his successive journeys run." 

Very early after the ordering of mankind in nations it was 
said to Abraham, " In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed," and in later Scriptures that blessing is 
connected with the restoration of Jerusalem and the blessing 
of the Jew. "Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with 
her, all ye that love her" (Isa. lxvi. 10). " And it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations 
which came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to 
year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep 
the feast of tabernacles" (Zech. xiv. 16). It is the time 
when the whole earth is full of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. And the chain of blessing is beautifully 
marked out in the prophecy of Hosea ii. 21, 22: "And it 
shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, I 
will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and 
the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil ; and 
they shall hear Jezreel." This is the time when the heavens 
and the earth, long divorced by sin, shall under Messiah's 
glorious sway be reunited and reflect the will of God to earth's 
remotest bound. " And the nations of them which are saved 
shall walk in the light of it : and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it" (Rev. xxi. 24-26). 

From all this it will be seen that this is the climax of 
God's dealings, and like our Lord in the marriage at Cana, 
He brings out His brightest and best at the end. Here the 
ways of God and His. purposes coalesce. His purpose, we 
gather from Eph. iii. 14, 15, was to bless the creation in 
families. The attempt by man at Babel had to be frustrated : 
dispersion into nations being the result. Since then, in His 
ways He appoints the limits of their habitation, but in the 
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glory of the kingdom reverts to His original purpose. He 
is the Father of whom every family in the heavens and earth 
is named.* Israel, as we have seen, is the first family on 
the earth, and the glorified Church in the heavens takes 
the first place of all. " 0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). 

Turning from her relative place we may glance briefly 
at the distinct character of the city itself. Here three distinct 
thoughts detain us. 1st, her structure, all of gold. 2nd, her 
measurements ; perfect proportions. And 3rd, the standard 
of measurement ; Christ. " And the city was pure gold like 
unto clear glass" (v. 18, see also v. 21). This recalls the 
Lord's words to Peter, "Thou art Peter and upon this rock I 
will build My· Assembly." Peter is viewed in the work of 
grace in his soul as fit for the new structure which Christ 
would build. The blessed Lord speaks thus as meeting in 
His death the irremediable state of sinful flesh in His own, 
and forming in them a new state in the divine nature in 
affinity with Himself. The connection of ministry with this 
is shown in Ephesians iv. where the ascended Christ has 
given gifts for the work of ministry till we all come _ . . . to 
the full measure of the stature of Christ. This leads to (2) 
"And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large 
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, 
twelve thousand furlongs. The length and breadth and 
the height of it are equal." This gives the true proportions 
of symmetry and beauty according to diviI1e righteousness, 
and recalls the use of the hammer in the disciplinary ways 
of our God with His people. Many a tear and many a sigh 
and heart-bleeding groan have been passed through on the 
way to this : but now, the work of the great Architect 
completed, all is answered in perfection of glory to His 
eternal praise. . 

(3) The standard of measurement was that of a Man. 
Nothing could exceed for interest and beauty the truth 

* The complete obliteration of national distinction awaits, however, 
the eternal state. 
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expressed in the 15th verse. All that is of the first man ; 
all that is of flesh of sin ; all connected with disease and 
death ; all, thank God, left behind for evermore ; and 
every one conformed to the image of Christ in glory. Here, 
beloved, we recall the unsullied purity of the gold which 
came out in Christ here, and, marvel of marvels, we are led 
to see that this vast assemblage of glorified saints in the 
heavens is but the expansion of what was here in Him. 
Truly He came to form a world of His own, and there was 
that in Him which will evolve and expand till it fills the whole 
creation of God. Whatever we speak of as revealed in Scrip
ture ; eternal life, foundation ; the kingdom, temple and 
dwelling place of God ; all is found in Him. The city was 
the measure of a man. As already noted the work of the 
ministry is " Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." 
The Gospel of John closes with the words, "And there are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 
should be written every one I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that should be written. 
Amen." In this marvellous city, the perfection of beauty, 
we have the Book in which He shall ever be read : where all 
that He is and all that He hath done is stamped for evermore. 

It is of interest to note that the Assembly is here presented 
more as the work of the twelve. The Pauline ministry, 
wherein is presented the great truth of the mystery-the 
Church-the Body of Christ, though involved, is not set forth 
here. But that it cannot be separated (as indeed all truth 
must hang together) is proved by the many links of connection 
between the last two chapters of Revelation and Paul's great 
epistle to the Ephesians. 

And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished 
with all manner of precious stones. " And the gates were 
twelve pearls ; every several gate was of one pearl." In 
these latter we get that which reminds us of His estimation 
of her. The twelve would be the development in view of 
government of the one pearl of great price for which He had 
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sold all that He had. Her preciousness and beauty, as 
given to Him by the Father, made Him part with all and 
go down into death that He might have her with Himself 
in that bright scene of golden purity. But that is not enough. 
He would have her seen as suited to Himself and the Father 
in the day of manifestation. "That the world may know 
that Thou has sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast 
loved Me." Blessed, precious, holy Lord, what wondrous 
thoughts of love and grace and glory are Thine ! 

The twelve stones in the foundation speak of decoration, 
and that in the eyes of all creation. Every tint of the divine 
glory is seen perfectly blended in the time when God reaches 
His great end, and comes out to display Himself in 
complacency and delight in His creation. 

" But who that glorious blaze 
Of living light shall tell, 

Where all His brightness God displays, 
And the Lamb's glories dwell ? " 

There is uniformity along with plenitude of variety and 
all marked by the great principle of reflection. Man, as such, 
is incapable of appreciating or reflecting the grace of God. 
But here the work of the great Lapidary has produced in this 
vast host a capability of reflecting Himself to the universe 
at large. Precious stones are used by Jehovah to show the 
grandeur of His creatorial power and glories in Ezek. xxviii. 
There the highest and most wonderful being of His creation 
is brought before us. " Thou sealest up the measure of 
perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, thou wast 
in Eden the garden of God. Every precious stone was thy 
covering." Again they are used to demonstrate His grace 
in Exod. xxviii. We come back to the priestly ephod with 
which we began and behold not only the combination of 
colours, but the rich assemblage of variegated glory expressed 
in grace in Israel and typifying all that which faith can see 
in a humbled Christ, so soon to be displayed in this glorious 
City. In a footnote to Eaek. xxviii., another puts it thus; 
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" Observe that this takes place in the creature. In the 
case of Aaron, the type of Christ as priest, it exists in the 
absolute perfection of grace, which presents us to God accord
ing to His perfection in the light. It is afterwards seen 
in the glory as the foundation of the city, the Lamb's wife, 
in the Revelation. That is, these stones present the fruit 
of perfect light-what God is in His nature shining in and 
through the creature, in creation, grace, and glory." (Darby.) 

In the life of that scene there is everything that constitutes 
true happiness. The tree of life is there, for Christ remains 
indispensable to His people. The pure river of water, for all 
is pervaded by the Holy Ghost. Rest it will be, but not inertia, 
for there will be service there of the highest character. " His 
servants shall serve Him."-Sanctuary service as in chapter 
7, 15. "And they shall see His face "-holy intimacy. 
This position of intimacy John xvii. shows, but the capacity 
was lacking. "And His name is on their foreheads," see 
chapter iii. 12. "I will write upon him the name of my God 
, .. and My new name." No night is there: no lie: 
nothing that defiles. No need of shut gates, for the potential 
power of good excludes all evil. Nothing of nature : no 
natural light, from the sun down to a candle. In the days of 
her earthly history, man's mind often intruded to the exclusion 
of the great Teacher. " For the Lord God shall shine upon 
them and they shall reign to the ages of ages." Under the 
sunshine of His glory the heavenly hosts forming the Assembly 
shall abide-their life formed and fed by continual unfoldings 
from their glorious Head ; that, probably, being modified in 
them, and fitted in its transmission to suit the various 
companies for which it is designed. 

But now we must travel in thought to glance briefly 
at the eternal day to which everything is moving. The 
millennial reign was a necessity, that the creation which 
had witnessed the suffering and shame of our Lord should 
also _see His glory. Creation had suffered through the reign 
of sm; had participated in the darkness and upheaval in 
the hour of Calvary. It was fitting that all should participate 
in the glory. But we are reminded that the glorious kingdom 
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reign does not give finality. For this there must be a new 
heaven and a new earth. In Kingdom days, Satan bound 
and the curse removed will indeed bring in a scene of gladness, 
but with all that, it is still the first creation. For the day of 
God, the heavens and the earth must be removed. That 
vast scene which was created to be the platform wherein 
should be worked out the ways of God, and where His eternal 
counsels should be brought out : where all the forces in the 
conflict had been in terrific activity : all must be removed to 
give place to that stainless scene which was in the mind of 
God before time began. 

It is a most solemn thought that even the brightness of 
the Kingdom glories will wane, and that breakdown and 
catastrophe will again be seen at the close. Short work does 
the Lord make of it, for the time comes when there can be 
no more delay. The last enemy that is destroyed is death, 
and that coincides with the last great assize, the judgment 
of the great white throne. This, the final act in the drama 
of time, the last part in the solution of the question of good 
and evil, makes room for the introduction of the holy city 
which takes its place in the centre of the new creation, fitted 
to be the dwelling-place of the glory for eternity, Certain 
things which were in evidence in kingdom days are not 
mentioned now. All trace of evil removed to the lake of 
fire, its final abode : God shines out in the bosom of a 
satisfied creation in the Church which He is pleased to 
make His abode for eternity. " To Him be. glory in the 
Assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the ages 
of ages. Amen." 

The mediatorial Kingdom being finished, when He shall 
have annulled all rule and all authority and power, He gives 
up the kingdom to Him who is God and Father. God the 
Son who stooped to be a Man, has now the joy that was set 
before Him-the carrying out the will of God, and hands 
the universe to His Father on the footing of redemption, a 
sinless, deathless scene where, thank God, these things and 
all that follow in their train can never come, " That God may 
be all in all." 
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" And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall 
tabernacle with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them, their God. And He shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist 
any more, nor grief, nor crying, nor distress shall exist any 
more, for the former things have passed away. And He that 
sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new." 

Dispensational and time circumstances being past there 
is no mention of the Lamb, or throne, or temple. The 
Assembly has her own distinct place as the Tabernacle of 
God where He puts Himself in touch with men, and as the 
Bride of Christ-the new Adam and the new Eve-going on 
into an eternity of bliss. This then, beloved, is the answer to 
the gold-to the wondrous grace of Him who veiled His glory 
and who endured the cross ; and, for ever be His name 
adored, it is an answer worthy of Himself and all He has done. 
Here the gold of divine glory shines with undimmed lustre 
through that eternal day. 

J. MCBROOM. 

" And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth 
and under the earth, and those that are upon the sea, and all things 
in them, heard I saying to Him that sits upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, blessing and honour and glory and might to the ages of ages. 
And the four living creatures said, Amen ; and the elders fell down 
and did homage" (Rev. v. 13, 14.) 
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Oh I is it come-the sweet and blessed calm, 
Foreseen and hoped for through those darksome years 
Of anguish and of dread ? 
Here, here at last, I, a deep vessel 
In the shoreless sea of Thine own fulness, 
0, eternal God I 
Filled in that fulness, find my prayers, my hopes, 
All, all fulfilled, and nothing more to crave, 
The bright reality, the thing itself 
Transcends all thought, eclipses every hope : 
Dwelling. in God, by God indwelt, I know 
Love in its fulness, life to me is bliss. 
All, all within, beneath, around above, 
Speak but of Thee and tell me what I am 
The happiest of the happy I 0, Thou peerless One! 
Great God revealed in flesh, J!ie living link 
'Twixt Godhead and my soflll'r be Thine the praise, 
The loving Worship of a loving heart, 
Rich in Thyself, for, oh, however filled, 
Howe'er exalted, holy, undefiled, 
Whatever wealth of blessedness is mine, 
What am I, Lord I an emptiness, a notl!ing. 
Thou att my boast in whom all fulness dwells 
Of the great Godhead, Thou whose Name I bear, 
Whose life is mine, whose glory and whose bliss, 
All, all are mine. 

SIR E. DENNY. 
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