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GODLIN.ESS, 

OR CHRISTIAN PIETY, 

AND THE WAY TO MAINTAIN IT. 

PART I. 

TR:tJE GODLINESS OR PIETY ACCORDING TO 

CHRISTIANITY. 

(1 Tnr. III. 14-16 AND IV, 1-11.) 

WE have here the unfolding of the correct 
thought. and the true character of godliness . or 
piety. It is of great importance to have divine 
thoughts of things. We cannot get them from 
what goes on in this world, of course, nor can 
we altogether get right thoughts from what goes 
on amongst ourselves. 

Now we can only obtain a right idea of true 
piety from that which is now set forth in Christ, 
and was, of course, 1nanifested in Him when He 
was here. It is a mistake to look for it in an 
established religious order of things on the earth. 

Now piety or godliness must in any age or 
dispensation take its character from the light 
in· which God is ·pleased to reveal Himself. 
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Abraham's piety ,vas according to the revelation 
of God as Almighty; David's was according to 
Jehovah ; but christian piety is according to . 
the revelation of God in Christ. Hence we 

-. 

read, that, without controversy, great is the 
mystery of piety; God was manifested in the 
flesh, &c. This passage further shews that the 
same which was manifested in the flesh, &c., 
"

1as received up into glory. 
Now, if this be so, where is true piety accord

ing to Christianity now to be learned save in the 
One in whom it was manifested when here? 
We can well understand in the light of this 
character of piety how it is that people so much 
prefer religious exercises, which can be pe1�formed 
by the body, to those soul exercises which are 
according to the present character of godliness. 

Anything that can be performed by the body 
in the way of religious exercises, such as penances, 
&c., and punishing the body, is not really self
denial. All these things are for satisfaction of 
flesh, for satisfaction of self really. Indeed, it is 
for self-satisfaction that people do these things. 

Any one's piety will certainly take its cha
racter and form from the light in which hA sees 
God. · Doubtless the present light of God is 
Christ, arid Christ in glory. 

If we are to be godly "1
e are surely supposed 

to have right thoughts of God. "\Vhere wrong 
thoughts of God prevail we shall find two extremes 
of what is called piety� One may be termed legal 

.. 



TRUE GODLINESS. 7 

and the other loose or careless. Neither can be 
according to God as now known in Christ. One 
class thinks of God as the One who wants them 
to do something in order to obtain. The other 
Glass says, Oh, God has done everything, and we 
now have nothing at all to do. No,v each of 
these classes have simply themselves before 
them and look at things accordingly. 

Thank God, it is blessedly true that He has 
4one everything by the Lord Jesus in the way 
of atonement and redemption and resurrection 
and glory. But the popular idea of the finis4ed 
work amounts to little more than relief froin a 
guilty conscience, and security for heaven on 
leaving this life. · Such ideas of the finished work 
do not carry a soul far enough, for if people 
merely get relief they are almost sure to become 
loose and careless in their conduct. Such may 
indeed have relief, and yet have no distinct and 
real exercise about the Person through whom 
the relief came to them. Now this state of soul 
is not. christian piety, neither is legal effort to 
obtain goodness-piety. 

What, then, are we believers left here for ? 
Well, first to know God, and then to she,v out 
God in our ways. Now true piety must flo,� 
from the knowledge of God, as seen in Christ 
glorified. We are bound to be affected by what 
we see there, and first become godly in spirit 
and soul, and then as a consequence are godly 
in conduct, .for ,vhat is in the heart comes out in 
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the conduct. Thus piety in its true character 
consists in having within us those reverential 
thoughts of God that are taken from Christ, 
and this must result in a conduct similar to 
,vhat ,vas seen in Christ when here. God has been 
manifested in the flesh in Christ in this world; 
and He intends that what He is, as set forth in 
qhrist, shall come out in His saints, anq. so 
godliness or piety is what should characterise 
the Christian in his conduct amongst men. God
liness is the effect of such a holy reverence for 
God that one behaves according to what He 
is. True piety, then, is Christ reproduced in 
the heart and mind of the believer, and then 
expressed outwardly in the behayiour. 

God's people are God's house now, and so true 
piety teaches us bow to behave ourselves in the 

. present form and character of God's house on 
the earth. Indeed, godliness can only come out 
in those who are truly God's house, and it is 
surely a good thing for a believer so to behave 
himself that he acts in harmony with his 
brethren. 

There can, I think, be very little doubt that it 
is in God's house we learn God. There ,is a 
discipline in the house of God. We believer,s 
are indeed a discipline to each other. However, " ,. 
our God turns all the exercise we are to each 
other to good account, and those ,vho compose 
the house of God are a constant exercise to each 
other. All this is intended to discipline us in 

I 

l



TRUE GODLINESS. 9 

the graces of Christ, so that we may know how 
to meet what is trying to us in each other 
according to piety. If we act in love and grace, 
and so carry each other's burdens, God will be 
found faithful to carry us and our burdens too. 
But if we refuse to act towards each other 
according to the way God has acted towards 
each of us, we shall be allowed to bear our own 
burde.n. If we act in the grace of God, our 
spirit · is right, and the affections ,ve enjoy 
carry us. 

The fact is that in this first part of the epistle 
the ap(?stle is teaching Timothy the ,vay" the 
gospel should be presented. For it is intended 
that in God's house the truth shall be main
tained. Indeed, the house of God is the pillar 
and ground of the truth, that is, the truth in 
regard to the present way of God towards men 
as a Saviour. Christians then are expected to 
shew the way God has intervened in Christ on 
man's behalf, to emancipate him from slavery to 
wrong thoughts of God, that he may be free and 
happy with God. 

It is therefore a most serious thing for a 
Christian to misrepresent God. Our spirit and 
'behaviour consequently are to be in harmony 
with the way God is now towards us, and indeed 
towards ail men, " in Christ " in this day of 
grace. See how this spirit is illustrated in what 
is enjoined on the bondservan t towards · his 
master. in the beginning of chapter vi. "\Ve see 
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from these principles the great importance of the 
servant's behaviour, so that if one happened to 
have an unbelieving master, all that the servant 
says and does should correctly represent God to 
that man. - How very easy, through a ,vrong 
spirit or lack of endurance. of what be wrong in 
his master's dealings with him, for the servant to 
give his master a false impression of God, to mis
represent God to him! God is a giver, and so 
should we be givers. It is a day of God's grace 
to a world which bas rejected and crucified 
Christ; and if ,ve only preserved ourselves more 
in the attitude of receivers, we should doubtless 
have more to give than is often the case with us. 

How sadly is God misrepresented on e-rery 
hand. Rich men, and men of the world too, are 
importuned for money and help by religious 
people, and the impression is given that God 
,vants to get something out of them, and that 
they are able to give Him something prior to 
receiving from Him. But it is He who gives, 
and it is a great thing for us to remember that 
we have received first, in order that we may give 
as those who have nothing but what ,ve have 
received. 

Now what is the faith of the gospel? vVell, 
it is simply the light of the gospel received oii 
the principle of believing, of course. The gospel 
is, generally speaking, what God is for and 
towards His creature in Christ. Thus the gospel 
is that which is set forth in Christ on man's 
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behalf, so· that it is very great and comprehensive. 
Jn striving together for the faith of the gospel, 
·we need to keep ourselves in the sense of God's
attitude of favour towards all, "in Christ," for if
we give way to feelings against people, we can
scarcely avoid giving them the idea that God is
against them. Is there anything bet\veen God
and men in this day of grace save Christ? How
blessed to know and enjoy this, and 'to realise
what we are here for. It is an important thing
to be clear as to what believers-the house of
God-a.re here for. We are here to be in accord
with God's ways of grace in Christ. We are
here that sinners may be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth. This is God's desire for
all men. Saved, we understand to be something
like the emancipation of a slave, and ,vhen we
are truly saved we are saved from wrong
thoughts of God.

We are here to represent God, and are only 
really useful in so far as we do this. Indeed, we 
are always either representing Him or mis
representing Him, and let us remember that our 
ability to present Him in preaching or teaching 
depends on the measure in which ,ve truly 
represent Him in our spirit and words and ways. 

- How important it is for people to attain right
ideas of God, for if we have right thoughts of
God, we are pretty safe as to our ideas of every
thing. It is a great test to apply to ourselves at
all times, Am I representing God in this ?
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· What a wonderful thing is the Medi'atorship !
""\Vhat ttue gospel can there be without it ? We
need to guard ourselves against mere human
thoughts of mediation, for God is One, and the
mediator between God and men is One. The
God that is One has, so to speak, mediated
between His estranged creature and Himself, by
1neans of One who is truly a divine Person, in
the condition of Manhood. This One has given
Himself a ransom for all. Mark, given Himself,
and not merely done a work, wonderful as that
may be. He has given Himself a ransom, so
that now the lawful captive can be delivered.
The One who paid the price by giving Himself
as the ransom is now the Mediator. Con
sequently God's attitude towards all men is. now
to be seen in the Person ,vho did the ,vonderful
,vork of giving Himself.

Thus ,ve must learn God in Christ, where 
Christ is. All that was manifested in Him 
,vhile here is now fully maintained and found 
in Him up there, the One and only object for our 
faith and hearts. A man's behaviour is really an 
outflow of ,vhat is in his heart. We cannot 
behave aright by trying, or making efforts to 
behave right. vVe have to be set right with God 
in Christ before we can behave right; and if we 
are right with God, we shall be right with our 
fellow Christians, and the one who is so will be 
right in other things. A man goes wrong every 
way when he is wrong with his brethren. 

\. 
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This is our schooling time, that we may know 
God in His house, and both represent Him and 
present Him to men. The result of this educa
tion is not to be limited to our testimony here. 
We are really schooled here that we may become 
qualified to communicate what we have learned 
to others in the coming kingdom. So that god
liness has promise of life, a life outside this life 
surely, for how could piety have promise of a 
life where la,vlessness rules and where Christ 
is rejected·? This life, though a present one 
in Christ, is not any less a coming one ,vhen He 
comes to reign. It is indeed the life that now 
is, and a coming one too. It is one and the 
same life, and is the one and only life from 
whence true piety is supplied. We know it is 
generally spoken of in the sense of two different 
kinds of life, that is, a life in this world now
natural life-and a ·spiritual life in heaven here
after. This is not, however, the meaning of the 
passage, it is one and the same life enjoyed in

Christ by the Spirit now, and openly and univer
sally in the world to come. In its present 
aspect life is really in Christ, while He is hidden, 
and in its future aspect it refers to that which 
will in Christ· be displayed ,vhen He comes back 
again to reign. The life that now is is the 
Christian's life, not this natural life, the same 
life in time and in eternity. 

· Consequently the spring and source of chris
tian piety is unfailing, and thus godliness in its 
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present character has promise of that which is 
superior to all that is opposed to it here. What 
a blessed thing it is that we can have in our
selves at this present time that which is accord
ing to what God is. What a comfort also to 
know that we shall not lose one bit of this, for it 
is God Himself reproduced in us, and He cannot 
pass away, neither will anything that is really 
Himself in His people, as now set forth in 
Christ. There is, however, a very direct bearing 
of piety on this life through which we pass as 
God's people. Long-life here, and good days too, 
are linked up with that which is truly piety. 
Honouring parents and caring for them is recog
nised as sb ewing piety at home in this epistle. 
Honouring parents is spoken of as securing long 
life and well-being on the earth. He that will 
love life and see good days must keep clear of

evil and practise what is really piety. So that 
piety is truly profitable unto eve�·ything, because 
it has its spring in that which is ou�side all the 
corruption of man away from God. The con
ditions of mind and heart under which a person 
behaving godly can live are such as will natur
ally _result in a long life. SuGh an one will 
not abuse his body. However, the only way 
to live here as Christ did is to learn of Him 
,vhere He now is. 

Religious bodily exercises may profit a little 
in avoiding gross worldliness and self-indulgence, 
but how much better is that which is in every-

\.. 
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thing profitable. A much superior ,vay surely. 
It may seem like humility and piety to affect to 
be independent ·of various things which God has 
placed within our reach for our comf art and 
help. This spirit is at the bottom only religious 
pride and not genuine reverence for God as the 
good and bountiful Giver of all things. The 
hear� which knows God truly can thankfully 
receive His bounty with confidence in His un
failing goodness. Such will not set up to be 
independent of anything, and will neither despise · 
nor trust things, because they trust in a living 
God, who giveth us all things richly for our 
enjoyment. 

Well may the apostle term all such inde
pendence of God's mercies and institutions the 
doctrine of devils, coming forth from men 
whose consciences were bereft of all true chris
tian feeling. True piety is shewn in our 
homes in godly care for those p1·operly de-

. 

pendent upon us. True piety will comn1end 
itself in .a divinely given ability to provide for 
one's household. One who fails to do this is 
said to be worse than an unbeliever. Piety will 
exhibit a subject spirit to those over us, for 
where there is true reverence for God as now 
known there will be a sense of subjection. 
Suppose a master treats his servant badly, and 
the servant takes high ground with his master 
and says, "I will not stand it," and act� ac
cordingly, does not that servant misrepresent 
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God to his master? A very serious thing 
to do. 

. Piety will teach us to act towards others in

the same way and spirit in which God has acted 
towards us. We may be sure that God will 
support us in that way. We may have persecu
tions but the path will be straight. There will 
be no doubt as to the path being all right. God 
will take care of the path of the one who is truly 
godly. 

,. 



PART II. 

THE RESOURCES OF THE GODLY IN THE l\IIDST 

OF CORRUPTION. 

(2 TIM. 1.) 

IT is necessary that we should know, in order to 
be competent to maintain the testimony of God's 
present attitude towards all men in the l\fediator, 
as set forth in the first Epistle to Timothy, and 
to practise true piety, that yet another thing 
is needed, namely, "the testimony of our Lord." 

When ruin has come in amongst God's people, 
and things have gone wrong, it is most im
portant to understand this gracious provision 
which God has made for the faithful. Such 
not only need to know the right thing as 
given in the first epistle, but must also be in
structed in their resources against the inroad 
of human thoughts and ways. Our great weak
ness in i-egard to what appeals to our natural 
thoughts and feelings calls for very real de
pendence on the Lord Jesus Christ, who only 
has power to keep the spirits of His people 
above material things. 

Therefore it is not at all surprising that the 
great point in au epistle which is intended to 
shew the faithful the way to act in the mid�t of 

B 
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departure from the truth should be called "the 
testimony of our Lord." 

vVe can well understand that when departure 
from the truth of God's present way towards His 
creature man had set in, that there was not only 
the right thing still to maintain-as lmfolded . 
in the first epistle-by the faithful, but there 
was also the wrong to stand against. 

Now I think we all need to take this very 
- much to heart in these last and closing days,

when a few of us through the grace of God have
been separated from the wrong, and have got
some little idea of what the right is: for we can
only be kept true and faithful in such a state of
things by increasingly feeling our dependence
on the Lord Jesus. Because ,ve may accept the
truth of God's grace as in the first epiBtle and
rejoice in it, and yet find ourselves really incom
petent to maintain it. I think this is why he
brings forward the "testimony of our Lord" so
strikingly in the second epistle, as the means

.,

whereby Timothy would be able to faithfully
testify the truth of God, as set forth in the
Mediator in the first epistle.

Now it is one thing to know the truth, to have 
the blessed light and unfolding of what is true 
piety, as in the first epistle-what God is as set 
forth in Christ, God manifest in Christ-and 
quite another thing to understand how that can 
be maintained when the whole current of thought 
in a great Christendom is against it. Not with-

....... 
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out reason therefore does the aged apostle exhort 
his true son in the faith, "Be not thou therefore 
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord." 

It is important here again to remember that 
the one great fact to be faithfully maintained in 

. the house of God is the way God is now present
ing Himself towards all men. 'rhis is set forth 
in Christ the Mediator, who gave Himself a 
ransom for all, and this character of God in 
grace is that from which all genuine piety now 
flows. All that is taught in the first epistle still 
holds good, and it is still the positive truth to be 
maintained in the house of God. 

Now what comes out in the second epistle is 
more the resources that are at the disposal of the 
faithful, in order to enable them to maintain the 
testimony of the first epistle. Therefore, says the 
apostle, "Be not thbu therefore ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner." 
'rhe glorious light in which God had been pleased 
to present Himself in Christ had evidently been 
departed from by many} and people had been 
drawn away into legal ideas, all of course well 
suiting religious flesh, and the building up a 
system of things on the earth. 

We can therefore see how very early people's 
thoughts of God had declined from what is pre
sented in Christ to what was demanded under 
the law. And from that day to this Christendom 
has been pretty much on the same line. 

Now this epistle is given to shew us the way 
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to be kept above all these influences, so as to 
maintain right thoughts of God. In the appre
hension of the position in which God has set 
Jesus at His own right hand in heaven, we have 
a most po,verful magnet, which is well able to 
attract our hearts and minds above these human 
ideas. So that it is pretty plain we are on 
different ground in this second epistle, and that 
it is given to furnish us with an unfailing 
resource in the midst of the greatest difficulties. 
How blessed it· is for the faithful man,. who 
kno,vs and enjoys God as set forth in Christ the 
l\Iediator in this wondrous way of grace, to hold 
and realise the Lord Jesus in the supreme place 
of power above every influence of Satan. The 
apprehension of this is really salvation from the 
subtlety of error in a corrupt profession. 

Now these false influences-seeing Satan is 
transformed as an angel of light-work upon our 
natural feelings in a religious way, and thus 
entangle our affections with things on earth, and 
distract from the Lord .. The way out of them, of 
course, is to get away from one's self, and surely. 
the ·apprehension of the glorious and wonderful 
place in which God has set Jesus in heaven is 
well able to draw the· heart and mind away 
from ourselves. The testimony of the place God 
has given Christ, as the Man of His counsels 
and purposes, and in the place of divine po,ver, 
is "the testimony of our Lord." 

It is not a little remarkable, that the expres-
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sion " in Christ Jesus " occurs no less than seven 
times in this epistle, in connection with the 
whole range of the Christian's resources. Also 
we find many times the use of the supreme name 
of "Lord." So that in a certain sense the 
prisoner Paul at the end of his career gives 
great prominence to that with which Peter began· 
at Pentecost, "Lord and Christ." The reason for 
this seems to be· that Lord and Christ truly 
owned is what alone can save us from succumb
ing to that which opposes the testimony of God. 

Now the testimony of God we understand 
to be the present attitude of God in the way 
of grace and favour towards all men in the 
iiediator Christ Jesus, but, as we h ave seep, 
the "testimony of our Lord'� is the testimony of 
the place in which God has set Jesus in glory. 
The sense of this is ,vhat lifts our hearts out 
of this scene of human reFgiousness and human 
ideas, and when we are lifted we are like Peter 
on the water, our spirits are free and we are able 
to maintain a true testimony for what God really 
is towards all men in this day of grace. 

How encouraging then it is for every faithful 
man to know that when evil comes in God 
has resources at His co_mmand, re�ources placed, 
so to speak, at the disposa� of the man of faith, 
which are sufficient to enable him still to main
tain the testimony of God. 

" God has made J.esus both Lord and Christ." 
-The One who was crucified here, and judged
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only worthy of the cross by man-the stone 
which was set at nought by the merely religious 
builders-God has made the h_ead of the corner! 
and when our eyes are opened to see the place 
in which God has set Jesus, our souls are in 
the sense of victory! After the_ devil has led 
man on to do his utmost against Christ, lo and 
behold ! Jesus is crowned with glory and honour 
after all. Now that surely is victory ! 

To be in the sens� of victory is a very great 
thing for us. We are apt to fight battles with
out the sense of victory. Now the Lord Jesus 
has been here, and He has encountered all these 
things, and we may conclude that He does not ., 
want us to endeavour to do over again what He 
has already done. What does He desire for us 
who are in the battle?, That we should exercise 
simple, true faith in the mighty Victor, instead 
of trying to encounter things by that which is 
found in ourselves. It is something like the 
triumphant language of Ps'alm ii. : "Yet have I 
set my king upon my holy hill of Zion," and 
"Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing ? '' 

The majority of Christians are making the 
greatest efforts to right things here, instead of 
going on with the Victor who has overcome all. 
He has been placed in the supreme place. " He 
is Lord of all." 

There are still other reasons why we cannot 
maintain the testimony of the first epistle with-



THE RESOURCES OF THE GODLY. 23 

out the resourees of the second epistle. The 
believer has the Spirit of God and a nature now 
which is of God, and be therefore cannot bear 
that which be knows to be evil, be hates it. 
Here, then, the devil would say, qr course, you 
cannot do with this, you must deal with it. The 
man of faith in the Lord would say, Oh no, 
all this has really been dealt "1ith in one sense_ 
by our Lord, and will in another way be openly 
dealt ,vith when He retll;rns. We will go on _ 
with the One who bas overcome all. We will go 
on with the Conqueror. We can say, Thou hast 
fought the battle all alone, and hast triumphed 
gloriously. 

We need to be aware of the way that Satan so 
easily· gets advantage of us. What are we to do? 
Turn to the Lord. He is above all and can lift us 
above all. Now if every one is above the evil, 
it is, of course, left behind and hampers us not. 

This is the way to resist the devil, resist him 
in the faith, resist. him in the Lord, sbew him 
his and your Master. Be sure you do not shew 
him yourself, or he will overcome you. Sa tan 
bas been conquered by the Lord. The flesh 
state bas been condemned in the cross. The 
world has been overcome by this blessed One. 
There is not an enemy left, unless it be what we 
are in ourselves, for that which we still are, 
aa to our natural selves, is our greatest and most 
subtle enemy." 

Of course, all these things which have been 
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overcome by our Lord are yet actually here, but 
the fact that He is on the Father's throne should 
be witness enough to us that He is the Victor. 
He bas silenced all our foes, He bas triumphed, 
as we sing sometimes : 

" We triumph in Thy triumphs, Lord." 

Well, do we? 
Now in order to put divine things rightly 

and effectively before our f ello,v men we do 
need to be in the consciousness of triumph in 
the Lord. Other,vise we are not free in our 
spirit. If we are occupied with evil in what
ever form we are not free. How could we be'} 
True liberty of spirit is only realised as we are 
occupied with the Lord. Indeed, occupation of 
heart and spirit with the Lord Jesus is ah,ays 
necessary for elevation of ideas and understand
ing of things according to God. 

It is easy to suppose that ,Ye ha Ye only to 
point out people's faults to them in order to 
correct them, that if "·e gi,e them a good 
faithful talk about this thing or that thing 
we shall set them free. N o,v is this so ? No. 

We often sing: 

"0 Lord, 'ti� joy to look above 
And see Thee on tho throne ; '' 

and indeed it is so, for in tho sense of this thero 
is real freedom from the power of evil here. 

Brethren, let us look at tho mighty Victor 
who hn.s fought the fight nlone ! lot us gnzo on 
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Him who has won an eternal victory ! There is 
not a foe on the field in the vision of faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ; but if away from Him 
and the eye off Him we shall soon see plenty of 
foes on the :field filling us with fear. 

This, then, is the line the apostle takes. How 
triumphantly he can say, " The Lord stood with 
me." " The Lord shall deliver me." " The Lord 
shall preserve me." " The Lord shall render.'' 
'' The Lord, the righteous judge.'' ''TheLordshall 
give thee understanding." " The Lord knoweth 
them that are his,'' and "let everyone that nameth 
the name of the Lord depart £ram iniquity." 

Now that is salvation. To be occupied with 
Christ, of course where Christ now is at God's 
right hand, is salvation. This will save us from 
being entangled in our minds and hearts with what 
is going on in -a great, confused christian profes
sion. It is well to remember, when once ruin 
and departure has set in, there is nothing we can 
truly confide in around us, nor may ,ve trust our 
own judgment in regard to the state of things. 

I dare say we have all thought the so-called 
" brethren " a nice little company at times, but 
we have to learn they are only frail men and 
,vomen after all, and have let us down if at any 
time we have made them an object of trust. 
However, thank God, there is One who may 
be safely and unreservedly trusted, One who is in 
the place of victory and power, and who is able 
to keep us above all that is going on here below. 
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If this blessed One had not gained this 
wonderful victory, Christians might have some 
excuse for setting themselves to improve matters. 
The one thing now is not so to do, but to move 
on with the Victor. What a wonderful thing if; 
is that a saint can now be actually in the midst 
of evil and yet be as free from it in his spirit 
and mind as though he were a thousand miles 
away from it. This is because his spirit is free, 
because he is occupied with the Victor. How 
necessary this is when evil has come in. 

Now mark, the blessed apostle does not here 
set either himself or Timothy to the impossible 
task of setting wrong things right, but keeps 
himself free with the Lord, and shews us the 
way to be kept above the evil. 

Depend upon it, we cannot carry the testimony 
of the first epistle unless we are above the state 
of things which pervades Christendom. Let us 
not be ashamed of the testimony that our God 
has given us as to the glorious place He has given 
the Lord Jesus Christ, or we shall not be able to 
stand against the current of the day we are in. 
The apostle wanted to keep Timothy in the sense 
of victory, so that he would be able to maintain 
the testimony of the grace of God to all men 
according to the first epistle. 

It would be quite natural for Timothy to

suppose that because the great apostle was in 
prison that everything was going to ruin. 
As though he said to •Timothy, Do you see that 
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blessed One on the throne ? Does that say that 
man and the devil are having their own way? 
No! God is having His way after all. 

No doubt God has allowed all this breakdown 
because He would not have His servants make 
anything on earth a source of encouragement 
apart from the Lord. We may suppose that is 
the reason he says to Timothy in chapter ii." Be 
strong in the grace that is in Christ J·esus,'> 
because evil had come in, and the profession had 
become corrupted through the saints' unfaithful
ness. Therefore instead of looking for the truth 
of things in the christian profession, we are 
instructed to find the truth of everything in the 
Person of Christ, the Lord. 

Doubtless great grace was bestowed on the 
saints who were first gathered out from the · 
corrupt profession, as found in the various sects; 
but they soon declined from it, forgetting the 
great lesson of this epistle, that everything is in 
"Christ Jesus." "Life, grace, salvation, faith and 
love, living godly," &c., are all in" Christ Jesus.n 

When the saints declined from Christ to self
exaltation, the great grace bestowed was no 
practical good to them. Still the grace itself in 
its source and true character remained the same 
in the Person of Christ. The position in which 
God has set Him remains an abiding proof of 
the favour in which man is now with God. The 
grace in which the church was manifested at the 
beginning remains in the ·Person of Christ, and 
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the faithful individual can turn from all here, 
and see the same grace there in Him, and so is 
not disheartened or discouraged by the lack of 
the expression of it in the outward profession. 

We know well how apt we are to be dis
couraged when we fail to see the proper thing in 
God's people. Every true believer, of course, 
desires to see the proper thing in his fell ow 
believers, and rightly we are not easy about each 
other unless there be some consistency with 
Christ. Surely we "Tould not wish to weaken 
this godly concern for each other, yet when things 
generally are become contrary to the .truth it is 
well to know where we can find what is perfectly 
Tight. We have to turn away to Christ. 

Now, being·'' ashamed of the testimony of our 
Lord '' may take various forms, according to the 
kind of test which comes to us. When the tone 
of things declined amongst Christians, and Christ 
in glory was lost sight of, man assumed an un
due place and things began to be put into the 
shape of organisations according to human 
thoughts and arrangements. Then of course there 
was a real danger even of the faithful man being 
a little ashamed of the testimony of the place 
that Dian has in heaven in Christ Jesus. The 
reason of this is very simple, because that ,vhich 
is hidden cannot of course be shewn to any one's 
mere natural sensibilities. Consequently the 
testimony of things connected with a divine 
Person, a Man in heaven, would have very little 
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interest to persons who had become engrossed 
with even a religious order of things on the earth. 

We not unfrequentlycome across reallydevoted,.

godly saints to-day ,vho can speak very freely 
of Christ as He was down here, but it is a rare 
thing to meet with one who can say much about 
Christ as·He now is in heaven. 

The apostle admonishes Timothy, "Remember 
Jesus Christ raised from the dead,'' that is, bear 
Him in mind in His risen character, as a man out 
of death, and ,vho is not now in this natural 
order of things, for this will counteract any effect 
on you of the state of things going on in 
Christendom. It is really surprising how people 
will-in their minds-connect Christ with things 
on the earth ; yet how can we truthfully connect 
a risen lVlan and His things with life here ? Has 
the Spirit been given to believers to connect 
Christ with them ·here, or to connect them with 
Christ where He is? Surely the. latter. 

Now remembering "Jesus Christ raised from 
the dead" delivers from this most serious error 
of connecting Christ with this life, and guards 
us against a christianising tendency, that is, 
putting Christ's name on things because they are 
what is called good-which is practically losing 
sight of His death and resur1�ection. This prac
tice of connecting the n�me of Christ ,vith things 
here, and thus accrediting human institutions 
with what Christ is, stands out as one of the most 
serious errors of a great christian profession. We
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understand that His name is a name given to Him 
after death and resurrection,and applies to Him in 
His present place of honour and glory in heaven. 

Consequently, if we are truly gathered together 
to His name, we are gathered together with those 
,vho own Him in their minds and hearts as He 
now is at God's right hand. It is much more to 
the honour of saints to be linked up with a 
glorified . Jesus, than to be joined to or belong to 
anything in the sphere of His rejection. It is 
quite natural, we know full well, to desire 
honour, and · it· is not difficult to yield to the 
temptation to honour ourselves before men, and 
even to receive honour from men and one another. 
But how serious it is to do so iri an order of 
things where our Lord has no place, and where 
He has received the cross; and yet it is to be 
feared we have all often done this: Our very 
announcement of His death involves we have 
nothing here, and that we are nothing here; but 
until He comes again, we have Him as an object 
of faith in heaven. 

It is most important that we should appre
hend the necessity of these considerations, in 
order to truthfully present Christ to men; 
because our thoughts of God are very easily 
lowered and are apt to become corrupted, and 
,ve thus almost insensibly get turned away from 
the truth of the first epistle. Our godliness 
then is not true godliness, because our thoughts 
of God have become humanised, so to speak, 
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under the influence of things going on in the 
christian profession. By the enjoyment of His 
position in glory we are kept above these in
fluences that are so plentifully at work on the 
earth. These things have to be withstood in a 
day like this. To leave sects and systems and 
then form what we may term a scriptural meet
ing is not quite enough, for if that be all we 
shall not be able to agree .with one another. 

What then is needed ? Well, simply to look 
at or to the Lord Jesus. Where saints truly 
gaze upon the Lord, instead of being occupied 
with one anothe.r, they will surely find themselves 
lifted above one another's infirmities and failures. 

When and how did the evil of the working of 
human thoughts and w·ays first intrude itself 
amongst the saints-this humanising, so to 
speak, of divine things? Was it not in the 
form of tacking the name of Christ upon men 
and things upon earth, so that men could thereby 
exalt themselves in the eyes of others ? How 
natural it is to like and even covet honou1· and 
to be made something of in the estimation of 
those around us. vVell, what is to be done 
against this weakness? We believe the sure 
safeguard is to find our joy in the honour and 
glory God has given the Lord Jesus ; this is 
the joy of the Holy Ghost, and the one who has 
it can truly sing : 

'' 0 Lord, 'tis joy to look above 
And see Thee on the throne." 
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What true joy is found in " seeing Jesus crowned 
with glory and honour,'' instead of desiring it in 
something we can connect with ourselves here. 

,v e all know the feeling and the desire too, 
and. can solemnly say, Thank God, I have made 
a little progress, I have got some knowledge of 
truth, and we praise G:od for it with very hearty 
thankfulness, without detecting that all this may 
possibly be but good thoughts of ourselves. The 
'' testimony of our Lord '' is really the only thing 
that can save us from this practice of self
admiration in good things when once the spirit 
of it is abroad in Christendom. Because instead 
of the christian profession being a shelter, as 
it would be if pure, it becomes itself one of 
the greatest difficulties of the faithful man, and 
this is the state of things to-day. 

Now notice the difficulties amongst ourselves, 
as a few seeking to be faithful to the Lord in 
purity of heart, how many· have come amongst 
us ,vith the thought, "We have now come into a 
little heaven below." Of course, they must dis
cover the mistake, and, unless these are in
structed where the true resource is and 
encouraged in it, they are in great danger of 
withdrawing from the path that can be only 
taken by faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Ho,v very important, then, it is to understand 
that our only resource is in the Lord Jesus at 
God's right hand. He will not fail any of us. 
He is well able to keep us above all false 
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influences, so that we should be in a condition 
to represent and present God here in a true 
light. If our spirit is free ,ve can help others, 
but if we are smarting under the sense and effect 
of wrong and wrongs, we shall most likely 
burden one another with what Mr. or Mrs. 
So-and-so has been saying and doing. Now 
does this sort of thing really help any one? 
Instead of this, how blessed for each one to 
be in the enjoyment of the supremacy and 
victory of our Lord, and thus truly superior to 
occurrences; for things do come in, but if we are 
only superior to them, we find they die a natural 
death, as we say. When the fire has no coals put 
on it there will 'soon be no fire, it will go out. 

The Lord is our great unfailing resource. The 
victory is in the Lord. It is an oft-repeated 
phrase, " Well, the Lord is above it all." Well, 
is He now? Do we mean it? If He is above it 
all, we should be above it all, and if we were 
going on ·with Him, indeed we would. If only 
we keep above things the devi� cannot get in ; 
he has only one Master. When we are conscious 
of things getting the· topside of us, let us go to 
the Lord, and as surely as we humble ourselves 
in His sight He will lift us up. 

We may depend that things are far too bad 
for any general recovery, yet this need not 
incapacitate us ; the Lord is sufficient to main
tain our spirits above everything. It is indeed 
a wonderful thing to see a man in prison, bound 

C 
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with a chain, and in all this jubilancy giving 
such encouragement to Timothy. He is not a 
bit disheartened. Do you think now if he had 
been occupied with the state of things he could 
possibly have avoided discouragement? All 
they of Asia had turned a way from him, and 
yet he was not discouraged.. Wonderful ! 

It is always our tendency to dwell on things 
here, and of course we ought not to be in
different and careless ; indeed, in one sense we 
cannot be so, for the Spirit in us will not allow 
us, therefore we much need to know and own 
our weakness before the Lord, or evil will get 
the topside of us. We can only be triumphant 
in His triumph. He could say to us, Be 
triumphant in My triumph, I have been through 
every form of evil and overcome it all. The One 
who is our Lord has been through all that tests 
and tries His servants, He bas felt all these 
things, He has gone through an evil world 
according to the will of God and never once 
failed. Surely, then, He is able to support us, and 
will, when we are according to the will of God . 
.., If we get under the influence of evil, it will 

rule our behaviour; then let us remember the Lord 
has all in His hand, He knows what He is doing 
in an He is permitting. The apostle was in the 
power of this and committed all to the Lord. We 
may be sure that it was a very great triumph for 
the aged apostle, ,vho ha.d seen so many souls 
converted through his pr�achirig, and who had 
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planted so many churches, to be able, when shut 
up in prison, to hand over to the Lord all the 
work, and its results too. As though he said, I 
cannot attend to these dear souls and these 
churches ap.y longer, but I just leave it all to 
Thee. Beautiful, is it not? 

One often sees most godly .devoted brothers 
who are so anxious in their care for the saints 
and the meetings that they really put every one 
into bondage of spirit. It is very possible for 
one to care for a meeting as if it were his own. 
When such an one observes anything not quite 
right he must point it out, and whatever is not 
up to the mark of his sincere conviction must be 
altered. This anxiety and undue attention to 
details proceeds from a burdened state ; such an 
one needs to get above what he discerns before 
he can point out anything profitably, he will then 
speak and act in the grace of the Lord instead 
of from his own feelings. 
· There is doubtless many a godly devoted
brother who has seriously damaged his meeting
with what we may call excessive care. vVe have

. .

known those who had such an overwhelming 
sense of their responsibility that it has really 
broken down their bodily health. What poor 
things we are ! We might indeed have a very 
hard Master, or no Master at all. Our gracious 
Master would not have us carry the weight of 
things, we are not able to bear it, we have to 
learn to give Him the weight and act under Him. 



36 GODLINESS, on CHRISTIAN PIETY. 

"\Ve can really be a help and encouragement to 
each other when we are kept up ourselves. 
Surely the practice of some in ever looking on 
tbe dark side, and singing doleful song, is very 
dishonouring to the Lord, for it is just as though 
the evil was having the upper hand. 

The prophet Habakkuk illustrates the point of 
this epistle beautifully. In the early or first part 
of bis prophecy he is occupied with the evil. We 
may say God was unfolding or exposing things 
in the first part of the prophecy ; but ho,v won
drously and victoriously the prophet changes his 
tune towards the end. " Although the fig tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God 
is my strength," &c. 

So that if there was not a solitary flower, no 
fruit, no cattle and no produce, he would have 
God left, and so he practically says, I have the 
Lord and He is enough. The blessed apostle in 
a spiritual ,vay was much like this when bereft 
of the sphere of his long active labours, and the 
joy of active service, when many who bad 
received blessing through him turned away from 
him, when not a man stood by him, what had be 
left ? He had the Lord and realised Him and 
enjoyed Him more than ever. 
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We may moan and groan because so few come 
in to hear, little understanding that the Lord 
may even keep blessing back until He is Him
self everything to us. As though He said to us, 
I dare not let you have much blessing for you 
are so easily distracted from l\tie by it. When I 
am everything to you, then you shall have bless
ing in additions and conversions. People will 
then come in and souls are converted; ,vhy ?
because the Lord has His place. 

He seems to test us at times and withholds 
blessing that He may prove us, as to what place 
He has in our hearts and minds. The apostle 
was tested severely at the finish, but found the 
Lord to· be everytliing, which indeed He is. 
Doubtless he could have said, If there be no fruit 
on the tree, nor herd in the stall, I will rejoiGe in 
Him, He is• enough for His servant. 

The christian profession is growing worse and 
worse and will have to go on to judgment. The 
only way for the faithful man is to be superior 
to it. It is surely right and seemly to sigh and 
groan over the abominations committed. Th:e 
more we sigh and groan the better if only we do 
it all before the Lord in secret. If we are alone · 
with Him and sigh and groan there, most surely 
He will lift us up, and use us in His own victory 
and for the deliverance of those whose heart is 
truly after Him. 



PART III. 

THE SAFEGUARD OF THE GODLY AGAINST 

ANTICHRIST. 

(1 JOHN II, 12-20.) 

IT is really ,vonderful how everything has been 
foreseen and provided for that could hinder or 
prevent the Haints maintaining in simplicity and 
faithfulness the testimony of God as presented 
in the first Epistle to Timothy. For not only is 
there given us an all-sufficient and unfailing re
source in our victorious and glorified Lord Jesus, 
as against the ruin and corruption of the christian 
profession, but we have in this epistle the most 
complete safeguard for our spiritual affections 
against the seductions of Antichrist. This form 
of the enemy's opposition to the truth was carried 
on through men who were but the tools of Satan, 
who had been amongst Christians and had gone 
out from them, having given up all that was the 
true christian revelation of God as Father 
revealed in the Son. While the Jews had re
jected Jesus as the Christ, there were now those 
amongst the Gentiles who denied the Fathet, as 
revealed in Jesus Christ, His beloved Son. 

Thus we see there are not only the dangers and 
difficulties existing inside the christian profession, 
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which are answered perfectly by the "testimony 
of our Lord," but yet another_ and even more 
subtle snare is here exposed, by which �he 
enemy would entangle the spiritual affections of 
believers, and of course especially those of the 
babes in Christ. The writings of John are thus 
given last of all in the New Testament to 
protect, preserve and recover the spiritual affec
tions of God's children, so that the infinite 
affections of divine persons should satisfy the 
he.arts of those who knew God as Father, in His 
Son, and by the Spirit. The men here described 
had left true Christianity to set up and promote 
a spurious counterfeit by which Satan could 
allure and seduce the hearts of the children of 
God from the Son and the Father. 

Now we know that the two great thoughts of 
divine persons peculiar to Christianity are, "To 
us there is but one God, the Father .... and one 
Lord Jesus Christ"; and it would appear that the 
"Father " as revealed in the " Son," of course, 
answers the spiritual affections which are in us 
as God's children, and '' The Lord '' answers our 

. 

. 

weakness against the enemy's power. 
The Lord Jesus is victorious over all the 

power of the enemy, He is in the place of 
triumph; but there is also another side of 
things, we -are born aga,in, born of God, we have 
a nature that loves and . which must have· an 
a,nswer, and nothing imperfect or unholy will do 
for it ; indeed, there is nothing good enough for 
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the Rpiritual affections of God's children but God 
Himself. 

The affections that He has created must find 
their answer in Himse]f ,vithout doubt; indeed, 
,ve may safely conclude that when God created 
these affections He did not intend anything to 
answer them but Himself, as no,v known in His 
Son. Hence the aged apostle here seeks to 
guard young believers against what is termed 
"antichrist," that is, the opposer of Christ. 

Now it is most important to understand and 
bear in mind the ,vay Antichrist works in the 
present day of Christ's absence from this world. 
There ,vill be a personal Antichrist by-and-by, 
of course, but there are now many antichrists, 
therefore the character in ,,hich Antichrist 
110,v works must be spiritual, because there are 
many. This opposition to Christ is carried on 
no,v in the affections of God's children-through 
Satan's ministers-by their substituting some 
object for believers' spiritual affections otherwise 
than the Son and the Father. It does not 
appear to be a question as to what the particular 
object may be; indeed, anything, however good 
in itself, will suit the enemy's ,viles so long as it 
is not the Son and the Father. 

It is most likely that Satan, being 110,v "trans
formed as an angel of light,'' ,vould not even 
oppose the idea of God as a Creator and Supreme 
Being, if by such though ta of God people cnn bo 
blinded to the blessed light of divine Persons. 
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What we mean is, that in the Old Testament 
the great truth of one God was maintained ; one 
God in contrast with many false gods; but im
mediately we open the New Testament we have 
placed before us the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, that is, the persons who constitute the 
Godhead. 

Now the affections which God has created in 
His present family of children, in His Son, 
cannot find their answer in the thought of God 
as Creator and supreme in position and power, 
important as these thoughts of God may be; 
these affections are of a nature and character 
only to be satisfied ,vith God as known in love, 
and how is this known save in the Son, who has 
died for us? 

So we may say, as having received the Spirit, 
that one divine Person dwells in God's children, 
to occupy them with the other two, namely, the 
Father and the Son. That is the reason why 
the apostle says, he is Antichrist who denies the 
Father and the Son. For while the Jewish 
form of Antichrist is the denial of Jesus as the 
anointed One, the Messiah, the form Antichrist 
takes now as to Satan's wiles amongst the 
Gentiles is the denial. of the Son, and the Father 
as thus known. 

The mass 0£ true Christians to-day, while 
pretty clear that God bas sent Jesus to die 
for them, and that He will take them to heaven 
when they leave this world, yet have very 

c2 
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obscure thoughts of divine Persons, the Father 
and· the Son. This is because their affections 
are corrupted, and not finding an answer to 
their spiritual desires, they are induced to rush 
into religious activity and all sorts of things, 
either religious or even ,vhat is called worldly, 
because their hearts crave satisfaction. 

' 

Now if these beloved children only understood 
that the Father's love is the only true answer to 
their spiritual desires, they would find abundant 
satisfaction in the Father's heart, and they w�uld 
then serve aright, for all true christian service 
must flow from divine affections. 

There is an immense difference between serv
ing in love, as the result of enjoying the Father's 
love in His Son,. and serving as a means of 
obtaining satisfaction and joy. God has planted 
desires in the hearts of His children which have 
to be met in some way, and it is most important 
that each one should understand ,vhat alone can 
satisfy their desires. 

The enemy is ever ready to suggest, Now this 
will supply your ,vant, and the other will meet 
your desire; all this is false and only deceives. 
'rhe Father and the Son alone can supply what 
our hearts desire, therefore the aged apostle, 
seeking to guard God's children against this 
subtle opposition to Christ in the hearts of His 
people, says : " Let that therefore abide in you, 
which ye have heard from the beginning. If

that which ye have heard from the beginning 
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shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the 
Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise 
that he hath promised us, even eternal life." 
That is, eternal life, a life of divine affections 
found in divine Persons. Sut'h a life knows no 
death. It is outside the scene and sphere of 
death. What a wonderful thought, that our 
God should have it in His hear·t to create in us 
affections which He only could answer! It is 
indeed wonderful,· but truly ·worthy of a being 
who is " love " itself. 

Surely He only can answer wha·t is of Himself 
in us, and He has placed it there in order that 
He might have His own heart answered from 
us. This comes out iri chapter "iv. of the gospel. 
" The Father seeketh worshippers," that is, those 
who by the living water have their hearts carried 
up into this life of divine affections, in "'hich 
divine Persons and divine affections, as thus 
enjoyed, so -entrance their hearts that they are 
in ecstasies of joy and delight before the Father, 
in the sense of what. He is as known and enjoyed 
in His Son. 

What a contrast all this ·is with what ,ve find 
in ·the Old Testament, where there was the 
desire without the means of answering it. In a 
sense- ·the affections were there, as in David
" As the hart panteth aJter the water brooks, so 
panteth my sQul after thee, 0 God." Thirsting 
indeed ·after God, but without that knowledge of 
Him which answers the thirst. Thank God, ,vo 
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need not now to hunt after the living water for 
,ve have it. "Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst." Now 
if we go on in the Spirit, and so have divine, 
Persons before us, there is no thirst. In the 
Spirit we have always divine Persons before us; 
any other objects than divine Persons could not 
be found in the Spirit. 

Evidently David "'as not satisfied with exist
ing conditions; indeed, he was not nor can any 
one be satisfied outside the Spirit, for in the 
Spirit the only objects are found which can 
satisfy. We need not be uneasy as to other 
things, all will fall into order when divine 
Persons have their place; but there is no thirsting 
here. 

. The figure of a fountain is striking and in
structive, for the word should be faun tain rather 
than well. "\Ve well know the principle of a 
fountain. When ,vater springs up ,vith force 
,ve conclude there is a supply somewhere quite 
as high as the water goes up, and so it is, for 
this living ,vater is from Christ on high no,v 
with the Father, and is so living and active 
that it cannot be made to stop on the way back 
to its source, carrying the affections of the saint 
,vith it. This quite accounts for a believer's 
dissatisfaction and heaviness of spirit, too, when 
diverted and distracted from Christ; for if we 
are unwilling to move with the living water 
in its own course, ,ve must feel the upward 
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pressure against our downward inclination, be
cause our hearts are not moving with the water 
of life. 

. 

No wonder, then, that a Christian who is not 
enjoying di vine affections is even more dis
satisfied than a man of the world. Can we 
in this light be surprised at the vast amount 
of murmuring amongst even true Christians 
because when our spiritual affections are not 
satisfied we are not able to really enjoy any
thing properly. When, ho,vever, we are in the 
enjoyment of the love of divine Persons even 
natural things can be truly enjoyed, as given to 
us of the same God, so that no one in this sense 
can as well enjoy this life as God's children 
when they are going on right spiritually. 

Of course, we mean this life in the sense of 
the things God gives us in it-wife, family, food, 
pleasant and profitable things even in creation: 
all can be enjoyed when the Father and the 
Son are really the Objects of our spiritual 
affections ; for only so long as they have their 
place can we truly use everything, and are not 
unduly pressed in adversity, because we do not 
seek our satisfaction in natural things. We may 
be sure that if ,ve are not already satisfied that 
we shall seek it in something. The great thing 
is to be satisfied, and then these things fall into 
their proper place. 

It is important to understand that ,vhen the 
apostle says '' Love not the world, neither the 
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things ,vhich are in the world" that he is re
ferring to -the principles] '\\hich govern or cha-

. racterise the persons who compose the present 
course of things. " The lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" are 
the principles that govern fallen, sinful man, 
as inherited from what Satan introduced in the 
garden of Eden. 

The desire of the eyes, the desire of the flesh, 
and what is highly- esteemed among men are 
certainly principles which control e-ven/the un
converted religious, as well as others.• Instead 
of these things con trolling God's children, they 
have the love of. divine Persons to rule their 
hearts, so that it is now possible to see a thing 
without. desiring it, to handle a thing without 
desiring it, to walk through this world without 
aspiring to be honoured by man. 
: We may, then, conclude that if we have 
"the testimony of our Lord," His power- and 

·· supremacy, and the love of divine Persons to
answer our spiritual affections, we : can still
maintain the testimony of God. If we are
enjoying divine Persons, we can surely present
God to men iri a true light, and this is the great
thing, both to present and represent God in· a
true way.
· The principle of the world began with Cain.
When poor fallen man wanders a way from God,
ne must needs endeavour to satisfy himself with
anything he. can get .in the world.. Whenever
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God is not enough-alone enough-mischief 
begins. It has been said, '' Man gave God up 
for an apple." 

A dissatisfied heart is always in danger. We· 
are never Satan-proof with a dissatisfied heart,: 
for he will surely present something to such an 
one and say, " This will satisfy you.'.' But it 
will not. However, he is powerless with one 
who is already satisfied. We are Satan-proof 
when satisfied, and only then. · 

The tempter has had great experience with 
mankind, and has in Christianity adapted him
self to a spiritual order of opposition. So we 
need to beware. 

All this accounts for God's people being so 
constantly given to change, ever trying this 
thing and that, ever_ ,vanting something new, 
which is after all only the old newly dressed. 
Surely what is at the bottom of all this is 
unsupplied need. 

We may read books, and a good old divine 
will tell you that if you pray all day you may 
find satisfaction; and another if you give all 
your money away you will gain what your soul 
craves. We may say, Oh, if our meeting was 
only in a better state ! if only more people would 
come into our preaching! if there was more gift 
amongst us ! if we had more ministry ! always 
something. · What ! have we the affections . of 
divine Persons, and are not they enough? What 
a shame! 



48 GODLINESS, OR CHRISTIAN PIETY. 

Thank God, there is a way of rest, which is 
much more than relief. Many we doubt not 
know something of relief who know little or 
nothing of rest. " Come unto me." "Learn of· 
me." In the blessed object of the Father's heart 
true rest may be enjoyed. 

Now affection must have affection, and our 
God has created affections in His children which 
must have the affections of the Father and the 
Son. There is plenty of love in the Father's 
heart ; He ,vould ever say to His children, Come, 
here is plenty of love for you, plenty of love in 
the Father's heart towards you; I have given 
1\lly Son for you; He has gone into death to lay 
open My heart to you without limit or reserve. 
Thus the children are to allow the Father and 
the Son to be the Object that ans,vers their 
affections, in order to keep Satan out; for Satan 
will be in at some point if we are dissatisfied, we 
a re never Satan-proof in a dissatisfied state. 

Indeed, the enemy can set our very needs 
against us. See his subtlety against the blessed 
Lord, as he suggested to Him when hungry to 
make the stones into bread. So our necessities 
as being in this world can be made to act against 
our spiritual prosperity. The enemy can say, 
Here you have need, now plunge into business, 
go ahead with all sorts of things; then God must 
come in and break all down in order to keep 
your heart true to Himself. God speaks, and 
says, I want your affections, you may trust Me 

" 
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to order your bread and butter when I have 
your affections. Do we really think He will be 
worse to us than an earthly father? Surely not. 
Has He not definitely undertaken to be a Father 
to those whose hearts are purely towards Him
self? Indeed He has. 

Now many Christians are so busy that they 
lose the enjoyment of divine affections. They 
are not aware of Antichrist. It is astonishing 
how little we may heed the provision our God 
has made-·for the safety of our affections while 
here. Thus the aged apostle was used to write 
this epistle to guard us, and he writes this 
particular bit to the youngest of believers, and 
what applies to the youngest is still needed by 
the oldest, for in divine things we can never 
dispense ,vith anything. None of us can do 
without this precious counsel and guidance, for 
if we have advanced to be young men or fathers, 
remember - Antichrist is always at work to 
oppose Christ in our heart's as the revelation. of 
the Father in love as known in His Son. 

We fail to see how Antichrist can oppose 
Christ anywhere now, save in the affections of 
God's children. It is because he so works in this 
spiritual, unseen way, substituting something 
for the person of the Son, that such attention is 
called to the teaching of the unction of the 
Holy One. It matters little to the enemy "'hat 
the thing may be so long as it is not Christ. 
We may make an object of the best religious 
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thing, of the most precious truths, of the most 
useful service, and be unopposed by the enemy, 
if only it serves to divert and distract us from 
the Father and the Son. How subtle the whole 
thing is, and how blessed and good of our God 
to give us this portion of scripture �o guard us. 

Remember he is writing this to babes, for such 
are meant in verse 13 and in verses 18-27. All 
such know the Father by the Spirit of the Son 
in them, and are held responsible to be true to 
God as Father in Jesus Christ His Son. All this 
of course supposes the Son has a place in their 
hearts, or they would not know the Father, and 
the object of the Spirit is only and always the 
Son, in whom the Father is only known. 

The apostle is not finding fault with the babes 
here, he is simply and only guarding them ; he 
is shewing them their danger, so that they may 
be on their guard, and not finding fault with 
them. It is a great thing to be forearmed, and 
to be fore warned is to be forearmed. If we had 
all taken more heed to this warning our souls 
would have escaped much sorrowful experience. 

We are to keep ourselves in the love. of God, 
we are not to occupy ourselves with the thousand 
and one things Satan would thrust into our 
hearts and minds. We are to .mind one thing, 
this is the proper thing, for whatever is not 
Himself as object, beware of it lest it should get 
His place in your heart. The Spirit will she,v

us anything that is opposing Christ, we do not 
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need any one to point it out to us exactly, for 
each one is first conscious of it if true to Christ. 

·"Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and
ye know all things." We may understand that 
the apostle is not here speaking of teaching in a 
general ,vay, but teaching in respect of Anti
christ, so that the youngest saint may be aware 
of. the working of Antichrist. It might deceive 
us, but it cannot deceive the unction, and the 
unction shews us, and says, Now come, that is 

· not Christ, that is not the Father and the Son.
Oh, but it is a good work and doing a great deal
of good. But it is not the Father and the Son.
But I believe it is good. It is not, however, the
Father and the Son.

If we obey the Spirit's teaching, we are sure
to abide in the Son as the light of God as
Father, a�d perfect love, because He will shew
us anything that is taking the place of the
Person. Thus if any one is true to the Spirit of
God he is preserved, for He will not allow us to
be easy so long as there is something disputing
the place of the Son in our hearts and thoughts.
When this is the case we may try anything and
everything, but there will be no real rest.
· Well, what is the matter? this is it, something
has His place. . As we are Christians, and so love
what is good, we would never knowingly let in
a bad thing; indeed, that which diverts us might
be a thing right enough in itself, but out of its
place.
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The truth is Himself, or rather He is the truth; 
there are a great many true things that· are short 

. of the truth. The truth is always Himself. A 
divine Person in manhood must of course be 
€Verything. So the babes are warned of Anti
christ ; the young men, of the world ; and the 
fathers! well, they are not exactly warned, and 
still it is a sort of warning, for in �elling them 
what was true of them twice he gives them a 
sort of admonition to kee1) there. 

Antichrist is far too many for any of us, be 
would deceive us right and left as we say, but be 
eannot deceive the Spirit. The Spirit is very 
jealous of our hearts, for He has, so to speak, 
taken possession of us for the Son and the 
Father. He is in us to maintain Christ entirely 
as the object of the affections of the saints. It 
is said, "He shall testify of me," but tpere would 
be no effect of His testifying to people who have 
not Him before them, for they would never take 
it in, of course. 

There is the simplicity of object, nothing more 
simple. We can thus let things go, not merely 
because they are wrong things, but because they 
are diverting from Himself. ·We drop them for 
His sake, because He is paramount ; of this place 
He is well worthy. The point of the ha ttle of 
-exercise is, which shall be paramount. The
Spirit is al ways active that Christ may be para-
mount with us, and unless He is so the affections
.are not right, and selfishness works. The Spirit's



THE SAFEGUARD OF THE GODLY. 53 

object is Christ always, and unless He is really 
our object we cannot avoid self.consideration, and 
thus self "'ill colour all we do. It is in this way 
that the oneness of the saints is marred, and dis
agreement ensues. Helf-consideration comes in 
first, and Antichrist has gained his point. Satan 
will do his utmost against Christ having the 
supreme place in the hearts of His people, for it 
is the only place in which he can really oppose 
Christ now. Christ i3 not here personally to be 
opposed, and Satan cannot oppose Him where He 
is on the Father's throne, so where can he now 
oppose Christ, save in the hearts of His people? 

The Ephesians left their first love, and nothing 
else would satisfy the blessed Lord; however 
splendid their gifts and qualities and service 
might be, He declared that unless they repented, 
He would put the candlestick out of its place. 
If ,ve are to be a light for the Lord we have one 
thing above all others to mind ; for a Person who 
has given Himself for us could never accept our 
service for Him when love is lacking. The 
scripture affirms that if a man gave all he had 
for love it would be utterly contemned. 

The primary question is not what are we doing 
for Christ, but' what is He to us? Are we satis
fied? If not, why not? How necessary, then, 
indeed, absolutely necessary it is, that we should 
be established in the testimony of our Lord as in 
2 Timothy, and also be in the enjoyment of the 
Son and the Father as in these verses, in order 
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to maintain the attitude of God towards all men 
as set forth in Christ, and to live godly in Christ 
Jesus. How can any one maintain ·a full, true 
testimony for God unless he is in the enjoyment 
of God ! and full, free enjoyment of God must 
be as He is known in the Son, who reveals Him 
as Father in love. 

Antichrist ever substitutes something for 
Christ, while the Spirit always ,vorks to give 
Christ a larger and larger place. One may even 
say, Oh ! how I love my Bible, surely a grand 
thing! no book to compare with it! However, 
ask yourself, Does my Bible love me ? Is this 
then, even the very best thing on earth, to have 
the place of the One who has given Himself for 
mE ? Oh, no. Even this must be subordinate 
to Himself. 

There is only One of whom you can say, I love 
Him because He first loved me. You could not 
say that of any other person, and certainly not 
of things. The Bible is only rightly valued when 
He has His place, and we can only understand 
it aright as He has His place. 

Then let us continue in the Father and the 
Son. We must never move from divine Persons 
in our affections. This is the only safeguard for 
this day of Christianity and Christ's absence. 
So long as God's people attend to this point they 
are safe. 

Notice now how much more he has to say to 
the babes in this chapter than either to the 
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young lll:en or fathers. The apostle doubtless 
understood that their danger was the crucial 
point for all, and that if this was overlooked all 
else would be ,vrong; but if this is right all the 
rest is in order, because the· affections are in 
divine order. 

The bett'er any one is grounded in the first four 
1·ules of arithmetic, addition, subtraction, multi
plication and division, the better he will be 
qualified to learn the more advanced rules, and 
this principle applies to pretty nearly everything 
in natural culture. Then how much more does 
this principle apply to the culture of the soul, and 
to soul growth. We cannot dispense with the 
beginning, we need it all the way. Hence the 
great importance of guarding the babes and 
preserving in purity the babe stage. An un
corrupted babe is very beautiful. Did you ever 
see any one do bis utmost to divert the attention 
of a child from its mother, when in its mother's 
arms and conscious of its mother's presence? He 
would almost surely fail. What a lesson is here, 
for the uncorrupted child is sure to answer to 
the parent. 

Therefore the wiles of Antichrist are exercised 
in corrupting the affections by gradually familiar
ising God's children with. things never thought 
of at their conversion. The object set before 
the babe by the Spirit at the beginning is never 
changed however much the child grows, and 
this being so the babe stage is to be maintained 
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throughout. A babe who knows its mother can 
distinguish her from any one else, and no one 
can deceive it. What a genuine thing is true, 
uncorrupted affection. 

We may then conclude that our God intends 
that what has been manifested in the flesh, and 
received up into glory, shall give character to 
our testimony and piety. When, however, the 
mass of believers have declined from this way of 
regarding God, and have become enslaved to 
human ideas of God, derived from a past order 
of things according to the flesh, it becomes 
necessary to know our resources in the Lord 
and Christ, and in the Son and the Father. 

The position of our Lord in glory and the 
establishment of all God's thoughts of and 
for man there ensures triumph of soul and 
spirit over what is religiously set up on the 
earth. 

Furthermore, the maintenance of purity of 
affection towards the Son and the Father, under 
the hallowed influence of that holy love so fully 
expressed in Christ's death, and now infinitely 
towards us all on the part of divine Persons, 
furnishes each one, even the youngest of babes, 
with an invulnerable safeguard against the 
corru1)ting influences of Antichrist. Surely, 
then, we may exultingly say, To us there is 
one God the Father and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
to be understood, enjoyed and made known, in 
that piety which is in Christ Jesus. 
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