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PREACHING THE GOSPEL. 

Never was the truth so widely 
.f.reachec1 as it is to-day, but even 
'the truth " is not all; the way it is 

set forth is most important. 
In this, two edremes are alike to 

be avoided. 
A truly godly pastor or teacij,er nrny 

often fall into the one ·when 110 
essays to prea~h the Gosrel, (thus be
coming, as is so common in this thy 
of need, .-, a servant of all work.") 

Fmniliar with a wide range of 
divine trutp., and accustomed to 
adclress believers, though ignorant of 
how to reach lost sinners, he fre
quently pursues his subject to heights 
that, although delightful to h;s o,rn 
sonl, are far beyond the ken of his 

•. unsaved hearers. 
Not content with &uch a mistake, 
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he frequently underrates the evange
list pure and simple, and insists on a 
high range of truth being included in 
every Gospel discourse, forgetful that 
in doing so he tacitly condemns the 
simple ac1c1resses of the New Testa
ment. 

Few who are really unsaved are 
converted under such a ministry, 
although those that are generally 
stand. • 

'l'he other extreme may often l:e 
seen in a real evangelist. He under
stands at lea,st sufficient of the 
Gospel to meet the needs of his 
hea,rers, but frequently overlays its 
simplicity with a profusion of a,nec
dotes. His gravest fau1ts are, how
ever, seen in the after-meeting that 
invariably follows, not alone in a 
general zea,l, that often outruns -
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discretion, but particularly in ex
tracting hasty and premature c,oufes
sions of Christ, to the great after
damage of the confessors. He is 
fond of counting his converts, ,vho 
are fre(]uently numerous, but not, 
alas, very steacly. 

These extremes woulr1 han1ly nccr1 
pointing out were the• former crrrJr 
not so largely j nstzficd, and the latter 
so dangerous, especially to the young 
and naturally susceptible. 

As might be expected, those who 
fall into the one strongly condemn 
the other, speaking of it either as 
"too high" or as "too sensational," 
though ignorant themselves 'of the 
true path. 

" He that winneth souls is wise," 
arn1 avoids both extremes. Excluding 
all extraneous matter, he first seeks 
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to :::,rouse· a sense of need, and then 
to m,pet it. He is in earnest-:m 
earnestness that can be felt: he is 
prayerful, he is simple, he is short. 

His address, pointed and powerful, 
is followed by an after-meeting, 
wlwuover he feels there are awakenecf~ 
rmc1 inquirina souls, and here his 
sriiritual wis1om a.nd practised skill 
shine forth. 

Like a surgeon on his sick rounds, 
his remedies vary with his cases. 
Sometimes eonstraining, sometimes 
holc1ing back,-now deopcnin;.;· the 
sense of sin, and now pointi11g to 
Christ, he is less anxious about the 
number of his converts, than about 
the rrnlity of their conversion. 

1\foy the Lord multiply real soul
winncrs. 
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