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''.YE ARE BOUGHT'' 

----<>►---

I-THE BOUGHT WORLD

" The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a :field ; 
the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyetli that :field." 

-Matt. xiii. 44.

T
HERE are eight parables of the Lord recorded

in Matthew, chap. xiii. 1-52. 

Four of the number were spoken by Him from 

the prow of a boat run on the western margin of 

the Lake of Galilee to the multitudes who lined 

the shore. The four forming the first group were 

these : 

I-The parable of the Sower.

II-The parable of the Tares in the wheatfield.

III-The parable of the Mustard-seed.

IV-The parable of the Leaven hid in the meal.

The parables of the second group were spoken 
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by the Lord not in the open-air. to the people, but 
indoors to His disciples, after He had sent the 
tnultitudes away. (See verses 34-36): 

I-The parable of the Treasure hid in a field.
II-The parable of the Pearl of great price.

III-The parable of the Drag-net.
lV-The parable of the Householder.

These two groups differ much in character, 
though they are closely connected, being parables 
of the Kingdo1n. 

These eight similitudes fall into four pairs, a 
perfect example of which is given in the two 
contained in verses 44-46-the parables of the 
Treasure and the Pearl. The connecting link 
between the two is that of purchase: the Treasure 
and the Pearl are alike bought. 

In both, the Lord more than incidentally un
folds the fundamental truth of purchase. In the 
first He refers to the purchase by Himself of the 
world� while in the second He speaks of His 
purchase of the Church. 

THE PURCHASER 

The one denominated by the Lord as "a man" 

is Himself as the Son of Man (verse 37). He 
was the first to apply that title to Hin1self. It 
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is met with in the four Gospels more than eighty 
times, and was associated by Him with all that was 
peculiar· to Himself as between His humiliation 
and His exaltation.- Two illustrations of this 
mar �e given .. On one occasion an impulsive, 
would-be disciple said to Him, "Lord, I will follow 
Thee whithersoever Thou goest." The Lord's 
reply was, "Foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay His head" (Luke ix. 57, 58). He 
as Son of Man was a "hon1eless stranger " on the 
e·arth " His hands had made." 

He connected this title with His coming in 
power and glory. When adjured by the corn1pt 
high-priest, Caiaphas, whether He were the Son 
of God� He replied : "Hereafter shall ye see the 
Son of Man sitting· on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven" (Matt. 
xxvi. 64). Stephen was, as far as is kno,vn, the
first man to use it of the Lord, when he said :
"Behold, I see ... the Son ·of Man standing on
the right hand of God" (Acts vii. 56).

So far as· any record exists, the disciples never 
used it to or of the Lord during His sojourn on 
earth. It js in this peculiar character of Son of 
Man that He buys the field. 
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THE PURCHASED 

The "field " undoubtedly stands for the world. 
"The field is the world" ( verse 38). 

Not the beautifully ordered world merely upon 
which the races of mankind live; but chiefly the 
world of men : the same "world" (mankind) that 
God loved; that Christ came to save; that the 
Spirit came to convict ; that " world " to which 
the Gospel has to be preached, and that morally 
lies in the Lawless One. 

The clear-eyed child of God looks out day by 
day upon a world of men bought by the blood 
of the Holy Lord, and prays that men n1ight 
know Him to whom they owe "life and breath 
and all things." 

THE TREASURE 

The plural noun "treasure" stands here as 
elsewhere for things having a kindred character 
whether "old" or " new " (verse 52). It was a 
hidden treasure. Strange things have been sug
gested as interpretations of the meaning of the 
parabolic term " treasure " ; such as,. the hidden 
thing was the Jew : the whole house of Israel. 
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When has the Jew, from the beginning of his 
history, been a hidden thing? His face, form, 
language, and religion, besides his character, 
make his hiding an in1possibility. 

Another theory, less tenable still, has been sug
gested, �h-at the "treasure " represents the "Lost 
Ten Tribes" I When were the ten tribes lost? 
They were not lost sight of in Peter's day; for 
he wrote the first of his two epistles to them (see 
I Pet. i. I), or at least those portions of the tribes 
scattered throughout the five Roman provinces 
mentioned in the opening part of his letter. 
James also wrote to the "twelve tribes ... scat
tered abroad" (Jas. i. I). Paul recognized their 
existence, in his address before Agrippa, in the 
words, "our twelve tribes" (Acts xxvi. 7). 

Yet another theory is that the " treasure " is 
a figure for a Jewish remnant of the future ! 

It includes all the saints of the Kingdom, some 
of whom lived and died before the day of Pente
cost, and some will live after the Church-the 
Body-has been placed in glory with the Head. 
It then has reference to the "sons of the kingdom." 

The "treasure " is vast, valuable, and beautiful, 
a joy to the Possessor. 
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THE TWO HIDINGS 

It was hidden in mor.al and spiritual darkness, 

for "darkness covered the earth, and gross dark

ness the people." There was only One who could 

find it. Only One whose eyes could pierce down 
into the darkness wherein it lay, and see it in its · 

._v..alue and vastness. "The kingdom of heaven is 

like unto treasure hid in a field," said the Treasure

finder; and He knew. · 

The s·econd hiding was simply this : the non

disclosure of it until the "field" had been bought 

by the Finder. Even to-day no one but the Lord 

can know the vastness of the treasure. Elijah, 

the greatest man of his day, the truest servant 

God had then on earth, did not know how many . 

God had in wicked Israel, who feared Him. It 

must have been a surprise to the despondent 

prophet to learn that there were " seven thousand 

in Israel, all the knees of which had not bowed 

unto Baal, and every mouth which had not kissed 

him" (I Kings xix. 18). Even so it is with regard 

to the "sons of the kingdom," they are in a great 

measure hidden from the eyes of the men of the 

world ; but "the Lord knoweth them that are 
His." 
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SELLING TO BUY 

The Treasure-finder is described as going and 
"selling all that he had." 

('Going" ! The going of the Treasure-finder was 
simply the Lord going forth from heaven to earth 
by way of incarnation-and the various stages 
and experiences of growth and development
through humiliation, sorrow, and suffering, unto 
death. It was His going forth to Bethlehem, and 
from thence to Calvary. What a going I What 
a path! Never hitherto trod and never again to 
be trod, even by the Treasure-seeker I 

SELLING 

The Treasure-seeker sold all that He had. That 
is, He gave up all that was distinctively His own 
in heaven and on earth. "Ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He becijme poor, that ye through 
His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). 

BUYING 

He bought the field that He might redeem the 
treasure. He bought it at the cost of His body, 
blood, and spirit. "He gave Hin1self a ransom." 

More could not be given ; less would not have 
sufficed. 
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JOY 

Joy of heart led Him on in the arduous work of 
selling and buying. Joy filled His heart as He 
looked down from the height of heaven upon the 
earth and saw disclosed the treasure that was to 
be His by purchase. 

In the power of that joy, and the added one of 
doing the will of His Father, He descended step 
by step into the place of loneliness, shame, and 
suffering. "Jesus . . . who for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the �ross, despising the 
shame . . . is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God " (Heb. xii. 2). He is now waiting 
the _time for the '' redemption of the purchased 
possession unto the praise of His glory " (Eph. 
i. 14).
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II-THE BOUGHT CHURCH

"Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man. 
seeking goodly pearls : who when he had found one pearl of 
great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it." 

-Matt. xiii. 45, 46

THE MERCHANT MAN 

T
HE word translated "merchant" has a double

meaning. It means a traveller and then a 

.trader. The Lord was both. None ever travelled 

so far as He did. From heaven to earth He came. 

From the throne to the manger and the cross He 

descended. What an immeasurable distance be-

( tween the former and the latter ! He was a trader

as well, this Pearl-n1erchant. 

He was '' seeking goodly pearls." The figure 

"pearls " stands for the various companies of 

saints to be found by Him, the Lord, in due time. 

It has often been pointed out that in the words of 

James, quoted in Acts xv. 13-17, that there are 

several of such companies mentioned. 
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First, a people taken out of the Gentiles "for 

His Name" (verse 14). This represents the present 

work of grace among the nations of the earth. 

Second, God has said, "After this I will return 

and build again the tabernacle of David," etc. 

(verse 16). He will by and by begin to work 

,vith the Jews and gather together the remnants 

of Israel. 

Third, then later on, the "residue of n1en will 

seek after the Lord and all the nations upon whom 

My Name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all 

these things" (verse 17). Each tribe of Israel 

will be a pearl, as well as each nation of earth. 

· Here, then, in one brief portion of Scripture we

have disclosed God's purpose to have for His Son 

a cluster of '' goodly pearls." 

ONE PEARL 

"When He had found one pearl of great price," 

etc. It would be a waste of time to mention the 

various distressing theories of conventional com

mentators regarding the identity of the "one 

pearl." The indivisible numeral seen1s to be the 

key to open up its meaning. For that number is 

characteristic of this present age. It is the nun1ber 

of the seven-fold '' unity of the Spirit." 
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UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 

I. " One God and Father of all, who is above all
and through all and in you all." 

II. One Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Mediator
between God and n1an. 

III. One Spirit, sent to earth by the joint action
of the Father and the Son. 

IV. One vital Baptism, in which all have been
baptized who have believed on the Lord. 

V. One Body called the "one new n1an," in
which all racial, national, social, and sexual dis
tinctions have disappeared for ever. 

VI. One Faith, objective, subjective, and essen
tial, into the true unity of which God_ is bringing 
His own. 

VII. One Hope, of which Christ within the vail
is the Centre and Substance: the hope which is 
the true calling of God's people. 

No individual brought by God into a true 
knowledge of the "Unity of the Spirit" could 
ever again look upon the fearful divisions of 
Christendon1 as anything but sin and rebellion 
against the Lord. Though such would ever be 
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the first to distinguish between the individual 

Christian and the sect with which such might be 

connected. 

It is not possible that the 

ONE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

could stand for anything but the one body, of 

which the Lord is Saviour and Head, having been 

found and bought by Him at a "great price." 

As a pearl is built up of accretions laid one 

upon the other, and indissolubly united one to 

the other, often reaching into the million-fold, so 

the body of Christ is made up of generation upon 

generation of believers united to one another and 

the Head by the Holy Spirit, who makes the many 

one. 

Its beauty is yet to be unveiled ; its preciousness 

yet to be manifested, and its vastness yet to be 

understood. 

The most spiritual among men have only in part 

understood these things; yet what has been known 

to such of the glory of the " one pearl," has led 

them to magnify the Lord. 



III-THE BOUGHT BODY

"For ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in 
your body."-I Cor. vi. 20. 

IN the section beginning verse 13, consisting of 
eight verses, the body of the believer is men

tioned eight times ; seven times in the singular and 
once in the plural. The subject of the section is 
the sanctity of the body. The prevailing sin of 
Corinth, fornication, is mentioned nine times in 
chapters v. and vi. It was one of the abominable 
features of pagan worship, practised in that ill
famed centre. At the time when the Apostle 
wrote this epistle, the Church had at least one 
"Corinthian sinner " in its circle; hence the solemn 
admonitions in chapter v., verses 1-9. No doubt 
many in the Church were formerly such sinners 
as described in chapter vi., verses 9, 10. Hence 
Paul says, "And such were some of you ; but ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God." In chapter vi., verse 13, 
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he says, "Now the body is not for fornication 

but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body." 

He then proceeds to give a four-fold view of 

the sanctity of the body. 

First, the body is for the Lord; that is, it has to 

be kept for Hiin, and yet given to Him; and 

therefore must be recognized as His entirely. 

Second, the Lord for the body ;· that is,_ His to · 

govern, to guide, to control and to use, as long as 
-

this present life shall last. And should the believer 

fall on sleep, God, who raised up the Lord Jesus, 

will also raise him up by His own power (verse 14). 

Third, that the believer's body is a 1nember of 

Christ (verse 15). A member means a limb; there 

is therefore the closest possible union between 

the believer's body and the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

would be a terrible sin to misuse a member of 

His body. Asceticism as practised by many true 

Christians in time past, has been done on the false 

idea that the body was the seat of sin. And hence 

it has been starved into weakness, disease, and 

premature death. The body is not a "vile" body, 

though humiliated through the consequences of sin. 

Fourth, the body too is "the temple of the Holy 

Spirit " (verse 19). It is His inner temple; this 

makes it a sacred thing indeed. 
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On these four grounds, the Apostle declares 

" ye are not your own, for ye are bought with 

a · price." There is no need of the Apostle men

tioning the Purchaser by name, it is the Lord 

( verse 13) ; nor of the price paid by Him, it was 

His blood, His soul, Himself. 

Well might the Apostle write to the Corinthian 

saints, "glorify God in your body." Glorify God 

in this body state, and with the body as well, 

"yielding· its members as instruments of right

eousness unto God." Using the feet, hands, ears, 

and lips in His service and for His glory. Never 

a day should be allowed to pass, without using 

the body's members to the praise of Him to whom 

they rightly belong. If the hands have been used 

to do some kindly deed to some poor stricken 

child of man, or the lips to speak some kindly 

word to some sorrowing, disconsolate one, or to 

speak the word of life to the spiritually dead, or 

utter the praises of God ; that day has seen the 

Lord glorified in His members. Though the body 

be the Lord's, indwelt by I:Iis Spirit, yet it is often 

the seat of weakness, pain, and disease, producing 

groans; but when the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, shall change the body of hun1iliation, it 

shall then be fashioned into the likeness of the 

2 
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body of His glory "according to the working 

where by He is able even to subdue all things 

unto Himself" (Phil. iii� 20, 21). · 

" Our earthen vessels break ; 
· The world itself grows old ;
But Christ our precious dust will take,

And freshly mould. 

He'll give these bodies vile, 
A fashion like His own; 

He'll bid the whole creation smile, 
And hush its groan." 



IV-THE BELIEVER BOUGHT

FOR SERVICE 

"Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was 
called. Art thou called being a servant ? care not for it : but if 
thou mayest be made free, use it rather. For he that is called in 
the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also 
he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. Ye are bought 
with a price ; be not ye the servants of men. Brethren, let every 
man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God." 

-I Cor. vii. 20-24.

IN tho�e verses the Apostle makes a play upon 
two words : "called," which he uses six times, 

and "servant" (bond-slave), which he uses four 
times. Many in the churches of the first century 
were in the lowly position of household slaves. 
That class was addressed by Paul in those verses. 
Son1e of them had evidently misunderstood Paul's 
teaching on the Body that in it there were neither 
"bond nor free," and had become restive under 
service to their earthly masters. This passage 
was undoubtedly written to counteract such an 
idea. And yet it contains its lessons for all tin1e, 
to those to whom the Word of God has gone. Paul 
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lays down a principle in verse 20, with which he 

closes the section in verse 24. His words· might 

be thus paraphrased: Let every man remain in 

the state, condition, or occupation in which he 

was saved, if he could remain therein with God; 

that is, with God's approval.. There are some 

conditions of life, some occupations, ·wliich a man 

could not remain in and at the same time have 

God's approval. How could a Christian remain 

in the position of a brewer or a distiller or a 

publican ? If no "drunkard shall inherit the 

kingdom of heaven," what about the drink n1aker? 

Other occupations n1ight be mentioned, were it 

necessary, wherein a child of God could not abide 

and maintain a good conscience. 

Writing to the domestic slave, he said, "Art 

thou called being a servant [bondslave] ? care ·not 

for it: but if thou mayest be free, use it rather." 

If, when a bond-slave, grace reached him, he had 

not to fret and fume, and possibly run away fron1 

his master, and thus bring dishonour upon the 

Lord; -he had to abide therein with God. But 

should his master be a Christian, and he should 

bestow upon him freedon1, let him use that liberty; 

but until then, let hi1n abide in the calling wherein 

he was ·called. And he bestows upon this one these 
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comforting words: "For he that is called in the 
Lord a servant [bond-slave] is the Lord's free man 
[freed man] " (verse 22). 

FREED 

Freed _ from idolatry. He might have said to 

sue])., "When ye knew not God, ye did service 
unto them which by nature are no gods" (Gal. 
iv. 8); for theirs was the bondage of idol-worship;
like n1any in our own time who are in slavery to

the "gods" of. this age, in its foolish fashions,
false principles, and foul practices. They had
been freed fron1 "the law of sin" which wrought

· in their members all kinds of evil. Freed from

the fear of death, a fear which had long kept
th.em in bondage. Delivered fron1 it through the

death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. He
then speaks of those who were not in slavery, but

were free, telling them that Christ now claims

them as His bond-slaves. Lest son1e should think

that the term "bond-slave" is derogatory to the

Christian position, it may be observed that the

title is applied to seven honoured servants of the

Lord in the New Testament. The Virgin Mary

called herself the "hand-maid " of the Lord. The

term "hand-maid " is a translation of the word
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dulia, which means a female slave (Luke i. 48). 
The aged Simeon called himself the "bond-slave " 
of the Lord, in the words, "Now lettest Thou Thy 
servant �epart in peace " (Luke ii. 29). Paul too 
called himself the" bond-slave" of the Lord Jesus 
(Rom. i. I) ; and Peter did the same (2 Pet. i. I) ;

Jude and John each took the same title {Jude I ;

Rev. i. I); and Paul called Timothy, his spiritual 
son, "a bond - slave of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. I). 

The saved one is the bond-slave of Christ, or 
should be. But a bond-slave in what sense or 
senses ? To His holy will as expressed in the 
Word ; to flls mind, appropriating His t��ching 
in such a way that it might be said of such, "Ye 
have the mind of Christ." A bond-slave to His 
love, constraining to true surrender and diligent 
service. To His Spirit, who dwelleth within, that 
the life might be led of Him. To all His holy 
claims, that unwearied service might be rendered 
Him who is Lord and Head. 

Remember, Christians, " ye are bought with 
a price; be not ye the servants [bond-slaves] 
of men." God's people are thus urged not to bend 
the neck to the yokes of men. This no doubt has 
a reference to the "carnal" party-makers in the 
church at Corinth; who were making parties 
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· around the servants of God-�aul, Apollos, Peter

-and some were even using the Name of the

Anointed as a party-name. History repeats it

self, alas ! as Gorl's people know to their sorrow

and shame.

Do not be disloyal to the Lord ; deny not His 

Lordship, by bending the neck to the opinions, 

claims and. rules, written or unwritten, of party 

n1en. If you did so, you would sell your free

dom, your peace, and your power for service. 

Let your mind dwell upon the Buyer; think of the 

price He paid for your liberties; dwell upon the 

love of His heart and the blessings He has brought 

you, at the expense of His life, and honestly and 

loyally yield to His multiplied claims; and you 

will then know the highest freedom that can be 

enjoyed this side of heaven's glory. 

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 

Christ hath made you free, and be not entangled 

again with the yoke of bondage" (Gal. v. 1). 



V-THE JEW BOUGHT

FROM UNDER THE CURSE OF THE LAW 

." Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree : that the blessing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles, through Jesus Christ, that we might receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith."-Gal. iii. 13, 14. 

T
HE word transl

_
ated "redeemed " (verse 13) is

derived from a root which signifies a market

place. It gives birth to another terin which means 

to be in a market, to do business in, or to buy in a 

�arket. That -is the word found in verse I3, with 

a prefix added to it, which therefore signifies "to 

buy out of a market." 

LAW 

The word "law" is one of the key-words of 

this epistle. It occurs therein more than - thirty 

times, and is met with fifteen tin1es in chapter iii. 

It is 1;1sed in the epistle in a four-fold way : 



THE JEW BOUGHT 25 

I. For the five books of Moses.

II. For the ceremonial law in its entirety.

III. For the 1noral law with its Godward and
n1an ward claims. 

IV. For spiritual law, as in Galatians vi. 2.

A related term, "the works of the law," is one 

of the key-terms of the epistle, and is met ,vith 

therein son1e six tin1es. Chapter ii. 16 (three times); 

chapter iii. 2-5, IO. It will thus be seen that it is 

the key-phrase of the central portion of the epistle. 

What is the law that Christ bought out the Jew 

from its curse ? The law was a two-fold one : 

ceremonial and moral. The ceremonial law of 

sacrifice-offering, feasts, fasts, and washings, was 

given to the Jew only, and not to the Gentile. The 

Gentile nations had no tabernacle, no priesthood, 

and no system of sacrifice; neither had they tithes 

and offerings. Such things were given by God 

to the Jews only. The moral law "ordained by 

angels in the hands of a mediator" (Gal. iii. 19), 

was given to the Jew, and not to the Gentile, 

though from the beginning God had man under 

moral law. It was written in abstract fashion 

upon man's heart, but given in concrete form to 

the Jew at Sinai. It was therefore impossible tlzat 

the Gentile could be under law as wns the Jew. 
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THE CURSE OF THE LAW 

The abstract noun "curse " stands for the con
crete one accursed; that is, under the ban or 
sentence of the law. The curse could only come 
on the law-breaker, and Israel was that. The 
whole nation from the beginning sat under the 
ban of the ceremonial and moral law; having 
broken every item of both. Thus was the life 
of the nation forfeited by its lawlessness. 

How did Christ purchase the Jew from under 
the curse of the broken law ? In His life He ful
filled every law of God, on behalf of �is nation. 
But only in death did He bear the curse of the 
violated law, for "cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree." On the timber alone, in death was the 
penalty borne by Him. In isolation, in loneliness, 
in sorrow, in anguish of spirit, in the horror of
great darkness, forsaken by God, did He endure 
the penalty of death on bel_ialf of the transgressor. 
The physical sufferings of the Lord did in no wise 
exhaust the curse, for His soul was poured out unto 
death, while "He was numbered with the trans

gressors, and bare the sin of many, and made inter
cession for the trausg1essors" (Isa. liii. 12). 

How did the curse- bearing work of Christ on 
the cross benefit the Gentiles ? God no longer 
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withheld grace from the nation of Israel, though 

it gave its Messiah the death, even the death of 

the cross. "Whon1 they slew and hanged on a 

tree, Him hath God exalted with His right hand, 

a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to 

Israel and remission of sins." And through the 

nation has come upon the Gentiles what Paul 

here calls Abrahan1's blessing : justification by 

faith. The ground work of that justification-the 

cross of Christ ; the grace of God the source ; and 

the instrument the faith of the recipient. "Abra

han1 believed God, and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness" (verse 6). "Know ye therefore 

that they which are of faith, the same are the 

children of Abraham" (verse 7). Abraham was 

a justified n1an before circumcision was given. 

And the law, ceremonial and moral, was not 

given until four hundred and thirty years (verse 

17) after. Therefore Abraham's circumcision or

law-keeping had nothing to do with his justifi

cation. God gave to Abraham a promise of a

son in his old age, and he " as good as dead,"

yet he staggered not at the promise, he believed

God, and God accepted his faith for righteous

ness.

On the same principle, God justifies freely 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
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every soul believing. on Hin1, whether Jew or 

Gentile. 

Another blessing reaching the Gentile through 

the curse-bearing work of Christ for His nation, 

is "the pron1ise of the Spirit through faith," so 

that such are justified by the grace of God and 

indwelt by the Spirit of God. There is only one 

way for Jew or Gentile to be brought into posses

sion of Abrahan1's blessing. That is not by law 

or law-obedience, for "if there had been a law 

given which could have given life, verily right

eousness should have been by the law" (verse 21). 

"But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, 

that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might 

be given to them that believe " ( verse 22). 



VI-THE JEW BOUGHT

FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE LAW 

C
HAPTERS iii. and iv. of Galatians, cover

the doctrinal part of the epistle, in which 

Paul establishes and defends the doctrine of justi

fication by faith alone, in contrast to the false 

theory of justification by "the works of the law." 

There are in this section of the epistle three 

principal arguments used, interspersed with re

bukes and exhortations suited to the occasion. 

The arguments are as follows : 

First, the blessings bestowed by God and en

joyed by faith, in vivid contrast to the curse of 

the law (chap. iii. 2-14). 

Second, the covenant of promise given to Abra

ham, four hundred and thirty years before the 

law was promulgated, and which it could not set

on one side (chap. iii. 15-22) .

Third, the Jew who was under law was also in 
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a stage of pupilage, like a scholar under a school

master, or a minor under a trustee (chap. iii. 23 ; 

iv. I, 2).

And all who placed themselves under the law

were in a state of bondage, whatever their nation

ality ( chap. iv. 3, 8-1 I). 

The subject of verses 4 to 7 is a two-fold one : 

I. "The Son of God" (verses 4, 5).

II. " Th� sons of God " ( verses 6, 7).

"When the fulness of time was come, God sent 

forth His Son, made of a woman, n1ade under 

the law, to redeem them that were under the 

law, that we might receive the adoption of sons" 

(verses 4, 5). After thousands of years of human 

history, when God's time plan had reached a 

given point, and the appointed moment, purposed 

from eternity, had arrived, then God sent forth 

His Son. He separated and sent Him to do His 

holy will. On His human side He was "made of 

a woman," on His Divine side He was never 

made. He was made under the law; that is, He 

was born under it. He was circumcised under 

it when eight days old. He was dedicated in 

the temple court when six weeks of age. At 

twelve years of age He was placed under it, and 
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He lived under it · all the years of His earthly 
life. The reason why He was sent of God, born 
of a w9man, and lived under the law, and died 
under its curse, was that He n1ight buy His nation 
out of the bondage of it. Every point of the 
life of a Jew was intended to be controlled by 
the ceremonial law, which was of itself a bond
age, but when its enactments were added to by 
his teachers, it became a burden too grievous to 
be borne. A scrupulous, legally-minded Israelite · 
could have no rest to his spirit, and no true joy 
in his life ; he was depressed and distressed by 
law. God does not now, nor has He since the 
cross of Christ, recognized the Jew as under law; 
but as under the vail. 

The Galatians who had been brought i_nto the 
liberty of sonship, from a bondage of service 
"u!lto them which are no gods" (verse 8), were 
being led astr�y by Judaizing teachers who had 
crept into their assemblies. Hence Paul's search
ing words to them on the subject : "But now, 
after that ye have known God, or rather are 
known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements whereunto ye desire again 
to be in bondage ? Ye observe days, and months, 
and times, and years. I am afraid of you, lest 1 
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have bestowed upon you labour in vain" (verses 
9-11). He thus showed them that they were in
danger of going back against the cross work of
Christ, that had given them deliverance; and the
Spirit's work, that had given then1 a son's nature.

A SON'S PLACE 

Christ's work of purchasing the Jew from the 
bitter bondage of the law, is here stated to have 
had for its object the besto·wment upon the Gen
tile believer of a son's place. The term, '' the 
adoption of sons," is a translation of a ,vord 
which 1neans a son's place, or a son-placing, and 
is a Pauline expression, and is used by hin1 five 
times only, and that in the Epistles to the Ron1ans, 
Galatians, and Ephesians. God, through His Son, 
thus puts the believer in the place of a son, into 
the circle of His fan1ily; he is bought, and brought 
in righteousness into closest relationship ,vith 
Himself. And in that happy circle he rcn1ains 
for ever. Israel as a nation occupied a son's 
place nationally (Rom. ix. 4), but the true "Israel" 
of this age occupy a son's place spiritually. 

A SON'S NATURE 

"Ye are all the children [sons) of God, by 
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faith, in Christ Jesus" (chap. iii. 27). And upon 

such, a spirit of sonship has been bestowed 

(Rom. viii.· 15). God sent forth the Spirit of the 

Son into the heart, imparting thereby a son's 

nature. A son's nature I What a donation ! 

What possibilities lie within its possession ! 

Union to the great All Father, "the Father of 

spirits." Surely sonship is a spiritual relation

ship of the highest degree. God links Himself 

through His sent Son in sacrifice, by the agency 

of the sent Spirit, with the humblest believer in 

His Son. How blessed !

A SON'S COMMUNION 

"And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 

the Spirit of His Son into ·your hearts, crying, 

Abba, Father" (verse 6). "Abba, Father," ap

plies a filial relationship, a filial fear and com

munion. How wonderful I What is meant by 

communion ? It is not the mere negation that 

some would fain have Christians believe. Such 

say it is not prayer, it is not intercession, thanks

giving, nor worship. Can there be true prayer 

without communion ; prayer in the truest sense 

of the word? Can there be effective intercession 

without it ? Can thanksgiving or worship be 

J 
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rendered to God apart from communion? Can 
adoration ever be bestowed upon God by one 
out of communion with Him? Communion covers 
all that passes in the Spirit from the depth of 
the believer's being to God the Father. Com
mun ion binds the sacrifice with cords to the 
horns of the altar ; and gives God delight in 
His $Ons.

A SON'S PORTION 

"Wherefore thou art no more a servant, bu� a 
son ; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ" (verse 7). An heir of God through Christ! 
Once a sinner, but now a saint ; once a servant, 
but now a son; once in the direst poverty, "with
out God and without hope in the world," but now 
"an heir of God through Christ." 

Through Him who was sent in time's fulness, 
made of a frail mortal woman, made under the 
law, as an Israelite. And who ended His life 
upon the timber of curse. And all to bestow 
eternal riches upon the subjects of sovereign 
grace. 

" Ye kno·w the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
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became poor; that ye through His poverty might 

be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). An heir of God's nature, 

of God's life, and of God's love ; the riches 
are therefore Divine. The riches are also spiri-

tual : " Blessed with all spiritual blessings in 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Eph. i. 3)

riches suited to a spiritual nature and needs. 
Those riches are heavenly, for heaven is their 

proper sphere ; they are in heaven, and they are 
from heaven. They are not the product of the 
earth, the sea� the soil, or the mind. Neither loom 
nor mill have produced them, for they are not 

material. They are eternal in their duration. As 

the " inheritance is incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away," so are the riches of 

God the Father and God the Son, so freely be
stowed _upon the sons. They cannot decay, they 

cannot be lost, neither can they be alienated : 

they are as safe as the Eternal Giver. 



VII-· DENYING THE BUYER

" But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring 
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall 
follow their pernicious -wayi; by reason of whom the way of 
tr,uth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall 
they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose 
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not."-2 Pet. ii. 1-3. 

IN eyery instance but this, the proper word for 
purchase is used in the happiest sense. Here 

it is used in sad and sorrowful connection : in 
relation to the rise, progress, and end of false 
teachers. Peter had been· writing of the origin 
of prophecy ; showing it was not of human origin 
-" for the prophecy can1e not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy n1en of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

Side by side with true prophets there were 
often false ones who were not messengers of God 
to men and who had no message. The names of 
some of those prophets are given in Holy Scripture. 
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The apostle next takes a fonvard look ; and 
in· the Spirit he sees the· uprising out of the 
darkness false teachers who would do their deadly 
work for a time ·and then fall under Divine judg
ment. In verses I to 3, there is a curious play 
upon an awful word, "destruction." The false 
teachers would "bring in damnable [destructive] 
heresies" (verse I) ; that is, heresies destructive 
in their tendency. 

These teachers would " bring upon themselves 
swift destruction" (ver�e I); that is, they would 
not escape the just judgment of God. History 
is full of examples of such. 

He went on to show how such would have a 
following, and at times a large ·one : "Many 
shall follow their pernicious [destructive] ways, by 
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of" (verse 2). Such can always get a 
hearing and obtain a following. 

The· following (no matter how great it may be) 
and the apparent success (no matter what its 
proportions) will not shield the pseudo-teachers 
from Divine judgment, for "their damnation [de
struction] slumbereth not" (verse 3). Such is the 
apostle's play upon the word for "destruction." 

False· teachers may be known by their pride 
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of heart, manifested in their assumption of supe

riority over true teachers. 

By their claiming equal authority for their 
utterances with Holy Scripture. 

By attacking true Christians and their well

founded beliefs ; the n1ost godly life and the 

most sacred of truths do not escape their animus. 

By their greed of gold and human authority 

over the consciences of others. 

And also by their teachings leading directly 
or indirectly to impurity of life. 

By the manifold evils which al ways follow in 
their wake : pride, envy, hatred, malice, etc. 

But especially by their attacking the person 

and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

All these things were anticipated by Peter and 
are mentioned or implied in verses I to 3; The 

topstone upon the sins of the false teachers 

ref erred to here w·as to be this, " even denying 

the Lord that bought' them." 

SOVEREIGN LORD 

The term "Lord " in verse I is not the same 

as translated Lord in chapter i., verses 2, 8, I I, 14, 
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and 16. It means "the sovereign-ruler of men," as 

most know. He is not their Lord in the sense 

that He has redeemed them and saved them. 

They don't worship and serve Him. They know 

Him not : He knows not them in the sense '' the 

Lord knoweth them that are His." Yet they are 

His by purchase, but not by redemption. 

All men, without distinction of time, race, and 

character, have been bought by the Lord, but all 

have not been saved. 

BOUGHT 

There is no such thing taught in Scripture as 

universal redemption. Redemption is applied to 

a particular class ; that is, when persons are in 

view. We of course read of the "redemption 

of Israel" and of the "transgressions which were 

under the first testament," but never of the world 

nor of sinners. 

While purchase is a universal thing, for Christ 

"gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified 

in due time," redemption by Him is a particular 

thing. 

All the false teachers-past, present, and future 

-were bought by the Lord ; yet all such will be

lost according to Peter's words.
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DENYING THE LORD 

The false teachers of to-day deny Hin1 in the 
following particulars : 

His Eternal Sonship. He was not, say "they, 
the Son of God before His incarnation. 

His virgin birth is bla�antly denied by them. 
Promise, prophecy, and history in relation to it 
are deliberately rejected by them. 

The sinlessness of the Blessed One, in face of 
the oft-repeated statements of Scripture, is rejected 
by them. So is His God-head. Though "He is 
the true God and the Eternal Life" (1 John v. 

. 

. 

18, 19, R.V.), yet they will have none of it. 

The Lord's miracles are rejected by them, or 
classed with the false miracle� of Mahomet, or 
of Paganism in the form of Popery. 

His sin-atoning sufferings and death are re-
jected by such. They profess to be shocked at 
the mention of the " precious blood of Christ " 
being shed for sin, sins, and sinners. They . seem 
incapable of shame, while clain1ing to be so super
sensitive.· 

His resurrection from among the dead is made 
a special object of attack by these servants of 
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Satan. In fact, they leave the Lord nothing that 

distinguishes Him as Son of God and Saviour of 

sinners; and in consequence leave the sinner to 

welter in his sins and die in darkness without 

one ray of hope. 

Surely the Lord's words to the Jews of Jerus

alem are applicable to all such: '' Ye are of your 

father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 

will dQ. He was a murderer- from the beginning, 

and abode not in the truth, because there is no 

truth in him. When he speaketh a lie,' he speaketh 

of - his own ; for he is a liar, and the father of 

it" (John viii. 44). 



VIII-SONG IN PRAISE OF THE

BUYER 

"And they sung a new song saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed [bought] us [them] to God by Thy blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made 
us [them] unto our God kings and priests; and we [they] shall 
reign on the earth."-Rev. v. 9, IO. 

T
HE Apostle John; while on the Isle of Patmos,

banished there " for the Word of God and 
for the testimony of Jesus Christ," had among 
other remarkable visions the one detailed in· 
chapters iv. and v. He saw and heard in that 
vision "things which must shortly come to pass." 
He saw a door opened in heaven, and heard a 
voice from thence saying to him : "Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must 
be hereafter" (chap. iv. I). The "hereafter" is 
still future, and must be until the Church has 
been set in glory wit� her Head. Though the 
song in praise of the Purchaser is yet to be 
sung, and cannot be until the Lamb takes the 
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seven-sealed roll out of the right hand of Him 
who sits upon the throne (chap. v. °?), yet it has 
even now a moral application. 

THE SINGERS 

They are to be the four living creatures around 
the throne of God described in chap. iv. 6-8, and 
the twenty-four elders clothed, crowned, and en
throned (chap. iv. 4). 

Prostrate before the throne they fall with harps 
and incense, and sing in sweetest strains a song 
never before .sung. 

The redeemed on earth in any moment of time 
can in spirit join the singers, _and sing: 

"Worthy, worthy, worthy 
Thou of adoration, 
Glory in the highest, 
Glad praise we offer Thee." 

THE LAMB 

The title "the Lamb" is peculiar to the book 
of the Revelation, and is found in it t�enty-nine 
times. It was used by the Lord in the plural 
form in his words to Peter by the lake shore : 
"Feed My lambs" (John xxi. 15). It is never used 
of the Lord in relation to the "Church which is 
His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in 
all." If this fact had been duly noted, much 
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confusion of mind would have been saved to 

many and the Holy Spirit would have been less 

grieved. He is "the Lion of the Tribe of Judah 

and the Root of David " in relation to Israel in 

the day of trouble (chap. v. 5). And in relation 

to the kings under the beast He is "Lord of 

lords and King of kings" (chap. xvii. 14). But He 

is the Lamb in relation to both, and they must 

endure "the wrath of the Lamb" (chap. vi. I6). 

HIS PERSONAL WORTHINESS 

is the subject of song: "Thou art worthy to take 

the book and open the seals thereof." His pers

onal worthiness is the pron1inent thing. This 

brings in His character and His work, and also 

His power and prowess. Saints of God world 

wide extol Him for what He is in Himself, as •. 

well as for what He has done, is doing, and is 

yet to accomplish. He fills their eyes and occu-

pies the heart, and hence their lips praise Hin1. 

They pour their ointment on His head and grieve 

it is so scant. 

HIS DEATH 

"Thou wast slain," they sing. 

He appears as a "Lamb as it had been slain" 

(verse 6). "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain'' 
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(verse 12), the myriads sing, '' to receive power, 

and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and hon

our, and glory, and blessing." This seven-fold 

doxology goes out to Him as the once-slain One. 

This sacrificial term" slain" contains a volume 

of meaning to a meditative mind, and is one 

dear to the spiritual ones of all climes. He was 

slain on the tree - by His own nation, the guilt of 

which Peter sought to bring home to the rulers 

when he said: "Ye have taken, and by wicked 

hands have crucified and slain" : "whom ye slew

and hanged on a tree" (Acts ii. 23 ; v. 30). It is 

as the once-slain One we worship Him-" once 

slain for us upon the tree.'' 

All through the ages, fron1 this time onward, 

'the . stream of holy, happy song regarding the 

death of Christ has deepened and widened until 

it is now a river to "swim in." The spiritual

minded can now find chaste, happy expression 

to every desire, longing, and aspiration of the 

h·eart after the Lord. Every delicate shade of 

thought can now be thrown into concrete shape 

in the "psalms and hymns and spiritu.al songs 
,
, 

with which the Church of God is e_ver being en-

riched. There is no need to descend to the 

use of vulgar doggerel and the coarse familiarities 
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found in some of the " songs " and "solos " of 
modern "missions," the tendencies of which are 
to lead to the opposite of " reverence and godly 
fear" in those who use such, as well as upon 
those who hear them used. 

BOUGHT TO GOD 

"And hast redeemed [bought] us [ them] to God." 

Of whom do the heavenly singers sing this 
new song? Of themselves, or of some others ? 

During the past fifty years true scholarship has 
helped the devout to understand God's Word 
better than it was ever understood before. And 
in this particular case such have been made the, 
debtors of true men, who have pointed out the 
fact that the manuscript evidence is in favour of 
changing the pronouns "us," in verses 9 and IO,

for "them" and "they." If such be the reading 
-and it is conceded on all hands among those
competent to judge that it is-then the· singers
sing not about themselves but about others. Who
are they, then ? Are they not those · mentioned
in chapter vii. 9-17 : "A great multitude which
no man could num her, of all nations, and kin
dreds, and peoples, and tongues " ? Yes ! of such
do they sing unto the Lamb; and well they may,
for they have '' washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb."

They shall pass out of the "great tribulation" ... 
to be before the throne of God, where neither 
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hunger nor thirst can afflict them, nor pain, tears, 
nor death touch them again. "For the Lamb 
which is in the midst of- the throne shall feed 
[shepherd] them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes,, (chap. vii. 17). 

They were bought for God long ago, and shall 
be brought to Him in due time. Yes! to God. 
No one can get higher than that. To God ! Why, 
there is nothing to reach beybnd God. Men have 
reached their end when they have reached God. 

Perfection has been reached along that line. 
The Lord "suffered, the Just for the unjust, that 
He might bring us to God." And the end has 
been attained. 

All who, like the 144,000 of Revelation xiv. 
3, 4, are " redeemed [bought] from the earth 
. . . redeemed [bought] from among men," 1nust 
eventually be brought to God. 

THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE PURCHASE 

•� By Thy blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation.

,, 

The blood was the price of the purchase of 
the world, the Church, the saints of the king
dom, and those out of the great tribulation. In 
fact, of all, for "He tasted death for every man." 

These tribulation saints will be a numberless 
company bought and redeemed from all nations 
of earth where the glad tidings has gone from 
God in power. They will sing : " Salvation to 

' 
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our God who sitteth' upon the throne,: and unto 
the Lamb." 

KINGDOM-PRIESTS 

" Thou hast made us [ them] unto our God 
kings and priests." 

There can be no kingdom within a kingdom, 
and hence such will not be a separate kingdom, 
but will form part of the great heavenly kingdom. 
They too will have a priestly character in relation 

to God. "Therefore are they before the throne 
, of God, and serve Him day and night in His 

tenzple : and He that sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them" (chap. vii. 15). 

THE REIGN 

"They shall reign on [over] the earth." 
It is true of· all who live during this age, as 

well as of _all before the kingdom is set up in 
power and glory-" If we suffer, we shall also 
reign with [Him]," for the persecuted shall inherit 
the kingdom (Matt. v. IO; 2 Tim. ii. I I). 

All who in subjection to His will, in obedience 
to His Word, who for love of His Name and 
gratitude for His salvation, pass into suffering on 
the homeward way, shall have an ample reward 
in the day of His P,Ower. 

"Who suffer with Thee, Lord, below, 
Shall reign with Thee above ; 

Then let it be our joy to know 
Thy way of peace and love." 




