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PREFACE 

The chapters of this pamphlet were first 

published in the magazine HELP AND FOOD, 

during the year 1940. They are now brought 

together in the hope that they will be a joy and 

comfort to some of God's own. 

It is a great encouragement to know, from 

the manifold assurances of Scripture, that God 

will ultimately have His way in every part of 

His creation. All through the course of hu

man history God has been working out His 

great designs. 

While unconverted men may see God's pro

vidential dealings with themselves and with 

nations, they do not understand His purposes 

and His ways. It is for the spiritually-minded 

believer to discern God's majestic movements 

through the ages that are past; and to under

stand what He is doing today and what He 

will yet do in the ages to come. 

There is a uniform principle of progress 
I 

in 

God's ways. He does not retreat, although He 

sometimes waits for the ripening of His work 



with mankind. Generally there are several ful

filments to God's promises, and the last is the 

greatest. The general idea of God's method 

of working is expressed in the scriptural 
phrase, "Howbeit that was not first which is 
spiritual, but that which is natural; and after
ward that which is spiritual" (1 Cor. 15: 46). 

When the believer clearly perceives that God 
will and must infallibly achieve His goals, he 

acquires a joyful confidence in God's power 
and goodness. He is constrained to yield him
self more and more fully to God, knowing that 
he that doeth the will of God abideth forever 
(1 John 2:17). Working for God, he is on 
the winning side. He may be cast down for a 
time, as was Bunyan's Pilgrim, but final vic
tory and triumph is assured. 

We pray that the studies in Scripture con
tained in this pamphlet may have these results. 

-A. S. L.
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''AFTERWARD THAT WHICH 

IS SPIRITUAL" 

CHAPTER ONE 

T
HERE is a profound principle running 

through Scripture to the effect that 

spiritual and eternal things develop last. 

That which is natural and temporal must be 

exhibited first, and then superseded forever by 

that which is spiritual. Scripture puts it thus: 

"Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, 

but that which is natural; and afterward that 

which is spiritual" (1 Cor. 15: 46). 

The assurance of this great truth should be 

a vast consolation to our souls when we see so 

much in the world that is contrary to God, and 

so much in ourselves that is not like Christ. 

When we look at the sin and misery in the 

world it seems hopeless; but faith looks on to 

God's promises of Christ's final and universal 

victory over evil, and we rejoice. God's best 

work comes last. This should rouse our hearts 

to happy expectation. Let us examine this prin

ciple as set forth in God's Word to determine 
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just what faith may expect in the future in 

the various spheres of God's work. 

CREATION 

In creation God began with material things. 

He made the worlds. Then He made a habita

tion for man upon the earth by separating 

land and sea and air, and causing them. to 

bring forth growing things, and living crea

tures in abundance. Finally, God made man 

in His own image and likeness, a spiritual 

creature able to commune with his Maker. 

Thus in creation we see the divine order : 

"First ... that which is natural, afterward 

that which is spiritual." 

THE FIRST ADAM AND THE LAST ADAM 

The first man, Adam, was the noblest of 

God's creatures. Vast authority was placed in 

his hands. A bride suited to himself was given 

him, and they were given dominion over earth 

and sea and air, and all the creatures in them. 

Surely this was a fair creation and a beautiful 

prospect; however, it was natural, not spirit

ual. It proved to be temporal and not eternal. 

Sin came in through Satan and spoiled the 

lovely scene, and soon the evil fruit of sin fol-
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lowed: disobedience, fear, deceit, envy, mur

der, pain, and death. 

Was God defeated by this disaster to His 

work? The Scripture comment reveals God's 

purpose of ultimate victory: "The first man 

Adam became a living soul; the last Adam a 

life-giving spirit. Howbeit that is not first 

which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 

then that which is spiritual. The first man is 

of the earth, earthy: the second man is of 

heaven" (1 Cor. 15: 45-47, R.V.). Thus we 

learn that God was not defeated, but that His 

purpose is to bring about a condition far more 

glorious than that which existed in Eden. 

Christ is the head of a new creation which is 

heavenly, spiritual, and eternal, and, praise 

God, we too who are saved shall be like Christ 

and have part with Him in His heavenly glory. 

"As is the earthy such are they also that are 

earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they 

also that are heavenly. And as we have borne 

the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 

image of the heavenly" (vers. 48, 49). Notice 

that there is a moral identity (ver. 48), which 

is the result of new birth, before the outward 

change which shall take place when we are 

called up to meet Christ in the air at the sound 

of the last trumpet. We know that the inward 
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change is a present fact accomplished by the 

grace of God through His Spirit, and by faith 

we know, as certainly, that the consummation 

shall come when the old Adam nature shall be 

done away, and that which is spiritual, like 

Christ, shall prevail. 

NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL MEN CONTRASTED 

Between the creation of the first Adam and 

the advent of the Last Adam, lies the history of 

mankind with its strife between good and evil, 

and its contrasts between that which is mere

ly natural, and that which is spiritual. "Na

tural" in this connection means that which is 

common to all men as children of the first 

Adam controlled by their own soul and senses. 

"Spiritual" means the renewed man as given 

spiritual life and perceptions by the Spirit of 

God. This is the sense in which Paul uses the 

terms in 1 Cor. 2: 14-3: 4. The apostle there 

adds the term "carnal" to describe the renewed 

man walking after the old nature and fleshly 

desires, instead of walking according to his 

new-found spiritual link with God. We shall 

see that the striking contrasts between these 

men are not to be explained by differences in 

blood ; some were brothers, even twins. Nor 
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can contrasts be explained by training or en

vironment. These opposite characters appear 

in the same households and circumstances. The 

contrasts are explained solely by God's work in 

the soul that yields to His gracious strivings 

and instructions. 

CAIN AND ABEL 

The first two men born into the wor Id are 

typical of the two classes seen in all mankind. 

The first was natural, the second spiritual. Cain 

was a murderer, and was of that wicked one 

who had caused the fall of the first Adam. Abel 

was righteous, and in his bloody death pre

figured the Second Man who should suffer death 

for righteousness' sake. It was no accident 

that the natural man was first, the providence 

of God revealed that wicked Cain was the 

natural fruitage of his fallen sinful parents, 

while righteous Abel was God's witness that 

through faith in the sacrifice of an innocent 

victim, the Lamb of God's providing, would 

come the spiritual race, headed by the woman's 

Seed, the Christ. 

ISHMAEL AND ISAAC 

Again the lesson is taught in Ishmael and 

Isaac. Ishmael, the elder son, was born of a 

bondwoman in the ordinary course of nature. 
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It is recorded of him that he dwelt in the pres

ence of all his brethren ( Gen. 16 : 12) , and that 

he died in the presence of all his brethren ( Gen. 

25 : 18) . There is no record that he had any 

link of faith with God. He was a merely 

natural man. 

Isaac, the younger son, was born fourteen 

years later of Abraham and Sarah when both 

were without hope of natural offspring. Isaac, 

however, was the child of promise and faith; 

born by the active intervention of God, who is 

above nature, and and overruled nature in this 

case. He was in this way a type of the spiritual 

man born by the active operation of the Spirit 

of God. In his young manhood, Isaac, in beau

tiful obedience to his father, lay on the altar 

of sacrifice : a startling picture of Him who 

became obedient unto death. In these two, 

Ishmael and Isaac, we have a foreview of the 

contrast between law and grace. Law coming 

first exposed the failure of the natural man to 

know or serve God. Grace coming afterward 

produces the spiritual man after the image of 

Him that created him. 

ESAU AND JACOB 

Yet again: Esau and Jacob were twins, and 

they were types of those two classes we are con

sidering. They struggled for mastery in their 
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mother's womb, and when Rebekah inquired of 

the Lord, "Why am I thus?" the divine reply 

was, "Two nations are in thy womb, and two 

manner of people shall be separated from thy 

bowels : and the one people shall be stronger 

than the other people ; and the elder shall serve 

the younger" (Gen. 25: 23). Esau, the elder, 

despised his birthright, selling it for a mess of 

pottage. Jacob, the younger,was a man of faith. 

He valued the birthright. Although the first 

part of Jacob's life was marked by carnality, 

he had a heart for God, as shown in the vision 

at Bethel, and he was the subject of God's 

grace and chastening care and love, as we shall 

see later on. In a word, Esau was a natural 

man and Jacob a spiritual man. In Jacob we 

have an Old Testament illustration of the fore

knowledge and calling of God (Rom. 9: 10-12). 

SAUL AND DAVID 

Finally, as our last illustration of examples 

of the natural man and spiritual man, consider 

Saul and David. Saul was the people's choice 

as the first king of Israel. He was a splendid 

young man in his personal appearance, and 

began his office well. In times of testing, how

ever, his lack of faith was revealed, and after 

his self-will and disobedience was manifested, 

God chose David, a man after His own heart, to 
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be king over Israel. From this time Saul, the 

natural man, went from bad to worse, while 

David, the spiritual man, went from strength 

to strength. He served God as the shepherd 

and sweet singer of Israel, and has left as a 

spiritual legacy those matchless psalms of suf

fering and faith, and deliverance, which have 

been the comfort of saints in all ages since. In 

Saul and David we have foreshadowed the fact 

that all the rule of the natural man must end in 

failure, and the perfect Ruler and Shepherd of 

mankind will afterward appear in David's 

greater Son. 

From these four examples in the Old Testa

ment we learn that by nature man is hopelessly 

estranged from God, unable to understand or 

please God. We learn also that by yielding to 

God's call to repentance and responding to His 

gracious invitations, man is brought into vital 

relationship with his Maker. While this great 

fact is clearly manifested in the Old Testament 

times, God waited until the New Testament 

times to unfold the spiritual meaning and 

method of His work in the human soul. First 

this was revealed by the Lord's teaching as to 

repentance, faith, and new birth, and later 

fully expounded by the Spirit in the writings of 

the apostles. 



CHAPTER TWO 

MAN'S RELATION TO GOD IN 

SALVATION AND WORSHIP 

W
E notice that this same principle

that God begins with what is natural 

and afterwards introduces that 

which is spiritual - governs in God's deal

ings with mankind in relation to salvation 

and worship. In the great relationships of 

God with men, God's revelation began with 

simple outward and natural signs, which were 

types of great spiritual realities to follow, mil

lenni urns afterward. 

God communed with man in Eden, the only 

condition of fellowship being the simplest obe

dience in not eating of a certain tree. This 

was an elementary and natural condition. 

After four thousand years, when God's pur

poses have been revealed, our Lord states the 

conditions of fellowship with God thus: "If a 

man love Me he will keep My words : and My 

Father will love him, and We will come and 

make Our abode with him" (John 14 : 23) . How 

intensely spiritual this fellowship is, we know 

who enjoy it in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
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SALVATION THROUGH SACRIFICE 

Sin having come in, God's way of salvation 

was beautifully but faintly outlined in the coats 

of skins provided to cover the sinner's naked

ness. Abel's lamb slain on the altar was ac

cepted for him. This added some color to the 

picture of God's foreordained sacrifice. More 

than two thousand years later the sacrificial 

types were given to Moses in the five offerings 

that set forth the work of Christ in its various 

aspects. All this in a sense was natural, and 

appealed to the natural man as an outward 

religion, but "it was not possible that the blood 

of bulls and goats should take away sin." But 

the time at last came when God brought in the 

great spiritual reality. Listen to the marvelous 

announcement, "Wherefore when He cometh 

into the world, He saith, 'Sacrifice and offering 

Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou pre

pared Me" (Heb. 10: 5). And again, "Neither 

by the blood of goats and calves, but by His 

own blood, He entered in once into the holy 

place, having obtained eternal redemption for 

us" (Heb. 9: 12). 

THE TABERNACLE WORSHIP 

The entire tabernacle system and priesthood 

were but the shadows of good things to come 
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(Heb. 10: 1). They were outward forms, and 

in that sense natural, and must pass away. 

Christ and His work and His Church are the 

spiritual realities which have come to abide 

forever. 

It is a general rule that in so far as men are 

occupied with outward forms and ritual, there 

is a lack of inward reality and spiritual attain

ment. Rome understands this, and feeds her 

adherents with imposing ceremony and out

ward display, while empty barrenness is in 

their souls. Christ exposed the hollow pre

tence of religious office and pride, and insisted 

on the spiritual reality of the heart. "God is 

a Spirit, and they that worship Him must wor

ship Him in spirit and in truth" (John 4: 24). 

May the reader search his own heart to see 

if his relation to God is merely a religious pro

fession. If so, it will wither under God's search

ing judgment. Be sure that you are cleansed 

by the blood of Christ, born of the Spirit of God 

(John 3: 6-8)-all else is vanity. 

"On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

The dealings of God with Israel in the wil

derness were actual physical experiences which 

happened unto them for ensamples (or types), 

and are written for our admonition upon whom 
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the ends of the ages are come. Thus we are 

the beneficiaries of these dealings if we learn 

the spiritual lessons, as urged by the apostle (1 

Cor. 10: 6-11). 

LAW IS FOLLOWED BY GRACE 

Consider the dispensations of law and grace. 

"The law was given by Moses, but grace and 

truth came by Jesus Christ" (John 1 :17). Law 

came first, grace afterward. Law demands 

obedience from the natural man, and condemns 

him because he cannot keep the law. Grace is 

spiritual; it is of God and like God. That is 

why the natural man rejects the gospel of 

God's grace. Those who know God, spiritual 

souls, can say, 

"Grace is the sweetest sound 
That ever reached our ears, 

When conscience c·harged and justice frowned, 
'Twas grace removed our fears." 

Grace, moreover, accomplishes what the law 

could not do (Rom. 8: 3), and teaches us to live 

soberly, righteously and godly in this present 

world (Titus 2: 12). 

The apostle to the Gentiles refers to law 

principles as "weak and beggarly elements" 

( Gal. 4 : 9) , and says of the results of grace, 

"God hath set forth the Spirit of His Son into 

your hearts, crying Abba Father" (Gal. 4: 6). 
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The law is not annulled, but still wields its an

cient power to convict the lawless and disobe

dient of their sin (1 Tim. 1: 9) and bring them 

in guilty before God (Rom. 3: 19), but having 

done this we are brought to Christ that we 

might be justified by faith (Gal. 3: 24). The 

justified soul then is not under law but under 

grace. 

Only one who has labored under law and 

found himself condemned can appreciate the 

rest that grace brings. He who has struggled 

without success under the yoke of bondage 

finds glorious liberty in the grace that pardons 

and sets free. Law and grace then furnish an

other example of God's order: "First that 

which is natural; afterward that which is 

spiritual." 



CHAPTER THREE 

GOD'S WORK IN THE SOUL 

W
E now come to consider God's work 

in the individual soul. How does a 

person become a spiritual man ? 

Everyone begins life as a natural man. That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh (John 3: 6). 

Evil manifests itself as a principle of his na

ture. God in divers ways strives with man 

(2 Cor. 5: 20), seeking to convict him of his 

need and lead him to Himself. Here is where 

the great choice is made. Some yield to the 

divine entreaty, while others harden their 

hearts against God's Spirit. In those who yield, 

the Spirit does His gracious work of quick

ening, and a spiritual man has been born. This 

is New Testament language, but universal fact 

from the beginning of man's history. It marks· 

the sometimes obscure but all-significant pas

sage from death to life. 

SAUL BECOMES PAUL 

A startling example of God's work in the 

soul may be found in the transformation of 

Saul of Tarsus into Paul the apostle of Christ. 

Saul of Tarsus was a brilliant example of the 

natural man in his fullest religious develop-
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ment, blameless as to keeping the law, a He

brew of the Hebrews, filled with zeal for his 

religion. Saul was honest and sincere, but he 

was totally mistaken. Paul says later, "I ob

tained mercy because I did it ignorantly in un

belief" ( 1 Tim. 1 : 13) . To this man Christ 

revealed Himself on the Damascus road. Jesus, 

whom Saul had believed an impostor, was the 

Christ of God ! Jesus, whom Saul had believed 

dead, was risen, ascended to the glory of God 

in Heaven! Who can portray the terrific im

pact of that fact on Saul's mind, conscience 

and heart? The essential and all-important 

fact is that Saul yielded at once to the grace 

that had enlightened him. His cry was, "Lord, 

what wilt Thou have me to do?" and he says 

later, "I was not disobedient to the heavenly 

vision" (Acts 26: 19). Saul the natural man 

became Paul the spiritual man. How was this 

change wrought? By the mighty power of the 

Spirit of God, as his soul bowed in repentance 

and faith. Thus in the reception of life, the 

great law inevitably applies: "First, that 

which is natural, afterward that which is 

spiritual." In our Lord's startling words, 

"Except a man be born again he cannot see 

the kingdom of God" (John 3 : 3) . Perchance 

some reader of these lines has not experienced 

the new birth. If so, you are still without di-
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vine life. I beg you to prayerfully read the 

third chapter of John's Gospel, and find life 

eternal in Christ. 

Then follows the gracious work of the Holy 

Spirit in transforming the life. The three days 

of blindness following Saul's conversion was a 

time of reconstruction of his thinking. His 

whole former religious life was demolished by 

the glory from heaven. His self-righteousness 

was burned up by that glory and now a new 

love and hope burned in his soul ; the grace of 

Christ had won his heart. 

It may have been during the three-year 

period, first in Arabia and then in the assem

bly at Damascus, that God wrought out in 

Paul's mind much of the truth he was to 

proclaim. We are not to suppose that the doc

trines that Paul announced were received with

out soul-exercise. On the contrary, chapter 

seven of his epistle to the Romans shows the 

intense struggle he passed through before he 

could abandon his own efforts for holiness, to 

rest securely in Christ as the One who delivers 

from the law of sin and death by the power of 

His indwelling Spirit. 

FLESH AND SPIRIT IN THE BELIEVER 

God's work in the soul continues throughout 

the believer's life. Self and the old nature op-
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pose this work of the Spirit. "The flesh lust

eth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh" (Gal. 5: 17). That is, the natural 

opposes the spiritual, but, blessed be God, the 

issue is not uncertain in those who are indeed 

born of God. "He which hath begun a good 

work in you will perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1: 6). 

What then should be the believer's attitude 

to this work of God in his soul? He should 

yield himself unreservedly to God as one alive 

from the dead, and his members as instruments 

of righteousness unto God (Rom. 6: 13). This 

is the only way of joy and peace. We can 

never be at rest in our souls while we refuse 

Christ's yoke (Matt. 11: 28). If we are car

nal, that is, walking after the flesh, we shall 

yield bitter fruit, but if we walk in the Spirit 

we shall produce the precious fruit of the 

Spirit of God (Gal. 5: 22, 23). 

THE FORMATION OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER 

Christian character is formed by occupation 

with Christ and obedience to Him. We are 

transformed into His glorious image by the 

Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3: 18). What true 

Christian is not thrilled by such a promise and 

possibility? The beloved apostle was himself 

a shining example of this transforming 
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power, and epitomizes his new life in these 

burning words, "I am crucified with Christ, 

nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 

in me: and the life which I now live in the 

flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God who 

loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal. 

2: 20). 

Such a life is truly spiritual, it had triumph

ed over the natural, yet Paul did not count 

himself as having attained his goal, but he 

pressed on in service until he should be with 

Christ and like Him forever (Phil. 3: 12). 

THE POTTER'S WHEEL 

We have two illustrations of this section of 

our study: one from a potter's workshop, and 

the other from the life of Jacob. 

Christians can say with the godly Israelites, 

''O Lord, Thou art our Father: we are the clay, 

and Thou our potter: and we all are the work 

of Thy hand" ( Isa. 64 : 8) . Have you seen a 

potter form a vessel on his revolving table? 

The lump of plastic clay is placed on the cen

tre of the wheel, and as it spins, the skilful 

hand of the potter shapes its form. It rises as 

if by magic when he applies pressure near the 

base, and expands as his hand or tool presses 

deep inside. At length a thing of symmetry 

and beauty is formed according to the design 
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of the potter. He has chosen not only his clay, 

but the speed of his wheel, his tools and pat

tern, all to accomplish his purpose. So our 

God is forming each of His elect. The revolv

ing circumstances of your daily life constitute 

His wheel. You are the clay upon this wheel. 

God's hand is upon you in all your circum

stances, providentially permitted, forming you 

according to His perfect will. His Word is a 

keen tool to pare off unwanted weight, your 

hindrances and besetting sins. 

0 child of God, are you complaining under 

trial? Remember, God's loving eye is on you. 

His hand and heart measure your trial, and 

direct its precious results. Fret not, only trust 

Him. Yield fully and gladly to His will, and 

rest and peace will return to your heart. Be 

assured that when His work is done you will 

forever praise Him for His skill and faithful

ness. 

GOD'S WORK IN JACOB'S SOUL 

In connection with our study of God's work 

in the soul, let us recall His ways with Jacob. 

Although there was in Jacob an appreciation 

of the birthright, we see only the natural man 

in the methods he used to obtain it. He employs 

cunning and deceit to secure what God had 

promised him, instead of waiting for God's 
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own time and way. Jacob's life is an example 

of the strife of two natures, the flesh and the 

Spirit. He loves God, but his own crooked and 

cunning nature asserts itself to secure his ends. 

At Bethel, God gives Jacob the heavenly 

vision of the angel-ladder, and that wonderful 

promise to be with him and keep him, that 

Jacob never forgot ( Gen. 28: 11-17). So God 

loves to attract the soul by some spiritual and 

heavenly hope. Thus earthly things lose half 

their power to charm. 

For twenty years in Padan-aram God provi

dentially cares for Jacob, while Jacob matches 

his cunning against Laban's. Jacob's crooked 

nature is not yet subdued, and so in astonish

ing grace God undertakes to deal with him in 

person at the ford Jabbok. 

This is one of the most remarkable appear

ances of Jehovah to man. In the form of an 

angel, God wrestles with Jacob all night, and 

at break of day He cripples him by putting his 

thigh out of joint. Helpless Jacob then clings 

to the Lord and receives His blessing. Jacob's 

fight was useless; his wilfulness was gone; he 

learns to trust, and wait on the Lord. 

This encounter was the greatest crisis in 

Jacob's life, where his name is changed from 

Jacob, "supplanter," to Israel, "a prince with 

God." Thereafter he is an altered man; his 
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very lameness is a symbol and cause for de

pendence on his mighty Friend. Nevertheless, 

God continues His blessed work in Jacob's 

soul. 

When Jacob is bereaved of Joseph he says, 

"I will go down into the grave unto my son 

mourning;" and when he loses Benjamin he 

says, "If I am bereaved, I am bereaved." Thus 

sorrow does its work in Jacob's soul. Later, 

God restores his sons, and revealed that all the 

trials that Jacob believed were against him, 

were, in fact, planned by God for his good. 

THE SPIRITUAL TRIUMPHS OVER THE NATURAL 

Jacob's life ends like a stormy day with a 

brilliant sunset-in spiritual beauty and glory. 

He blessed the great Pharaoh, as conscious of 

his spiritual power and dignity. He gathers 

his twelve sons about his bed, and as God's 

prophet he foretells what God has in store for 

their descendants in the latter days. Thus God 

triumphs in Jacob's life, patiently moulding 

him after His own will. Jacob, the natural 

man, has become Israel, the spiritual man. 

And the "God of Jacob" is our God! His 

Spirit dwells in each of His own, to transform 

them into the image of Christ. What a great 

encouragement is this! If He allows us to have 

our own way for a time, it is to convince us of 
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our folly. Then He leads us in His way, which 

we may shrink from at first, but afterwards 

we find it to be good and perfect. 

God meets us in the crises of our Ii ves, sub

dues our passions, and wins our wayward 

hearts. It may be necessary to cripple our 

natural powers, but He will abundantly repay 

with spiritual grace. To Paul, pleading for the 

removal of the "thorn in the flesh," He says, 

"My grace is sufficient for thee; for My 

strength is made perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 

12: 9). 

Beloved, appropriate His grace in thy pres

ent trial. His grace is sufficient for thee. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

THE BELIEVER'S BODY 

T
HE believer's body is called a "natural 

body," and his future resurrection body 

is called a "spiritual body" (1 Cor. 15: 

44). That is, his present body is suited to con

ditions in this world, is adapted to birth, 

growth, reproduction, to all the activities of 

this life, and is subject to decay and death. 

The spiritual body, in contrast, will be suited 

to conditions in the world to come, to heaven; 

and will be perfectly adapted to the conditions 

of that world, and the activities of our spirits 

throughout the unending ages of eternity. 

THE NECESSITY FOR A CHANGE 

It should be manifest to every thoughtful 

mind that the vast change in conditions of the 

future life requires a vital change in the body. 

In inspired words it is thus expressed, "Flesh 

and blood cannot inherit God's kingdom, nor 

does corruption inherit incorruptibility" (1 

Cor. 15: 50, J.N.D.). 

Our natural bodies are unsuited to celestial 

abodes. Speaking practically, if we were 

caught up to heaven in our present condition, 
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we would freeze to death before we left the 

upper air, or die from lack of oxygen. There 

may be many other new conditions to which 

our spiritual bodies will be adapted, which our 

present bodies could not endure. We may be 

assured, however, that the Creator who has so 

marvelously fitted each of His innumerable 

creatures to its habitat, will perfectly and de

lightfully design our spiritual bodies for their 

eternal home. 

Mortal men have been stricken down as dead 

by the glory of heavenly visions. In our glor

ified bodies we shall gaze on these glories with 

unveiled faces. We shall be at home there. 

THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE BODY 

There is an unfortunate rendering in our 

Authorized Version which has given a wrong 

idea as to the character of the natural body. 

It is in Phil. 3: 20, 21, where the expression, 

"our vile body," should be more correctly trans

lated, "our body of humiliation," that is, our 

natural bodies are subject to the humiliation 

of death. They are mortal in contrast to the 

immortality of the spiritual body. Our Lord 

Himself took a body of humiliation and suffer

ed death for us; His natural body was precious, 

and so is the believer's body. 
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"The Lord buried Moses," not his spirit, but 

his body. Michael the archangel contended 

with the devil about the body of Moses (Jude 

9), showing that it was of value both to angelic 

and infernal powers. 

We love and cherish our own body, and are 

loth to leave it; how exceedingly precious then 

must be our glorified body, with which we shall 

be clothed! The natural body is like a tent 

that grows old, and which some day must be 

taken down. The spiritual body is a building 

from God, eternal in the heavens. We some

times groan in this body, as the apostle says ; 

let us then look on with joy, "earnestly de

siring to be clothed upon with our house which 

is from heaven" (2 Cor. 5: 1, 2). 

FROM CORRUPTION TO INCORRUPTIBILITY 

However lovely and precious a human body 

may be, it has within it the principle of death 

and decay. Sin has wrought its deadly work. 

The di vine dictum says, "It is sown in cor

ruption, it is raised in incorruptibility" ( 1 

Cor. 1.5: 42, J.N.D.). 

Death and dissolution form a fearful pros

pect for the natural man-the awful threat 

and penalty of man's first sin. Now, since 

Jesus died and rose again, life and incorrupti-
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bility are brought to light by the gospel (2 

Tim. 1: 10, J.N.D.). 

The spiritual body will be of such a nature 

that it is impossible for it to be brought in the 

sphere of corruption. How worthy of the "in

corruptible God" to bring His children into 

conformity with His own glorious nature! 

FROM BONDAGE TO LIBERTY 

Another scriptural contrast between the 

natural and spiritual body, is expressed in 

these words : 

"The creature itself shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth and travail
eth in pain together until now. And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the first
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body" (Rom. 8: 
21-23).

What a precious promise we have here! The 

present bondage to the limitations of a cor

ruptible body shall be exchanged for glorious 

liberty. The present groaning, due to pain, 

shall be exchanged for the joy and freedom of 

the redeemed body. Our hearts are cheered by 

that hope, for which we patiently wait. 
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THE GLORIES OF GOD'S WORKMANSHIP 

There is a peculiar beauty or glory in each 

of God's works-a glory of celestial bodies and 

a glory of terrestrial bodies. Each orb, sun, 

moon and star has its own glory. 

So also is the human body, in its earthly 

natural beauty and in its resurrection splendor. 

The weakness and corruption of which Paul 

speaks in 1 Cor. 15, refer to the death and dis

solution of the body, and not to the condition 

of health and strength in which God made it. 

Scientists who spend their lives in such re

search, confess that they are baffled in explain

ing or understanding many of the marvels of 

the human body. They confirm David's words 

on the subject, "Marvelous are Thy works; and 

that my soul knoweth right well." 

What shall we say then of the spiritual 

body? We know that God never goes back

ward in His work. His last works are always 

the best. We know too that we shall be like 

Christ. When Jesus rose from the dead He 

passed into a closed room to appear to His dis

ciples. He appeared to some, and then vanished 

out of their sight. Finally, He ascended to the 

clouds of heaven while His own looked on. 

Beloved, in view of the mysteries not yet 

revealed, shall we not rejoice in the assurance 
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of what has been revealed? "It doth not yet 

appear what we shall be, but we know that 

when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3: 2). 

HOW WILL THE GREAT CHANGE BE 

ACCOMPLISHED? 

This question naturally occurs to the mind 

considering the astonishing powers of the 

spiritual body. The answer is plainly given. 

"God hath both raised up the Lord, and will 

also raise up us by His own power" (1 Cor. 

6 : 14) . "Who shall transform our body of 

humiliation that it may be fashioned like unto 

His body of glory, according to the working 

of the power which He has even to subdue all 

things unto Himself" (Phil. 3: 21). 

Unbelief may still ask, "But how are the 

dead raised up?" Paul answers by the illustra

tion of a grain of wheat falling into the ground, 

to spring up a thing of life and beauty. We 

can witness the mysteries of life, but we under

stand them only by faith, as we understand 

that the worlds were framed by the Word of 

God. 

WHEN WILL THIS TRANSFORMATION TAKE 

PLACE? 

This mighty miracle, the most extensive of 

God's works of power, will take place when 
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our Lord returns for His own (1 Thess. 4: 

15-17). God has revealed His purpose, "We

shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the

last trump" (1 Cor. 15: 51, 52).

"AFTERWARD THAT WHICH IS SPIRITUAL" 

Personally, I rejoice in the positive, dog

matic statements of inspiration as to our 

bodies. "It is sown a natural body, it is raised 

a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and 

there is a spiritual body .... Howbeit that was 

not first which is spiritual, but that which is 

natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 

. . . And as we have borne the image of the 

earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 

heavenly" (1 Cor. 15: 44, 46, 48). 

OUR RESPONSE 

What precious comfort we find in these 

promises ! We know that He is faithful that 

has promised. He has said, "Because I live, 

ye shall live also." Let us· then dismiss all fear 

of death, and look expectantly for our Lord 

from heaven, to make good His sure word to 

all His blood-bought saints. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

THE NATURAL AND SPIRITUAL 

ISRAEL 

G
OD chose Israel as a nation as a sample 

of mankind, in a collective sense. God 

dealt with Israel before the nations of 

the world, that the nations might see and know 

that Jehovah was indeed the true God and that 

all their idols were vanity. 

THE BIRTH OF ISRAEL AS A NATION 

Israel, as a nation, was born at the exodus 

from Egypt, a horde of Hebrew slaves deliver

ed from the grasp of the mightiest monarch 

of that day. By ten mighty plagues, God 

humbled Pharaoh. By the blood of the Pass

over lamb He redeemed the people, and by an 

outstretched arm He led them through the 

Red Sea to the wilderness. 

HISTORICAL ISRAEL A NATURAL, NOT A 

SPIRITUAL PEOPLE 

This mighty and miraculous birth of a nation 

has been the sign of God's power to all ages 

and nations, and is frequently quoted as such in 

Scripture. Despite this, Israel as a whole was 
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a natural, not a spiritual people. The Spirit 
of God says of them, "I was grieved with that 
generation, and said, They do always err in: 
their heart: and they have not known My 
ways" (Heb. 3: 10). There were of course 
some who believed and knew God in a spiritual 
way, but the nation as such did not. 

THE GREAT ADVANTAGES GIVEN TO ISRAEL 

In testing Israel as a sample of mankind, 
God gave them great advantages, as compared 
with heathen nations, to encourage them, and 
enable them, if at all possible, to know God and 
serve Him acceptably. This is the manner of 
a modern testing laboratory, where conditions 
are carefully maintained to insure that the ex
periment shall give results. 

These advantages are thus expressed : "Who 
are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adop
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises, whose are the fathers, and of 
whom as concerning the flesh, Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed forever" (Rom. 9: 

4, 5). 

Surely if any people could attain to right
eousness and godliness in their natural state, 
that people was Israel. 
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THE RESULT OF GOD'S TRIAL OF MANKIND 

IN ISRAEL 

There are several great stages of Israel's 

history. In the forty years' wandering in the 

wilderness, they balked in unbelief, when told 

to enter the promised land. They murmured 

against God repeatedly, rebelled against Moses, 

and worshiped a golden calf which they had 

made. 

After entering Canaan under Joshua, Israel 

had a history of repeated failure. God merci

fully revived them from time to time by judges 

whom He raised up. 

Under the Kings, Israel reached her greatest 

glory under David and Solomon, and then de

clined into idolatry and apostasy, despite the 

pleading and warning of God's prophets. Isaiah 

says, "Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with 

iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that are 

corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they 

have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 

anger, they are gone away backward" (Isa. 

1: 4). 

After the captivity in Babylon a remnant 

was restored by God's mercy to form the na

tion again, to receive her Messiah. The awful 

story of Christ's rejection and crucifixion is 

told in the four Gospels. Finally, a last appeal 

to the nation was made by Stephen. With his 
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face as the face of an angel, Stephen outlines 

their entire history of unbelief and rebellion, 

and closes with this awful indictment: "Ye 

stiff necked and uncircumcised in heart and 

ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as 

your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the 

prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 

and they have slain them which showed before 

of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye 

have been now the betrayers and murderers" 

(Acts 7: 51, 52). 

This is full proof of the hopeless apostasy of 

Israel as a nation. It is the final proof of the 

condemnation of the natural man, in his best 

estate, with the highest privileges. What then 

remains for Israel and for mankind but un

sparing judgment? 

GOD'S GRACE TO A SPIRITUAL REMNANT 

Israel as a nation was cut off, Jerusalem and 

the temple destroyed, and the people mas

sacred or scattered over the earth. Yet there 

was a "remnant according to the election of 

grace" (Rom. 11: 5). This remnant Paul calls 

the "Israel of God" (Gal. 6: 16). These were 

formed with believing Gentiles into the Church, 

the Body of Christ. In another figure, such are 

"a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to off er 

up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
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Jesus Christ" ( 1 Pet. 2 : 5). Thus we see a 

shining example of God's method of accom

plishing His work-"first that which is natural, 

afterward that which is spiritual." 

THE CHURCH IN RELATION TO ISRAEL 

The Church is not a spiritualized Israel, as 

some would have it, although the spiritual rem

nant of Israel was incorporated into the 

Church, Jew and Gentile being formed into 

one Body (Eph. 2: 16). The fact to note is 

that the natural nation of Israel with its car

nal ordinances and worldly sanctuary has been 

superseded and replaced, as God's witness in 

the world, by the Church, the spiritual temple 

"builded together for an habitation of God 

through the Spirit" (Eph. 2: 22). 

CIRCUMCISION IN THE FLESH REPLACED BY 

CIRCUMCISION IN THE SPIRIT 

Another striking example of the natural be

ing superseded by the spiritual is in the aban

donment of circumcision in the flesh in Paul's 

teaching. He says, "For he is not a Jew, which 

is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision 

which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew 

which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that 

of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; 

whose praise is not of men but of God" (Rom. 

2 : 28, 29) . "For we are the circumcision, 
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,vhich worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh" (Phil. 3 : 3) . 

THE OLD COVENANT REPLACED BY THE NEW 

The old covenant was one of commandments 
and carnal ordinances. It had a worldly sanc
tuary and ritual that appealed to the natural 
man. We see how dear to the natural or un
regenerate heart are outward and material 
things, in the trappings of unbelieving Juda
ism and the church of Rome. Temples and 
shrines, with altars and elaborate ritual, at
tract the people. Holy days and saints' days 
and outward observances occupy the mind and 
pacify the ·conscience. Our Lord said, "The 
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 
mountain nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the 
Father ... but the hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshipers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him" (John 4: 21, 
23). 

THE N.ElW COVENANT IS ALL OF GRACE 

FOUNDED ON THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 

God had predicted by Jeremiah that the old 
covenant would be replaced by a new covenant 
(Jer. 31: 31). Ezekiel foretells this would be 
accomplished by God giving to Israel a new 
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heart, and by His Spirit within them causing 
them to ,valk in His statutes. This is a spir
itual new birth, yet to be accomplished when 
God again turns to His people Israel. Before 
this day comes, the Church, God's present wit
ness, will be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air. 

Just before His cross iOUr Lord announces 
the basis of the new covenant in these precious 
words, "This is My blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins" (Matt. 26 : 28). So the basis of Israel's 
future blessing is the same as that of the 
Church's blessing-the finished atonement of 
Christ. 

THE PROVIDENTIAL PRESERVATION OF ISRAEL 

There is only one adequate explanation of 
the continuance of Israel as a distinct and sep
arate peopl� through centuries of dispersion 
and persecution. That explanation is, that 
God is keeping them, as He has promised, for 
a future regathering, new birth, and establish
ment as His people under the new covenant. 

THE SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF ISRAEL IN 

THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM 

No subject is more fully treated in Scrip
ture than the future of Israel, which foretells 
the regathering from all nations of the earth, 
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the great tribulation, or time of "Jacob's 

trouble," the return of their Messiah as their 

deliverer, the repentance and faith of the rem

nant, their spiritual re-birth, and their estab

lishment in the promised land as God's pe

culiar treasure. What a total contrast with 

their dark past history is thus foretold! God 

at last will have His purposes fulfilled in Israel. 

Witness His promise: "And I will give them an 

heart to know Me, that I am the Lord : and 

they shall be My people, and I will be their 

God : for they shall return unto Me with their 

whole heart" (Jer. 24: 7; see also Jer. 32: 

37 -41 ; Ezek. 36 : 24-28) . 

These and many other scriptures give the 

fullest assurance that restored Israel in the 

millennial kingdom will be a truly spiritual 

people, Christ Himself will be their King, J eru

salem shall be holy. Thus God will be glorified 

in His earthly people, and, as always, He will 

triumph in the final consummation of His di

vine work-"First that which is natural; after

ward that which is spiritual." 



CHAPTER SIX 

THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD 

I
N our previous chapter we saw that the 

nation of Israel, which for millenniums has 

been an exhibition of the natural man, 

shall yet be a spiritual nation, born of God and 

filled with His Spirit. 

Now we are to look at the kingdoms of this 

world, and we shall see that God, in His mas

tery over evil, will make the same law apply

"Afterward that which is spiritual." 

THE PRESENT CHARACTER OF THE KINGDOMS 

OF THIS WORLD 

The first great world-ruler was N ebuchad

nezzar. He viewed world-dominion as a colos

sal image of a man, of which he himself was 

the head of gold. He reared up an image of 

gold, ninety feet high, in the plain of Dura, 

and commanded all peoples, nations, and lan

guages to worship the image. 

This is a startling portrayal of how man 

views the world-kingdoms. It has not changed 

today. Mussolini has set up a colossal image of 

himself. Hitler requires the salute "Heil Hit-
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ler" to himself. Stalin "liquidates" all who 
oppose him. 

But what does God say of this self-exaltation 
of natural men to rule? He says that a stone, 

cut without hands, will smite the feet of the 

image, and break it to pieces, and the smiting 
stone will become a great mountain and fill the 
earth (Dan. 2: 31-35). The stone is Christ, 
who will appear from heaven to destroy world

rule at Armageddon, and establish His own 
spiritual kingdom over all the earth. 

WORLD-POWERS NOW ARE LIKE WILD BEASTS 

Daniel the prophet sees in his vision these 
same world-powers as wild beasts, fierce and 

terrible (Dan. 7). This is their character in 

God's sight. But the seer looks on to the dis

tant future, and says, "But the saints of the 

Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess 

the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever11

(ver. 18). This foretells the time when the 

"natural" and ''wild" shall be replaced by the 

spiritual rule of Christ and His saints. 

CONDITIONS TODAY AS TO WORLD-KINGDOMS 

In the early years of this century permanent 

world-wide peace was generally predicted. Now 

nations are in the throes of a second world-war, 

and strong nations are devouring weaker na-
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tions. Force of arms takes precedence over 

righteousness. This is simply the character of 

the natural man. There are some exceptions to 

the rule of might against right, when Christian 

rulers reign. Queen Victoria's reign was bless

ed of God, and a number of U. S. Presidents 

were God-fearing men. In these cases they 

were the "salt of the earth," preserving from 

general corruption. In reading history, how

ever, the general rule is that sinful men have 

ruled, obtaining their power by violence. 

THE POWERS BEHIND WORLD-GOVERNMENTS 

Scripture reveals that there are sinister 

forces behind the human governments of this 

world. Satan is exercising his power as the 

deceiver, destroyer, and murderer of men. We 

know that the rightful Ruler is Jesus Christ, 

the firstborn from the dead. He is "The Prince 

of the kings of the earth'' (Rev. 1: 5). W. 

Scott says, "Christ is higher than the kings of 

the earth. The kingdoms of this world are His 

by right and title, and before Him all must 

bow. He is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

Lord of all who exercise authority, and King of 

all who reign. But, He has not yet put forth 

His power. His sovereign rights are yet in 

abeyance. But they will be asserted when the 
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Father's time has come, and public universal 

government will pass into His hands." 

Meanwhile, Satan, the usurper, is the 

"Prince of this world" (John 12: 31; 14: 30; 

16: 11) and the "god of this age" (2 Cor. 4: 4). 

He now works in the children of disobedience 

(Eph. 2: 2). Satan claims the kingdoms of 

this world (Matt. 4: 9), and he actually rules 

through evil men, although God over-rules in 

His providence. 

These facts explain the wars and injustice 

and tyranny that still characterize world-gov

ernment. God has been pleased to allow man 

to reveal himself in government and in mis

government. There yet remains the worst chap

ter in man's government. God has foretold it. 

When Satan shall be cast down from heaven 

(Rev. 12: 7-13) the earth shall experience its 

last throes of agony under Satan's rule. He, 

with the Beast and Antichrist, all the powers 

of darkness, will plunge the world into its 

darkest days of sorrow and tribulation. 

CHRIST'S COMING RULE IN POWER AND JUSTICE 

At this crisis Christ will appear in power 

and great glory to take the scepter of world

government. His first act will be to destroy 

the assembled armies at Armageddon and cast 

the Beast and the False Prophet into the lake 
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Father's time has come, and public universal 
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of fire (Rev. 19: 11-21). Satan will be confined 

in the pit for the duration of Christ's reign 

(Rev. 20: 1-3). Then will follow the judgment 

of living nations (Rev. 20: 4-6; Matt. 25: 31-

46), and the establishment of Christ's millen

nial kingdom. 

Then shall be fulfilled the magnificent an

nouncement of Rev. 11: 15: "The kingdoms of 

this world are become the kingdoms of our 

Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for 

ever and ever," etc. At long last this world 

shall have a truly spiritual and righteous gov

ernment. The prophetic scriptures revel and 

rejoice in the description of this ideal kingdom 

and golden age of mankind. 

THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST'S RULE 

The Son of Man who is also Son of God shall 

be on the throne in Zion. He will subdue alJ.' 

evil and cast out of His kingdom all things that 

off end. "He shall not fail nor be discouraged, 

till He have set judgment in the earth: and the 

isles shall wait for His law" (Isa. 42: 4). "Of 

the increase of His government and peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David and 

upon his kingdom, to order it and to establish 

it with judgment and with justice from hence

forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 

hosts will perform this" (Isa. 9: 7). 
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The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9: 6) shall at last 

bring in universal peace. Wars shall cease 

from the earth. For a full one thousand years 

men shall live under righteous and spiritual 

rule. Christ is King. The saints rule under 

Him. Satan is bound, and "the earth shall be 

full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

cover the sea" (Isa. 11: 9). 

THE NATURAL AND THE SPIRITUAL MINGLED 

IN CHRIST'S MILLENNIAL KINGDOM 

One might conclude in reading the glowing 

accounts of Christ's millennial kingdom, as de

scribed by the prophets, that this was the final 

and spiritual form of God's reign over man

kind. However, other scriptures reveal that in 

that period of 1,000 years, all is not yet perfect. 

Righteousness indeed reigns, but does not yet 

dwell in perfect rest. 

There will be myriads born during that gold

en age who will come into the world with nat

ural, unregenerate hearts. Despite their knowl

edge of the Lord and His righteous govern

ment, some will yield only outward obedience. 

Others doubtless will make the blessed choice 

that Christ shall rule in their hearts. To such 

Christ will be Saviour as well as King. Thus 

we see that during the thousand years all will 

not be completely spiritual. In fact there will 



54 Afterward that Which is Spiritual 

be a growing element of that which is merely 

natural. Now God must test all this. Our 

Lord taught His disciples to pray, "Thy king

dom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven." He will not be fully satisfied until 

this is fully accomplished. Therefore He must 

test all men once more, and forever purge out 

all iniquity. This He does by releasing Satan 

from the pit to tempt the nations. 

THE FINAL TESTING OF MANKIND 

Satan released from prison is unchanged in 

his hatred of God and man, and goes out to 

deceive the nations in the whole earth. He is 

the sifter of God's wheat, and the leader of the 

children of disobedience. His temptation di

vides men into two great camps-those loyal to 

God, and those who follow Satan. The latter 

are destroyed by fire from heaven, and the 

devil that deceived them is cast into the lake 

of fire, his final place of eternal torment (Rev. 

20: 7-9). 

Then follows the final judgment of the wick

ed at the Great White Throne (Rev. 20: 11-15). 

THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM IS FOLLOWED BY 

THE ETERNAL KINGDOM OF GOD 

At this tremendous moment, when the last 

enemy has been destroyed, Christ delivers up 

the kingdom to God, even the Father. Christ, 
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� Son of Man, shall have put down all rule 

and all authority and power. "For He must 

reign till He hath put all enemies under His 

feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed 

is death" (1 Cor. 15: 24-26). 

All opposition to God will be destroyed by 

Christ in His mediatorial kingdom. Death it

self will be destroyed when the bodies of the 

wicked dead are raised to be judged. Then 

Christ the Son will deliver up the kingdom to 

God the Father that God may be all in all (vers. 

27, 28). What a marvelous consummation ! 

THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH 

Thus will pass away all that is contrary to 

God. Satan, sin, and death are finally destroy

ed. The natural is fully replaced by the spir

itual. The will of God will be done in earth 

as it is in heaven. Christ's kingdom will change 

its character from a mediatorial kingdom to 

God's kingdom. 

John the seer says, "And I saw a new heaven 

and a new earth : for the first heaven and the 

first earth were passed away ... And I heard 

a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people, 
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and God Himself shall be with them, their 

God" (Rev. 21: 1, 3). 

Thus ends the struggle of good and evil. Thus 

is fulfilled God's edict, "First that which is 

natural, afterward that which is spiritual." 

Our hearts say, Amen, so be it, Lord. Come 

quickly, and complete Thy mighty work in our 

hearts, our bodies, and in the world . 

., ., ., 
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