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now waiting in His presence for the glorious consummation 
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The Book of Psalms 
Introduction 

The Hebrew Bible is divided into three parts, the Law, the 
Prophets and the Writings. The Book of Psalms stands at the 
head of the third division. Our Lord mentioned these divisions. 
In Luke 24:44 we read: "These are the words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be ful¬ 
filled, which were written in the Law of Moses and in the Prophets 
and in the Psalms concerning me." In our Bibles the Book of 
Psalms occupies the central part, preceding the prophetic Scrip¬ 
tures. It may be compared to a great mountain peak from whose 
summit we have a magnificent sweep in all directions. 

The Book contains 150 songs of praise, prayers, and descrip¬ 
tions of every possible kind of human experience. The persons, 
who were chosen by the Holy Spirit to write down these precious 
hymns, are not all known by name. Many of the Psalms were 
written by David, others by Asaph, the children of Korah, one 
by Moses, perhaps two by Solomon, but many others bear no 
name. The Psalms are perhaps the best known portion of the 
Old Testament Scriptures. ̂  The Jewish synagogue uses them 
largely in their rituals. Pious Jews before Christ must have 
had this Book as the Book of devotion, as well as worship, and 
received through these blessed songs new hope and strength. 
This, no doubt, has been the case with all God-fearing Jews, 
especially during the bitter and cruel persecutions through which 
they passed. The prayers in suffering and for deliverance were 
mournfully chanted by many generations. It will be more so 
in the future, when the sons of Jacob will have to pass through 
the dark and dreadful tribulation period, out of which God will 
save them (3er. 30:4). 

The Christian Church has likewise used the Psalms exten¬ 
sively. They are found in the prayer books and liturgies of 
ritualistic Christendom. And still more are they read and loved 
by God's children, because they give so much comfort and help 
and describe the feelings and exercises of our hearts in such a 
blessed way. The continued reading of the Psalms produces in 
the believing soul a spirit of devotion and worship as well as 
dependence on God. They are extremely helpful in sorrows 
fi^d trials; many saints have found in them "help in the time of 
need." 

The importance of the Psalms is fully seen by the extensive 
use which is made of them in the New Testament. Our Lord 
*od the Holy Spirit refer to them perhaps more than to any other 
Portion of the Old Testament. Our Lord used the Psalms in 
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His public ministry. He silenced the tempting Pharisees by 
asking them a question from the One Hundred and Tenth Psalm. 
Most likely in the nights spent in prayer He poured out His heart 
in the language of the Psalms. When He came to Jerusalem 
He was welcomed by the glad shout, "Hosannah to the Son of 
David," and when His enemies murmured He referred them to 
the prediction of the Eighth Psalm. The last word addressed 
to Jerusalem was a quotation from the Book of Psalms: "Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Psalm 118:26). 
Before He went into the garden Gethsemane, He sang a hymn 
with His disciples; this hymn was the so-called Hallel, still sung 
by orthodox Jews on Passover (Psalm 113-118). In His sufferings 
He fulfilled all the predictions written in the Psalms, and when the 
one recorded in Psalm 69:21 came to His mind, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, He said: "I thirst" (John 19:28). In the 
darkness of the cross there came from His blessed lips the cry 
foretold in the Twenty-Second Psalm: "My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" Almost the first word He used after 
His triumphant resurrection is found in the same Psalm, "Go 
to my brethren," for there it is written, "I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren" (Psalm 22:22). When He entered heaven 
as the glorified man and came into the presence of the Father, 
He was welcomed as "Priest after the order of Melchizedek" 
(Heb. 5:10), and as it is predicted in Psalm 110, He sat down 
at the right hand of God. From glory, in addressing the over-
comers of Thyatira He also used the Psalms (Rev. 2:26, 27; 
compare with Psalm 2). And on the Father's throne He still 
waits for the fulfilment of many prophecies which are predicted 
and celebrated in praise in this Book. 

In the Epistles we find the same prominence of the Psalms. 
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, quotes from three Psalms: Psalm 
16 (Acts 2:25-28); Psalm 132:11 (Acts 2:30), and Psalm 110 
(Acts 2:34, 35). In the first prayer in the Book of Acts, the Second 
Psalm is mentioned. In different Epistles the Psalms are quoted. 
Especially significant is the quotation of the Psalms in the first 
and second chapters of Hebrews. Here we find the following 
Psalms mentioned: 2, 89, 97, 104, 95, 102, 110,8,16 and 22. 

After having touched upon the importance of the Psalms, we 
mention another fact which must be kept in mind in the study of 
this Book. The Psalms are Jewish, the expectation and hope, 
the experiences and blessings are those of Jewish saints. Christian 
standing, the full Christian blessings, Christian responsibility and 
the Christian hope are not revealed in these songs. We find 
nothing in the Psalms of that which is so blessedly revealed after 
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. Nowhere 
is God addressed as Father in the Psalms. The inspired writers 
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addressed Him as Jehovah, God, the Most High, Rock, Refuge 
and by other terms, but none spoke of Him as Father. Believers 
are not spoken of as sons of God in the Psalms. The revelation of 
God as Father and the position of believers in Christ as sons of 
God are exclusively New Testament doctrines. The blessings 
promised, and hoped for in the Psalms are earthly blessings. The 
inheritance of the land and of earthly things is seen as the reward 
of those who are faithful. Our blessings are not of an earthly 
nature, nor do Christians expect to inherit the land, but our 
blessings are spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
The Psalms know nothing of another great Christian doctrine, the 
indwelling and abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. David 
prayed (Psa. 51), "take not thy Holy Spirit from me." This 
prayer does not need to be prayed by a Christian believer, for the 
Holy Spirit of God has sealed them unto the day of redemption. 
The worship of the saints in the Psalms is Jewish: that is confined 
to an earthly sanctuary which is called the tabernacle or the house 
of the Lord. Christian worship is something entirely different. 
Our Lord said to the woman at the well: "Woman, believe me, 
the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor at 
Jerusalem worship the Father." Then He spoke of the true 
worship, which is in spirit and in truth. As true worshippers we 
enter not into an earthly house, but in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we enter into the Holiest. We have boldness to enter into the 
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way. The 
Psalms only speak of an earthly sanctuary. 

The Second Coming of the Lord is most blessedly revealed in 
the entire collection of Psalms, but it is not the blessed Hope. 
The Coming of the Lord for His saints, the resurrection of those 
who have died in Christ and have fallen asleep in Jesus, the rapture 
of the living saints when He cqmes into the air, is altogether un¬ 
known in the Psalms. This blessed Hope is revealed in 1 Thes-
salonians 4 and is the true Christian Hope. The Second Coming 
of Christ, His coming in power and glory, His coming as King and 
Judge, who will bring deliverance/to the waiting remnant of Jews 
and vengeance upon their enemies, is what is so fully made known 
m the Psalms. Many of the experiences found in the Psalms 
are therefore the experiences of godly Jews. Prophectically they 
are often the experiences of the believing remnant of the Jewish 
people, which will witness for the truth and suffer during the 
great tribulation, preceding His visible manifestation (Matt. 
24:29-31). 

Viewed in this light the difficulty of the imprecatory prayers 
found in the Psalms is easily solved. These prayers, which call 
tor the destruction of the enemies of God's people, have been 
variously explained. Those who deny the inspiration of the 
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Psalms have especially been very outspoken in the denunciation 
of these prayers, and some have stated that the language is the 
language of passion, the expression of angry persons, caused by 
hatred and sufferings from unjust persecutions. Others have 
declared that such utterances were excusable, inasmuch as David 
did not possess the religious knowledge which the New Testament 
believers enjoy. In other words, the Psalmists cursed their 
enemies because they did not know any better. Such a view 
ignores the fact of inspiration; behind the writer stood the Holy 
Spirit. Perhaps a score or more of other explanations of the 
imprecatory prayers could be mentioned. The enemies whose 
destruction is invoked, are God's enemies. The measure of their 
wickedness is full and a righteous and holy God must deal with 
them in judgment. During the brief period of time with which 
this age closes, the great tribulation, the unrighteousness of the 
nations and their rebellion against God will be consummated. 
Then the Jewish remnant called and fitted of God to give one 
more message to an apostate age, will suffer great distress, and in 
their suffering they will cry to the Lord to overthrow their enemies. 
Then these imprecatory prayers find their place. They will be 
actually prayed some day and answered by the coming of the 
King and Judge. 

The Psalms in the form of a book as we have it now, their 
collection and arrangement, was the work of an unknown person 
or persons. There was a time when these different Psalms, though 
all in possession of the people, were unarranged. The arrange¬ 
ment in which we possess the Psalms is undoubtedly the work of 
the Holy Spirit, though all the details as to the instruments used 
and the time when it was done are lacking. Human wisdom and 
ingenuity could never have accomplished this task in the way it 
has been done, Psalms are linked with Psalms in a most wonderful 
way and bring out a progressive revelation. Surely such insight 
into the hidden things is divine. Here is a field for spiritual 
investigation which is inexhaustible. 

In the Hebrew Bible the Book is divided into five parts. This 
fivefold division has a meaning of great importance. The 
Pentateuch written by Moses is composed of five books. Ancient 
Hebrew sources compare the five books of Moses with the five 
books into which the Psalms are divided. "Moses gave Israel 
the five books of the Torah (Law) and to correspond with them 
David gave them the Sefer Tehillim (the Psalms), in which also 
are five books." Others called the Psalms "the Pentateuch of 
David." There exists a correspondence between the five books 
with which the Word of God begins and these five books of the 
Psalms. 

That there is a real analogy between the five books of Moses 
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and the five books of the Psalms can easily be verified. We call 
attention to a few striking facts. Genesis contains the whole 
Bible in a nutshell; it is the great rock foundation book of God's 
revelation. So the first division of the Psalms (Psa. 1-41) contains 
the whole book in a nutshell. It is the same for the Book of 
Psalms that Genesis is for the whole Bible. The two names 
Jehovah and Elohim are found in this book just as in Genesis; the 
name of Jehovah is the prevailing name. Exodus is the book 
which describes the sufferings of God's people, persecuted by their 
enemies, and how Jehovah redeemed them, constituted them a 
nation, led them forth towards the land of promise. The second 
Book of Psalms (Psa. 42-72) begins with Psalms of suffering. 
Godly Jews cry to the Lord for deliverance. They are away from 
the sanctuary. Then we see how their prayers are answered, 
and Jehovah once more interferes in behalf of His people and 
leads them out. He becomes their King and rids them of all 
their enemies (see Psa. 45-48). This second division closes with a 
Psalm which describes the reign of the King and the glories of His 
Kingdom. The King is the Lord Jesus Christ, and He will 
establish His Kingdom on this earth in the midst of His own land, 
Immanuel's land (Isa. 8:8). This is not the last Psalm of David; 
yet at the close it is written, "The prayers of David, the son of 
Jesse, are ended." The meaning is as simple as it is blessed. 
The Lord had promised such a kingdom to David and a son from 
his loins to be the king. When David beheld the glorious vision of 
the seventy-second Psalm, he cried out "The prayers of David 
are ended." He had no more prayer for that kingdom of peace 
and righteousness, when he beheld its fulfilment. 

Leviticus is the book which has for its keynote "holiness unto 
the Lord." This fact we find impressed in the beginning of the 
third division of the Psalms (Psa. 73-89). This part begins with 
the Asaph Psalms. God is holy and He has a separated people, 
the Jewish remnant, which suffers in the midst of apostasy and 
corruption. Here are recorded their prayers and how they seek 
His face in the last days. 

Still more striking is the similarity between the Book of Numbers 
and the fourth division of Psalms (Psa. 90-106). This fourth 
part begins with the Psalm of Moses. May he not have written 
this Psalm by divine inspiration in the wilderness wanderings, 
when he saw that generation dying off on account of its un¬ 
belief and sins? The hand of man would have put the Psalm of 
Moses, being the oldest Psalm, into the first place. But not so 
the Holy Spirit. He put this Psalm at the beginning of the fourth 
Book of the Psalms. But as in the Book of Numbers the Lord 
points towards the land, when at last His people should find rest, 
so in this part of the Psalms the fact is made known that the 
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wandering nation is to be brought to rest. The beautiful mil¬ 
lennial Psalms are found in this section, and it closes with a 
retrospect of Israel's history of failure and what Jehovah has done 
for them. 

The fifth section begins with Psalm 107, and here we are at 
once face to face with the great truth in Deuteronomy. Jehovah 
rehearsed again through Moses their entire history and predicted 
their future as well. That predicted future, when He who 
scattered Israel will gather them and bring them back to their 
land, is beautifully told in the One hundred and seventh 
Psalm. Psalm 150 is the great "Hallelujah" Psalm. Counting 
the last "Praise ye the Lord" by itself the word "praise" is found 
exactly twelve times in this last Psalm. The great end of all is 
Jehovah's praise and it will be a perfect praise. The Book of 
Psalms begins with "Blessed is the man" and it ends with "Praise 
ye the Lord." 

These brief remarks show that the Psalms are arranged in an 
orderly way and that they have a prophetic meaning. This 
latter fact has been altogether too much overlooked. Generally, 
one might say almost universally, the Psalms are read for de¬ 
votional purposes. We believe to do so can only result in great 
good to our souls. May we be kept from saying as some have 
done, the Psalms are not for us, and therefore we have nothing 
to do with them. This is unscriptural. All in the Word is for us, 
though it may not be about us. 



PART I 

GENESIS SECTION 

PSALMS 1 TO 41 





THE FIRST PSALM 

Just as the opening chapters of the first book of the Bible are 
ihe whole Bible in a nutshell, so the first eight Psalms contain the 
message of the Psalms in embryo. We can trace throughout the 
entire book of Psalms the subjects made known in the beginning 
of this book. Here we read of the godly and the ungodly, as well 
as of Christ the perfect Man, the rejected King, His future glory 
as King enthroned with all things put under His feet, and the 
suffering of the righteous, especially of the future God-fearing 
remnant among His earthly people, during the time of His 
rejection. 

The first Psalm has no inscription. We do not know who is the 
author of it nor the time of its composition. Some have suggested 
Solomon as the author, who, it is claimed wrote it as a suitable 
introduction to the Psalms which were written by his illustrious 
father, King David. It is noteworthy that the words "mockers" 
and "scorners" do not occur again after their use in this Psalm; 
but they are found a number of times in the book of Proverbs. In 
some ancient manuscripts the first Psalm is marked out as a kind 
of introduction to the whole collection of Psalms, while in other 
manuscripts the first and the second Psalms appear as one. This 
is the reason why in some of the best Greek manuscripts the 
present second Psalm is quoted in Acts 13:33 as the first Psalm. 
And now we turn to the Psalm itself. 

Happy is the man who walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, 
Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 
And sitteth not in the seat of scorners. 
But in the Law of Jehovah is his delight 
And in His Law doth he meditate day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water. 
That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 
And likewise its leaf withereth not; 
And all that he doeth he maketh to prosper. 
Not so the wicked! 
Like the chaff which the wind driveth away! 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand in the judgment 
Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
For Jehovah knoweth the way of the righteous, 
But the way of the wicked shall perish. 

The structure of this Psalm is very simple. It has two parts 
Verses 1-3 describe the godly, his character and his fruit. The 
remaining verses, 4-6, describe the ungodly in comparison with 
the godly. The word "Blessed" (Hebrew: Ashrei) we translate 

17 
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"Happy". It is used twenty-five times in this book. In the 
next Psalm we find it in the closing verse (2:12). But there is a 
great difference in the meaning of this word in these two opening 
Psalms. In the first Psalm it is the happiness of the righteous 
man who walks with God, is wholly separated from evil, who is 
negatively and positively right in the sight of God; in the second 
Psalm it is the happiness of one who trusts in another. No 
natural man has a right to claim the happiness of the first Psalm, 
for the natural man is negatively and positively bad. All that is 
evil is found in him and all good is absent, nor does he seek after 
God or delight himself in the Law of Jehovah. "As it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not one; there is none that under-
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. 3:10-12). But while 
no sinner can claim the happiness of the first Psalm, because he is 
destitute by nature of this character, he can possess another 
happiness, that happiness which comes by trusting in the Son of 
God, the friend and Saviour of the sinner. And all who put their 
trust in Him enjoy the happiness which is revealed in the begin¬ 
ning of the thirty-second Psalm. "Happy is he whose trans¬ 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy is the man unto 
whom Jehovah imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is 
no guile." 

The perfect man portrayed in the opening verses of this first 
Psalm is, first of all, the Lord Jesus Christ. He was on earth 
holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners (Heb. 7:26). 
He was from above and not of this world; there was no sin in 
Him, for He did not sin, nor did He know sin. The progress of 
the natural man is revealed in the first verse. Walking in the 
counsel of the wicked; followed by standing in the way of sinners, 
the rejection of righteousness, and finally sharing the seat with 
the scoffer, out and out defiance of God. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ knew only the counsel and fellowship of God His Father 
and therefore was perfect in all His ways. And the Lord Jesus 
Christ is seen here in delighting in the law of Jehovah. He came 
to earth in the form of a servant to do the will of Him that sent 
Him. His meat and drink was to accomplish that will. Only 
He could meditate day and night in Jehovah's Law and find in 
doing His will His delight. He was wholly in subjection to God 
and fully devoted to Him. And so He is the tree, ever green and 
bearing precious fruit, prosperous in all things. 

But here we have also a description of the true believer. Of 
such the Lord Jesus Christ said, "They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world," and therefore we are called "to walk 
even as He walked." By nature we are of the world and are 
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found on account of sin in the counsel of the wicked.* But when 
we believe on Him and are born again, we become separated 
from the things we are in by nature. We begin to walk with God 
and no longer in the counsel of the ungodly. Then begins the 
delight in the things of God; the true believer loves His Word and 
seeks through it in the power of the Spirit to know His will. To 
maintain the godly walk, the separation from evil, necessitates 
the constant use of the Word of God. This is as prominent in 
the Old Testament as it is in the New. "Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according 
to Thy Word."—"Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I 
might not sin against Thee" (Psa. 119:9, 11). 

Such a one is like a tree planted by the streams of water. He is 
under the Lord's gracious care and the streams of water, the 
symbol of the Holy Spirit and His gifts, minister to his need. 
"Happy is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, that 
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green, and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit" (Jer.17: 
7-8). Fruit-bearing is the blessed result of separation from evil, 
devotion to the Lord and fellowship with Him through His Word 
and His Spirit. Fruit produced in its season, springing from such 
a source, is well pleasing to God, and therefore all the righteous 
do is made to prosper. 

The opening verses find still another application, which is pro¬ 
phetic. While the Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect, the righteous 
man, and those who trust in Him and are His, are also in view in 
these verses—we find here likewise a prophetic picture of what 
the God-fearing part, or remnant, of the people Israel, will be. 
Such a remnant will be on the earth during the years of the great 
tribulation preceding the coming of Israel's King, our Lord. It 
will be a remnant of true believers. They will be separated from 
the ungodly part of the nation, the scoffers, who have cast off all 
fear of God as well as their national hope. Their delight will be 
in the law of the Lord; they hope and trust in His oath-bound 
promises. The fig-tree, cursed so long, withered and barren, is 
then putting forth new leaves and this remnant will be the tree of 
God's planting, bringing blessed fruit in its season. Israel will 
then become the holy nation, the righteous nation. It will be 

*The word "wicked" means ungodly. The German word is Gottlos, the 
same which the Scotchman uses if he has the Psalms in Scottish. We give 
the first verse in the Scotch dialect. "Blyihe may the man be, wha airfs-na his 
gate by the guidin o' the gpdlowse! an wha stans-na V the road o' wrang-doers! 
on louts-na at the doun-sittin o' Inwse jankers," Godlotose, means loosed from 
God and such we are all by nature. 
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fulfilled what is written elsewhere in the prophetic Word. "Thy 
people shall all be righteous, they shall inherit the land forever, 
the branch of my planting, the work of my hand, that I may be 
glorified" (Isa. 60:21). They will be like the green olive tree and 
flourish like the palm tree (Psa. 52:8; 92:12). The abundant 
blessing has come as spoken by Isaiah. "For I will pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground; I will 
pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine off¬ 
spring. And they shall spring up among the grass, as willows 
by the watercourses" (Isa. 44:3, 4). 

The last three verses of this Psalm deal with the ungodly, their 
character and coming doom is made known. The statement is 
very terse, in the form of an exclamation—"Not so the wicked!" 
They are the opposite from the righteous. They have not God 
in their thoughts; they fellowship with sinners and are mocking 
and defying Him. They reject His Word and pay no attention 
to it. Hence their doom. They will be, in that coming day like 
the chaff driven away by the wind. That time has not yet come, 
but it will come with His Return, for "He shall thoroughly purge 
His floor, and gather His wheat into the garner, but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matt. 3:12). Judgment 
is coming in which the ungodly cannot stand; they will be swept 
away by it, nor can they have a share and part in the gathering 
of the righteous in that day. And the Lord knows the way of the 
righteous. It is marked out by Him and prepared, while the way 
of the ungodly perisheth. 

THE SECOND PSALM 

This Psalm is the first great outstanding prophecy concerning 
Christ in this book. Its prophetic Messianic meaning is confirmed 
in the New Testament. Like every other prophecy which deals 
with the work and the glory of Christ, this prophecy also remains 
in greater part unfulfilled and can only be fulfilled at the second 
advent. 

We behold Him in this Psalm as King, rejected, but in God's 
own time to be enthroned upon the hill of holiness, Zion, to rule 
over the nations and to possess the uttermost parts of the earth. 
The perfect Man and the glorious King is the theme of the first 
and second Psalms, and between stands His rejection by His own 
and the nations of the earth. And what a majestic, sublime 
prophecy it is! The oftener it is read the more its grandeur im¬ 
presses itself upon the believing heart. The Psalm has no inscrip¬ 
tion, but David is the author of it. This we learn from Acts 4:25. 
In that passage this Psalm is quoted as well as in Acts 13:33; 
Hebrews 1:5, 5:5. Other passages in which this Psalm is referred 
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to, are Revelations 2:27-28; 12:5; 19:15. The Messianic interpreta¬ 
tion among the Jews was the only interpretation up to the tenth 
and eleventh century. Then, to contradict the Christian exposi¬ 
tion, the Jews limited the meaning of the Psalm to David. This 
view is now fully shared by the destructive critics. The Jews 
reject the Messianic prophetic meaning because they want to deny 
Jesus as their promised Messiah, and the Modernists, with the full 
light thrown upon this Psalm in the New Testament, also reject 
Christ, when they side with this comparatively modern Jewish 
view. 

The Psalm has four clearly marked divisions, which we shall 
follow briefly. 

I. The confederacy and rebellion against Jehovah and His 
Christ. (Verses 1-3.) 

Why do the nations rage 
And the peoples imagine vain things? 
The Kings of the earth set themselves, 
And rulers plot together, 
Against Jehovah and against His anointed—• 
"Let us break their bands asunder 
And cast away from us their cords." 

The Psalm begins with a significant prediction of the opposition 
which the nations and the peoples make against Jehovah and 
against Him whom He sent into the world. The righteous One, 
who was separate from sinners and walked in perfect obedience, is 
not wanted by them. They rage like the restless sea, and they 
imagine vain things. Acts 4:25-27 connects this Psalm with the 
rejection of Christ. The Apostles having returned to their own 
company mentioned this Psalm before the Lord in prayer. 

Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, 
and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 
For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thcu hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together. 

It refers obviously to the rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles and the people Israel were 
gathered together against Him, "the holy child Jesus." While 
only the nations and peoples are mentioned in the Psalm, the 
passage in Acts includes the people Israel as well. However, the 
fact that Jehovah's anointed was thus treated at His coming and 
put to death has not exhausted this prophecy. It was only a 
partial fulfilment. The age in which we live began with the rejec¬ 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and since then it has not improved, 
nor can it ever improve, for it is an evil age and Satan is its god 
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(2 Cor. 4:4). Throughout this age nations have raged and peo¬ 
ples imagined vain things, opposing Jehovah and His councils. 
This opposition continues and becomes more marked as the present 
age draws to its close. Where are the nations who have bowed in 
submission to Jehovah and are obedient to Christ? Where are 
the cities whose inhabitants have accepted Christ as Saviour and 
Lord? Alas, this boasted Christian civilization is anti-christian. 
And there is yet to be the final fulfillment of the opening verses of 
this Psalm. And for this final opposition and revolt all is now 
getting ready in the world. Wre behold among the Gentiles this 
coming opposition. In many lands, in Russia, in Germany and 
other countries the most outspoken antagonism against God 
and Christ prevails. Modernism is opposition to God, His Son, 
and His Word. Among the Jews the hatred of Christ and His 
Messiahship continues, though some may praise His ethical 
precepts. 

However, this open rebellion against Jehovah and His anointed 
falls into the period of time, which in the prophetic portion of the 
Word of God is so clearly marked, the end of the age. Strictly 
speaking, the description here does not refer exactly to this Christian 
age, but to the end of the age, after the true Church is no longer 
on earth. This open rebellion comes when "He, who now letteth," 
the restraining One, "is taken out of the way (2 Thess. 2:7). It is 
the same period of time of which our blessed Lord speaks in the 
first part of the Olivet discourse in Matthew 24 and which is more 
fully described in Revelation 6-19. Wrhen that times comes the 
kings of the earth and the rulers will make a confederacy and in 
open rebellion set themselves against God and against His Son. 
Then under the leadership of the beast from the sea and the beast 
out of the earth, the lawless one, the nations as never before rage 
and the peoples imagine vain things. Then in their blindness they 
will cast away their cords and by satanic efforts break their bands 
asunder. The nations in their defiance will ultimately be gathered 
in a place called Armageddon. Then will be fulfilled what John 
beheld, "and I saw the beast and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies gathered together to make war against Him that sat on the 
horse and against His army" (Rev. 19:19). There is a most 
interesting and striking comment in one of the most ancient Jewish 
sources (in the Yalkut Shimoni) on the words "against the Lord 
and against His Anointed." We quote it. 

Like a robber who was standing and expressing his contempt behind the 
palace cf the king, and saying, if I find the King's Son, I will seize him, and kill 
him, and crucify him, and put him to a terrible death; but the Holy Spirit 
mocks at it, and saith, He that dwells in the heavens shall laugh. 
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II. The Silence of the Heavens broken. (Verses 4-6.) 

The sitter in the heaven? shall laugh, 
The Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then will He speak to them in His anger 
And in His wrath He will terrify them. 
And I, I have set my King 
On Zion, the holy mountain of mine. 

From the scenes of apostasy, rebellion and lawlessness, the pre¬ 
dicted end of the age, our gaze is directed upward. The Hebraic 
text changes in the rhythm here. It becomes full and sonorous. 
Delitzsch calls it "donnerartig," that is, "thunderlike." It is 
quite a contrast with the fourth verse. There is a throne in the 
heavens which cannot be affected by man's efforts during man's 
day. And upon that throne, the Father's throne, sits in Glory 
He who was on earth the perfect Servant and over whose cross was 
written the title of King. The present age has been an age of 
unbroken silence. The heavens have been silent to all the wicked¬ 
ness and rejection of the Christ of God. The heavens are still 
silent to all the blasphemies which are spoken against Christ. 
God says nothing now to all the dishonors which are heaped upon 
the head of His blessed Son. But He will not keep silence forever. 
He has waited and is still waiting in infinite patience upon His 
Father's throne, till at last by God's own power, by His personal 
return, His enemies shall be made His footstool. Jehovah laughs 
at man's opposition and has them in derision. While now He 
speaks in love through and in His Son, in the blessed Gospel of 
Grace, He will then speak in His anger and in His wrath He will 
terrify those who are His enemies. A day of vengeance, a day of 
wrath is surely coming and dreadful it will be when it bursts in all 
its fury upon a world, which dreams of progress, peace, and safety, 
and which seemingly has gotten rid of the bands and cords. The 
Son of God is dishonored and disowned as to His own Person. 
Can God keep silence much longer? Will He not soon speak in 
vindication of His own Son so shamefully rejected and neglected? 
Yet that day of the Lord's wrath and God's wrath will not come 
till the final, great apostasy is fully matured, and till it has run its 
appointed course. The faithful testimony of God's believing 
children makes the complete apostasy still impossible; but when 
their testimony is ended, and the true Church leaves this earth to be 
with Him, who is the exalted Head, all will rush into lawlessness 
and a complete rejection of Christ, and that will be followed by 
wrath from heaven. Then God gives honor and glory to His Son 
Jesus Christ, who so fully glorified Him on the cross. Upon Zion, 
the hill of holiness, will He be established as God's appointed King. 
This does not mean a spiritual rule, nor a spiritual Zion, but a literal 
Kingdom with its center in the earthly Jerusalem. Zion will be 
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the seat of His dominion. Jerusalem will then be the capital city 
of the great King. 

III. The King's declaration and His Kingdom. (Verses 7-9.) 
I will make known the decree: 
Jehovah hath said unto me, 
My Son, thou art, 
I have this day begotten thee, 
Ask of me and I will give thee nations for thine inheritance 
And for thy possession the ends of the earth. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, 
As a potter's vessel shalt thou break them to fragments. 

Our Lord speaks Himself, publishing the decree and announcing 
who He is and His kingly rights. What a day that will be when 
His voice is heard! The last word which came from His blessed 
lips was heard by John, "Behold, I come quickly" and the next 
word will be the shout with which He will call His Saints together 
to meet Him in the air (1 Thess. 4:16-18). And after that when 
He comes in great power and glory with His Saints, He will speak 
and declare as the glorified Man and King, His decree. Jehovah 
said to Hun, "My Son thou art." It is the declaration of His Son-
ship. Acts 13:33-34 gives us a commentary on this. The day 
He was begotten refers to His incarnation. He ever was the Son 
of God, the eternal Word, one with the Father, absolutely God. 
As such He had no beginning. His goings forth are from ever¬ 
lasting (Micah 5:2). It is therefore not His eternal Sonship which 
is here before us, though it is implied. When God opened the 
tomb and raised up His Son, He became the first begotten from 
the dead, whom He made the Heir of all things. In this connec¬ 
tion the second Psalm is quoted in the first chapter of Hebrews 
(verse 5). As Son of God with power by the resurrection from the 
dead, He is made so much better than the angels, as He hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. For unto 
which of the angels said He at any time, "Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee?" He appears then declaring this Son-
ship, which includes His eternal Sonship, Son of God in incarna¬ 
tion and Son of God in resurrection. And it is in this capacity He 
is increasingly rejected. What a day it will be when He Himself 
comes forth, when human eyes will behold the person of the Lord! 
Then His Person as well as His work as Redeemer can no longer be 
denied but will have to be acknowledged. Oh, blessed coming 
day! may it soon be, when all His own who suffer with Him now 
and share His rejection will appear with Him. 

But God also requests Hun to ask of Him and He gives Him 
nations for an inheritance and the ends of the earth for His pos¬ 
session. Up to now He has not yet asked. When the tune comes, 
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when the first Begotten returns, then will He ask and the Father 
will give Him that Kingdom over which He will rule from His own 
throne and which, though centered in Jerusalem, will include the 
ends of the earth. He will govern the earth in righteousness and 
deal with the nations in judgment. His rod is the rod of iron to 
break to pieces. "Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies" as 
spoken in the other royal Psalm (110). It shows how He will be 
victor over the opposing forces of the world and be at last en¬ 
throned as King. But the government revealed here is only that 
which concerns the earth. As Heir of all things, the heavens are 
His likewise, and the glorious rule there belongs to Him. And 
blessed story of His love and grace! He has made us sharers of 
that glory. The glory the Father has given to Him, He has given 
to us (John 17:21). We shall rule with Him and have share in His 
Kingdom. "And He that overcometh and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall 
they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father" 
(Rev. 2:26-27). 

IV. The Solemn Warning. (Verses 10-12.) 

And now ye kings, be wise! 
Be instructed ye judges of the earth! 
Serve Jehovah with fear 
And rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the Son lest he be angry 
And ye perish in the way, 
For soon his wrath will be kindled. 
Blessed all that trust in Him. 

This great prophetic Psalm ends with an exhortation and a 
solemn warning. It is a call to acknowledge Him and to do 
homage to the Son. The exhortation and warning has a special 
meaning during the end days of this age, when mercy still lingers, 
but divine wrath is about to be executed from above. There is 
still a gracious opportunity given during the dark days of the great 
tribulation to turn to Him and escape the wrath of the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah. 

The words, "Kiss the Son" have been attacked by the critics. 
Some have translated it, like Wellhausen, with "Adopt a modest 
demeanor," and others by similar paraphrases. They all object 
to the word used in the original and translated by "Son." Above 
in the sentence "Thou art my Son" the word used is "Ben." 
't^'ni Ato," My Son Thou art. Here the Aramaic word for son 
Bar" is employed. The oldest Jewish exponents never objected 

to this word and explained its use on account of the dissonance in 
the Hebrew: produced by the other word, "Ben." If that word 
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were used it would sound like this "Nasku Ben Pen Jenoph," 
but by using the word, "Bar" it reads more smoothly "Nasku 
Bar Pen Jenoph." 

But the exhortation and warning will not be heeded and judg¬ 
ment comes upon the rebellious nations, as we read in many por¬ 
tions of the prophetic Word. But when He has returned and is 
enthroned upon Zion's holy hill the kings of the earth will have to 
come before Him and fear Him, for every knee must then bow and 
every tongue confess Him as Lord. 

THE THIRD PSALM 

Jehovah, how many are mine enemies! 
Many are rising up against me! 
Many say of my soul 
There is no salvation for him in God. Selah. 
But Thou art a shield, O Jehovah, about me. 
My glory and the uplifter of my head, 
My voice cries to Jehovah, 
From His holy hill He will answer me. Selah. 
I laid me down and slept; 
I awaked for Jehovah sustained me. 
I will not fear the multitudes, 
Who are arrayed on all sides against me. 
Arise, Jehovah! Save me my God! 
Thou art smiting all the jaws of all mine enemies. 
Thou hast broken the teeth of the wicked. 
To Jehovah belongeth Silvation; 
Thy Blessing is upon thy people. Selah. 

The next five Psalms belong together. They form a bridge 
leading from the second Psalm to the next great Messianic Psalm, 
which is the eighth. In the second Psalm we saw prophetically 
the rejection of God's Anointed, the Messiah, and how that rejec¬ 
tion will terminate. In the eighth Psalm we find the prophecy 
when He, who is the Son of Man, will have all things put under 
His feet. The five Psalms which come in between are prophetic. 
They describe the godly remnant of Israel during the time of the 
absence of the Messiah from the earth and especially during the 
end of the age, when that remnant will be called. Here is the 
record of their future trials, their sorrows, and their persecutions. 
Here, too, we read of their confidence in God and the promises in 
which they trust, as well as their prayers for deliverance through 
Divine interference. In the exposition of all these Psalms we 
should consider the historical background, that is, under which cir¬ 
cumstances the different Psalms were penned. 

In this Psalm and the four which follow, we have the trials 
and sorrows of the godly in Israel, as stated above. But these 
trials and sorrows are common to all the Saints of God, who live 



THE THIRD PSALM 27 

in separation from the world, and to them also belongs the comfort 
expressed in this Psalm. 

The inscription of this third Psalm shows that David wrote 
it, when he fled from Absalom his son. He was the rejected king; 
rebellion had been made against the anointed of the Lord by his 
own son. The connection with the previous Psalm is obvious. 
King David was in a desperate condition as an outcast and fugitive 
from Absalom, who sought his life. He was reaping what he 
had sown. After his awful plunge into the abyss of the blackest 
sin, the prophet Nathan had predicted the very thing which 
happened, when Absalom raised his vicious hand against his 
father. "Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house" (2 Sam 12:11). What a contrast 
with Him of whom we read in the preceding Psalms, the perfect 
Man, who had no sin and in whose mouth there was found no 
guile. He was hated without a cause; but David, though 
graciously forgiven and restored, reaped in Absalom's rebellion 
what he had sown in the flesh. Yet because he knew and had 
experienced God's restoring mercy, knew that all was right 
between Jehovah and himself, he could turn in fullest assurance 
to Him and pour out his heart. His enemies had increased on all 
sides, for the hearts of the men of Israel went after Absalom 
(2 Sam 15:13). Many rose up against him. Shimei reviled him 
and cursed him. Many ridiculed him, as barefooted and weeping, 
he passed over Kidron. There is no salvation, no help for him 
in God. This was the daunting language of his enemies. 

In all this we can see a type of Him who was reviled and who 
was mocked in words similar to the second verse1, "There is no 
salvation for Him in God." For they said, "He trusted in God, 
let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him." Through a 
similar experience the godly of all ages have passed and are still 
passing. It will be at the close of the age when the enemies of 
Christ will increase and the godly in Israel will be harrassed on 
all sides and persecuted by the powers of darkness. 

In the next two verses (verses 3 and 4) David turns to Jehovah 
and shows his deep confidence and trust in Him. He uses three 
beautiful expressions. He calls Jehovah "a shield"; next, "my 
glory," and finally he speaks of Him as "the uplifter of my head." 
As the shield He covers His people round about. David knew 
this shield and used it. As "the glory" David expressed his belief 
in His presence, for the cloud of glory was for Israel the visible 
sign of His presence with His people. He also knew that Jehovah 
who had spoken such gracious words in covenant promise to him, 
and had promised to build him a house and give him blessing and 
glory and a kingdom, would be "the uplifter of his head." Nor 
was he disappointed in his faith. The Lord shielded the man 
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after his own heart; He covered him and His presence went with 
him, and finally he lifted up his head and he triumphed over all 
his enemies. Here too we can trace the life of trust of the Son 
of God when living on earth in humiliation. He trusted God. 
None of the fiery darts of the tempter could reach Him because 
He dwelled in the secret place of the most High and abode under 
the shadow of the Almighty; He made Him His refuge, and was 
covered with His feathers because He trusted under His wings 
(Psa. 91). The Lord was also for Him "the uplifter of His head." 
All His people have the same comfort, while during the tribu¬ 
lation the remnant of Israel will express their trust and hope in 
Him in a similar way, and when the Lord comes their heads too 
will be lifted up. 

Prayer will be answered. It is the answer from His hill of 
holiness. In the remaining four verses (5-8) we read of how faith 
will be answered from above. In the fifth verse sleep and awaking 
from sleep is mentioned. 

I laid me down and slept; 
I awaked for Jehovah sustained me. 

On account of this, the Psalm has been called "a morning Psalm.' 
Simple faith and confidence in the Lord produces peace and 
security. "I will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
upon Me, because he trusteth in Me." Many a time, no doubt, 
David slept in perfect peace, though dangers surrounded him on 
all sides; but he knew all was in His hands and that His shield 
and glory would cover him. And on awaking the Lord sustained 
him and gave him victory. Here likewise we must remind our¬ 
selves of our Lord. Peacefully He rested in the little ship. No 
storms and no waves could disturb Him, and when He arose winds 
and waves had to obey His voice. But the-application may be 
made in connection with His death and resurrection, the sleep and 
the awakening. Before He bowed His precious head on the cross 
to die, to sleep in death (as to His body), He commended His 
spirit into the Father's hands, in fullest assurance of resurrection, 
that His body could not see corruption (Psa. 16) and when the 
morning came of the third day Jehovah sustained Him and He 
arose as the mighty conqueror. We also think of the trying 
experiences which the godly Israelites will have during the days 
of Jacob's trouble, and how they will be kept during that night 
and arise "when the day dawns and the shadows flee away." 

Why then fear the multitudes, the hordes of enemies and the 
unseen powers behind them! When that great tribulation is on, 
the godly in Israel will cry for deliverance, for salvation. As we 
know from many parts of the prophetic Word their land, the 
holy land, will be invaded by many nations and Jerusalem will be 
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once more besieged (Zech. 14). The distress will be great and in 
the language of this Psalm and many others they will cry, "Arise, 
Jehovah." "Save me, my God." Then comes the answer. The 
King returns and with His mighty judgments will deal with the 
enemies. They will be smitten in the cheekbones; their teeth, 
with which, symbolically, they would devour the godly, will be 
broken. Then the delivered people will shout for joy and 
acknowledge that their salvation is of Jehovah. He has come 
to deliver, and the long promised blessings will rest graciously 
upon them. Then He will place salvation in Zion for Israel, 
which in that day is called "His Glory" (Isa. 44:23). 

Before we leave this Psalm we call attention to the word "Selah" 
used thrice in this Psalm. It is found here for the first time. It 
occurs seventy-one times in the Psalms. It means, "to pause," 
with a secondary meaning "to lift up." It may have been a 
musical direction added when the Psalms were used with "musical 
instruments and in chanting. We can take it as an indication 
that in reading, when we reach a "Selah" we should stop, pause, 
meditate upon what we have read and then lift up our hearts in 
praise and in prayer. 

THE FOURTH PSALM 
In my calling, answer me, O God of my righteousness! 
In pressure Thou art enlarging me; 
Be gracious untj me and give ear to my prayer. 
How long, ye sons of men will ye put my glory to shame? 
How long will ye love vanity, seeking after a lie? Selah. 
But know Jehovah hath set apart for Himself the godly; 
Jehovah will hear when I call unto Him. 
Be swayed with anger, yet sin not! 
Commune with yourselves upon your bed and be still. Selah. 
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness; 
Put your trust in Jehovah! 
Many are saying: Who shall cause us to see any good? 
Lift upon us the light of Thy countenance, O Jehovah. 
Thou hast put gladness in my heart, 
More than in the time when their corn and their new wine increaseth. 
In peace will I both lay me down and sleep; 
Thou, Jehovah, alone maketh me dwell in safety. 

_ This is another Davidic Psalm, but nothing is said about the 
time when David was moved by the Holy Spirit to pen these 
words. It is the first Psalm which has a musical inscription: to 
the chief musician on Neginoth (stringed instruments). In 
these blessed utterances we must think first of all of Him, who is 

the chief musician," He who sings praises in the midst of the 
Church (Heb. 2:12). We hear prophetically in this Psalm the 
yoice of David's son and David's Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is the only One who can call on God pleading His righteousness, 
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for He was holy. Through the first verse of this Psalm we get a 
glimpse of His prayer-life, when He walked in humiliation among 
men, with the assurance that in pressure, in all His suffering, He 
would be enlarged. Then in the second verse we hear of His 
rejection. The sons of men put His glory to shame. They all 
loved vanity and sought a lie. But He, the Godly, the Holy One, 
whom His own rejected and despised, has been "set apart" by 
Jehovah. God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. 
He has heard Him and, in the language of another Psalm, has 
given Him His heart's desire and has not withholden the requests 
of His lips. (Psa. 21:2). 

In the next place we find in this Psalm the deep soul exercises 
of the godly in Israel, as well as of all the trusting people of God. 
The Psalm may be divided into three sections. 

I. The Cry to Jehovah. (Verses 1-3.) 

The one great refuge for the people of God in the time of trouble 
is prayer. The Saints of God in the past, in the present and in 
the future, till full deliverance comes, by the coming of the Lord, 
have always turned, and will always turn, to the Lord with their 
cries for help. And what blessed encouragement we find in the" 
Word of God to-do this! We have the assurance that "The Lord 
is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call upon 
Him in truth" (Psa. 145:18). Then we think of promises like 
the one in Psalm 50:15. "And call upon Me in the day of trouble 
and I will deliver thee, an'd thou shalt glorify Me," and a still 
greater promise, "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, 
I will answer, and while they are yet speaking, I will hear" (Isa. 
65:24). We do not need to go outside of the book of Psalms to 
hear the godly making use of this blessed privilege. For we read, 
"In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God" 
(Psa. 18:6); "As for me I will call upon God; and Jehovah shall 
save me" (Psa. 55:16); "In the day of trouble I will call'upon 
Thee, for Thou wilt answer me" (Psa. 86:7). "He shall call upon 
Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him and honor him" (Psa. 91:15) and many similar 
passages. When the time of Jacob's trouble comes, with which 
the present age closes, the godly remnant will call to the Lord for 
deliverance. We shall follow their prewritten prayers in many of 
the subsequent Psalms. 

Beautiful is the confession, "In pressure Thou art enlarging 
me." God's people have always found this to be true. The 
greatest blessing comes when the children of God pass through 
the deep waters of trials, afflictions, and persecutions. When the 
enemy presses upon us and we are harassed from all sides we can 
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look for an enlargement in spiritual things. The Lord is the 
nearest and the dearest to His people when they suffer. 

The second verse is addressed to those who are ignorant of all 
this, the sons of men, the children of the world who know nothing 
of the glory of the waiting people of God, who love vanities and 
seek after a lie. Such is the path of those who do not know God. 
They think their world attainments and pleasures are a glory, 
while the true glory is put by them to shame. But in the midst 
of the mockers and the scoffers the Saint of God has the assurance 
that he is set apart by the Lord unto Himself, that he belongs to 
the Lord and that in God's time glory will be the eternal portion 
of all who trust in the Lord. 

II. The Warning and Exhortation to Those Who Oppose the 
Godly. (Verses 4-5.) 

"Be swayed with awe" may also be translated by "Tremble!" 
"Tremble and sin not." The Septuagint has translated it by 
"Be angry and sin not." This translation is quoted by Paul in 
Ephesians 4:26, one of the many exhortations to believers. In 
this Psalm it is addressed to unbelievers, that they should stand 
in awe, tremble in His presence, and cease from sinning. This is 
followed by an exhortation to retire within themselves, to think 
it over how vain all things of the world are, how unsatisfying all 
pleasures. Their own heart will tell the story in the stillness of 
the night. Then they should offer the sacrifices of righteousness 
and put their trust in Jehovah. There is here evidently still 
hope for those who are the enemies of the godly remnant of Israel, 
who persecute and reproach them. From other Psalms we learn 
that finally they become more outspoken in their opposition and 
defiance of God, that they persecute and kill the godly so that 
no remedy remains but judgment, which in some of the impreca¬ 
tory Psalms is invoked to fall upon them from above. 

HI. The Assurance of Faith. (Verses 6-8.) 

Who are the many, who say, "Who shall cause me to see any 
good?" It has been claimed that they are "not the enemies 
addressed before. The reference may be to the friends and com¬ 
panions of David, whose heart failed'them in the day of trouble; 
or more widely, to the general proneness of men to walk by sight 
rather than by faith."* We think, however, it is the language of 
those addressed before. They are unbelievers in the promises of 
God. They do not believe that God will keep what He has 

*Perowne on the Psalms. 
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spoken and that the promised King will ever come for their 
glory. We find an illustration of this in the last chapter of the 
prophecy of Isaiah. That chapter contains a prophecy of what 
will happen as the great tribulation comes to its close. The un¬ 
godly, apostate part of the Jews are mocking those who are 
God-fearing and tremble at His Word. These Jewish apostates 
have gone on in their defiance and opposition. Then the Lord 
says to them, "Yea, they have chosen their own ways and their 
soul delighteth in their abominations. I also will choose their 
delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when 1 
called, none did answer; when I spake they did not hear, but 
they did evil before mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted 
not" (Isa. 66:3-4). Then the godly in Israel are addressed. 
"Hear the Word of the Lord, ye that tremble at His Word. 
Your brethren that hate you, that cast you out for my name's 
sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified (in mockery: let Him come), 
but He shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed." 
Then follows suddenly His manifestation: "A voice of noise 
from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord that 
rendereth recompence to His enemies" (Isa. 66:5-6). 

And so here they say, "Who will show us any good," just as in 
Christendom we have the mockers who say, "Where is the promise 
of His coming?" (2 Peter 3:4). But then we hear the godly say, 
"Lord, lift up the light of Thy countenance upon us." That 
prayer will be answered when He comes. Then come gladness 
and joy greater than their gladness produced by material things, 
when there is an abundance of corn and wine. 

"In peace will I both lay me down and sleep; Thou, Jehovah, 
alone maketh me dwell in safety." On account of this verse the 
Psalm has been called an evening hymn, just as the preceding one 
is a morning hymn. Trusting in Jehovah, knowing His loving 
care, His sheltering arms, the certainty of His promises, the 
believer can, even in days of trouble and perplexity, lay himself 
down and sleep in perfect assurance of perfect safety. 

THE FIFTH PSALM 

This Psalm, written by David, has for an inscription "to the 
chief Musician upon Nehiloth." This word has been interpreted 
in two different ways. Some derive it from the Hebrew verb 
"nahal," to inherit, hence inheritances or possessions. Others 
claim that it should be explained as meaning a wind instrument, 
as Negiloth in the previous Psalm means a stringed instrument; 
so that it has been termed "flutes." Jewish expositors have 
understood it to mean a certain tune to be sung "according to the 
inheritances," while others thought it denotes a musical choir. 
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It is probably correct to interpret it as "upon flutes." The 
Psalm is the first one in which an imprecatory prayer occurs and 
therefore claims our special attention. "The tone and general 
character of this Psalm are easily perceived. It is a prayer of 
faith, sent up from a heart in which the discernment of God as 
the shield and rcwarder of them that seek Him, is found in union 
with a very deep sense of the prevailing evil and ungodliness 
which daily present themselves to the contemplation of the faith¬ 
ful. Vexing of soul because of the abundance of iniquity is thus a 
leading feature in its general expression. This is accompanied by 
a strong tone of righteous testimony against evil, rising, in the 
latter verses, into a direct imprecation of Divine vengeance upon 
the workers of iniquity. A steady view is maintained throughout 
of God in the unchanging majesty of His truth and power. He 
shines cheeringly upon the believing soul through the mists of 
present evil and distress. Large entrance is enjoyed into His 
counsels which respect the end. Hence, patience is wrought in 
tribulation, joy abounds in the sure hope of a deliverance, which 
is deferred only by the counsels of unerring love. The soul is 
stayed upon God; it is therefore full of His peace. The holiness 
of God is found to be the security of both, of ultimate and enduring 
blessing to the believer, and of eventual destruction of the evil¬ 
doer."* 

The Psalm expresses prophetically the feelings of the Jewish 
remnant of coming days, as they suffer, waiting for the coming of 
heaven's King. 

The first three verses contain the prayer cry to God and to the 
King. 

Give ear to my words, O Jehovah; 
Give heed to my meditation! 
Listen to the voice of my crying, my King and my God! 
For to Thee do I pray. 
Jehovah, in the morning shalt Thou hear ray voice; 
In the morning will I come before Thee and expectingly look up. 

As the next verses show the godly surrounded by evil-doers, and 
the bloody and deceitful man is especially mentioned. This will 
be the condition of'the godly in Israel during the end of the age. 
Their refuge will be prayer. They call upon Jehovah in the day 
of trouble and perplexity. They know that He heareth prayer. 
Such has been the refuge of the Saints of God at all times. God 
is supreme; He is above all and over all. This is the sure hope 
of the trusting heart and He hears and answers. "The appeal of 
our weakness to His strength, of our ignorance to His wisdom, 
of our sinfulness to His grace, can never be in vain."t 

*Pridham on the Psalms. 
tNumerical Bible. 
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We notice that the cry is directed to Him who is both God and 
King. They appeal to the King and expect help and deliverance 
from the God-King. This is the Messiah, Christ. They are 
waiting in that future day for the coming of the King, who will 
deliver them out of the hands of their enemies and the bloody 
man, the man of sin. It is different with the Church; the true 
Church is not awaiting the visible coming of the King, but the 
coming of her Lord, the Bridegroom. Nor do we find anywhere 
in the New Testament the Lord Jesus Christ spoken of as the 
King of the Church, \\hen the King comes back His Church 
will share with Him the glory of the Kingdom and reign with 
Him, and the saved remnant of His earthly people Israel will 
become a part of the millennial kingdom. Therefore they are 
calling in prayer for His kingly manifestation, as it will be revealed 
in that day of glory when He comes "in like manner" as He went 
into heaven, when the cloud will bring Him back to earth again. 

In the third verse we see them looking for the morning. The 
Psalm has been called a morning-hymn. But we can think here 
of that other morning which is coming, the morning without 
clouds, when the day dawns and the shadows flee away. The 
night of sin, of rebellion, of apostasy, and of the suffering of His 
people will not last always. The morning breaks when He returns. 
Then His waiting people at the close of the great tribulation will 
look up expectingly. 

For no God art Thou whom wickedness can please. 
The evil (man) cannot dwell with Thee. 
The arrogant shall not dare to stand before thine eyes; 
Thou hatest all workings of iniquity. 
Thou wilt destroy them that speak lies; 
The man of blood and deceit Jehovah abhorreth. 
As for me, through Thy great mercy will I enter Thy house; 
I will fall down, facing Thy holy Temple, in Thy fear. 

It is the comfort of the godly that in their hatred of evil they 
are on God's side. They are in fellowship with Him, for He 
hates evil and they hate evil with Him. Wickedness does not 
please God nor those who know God. Evil cannot dwell with 
Him, for God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. 
When Habakkuk had beheld in his vision the future invasion of 
Israel's land by the Chaldeans, the prophet said to God "Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity" (Hab. 1:13). Wickedness may prosper for a time but 
the day is surely coming which will bring destruction and eternal 
shame to those that practise lies and iniquity (Rev. 21:8). The 
man of blood and deceit is that man of sin and perdition which 
will be on earth during the closing years of the age (2 Thess. 2). 

But then the godly can look up and look forward to the day 
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when they can worship in His presence in His house. That 
house is Jehovah's temple. During this present age worship is 
neither in a house, nor on a mountain (John 4:21). The worship 
of the Church is through the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
sanctuary above, the Holiest, into which the true believer can 
enter with boldness by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way, 
which He has consecrated for us. When the present age ends 
with the complete manifestation of the mystery of iniquity, and 
our Lord returns as King and slays the wicked one with the 
brightness of His coming, a new worship will be introduced on 
the earth. Another temple will be erected, as seen by Ezekiel in 
his closing visions. Into that temple the glory will return. 
Towards this temple the faith of the godly, persecuted remnant of 
God's ancient people looks, expecting some day to enter that 
house as worshippers. We shall find this longing for that future 
worship in many other Psalms. 

Jehovah, lead me in Thy righteousness, because of my foes; 
Make Thy path straight before me. 
For in their mouth is nothing trustworthy, 
They are inwardly full of depravity, 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; 
They make their tongue smooth. 
Hold them guilty, O God! 
Let them fall by their own counsels; 
Thrust them out in the multitude of their transgressions, 
For they have rebelled against Thee. 
And all who seek refuge with Thee shall rejoice, 
Forever shall they shout for joy because of Thy protection 
And they shall exult in Thee who love Thy name. 
For thou, Jehovah, wilt bless the righteous, 
With favor wilt thou surround him as with a shield. 

Prayer follows, and first of all prayer for guidance. The 
wicked are about and watch, and therefore the godly pray to be 
led in God's path. The ninth verse is partly quoted in the third 
chapter of Romans (Rom. 3:13) to demonstrate the natural 
condition of the human race. We must, however, maintain the 
interpretation in connection with the godly Jews during the time 
°f tribulation, the great tribulation, yet to come. Then the 
enemies surrounding them on all sides press upon them. The 
time has come when "the transgressors are come to the full" 
(Dan. 8:23). Rebellion against God is seen on all sides; violence 
!s in the earth under the leadership of the false Christ. The 
godly then suffer as never before and then cry to God for venge-
an£?' th&t He may deal in judgment with these apostates. 
. *"e tenth verse contains the first imprecatory prayer recorded 
JQ the Psalms. Much has been written by commentators about 
flese prayers. It has often been said that David, living in a 
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semi-barbaric age, prayed thus, because he did not know any 
better. Others have gone so far as to point out that such prayers 
are evidences against the inspiration of the Bible. Looked at in 
the right light of interpretation, these imprecatory prayers are 
inspired prayers perfectly in order when the time comes, and 
they also will be answered. For a Christian to pray these prayers, 
during this age in which the Church is to suffer with Him, and 
the individual believer is exhorted to revile not as He did not 
revile, and to love his enemies, would be sinful. But it will be 
far different in the future. Judgment must fall some day upon 
the transgressors. The predicted judgments are executed when 
the Lord comes. It is immediately before this consummating 
event takes place that the godly in Israel are hard pressed on all 
sides. Then they pray "Oh, that Thou wouldst rend the heavens 
and come down" (Isa. 64:1). And at the same time the Spirit 
of God teaches them to call upon a righteous God to deal with 
them according to His righteousness. Our Lord spoke a parable 
of the widow who prayed "Avenge me of mine adversary," and 
as she kept on pleading and crying, the unjust judge said "because 
this widow troubleth me I will avenge her, lest by her continued 
coming she weary me." The widow represents the true Israel 
during the time of great trouble. As she was heard and avenged 
so will Israel's plea for judgment be answered. "And the Lord 
said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God 
avenge His own elect (Israel), which cry day and might unto Him, 
though He bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge 
them speedily" (Luke 18:1-8). The first imprecatory outburst is 
followed by the assurance of faith. Those who trusted in Jehovah, 
made Him their refuge, did not do so in vain. There is joy coming, 
a time of great rejoicing, and all who love His name will exult in 
Him. The righteous will be blessed and, as far as Israel is con¬ 
cerned, these blessings will be realized in the earthly kingdom, 
which comes with the coming of the King, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE SIXTH PSALM 

The inscription of this Psalm is like the two preceding ones, 
"to the chief Musician." Stringed instruments, upon Sheminith, 
follows. Sheminith is a new term and means "upon the Octave," 
with the probable meaning that it was to be sung by male voices. 
The Psalm has been called the first penitential Psalm. While the 
fourth and fifth Psalms revealed the suffering of the godly from 
the side of the ungodly, their enemies, we find here their own deep 
soul exercise on account of sin. We divide this Psalm into three 
parts. The opening three verses contain the cry to Jehovah on 
account of sin, the cry of repentance. 
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Jehovah, rebuke me not in Thine anger, 
And chasten me not in Thy furious wrath. 
Be gracious unto me, Jehovah, for I am withered, 
Jehovah, heal me, for my bones tremble. 
And my soul trembleth exceedingly— 
And Thou Jehovah—How long!' 

The trials and sorrows through which the godly have passed 
produce this brokcnness of heart and deep exercise on account of 
sin. They look upon what they are passing through as His dis¬ 
pleasure on account of their sins and so the plea that His rebuke 
may not be in anger, and the chastening not in His furious wrath, 
or hot displeasure. Luther comments on these words as follows: 
"He begs that the rebuking and chastening may be done in mercy 
and goodness, not in wrath and fury. He teaches us therefore 
that there are two rods of God; one of mercy and goodness, 
the other of anger and fury. Hence Jeremiah prays (Chap.10:24), 
"0 Lord correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest 
Thou bring me to nothing." 

In the second verse we find a picture of wasting away and 
trembling bones. "He describes his soul as deprived of all its 
health and vigour, as languishing and fainting, by reason of sin, 
which eats out the vitals, and shakes all the powers and supporters 
of the spiritual frame, so that the breath of life seemed to be 
departing. Enough, however, was left to supplicate the healing 
aid of the God of mercy and comfort, to petition for oil and wine 
at the hands of the great physician. How happy it is for us, 
that we have a physician that is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities and was tempted in all things as we are and suffered, 
even unto the death of the cross on which His bones were vexed."* 
Well may we think of Him and His suffering for our sins, what it 
must have meant for Him, who did no sin and knew no sin. His 
righteous soul, endued with a sensibility peculiar to Himself, 
passed through an agony, when the wrath of God was tasted by 
Him, which is unknowable to us. 

Then with trembling soul we hear the first "How long?" in the 
"salms. How long? An end will come and the "how long?" 
will be answered; and when the end comes it will be blessing and 
glory. The godly in Israel will remember Jeremiah's message of 
comfort. "Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord; 
f°r I am with thee. For I will make a full end of all the nations 
whither I have driven thee, but I will not make a full end of thee, 
but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly 
unpunished" (Jer. 46:28). 

A he next four verses lead even into a deeper distress, into the 
^eryvalley of the shadow of death. 

Bishop Home, a godly preacher and teacher born in 1730. 
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Return Jehovah! Free Thou my soul, 
Save me, for Thy Mercy's sake. 
For in death there is no remembrance of Thee; 
In Sher>\ who shall give thanks unto Thee? 
I am weary with my groaning, 
Every night make I my bed to swim; 
My couch I water with my tears. 
Mine eye is sunken through grief, 
It is grown old because of my foes. 

The cry out of the depths is for mercy. Only mercy can save 
and deliver from the darkness and shadow of death. The Psalmist 
reminds the Lord that if the body falls prey to death and descends 
into the grave, it cannot glorify God, unless raised again. There 
is weariness with groaning, excessive weeping, so that the counte¬ 
nance is changed and the eyes sink in. Here too we must think 
of Him who was the man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, 
"whose visage was so marred more than any man, and His form 
more than the sons of men" (Isa. 52:14). In all these Psalms 
expressing human suffering, we can trace His suffering, and by 
way of contrast see, how He, the Holy One of God, must have 
suffered. We quote a few similar expressions from other Psalms 
in which His sufferings are clearly predicted. "I am weary of my 
crying; my throat is dried; my eyes fail while I wait for my God" 
(Psa. 69:3). "My tears have been my meat day and night, while 
they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?" (Psa. 42:3). 
"My heart panteth, my strength faileth me, as for the light of 
mine eyes, it is also gone from me" (Psa. 38:10). "Mine eye 
mourneth by reason of affliction; Lord, I have called daily upon 
Thee, I have stretched out my hands unto Thee" (Psa. 88:9). 

In all these expressions and in many others the Spirit of Christ 
speaks in prophecy of His own suffering through which He passed 
in the days of His humiliation. He walked in perfect holiness 
and in perfect patience among the sons of men. "He stood as a 
mark for the reproach of the ungodly day by day, because in 
perfect obedience, He bore as man continual testimony to the God, 
whom outwardly, they professed to know. The reproaches of 
them that reproached God fell on Him. Thus—hated in requital 
for His love—walking in His devoted obedience to the Father's 
will, in a path where human companionship was impossible; 
perfectly susceptible of the comfort of love, and of the joys of 
pure and holy fellowship, yet finding none capable of sharing with 
Him any portion of the burden which He bare; weeping alone in 
Divine sorrow over the cureless breach of His people; bearing 
about Himself the pre-ordained sentence of death, which in due 
time should be accomplished at Jerusalem, amidst the last indig¬ 
nities which man could offer, and under the weight of that wrathful 
stroke which human sin alone could merit, and Divine holiness 



THE SEVENTH PSALM 89 

could alone inflict. He was indeed a Man of sorrows and ac¬ 
quainted witb grief. The relief and solace of His spirit, under the 
pressure of blameless affliction, was thus to give Himself to prayer. 
To penetrate the mystery of godliness is not among things con¬ 
ferred upon us by the grace of God. To trace, on the other hand, 
the testimony to the sufferings of Christ, which the Spirit lias 
recorded in the Word of God, is one of the chief blessings of the 
believer.* 

Depart from me, all ye evil-doers. 
For Jehovah hath heard the voice of my weeping. 
Jehovah hath heard my supplication; 
Jehovah receiveth my prayer. 
All mire enemies shall be ashamed and greatly tremble; 
They shall withdraw and be put to shame suddenly. 

Here is the answer to the prayers of humiliation and confession 
of sin. He has heard the voice of weeping; the prayers are ac¬ 
cepted and victory over all the enemies has come. Here too we 
must think of Him, who was heard in that He feared. "Who in the 
days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplica¬ 
tions with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save 
Him out of death, and was heard in that He feared" (Heb. 5:7). 
The answer came for Him on the third day when God raised Him 
from the dead and highly exalted Him. But there is a day of 
vindication coming when He returns and glory comes. Then all 
His suffering and trusting people will share with Him in complete 
victory. 

As we study these Psalms, see their Messianic and Prophetic 
meaning, foretelling the sufferings of Christ and the sufferings of 
His earthly people during the end of the age, we also claim and 
enjoy for ourselves the comfort and encouragement which is 
contained in these inspired prayers. No other portion of the 
Bible is so stimulating to faith and to praise as the Book of Psalms. 

THE SEVENTH PSALM 

It has been suggested that over this Psalm should be written 
the sentence "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" The 
Psalm was written by David under heavy pressure and when he 
was in deep distress. The inscription tells under what circum¬ 
stances David composed this outcry to God. "Shiggaion of 
David, which he sang unto the Lord, concerning the words of 
Cush a Benjamite." The word Shiggaion means "Crying aloud," 
that is when in danger, in perplexity or in severe pain. It is used 
°?ly here in the Psalms and once more in the third chapter of 
nabbakuk. There is a very striking similarity. The loud 

*Pridham. 
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crying in Habbakuk's great ode is under similar circumstances to 
the crying in the Psalm before us, as we shall point out. But 
who is "Gush a Benjamite?" We do not know. It has been 
thought that Shimei is meant; but this cannot be confirmed. He 
was an adherent of Saul who joined in with Saul's persecution of 
David, perhaps was a chosen instrument in the hands of the re¬ 
jected king to do evil unto the Lord's anointed. Saul was a 
Benjamite. Gush means "Black." It is therefore not improb¬ 
able, since Gush the Benjamite cannot be historically located, 
that the name means Saul himself. While he was not black in 
the face, he had become black in his moral nature. Historically 
the Psalm could then be placed in connection with 1 Samuel 24 
and 26. Saul is a prophetic type of the coming man of sin, the 
son of perdition, Israel's false Messiah. The Psalm therefore 
reveals prophetically the persecution and the final suffering of 
the God-fearing remnant of Israel during the great tribulation. 
It is the outcry against the man of sin, and the Psalm which fol¬ 
lows reveals the answer, when the Son of Man comes and all things 
will be put under His feet. Then the false Messiah will be over¬ 
thrown and the trusting remnant delivered. The ode of Habbakuk 
(chapter 3) deals with the same conditions and reveals the same 
deliverance of the godly Israelites. This is the prophetic inter¬ 
pretation of the seventh Psalm. But God's people can use it as 
well when persecuted and tried by the wicked. Here, as in other 
Psalms, faith can feed and receive strengthening assurance. 

I. Confidence and Prayer. (Verses 1-2.) 

Jehovah my God, in Thee I seek shelter; 
Save me from all my pursuers, and rescue me! 
Lest like a lion he tear my soul, 
Rending in pieces, and no one to deliver. 

The godly in time of trouble always flee to Him who gives 
shelter and has the power to deliver. Faith and prayer are the 
resources of the children of God. Faith assures us that He is able 
to save and to deliver and prayer is the means of inducing the 
Lord to come to the rescue of His persecuted and troubled people. 
Therefore nothing needs to be feared. In such a shelter there is 
safety and deliverance. The enemy may rage like a roaring lion, 
but He is able to deliver. The lion who would tear to pieces is 
the picture of Satan and of the man of sin. Only the Lord can 
rescue out of his hands. 

II. Unjust Persecution. (Verses 3-5.} 

Jehovah my God, if I have done this, 
Should inquity be in my hands. 
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If I have meted out evil to him who is peaceful— 
Yea, I have delivered him who is without cause 

mine enemy— 
Then let the enemy pursue my soul and take it. 
And trample my life to the earth, 
And lay my glory in the dust. Selah. 

He protests his innocence. He feels he is guiltless and therefore 
what is done against him is unjust. Here we can also think of our 
Lord who alone could look to heaven and claim perfect righteous¬ 
ness. In His hands was no iniquity and in His heart no guile. 
David knew of no reason why the enemy should pursue him the 
way he did. Nor did he deal in a spirit of vindictiveness with 
him who hated him without a cause. Evidently the reference is 
here to the preservation of Saul's life by David. So confident is 
he that he acted in a way pleasing to the Lord that he makes his 
appeal to Him. If he is wrong then may his enemy pursue his 
soul, tread down his life to the earth and lay his glory into the 
dust. He who suffers innocently does not need to f'ear anything, 
but knows that the Lord will undertake for him. Such was 
David's confidence, as it will be the hope and confidence of all 
who suffer in the same way. 

HI. Arise Jehovah. (Verses 6-10.) 

Arise, Jehovah, in Thy wrath! 
Lift up Thyself against the rage of my oppressors, 
Awake for me to the judgment Thou hast appointed. 
When the assembly of nations shall compass Thee about; 
And over it return Thou on high! 
Jehovah shall judge the peoples; 
Judge me, Jehovah, according to my righteousness. 
And according to my integrity upon me! 
Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, 
And establish Thou the righteous; 
Proving the hearts and reins; 
God is righteous! 
My shield is upon God 
Who saveth the upright in heart. 

Innocent suffering and oppression by the enemy demands 
divine interference. The suffering godly ones, trusting the Lord 
and knowing His righteous government, can suffer for a while in 
patience, confident that when His time comes He will deal with 
the wicked persecutors. This comfort the Apostle Paul held out 
to the Thessalonian Christians in their tribulations. Paul rejoiced 
in the patience and faith which they exhibited in their persecutions 
which they endured, and wrote, "which is a manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of 
the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer; seeing it is a righteous 
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
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you; and to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 
1:4-8). Prophetically this section of the Psalm deals with the 
same manifestation of which Paul wrote in his epistle, the visible 
and glorious manifestation of the Lord to deal in judgment with 
His enemies and the enemies of His people. The prayer, "Arise, 
Jehovah," is frequently found in the Psalms and always means 
that coming manifestation. (See Psalms 9:19, 12; 44:26; 
68:1; 82:8, etc.). During the great tribulation the Jewish 
believers which compose the faithful, waiting remnant are severely 
tested and unjustly hated and persecuted. Then they pray 
their imprecatory prayers recorded in different Psalms and cry 
to heaven, "Arise, Jehovah, in Thy wrath." He will answer the 
cry for wrath and judgment. For the waiting remnant it will 
mean mercy and salvation (Psa. 102:13). For their enemies it 
will mean a complete defeat (Psa. 68:1). The nations will then 
also be gathered for judgment (Joel 3; Matt. 25:31). Then the 
wickedness of the wicked has come to an end and the righteous are 
established. 

IV. The Government of God and the End of the Wicked. 
(Verses 11-16.) 

God judgeth the righteous, 
God has indignation every day, 
If one turn not, He will whet His sword, 
He hath bent His bow, and made it ready. 
And for him He prepareth weapons of death; 
His arrows He turneth into fiery shafts. 
Behold he travalleth with inquity, 
Yea, he has conceived mischief 
But brought forth falsehood. 
He digs and hollows out a pit 
And falleth into the ditch he made. 
His mischief shall turn upon his own head. 
And on the crown of his head his violence returns. 

God's dealings with the unrighteous are here vividly described. 
While He waits in infinite patience, His judgment is nevertheless 
prepared against the ungodly. His sword will be unsheathed 
some day and His arrow will reach the mark. In verses 14-16 
the man of sin, the final Antichrist and his judgment, is pro¬ 
phetically indicated. 

V. The Coming Praise. (Verse 17.) 
I will praise Jehovah according to His righteousness, 
And will sing praises to the name of Jehovah most High. 
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Judgment is past; the unrighteous, wicked man, the man of sin, 
Is dethroned, God's King is enthroned. His people are delivered, 
glory and blessing has come and as a result praise to the full is 
heard on the earth. The night is gone and the dawn of the 
morning, followed by a day without clouds, has come. The 
groans are passed and singing breaks forth. This is the oft re¬ 
peated order in the many prophetic Psalms throughout the book. 
Suffering and glory, and ultimately Jehovah's praise in the king¬ 
dom on earth. 

In reviewing these Psalms we have briefly expounded, beginning 
with the third, we found first a morning hymn (3), followed by an 
evening hymn (4); then a night experience (5) followed by the 
deepest night (6) and the breaking of the morning, when the 
Judge ariseth and the wickedness of the wicked ends (7). The 
next Psalm is another outstanding Messianic Psalm. The Son of 
Man is seen having all things put under His feet. 

THE EIGHTH PSALM 
To the Chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

Jehovah our Lord, 
How excellent is Thy name in all the earth! 
Who hast set Thy Glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
Hast Thou established Praise because of thine adversaries, 
That thou mightest silence the enemy and the avenger. 
When I look upon Thy heavens, the Work of Thy fingers, 
The moon and stars, which Thou hast established; 
What is man that Thou art mindful of him? 
And the son of man that Thou visitest him? 
Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels 
And with Glory and Honor Thou hast crowned him. 
Thou makest him rule over the works of Thy hands; 
Thou hast put everything under his feet. 
Sheep and oxen, all of them, 
And also the beasts of the field; 
Fowl of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
Whatever passeth through the paths of the seas. 
Jehovah our Lord; 
How excellent is Thy name in all the earth! 

This second great Messianic Psalm begins with the statement 
that Jehovah's name is excellent in all the earth and it closes with 
the same blessed announcement. It therefore is a prophecy 
relating to that blessed time, which has not yet come, when the 
whole earth, the entire creation of God, is in subjection under 
Jehovah, when His Glory will be seen and His Name is worshipped. 

In the New Testament this Psalm is quoted three times. The 
Lord Himself mentioned the Psalm when the children in the 
temple cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David." 
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The chief priests and scribes said then to Him: "Hearest thou 
what these say?" "And Jesus saith unto them, Yea, have ye 
never read, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast 
perfected praise?" (Matt. 21:16). In 1 Corinthians 15:27 the 
Psalm is likewise mentioned, "For He hath put all things under 
His feet." But the fullest quotation is in Hebrews 2:5-9. 

This passage is a divine commentary on the Psalm. It shows 
that the Psalm refers to our Lord. He was made a little lower 
than the angels and is now crowned with glory and honor. Not 
yet seen, however, by human eyes, but we (believers) see Him 
thus by faith in God's own presence. These words of the Holy 
Spirit in Hebrews also show that this present age is not the time 
when everything is to be put under the feet of the Second Man, 
the head of the new creation. "But now we see not yet all things 
put under Him." 

We behold then in the eighth Psalm a precious picture of what 
will be when the Second Man is revealed from heaven, when the 
first begotten, will come back to this earth to take possession of 
His inheritance (Heb. 1:6). The state of the earth under Him, 
the blessed Person of the Son of Man, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, and who appears crowned with glory and 
honor, as well as His dominion, are the glorious contents of this 
brief yet rich Psalm. 

The superscription tells us that it is a Psalm of David. But 
what does "upon the Gittith" mean? The same word Gittith 
we find in Psalms 81:1 and 84:1. Gittith is generally interpreted 
as a musical instrument, a kind of lyre. Thus scholars like 
Gesenius, Delitzsch and others explain it. The great, Jewish 
scholar Rashi derives the word from Gath, as an instrument 
which was known in Gath. There the suffering and persecuted 
David had found shelter and this stringed instrument was intro¬ 
duced to Israel by David. But the Vulgate translates the word 
by "wine-presses" and so does the Septuagint. The latter is 
deeply significant. The above mentioned Jewish rabbi explains 
the title likewise as winepresses and sees in it an allusion to 
Edom which shall be trodden down like a winepress. 

Gath does mean winepress. It is significant that we find this 
word over the eighth Psalm. It tells of Him, who was in the 
winepress, whose precious blood was poured out on Calvary's 
Cross. And now He who suffered and died appears to our view 
in this Psalm as the one who receives His inheritance and possesses 
the earth in joy and glory. And He also will in His appearing 
tread the winepress as the judge of His enemies (Isa. 63:1-4). 
Mr. Thirtle on "the Titles of the Psalms" claims that the title of 
the Psalm following the eighth, that is the title of Psalm 9, should 
be in connection with Psalm 8. Now the word of the ninth 
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psalm is "Mutli labben" which means "Death for the Son." 
jjowever, Mr. Thirtle accepts the paraphrase given of this word 
by the Jews which is "to praise, regarding the death of the man 
who went out between the camps,'' that is Goliath. He applies 
this Psalm as having reference to the killing of Goliath by David 
and says: "The words are David's according to the inscription; 
he is the man whom Jehovah has visited (verse 4). After such an 
act as the killing of Goliath, what could David's note be other 
than dominion?" All this, however, seems to us very unlikely 
and somewhat fanciful. 

Jehovah our Lord, 
How excellent is Thy Name in all the earth! 
Who has set Thy Glory above the heavens.—Verse 1. 

This outburst of praise must be put into the mouth of the people 
of Israel. It is the voice of His redeemed people. Many such 
outbursts of worship of His earthly people are found in this 
Book of Psalms. This praise will be the result of the personal 
manifestation of the once rejected King, Jehovah-Jesus, who 
delivers by His coming the remnant of His people from their 
enemies. Israel redeemed by the blood of Him, whom they 
once cast out, delivered from their oppressors and restored to their 
land, in possession of all the covenant blessing, will utter praise 
(see Psalms 66:1-4; 67; 81; 96 and many others). The nations of 
the earth will join in this praise and Israel calls upon them to 
unite in the praise of Jehovah, their Lord. "Make a joyful noise 
unto God, all ye lands, sing forth the honor of His Name; make 
His praise glorious" (Psa. 66:1-2). His Name will then be ex¬ 
cellent in all the earth. Now His Name, that worthy Name, is 
denied and set aside. But when lie is manifested in Glory, when 
He appears as Son of Man, all opposition will forever be broken 
and every voice which denied His authority will be hushed and 
His Name will be excellent in all the earth. 

Most precious is the declaration that His Glory is set above 
the heavens. "Who hast set Thy Glory above the heavens." 
So rich and full is this little sentence that one is at a loss how to 
bring it out. The heavens declare the Glory of God. The 
heavens, the work of His fingers, the moon and stars are mentioned 
m verse 3. But here it is another glory. It is a glory, which is 
above the heavens. 

The Son of Man, who is Jehovah, ascended up on high. God 
raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand in 
the heavenlies, far above all principality and power, and might 
and dominion, and every name that is named not only in this 
age, but also in that which is to come, and hath put all things under 
His feet and gave Him to be the head over all, to the church, 
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which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all (Ephes. 
1:20-23). This blessed glory of the Lord will then be fully made 
known, and while His Name is excellent in all the earth and He 
reigns over the earth, His Glory is seen above the heavens. And 
in that Glory, the Church, His Body and His Bride, will be seen. 
Then His great highpriestly prayer will be answered, "I in them, 
and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in One and that 
the world may know that Thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
as Thou hast loved Me" (John 17:23).* 

It is a verse of marvelous beauty and depth which follows the 
general announcement of the age to come and its glory. 

The babes and sucklings stand for new born souls. "Except 
ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall in nowise 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." Such only can praise Him 
and enter into the Kingdom. And here we must consider first 
of all the quotation of this word made by our Lord Himself. 
When He had entered Jerusalem and came to the temple, He 
cleansed the same and also healed the blind and the lame, who 
came to Him in that cleansed temple. On account of this the 
children in the temple cried out for joy, a joy born by childlike 
faith, "Hosanna to the Son of David." And the adversaries, the 
priests and scribes were displeased. Upon this the Lord said: 
"Yea, have ye never read, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise?" (Matt. 21:16). 

In these praising children the blessed Lord saw the future 
travail of His soul; it was for Him an earnest, so to speak, of 
what was yet to come. The proud leaders of the nations had 
rejected Him, the children had owned Him. And when He comes 
the second time, then Praise truly waits for Him in Zion. Once 
more there will be an outburst of praise from the remnant of His 
people, the nation born in a day, that feeble, poor remannt which 
is left after the time of Jacob's trouble. 

"There is an hour coming when the praise, which now waits 
in silent expectation for Jehovah in the deserted but not forgotten 
city of His choice, shall break forth in pure and grateful melody 
from lips whose uncleanliness shall have then been purged away, 
and from hearts wherein the finger of God shall have written 
indelibly the everlasting law of His own righteousness. The new 
born nation shall then be, though in a somewhat different accepta¬ 
tion, an 'epistle of Christ,' like the church in the present dis¬ 
pensation, which, though torn alas! and mutilated and defiled, 

*Notice the words "believe" and "know" in connection with the world in 
John 17:21 and 23. Now is the time when the world is to believe. But 
when His own come into the possession of the Glory of which our Lord speaks 
in verse 22, then by the visible Glory resting upon the Church, the world will 
know. 
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yet, blessed be God, bears still the inseparable seal of His Holy 
Spirit of promise. Violence and destruction shall thenceforth 
be heard no more within the city of the Lord. For the promised 
bulwarks are salvation, and the gates shall be called praise."* 

This verse corresponds with the third verse of the royal Psalm. 
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power; in the holy 
splendour from the womb of the morning Thou hast the dew of 
Thy youth" (Psa. 110:3), The praise of the children in the 
temple foreshadowed all this which is yet to come. But even 
now He has the Praise of such who are new born babes, His own 
people who compose His Body. 

And the enemy and avenger is to be silenced, while the Praise 
is established on account of the adversaries. Satan and those 
who opposed God's purposes and sided with the enemy of God 
are meant by these terms. When Jehovah's Glory is seen, when 
His Name is excellent in all the earth, and the Praise of the new 
born nation as well as the perfect praise of the Saints in the Glory 
above the heavens is heard, then Satan is completely silenced. 
The lawless, God defying and man deifying rulers and adversaries, 
political and religious, the lords of "Man's day" will come to their 
awful end. The high ones on high and the kings of the earth and 
all who oppose God will be silenced. And the Praise for all this 
is heard from the lips of the new born ones, His own earthly 
people. The Praise of the Saints above began before. The 
heavens will rejoice first, for Satan, the old serpent, called the 
Devil, will be cast out of heaven as soon as the Saints are caught 
up into heaven (Rev. 12:9-12). 

When I look upon thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, 
The moon and stars, which Thou hast established; 
What is man that Thou art mindful of him? 
And the Son of Man that Thou visitest him? (Verses 3-4.) 

And now the physical heavens are mentioned. What a vast 
universe it is as we look up and realize that those mighty creations 
are the work of His fingers. The child of God can muse on this. 
The unsaved in this present evil age seem to become more and 
more blinded by the god of this age, so that they lose even the 
sight of that which speaks of the glory and omnipotence, as well 
as the existence and intelligence of the Creator. How few of the 
poor dupes of Satan ever look up and consider the heavens! 
Satan makes them look down like the beasts of the field, to grovel 
in the mire and in the dust. Wonderful are the heavens, the 
moon and the stars. And what is man? Man inhabiting one of 
the smallest of the uncountable bodies of the universe. Why 
should God be mindful of this little planet and consider man upon 

*Pridham on the Psalms. 
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it, the creature of the dust? But this is Godlike that He takes, 
up that which is small and insignificant to manifest His Love 
towards it. And what is Man? Vanity, a sinner, God's enemy 
by wicked works, a child of wrath. And man has been visited 
by God. This is implied in this question. God has visited man 
not in judgment and wrath but in the gift of' His only begotten 
Son. In Him He has visited man and has been mindful of him. 
And He is the "image and glory of God," and through Him fallen 
man by faith is brought from the old into the new creation and 
becomes through Grace one with Him, who is "the image of the 
invisible God, the first bor-n of all creation." 

And before we leave this interesting part of our Psalrn we may 
make still another application of these words. Only the moon 
and the stars are mentioned. The Sun so prominent in the 
nineteenth Psalm is not spoken of in this Psalm. The Sun, called 
the Bridegroom (Psa. 19:5), is the type of the Lord. The moon 
with her changes is the Church as a body. The stars of different 
glories in light are typical of individual believers. The heavens 
thus speak of God's Grace in taking sinners out of sin and eternal 
ruin and forming them in a body, and setting them as individuals 
in the heavenlies. And these heavens indeed are the work of His 
fingers. It is His own work, which has put fallen man there. 

Thou hast made him a little lower than the angels 
And with Glory and Honor thou hast crowned him. (Verse 5.) 

The passage in Hebrews makes it clear that our Lord Jesus 
Christ and not the first man, is meant (Hebr. 2.). All the precious 
truths of His humiliation and exaltation, the suffering and the 
glory, the deep place He took, the high place He has reached, are 
here flashed upon us. We see Jesus who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with Glory and 
Honor. This is the vision of faith. But when this Psalm shall 
be fulfilled, He will appear crowned with many crowns. The 
angels will then worship Him. Oh! what blessed thoughts rush 
in upon the heart and mind as one meditates on all this; Angels 
He created, they are His ministers and the ministering spirits 
for the heirs of salvation. He took a place below the angels in 
coming into the world, and it was for the suffering of death. The 
great work accomplished, He entered heaven as the glorified Man 
and obtained by inheritance a more excellent Name than they. 
And when He comes the angels will accompany Him, for He will 
be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels (2 Thess. 1:7), 
and all the angels will worship Him (Heb. 1:6). And let us not 
forget.with Him are His Saints, and the Church will share in 
His Glory. Then His loving heart will find its rest, when His 
Glory rests upon those for whom He died. 
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Thou makest Him rule over the Works of Thy bands; 
Thou hast put everything under His feet, 
Sheep and oxen, all of them. 
And also the beasts of the field; 
Fowl of the heavens and Ssh of the sea, 
Whatever passeth through the paths of the sea. 
Jehovah our Lord, 
How excellent is Thy name in all the earth. 

But little needs to be said on this, though like everything else 
in this Psalm it is inexhaustible. The words tell us of the rule 
of the second Man over the earth. All creation will be under 
His feet. Satan will be shut up in the bottomless pit. The 
demons can no longer delude and seduce. The whole earth will 
be at rest. Paul's glorious vision on the summit of Romans 8 
will be gloriously fulfilled (Rom. 8:20-23). Groaning creation 
will be delivered. Domestic animals and the untamed beasts of 
the field, the unconquered fowls of the air and the creatures of 
the deep, all will be put under Him, the Lord of creation, who 
gave up all to buy back what sin had ruined. Oh, what a happy 
lot is in store for this poor earth, groaning now under the curse. 
Full and rich are God's oracles of descriptions of that age of 
blessing and glory when He comes back to this earth. And if we 
were to quote them all and write out the most glowing descriptions 
of what it will be, still it would be true that "not half has been 
told." 

And how the heart is cheered to read it again, "Jehovah our 
Lord, how excellent is Thy Name in all the earth." They may 
read this verse in ritualistic churches, they chant them in beautiful 
music. It is not true now; it cannot be true now during this age; 
but, blessed be God, it will be true some day, when He is mani¬ 
fested. 

Let us praise God and thank our Father in anticipation of the 
coming fulfillment of this precious Psalm. Child of God, as the 
days grow darker, as Christ is rejected and Satan's power becomes 
more pronounced, turn to the bright side, the prophetic Word, 
which assures us that His Glory will cover the heavens and the 
earth will be full of His Praise. Even so; Come, Lord Jesus. 

THE NINTH PSALM 

The prophetic story of the Psalms is continued in the next 
section, beginning with the ninth Psalm and ending with the 
fifteenth. Here we find again the Jewish remnant of the end-
time prominent; we get glimpses of their suffering and of the man 
of sin, the lawless one. The ninth and the tenth Psalms are 
closely connected. A certain alphabetical structure is noticeable 
in the original language, but the structure covering the two 
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Psalms, is deficient and irregular.* On account of this alphabetical 
scheme two of the ancient versions of the Bible, the Septuagint 
and the Vulgate, give these two Psalms as one. 

The inscription again speaks of the chief Musician and the 
word "Muthlabben" is added. It means "death for the son." 
According to Dr. Thirtle, who believes that this inscription belongs 
to the preceding Psalm, the title should be connected with the 
death of Goliath, the champion (1 Sam. 17:4, 51). Perhaps, in 
view of the coming time of Jacob's trouble, of which the ninth 
and tenth Psalms give a prophetic picture, one may think of what 
happened in Egypt, in the night of deliverance, when there 
was "death for the son," the first-born. So God will be again the 
avenger of His suffering people. 

The Psalm begins with praise, just as the seventh Psalm ended 
with praise. As in the seventh Psalm so here in the ninth Psalm 
the praise is in anticipation of the coming victory, when, as the 
eighth Psalm so beautifully predicts, all things will be put under 
the feet of Him Who was made a little lower than the angels. 
We see therefore in the first section of this Psalm a prophetic 
forecast of what earthly conditions will be when the Son of Man 
has received the throne and rules in righteousness and peace. 

I. The Praise of the Most High. (Verses 1-2.) 
I will praise Jehovah with my whole heart, 
I will proclaim all Thy wondrous works, 
I will be glad and rejoice in Thee, 
I will sing praise unto Thy Name, O Most High. 

It is the future praise of a delivered and restored people, the 
praise which the prophet Isaiah so beautifully gives in the twelfth 
chapter of his prophecy. It will be the wholehearted praise of 
a forgiven and spirit filled people. Their King is upon the throne 
and He has manifested His wondrous works, both in mercy and 
in judgment, for in wrath mercy was remembered. All this is 
anticipative of the time when the Son of Man has come back 
and receives His inheritance, and when His earthly people will 
share it with Him. 

II. Millennial Deliverances and Glories. (Verses 3-6.) 
When mine enemies are turned back, 
They have stumbled and perished before Thee. 
Thou hast pleaded my right and my cause; 
Thou sitteth upon the throne of righteousness. 
Thou hast rebuked the nations, Thou hast destroyed the wicked; 

*We heartily recommend the "Psalms" in the Numerical Bible as giving 
valuable and suggestive information on this matter. 
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Thou hast blotted out their name for ever and ever. 
The desolations of the enemy are ended for ever; 
Thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished. 

The enemies of Israel are all conquered. Another Psalm relates 
the experiences of the past, which they had with the nations as 
their enemies. Antisemitism started in Egypt. There a cruel 
king enslaved the chosen people, and would have exterminated 
the whole race so as to frustrate the purposes of God in redemption 
inseparably connected with that nation. Ever since that time 
nations have been Israel's enemies, and they will continue to 
hate them till the day of deliverance comes. During the time of 
their great tribulation the nations will rise up against them and 
under the leadership of the beast try to blot out their existence 
once more. Then He will arise and fight against those nations 
in that day (Zech. 14). This victory and deliverance is cele¬ 
brated in the above verses. 

III. The Established Kingdom. (Verses 7-12.) 

But Jehovah abideth for ever; 
He has established His judgment throne. 
He shall judge the world in righteousness, 
And minister judgment to the peoples in uprightness. 
And Jehovah shall be a refuge for the oppressed, 
A stronghold in times of distress. 
They that know Thy Name will trust in Thee, 
For Thou Jehovah, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee. 
Sing praises to the Jehovah, who dwelleth in Zion, 
Declare among the peoples His deeds: 
That He who searcheth out blood hath remembered them, 
He hath not forgotten the cry of the godly. 

The throne of righteousness is now seen established. Oppression 
has an end, for He judgeth in righteousness and ministers judg¬ 
ment from His throne to the peoples. The ninth and tenth 
verses have reference to the godly remnant who cleave to the 
Lord during the dark days of Jacob's final trouble. For them 
will He be a refuge in the time of trouble (see Psa. 46) and He 
will not forsake them who seek Him. This is true of God's people 
at all times and under similar circumstances of trouble and distress. 
We too flee to Him as our refuge and put our trust in Him. We 
behold Him in this Psalm dwelling in Zion, and His great and 
gracious doings are published among the nations. All that 
another prophet beheld will then come to pass. (Zech. 2:10-12). 

Then the godly martyrs will be remembered, those who died 
during the days of Antichristian persecution, for He searcheth 
put blood and remembers them. They are those who are seen 
in the sixth chapter of Revelation as the souls under the altar 
who cry out, "how long, 0 Lord, how long?" 
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IV. What Precedes These Coming Glories. (Verses 13-20.) 

Be merciful unto me, Jehovah, 
Behold my trouble from them that hate me, 
Thou lifter up from the gates of death! 
That I may declare all Thy glory in the gates of the daughter of Zion; 
That I may rejoice in Thy salvation. 
The nations have sunk into the pit that they made, 
In the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 
Jehovah is known in the judgment he executeth, 
The wicked is ensnared in the work of his hands. 

Higgaion. Selah. 
The wicked are turned into Sheol, 
And all the nations that forget God. 
For the needy shall not be forgotten for ever, 
Nor shall the expectation of the meek perish. 
Arise Jehovah! Let not man triumph; 
Let the nations from Thee receive judgment. 
Put them in fear, Jehovah! 
That the nations may know themselves as frail men. 

In the closing verses we have another prophetic picture, similar 
to what we saw in Psalms 3-7, of the deep trials through which 
the godly in Israel will have to pass before the day of blessing and 
glory comes. 

Their pleading is heard once more, as in so many of the other 
Psalms, and here we also find assurance that He in whom they 
trust will arise and deliver them for His Name's sake. Even 
so it will be in God's appointed time. But what comfort the 
godly remnant will draw from a Psalm like this when the actual 
time of great tribulation has come! They can read the first 
twelve verses and know what the outcome will be when the Lord 
takes His throne of righteousness, and in the midst of all their 
tribulation their faith can look forward to that happy day. And 
it is so with us. We too know the end of the way, the way of 
our trials and testings; it will be that perfect day when we shall 
see Him as He is. 

THE TENTH PSALM 

As we mentioned in our exposition of the previous Psalm, the 
tenth Psalm is closely connected with the ninth. The alpha¬ 
betical structure in the Hebrew shows this. We hear once more 
the complaining, crying voice of the godly in Israel living in the 
very last days of the age, when the great tribulation rages in 
Israel's land. We shall comment on it in a general way. 

The suffering described in Verses 1-11 is the suffering these 
godly Israelites will undergo from the side of the wicked one. He 
is a person. It is the final, personal Antichrist, the false Messiah, 
the beast which has two horns like a lamb, but is indwelt by the 
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dragon, Satan (Rev. 13:11-18). The Apostle Paul calls him by 
the same name in 2 Thessalonians 2:8. Very significantly this 
wicked one, the man of sin and the son of perdition is called in 
our Psalm, "the man of the earth" (verse 18). He is the climax 
of the God defiance and God opposition in those coming days of 
affliction and sorrow. He heads up Jewish and Gentile apostasy 
and he will flourish till "the Lord from heaven" whom he imitates 
and opposes, appears, to destroy him with the brightness of His 
coming, and consume him with the spirit of His mouth. The 
number of his name is the mystical number "six hundred and 
sixty-six," because the number "six" is the number of man 
(falling short of "seven" the divine number). As "the man of 
the earth" the final great enemy of God, Satan's masterpiece, 
he heads up all human defiance and opposition. Daniel in 
Chapter 11:36-39 gives us another description of the same person. 

In the tenth Psalm we have a picture of his moral character. 
We read of his boasting spirit and of his coveteousness (verse 3). 
Then we learn that like his master, whom he serves, he is filled 
with pride. He is an outspoken atheist. The fourth verse cor¬ 
rectly translated,reads: "The wicked, with pride of countenance, 
will not seek God; all his thoughts are, there is no God." He is 
the same whom the Apostle John describes, as denying the Father 
and the Son. The present-day modernism is one of the way-
preparers for this coming one. His ways are described next. 
They are, like his character, crooked and vicious. His boasting 
and arrogance is great. He believes himself safe inasmuch as he 
puffeth at all his enemies and declares, "I shall not be moved" 
(verses 5-6). He thinks his power is not permanently established 
and he persecutes those who still maintain faith in God. Inas¬ 
much as the true Church is no longer on earth during the time he 
flourishes, his hatred is aimed against the waiting, praying remnant 
and against those of Gentile nations who believe the last message 
given, the preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom among all 
nations (Matt. 24:14). 

In verses 7-11 additional characteristics are given of the wicked 
one. The seventh verse is quoted by Paul in Romans 3:14. "The 
quotation which is made by the Apostle from this passage in his 
support of his special conviction of the Jew as under the law, 
coupling withal as he does both Jew and Gentile in the same 
category, conveys a practical lesson of high value. Our minds are 
often in danger, while considering objectively the great phe¬ 
nomena of human wickedness, which are revealed in Scripture, 
of forgetting that what is presented to our contemplation when 
the Holy Spirit marks out the moral lineaments of Christ's chief 
adversary among men, is but the ripe development of what is in 
the human heart of every one of us. It is fallen and corrupt 
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nature, matured to full grown wickedness under the allowed 
fostering of the devil, that produces "the man of sin."* 

In verses 12-15 we have the record of the heart-cry of the 
remnant of the godly in Israel. Antichrist's persecution has 
reached its long predicted height. He opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped; so 
that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that 
he is God (2 Thess. 2:4). Then they call up God to arise. "Thou 
shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favor her, 
the set time is come" (Psa. 102:13). The godly know that God 
will not leave the humble and that He sees and knows. And 
therefore they pray, knowing that the Lord has promised deliver¬ 
ance from the oppressor and wicked one: "Thou hast seen; for 
Thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite with Thy hand. 
The poor committeth himself unto thee; Thou art the helper of 
the fatherless. Break Thou the arm of the wicked and the evil 
man; seek out his wickedness till Thou find none." 

The three verses with which this Psalm closes give the gracious 
answer of the Lord to their cry of anguish. That answer comes 
when the Lord returns in visible glory to claim His throne and 
to receive His kingdom. We therefore read that He is King and 
that the naticns are perished out of His land. The latter are the 
nations which invaded the land and laid siege to Jerusalem 
(Zech. 14). Then at His wrath the earth trembles and the nations, 
His enemies, shall not be able to abide His indignation (Jer. 10:10). 
He has heard the desire of the humble and the oppression of the 
man of the earth has ceased for ever. Man's day is ended and the 
day of the Lord has begun. 

THE ELEVENTH PSALM 

This brief Psalm is a Psalm of David, but we do not know under 
what circumstances it was written by him. But there can be 
no doubt that he composed it during the time of persecution. 
"The singer is in danger of his life; and timorous and faint-hearted 
counsellors would fain persuade him to seek safety in flight. But, 
full of unshaken faith in God, he rejects their counsel, believing 
that Jehovah the righteous King, though He tries His servants, 
does not forsake them. Not the righteous, but the wicked have 
need to fear. The Psalm is so short and so general in its character, 
that it is not easy to say to what circumstances in David's life 
it should be referred. The choice seems, however, to lie between 
his -persecution by Saul and the rebellion of his son Absalom. 
Delitzsch decides for the last, and thinks the counsel (verse 1) 

*Pridham on the Psalms. 
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'flee to your mountain" comes from the mouth of friends who were 
anxious to persuade the king to betake himself, as he had before 
done when hunted by Saul, to 'the rocks of the wild goats.' It 
is in favor, to some extent, of this view that the expression in 
verse 3 'when the foundations are destroyed' points to a time when 
lawful authority was subverted."* 

In Jehovah have I found my refuge; 
Why say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain? (Verse I.) 

The re?uge of the believer at all times is the Lord. Here is 
the calmness of faith. Jehovah is enough; He can keep and shield 
His persecuted saint and there is no need to flee like a frightened 
bird to some mountain to hide there. This seems to be the 
suggestion of unbelief and of the enemy. It reminds us of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was the trusting One on the earth. In 
His humiliation He made the Lord His refuge and the most High 
His habitation (Psa. 91:9). Satan ever tried to divert Him from 
that path and always failed in it. The Pharisees attempted it 
once by suggesting that He should withdraw. They said to Him, 
"Get Thee out and depart hence; for Herod will kill Thee." And 
He said unto them, "Go and tell that fox, Behold I cast out 
demons and do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I 
shall be perfected" (Luke 13-31, 32). In suggesting this they tried 
to spoil Him of His perfect trust in His Father. But the perfect 
One knew Satan's attempt; He knew that all rested in His Father's 
hands. And so all the godly know Jehovah as their refuge and 
flee to Him. It will be so with the godly remnant of the future 
when the elements of wickedness rage about them during the 
great tribulation. 

For lo! the wicked bend the bow, 
They have aimed their arrow upon the string, 
To shoot in the dark at the upright in heart. 
When the foundations are destroyed, 
What can the righteous do? (Verses 2 and 3.) 

These words should be linked with the suggestion "Flee as a 
bird to your mountain." The enemy is ready for action. He 
has not only his bow bent, but the arrow is fixed upon the string; 
he takes aim at the upright in heart, to shoot at him. Such is the 
work of him who is the instigator of all opposition and persecution 
of the godly. But the godly have faith as a shield to protect 
them from the arrows of darkness. Thus we are exhorted in the 
New Testament: "Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked" 
(Ephes. 6:16). As the age closes in which we live, the powers of 

*Perowne. 
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darkness rise up to crush the righteous as well as the truth upon 
which everything rests, the foundations of righteousness. The 
end of the age brings an evil day (Ephes. 6:13), the perilous 
times (£ Tim. 3:1) and the future days in store for the godly rem¬ 
nant of Israel, will be days of greatest trial and persecution. 
The enemy will then, even as he tries now, destroy the foundations. 
The word foundations in the Hebrew is "pillars". Upon pillars 
the whole house rests. When the pillars of the house are destroyed 
the whole house collapses, like Samson's act when he took hold 
of the two pillars and thus destroyed the whole structure and the 
many human beings who were there. The pillars or foundations 
are the truths of God which God has given in His Holy Word by 
revelation. 

Many years ago when the first mutterings of the storm were 
heard, which sweeps now like a hurricane with increasing force 
through Christendom, the storm of Bible Criticism and Modern¬ 
ism, a Christian scholar wrote: "Are not foundations shaken in 
days like ours? The old doctrines are questioned, the established 
reputations of ages are looked into and reversed, the old order 
and customs give place to new. What should Christians do when 
so much on which they confidently leant gives way under them? 
Were the saints really right? men ask. Are their lives mistaken, 
their exposition of Scripture all wrong, their sense of prayer being 
heard, a delusion? Lord, when such difficulties arise keep me in 
ways of devotion and patience, thus only shall I remain safe."* 

Yet the writer of these lines saw but the beginning of what we 
witness in our times. Still another expositor made deeper 
spiritual comment on the third verse of this Psalm. 

"The progress of evil is a fearful spectacle, when watched with 
sober minded earnestness in the light of Divine truth. A Christian 
at the present day may feel, and, indeed, cannot but feel, if truly 
alive to the calling of the Church on the one hand, and its existing 
condition in the world on the other, that the foundations are 
indeed removed. What once stood conspicuous in its diversified 
unity, as the pillar and ground of truth, has long ceased to exist 
in that character. Divine mercy has, indeed, gleamed brightly 
among the fragments of the ruined building. The members of 
Christ's body, though maimed and scattered, have not ceased to 
live. Nor will they cease; because He lives, they too shall live. 
Eternal life is theirs in Him. They cannot die, though they may 
languish here in low and feeble plight; for they are preserved in 
Christ, and kept, until the hour come when they shall be mani¬ 
fested in the glorious fulness of that one body which will display 
the stature of the perfect Man, when the Lord shall be glorified 

'Canon Liddon. 
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in His saints, and marvelled at in all who now believe" (2 Thess. 
1:10).* "When the foundations are destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?" This is the burning question of our day. The 
answer is, separation from all which attacks and tries to destroy 
the pillars of divine truth. 

Jehovah is in His holy Temple; 
Jehovah—His throne is in heaven: 
His eyes behold. His eyelids try the children of men. 

(Verse 4.) 
And now faith looks from earth to heaven. Faith knows the 

throne of God is there. Jehovah is in His holy temple, not on 
earth, but in His Temple above. When the godly remnant of 
Israel passes through the great tribulation there will be a temple 
in Jerusalem; but not Jehovah thrones there, but the man of 
sin, the son of perdition (2 Thess. 2). It will be at that time that 
the godly remember that the Lord is in another temple up on 
high and that He beholds all that is going on in the earth. As 
we learn from another Psalm they even know who is the One 
there, and that He will appear as their deliverer. In Psalm 80:17 
we read that this godly remnant will then pray, "Let Thy hand 
be upon the Man of Thy right hand, upon the Son of Man whom 
Thou madest strong for Thyself." The Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Son of Man at the right hand of God. What a comfort it will 
be for those suffering ones in the ending days of the great tribu¬ 
lation! What a comfort for us to know He is there in our behalf 
and beholds all our trials! 

Jehovah trieth the righteous; 
But the wicked and him that loveth violence. His soul abhorreth. 
He will rain upon the wicked snares, 
Fire and brimstone and a burning wind, as the portion of their cup, 
For righteous is Jehovah, He loveth righteousness. 
The upright shall behold His face. (Verses 4-7.) 

The closing verses of this interesting Psalm leads us up to the 
end of the age, when the Son of Man at the right hand of God is 
manifested to take vengeance upon the wicked and deliver His 
godly ones, who are waiting for Him. He will then demonstrate 
in His visible and glorious return, that He is the righteous Lord 
who abhorreth the wicked. Judgment will fall upon them. The 
words as to their retribution, the portion of their cup, the rain of 
fire and brimstone and the burning wind, the snares from above, 
when the ungodly do not expect a swift judgment, remind us of 
the judgment which came upon Sodom and Gomorrah. From 
Luke 17:28-30, 32 we learn that our Lord refers to this great 
judgment of the past in connection with His own coming. But 

*Pridham. 
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the upright shall behold His face. He comes for their salvation. 
They shall see the King in His beauty. 

THE TWELFTH PSALM 

This Psalm puts before us prophetically, like the preceding ones, 
the days of tribulation in store for Israel's godly remnant. In 
the opening verses we find a description of the apostasy prevailing 
in those days. We read of the lying and flattering words of man, 
the proud boasts of the wicked (verses 1-4); the- remaining verses 
show how the Lord will arise, and, according to His Word, deliver 
those who wait for Him and who suffer under the ungodly con¬ 
ditions of the last days. There is first the complaint from the 
side of the godly and then the answer to that complaint. The 
Psalm may be divided in the following way: 

I. (1) The cry for help: because (a) the godly and faithful 
are not to be found among the children of men (verse 1), and 
because (b) lies, flattery, and insincerity prevail (verse 2). 

(2) The prayer that flatterers and liars may be destroyed 
(verses 3, 4). 

II. (3) God's promise of help in answer to the cry of the 
godly (verses 5, 6). 

(4) The assurance and hope built upon His pure words (verses 
7, 8). 

Save, Jehovah! for the godly man hath ceased, 
For the faithful are gone from among the children of men. 
They speak falsehood, everyone with his neighbor; 
With flattering lips, with a double heart do they speak. 
Jehovah shall cut off all flattering lips, 
And the tongue that speaketh great things. 
Who have said: With our tongues we are strong, 
Our lips are our own: Who is lord over us? 

In these verses of this Psalm we have a brief and interesting 
description of .the final days of the present age, the days of 
apostasy and deliberate departure from God. Of these the Scrip¬ 
tures bear witness elsewhere. Micah spoke of those coming days 
(7:1-4) and our Lord quotes from his prophecy when He speaks 
of the future in store for His disciples. (See Matt. 10:35 and 
Micah 7:6). In the New Testament we have also the testimony 
of the Holy Spirit of what takes place in the end of the age. We 
have the testimony of Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2; 1 Timothy 
4:1-2; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:1-4. The Apostle Peter bears the 
same testimony in 2 Peter 2 and Jude witnesses the same truth, 
while John in his first epistle sounds a warning about the anti¬ 
christ to come. We are living in the days when this predicted 
apostasy has begun. It has the character prophetically described 
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in this Psalm. And still the godly are on the earth. It cannot 
yet be said, "the godly man hath ceased—the faithful are gone 
from among the children of men." Though declension is seen on 
all sides, departure from the faith and moral corruption increase, 
yet the godly and faithful are still here. The salt is not yet taken 
away. The true Church still worships on earth. But the day 
will come when the Lord, according to His gracious promise, will 
take His Church home to the Father's house. Then the faithful 
are gone from among the children of men and the complete 
apostasy will result. 

But we must not forget that there is not only an apostasy of 
Christendom, but also a Jewish apostasy. The latter is as evident 
today as the former. The great mass of Jews abandon the faith 
of their fathers and have no use for the Messianic hope. Zionism 
is not a movement which expects its realization of possession of 
the land through God's faithfulness and the coming of the 
promised Messiah, but it is the very opposite. Yet in due time 
God will raise up among the mass of Jewish unbelievers a godly 
remnant, who turn to the Lord in the last days. It is their plea 
which we hear in the first verse of this Psalm. As we have before 
pointed out we find in the Psalms their sufferings and prayers for 
deliverance prophetically recorded. Other Scriptures reveal the 
same, for instance the fifty-ninth chapter of Isaiah. We hear in 
that chapter a similar complaint of the godly in Israel as in our 
Psalm. "Judgment is turned away backward, and justice 
standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street and equity 
cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from 
evil maketh himself a prey; and the Lord saw it, and it displeased 
Him that there was no judgment" (Isa. 59:14, 15). Then we 
read what will happen in that day when the faithful have gone 
from among men and truth has fallen in the street. "He put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon 
His head; and He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 
and was clad with zeal as a cloke" (verse 17). The end of this 
chapter in Isaiah, as well as those which follow, show the blessings 
which will come to this remnant of Israel and to the nations of the 
earth when He answers their cry and appears in glory. 

Returning to the Psalm before us we find in verses 2-4 a picture 
of the awful condition of those who have turned away from God. 
We read of falsehoods, flattering, or smooth lips; of a tongue which 
boasts in speaking of great things; of a double heart and finally the 
crowning cry of God-defiance, the evidence that hearts and lips 
have broken with divine authority, "who is lord over us?" Much 
of this we see today, but what will it be when the restraining 
influences of the Holy Spirit are no more, and men and women 
will sink deeper and deeper into the moral corruption of their 
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fallen nature, denying their creator and Him who bought them! 
This is much in evidence today, among those who abandon sound 
doctrine and who turn to fables. They speak smooth things, 
boast of great things, or as Jude expresses it, "their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words" (verse 16). They say "with our 
tongues we are strong, our lips are our own," the manifestation 
of their self interest and self love. They turn away from the 
Lord, from His love and care, and therefore they say, -"who is 
lord over us?" But these conditions will not continue for ever. 
The Lord will arise, and according to His faithful promises, will 
deal in judgment with these apostates. Of this the second half 
of this Psalm speaks. 

Because of the oppression of the afflicted. 
Because of the sighing of the needy, 
Now will I arise, saith Jehovah, 
I will set him in safety, at whom they puff.* 
The words of Jehovah are pure words. 
Silver tried in a furnace in the earth, seven times purified. 
Thou, Jehovah, wilt keep them, 
Thou shalt preserve us from this generation for ever. 
The wicked walk on every side. 
When vileness is exalted among the children of men. 

Here we have the answer of the Lord to the cry of the godly of 
the last days. As we find so often stated in the prophetic Word, 
the time comes when the Lord arises, executes judgment, delivers 
the oppressed and needy and has mercy upon Zion. It will be 
through His visible and glorious appearing. We shall hear much 
more of this great coming event as we continue in the study of the 
different Psalms; they unfold a wonderful prophetic picture of 
that fast approaching day. The last chapter of Isaiah contains 
an interesting passage, which throws light upon this assurance 
of this Psalm that the Lord will arise "because of the sighing of 
the needy." The first verses of this chapter evidently describe 
the restoration of a temple worship in Jerusalem during the end 
of the age. Then in the fifth verse the godly waiting and suffering 
remnant of Israel is addressed. "Hear the Word of the Lord, ye 
that tremble at His Word; your brethren that hated you, that 
cast you out for my Name's sake (the Jewish apostates) said, Let 
the Lord be glorified (in mockery): but He shall appear to your 
joy, and they shall be ashamed." And when this interference 
comes from above, when the coming Lord delivers His waiting 
ones, and sets them in safety, it will be in fulfillment of His own 
promises pledged in His Word. His words are pure. He will 

T h i s sentence has also been translated, "Whoso longs for me will I place 
out of danger," or "I will set him in safety for which be longeth." 
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keep every promise, and He will keep His people and will preserve 
the redeemed remnant of Israel from that generation and for ever. 

In the concluding verse the moral desolation produced by the 
supremacy of avowed wickedness is strongly expressed. It has 
been said, "The last verse is no doubt perplexing; this return to 
gloom and doubt is, I believe, without parallel at the conclusion 
of a Psalm."f The following comment by Bishop Home seems 
to meet the difficulty. "While the godly repose, as they ought 
to do, in an unlimited confidence in God's promises, they have, in 
the mean time, but too much reason to mourn the prevalence of 
wickedness, stalking, like its author, to and fro and up and down 
the earth, uncontrolled by those who bear the sword, but who 
either blunt its edge, or turn it the wrong way. Such is often the 
state of things here below; and a reflection made upon the subject 
by our Lord, when His enemies drew near to apprehend Him, may 
satisfy us how it comes to be so; 'It is your hour, and the power 
of darkness.' But that hour will quickly pass with us, as with 
Him, and the power of darkness will be overthrown." The 
verse gives a description of the conditions on earth while Satan 
is the prince and the god of this age. But all will change when 
He appears and dethrones him. 

THE THIRTEENTH PSALM 

In this psalm we are led still deeper into the suffering of the 
godly remnant of His earthly people in the coming days of their 
great tribulation. We believe that David first of all expressed 
in this brief Psalm the exercise of his own soul, when he was in 
deep affliction, chased about as a hunted partridge (1 Sam. 26:20). 
How often he must have cried out in his distress "How long, 0 
Jehovah!", when he sought refuge among the Moabites, in the 
wilderness of Ziph, as an outlaw in the cave of Adullam, or when 
he was among the Philistines. And after David, countless thous¬ 
ands of persecuted and suffering saints have passed through the 
same soul agony, and still the same groans are ascending to 
heaven. But, as we stated above, like all these Psalms, this one 
also takes us into the future, when the godly among the Jews, 
restored to their own land, are beset by their enemies, are suffering 
all kinds of persecutions, and are waiting for the deliverance which 
is promised to them in the visible manifestation of the Lord from 
heaven. The Psalm has only six verses and these must be divided 
into three parts, each containing two verses. 

V~"~ There are first two verses containing the cry of anguish to 
^Jehovah; this is followed by prayer; the soul is calmed, knowing 

fPerowne. 
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( tha t Jehovah considers and will answer (3-4). The last two 
1 verses contain a note of triumph; the assurance of hope and future 

song are briefly given; the victory is won; the Lord has answered 
<-lhe despairing cry. The deep sighing leads to prayer and prayer 

brings assurance of future joy in His salvation and as a result 
the songs of praise. Or as Professor Franz Delitzsch says: "A 
long deep sigh is followed, as from a relieved breast, by an already 
much more gentle and half calm prayer; and this again by the 
believing joy which anticipates the certainty of being answered. 
This song as it were, casts up constantly lessening waves, until it 
becomes still as the sea when smooth as a mirror, and the only 
motion discernible at last is that of the joyous ripple of calm 
repose." 

How long wilt Thou forget me, O Jehovah? For ever? 
How long wilt Thou hide Thy face from me? 
How long must I take counsel in my soul 
With sorrow in my heart by day? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? (Verses 1-2.) 

The thought uppermost in this sigh and outburst is that Jehovah 
has forgotten. But at the same time there is a note of hope. Will 
He forget for ever? If His face is hidden, how long will He hide 
His face? Luther said on the opening verses of this Psalm "hope 
itself despairs and despair nevertheless begins to hope." A true 
Christian believer will not and cannot entertain the thought that 
God has forgotten. A believer knows that he is accepted in the 
Beloved One. Christ died for our sins; He was forsaken as our 
substitute, so that we might not be forsaken. God hid His face 
from Him, when He made Him, who knew no sin, sin for us, 
so that we might enjoy the loving countenance of the God of love, 
as our Father. The true believer in the right spiritual condition, 
though he passes through deep waters of suffering and trials, 
never needs to utter such words of despair, as if the Lord has 
forgotten. But many Christians do not possess in their actual 
experience the assurances and the joys which belong to them in 
Christ. Many get into spiritual darkness, lose the joy of salvation 
and often get into the same condition of soul as expressed in the 
opening strophes of this Psalm. And why? On account of acts 
of disobedience, a defiled conscience, because of some allowed 
evil and unconfessed sin, as well as the lack of self-judgment. 
Then in broken fellowship such an one may think that the Lord 
has forgotten. For such, the only way is to return to the Lord, 
in whom true rest and peace is; to confess sins and put the evil 
away, for God is light. 

But the remnant of Israel during the great tribulation is not in 
possession of this full Christian knowledge. Their hope is the 
promises given to their nation; it is an earthly hope and an earthly 
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salvation for which they are sighing and waiting. When the 
heavens are silent to their cry, when trouble upon trouble passes 
over them, they are overtaken by a sense of desertion, mingled 
with a believing expression of trust and hope in the faithfulness of 
Jehovah, the covenant keeping God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
It is their experience which is prophetically told out in these few 
words with which this psalm begins. And they take counsel in 
the soul, rilled with cares and fears. There is perplexity of soul, 
not knowing which way to turn. During the night, perhaps 
sleepless, the soul plans and takes counsel; when day breaks 
there is still sorrow in the heart while all about there is a self-
exalting enemy. That similar conditions often come into the 
experience of a Christian is known to all believers. The only 
remedy is to flee to Him; to call upon His name; to seek His 
face and to pour out the heart in prayer in His presence. 

Look, answer me, Jehovah my God, 
Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep in death; 
That mine enemy may not say, I have prevailed against him, 
That mine adversaries may not rejoice, that I am moved! 

(Verses 3-4.) 
Faith begins to revive and now lays hold on God. Look! He 

is the Lord who sees, who hears, and who knows. In Isaiah 63:15 
the same appeal is made. "Look down from heaven, and behold 
from the habitation of Thy holiness and Thy glory; where is 
Thy zeal and Thy strength, the soundness of Thy bowels and of 
Thy mercies towards me? are they restrained?" Then comes 
the request for His answer, "Answer me." The realization has 
come that not "taking counsel," making schemes, cares and fears, 
are the resources of those whom God owns as His people, but He 
Himself is the only help. And the plea is "lighten mine eyes, lest 
I sleep in death." To lighten the eyes that are dimmed with 
sorrow is equivalent to impart new life (Ezra. 9:8), which is 
reflected in the fresh clear brightness of the eye (1 Sam. 14:27, 29). 
The lightening light is the light of love beaming from the divine 
countenance (see Psa. 31:16). Light, love, and life are always 
closely connected in Scripture. He upon whom God looks in 
love, continues in life, new powers are imparted unto him. It is 
therefore not their lot to sleep the sleep of death. They look 
forward to life. All His gracious promises given to His people 
will be accomplished. The enemy will be completely defeated, so 
that he cannot boast "I have prevailed against him." 

But as for me—in Thy mercy have I trusted; 
My heart shall rejoice in Thy salvation; 
I will sing unto Jehovah, because He hath dealt bountifully with me. 

We have in this psalm five stanzas of lament; four stanzas of 
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prayer and now three of believing and joyful anticipation of 
prayer answered and deliverance consummated. The psalui 
which begins; with a sigh ends with a song. Even so all the sighs 
of His trusting people will ere long be changed into song.s. 
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy coraeth in the morning." 
The faithful remnant suffers during the night of tribulation, but 
will receive deliverance when the Sun of righteousness rises arid 
ushers in the morning without clouds, when the day dawns and 
the shadows flee away. Salvation has come; not a salvation 
such as we know, but an earthly salvation. They enter the long-
promised kingdom with a song, the song which Isaiah so beauti¬ 
fully gives (Chapter 12). Their prayers are answered and the 
Lord now deals bountifully with them. Then they will know 
the truth of His word to them: "For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with ever¬ 
lasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, thv 
Redeemer" (Isa. 54:7-8). 

THE FOURTEENTH PSALM 

This Psalm must be linked with the Twelfth Psalm. The cor¬ 
ruption and wickedness of the last days, the end of the age, so 
vividly described in that Psalm, is here continued. The Thir¬ 
teenth Psalm, as we showed in our exposition, contained the soul 
struggle and agony of the godly. This is now over. Prayer, as 
we learned from that Psalm, changed it all. The calmness of 
faith prevailed and looks forward in joyful anticipation to the 
promised coming deliverance. "The distress is over; it does not 
revive. Is it not always true that, of what is thoroughly gone 
through with God, the result abides; true victories are permanent 
ones? and good reason, for the victory is really found in the judg¬ 
ment and elimination of that confidence in false trusts, which 
leaves us instead with God our confidence, with a strength that 
the hour of need but justifies and manifests. Faith, faith, faith, 
that is the lesson of lessons; that is the effectual worker in every 
part of the Christian life and walk. The soul can now, in peace 
as to itself, contemplate its surroundings; the enemy, once so 
formidable, becomes now as weak and foolish as once he seemed 
strong and prosperous."* 

The Psalm, like the two preceding ones and the one which 
follows, has for an inscription "to the chief musician." We do 
not know positively under what circumstances David wrote this 
Psalm. It may have been during the revolt of Absalom. It is 

*Numerical Bible. 
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well known to all readers of the Psalms that the Fifty-third 
Psalm is a duplicate of the Fourteenth. But there is a difference. 
\Yhile in the Fourteenth Psalm the name Jehovah is used four 
times, in the Fifty-third Psalm the name of Jehovah is not men¬ 
tioned once; it is Elohim throughout that Psalm. Bishop Home 
divides this Psalm into three parts, as follows: the corruption of 
the world (verses 1-3); its enmity against the people of God 
(verses 4-6); the longing and prayer for salvation (verse 7). A 
better way is to take each verse separately. 

The fool hath said in his heart; There is no God. 
Corrupt, abominable are they in their deeds; 
There is none that doeth good. (Verse 1.) 

The Hebrew has different words for the description of the 
unwise. These words correspond to the English words: simple, 
silly, simpleton, fool and madman. The word used here is the 
word, " Nabal." There was one man in Israel's history who bore 
this name, Nabal, the husband of Abigail. 1 Samuel 25 gives a 
true picture of the fool who saith in his heart, there is no God. 
The same word is used in Isaiah 22:6, translated in the authorized 
version by "vile person." "For the fool (Nabal) will speak 
foolishness, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, 
and to say foolish things against Jehovah, to leave the soul of the 
hungry, empty, and to refuse drink to the thirsty." Such is the 
fool mentioned in the opening stanza of this Psalm. To this class 
belongs the popular destructive critic and his present day off¬ 
spring, the modernist. He speaks foolish things against Jehovah, 
the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. He rejects the great 
foundation facts of His redemption work, His Virgin-birth, His 
atoning death, and physical resurrection. With his denial of the 
Son he is forced to deny the Father also; he is controlled by the 
spirit of Anti-christ (1 John 2:22-23). And Modernism leaves 
"the soul of the hungry, empty" and refuses "drink to the thirsty." 

The denial that there is a personal God has rightly been called 
"the climax of imbecility," for such it is. It is more than that. 
It is a lie against the consciousness of the human soul. The 
Atheist, denying the existence of a personal God exhibits the 
depth of human depravity. And the root of this madness is the 
human heart; the seat of infidel folly is there. The first chapter 
in Romans gives the true process of evolution. Turning away 
from God "their foolish heart was darkened," followed by heathen 
darkness and moral corruption. As it is well known that the 
words "there is none that doeth good" are also quoted in Romans, 
the third chapter. While this is true in a general sense, there is 
coming with the close of the age a revival of atheism, a full display 
°f what the human heart is. The apostasy will culminate in the 
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denial of a personal God and in the manifestation of the master¬ 
piece of the liar from the beginning, the personal man of sin, or 
Anti-christ, "who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God or that is worshipped" (2 Thess. 2:4). Corruption 
and abomination of the worst type will then follow, as the Scrip¬ 
tures point out in different places. 

Jehovah looketh down from heaven upon the children of men. 
To see if there be any that hath understanding, 
That seeketh after God. (Verse 2.) 

Jehovah with His searching eye is here pictured as bending for¬ 
ward from His habitation in the third heaven to see if among the 
children of men there are those that have understanding and who 
seek after Him. It reminds us of Genesis 6:12. According to 
the infallible testimony of our Lord, as it was in the days of Noah, 
so shall it be when the Son of Man cometh, that is, in His second 
coming. 

They are all turned away, 
They have together become corrupt: 
There is none that doeth good, not even one. (Verses 3.) 

What a solemn witness this is, coming from the Lord Himself, 
who is the searcher of hearts! Paul quotes this, as already stated, 
in the third chapter in the Epistle to the Romans. It is used 
there for Jew and Gentile, those who have the law and those who 
are without the law, to show the condemnation of the whole 
world. Luther in commenting on this verse of the Psalm says: 
"See, how many words he uses that he may comprehend all, 
excluding none. First He says all; then together, and finally 
no, not even one." One of the most dangerous teachings of the 
modern infidelity is the denial of these statements as to the 
condition of the race. Original sin does not exist with the 
apostates. There is no such thing as a totally corrupt human 
nature; nor is it true what the Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
"that which is born of the flesh is flesh." According to the 
modernistic teaching there is something good in everybody. 
They deny that there is none that doeth good, not even one; that 
there is none that is righteous and none that seeketh after God. 
The denial of man's lost condition carries with it the denial of the 
one great remedy which God has provided for man's redemption, 
the sacrificial death of His Son, our Lord. Yet it is true men 
seek after God and some understand, but that is the result of the 
grace of God. 

Have all the workers of iniquity no understanding? 
Eating up my people, as if they ate bread? 
They have not called on Jehovah. (Verse 1.) 
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The workers of iniquity are devoid of knowledge, besides 
denying God, they are also against God's people and would 
destroy them if they could. Here the ungodly, the unbelievers 
in Israel, who seek to destroy the faithful remnant, are addressed. 
These ungodly are under Satanic impulses, the oppressors and 
tormentors of the godly who call on Jehovah, while their enemies 
never call on Him. Similar words are addressed in the prophetic 
Word to these unbelievers and Jehovah announces their judgment. 
We quote Isaiah 3:13-15: "Jehovah standeth up to plead, and 
standeth to judge the people. Jehovah will enter into judgment 
with the ancients of His people and the princes thereof: for ye 
have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your 
houses. What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and 
grind the faces of the poor? saith Jehovah, God of hosts." 

The sentence, "eating up my people as if they ate bread" may 
also be rendered, "who eating my people, eat bread." The 
thought is that they persecute the godly as if it were a lawful 
thing. (See Micah 3:1-3.) 

Then were they in great fear, 
For God is with the generation of the righteous." (Verse 5.) 

Then, when? When Jehovah arises to answer the cry of His 
faithful trusting people. Judgment will demonstrate then that 
He is on the side of the righteous and therefore the righteous do 
not need to fear anything. Jehovah is the avenger of His people. 
Then His patience will end and His wrath begin. The terrors of 
judgment will lay hold on them when He appears in glorious 
majesty in behalf of His people. 

Ye would put to shame the counsel of the humble? 
But Jehovah is his refuge. (Verse 6.) 

All the attempts of the wicked enemy are now seen frustrated, 
for Jehovah is His people's refuge. The verse is addressed to the 
adversaries of the godly, whom they reproached and persecuted. 

Oh that the salvation of Irsael were come out of Zion! 
When Jehovah turneth the captivity of His people, 
Jacob shall rejoice, Israel shall be glad. (Verse 7.) 

The Psalm ends with a prophetic sigh. Salvation is promised 
to God's earthly people. This salvation includes restoration to 
their land, the establishment of the throne of David in their 
midst, the glories of the kingdom, besides the taking away of 
their sins, and the many other spiritual blessings. This salvation 
will come out of Zion, as it is written: "And the Redeemer shall 
come to Zion and unto them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lord. As for Me, this is My covenant with 
them, saith the Lord; My Spirit that is upon thee, and My 
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words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever" 
(Isa. 59:20-21). And this is quoted in the great New Testament 
chapter of Israel's hope, the eleventh chapter to the Romans. 

Then the time of rejoicing will come for the faithful remnant, 
which will constitute the nucleus of the kingdom into which all 
the nations of the earth will be gathered. This glorious time was 
announced also by Moses in the last strophe of his great prophetic 
song: "Rejoice, O ye nations, with His people: for He will 
avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance to 
His adversaries, and will be merciful unto His land, and to His 
people" (Deut. 32:43). 

THE FIFTEENTH PSALM 

The fifteenth Psalm marks the conclusion of a section of this 
interesting book. A retrospect may be in order. In the eighth 
Psalm we found a great Messianic prophecy, revealing our Lord 
as the second man, the last Adam, under whose feet everything 
will be put. The Psalm which follows celebrates, in believing 
anticipation, millennial deliverances and glories and concludes 
with the prayer for intervention so that the deliverance might 
come. Then follow Psalms in which we traced the trials of the 
godly in Israel in the coming days of Jacob's trouble, the great 
tribulation. We saw in prophetic vision their deep soul exercise, 
their longing cry for help, the moral conditions in the earth and 
the man of sin, the antichrist, who will domineer over them. 
The fourteenth Psalm ended with the prayer for salvation, that it 
might come out of Zion, when the Lord brings back the captivity 
of His people. 

The fifteenth Psalm gives a description of those who will be 
permitted to be in the presence of Jehovah, when He appears in 
glory. 

Jehovah, who shall sojourn in Thy tabernacle, 
Who shall dwell in Thy holy hill? 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness. 
And speaketh truth with his heart. 
That does not slander with his tongue, 
Who doeth not evil to his companions, 
Nor bringeth a reproach upon his neighbor; 
That is displeasing in his own eyes, to be despised— 
But he honoreth them that fear Jehovah; 
He swearth not to his own hurt—he changeth not. 
He putteth not out his money to usury, 
And taketh no bribe against the innocent— 
He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 
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The construction of this Psalm is very simple. In the first 
verse a question is asked and the four verses which follow contain 
the answer. The question mentions the tabernacle of the Lord 
and His holy hill. The holy hill is Mount Zion; the tabernacle is 
the place in which the Lord dwells and where He will reveal His 
visible glory. We see at once that it looks forward to the time 
when God will enthrone the King, the Son of Man, upon the hill 
of Zion, and when He will dwell in the midst of His earthly people 
Israel. (See Psa. 2:6; Isa. 2:2-5; 12:6; Zech. 2:10.) That these 
terms, "holy hill" and "tabernacle" have generally been grossly 
spiritualized or as someone called it "phantomized" is well known. 
This mode of "phantomizing" away the prophetic promises con¬ 
cerning the future has worked and still works much harm. "These 
words," remarks Dr. J. J. S. Perowne, "must not be explained 
away as mere figures of speech. Tabernacle does not mean merely 
'dwelling,' nor can we interpret the holy hill as merely equivalent 
to a safe and indestructible abode. It always means Zion, and 
nothing else." 

That the Psalm looks forward to the time when Christ has 
returned and is in the midst of His people may also be learned 
from the twenty-fourth Psalm. That Psalm describes the coming 
of the King of Glory and refers to His glorious coming. Another 
Scripture passage which throws light upon this Psalm is Isaiah 
33:13-17. 

Delitzsch and other Biblical scholars have connected this Psalm 
as well as the twenty-fourth with the removal of the Ark to Zion. 
We believe this is the correct historical background and 2 Samuel 
6:6-23 should be studied. 

Apart from this prophetic interpretation we can also make a 
spiritual application and see here the character of those who are 
fit to be in the presence of the Lord. But let it be understood 
that the character pictured in the answer to the question (verse 1) 
necessitates a new nature and the grace of God in the heart. 
The Unitarian, the Christian Scientist and others, who reject 
redemption by blood, and salvation by grace, often boast of their 
character, claiming that they measure up to these divine demands. 
The Modernist with his perverted teachings, his salvation by 
character, makes the same claim. Human nature may be polished 
up, educated and made very amiable, but God cannot accept such 
products of self-improvement, for it is written, "They that are in 
the flesh cannot please God." Behind all these efforts of the 
natural man to do right and live right lurks the same corrupt 
nature, and "that which is born of the flesh is flesh" still holds 
good. Those whom God can accept are they who have believed 
in His Son, who are washed in His blood and saved by Grace. 
Such alone are fitted to be in His presence; such manifest their 
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salvation in a moral way as described in this Psalm. The remnant 
of Israel, whose trials and pleadings we have followed, who are 
saved out of their distresses when the Lord comes, are therefore 
born again and as such enter the earthly kingdom and are fit to be 
with the Lord on his holy hill of Zion. 

The description of the character of the godly is first: what he is; 
and second: what he is not. The order of the first Psalm is 
reversed. In that Psalm we read first what the righteous is not 
and then what he is. Righteousness is the foundation of his 
character and therefore the godly walks uprightly. This is 
controlled by his inward nature, the new nature: he speaks truth 
with his heart, not merely with his mouth. That new heart does 
not plan deceit and falsehood, but truth. Truth dwells in his 
heart, and he speaks it there first before his lips utter a word. 

Then we read (verse 3) what he is not and does not. Truth in 
the heart creates love and therefore the godly loves his neighbor; 
does him no ill. He is not one who injures his neighbor by word: 
does not slander with his tongue; neither by deed: doeth no ill 
to his companions; and, who does not listen to slander nor permit 
reproach to come upon his neighbor. We can read in these two 
verses the two great commandments: love to God (expressed by 
walking before Him) and love to the neighbor. 

The fourth verse is interesting. The authorized version is 
faulty: "In whose eyes a vile person is condemned." It is 
another positive characteristic of the godly. It has been cor¬ 
rectly translated: "That is displeasing in his own eyes, to be 
despised." It might also be translated: "He that is little in his 
own eyes, despised." This would remind us of 1 Samuel 15:17. 
The character of the godly is lowliness. The writer of the Psalm, 
King David, possessed humility. Many times he humbled him¬ 
self in the presence of the Lord. If we connected this Psalm 
with the bringing of the ark to Zion we find that David gives a 
practical illustration. He degraded himself in the presence of the 
ark. And when Michal mocked him, on account of his action, he 
said, "And I will yet be more vile than this, and will be base in 
mine own sight" (2 Sam. 6:22). Humility, self-judgment, lowliness 
of mind, to be nothing in one's own eyes, these are pleasing to 
God." For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" 
(Isa. 57:15). 

But the godly being humble shows respect to others, "He 
hgnoureth them that fear Jehovah." Then if he vows to the 
Lord, and loses thereby, he does not go back or change it. The 
word,' 'swearing'' has here the meaning of a vow. (See Num. 80:2.) 
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In the last verse of this instructive Psalm the godly is described 
as an honest man who loves his neighbour and does not the things 
the natural man does. He putteth not out his money to usury 
(See Lev. 25:37; Exod. 22:25; Deut. 23:20; Ezek. 18:8). Nor 
does he take a bribe against the innocent. Finally the assurance 
is given that he that doeth these things shall never be moved. 

The Epistle of James might also be considered as a com¬ 
mentary to this Psalm and an expansion of it. As is well known, 
James demands a justification by works as the evidence of justi¬ 
fication by faith. The different verses of the fifteenth Psalm are 
all expanded in that Epistle. We read of truth in the heart; are 
warned against the sins of the tongue; are exhorted to be humble, 
to be nothing in our own eyes; to treat the poor and innocent 
with love and to manifest our love to the neighbour. 

One more thought comes before the writer in connection with 
the Psalm. We have in it a sample of how government during 
the millennium will be executed. The King will demand practical 
righteousness yielded by those who are the subjects of His kingdom. 
Disobedience to the governmental laws of the kingdom will result 
in speedy judgment. 

THE SIXTEENTH PSALM 

Michtam of David 

Preserve me, O God; 
For in Thee I trust. 
I have said to Jehovah, Thou art my Lord: 
My goodness extendeth not to Thee; 
For the Saints that are on the earth 
And the excellent in whom is all my delight. 
Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another; 
Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 
I will not take their names into my lips. 
Jehovah is mine assigned portion and my cup; 
Thou maintain est my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 
Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; 
Yea, in the night my reins instruct me. 
I have set Jehovah continually before me; 
Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart rejoiceth and my glory exalteth; 
My flesh, moreover, shall rest in safety. 
For Thou wilt not leave my soul in Sheol, 
Neither wilt Thou give Thy Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou wilt show me the path of life; 
In Thy presence the fullness of joys; 
At Thy right hand pleasures forever more. 

This is the first Michtam Psalm. The word "Michtam" is of uncertain origin. Other "Michtam" Psalms are Psalms 56-60. 
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Luther translated it "a golden jewel." Its Messianic meaning is 
fully established by the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the New 
Testament. On the day of Pentecost the Spirit of God used this 
Psalm in connection with the resurrection of our Lord (See 
Acts 2:25-31). 

The same application of this Psalm is made by the Apostle 
Paul in his addresr at Antioch (Acts 13:35-37). The Psalm, we 
believe, is also quoted in Hebrews 2:13. "And again I will put 
my trust in Him." 

The sixteenth Psalm is the third specific Messianic Psalm. In 
the second Psalm His Sonship is declared. In the eighth Psalm 
He is seen as Son of Man and in this Psalm we can trace His path 
as the Obedient One on earth, who walked in dependence on God, 
who trusted Him fully in life and death, the death of the cross. 
The assurance of resurrection is expressed by Him as well as the 
blessedness beyond resurrection in God's own presence, at His 
right hand. David wrote this Psalm as a Prophet (Acts 2:30), 
therefore he did not describe his own experience, but the perfect 
life of trust of Him, who came from his loins. We have then in 
this "golden jewel" the precious voice of our Lord in His deep 
humiliation. 

Preserve me, O God, 
For in Thee I trust. 

The first verse with which the Psalm opens gives a brief but deep 
description of the character of His entire walk on earth. The 
last verse of the second Psalm gives to those who bow before the 
Son the assurance of blessedness. "Blessed are they that put 
their trust in Him." But here we behold Him walking in depen¬ 
dence on God. The mighty Creator took on the creature's form, 
was formed in the fashion of man. The One on whom all depends 
came to live on earth as the dependent One. Of Him it is true, 
what we find written in the great Atonement Psalm, the twenty-
second. "I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my 
God from my mother's belly" (Psa. 22:9). The words with which 
this Psalm begins are the expression of utter dependence on God. 
In this life of faith He walked, in perfect obedience under God, 
and as Man He was tempted in all things as we are, apart from sin. 
He tasted of earth's sorrows and even learned obedience by the 
things He suffered. In this blessed way of obedience, trusting in 
God, making Him His refuge, He walked while on earth. He 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. "Thy 
will be done" is the full character of this blessed life lived on 
earth, a life of entire subjection and willing obedience to God. 

And we who are now through grace in virtue of His blessed 
work on the cross one with Him, who possess His life and His 



THE SIXTEENTH PSALM 73 

Spirit, are called to live and walk even as He walked. What 
food for meditation and reason for self-judgment there is for us in 
this fact. How great indeed are our failures as His people in 
falling short of this life of dependence on God, this faith life to 
which we are called and which God in His Grace has made possible. 

I have said to Jehovah, Thou art my Lord. 
My goodness extendeth not to Thee; 
For the saints that are on the earth 
And the excellent, in whom is all my delight. (Verses 3-4.) 

He who is Himself Jehovah, the self-existing One, took upon 
Himself the form of a servant. He speaks here to Jehovah, 
"Thou art my Lord." It is the servant character of our Lord and 
His devotion which is before us in the second and third verses. 
He came to render a perfect service. What does it mean: "My 
goodness extendeth not to Thee"? It is more than an expression 
of His humiliation, though it may be linked with His words to the 
young man in the Gospel, "Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is God." The full meaning rather is that 
His obedience, His life of trust, is not for Himself, to profit Him 
anything.* He did not think of Himself, but it was for the saints 
upon the earth, the excellent in whom is all His delight. He took 
the place of humiliation for the blessing of others. It is an 
expression of His great love towards those who were to be con¬ 
stituted "saints" and "the excellent." Here is the reason of His 
humiliation, why He became a servant and was obedient, even 
unto the death of the cross. It was to accomplish the great work 
by which sinners, His enemies by wicked works, were to be re¬ 
deemed and become Saints and excellent. This was the will of 
God He came to do. "By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." In the 
term "Saints" all redeemed ones are included. Some apply it 
exclusively to the Jewish Saints, but the Church Saints are also 
in view here. And how blessedly the result of His obedient work 
on the cross is anticipated. Those for whom He came, for whom 
He took the servant's place and gave Himself, are not viewed as 
sinners, but they are already called Saints. Even so "He hath 
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in Love" (Ephes. 
1:4). The term "Excellent" anticipates the glorification of the 
Saints of God. What joy for Him as He walked as the poor One, 
the dependent One and looked on toward the cross where He was 
to be the forsaken One, and saw the travail of His Soul—Saints 
and Excellent, by His own work of humiliation and obedience. 

*But it is likewise true that He received glory and honor for His service 
and devotion. Of this we read in Phil. 8:5-11. But He did not think of 
Himself. His thoughts were completely centered upon the objects of His love. 
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Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another. 
Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 
I will not take their names into my lips. (Verse 4.) 

The fourth verse speaks of those who reject Him, who hasten 
after another. It applies to unbelieving Israel. In rejecting 
Him they rejected Jehovah and hastened after another. And 
indeed "their sorrows have multiplied" since they rejected the 
servant of Jehovah and cried out "His blood be upon us and upon 
our children." But the worst multiplication of their sorrows is 
yet to come, when during the great tribulation, they will hasten 
after another, the Beast. Since they rejected Him the blood-
guiltiness rests upon them. Their offerings were mixed with 
blood, the blood of the righteous. "I will not take their names 
into my lips"; they as well as all who reject Him have no share 
and part in His blessed salvation and intercession. 

Jehovah is mine assigned portion and my cup; 
Thou maintainest my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 
Yes, I have a goodly heritage. (Verses 5-6.) 

And now we hear Him speak again. Though His own received 
Him not and cast Him out, Jehovah is His blessed portion and 
His cup. Jehovah was all His joy. Walking in a world of sin and 
sorrow, a perfect stranger down here, He rejoiced thus in Jehovah 
and with it there was perfect Peace. We quote from a most 
helpful comment on this verse found in the Numerical Bible: 

"My portion and my cup; what is the difference? My portion 
is what belongs to me—what is mine, whether or not I enjoy it. 
My cup is what I actually appropriate, or make my own. Eating 
and drinking are significant of actual participation and enjoy¬ 
ment. Many a person has in this world a portion which he 
cannot enjoy; and many a one has a portion which (through moral 
perversity it may be) he does not enjoy. With the Lord, indeed, 
His portion and His joy were one: Jehovah was the measure of 
both. He had nothing beside; He wanted nothing beside. These 
two things should be found, through Grace, in the Christian also. 
For after all it is true that God is the measure of our portion—we 
have no other. Oh, that it were equally true that He was the 
measure of our cup—of our enjoyment." 

"How strange and sorrowful that for us both should not be 
realized! How wonderful that we should seek elsewhere what 
cannot be found, while we leave unexplored the glories of our 
inheritance which is actually our own. We covet a wilderness, 
while we neglect a paradise." "My people have committed two 
evils," says the Lord Himself; "they have forsaken Me, the 
fountain of living water, and they have hewn out to themselves 
cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water" (Jer. 2:13). 
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How sadly true all this is. The Lord had His portion, and 
walking in dependence He enjoyed it. Through Grace we have 
His own portion and yet how little we do enjoy it all. We have 
in Him a wonderful possession and yet we do not possess our 
possessions. Blessed be God for His Grace which has made us 
one with Him, who walked here on earth, and walking in faith 
and dependence on Him, we can say, no matter what outward 
circumstances may be, "the lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 
places, yea, I have a goodly heritage." 

I bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; 
Yea, in the night my reins instruct me. 
I have set Jehovah continually before me; 
Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

(Verses 7, 8.) 
In these words we have another description of the way in 

which He walked on earth. The counsel of Jehovah was by His 
own Word, which was His daily food. In this He meditated 
day and night so that He knew perfectly what He said to the 
tempter in the wilderness, "Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 
On the Word He depended and by the guidance of the Word He 
lived. And the night is mentioned, in which His reins instructed. 
The nights He passed alone in the mountains and in the wilderness 
are here before us. It was in retirement with God, alone with 
Him, so prominently recorded in the Gospel of Mark (where He 
is seen as the obedient servant) where His holy soul passed through 
deep exercise. Then in subjection under God He sought and 
found guidance and instruction. He lived in the Word and in 
unbroken communion with God. And thus it could not be other¬ 
wise that in this perfect and yielded life, only one purpose had 
control. Jehovah He had continually set before Himself and 
therefore He knew "I shall not be moved." The outcome was a 
steady, a perfect walk. 

"And as He is our pattern, the One after whom we are to walk, 
to walk even as He walked, we find our lessons here. The life 
of the Christian must be lived in the Word. There is stored up 
the counsel and the guidance we need. Through the Word we 
are nourished. But reading the Word and meditation is not 
sufficient. We must obey the Word and like Himself "learn 
obedience," for obedience is God's law of spiritual advancement. 
The Word must govern all our actions. Why are we so weak, so 
joyless, so little advancing in the things of God? Because we 
neglect the counsel of Jehovah, His Word, and because we neglect 
to be alone with Him, to let Him speak to our souls, and because 
we follow so little the example of the leader and finisher of the 
faith. Apart from the Word and real and conscious communion 
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with the Lord a life of faith is an iinpossiblity. All the failures of 
God's people can be traced to this and Satan's power, and the 
world about us, through which the enemy exercises his power, 
tries to keep us from the source of our strength. The Christian 
life must have but one purpose. The Lord must be continually 
set before us. Such a life under Him and Himself the object, 
leads to blessing and happiness. "If we have the Lord set before 
us, we may go forward with the fullest and most assured confidence. 
And this is, in fact, found in such a course. What hinders faith 
like a double mind? What strengthens it like a single eye? How 
can we trust God for e selfish project? How doubt that He will 
fulfill His own mind? In the path of faith it is that we find faith 
for the path, and there alone."* 

Therefore my heart rejoiceth and my glory exalteth; 
My flesh, moreover, shall rest in safety. 
For Thou wilt not leave my soul in Sheol; 
Neither wilt Thou give Thy Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou wilt show me the path of life; 
In Thy presence the fulness of joys; 
At Thy right hand pleasures forever more. (Verses 9-11.) 

With this shout of triumph over death and the grave the "Golden 
Jewel" closes. Like a precious diamond these beautiful words 
flash forth the Glory of the obedient One, who walked on earth 
as a Servant and who went into the jaws of death. He was the 
Holy One, who knew no sin, and therefore in death He saw no 
corruption, because He is personally incorruptible. He could 
not be held by death. The wicked systems which at the present 
time deny the physical resurrection of our blessed Lord.f aim at 
His Glory and deny the faith. God raised Him from the dead, 
who had commended His Spirit into His hands, as His life had 
been lived in obedience. At His Father's command He gave as 
well as resumed His life. And knowing this He rejoiced. His 
soul could not be left in Sheol nor could His body see corruption. 
And thus through death and the grave, coming out of both as the 
mighty victor, He has found the path of life and entered bodily, 
the Man of Glory, into God's own presence, where there is fullness 
of joy. He is at His right hand where pleasures abound forever 
more. The path of life He Himself entered upon first of all, as 
the forerunner. And all His people who trust in Him follow 
Him through His death and resurrection into God's own presence. 
"Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 

*Numerical Bible. 
fRussellism is one of the most dangerous cults, for it firmly maintains that 

the body of our Lord was either dissolved in its natural gases (corruption) or 
disappeared in some other way. How true believers can uphold such a 
miserable lie seems almost inconceivable. 
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with Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up to¬ 
gether, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus; that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding 
riches of His grace in kindness toward us through Christ Jesus" 
(Ephes. 2:5-7). Blessed forever be God for the path of life He 
has opened in His ever blessed Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
path of life, a path of never ending glory. With that blessed 
goal in view "forever with the Lord," with Him, like Him, possess¬ 
ing, enjoying in all eternity His portion and His cup, the Glory 
the Father gave Him, let us walk here below for a little while, in 
the path of faith and obedience. 

THE SEVENTEENTH PSALM 

The previous Psalm, the sixteenth, an outstanding Messianic 
Psalm, is the first with which a new section begins. This section 
ends with the twenty-fourth. In each of these nine Psalms we 
shall find Christ in prophecy, as well as the faithful remnant. 
Both are often seen beautifully blended 'together. The greatest 
of the section is the twenty-second, that rich prophecy of the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory which follows. 

The seventeenth Psalm is a prayer of David. When was it 
written? Probably when David was in the wilderness of Maon, 
when Saul and his men were almost upon the Lord's anointed 
(1 Sam. 23:25). In comparison with the preceding Psalm we 
notice that both end almost alike and the same trust expressed in 
the sixteenth Psalm is also found in the seventeenth. In this 
Psalm, the true servant of God, conscious of his own righteousness, 
prays a prayer which does not come from deceitful lips, to be 
delivered from the evil world and from evil men who persecute; 
then from the dark present there is a looking forward with joy to a 
bright future. 

The Psalm has three sections: 

I. The Prayer of the Righteous One (verses 1-5). 

II. The Prayer for Deliverance (verses 6-12). 

III. The Great Contrast (verses 13-15). 

We take up each section separately to point out the leading 
thoughts in each. As everywhere else in the Word of God these 
Psalms as to their deep meaning can never be treated exhaustively. 
Nothing can be exhausted in the Holy Scriptures. There always 
remains something new to be discovered. 
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I. The Prayer of the Righteous One. 

Hear, Jehovah, righteousness, hearken unto my cry, 
Give ear unto my prayer with undeceitful lips! 
Prom Thy presence let my judgment go forth; 
Thine eyes behold uprightness. 
Thou hast proven my heart, Thou visited me by night: 
Thou hast tried me—Thou findest nothing: 
Neither doth my mouth transgress. 
As for the works of men, by the Word of Thy lips 
I have guarded myself against the ways of the destroyer. 
My steps are holding fast to Thy ways, 
My footsteps have not slipped. 

In reading this precious prayer one feels at once that it belongs 
to the lips of one who is greater than David. While he wrote this 
prayer by the Spirit of God, as he wrote all other prayers, includ¬ 
ing the imprecatory prayers, the character claimed and used in 
this appeal to God, is not David's. Jewish interpreters reckoned 
with this and they supposed that the Psalm could not have been 
written after David's fall. But at no time could David appeal to 
God in such confidence, that the all-searching eye, the omniscient 
eye, fixed upon him, would find nothing. Nor could he claim 
undeceitful lips, a mouth which does not transgress. And the 
plea that his steps were always in His ways, and that his footsteps 
never slipped is not true of David. 

To Christ first of all must these words be applied. He is the 
perfect and the righteous One; His appeal against the enemy, 
pleading His own righteousness and His perfection is here recorded. 
But does He pray for Himself? It is an individual prayer; the 
personal pronoun is used ten times in these verses. But it is not 
Christ's prayer for Himself, but He intercedes in behalf of His 
people. In pleading their cause He pleads His own righteousness 
and perfection. And the Father hears Him always in His inter¬ 
cession. \ 

As we look at the opening verses of this Ps&lm again we see a 
blessed picture of our perfect Lord. His lips were undeceitful 
(verse 1); "Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth" 
(1 Peter 2:22). He claims God as His Judge (verse 2); "Who, 
when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered He 
threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously" (1 Peter 2:23). He was perfect in all His ways, no 
sin was found in Him. Every word uttered was perfect; He 
never needed to recall a single utterance. The destroyer came 
near unto Him, but He used the Word of God and thus was guarded 
against the ways of the destroyer. He met Him with, "It is 
written." Satan knew what fallen man was and when the second 
Man was on earth he tested Him to see if evil was in Him. But 
His heart contained nothing which Satan might call his own. The 
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last Adam was no offspring of the first, save that in the mystery 
of godliness He was woman-born. But as it was by the over¬ 
shadowing power of the Highest that the Eternal Son became 
incarnate, so the will of Him who thus became the Son of Man, 
was as alien from that of fallen Adamic nature, as the latter is 
from the pure will of God. The manner in which the absolute 
dependence of the Lord Jesus upon God brings out into brightest 
moral display the glory of His person, is strikingly shown in the 
record of His temptations. It was the Word of Truth alone, the 
Word of His lips, that the perfect One used for the effectual victory 
over the destroyer. And so He was always walking in His paths; 
and there His footsteps did not, and could not slip. Such is our 
perfect intercessor and advocate with the Father; pleading for 
His own on the ground of what He is. 

Yet here too we can think of ourselves. He has left us an 
example that we should walk in His steps. And if we walk in 
His steps and follow Him, He will keep us from stumbling. Yea, 
by "the Word of His lips" we also can be guarded against the 
destroyer. 

II. The Prayer for Deliverance. 
As such an One I call upon Thee, for Thou hearest me, O God! 
Incline thine ear unto me, hear my speech. 
Show Thy marvellous loving-kindness, 
By saving with Thy right hand those who take refuge from those 

rising up— 
Keep me as the apple of the eye; 
Hide me in the shadow of Thy wings. 
From the wicked, who would destroy me, 
Prom mine enemies who compass me about. 
They are enclosed in their own fat, 
They speak proudly with their mouth; 
Wherever we go, they have surrounded us; 
Their eyes have they set to cast us to the earth. 
Like as a lion that is greedy to tear 
And as a young lion lurking in the lair. 

The rendering of verse 6 is the one given by Professor Delitzsch: 
"As such an One I call upon Thee"; and the assurance, "Thoi; 
hearest Me." Then follows the nature of His appeal. For whal 
does He intercede? For those in whom is all His delight, the 
Saints of God (Psa. 16:3). We notice this comes in view in verse 
7 and also in verse 2, the plural is used. He pleads for their 
deliverance. He identifies Himself with them. He is one with 
them. "In all their affliction He was afflicted," it is written 
(Isa. 63:9). When He spoke to prostrate Saul in the road to 
Damascus He said not "Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute 
believers in Me!" but His words were, "Saul, Saul, why perse-
cutest thou Me." So here He identifies Himself completely with 
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those who are persecuted. David was persecuted and suffered; 
a prophetic type of the sufferings of Christ. The Saints of God, 
the true Saints, in all ages have suffered and the future remnant 
of godly Jews will suffer. 

And as we suffer, beloved, from the hands of the world, and 
suffer wrongfully, we can also remember these words and make 
them our own: He will save those who take refuge; He will keep 
as the apple of the eye; He will hide in the shadow of His wings. 
Let the lion roar, let the wicked compass God's people about, the 
mighty intercessor will prevail. He will save and deliver His 
people. 

III. The Great Contrast. 
Arise, Jehovah, go forth to meet him, cast him down, 
Deliver my soul from the wicked, Thy sword, 
From men, O Jehovah, by Thy hand—from men of the world. 
Whose portion is life, 
And with treasures Thou fillest their belly, 
Who are satisfied with sons, and leave their substance to their children. 
As for me—in righteousness shall I behold Thy face, 
I will be satisfied, when I awake, with Thine image. 

Here is a contrast between the portion of the saint, who is 
suffering from the hand of the wicked, and the portion of the 
wicked who oppresses the saint. The wicked have their portion 
in this life; the portion of the saint is with the Lord. The Jewish 
believer, who suffers in the future from the hands of the wicked, 
sees them flourishing in the earth, will receive his portion when 
the Lord comes; he will have a glorious share in the kingdom. 
The Christian believer looks forward to be in His presence, to 
meet Him in the air, and share His glories in the Father's house. 
The thirteenth verse is one of the frequent prayers for Divine 
intervention. In the preceding verse the wicked was described 
as a greedy, hungry lion, who is ready to spring and tear to pieces 
and as a young lion who is lurking for prey in his lair. The prayer 
is that the Lord may arise, meet him, cast him down, when he is 
ready to spring upon the prey. The wicked is spoken of as being 
the sword of Jehovah. The wicked one will be used at the end 
time as the sword by which the Lord executes His purposes. The 
same is said of the Assyrian in Isaiah 10:13-15 and of the Chaldeans 
in Habakkuk 1:5-7 and 11. 

The last verse brings blessedly before our hearts the portion of 
the saints of God. It reaches beyond the Jewish hope. We 
shall behold His face some day and then we shall be like Him 
when we see Him as He is. Then shall we be satisfied, with His 
image forever impressed upon us. And the Jewish remnant will 
also behold "The King in His beauty." 
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THE EIGHTEENTH PSALM 

This is a wonderful Psalm! Many expositors of the Psalms see 
in it nothing but David's experience. We quote from one. "In 
this magnificent hymn the royal poet sketches in a few grand 
outlines the tale of his life—the record of his marvelous deliver¬ 
ances and of the victories which Jehovah had given him—the 
record, too, of his own heart, the truth of his affection towards 
God, and the integrity of purpose by which it had ever been influ¬ 
enced. Throughout that singularly chequered life, hunted as he 
had been by Saul before he came to the throne, and harassed 
perpetually after he became king by rivals, who disputed his 
authority, and endeavored to steal away the hearts of his people 
—compelled to flee for his life before his own son, and engaged 
afterwards in long and fierce wars with foreign nations—one 
thing had never forsaken him, the love and the presence of Jehovah. 
By His help he had subdued every enemy, and now, in his old age, 
looking back with devout thankfulness on the past, he sings this 
great song of praise to the God of his life."* While all this is 
true, vouched for by the inscription of the Psalm itself, which is, 
with numerous variations, also found in 2 Samuel 22, it is equally 
true that this Psalm has a far deeper meaning than that. We 
find utterances and experiences here which cannot be matched 
in David's life. Some of these utterances have been described 
as "bold poetic figures," but they are more than figures of speech. 
These utterances and experiences which cannot be applied to 
David, though faintly foreshadowed in his sufferings and deliver¬ 
ances, are prophetic. The true Anointed One of God, Christ our 
Saviour, in His sufferings, and the deliverances from above, as 
well as His exaltation and His coming kingdom, constitute the 
deeper, prophetic meaning of this great, inspired hymn. The 
eighteenth Psalm is therefore a Messianic Psalm. 

As a proper title for the Psalm we suggest the following: "From 
the Jaws of Death to the Throne, through the Power of God." His 
Death, His Resurrection, His Exaltation, His Victory and His 
Kingdom, are found in this great prophecy. \Vhile David in the 
inscription of the Psalm calls himself "the servant of Jehovah," 
the true, perfect servant is prophetically described. 

The Psalm has been divided in different ways; we shall follow 
its contents in five divisions. 

I. From the Jaws of Death. (Verses 1-6.) 

Fervently do I love Thee, Jehovah, my strength, 
Jehovah, my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer! 
My God, my rock, in whom I hide myself, 

*Perowne on the Psalms. 
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My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower! 
As worthy to be praised do I call upon Jehovah, 
And from mine enemies am I saved. 
The bands of death had compassed me 
And torrents of Belial made me afraid. 
The bands of Sheol had compassed me, 
The cords of death encountered me. 
In my distress I called upon Jehovah, 
And cried out unto my God. 
Out of His temple He heard my voice. 
And my cry came before Him into His ears. 

The praise with which this Psalm begins is the praise of David, 
uttered through the Spirit of God. It is our praise as well, for 
we know Him, Jehovah as our strength; He is our rock, the rock 
which was cleft, the cleft in which we have our hiding place. He 
is for His own a fortress, a deliverer, a shield, the horn of salvation 
and a high tower. We find seven things mentioned which Jehovah 
is for those who trust Him: Strength, Rock, Fortress, Deliverer, 
Shield, Horn of Salvation and High Tower. But it is also the 
praise of Christ, the Son of David, our Lord. It is His voice 
which we hear, for He lived on earth as the dependent One. In 
another Psalm we find words which correspond to this praise 
here. "I will say of Jehovah, He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God; in Him I will trust" (Psa. 91:2). The praise comes 
from above. He, who walked on earth and finished the great 
work, sings His praises and we join in His song of triumph. Bishop 
Home's words of comment are worthy of our attention. "Let 
us suppose King Messiah, like his progenitor of old, seated upon 
the throne. From thence let us imagine him taking a retrospective 
view of the sufferings He had undergone, the battles He had 
fought and the victories He had gained. With this before our 
minds, we shall be able in some measure, to r nceive the force of 
the words 'With all the yearnings of affection i will love Thee, O 
Jehovah, My strength, through My union with whom I have 
finished My work, and am now exalted to praise Thee in those 
who are redeemed.' Whenever we sing this Psalm, let us think 
we are singing it in conjunction with our Saviour, risen from the 
dead; a consideration, which surely will incite us to do it with 
becoming gratitude and devotion." 

Then follows a description of the bands of the death, the 
jaws of death, which were His portion when— "He made His 
soul an offering for sin." What a dark picture these two verses 
present! We read of the bands of death and the cords of death, 
the torrents of Belial, and the bands of Sheol. This passage was 
undoubtedly quoted by Peter on the day of Pentecost when he 
said: "Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death, because it was not possible that He should be holden of it" 
(Acts 2:24). The Hebrew word "Chabel" which is translated 
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"bands" also means "to writhe in pain," like a woman in travail. 
The Greek version (the Septuagint) translates the word for this 
reason "pains." We see then in these words a prophecy of what 
He passed through. The cords of death, those bands due to our 
sins, compassed Him about, and the torrents of Belial, the powers 
of darkness using wicked men, like an overwhelming flood breaking 
forth from the pit, made Him afraid, in the day of His deep 
agony, when the apprehensions of the bitter cup He had to drink 
cast His soul into unutterable sorrow. The word "Belial" is 
found in the Hebrew text. It has generally been translated by, 
"ungodly men." In the Old Testament the sons of Belial are 
frequently mentioned, always meaning the wicked and evil doers. 
In the New Testament the word is used only once, in contrast 
with Christ (2 Cor, 6:15). In this passage it is generally taken 
to mean Satan. The expression "the torrents of Belial" describes 
the deep agony of His holy soul, when "He who knew no sin was 
made sin for us." "The torrents of Belial must then have put 
Him to fear, by the horror of what sin was to Him, as He realized 
it in the light in which He lived with God, from the joy of that 
well-known glorious presence, earth itself but the footstool of 
Deity. He had come into it but to do, amid sorrow and suffering, 
the Father's will, which man could violate at his pleasure, and 
count it pleasure, and imagine it freedom to do so! For this He 
was to die, taking the sinner's place; men like these—ungodly 
men—His creatures, with His stamp defaced in them—driving 
the nails which fastened Him to the Cross, plunging the spear into 
His side, sealing Him up in His grave, defying Him to come out 
of it again. Giving Himself freely to all this, while struck with 
the awful horror of it all, well might He exclaim 'The torrents of 
Belial put Me in fear.' "* 

In the sixth verse we read of His cry to Jehovah. "Who in the 
days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him 
out of death, and was heard in that He feared" (Heb. 5:7). That 
he was heard out of the sanctuary and God answered Him is 
clearly stated in this verse of our Psalm. What God in His 
mighty power did in His behalf by raising Him from among the 
dead, by giving Him glory and a kingdom, is the great message 
which we now find in this Psalm. 

II. The Manifestation of the power of God: He raised Him 
from the Dead. (Verses 7-18.) 

Then the earth shook and quaked. 
And the foundations of the mountains trembled, 
They swayed to and fro, for He was wroth, 

'Numerical Bible on the Psalms. 
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Smoke went up from His nostrils, 
And fire out of His mouth devoured, 
Coals were set afire by it. 
And He bowed the heavens and came down, 
And thick darkness was under His feet. 
And He rode upon a cherub and did fly, 
Yea, He flew fast upon the wings of the wind; 
He made darkness His covering, His tent round about Him— 
Darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 
Out of the brightness before Him there broke through His clouds 
Hail-stones and coals of fire. 
Then Jehovah thundered in the heavens, 
The Most High uttered His voice: hail and coals of fire. 
And He sent forth His arrows and scattered them, 
He shot forth lightnings and discomfited them; 
And the channels of the waters were seen, 
And the foundations of the world were uncovered. 
At Thy rebuke, Jehovah— 
At the blast of the breath of Thy nostrils. 
He reached from above, He took Me, 
He drew me out of great waters, 
He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
From them that hated me, for they were mightier than I. 
They came upon me in the day of my calamity, 
But Jehovah was my stay. 

What a marvelous description of the mighty power of God! 
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from among the dead, 
the answer of God to His prayer, is here before us, but as we 
shall show, it includes a great deal more than His physical resur¬ 
rection. That His resurrection was a great display of the power 
of God we learn from the Ephesian epistle, where Paul speaks of 
"the exceeding greatness of His power" and "the working of His 
mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead." In the Gospel records we have perhaps only a 
partial description of what took place on the third day. Yet we 
know "the earth shook and quaked" for the evangelist tells us 
"there was a great earthquake." What else took place in the 
heavens, corresponding to the words before us, we do not know; 
but we know "He reached from above" and "drawing out of the 
great waters" as well as "deliverance from the strong enemy" are 
descriptions of the power of God when He opened the grave of 
His well-beloved and raised Him from among the dead, made 
Him the mighty conqueror. But as stated above, the description 
here of God's intervention and the manifestation of His power 
includes much more than the resurrection of our Lord. In 
reading these verses we are reminded of the theophany, the God-
manifestation at Sinai in connection with the giving of the law. 
Another prophecy should be considered in studying these verses. 
We have reference to Habakkuk, where we find a future great 
theophany described in similar terms (Hab. 3). This prophecy of Habakkuk is a vision of the coming " Yom Jehovah," the day of 
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the Lord. And besides this great prophecy there are many others 
which speak of the coining great display of the power and glory 
of the Lord. What is in store for the earth from the side of a holy 
and righteous God, through Him by Whom He will judge the 
earth in righteousness, Whom He has raised from the dead, is 
prophetically announced in these verses. There will be in the 
coming day of the manifestation of the Risen Son of Man a shaking 
of the heavens and the earth and the judgment of His enemies 
(verse 14). God's indignation is represented by fire, which is 
the most terrible of the created elements, burning and consuming 
all before it. It was in a fire the Lord descended upon Mount 
Sinai (Exod. 19:18); in fire He dealt with the examples of His 
wrath, the cities of the plains of Jordan (Gen. 19) and when His 
Son comes again, He will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels "in flaming fire taking vengeance" (2 Thess. 1:7, 8). 
The devouring fire is the symbol of His coming judgments. 

Then storms and tempests are mentioned, His thunder and 
lightnings, which are additional symbols of His displeasure. We 
learn therefore that this section of the Psalm, while describing in 
part the resurrection of Christ, carries us forward to the day of 
His visible manifestation. When it comes, it will be accompanied 
by resistless and inevitable judgment on the adversaries of Christ 
and of His people. 

And here we remind the reader that this Psalm also has a 
meaning as to the godly in Israel, the remnant, so-called. They 
will be surrounded by the torrents of Belial, for then the enemy 
comes in like a flood (Isa. 59:19) death stares them in the face, 
they cry to Jehovah to hear out of His sanctuary. Then He 
hears and He appears for their salvation. 

HI. He gave Him Glory. (Verses 19-27.) 
And He brought Me forth into a large place. 
He delivered me, because He delighted in me. 
Jehovah hath rewarded me according to my righteousness; 
According to the cleanness of my hands He hath returned unto me. 
For I have kept the way of Jehovah 
And have not wickedly departed from my God. 
For all His judgments were before me, 
Nor did I put His statutes from me. 
I was also perfect with Him, 
And kept myself from perverseness being mine. 
Therefore Jehovah has rewarded me according to my righteousness, 
According to the cleanness of my hands in His sight. 
With the merciful Thou dost show Thyself merciful, 
With the upright man Thou showest Thyself upright. 
With the pure Thou showest Thyself pure 
And with the perverse Thou dost show Thyself contrary 
For it is Thou that savest the humble people. 
And high looks Thou bringest down. 
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Many expositors have labored to explain what David means by 
the statements in the twentieth verse and the verses which follow, 
as to his righteousness, cleanness of hands, keeping His ways, etc. 
If the Psalm was written, as it is generally assumed, towards the 
close of his life, then it was after his heinous sin, and the difficulty 
becomes unsolvable. But if the Psalm is viewed as a Messianic 
prophecy then this difficulty disappears at once. We hear His 
voice once more. He who was raised from the dead, was brought 
into a large place. He was recompensed by God. He not only 
raised Him from the dead, but He also "gave Him glory." He 
was rewarded on account of His righteousness, according to the 
cleanness of His hands, because He kept the ways of Jehovah in 
His perfect life. The righteousness of God demands two things. 
The first demand is that the sinner must die, "the soul that 
sinneth shall die." The other demand is that if there is a perfect 
man, who never sins, who is righteous and does righteousness, is 
always obedient, always doing God's will, never departing in 
anything—such a man must receive a reward. Of the whole 
race it is written "there is not one that is righteous," but the Lord 
Jesus Christ was the perfect man on the earth. His meat and 
His drink was to do the will of Him that sent Him. Finally He 
glorified God in the work of the Cross. Therefore God had to 
give Him a reward. His righteousness demands this. His perfect 
obedience received a recompense of perfect glory and honor. He 
who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of 
death is now crowned with glory and honor. Obedient unto 
death, the death of the Cross was followed by His exaltation. 
"Wherefore God also highly exalted Him and gave Him a name 
which is above every other name" (Phil. 2). Verses 25-27 show 
that God deals with men according to what He sees them to be. 
God renders to every man according to his works: full mercy to 
the merciful, peace and truth to the upright, to the perverse He 
shows Himself contrary. He saves the humble and humbles the 
proud. The statements give the reason why God recompensed 
Him, for He was merciful; He was perfect; He humbled Himself. 
But we by nature are perverse and only through the Grace of God 
in Christ, who died for our sins, rose again and is exalted, can we 
obtain our salvation. 

IV. His Enemies Subdued. (Verses 28-42.) 
For it is Thou that lightest my lamp, 
Jehovah, my God, enlighteneth my darkness. 
For by Thee do I scatter a troop, 
And by my God I leap over a wall. 
As for God—His way is perfect. 
The Word of Jehovah is tried; 
He is a shield to all that trust Him. 
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For who is God beside Jehovah? 
And who is rock except our God? 
The God who girded me with strength, 
And maketh my way perfect, 
Making my feet like hinds' feet, 
Making me stand upon my high place. 
Who teacheth my hands to war, 
And mine arms to bend a bow of brass. 
And Thou gavest me the shield of Thy salvation. 
And Thy right hand upheld me— 
Thy condescension hath made me great. 
Thou didst enlarge my steps under me. 
And mine ankles have not slipped. 
I pursued mine enemies and overtook them, 
And turned not back till they were consumed. 
I crush them, that they cannot rise; 
They fall under my feet. 
And Thou girdedst me with strength to battle, 
Thou didst subdue under me those that rose up against me. 
And mine enemies didst Thou make to turn their backs unto me, 
And those that hated me I destroyed. 
They cry for help and none saveth, 
Unto Jehovah and He answereth them not. 
And I crushed them as dust before the wind, 
I cast them out as mire of the street. 

The exalted Christ is now before us as the mighty coming 
conqueror and the judge. This section is the section which 
describes more than any other the experience of King David. 
God subdued all enemies under his feet; and in this he is the type 
of Christ under whose feet all things will be put. His return 
from glory will bring this about, for God has given Him the place 
at His right hand and promised Him "to make His enemies the 
footstool of His feet" (Psa. 110). He was in the darkness of the 
Cross, but God has lighted His lamp. The word lamp is figurative 
and used for the continuance of the house of David (1 Kings 11:36) 
All enemies must give way before the true Son of David, whose 
lamp now shineth forth. All obstacles are overcome (verse 29). 
He marches on victoriously and all His enemies are conquered. 
They are prostrated before Him. He executes the judgment. 
The sentence "I crush them as dust before the wind" reminds us 
of the smiting stone in Nebuchadnezzar's dream-image. When 
the stone strikes the feet of the image the great man image 
collapses and becomes "like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floor" and is carried away by the wind (Dan. 2). 

V. The Head of the Nations. (Verses 43-50.) 
Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people, 
Thou hast made me the head of the nations. 
A people I knew not doth serve me. 
As soon as they hear they obey me, 
Strangers come cringing to me. 
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Strangers have faded away. 
And come forth trembling from their strongholds. 
Jehovah liveth, and blessed be my Rock, 
And let the God of my salvation be exalted; 
The God who hath avenged me 
And subdueth peoples under me, 
Who hath delivered me from mine enemies, 
Yea, Thou hast lifted me up above them that rose up against me. 
From the man of violence 
Thou hast delivered me. 
Therefore will I praise thee, Jehovah, among the nations. 
And will sing Psalms unto Thy name, 
As He who giveth great deliverances to his King, 
And showeth loving-kindness unto His Anointed, 
Unto David and his seed for evermore. 

And now we behold Him as "the head of the nations." He is 
now seen enthroned as King of kings, and Lord of all. Then His 
people Israel are going to serve Him, which is the meaning of "A 
people I knew not doth serve me" (verse 43). They had been set 
aside and He knew them not, but now, as a repentant people, who 
accept Him, He acknowledges them again as His people. Then 
we have a description of the dominion and fear, which, in that 
day will be His (verses 44-45). All will fear Him. Especially 
should we note the sentence "strangers come cringing unto me." 
The authorized version is "strangers shall submit themselves 
unto me." The marginal reading is "shall yield feigned obedi¬ 
ence." The Hebrew is "lie." This is one of the hints in Scripture 
that Christ's millennial rule, though sovereign and undisputed, will 
not be willingly accepted and owned by all. This explains the 
revolt at the close of the millennium (Rev. 20:7, 9). 

All nations must now serve Him. The violent man mentioned 
is the Antichrist. The Psalm ends with praise as it began with 
praise. It is the praise of the King and the praise and worship of 
His people. Verse 49 is quoted in Romans 15:9. What a 
blessed and wonderful Psalm it is! 

THE NINETEENTH PSALM 

This Psalm has two parts. In the first part we read of the 
revelation of God in Creation and in the second part the revela¬ 
tion of Jehovah in the Law, His Word. Both Creation and 
Revelation in His written Word make known His glory. It has 
been suggested that the Psalm may have been written in the first 
flush of an Eastern sunrise, when the sun was seen "going forth 
as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoicing as a mighty 
man to run his course." The first part breathes all the life and 
freshness, all the joy and glory of the morning. Each part con¬ 
sists of fourteen lines. It is a Psalm of David. While in the 
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inscription of the preceding Psalm David calls himself "the servant 
of Jehovah," he uses the same expression also in this Psalm. 

The blessed workmanship of the Holy Spirit is seen in the use 
of the name of God. In the first part, verses 1-6, God is men¬ 
tioned but once. The name is "jEf'the Mighty, His name as 
Creator. But in the second part when God's revelation in His 
Word is presented, the name used is "Jehovah," His covenant 
name. We find the name Jehovah just seven times in this second 
section, and the last time the name is mentioned, two other names 
are added, "Jehovah, Tzuri, Goeli"—Jehovah, my Rock, my 
Redeemer. If only these poor would-be critics, and would-be 
destroyers of the Word and revelation of God had reckoned with 
this simple fact, that the name of God as creator is El and Elohim, 
and that His name in establishing a grace covenant relation with 
man is Jehovah, they would not have invented their miserable 
theories of an Eloist and a Jehovist writer of the Pentateuch, by 
which they attempt to disprove the Mosaic authorship. It is 
the A. B. C. lesson written in the beginning of the Bible. In the 
first chapter of the Bible, containing the historical account of 
Creation, the name of God is Elohim, the plural of El. In the 
second chapter when God is seen with man His creature, Jehovah 
is added. 

I. Creation and its Witness. (Verses 1-6.) 
The heavens declare the glory of God 
And the expanse maketh known the work of His hands. 
Day unto day poureth forth speech, 
And night unto night showeth knowledge—• 
There is no speech and there are no words. 
Yet their voice is heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
And to the end of the earth their words; 
In them hath He sent a tent for the sun. 
And he is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber. 
He rejoiceth as a strong man to run the course. 
His going forth is from the end of the heavens. 
And his circuit unto the ends of them, 
And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

God's wonderful creation bears a wonderful witness to Himself 
as Creator. Of this we read in the Epistle to the Romans (Rom. 
1:20.)In that ancient book, the Book of Job, much is written about 
creation and its witness to God. In the end of that book the 
Lord in a majestic address speaks of Himself, of His power and 
of His works. Creation is the primitive witness of God to man, 
His creature. Creeds, including the so-called "Apostle's Creed," 
ascribe this creation exclusively to the Father, but the New Testa¬ 
ment gives us a different conception. There we read that all 
creation is by the Son of God and for Him. "For by Him were 
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all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by Him and for Him" (Col 1:16). 
The beginning of the Gospel of John bears the same witness. 
And there are other passages of Scripture in which the Son of 
God is revealed as Creator. And did He not manifest Himself 
as such, when He came in incarnation into His own earth? In 
His mighty miracles He displayed the almighty power of the 
Creator. Creation must therefore bear a definite witness to 
Himself, the Son of God, Jehovah, our Lord. And so it does. 
Alas! how very little we understand the witness to Christ in all 
creation. When the perfect day comes, when we shall know, 
even as we are known, then shall we behold in the heavens, as 
well in all His creation what in our present limitations we could 
not grasp. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God." Astronomy reveals 
some of the wonders of these unfathomable heavens. What depths 
and distances are there! Millions of stars! Solar systems upon 
solar systems! And behind the most distant constellations, from 
which light traveling 186,000 miles a second, takes hundreds of 
thousands of years to pierce the space and reach our little planet, 
beyond these far-distant worlds, we are told, are other universes. 
It is staggering to the finite mind! What mysteries are there! 
Yet the little we know does indeed declare His glory, and Him 
who is "the Glory of God." The expanse maketh known the 
work of His hands. With what delight man, the creature of the 
dust, yet with endless being, should look up and behold the works 
of His hands. The beast cannot look up; its gaze is downward. 
The great majority of the human race lives like the beast, bent 
earthward, never looking up. It must be different with the true 
believer, the child of God. With holy joy and joyful anticipa¬ 
tions, we look into the heavens at night, remembering that He 
who made these heavens, whose glory is written there, the Lord 
of Glory, is our Lord. We belong to Him and He belongs to us. 
All these heavens are His; and then we can repeat Paul's match¬ 
less outburst, "all things are yours and ye are Christ's." 

And the witness of these heavens is never interrupted; it is 
continuous, goes on day and night. They instruct without a 
single break. They have something to say to us. They have 
speech and words, though their voice, that is, audible speech and 
words, are not heard. They address themselves not to the ear, but 
to the mind and heart of man (Isa. 40:26). Though there be 
millions, hundreds of millions of planets and stars, yet He has a 
name for each. What power and what glory! Their line is gone 
out through all the earth, and to the ends of the earth their words. 
It is a universal witness, extending everywhere. Paul quotes this 
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in Romans 10:18. Instead of "line" we find in the quotation 
"sound," the Greek translation of the Septuagint. It is used by 
Paul to testify to the spread of the apostolic message over the 
whole earth. He gives a New Testament application to this 
verse in connection with the Gospel. See also Colossians 1:23. 

Then the sun is made prominent in this witness of creation, 
because the sun is the symbol in Scripture of supreme authority , 
the type of the Lord Jesus Christ. How full and rich the witness 
of the sun is! The sun is the source of light, of life, and of fruit-
fulness. He, Christ, is the light and the life; as all fruitfulness 
depends on the light of the sun, which sustains life, so in Christ 
and through Him alone, fruitfulness is possible. The sun in the 
Hebrew and Aramaic is masculine; the sun is therefore compared 
to a bridegroom. He is "the bridegroom," who is coming forth 
some day to claim His bride. But He is also the "Sun of Right¬ 
eousness," who will arise some day with healing in His wings 
(Mai. 3). The curative power of the rays of the sun is being 
increasingly demonstrated. Disease germs cannot prosper, nor 
exist in the bright light of the sun. And so when He comes, after 
the night is gone, and the day dawns, He will bring healing for all 
diseases. And like the sun "whose going forth is from the ends 
of the heavens and his circuit unto the ends of them," so He covers 
all and controls all, and in the day of His manifestation "He 
rejoiceth as a strong man to run the course." 

II. The Witness of the Word. (Verses 7-14.) 
The Law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. 
The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever; 
The judgments of Jehovah are truth, they are altogether righteous. 
More to be desired than gold, than much fine gold, 
And sweeter than honey, and honey-comb. 
By them thy servant is warned, in keeping them the reward is great. 
Who understandeth his errors? From hidden sins free Thou me. 
Also from presumptuous sins keep back thy servant, that they 

may not have dominion over me. 
Then shall I be upright and innocent from the great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable 
Before Thy face, O Jehovah, my rock and my redeemer! 

Suddenly a transition takes place. Creation's witness to the 
Creator, as well as the Redeemer is ended. The witness of the 
Law and the Word of God follows. "Now follow twelve enco¬ 
miums of the Law, of which every two are related as antecedent 
and consequent, rising and falling, after the manner of waves. 
One can discern how now the heart of the writer of the Psalm 
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begins to beat with redoubled joy as he comes to speak of God's 
Word, the revelation of His will."* While the Tora, the Law 
given to Israel, is primarily in view, the Word of God is also 
meant. For what is true of the law is also true of the rest of the 
written revelation of God. The law is holy, just and good (Rom. 
7:12); so is the Word of God. The law is spiritual (Rom. 7:14); 
so also is His Word. The purpose of the law, why it was given, is 
fully revealed in the New Testament (Rom. 7:7-14; Gal. 3:19). 
It testifies to the holiness and righteousness of God and thus 
searches the heart before God. The law is perfect; it cannot be 
anything else, for it is the law of Jehovah. His law and all His 
Word is perfect. It restores, converts the soul, as it convinces 
of sin, points out the way to a Saviour whose grace alone can save. 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. It is 
sure, certain and infallible. If listened to and believed, it gives 
wisdom; the wisdom which is from above. It is thus stated in 
2 Timothy 3:15 . . . "the Holy Scriptures which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation." And can there be any higher 
wisdom than that which comes by believing and obeying the 
sure testimony of the Lord! Then we read of the precepts and 
the commandment of Jehovah, they are right and pure. They 
rejoice the heart and enlighten the eyes. This can only be true 
of him who believes and is born again. The natural man cannot 
rejoice in the precepts of the law and the Word of God, nor can 
he have his eyes enlightened, for he is blind, and before his eyes 
can be enlightened, they must be opened. Grace alone can 
do that. The true believer delights in the law and precepts of 
Jehovah and rejoices in them, for they constantly give him light, 
while grace gives power to walk in the light. The fear of Jehovah 
is clean, it cleanses from defilement, inasmuch as the fear of 
Jehovah leads to self-judgment, confession, and cleansing as the 
result of these. The judgments of Jehovah are true and righteous 
altogether, and every believer esteems the Word of Jehovah, His 
instructions and directions, as more desirable than gold, yea than 
fine gold, and sweeter than honey or honeycomb. 

"What wonder is it, that this converting, instructing, exhila¬ 
rating, enlightening, eternal, true, and righteous Word should be 
declared preferable to the riches of Eastern kings, and sweeter 
to the soul of the believer, than the sweetest thing we know of is to 
physical taste? How ready we are to acknowledge all this! 
Yet, the next hour, perhaps, we part with the true riches to obtain 
the earthly mammon, and barter away the joys of the Spirit for 
the gratifications of sense! Lord, give us affections toward Thy 
Word in some measure proportioned to its excellence; for we can 

*Delitzsch on the Psalms. 
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never love too much what we can never admire enough."* By 
the Word and precepts of Jehovah, the servant of the Lord is 
warned. Then there is the promise of reward. For surely 
"godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8). 

The psalm closes with a prayer. It is the result of having 
been brought into the presence of God by His Word, the Word 
which is omniscient, "sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart" (Heb. 4:12). And this is the right way to come into His 
presence, as we have shown in our book on "Prayer," by letting 
the Word of God lay bare our innermost being. There is prayer 
to be freed from hidden sins and to be kept from presumptuous 
sins. While sin is always sin, there is a great difference between 
hidden sin and presumptuous sin. Sin committed in ignorance 
does not shut out God and communion, as a sin against conscience 
does, that is wilful sin. For both is abundant mercy. The great 
transgression, or revolt, is undoubtedly a sin which trifles with 
the known will of God. Presumptuous sins, when they are 
repeated, become dominant sins, which irresistibly enslave the 
man. 

Finally, there is supplication for a gracious acceptance of the 
prayer. "Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O Jehovah, my rock and my 
redeemer." The heart meditates and fashions prayer and the 
mouth presents it. And Jehovah, whose law is holy, just, and 
good, is not only the law-giver; He is the rock and the redeemer. 

THE TWENTIETH PSALM 

This Psalm is another wonderful prophecy of the Messiah and 
His work of redemption. It is closely linked with the Psalm which 
follows, which is likewise Messianic. That these Psalms were 
used in Israel in a liturgical way seems certain. They may have 
been chanted alternately by the leaders of worship, the Levites, 
and by the assembled worshippers. The king is seen in the 
sanctuary, offering there his sacrifices, while in the outer court 
the people are gathered, praying that the Lord would graciously 
accept those sacrifices, and send him help and victory in the 
battle. 

Bishop Home in his work on the Psalms (Oxford, 1766) states 
the prophetic meaning of this Psalm in the following words: "The 
Church prayeth for the prosperity of the King Messiah, going 

*Bishop Home. 



94 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

forth to battle, as her champion and deliverer; for His acceptance 
by the Father, and for the accomplishment of his will." He is 
nearly right and would have given the true meaning if he had 
substituted "Israel" or "the remnant of Israel" for "the church." 
The people who contemplate in this Psalm the King Messiah are 
the godly in Israel. The Psalm is therefore a prophetic prayer 
for Messiah, for the deliverance in the day of trouble; that 
Jehovah may send help from the sanctuary and strength out of 
Zion; that his offerings may be remembered. Furthermore the 
results for His people, delivered and blest, are mentioned, so that 
all Israel will ultimately remember Jehovah and be saved. 

"The Spirit gives expression in this Psalm to that longing desire 
after Christ, the salvation of Jehovah, which ever has been found 
in the hearts of those, who like Jacob, wait for the fulfilment of 
the promise in the midst of evil days (Gen. 49:18) weary and sore 
troubled, but strong in hope—holding fast the sure word of promise 
until the day of the Lord's power shall have come, when He will 
still the enemy and the avenger, and bless His people with abiding 
peace. It is the God of Jacob whose blessing is here invoked on 
His Messiah."* 

I. The Prophetic Prayer for Christ. (Verses 1-3.) 
Jehovah answer Thee in the day of trouble; 
The Name of the God of Jacob set Thee on high: 
He shall send Thee help from the sanctuary. 
And uphold Thee out of Zion! 
He shall remember all Thine offerings, 
And accept Thy burnt offerings. Selah. 

Selah! Well may we pause here, meditate and praise Him for 
such deep and inexhaustible prophetic statements. The Messiah 
is not only the promised King of Israel, but He is also the Servant 
of Jehovah, who in earth serves, has His day of trouble, sacri¬ 
fices, and brings His offerings. As such we behold Him here, and 
the godly ask for His deliverance and for the acceptance of all His 
offerings. As the suffering Christ He had to pass through a day 
of trouble and distress. In the twenty-second Psalm, we hear 
His own prayer as to that trouble. "Be not far from Me; for 
trouble is near; for there is none to help" (22:11). In answer to 
His cry came deliverance, of which we read in the second stanza 
of the first verse, "the Name of the God of Jacob set Thee on 
high." Here is a prophetic statement concerning His physical 
resurrection, as well as His enthronement as the risen Christ at 
the right hand of God. He was raised up from among the dead 
by the glory of the Father (Rom. 6:4); God raised Him from 
among the dead and gave Him glory (1 Peter 1:21). As the God 

*Pridham on the Psalms. 
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of Jacob, God revealed Himself as the God of grace. "Grace 
alone could take up the 'supplanter' to make of him an Israel, a 
'prince of God.' Thus it is for the declaration of God's grace— 
that the One seen here is delivered from His strait—is 'set on 
high'."* 

But the day of trouble through which He passed also suggests 
the sufferings of His people Israel, as well as the Church, the body 
of Christ. And the name of the God of Jacob, the God of grace, 
acts in behalf of all who trust in Him. Israel will pass through 
her future day of trouble, the time of Jacob's trouble, but they 
shall be saved out of it.through the grace of God. And so it is 
with the Church. The God of grace who ever keeps His gracious 
promises will deliver His people, and, according to His promise, 
enthrone them up on high. 

In the second verse the sanctuary and Zion are mentioned. 
The sanctuary suggests the priesthood; the hill of Zion stands for 
kingly power and rule. His priesthood and His kingship are 
therefore indicated. Help comes from the sanctuary, from the 
priesthood; strength and power is connected with Zion (Psa. 
2:6). His people know Him as their intercessor through which 
they received help in time of need, and they look forward to the 
day of His power. Then we see here also the coming fulfilment 
of the Melchizedek priesthood, when the Messiah, our Lord, will 
be a priest upon His throne. 

The third verse mentions His offerings and burnt offerings. It 
is the ground upon which all rests. All the offerings and burnt 
offerings foreshadow His great work of redemption. He offered 
up in the days of His flesh, not only prayers and tears (Heb. 5) 
but finally His own, holy body. His people look to that which 
He has done, the work He alone could do, the work He finished 
on the cross, the perfect, the everlastingly sufficient burnt offering. 
So indeed God remembers what He has done and displays His 
marvelous grace. 

We have .found that the three verses with which this Psalm 
begins contain the complete story of Christ in His redemption 
work, past, present, and future. Here we find the sufferings 
through which He passed, the day of trouble; the deliverance by 
His resurrection as well as His exaltation, the glory which followed 
—set on high. The God of Glory and of grace acts now with 
grace and glory towards all who find in Christ their refuge. His 
priesthood and His coming rule as the King-priest are stated, and 
finally His sacrificial work, upon which all rests, is remembered. 

*Numerical Bible. 
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II. The Celebration of His Deliverance and the Deliverance 
of His People. (Verses 4-6.) 

He shall grant Thee according to Thy hear), 
And fulfill all Thy counsel. 
We will rejoice in Thy salvation, 
And in the name of our God set up banners; 
Jehovah shall fulfill all Thy petitions. 
Now know I that Jehovah saveth His Anointed: 
He answereth Him from His holy heaven, 
With the saving power of His right hand. 

What was the desire of His heart and the counsel of His will? 
We answer: The salvation and deliverance of His people. And 
this necessitated His sacrificial death, His resurrection and that 
through Him there might be a redeemed people, in whose midst 
He can dwell and manifest His glory. Through Him who is 
Israel's King and also their Redeemer, who died for that nation, 
as we read in John 11:49-52, the restoration and conversion of 
Israel will be accomplished and all His promises to them will be 
realized through His grace. When that day of deliverance comes, 
when His heart's desires will be granted unto Him, a believing 
remnant will lay hold in faith and they will begin to rejoice in His 
salvation, anticipating in faith the promised deliverance as well 
as the victory. They know, in the midst of the rebellion of the 
last days of the times of the Gentiles, when nations rise up against 
God and against His Anointed (Psa. 2:2), that Jehovah will 
manifest His power and answer from His holy heaven, send deliver¬ 
ance from above and save by the power of His right hand. They 
rejoice in these facts, that God saved His Anointed, that He 
answered Him, and therefore He will save Messiah's people, who 
trust in Him. The deeper desires of His heart and the counsel of 
His will, as revealed in the New Testament, relating to the Church, 
His body, and all connected with it, are not made known here, 
though all this was accomplished through the Christ. 

III. Israel's Conversion, (Verses 7-9.) 
Some glory in chariots, and some in horses, 
But we will remember the name of Jehovah our God. 
They are bowed down and fallen; 
But we are risen and upright. 
Save Jehovah! 
Let the King answer us when we call. 

This is the beautiful ending of this Messianic Psalm. The people 
are now brought to the knowledge of Him whom they once rejected. 
Their enemies trusted in chariots and horses; their glory was in 
the arm of flesh; but now all is changed. Israel remembers now 
the name of Jehovah. Jehovah is the Son of God; they confess 
Him as their God. All who glorified in chariots and horses, are 
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seen bowed down and fallen. The true, believing Israel are risen 
out of the dust, they are brought back from their long spiritual 
and national death, and now stand upright. Such will be the 
glorious event of the future when Israel in faith shall turn to Him, 
and when the King comes back. 

There is a "Hosanna,"—Jehovah, save—in the last verse. 
Jehovah and the King whom they implore to answer, are one. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is Jehovah and He is the King. And 
surely He will answer when they cry in their great affliction of the 
days, and deliver them. 

THE TWENTY-FIRST PSALM 

This Psalm is Messianic. The Targum (the Chaldean para¬ 
phrase of the Old Testament) and the Talmud teach that the 
king mentioned in this Psalm is the Messiah. The great Talmudic 
scholar, Rabbi Solomon Isaaci, known by the name of Rashi 
(born in 1040 A. D.), while endorsing this interpretation, suggested 
that it should be given up on account of Christians making use of 
this Psalm as an evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. 
If Rashi were living today he would not need to make such a 
suggestion as far as modernistic Christendom is concerned. The 
Destructive Criticism, has, by its rationalistic inventions, disposed 
of the many Messianic prophecies in the Psalms and has made, in 
this respect, common cause with infidel Judaism, known as 
Reformed Judaism. 

For centuries ritualists have rightfully used this Psalm in 
celebrating Ascension Day, commemorating the return of our 
Lord to glory and His presence there as our great high-priest. 
But, as we shall see, it includes also His coming reign as king. 
Before the Christian era the Psalm was undoubtedly used in 
Temple worship. As a Psalm of David, David presents pro¬ 
phetically the coming King here also. "Each Jewish Monarch 
was but a feeble type of Israel's true King: and all the hopes and 
aspirations of pious hearts, however, they might have for their 
immediate object the then reigning Monarch, whether David 
himself or one of his sons, still looked beyond these to Him, who 
should be David's Lord as well as his son."* 

I. The King's Power and Glory. (Verses 1-3.) 
The King is glad in Thy strength, Jehovah; 
And in Thy salvation how greatly shall He rejoice! 
The desire of His heart Thou hast given Him, 
And hast not refused the request of His lips. Selah. 
For Thou hast met Him with blessings of prosperity; 
Thou settest upon His head a crown of pure gold. 

*J. J. Stewart Perowne. 
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The cross and the sufferings, of which the next Psalm bears 
such a wonderful and inexhaustible prophetic testimony, are 
seen as past. We are introduced at once to "the joy" which was 
set before Him, on account of which "He endured the cross and 
despised the shame." We see Him risen and ascended on high, 
seated at the right hand of God, with all power in heaven and on 
earth. He rejoices in the power and strength bestowed upon 
Him, who is gone to heaven, angels and principalities being made 
subject unto Him. It is God's power, which is extolled, displayed 
in the resurrection and exaltation of the Son of Man, when."He 
raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand" 
(Ephes. 1:20). Then His salvation in which He rejoices is men¬ 
tioned. He is the captain of salvation, the author and finisher of 
faith. "His path to the throne has been by the way of the cross. 
The thorns gathered out of man's path have made a crown for 
Him. He has not sought exaltation for Himself, who needed it 
not, but has stooped with infinite condescension to accept the 
government which is laid upon His shoulders, and which He takes 
that He may minister in it to the needs of His creatures, and ful¬ 
fill the Divine counsel of grace and blessing."* Salvation is man's 
supreme need and this needed salvation God planned before the 
foundation of the world, and made it possible in the gift of His 
only-begotten Son, in His precious death on the cross. The work 
finished, He Himself rejoices in God's salvation accomplished in 
Himself. 

All His prayers are answered. The desire of His heart has been 
given to Him, and the requests of His lips have been bestowed 
upon Him. He prayed on earth, "Glorify Thy Son, that Thy 
Son may also glorify Thee" (John 17:1). This prayer and all His 
other requests have been answered. His prayers are ever pre¬ 
vailing prayers, prayers which cannot fail. Happy are we if we 
realize in faith that we are as His redeemed children, belonging to 
Him, the objects of His intercession, and whatever are His requests 
for us they will be granted. The day is coming when all His 
desire is given to Him, when His request, "Father I will that they 
whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that they 
may behold My glory", will be answered. The request for His 
own glorification was fulfilled when God gave Him glory. A 
crown of pure gold was set upon His head. It is the glory He 
acquired through His obedience, the reward which righteousness 
had to bestow upon Him, who was "obedient unto death, the death 
of the cross." We see Him now crowned with glory and honor, 
and some blessed day He will be crowned as King of kings and 
Lord of lords, crowned with many diadems. 

*P. W. Grant. 
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II. The Life and Glory He Received. (Verses 4-6.) 
He asked life of Thee, Thou gavest it Him: 
Length of days for ever and ever. 
His glory is great in Thy salvation; 
Honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon Him. 
For Thou hast made Him most blessed for ever: 
Thou dost delight Him with joy in Thy presence. 

He had come to give His life as a ransom for many. In another 
Psalm we read His pleadings in humiliation: "He weakened My 
strength in the way; He shortened My days. I said, O My God, 
take Me not away in the midst of My days; Thy years are 
throughout all generations" (Psa. 102:23, 24). He asked for life. 
"Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him that was 
able to save Him out of death, and was heard in that He feared" 
(Heb. 5:7). He was heard, for God raised Him from among the 
dead and now He lives in His glorified human body for ever and 
ever. He received as the triumphant sin-bearer, eternal life. 
And as such He is the head of the new creation, and in Him all 
who are born again share with Him the eternal life, His life. There¬ 
for, "His glory is great in Thy salvation." The result of His 
suffering to procure salvation is His glory. It is, besides the glory 
which He has now with the Father, the glory of the salvation of 
countless human beings, who trust on Him and are saved by grace. 
In them He has His inheritance of glory (Ephes. 1:7). They 
are the travail of His soul. And when the day of consummation 
and manifestation comes, He will be glorified and admired in all 
them that believed (2 Thess. 1:10). Thus glory and majesty is 
put upon Him; His is an endless glory and in His matchless grace 
He has made us sharers of it (John 17:21). He is most blessed 
for ever. He is the blessed One who communicates His blessings 
to all who belong to Him; the joy which is His in God's presence 
will be our joy in that coming day. 

HI. The King in His Glorious Manifestation. (Verses 7-13.) 
For the king is He that trusted in Jehovah, 
And through the mercy of the Highest He shall not be moved. 
Thy hand shall find out all Thine enemies; 
Thy right hand shall find out those that hate Thee. 
Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of Thy coming; 
Jehovah shall swallow them up in His wrath, and the fire shall devour them. 
Their fruit shalt Thou destroy from the earth, 
And their seed from among the children of men. 
For they intended evil against Thee, 
They devised mischief, unable to perform. 
For Thou wilt make them turn their back: 
With Thy strings wilt Thou aim at their faces. , 
Be Thou exalted in Thy strength, Jehovah; 
We will sing and praise Thy power. . . . . , ,* , 
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The King is in heaven. He is there crowned witli glory and 
honor. He is there in behalf of His people. He is there in un¬ 
speakable joy and waiting for His manifestation in kingly glory. 
He was on earth, trusting in Jehovah. His enemies conspired 
against Him. As the vision in Revelation shows, the dragon 
wanted to devour the man-child, but the child was caught up 
to God and to His throne, destined to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron (Rev. 12). And now, as this Psalm states, He cannot 
be moved. On earth opposition to Him continues. His enemies 
instead of decreasing, increase, and even now all is getting ready 
in this evil age for the final revolt, so vividly revealed in the 
opening verses of the second Psalm. And while nations refuse 
His authority and are against God and against His Anointed, the 
Messiah, in the midst of Christendom His rejection as the Son 
of God and the only Saviour of sinners, goes on unhindered. Soon 
the time will be reached which the Spirit of God foresaw and 
predicted that it should come. The enemy will rise up, to do his 
final work; the remnant of Israel will suffer, while Satan rages. 
But His mighty hand will surely find out His enemies. Those 
that hate Him will be likewise found out. At the time of His 
coming, he will deal with them in fiery judgments. The ninth 
verse reminds us of 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9. In that day of His 
manifestation all Christ opposers and Christ rejectors will suffer 
their shameful defeat and find their ignominious end. Such is 
the destiny of atheism, infidelity and the Modernism of today. 
God's people will then sing and praise His power, the power which 
has saved them and the power which has dealt in judgment with 
His and with their enemies. 

THE TWENTY-SECOND PSALM 

This great Psalm contains one of the most complete prophecies 
of the sufferings of Christ and the glory which is to follow. The 
author is King David. No believer in the Bible can doubt this 
for the inscription says so. Yet one of the most recommended 
works* on the Psalms states: "It is more probable that the Psalm 
was composed by one of the exiles during the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity." And other critics like Bauer and Ewald deny the Davidic 
authorship and put this Psalm hundreds of years later, and some 
like Olshausen declare that the Psalm was written during the 
time of the Maccabees. What confusion results when men boasting 
of learning in pride of intellect criticize the Word and reject its 
simple statements! "A Psalm of David" says the inscription and 
everything in this Psalm in comparison with other Davidic Psalms 

*J. Stewart Perowne, "The Book of Psalms." 
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bears witness to the fact that David is the author. He must 
have written it during the severe persecutions he suffered from 
Saul. But the sufferings described in this Psalm could never be 
David's. He did not pass through anything like the agony 
and the deep waters pictured here. Nor does the glory refer 
to himself. The Holy Spirit came upon David and testified 
beforehand of the sufferings of Christ. The New Testament 
applies this Psalm exclusively to the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
great atoning work on the cross. It seems to us that what He 
dictated into the pen of the fugitive king must have been of 
unspeakable comfort to him. He beheld the sufferings of One 
who trusted God, the Holy One of God. Before his vision there 
passed the agony of the cross and the glorious reward of the sin-
bearer. David with the rest of the prophets searched diligently 
what or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ "which was in 
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow" (1 Peter 1:11). And 
now the Psalm itself in a revised translation. 

7he Inscription 
To the chief musician, concerning Aijeleth Shahar (the hind 

of the dawn of the morning); a Psalm of David. 
The Suffering One 

My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me! 
—So far from saving me, from the words of my groaning! 
My God, I cry in the day time, and Thou answerest not; 
And in the night, but there is no rest for me. 
But Thou art holy, 
Thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. 
Our fathers trusted in Thee, 
They trusted and Thou didst deliver them. 
They cried unto Thee and were delivered, 
They trusted in Thee and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm and not a man; 
A reproach of men and the despised of the people. 
All they that see me laugh me to scorn, 
They shoot out the lip, they shake the head—• 
(Saying) "Put it on Jehovah—let Him deliver Him, 
Let Him save Him, because He delighteth in Him!" 
But Thou art He that took me out of the womb; 
Thou didst make me trust, when upon my mother's breasts. 
I was cast upon Thee from the womb, 
Thou hast been my God from my mother's belly. 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near; 
For there is none to help. 
Many bulls have compassed me, 
Bashan's strong ones have beset me round. 
They gape upon me with their mouth 
Like a ravening and roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water. And all my bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax— It is melted in the midst of my bowels. 
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My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
And my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 
And Thou hast laid me into the dust of death. 
For dogs have compassed me; 
The assembly of evildoers have inclosed me; 
They pierced my hands and my feet. 
I may count all my bones. 
They look, they stare upon me. 
They part my garments among them 
And upon my vesture they cast lots. 
But Thou Jehovah, be not far from me; 
O, my strength, hasten to my help. 
Deliver my soul from the sword: 
My only one from the power of the dog. 
Save me from the lion's mouth, 
Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes Thou hast answered me. 

The Glory which follows: 
I will declare Thy Name unto my brethren, 
In the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee. 
Ye, who fear Jehovah, praise Him; 
AH ye the seed of Jacob glorify Him; 
Do reverence to Him all ye the seed of Israel. 
For He hath not despised nor abhorred 
The affliction of the Afflicted; 
Nor hath He hid His face from Him. 
But when He cried unto Him, He heard. 
My praise is of Thee in the great congregation; 
I will pay my vows before them that fear Him. 
The meek shall eat and be satisfied; 
They shall praise Jehovah that seek Him; 
Your heart shall live forever. 
All the end of the earth shall remember and turn to Jehovah; 
And all the families of the nations shall worship before Thee. 
For the Kingdom shall be Jehovah's 
And He shall rule among the nations. 
All the fat ones of the earth shall eat and worship; 
All they that go down to the dust shall bow the knee before Him, 
(Because) He did not preserve His soul alive. 
A seed shall serve Him; 
It shall be told of the Lord to the (next) generation. 
They shall come and shall declare His righteousness 
Unto a people that shall be born, 
That He hath done it. 

This wonderful Prophetic Psalm is very simple in its scope. 
It has two parts as shown in the above text: I. The Suffering 
One (verse 1-21). II. The Glory which follows (verses 22-31). 

The words which the Holy Spirit has put in the beginning of 
the Psalm "Aijeleth Shahar" describe the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His work. They mean "the hind of the dawn of the morning." 
Here is a beautiful though hidden meaning. Some have applied 
this term to the suffering of the Holy One and His resurrection. 
The wounded hind suffers innocently, but the dawn of the morn¬ 
ing brings relief. But there is a better meaning than that. The older Jewish traditions give us the key. They explain "Aijeleth 
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Shahar" to mean the Glory cloud, the Schekina which was visibly 
present in the midst of Israel. As the dawning of the morning 
is compared by them with the horns of a hind, because the rays 
of light appear like horns, they speak of those two words as 
meaning "the dawning of redemption." According to their 
tradition the morning sacrifice, a lamb, was offered as soon as the 
watcher on the pinnacle of the temple beheld the first rays of the 
morning dawn and cried out, "Behold the first rays of the morning 
shine forth." The blessed dawning of redemption through Him 
who is the Lamb of God is before us in this Psalm. 

The first part contains the prophecy of His passion. The Spirit 
describes His suffering before He had ever appeared on earth. 
He alone could fathom the depths, which are here revealed to 
our hearts. "The first division of the Psalm is best characterized 
by one word which at the same time reveals the depth into which 
the Lord has descended for us, and along with this His Glory, who 
descended there, charged with the fulfillment of all the divine 
counsels, with the revelation in utter darkness of all the Glory of 
God; standing where no foot but His could stand, and laying there 
the foundations of new creation, never to be disturbed; giving 
the creature steadfast happiness and God His rest." 

"'^fone'He did this; in human weakness, yet divine strength, 
'alone' in a place where no foot had trodden before, which none 
will tread again. To Him only could there be such desolation; 
the very height of His essential majesty made but part of the 
infinite horror, which no soul could have room for but His own. 
Let us bow our heads—let us challenge the deepest reverence of 
our hearts—while we gaze but at the outside of that into which 
we can never enter, even within but its outer margin; which it is 
the Glory of His work to have made it impossible for us ever to 
enter."* 

What pen could describe the sufferings of the Holy One, suffer¬ 
ings into which our poor hearts can never enter. Here we behold 
what our redemption cost God and what it cost Him, who is 
God manifested in the flesh. The depths of the atoning work, the 
great sin offering are here before us, as perhaps nowhere else in 
the written Word. Well may we bow our heads and hearts and 
worship as we gaze upon this prophetic picture. 

"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" This is 
the first word we find in this Psalm. He who is God was forsaken 
of God. What a deep mystery! the mystery of all mysteries. 
This word expresses the consummation of all the sufferings of our 
Lord. These very words came from His blessed lips as the 
darkness enshrouded the cross. They bring us face to face with 

'Numerical Bible. 
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the unsearchable depths of His work as the sin bearer, upon whom 
there was laid the iniquity of us all. He who on earth could say, 
"I am not alone" was left alone. He was forsaken of God. The 
spotless One bore the wrath of the righteous God. Jehovah 
bruised Him and put Him to grief. Then it was that He who 
knew no sin was made sin for us. Forsaken of God! The dark¬ 
ened heavens bore witness of it. Heaven had no answer to His 
cry; no angel appeared to strengthen Him, the full penalty of 
sin, a penalty which we cannot understand, had to be paid. All 
the waves and billows broke over His head and He was laid into 
the lowest pit. What must have been the agony of His holy 
soul as He was thus forsaken by God! What suffering when the 
sword smote the fellow of God (Zech. 13:17). But while there 
was no answer from heaven to the question "Why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?", He Himself out of the densest darkness answers 
that question, and in that answer He justified God. "But Thou 
art holy" (verse 4). The holiness of God is the solution of this 
great mystery. But what it all meant! As the sin bearer He 
stood in the presence of the holy God. Then the great transaction 
was done. 

How significant that just this word stands first in the Twenty-
second Psalm. Had man written this description, he would have 
given first an elaborate description of the physical sufferings, what 
man did to Him and perhaps described the awful details of cruci¬ 
fixion, but the Holy Spirit puts the deeds of man, the physical 
sufferings of the Son of God into the background, and the cry of 
the forsaken One into the foreground. Why? We give the 
answer of another. "No act of man could make Him sin for man 
—no suffering from men could make atonement with God; that 
was what was wrought by what passed between God and His 
burdened soul within that curtained chamber, never to be pene¬ 
trated by any foot but His, and from which no cry emerges but 
that pregnant one, the meaning of which is here revealed as far as 
may be for the satisfaction of our conscience and the adoring wor¬ 
ship of our hearts. What man wrought, could only naturally bring 
judgment upon man. What He wrought with God, and through 
Him, brings out from the smitten Rock the river of divine, omnipo¬ 
tent grace." 

Here, then, on the threshold of the twenty-second Psalm we find 
the great atoning work of our Saviour in its deep God ward aspect, 
the source of grace, unfathomable grace, for guilty, lost sinners. 

On the cross when at last the darkness was gone, the sufferings 
ended, the work done, the blessed One said> "It is finished" and 
then he bowed His head and gave up His Spirit. It is very 
precious to see while the twenty-second Psalm begins with "My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" it ends with a word 
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which corresponds to the "it is finished" on the cross. "He hath 
done it." If we ask what? Then let the glory side of this Psalm 
give the answer. All that is to come to this earth in blessing is but 
the result of His own atoning work on the cross. "He hath 
done it."* 

What follows after this solemn opening is the story of the cross, 
its suffering and its shame! What words these are recorded here 
centuries before their literal fulfilment in the man of sorrows, 
acquainted with grief! 

In reading these predictions one is reminded of Jeremiah's 
lament, "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by! Behold and see 
if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow which is brought upon 
me, wherewith Jehovah hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce 
anger" (Lam. 1:12). The night season mentioned in verse 2 must 
refer to Gethsemane. Then He who invited sinners to come to 
Him for rest, had no rest. 

"But I am a worm and not a man, a reproach of men and the 
despised of the people" (verse 6). These are His own words. 
Thus He mourned, the blessed substitute of sinners. The Hebrew 
word "worm" is the word used for the small insect, the coccus, 
from which the scarlet color is obtained by the death of the ani¬ 
mal. It is the color which was needed for the use in the taber¬ 
nacle. Thus He died that our sins, though red as scarlet might 
be white as snow. 

Then there is foretold all the reproach and mockery of the peo¬ 
ple. Men reproached Him; His own people despised and rejected 
Him. "They laugh me to scorn"—"they shoot out the lip"— 
"they shake the head." The language used by the priests and 
elders as they surrounded the cross is given by the Spirit of God. 
"He trusted in the Lord that He should deliver Him, seeing He 

*The denials of the Scripture doctrine of the eternal and conscious punish¬ 
ment of those who die unsaved are becoming more widespread. What does 
such a denial mean? Nothing less than an impeachment of this great work 
of the Son of God on the cross. No such work in deep, unfathomable agony 
was really necessary if man needed only salvation from what is not eternal. 
The bitter cry of the Holy One revealing God's own holiness could never be 
understood if man does not face in his unsaved condition an eternity of dark¬ 
ness and misery. The teaching of the non-eternity of the punishment of the 
unsaved, or the many other theories by which reasoning man, through Satan's 
deception, tries to avoid the plain teachings of Scripture, means nothing less 
than the setting aside of the authority of the Word of God, a denial of the 
Son of God as an infallible teacher (for He taught eternal punishment), and 
a denial of His blessed work on the cross. Such awful denials are involved 
in the rejection of this doctrine. It leads from error to error—from lie to lie. 
If some unsaved person should read these lines we solemnly beseech you to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and turn to Him now, for it is 
written: "He that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 
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delighted in Him" (verse 8). And in all He trusted in God. Yea, 
from His mother's belly, from the womb He trusted in God. 
What & glimpse this gives us of that "holy thing" who is "the 
Wonderful." Only of Him could that be said and not of any other 
child. But now no answer! Forsaken on the cross. 

Here is also a description of His enemies, the dogs and the 
assembly of the wicked—Gentiles and Jews. Satan is seen as 
"the ravening and roaring lion." The whole, awful story of cruci¬ 
fixion is described. This mode of death was unknown among the 
Hebrews. Death by crucifixion was invented by cruel Rome. 
Yet here the Holy Spirit gives a detailed picture and all the attend¬ 
ing sufferings of that terrible death.* "I am poured out like 
water" (excessive perspiration). "All my bones are out of joint" 
(disjointed arms, limbs, shoulders, etc.). "My heart is like wax" 
(heart affected). "My strength is dried up" (extreme weakness). 
"My tongue cleaveth to my jaws" (terrible thirst). "Hands and 
feet pierced." Every bone affected. "I can count all my bones." 
And then we read how He before whom angels veil their faces 
became a gazing stock, "They look and stare upon me." The 
parting of the garments and the casting of lots is likewise predicted. 
Thus the Spirit of Christ foretold what should be His suffering. 
But while He speaks of what men and Satan do unto Him it is 
fully shown that neither man nor Satan could touch His life and 
put Him to death. He addresses God when He said, " Thou hast 
laid me into the dust of death." The death which He suffered 
was according to the will of God and therefore an act of obedience. 
And all has been fulfilled and the blessed One endured the cross 
and despised the shame. But how is it possible that men, yea, 
religious men, men who claim learning and boast of scholarship, can, 
in face of such evidences of inspiration, as we have in this Psalm, 
reject the written Word and also deny the Master who bought 
them! Ah, the depravity of the heart of man! 

With the 20th and 21st verses we reach the end of the first part 
of this Psalm. Prayer is made by Him for deliverance, salvation 
is asked from the lion's mouth, and then follows the triumphant 
outburst, "Thou hast answered me." The answer of God in 
raising Him from the dead and by giving Him Glory, the blessed 
revelation of that Glory which belongs to Him now and the greater 
Glory in the future is predicted in the second part of this 
Psalm. 

*The climax of blasphemy seems to be reached when "Christians" can 
encourage poor benighted Romanists in the dramatization of the death of 
the cross, and can sit and look upon a man on a cross. How little apprecia¬ 
tion and knowledge of the death of the cross such Christians must have! 
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In verse 20 the prayer of the suffering One is mentioned for the 
last time and there is added the fact that He has been heard. 

Save me from the lion's mouth. 
Yea, from the horns of the buffaloes, 
Thou hast answered me. 

The great sufferer on the cross, He who was crucified in weak¬ 
ness, looked to Jehovah and three times in the closing verses of 
this part of the Psalm, His cry for help is recorded. "Oh my 
strength, haste Thee to help me" (verse 19). "Deliver my soul 
from the sword" (verse 20, compare with Zech. 13:7). "Save me 
from the lion's mouth" (verse 21). The lion must mean the great 
adversary, he who has the power of death and whom, through 
death, He has destroyed (1 Peter 5:8; 2 Tim. 4:17; Heb. 2:14). 

In triumph now He breaks forth. God has heard Him, all His 
prayers were answered from the horns of the buffaloes, the wild 
oxen of the deserts. This is a poetic expression describing the 
power of God, which He manifested in answering Him, who died 
on the cross. This is God's power in raising Him from the dead. 
In Ephesians 1:19-23 we read of this power which worked in behalf 
of Him who was forsaken on the cross. It is spoken of as "the 
mighty power" and "the exceeding greatness of His power." 

With the next verse, the twenty-second, we hear the Spirit of 
Christ in David declaring the Glory that should follow. It is 
blessed to trace here the wonderful results of the death of the 
Cross. In the foreground stands the fact that the forsaken One, 
answered by God in His resurrection from the dead, makes known 
the Name of God to His brethren and praises God in the midst of 
the congregation. 

I will declare Thy Name unto my brethren, 
In the midst of the congregation will I praise Thee. 

While we saw Him alone on the cross, we see Him no longer 
so, but He appears in the midst of His brethren and we behold 
Him as the One who receives the travail of His soul. Redeemed 
ones, those whom He has brought to God, are with Him and He 
Himself in their midst sings praises to God; but more than that 
Israel and the nations bow in His presence, the ends of the earth 
turn unto Him and worship before Him. The present Glory of 
Christ and still more His future Glory in the day of His visible 
manifestation is here unfolded to our hearts. 

On the very day of His resurrection He gave the joyful message, 
"Go and tell my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father and your Father; and to my God and your God" (John 
20:17). Two things are noticeable here. He speaks of His 
disciples as "my brethren." In anticipation of His rejection He 
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had mentioned this before the cross (Matt. 12:50). But only after 
His passion on the day of His glorious resurrection do we hear 
Him address His disciples as "my brethren." All who believe on 
Him and accept Him are brought into this blessed relationship. 
"He is not ashamed to call them brethren," because "He that 
sanctifieth and they that are sanctified (in Him and through His 
work) are all of one (God)'" (Heb. 2:11). And He declares God's 
Name, "my Father and your Father; my God and your God." 
A new relationship is brought about for the enjoyment of all who 
trust in Him. We know God, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as our God and our Father. Into this gracious 
relationship all believers are brought through the great work 
accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. 

But in Hebrews 2 we have still more light shed upon this passage. 
Here we find this twenty-second verse quoted, "Saying, I will 
declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church 
will I sing praises unto thee." It is in the midst of those who are 
gathered unto Him that His own voice in praise to God is heard. 
He sings praises in the midst of His own; who are indwelt by His 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit in the New Testament applies this verse 
to the Church. In the foreground of the "Glory that follows," 
stands the Church, which He loved and for which He gave Himself. 

Ye that fear Jehovah, praise Him; 
All ye the seed of Jacob glorify Him; 
And worship Him all ye the seed of Israel. 
For He hath not despised nor abhorred 
The affliction of the afflicted. 
Neither hath He hid His face from Him, 
But when He cried unto Him, He heard. (Verses 23-24.) 

This speaks of the Glory which He will receive from His own 
people; who rejected Him once. The seed of Jacob and all the 
seed of Israel will worship Him. But this does not mean what 
the evil Millennial Dawn system and others teach, that all Israel, 
even their wicked dead, will eventually be raised up and glorify 
Him and enjoy the blessings of redemption. 

The twenty-fourth verse contains the confession of His people, 
who acknowledge then His death and resurrection. The affliction 
of the afflicted means the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, 
and they fully realized then that it was for their sins He was thus 
afflicted. It is that confession which is more fully revealed in 
Isaiah 53:4-5, "Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows, yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God and 
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions. He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed." They acknowl¬ 
edge that God's face is not hidden from Him. He was heard, for 
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God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory. However, 
this acceptance of Himself and His salvation by the seed of Jacob 
will not be till He comes back to this earth in great power and 
glory. Then they shall look upon Him, whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for Him (Zech. 12:10). What a glory will 
be His, when all the seed of Israel will worship and adore Him 
and He will come at last to all His glory as the King of the Jews! 

But this does not end his Glory. There is more Glory to follow 
for the blessed One, who endured the cross and despised the shame. 
Once more we read of a congregation of His praise and that the 
ends of the earth will turn to Jehovah and that all the families of 
the nations are to worship before Him. 

My praise is of Thee in the great congregation, 
I will pay my vows before them that fear Him; 
The meek shall eat and be satisfied, 
They shall praise Jehovah that seek Him; 
Your heart shall live forever. 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to Jehovah 
And all the families of the nations shall worship before Thee. 
For the Kingdom shall be Jehovah's 
And He shall rule among the nations. (Verses 25-28.) 

From the twenty-eighth verse we learn that this refers to the 
Glory of that Kingdom, which is to come. The Kingdoms of this 
earth will be His and in that Kingdom He will rule in righteous¬ 
ness among the nations. To receive the Kingdom He left this 
earth and now at the right hand of God He waits patiently for 
the appointed time, when God will make His enemies His foot¬ 
stool. When He returns He will receive that Kingdom. Blessed 
and glorious future of this dark and sin-cursed earth, revealed in 
these verses! All the ends of the earth, all the families of the 
nations will then turn to Him and do homage before Him. 

Deep yet beautiful is the truth contained in the words, "I will 
pay my vows before them that fear Him, the meek shall eat and 
be satisfied. They shall praise Jehovah that seek Him; your 
heart shall live forever." It is the Lord, who pays His vows. 
But what were His vows, when He went into the pangs of death? 
They were the vows of praising God and making known His Name. 
Thus we read in another Psalm, which prophetically pictures the 
rejection and sufferings of Christ. "I will greatly praise the Lord 
with my mouth; yea, I will praise Him among the multitude" 
(Psa. 109:30). But we see linked with the paying of the vows 
the eating of the meek, so that they are satisfied. This must be 
brought in connection with the Peace offering (Lev. 7:11-20). 
Eating was connected with it and a feast was spread. In Leviticus 
the invitation to the poor to partake of what was left over is not 
given. But through Him who went into the jaws of death, who 
has fulfilled every offering which foreshadowed His own work, 



110 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

and paid His vows, a feast is spread to which the humble can come 
and be satisfied. 

He Himself spoke of that feast in the parable of the great 
supper. But in connection with the Kingdom, the great congre¬ 
gation of nations, another prophecy is given which reveals a 
great feast. "And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And 
He will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over 
all people and the veil that is spread over all nations" (Isa. 25:6-
7). All is the result of His great atoning work on the cross. In 
all this we may also call to our mind the glory side of Isaiah 53, 
"When Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see 
His seed, He shall prolong His days and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in His hand. He shall see of the travail of His 
soul, and shall be satisfied; by His knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities." 

All the fat ones of the earth shall eat and worship; 
All they that go down to the dust shall bow before Him; 
Although He did not keep His own soul alive, 
A seed shall serve Him; it shall be told of the Lord for a generation. 
They shall come and shall declare His righteousness 
Unto a people that shall be born, 
That He has done it. (Verses 29-31.) 

He is the Lord of the living and of the dead (Rom. 14:9). And 
they who go down to the dust must kneel before Him and acknowl¬ 
edge the authority of Him, who did not keep His own soul alive. 
In Philippians 2 we read of His humiliation, that He was obedient 
unto death, the death of the cross. Then His exaltation follows 
where it is mentioned that every knee of things in heaven, on the 
earth, and under the earth must bow at His Name. This does not 
mean the salvation of the wicked dead.* I t is a forced submission. 
"I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear" (Isa. 45-23). "His seed" is now 
mentioned. The full revelation is not and could not be given 
in this Psalm, but with the greater revelation we have in the New 
Testament we know that He is the First-born among many 
brethren and those who are designated as "His seed" are the 
Church. It is that which is quoted in Hebrews 2:13, "Behold I 
and the children, which God hath given me." And that seed, His 
Church, will declare to the nation, yet to be born (the redeemed 
Israel) the righteousness of Jehovah. Prophecy here looks for-

*In Colossians 1: Where the reconciliation of all things, the result of the 
death of the cross is taught, we find things on earth and in heaven mentioned. 
The "things under the earth" are significantly omitted. 
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ward to the coming of that seed and makes the declaration "they 
shall come and shall declare His righteousness." How blessed 
that this Psalm closes with this and speaks of His righteousness! 
It is that righteousness, the righteousness of God, we are made in 
Him. He hath done it! It is all His own blessed work. What 
a wonderful unfolding of the present and future Glory of the Sin-
bearer it is we find recorded in this great twenty-second Psalm! 

THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 

This Psalm is the most beloved and the most used Psalm in the 
whole book. Perhaps there are more expositions of it in existence 
than of any other Psalm. The saints of God have always de¬ 
lighted in it. The orthodox Jews love it, and the unorthodox, so 
called reformed Jews, also make use of it in their synagogical 
services. It has often been pointed out that in the preceding 
Psalm the Messiah, Christ our Lord, is seen prophetically as the 
good shepherd. Thus he announced Himself when on earth. "I 
am the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep" (John 10:11). The suffering of the good shepherd as He 
gave His life for the sheep is wonderfully foretold, as we have seen, 
in the twenty-second Psalm. The twenty-third reveals Him as the 
great Shepherd of the sheep whom "the God of peace hath brought 
again from the dead, through the blood of the everlasting cove¬ 
nant" (Heb. 13:20). Without the twenty-second Psalm there 
could be no twenty-third. Without a Christ who died for our sins 
there could not be for guilty sinners the comfort and the gracious 
provision announced and promised in the psalm of the risen Christ. 
He who denies that Christ died as the good Shepherd for our sins 
has no claim on the comfort of the Christ as the Shepherd of the 
sheep. Nor has the unsaved a right to say "the Lord is my Shep¬ 
herd, I shall not want." 

Before we quote the text and give a very brief exposition 
of this inspired gem, we must consider another fact. While we 
apply this Psalm, and apply it rightly, to ourselves, we must not 
forget that Christ is not alone our Shepherd, but He is the Shepherd 
of Israel. The interpretation of this Psalm to Israel and their 
covenant promises has been mostly overlooked. Throughout the 
Old Testament the Messiah is spoken of as the Shepherd of His 
people Israel. Jacob was the first who used this expression. He 
was himself, like David, a shepherd, keeping flocks. In blessing 
Joseph (that blessed type of Christ) he said "the God which fed me 
all my life long unto this day" (Gen. 48:15). The Hebrew is dif¬ 
ferent for it contains the words "my shepherd" and the sentence 
should be rendered "my Shepherd who fed me all my life long unto 
this day." And when finally on his dying bed he prophesied, the 
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aged patriarch mentioned the shepherd again in connection with 
Joseph, for he said, "from thence is the Shepherd, the stone of 
Israel" (Gen. 49:24). That he spoke of the Lord as Shepherd only 
in connection with his beloved Joseph is significant in itself. 
Joseph, as is well known, had been rejected by his own brethren; 
he had been sold by them into the hands of the Gentiles. As the 
prime minister in Egypt he became their saviour; through him the 
wants of Egypt were supplied and finally he became the saviour 
of his own brethren. 

In Psalm 80 we read of the Shepherd of Israel again. "Give 
ear, O Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 
Thou that dwellest between the Cherubim, shine forth." And 
in Psalm 95:7 the pious in Israel confess themselves as His sheep. 
Isaiah, and his contemporary, the prophet Micah, mention the 
Lord as Israel's Shepherd. (Isa. 40:11). Micah calls Israel "the 
flock of Thine inheritance" (Micah. 7:14). The greatest prophecy 
of the Shepherd of Israel is found in the prophet Ezekiel. A whole 
chapter is devoted to this theme. In this chapter the false shep¬ 
herds of Israel are exposed. The condition of the sheep of Israel 
is described, they are a scattered flock and become the prey of wild 
beasts. Then He speaks of what He will do for His scattered 
sheep (Ezek. 34:11-13, 15). 

When the Shepherd and Stone of Israel appeared on earth in the 
form of a servant, He came first of all for "the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." He sent His messengers to none but to the sheep 
of Israel. He had great compassion for them "because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd." In the Gospel of John we hear 
Him speak of the sheep who come forth from the Jewish fold, and 
the other sheep who will hear His voice and become one flock (the 
Church). But the Shepherd of Israel was rejected by His own 
nation. The prophecy of Zechariah was fulfilled (Zech. 13:7). 

Some day He will act as the compassionate Shepherd of Israel. 
He who was rejected, as Joseph was rejected, will come again and 
gather the outcast of Israel. He will gather them as a Shepherd 
gathers the sheep. Then the believing remnant of Israel, when 
the day of spiritual and national restoration and blessing has come, 
will break forth in singing, and we take it that in the glorious 
hymnology the twenty-third Psalm will have a prominent place. 

And now we turn to the Psalm itself. Like the first Psalm it is 
best divided into two sections, each of three verses. Over the first 
(verses 1-3) we put the word "Assurance"; over the second (verses 
4-6) the word "Comfort." We shrink from making any changes 
in the translation. As it is, the authorized version, can hardly be 
improved upon. The different paraphrases, like Moffat's and 
others, are unworthy of consideration. We do not care to disturb 
the wording of the King James version, which for over three him-
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dred years has brought such unspeakable assurance and comfort to 
millions of His children. 

I. Assurance. (Verses 1-3.) 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in greeen pastures; 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 
For His Name's sake. 

To be able to say, "The Lord is my Shepherd" one must belong 
to Him and be one of His sheep. By nature we are not. "All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way" (Isa. 53:6). He came to seek and to save that which 
was lost. In the parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7) He speaks 
of Himself as the seeking Shepherd. Not the sheep which is lost 
seeks the Shepherd, but the Shepherd seeks the sheep. So He 
comes and seeks us individually, and when we believe on Him as 
the Shepherd who died in our stead we become His sheep and 
He becomes our Shepherd. "For ye were as sheep going astray; 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" 
(1 Peter 2:25). "And when He hath found it, He layeth it on 
His shoulders, rejoicing" (Luke 15:5). Nor does He put His found 
sheep from His shoulder till home is reached. He carries His 
sheep upon His shoulder, which is the symbol of power; He 
carries them in His bosom, the symbol of His never ending love. 
As we who know Him and belong to Him, can say "The Lord is 
my Shepherd," we can add in full assurance of faith, "I shall 
not want." He is the all-mighty, the all-wise, the all-loving, the 
never changing Lord. Neither His power, nor His love can ever 
dimmish. In His Shepherd's love He provides for all His sheep 
need; in His Shepherd's care He watches over them. How dif¬ 
ferent our lives would be as His children if our hearts were ever 
centered upon Him as our Shepherd and if we would continually 
expect all things from Him only! All we need is found in Him. 
As we say, "He is my Shepherd" we should be delivered from all 
anxiety and from all care. If we worry and are anxious with such 
a One who loves and cares, it is because we do not trust Him fully. 
Faith should say, "I cannot want." 

"He maketh me to lie down in green pastures." Pasture and 
rest He gives to His sheep. This also is mentioned by Himself 
in the Gospel of John. "I am the Door; by Me if any man enter 
in he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture" 
(John 10:9). It brings before us a peaceful scene. A flock of 
sheep quietly grazing in pasture and then, after feeding, lying 
down in the green pastures to chew the cud. The sheep, like 
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other ruminants, after having taken food, rest, and the food comes 
up to be chewed over again. The contented posture of resting 
sheep, chewing the cud, shows what a pleasure it must give them. 
And so have we, His sheep, green pastures where we feed. Need¬ 
less to say the place He has provided for His sheep to find pasture 
is His Word. Therein is provided the food the sheep of Christ 
need, the food which is He Himself. To eat of Him and to drink 
of Him, this is our pasture. Then to rest in the pasture and rest¬ 
ing to absorb it in assimilation so that it becomes a part of our¬ 
selves! He also leadeth beside the still (quiet) waters. There 
we find as His sheep refreshment. He supplies the pasture; He 
gives the rest and leads beside the quiet waters, where all is rest. 
"He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the paths of righteous¬ 
ness for His Name's sake." Some have changed the word 
"restore" to "refresh."* But this is incorrect, for the Hebrew 
word Shuv means "to turn about"—"to be converted" and "to 
repent." The sheep of Christ often wander away from the Shep¬ 
herd; they stray into by-paths and then having wandered into 
the desert of the world, where there is no pasture for the sheep 
of Christ, they have lost the sense of their fellowship with Him. 
We ever need to be reminded how true it is 

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love. 

Some of the people who call themselves "holiness people" and 
claim to possess perfect sanctification through some kind of an 
experience, deny this tendency of the human heart. This delu¬ 
sion is often answered by the gross sins of these unscriptural 
perfectionists. All spiritually minded believers know this tend¬ 
ency to wander from His side. But when we have strayed from 
Him He brings us back by His gracious power and the result of 
this restoration is, that we are led afresh in the paths of righteous¬ 
ness for His Name's sake. He is the righteous, holy Lord, that 
is His Name, and His sheep, for whom He died, for whom He 
carh and whom He never leaves nor forsakes, must follow Him 
in t e same paths of righteousness which the Shepherd trod while 
on earth. "The restoration of the soul, as connected with His 
leading us in righteous paths, would naturally be, therefore, cor¬ 
rection by His grace of that continual tendency to wander, which 
the more we "hunger and thirst after righteousness" the more we 
shall discover and confess to be in us. How greatly we are His 
debtors for this keeping grace of His, eternity alone will tell. Our 
resource is that tender ministry of His which He invites us to 
receive, not simply when we are conscious of straying, but when 

*So Luther translated Er erfuicket meine Seele—He refreshes my soul. 
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we may be still unconscious of it. The dust of evil settles easily, 
and without giving alarm, in a world in which Satan is "the prince 
of the power in the air"; and the mirror of conscience becomes 
quickly dimmed. Thus our constant need of recourse to Him 
who, girded and ready, desires to use the water and the towel 
on our behalf, and whose word is, "Except I wash thee, thou hast 
no part with Me." Was it because they knew the need? or 
because He knew it? And the words with which we come to 
Him are not "Lord, I have searched and tried myself—and I have 
seen," but rather "Search me, O Lord, and try me; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me; and lead me in the way ever¬ 
lasting."* 

II. Comfort. (Verses 4-6.) 

Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies, 
Thou anointest my head with oil. 
My cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

While the valley of the shadow of death includes, as it is gener¬ 
ally stated, the passing out of this life, it has also a wider applica¬ 
tion. The shadow of death is indeed upon everything in this life. 
It all bears the stamp of decay and death. All seen things are but 
for a moment. In the midst of these earthly scenes of uncertainty 
and change, the believer can say in utmost confidence, "I will fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me." Come what may I belong to Him 
who is my Shepherd and He will take care of His sheep! Let trials 
and afflictions come, let sorrows be multiplied, I will fear no evil, 
for under His loving care evil cannot reach me, and if that comes 
which men call evil, it too must be good. 

Metaphysical cults like "Christian Science" and "New 
Thought" and others make much of this sentence, "I will fear no 
evil." Why should not we who believe on Him? Fear is the 
common and the most subtle expression of distrust. Is He to be 
distrusted? Fear is unworthy of a true believer for it dishonors 
Him. "I will trust and not be afraid" should be our daily aim. 

And if we should have to enter the valley of the shadow of death 
(for not all Christians will enter into that valley—1 Cor. 15:51), 
there is no need to fear, when the silver cord is about to break. 
The Shepherd of the sheep passed through death; He conquered 
death and the grave and triumphantly the child of God can say 
" 0 death, where is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory?" 

*P. W. Grant in the "Numerical Bible." 
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With Him alongside, the dying believer does not see the opening 
of the jaws of death, but the opening of the gates of glory. Many 
times have we written to those who were facing serious illness, 
or a serious operation, to fix this one sentence in the mind, "I will 
fear no evil for Thou art with me" and never to relinquish this 
thought of His gracious and almighty presence. His rod and His 
staff are our comforts. The Shepherd carries a rod and a staff 
and both are for the comfort of the sheep. The rod is the emblem 
of authority. Moses' rod stretched across the sea parted the waves 
and made a way through the sea. His rod is still outstretched 
in behalf of His people. The staff is that on which the shepherd 
leans. He, who is our great Shepherd, risen from the dead, needs 
no staff. The staff which He has for His sheep is His Word; 
on this we lean as we trust Him. So all must be and will be well. 

Then the scene changes. The Shepherd has a table spread for 
His sheep in the presence of their enemies. Here we can think 
of the Lord's table with the bread and wine, the symbols of His 
Love. As we worship at that table we remember Him, the good 
Shepherd who died for the sheep. We show forth the Lord's 
death. And while we remember Him there are onlookers. The 
Lord Himself is in the midst and angels behold the worship. But 
our enemies too are looking on. The table spread, telling forth 
His conquering love, is the table of victory. Here triumphantly 
the heart can sing: "If God be for us, who can be against us? He 
that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall 
lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
Who is He that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us" (Rom. 8:31-34) At this spread table 
we look forward to the final victory when the chief Shepherd of 
the sheep will appear with the reward crowns. The head is 
anointed with oil, the symbol of the gift of the Holy Spirit. There 
is overflowing abundance, overflowing joy, for we are blessed in 
Him with every spiritual blessing. 

Then eternity comes before us, the blessed thought with which 
this Psalm closes and with which the next begins. Goodness and 
mercy will surely follow all the days of our lives. Yea in Him, under 
Him and with Him all must be goodness and mercy. And then "the 
house of the Lord!" "I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever." This thought was the greatest for a Jewish believer, for it 
expresses the thought of being in His presence in His dwelling 
place. But for us "the house of the Lord" is "the Father's 
House" with its many mansions. He who left the promise, "I 
will come again and receive you unto Myself that where I am 
ye may be also," will come again and take us to the Father's 
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House, to be for ever with Him. "They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of water, and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. 7:16, 17). 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. What shall I not 
want? I shall not want pasture, rest, drink, quietness, restora¬ 
tion, guidance, companionship, comfort, victory, the Holy Spirit, 
joy, overflowing joy—I shall not want anything in time; I shall not 
want anything in all eternity. 

THE TWENTY-FOURTH PSALM 

This Psalm completes the series of Messianic Psalms which 
began with the Sixteenth Psalm. Tradition claims that this Psalm 
was composed when the ark was brought from Kirjath Jearim to 
Mount Zion, where David had it set up in a tabernacle (2 Sam. 
6). The construction of the Psalm shows that it was probably 
sung in antiphonal measure. The Jewish historian Josephus says 
that seven choirs of singers and musicians preceded the ark at 
this occasion and the Psalm was beautifully chanted. We give 
a possible arrangement of the Psalm as it may have been used in 
worship. 

The Chorus of the procession* 
The earth is the Lord's and its fulness, 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 
For He, He hath founded it upon the seas, 
And established it upon the floods. 

A single Voice 
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, 
And who shall stand in His holy place? 

An answering Voice 
He that has innocent hands and a pure heart. 
He that does not lift up his soul to vanity. 
And sweareth not deceitfully. 

The Chorus of the procession 
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
This is the generation of them that seek Him, 
Who seek Thy face in Jacob. 

On entering Zion the Chorus sings 
Lift up your heads, ye gates, 
And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, 
And the King of Glory shall come in. 

*After Prof. F. Delitzsch. 
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A Voice from the gatet 
Who i» this King of Glory? 

The answering Chorui 
The Lord strong and mighty, 
The Lord mighty in war. 
Lift up your heads, ye gates, 
Yea, lift up, ye everlasting doors. 
And the King of Glory shall come in. 

Another Voice 
Who is this King of Glory? i 

The answering Chorus 
The Lord of hosts, 
He is the King of Glory. 

We divide the Psalm into two parts. In the first part (verses 
1-6) we find a description of those who will dwell with the Lord 
in the day of His glorious manifestation. In the second part we 
see the manifestation of the Shepherd-King after His glorious 
conquest. 

I. Who Shall Dwell With Him. (Verses 1-6.) 
The Psalm begins with the majestic declaration that the earth 

is the Lord's and the fulness thereof, as well as the world and they 
that dwell therein. The Lord is seen here claiming what is His 
by right of creation. This Creator-Lord is He by whom and for 
whom all things were made, and who is also Creation's Redeemer, 
because He paid the redemption price in His sacrificial death. 
He whom we saw in the Twenty-second Psalm as the suffering 
One, and in the Twenty-third Psalm as the risen One, the great 
Shepherd of His sheep for whom He died, is now seen in possession 
of the whole earth. The day of His triumph has come and He 
received "the uttermost parts of the earth" for His possession, 
"and the nations of the earth for His inheritance" (Psa. 2). 

The words, "He hath founded it upon the seas (*) and estab¬ 
lished it upon the floods," must be connected with the third day 
in the first chapter of the Bible. In that day the waters were 
gathered together and the dry earth appeared out of the waters 
which had submerged it, the first great type in the Word of God 
of the great truth of "life out of death," or resurrection. But 
here is another establishment of the earth. In Genesis 1:9 the 
earth comes out of the chaos of a great pre-historic judgment. 
When sin and death came into God's good creation, the earth 
was plunged into another chaos. But now the earth is estab-

*The Vulgate version (used by Romanists) reads "super maria"—upon 
Marx Roman Catholic interpreters have changed this text and have made 
out of it "Super Maria"—upon the (Virgin) Mary. Here is a sample of 
Rome's perversion. 
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lished, it has experienced a regeneration (Matt. 19:28). That 
regeneration, or new birth, was preceded by travail pains and 
sorrows. This is indicated by the word "floods" which typically 
means, strife, and opposition against God (see Psa. 32:6; Isa. 
59:19; Jer. 47:2; Dan. 9:26). In the ninety-third Psalm, where 
also the reign of the Lord is celebrated, and the world is seen 
established, we read of the floods which precede His coming to 
claim the throne over all the earth. The floods had lifted up 
their voice, the floods lifted up their waves, but the Lord mani¬ 
fested Himself mightier than the noise of many waters and the 
mighty waves of the sea (Psa. 93:2-5). The days of the predicted 
great tribulation, the time of Jacob's trouble, are passed. The 
Lord displays His power and, above all the tumultuous waters 
and floods of opposition, the earth, and on the earth His throne, 
is established. 

But when He comes and establishes His throne upon the holy 
hill of Zion, when He is manifested who is the Holy One of Israel, 
the holy Lord and righteous King, who can ascend to that hill, 
or stand in His holy place? The answer follows. Before we 
meditate on it briefly we remind our readers that the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ has no place whatever in this Psalm. It 
concerns the remnant of Israel. True believers in our dispensa¬ 
tion do not wait for the great tribulation, for the manifestation 
of the powers of evil and for the visible return of Israel's King, 
nor do they expect that in that day they will go to the holy hill 
of Zion and worship before the King. This is the Jewish hope. 
Ours is a better hope. We wait for the Lord to take us, not to 
an earthly place, but to the Father's house. Here it is the ques¬ 
tion of fitness to be in His presence when His millennial reign 
begins over the earth. The answer given demands practical right¬ 
eousness, clean hands and a pure heart, and who does not lift up his 
soul, in self-exaltation, to vanity and swears not deceitfully. But 
clean hands, a pure heart and humility are the fruits of faith. 
The remnant of Israel is here before us. During the tribulation 
they believed and were therefore born again. They turned to the 
Lord and manifested, as believers must manifest at all times, their 
faith by practical righteousness. They are the generation of 
them that seek Him (verse 6). And besides this converted rem¬ 
nant of Israel, fit to be in the earthly, millennial kingdom, there 
are the nations which turn to the Lord in repentance during the 
tribulation-period, and these nations, accepting the final offer of 
mercy before He appears, learn righteousness then. "When Thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will 
learn righteousness" (Isa, 26:9). It is the great truth that the 
new birth is needed in order to be in the kingdom of God. Israel 
to be in the kingdom must be born again, and so must the Gentiles. 
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Such then, who have believed; not the apostates, the un¬ 
believers; and those who manifest their faith in a practical right¬ 
eousness, shall ascend to Jehovah's hill and shall stand in His holy 
place. Such shall receive the blessing from Jehovah, the millen¬ 
nial blessings, and also righteousness from the God of his salva¬ 
tion. Righteousness is the gift of salvation and salvation is 
obtained by those who believe. 

II. The King of Glory Entering in as the Great Conqueror. 
(Verses 7-10.) 

Revelation 19:11-16 should be read with this sublime description 
of the King of Glory entering in. He is the rider upon the white 
horse, symbolical of His all prevailing victory; He comes after His 
conquest to enter His temple. Read also Isaiah 63:1-6. The 
conquest of Zion by David in the power of God may be the his¬ 
torical background of this portion of the Psalm. It was a great 
day when David had conquered Zion and gamed the victory, when 
the gates of Zion opened to let him in. But how far greater will 
be the day when the true King comes, so long rejected and dis¬ 
honored by Jew and Gentile! The gates which were so long closed 
against Hun are commanded to open for the entrance of the King 
of Glory. Every obstacle is now removed. All opposition is 
downed. The question asked; "Who is this King of Glory?" is 
answered in a different way from what we hear today. They 
speak in Christendom of the kingship and leadership of Jesus, but 
they deny His Deity or His Saviourhood. They speak of social 
conditions and their betterment as the kingdom of God, and that 
Jesus is king in this sense of the word. But when He comes, He is 
manifested as Jehovah, the Lord almighty, the Lord all victorious, 
before whom His enemies must lick the dust (Psa. 72:9). He has 
dealt with them and they are now the footstool of His feet. Once 
more the appeal is made, "Lift up your heads, ye gates; and lift 
them up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come 
in." Then the question again, "Who is this King of Glory?" 

"As when of old, in the presence of the risen Lord, the disciples 
'believed not for joy and wondered' so here the wondrous truth 
is too great for sudden admittance; it is not easy for the gates to 
lift themselves so high Listen, long desolate Zion! 
Listen O earth, planet that hast been indeed a 'wanderer' among 
the stars, lost prodigal, darkened with the dust of thy servitude, 
and stranger to the heart of God; there is to be merriment and 
gladness over thee, restored, prodigal, brought back into the 
brotherhood of stars that shine forever. Listen! Jehovah of 
hosts, He is the King of Glory."* 

*F. W. Grant. 
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What wonderful days will come when He is upon the throne! 
What glorious times are in store for this earth when all groans will 
cease and songs of praise and gladness will be heard from every 
continent, from every nation and tribe! Vain is all hope for man 
to bring in the Hallelujah times of the ages, by his own efforts. 
All that is written will surely come when the King of Glory comes, 
when the Chief Shepherd appears. 

THE TWENTY-FIFTH PSALM 

We begin now a new section which extends from the Twenty-
fifth to the Thirty-ninth Psalm. All of these fifteen Psalms are 
Davidic except one, the Thirty-third. Much in these Psalms 
was undoubtedly David's personal experience. Prophetically 
these Psalms give the deep soul exercise of the Godly remnant of 
Israel in the time of trouble and distress. Here also we can trace 
some of our Lord's experiences when He walked on earth in perfect 
trust and obedience. Caution, however, is needed in applying 
everything to our Lord. Some of the present day errorists of the 
"faith healing" kind, in order to sustain their wrong teachings that 
our Lord carried literally bodily diseases when on earth, have 
applied Psalm 38:7 to Him. "For my loins are filled with a loath¬ 
some disease and there is no soundness in my flesh." This is 
wrong and bad teaching. His body was holy; it knew no sin. 
Disease could not exist in such a body, nor had death a claim on 
the physical body of our Lord, because both, sickness and death, 
are the results of sin. 

These fifteen Psalms are rich in spiritual food. There is much 
comfort for the Saints of God at all times in these Psalms. Though 
the full blessing of believers under grace is not revealed in the 
Psalms, the expressions of trust in the Lord, confidence in Him 
and in his guidance belong to the New Testament believers as 
well as to Israel's future faithful, waiting remnant. Yet the 
Jewish application must also not be overlooked. 

We shall make a brief study of these Psalms of this section. 
The Twenty-fifth Psalm, which heads this division, is a prayer for 
mercy and deliverance. We divide the Psalm into three parts: 

I. Prayer and Dependence on the Lord. (Verses 1-7). 
Unto Thee, Jehovah, 
Do I lift up my soul. 
My God, I have trusted in Thee; 
Let me not be ashamed. 
Let not mine enemies triumph over me. 
Yea, none that wait on Thee shall be ashamed. 
They shall be ashamed, which deal falsely without a cause, 
Make me to know Thy ways, O Jehovah! 
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Teach me Thy paths! 
Lead me in Thy Truth, and teach me; 
For thou art the God of my salvation, 
On Thee do I wait all the day. 
Remember Jehovah, Thy tender mercies and Thy loving-kindnesses. 
For they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions. 
According to Thy mercy remember Thou me. 
For Thy goodness' sake, Jehovah. 

This is an alphabetical Psalm. The different letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet are found at the beginning of each verse with 
the exception of two letters which are missing (the letters vau and 
Tcoph). Deeper meaning must be connected with the different 
imperfect alphabetical Psalms. The imperfection testifies to our 
imperfect knowledge to grasp fully divine things. The perfect 
alphabetical Psalm is the One hundred and nineteenth, which con¬ 
tains the perfect praise of converted Israel, exalting the law, in 
the day of their conversion, when the blessing of their new cove¬ 
nant, the law written in their hearts (Jer. 31:33) has come. 

The Psalm before us begins with prayer, and here we find 
beautiful expressions of dependence on the Lord. Prophetically 
we see in these utterances the seeking of the godly Israelites, the 
remnant, their confidence in the Lord, their humiliation and con¬ 
fession of sin. Some Christians who believe, as the Bible teaches, 
in the literal restoration of Israel to their home-land and the 
fulfilment of the spiritual blessings promised to them, think that it 
means all the Jews. This is nowhere taught in the Word of God. 
The blessings promised to the nation will be accomplished in the 
remnant who still hold to the Word and the promises of God. 
The great mass of modern Jews, rationalists, infidels, materialistic 
and atheistic, will be cut off by the judgments of the Lord. While 
apostates in Christendom have no share in the blessings promised 
to the real believers, apostate Jews will never share in the national 
promises and blessings. Here, then, is the prophetic record of 
their prayer and dependence. There is longing for Jehovah; the 
soul looks to Him. They had forgotten Him, but now they return 
and seek His face. They had gone in their own ways, but now 
they pray, "Show me Thy ways, teach me Thy paths . 
lead me in Thy truth." Thus they look to Him now for deliver¬ 
ance from their enemies, as well as for forgiveness, the display of 
His mercy and of His salvation. They trust and wait for they 
are assured that none who wait on the Lord will ever be ashamed. 
Three times in prayer the word "remember" is used: "Remember, 
O Jehovah, Thy tender mercies and Thy loving kindnesses; 
remember not the sins of my youth; remember Thou me." Such 
prayers and pleadings will be answered; such trust and con¬ 
fidence and dependence on the mercies of the Lord can not remain 
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unanswered. As one has said, "Whenever did the answer come 
from God, 'You have counted on Me too much; you have imagined 
in Me a mercy that I have not!' " Surely the Lord, whose mercy 
endureth for ever, will never permit us to think too highly of His 
goodness and mercy. Mercy will be crowned some day when the 
Deliverer comes to Zion to turn away ungodliness from Jacob, 
when He does what He promised, "I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sins no more" (Jer. 31:34). 

Apart from this prophetic interpretation the individual believer 
can also find spiritual help here. True prayer is the lifting up of 
the soul unto Jehovah. Trusting in the Lord, we know that we 
shall never be ashamed. We, too, must pray and perhaps pray 
as never before, "Make me to know Thy ways, O Jehovah, teach 
me Thy paths," for we have great need to know in these days of 
confusion and many by-paths which lead away from Him, what 
are His own ways, the ways in which alone we can please Him. 
How necessary, and equally blessed it is to practice the fifth 
verse. How different many a day of our Christian lives would 
be if we were to pray earnestly, "Lead me in Thy truth, and 
teach me; for Thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do 
I wait all the day." 

II. Confidence and Assurance. (Verses 8-14.) 

Good and upright is Jehovah, 
Therefore will He guide sinners in the way. 
The humble will He guide in judgment, 
And the humble will He teach His way. 
All the paths of Jehovah are mercy and truth. 
For such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
For Thy Name's sake, Jehovah, 
Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. 
What man is he that feareth Jehovah? 
He shall teach him in the way He shall choose. 
His soul shall dwell in prosperity, 
And his seed shall inherit the land. 
The secret of Jehovah is with them that fear Him, 
And He will show them His covenant. 

Here are the expressions of confidence and assurance. Both 
rest on the unchangeable character of Jehovah. God is light and 
God is love. He is good and upright; and His goodness, His love 
and His righteousness are revealed in His salvation for sinners, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ His Son. Therefore will He guide 
sinners in the way. The remnant of Israel will experience this 
some day through Him who died for that nation. There is the 
assurance that He will guide the humble in judgment and teach 
them His way. As we confess our nothingness and our ignor¬ 
ance, He will open our understanding and teach us His way, 
and by His Spirit lead us into all truth. And all His paths are 
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mercy and truth for those who observe His covenant and His 
testimonies. This points forward to that new covenant of which 
Jeremiah bears witness (Jer. 31:31-34). We, sinners of the 
Gentiles, possess the blessings of the new covenant while all 
Israel is still waiting for the time when this great covenant will 
bring them the promised blessings. Then there is once more the 
prayer to pardon iniquity (verse 11). Iniquity may be great, but 
His saving Name and saving power is greater. The true fear of 
the Lord will result in being taught in the way He chooseth. It 
is not the way we choose, but the way He, the Lord chooseth for 
him who fears Him. To the remnant is promised prosperity and 
the inheritance of the land, while we, who have a heavenly in¬ 
heritance, as we walk in the fear of the Lord in the way He 
chooseth for us, shall possess our possession, and enjoy the bless¬ 
ings with which He has blessed us in Christ in the heavenly 
places. 

III. Trial, Distress, and Deliverance. (Verses 15-22.) 
Mine eyes are ever toward Jehovah, 
For He shall bring my foot out of the net. 
Turn toward me and be gracious unto me; 
For I am solitary and afflicted. 
The troubles of my heart are increased; 
Bring me out of my troubles. 
Look on mine affliction and my travail 
And forgive all my sins. 
Look on mine enemies, for they are many, 
And they hate me with strong hatred. 
Keep my soul and deliver me; 
Let me not be ashamed, for I trust in Thee. 
Integrity and uprightness shall preserve me, 
For I wait on Thee. 
Redeem Israel, O God, 
Out of all his troubles. 

In this final section we are face to face with the coming, final 
day of Israel's trouble. Such a day is coming. It is almost in¬ 
conceivable that certain teachers, who claim to believe the Bible, 
can say that there is no great tribulation coming in the future. 
They tell us that the great tribulation is a thing of the past and 
some go so far as to declare that there is nothing in store for 
Israel, that a literal restoration of that nation to their land will 
never take place. The last chapter of Daniel shows that the 
deniers of a future great tribulation are wrong, that they err, not 
knowing the Scriptures. There we read of a time of trouble, such 
as never was since there was a nation even to that same time. 
But'when that time of trouble comes a great deliverance follows. 
Has that deliverance been in the past? Was Daniel 12:2 ful¬ 
filled in the year 70 A. D. ? The words of our Lord in Matthew 24 
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show the same great tribulation and the same results which 
follow. That the tribulation of which the Lord speaks precedes 
His visible and glorious return does not take a strong intellect 
to see, the mind of a child can grasp it. What fine-spun theories 
and foolish inventions have not been made to explain away the 
fact of a coming day of trouble. We see then here this remnant 
(not the true Church) passing through the day of Jacob's trouble. 
They look up; they realize only the Lord can deliver them out of 
the net and from the enemies which hate them with cruel and 
strong hatred. They have great afflictions; they pass through 
deep waters. But the final prayer of this Psalm will be ultimately 
answered, "Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles." 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH PSALM 

This Psalm contains an appeal to the Lord on account of the 
righteousness of the petitioner. We do not know when David 
wrote this Psalm. Some think that it must have been during the 
rebellion of Absalom, on account of the words "vain persons" 
and "dissemblers" found in the. fourth verse. That some of 
David's experience is reflected in this Psalm is unquestionably 
true. Here also believers can trace their experience, but above 
all we see prophetically in this Psalm the pleadings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ as the perfect Man, and we find here a moral por¬ 
trait of Himself and His priestly character. We divide this 
Psalm into three sections. 

I. Pleading Integrity. (Verses 1-3.) 
Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in mine integrity, 
I have trusted also in Jehovah without wavering. 
Prove me, Jehovah, and try me, 
Try my reins and my heart. 
For Thy loving-kindness is before mine eyes. 
And I have walked in Thy truth. 

These opening verses describe one who walked in his integrity, 
that is, in uprighteousness of heart, with sincere intention, free 
from all sinful intent, in pureness and guilelessness. The Lord 
characterized thus David's walk before Him. When He appeared 
the second time to Solomon, He reminded him of his father 
David in the following words: "And if thou wilt walk before 
me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, 
and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments, then I will establish 
the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel forever, as I promised to 
David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon 
the throne of Israel" (1 Kings 9:4, 5). While David walked in 



126 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

integrity, though sinful and far from being perfect, his son, 
Solomon, failed miserably. But there is another Son of David, 
who is both the root and the offspring of David, both David's 
Son and David's Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ. He only can make 
such an appeal perfectly. Many times David did not trust 
Jehovah without wavering; but the perfect One always trusted in 
God and never failed. Nor do we find here any confession of sin, 
for He was the sinless One. He speaks to the all-seeing One to 
prove and to try him. These two words "prove" and "try" are 
words used in connection with the testing of metals, that is, 
assaying. Both the reins, the seat of emotion, and the heart, the 
very center of life, were tested; the Prince of this world came and 
found nothing in Him. 

The New Testament believer walking in faith must also mani¬ 
fest such integrity, such a Godward bent, for such is the fruit of 
true faith. And knowing in his innermost soul that his aim is 
to please God, he can likewise ask Him to prove, and to try him. 
Such a walk has always His loving kindness in view and is there¬ 
fore a walk in His truth. 

II. Pleading Separation. (Verses 4-8.) 

I have not sat with false persons, 
And do not go with dissemblers. 
I hate the congregation of evil-doers. 
And I do not sit with the ungodly. 
I will wash my hands in innocency, i 
And will compass Thine altar, Jehovah; 
That the voice of thanksgiving may be heard. 
And tell of all Thy wondrous works. 
Jehovah, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, 
And the place where Thy glory dwelleth. 

This Psalm reminds of the First Psalm, the Psalm of the perfect 
man, who is separated from the ungodly and walks not in their 
counsel. The godly are separated from evil. It was demanded of 
Israel in the Old Testament, and of us New Testament believers 
as well (2 Cor. 6:14-18). So David pleads the fact of his separa¬ 
tion in connection with the Levitical law of washing (See Exod. 
30:17-21 and Deut. 21:6). Defilement mu.st be removed in order 
to be in the presence of God and to love the habitation of His 
house, where His glory dwelleth. While ail this is Jewish, for our 
dispensation knows nothing of a fixed dwelling place of His glory 
on earth, the great principles are the same today. His people 
must be separated from evil; this separation cannot be maintained 
except by washing and cleansing, so graciously provided by our 
Lord (symbolized in the act of His washing the disciples' feet) 
and so we can love His presence and enjoy His fellowship. In 
all these meditations we must think of Him who was completely 
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separated from sinners, who was harmless, holy and undefiled. 
He needed no laver of purification to fit Him to approach Jehovah's 
altar, as the priests had to do. Nor must we overlook the appli¬ 
cation of all these statements to the future godly remnant of 
Israel, whose pleadings we also find foreshadowed in this Psalm. 

III. Redeem and be Gracious. (Verses 9-12.) 
Gather not my soul with sinners, 
Nor my life with bloody men; 
In whose hands are evil devices; 
And their right hand is full of bribes. 
But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity. 
Redeem me and be gracious unto me! 
My foot standeth upon even ground, 
In the congregations will I bless Jehovah. 

The Old Testament Saints could pray thus, the New Testament 
teaching gives the true believer perfect assurance that his soul 
can never be gathered with sinners and that we have a perfect, 
a full and an eternal redemption. The closing two verses find a 
good application in connection with the godly remnant of Israel. 
"Verses eleven and twelve may be viewed as the language of the 
Spirit of Christ speaking in sympathy with the faithful remnant, 
who in their appointed season will return to the mighty God of 
Jacob and become known among the nations as the seed whom He 
hath blessed. The prayer of faith anticipates the time of Israel's 
manifested position among the congregations of the earth, when, 
with feet firm set upon that truth which once had been their 
stumbling stone and rock of offense, they shall be called the priests 
of Jehovah, and men shall name them the ministers of their 
God." (Isa. 61:6).* 

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This is a deeply spiritual Psalm filled with some of the choicest 
expressions of faith, heart longings and assuring comfort. It is 
another Davidic Psalm and some claim that it must have been 
composed during the rebellion of Absalom. On account of the 
words of the tenth verse some expositors think that the second 
half of this Psalm could not have been written by David. So 
Professor Delitzsch says, "one is tempted to regard verses 7-14 
as the append ate of another writer." 

We divide this Psalm into two sections: I. Triumphant Con¬ 
fidence in Jehovah and longing for the sanctuary (verses 1-6); 
II. Prayer for help and sustenance (verses 7-14). 

*F. W. Grant. 
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I. Triumphant Confidence in Jehovah and Longing for the 
Sanctuary. (Verse 1.) 

Jehovah is my light :ind my salvation, 
Whom shall I fear? 
Jehovah is the strength of my life, 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 

These are indeed words of a triumphant faith. Jehovah is my 
light, David could say in faith, though all was darkness about him, 
if he composed this Psalm by the Spirit of God in the days of 
rebellion against him. The New Testament tells us that "God 
is light, in Him there is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). The 
Jehovah who is light, in whose light we see the light, is He who 
spoke on earth the well-known words "I am the light of the 
world, he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life" (John 8:12). To know Him as our light, 
to enjoy Him as light is faith's great privilege. If Jehovah is 
our light and we are in the light there shines upon us a sun, that 
sets not and that knows no eclipse. With Him as our light there 
is no need to fear anyone, nor anything. Then follows the 
assurance that the same Jehovah who is light, is also "my salva¬ 
tion." The salvation here is an earthly salvation from the 
enemies, from the hands of the wicked. But it has also a deeper 
meaning. The second definition of God found in the first epistle 
of John is "God is love." And the Love of God has procured for 
us salvation. This love is expressed in the gift of His only begot¬ 
ten Son, whom He sent into the world to be the propitiation for 
our sins (1 John 4:8-10). Therefore Jehovah, our Lord, is our 
salvation. Salvation is both, of the Lord, and the Lord, Jehovah, 
Himself. "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not 
be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; 
He also is become my salvation" (Isa. 12:2). And so Jehovah 
is the strength, or the stronghold, of the believer's life. Light, 
salvation and strength are found in Him. 

"The light not merely manifests what is around me; it is God 
Himself who is manifested in it; and thus His own character 
becomes the conscious security of the soul. What an assurance— 
what a joy and blessing light is! Beauty, warmth, the vigor of 
life itself, are all found in it; and thus salvation is closely con¬ 
nected with this primary thought. The light of the first day 
(Gen. 1:3) meant salvation out of its ruin for that world, which is 
disclosed, yet buried under the waters; the first pulsation of its 
rays was the throb of a new life which had come in for it. And 
with God known, the light apprehended is the dawn of an endless 
day, the power of an eternal life begun which is but the inner 
process accomplishing His salvation."* 

*F. W. Grant. 
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When the wicked came against me, to eat up my flesh, 
My oppressors and mine enemies, they stumbled and fell. 
Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear. 
Though war should rise against me, in spite of it will I be confident. 

(Verses 2, 3.) 

What confidences these words express! It is the knowledge of 
what the first verse declares which triumphs over all obstacles and 
all enemies, and which derides every adversary. When Jehovah 
is really trusted, when the heart is joined by faith to Jehovah our 
light, our salvation, and our strength, all enemies are defeated. 
When new dangers arise, when new powers combine to accomplish 
our downfall and ruin, though an host encamp around the saint 
of God, and war should arise against his soul, he can by faith in 
God defy them all. 

One thing have I asked of Jehovah, that do I desire: 
That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, 
To behold the graciousness of Jehovah, and to inquire in His temple. 
For He shall hide me in His pavilion in the day of evil, 
In the secret of His tabernacle He hideth me, 
He shall lift me high upon a rock. 
And now shall my bead be lifted up, 
Above mine enemies round about me, 
And I will sacrifice in His tabernacle sacrifices with joyful sound; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto Jehovah. (Verses 4-6.) 

First we find here again the heart longings of the true Israelite, 
the Old Testament Saint. He longs to be in the earthly sanctuary. 
His desire, to dwell all the days of his life in the house of Jehovah, 
to behold there the graciousness, or beauty, of the Lord and to 
inquire in His temple. Such longings for the sanctuary, the 
earthly tabernacle, where His glory dwelt in visible splendor, are 
found in many other Psalms. The godly remnant of the future 
will know these deep longings (Psalm 42:1-4). But, we have 
better things. For us has been opened the Father's house with 
its many mansions. And should we have less longing to be there 
than the godly Israelite had for his earthly place of worship? We 
do not see the visible glory of the Lord, as it was displayed in 
Israel, but we see the Lord of glory in all His graciousness and 
fulness. Jehovah-Jesus came to earth and revealed His match¬ 
less glory among men, and now we behold the glory of the Lord 
as in a mirror and are changed into the same image from glory 
unto glory (2 Cor. 3:18). The godly Israelite stood trembling 
before the Holiest in his earthly tabernacle, but for us the veil is 
rent and we have boldness to draw near and to enter in. And 
if the Israelite went into the place of worship "to inquire," to 
meditate, how much more should we inquire into the far greater 
revelations of His redeeming love! And in that sanctuary, in 
His pavilion, the Israelite knew he was secure; he had his hiding 
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place there in the evil day. And when the calamity was overpast, 
Jehovah would lift him high upon a rock, that he would be lifted 
above all his enemies and he would respond by sacrifices and by 
singing praises to Jehovah. 

All this has to do with earthly deliverances, but it also has an 
application to ourselves which is not difficult to make. He is our 
hiding place. We find our refuge in Him with whom we are one. 
We know that all our enemies are defeated, for our Lord has con¬ 
quered them all. And so we are true worshippers, who worship 
in Spirit and in truth, who bring spiritual sacrifices, the praises 
of our lips, acceptable to God in His Name. 

II. Prayer for Help and Sustenance. (Verses 7-14.) 
Hear Jehovah; with my voice do I call; 
Be gracious unto me and answer me. 
To Thee saith my heart: Seek ye My face; 
Thy face, O Jehovah, will I seek. 
Hide not Thy face from me, 
Put not Thy servant away in anger; 
Thou hast been my help, 
Cast me not off and forsake me not, 
O God of my salvation. 
For had my father and my mother forsaken me, 
Then had Jehovah taken me up. (Verses 7-10.) 

Distress and new trials have arisen, as it is always with God's 
people in all ages. But the refuge is Jehovah and calling upon 
Him. Faith looks to Hun to be gracious and to send an answer 
from His sanctuary. The psalmist reminds Jehovah of His 
own words. The Authorized Version, by using italics supplies 
the correct meaning: "When Thou saidst, Seek ye My face; my 
heart said unto Thee, Thy face Lord will I seek." The words 
"Seek ye My face" are His own words of gracious invitation to 
come unto His presence. The believing heart makes this blessed 
invitation its own and then seeks His face. Will He then, can He 
then hide His face from such a suppliant, who pleads His own 
promise and invitation? Will He put His servant, though he 
may have failed miserably, away in anger? Surely He owns such 
trust and confidence in Him. 

The tenth verse, it has been claimed, could not be David's 
experience, for his father and mother never forsook him. The 
difficulty is easily solved for the Hebrew permits the translation 
as given above. The expression must be understood in a hypo¬ 
thetical way. In case it should be so, though the nearest and 
dearest forsake, the Lord will take up the outcast, and make him 
His child. 

Teach me Thy way, Jehovah; 
And lead me in an even path, because of liers in wait; 
Abandon me not to the will of mine oppressors. 
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For false witnesses rise up against me, 
\nd those who breathe out violence. 
[f I had uot believed to see Jehovah's goodness 
In the land of the living! 
Wait on Jehovah! 
Be of good courage and let thine heart be strengthened, 
Yea, wait upon Jehovah! (Verses 11-14.) 

These words present to us the blessed results of confidence in 
the Lord. Divine calmness comes into the soul. How true it 
is, experienced by all His trusting children. "Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon Thee, because he 
trusteth in Thee." Oppressors, false witnesses, those who breathe 
out nothing but violence, yea the hosts of darkness may rise up 
on all sides, if the believer waits on the Lord, looks to Him, his 
courage will never fail and his heart will be strengthened by the 
Lord Himself. What a precious privilege to wait on Jehovah! 
What a blessed privilege to bring all into His presence! But how 
little true waiting God's children after all practise. 

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This Psalm contains a cry out of deep distress, a prayer for 
judgment upon the enemies and praise for the anticipated deliver¬ 
ance. The Psalm which follows is a great judgment Psalm. 
Under the figure of a thunderstorm divine judgment is described; 
and after the storm is passed peace reigns. The twenty-eighth 
Psalm must therefore be looked upon dispensationally as one of the 
remnant Psalms. The godly remnant experiencing great distress 
in tribulation cry for Divine interference and in faith look forward 
to it. 

I. Prayer in Distress and for Judgment. (Verses 1-6.) 
Unto Thee do I cry, O Jehovah, 
My rock; be not silent to me! 
Lest if Thou be silent to me 
I be like those that go down to the pit. 
Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto Thee, 
When I lift up my hand to Thy holy oracle. 
Draw me not away with the wicked and with iniquity workers, 
Who speak peace with their neighbors with evil in their hearts. 
Give them according to their works and the wickedness of their deeds, 
According to the works of their hands give to them. 
Give to them their reward. 
For they regard not the works of Jehovah, 
Nor the doings of His hands— 
He shall destroy them and not build them up. 

This prayer in distress and for judgment upon the wicked is 
easily interpreted when we consider that it is prophetic of the 
godly Israelites living at the close of this age, and waiting for the 
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promised deliverance from above. They are surrounded by 
enemies on all sides. Hostile nations arise against them; they 
gather once more to invade the land. Their own unbelieving 
brethren who accept the wilful king (Dan. 11:36), the false 
Messiah, the beast which rises out of the land (Rev. 13:11) per¬ 
secute and hate them. Their only refuge is the rock, even Jehovah. 
This rock Israel rejected, as also Moses testified in his song, 
"Then he (Israel) forsook God who made him and lightly esteemed 
the rock of His salvation." The godly in Israel will, during the 
last days, turn to Jehovah, the rock, the rejected stone. If he 
should not answer their cry, all would be lost and they would be 
like those that go down to the pit. 

The time for judgment has now also come. The transgressors 
have filled up their measure and the remnant of His people 
knowing that judgment must come can therefore call upon the 
Lord to deal with the wicked, their enemies and oppressors. This 
explains the imprecatory character of the fourth verse. 

II. Praise for Anticipated Deliverance. (Verses 6-9.) 
Blessed be Jehovah! 
For He has heard the voice of my supplications. 
Jehovah is my strength and my shield! 
My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; 
Therefore my heart great!}' exulteth 
And with my song will I praise Him. 
Jehovah is their strength; 
A stronghold of salvation He is to His anointed one. 
Save Thy people and bless thine inheritance! 
Shepherd them and lift them up forever! 

Faith and hope are victorious. The assurance that the voice 
of supplication, the cry for help has been heard, though the full 
answer has not yet come, is in the heart of those trusting ones. 
Faith knows He is both strength and shield, and trusting in Him 
brings help and joy in anticipation of the coming great deliverance, 
when He comes to save and to deliver His people. 

The last two verses are full of precious meaning. The 
"anointed one" is the Messiah, Christ, who so frequently is 
seen in the Psalms as the great deliverer of His waiting people. 
They now feel that they are His people and His inheritance— 
"Save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance." They own 
Him, the anointed One, as their Shepherd, who will shepherd 
His people and lift them up in His coming day. Later in the 
Psalms we hear their prayer addressed to the anointed Shepherd-
King: "Give ear, O shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock; Thou that dwellest between the Cherubim, shine 
forth" (Psa. 80:1). "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, he 
shall gather the lambs with His arms, and carry them in His 
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bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young" (Isa. 
40:11)- Then will be fulfilled His gracious promise given through 
the priest-prophet Ezekiel (Ezek. 34:12-15). 

THE TWENTY-NINTH PSALM 

This Psalm is majestic. All expositors are agreed that it is a 
great judgment which is described under the symbol of a mighty 
thunderstorm. Delitzsch calls it "The Psalm of seven thunders" 
and remarks, "The occasion of this Psalm is a thunderstorm; it is 
however, not limited to the outward natural phenomena, but 
therein is perceived the self-attestation of the God of the redemp¬ 
tive history." Another commentator, J. J. Stewart Perowne, 
says, "This Psalm is a magnificent description of a thunder¬ 
storm. Its mighty march from north to south, the desolation 
and terror which it causes, the peal of thunder, the flash of light¬ 
ning, even the gathering fury and lull of the elements, are vividly 
depicted." 

There is a prelude, consisting of the opening two verses demand¬ 
ing of the sons of the mighty to give Jehovah, who is about to be 
manifested in His judgment glory, homage and might. Then 
follows the description of the storm of judgment, which is in 
reality that great day of which the prophets have so much to 
say, "the Yom Jehovah," the day of the Lord, when He is visibly 
manifested and deals in judgment with the world. This descrip¬ 
tion covers verses 3-9. The voice of Jehovah is heard; He speaks. 
Just seven times this phrase, "the voice of Jehovah," occurs. 
Then after the wonderful description of the storm, after its fury 
is spent, we find a postlude of two verses. In this postlude we 
are told that the mighty Jehovah manifested in judgment glory, 
is He who is King for ever, who gives power to His people and 
blesses them with peace. 

This great Psalm is used in the liturgy of the modern orthodox 
synagogue on the first day of the feast, which the Jews call 
Shavuoth, the feast of Pentecost. 

I. The Prelude. (Verses 1-2.) 
Give unto Jehovah, ye sons of the mighty, 
Give unto Jehovah glory and strength. 
Give unto Jehovah the glory of His name; 
Worship Jehovah in the splendor of holiness. 

The question is, to whom are these words addressed? Who 
are the sons of the mighty who are called upon to give glory and 
strength to Jehovah and to worship Him in the splendor of 
holiness? Many expositors interpret the sons of the mighty as 
being angels. We quote again from Professor Delitzsch: "The 
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opening strophe calls upon the celestial beings to praise Jehovah; 
for a revelation of divine glory is in preparation, which, in its 
first movements, they are accounted to behold, for the roots of 
everything that takes place in this world are in the invisible world." 
And another expositor declares, "The singer lifts our thoughts at 
once from earth to heaven, by calling on the angels who stand 
around the throne of God to praise Him who manifests His glory 
in the thunder and lightning which He sends upon the earth." 
But there are difficulties in the way of this interpretation. The 
Hebrew is not "Bnai Elohim," as in Job 2:1, in which passage 
unquestionably angels are meant; but the Hebrew in this Psalm 
is "Bnai Elim," which, if we translate it, would mean as a double 
plural "the sons—of the gods." The more correct translation is 
"the sons of the mighty." And furthermore angels need not to 
be called upon to give glory to Jehovah, to worship Him, for this 
is what they are always doing in heaven. 

Bishop Home over one hundred and fifty years ago in his 
exposition of the Psalms gave the correct meaning. "The 
prophet addresses himself to the 'mighty ones of the earth,' 
exhorting them to 'give' God the glory and to submit themselves 
to the kingdom of the Messiah." This is the true meaning of 
"the sons of the mighty." The mighty ones, the kings, the rich 
and others, dwelling on the earth in the day when the Lord is 
about to be manifested, are addressed and advised, ere that day 
breaks with its judgments from above, to turn to Jehovah, to 
give unto Him the glory of His name, to acknowledge Him, and to 
worship Jehovah in the splendor of holiness. 

II. The Judgment Storm. (Verses 3, 9.) 
The voice of Jehovah upon the waters! 
The God of glory thundereth; 
Jehovah upon waters! 
The voice of Jehovah is with power; 
The voice of Jehovah is with majesty. 
The voice of Jehovah breaketh the cedars, 
Yea, Jehovah breaketh the cedars of Lebanon; 
He maketh them to skip like a calf: 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild-ox; 
The voice of Jehovah cleaveth the flames of fire. 
The voice of Jehovah shaketh the wilderness, 
Jehovah shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of Jehovah maketh the hinds to calve. 
And maketh bare the forests, 
And in His temple all of it tells of glory. 

And now the storm bursts. The voice of Jehovah is "His 
Word"; it is the voice of Him into whose hands the Father has 
committed all judgment. The day of Jehovah is at hand and 
He is beginning the long predicted judgments, all poetically 
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described under the figure of an onrushing thunderstorm. Then, 
"The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of 
men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day. For the day of the Lord of hosts shall be upon 
every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is 
lifted up; and he shall be brought low. And upon all the cedars 
of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of 
Bashan. And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the 
hills that are lifted up . . . and the loftiness of man shall be 
bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low, and 
the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day" (Isa. 2:11-17). He 
comes from above displaying His power and His majesty, for 
it is with power and with majesty, according to the Psalm before 
us, that His voice is heard. Then comes a mighty crash. It falls 
upon the cedars of Lebanon. They are stricken down, splintered 
into pieces. We have seen in Arizona some of the tall majestic 
pines cut in half by the stroke of lightning which fell upon them. 
The terrific forces of lightning and hurricane are symbols of His 
judgment powers, when the pride and haughtiness of man will be 
humbled in the dust. The cedars of Lebanon are the type of man 
in his proud and earthly glory. In that coming day when the 
Lord is manifested and His voice of power and majesty is heard, 
man's day with its arrogant boasting will end, and His day begins. 
Lebanon, the mountain range, and Sirion, that is Hermon, will 
skip like a calf and will be as frisky as a young wild-ox. That 
which is in itself the symbol of stableness and solidity, the 
mighty mountains, are affected in that day. If we apply this 
to the physical conditions it would mean earthquakes, which are 
so prominently mentioned in prophecy. But we must remember 
that this is symbolical language. Elsewhere in Scripture moun¬ 
tains and hills are used typically for human governments. In the 
day when His voice is heard, when all trembles in His glorious 
presence, the kingdoms of the earth and all other forms of govern¬ 
ment will be shaken. Then follows the all consuming manifesta¬ 
tion by fire. With lightning rapidity the stroke of judgment falls. 
The forked flames mean lightning, symbolical of the consummat¬ 
ing judgment, when He appears in great power and glory. "For 
as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, 
shineth unto the other part under heaven, so shall the Son of Man 
be in His day" (Luke 17:24). The lightnings and thunderings 
are also mentioned in Revelation as the symbols of His judgment 
(Rev. 4:5, 8:5, 11:19, 16:18). 

Lebanon and Sirion are in the North, the wilderness of Kadesh 
is in the South. Thus the whole land is swept by the judgment. 
Here we should take into consideration that the day of the Lord, 
when His voice is heard, is preceded by a great invasion of an 
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hostile army coming from the North, which the Lord uses to 
humble Israel. The second chapter of Joel gives a vivid descrip¬ 
tion of this invasion as related to the day of Jehovah. 

But there will be more than judgment. In wrath He will 
remember mercy (Hab. 3:2). Verse 9 is full of meaning. 

The voice of Jehovah maketh the hinds to calve, 
And maketh bare the forests. 
And in His temple all of it tells of glory. 

The hind which brings forth in that day is Israel. The nation 
will be born again, the long predicted spiritual blessing, fitting 
Israel for the kingdom, the new birth has come (Ezek. 38:24-28). 
The last chapter in Isaiah tell us of this likewise (Isa. 66:6-10). "A 
voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of 
the Lord that rendereth recompense to His enemies. Before she 
travailed, she brought forth, before her pain came, she was 
delivered of a man-child. Who hath heard such a thing? Who 
hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth 
in one day? Shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as 
Zion travailed, she brought forth her children." 

The stripped forest is symbolical of the judgment which swept 
over the nations and the great goal is the establishment of glory 
on and over the earth. His temple, more than an earthly house, 
creation, which also is His house and temple, all of it tells of His 
glory. 

III. The Postlude. 
Jehovah sitteth upon the Flood, 
Yea, Jehovah sitteth as King for ever. 
Jehovah will give strength unto His people. 
Jehovah will bless His people with peace. 

The storm is passed and now Gloria in excelsis el pax in terris— 
Glory in the highest and peace on earth. The word flood used 
here is exclusively used in Genesis 6-11, the great flood, the deluge. 
It was the great judgment by water which terminated an age. 
And now another age is ended by judgment, and the Lord, Jehovah 
-—Jesus—our Saviour and Lord, is enthroned as King. As King 
He rules and reigns in righteousness. From that throne He 
ministers to the needs of His people, and what the Seventy-second 
Psalm so fully reveals takes place. Peace on earth, everlasting 
peace has come. 

THE THIRTIETH PSALM 

Linked with the preceding Psalm, the Psalm which so vividly 
describes the manifestation of the Lord, is this Psalm of praise 
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and worship. As we shall see, it is prophetically the song of 
deliverance of His people Israel in the day of their fullest blessing. 

The inscription is "A Psalm, a song of dedication of the house 
of David." But which house of David is meant? Some think 
it refers to the dedication of the place on which the Temple after¬ 
wards was erected, the spot which David purchased of Araunah 
(2 Sam. 24:18; 1 Chron. 21). Others think it refers to the house 
which David built in the new city of Zion, the building he seems 
to have regarded a pledge of the security of his kingdom (2 Sam. 
5 :12). It may refer in the first place to the building of the altar on 
the purchased Temple site, when the Lord answered by fire upon 
the altar of burnt offering. David called that place "the house 
of the Lord God" as we read in 1 Chronicles 22:1. We can also 
think here of the prophetic aspect. The Lord promised David 
"to build him a house" (2 Sam. 7:11). David himself was not 
permitted to build the house for the Lord. Solomon erected that 
building which was filled with the glory of the Lord. But the 
glory departed. This we learn from the Prophet Ezekiel. The 
second Temple built after the captivity was destitute of the 
visible glory of the Lord. Another Temple, a house of the Lord, 
is yet to be on the earth. It is Ezekiel's Temple, seen by this 
Priest-Prophet, and in that Temple the Lord with His glory comes 
(Ezek. 43:2-6). If we consider this Psalm in the light of prophecy, 
as the hymn of praise sung by the remnant of Israel, then we can 
think of the dedication of the house of the Lord, as that future 
house, which will be, as the Most Holy, anointed, that is, dedi¬ 
cated, at the close of the seventieth week of Daniel (Dan. 9:25-
27). It is also interesting to find that the Jewish ritual of today 
uses this Psalm in connection with the feast of Chanuka, the feast 
of dedication, which refers to 1 Maccabees 4:52. This has been 
the custom with them for many centuries and dates back, in all 
probability, to the days of the Maccabees. 

I. The Praise for Deliverance. (Verses 1-5.) 

I will extol Thee, Jehovah, for Thou hast delivered me, 
And hast not permitted mine enemies to triumph over me. 
Jehovah, my God, I cried unto Thee, 
And Thou hast healed me. 
Jehovah, Thou hast brought up my soul from Sheol, 
Thou hast quickened me from among those that go down to the pits. 
Sing Psalms unto Jehovah, ye saints of His, 
And give thanks in remembrance of His Holiness. 
For His anger is but a moment; in His favor is life. 
At eventide weeping cometh for the night 
But a joyous song in the morning. 

There was undoubtedly a personal experience of David which 
led him to pour out his heart in praise and thanksgiving. We do 
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not know the details of this experience. Those who ignore the 
inscription and disclaim the Davidic authorship, think that 
Jeremiah may have written this Psalm when he was taken out 
of the dungeon. This interpretation is made because "Thou hast 
delivered me" means literally, "Thou hast drawn me up." But 
this does not need to be explained as a literal drawing up out of a 
literal dungeon or pit. It is a metaphorical expression for raising 
up out of the depths of sorrow and affliction. It seems that David 
must have been desperately ill. We have an echo of this praise 
for deliverance in Hezekiah's song of thanksgiving after physical 
health had been restored (Isa. 38). Because the dedication of the 
house is mentioned, some explain this as stated above, meaning 
the purchase of the Temple site (2 Sam. 24), that David also was 
afflicted with the pestilence. But this is contradicted by 2 Samuel 
24:17. Like Hezekiah later, David must have passed through a 
severe illness, and, like Hezekiah, he cried unto the Lord and the 
Lord answered his cry and restored health and strength unto him. 
He was brought back from death which he faced, so that he 
thought his soul already in Sheol; but he was quickened and his 
life was spared. How many thousands of times the experiences 
of David and Hezekiah have been repeated in the lives of God's 
people! They, too, cried unto the Lord in their distress and He 
heard; then with proper means, as the case was with Hezekiah, 
the Lord healed and restored. The rejection of the means God 
has appointed, the fanatical claims that any physical means in 
case of sickness is of the devil, as frequently stated by the present 
day "fake healers," is a religious delusion, not faith, but pre¬ 
sumption. 

But while we cannot locate historically David's experience in 
his life, the prophetic meaning and interpretation of this Psalm 
are very clear. The remnant of Israel passes through the great 
tribulation before the Lord appears in His glory, as described in 
the previous Psalm. Then it is the darkest night for the godly 
in Israel. Sorrow and affliction come upon them from all sides. 
They are persecuted by their enemies. The man of sin domineers 
over them. But suddenly the Deliverer appears from above. 
The long-expected Messiah appears. Through His coming the 
enemies of Israel were not permitted to triumph over them. They 
were facing death; it seemed as though they were all doomed 
to go down to Sheol. But all is changed now. Deliverance, a 
glorious deliverance, has come. The singing times begin. While 
hi the preceding Psalm the mighty on the earth, the kings and 
governors, are addressed to give unto Jehovah glory in view of 
the approaching day of His manifestation, here the saints of Israel 
(the remnant) are told to sing Psalms unto Jehovah and to give 
thanks as they remember His holiness, for His holiness had 
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humbled them, but His gracious hand has now lifted them up. 
His anger was but for a moment (Isa. 54:7-8). 

And let us remember the chapter of Isaiah where this is written 
is preceded by the chapter in which Israel confesses the rejection 
of the Messiah and believingly acknowledges, "He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we 
are healed." The eventide came as the times of the Gentiles 
closed; the night of trouble, sorrow and bitterness came upon 
them; it was the time of weeping. But now the morning has 
come, the daybreak when the shadows of the night flee away, 
and with the songs of joy and deliverance. 

II. A Review of the Past Experiences. (Verses 6-12.) 
And I, in my prosperity, had said, I shall never be moved. 
Jehovah, by Thy grace Thou hast made Thy mountain to stand strong— 
Thou didst hide Thy face—I was troubled. 
I cried unto Thee, Jehovah, and unto Jehovah made I supplication. 
What profit is there in my blood 
If I go down into corruption? 
Shall the dust praise Thee? 
Shall it declare Thy truth? 
Hear, Jehovah, be gracious unto me! 
Jehovah, be my helper! 
Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing, 
Thou hast loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness. 
To the end that my glory might sing of Thee, and not be silent. 
Jehovah my God, I will praise Thee for ever. 

The Psalmist relates his experience in detail. He speaks of the 
time when he was secure in self-confidence in which he imagined 
that he could not be moved. Then the Lord hid His face and 
he was troubled because he had been self-exalted. He then cried 
unto the Lord and made his supplication unto Him. Probably 
he was surrounded by enemies who threatened him with death 
and destruction. Would there be any profit in the shedding of 
his blood? Living he could praise the Lord and declare His truth, 
but if he were gone into corruption the dust would not praise 
Him nor declare His truth. The Lord was his only refuge. He 
calls on Him to be gracious unto him and to be his helper. The 
answer came. Mourning was changed into dancing, the sack¬ 
cloth dropped off and garments of joy and gladness covered him. 
The praise of the Lord through his glory, the glory the suppliant 
received, is the result of his deliverance and this praise is a praise 
for ever. 

All this becomes still more interesting if we consider the dis-
pensational meaning. Here is the experience of the remnant of 
Israel. In this experience they learn that only Jehovah can 
deliver them. They are humbled in affliction and learn the lesson 
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that self-confidence is vain. Enemies surround them, clamoring 
for their blood, and so they cry unto Him to be gracious and to 
help. His face is hid from them and they pass through the great¬ 
est trouble. The answer to their pleadings comes; deliverance 
is sent from above. The mountain, that is, "Thy mountain," the 
mountain of the Lord, is made strong. It is Mount Zion, the 
holy hill upon which God's King is enthroned (Psa. 2). Then 
mourning ceases; weeping is over, joy and gladness follows. 
Glory is established in the midst of Israel and never ceasing praise 
and worship follow. 

THE THIRTY-FIRST PSALM 

The Psalm, which follows the Thunder storm-Judgment Psalm 
(29) and the Psalm of praise and worship for deliverance (30), is 
also a great dispensational prophecy. This Psalm gives a pro¬ 
phetic description of the troubles of the godly in Israel in the 
future, their prayer for deliverance and the coming deliverance. 
Such has been the order in a number of the Psalms we have 
studied. The order is not confined to Israel, or to the Israelitish 
saints of the future; it belongs to all the saints of God and there¬ 
fore to us as well. The saints of God have their trials, their 
spiritual enemies and all kinds of adversities. Their refuge is 
prayer and confidence in God; this is followed by deliverance and 
praise. This accounts for the similarity of a number of utter¬ 
ances in this Psalm with the words spoken by the prophet Jeremiah. 
(Compare verse 44 with Jer. 20:10; verse 10 with Lam. 1:20; verse 11 
with Jer. 20:88; verse 18 with Jer. 17:18; verse23 with Lam. 3:64). 
On account of the similar expressions in Jeremiah some have 
imagined that Jeremiah must have written this Psalm, in spite 
of the fact that the ancient inscription tells us it is a Psalm of 
David. Those who attribute this Psalm to Jeremiah also call 
attention that the phrase "fear on all sides" (verse 13) occurs 
six tunes in the writings of Jeremiah. Both Jeremiah and David 
were saints, suffering severely, equally trusting in the Lord, and 
therefore they had the same experiences and were led to use the 
same expressions. The opening verses are also found in Psalm 
71:1, which has no inscription. 

I. Prayer and Expression of Confidence. (Verses 1-8.) 
In Thee, Jehovah, have I taken refuge; 
Let me never be ashamed; 
In Thy righteousness set me free 
Incline Thine ear unto me. 
Speedily deliver me; 
Be to me a strong rock, 
A house of defence to save me 
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For Thou art my rock and my fortress. 
And for Thy Name's sake lead and guide me! 
Draw me out of the net they have secretly laid for me: 
For Thou art my stronghold. 
Into Thy hand I commit My spirit. 
Thou hast redeemed me, Jehovah, Thou God of Truth. 
1 have hated them that observe lying vanities; 
As for me I have trusted in Jehovah. 
1 will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy; 
For Thou hast seen my trouble; Thou hast seen my 

soul in adversities. 
And hast not shut me up into the hand of my enemy; 
Thou hast set my feet in a large place. 

But little comment is needed on these precious words, dear and 
precious to every child of God. It is in Jehovah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that the believer takes refuge. As we learn from the 
Psalm which follows, He who is our justifier is also our hiding 
place; He who bore our sins cares for the believer in trouble. 
Faith realizing this has the assurance of never being left ashamed. 
His righteousness sets free. This is a wonderful statement. It 
expresses the very truth of the Gospel. It is the righteousness of 
God which sets the sinner free and the same righteousness delivers 
the trusting saint. 

The Lord, Jehovah, is for His own a strong rock, a house of 
defense, a fortress and a stronghold. Prayer for guidance and 
deliverance from the snares of the enemies will surely be answered. 
How much greater would be the peace of God's children if they 
would pray as David prays here, "lead and guide me"—and flee 
to Him at all times as the stronghold. 

The words, "Into Thy hand I commit my spirit," were used 
by our Lord on the cross, when His blessed work had been finished 
and He yielded His spirit. But He said, "Father, into Thy hands 
I commit My spirit." These blessed words have been used by 
hundreds of martyrs when the cruel flames consumed their bodies. 
Stephen said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." When the sen¬ 
tence of degradation was being executed upon John Huss, the 
last act of the Bishop who performed the ceremony was to pro¬ 
nounce the horrible words: "And now we commit thy soul to the 
devil." To this Huss in greatest calmness replied, "I commit my 
spirit into Thy hands, Lord Jesus Christ; unto Thee I commend 
my spirit whom Thou hast redeemed." Then he was carried to 
the place of public execution and burned to death. These were 
also the last words of Polycarp, of Bernard, of Jerome of Prague, 
of Luther and Melancthon and many, many others. "Blessed 
are they," says Luther, "who die not only for the Lord, as martyrs; 
not only in the Lord as believers, but likewise with the Lord, as 
breathing forth their lives in the words, into Thy hand I com¬ 
mend my spirit." 
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Twice we read "Thou hast seen." This is another comfort all 
the saints know. All troubles and adversities are seen by Him 
and known to Him. He is still the same He was when speaking 
out of the burning bush (Exod. 3). He said to Moses, "I have 
seen—I have heard—I know." And so He will see the afflictions 
of the godly in Israel during the coming Anti-christian days and 
in His own time He will lead them out into a large place. 

II. Prayer in Suffering and Sorrow and for Deliverance. 
(Verses 9-18.) 

Be gracious unto me, Jehovah, for I am in trouble; 
My eye is consumed with vexation—my soul and my body. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 
My strength is failing me because of mine iniquity, my bones are wasted, 
I am become a reproach on account of all my oppressors, 
Even exceedingly to my neighbors and a dread to my acquaintance, 
They that see me without flee from me. 
For I, forgotten by them as a dead man, 
I am become like a broken vessel. 
For I have heard the slander of many—terror on all sides. 
While they took counsel together against me. 
Planned to take away my life. 
But as for me I have trusted in Jehovah: 
I have said, Thou art my God. 
My times are in Thy hand: 
Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and my tormentors! 
Make Thy face to shine upon thy servant, 
Save me for Thy mercies' sake! 
Jehovah, let me not be ashamed, for I have called upon Thee; 
Let the wicked be ashamed; they shall be silent in Sheol! 
Let the lying lips become dumb. 
Which speak insolently against the righteous with contemptuous pride. 

They tell out in the presence of the Lord sorrows and troubles. 
He who sees them and knows them nevertheless expects that His 
children come to Him and pour out their hearts before Him. 
The words fit into the experiences of suffering saints in both 
Testaments, Jewish saints and those who belong to the Church, 
the body of Christ. They will find an additional fulfillment when 
the man of sin persecutes the remnant of Israel during the time 
of their great tribulation (Dan. 12; Matt. 24). Then there will 
be sorrow and sighing as never before. They will be oppressed 
and hated for His Name's sake. Terror will be on every side 
and their enemies will try to take away their lives. But that 
will be the time to trust and cling close to the Lord. Faith can 
rejoice even when all is dark and when terror is on every side, 
for such conditions are His gracious opportunity to show that He 
is able to deliver. 

What sweet comfort it is to know, "My times are in Thy hand!" 
Our whole earthly existence rests with Him. And in still another 
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sense our times are in His hand. Whatever the circumstances of 
human life they rest with Him; and when His time comes to 
change them He will do so in His all-wise way. 

Then the godly in Israel plead, "Make Thy face to shine upon 
Thy servant." Says an ancient Hebrew commentator, "The face 
of God is His anointed, the Messiah." Even so! And when He 
shines forth in all His majesty and glory His trusting people will 
be saved by His mercy, while the wicked shall become dumb and 
be silenced for ever. 

III. Praise and Thanksgiving for Deliverance and Victory. 
(Verses 19-24.) 

How great is Thy goodness 
Which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee, 
Which Thou hast wrought for them taking refuge in Thee 
Before the sons of men! 
Thou hidest them in the secret of Thy presence from the plottings of men; 
Thou keepest them in a tabernacle from the strife of tongues. 
Blessed be Jehovah: 
For He has shown me wondrously His loving kindness in a strong city. 
As for me—I said in my confusion: 
I am cut off from before Thine eyes 
Yet hast Thou heard the voice of my supplications, when 1 cried unto Thee. 
Love Jehovah all ye Saints! 
Jehovah preserveth the faithful 
And plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 
Be strong and let your hearts take courage, 
All ye that hope in Jehovah! 
The answer has come. And now the heart bursts forth in praise 

and thanksgiving. The goodness of the Lord and His goodness 
alone sent deliverance. While the enemy raged they were hidden 
by His mighty hand, they were in the secret of His presence; 
they were kept in His tabernacle. Though in their confusion and 
alarm, giving way to unbelief and fear, they said, "I am cut off 
from before Thine eyes," yet did He hear graciously and answered 
when they cried. Such is our God, a prayer hearing and prayer 
answering Lord. Why then should we not be strong and take 
courage? 

THE THIRTY-SECOND PSALM 
The Psalm is a gem of spiritual and dispensational beauty. It 

is the first Maskil Psalm; there are thirteen Maskil Psalms. The 
etymology of the word "Maskil" is very clear; it means "giving 
instruction." It is interesting to note the occurrence of this word 
in the Prophet Daniel, and there it is used always in connection 
with the future history of Israel, the time of their coming tribu¬ 
lation, the witness of the godly among the unbelievers of the 
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nation and their deliverance. In Daniel 11:33 we read: "And 
they that understand (maskilim) among the people shall instruct 
many; yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by cap¬ 
tivity, by spoil, many days." And again, "And some of them of 
understanding (maskilim) shall fall, shall try them, and to purge 
and make white, even to the time of the end, because it is yet 
for a time appointed." In the last chapter of Daniel in which the 
coming great tribulation is not clearly predicted we find the same 
word again. "And they that be wise (maskilim) shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever" (Dan. 12:3). "Many 
shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall 
do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand but the 
wise (maskilim) shall understand" (verse 10). The word means 
then, "those who understand," and also, "make others to under¬ 
stand." The understanding ones, who impart understanding, 
that is truth, to others, are the godly Jews during the final seven 
years of the times of the Gentiles, when the man of sin is on the 
scene and the long predicted tribulation is in process. When the 
true Church has been raptured and her testimony is no longer 
heard on earth, the Lord calls this remnant "according to the 
election of grace" (Rom. 11) and by His Spirit makes them 
maskilim—men of understanding. He makes them fit instru¬ 
ments to teach and lead others into the truth as well as into the 
knowledge of the coming King, the Christ of God. The third 
verse of the last chapter of Daniel is often applied to Christian 
teachers and witnesses during the present age; it means primarily 
the coming witnesses of Israel and to Israel. 

This interpretation of the word "maskil" to the godly remnant 
is fully sustained by two New Testament passages. In His 
Olivet discourse, recorded in Matthew 24-25, our Lord speaks first 
of all as to the coming end-time and the events connected with it. 
Those who apply Matthew 24:3-42 to the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Romans 70 A. D., who deny the future fulfilment during 
the tribulation, have confused themselves as well as all those who 
have followed the revival of this antiquated theory. Our Lord 
speaks in describing these coming days of "the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel, the prophet" (Matt. 24:15). Such 
an abomination of desolation under the final Antichrist has not 
yet been. And then we find the exhortation "whoso readeth let 
him understand." No doubt the godly Hebrews of that day will 
be familiar with the New Testament and read the prophecies of 
our Lord, and then turn to Daniel and understand. 

We also find a significant sentence in the book of Revelation. 
As is well known to all students of this great book, chapters 6-18 
give us the events of the great tribulation, covering the same 
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period of time as the first part of trie Olivet discourse and the 
last chapter of Daniel. The thirteenth chapter in Revelation 
shows the beastly Empire with its head, the little horn of 
Daniel 7, and the second beast arising out of the land, with two 
horns like a lamb, but his speech is like the dragon. This second 
beast is the final Antichrist. 

At the close of this chapter we read, "Here is wisdom. Let 
him that hath understanding count the number of the beast." 
We conclude therefore that the Psalms which are noted as Maskil 
Psalms have a special significance prophetically. This we hope 
to prove when we come to other Maskil Psalms. 

We shall find in all of these Psalms the spiritual understanding 
of these Jewish witnesses of the end time. 

There can be no doubt that David wrote this Psalm in con¬ 
nection with the great sin he had committed. It has therefore 
been called a "Penitential Psalm," which is hardly correct. The 
Fifty-first Psalm is the great prayer of confession and for for¬ 
giveness, which David prayed after Nathan had pointed his 
finger at him and said, "Thou art the man!" The Thirty-second 
Psalm is the record of the confession made and the forgiveness 
he received, as well as the conscious blessedness of his complete 
restoration. He had found shelter in Him and was compassed 
about with songs of deliverance. Here also he gives instruction 
and carries out the resolution of the Fifty-first Psalm: "Then 
will I teach transgressors Thy way, and sinners shall be con¬ 
verted unto Thee." 

This also finds its dispensational application. Blood guiltiness 
rested upon David (Psa. 51:14). Bloodguiltiness rests upon 
Israel. The godly remnant will acknowledge this bloodguiltiness, 
because their fathers had cried, "His blood be upon us and upon 
our children." They will confess their guilt as well as the guilt 
of the nation to whom they belong, and then obtain divine favor 
as David did. 

It is said of Augustinus that he often used to read this Psalm 
with a sorrowing heart and weeping eyes. Before his death he 
had this Psalm written on the wall over against his sick bed that 
he might find in it comfort during his illness. And so all saints 
of God have loved with him this Psalm and found great comfort 
therein. 

I. The Blessedness of Righteousness Imputed. (Verses 1-5.) 
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered! 
Blessed is the man to whom Jehovah imputeth not iniquity; 
And in whose spirit there is no guile. 
While I kept silence, my bones wasted, 
Through my roaring all the day Jong. 
For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me. 
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My moisture was turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 
I acknowledged my sin unto Thee 
And mine iniquity did I not cover. 
I said, "I will confess my transgressions unto Jehovah, 
And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

This is the second Psalm which begins with the word "Ashrei" 
—happy-blessed. The first Psalm begins with this word, but the 
blessedness there is the blessedness of the perfect man, the holy 
one, who is separated from the ungodly. This blessedness cannot 
be claimed by a sinner; it is the blessedness of Him who knew 
no sin and in whose mouth there was no guile. The law written 
in commandments and ordinances cannot give man blessedness. 
It demands a perfect obedience which man cannot obtain and it 
pronounces a curse. "Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10). 
But there is another blessedness which man can obtain by faith 
in Jesus Christ, the blessedness which is shown in this Psalm. 
We know how the Holy Spirit applies the beginning of this Psalm 
in the New Testament (Rom. 4:5-7). Christ died for our sins 
and in His blessed death as the substitute of sinners He met and 
satisfied the righteousness of God, so that the holy God can now 
be a just God and a Saviour, just and the justifier of all who believe 
in Jesus. And the faith exercised is counted for righteousness. 
The non-reckoning of iniquity, and the reckoning of righteousness 
are convertible terms; and the righteousness so reckoned is faith, 
or a righteousness without works. In this way thousands of 
Old Testament believers, beginning with Abraham and even 
before, were saved in anticipation of the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was with God an eternal reality. 

And Israel rejected this righteousness and hence knows nothing 
of this blessedness. "What shall we say then? That the Gentiles 
which follow not after righteousness have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness which is of faith. But Israel which fol¬ 
lowed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law 
of righteousness. WTherefore? Because they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled 
at that stumblingstone" (Rom. 9:30-32). But it will be different 
with the godly remnant. They will acknowledge their sins and 
believe on Him whom the Father has sent, and possess the same 
blessedness every believer has now in believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Paul is a type of this godly remnant. He speaks of 
himself as one born out of due season (1 Cor. 15:8). He writes 
also, "For this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might shew forth all long-suffering for a pattern to them 
which should afterward (a remnant of his own nation) believe on 
Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. 1:16). The experience he had 
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will be the experience of this God-fearing remnant. Read 
Phil- 3:4-10. After his eyes had been opened he had but one 
ambition, "to be found in Him, not having mine own righteous¬ 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

Then David relates his experience, how he tried to hide his 
sin, how he kept silence. He did not prosper in it, as no man will 
who covers up his sins. Conscience asserted its power, he had 
no peace, no rest. Then his very bones began to suffer, they 
wasted. How many times sinners have had the same experience. 
The hand of the Lord was against him, and rested heavily upon 
him. He found that he must come into His presence, in the 
presence of the All-seeing One. He came as every sinner has to 
come, in deepest humility acknowledging his sin, and no longer 
did he cover his iniquity. He made, or wanted to make, a clean 
breast of it. Here we have a blessed evidence of the loving 
kindness of the Lord. We read, "I said, I will confess my trans¬ 
gressions unto Jehovah." He intended to confess, but it seems 
before he could carry out his resolution to the full the Lord got 
ahead of him and forgave. "Thou forgavest the iniquity of my 
sin." So it was with the prodigal as he turned homeward. 

II. The Blessedness of the Hiding-place. (Verses 6-7). 
For this shall every one that is godly pray unto Thee, 
As a time when Thou mayest be found. 
Surely in the flood of great waters they shall not reach him. 
Thou art my hiding-place, 
Thou shall preserve me from trouble; 
Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. 

How beautiful it all is! He who justifies becomes our refuge, 
our hiding place. Now the blessedness of sins forgiven, the 
blessedness of knowing Him as a hiding-place, is open to all; for 
it is still the time in which He may be found. But there is also 
coming a time when He no longer can be found, the day of His 
manifestation, when He comes to deal in judgment with the 
ungodly who refused to come unto Him and be saved. 

The justified believer has a hiding place, an ark of safety, even 
the Lord Himself. The waters of judgment cannot reach him, 
just as the judgment waters of the deluge could not invade the 
ark of Noah. And there is coming another flood of tribulation 
and judgment, preceding His coming. It will be a day of dark¬ 
ness and of trouble (Zeph. 1). While the Church is in the Father's 
house, gathered there according to 1 Thessalonians 4:17-18, the 
remnant passing through the flood of great waters will also be 
preserved. To this applies Isaiah 26: "Come my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy door about thee. Hide 
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thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be 
overpast." And what He is then for the godly in Israel He is 
much more now for us, our hiding place, our keeper, and our 
preserver. 

III. The Blessedness of Guidance: (Verses 8-11.) 
I \vill instruct thee and teach thee the way in which thou shalt go, 
I will give counsel with mine eye upon thee. 
Be ye not as a horse, as a mule, which have no understanding, 
Whose trappings are bit and bridle, for restraint 
Or else they will not come nigh unto thee. 
Many sorrows shall be to the wicked, 
But he that trusteth in Jehovah, mercy compasseth him about. 
Rejoice in Jehovah and be glad ye righteous; 
And shout for joy all ye that are upright in heart. 

And now the Lord speaks to His own who have been justified 
and know Him as their hiding place. He offers to instruct and 
to teach in the way in which the believer is to go. He has a way 
for all His children and He is ever ready to instruct and to lead 
us into that way. What sad mistakes we make when we go 
our own way! What dishonor we bring upon Him and griefs 
and sorrows upon ourselves! No finite mind can know the 
graciousness of the Lord of all to direct even His weakest child 
in all things, but if we do not seek His face and put ourselves into 
His hands in faith He cannot do as He promises here. And still 
more precious, "I will give counsel with mine eye upon thee." 
His eye is ever upon the righteous. It is never withdrawn from 
them, for the keeper of His people neither sleeps nor slumbers. 
He watches every step we take. But to be counselled and guided 
by His eye necessitates nearness unto Him. If we are like the 
horse and the mule with no understanding, then bit and bridle 
must be used for restraint. How much better to gaze into His 
loving eye, keep near to Him, like a child which never leaves the 
parent's side, watches the eye to read there what is the father's 
will and is thus directed. Well then may the righteous rejoice in 
fellowship with such a Lord, who has justified us, who is our 
hiding place and our guide and counsellor. 

THE THIRTY-THIRD PSALM 

The Thirty-second Psalm, the first Maskil Psalm, revealed 
the inner experiences of the righteous in Israel, and the Thirty-
third Psalm, contains the fullest praise of Jehovah. Here we 
find the praises of a redeemed people; the praise for His Word and 
His work in Creation; His praise for His governmental dealings 
and His praise for what He is to those who trust in Him. It is a 
Psalm in which God is revealed and praised as Creator, for His 
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providence and for His grace. Such praise will be given to Him 
in the future day of the Lord's manifestation. The Psalm has 
no inscription, which means that the author is unknown. The 
construction is very simple and no lengthy comment is needed 
for the interpretation. 

I. The Call to Praise. (Verses 1-3.) 
Shout for joy, ye righteous, in Jehovah! 
For the upright, praise is comely, 
Give thanks to Jehovah with the harp! 
Sing Psalms unto Him with the ten-string lute! 
Sing unto Him a new song; 
Play skillfully with a loud sound. 

The previous Psalm ended with the exhortation, "and shout 
for joy, all ye upright in heart." The connection with the begin¬ 
ning of this Psalm is evident. The righteous and the upright 
are called upon to praise Jehovah. The righteous are those 
mentioned in the preceding Psalm, "whose sin is covered and in 
whom there is no guile," who have believed, are justified by faith, 
and walk uprightly. Only such can render the praise which 
Jehovah can accept. Musical instruments are mentioned in 
connection with this praise, the coming praise of redeemed Israel 
in the earth. But there is also mentioned a new song and no 
instrument for embellishment is given. It is a song far above the 
earthly worship of His redeemed earthly people Israel. Such a 
song is repeatedly indicated in the Psalms, as in 96:1, 98:1, 149:1. 
In the New Testament we hear that the redeemed in His glorious 
presence sing a new song (Rev. 5:9); the one hundred and forty-
four thousand which surround the Lamb on Mount Zion also 
sing a new song (Rev. 14:3). This new song will be redemption's 
fullest song, sung above in the heavenly Jerusalem and sung on 
earth by redeemed Israel and redeemed nations. It will be the 
mighty, ever increasing and never ending Hallelujah chorus. 

II. Praise because Jehovah is faithful and Creator of All. 
(Verses 4-9.) 

For the Word of Jehovah is right, 
And all that He doeth is faithfulness. 
He loveth righteousness and judgment; 
The earth is futl of the loving-kindness of Jehovah. 
By the Word of Jehovah were the heavens made, 
And all their host by the breath of His mouth. 
He gathereth the waters of the sea as a heap, 
He layeth up the depths in storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear Jehovah: 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 
For He spake and it was done; He commanded and it stood fast. 
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The reasons why Jehovah is to be praised are now enumerated. 
First, His moral attributes are mentioned just as we find in Psalm 
36:5, 6. The Word and the character of Jehovah are one. His 
Word is right and all the works He does are faithfulness; He 
loves justice and judgment. Righteousness and judgment are 
the foundations of His throne; loving kindness and truth go 
before His face (Psa. 89:14). Therefore, He is all-worthy to 
receive the praises of His creatures. And furthermore, He is the 
Creator of all things. By His Word of power the heavens were 
made. Their wonderful host was called into existence by the 
breath of His mouth. What wonders these heavens contain! 
"Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these, 
that bringeth out their host by number; He calleth them all by 
names by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in 
power; not one faileth" (Isa. 40:26). 

Astronomy has counted hundreds of millions of stars in the 
heavens, the host of Jehovah. There are hundreds of millions 
more. Well did the Lord say to Abraham: "Look now toward 
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them." 
No human being can number these heavenly hosts, but the 
omnipotent Creator "calleth them all by names." He has a 
name for each one of His creations. And all is perfect order and 
reveals perfect wisdom. And man is so blinded that he cannot 
see this and ascribes all to "laws of nature" which came into 
existence by themselves; and on account of his terrible blindness 
man has no word of praise for God as Creator. Immanuel Kant 
was one of the world's greatest philosophers, one of the greatest 
master-minds of the race, before whom the boasting leaders of 
modern thought, the advocates of the evolution folly, are nothing 
but pigmies. Kant in his "General History of Nature" wrote: 
"It is impossible to contemplate the fabric of the world without 
recognizing the admirable order of its arrangement, and the 
certain manifestation of the hand of God in the perfection of its 
correlations. Reason, when once it has considered and admired 
so much beauty and so much perfection, feels a just indignation 
at the dauntless folly which dares ascribe all this to chance and a 
happy accident. It must be that the Highest Wisdom conceived 
the plan, and Infinite power carried it into execution." And so 
it is. 

Then the Psalmist speaks of the sea with its depths, containing 
marvels as great as the heavens above. The heavens above and 
the sea beneath are the scenes of God's almighty power and 
loving kindness, while the earth itself is full of His goodness. 
His mighty Word accomplished it all. He spoke and it was done; 
He commanded and it stood fast. Therefore, "Let all the earth 
fear Jehovah"; and "Let all the inhabitants of the earth stand 
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in awe of Him." Now man mocks and ridicules the belief that 
God created all things out of nothing, invents by his blind reason¬ 
ings his puerile theories, which makes man boast of progressive 
thought and advanced knowledge. The day is coming when 
all mockers, scoffers, and infidels will be forever silenced, and 
when Jehovah will receive the praise and the worship as well as 
the grateful acknowledgment of His goodness and His power. 
The children of God even render unto Him this praise now. 

III. Praise because He is All-Wise, All-Seeing and the 
Ruler of Nations. (Verses 10-17.) 

Jehovah hath brought to naught the counsel of nations; 
He hath made the thoughts of the people of none effect. 
The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever: 
The thoughts of His heart from generation to generation. 
Blessed is the nation whose God is Jehovah, 
The people whom He hath chosen for His inheritance. 
Jehovah looketh from the heavens, 
He beholdeth all the sons of men. 
From the place of His habitation, 
He looketh forth upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 
He who hath fashioned the hearts of them all, 
Who understandeth all their works. 
There is no king saved by the multitude of a great host: 
A mighty man is not delivered by great strength. 
The horse is a vain thing for safety, 
Neither can he deliver any by his great strength. 

After His mighty creation, telling out the greatness of His 
Being, we find mentioned next as an object of praise His dealings 
with His creatures. On earth are puny nations. They counsel 
together and their final counselling is revealed in the Second 
Psalm. They are against God and against His Anointed. But 
the sitter in the heavens laughs at them and holds them in derision. 
"Behold all nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as 
the small dust of the balance" (Isa. 40:15). So let them make 
their plans and schemes, imagine vain things. His counsel, His 
eternal purposes will stand forever and they cannot fail. He 
cannot be defeated in His planned dealings with man. Victory 
is on His side and all the thoughts of men will vanish while His 
eternal thoughts will prevail. Blessed then the nation whose 
God is Jehovah and the people whom He hath chosen for His 
inheritance. This is Israel. But if Israel's happiness and 
inheritance is so great, how much greater is the blessedness and 
glory of all those who constitute His body—"The fullness of 
Him who filleth all in all!" He is the All-seeing One and beholds 
the children of men; He rules over them; He understands all 
their works. How great is the nothingness of man! How weak 
is that which man calls strong! God is omnipresent and omnis¬ 
cient and almighty. 
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IV. Praise because of His goodness to them that trust in 
Him. (Verses 18-22.) 

Behold the eye of Jehovah is upon them that fear Him, 
Upon them that hope in His loving kindness— 
To deliver their soul from death 
And to keep them alive in famine. 
Our soul hath waited for Jehovah: 
He is our help and our shield. 
For in Him our heart rejoiceth, 
Because we have trusted in His Holy Name. 
Let Thy loving-kindness, O Jehovah, be upon us. 
According as we have hoped in Thee. 

Here is Israel's blessed experience, we mean the experience of 
the godly, trusting portion of the nation. There is a glorious 
hope for them but not for the modern, reformed, infidel Jew who 
rejects his own Scriptures and is the worst materialist. Note 
the prominence of the words, "hope," "wait," "trust," in these 
concluding verses of this Psalm of praise. They acknowledge 
Him as their help, their shield, their deliverer. Their soul was 
delivered from death; they were kept alive in famine. And now 
because they trusted in His Holy Name, they are rejoicing in 
Him. All this finds a ready application in the life and experience 
of every child of God, whose loving-kindness will never be with¬ 
drawn from those who have put their trust in Him. 

THE THIRTY-FOURTH PSALM 

According to the inscription, this Psalm was written by David 
when he changed his behavior before Abimelech, who drove him 
away, and he departed. The historical record is found in the 
first book of Samuel, chapter 21:10-15. Saul persecuted the 
crownless king and David fled to the land of the Philistines. 
They recognized him as their deadly enemy. For years he had 
done them great harm and so he was brought before king Achish. 
He would have been as good as dead had he not acted the part 
of a crazy man. Probably out of superstition, for many ancient 
nations looked upon a madman as a person who should not be 
molested, the king told him to depart. David went to his place 
of concealment, the cave of Adullam. In that cave, surrounded 
by his loyal subjects, the four hundred, who also were in distress, 
in discontent and in debt (1 Sam. 22:2), he may have written 
this Psalm. He had miserably failed; he failed to act in faith. 
Yet the Lord had not failed him. He delivered him in His 
mercy. Therefore his soul was filled with the praises of Jehovah; 
he would praise Him continually for His gracious help and loving 
kindness. 

Critics have disputed the correctness of the inscription, though 
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not all deny the Davidic authorship. Even Perowne on the 
Psalms says: "No value can be attached to the superscription 
with its historical reference, because, while it is borrowed from 
1 Samuel 21:14, Abimelech is substituted for Achish, which looks 
like a confusion with the narrative in Genesis 20 and 21; and 
further, the contents of the Psalm do not very readily, or naturally, 
harmonize with the supposed circumstances." There is no 
difficulty as to the name of the king in the historical account 
being Achish, and here Abimelech. Abimelech was the title of 
every Philistine king, just as Pharaoh was the official title of the 
Egyptian kings, and Agag the title of all kings of the Amalekites. 
As to the contents of the Psalm itself there seems to be no contra¬ 
diction. David had followed the course he pursued, not in faith, 
but in terrifying unbelief. Yet down in his heart this remarkable 
man of faith nevertheless trusted the Lord. And now as he is 
sheltered safely in the cave of Adullam, undoubtedly having 
acknowledged to the Lord his shameful failure, he is filled with 
the spirit of praise and bursts out in this wonderful ecstasy, 
celebrating the goodness and mercy of the Lord. 

The Psalm belongs to the alphabetical order of Psalms. The 
different stanzas begin with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, 
but the letter "Vau" is omitted. We confess our inability to 
explain the meaning of this. A meaning, we believe, it has, for 
their is nothing meaning-less in Scripture. 

I. The Praise of Jehovah. (Verses 1-3.) 

I will bless Jehovah at all times, 
His praise shall be continually in my mouth. 
In Jehovah my soul shall glory, 
The humble shall hear of it and rejoice. 
O exalt Jehovah with me, 
And let us magnify His name together. 

There is a charming freshness in these opening verses, which 
find a deep response in every believing heart. They are a splendid 
comment of the exhortation given to us in the New Testament, 
'Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I will say rejoice" (Phil. 

4:4). True spirituality manifests itself in praising the Lord. 
To praise Him at all times, in good days and in evil days, in 
days of prosperity and days of adversity, in days of health and 
in days of illness, at all times, reveals His grace in the believer's 
life. The believer glories in the Lord; so David says, "In Jehovah 
my soul shall glory." So if we desire to please the Lord let us 
make Him our boast, our glory. This gives true peace for our 
restless hearts. 
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II. The Cause of His Praise. (Verses 4-10.) 

I sought Jehovah and He answered me, 
He delivered me out of all my fears. 
Looking unto Him, they are enlightened. 
And their faces shall never be ashamed. 
This afflicted one cried, Jehovah heard, 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 
The Angel of Jehovah campeth around them that fear Him, 
And delivereth them. 
Taste and see that Jehovah is good, 
Blessed is the man that taketh refuge in Him. 
Fear Jehovah, 0 ye saints; 
For there is no want to them that fear Him. 
The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger, 
But they that seek Jehovah shall not want any good. 

He states the reasons for his praise. He had experienced a 
great deliverance. Great fears had surrounded him and when 
he sought Jehovah, He answered him and then deliverance from 
all his fears followed. The only lasting deliverance from fears, 
from anxiety and worry, is the Lord Himself. The means of 
deliverance is to seek His face and call upon His name. All the 
Saints of God beginning with Enos, when men began to call upon 
the name of the Lord (Gen. 4), have experienced this. Looking 
to Him brings light and enlightenment; it brightens all. A 
comment of a fifth century expositor says, "Looking to Him 
brings light and the gracious countenance of the Lord is reflected 
on our faces.2' It was so with Moses, and in the New Testament 
it is written that as we behold the glory of the Lord, looking 
unto Him, we are changed into the same image from glory unto 
glory. The faces of those who look unto Him will never be 
covered with the blush of shame and disappointment. 

Not alone does Jehovah save the afflicted who cries to Him, 
but the Angel of Jehovah is also there for protection and deliver¬ 
ance. We believe the Angel of Jehovah means here the same 
whom Joshua beheld as the Captain over the Lord's host, and 
who so frequently manifested Himself in Israel's history, none 
other than Jehovah Himself in visible form. And He has with 
Him the hosts of angels, the ministering spirits. Though we see 
them not, they are encamped around the godly to minister unto 
them, hedging them about and protecting them (Heb. 1:14). 
How blessed then is the lot of those who trust in the Lord and 
who take refuge in Him. Then follows the exhortation to taste 
and see that Jehovah is good; to fear Him; and the assurance is 
given that they shall not want. The young lions with all their 
natural strength know want and suffer hunger, but the man who 
seeks Jehovah, who finds his refuge in Him, shall not want any 
good thing. 
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III. Come and Hearken: (Verses 11-16.) 
Come, ye children, hearken unto me; 
The fear of Jehovah will I teach unto you. 
Who is the man that wishes for life— 
Who loveth many days, that he may see good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, 
And thy lips from speaking deceitfully. 
Depart from evil and do good; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 
The eyes of Jehovah observe the righteous. 
And His ears are toward their cry. 
The face of Jehovah is against the evil doers. 
To cut off their remembrance from the earth. 

Trust in the Lord, fearing Him and being assured of His gracious 
help and protection, demands from our side holiness, practical 
separation unto Him and separation from evil. The instructions 
follow: He speaks as to children and offers to teach them the 
fear of the Lord. Man wants life, long life and to have good 
days upon earth. This is the Israelitish viewpoint; higher, 
spiritual blessings independent of earthly blessings are promised 
to us in the New Testament. As is well known, these verses 
teaching practical holiness, keeping the tongue from evil and 
deceitful speaking, departing from evil and doing good, are 
quoted in the first Epistle of Peter (1 Peter 3:10-12). There 
they are followed by the assurance, "And who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?" Peter calls 
to holiness, such as becometh the obedient children, who know 
God as their Father. He is holy and therefore He demands 
holiness of all His children. "But as He who hath called you is 
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation, because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:14-16). The 
one-sided teachings of Bullingerism call all this "Jewish teaching" 
and reject these exhortations. But God's demands of His people 
to express their faith, their trust, and their fear, in practical 
holiness are unchangeably the same. 

And as we walk in godly fear, soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present age and make the Lord our refuge, His eyes are 
always upon us and His ears open to our cry. 

IV. Divine Assurance in Trials and Afflictions. (Verses 17-23.) 
They cry and Jehovah heareth, 
He deliveieth them out of all their troubles. 
Jehovah is nigh to the broken-hearted. 
And saveth such who are of a contrite spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
But out of them all Jehovah delivereth him. 
He keepeth all his bones. 
Not one of them is broken. 



156 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

Evil shall bring death to the wicked; 
And they that hate righteousness shall receive punishment. 
Jehovah redeemeth the souls of His servants; 
And they shall not be condemned who trust in Him. 

Let the righteous who trust the Lord be in trouble upon trouble, 
let all the afflictions possible come upon him, the Lord knows, 
the Lord sees and He is able to deliver. Only let troubles and 
afflictions produce their blessed fruit, a broken heart and a con¬ 
trite spirit, and deliver from haughtiness, then the Lord is ever 
nigh, to guard and to keep. How blessedly the twentieth verse 
was fulfilled in the life of the righteous One, the perfect man, is 
too well-known for any fuller comment. The Roman soldier, 
though the Roman Government might demand it, could have 
never broken the limbs of the blessed body of our Lord. In ful¬ 
filment of prophecy too, he had to pierce His side (John 19:36). 
Death is assured to the wicked for "the wages of sin is death." 
A glorious redemption, even the redemption of the body is assured 
to the righteous. "They shall not be condemned who trust in 
Him" is the same as the first sentence in the high point of Romans: 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:1). 

THE THIRTY-FIFTH PSALM 

David wrote this Psalm during the days of his persecution by 
King Saul. The historical record in 1 Samuel 24 gives us the 
evidence, for the words with which this Psalm begins are found in 
that chapter. The whole Psalm is a powerful appeal to a righteous 
God to execute judgment upon the enemies of God and the per¬ 
secutors of His righteous people. Such a prayer-cry has come 
from this earth, uttered by the lips of the righteous, the saints of 
God, throughout the past ages, as the blood of the righteous shed 
by wicked men is crying from earth to heaven. The story of 
suffering is not yet ended. The righteous still suffer and finally 
during the time of the great tribulation Jewish believers, the 
godly faithful remnant, will have to pass through the deep waters 
of affliction, when the domineering and cruel power of the false 
Christ, the man of sin, has control. The parable of our Lord in 
Luke 18:1-8 of the widow and her prayer, "Avenge me of mine 
adversary," gives a picture of that remnant. The cry for righteous 
judgment will be answered when the Lord Jesus Christ comes the 
second time; then judgment will be executed and God's elect 
will be delivered. This Psalm must be read, like previous Psalms, 
in.the light of these coming events in the great tribulation. The 
imprecatory character of this Psalm is satisfactorily explained, 
as we shall see later, by what is to take place in the future. It is 
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of interest to note that "the Angel of the Lord" as the deliverer 
and executor of judgment is mentioned in the entire Book of 
Psalms only in this Psalm and the preceding one (Psa. 34:7). 
The Angel of the Lord, as we have shown in our book on "The 
Angels of God," is none other than the Son of God. He is invoked 
in this Psalm to chase and persecute the enemies which trouble 
His people. The Psalm has three parts: Verses 1-10; 11-18 and 
19-28. Each division begins with prayer and ends with praise. 

I. The Prayer Appeal to a Righteous God. (Verses 1-10.) 

Strire, Jehovah, with them that strive with me; 
Fight Thou against them that fight against me. 
Lay hold of shield and buckler, 
And stand up as my help. 
Make ready the spear, 
And close up the way against my pursuers; 
Say unto my soul: I am thy salvation. 
Let those be confounded and ashamed, who seek after my soul, 
Let them fall back and be covered with confusion, that desire my hurt. 
Let them become as chaff before the wind. 
And let the angel of the Lord chase them. 
Let their way be dark and slippery, 
And let the angel of the Lord pursue them. 
For without cause have they hid their net for me in a pit, 
Without cause have they digged it for my soul. 
Let destruction come upon him at unawares, 
And let his net, which he has hid, catch himself. 
With destruction let him fall into it. 
So shall my soul exult in Jehovah, 
It shall rejoice in His salvation. 
All my bones shall say, Jehovah, who is like unto Thee, 
Who deliverest the afflicted from him that is stronger than he; 
Yea, the poor and afflicted from him that spoileth him? 

Such is the opening appeal to a righteous God for help and 
intervention against the oppressor and enemy. The cause is 
put into the hands of the Lord, that He may plead it and fight 
Himself against him who fights the righteous. Such is the true 
way for God's people at all times; the Lord is still fighting the 
battles of His people, if we only learn to stand still and to trust 
Him. Then the Psalmist summons Jehovah to arm so that he 
might be shielded, and stand up for his help. Then he requests 
the Lord to take the offensive, to stand in the way with the spear, 
ready to smite his pursuer and thus become Himself his salvation. 

Verses 4-8 contain the imprecatory prayer, which has puzzled 
so many expositors. We quote Prof. Delitzsch: "What ex¬ 
planation can we give of such language coming from the lips and 
heart of David? Perhaps as paroxysms of a desire for revenge 

It is inconceivable that the unholy fire of personal 
passion could here be mingled with the holy fire of his love to 
God." Then he explains these prayers springing from "unselfish 
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zeal for the honor of God." Still another, expositor says: "But 
how are we to account for such prayers for vengeance at alJ? 
Are these the mere outbursts of passionate and unsanctified 
feeling, or are they the legitimate expression of righteous indig¬ 
nation? Are they to be excused as being animated by the 'Spirit 
of Elias,' a spirit not unholy indeed, but far removed from the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ; or are they stereotyped forms 
in which the Spirit of Christian devotion may utter itself? Are 
they Jewish only, or may they be Christian also?"* Then an 
attempt is made to explain these prayers by the essential difference 
between the Old and the New Testament. The only satisfactory 
explanation is the prophetic. These prayers relate to the future 
when the tune for judgment has come and when the righteous 
Jewish remnant suffers through the Satanic powers, personified 
in the Anti-Christ, The ungodly in Israel persecute them and 
Gentile nations also afflict them. God's wrath is about to be 
poured out in answer to their cry and appeal. We believe these 
imprecatory prayers were not prayed by David against Saul, for 
his treatment of the afflicted king was far different, but these 
prayers are prophetic and will be prayed at the time indicated 
above. 

We mention the prayer, "Let them be as chaff before the wind." 
This prayer will be answered by the smiting stone in Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar's prophetic dream. That stone, representing the judg¬ 
ment work of Christ in His second coming, strikes the great man 
image at the feet and then all the material of the image becomes 
"like the chaff of the summer threshing floors, and the wind 
carried them away" (Dan. 2:35). Here we have the fulfilment of 
this imprecatory prayer. And in these two verses (5 and 6) the 
Angel of the Lord is mentioned, dealing with the enemies of His 
people. And now the prayer heard and answered, Jehovah 
having interfered and sent deliverance, we read of praise and 
rejoicing. 

II. The Sufferings Described. (Verses 11-18.) 

Unjust witnesses rise up; 
They accuse me of things I know not. 
They reward me evil for good; 
Bereavement has come upon my soul. 
But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth. 
I humbled my soul with fasting, 
And my prayer returned into my own bosom. 
I behaved myself as though it had been my friend, my brother; 
As one who sorroweth for a mother, I Bowed in mourning. 
But when I halted, they rejoiced and gathered themselves together. 
The slandered gathered together against me ere I knew. 

*Perowne. 4 
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They did tear ine and ceased not; 
With profane jesters for bread, 
Gnashing upon me with their teeth. 
Jehovah, how long wilt Thou look on? 
Rescue my soul from their destructions, 
My only one from the lions. 
I will give Thee thanks in the great congregation, 
I will praise Thee among much people. 

David speaks of his experience. He had passed through deep 
waters. False witnesses had arisen against him, charging him 
with things of which he was innocent. He had done good, they 
rewarded him with evil. This probably refers to the good he 
had done to Saul, as Saul himself confessed. "And thou hast 
showed this day how that thou hast dealt well with me; for as 
much as when the Lord had delivered me into thine hand, thou 
killedst me not" (1 Sam. 24:18). He was the forsaken one; his 
loved ones were far from him. Not only had he been obliged 
to save his parents by causing them to flee to Moab, but his wife, 
Michal, was also torn from him. He was no longer in touch with 
beloved Jonathan. Others hated him, while he had shown unto 
them nothing but kindness. When they were afflicted by sick¬ 
ness, he was afflicted with them and wore sackcloth and humbled 
himself with fasting. While he had treated them as friend and 
brother, when he halted, when adversity came, they rejoiced, 
they gathered themselves together to mock and to slander him. 
Profane mockers were there, and gnashed upon him with their 
teeth. Then comes the cry for deliverance. Rescue my soul 
from their destructions, my only one from the lions. 

This cry with the note of praise and thanksgiving in the great 
congregation and before much people links this Psalm with the 
twenty-second, the great Psalm of the sufferings of Christ pro¬ 
phetically revealed. In this Psalm also the sufferings of Christ 
are clearly seen and foreshadowed in David's sufferings. False 
witnesses stood up against Him before Pilate. Those to whom 
He had done good rewarded Him with evil. He had healed 
their sick and carried in priestly sympathy their sicknesses and 
diseases; He had humbled Himself and fasted, and evil was meted 
out to Him. They rejoiced over Him, when, as the willing victim, 
He gave Himself; the smiters gathered together and mockers 
and slanderers were there; profane jesters were there and they 
gnashed their teeth upon Him. Then came the deep soul cry 
for salvation and He was heard, for God raised Him from among 
the dead. Then His praise will be heard in the great congre¬ 
gation and before much people; this is yet to be, when the great 
congregation of the redeemed is gathered and when the nations 
are brought into the millennial kingdom on earth. 

Nor must we forget to mention that all this applies to the godly 
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remnant of Jews, whose sufferings are pictured in these verses 
and who will, as the beloved ones, be delivered, and then sing 
praises to His name in the kingdom. 

III. The Ungodly and the Judgment. (Verses 19-28.) 

Let not mine enemies falsely rejoice over me, 
Let them not wink with the eye that hate me without cause! 
For they speak not peace; 
But they devise deceitful words against the quiet in the land. 
And they opened their mouths wide against me; 
They said, Aha, aha! our eye hath seen it. 
Thou hast seen it, Jehovah; keep not silence; 
Lord, be not far from me! 
Stir up Thyself and awake for my right, 
For my cause, my God and Lord. 
Judge me, Jehovah, my God, according to Thy righteousness; 
And let them not rejoice over me. 
Let them not say in their heart, Aha, so we would have it! 
Let them not say, We have swallowed him up. 
Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together 
That rejoice at mine adversity; 
Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor, 
That magnify themselves against me. 
Let them exult and rejoice that delight in my righteousness; 
Let them say continually, 
Let Jehovah be magnified, who delighteth in His servants' prosperity, 
And my tongue shall declare Thy righteousness— 
Thy praise at all times. 

In this concluding section we have first of all a description of 
the sins of the ungodly. They hate the righteous and rejoice 
over them; they hate them without cause. They are not for 
peace. Conflict and strife, even against those who walk with 
God quietly, is their constant aim. They are loud-mouthed, and 
when misfortune or affliction comes to the righteous, they cry 
out mockingly and maliciously—Aha, aha! our eye hath seen it. 

But now the righteous man speaks. "Thou hast seen it, 
Jehovah, keep not silence." This is the comfort and assurance 
of the righteous in all ages, as it will be the comfort of the godly 
in the future, that the Lord beholds it all and that He has a time 
when He will not keep silence in view of all the ungodliness in 
the world and the sufferings of His people. And so we have the 
prayer for divine intervention and help. It will surely come. 
With it comes the rejoicing and never-ending praise of the re¬ 
deemed in the coming kingdom. It is a blessed lesson we find 
in all these Psalms, that while the righteous suffer, while they 
have to pass through the deep waters of affliction, and the enemy 
rejoices over them, and in his rejoicings and mockery defies God, 
the end is always deliverance, and finally the kingdom on earth 
in which the righteous have their share. 
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THE THIRTY-SIXTH PSALM 

The Thirty-Sixth Psalm has the inscription of David, who calls 
himself here "the servant of Jehovah." In the preceding Psalm 
we read of the servant: "Let Jehovah be magnified that hath 
delight in the prosperity of His servant." David was the servant 
of Jehovah, and in this Psalm he gives under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit a contrast of the wicked in their alienation from God, 
with the God of His servants who find in Him their hope and 
refuge. The message of this Psalm is very simple. 

I. The Picture of the Wicked. (Verses 1-4.) 
The wicked hath an oracle of transgression in his heart,* 
There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
For he flattereth himself in his own eyes— 
Even when his iniquity is found to be hateful. 
The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; 
He hath abandoned wisdom and doing good. 
He deviseth wickedness upon his bed; 
He setteth himself in a way that is not good; 
He abhorreth not evil. 

The wicked carries in his bosom an oracle. It is his fallen 
nature, the source and fountain of evil. Just as the oracle of 
God, His inspired Word, leads to trust in Him and righteousness, 
so the oracle of the fallen nature of man inspires to do evil. The 
highest teaching on this was given by our Lord when He said: 
"For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matt. 15:19). 
He has no fear of God before his eyes. This we find quoted in 
the third chapter of Romans (Rom. 3:18). As it is known to 
every Christian, this chapter describes the lost condition of man, 
that negatively and positively, he is evil; there is nothing good 
in him, and all that is evil is in his nature, alienated from God. 
If there is anything unpalatable to the unregenerated, religious 
man, it is the truth of the utter depravity of human nature. It is 
no longer believed and no longer preached in the greater part of 
Christendom. Yet, though it is denied, the truth of it remains, 
and the evidences of it are found on all sides today. Being 
blind and blinded, they flatter themselves in their own eyes. 
While the natural man lives on according to his fallen nature, 
he imagines he does wisely and well for himself. Loving darkness 
more than light he calls evil good and good evil, and is self-
righteous and has an excuse for everything. They speak of self-

*The first sentence of the Psalm is translated from the Septuagint version. 
The A. V., "the transgression of the wicked saith within my heart," has dif¬ 
ficulties. We therefore adopt the Septuagint translation. 
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development and progress, while all along they serve sin till 
finally they discover that the evil loved brought a bitter fruit, 
and then it becomes hateful. "Sinners are self-destroyed," says 
Matthew Henry in his comment, "they are self-destroyers by 
being self-flatterers; Satan could not deceive them, if they did 
not deceive themselves. But will the cheat last always? No, 
the day is coming when the sinner will be undeceived, when his 
iniquity shall be found hateful." When their consciences become 
aroused, and sin finally appears in its true light, and makes them 
a terror to themselves, it is then that their iniquity will be found 
hateful. 

Then we read of the words and the ways of the wicked. They 
are evil. They leave off doing good and therefore they do evil. 
They not only do evil, but deliberately they devise it, plan for it 
to continue in the way of evil and rebellion against God. Finally, 
man's day ends with the ungodly, the wicked, the lawless one, 
he whom Scripture calls "the man of sin and the son of perdition," 
in whom the wickedness of man will be personified. 

II. What God is. (Verses 5-9.) 
Jehovah, Thy mercy is in the heavens, 
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
Thy righteousness is like the mountains of strength, 
Thy judgments are a great deep; 
Man and beast dost Thou preserve, O Jehovah. 
How precious is Thy Mercy, O God (Elohim)\ 
So the sons of men take refuge under the shadow of Thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy house; 
And Thou givest them to drink of the rivers of Thy pleasures. 
For with Thee is the fountain of life. 
And in Thy light do we see light. 

These are blessed words. David speaks now of the God whom 
man rejects and whom the wicked do not know, but who is the 
One under whose shadow of His wings the righteous find refuge 
and shelter? His mercy is in the heavens and is therefore over all. 
It is an everlasting mercy. His faithfulness reacheth unto the 
clouds. He never fails in His mercy and goodness, nor in the 
execution of all His purposes, including His coming judgments. 
His righteousness is as unmoveable as the great mountain ranges, 
and His judgments are a great deep, which cannot be fathomed 
by finite reason. As Creator He preserves man and beast; He 
mercifully provides for them. "These wait all upon Thee; that 
Thou rnayest give them their meat in due season" (Psa. 104:27). 
"Let us not wonder that God gives food to bad men, for He feeds 
the brute creatures; and let us not fear but that He will provide 
well for good men; He that feeds the young lions will not starve 
His own children." Under the shadow of His wings those who 
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believe find their refuge—and what a refuge and shelter it is! 
Here we find protection, security and rest, as well as the warmth 
of His love. We think also of His beautiful words spoken to 
Jerusalem, "how often would I have gathered thy children to¬ 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!" And all who are His He satisfies with the 
fatness of His house. Whatever their wants may be there is 
sufficient for all and every heart craving will be gratified. And 
so their joys are different from the joys of the world the ungodly 
possess. Theirs are fleeting, unsatisfying joys. The godly drink 
of a water which quenches all soul thirst, "they drink of the rivers 
of Thy pleasures." And that river is always full and always 
fresh and always flowing. Such are the present joys, but how 
much greater will be the eternal joys when the godly shall drink 
of the rivers of glory! "And He showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb" (Rev. 22:1). "For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of water; and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes" (Rev. 7:17). 

"For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light do we 
see light." Jehovah is the fountain of all life and light. The 
Gospel of John unfolds the depths of this statement, written by 
inspiration a thousand years before He came who is the Life and 
the Light. 

III. The Prayer. (Verses 10-12.) 

Continue Thy mercy unto them that know Thee, 
And Thy righteousness unto the upright in heart; 
Let not the foot of pride come against me 
And let not the hand of the wicked drive me away 
There are the workers of iniquity fallen; 

' They are cast down and not able to arise. 

He prays for a continuance of God's mercy upon all who know 
Him. He prays for deliverance in the conflict that the foot of 
pride, some arrogant tyrant, may not come against him, nor the 
hand of the wicked be able to drive him away. And suddenly 
he beholds the fall of the workers of iniquity, how they will be 
cast down and unable to arise. The future of judgment is un¬ 
veiled to him, while he calls on the Lord. This prayer again has a 
special relation to the godly Jewish remnant during the tribulation 
Period. They will look in prayer to Jehovah and His mercy; the 
wicked will press upon them, under the leadership of the man of 
sin, but judgment comes and the enemies of God's people are 
fallen never to arise. 
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THE THIRTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This is an almost perfect alphabetical Psalm. It is a great 
prophetic Psalm, promising and revealing the fullest blessing to 
the righteous remnant of Israel in the coming day, when they 
shall possess the land and enjoy their glorious inheritance. This 
Psalm will then be fully realized, when Israel's King has returned. 
While there are many admonitions and words of encouragement 
to the righteous, prayer, pleading for deliverance, or the outcry 
against the enemies, is completely missing in this Psalm. The 
time of blessing for the righteous has come. They have inherited 
the earth; evil is dethroned and the wicked are perished. But 
there is much exhortation to faith, to trust, and much else of 
comfort and encouragement for the godly. 

But it would be wrong to say that this Psalm has an exclusive 
meaning in connection with the earthly people of God. All true 
believers, though they are not of Israel, can claim and enjoy 
the precious things the Holy Spirit brings forth in this Psalm 
through David. The fact is that thousands upon thousands of 
Christian believers have turned, and still turn, to this Psalm for 
comfort and help. Many a Christian poet has gone here and 
found inspiration for his sonnets and hymns, which in turn have 
been the source of blessing to the household of faith. 

I. The Blessings of Faith and Assurance. (Verses 1-11.) 

Fret not thyself because of evil-doers; 
Be not envious of the workers of iniquity. 
For they shall soon be cut down like grass, 
And fade like the green herb. 
Trus t iJnehovah and do good: 
Dwell in the land, and feed on faithfulness. 
And delight thyself in Jehovah, 
So shall He give thee the desires of thy heart. 
Commit thy way unto Jehovah, 
Rely upon Him, He will act. 
And He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light. 
And thy right as the noon day. 
Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for Him; j 
Fret not thyself because of him that prospereth in his way; 
On account of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
Cease from anger and forsake wrath; 
Fret not thyself, it leads only to evil. : 
For evil doers shall be cut off, 
But they that wait on Jehovah shall inheiit the earth. 
Yet but a little while and the wicked is no more, 
Thou shalt consider his place and he shall not be. > 
But the meek shall inherit the land, 
And delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

The Psalm begins with the admonition to the godly not to fret 
because of evil doers and with the assurance that the day of 
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recompense, when the Lord will deal with them, will come; 
then they shall be cut down like grass and wither like the green 
herb. The same exhortation is frequently found in the Book of 
Proverbs (Chap. 24:1, 19; 23:17). The promise to God's earthly 
people is prosperity in earthly things. But often they saw the 
ungodly prospering while they, the righteous, suffered. They 
fretted on account of it. Later the godly Asaph faced this 
perplexing question. He spoke of the prosperity of the wicked, 
that he was envious of them. And after he described them, he 
wrote: "Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the 
world; they increase in riches." He was greatly perplexed, till 
he considered their end (Psa. 7^:1-20). 

Then follow a number of encouraging words, which all believers 
love: Trust in Jehovah; Delight thyself in Jehovah; Commit 
thy way unto Jehovah; Rest in Jehovah. It is the life of trust 
and confidence in Jehovah, which keeps the heart from fretting 
and being disturbed because of the wicked. Trust in the Lord 
and the practical expression of this trust, that is, doing what is 
right and good (Psa. 34:14) is the foundation of the life of faith. 
Trusting Him means to feed on His faithfulness; faith finds out 
that all His promises are true. This is followed by Jehovah 
becoming the heart's delight of the believer. Expressed in the 
language of the New Testament it means "rejoice in the Lord." 
As we walk in Him, looking to Him, being fed by Him in marvelous 
grace, we find our delight in Him and desire Him above every¬ 
thing else. In such fellowship prayer, bringing our heart's 
desires to Him, is not a duty, but a precious, delightful exercise, 
and the desires of the heart are granted by Him.. "And whatso¬ 
ever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His command¬ 
ments, and do those things which are pleasing in His sight" 
(1 John 3:22). Then faith commits all into His hands. "Commit 
thy way unto Jehovah" or, as the marginal reading has it, "roll 
thy way upon the Lord," He shall do it, or as we have put it, 
"He will act." It is interesting to notice that the Septuagint 
translates it, "Reveal thy way unto the Lord"; this means tell 
Him about your plans and your ways, talk it over with Him, 
then put it all upon Himself. And when we have put it all into 
His hands, worry and anxiety must cease; we must leave it with 
Him. To tell the Lord about ourselves, our way, our difficulties, 
our straits; to commit it all unto Him and then to continue in 
fears and anxiety is not faith but the most subtle form of unbelief. 
He is able and sufficient to act in our behalf. Our way may be 
dark, but He has a way to bring us out of all darkness and deliver 
us from all our fears and cares. 

Commit thou all thy ways, and all thy grief and care. 
To Him whom heaven obeys, whose love is everywhere— 
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For air and clouds and wind, He findeth pathways meet. 
Shall He not also find the pathway for thy feet? 
Thy trust must be in Him, if thou wouldst be at peace; 
If His work is thy theme, thy work shall have success. 
With labor of thine own, with sorrowing and with care, 
No blessing can be won; God giveth all to prayer.* 

The next is, we rest in the Lord. It is the rest of faith. This 
will bring the exercise of patience in waiting on Him, as well as 
for Him to act in our behalf. We have then need to remember 
that it is written, "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isa. 55:8, 9). 

Then comes the announcement of judgment in store for the 
wicked. Evil doers shall be cut off. To this is added twice 
the promise given to those who wait on the Lord, and to the 
meek (and both go together), that is to the righteous, "they shall 
inherit the earth." This is the promise made to the godly in 
Israel, it is the hope of His earthly people. The hope of the 
Church is not earthly but heavenly. 

The Church's destiny is not an earthly Jerusalem, but the 
heavenly Jerusalem. The Church will not reign on the earth, 
but over the earth. As it is known to every reader of the New 
Testament, our Lord in one of the beatitudes quotes from this 
Psalm, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." 
This promise shows that the Sermon on the Mount is not addressed 
to the meek in the Church, the Body of Christ, but to the meek, 
the saints of Israel. When finally there is a godly suffering 
remnant of Israelites on earth, waiting patiently and in meekness 
for Jehovah, they will receive with His coming the earth for their 
inheritance. 

II. The Contrast between the Wicked and the Righteous. 
(Verses 12-20.) 

The wicked plotteth against the righteous; 
And gnasheth on him with his teeth. 
The Lord laugheth at him; 
For He seeth that his day is coming. 
The wicked draw their sword and bend their bow. 
To cast down the poor and needy, 
To slay the upright in the way. 
Their sword shall enter into their own heart. 
And their bows shall be broken. 
The little that the righteous hath. 
Is more than the riches of many wicked. 
For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, 
But Jehovah upholdeth the righteous. 

*From the German, Paul Gerhard's hymn, "Befiehl Du Deine Wege." 
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Jehovah knoweth the days of the perfect, 
And their inheritance shall remain for ever. 
They shall not be ashamed in the time of evil, 
In the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 
But the wicked shall perish, 
And the enemies of Jehovah shall be as the fat of lambs— 
They shall consume, like smoke shall they consume away. 

Little comment is needed in explaining this contrast between 
the wicked and the righteous. These words will take on their 
rightful meaning when we consider them prophetically. There 
has been an age-long plotting of the wicked against the righteous. 
What our Lord said in His prayer, "The world hateth them," 
has been true in the past and is still true today. Let only believers 
live out their separation from the world and the world will surely 
hate and despise them. But the plotting of the wicked against 
God, against His Anointed (Christ) and against His people, will 
reach its climax in the end of this age. Of this final conflict we 
read in this Psalm: the Lord's laughter is also recorded here. 
The day of the wicked, when judgment overtakes him, is the day 
of Jehovah, when He appears in visible glory and majesty. And 
what blessed assurance there is given to the righteous! They are 
upheld, kept, delivered, satisfied, and their inheritance is for ever, 
while the wicked are consumed in the fires of judgment like the 
fat of lambs. 

III. The Contrast of the ways and the end of the Righteous 
and the Wicked. (Verses 21-40.) 

The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again, 
But the righteous is gracious and giveth. 
For those blessed of Him shall possess the earth; 
And they that are cursed of Him shall be cut off. 

Here is the contrast between the greed and injustice of the 
wicked and the kindness and liberality of the righteous, and the 
destiny of the righteous, possessing the earth, and the destiny of 
the wicked—they are cut off. The warnings, in the New Testa¬ 
ment against greed and covetousness are the most prominent. 
Alas! that there are, in these days of greed and earthly ambitions, 
so many who profess to be children of God who do not heed these 
exhortations and manifest the same trend which is so prominent 
in the world. They forget that it is written, "they that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which draw men in to destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil" (1 Tim. 6:9). And they 
do not remember that "covetousness is idolatry." True piety 
must ever be witnessed to by graciousness and liberality. 
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The steps of a man are established by Jehovah; 
And He delighteth in his way. 
Though he fall he shall not be utterly cast down. 
For Jehovah upholdeth with His hand. 
I have been young, and now am old, 
And I have not seen the righteous forsaken 
Nor his seed begging bread. 
He is always gracious and lendeth 
And his seed shall be a blessing. 

The man, whose steps are established by the Lord, is, of course, 
a righteous man. As the righteous steps on in faith and con¬ 
fidence in the Lord, walking in a way well pleasing in the sight 
of God, his going forth will be established. If perchance he shall 
stumble and fall, in the way of trust in which Jehovah delighteth, 
the Lord will uphold him. 

David speaks of his own experience. He has watched and seen 
how the Lord takes care of the righteous. "I have not seen the 
righteous forsaken." But this reminds us of Him who is righteous, 
yea the righteous One. That Just One was forsaken when He 
hung on the Cross—forsaken of a holy and righteous God, because 
He had taken the sinners place. And now all who are in Him, 
sheltered by His ever blessed and finished work can never be 
forsaken. 

Depart from evil and do good, 
And dwell forever more. 
For Jehovah loveth judgment 
And will not forsake His saints, 
They are kept for ever; 
But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 
The righteous shall possess the earth, 
And dwell therein for ever. 

Here we find additional admonition and assurance. The saints 
of God, Jewish or Christian, must turn from evil, turn their back 
upon it and learn constantly to do good. Jehovah has pledged 
His Word that He will never forsake His saints; He will keep 
them. Then once more the destiny of the righteous and the 
wicked is mentioned. 

The mouth of the righteous uttereth wisdom, 
And his tongue speaketh judgment; 
The law of His God is in his heart, 
His steps shall not slide. 
The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
And seeketh to kill him. 
Jehovah will not leave him in his hands, 
Nor condemn him when he is judged. 

The righteous man is governed by that which is in his heart. 
It is the "Torah," the law of His God. "Thy Word have I hid 
in my heart that I might not sin against Thee" (Psa. 119:11). 
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The law of God in the heart is according to the new covenant, 
yet to be ratified with Israel (Heb. 8:10-13). Believers, born 
again, have in the new nature the perfect law of liberty, and 
walking in the Spirit, their steps will not slide. The mouth and 
the tongue of the righteous should be governed by that new nature. 

Wait on Jehovah and keep His way; 
And He will exalt thee to possess the land; 
When the wicked is cut off thou shall see it. 
I have seen the wicked in great power, 
And spreading like a green tree in its native soil. 
I passed by and lo, he was not; 
I sought him and he was not found. 
Mark the perfect, and behold the upright. 
For the end of that man is peace. 
But the transgressors shall be destroyed together— 
The future of the wicked is, to be cut off. 
But the salvation of the righteous is of Jehovah, 
He is their strength in troublous times. 
And Jehovah will help them and deliver them. 
He shall deliver them from the wicked, and save them, 
For they trust in Him. 

Thus ends this beloved Thirty-seventh Psalm, filled with so 
much comfort to the trusting heart. What a great life it is to 
live in faith, in fellowship with God! What a great privilege to 
wait on the Lord, to wait patiently on Him as well as for Him! 
What a solemn responsibility to show in our lives that we are 
governed by the Spirit of God, our works and ways testifying 
to the fact that we are righteous! And what a glorious and 
eternal destiny! 

THE THIRTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This is one of the so-called penitential Psalms. The Psalm 
reveals great and bitter sufferings, both physical and mental. 
David is in deep distress. The body is wasting away, afflicted 
with a loathsome disease, and the soul is full of anguish. He is 
benumbed and sore, broken and full of unrest. He is consumed 
by a burning fever, with a fast beating heart and failing eyes. 
His friends have forsaken him and his foes look upon him as 
being cast off. Suffering seems to have reached its climax in his 
experience. But then he turns to the Lord and cries to Him with 
confession of his sin. It is the language of faith purified by deep 
affliction which finally pleads: "Leave me not Jehovah; my 
God, be not far from me. Haste to help me, O Lord of my sal¬ 
vation." 

The question arises as to the prophetic aspect of this Psalm. 
Some have interpreted it as being descriptive not of David's 
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suffering but of the suffering of Christ. These expositors have, 
therefore, applied this Psalm, the bodily and mental suffering, to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As we shall show in our brief exposition, 
this is impossible. It would be sheer blasphemy to say that certain 
statements describe the sufferings of our Lord. That we find 
expressions in this Psalm which remind us of His sufferings is 
unquestionably true, as it is of many other descriptions of affliction, 
suffering, and sorrow in the Psalms. 

I. Penitential Confession. (Verses 1-4.) 
Jehovah, rebuke me not in Thy wrath 
Nor chasten me in the heat of Thine anger! 
For Thine arrows stick fast in me, 
And Thy hand presseth me down. 
There is no soundness in my flesh, because of Thine indignation; 
There is no health in my bones, because of my sin. 
For mine iniquities are gone over my head; 
As a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 

The one who speaks is deeply convicted of sin. It is on account 
of sin committed that he fears God's holy wrath and the fury of 
His anger. The arrows of conviction have pierced his conscience; 
they stick fast in him, while he feels the hand of a holy God 
pressing down upon him in chastisement. His physical well-being 
is affected by it: no soundness in his flesh; no health in his bones. 
All is on account of his sin; he feels that his iniquities are gone 
over his head. The burden is so great, that he cannot bear it 
any longer. We do not know at what period of his Life David 
had this experience. The inscription says "to bring into remem¬ 
brance." Is it the great sin he committed, which is here 
remembered? 

II. Bodily Affliction and Suffering. (Verses 5-8.) 

My wounds stink and are corrupt, 
Because of my foolishness. 
I am depressed, lam bowed down beyond measure; 
All the day long I go mourning; 
For my loins are full of burning 
And there is no soundness in my flesh. 
I am benumbed and broken beyond measure. 
I have roared by reason of the unrest of my heart. 

The chastening hand of the Lord rested upon him and disease 
had come upon him as the result of his foolishness, that is his 
sin. We do not know what kind of a disease it was, what cor¬ 
rupted, infected wounds he had. As we have no historical infor¬ 
mation it is useless to speculate on the meaning of these expres¬ 
sions. He evidently was greatly afflicted in his body. His wounds 
were full of corruption; he was bowed down beyond measure; his 
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loins were full of burning; there was no soundness in his flesh. He 
also suffered mentally. All day long he mourned; he was filled 
with unrest; he was broken into pieces and like one benumbed. 
Sick in soul and in body he is humiliated and in sore distress. 

It is here where certain men have made the horrible suggestion 
that these words describe prophetically the sufferings of our Lord. 
Some of the so-called "faith-healers" or "divine healers" claim 
that our Lord had a diseased body, that in order to deliver us 
from our diseases, he had to carry them in His own body. And 
so they apply the words of Matthew 8:17, "Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our diseases" to His physical condition, that 
He carried literally, a diseased body while on earth. This is 
more than a horrible suggestion; it is sheer blasphemy. Our 
Lord had a holy, a sinless body. Disease is the result of sin. 
Both disease and death are in the world on account of sin. Where 
there is no sin, there is no disease and death has lost its claim. 
Our Lord knew no sin and, therefore, He knew no disease; nor 
did death have power over His holy, sinless body. To say that 
it was otherwise makes our holy Lord a sinner, which He was not. 
Equally evil is the teaching which, it seems, all faith-healers and 
divine healers hold, that Christ died for our sicknesses and dis¬ 
eases, as He died for our sins. There is not a line of Scripture for 
such an assumption. 

HI. Turning to the Lord. (Verses 9-15.) 
Lord, all my desire is before Thee, 
And my sighing is not hid from Thee. 
My heart beats fast, my vigor hath forsaken me; 
And the light of mine eyes, 
It also is no more with me. 
My lovers and my friends stand aside from my stroke. 
And my kinsmen stand afar off. 
And they that seek after my life lay snares for me, 
And they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, 
And meditate deceptions all the day long. 
But I, like one deaf, hear not; 
And as a dumb man who openeth not his mouth. 
Yea, I am as a man that heareth not 
And in whose mouth are no reproofs. 
For in thee, Jehovah, I hope: 
Thou shalt answer, O Lord, my God. 

When finally all is hopeless for him, when his heart throbs, his 
eye-sight fails; when lovers, friends and kinsmen stand aside and 
the wicked plan snares for him, the sufferer and chastised one 
turns to the Lord as his refuge. He knows the Lord is omniscient; 
He knows the desires, the wishes of his heart; He knows and 
watches over all his misery. All looked upon him as if the stroke 
of God had laid him low, but he has confidence; his hope is in 
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Jehovah. He knows his bitter cry will find an answer. Casting 
himself in all his deep distress upon the Lord, he becomes like 
a deaf man, who hears not the taunts of the wicked, nor the 
surmisings of his friends. He is like a dumb man, who cannot 
answer back. And here is a valuable lesson. It is a good thing 
to act like a deaf and a dumb man when the false accusations, the 
sneers and the taunts of the enemy are heaped upon us. 

IV. Trust in Face of Enemies. (Verses 16-22.) 
For I said, Let them not rejoice over me! 
When my foot slipped, they magnified themselves against me. 
For I am ready to halt, 
And my sorrow is before me continually. 
For I will declare mine iniquity, 
I am grieved over my sin. 
But mine enemies are lively; they are strong; 
And they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 
And they that render evil for good are mine adversaries. 
Because I fellow that which is good. 
Forsake me not Jehovah! 
My God, be not far from me! 
Hasten to my help; 
O Lord, my salvation. 

He is concerned about the enemies. They were ready to 
rejoice over him; his foot had slipped and they magnified them¬ 
selves against him. They were lively and strong. They hated 
him wrongfully. He followed that which is good and they who 
render evil for good were his adversaries. He puts it all before 
the Lord. He feels his great weakness; godly sorrow is upon 
him. He declares in His presence his iniquity and is grieved 
over his sin. It is true his sin had given the enemies an occasion 
to rejoice, as the world always rejoices when the righteous man 
makes a failure and sins. But what a blessed thing to put it all 
before the Lord! He is humbled on account of his sin; it is 
confessed, and the rejoicing of the wicked, when they magnified 
themselves because the righteous had slipped, will but work their 
own ruin and condemnation. 

And how much there is in this simple cry with which this 
Psalm closes, "0 Lord, my salvation!" 

THE THIRTY-NINTH PSALM 
The frailty and vanity of human existence on earth is told out 

in a masterly way in this Psalm, which is often used at funerals. 
Here, for the first time, we find in the inscription the name of 
Jedutfiun. He was one of the three musical directors, or choir¬ 
masters in connection with Israel's worship. The other two were 
Asaph and Heman (1 Chron. 16:41, 42; 25:1-6; 2 Chron. 5:12; 
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35:15). The Psalm has been characterized as "the most beautiful 
of all elegies in the Psalter." Says Dean Perowne: "The holy 
singer had long pent up his feelings; and though busy thoughts 
were stirring within him, he would not give them utterance. He 
could not bare his bosom to the rude gaze of an unsympathizing 
world. And he feared lest, while telling his perplexities, some 
word might drop from his lips which would give the wicked an 
occasion to speak evil against his God. And when at last, unable 
to repress his strong emotion, he speaks to God and not to man, it 
is as one who feels how hopeless the problem of life is, except as 
seen in the light of God. It is with the deep conviction of frailty 
(verse 6) and sinfulness (Verse 9), as well as of the frailty and 
sinfulness of all men. It is with the touching sadness of one who 
cannot be comforted. And yet the weeping eye is raised to 
heaven, and amidst all his grief and perplexity, notwithstanding 
all that is so dark and cheerless in the world, pilgrim and stranger 
as he is, the Psalmist can still say 'My hope is in Thee.' " We 
divide this Psalm into two sections. 

I. The Frailty and Nothingness of Man. (Verses 1-6.) 

I said: Let me take heed to my ways. 
That I sin not with my tongue; 
I will keep my mouth with a muzzle, 
While the wicked is before me. 
I was dumb with silence; 
I held my peace from good. 
And my sorrow was stirred. 
My heart was hot within me, 
While I mused a fire kindled within me— 
I spoke with my tongue: 
Make me know, O Jehovah, mine end. 
And the measure of my days, what it is: 
That I may know how frail I am 
Behold, Thou has made my days as hand-breadths, 
And my life-time is as nothing before Thee; 
Surely every man at his best, is nothing but a breath. Selah. 
Surely as a shadow does man walk to and fro; 
Surely they are disquieted in vain; 
He heapeth up treasures, and knoweth not who shall 

gather them. 

The Psalms begins with a resolution. He would restrain his 
tongue, fearing lest his complaint might be misconstrued as 
murmuring against God his Maker. He is afraid to utter any¬ 
thing and would rather suffer his affliction in silence in the presence 
of the wicked. He realized how easy it was to sin with his tongue, 
that unruly member, and so he would treat it as men treat a 
vicious animal—that is muzzle his mouth. How true it is, that 
which James writes about the tongue, and many Christians should 
read it often as a warning, for the sins of the tongue are more 
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in evidence than ever before. "It is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison." So the Psalmist would restrain himself so as not to 
give an offense. He was dumb with silence; he does not speak 
even the good, but is in complete silence. 

But this self-imposed restraint and silence could not last; there 
comes a break. Like a dam which holds the waters, which can 
no longer stand the pressure, and when it breaks there is a great 
flood, so the Psalmist stirred to the utmost gives way to his deep 
emotions. He bursts forth in an eloquent appeal, not to man, 
nor to his enemies, but he addresses God. "While I mused a 
fire kindled within me—I spoke with my tongue." He tells 
Jehovah to set the transitoriness of his earthly existence before 
his eyes. He desires to know the measure of his days and through 
the knowledge received, have a greater realization of his frailty. 
He confesses that his life is as hand-breadths, that it is a vanishing 
nothing before God and His unfathomable eternity. Elsewhere 
in Scripture this is put before our hearts. (James 4:14; Job. 7:6-9.) 
Life is nothing but a breath; it is as nothing before the Eternal 
One. What then is all this disquietness, this unrest, this hurry, 
this fear and worry! All suffering, good days and evil days, the 
prosperity of the wicked, earthly success, glory and honor—all 
last but a very short time. They heap together treasures, they 
call it their own. Suddenly the breath of life is gone. They leave 
it all behind and know not who gathers it all. 

These are wholesome and undisputable truths. How we do 
forget them! Young in his "Night-Thoughts" wrote a true 
thought—"Men think all men mortal but themselves." We 
forget so often the frailty, the uncertainty, the vanity of life. 
We forget that all is passing. In these days of materialism how 
we all, even the strongest believers, have need of praying, "So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to 
wisdom" (Psa. 90:12). 

II. The Prayer and Self-Judgment. (Verses 7-13.) 
And now Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in Thee. 
Deliver me from all my revoltings. 
Make me not the reproach of the foolish. 
I was dumb, I opened not my mouth. 
For Thou, Thou hast done it. 
Remove away from me Thy stroke. 
I am consumed by the blow of Thy hand. 
When Thou with rebukes dost chasten a man of iniquity, 
Thou makest his beauty consume away like a moth, 
Surely every man is vanity. Selah. 
Hear my prayer, Jehovah, and give ear unto my cry, 
Be not silent at my tears! 
For I am a stranger with Thee; 
A sojourner like all my fathers. 
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Look away from me, that I may recover strength, 
Before I go hence and be no more. 

This is a most beautiful and comprehensive prayer. How much 
it includes! How the first utterance, "Lord what wait I for?" 
should be constantly asked by all believers. What are my 
expectations? In what is my hope? What wait I for? Blessed 
are we if we too can say "My hope is in Thee." If we wait for 
anything less than the Lord Himself and for the abiding things, 
the unseen things above, we shall be disappointed. There is 
self-judgment and confession. He looks upon his failures as 
revoltings. There is an humble submission. He refuses to open 
his mouth. The stroke which fell upon him was well deserved; 
it was the Lord's doing. There is pleading that the stroke might 
be removed. It was the Lord's chastening. He acknowledges 
His hand and knows by experience that all human beauty and 
glory is consumed away like a moth, when He chastens. How 
Job and many others have experienced this! And philosophy, 
the greatest philosophers have never learned—Surely every man 
is vanity! 

Then follows his definite pleading. He wept—consider my 
tears! Consider I am nothing but a stranger and sojourner here. 
Look away from me, with Thine eyes of holiness and righteous¬ 
ness! He means that the Lord should no longer deal with him 
on account of his foolishness and revoltings. The holy One is 
also the God of Love. He desires the recovery of strength, ere 
he goes hence and is no more, that is in his earthly existence. 
Read this Psalm frequently; it will bring blessing to heart and life. 

THE FORTIETH PSALM 

The Fortieth Psalm is often looked upon as containing solely 
the experience of King David, perhaps during his flight from 
Absalom. But it is more than that. No doubt David had 
passed through deep suffering in which he patiently waited on the 
Lord, and when deliverance came he uttered this song of praise, 
given to him by the Spirit of God. In it the Holy Spirit, as in 
other Psalms, points beyond David, to Him, who is David's 
Lord and David's Son, the root and offspring of David, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The fact that our Lord and His work is the burden 
of this Psalm has often been overlooked. Hebrews 10:5-10 
teaches this; and it is Christ Himself who speaks and relates 
His experience. 

He speaks of Himself as the One, who came to do the will of 
God, who went into the horrible pit and the miry clay and bore 
the sins of His people. He celebrates in praise, His resurrection 
triumph and His ascension, singing now the new song in which His 
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saved and delivered people join. It is a most interesting Psalm, 
which should be linked with the Twenty-second. We divide this 
Psalm into three parts. 

I. Christ's Song of Triumph over His Completed Work. 
(Verses 1-5.) 

I waited patiently for Jehovah; 
And He inclined unto me 
And heard my cry. 
He brought me up also 
Out of an horrible pit 

£ Out of the miry clay; 
And set my feet upon a rock, 
Established my goings. 
And He has put a new song in my mouth; 
Praises unto our God; 
Many shall see it and fear, 
And shall trust in Jehovah. 

The first verse puts before us the fact of His humiliation. The 
Son of God came to this earth and took the place of dependence 
under God His Father. In His perfect life on earth He waited 
patiently for Jehovah. What the great purpose of the incarnation 
was is stated later in this Psalm. However, even this first verse 
directs our attention at once to His suffering and His obedience 
unto death. The cry which He uttered and again the joyous 
announcement that he was heard reminds us of Hebrews 5:7-8. 
The horrible pit* and miry clay are descriptive of that deepest 
place of agony and death into which He went, when He was made 
sin for us. Then all the billows and waves of the judgment of a 
holy God broke over His head. Joseph was cast into a pit and 
what anguish of soul he had. For the brethren who put him 
there said one to another "we are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought 
us and we would not hear" (Gen. 42:21). 

Jeremiah was cast into a dungeon filled with mire into which 
he sank (Jer. 38:6). How great was his suffering! But what is 
it all in comparison with Him, who knew no sin and was made sin 
for us, who went into the dungeon and sank into the miry clay! 
Who can describe what it meant for Him to go there! Gethsemane 
with its unfathomable agony gives an answer, for then He looked 
forward to that place He had to go. But His suffering and death 
are not so much before us in these opening verses as the fact that 
He had gone there and has been brought up, that death could not 
hold Him, who is the Prince of life. It is His triumphant Resur¬ 
rection song, in which mention is made of the place He had taken. 

"Hebrew The pit of destruction 
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Resurrection is spoken of in the two sentences, "He brought me 
up also"—"And set my feet upon a rock." His resurrection is 
described here, as it is always in connection with salvation, as 
an act of God. And this meant both a justification of Himself 
and a witness that the salvation He has wrought is complete and 
accepted (Rom. 4:24-25). And now through Him sin and death 
are abolished. 

His ascension into glory is seen in the words "established my 
going." As risen from the dead He has entered as the glorified 
Man into the presence of God. "He is gone into heaven, and is 
at the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers 
being made subject unto Him" (1 Peter 3:22). And therefore 
He who was on earth, who went into the horrible pit and miry clay; 
He, who so completely glorified God and finished the great work 
and was raised from the dead and ascended upon high, sings the 
new song. It is the glorious and never ending song of redemption. 
He is the leader of it and He alone knows the fulness and glory of 
that redemption. The great subject of it is, "Praises unto our 
God." Here He sings praises not unto His God, but "our God," 
showing the blessed results of His great work. Sinners believing 
on Him are now brought into fellowship with God. He Himself 
stated the great truth immediately after His resurrection, "I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God." He has brought us to God. 

What a wonderful thing redemption is! By nature we are in 
the horrible pit and the miry clay, in the place of death and cor¬ 
ruption. But He came and as our substitute went there. And 
now believing sinners are taken out of the horrible pit and the 
miry clay, and are made free from the law of sin and death and— 
oh! glorious portion—unspeakable joy! with Him, who is the 
leader of our salvation, we sing praises unto God. Our feet are 
planted upon the same rock with Himself and our goings are 
established with Him. 

This participation in redemption by believing sinners is antici¬ 
pated in this Psalm. "Many shall see it and fear, and shall trust 
in Jehovah." Alas! that all will not see it and accept what God 
has wrought. 

Blessed is that man that maketh Jehovah his trust, 
And turneth not to the proud 
And to such as turn aside to lies. 
Many, O Jehovah, my God, are thy marvelous works 
Which Thou hast done; 
And Thy thoughts toward us. 
They cannot be put in order unto Thee. 
Would I declare and speak of them, 
They are more than could be numbered. (Verses 4-5.) 
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Our Lord must likewise be considered here first of all. He is 
the blessed One who made Jehovah His trust. But it means 
every sinner who trusts in the Lord. And what a blessedness 
it is to trust in Jehovah and thus enter upon that wonderful 
inheritance. But such a trust in Jehovah and partaking of His 
redemption, also means separation from the proud and those who 
turn aside to lies. 

The fifth verse is still of greater interest. The speaker is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and here we behold Him as the One who is 
in God's counsel concerning His own marvelous work in redemp¬ 
tion. How many they are! What He has done in the great 
redemption work, the thoughts of peace and love towards us, 
the mighty power He has placed on our side, is so full and rich 
that it cannot be set in order. Yea, if He who knows them all, 
the author and finisher of the faith, were to speak of them, they 
are more than could be numbered. What a vista of redemption! 
How great the blessedness of those who trust in Him! In a little 
measure we know some of His thoughts of love. The best is yet 
to come. When we shall know as we are known; then the flood tide 
of redemption will burst upon us. In the ages to come our God 
will display the surpassing riches of His grace in His kindness 
towards us through Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:7). 

In that day when He calls His saints to meet Him in the air 
to be forever with the Lord, His marvelous works that he has 
done will be fully revealed to His redeemed. Such visions of the 
coming glories should sustain us down here and wean us completely 
from the playthings of the dust. "Such are the multitude of the 
thoughts and works of the ever blessed God! Exhaustless in 
their fulness, they will give endless occupation to the lips of the 
Lord Jesus, and to the hearts of the delighted audience of His 
love. Their lips shall also speak. They shall utter without 
weariness or pause the perfect praises of God and of the Lamb. 
Rich and ever blessed prospect of that hope which maketh not 
ashamed! And though the many souls God is bringing to His 
glory are weary now, because the way of pilgrimage seems long, 
yet can they enter already into the enjoyment of the things not 
seen. For to them the living Spirit is Himself, the foretaste of 
those joys which will presently be apprehended in the full fruition 
of their blessedness. May that day of lasting blessedness draw 
quickly to its rise."* 

II. The Obedient One and His Sacrifice. (Verses 6-8.) 
Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire. 
Ears hast thou digged for me; 

*Pridham. 
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Burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 
Then said I, Behold, I come. 
In the roll of the book it is written of me; 
To do thy will, my God, is my delight, 
And thy law is within my heart. 

As is well known, the Epistle to the Hebrews quotes nearly 
all of these verses. It is a most blessed revelation. We are per¬ 
mitted to listen to a conversation in heaven between the Father 
and the Son, before He ever came into the world. It is indeed 
holy ground. The beginning of the tenth chapter in Hebrews 
shows that the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sins. 
The sacrifices brought year by year could not make the comers 
thereunto perfect. But what was the meaning of these sacrifices 
and offerings? They were types, a shadow of good things to 
come (Heb. 10:1). The Son of God in the bosom of the Father, 
before His incarnation, is the speaker, who declares the insufficiency 
of burnt-offering and sin offering. A greater, a better sacrifice 
is needed to solve the sin question. 

And before He declares His willingness to come to do His will, 
we read the words "ears hast thou digged for me," or, as the 
authorized version has it, "mine ears hast thou opened." But 
why is it that in Hebrews these words are changed into a "body 
hast Thou prepared me"? The so-called Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament made in the third century before 
Christ translates the words "ears hast thou digged for me" with 
"a body hast thou prepared me." The writer of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews quotes the Septuagint. Inasmuch as the Holy 
Spirit wrote through Him, the Spirit of God sanctions this inter¬ 
pretation according to His will. There is, therefore, no dis¬ 
crepancy here at all. It is rather an evidence of inspiration. And 
blessed indeed are the lessons which come to us from these words 
and the divinely given paraphrase. 

1. In Isaiah 50:5 we read of our Lord: "The Lord hath 
opened mine ear and I was not rebellious, neither turned away 
back." And where did this opened ear and obedience lead Him 
to? The next verse gives the answer. "I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid 
not my face from shame and spitting." His ears were opened, 
digged, to hear the divine Word, to be the obedient servant. 

2. In Exodus 21 :l-6 we read of the servant who was to serve 
perpetually for the love he had for his Master, and the wife (the 
Master's gift) and the children; he had his ear bored, and thus 
out of love he remained in service forever. It is a blessed type 
of Him, who came not to be ministered unto but to minister, who 
loved God and loved the Church and gave Himself for it, and 
though He is gone into heaven serves still and is with us. Even 
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in glory "He will gird Himself . . . and will come forth and 
serve them" (Luke 12:37). 

3. If he was to come as servant, obedient to God, yea obedient 
unto death, the death of the cross, He had to take on a body and 
that body was a body prepared for Him. It has often been 
overlooked that there is a connection between the ears digged and 
the holy, sinless humanity of our Lord. In Jeremiah 6:10 we 
read "their ear is uncircumcised." The same expression is used 
in the New Testament: "Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears" (Acts 7:51). The uncircumcised ear, the ear 
not digged through, stands for sinful and rebellious humanity. 
But He came with a body prepared, nothing whatever sinful was 
attached to that blessed body. He was "holy" who not alone 
did 11 ot sin, but could not sin. In the roll of the book, in the law 
and the Prophets, it was written that He should come, and He 
came. "Lo I am come," is the correct reading. Then He gave 
Himself. He offered that body, which knew no sin, and was made 
sin for us. And oh! the blessed, glorious truth! He came to do 
God's eternal will, "by the which will we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Heb. 10:10). 

I have preached righteousness in the great congregation, 
Behold, I have not withheld my lips, Jehovah, Thou knowest. 
I have not hidden thy righteousness within my heart, 
I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation, 
I have not concealed thy loving kindness and thy truth 
From the great congregation. 
Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, Jehovah, 
Let thy loving kindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 
For innumerable evils have compassed me about. 
Mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I cannot see; 
They are more than the hairs of my head 
And iny heart has failed me. 

And still the blessed One is before us. When on earth it was 
His delight to do God's will, and His law was in His heart. He 
is the blessed Man in the First Psalm. His holy walk in preaching 
righteousness before the cross is here in view. "Thou knowest," 
He could say to His Father, and the Father's voice spoke over 
His blessed Son declaring that His delight was equally in Him. 
He witnessed a good confession. 

In the twelth verse His substitutionary sacrifice is revealed 
once more. He who always did the Father's will became the 
sin-bearer. He had no sin, but He took our sins upon Himself. 
The iniquities were put upon Him, were not His own, but the sins 
of His people. It was there in that horrible pit that God laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all (Isa. 53:6). What depths of sorrow 
and sufferings are here! The iniquities laid upon Him, more than 
the hairs of the head, and the innumerable evils (who could speak 
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of these) blurred His vision. He could not look up: He could not 
see, for darkness enshrouded the cross. Was there ever any 
sorrow like unto His sorrow wherewith the Lord afflicted Him 
in the day of His fierce anger? (Lam. 1:12). And God delivered 
Him and saved His darling; from the horns of the unicorn He 
was heard. The mighty power of God raised Him up and gave 
Him the highest place in Glory, where he is now the everlasting 
witness that the work is done. 

III. His Enemies and His Saints. (Verses 14-17.) 

Jehovah make haste to my help. (Verses 9-12.) 
Be pleased, oh, Jehovah, to deliver me; 
Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together 
That seek after my soul to destroy it; 
Let them be turned backward and confounded 
That take pleasure in mine adversity. 
Let them be desolate because of their shame 
That say unto me, Aha! Aha! 
Let all those that seek Thee be glad and rejoice in Thee, 
Let such as love Thy salvation say continually 
Jehovah be magnified! 
But I am afflicted and needy; 
The Lord thinketh upon me. 
Thou art my help and my deliverer, 
My God, make no delay. 

Here is a contrast between His enemies and His Saints. These 
verses, however, have a special meaning in connection with the 
pious Jewish remnant of the future. Here we hear their cry in 
the final persecution known as the great tribulation. In their 
affliction He also will be afflicted. We shall not enlarge upon 
these last words of this Psalm. The Seventieth Psalm is the 
repetition of these words. That the Seventieth Psalm repeats 
these final stanzas of Psalm Forty is not without meaning. 

THE FORTY-FIRST PSALM 
This Psalm, the last of the first great main division of the book 

of Psalms, begins with "Blessed" and ends with a "Blessed." It 
is a Davidic Psalm, written by him, probably during the rebellion 
of his son Absalom. The New Testament shows clearly that it 
is a Messianic Psalm, predicting the suffering of Christ. Our 
Lord made use of it when Judas was about to go out into the night 
to betray Him. "I speak not of you all; I know whom I have 
chosen, but that the Scripture might be fulfilled, He that eateth 
bread with me has lifted up his heel against me" (John 13:18). 
He quoted the ninth verse of this Psalm. We also find that Peter 
referred to it. "Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs 
have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit by the mouth of David 
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spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that 
took Jesus" (Acts 1:16). The treacherous work of Judas Iscariot 
is therefore predicted in this Psalm. Judas, his character and 
his work, as well as his end are foreshadowed by Ahithophel. 
He was a counsellor of David but betrayed him when he sided 
with Absalom in his rebellion against his own father. Finally 
Ahithophel committed suicide by hanging himself (2 Sam. 17:23). 
David wrote of Ahithophel as his familiar friend. In another Psalm 
David mentions him again. "For it was not an enemy that 
reproached me; then I could have borne it; neither was it he that 
hated me, that did magnify himself against me; then would I 
have hid myself from him. But it was thou, a man mine equal, 
my guide and mine acquaintance . . . the words of his mouth 
were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart; his words 
were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords" (Psa. 55). 
Ahithophel is therefore a type of Judas Iscariot. How we see 
in the entire Psalm Christ, we shall point out in our brief expo¬ 
sition. 

I. Considering the Poor and Weakened One. 

Blessed is he who giveth heed to the poor, 
Jehovah will deliver him in the day of evil. 
Jehovah will preserve him, and keep him alive; 
He shall be made happy in the land; i 
And Thou wilt not deliver him to the will of his enemies. 
Jehovah will sustain him upon the bed of languishing; 
Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

Bishop Home of Norwich commented on this opening verse 
of this Psalm as follows: "As Christ considered us, in our state 
of poverty, so ought we most attentively to consider Him in His 
poverty; to consider what He suffered in His own person; to 
discern Him in His poor afflicted members; and to extend to them 
the mercy which He extended to us. He, who was blessed of 
Jehovah, and delivered in an evil day, by a glorious resurrection, 
will bless and deliver in like manner, such, as for His sake, love 
and relieve their brethren." The poor one to be considered, to 
whom we are to give heed, is the Lord Jesus Christ. The word 
"poor" has been translated "weakened One" and "the miserable." 
Of Him we read in the preceding Psalm. He became poor for 
our sake and went into the horrible pit and the miry clay. And 
now the blessedness of those is declared, who consider Him, think 
of Him and turn to Him. The deeper spiritual blessings which 
come to the believer through Him, and which are found in Him, 
are not given here, for they are not revealed in the Old Testament 
(Isa.- 64:4). The earthly blessings, as elsewhere in the Old 
Testament, are stated. There is the promise of deliverance in 
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the evil day, the day of trial and tribulation, anticipating the 
final tribulation. Those who consider the rejected One, whom 
Israel despised and rejected, will then be preserved and kept alive, 
in the physical sense. Their enemies cannot overcome and enslave 
them. Before them is the promised happiness in the land, the 
land of promise. And in sickness He will be present with them. 

Every sick saint can claim the comfort of the third verse 
"Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness." It is a poetic 
expression speaking of the comfort which the sick one receives. 
Just as the smoothing of the pillows is a refreshment for a languish¬ 
ing one, so the Lord will be alongside of the couch and give spiritual 
comfort. 

II. The Poor One as the Rejected One. (Verses 4-9.) 
As for me, 
I said, Jehovah, be gracious unto me, 
Heal my soul; for I have sinned against Thee. 
Mine enemies wish me evil; 
When will he die and his name perish? 
And if one come to see me, he speaketh falsehood; 
His heart gathereth wickedness to itself, 
When he goeth about he publisheth it. 
All that hate me whisper together against me 
They devise mischief against me. 
They say "A thing of Belial cleaveth fast unto him; 
And now that he is down he will rise no more. 
Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted. 
Who did eat of my bread, 
Hath lifted up his heel against me. 

It is the voice of Christ we hear again in these words. He 
speaks now in the spirit of prophecy of His rejection. The 
fourth verse tells of His great work of sin-bearing. He poured 
out His holy soul unto death; He was bruised for our iniquity. 
But how can we explain the confession of sin, "I have sinned 
against Thee"? It has been said "If we suppose Messiah to have 
uttered this verse in His devotions, as we know He applied the 
ninth verse of this Psalm to His own case, it is obvious, that He 
must be understood to confess the sins, not of His own holy and 
righteous person (for He had no sin), but our sins, making them 
His own." It has been pointed out .that in Genesis 44:32 the 
same expression is used in the Hebrew and is translated "bear 
the blame (or sin)." It is in this sense this prophetic utterance 
must be understood. He bore our sins and on account of being 
made sin for us, who knew no sin, His cry of deepest soul-agony 
came from that cross of suffering and shame—"My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 

Verses 5-9 give us a picture of the enmity of His adversaries. 
They did not give heed to the weakened One; they esteemed Him 
not; they despised and rejected Him. They were impatient 
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with His blessed life. "When will He die, and His name perish?" 
was fulfilled in the plottings of His enemies, the Pharisees, scribes, 
elders and Sadducees. "They sent out spies who should feign 
themselves just men, that they might take hold of His words, 
that so they might deliver Him unto the power and authority of 
the governor" (Luke 20:20). There were all kinds of plots and 
whisperings against the Holy One: They charged Him with being 
afflicted with a thing of Belial, that He was under his control. 
They thought if He is down and out of the way, He will rise no 
more. The ninth verse contains the prophecy which was fulfilled 
in the betrayal of Judas. 

All this is past history. But His rejection continues. Gentile 
rejection of Christ is far worse than Jewish rejection has ever 
been. We hear much about Him and His teaching; they call 
Him a great leader and "a God-revelation." But His great 
work as the sin-bearer is rejected. The cross in its great redemp¬ 
tive meaning is set aside. He died, according to Modernistic 
conception, as a martyr, for the principles He advocated. Even 
so it was predicted that the Master who bought them would be 
denied (2 Peter 2:1-3). 

III. His Resurrection Triumph. (Verses 10-13.) 
But Thou Jehovah, be gracious unto me, 
And raise me up that I may recompense them. 
By this I know that Thou delightest in me, 
Because mine enemy does not triumph over me. 
And as for me, in mine integrity dost Thou uphold me. 
And dost set me before Thy face forever. 
Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 

Amen and Amen! 
The day of His triumph came, it was the day of resurrection. 

But that day is but the prelude to another day, when the rejected 
One will be manifested again, when He will be the requiter of His 
friends and His foes. A conservative expositor of this Psalm 
remarks "That I may recompense them—such a wish cannot 
be reconciled with our better Christian conscience" (Perowne on 
the Psalms). But it is not David who speaks, but the Spirit of 
God witnesses to Christ. He was raised from the dead that some 
day He might be King and Judge over all. "Because He has 
appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteous¬ 
ness by that man whom He has ordained; whereof He has given 
assurance unto all, in that He has raised Him from the dead" 
(Acts 17:31). The risen One will come again and those who 
considered Him, accepted Him, served Him will be rewarded, 
but His enemies will lick the dust and their tongues will be forever 
silenced. The first book of Psalms, ending with this Psalm, closes, 
like all the following books, with a doxology and a double "Amen." 
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Introduction 

As we have shown in our introduction to this collection of 
inspired prayers and hymns of praise, the five-fold division of it 
corresponds to the Pentateuch; it has been rightly called by 
orthodox Jews "The Pentateuch of David." 

The second division beginning with Psalm 42 and ending with 
Psalm 72 is therefore the Exodus section. What we find in the 
beginning of the book of Exodus we also find in the opening section 
of this division of the book. In the first chapter of Exodus 
we see the children of Israel in a strange land, away from the 
land of promise. They are a suffering people. The iron heel 
of a despot rests upon them. We hear them groan and moan as 
the whip of the taskmasters falls upon them. They are in great 
tribulation, which instead of decreasing, increases in severity. 
Finally their cries and groans are heard and the Lord arises in 
behalf of His suffering children. He is about to show them the 
promised mercies of the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. While they suffer in tribulation in which the Lord kept 
them, Egypt, the type of the world, experiences the judgment— 
plagues of Jehovah. TJien comes their deliverance from the 
house of bondage. Their enemies perish in the Red Sea, but 
His delivered, ransomed people sing the song of redemption. 

When we examine the seven Psalms with which this section 
begins (42-48), we find the same conditions, but they have nothing 
to do with the past. It is a prophetic picture of the future ex¬ 
periences of the remnant of Israel. We see them away from Jeru¬ 
salem; they are separated from the holy place and out of touch 
with Jehovah, just as it was the case with Israel in Egypt. This 
must be the reason why the name of Jehovah is so little found in 
these Psalms. Professor Franz Delitzsch calls attention to this 
in his commentary on the Psalms. 

"The second book of Psalms consists entirely of Elohimic 
Psalms; for whilst in the first book 'Jehovah' occurs 272 times 
and 'Elohim' only 15 times, the order here is reversed: 'Elohim' 
occurs 164 times and 'Jehovah' only 30 times, and in almost 
every instance by a departure from the customary mode of 
expression for reasons that lie close at hand." 

We are projected in the three opening Psalms of this Exodus 
section into the time of the great tribulation, the time of Jacob's 
trouble. Satan's man typified in Exodus by Pharaoh, domineers 
over them; it is the time of "the abomination of desolation" to 
which our Lord called special attention in His Olivet discourse 
(Matt. 24:15, 16). Those who apply the Olivet prophecy, the 
predicted great tribulation (as is done by post-millennial teachers) 
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to the catastrophe which overtook Jerusalem seventy years after 
the birth of our Lord, are hopelessly confused. But our Lord 
called especial attention to the prophecy of Daniel to be fulfilled 
at the time of the end, during the last, the seventieth week of 
Daniel. And this time has not yet arrived. 

We shall find in our analytical exposition of the three Psalms 
in the beginning of this Psalm-Exodus all the characteristics, 
though not fully developed, of the seven years of the closing of 
this age, and more particularly, the last three years and a half. 
Here we find the heart cry, the longing of godly Israelites for the 
courts of the Lord. They are banished from Jerusalem, yet 
they are filled with hope and glorious expectations of deliverance. 
We hear them cry out of distress: "Deep is calling unto deep 
at the sound, at the noise of Thy cataracts; all Thy waves and 
Thy billows are gone over me." And yet they trust that some 
day they will go again "unto the altar of God, unto God, my 
exceeding joy; yea upon the harp will I praise Thee, O God, my 
God." 

In the Forty-third Psalm there is also mention made of the 
Antichrist. They go "mourning because of the oppression of 
the enemy." Then comes that blessed prayer: "Send out Thy 
light and Thy Truth; they shall lead me; they shall bring me to 
Thy holy hill and to Thy tabernacles." 

In the Forty-fourth Psalm their faith is tested in the severest 
way, for they are now in the throes of the great tribulation. 
And out of that tribulation there comes the cry of despair for 
deliverance and salvation. "Awake! Why sleepest Thou, 0 
Lord? Arise! Cast us not off forever. Why hidest Thou Thy 
face? And forgettest our affliction and our oppression? For our 
soul is bowed down to the dust, our belly cleaveth to the earth. 
Arise for our help, and redeem us for Thy mercies' sake." 

This cry is answered by the coming of the King, with His 
sword girt at his side, coming to execute vengeance upon their 
enemies and to deliver the trusting, God-fearing remnant. Hence 
in the Forty-fifth Psalm we have that beautiful prophetic picture 
of our Lord's visible and glorious return. He comes in His royal 
Majesty and His enemies, and His people's enemies fall under 
Him. He comes to receive His throne. He comes with the 
Queen at His side and the King's daughters. All has its blessed 
prophetic meaning. 

As they are now delivered and the King has come, we hear 
them singing and shouting for joy. They tell out the story of 
the wonderful deliverance. Universal peace has come; the 
kingdom has been established. Jerusalem has become the city 
of the great King. This is the story of the Forty-sixth, the 
Forty-seventh and the Forty-eighth Psalms. 



THE FORTY-SECOND PSALM 189 

Throughout this section of the Psalms we read of tribulation 
and deliverance. In the Fifty-fifth Psalm the man of sin looms 
up again and we hear the godly praying their imprecatory prayers. 
Deliverance and the results which follow are then given again in 
different Psalms. One of the greatest prophetic Psalms, the 
Sixty-eighth, is found in this section. 

There is also an interesting correspondency between the ending 
of the book of Exodus and the ending of the Exodus section of 
the Psalms. We read in the last chapter of Exodus that the glory 
of the Lord appeared and filled the tabernacle. The book which 
begins with moans and groans ends with glory. 

The last Psalm in this section is the Seventy-second Psalm. 
It describes prophetically the glories of the kingdom to come. 
Here we see the goal of the godly remnant; they are going to 
receive the kingdom. 

Psalms 42-49 are ascribed to the sons of Korah. Korah, the 
great grandson of Levi, perished by a divine judgment on account 
of his rebellion against Moses and Aaron. But his sons, however, 
were not involved with him in this judgment. But as we learn 
from Numbers 26:10-11, they died not. They were witnesses to 
the grace of God. 

THE FORTY-SECOND PSALM 

As we pointed out in our introductory remarks to the Exodus 
section of the Psalms, the future suffering of the godly, during 
the great tribulation, and their great deliverance, is here pro¬ 
phetically revealed, as well as their redemption. But the redemp¬ 
tion revealed is not the redemption by blood, but the redemption 
by power. Redemption by blood took place in Egypt when the 
blood of the Passover Lamb was put on the doors of Israel; 
redemption by power came to Israel at the Red Sea. Expositors 
and critics have been very much at sea about this Psalm and its 
author, because they did not believe in the inscription. Some 
say "all the complaints and hopes that the author expresses 
sound very much like those of David during the time of Absalom." 
Another suggests that the Psalm was composed "by one of the 
Levites who was banished by Queen Athaliah." The learned 
Ewald thinks "that King Jeconiah, who was carried away to 
Babylon, may have been its author," but he gives no scriptural 
evidences for this supposition. Another thinks it must be the 
work of a godly Israelite who was carried into captivity, while an 
outspoken critic declares that "the author was a priest who was 
carried off during the wars of the Seleucidae and Ptolemies." 
All this guess work could have been avoided if the inscription 
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had been accepted as authoritative—-"Maskill (understanding) of 
the sons of Korah." 

I. The Heart-Cry after God. (Verses 1-5.) 

As a hart which panteth after the water-brooks, 
So panteth my soul -after Thee, O God! 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
When shall I come and appear before God? 
My tears have been my food day and night: 
While they say to me continually. Where is thy God? 
When I think on these things, I pour out my soul within; 
How I passed along with the masses— 
How I accompanied them to the house of God, 
With the voice of song and praise—a throng keeping festival. 
Why art thou cast down, my soul? 
And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope in God! For I shall yet praise Him, 
That He is the health of my countenance and my God. 

Many a saint has turned to these words for refreshment and 
found in them an expression of his own feeling. Here is the 
longing soul in thirst after God. It is a fine illustration which 
the author uses. The deer leaves his haunts in the densest woo.ds, 
perhaps chased by a pack of fierce dogs. His tongue protrudes 
from his mouth; he pants for some water brook. He rushes 
hither and thither, panting still more, almost to sheer exhaustion. 
"So," we read "my soul panteth after Thee, 0 God!" Yet how 
many children of God know anything of such thirsting and panting 
after the living God. How little of real soul thirst there is in these 
days of materialism and luring pleasures. Yet the fact remains 
that only the living God and "the water brooks" of the Holy 
Spirit can satisfy. 

But we must interpret, these words in connection with the 
godly in Israel and not, as it is so often done, apply them primarily 
to ourselves and to present circumstance. The remnant of Israel 
will have such a deep soul thirst for God, the living God. In the 
midst of their ungodly brethren, banished from Jerusalem, sur¬ 
rounded by enemies, deprived of their privileges of worship, and 
more than that, feeling as if God had withdrawn from them, they 
cry out after God and long for His presence and the blessings of 
communion with Him—"When shall I come and appear before 
God?" Their spiritual distress is increased by the taunts of the 
ungodly. They see them suffer. They notice their soul agony, 
their longings, their hopes. They are witnesses of their tears 
which flow continually, and then with devilish mockery they ask 
"Where is thy God?" Such will not only be their lot and experi¬ 
ence in the future, but it has also been the lot and experience of 
uncountable believers in all centuries. 
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But we must look a little deeper in order to understand more 
fully the significance of these verses. When the partial restoration 
of the people Israel takes place, that is a restoration to their own 
land (which is even now in progress), not only a mass of patriotic 
Jews, and self-seeking Jews will return, but also godly Jews, those 
who still trust in the fulfilment of God's promises, who still pray 
and hope for a Messiah. All want another temple, the house of 
God, so that their ancient, divinely appointed worship might be 
resumed. And such a temple will be erected in Jerusalem. 
Even now plans are being made and Levites are being trained 
for the temple service. This temple will be made possible through 
the covenant which the "prince that shall come" (the little horn 
of Daniel 7) will make with the many in that day (Dan. 9:27). 
For a brief time the godly will enjoy again their old privileges of 
worship, but soon another worship will be introduced. The 
covenant is broken, the man of sin appears and demands divine 
worship for himself (2 Thess. 2). Then the godly will have to 
flee, leave Jerusalem behind and be once more deprived of their 
longing for worship. A close study of the last chapter of Isaiah 
will give additional light upon the situation of those coming days. 

This gives us understanding in connection with the prophetic 
meaning of this Psalm. They had gone for a brief time with the 
masses to the re-instituted temple worship, but now their brethren 
hate them (Isa. 66:5) and they are once more without the outward 
worship which they craved. 

Then comes that beautiful, refreshingly glorious outburst of 
their faith and hope. "Why art thou cast down, my soul? and 
why disquieted within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet 
praise Him, who is the health of my countenance and my God." 
Eternity will reveal how many thousands of saints of all ages 
have been helped and cheered by these words. 

II. Conflict and Perplexity. (Verses 6-11.) 

My soul is cast down within me; 
Therefore do I remember Thee, 
From the land of Jordan and of the Hermous, 
From Mizar's hill. 
Deep calleth unto deep at the sound of Thy cataracts; 
All Thy waves and billows are gone over me! 
Yet Jehovah will command His loving-kindness in the daytime, 
And in the night shall His song be with me, 
And my prayer unto the God of my life. 
I will say unto God my rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me? 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
As if they were breaking my bones, mine oppressors reproach me. 
When they say all the day long to me, Where is thy God? 
Why art thou cast down, my soul? 
Why art thou disquieted within me? 
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Hope thou in God, 
For I shall yet praise Him, 
That He is the health of my countenance and my God, 

Here is a prophetic description of their conflict and perplexity 
during the time of Jacob's trouble. It is not without significance 
that Jordan is mentioned here. Jordan (from the Hebrew root: 
Jared, descend) is the type of death. Wherever we find this river 
mentioned it has this meaning. When Israel passed through 
Jordan to enter the land of promise, it typified the death of Christ 
by which we are separated unto a heavenly possession. Our 
Lord was baptized in Jordan, because He had come to take the 
sinner's place in death. And here the waiting, godly remnant of 
Israel is seen in a death struggle, and their cry comes "from the 
land of Jordan." They cry out in distress as deep calleth unto 
deep, "all Thy waves and billows are'gone over me!" Will they 
be saved out of it all? Assuredly, for another One passed for 
them through death as well as for us, saved sinners of the Gentiles; 
He who knew what it meant, when He died in our stead, "all Thy 
waves and billows are gone over me!" His were the waves and 
billows of wrath and judgment which He suffered in the stead of 
guilty sinners. But faith looks onward and never despairs. 
The covenant name of God, Jehovah, is now used. They realize 
the Jehovah who guided and kept their trusting fathers, will not 
leave nor forsake them. Day and night His hand will keep them. 
They will sing His song, the song of faith and hope, the song of 
deliverance and victory, in the night through which they walk. 
They will sing many of these Psalms expressing their deep soul 
experience. 

Let them mock, let them sneer, let the enemy break the very 
bones of His people; faith never dies, it mounts up on eagles' 
wings and once more breaks out in the refreshing stanzas of hope. 
"Why art thou cast down my soul? . . . Hope thou in God." 

Once more they comfort themselves with the blessed words 
found twice in the forty-second Psalm. 

THE FORTY-THIRD PSALM 

Judge me, O God! 
And plead my cause against an ungodly nation; 
Save me from the deceitful and wicked man. 
For Thou art the God of my strength; 
Why hast Thou cast me off? 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
Send out Thy light and Thy Truth, 
They shall guide me; 
Let them bring me to Thy holy hill, to Thy tabernacles. 
Then will I go unto the altar of God, 
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To God with exceeding joy; 
Yea, upon the harp will I praise Thee 
0 God, my God! 
Why art thou cast down, my soul? 
And why art thou disquieted within me? 
Hope thou in God; 
For I shall yet praise Him, 

. That He is the health of my countenance and my God. 

This Psalm is closely connected with the preceding one. Here 
the godly remnant appeals to God that He may act in their 
behalf. They are in the midst of an ungodly nation, their apostate, 
unbelieving brethren. Jewish apostasy will be as pronounced in 
the close of the present age as Gentile apostasy. We see this in 
our times, a faint shadow of what is yet to come. Judaism has its 
conservatives and its modernists, its orthodox and unorthodox. 
A portion clings to the Messianic hope, the vast majority are 
materialists who reject the faith of their fathers and are practically 
infidels. 

Modernistic Christendom often joins hands with modernistic 
Judaism. The "Christian" preacher exchanges pulpits with 
some Jewish Rabbi; both are one in the denial and rejection of 
the Christ of God. They speak of "union" and "fellowship." 
But this is only the beginning of the end, when there will be a 
complete apostasy among both, Gentiles and Jews; among the 
latter, however, there will be a godly remnant, the hope of the 
nation, and in that remnant the promises of God will be finally 
consummated. It is then this remnant whose prayers we read 
so often in the Psalms and who appeal here to God to plead their 
cause against the ungodly nation. 

The deceitful and wicked man is the false Messiah, the man of 
sin, the Antichrist. He appears as the heading up of iniquity and 
apostasy. His hatred will be directed against the godly in Israel. 
As Satan fought the church and tried to make it perish from the 
face of the earth, so the false Messiah, energized by Satan, will 
try to exterminate this godly remnant. Satan knew that God's 
purposes are linked with the Church; he knows that this godly 
remnant constitutes the redeemed nation of the future; hence 
his hatred and his persecution. But as the gates of Hades could 
not prevail against the Church of Christ, so Satan cannot destroy 
the sealed ones of Israel (Rev. 7). 

Their prayer then is for deliverance from this man of sin. So 
great will be their troubles that they imagine they are forsaken 
of God. 

Their prayer "Send out Thy Light and Thy Truth" is very 
suggestive and blessed. They need light and truth. They want 
to be led back to the holy hill and to the tabernacle, where 
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they can praise and worship the God of Israel. But who will 
accomplish this for them? How will light and truth come to 
them in their death struggle? 

The Lord Jesus Christ is both, the Light and the Truth; He is 
God's Light and God's Truth. They do not know what they are 
really praying for, but it is a prayer for Him to come, the Shepherd 
of Israel. And when He comes He will bring light, for He is the 
Sun of Righteousness, promised to rise over the land and the 
people in that day. He will end the lie, for He is the Truth, and 
with the breath of His lips destroy the wicked one. 

Their prayers will then be answered and their long expected 
King will lead them back and they will worship Him in the beauty 
of holiness, for they will look upon Him whom they pierced, and 
Ezekiel's promises will be fulfilled, "a new heart will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you, and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments. And ye shall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers" (Ezek. 36:26-28). 

THE FORTY-FOURTH PSALM 

This Psalm brings before us the evil days of the time of Jacob's 
trouble, the time which Daniel, the prophet, calls the great 
tribulation, reaffirmed by our Lord in the Olivet discourse. 
However, a portion is taken up with a retrospect, faith reviewing 
past history in which God's merciful deliverances are so largely 
written. The Psalm has well been called "A Litany of Israel, 
hard pressed by the enemy, and yet faithful to its God." 

That this prophetic hymn has a historical background is 
unquestionable. But into what part of Israel's past history does 
it fit? Many have claimed that it is post-exilic. Delitzsch 
gives the following comment: "The Psalm seems to be most 
satisfactorily explained by the situation of the saints, who under 
the leadership of the Maccabees defended their nationality and 
their religion against the Syrians and fell as martyrs by the 
thousands. The war of that period was, in its first beginnings at 
least, a holy war of religion, and the nation which then went 
forth on the side of Jehovah against Jupiter Olympus, was really, 
in distinction from the apostates, a people true to its faith and 
confession, which had to lament over God's doom of wrath in 
1 Maccabees 1:64, just as in this Psalm. There is even a tradition 
that it was a stated lamentation psalm of the time of the Macca¬ 
bees. The Levites daily ascended the pulpits and raised the 
cry of prayer: 'Awake, why sleepest Thou, O Lord?' These 
Levite criers praying for the interposition of God were called 
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Vakers.' It is related that Jochanan the high priest, i. e., 
John Hycarnus, put an end to these 'wakers,' saying to them 
'Does the Deity sleep? Hath not the Scripture said "Behold, 
the keeper of Israel slumbereth and sleepeth not?' " 

However, the eminent scholar shows that the post-exilic com¬ 
position of this Psalm is untenable. Like so many other Psalms 
the historical side cannot be located. Over and over again in 
the history of Israel we find circumstances akin to those pictured 
in this Psalm, as well as the cry of the faithful in Israel for help 
from above, followed by a gracious deliverance. 

But if we cannot definitely say when and under what circum¬ 
stances this Psalm was written, we know the exact prophetic 
interpretation. It is, as stated above, the final experience of the 
godly Israelitish remnant before the King appears for their great 
deliverance and restoration. 

I. What God Wrought in the Past. (Verses 1-3.) 

O God, with our own ears have we heard, 
Our Fathers have given us the report, 
The work Thou hast wrought in their days, the days of old. 
Thou with Thine own hand didst evict nations and plantest them; 
Thou didst destroy nations and cast them out. 
For not by their swords did they possess the land, 
Nor did their own arm give them victory. 
But Thy right hand. Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance, 
Because Thou hadst accepted them. 

This looks back to the times of Moses and Joshua. It was 
God, their God, the faithful, covenant keeping God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, which had wrought in behalf of His chosen 
people. The possession of the land of promise was God's doing 
from start to finish, the act of Jehovah's free grace. How this is 
emphasized in the ninth chapter of Deuteronomy! It was the 
Lord who evicted nations, destroyed and cast them out. They 
did not possess it through the action of their own swords, nor 
did the strength of their own arm save them. It was all the 
Lord's doing. His'right hand, His mighty arm, and His counten¬ 
ance had been their salvation in that memorable history, when 
He brought them into the land. 

In order to appreciate all this we must remember that the godly 
remnant of Israelites, whose faith looks back, are surrounded by 
an ungodly nation, which has cast off God. They no longer 
believe in the miraculous beginning of their national history, nor 
in the miraculous preservation of the chosen people. But the 
godly remnant knows that Jehovah is the same as He was of 
yore; that He is able to act in their behalf again and deliver them 
out of their sorrows and afflictions. 
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II. The Bold Language of Faith. (Verses 4-8.) 
Thou art He-^my King, O God! 
Command deliverances for Jacob. 
Through Thee will we push down our enemies; 
Through Thy Name will we tread down those that rise against us. 
For I will not trust in my bow. 
Nor shall my sword save me. 
But Thou didst save us from our oppressors; 
And put to shame those that hate us. 
In God do we glory all the day long. 
And Thy Name will we praise for ever. Selah. 

And now faith breaks through and in boldness claims Jehovah 
as King. The King is none other than our Lord. He is the 
forthcoming deliverer of His suffering and waiting people. This 
King is able to command deliverances for Jacob. Jacob is used 
instead of Israel, for the remnant is in helplessness and cast only 
upon Him, who delivered Jacob, the One of whom Jacob said 
"The Angel who redeemed me from all evil" (Gen. 48:16). Then 
faith takes new courage in the remembrance of all this. They 
are confident of the ultimate victory over their enemies and 
oppressors, and claim this victory—"through Thee will we push 
down our enemies." Their only trust is in Jehovah; they do not 
depend on their bow, nor do they expect salvation from their 
own sword. They manifest their complete dependence on the 
Lord and therefore faith triumphantly can look to the triumphal 
goal before them, as if it had already been reached. "Thou 
didst save us from our oppressors and put to shame those that 
hate us." And praise, the praise of His Name will be the result. 

HI. The Present Testings of Faith. (Verses 9-14.) 
But Thou hast cast us off and put us to shame 
And goest not forth with our armies; 
Thou makest us to turn back from our enemies; 
And those that hate us spoil for themselves. 
Thou hast given us like sheep to be meat. 
And hast scattered us among the nations. 
Thou sellest Thy people for nought 
And gettest no increase by the price. 
Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbors, 
A scorn and a derision to them round about us. 
Thou makest us a proverb among the nations; 
A shaking of the head among the peoples 

While faith can look ahead and see the approaching deliverances 
and victory, their present circumstances are still those of a nation 
set aside and out of touch with Jehovah. They realize they are 
cast off and put to shame. He is no longer with them as of old. 
They are a people scattered and peeled, like a flock of sheep 
scattered among the nations. They are a reproach, a scorn and a 
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derision. Thus the godly remnant acknowledges their identifica¬ 
tion with the nation, as Daniel also did in his great intercessory 
prayer (Dan. 9). 

IV. Their Soul-Exercise and Confidence. (Verses 15-21.) 

My confusion is before me all the day long, 
And the shame of my face has covered me, 
Because of the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth—• 
Because of the enemy and the revengeful. 
All this is upon us, yet we have not forgotten Thee, 
Nor have we dealt falsely with Thy covenant. 
Our heart is not turned back; 
Nor have our steps declined from Thy path. 
Though Thou hast sore broken us in the place of jackals. 
And covered us with the shadow of death. 
If we have forgotten the name of our God 
Or stretched out our hands to a strange god; 
Shall not God search this out? 
For He knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

Perplexity is great. Confusion and shame covers them in the 
presence of their sneering enemies, who reproach them and 
blaspheme the God of their fathers. But in the midst of all 
these harassing experiences they have not forgotten their God. 
There was no backsliding in their hearts nor did their feet leave 
the paths of righteousness. The place of jackals (or dragons) is 
Jerusalem (see Jer. 9:11). There they were broken and covered 
during the great tribulation with the shadow of death. But 
through it all they did not forget the name of their God, nor did 
they fall in line with the false worship of other gods. Their 
comfort is that God knoweth the secrets of all hearts, that nothing 
can be hid from Him, who searches out all. 

V. The Greatest Trouble and the Cry for Help. (Verses 22-26.) 
Yea, for Thy sake are we killed all day long; 
We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Awake! Why sleepest Thou, O Lord? 
Arise! Cast us not off for ever! 
Why hidest Thou Thy face? 
Forgetting our affliction and our oppression? 
For our soul is bowed down to the dust; 
Our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 
Arise for our help, 
And redeem us for Thy mercies' sake. 

The great trouble of the end-time, preceding the visible mani¬ 
festation of our Lord as King, is now on. The enemy rages 
against them. The little horn is in control and he "shall wear 
out the saints of the most High" (this Jewish remnant) (Dan. 
7:25). He makes war with these Jewish saints and to overcome 
them (Rev. 13:7). They refuse to receive the mark of the beast 
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and are killed in large numbers. Then the desperate cry arises 
from their innermost souls asking the Lord to arise for their help. 

How this cry will be answered by the coming of the King to 
overthrow their enemies and to dethrone the powers of evil is 
the subject of the Psalm which follows. 

THE FORTY-FIFTH PSALM 

The previous Psalm closed with the despondent cry of the 
hard pressed remnant of Israel as the waves of great tribulation 
swept over them. The cry of agony and of faith "Arise for our 
help, and redeem us for Thy mercies' sake" has reached the 
heart and ear of God, the keeper of Israel, and He answers them 
from above. But the answer is more than the usual prayer 
answer. The Lord Himself suddenly appears in fulfillment of 
the many prophecies and also His own words (Matt. 24:29, 30). 
The Messiah appears in His kingly glory to deal with the enemies 
of His people. He comes forth to fight against those nations 
which gathered against Jerusalem, while He Himself in His 
glorious majesty has come back with angelic hosts. The place 
of His descent will be the place of His ascent, the mount of Olives 
(Zech. 14). 

The forty-fifth Psalm gives us a great prophetic picture of 
this coming event. As we have pointed out before, how remark¬ 
able is the arrangement of these Psalms! They give us progressive 
prophecy. The Psalms of suffering are followed by Psalms of 
glory. 

The Psalm is another Maskil, that is, for instruction. But it 
bears also the inscription "Shoshannim," that is, "upon lilies." 
This expression is used three times in the Psalms, here, in Psalm 
sixty-nine and in the eightieth Psalm. Some have thought only 
of a musical instrument, but there is a deeper spiritual meaning, 
which has been recognized by all the leading commentators. 
The lily is the emblem of purity and simple gracefulness and charm. 
It often grows out of the vilest mud without being contaminated 
by it. It is therefore a type of Him, who is the lily of the valley, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And when we read of "a song of the 
Beloved" (the better rendering) it also means Himself. But 
the word lily is in the plural—"lilies." Luther understood by it 
the united and glorified Church of the future. Other Lutheran 
commentators as Bugenhagen, Gerhard, say "the heavenly 
Bridegroom and the spiritual bride, they are the lilies that are 
discoursed of in psalm." They are generally understood to be the 
Bride, the Church. We shall see in our exposition how this 
Psalm should be interpreted and applied. The lilies must indicate 
Messiah and His redeemed people united to Him. 
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The Messianic interpretation of this Psalm has been rejected 
by the school of destructive criticism. They have indulged in 
wild guesses as to the authorship and purpose of this Psalm. 
They have said that it celebrates the nuptials of Solomon with 
the daughter of Pharaoh, while others suggested that the king 
mentioned might be Ahab, Joram, the Syrian Alexander or some 
unknown Persian Monarch. Yet the ancient Jewish inter¬ 
pretation, the Targumim and others, add to the word "king" the 
Messiah, expressed as follows: "Thy beauty, 0 King Messiah, is 
greater than that of the children of men." The first chapter in 
Hebrews is conclusive, the King of beauty and glory is the Son of 
God in His risen, glorified humanity. 

I. The Glory of the King. (Verses 1-2.) 

My heart bursts forth with a good matter: 
I utter what I have composed touching the king. 
My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
Thou art fairer than the sons of men; 
Grace is poured in Thy lips; 
Therefore God hath blessed Thee for ever. 

The Holy Spirit is upon the writer and his heart is filled to 
overflowing. It is like a fountain welling forth water pure and 
refreshing. He is to speak of the theme of all themes and therefore 
under divine guidance and inspiration his tongue becomes like 
the pen of a fluent writer; he does not need to search for words. 
And we also when we meditate on Him, think of Him, and utter 
His praise, may be assured of the help and presence of the Holy 
Spirit, for He constantly will take of the things of Christ and 
bring them to us. 

The King is the Son of Man. And how much this includes! 
He became Son of Man by the incarnation, the Virgin birth; 
as such He walked amongst the sons of men; as Son of Man was 
He rejected and died the sacrificial death; the Son of Man was 
raised from among the dead to ascend on high, and when He 
comes in answer to the heart cry of the suffering remnant of Israel 
He appears not in a spirit-phantom form, but literally as the Son 
of Man. 

And He is fairer far than the sons of men. To apply this in an 
exclusively physical sense, as to His countenance, would not be 
correct. The fairness is more than beauty, it includes His wisdom 
and all His unsearchable moral glory. The study of the four 
Gospel records reveals His glorious pre-eminence. He towers 
over all the sons of men. As the holy, the spotless, the sinless 
Son of Man He had a moral glory which does not belong to the 
sons of men. "Behold, Thou art fair, my Beloved" declares the 
bride in Solomon's song, and when she has described Him in 
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terms of physical attractiveness and beauty with their deeper 
spiritual meaning, she cries out in ecstacy "Yea, He is altogether 
lovely!" But who can tell out the fairness and loveliness of such 
an One! "Grace is poured in Thy lips." His lips were filled 
with words of grace and truth. Never man spake as He spoke. 
His gracious words are the words of eternal life, giving peace, 
assurance and comfort to the hearts of men. 

II. The Son of Man as the Conquering King. (Verses 3-5.) 
Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, 
With Thy glory and Thy majesty. 
And in Thy majesty prosperously ride on, 
Because of Truth and Meekness and Righteousness; 
Thy right hand shall teach Thee terrible things. 
Thine arrows are sharp—peoples fall under Thee—• 
In the heart of the King's enemies. 

The Son of Man is the Saviour, but He is also the Judge; He 
is the Lamb of God, meek and lowly, but He is also the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah. He came to save, but He comes to judge. 
Words of grace and mercy come from His lips, but also words of 
condemnation. When He comes in visible splendor He does not 
find the world and the nations waiting for Him, but what He finds 
is a world in rebellion (Psa. 2). His enemies and the enemies of 
His people are gathered for opposition. And so He comes with 
the sword girded to His side, just as we see Him in the Apocalypse 
(Rev. 19). He rides on prosperously. Nothing can hinder Him 
in His victorious conquest. Truth (in His Word) and Righteous¬ 
ness demand the judgment which He is commissioned to execute. 
Then the peoples fall under Him and the King's enemies perish 
miserably. How the present age is indeed ripening for such a 
judgment! Yet the final great revolt is not yet, but will surely 
come after God's purpose in this age is accomplished, when the 
body of Christ, the true Church is with the Lord. Then all 
restraints will drop off and the enemy comes in like a flood. 
The nations will band themselves together and gather for the final 
conflict. Then the Judge-King, Messiah, appears to save His 
waiting remnant and deal with their enemies. 

III. His Manifestation and His Kingdom. (Verses 6-8.) 
Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, 
The sceptre of Thy kingdom is a righteous sceptre. 
Thou lovedst righteousness and hatedst wickedness: 
Therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness 
Above Thy fellows. 
All Thy garments are myrrh and aloes and cassia; 
Out of ivory palaces stringed instruments have made Thee glad. 

We do not need to state the attempts made by the deniers of 
the Messianic character of this Psalm to explain away the great 
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meaning of these words. The greater part of this paragraph is 
quoted by the Holy Spirit in the first chapter of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. The glory of the risen Christ is the subject of the 
opening chapter of the Hebrew Epistle, and Christ is seen hi His 
exaltation and glorious future higher than the angels. The Spirit 
of God demonstrates His exaltation and future glory mostly from 
the Psalms and quotes the sixth and seventh verses. When He 
comes as the conquering, all-victorious King, dethroning un¬ 
righteousness as represented by His enemies, He will receive 
His throne. It is His throne, which belongs to Him, a righteous 
and an eternal throne. Nor must we overlook the fact, that He 
is addressed as God. Here those who have labored to explain 
away the true meaning of this Psalm, without success, have 
invented all kinds of paraphrases. They speak of this Psalm as 
glorifying Solomon, or some other unknown king. But could 
Solomon, or any Jewish king be addressed as God? Only One 
can claim this address, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With His coming in power and glory His glorious reign begins, 
and here we see persons associated with Him. They are called 
His "fellows." Who are then His fellows, those who are associated, 
with Him when He begins His glorious reign? Our Lord Himself 
is called God's fellow in Zechariah 13:7. I t is one of the many 
passages in the Old Testament which teach that the Saviour is 
associated with God, one with Hun. But who are they who are 
His fellows, associated with Him and one with Him? There can 
be no question about it, the fellows mentioned here are the Saints 
of God gathered during this present age, constituting the Church, 
His body. They are seen here as the partakers of His glorious 
kingdom. While it is true that the Church was a mystery not 
made known in former ages, it is equally true that there are many 
hints in the Old Testament Scriptures of this mystery, which 
was truly then unknown in its fullest meaning, but now, the 
mystery having been revealed, we discover these hints. Here is 
one of the most striking. In the day of His glory, when He brings 
many sons unto glory, His redeemed ones surround Him and 
their glorious fellowship with Him is manifested. 

His garments, the garments of righteousness, are myrrh, aloes 
and cassia. Myrrh and cassia were the leading ingredients of 
the holy anointing oil as commanded by the Lord (Exod. 30). 
Aloes was one of the chief spices. It is a poetic description of 
the perfection of the manhood of Him Whose whole life was so 
fragrant to God. 

Then we read of the ivory palaces, out of which stringed instru¬ 
ments are heard which make Him glad. His palace is His glorious 
dwelling place; ivory reminds us of Solomon's throne of ivory. 
And in the innermost dwelling place are those who sing their 
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everlasting praises unto Him, that which gladdens His heart, 
for they are the travail of His soul. But how much more all this 
must mean, which we do not fully understand and grasp as long 
as we still look into a glass darkly. 

IV. The gathered Companies around the Millennial Throne. 
(Verses 9-17.) 

King's daughters are among thine honorable women; 
Upon Thy right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline thine ear. 
And forget thy people and thy father's house; 
And the King will desire thy beauty; 
For He is thy Lord, and worship thou Him. 
And the daughter of Tyre is there with a gift; 
The rich among the people intreat Thy favor. 
The King's daughter is all glorious within, 
Her clothing is of wrought gold. 
She shall be brought to the King in embroidered raiment; 
The following virgins, her companions shall be brought in to Thee; 
With joy and gladness shall they be brought; 
They shall enter into the King's palace. 
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy sons; 
Princes Thou shalt make them in all the earth. 
I will make Thy Name to be remembered throughout all generations. 
Therefore shall the peoples praise Thee for ever and ever. 

But few expositors have given a strict interpretation of this 
concluding section. They have applied the different companies 
mentioned to different groups of saints. The queen for instance, 
has been made to be the Church. But the relationships, these 
different companies which are seen here, surrounding in worship 
the millennial throne, are not the heavenly, but the earthly 
relationships. 

The Queen is not the Church but Israel redeemed and taken 
back into favor. Her time of unfaithfulness is over; the broken 
relationship is healed, she is re-instated. This does not contradict 
the teaching of the New Testament that the Church is the bride of 
Christ and becomes in glory "the wife of the Lamb" (Rev. 19). 
It is a serious mistake made by the followers of Dr. Bullinger, to 
make the marriage in the nineteenth chapter of Revelation Israel's 
marriage. The marriage in Revelation is a heavenly scene; Israel's 
restoration and resumption of her former relation takes place on 
earth. In Scripture the earthly and the heavenly are frequently 
contrasted. There is a heavenly Jerusalem and an earthly Jerusa¬ 
lem; a heavenly people and an earthly people; a heavenly calling 
and an earthly calling; a heavenly kingdom and an earthly king¬ 
dom; a heavenly Zion and an earthly Zion; a heavenly bride and 
an earthly bride. 

The Queen is Israel on the earth, and the Kings' daughters, 
which are described as honorable women, attending the King and 
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the Queen on earth, are the representatives of the different nations 
gathered into the millennial kingdom; the daughter of Tyre is 
especially mentioned among these; she is present with an offering. 
Ancient Tyre was noted for its great wealth. It would indicate 
that the nations bring their riches to the King. 

The address to the daughter of the King concerns Israel, so 
frequently termed "the daughter of Zion." He claims now her 
whole affection and she will never backslide again. She is all 
glorious within and glorious outwardly as well. 

What earthly glories the closing verses of this Psalm indicate! 
Nations come and swell the triumph of the King. The children 
of redeemed Israel will become princes, rulers in the kingdom. 
Then will be heard the praises of the King in all the earth. 

THE FORTY-SIXTH PSALM 

The three next Psalms give us a prophetic picture of the glorious 
results of the coming of the King, whose coming in majesty and 
glory, with His sword girded to His side, is so vividly described 
in the preceding Psalm. Here we have one of the most striking 
illustrations of the fact of unity in this great collection of inspired 
songs and prayers. An unknown Jewish saint (probably Ezra) 
arranged these Psalms and collected them. The arrangement 
proves that the collector was guided by the Spirit of God in 
putting each Psalm into the right place to give a consecutive 
revelation. 

We had then first of all in this second section of the Psalms, 
Psalms in which the godly Israelitish remnant-is longing for the 
homeland and the remnant is seen in great tribulation. Then 
followed the Psalm of the coming King who receives the throne 
and the sceptre; and now a vision of His Kingdom. 

I. The Song of a Trusting People. (Verses 1-3.) 

God is our refuge and strength; 
A very present help in distress. 
Therefore do we not fear though the earth is removed. 
And the mountains are carried into the heart of the seas. 
The waters thereof roar. Let them foam! 
Let the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.—Selah. 

The Psalm carries the inscription "A Song upon Alamoth." 
Almah (used in Isa. 7:14) means "virgin," and Alamoth un¬ 
doubtedly means "with virgins," or maiden's voices! It refers 
us back to the first recorded song in the Bible. This is found in 
the fifteenth chapter of Exodus. The Lord had carried His 
blood-redeemed people through the Red Sea. Redemption by 
blood was followed by redemption by power. All their enemies 
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who had troubled them were destroyed, and therefore they began to 
sing. The song-leader was Miriam, followed by other women. 
They celebrated the great victory. 

Thus the future remnant of Israel will be delivered and break 
forth in singing. They trusted in the Lord. He was and is 
their refuge and strength. He helped them in their great distress. 
When He came down, the mighty King and Lord, the earth 
shook, mountains were moved, the waters foamed, but they 
remained calm, because they knew "This is our God, we have 
waited for Him and He will save us; this is the Lord; we have 
waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" 
(Isa. 25:9). This Psalm was one of Luther's favorite ones. He 
probably wrote his great reformation hymn, "Einefeste Burg ist 
unser Gott"—a mighty fortress is our God—with this Psalm 
before him. And so all God's people love the opening of this 
Psalm, this magnificent outburst of trust in God. All the saints 
of God, Jewish and Christian, know their Lord as their refuge and 
their strength, and when the judgment floods arise, when their 
Lord deals with the earth in mighty judgments, when the earth 
quakes and mountains are moved, they have nothing to fear and 
can rejoice and say "This is our God—this is our Lord." 

II. The Glorious Deliverance. (Verses 4-7.) 

There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the City of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall never be moved; 
God helpeth her in the dawn of the morning. 
The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; 
He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 
Jehovah of Hosts is with us. 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

The judgment floods have spent their force; they are gone. 
And now flows forth the stream of living water. Ezekiel saw 
that stream as it gushed forth from the door of the great house of 
worship (Ezek. 47:1) and Zechariah speaks of the living waters 
which shall go forth from Jerusalem (Zech 14:8). It means both 
physical and spiritual blessing. The Holy Spirit in fullest blessing 
is active then in His delivered earthly people. The tabernacle 
of the Most High (the millennial name of God) is in the midst of 
the city, that is why she can never be moved. He has chosen 
Jerusalem as His dwelling place. The night of sorrow, the night 
of weeping, the night of tribulation is gone, the dawn of the 
morning has come and with it the salvation Israel's remnant 
needed. The dawn of the morning is a poetic expression indi¬ 
cating-the daybreak of the coming age. 

Then there is a retrospect. The nations had raged and king-
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doms were moved. All that which is pre-written in the prophetic 
Word came to pass. The visions of Daniel and of John, the 
beloved disciple, recorded hi the final book of the Word of God, 
were all literally and minutely fulfilled. Then, when all was the 
darkest, when the enemy came in like a flood, when there seemed 
to be no escape "He uttered His voice"; the Lord spoke and 
appeared hi His glory. The earth shook and melted in His 
presence. 

Out of the midst of the judgments and political upheavals we 
hear once more the praise of the delivered remnant: 

Johovah of hosts is with us, 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

III. What He has Wrought and how He is Glorified. (Verses 
8-11.) 

Come and behold the deeds of Jehovah; 
See the desolations He hath made upon the earth! 
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear asunder; 
He burneth the chariots in the fire. 
Be still and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations; 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
Jehovah of hosts is with us. 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

It must be the remnant of Israel speaking to those about 
them. They call attention to the judgment desolations on all 
sides. The indignation of the Lord announced by the different 
prophets has passed into history. "For the indignation of the 
Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all their armies; 
He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them to the 
slaughter" (Isa. 34:2). The stone of Nebuchadnezzar's dream 
image has fallen and has dealt its annihilating blow. The times 
of the Gentiles are ended; man's day is forever closed and the 
day of the Lord begun. 

"Peace on earth" is now a blessed reality. The Prince of 
Peace has come, spoken the word, and all swords become plow¬ 
shares, spears, pruninghooks. No more war, no longer nation 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom. Oh! that Christen¬ 
dom might see and learn the lesson written in this Psalm! Well 
meaning are all efforts in our days to outlaw war. Who does 
not praise God for temporary relief from the horrors of war. But 
universal peace will never come as long as the murderer from the 
beginning is the prince of this world and the god of this age 
controls. 

Then He speaks. All must now acknowledge Him that He 
is God. The once rejected Light and Life, the Creator, the Son 
of God, our Lord Jesus Christ will be exalted among the nations; 
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He will be exalted in the earth. Then again we hear the glorious 
praise, with which this prophetic Psalm closes. 

THE FORTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This brief Psalm is vitally connected with the preceding one. 
We find in it the praise and worship of the millennial kingdom, 
established with the coming of the King in power and glory. 
Some older expositors supposed that the Psalm was written, 
like Psalm 24, on the occasion of the removal of the ark to Mount 
Zion as a prophecy of the ascension of Christ, and of His kingly 
rule, as sitting at the right hand of the Father. This is not 
entirely correct. That it is a Messianic psalm has been recognized 
by many Rabbinical interpreters. Its meaning becomes clear 
when we remember that in the Forty-Sixth Psalm the coming of 
the King in judgment is celebrated, and now He is King over all 
the earth and as such He is praised and worshipped. 

I. The Kingdom Nation Speaks. (Verses 1-4.) 

All ye peoples, clap your hands, 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph, 
For Jehovah Most High must be feared; 
A great King over all the earth. 
He subdueth the people under us. 
And the Gentiles under our feet. 
He hath chosen our inheritance for us, 
The excellency of Jacob whom He loved. Selah. 

It is Israel redeemed and restored, the great nation, the nucleus 
of the Millennial Kingdom, exhorting the other peoples, gathered 
into the same Kingdom, to break out in praise. They are to 
clap their hands and shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 
"Jehovah Most High" is the Lord's millennial name. He must 
be feared or judgment will fall. He is the King over all the 
earth; His theocratic rule promised by the prophets of old, has 
passed into history. 

Israel is now in the place of supremacy. For centuries Israel 
had been the tail of the nations, but now they have become the 
head and all the other nations are subject unto them. We read 
in Deuteronomy: "When the Most High divided the nations 
their inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set 
the bounds of the people according to the number of the children 
of Israel" (Deut. 32:8). This prophecy is anticipative of what 
will take place when Israel has reached the place assigned to her 
in the purpose of God. She is the head-nation and all the other 
nations are grouped around her. The many unfulfilled promises 
of mercy and glory are now fulfilled and Israel is His glory. 
"And they shall call them the holy people, the redeemed people 
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of the Lord; and thou shaft be called, sought out, a city not 
forsaken" (Isa.G2:12). 

II. The Call to Praise and Worship. (Verses 5-9.) 
God is gone up amidst shouting, 
Jehovah amid the sound of the trumpet. 
Sing Psalms unto God! 
Sing Psalms unto our King, sing Psalms! 
For God is the King of all the earth— 
Sing Psalms for instruction. 
God reigneth over the nations; 
God sitteth upon the throne of His holiness. 
The willing hearted of the people have gathered together 
With the people of the God of Abraham; 
For unto God belong the shields of the earth; 
He is greatly exalted. 

The fifth verse is most interesting. It tells us that He, Jehovah 
Most High, ascended amidst shoutings. His ascent supposes a 
previous descent. It may be applied to His ascension after His 
passion and glorious resurrection. He had come down in humilia¬ 
tion and ascended up on high with victor's shout of triumph. And 
as there will be the sound of the trumpet on His return, there was 
the sound of a trumpet when He ascended. But the real meaning 
in this Psalm must be connected with His coming descent and 
His coming ascent. In His second, glorious coming He descends 
to the earth. He comes to fight in behalf of His people, to deal 
with their enemies; He comes for their deliverance; He comes to 
claim His crown-rights; He comes to establish His throne. But 
when all this is accomplished He ascends again in visible kingly 
glory. He returns to the New Jerusalem, for there is His body, 
the glorified Church, there is His throne. His glorious throne 
and dwelling place will be there. On earth the government under 
Him as King of kings, and Lord of lords is commissioned to others. 
In all probability He will descend and ascend at stated times 
during the millennium and display His visible glory. 

This may be during the feast of tabernacles when the representa¬ 
tives of the nations go up to Jerusalem to worship. (See Zech. 
14:16-21.) 

And now we hear the enthusiastic praise of the restored and 
spirit-filled nation. They call for singing, for the singing times 
have come. The groans and moans of the previous age are 
hushed; "Glory to God in the Highest" is bursting forth. The 
Psalms are sung now in the synagogical worship of the Jews; 
they are chanted in the liturgies of Christendom, but the future 
Psalm-singing will surpass it all. The Spirit of God is upon those 
redeemed singers and the Psalms are sung in a universal worship 
for instruction. What else could be done when He reigneth 
over the nations and sitteth upon the throne of His holiness! 
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Then the nations are willing hearted. They no longer band 
themselves together as it was before the millennium, to oppose 
God and His anointed, they gather together with the people 
of the God of Abraham. He is shield (protection) for all. He 
is greatly exalted. Such singing times will surely come when He 
's greatly exalted, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. 

THE FORTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This Psalm belongs to the series which began with the forty-
second. It is therefore closely linked with the preceding one. 
It is a millennial Psalm, and celebrates Messiah's complete victory 
over all the enemies of His people. It is a great thanksgiving 
Psalrn. Expositors have seen in this Psalm the praise for God's 
care over Jerusalem when the army of Sennacherib was threatening 
(2 Kings 18:14 and Isa. 36) and others apply it to the time of 
Jehoshaphat. But it is obvious that its fulfillment belongs to the 
future. All the former deliverances of Jerusalem foreshadow the 
final great deliverance when the hordes of Gog and Magog (Ezek. 
38-39) gather against it. 

I. Jerusalem, the City of God. (Verses 1-3.) 
Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised, 
In the city of our God, in His holy mountain. 
Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth. 
Is the Mount Zion, the sides of the north, 
The city of the great King. 
God in her palaces 
Hath made Himself known 
As a high tower. 

The Psalm opens with His praise, who came in majesty and 
glory to claim His throne and to deliver His waiting people. 
The King has come and His capital is Jerusalem, the City of God. 
Jerusalem means "the habitation of peace"; such it has become 
by the manifestation of the Prince of Peace. But even that 
florious name will be changed in that day and Jerusalem will be 

nown as "Jehovah our Righteousness" (Jer. 33:16) and "Jehovah 
Shammah" which means "The Lord is there" (Ezek. 48:35). 

Her exalted position is beautiful and Mount Zion becomes the 
glory spot of the world, the joy of the whole earth. 

What will be the future Jerusalem on that coming day of glory! 
The topography of Jerusalem and all the surrounding country 
will undergo a remarkable change, which we can hardly imagine. 
(See Zech 14:1-5.) Of this we also read in the second chapter of 
Isaiah. "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
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shall flow unto it" (Isa. 2:2). Jerusalem will become a glorious 
city. "Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated. 
I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations" 
(Isa. 60:15). But read the whole of Isaiah 60 and beware of the 
miserable, unscriptural mode of spiritualizing these literal promises. 

That the sides of the north are specially mentioned has signifi¬ 
cance. The sides of the north are mentioned in Isaiah 14:13. 
"For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will sit also upon 
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north." The 
Lucifer who speaks thus is the erstwhile Angel-prince who fell by 
pride and became the enemy of God. But in the pre-historic 
time of his fall there was no congregation, there were no sides of 
the north. How then can this be explained? These words are 
given by the Holy Spirit through the prophet in anticipation of 
the one yet to come, Satan's future masterpiece, the man of sin, a 
veritable incarnation of Satan himself. And when he appears 
he will assume this place and for his chief seat in Jerusalem he 
may select the sides of the north. And from the North the 
hordes of the last enemies of Israel rush down upon the city. 
But now all is no longer in the hands of the enemy, but all is 
"the city of the great King." 

II. The Conflict and its End. (Verses 4-7.) 
For lol the kings were gathered. 
They passed by together. 
They saw it and were amazed; 
They were terror stricken, 
They started to flee, 
Trembling came upon them there. 
Pains as a woman in travail. 
With the East wind 
Thou hast broken the ships of Tarshish. 

The hordes gathered by kings and under their leadership rushed 
down from the north against Israel's land and the city of the 
King. They are Gog and Magog, the chief prince of Meshech 
and Tubal, Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Gomer and all his bands, the 
house of Torgomah of the north quarters and all his bands, and 
many other people (Ezek. 38:1-6). Israel is restored, the people 
are brought back from the sword, they are gathered home from 
many countries. These kings and their armies come to execute 
their satanic desire. They came and saw—Caesar's famous 
Veni, Vidi, Vici "I came, I saw, I conquered" did not hold good 
in their case. As the Egyptian army pursuing the Israelites met 
the Lord and were buried beneath the waves of the Red Sea, so 
these hosts came and beheld, and next judgment fell upon them. 
As they saw and realized that the Lord of Glory, the God of 
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Israel was with His people, they tried to turn back, but they could 
not. Terror seized upon them. Then fell the stroke of judgment. 
Not one escaped. The multitude had to be buried in Israel's 
land. The burying took seven months (Ezek. 39:11-12). All is 
yet to come as it is written in the infallible Word of God. 

III. The Joy, the Worship, and Glory of the Redeemed People. 
(Verses 8-14.) 

As we have heard, so have we seen, 
In the City of Jehovah of hosts, 
In the City of our God; 
God will establish it for ever. Selah. 
We have thought, O God, on Thy loving-kindness 
In the midst of Thy temple. 
According to Thy Name, O God, so is Thy praise 
Unto the end of the earth. 
Full of righteousness is Thy right hand. 
Let Zion's mount rejoice. 
Let the daughters of Judah be glad 
Because of Thy judgments. 
Walk about Ziou and go round about her. 
Number the towers thereof, 
Consider her bulwarks, mark well her palaces, 
That ye may tell it to the generations to come. 
For such is God, our God, for ever and ever; 
He will be our guide evermore. 

They had heard (and read) all about this in their prophets, and 
now "as they heard" so they have seen the literal accomplishment 
of all. The promised deliverance has been realized. Jerusalem 
is, what was promised, the city of Jehovah of hosts and as such 
established for ever. In their earthly sanctuary, the temple, 
where they will worship during the coming age of glory, they 
meditate on His loving kindness. What worship it will be! How 
They will chant "His Mercy endureth for ever"! 

And this praise is not confined to Jerusalem nor to the land of 
Israel. It will be heard throughout the nations of the earth. 
The right hand of God is full of righteousness. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, the King, is the right hand of God and through Him 
righteousness will be dispensed and exalted. 

With rejoicing they will walk about the glorious city, mark all 
the palaces, and praise Him who is their God and their guide 
evermore. 

THE FORTY-NINTH PSALM 
This Psalm concludes the cluster of Psalms beginning with the 

forty-second. It is a Psalm of contrast and is designed as a 
vindication of the ways of God in connection with the wicked 
and the righteous. "It is no mere commonplace on the shortness 
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of life and the uncertainty of riches. It is no philosophical 
dissertation, which bids us bear bravely our perils and sufferings, 
telling us that virtue is its own reward. It goes at once to the 
root of the matter. It shows us not only the vanity of riches, but 
the end of those who 'boast themselves in riches.' It comforts 
the righteous in their oppression and affliction, not merely by 
the assurance that they shall finally triumph over the wicked, but 
by the more glorious hope of everlasting life with God. Here is 
the true ground of consolation, that God will not only not forsake 
those who trust in Him in this life, but that He will take them to 
Himself" (Perowne). "While all this is true, the Psalm itself 
must be read also in the light of Israel's deliverance. In their 
final experience, passing through their greatest trouble, they will 
be surrounded by the wicked, but they shall pass away through 
the judgments of the Lord. The upright, the righteous, rule 
over all "in the morning," which is that long promised morning 
when the day dawns and the shadows flee away. We find three 
well-defined sections in this Psalm. 

I. The Call to Hear. (Verses 1-4.) 
Hear ye this, all ye peoples, 
Give ear, all ye inhabitants of the age, 
Both low and high, 
Rich and poor together! 
My mouth speaketh wisdom 
And the meditation of my heart is understanding. 
I will incline mine ear to a parable. 
I will open my riddle upon the harp. 

The call indicates that it is a universal theme of interest to all 
the peoples and the dwellers of a fleeting age. He addresses 
those of low and high degree, the rich and the poor. All are 
concerned in it. Similar calls to hear are found in other portions 
of the Bible; for instance, in Deuteronomy 32:1; Isaiah 1:2; 
1 Kings 22:28; Micah 1:2. What he says is a deep saying, a 
riddle, in fact, the riddle of mankind. Then follows the deep 
saying itself. 

II. The Prosperous and the Rich in Their False Confidence. 
(Verses 5-12.) 

Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, 
When the iniquity of my supplanters encompasseth me? 
They depend upon their wealth, 
And boast themselves in the abundance of their riches— 
None can by any means redeem his brother, 
Nor give unto God a ransom for him: 
For the redemption of their soul is costly. 
And must be given up for ever; 
That he should live on perpetually, 



212 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

And not see corruption. 
For he seeth that wise men die. 
Likewise the fool and the brutish perish, 
And they leave their wealth to others. 
Inwardly they think that their houses shall be for ever, 
And their dwellings from generation to generation; 
They call the lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless, man being in honor abideth not; 
He is like the beasts that perish. 

This section begins with a question. Does the writer ask the 
question for himself, or does he put this question into the mouth 
of the self-confident rich? We believe it is the question asked 
by the righteous who suffer unjustly from the hands of the wicked, 
the prosperous and the rich. They rely on their wealth and their 
boast is in the abundance of their riches. But with all their 
riches none can by any means redeem his brother. At the first 
glance this seems to mean that the ungodly rich can with all his 
riches not even redeem another, much less can he redeem himself, 
or offer a ransom for himself. No wealth can save a man from 
death, because life is not in the hand of man, or in the hand of his 
fellows, but only in the hand of God. Verse 9 is a parenthesis. 
We may also think here, by way of application, of that costly 
redemption which God procured through the sacrificial death of 
His Son. But the meaning evidently is as to physical death, 
which knows no difference. The wise men die, the fool and the 
brutish perish alike, and their wealth is left to others. Inwardly, 
men think their houses and dwellings shall be for ever. They 
think they can procure for themselves an imaginary immortality 
by calling lands after their own names. On verse 12 Bishop 
Home comments as follows: "The continuance of man in the 
world is as that of a traveller at an inn, who tarrieth but for a 
night; so that if honor and wealth do not soon leave him, he must 
soon leave them, and, like the brutes around him, return to this 
earth, never more to be seen, and little more to be thought of. 
Families decay, and are extinguished, as well as individuals; 
and the world is to perish after the same example. That such 
beings, in such a place, should think of becoming glorious and 
immortal!" But this is the result of the darkened mind. The 
sentence "he is like the beasts that perish" is being used by the 
false teachers who teach annihilation, that man indeed perisheth 
like the beast and that there is no existence after death. They 
also use Ecclesiastes 3:18-20 in the same way. But the statement 
has reference to the body only, which enters into death and sees 
corruption like the beast that perisheth. But man does not perish 
in that sense. He has endless being. 
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III. The Contrast with the Righteous. (Verses 13-20.) 

This their way is their folly. 
And after them others approve their sayings. Selah. 
Like sheep they are laid in Sheol: 
Death feedeth on them; 
And the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; 
And their comeliness shall be for Sheol to consume, 
That there be no habitation for them. 
But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, 
For He shall receive me. Selah. 
Be not afraid when man becometh rich, 
When the glory of his house increaseth. 
For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; 
His glory shall not descend after him. 
Though in life he blessed himself:— 
And men will praise thee when thou doest well to thyself— 
His soul forth to the generation of his fathers; 
They shall never see the light. 
Man that is in honor and understandeth not. 
Is like the beasts that perish. 

It is a mournful, yet true picture, which the psalmist paints by 
the Spirit of God. They follow the way of their folly and then 
like sheep they pass on into Sheol, the unseen world. Death has 
now become their shepherd and tendeth them. Their riches, 
their beauty, their honor and glory are all gone. Then all changes 
and the psalmist now speaks of the upright, and there is the 
contrast with the lot of the wicked. There is a morning coming, a 
morning of deliverance, then the upright shall reign and have 
dominion, while the wicked are consumed in their comeliness hi 
the unseen world. Then faith and hope speak: "But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, for He shall receive me." 
(See Psalm 73:23, 24.) Here then is the hope of eternal life if not 
the hope of resurrection. In the preceding verse, in the midst 
of the gloomy picture concerning the end of the ungodly, there 
breaks forth one morning-ray of light, the bright anticipation 
of the final triumph of good over evil. This is the unextinguish-
able hope of believers in all ages. Righteousness will triumph 
and reign over the earth. 

But now that he conies to speak of himself, and his own personal 
relation to God, he mounts higher. He knows that he can never 
perish. His soul will be redeemed from Sheol and the psalmist 
has the assurance "He shall receive me." But the word "receive" 
also means "take." He shall take me, as He took Enoch and 
Elijah to Himself. Of course, we are not to suppose that the 
Psalmist expected to pass into Jehovah's presence without passing 
through death. That is the blessed hope of the New Testament. 
Yet he has this hope, though not yet revealed as a certainty. I t 
rests on no distinct promise in the Old Testament; it is not yet 
formulated as a doctrine. But even this hope was enough to 
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raise, to cheer, to comfort, and to encourage those who saw un¬ 
godliness prospering in the world. The end of the wicked is a 
thick darkness which cann&t be penetrated; the end of the life 
of the righteous is redemption and reception in glory. But how 
great the promise and hope for us in this present age which ends 
for His church on earth "with our gathering together unto Hun" 
and our entrance into the Father's house with its many mansions! 

This section ends in the same way as the preceding one, with 
the declaration so evident in life, yet so little acknowledged, that 
"when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; his glory shall not 
descend after him." 

THE FIFTIETH PSALM 

The next two Psalms, the fiftieth and the fifty-first, go together, 
and once more give us a great prophetic message. The fiftieth is 
a judgment Psalm. God is seen coming in righteousness to judge 
His people. The fifty-first Psalm is the great penitential psalm in 
which sin, and especially blood-guiltiness, is confessed. We shall 
see what a striking unfolding of prophetic truths we have in these 
two Psalms. The fiftieth Psalm is the first Asaph Psalm. Asaph 
means "the gatherer." The other eleven Asaph psalms are 
found" in the beginning of the next section. In 1 Chronicles 16:5 
Asaph is described as the chief of the sacred music, in the tent 
where the Ark was placed, who played the cymbals. His name is 
mentioned with the others, but never hi the first place: Heman, 
Asaph and Ethan. The same order is also observed in the 
genealogies of the three hi 1 Chronicles 6:16-32. Heman takes 
the prominent place, and at his right hand stands Asaph, and on 
his left Ethan. History bears witness to the fact that Asaph, 
besides being a musician, was also a Psalm writer. For, according 
to 2 Chronicles 29:30, Hezekiah brought "the words of David 
and of Asaph the seer" into use again in the service of the house 
of the Lord. And in Nehemiah 12:46 David and Asaph are 
called the chief singers in the days of old in Israel. While it is 
doubtful that all Psalms bearing the inscription of Asaph were 
written by the aged Asaph (many think his family is included) 
the fiftieth Psalm is unquestionably an original Psalm of Asaph. 

I. The Theophany. (Verses 1-3.) 

The Mighty One, God, Jehovah speaketh 
And summons the earth from the rising of the sun to 

the going down thereof. 
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 
Our God cometh, and shall not keep silence; 
Fire devoureth before Him, 
And round about Him it is very tempestuous. 
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The Mighty One, God, Jehovah, speaks and summons the 
whole earth. The inhabitants of the earth are to be the witnesses 
of the judgment of Israel, His covenant people. This call precedes 
His glorious manifestation. He shines forth out of Zion, the 
place of His choice and the display of His Kingly glory. It is 
the glory spot whence the brightness spreads forth like the rays 
of the rising sun. Thus He shined forth from Mount Paran, 
when He came to Sinai with ten thousand of holy ones (Deut. 
33:2) and so he will shine forth again when He is manifested in His 
coming glory. Then when He comes the silence of the heavens, 
age-long, will be broken. He cometh and shall not keep silence. 
The fire and the tempest mentioned are the symbols of His 
holiness and His judgment. The fire is His holy wrath, and the 
tempestuous storm the power of His wrath. The fire threatens 
to consume the sinner, and the storm to drive him away like chaff. 

II. Gather My Saints Together Unto Me. (Verses 4-6.) 
He calleth^to the heavens above 
And to the earth, to judge His people. 
Gather My Saints together u'nto Me; 
Those that nave made covenant with Me by sacrifice! 
And the heavens declare His righteousness; 
For God is Judge Himself. Selah. 

And now heaven and earth are summoned as the witnesses 
of His judgment. But who are the Saints (Chasidim—pious ones) 
who are to be gathered unto Him? Some have imagined that 
these must be the angels. But such an interpretation is im¬ 
possible. Some devotional writers on the Psalms state that here 
is a hint of the truth as to the Church saints as revealed in the 
New Testament, that it means "our gathering together unto Him" 
as mentioned by the Apostle Paul (2 Thess. 2:1). But such an 
interpretation does not fit into this Psalm at all. There will be a 
gathering together of the Saints unto Him, but this is not in view 
here at all. The context makes such an interpretation impossible. 
The people who are gathered together are the people Israel. 
"Those gathered here are plainly those He calls His people hi the 
seventh verse, and are Israel, gathered for judgment, that is, not 
for the execution of wrath upon them, but that He may plead with 
them as to their sin. And 'the covenant by sacrifice' clearly refers 
to Exodus 24, when they had as a nation taken upon them to keep 
all the Lord's words, and the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled 
upon them. If the heavenly saints come into this Psalm, it may 
be in the next verse, in a much more obscure, but more beautiful 
way. For 'the heavens shall indeed declare His righteousness' 
when shiners like ourselves shall be seen through the manifestation 
of this in the cross, in their place hi glory, 'made the righteousness 
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of God in Him.' How the utter failure of man, and the righteous¬ 
ness of God, will be thus declared together, in grace more marvel¬ 
ous, and yet in principle the same as that shown in the deliverance 
and blessing of Israel in the day here contemplated!" (*) 

HI. What the Judge Speaks. (Verse 7-15.) 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak; 
0 Israel, and I will testify concerning thee; 
1 am God, thy God. 
Not for thy sacrifices do I reprove thee; 
And thy burnt-offerings are continually before Me; 
I have no need to take bullocks out of thy house, 
Nor he-goats from thy folds. 
For every beast of the forest is mine— 
The cattle on a thousand hills; 
I know all the birds of the hills, 
And that which moveth in the fields is with Me. 
If I were hungry I would not tell thee; 
For the world and its fulness is Mine. 
Should I eat the flesh of bulls? 
And drink the blood of goats? 
Sacrifice unto God thanksgiving, 
And pay to the Most High thy vows: 
And call upon Me in the day of trouble— 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. 

The Judge speaks. The words recorded here remind us of 
similar words of reproof uttered later by the prophets. "To 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me? saith 
the Lord: I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of 
fed beasts, and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs 
or of he-goats. When ye come to appear before Me, who hath 
required this at your hand, to tread My courts?" (Isa. 1:11-12). 
"For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the 
day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning 
burnt-offerings or sacrifices. But this thing commanded I them, 
saying, Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be 
My people, and walk ye in all the ways that I commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you" (Jer. 7:22, 23). "Wherewith shall 
I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves of a 
year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He 
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God" (Micah 6:6-8). 

These quotations are a commentary to His words in this Psalm. 
'Numerical Bible. 
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He did not reprove them for their sacrifices. How could He to 
whom all things belong, every beast in the forest, the cattle upon 
a thousand hills and all the birds, desire sacrifices of annuals from 
them? If He were hungry would He need to tell the creature 
about it, He to Whom belongs the world and the fulness thereof? 

What He looks for is that which His people did not render unto 
Him—the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 
and praise are the expression of dependence and the acknowledg¬ 
ment of His loving-kindness and goodness. And while Israel 
persevered in their ritualistic observances outwardly, that which 
the Lord desired, thanksgiving, He did not receive. 

And what a mighty challenging promise is injected here! 
The God who owns the world and the fulness thereof, the cattle 
upon a thousand hills and all the silver and gold, speaks to the 
creature of the dust. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I 
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." This was the first 
verse of the Bible the writer learned as a child. It has remained 
with him throughout his life. As year after year passed by, it 
became bigger and bigger. I t never was more precious than now. 
Oh the wonder of it! That an Almighty One invites prayer and 
confidence in the day of trouble with the assurance of deliverance! 
How is it that faith does not lay more hold on such a blessed 
promise? 

IV. What God Saith to the Wicked. (Verses 16-21.) 

But unto the wicked God saith, 
What hast thou to do to declare My statutes, 
Or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth. 
Seeing thou hast hated correction, 
And hast cast My words behind thee? 
When thou sawest a thief, thou didst rejoice in him, 
And thy portion was with adulterers; 
Thou lettest thy mouth loose in evil. 
And thy tongue frameth deceit. 
Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother, 
Thou revilest thine own mother's son; 
These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 
Thou thoughtest that I was altogether as thyself, 
But I will reprove thee 
And set them before thine eyes. 
Now consider this, ye that forget God, 
Lest I tear in pieces and there be no deliverer. 
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me, 
And to Him that ordereth his way will I show the salvation 

of God. 

Here we find God's uncovering sin and His rebuke. He un¬ 
masks hypocrisy. We can go to the New Testament and find the 
Spirit's testimony there which gives the same message, and let it 
be understood it does not mean the Jew only. The Gentile 
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religious professor, with his form of godliness, his outward pro¬ 
fession and his rejection of the power of godliness, is included in 
this also. We quote Romans 2:17-24. "Behold thou art called a 
Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God (as in 
this Psalm: declaring God's statutes, taking His covenant in 
the mouth only and not in the heart). And knowest His will, and 
approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out 
of the law; and art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the 
blind, a light to them that are in darkness, an instructor of the 
foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and 
of the truth in the law. Thou therefore which teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself? (in the Psalm: seeing thou hatest 
correction and hast cast My words behind thee). Thou that 
preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? (In the Psalm: 
when thou sawest a thief thou didst rejoice in him.) Thou that 
sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
adultery? (in the Psalm: and thy portion was with adulterers). 
Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? (in the 
Psalm: thy mouth loose in evil). Thou that makest thy boast 
in the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?" 
Such was the moral condition of professing Israel in the days of 
Asaph, in Paul's day, in our own day; and such is the moral 
condition of all religionists who speak of religion as an outward 
thing without knowing the Lord in righteousness. And heaven 
does not interfere. The Lord keeps silent toward it all. Then 
man thinks there will be no reckoning day coming, that, because 
God is silent, He approves of it. "But," saith the Lord, "I 
will reprove thee and set them (his sins) in order before thine eyes." 
Then comes the exhortation to those who forget God to consider 
all this, for judgment is sure to come. The way of salvation is 
mentioned. It will be shown to all who "ordereth his way," 
who seeks in repentance, and with confession, God. And this is 
the great theme of the Psalm which follows. 

THE FIFTY-FIRST PSALM 

The inscription of this Psalm is "To the chief musician, a Psalm 
of David, when Nathan the prophet had come to him, after he 
had gone in to Bathsheba." It is therefore a Psalm written by 
David and the occasion of its composition is also stated, after his 
awful fall into sin. Yet there are numerous difficulties which can 
only be solved by giving this penitential Psalm a wider and a 
prophetic application. This was seen over a hundred years ago 
by Bishop Horsley, when he wrote his exposition of the Psalms. 
"The subject matter of this Psalm," he wrote, "can have no 
reference to the Hebrew title prefixed thereto, because David 
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polluted with adultery and murder, could not say, 'Against Thee 
only have I sinned' and because the prayer for the rebuilding of 
the walls of Jerusalem would have been an inappropriate petition 
in the days of David. The application of the Psalm to restored, 
repentant Israel, is self-evident. I view this fifty-first Psalm as 
a precomposed form of penitential prayer, afore designed and pre¬ 
pared by Infinite Wisdom for the use of penitent and believing 
Israel, in the perilous times of the last days." 

These words give us the key to the prophetic meaning of this 
Psalm. It is the same with the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. We 
use this chapter and see in it the great prophecy of the substitu-
tionary sufferings of our Lord. But it has a prophetic meaning 
as to the future. It will be converted Israel's great confession 
in that coming day when they shall look upon Him whom they 
pierced. 

We also might mention the twenty-second Psalm, written by 
David. It was written by David at a time of intense suffering. 
But the sufferings he describes are not his own, but they forecast 
the sufferings of Messiah, the Son of David. And so here. The 
Psalm was written immediately after bloodguiltiness had come 
upon David and the Holy Spirit, who spoke through David, then 
puts words of confession, words of penitence, and prayers for 
restoration and blessing into his pen, which go beyond David's 
experience and can only be fully understood in the light of Israel's 
future national repentance. 

I. The Opening Cry for Cleansing. (Verses 1-4.) 
Be gracious unto me, O God, according to Thy loving-kindness, 
According to the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot 

out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin, 
For I acknowledge my transgressions; 
And my sin is constantly before me. 
Against Thee, against Thee only, have I sinned. 
And done this evil in Thy sight, 
That Thou mayest be justified when Thou speakest, 
And be clear when Thou judgest. 

The opening words must have been music to God's ears. Here 
is a man, a creature of the dust, who had been plunged into horrible 
sins. He had outraged the holy and righteous character of God. 
God's righteousness demands that he be righteously dealt with. 
But out of the depths of sin and moral degradation there rises 
the cry "Be gracious!" Here is faith and trust in God's loving-
kindness and in His tender mercies. He trusts in Hun who in His 
character is not only Light, but Love as well. If David had 
crouched away from .God, hidden away, stayed away in fear and 
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trembling, he would have added an additional sin. But he comes, 
he wants to make a clean breast of it. He knows forgiveness is 
with Him, that He is merciful. He asks more than to have the 
transgression blotted out; he wants to be washed and cleansed 
from sin itself, that evil within. 

He realizes that his sin has been against Him, and against Hun 
only. But was it not a sin against Bathsheba, against her husband, 
a sin against all Israel? It still bears its dreadful fruit for the 
enemies of the Bible; the infidels who try to brand the Word of 
God as an unmoral book, always single out David's sin committed 
three thousand years ago. While this is very true, yet it is 
equally true every sin committed is a sin against God and against 
His character. Sin, no matter what it is, is lawlessness, revolt 
against God. 

II. The Cry for Salvation. (Verses 5-8.) 
Behold I was shapen in iniquity, 
And in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Behold Thou desirest truth in the inward parts; 
And in the hidden parts Thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
That the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Here then is first of all an acknowledgment of the great inward 
corruption, the leprosy of the soul, sin. Shapen in iniquity and 
conceived in sin. Every true child of God who believes the Word, 
endorses this great statement. "In my flesh there dwelleth no 
good thing" is the confession of every true Saint of God. Today 
it is denied almost everywhere in modernistic Christendom. 
Original sin is branded as an obnoxious dogma. But the awakened 
soul knows better. Let man come to the light in receiving a 
spiritual nature and the fact of the corrupt, fallen nature comes 
experimentally to the front. 

And so he cries for salvation. "Purge me with hyssop and I 
shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow." Hyssop 
is a small, insignificant plant. It was used in the ceremonial as a 
means by which the cleansing was effected. We find it first men¬ 
tioned in connection with the sprinkling of the blood of the 
Passover Lamb. "And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip 
it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two 
side posts with the blood that is in the basin" (Exod. 12:22). It 
was also used when the leper was cleansed. Two birds were used. 
The one bird was killed in an earthen vessel over running water. 
"As for the living bird, he shall take it and the cedar wood, and 
the scarlet and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird 
in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water" 
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(Lev. 14:6). Once more it was used if one had become defiled 
with the dead; then the water of purification was sprinkled upon 
him with hyssop (Num. 19:18). Some take hyssop to mean Christ 
Himself; but it rather points to the application of the atoning 
work of our Lord, the shed blood, which is the prominent feature 
in the Passover, the cleansing of the leper and the red heifer. 

And the confidence expressed in this cry, "Wash me and I shall 
be whiter than snow!" And where such confidence and assurance 
is there must also be joy and gladness, and gracious healing for 
that which was broken. 

III. The Deeper Prayer. (Verses 9-13.) 

Hide Thy face from my sins, 
And blot out all mine iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
And uphold me by a willing spirit. 
I will teach the rebellious Thy ways. 
And sinners shall turn to Thee. 

In this deeper prayer he longs for a restored nearness to God. 
His face was hidden on account of sin. He wants to have the 
intimate relationship restored which had been severed. This 
prayer reminds of similar prayers in the Psalms which will be 
prayed at the close of this age when the remnant of Israel turns 
to the Lord (see Psa. 80:3, 7, 19). Then all their iniquities will 
be blotted out. While David's prayer was answered individually 
and all sinners turning to the Lord have their sins blotted out, 
it refers likewise to that coming miracle of the grace of God, when 
Israel's sins and iniquities will be blotted out and remembered no 
more. So many Christians claim Isaiah 43:25 without consider¬ 
ing that it really is a promise and assurance made to the literal 
Israel: " I , even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins." It is Israel's 
hope which is recorded in the closing verses of Micah's prophecy. 

Then the prayer for a clean heart. "Create in me a clean 
heart, O God." The word used for create (Bara) is the same 
which is used in the first verse of the Bible. There was then no 
material, no matter, out of which God could fashion the universe. 
It was a creation out of nothing. And there is nothing in the 
shiner's fallen nature which God can use; it is not a reformation, 
or reconstruction, but a new creation—as we read in the New 
Testament, "Created in Christ Jesus." And so Israel will receive 
the heart of flesh, when the heart of stone is taken away (Ezek. 
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36:25-28). They will also receive a steadfast spirit, and their 
backsliding® will be forever healed. 

The prayer of the eleventh verse needs not to be prayed by the 
Saint in the New Testament, for he is accepted in the Beloved 
One, He is saved and safe in Him; he may grieve the Holy Spirit, 
but He is the abiding Spirit, by whom we are sealed unto the day 
of redemption. And the result of this prayer answer is a restora¬ 
tion of the joy of His salvation and practical service for the re¬ 
bellious, so that sinners are turned to the Lord. In a large sense 
this will be Israel's future service among the nations. 

IV. Israel's Prayer in the Future. (Verses 14-19.) 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; 
And my tongue shall sing of Thy righteousness. 
Lord open Thou my lips, 
And my mouth shall make known Thy praises. 
For Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give it; 
Thou delightest not in burnt-offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. 
A broken and contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 
Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion; 
Thou shalt build the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then shalt Thou be pleased with sacrifices of righteousness, 
Burnt offering and whole burnt offering; 
Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

This final section can only be understood in giving it a pro¬ 
phetic-future application. The blood guiltiness which is upon 
the nation is the blood of Christ which was shed and on account 
of which their fathers cried, "His blood be upon us and upon our 
children." When that blood guiltiness is removed and they are 
forgiven they will become a nation which praises the Lord. While 
an ungodly part of the nation resumes the temple worship and 
brings sacrifices once more, the Lord does not desire them, but 
looks for the broken spirit and heart. Compare this with Isaiah 
66:1-4. 

Then the Lord will do good in His good pleasure to Zion, the 
walls of Jerusalem will be built and the Temple Worship resumed 
as predicted in Ezekiel's great vision (Ezek. 40-44). 

THE FIFTY-SECOND PSALM 
The next four Psalms, Psalms 52-55, contain a great prophetic 

picture of the coming Antichrist, the man of sin, as he will domi¬ 
neer over Israel during the end of the age. When this false 
Messiah and false king appears in the midst of the partially 
restored Israel in Palestine, he will institute that great tribulation 
of which Daniel speaks (12:1), and which our Lord mentions in 
His prophetic discourse (Matt. 24). These four Psalms are 
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Maskil Psalms, giving deep and spiritual instruction. In the 
inscription Doeg, the Edomite is mentioned. We do not know 
much of the historical background, but it seems evident that Doeg, 
the Edomite, was a vicious and godless character, who fore¬ 
shadows, though feebly, the coming and final false Christ. The 
character of the one, who is described in the New Testament as 
a lying deceiver, and appearing with lying signs and wonders 
(1 John 2:22 and 2 Thess. 2:1-11), is given in this prophetic Psalm, 
and he is revealed here in the same ungodly and God-opposing 
and God-defying character. 

I. The Description of His Person. (Verses 1-7.) 
Why boasteth thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? 
The mercy of God continueth daily. 
Thy tongue deviseth mischievous evils, 
Like a sharp razor working deceits. 
Thou art loving evil more than good, 
Lying rather than righteousness. Selah. 
Thou lovest all devouring words, 
O thou deceitful tongue. 
God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, 
He shall take thee and pluck thee out of thy tent 
And root thee out of the land of the living. Selah. 
The righteous also shall see and fear 
And shall laugh at him. 
Lo, this is the strong man, that made not God his strength. 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches. 
And strengthened himself in his wickedness. 

The language of the Psalm indicates that the godly in Israel 
are speaking. They suffer severely under the regime of this 
boasting, proud man. They must endure to the end of this great 
tribulation, when they will be saved out of these terrible suffer¬ 
ings (Matt. 24:13). Yet in it all they possess this comfort, the 
comfort shared by the saints of every age, "the mercy of God 
continueth daily." He will not leave nor forsake His people. 
Then the lying character of that man is fully revealed. Of this the 
Tenth Psalm also gives us the same information. "His mouth is 
full of cursing and deceit and fraud; under his tongue is mischief 
and vanity" (Psa. 10:7). Behind this lying, deceiving, mis¬ 
chievous man, who is like a sharp razor to cut down, and working 
deceits, stands the liar and murderer from the beginning. In this 
proud and boasting man, the man of sin, the apostasy and God-
opposition culminates. He is Satan's masterpiece. He loves 
evil and practices it. He is the deceitful tongue, the boasting, 
blasphemous tongue, deifying himself and defying the God of 
heaven. This monster in human form, the incarnation of Satan, 
may soon be revealed, for we see his lengthening shadow. The 
present day Atheism, born out of Modernism, is the way preparer. 

Then the godly speak again and express the assurance that 
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judgment is in store for this man of sin. God is going to destroy 
him; he will be plucked up out of his tent and out of the land of 
the living. What is his tent, or dwelling place, out of which he 
will be plucked up when God deals with him in judgment? 

It must be interpreted in the light of the second chapter in the 
second Epistle to the Thessalonians. In this great prophetic 
chapter we read of this lawless one. "Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God." This temple is not the Church, nor is it Rome and the 
Papacy, as some expositors say. It is the temple which apostate 
Judaism will yet build in Jerusalem. This so-called "tribulation-
temple" this false Messiah will take for his seat and be worshiped. 
The greatest of all abominations will then be set up. But his 
wickedness and lawlessness will come to an end. He will be 
plucked out of his tent, this temple, and his end comes when the 
Lord returns. He will consume him with the spirit of His mouth 
and shall destroy him with the brightness of His coming. Then 
the righteous, godly remnant of Israel will behold his destruction. 
They shall laugh at him and point to him with scorn, the man that 
made not God his strength. 

His doom is written in numerous passages in both testaments. 
Wickedness, Atheism and its accompanying lawlessness and 
unrighteousness can never triumph. God permits its rise and 
culmination in the man of sin, and then He will display His power 
and show that He is God. 

II. The Godly: Their Assurance and Comfort. (Verses 8-9). 
But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God, 
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 
I will praise Thee for ever, for Thou hast done it. 
And I will wait on Thy Name, for it is good before the Saints. 

This is now the language of the godly, who suffer first, and are 
gloriously delivered by the coming of the King. Their comfort 
and assurance is that they are like a green olive tree. As is well 
known, the olive tree is a picture of Israel in covenant relation 
with Jehovah. As the olive is ever green, so is the covenant. 
They trust in the mercy of God and will not be ashamed before 
Him. Then comes their praise for what He has done. The 
eleventh chapter of Romans enlarges upon this. For a tune they 
were the broken off branches of the good olive tree, but now 
through the mercy of God they are put back upon their own good 
olive tree, while the grafted in branches (Gentile Christendom 
apostate) will be cut out and cast away. They will then know 
the Name, the Name which is above every other name, and wor¬ 
ship Him as their Lord and King. 
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So this brief Psalm gives us a prophetic picture of the man of 
sin and also a vision of the remnant saved and worshiping when 
the man of sin has been dethroned. 

THE FIFTY-THIRD PSALM 

As previously stated, these Psalms in this section (Psa. 52-55) 
give a prophetic picture of the coming great tribulation, when the 
man of sin, the final, personal Antichrist will rule during the last 
seven years of this present age. The fifty-third Psalm shows the 
moral conditions of these years of trouble. The evil is rapidly 
increasing and the God defiance and God opposition is reaching 
its predicted climax. Viewed in the light of present-day events, 
the increasing infidelity in the very midst of Christendom, merg¬ 
ing into Atheism, this Psalm has a most significant meaning. 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God! 
They are corrupt and have done abominable iniquity; 
There is none that doeth good. 
God looked down from heaven on the children of men; 
To see if any understood or sought after God. 
Everyone of them is gone back; 
They have together become corrupt; 
None doeth good, no, not one. 
Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
Devouring my people, as if they ate bread! 
They have not called upon God. 
There were they in great fear, where no fear was, 
For God has scattered the bones of him that camped against thee. 
Thou hast put them to shame, because God hath despised them. 
Oh, that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
When God bringeth back the captivity of His people, 
Then Jacob shall rejoice. Israel shall be glad. 

The inscription of this Psalm is like the eighty-eighth, Mahalath. 
It means "in sorrow and in sickness," corresponding to the mourn¬ 
ful conditions of the last days of the age. While this Psalm is a 
repetition of the fourteenth Psalm, which also describes prophet¬ 
ically the same conditions, it is interesting to note that in both 
Psalms, the fourteenth and the fifty-third, the name of God 
appears seven times. In the fourteenth Psalm we find Jehovah 
used four times and Elohim three tunes. Here in the fifty-third 
Psalm Elohim is used seven tunes. Elohim is God's name as 
Creator. It is the cry of the fool, the educated, the prosperous, 
the intellectual, in company with the Communist and the Bol¬ 
shevik, "There is no God!" His Creatorship is denied. We can 
easily trace the steps which lead into the night of Atheism. First, 
God's revelation in the Bible is denied; the Book of books is no 
longer the trustworthy, infallible revelation of God. The open¬ 
ing chapters of Genesis are branded as folklore and myths. The 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

direct creation of God is set aside. Evolution is adopted in its 
place. Evolution is followed by the rejection of God's plan of 
redemption, and the Deity of Christ is denied. Then follows the 
denial of a personal God, as a certain educator, president of one 
of the largest universities recently said, "We no longer take any¬ 
thing for granted, not even the existence of God." This is the 
spirit of Antichrist; he denies the Father and the Son (1 John 
2:22). In the last days of the age the atheistic forces will head 
up in a person of whom it is written, "He opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped" (2 Thess. 
2:4). It is the same one of whom Daniel wrote five hundred years 
before Paul received this revelation. "He shall exalt himself, 
and magnify himself above all that is called god, and shall speak 
marvelous things against the God of gods" (Dan. 11:36, 37). 
Corruption and iniquity follow, as they always follow Atheism. 
Behind the Atheism of our times and the modern infidelity in 
Christendom is found the stench of immorality. 

And God looks on and knows. He beholds the universal cor¬ 
ruption. How all this is applied in the Epistle to the Romans 
we have pointed out in the exposition of the fourteenth Psalm. 

His people, here prophetically the pious, godly remnant of Israel, 
suffer under these conditions. The ungodly devour them, as they 
eat bread. But then comes a rift in the cloud. God will act, 
and when He acts in judgment fear will take hold on them. What 
a judgment it will be, when the mass of Atheists, the Soviets, with 
hands besmeared with the blood of millions, and their friends, the 
apostate educators and preachers, will have to face the God of 
righteousness, whom they so brazenly denied! 

This Psalm ends, as does the fourteenth, with the longing prayer 
that the God of Israel might act and bring the promised salvation. 

THE FIFTY-FOURTH PSALM 
This Psalm contains the cry of faith of the suffering Israelites 

during this time of trouble and distress. The historical back¬ 
ground is interesting. 

Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, had escaped to David, who was 
then with six hundred men in the fortress of Keilah. He received 
the divine answer, that the inhabitants would give him up if Saul 
should besiege the town. Thereupon we find David in the wilder¬ 
ness of Ziph. But the Ziphites betrayed him and pledged them¬ 
selves to capture him, on account of which David was in great 
straits, but he was delivered out of it (1 Sam. 23:19, etc.). So the 
Jewish remnant will suffer under the man of sin. We first hear 
their prayer-cry. 

Save me, O God, by Thy Name, 
And judge me by Thy might. 



THE FIFTY-FIFTH PSALM 227 

O God, hear my prayer! 
Give ear to the words of my mouth. 
For strangers are risen against me, 
And the oppressors seek my life; 
They have not set God before them. Selah. 

They are in deep distress. The ungodly among their own 
brethren and the Gentile nations harass them on all sides, and 
their only hope is in the God of Israel for deliverance, and there¬ 
fore they cry for help and deliverance through His righteousness. 

Behold, God is my helper. 
It is the Lord who upholdeth my cause. 
He shall requite evil unto mine enemies— 
Destroy Thou them in Thy faithfulness! 
I will freely sacrifice unto Thee; 
I will praise thy Name, Jehovah; for it is good. 
For He hath delivered me out of all trouble; 
And mine eye hath seen my desire upon mine enemies. 

Here the assurance of faith triumphs over present distress and 
fears. God will surely reveal Himself as their helper. Faith 
knows when that tune comes that judgment will overtake God's 
enemies and theirs. Such a judgment is mentioned many times 
in prophecy; and faith believing what God has spoken can and 
does look forward to the fulfilment, for God will surely keep His 
promises. Then will they offer the sacrifices of praise unto Him 
when the Lord has delivered them out of all their troubles. The 
next Psalm gives us a complete picture of the man of sin. 

THE FIFTY-FIFTH PSALM 

This is the last Maskil Psalm of this series and has again a deep 
prophetic meaning. This Psalm introduces us to the days of the 
great tribulation in their darkest aspect. The man of sin, the 
personal Antichrist is here fully portrayed in verses 12-21. But 
who was in David's history the man who foreshadowed this final 
oppressor of Israel? We believe it must have been Ahithophel, 
the right hand and counsellor of Absalom. He also foreshadows 
Judas Iscariot in his character, whom the Lord called the man of 
sin and the son of perdition. This has led some to teach that 
when the final Antichrist appears he will be the same Judas raised 
from the dead. But this is only speculation and nowhere taught 
in Scripture. The Bible tells us Judas went to his place, and no 
more is said of him. He comes forth out of his place to stand 
before the Great White Throne to receive the sentence of eternal 
punishment with the rest of the wicked dead. 
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I. In Deep Distress. (Verses 1-3.) 

Give ear to my prayer, O God, 
And hide not Thyself from my supplication; 
Attend unto me and hear me, 
I am restless in my distress and moan, 
Because of the voice of the enemy, 
Because of the oppression of the wicked, 
For they cast iniquity upon me 
And in anger persecute me. 

It is the prayer-cry of the godly remnant in the great tribula¬ 
tion. Great sorrow and distress prevails. They know Him as 
the prayer hearing and prayer answering God of Israel, and so 
they plead that He may not hide Himself from their supplication. 
The same thought is expressed in Lamentations 3:56—"Thou hast 
heard my voice; hide not Thine ear at my breathing, at my cry." 
They are restless, wandering hither and thither, and moan and 
groan. All the distress is occasioned by the enemy and the wicked. 
The voice of the enemy mocked and slandered them, even as David 
in his experience endured malignant slanders and vicious mockery. 
Then there were actual persecutions by the wicked who oppress 
the godly. All this will be repeated on a larger scale during that 
coming time of Jacob's trouble. 

H. Oh, That I Had Wings Like a Dove: (Verses 4-8.) 
My heart is writhing within me 
And the terrors of death are fallen upon me; 
Fear and trembling are come upon me. 
And horror has overwhelmed me. 
And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! 
Then would I fly away and be at rest. 
Lo, then I would wandp" far off; 
I would make my lodging in the wilderness. Selah. 
I would hasten my escape 
From the whirlwind—the tempest. 

These words contain their deepest distress amidst the ungodly 
conditions prevailing in those days. There is inward distress and 
outward terror. The godly are in great fear and trembling and 
they long to escape from the city of their fathers, from Jerusalem, 
and so they sigh, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove!" 

This longing to escape is indicated also in the first part of the 
Olivet discourse, that great prophecy of our Lord (Matt. 24). The 
first part of His prophecy is concerning the end of the age, the 
very close of it, the seven years of trouble and tribulation. He 
speaks of the abomination of desolation, of which Daniel spoke, 
that is, when the man of sin, the Antichrist reigns in Jerusalem. 
The godly remnant will then have an opportunity to flee from the 
scenes of abomination in the city, for the Lord said: "Then let 
them which be in Judea flee into the mountains; let him who is 
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on the housetop not come down to take anything out of his house; 
neither let him who is in the field return back to take his clothes 

. . for then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" (Matt. 
24:15-21). 

They realize a whirlwind of wickedness and persecution is aris¬ 
ing under the regime of the masterpiece of Satan, the Antichrist. 
They would hasten to escape and find a lodging in some wilder¬ 
ness. And behind this whirlwind of unrighteousness follows the 
tempest, the wrath which will be poured out upon the city once 
more. 

III. The City of Violence and Strife. (Verses 9-11.) 
Swallow them up, O Lord! Divide their tongue! 
For I have seen violence and strife in the city. 
Day and night they go about it on the walls thereof. 
And iniquity and mischief are in the midst of it; 
Wickedness is in the midst thereof. 
Oppression and deceit depart not from its street. 

This is a description of Jerusalem in the days when the abomina¬ 
tion of desolation is established in her midst. Here is one of the 
imprecatory prayers, which will be prayed at that time—"Swallow 
them up, O Lord! Divide their tongue!" Let there be another 
judgment as it was at Babel, when there was the confusion of 
tongues. Violence and deceit is found on all sides and wicked¬ 
ness reigns in the midst of the city. Such will be the condition 
of Jerusalem and Palestine during the great tribulation. It will 
be the great storm center of the end of our age, but the rest of 
the world will suffer likewise under it. 

IV. The Source of the Trouble. (Verses 12-15.) 
For it was not an enemy that reproached me; 
Then could I have borne it; 
Neither was it one that hateth me, 
That hath magnified himself against me, 
Then might I have hidden myself from him. 
But it was thou, a man mine equal, 
Mine intimate and my familiar friend. 
We took sweet counsel together 
And walked to God's house amid the throng. 
Desolation be upon them! 
Let them go alive down to Sheol! 
For wickedness is in their tents, in their midst. 

Historically this points clearly to Ahithophel. Absalom had 
stolen the hearts of the people and raised that awful revolt against 
the king, his own father. If it had been a sworn enemy, a Shimei, 
he could have borne it, as David indeed bore his curses patiently. 
But it was another one, a man his equal, an intimate, familiar 
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friend. The Chaldee paraphrase inserts here the name of this 
conspirator Ahithophel. What a shock it was to David, when 
they told him Ahithophel sided with Absalom! (2 Sam. 15:31). 
The King as an outcast went to Mount Olivet, and wept as he 
went up with his head covered and barefooted. Yet this Ahitho¬ 
phel was one of the King's intimates; he was a K. C., the King's 
Counsellor (1 Chron. 27:33). They took sweet counsel together 
and walked even to the House of the Lord in company with other 
worshipers. Outwardly Ahithophel was devout, inwardly he was 
corrupt. Such was the character and treason of Ahithophel. He 
is a type of Judas Iscariot, the traitor. He was a disciple and 
outwardly a worshiper too, but an unsaved man who became the 
ready tool of the enemy. But with this the prophetic meaning 
of the passage is not exhausted. Another Ahithophel is yet to 
come, the head of the apostasy, the God defying multitude 
of apostates among Jews and Gentiles, the personal and final 
Antichrist. We shall soon find his picture and his politics in this 
prophetic Psalm. 

In verse 15 is another imprecatory prayer, so well suited to 
these coining days of trouble and apostasy. It reminds us of the 
fate of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. A sudden judgment came 
upon them; they went down alive into the pit (Num. 16). Such 
will be the fate of the apostates, the enemies of the Cross and 
Priesthood of Christ. 

V. The Prayer of Assurance and Hope of the Godly Awaiting 
Salvation. (Verses 16-19.) 

As for me, I will call upon God, 
And Jehovah shall save me. 
Evening, morning and noon will I pray and groan; 
And He will hear my voice. 
He hath redeemed my soul in peace, 
That they could not come nigh unto me; 
For there were multitudes about me. 
God will hear and afflict them, 
He that abideth of old. Selah. 
Men who have no changes and fear not God. 

Such is the prayer, the hope, and the assurance of the godly 
remnant. It was, of course, David's prayer during the trying 
days of revolution. God did not disappoint him. And so the 
godly remnant during the great tribulation will have their prayers 
answered by the coming of the King. While they call upon God, 
it must be noticed that they expect salvation (an earthly salvation 
out of the tribulation) from Jehovah. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the' Jehovah. They will have to endure to the end and then they 
shall be saved (Matt. 24:13). The apostates who have no changes, 
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who were never born again, who fear not God, will then be afflicted 
in the day of wrath and judgment. 

VI. The Prophetic Description of the Man of Sin. (Verses 
20, 21.) 

He hath put forth his hands against those at peace with him; 
He hath profaned his covenant. 
Smooth ttke butter weie the (-woids) o{ his mouth, 
But in his heart was war; 
Softer than oil his words, 
Yet were they drawn swords. 

This must be linked with the great prophecy which Daniel 
received from the Lord, communicated to him through Gabriel 
(Dan. 9). Here is a description of the character of the two lead¬ 
ing actors of the last seven years of the age and their satanic 
politics. The one is the head of the restored Roman Empire, the 
first Beast of Revelation 13 and the second Beast out of the land, 
who is the personal Antichrist. Both work together. The first 
Beast is the "prince that shall come" and he is a Gentile. The 
second Beast, the Antichrist, who is in view here, is a Jew. They 
make a covenant with the Jews who are restored partially to 
the land, but in unbelief. The covenant will permit them to 
resume their temple worship. Both of these Devil possessed 
beings come with smooth words, with flattery. Everything will 
go well for the first half of the seven years, but in the middle, 
after three years and a half are passed, both will unmask them¬ 
selves. Rudely both will profane the covenant and break it, both 
working in harmony under the mastery of Satan. Then follows 
the abomination of desolation of which our Lord speaks in Matt¬ 
hew 24:15. Idolatry will sweep away the worship of the restored 
Jews and the man of sin will take his seat in the temple of God, 
demanding divine worship, and with lying signs and workers 
attempting to prove that he is god. 

VII. The Comfort of the Righteous: the Fate of the Wicked. 
(Verses 22, 23.) 

Cast thy burden upon Jehovah, and He shall sustain thee; 
He will never suffer the righteous to be moved. 
But Thou, O God, shalt bring them down to the pit of destruction; 
Bloody and deceitful men shall not live half their days. 
But as for me, I will trust in thee. 

It will be their comfort, and as it has been the comfort of all 
the Saints of God and is still sweet to faith. Says Bishop Home: 
"He, who once bore the burden of our sins and sorrows, requests 
of us, that we should now and ever permit Him to bear the burden 
of our cares." Note the word burden in the Hebrew means "the 
portion assigned to thee." Blessed thought! Even our burdens 
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and cares are under His gracious supervision. And what a terrible 
judgment is in store for the ungodly, the enemies of the cross and 
therefore the enemies of God, in the day of the King's glorious 
manifestation! 

THE FIFTY-SIXTH PSALM 

From the fifty-sixth Psalm to the sixtieth we have another series. 
They are all Michtam Psalms. Michtam means "engraven," 
signifying permanency and endurance. 

Such are the brief, yet weighty sayings recorded in these 
Psalms, which give us an insight into the soul exercise of the godly 
remnant of Israel during the tribulation. This must be the 
prophetic interpretation. But these Psalms are filled with pre¬ 
cious thoughts which under the guidance of His Spirit can mean 
much for all His children, especially in days of adversity and trial. 
The inscription "Jonath-Elem-Rechokim" in its literal rendering 
means—the dove of silence in far off places. The Septuagint has 
paraphrased it by—upon the people driven afar from the holy 
place. Professor Delitzsch puts over this Psalm the words "Cheer¬ 
ful Courage of a Fugitive." It certainly connects with Psalm 
55:6-7. There the people, the godly during the tribulation, longed 
for flight, that they might have the wings of a dove and lodge in 
some wilderness. Here in this Psalm their desire is realized. 
They are outside. But they are still in great danger, as the 
wicked are on all sides and the trouble is not yet over. They are 
seen as wanderers and waiting in hope for the deliverance. 

Furthermore the inscription informs us that David wrote this 
Michtam when the Philistines had taken him in Gath. There 
must be then a similarity between David's experience and the 
experience of the godly during the tribulation. As David was 
hemmed in by two enemies, his own people and the Philistines, 
Gentiles, so the godly Israelites will face these two enemies, the 
ungodly in Israel and the Gentiles who make their final stand 
under the Beast and the armies of the nations before Jerusalem. 

I. Trust and Comfort. (Verses 1-9.) 

Be gracious unto me, O God, for man would swallow me up; 
Throughout the day fighting he oppresseth me. 
They are watching me and would swallow me up the whole day 
For many are they that fight against me in pride. 
When I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. 
Through God will I praise His Word, 
In God I am trusting, I fear not; 
What can flesh do to me? 
All the day long they wrest my words; 
All their thoughts are against me for evil. 
They gather themselves together, they hide themselves. 
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They mark my steps, because they wait for my soul. 
Shall they escape by such evil doing? 
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God. 
Thou countest my wanderings; 
My tears have been put into Thy bottle; 
Are they not in Thy book? 
Then shall mine enemies fall back in the day I call 
This I know for God is for me. 

The activity of the enemy is very prominently displayed in 
these verses. Many would swallow them up, make a complete 
end of the godly. Throughout the day they were watching, 
fighting and oppressing. In such circumstances the godly of 
every age turn to the Lord and look to Him for deliverance. 
What a wonderful resolve, "when I am afraid I will trust in 
Thee." Faith and trust in the Lord make an end of fear. They 
know God is faithful for He has promised not to leave nor forsake 
His own. Trusting in such a God, who. pledges His Word, faith 
can say triumphantly—let the enemy roar and persecute, drive 
me from place to place—"I fear not; what can flesh do to me?" 

They may continue in their hatred to wrest the words of the 
godly, invent new devices and schemes against them, band them¬ 
selves together and make their plans in secret; they may watch 
their very steps and wait to make an end of them, God knows it 
all and sees it all. Faith knows too that the wicked, the ungodly, 
cannot escape by such doings. Judgment wrath will surely over¬ 
take them all. 

Precious is the comfort contained in verse 8. The Lord keeps 
track of the wandering of His people. He followed David in 
his wanderings, when he had to flee from mountain to mountain. 
He keeps track even of the tears which His people weep; He keeps 
a record of them in His book. The bottle is the Oriental skin-
bottle which is used for keeping water, milk or wine. 

Some years ago, in reading these words, I prayed for a fuller 
understanding of them. It came then in my mind that inasmuch 
as God has promised to wipe away our tears, He preserves them 
so that in that coming day, when all hidden things become mani¬ 
fested, when our secret tears will be acknowledged, He can wipe 
them all away, as a loving mother wipes the tears from the face 
of her child. The thought was most comforting, but not new 
with God's Saints, for one day in reading in the collected writings 
of John Bunyan, the tinker of Bedford, I came across a statement 
in which Bunyan said, while in prison, "God preserves our tears 
in a bottle, so that He can wipe them away." Reader! let us 
weep a little more over ourselves and over others. 

Matthew Henry says on this passage of comfort and cheer: "He 
will remember our tears, and review them, as we do the accounts 
we have booked. Paul was mindful of Timothy's tears (2 Tim. 
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1:4) and God will not forget the sorrows of His people. The 
tears of God's persecuted people are bottled up, and sealed among 
God's treasures." And what a comfort and assurance "This I 
know, for God is for me." 

II. The Praise for Anticipated Deliverance. (Verses 10-13.) 

In God will I praise His Word, 
In Jehovah will I praise His Word. 
In God have I put my trust; I am not afraid 
What man can do unto me. 
Upon me are Thy vows, O God. 
I will render thank-offerings unto Thee. 
For Thou hast delivered my soul from death. 
Wilt Thou not keep my feet from falling, 
That I may walk before God in the light of the living? 

Here is the challenge and the hope of faith. He trusts in His 
Word. The very vows of God are upon him, which means that 
God Himself has vowed to keep the feet of His Saints. He knows 
his soul and life, now in jeopardy, will be delivered and he will 
walk before God, as Enoch walked with God. In anticipation of 
the glorious outcome the godly remnant speaks of rendering 
thank-offerings unto Him. The eleventh verse is quoted in 
Heb. 13:6. 

THE FIFTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This Psalm and the two which follow have for an inscription 
the word "Altaschith" which means "Destroy not." This name 
is suited to the character of these Psalms which prophetically 
picture the remnant of Israel in the great tribulation, and record 
their prayers in the midst of the dangers and trials of that time. 
The inscription also states that this Michtam of David was 
uttered by him when he entered into the cave as he fled from Saul. 
Twice David found refuge in a cave. The one cave was that of 
Adullam (1 Sam. 22); the other was that of En-gedi, one of the 
numerous caves in the limestone rocks on the western bank of 
the Dead Sea. This probably has reference to the cave of 
Adullam. As stated before in our meditations on the Psalms, the 
sufferings of David foreshadowed the sufferings of Christ, and 
also the sufferings of the godly Israelites during the time of 
"Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1-3; Matt. 24:21). 

I. The Cry to God in the Midst of Enemies and Dangers. 
(Verses 1-5.) 

Be merciful unto me, O God! be gracious to me; 
For in Thee hath my soul taken refuge; 
And in the shadow of Thy Wings will I find shelter; 
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Until the destruction be overpast. 
I cry unto God Most High; 
Unto God that performeth all for me. 
He shall send from the heavens and save me, 
He hath covered with shame him that would swallow me up. Selah. 
God shall send forth His loving-kindness and His Truth. 
My soul is among lions; 
I lie among them that are on fire— 
Children of men whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
And their tongue a sharp sword. 
Be exalted above the heavens, O God, 
And Thy Glory over all the earth. 

The Psalm begins, like the preceding one, with a cry to God 
to be merciful and gracious. And here is the blessed assurance that 
in the midst of evil, sorrow, danger and death, the Lord Himself 
is the sure refuge of the soul. Such is ths comfort of all believers, 
Jewish and Gentile. In the shadow of His wings they find a 
sheltering refuge. The shadow of His wings, not the wings 
themselves, but the shadow of them, denotes His gentle tender 
love. 

It reminds us too of Matthew 23:37—"how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not." But here are a 
willing part of His people who seek the shadow of His wings 
where they find protection "until the destruction be overpast." 
Destruction then goes on in the world, the preparation for it we 
can witness in our own days, and after that comes the indignation 
from above and His judgments. But His trusting ones will be 
safe even hi those days of calamity (Isa. 26:20). They look to 
Him, as all Saints should, as David did, and. others, with the 
assurance that "He performeth all for us." 

Still greater is that prophetic expression "He shall send from 
the heavens to save me." They look then for that intervention 
from above which is written so large in the prophetic books of 
the Old Testament. The One who comes for deliverance is their 
King, our Lord. He returns in power and great glory, and will 
save the waiting remnant of Israel, who will welcome Him and 
say in that day, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, 
and He will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. 25:9). "Blessed 
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord" (Matt. 23:39). Then 
their enemies, who wanted to swallow up His people will be 
covered with shame. His loving-kindness and His Truth will 
then be graciously displayed towards those who are His own. 
In tribulation, during the age ending in darkness they are among 
lions, they are hated and suffer. But ultimately their cry to 
the Most High will be answered. He comes and manifests His 
glory over all the earth. 
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II. The Triumph which Follows. (Verses 6-11.) 

They prepared a net for my steps— 
My soul was bowed down—¬ 
They digged a pit before me; 
They are fallen into the midst thereof. Selah. 
My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing Psalms, 
Awake my glory! 
Awake psaltery and harp! 
I will wake the morning-dawn, 
I will praise thee, O Lord, among the peoples; 
I will sing Psalms to Thee among the cations. 
For Thy mercy is great unto the heavens. 
And Thy truth unto the clouds. 
Be exalted above the heavens, O God, 
Let Thy glory be above all the earth. 

This is most beautiful and precious! The plotting enemy is 
no more. The Lord appeared from heaven, dealt with them and 
they plunged into the pit, which they had digged for the godly. 
As Ham an and his sons were hanged on the gallows that enemy 
had erected for Mordecai and the godly, so their enemies are now 
vanished. Then the singing begins. They praise and shout for 
joy. The groans are hushed and millennial songs begin. 

Especially beautiful is the expression "I will wake the Morning-
dawn." The night is over and the night of sin, of suffering, of 
Satanic powers and opposition is followed by the day dawn, when 
the shadows flee away. The morning-dawn, will be awakened 
by their songs of praise and shouts of victory. And their songs 
praising the Lord will be heard among the nations of the earth. 
From one end of the earth to the other the glorious deliverance 
and the Kingdom will be heralded. His glory is then not alone 
over all the earth, covering the earth as the waters cover the 
deep; but His glory will be above the earth. 

This is one of the Old Testament hints of the heavenly glory of 
the heavenly people. The Church glorified will not be on the 
earth during the kingdom age, but the Church will be above the 
earth and will be seen as the glorious Bride in the New Jerusalem. 

THE FIFTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This second "Altaschith" Psalm has puzzled many commenta¬ 
tors. It is closely linked to the preceding one and to the third 
Altaschith Psalm, the fifty-ninth. Inasmuch as there is no other 
inscription to this Psalm it cannot be historically located, though 
it is a Davidic Psalm. Prophetically it is another tribulation 
Psalm,' by which we mean that it pictures the conditions prevailing 
then and the soul exercise of the godly remnant. 
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Who is speaking in the five opening verses of this Psalm? 
(verses 1-5). We quote them first. 

Is righteousness indeed silent? Do ye judges speak it? 
Do ye with uprightness judge the children of men? 
Yea, in heart ye work iniquities; 
Ye weigh out the violence of your hands in the earth. 
The ungodly are estranged from the womb, 
They go astray as soon as born, they speak lies. 
Poison have they like the poison of the serpent. 
They are like the deaf adder which stoppeth her ear; 
Which hearkeneth not to the voice of the enchanters, 
To a charmer, charming very cunningly. 

Bishop Home says on these opening verses: "The proceedings 
of Doeg, and other associates of Saul, against David; those of 
Judas and the Sanhedrim, against our Lord; and those of wicked 
princes, and court sycophants, in different ages, against the faith 
and the Church: as they spring from the same principles, so they 
flow pretty much in the same channel. Such men may here see 
their characters drawn, and their end foretold." He is correct 
in his view. Now it is God Himself who speaks, using the pen 
of David to administer this rebuke. The rebuke concerns the 
ungodly nation, with their wicked judges, and the corresponding 
unrighteous conditions which hold sway during the end of the 
age. Our Lord in speaking of those days before His second coming 
said that iniquity (Literal: Lawlessness) should abound. God in 
these words uncovers these conditions and speaks as the Judge, 
who will deal with them in judgment. He reveals the inveterate 
hostility of the wicked to those who stand for righteousness. 
They are linked to him, who is the serpent, the liar from the 
beginning, as indeed those coming days will manifest the poison 
of the old serpent in all its terrible results. And so the wicked, 
lawless nation, under the regime of Satan and Antichrist, is 
compared to serpents. The adder is mentioned, because it is 
peculiarly dangerous. There were those in the Orient who 
charmed the poisonous adders (Eccles. 10:11; Jer. 8:17). It is 
still done. But it is said there are adders which will not respond 
to the enchantments of the snake-charmer. They refuse to listen 
to the music, which the enchanter uses to get the adder under 
control. And so the wicked at the close of the age are hardening 
themselves; they refuse to listen to divine admonition, they refuse 
to be controlled by the Spirit of God and there is therefore nothing 
left but judgment (verses 6-9). 

O God, break their teeth in their mouths; ' 
Break out the jaw-teeth of the young lions, O Jehovah! 
They shall melt as waters that run off; 
When he aimeth his arrows let them be as though cut off. 
Let them be as a snail, which dissolves in its passing 
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Like the untimely birth of a woman, let them not see the sun. 
Before your pots can feel the thorns— 
Both green and burning, they shall be whirled away. 

This is a prayer, which appeals to God for the destruction of 
the wicked. It is one of the imprecatory prayers. The enemies 
of the Bible, atheists, destructive critics, modernists and other 
infidels have pointed to this prayer with scorn and ridicule, 
saying "what kind of a God is He who gives such prayers?" The 
solution of the difficulty, which even well meaning expositors have 
missed, is in the conditions of the final days of the age. The 
ungodly who have yielded themselves completely to Satan and 
are under his domination, have become incorrigible. They have 
thoroughly hardened themselves; they are deaf to all and set 
to continue in evil. God must rise up in His righteousness and 
deal with them. And therefore such prayers as the above are 
then perfectly in order. They would be out of order if the 
Church should use them now. 

Their destruction is represented under six similitudes. The 
teeth of the lions are terrible instruments to crush and to tear. 
So the wicked have torn the righteous. God in judgment will 
break their teeth. Then the similitude of a flood of waters. 
They come in a mighty rush, threatening to sweep everything 
away; but the torrents are scattered, they melt away and dis¬ 
appear. So the enemy came upon the godly like a flood, but 
God deals with them and they are no more. Then the snail 
which dissolves in passing. It carries its shell house with it and 
as it passes along it marks its path with slime. There are certain 
snails (the Targum, the Chaldean paraphrase, calls it "slime-
wonn") which actually dissolve in the heat of the sun. And so 
the judgment of God will deal with the enemies. Here also is 
mentioned the similitude of an arrow aimed, but it is cut off, it 
reaches not its destination, it falls aimlessly to the ground. So 
the efforts of God's enemies will come to naught through God's 
intervention. Then the untimely birth of a woman, an abortion. 
It passes away and can never see the light of the sun. Here we 
are reminded of Paul's word concerning himself. In the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians he speaks of himself as one born out 
of due season, a premature birth. It means that as representing 
the nation to which he belonged, Israel, who some day is to be 
born again as a nation (in the godly remnant), he experienced what 
the nation shall experience in the day of the Lord. He saw Him 
in the glory light who is the Sun of Righteousness. So the godly 
portion of Israel will behold Hun in that day. But the ungodly 
part of Israel, the Jewish apostates, those who side with Anti¬ 
christ and receive the mark of the beast, will perish, and like an 
untimely birth they will never see the light and glory of that day. 



THE FIFTY-NINTH PSALM 239 

And the final similitude is the pots and the thorns. The twigs 
of the bramble bush are used to heat the pots, but before they 
can burn and produce the needed heat, a whirlwind comes and 
they are scattered. So it shall be with the wicked, the lawless, 
the enemies of God and of His people (verses 10-11). 

The righteous shall be glad when he seeth the vengeance, 
He shall wash his footsteps in the blood of the wicked. 
And men shall say—There is fruit for the righteous. 
Verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

Here again infidels have sneered when they read these sublime 
words. Bishop Home writes well when he says: "The victories 
of that Just One, gained in His own person, and in those of His 
faithful servants, over the enemies of man's salvation, are pro¬ 
ductive of joy, which springeth not from love of revenge, but is 
inspired by a view of the divine mercy, justice and truth, dis¬ 
played in the redemption of the elect, the punishment of the 
ungodly, and the accomplishment of the promises." Yes, of a 
truth the world will find out, and probably very soon, that there 
is a God who judgeth the earth. And He will judge the earth 
in righteousness by "that man" whom He has raised from among 
the dead (Acts 17:31). 

THE FIFTY-NINTH PSALM 

This last "Altaschith" (Destroy not) Psalm, as stated before, 
is closely linked with the two preceding ones which have the same 
inscription. It is another "Michtam" (Engraven) of David, and 
the inscription tells us that he wrote it when Saul sent, and they 
watched the house to put him to death. The history of it is 
found in 1 Samuel 19:11-18. Saul commanded the men, whom 
he sent to surround the house, and to kill David if he attempted 
to leave it. They were baffled by Michael's artifice. Not every¬ 
thing in this Psalm could be applied to this episode of the Lord's 
persecuted Anointed. 

Prophetically this Psalm describes the suffering remnant during 
the tribulation surrounded by enemies. Here we hear again their 
future prayers to the God of Israel to deliver them from these 
enemies. They call for judgment and they know it will surely 
come. In anticipation of it they are confident and rejoice, and 
they look forward to the morning of His mercy, when the morning 
of their deliverance comes, after the night of darkness and suffer¬ 
ing. Now their enemies in this Psalm are not their own ungodly 
brethren, the apostate part of Israel, but the Gentiles. This we 
learn by their prayer "to awake and to visit all nations" and also 
by the word "dog" the symbolical name of the Gentiles. We are 
evidently projected into the same time which is described in the 
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opening verses of the Second Psalm. The nations have gathered 
against Jerusalem; the siege described in the last chapter of 
Zechariah is on. 

I. The Cry to God for Help Against These Enemies. (Verses 
1-5.) 

Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God! 
Set me on high from them that rise up against me. 
Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
And save me from men of blood. 
For behold they lie in wait for my soul, 
The violent are gathering against me 
Not for my transgression, nor for my sin, Jehovah. 
They run and prepare themselves—not on account of my guilt. 
Awake to meet me and then see! 
Yea, do Thou, Jehovah God of Hosts, God of Israel— 
Awake and visit all the nations; 
Be not gracious to any plotters of iniquity. Selah. 

In this prayer cry they state their desperate position. Such 
was David's case when Saul surrounded the house to kill him. 
But it fits well into the drama of the suffering remnant as the time 
of their great trouble nears its close (Dan. 12:1). The enemies, 
Gentile nations, press upon them from all sides; all nations are 
marching against the land. They are workers of iniquity and 
men of blood, ready to shed the blood of the innocent. Then the 
remnant lay their own case before Jehovah. They know all that 
is happening is not a chastisement from God's side. They are 
not conscious of having sinned and revolted against Him. The 
onrushing enemies preparing for the conflict are not sent against 
the godly because they deserve it. Behind the array of troops 
who invade Israel's land stands the enemy. The Beast, Satan's 
man, is gathering them and makes the onslaught to prevent, if 
it were possible, the purposes of God. These hostile forces are 
there, ready to make war with the soon coming mighty conqueror 
upon the white horse (Rev. 19:11, 14). They pray for inter¬ 
ference. Awake to meet me! Come to our help and then see! 

Then comes the prayer to the God of Israel to visit now these 
nations, that is, to visit them with judgment and to show no 
mercy to these plotters of iniquity. The time has come when He 
who sitteth in the heavens will laugh at these confederated nations, 
when He holds them in derision and then speaks in His wrath 
(Psa. 2:4-6). This is now stated in the three verses which follow: 

II. The Prowling Enemy and the Confidence of the Godly. 
(Verses 6-8.) 

They return at evening, they howl like a dog; 
And go round ahfout the city. 
Behold they belch with theiE mouth; 
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Swords are in their lips—-
For who heareth? (they say) 
But Thou, O Jehovah, laughest at them— 
Thou hast all the nations in derision. 

The enemies are compared to dogs prowling around hungry, 
half starved and half wild, as frequently seen in Eastern cities. 
It is in the evening tune they begin their howling. And so the 
Gentile enemies like wild dogs, when the night time of this age 
is here, will compass the land of Israel about, ready for their prey. 
They defy God and blaspheme Him, and in their atheistic security 
they say "Who heareth?" 

Then the godly are reminded of the second Psalm. There the 
nations are in confederacy and the peoples imagine a vain thing. 
They are Anti-God and Anti-Christ—against God and against 
His Anointed. How this describes the Atheistic Soviet Republic 
of today and their world wide attempt to produce the same con¬ 
ditions everywhere. But God hears and takes notice of all. He 
holds them in derision. 

III. Faith Triumphant and Judgment Demanded. (Verses 
9-13.) 

O my strength! For Thee I wait, 
For God is my high tower. 
God's loving-kindness will come to meet me, 
God will let me see (my desire upon mine enemies). 
Slay them not, lest my people forget: 
Make them reel around by Thy power; 
Bring them down, O Lord, our Shield. 
Because of the sin of their mouth, the word of their lips—• 
Let them be taken in their pride; 
And for the cursing and lying which they speak. 
Consume them in wrath, make an end, that they be no more; 
That they may know that God ruleth in Jacob 
Even unto the ends of the earth. Selah. 

But faith is triumphant. They look to Him for strength. He 
is a high tower and the persecuted Saint, be he Jewish or Christian, 
who flees to this refuge is safe. His loving-kindness and His 
mercy will answer and be ready for deliverance; they are in the 
secret of the Almighty and they know when their deliverance 
comes, when salvation comes to Israel, it will mean judgment for 
their enemies. They are perfectly right in trusting Jehovah for 
help and calling upon His Name also to fulfill His judgments. 

The prayer is not for a sudden destruction, which wipes them 
out in a moment—a judgment which might soon be forgotten. 
He would see them reel and stagger like intoxicated in their own 
pride and then under the strong judgment power of God, a 
spectacle and warning to all, before they are finally cast down into 
the doom which belongs to them. 
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When that judgment comes, the end of ungodly, atheistic 
nations, which will all pass away in that day, then they shall 
know that God rules and that He rules unto the ends of the earth. 

IV. The Night Time and What Follows. (Verses 14-17.) 

And so in the Evening they return; 
They howl around like a dog; 
And make their rounds about the city. 
As for them they shall wander about for food. 
Without being satisfied they will have to pass the night. 
But I will sing of Thy power. 
Yea, I will shout aloud in the morning of Thy mercy: 
For Thou hast been a high tower for me, 
And a refuge in the day of my distress. 
Unto Thee, my Strength, will I sing; 
For God has been my high tower, my God of mercy. 

The repetition which we have here illustrates their miserable 
failure. All their howling and prowling avails them nothing. 
The night is coming on, the night of their doom and all their 
efforts have miscarried, like dogs who found no food and must 
pass the night in hunger and in misery. 

Then His delivered people begin their singing, as we see so 
often in the Psalms. They sing of His power. The morning 
has come and then they sing the song of mercy—"His mercy 
endureth forever." 

THE SIXTIETH PSALM 
This is the final Michtam Psalm of the cluster of Psalms, 

beginning with the fifty-sixth. The inscription mentions first 
Shushan-eduth, which means "the lily of testimony." Then 
according to the inscription this Psalm is to teach something. 
"When he (David) strove with the Syrians of Mesopotamia, and 
with the Syrians of Zobah; when Joab returned, and smote of 
Edom in the valley of salt, twelve thousand." It refers us to 
2 Samuel 8:1-14 and 1 Chronicles 18:1-13. Historically then this 
inscription is connected with the greatest, the longest and the 
most glorious of the wars of David, the warrior king. There was 
a disastrous battle fought in the valley of salt, near the southern 
extremity of the Dead Sea. The Edomites were defeated with 
a great slaughter. This battle decided the fate of the Edomites. 
They never rallied after it. 

It fits in beautifully with the preceding Psalms in which we have 
seen the prophetic pictures of the Israelitish remnant suffering 
during the time of great tribulation (Dan. 12:1), the time of 
Jacob's trouble. David's complete victory over the Edomites is 
a prophetic type of the great victory of our Lord in His second 
coming, and the deliverance of the waiting remnant of Israel. 
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I. The National Lamentation. (Verses 1-3.) 

O God, Thou hast cast us off—Thou hast scattered us: 
Thou hast been angry, restore us again! 
Thou hast made the land to shake, Thou hast torn it asunder— 
Heal its breaches, for it trembles violently. 
Thou hast shown to Thy people a hard thing, 
Thou hast made us to drink the wine of bewilderment. 

It is evident that the godly, believing remnant speaks here in 
confession for the whole nation and rehearses in a few words its 
history of calamities and disaster. Like Daniel, who prayed such 
a great prayer of confession, in which he identified himself with 
the nation (Dan. 9), so this latter-day remnant reminds God of 
the judgment which rested upon the nation during the times of 
the Gentiles, which will now soon be ended with the coming of 
the Messiah-King. 

How tersely, yet comprehensively, in a single verse the whole 
history of Israel is stated! They were cast off, the long pre¬ 
dicted dispersion among all the nations, already foreseen in the 
Pentateuch, had taken place. His displeasure had been their 
continued portion for many weary centuries. But now they 
plead for the promised restoration, for the fulfillment of the 
promises of mercy, written in the prophetic Word even larger than 
the predictions of judgment. The time is at hand when Jeremiah's 
great promise, given to him by the Lord, is to pass into history, 
"He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a 
shepherd does his flock" (Jer. 31:10). 

The final birth pangs of the deliverance are now present, for 
in the second verse we have unquestionably a description of the 
shaking times, when a great earthquake makes the land tremble 
and when it is rent asunder (Zech. 14:1-5). While outwardly 
nature witnesses to what is now at hand, inwardly they also 
tremble and fear and are rent asunder. The nation is drinking 
to the very last drop the wine of bewilderment. 

II. The Pleadings and Assurances of Faith. (Verses 4-5.) 
Thou hast given to them that fear Thee a banner, 
That they may lift themselves up because of truth. Selah. 
That Thy beloved ones may be delivered— 
Save now with Thy right hand and answer me! 

The fulfilment of Deuteronomy 30 :l-3 is now imminent. They 
turn to the Lord with all their heart. This promise and similar 
promises of deliverance are their banner, the word in which they 
trust, the standard around which they gather. They lift them¬ 
selves up; faith is the lifting power, the power which comes through 
trusting in His infallible Word. 

They see themselves as the "beloved ones." Perhaps they are 
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reminded of Deuteronomy 33:12 "the beloved of the Lord shall 
dwell in safety." They must realize that Jehovah is still the 
same, who said through Jeremiah: "I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love" (Chap. 31:3). This love, and the promises of 
His love, are their hope of deliverance. If our hope, the hope 
the "Beloved of God called Saints" possess as the members of 
His body, will not leave us ashamed, then Israel's hope will not 
leave them ashamed. 

They look up and plead, "Save with Thy right hand and 
answer me." And who is the right hand of God in salvation, 
and who is at the right hand of God, mighty to save? The Lord 
Jesus Christ is both, the right hand of God, the hand through 
which He displays His power and glory, and He is the Man at the 
right hand. Later in the Psalms we shall find that this remnant 
of faith and hope mentions the coming deliverer as "the man at 
Thy right hand" (Psa. 80:17). 

III. The Coming Answer and the Anticipation of Victorious 
Possession. (Verses 6-8.) 

God hath spoken in His Holiness: 
I will exult, I will portion out Shechem, 
And measure out the valley of Succoth. 
Gilead is Mine and Manasseh is Mine; 
Ephraim is the strength of My head; 
Judah is My scepter. 
Moab is My washpot; 
Upon Edom I cast My shoe 
Because of Me, Philistia, cry out! 

God hath spoken in His holiness; and so-has He sworn in His 
holiness (Amos 4:2). What He hath spoken as the holy, the 
covenant keeping God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is now antici¬ 
pated. Who is the speaker, who says, "I will exult, I will portion 
out Shechem," etc. Some say it is God Himself; others think it 
is King David. David wrote these words first, and it would 
seem that in his great victory he rejoiced over his possessions. 
But prophetically these utterances belong to the delivered remnant. 
It is their anticipation of possessing their God-given possessions. 
They enter upon their inheritance. The land will be divided 
among the tribes; it will be measured out as it was portioned out 
in Joshua's time. And so they rejoiced. In a poetic way Moab 
is mentioned as a washpot, a figure of their utter humiliation. 
Over Edom Israel will cast the shoe. This is a striking oriental 
phrase. A great Oriental scholar (Rosenmueller) shows that the 
Abyssinian kings and others, cast a shoe upon anything as a sign 
of taking forcible possession. So crafty and malicious Edom, 
God defying Edom, will be forcibly subjugated by Israel. Philistia, 
another one of Israel's leading enemies, will cry out. It is the cry 
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of fear, of defeat and of sorrow. Kimchi, a leading Jewish 
expositor, applies it ironically, "Triumph if thou canst; it is for 
me (Israel) now to triumph over you." 

IV. The Only Way That It Will Be Accomplished. (Verses 
9-12.) 

Who will bring me into the fortified city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? 
Wilt not Thou, O God, who didst cast us off? 
And goest not forth, O God, without armies? 
O give us help from the adversary, 
For vain is the help of man. 
Through God we shall do valiantly; 
And He shall tread down our adversaries. 

How beautiful are these expressions! Their self-confidence is 
gone. They cast themselves completely upon Him, to whom 
alone belongs the power. Once more they acknowledge that He 
had cast them off and that their long night of suffering and 
sorrow, as well as oppression and defeat, was the result of God 
not being on their side. But now they look to Hun only. He 
alone can help! Vain is the help of man! But He will give the 
victory. 

Thus it will be at last when the remnant of Israel expresses in 
such a way their dependence and trust in Him, and then comes 
the glorious deliverance. 

THE SIXTY-FIRST PSALM 

With this Psalm a new series begins which ends with the sixty-
eighth. In these Psalms we hear the pleadings of the godly and 
find beautifully described their steadfast confidence in the Lord. 
And Christ is also seen in these Psalms as identified with His 
people, as their representative head. 

The first of the series is a Davidic Psalm like the rest, with the 
exception of two (the sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh) in which 
David's name is not mentioned. It is claimed that this Psalm 
also belongs to the time of the rebellion of Absalom, when the 
king had to leave Jerusalem and the place of worship. It is a 
very simple Psalm which does not need much comment; it falls 
into two sections. 

I. The City of the Outcast. (Verses 1-4.) 
Hear my cry, O God; 
Attend unto my prayer! 
From the end of the earth do I call unto Thee, 

when my heart is overwhelmed! 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I! 
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For Thou hast been a refuge for me, 
A strong tower from the face of the enemy. 
I will abide in Thy tabernacle for ever, 
I will take refuge in the hiding place of Thy wings. Selah. 

How suited this prayer cry was to David's condition, and more 
so to the godly in Israel, especially during the tune of their coming, 
great trouble! The expression "from the end of the earth" is 
hyperbolical, showing the feeling of distance. It expresses the 
feeling of homelessness and of separation from what is dear to an 
Israelite. The heart is oppressed, depressed and overwhelmed. 
If this is true of the godly, who long for deliverance, how He must 
have been overwhelmed, who was the man of sorrows and ac¬ 
quainted with grief! And God in the days of His humiliation and 
suffering was His refuge. 

And so the godly of the past, the present, and the future yet to 
come, know Him as the rock, the refuge and the strong tower. 
"Lead me to the rock which is higher than I." And how God's 
people have been led to that rock and found in and upon that rock 
shelter and security! The soul that is led through grace to the 
rock of ages and trusts in Him knows Him as the refuge, the shelter 
in the time of storm. And their faith turns, even in the face of the 
enemy, to Him as a strong tower, which can never fall. Then 
there is the sweet assurance of abiding in His tabernacle and in 
the hiding place of His wings. This takes us beyond the Israelitish 
hope of enjoying the place—His tabernacle—where His glory was 
seen. "I will abide in Thy tabernacle forever" reminds us of 
Revelation 21:3. Here John beheld a new heaven and a new 
earth. And when he saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, he heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying: "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God 
Himself shall be with them and be their God." This is the 
glorious and eternal goal of all the redeemed. 

We see then in this brief Psalm the prayer-cry of the outcast, 
the oppressed and overwhelmed, and their faith and assurance 
as to the rock, their refuge, their strong tower, and their eternal 
dwelling with Him and in His presence. 

II. The Blessing and the Glory of the King. (Verses 5-8.) 

For Thou, O God, hast heard my vows; 
Thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear Thy name. 
Thou wilt prolong the king's days, 
His years shall be generation upon generation. 
He shall dwell in God's presence for ever. 
Loving-kindness and truth do Thou appoint to preserve him. 
So let me sing unto Thy name for ever, 
That I may perform my vows every day. 
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Who is the king, whose vows are heard, who has received an 
inheritance, whose days are prolonged and who dwells in God's 
presence for ever? Most Christian expositors say the king is 
David. Though David speaks, yet prophetically another king 
is meant. According to the Targum, the ancient Jewish comment, 
the king is "King Messiah," and this is the correct interpretation. 
Here we read that God heard His vows. He came to redeem. 
He came for that one great purpose, to devote Himself to the work 
of redemption. This was His vow, "to do His will," the eternal 
salvation will of God, to make purification of sins by the sacrifice 
of Himself. And so "in the days of His flesh when He had offered 
up prayers atjd supplications with strong crying and tears unto 
Him that was able to save Him out of death, and was heard in 
that He feared" (Heb. 5:7). He was heard when God raised 
Him from among the dead and gave Hun the heritage, making 
Him heir of all things, which also belongs to those that fear His 
Name. And therefore His days are prolonged, His years, as the 
glorified Man, from generation unto generation. It corresponds 
to Isaiah 53:10: "When Thou shalt make His soul an offering 
for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the 
pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in His hand." 

He dwells, and the redeemed ones with Him, in God's presence 
forever. It reminds us of the last verse of the sixteenth Psalm: 
"Thou wilt show Me (Christ) the path of life; in Thy presence is 
fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures fore verm ore." 

And the King will reign in glory over the earth. The sentence 
"Loving-kindness and truth do Thou appoint to preserve Him" 
has been rendered differently. It may be interpreted as the 
prayer of the redeemed Israel for their King. The last verse 
seems to give the same statement as Psalm 22:25: "My praise 
shall be of Thee in the great congregation; I will pay my vows 
before them that fear Him." 

THE SIXTY-SECOND PSALM 

The inscription of this Psalm is the word "Jeduthun." As a 
Psalm of David it reveals unto us the faith and confidence the 
king had in God. This faith life and dependence upon God, that 
he constantly sought His face and trusted in. Him, made him 
the man after God's own heart. And so can we be men and 
women after God's own heart by living the life of faith and of 
dependence. "Scarcely anywhere do we find faith in God more 
nobly asserted, more victoriously triumphant; the vanity of 
man, of human strength and riches, more clearly confessed; 
courage in the midst of peril more calm and more unshaken, 
than in this Psalm, which is as forcible in its conception, and its 
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language, as it is remarkable for the vigorous and cheerful piety 
it breathes" (Perowne). For this reason it is one of the most 
beloved of the Psalms by Christian believers. And how many 
have learned to say with David, looking away from man, "My 
expectation is from Him" and again "He only is my rock." 

Prophetically this Psalm also reveals again the faith and trust 
of the godly remnant during the end days of the age, when they 
wait amidst the scenes of the great tribulation for the deliverance 
and the glory promised, and which will come with the manifestation 
of the King. 

I. Waiting on God in the Midst of Strife. (Verses 1-4.) 

Only upon God my soul waiteth, 
From Him cOmeth my salvation. 
He only is my rock and my salvation: 
He is my high tower; I shall not be moved. 
How long will ye attack a man? 
All of you to break him down— 
As (if he were) a bowing wall, a tottering fence? 
Only from his exalted place they wish to thrust him down, 
They who delight in lies, 
For with their mouth they bless, but inwardly they curse. 

The emphasis must be put upon the word "Only." It is used 
thrice in this Psalm. The soul is to wait only upon God; He 
only is the rock, and then once more in the fifth verse, "Only 
upon God wait thou my soul." Many trust in the Lord, or 
profess to trust Hun; many wait on God and confess that He is 
the rock, but not all can say—I wait only upon God and He only 
is my rock. Besides trusting the Lord they trust in something 
else. It sometimes takes a long time for a believer to learn the 
meaning of this little word only. Some have to learn it through 
deep and bitter experiences. But it is a sweet little word for all 
who have learned it and can truly say "Only upon God my soul 
waiteth." It gives assurance and it brings deep and lasting 
peace, the peace of God, the peace of Christ, 'which passes all 
understanding. 

Here is revealed the antagonism of the man of the world, the 
world which lieth in the wicked one. The world cannot under¬ 
stand the simple faith and trust in God; they know nothing of it 
and they hate those who walk not with them but who walk in 
faith. The hatred of the world aims at the man of faith and trust. 
The world did not know Hun, who lived on earth such an "only" 
life—only trusting God. Therefore the world does not know us, 
who belong to Hun (1 John 3:1). The world hated Him and it 
hateth us (John 17:14). If Christians today know nothing of all 
this, it is because their lives are lived according to the standard 
of the world and not in separation from the world. When our 
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Lord was here they attacked Him, they tried to thrust Him down. 
But He lived in constant fellowship with God and looked to Him 
only. He is our pattern. 

Here too, is the picture of the Jewish remnant in their ex¬ 
perience, when men universally are against them and hate them 
for His Name's sake (Matt. 24:9). 

II. He Only. (Verses 5-8.) 
Only upon God wait thou, my soul; 
For my expectation is from Him. 
He only is my rock and my salvation; 
He is my fortress, I shall not be moved. 
With God is my salvation, and my glory— 
The Rock of my strength— 
My refuge is in God. 
Trust in Him at all times, ye people; 
Pour out your heart before Him; 
God is a refuge for us. Selah. 

Here we find the fullest realization of the faith of the trusting, 
believing soul. Only God, God only, is the heart cry of David, 
the author of this Psalm. And so after him thousands of Jewish 
and Christian Saints have expressed themselves and found their 
joy and comfort in the fact of "God only." It is a great thing 
to be able to say "My expectation is from Him." It means not to 
expect anything of man nor of one's self. It means looking to the 
Lord in all things and under all circumstances. Though the way 
and the future looks dark, yet faith can maintain such an attitude, 
pleasing to God, looking to Him only and expecting from Hun 
only. And He never disappoints the patient waiting of His 
children. 

Then these blessed expressions, He only is my rock, my salvation, 
my fortress, my glory, my strength and my refuge. Because it is 
so and in God only these things are true and assured, faith can 
add with supreme confidence, "I shall not be moved." Whatever 
man may try to do against the godly, trusting soul, or Satan's 
power, the believer knows how safe and secure the rock foundation 
is upon which he stands; there is no reason to fear or to be troubled 
about anything. I shall not be moved is faith's victorious song. 
Even though in coming days the godly in Israel will be surrounded 
by the terrible waves of the final storm, before the day dawns 
and the shadows flee away, they can say in full assurance "I 
shall not be moved." Their faith will be honored by their deliver¬ 
ance. 

Then having encouraged himself he turns to encourage others 
by exhorting to trust in Him at all times. 

The great English preacher, Donne, living several centuries 
ago, commented most beautifully on this Psalm. We quote 
His words: 
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"Twice in the Psalm lie has repeated this, in the second and 
sixth verse. He is my rock, and my salvation, and my defence, and 
my refuge and my glory. If my refuge, what enemy can pursue 
me? If my defense, what temptation shall wound me? If my 
rock, what storm shall shake me? If my salvation, what melan¬ 
choly shall deject me? If my glory, what calumny shall defame 
me? Let him that is pursued with any particular temptation, 
invoke God, as God is his refuge and his sanctuary. Let him that 
is buffeted by the messengers of Satan, battered with his own 
concupiscence, receive God, as God is his defence. Let him that 
is shaken with perplexities, lay hold upon God, as God is his rock 
and his anchor. Let him that has any diffident suspicion of the 
free and full mercy of God, apprehend God, as God is his salvation, 
and him that walks in the ingloriousness and contempt of the 
world, contemplate God as his glory." 

III. The Vanity of Man. (Verses 9-12.) 

Surely men of low degree are but breath. 
And men of high degree are a lie; 
Going up in tlie balances 
They are altogether even lighter than breath. 
Trust not in oppression; 
Do not become vain in robbery; 
When wealth increases, set not your heart upon it. 
God hath spoken once; 
Twice have I heard— 
That power is God's, 
Unto Thee O Lord belongeth mercy; 
For Thou recompensest every man according to his works. 

Here is a contrast. Man in himself is helpless; he is but a 
breath; they are vanity, nothing but vanity. "All alike are 
vanity-breath! emptier, when weighed in truthful balances, than 
the breath they spend so freely in their boasting and defiance of 
God" (Numerical Bible). Therefore trust not in man nor what 
man does. And God in whom man can trust and find in Him 
salvation, glory, defense and refuge, is both a God of power and a 
God of mercy, a God of loving-kindness. Power without love is 
brutality, and love without power is weakness. Power is the 
strong foundation of love, and love is the crown and beauty of 
power. Greatness of power and greatness of love belongeth 
to God. What a song of praise and faith this blessed Psalm is! 
May every reader learn its great lesson in practical experience, hi 
the walk of faith. 

THE SIXTY-THIRD PSALM 
"As the whole Book of Psalms is oleum effusum (as the spouse 

speaks of the name of Christ in Solomon's Song), an ointment 
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poured upon all sorts of sores, a cerecloth that supplies all bruises, 
a balm that searches all wounds; so are there certain Psalms 
that are imperial Psalms, that command all our affections, that 
apply themselves to all necessities. The sixty-third is one of 
those; the Church should meet every day to sing this Psalm. 
Accordingly Chrysostom testifies, that it was ordained and agreed 
by the primitive fathers, that no day should pass without the 
public singing of this Psalm" (Donne on the Psalms). 

For a large number of years it was the custom in the early 
Church to sing in every congregation the sixty-third Psalm as 
the first song of praise on every Lord's Day, and for this reason it 
was called "the morning hymn." 

The inscription tells us that David composed this Psalm when 
he was in the wilderness of Judah. He was away' from the 
sanctuary, a homeless wanderer, though God's anointed king, and 
so h« expresses his heart longings, as in some future day the 
persecuted Jewish remnant will pass through similar exercises. 

I. Longing for God and the Joy of Communion. (Verses 1-8.) 
0 God, Thou art my God; 
Early do I seek Thee; 
My soul thirsteth for Thee, 
My flesh pineth for Thee, 
In a dry, thirsty land without water; 
As I gazed upon Thee in the Sanctuary, 
To see Thy power and glory. 
Because Thy loving-kindness is better than life; 
My lips shall praise Thee. 
So will I bless Thee while I live, 
1 will lift up my hands in Thy Name. 
My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; 
My mouth shall praise Thee with rejoicing lips, 
When I remember Thee upon my bed, 
And meditate on Thee in the night watches. 
For Thou hast been my help, 
In the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice. 
My soul followeth after Thee, 
Thy right hand supporteth me. 

It is faith which can speak thus. Knowing that there is God, 
the eternal One, who in His Being transcends all human thinking, 
the Creator of all things, faith can say He is my God. The 
revelation in the New Testament is still higher. We know that 
God is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal 
Son of God, and through Him and hi Him we know this God and 
Father is our God and our Father. 

"Early do I seek thee." On account of this sentence the early 
Church, as stated above, used this Psalm as a morning hymn. 
It is interesting to note that the noun "the dawn" in Hebrew and 
the verb "to seek" are from the same root. The meaning of the 
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root is "to break in." The dawn breaks in upon the darkness of 
the night and then in earnestness the believing heart can break 
into His presence, seeking His face. Body and soul cry out after 
Him; the soul thirsteth, and the flesh, the outward man, pineth 
after Him. "My heart and my flesh cry out after the living God" 
(Psa. 84:2). The dry, thirsty land without water has been applied 
by some expositors literally to the wilderness of Judah where the 
crownless king wandered. But it has a figurative meaning. His 
soul felt like the desert surrounding him. In the earthly tabernacle 
His visible glory and power was displayed and the king remembers 
that glory and power, and so he longs for that sanctuary, to be in 
His presence again. Then the heart realizes that the loving 
kindness of such a God of unspeakable glory and power is indeed 
better than life. With this realization of His mercy and grace 
the lips praise Him, and hands are lifted up in prayer in His Name. 

Such were the soul exercises of the godly king and also of all 
the Jewish saints of all ages. Such are the emotions of the 
believing heart still. Alas! that so little of all this is known in 
professing Christendom, among those who have the form of 
godliness but deny its practical power. And the child of God 
also knows the lack of this and therefore cries out—oh for more 
true longings after God, to know Him, His power and His glory, 
better! 

This is the marrow and fatness of the soul, that which feeds 
the inner man, to have communion with Hun, to praise Hun, to 
remember Him in the nightwatches and meditate on Him. This 
gives assurance and confidence, and under the shadow of His 
wings, the wings of power and love, there is rejoicing. Oh! that 
all children of God were able to say at all times, "My soul followeth 
hard after Thee." It is in this attitude that the believer can 
expect and will receive the support of His right hand, the help 
and succour of Him who is at the right hand of God. 

II. The End of the Godless and the Victory of the King. 
(Verses 9-11.) 

And they that seek the destruction of my soul 
Shall go into the abyss of the earth. 
They shall be given over to the power of the sword. 
They shall be a portion to the jackals. 
But the king shall rejoice in God, 
They shall glory every one that sweareth by Him, 
For the mouth of those that speak falsehood shall be stopped. 

This ending of the beautiful and inspiring Psalm has troubled 
not a few. It has been described as the failure of David that he 
should burst out in such a prayer against his enemies; it has been 
branded as a mark of those semi-barbaric times in which he lived. 
Says one commentator: "What may be called the human force 
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of character remains even amid thoughts whose impassioned 
earnestness is not of this world." 

But all difficulty disappears when we realize the prophetic 
character of all these Psalms in which the destruction of the 
godless, the wicked, the enemies of God and of His people is 
demanded and prayed for. As David was victorious over all his 
enemies, so will the King, the coming King, be victorious over 
all the enemies. Let us remember that these Psalms, besides 
giving us the soul exercises of the godly of all ages, are predictive 
of the godly in Israel at the tune when the enemy comes in like a 
flood, and when the overwhelming floods of Anti-Christianity 
sweep over the world. Then these godly Israelites look forward 
to judgment and the overthrow of the forces of evil. They can 
pray for it, for God's time of judgment has come. Then the 
King with rejoicing appears, and all the redeemed glory in Him 
and with Him. Significant is the last stanza. The mouth of 
those that speak falsehood will be stopped. This includes, besides 
the Atheist, the Modernists with their falsehoods as to Christ, 
the Bible and the Truth of God. 

THE SIXTY-FOURTH PSALM 

The historical connection of this Psalm cannot be ascertained; 
there have been numerous guesses as to the tune David wrote it» 
Prophetically it falls in line with the rest of the Psalms belonging 
to this series. Here is another picture of the last days, the days 
of trial and tribulation for the godly in Israel. It is a Psalm 
filled with the expressions of deep soul agony on account of the 
workers of iniquity, while the last verses anticipate their defeat 
and the triumph of the righteous. 

I. The Domination of the Wicked Over the Righteous,, (Verses 
1-6.) 

Hear my voice, 0 God, in my complaint, 
From the terror of the enemy preserve my life. 
Hide me from the conspiracy of evil-doers; 
From surging throng of the workers of iniquity; 
Who whet their tongues like a sword. 
Who aim their arrows—bitter words; 
That they may shoot from their secret places at the perfect; 
Suddenly they shoot at him, and fear not. 
They strengthen themselves in an evil purpose; 
They reckon how they may lay snares secretly; 
They ask who shall see them? 
They search out iniquities; 
(They say) We have perfected a cunningly laid scheme— 
And the inward part of man, and his heart, is deep. 
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Here is a prophetic picture of how, for a time at least, the 
wicked are in power and oppress the righteous. The wicked are 
against His people, who trust in Him. This has been the story 
of the ages, but it will reach its climax in the days when the man 
of sin, the Antichrist, rules. Those days will be days of terror. 
The evil doers make their conspiracies against the godly to destroy 
them. The mobs of the workers of iniquity surround them on 
all sides. They are plotting in secret and lay their snares. Their 
tongues, and their bitter words with which they tantalize the 
righteous and bring sorrow and grief upon them, are like swords 
and arrows. 

No doubt David suffered at some tune during the days of his 
persecution in this way, from the sharp words of the ungodly, 
but more so did our Lord. What an awful word it was when they 
declared of Hun, whom the Father had sent: "Thou art a Samari¬ 
tan and hast a demon." They also laid snares for Him when 
they came to tempt Him, and finally when the hour of His suffer¬ 
ing came they brought many false accusations against Him, which 
He bore in silence and perfect patience. 

Thus have been the sufferings of His people. The history of 
the Church is filled with such sufferings, and the domination of-
the wicked. But, as already stated, the culmination comes dur¬ 
ing the great tribulation, when the hatred of the apostate Jews 
and also of Gentiles will be expressed against the godly Israelites 
pf those coming days. 

And their refuge will be prayer. The Psalm begins with 
prayer, the prayer of complaint on account of t,hese conditions 
and the terror of the enemy. And He who saw of old the afflic¬ 
tions of His people in Egypt, who heard their groans and who 
knew their sorrows, still hears and sees and knows, and when 
His time comes He will come down to deliver and lead out of 
tribulation and bring them in to that which He has promised. 

The sentence "And the inward part of man, and his heart, is 
deep" reminds us of Jeremiah 17:9. In the end of the age the 
wicked and workers of iniquity come to the full, and the desperate 
wickedness of the heart will be fully demonstrated. 

II. God Acting in Judgment Against the Wicked. (Verses 
7-10.) 

God shooteth an arrow at them; 
Suddenly do their wounds come. 
They are made to stumble—their own tongue is against them; 
All that look upon them shake the head. 
Then all men shall fear and declare God's work, 
And His work shall they consider wisely. 
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall find refuge in Him 
And all the upright in heart shall glory. 
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As in so many other Psalms, the cry of His oppressed people is 
heard and intervention comes, not by the spiritual revival, but 
by the direct judgment of God. The wicked had used their 
arrows, and now a righteous God uses His arrow, the arrow of 
judgment which, with unfailing accuracy strikes home. In the 
previous section we read that the wicked ask about the persecuted 
godly, "who shall see them?" And now they find out that their 
God takes notice and answers their pleadings for help and de¬ 
liverance. The judgment will come suddenly. It will come 
when the wicked boast and think they are secure; then suddenly 
like a flash of lightning judgment strikes, and then their sorrow 
begins. Their own words are now against them, as the Lord 
said, "Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant." While the wicked shook their heads (see Psalm 22:7) 
the time has come when the righteous shake their heads in tri¬ 
umph. Not only the godly, but all men, yea, all the nations will 
begin to fear the Lord when they see His judgments and the mani¬ 
festation of His glory. They will declare, make known, the work 
of God. The sneers of a boasting atheism and the denials of the 
so-called modernists are forever silenced. Every mouth has been 
stopped, while the righteous rejoice, sing their songs of praise and 
glory, because they found in Him then- refuge. 

How prominent in God's Word of the Old Testament is this 
great deliverance of the righteous! In no other book do we find 
such a continued witness to the display of judgment in the com¬ 
ing day of the Lord's appearing, as in the Book of Psalms. And 
the tide rises. As we follow Psalm after Psalm in the next three 
sections, to the end of it, we shall discover still greater prophetic 
truths. 

THE SIXTY-FIFTH PSALM 

This Psalm is distinctively a restoration Psalm, a Psalm in 
which we see "the restitution of all things as spoken by the mouth 
of all His holy prophets" (Acts 3:21). This restitution of all 
things does not mean what universalism, reconciliationism and 
other cults teach, that the wicked dead will ultimately be saved. 
It means the restoration promised by the prophets, and they 
promised and predicted the coming of the Kingdom and the 
blessings connected with it. We see in this Psalm the erstwhile 
suffering remnant delivered, back in the land and enjoying 
millennial blessedness. National and spiritual blessings as well 
as blessings for all men and for creation are mentioned in this 
millennial Psalm. The Lord has come, and Zion becomes the 
place of His glorious rest, and from there the blessings are poured 
forth to flow out to all nations. 
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We should not pass over the inscription without a word. It 
announces the author, David, and then we are told it is a song. 
The same "song inscription" is found in the next three Psalms. 
The first song of the Bible is recorded in the fifteenth chapter of 
Exodus, the redemption song which Israel sang after the deliver¬ 
ance at the Red Sea. And so all through the Bible the singing is 
in connection with redemption. By and by we shall read in this 
book of Psalms "O sing unto the Lord a new song." It is the 
song which redeemed Israel will sing first, and nations redeemed 
and brought into the Kingdom will join in the chorus, the Halle¬ 
lujah chorus of redemption. The groans are ended and the songs 
begin. 

I. The Praise of God from the Whole Earth in Zion. (Verses 
1-2.) 

Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion; 
And unto Thee shall the vow be performed. 
O Thou that nearest prayer— 
Unto Thee shall all flesh come. 

Zion does not mean a spiritual Zion, but it means the literal 
Zion. Of this Zion we read in another Psalm: "For the Lord 
hath chosen Zion, He hath desired it for His habitation. This is 
my rest forever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it" (Psa. 
132:13-14). The Lord loves mount Zion (Psa. 78:68) and in the 
book of Isaiah it is written concerning the days when nations 
come to worship and turn their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks, that "Out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:1-5). 
Thirty-eight times is Zion mentioned in the Psalms. There, 
upon the holy hill of Zion will the King be enthroned (Psa. 2). 
Out of Zion the perfection of beauty will shine forth (Psa. 50:2). 
Out of Zion cometh Israel's salvation (Psa. 53:6). His dwelling 
place will be Zion, and out of Zion will come the rod of His strength 
(Psa. 110:2). The praise of God will then be heard, when the 
King has come to Zion. Praise upon praise waits for Hun there, 
not only from the delivered remnant, which becomes the kingdom 
nation, but from all flesh. Praise comes to Him from the whole 
earth. Calvin, as well as the ancient commentators, are right 
when they interpret the verse "Unto Thee shall all flesh come" 
as a prophecy of Christ's kingdom and the conversion of the 
nations. His vow will then be performed. "I have sworn by 
Myself, the word is gone out of My mouth in righteousness and 
shall not return. That unto Me every knee shall bow, every 
tongue shall swear" (Isa. 45:23). All flesh then turns to Him, 
and the earth will find her peace and rest in Him who has chosen 
Zion for His rest. 
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II. The Experience of the Redeemed Remnant. (Verses 3-5.) 
Iniquities have prevailed against me— 
Our transgressions, Thou purgest them away. 
Blessed is He whom Thou choosest and makest to draw near. 
To dwell in Thy courts! 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house—• 
Thy holy Temple. 
With terrible things in righteousness Thou answerest us, 
O God of our salvation! 
(Thou art) the Confidence of all the ends of the earth, 
And of the sea afar off. 

This is a most interesting section, which in its blessed meaning 
we must not miss. Their transgressions are now purged away; 
their sins are covered. But why? We note the first sentence 
of the fifth verse. A person speaks here, not the remnant or 
David. "Iniquities have prevailed against me." Well may we 
put this sentence in the mouth of Him of whom redeemed Israel 
will yet confess, "the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquities of us 
all" (Isa. 53:6). "For the transgression of my people was He 
smitten," saith the Spirit of God through the Prophet. The 
iniquities which He bore on the Cross are now acknowledged to 
have been their transgressions, the nation's sins. He died for that 
nation. It refers to that blessed time when the spirit of 'grace 
and supplication will be poured out upon them and they shall 
look upon Him whom they have pierced (Zech. 12:10). Then 
it is written, "In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and 
uncleanness" (Zech. 13:1). 

Forgiven and cleansed, restored and filled with His Spirit, 
they testify next of the blessed results of the propitiatory work 
of Christ. Christ Himself is the chosen One; He is the One to 
draw near, and He dwells in His courts. We note as in verse 3 
here is a single person. And because Christ is the One chosen, 
the One in whom God is well pleased, the One who is near to 
God and in His presence, all who believe on Him, redeemed by 
His blood, are chosen ones, accepted in the Beloved One, made 
nigh and brought into His presence. Redeemed Israel will 
acknowledge this in the day of their redemption. But how much 
more should we, whose blessing and glory is far above Israel's! 

Then they express as a redeemed company their happiness. 
They are satisfied with the goodness of His house, His holy temple, 
the temple which will be built after the Lord has come. 

The fifth verse brings before us the judgment work of the Lord. 
He answered their imprecatory prayers by "terrible things." 
But after the storm comes the day dawn, the blessed morning 
of the millennial age. All the ends of the earth and the sea afar 
off will trust in the Lord and bow before Him. 
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ffl. How He Manifested Himself. (Verses 6-8.) 
Who setteth fast the mountains by His strength. 
Being girded about with power; 
Who stilleth the roarings of the seas, 
The roaring of their waves, and the tumult of the nations. 
Therefore the dwellers in the ends (of the earth) are afraid of Thy tokens; 
Thou makest the outgoings of the morning and the evening to sing for joy. 
This is a blessed and poetic picture of how He manifests Himself 

in connection with the earth. The mountains are typical of 
human governments, they are established under Him and all the 
kingdoms become the Kingdom of Christ. The sea typifies the 
nations. What He did once on earth when He spoke that majestic 
word "Peace! Be still," He does now on a larger scale. Before 
His manifestation the sea of nations will be in turmoil and the 
waves angry. Thus He predicted it: "And there shall be signs 
in the sun and in the moon and in the stars, and on the earth dis¬ 
tress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring" 
(Luke 21:25). But now He stilleth the roarings of the sea of 
nations, and the tumult of nations ceases. Peace has come at 
last. And all the ends of the earth see these tokens of His power 
and mercy, and they fear Him. Morning and evening sing His 
praises and reveal His glory. 

IV. Groaning Creation Delivered. (Verses 9-13.) 

Thou hast visited the earth, and made it overflow, 
Thou greatly enrichest it. 
The river of God is full of water; 
Thou preparest their corn, for Thou didst thus prepare it; 
Watering its furrows, smoothing its ridges, 
With showers of rain Thou makest it soft. 
Thou dost bless its growth. 
Thou hast crowned the year with Thy goodness; 
And Thy paths drop fatness; 
The pastures of the wilderness drop with it. 
With rejoicing do the hills gird themselves. 
The meadows are clothed with flocks, 
The valleys also are covered over with corn— 
They shout together for joy; everything sings! 

Every thing sings! Because the time has come when the curse 
which rests now upon creation is removed. In the Epistle to the 
Romans we find, penned by the Spirit of God, the message con¬ 
cerning groaning creation. He saw all creation travailing in pain 
together, and that with an outstretched neck, looking forward 
eagerly to the time when its groans should be hushed, and when 
all creation should be delivered from the bondage of corruption. 
According to Romans 8:19, groaning creation will find its deliver¬ 
ance when the sons of God are manifested. And the sons of God 
will be manifested when He, the Son, is manifested and brings 
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with Himself the many sons unto glory. And here in this Psalm 
we have a precious prophetic picture of earth's redemption and 
the restoration of the physical earth to its Edenic conditions. 

He has visited the earth, and Creation's Lord, who bore the 
thorns upon His brow, comes now and scatters with a bountiful 
hand His blessings, even to overflowing. And the river of God 
is full of water. That is the river of which we read in Ezekiel 47 
and in the last chapter of Zechariah. "And it shall be in that 
day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem" (Zech. 14:8). 
But this river of God is also symbolical of the Holy Spirit, who 
will then be poured out upon all flesh, and the unfulfilled prophecy 
of Joel will be fulfilled (Joel 2). 

Every thing sings! All drops with fatness and the wilderness 
will blossom like the rose. Flocks in the meadows and valleys 
covered over with corn. No more disastrous floods; no more 
droughts; no more storms and no more frosts. Famines and pesti¬ 
lences are gone forever. No wonder then that everything sings. 

THE SIXTY-SIXTH PSALM 

This is another Song-Psalm. It rises even higher than the pre¬ 
ceding Psalm. No expositor can tell us of any historical back¬ 
ground. Some have supposed that this Psalm alludes to the 
defeat of the Assyrians under Sennacherib. Others refer it to 
the return from the Babylonian captivity, and others to the times 
of the Maccabees. Delitzsch on the Psalms makes the following 
remark: "On the ground of some deliverance out of oppressive 
bondage that has been experienced by Israel arises in Psalm 66 
the summons to the whole earth to raise a shout of praise unto 
God." We agree that it is the "deliverance out of oppressive 
bondage" experienced by Israel, which is related in the Psalm. 
But it is not a past experience. It is a future experience of 
deliverance. The Psalm, like so many others, can only be rightly 
interpreted on the ground of unfulfilled prophecy. It is closely 
linked with the sixty-fifth Psalm and is the outburst of redeemed 
Israel, that is, the remnant, having suffered and now been 
delivered, looks back over the past experiences and utters praise. 
But we shall find the same blessed voice, which spoke in the sixty-
fifth Psalm is also heard in this Psalm. His voice is heard as the 
Song leader of His redeemed. 

I. The Glorious Rule and the Power of God. (Verses 1-7.) 
Shout aloud unto God, all the earth! 
Sing the glory of His Name, 
Ascribe to Him Glory in praising Him. 
Say unto God: "How terrible are Thy works!" 
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Because of the greatness of Thy power do Thy foes cringe before Thee 
In all the earth they worship Thee, 
They shall sing unto Thee, 
They shall sing unto Thy name. Selah. 
Come and see the works of God! 
Terrible have been His acts concerning the children of men! 
He turned the sea into dry land. 
Through the river they passed on foot— 
Then we rejoiced in Him. 
He ruleth in His power for ever— 
His eyes keep watch over the nations; 
As for the rebellious—let them not exalt themselves! Selah. 

Twice we find in this section the word "Selah." As we have 
pointed out before, this little word means to pause—to think and 
then to praise. And how much there is in this Psalm for us to 
pause over, meditate on, and then to praise Him! 

It is the redeemed remnant of Israel speaking to all the earth, 
exhorting the nations to shout aloud, to sing the glory of His 
Name and to praise Him. The joy thus expressed is not only 
for their own deliverance and the complete defeat of their enemies, 
but also for the blessing which has now come upon all the earth. 
His terrible works are especially mentioned. This must be 
linked with Psalm 46:8. That Psalm, as we saw in our exposition, 
anticipates the coming of the King and the deliverance of His 
waiting people. And there they say, "Come, behold the works 
of the Lord, what desolations He hath made in the earth." These 
works are His judgment works and they will be terrible. When 
He strikes the earth in judgment and deals with the demon 
powers then in control and with the masses who fell in with the 
man of sin, it will indeed be indescribable. And so here they call 
to behold these works. "Come and see the works of God; He 
is terrible in His doings concerning the children of men." And 
all the earth is now to worship and sing unto His Name. Then 
because of His power His foes cringe before Him. 

The third verse might also be rendered, "Because of the great¬ 
ness of Thy power Thine enemies feign allegiance unto Thee." 
We must remember that while Israel will be then the nation born 
in a day, that is, the godly remnant becomes the nation, to whom 
is given the Kingdom (Matt. 21:43), the Lord in His Return will 
find His enemies opposing Him. It is written in another Psalm 
"Rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies" (Psa. 110:2). And 
many are forced to submit and humble themselves before Him. 
But it will be only a feigned obedience; they cringe before Him 
because opposition would mean sudden judgment. This explains 
why at the close of the millennial reign of Christ nations will side 
with Satan, who will then be loosed for a little while (Rev. 20). 

And as He once displayed His mighty power at the Red Sea 
and at Jordan, to bring His people out of Egypt, and out of the 
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hands of their enemies, and bring them into the land of promise, 
so once more a river will be dried up. It is the other river, the 
River Euphrates (Rev. 16:12). 

Israel's restoration completed, He will rule in power and His 
all seeing eye will watch over the nations, whose King and 
Governor the Lord is. Here is His omnipotence and omniscience. 
Woe unto the rebellious! For He knows their doings, and swift 
judgment by His power will come upon them. 

II. Israel's Wonderful Praise and Worship. (Verses 8-12.) 
Bless our God, all ye peoples! 
And make the voice of His praise be heard. 
Who hath set our soul in life; 
And hath not suffered our foot to be moved. 
For Thou didst prove us, O God. 
Thou didst refine us as silver is refined. 
Thou broughtest us into the net; 
Thou didst put a heavy burden on our loins. 
Thou madest men to ride over our heads— 
We went through fire and through water; 
But Thou broughtest us out to abundance. 

Redeemed Israel continues to speak. Praising the Lord they 
relate their wonderful experiences of the past. All their sufferings 
and trials are now found unto the praise of His holy Name. 
They address all the peoples, to join into their praise and praise 
God with them. Their souls have been preserved and life has 
been given to them, and over all their wanderings He had watched. 
It is written in Malachi: "He is like a refiner's fire, and like 
fullers' soap. And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver" 
(Mai. 3:2). And here they acknowledge that they passed 
through this experience, "Thou didst refine us as silver is refined." 
They went through the fire and water, but the Lord was faithful 
to His promise. "When thou passest through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee" (Isa. 43:2). 
How He kept His Word as the faithful and covenant keeping 
Lord! And He is the same still and never leaves nor forsakes 
His people. What a praise He will get in that day from the 
delivered remnant of Israel! 

HI. The King Himself Testifies. (Verses 13-20.) 
I will go into Thy house with burnt offerings, 
I will perform My vows unto Thee, 
Which My lips have uttered, 
Which My mouth spoke in my strait. 
Burnt offerings of failings will I offer to Thee, 
With incense of rams; 
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I will offer bullocks with he-goats. Selah. 
Come, hear, and I will declare, all ye that fear God, 
What He hath done for My soul. 
I called unto Him with My mouth; 
And He was extolled with My tongue. 
If I regard iniquity in My heart. 
The Lord would not hear Me. 
But God hath heard; 
He hath attended to the voice of My prayer. 
Blessed be God, who hath not turned away My prayer. 
Nor His loving-kindness from Me. 

Once more, as it was in the preceding Psalm, a change is made 
in the personal pronoun. It is no longer "we" but an " I . " No 
longer speaks the saved and restored remnant, but a person. He 
relates His experience and gives His testimony. Delitzsch says 
on this change: "From this point onwards the poet himself 
speaks, but, as the diversity and the kind of sacrifice show, as 
being a member of the community at large." But this is not a 
satisfactory explanation at all. Another says: "We have now with 
verse 13 the personal acknowledgment of God's mercy, first in 
the announcement on the part of the Psalmist of the offerings 
which he is about to bring, and which he had vowed in his trouble; 
and then in the record of God's dealing with his soul, which had 
called forth his thankfulness." This also does not satisfy. We 
believe the voice which speaks now is the voice of Him who offered 
Himself as the burnt offering, that is, the voice which speaks here 
is our Lord, the Redeemer of Israel. The best comment we have 
seen are the remarks of the "Numerical Bible." 

"It is not hard surely to recognize this voice, which, imme¬ 
diately upon Israel's tale takes up their praise to utter it before 
God, as the fulfillment of His own "vows." We know these 
vows, the King's vows: King of Israel and still much more. 
And dull must be the eyes that do not see whose are these burnt 
offerings. The sweet savour of a perfect life presented to God in 
an infinite trial, in which the holiness of God searched out all 
the inward parts of such an One as had not His like among men, 
but whom He who commanded the sword to awake against Him, 
declared at the same time as His fellow (Zech. 13:7). Now we 
understand how Israel's praise itself is discerned as the perfume 
of this blessed work, the fulfillment of His "vows," all the fullness 
of which is presently told out to us in familiar forms, as bullocks, 
rams, goats, specially connected with burnt, trespass, and sin 
offerings. This is in fact, what all our praise is—what we our¬ 
selves are; we are but the fulfillment of His vows, all is but the 
fruit of His work. To owe our redeemed selves to Him shall 
be the fullness of our joy for ever." 

And so in the concluding verses He speaks of His service, of 
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the power which acted in His behalf and how God .heard Him. 
God heard His prayers and saved Him out of death, that is, in 
resurrection. He had no iniquity in Himself, no sin, no vanity, 
nothing which clashed in the least with God's perfect holiness, 
and therefore He was heard. Here, then, is a beautiful blending 
together of Christ with His redeemed Israel. Alas! that but so 
few believers know their identification with Him, in whom we 
have the fulness of blessing, whose work and all He is and has done 
belong to us. And so with Him all true believers can say, as 
Israel will say in the day of glory: 

Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer. 
Nor His loving-kindness from me. 

His loving kindness rests upon Hun and because we are in Him, 
one with Hun, God's loving-kindness rests upon us. 

THE SIXTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This is one of the shortest, yet one of the most blessed prophetic 
Psalms. If only the Church could understand its great prophetic 
message what changes there would come hi Christian thinking, 
teaching, living and service! 

It is the seventh Psalm of this series and it has seven stanzas. 
As "seven" is the divine number, the Psalm has the impress 
of perfection. 

It is another singing Psalm picturing prophetically the con¬ 
dition of the earth and the nations during the coming age of the 
Kingdom and how this condition of blessing and glory will be 
brought about. 

In Isaiah's great prophecy there is a call to heaven to sing and 
to the earth to be joyful. "Sing, 0 heavens; and be joyful, O 
earth; and break forth into singing, 0 mountains; for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon the afflicted" 
(Isa. 49:13). His people are His people Israel and the afflicted 
the same nation of whom we read later in Isaiah, "O thou afflicted, 
tossed with tempest" (Isa. 54:11). It is clear from this prophetic 
utterance of Isaiah that the heavens will begin to sing and the 
earth be joyful when the Lord hath comforted His people Israel 
and when fie has mercy upon His afflicted people, that is when 
the promised blessing and glory has been bestowed upon Israel. 

There can be no fullest blessing for the earth, no conversion of 
nations, no covering of the earth by the glory of the Lord, till 
Israel has received her oath bound blessing and restoration. 
And this is the opening of the Psalm before us; the first two 
verses give us this prophetic truth. 
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God be gracious unto us and bless us, 
And make His face to shine upon us. Selah. 
That Thy way may be known upon the earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations. 

As is well known, the first verse is part of the Aaronic blessing 
recorded in Numbers 6:24-26. Only here instead of "Jehovah" 
we have Elohim, the name of God manifested in creation and in 
all the earth. An old Jewish comment on the Psalms interprets 
the face of God to be the Messiah. This is a beautiful thought 
in itself. The Christ of God is His face of Love and Grace, in 
and through which the holy and righteous God looks upon His 
people. According to this conception one can paraphrase the 
second stanza of the first verse with "And make Thy Messiah 
to shine upon us." And God has abundantly promised that in a 
future day He will be gracious unto His earthly people and bless 
them with the promised national blessings. We could fill pages 
with these unfulfilled promises belonging to Israel. And through 
the blessings made good to Israel, when their fulfilment comes, 
God's way will be made known upon the earth and His salvation 
will be made known among all nations. This is God's order and 
God's program: First Israel blest and exalted, Israel restored 
and receiving her time of fulness, and then through converted 
and blest Israel, the blessings of salvation and the conversion of 
all nations. 

But that tune of Israel's blessing and fulness does not come 
until God's purpose in this age is accomplished. That purpose 
is the calling out from all nations a people for His Name. As 
Romans 11 states it: "Blindness in part has happened to Israel 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Nor will the remnant 
of Israel be fully blest till the Lord returns. As the result of His 
return Israel will bow before Him and receive her full inheritance, 
and then comes the conversion of the nations. Such is the order 
of God's program in His dispensations everywhere in the Word 
of prophecy. If only the well meaning professors of otherwise 
conservative seminaries and colleges would see God's plan, how 
they would help young Christians to understand the Bible and 
God's purpose in this age and His purpose in the age to come, 
the millennial age. 

Peoples shall praise Thee, O God, 
All the peoples shall praise Thee! 
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
For Thou shalt judge the peoples righteously 
And Thou dost govern the nations upon earth. Selah. 

"Salvation is of the Jews"—our Lord said to the Samaritan 
woman. This statement does not only apply to His first coming 
when He came to die for our sins, but it is true in connection with 
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His second coming—salvation is of the Jews. And when Israel's 
salvation has been given and all nations turn to God and to the 
King, as they surely will, then the nations will praise and the earth 
will rejoice for the blessings and the glory which has come, for 
the righteousness and peace, which will reign through the King 
of righteousness and the King of peace. 

He will be upon the throne and His judgment will be a righteous 
judgment. He will govern the nations, and what Jeremiah penned 
by the Spirit of God is then a blessed reality: "A king shall 
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. In His days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell 
safely, and this is the name whereby He shall be known, The Lord 
our righteousness" (Jer. 23:5-6). 

All attempts to convert the world, to bring in a universal peace 
amongst the nations, to have a warless world, to improve the evil 
age which lies in the wicked one, to overcome crime by legislation 
and political schemes and other reformation schemes, are doomed 
to failure. When the King has corne, when He occupies the throne 
of His glory and rules over the nations, then nations form the 
great brotherhood in which swords are turned into plowshares and 
spears into pruninghooks. 

Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; 
All the peoples shall praise Thee! 
Then shall the earth give her increase; 
God our own God doth bless us. 

Praise is then foremost. All nations praise and worship God. 
Idolatry will be swept from the face of the earth. "And the Lord 
shall be king over all the earth; in that day shall there be one Lord, 
and His name one" (Zech. 14:9). The singing times have come! 
Israel sings, the nations join in Israel's praise, and all creation 
sings, for the curse which rests now upon creation has been 
removed and the earth gives her increase. What is stated here in 
one sentence is elsewhere more fully revealed in God's unfailing 
Word of prophecy. 

God shall bless us; 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. 

How insistent the Spirit of God is to bring it to our hearts that 
the condition of world blessing and world conversion is that Israel 
be blest first. So this gem of prophecy ends as it began. 

The time is not yet, but it is rapidly nearing. The home 
gathering of the Jews in unbelief is a settled fact. Zionism is not 
a failure. The people and the land are getting ready for the last 
page of their history of suffering. The clouds of the great tribu¬ 
lations are gathering. The nations of the earth are getting ready 
for the fulfilment of what is said about them in God's Word. 



266 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

Darkness and night approaches rapidly for this age, but beyond 
we see the coming day dawn, the day when He is manifested, 
when Israel will turn to Him and receive her glorious blessing. 

THE SIXTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

The preceding Psalm began with the words of part of the 
Aaronic blessing, and the Psalm which follows, the sixty-eighth, 
has for its beginning the words which were used of old when the 
ark set forward and the hosts of Israel advanced (Num. 10:35). 
It is a great millennial Psalm, in fact it is one of the greatest 
prophetic utterances of the Old Testament, celebrating the victory 
of the Lord and the blessing which has finally come upon the 
delivered, faithful remnant of Israel. Professor Delitzsch says: 
"It is a Psalm in the style of Deborah, stalking along upon the 
highest pinnacle of hymnic feeling and recital; all that is most 
glorious in the literature of the earlier period is concentrated in 
it; Moses' memorable words, Moses' blessing, the prophecies of 
Balaam, Deuteronomy, the Song of Hannah re-echo here." I t 
would be impossible to write a complete, or exhaustive exposition 
of such a prophetic anticipation of the victory of the Lord and 
His triumph over all. Because it is such a prophetic foregleam 
of the Lord's conquest and glory, the Psalm is filled with the 
seven names of God. Jehovah, Adonai, Ha El, Shaddai, Jah-
Jehovah, Adonai and Jah Elohim. The so-called higher criticism 
has attempted an explanation of this remarkable, inspired poem. 
Some have declared that it was written between the time of 
Alexander the Great and the time of the Maccabees. There is 
absolutely no evidence whatever for such a conception. Others 
refer this Psalm to the victorious campaign of Joram against 
faithless Moab; and still others hold that it must belong to the 
days of pious Hezekiah. But all these interpreters ignore the 
inscription, "A Psalm of David, a Song." Just when David com¬ 
posed it by the Spirit of God we cannot say for certain. 

I. The Presence of God in Victory. (Verses 1-6.) 
Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered! 
And let them that hate Him flee His Presence! 
As smoke is driven, Thou wilt drive them away; 
As wax melteth before the fire the wicked shall perish 
From the Presence of God. 
But the righteous shall rejoice; 
They shall exult before God, 
And shall leap for joy. 
Sing unto God, sing forth His Name! 
Cast up the way for Him that rideth in the deserts; 
His Name is Jah, and rejoice before Him. 
A Father of the fatherless and a Judge of the widows 
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Is God in His holy habitation. 
God setteth the solitary into families; 
He bringeth out into prosperity the prisoners, 
But the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

It is a great introduction to the whole Psalm. As already 
stated, the first verse quotes Numbers 10:35. It was the Lord 
who dwelt of old in the midst of Israel, in the pillar of cloud; 
He led His people and the enemies scattered. This first verse is 
an answer to the prayer, which the remnant of Israel will pray, 
when surrounded by their enemies. "Arise for our help, and 
redeem us for Thy mercies sake" (Psa. 44:26). The answer will 
be His glorious manifestation. He will arise and have mercy upon 
Zion (Psa. 102:13) and deal with their enemies. Theirs will be 
a sudden end. Their dispersion in that coming day will be like 
smoke driven away by the wind; they will perish as wax melteth 
before the fire. Then when the Lord ariseth and judgeth, the 
groans of the righteous cease forever; they will sing and shout 
and leap for joy. 

The great triumph begins. Singing is the prominent feature. 
Singing in the Word of God is always connected with redemption. 
There have been songs of deliverances in the past, but the greater 
songs are still to come, and they will come when the King is 
revealed in His glory. The singers go before, as it was in the days 
of Jehoshaphat's great victory. They began to sing and to 
praise before the battle, and when they came to Jerusalem they 
came with psalteries and harps and trumpets, singing unto the 
Lord (2 Chron. 20:22, 28). The way is prepared for the great 
victor. He rides through the deserts. It means the dry parched 
places down at the Dead Sea. The deserts—Araboth, as it is in 
the Hebrew, stand symbolically for His conquest of death. He 
comes riding in His mighty power, the all conquering One, before 
whom the desert will bloom like a rose. He comes and brings 
blessing, for He is the Father of the fatherless. He brings relief 
from the curse; prisoners are set free, while the rebellious suffer 
their just reward. 

II. An Historical Retrospect. (Verses 7-12.) 
O God, when Thou wentest before Thy people— 
When Thou didst march through the wilderness. Selah. 
The earth trembled, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God, 
Yon Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Thou didst send a plentiful rain, O God, on Thy heritage, 
And when it was weary Thou strengthenedst it. 
Thy flock has dwelt therein; 
Thou hast prepared in Thy goodness for the poor, O God. 
The Lord giveth the Word; 
The women that publish the good news are many. 
Kings of armies flee—they flee; 
And she that tarrieth at home divideth the spoil. 
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Here is a retrospect, a review of their past history, when the 
nation was led forth. The theophany at Sinai is mentioned first. 
The words of Moses in Deuteronomy 33:2 reveal this glorious 
manifestation of the God of Israel. Deborah in her inspired 
song looked back to the same event (Judges 5:4-5) and finally 
Habakkuk in his prophetic ode, centuries later wrote: "God came 
from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise" (Hab. 
3:3). But while this theophany is past it is also a prophecy of 
that future God-manifestation in the Return of the risen Son of 
Man. Thus He led them forth from Sinai and showered upon 
them His gracious gifts. He ministered to their need and estab¬ 
lished them as His sheep in the land. The poor and afflicted 
were provided for. Then He gave His Word, the Word of His 
power, and that defeated their enemies, and women, the weaker 
vessels, published the glad tidings of the victory won. This 
refers evidently to the song leaders of Exodus 15:21, Miriam and 
all the women; Deborah in her prophetic song, and the cele¬ 
bration of David's victory over Goliath (1 Sam. 18:6). God's 
power scattered their enemies. The armies of kings had to flee, 
and women were sufficient to take the spoil (Judges 5:30). But 
what was done in their past history will be repeated on a larger 
scale, when the Lord arises and is manifested in His power and 
glory. 

III. Israel Seen as Redeemed. (Verses 13-19.) 
Though ye have lain among the sheep folds 
(Ye shall be as) wings of a dove 
Covered with silver, 
And her feathers with green tinted gold. 
When the Almighty scattered kings on her account, 
Thou didst make it snow-white as Zalmon. 
The mount of God, is it mount Bashan? 
A many peaked mountain as Bashan? 
Why do ye look with envy, ye mountain peaks? 
On the Mount that God hath desired for His abode? 
Yea, Jehovah will dwell there forever. 
The chariots of God are twenty thousand, 
Thousands upon thousands. 
The Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the sanctuary. 
Thou has ascended on high, 
Thou hast led captivity captive, 
Thou has received gifts for man. 
Yea even for the rebellious, 
That Jah Elohim might dwell there. 
Blessed be the Lord, day by day doth He load us (with good). 
The Mighty One, our salvation. Selah. 

These verses belong to the most difficult in the entire Book of 
Psalms. If we were to give the opinions of commentators we 
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should have to fill all our pages, and then we should know but 
little more and might be unable to extricate ourselves from the 
labyrinth of human learning and opinion. It is evident that the 
words are addressed to the remnant of Israel, who enter into the 
fullest blessing when the Lord comes and scatters their enemies. 

The word "pots" as given in the authorized version, we must 
change to hurdles, or sheepfold. It is found in Genesis 49, when 
Jacob spoke of Issachar "Crouching down between two hurdles." 
Deborah in her prophetic song also uses it. "Why abodest thou 
among the sheepfolds to hear the bleatings of the flock?" This 
was addressed to Reuben. Reuben did not go out to battle. 
Evidently in both passages the word is used to describe an in¬ 
different, an inactive and selfish condition. It has the same 
meaning here. Israel was undecided and inactive. 

Next the dove is mentioned covered with silver and green gold. 
It should be read as a joyous exclamation—"Wings of a dove 
covered with silver and green tinted gold!" The dove, as a 
sacrificial bird, is a type of Christ. However, in Solomon's Song 
the dove is used as a type of Israel, for the Lord addresses Israel 
as " 0 my dove." The dove then applies to both, Christ and 
Israel. Silver stands for redemption and the green gold for glory. 
Christ has purchased redemption and glory. Under His wings 
Israel, once lying indifferent and unredeemed, has now found 
redemption and glory. Then God on account of Israel redeemed 
scatters kings, the kings which come against Israel's land at the 
close of the times of the Gentiles. 

This is followed by another interesting sentence. "Thou dids 
make it snow-white as Zalmon." Zalmon is a mountain and 
means, dark, shady. Zalmon was covered with big trees (Judges 
9). But this dark looking mountain is seen covered with snow. 
It is a beautiful description, poetic, of what Israel will experience 
in that day. They will pass out of darkness into light. They will 
become a righteous people, whiter, even than snow. It will be 
a blessed fulfillment of Isaiah 1:18. 

Then the Mount of God is mentioned, that is Zion. It is not 
Mount Bashan. Bashan is the snow-covered range of Lebanon 
on the border land of the Gentiles. It typifies the world powers. 
But Mount Zion is and will be God's mountain. There He will 
make His glorious resting place. There will be His holy angels 
and His chariots. 

In the 18th verse we have a description of Him who is enthroned 
and dwells in the Mount of God, the Redeemer and the Hope of 
Israel. As is well known, this verse is quoted in Ephesians 4:8. 
He had first descended into the lower parts of the earth, which 
'does not mean hades, but He left the Father's bosom and descend¬ 
ing became obedient unto death, the death of the Cross. Then He 
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ascended into glory and led captivity captive. He received gifts 
as Man. But we must notice two facts. Here is the statement 
that He received gifts and not a word about communicating gifts 
to men. In Ephesians the Holy Spirit tells us more. 

There we read that He has given gifts unto men. What He 
has received as Man He communicates to His own. 

Then in the second place the Holy Spirit leaves out in Ephesians 
"even for the rebellious," because this refers especially to Israel 
and has no place in the Church Epistle. Thus the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the center of all, is prominently before us in this Psalm. 
In the approaching day of His glory, He will descend from above 
and claim His crown rights over all. No doubt He will then 
dispense His gifts also. Who can tell what all these gifts will be? 

IV. His Victory Over the Enemies. (Verses 20-23.) 
Our God is the God of Salvation, 
With Jehovah the Lord are the issues of death. 
Verily God will smite the head of His enemies; 
The hoary scalp of one that goes on in trespasses. 
The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan; 
I will bring them again from the depth of the sea, 
That thou mayest dip thy foot in blood; 
The tongue of thy dogs hath its portion from the enemy. 

The head of the enemies, the hoary scalp, is none other than 
the man of sin, the false Messiah, the Antichrist. He will be 
overthrown in the day of the King's glory. 

Then the Lord will bring again from Bashan and from the 
depths of the sea. 

This is a favored text with some of the restitutionists and 
so-called reconciliationists. They force Scripture out of its con¬ 
nection and then try to prove a universal salvation and the restora¬ 
tion of the wicked. Surely the Lord will bring again. But this 
bringing again has to do with Israel's restoration. He will gather 
His scattered people, from Bashan, from every corner of the world, 
and from the depths of the sea, that is from all the nations, for 
the sea is the type of nations. The dogs, when the wicked are 
overthrown, will find their portions from the enemies. 

V. The Wonderful Procession. (Verses 24-27.) 
They have seen Thy processions, O God. 
The procession of my God, my King in the Sanctuary. 
The singers went before; the players on stringed instruments after; 
In the midst the maidens, playing on tabrets. 
In the congregation, bless ye God; the Lord, from the fountains of Israel! 
There is little Benjamin, their ruler; the Prince of Judah, their company; 
The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. 

A great procession is now seen. "They," the people living in 
that day, "have seen Thy procession." The Lord, the King, 
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heads the procession. They sing after Him in holy praise. The 
singers come first and afterward the players on the stringed instru¬ 
ments, and, as of old in Exodus (chapter 15) the women are there. 
The maidens in the midst sing the praises of the Lord, their 
Redeemer-King. Then follows little Benjamin, now made great; 
the princes follow. 

God loves display. When the King is revealed in His glory 
there will be a wonderful manifestation, and a great celebration 
on earth will take place. 

VI. The Conversion of the World, and the Kingdom. (Verses 
28-35.) 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength; 
Confirm, O God, that which Thou hast wrought for us. 
Because of Thy Temple in Jerusalem, Kings shall bring presents unto Thee. 
Rebuke the beasts of the reeds, 
The assembly of the bulls with the calves of Thy people— 
Every one submitting with pieces of silver. 
Scatter the nations that delight in war. 
Dignitaries arrive out of Egypt. 
Ethiopia quickly stretches out her hands unto God. 
Sing Psalms to the Lord. Selah. Of Him that rideth upon the heavens, 
The Heavens which are of old. 
Lo, He uttereth His voice, a mighty voice. 
Ascribe ye strength unto God; His majesty is over Israel. 
And His strength is in the clouds. 
Terrible art Thou, O God, out of the sanctuaries-—• 
The God of Israel. He it is who giveth power and might unto the people. 
Blessed be God! 
Here is a charming prophetic picture of the glorious consum¬ 

mation in the kingdom, and the conversion of the world. Israel, 
once weak and undone, has now strength from God. All God 
has wrought for them in redemption is now confirmed and made 
known. All His gracious promises as to the glorious kingdom are 
now fulfilled. There will be a new temple in Jerusalem, the house 
of prayer for all nations. To that temple the kings come with their 
presents of gold and frankincense, but not myrrh. The bitterness 
of death is gone. The Gentiles are rebuked; they bring tribute to 
the King of kings. The peoples that delighted in war are now 
scattered; there will be a war-less world. Egypt and Ethiopia 
fall in line and join the worshipping hosts. Praise, nothing but 
praise follows. His majesty and glory are revealed in the heavens 
above and in the earth beneath. What a glorious vision of what 
will be when the King is revealed! 

THE SIXTY-NINTH PSALM 
This is a great Messianic Psalm. Next to the twenty-second 

Psalm it is the most quoted in the New Testament Scriptures. 
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The leading New Testament quotations are the following: Verse4 
in John 15:25; verse 9 in John 2:17 and Rom. 15:3; verses 22-23 
in Rom. 11:9-10; verse 21 in Matt. 27:34, 38; Mark 15:23, 36; 
Luke 23:36; John 19:28-30 verse 25 in Acts 1:20. Like the 
forty-fifth Psalm, this Psalm bears the inscription "Shoshannim," 
lilies. We find here deep revelations of His sufferings, His soul 
agony and the vicarious character of His blessed work. 

I. Hated Without a Cause. (Verses 1-6.) 

Save me, O God! 
For the waters are come in unto my soul. 
I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing 
I am come into deep waters—the flood overfloweth me. 
I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; 
Mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 
They that hate me without a cause 
Are more than the hairs of my head. 
They that would destroy me—wrongfully mine enemies—are powerful; 
Then I restored what I took not away. 
O God, Thou knowest my foolishness 
And my trespasses are not hid from Thee. 
Let not them that wait on Thee 
Be put to shame in me, Lord, Jehovah of Hosts. 
Let not those who seek Thee 
Be confounded in me, God of Israel. 

That the foundation of this Psalm is also a personal history of 
David, one of his experiences in suffering, must be assumed, though 
the exact time when he wrote this Psalm cannot be ascertained. 
The quotation of the words "they that hate Me without a cause 
are more than the hairs of My head" in John 15:25 is the evidence 
that our Lord in His suffering is here prophetically in view. We 
hear His cry as the waters come unto His holy soul. We behold 
Him going into the depths of the waters of sorrow and judgment 
for us. He sinks into the mire and floods overflow Him. We 
hears His cries "when He had offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears, unto Him that was able to save Him 
from out of death" (Heb. 5:7). It is all descriptive of His vicarious 
suffering. But more than that is here. He restored what He had 
not taken away. This brings into view the trespass offering, which 
reveals the glorious fact that in the vicarious sufferings of Christ 
more than that is restored which the enemy had taken away. 
He owns the foolishness and trespass of lost sinners as His own. 
Augustine in his exposition of this Psalm found great difficulty 
in verse 5 in his attempt to explain everything in this Psalm as 
a prophecy of Christ; he escapes from the difficulty by saying 
that the words apply to the members of Christ, and not to the 
Head. And those that seek the God of Israel, those that wait on 
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Him, trust in His promises of redemption, will not be put to shame. 
His atoning work meets all their need. 

II. Bearing Reproach. (Verses 7-12.) 
Because for Thy sake I have borne reproach; 
Shame hath covered my face. 
I have become a stranger to my brethren, 
And an alien to tbe children of my mother. 
For the zeal for Thy house hath consumed me, 
And the reproaches of those that reproached Thee 
Are fallen upon Me. 
While my soul fasted I wept, 
And it became a reproach to me. 
I made sackcloth also my garment. 
And I became a proverb unto them. 
They that sit in the gate talk of me; 
And the songs of them that drink strong drink concern me. 

Much in this prophecy was fulfilled in His three years' ministry 
among His people. It brings before us the strife and contention 
from the side of His enemies when He walked in His loveliness 
amongst them. He bore reproach and the reproaches fell upon 
Him, while shame covered His face. He suffered among His own, 
who cast Him out, refused Him as their Messiah and Lord, so 
that He became a stranger to them. Similar words are found in 
Psalms 27:10; 31:11; 38:11. 

Verse 9 is quoted in the second chapter of John's Gospel. He 
cleansed the temple, His Father's house, and said those significant 
words: "Take these things hence, make not My Father's house 
a house of merchandise." It was then that His disciples, who 
knew these Psalms, were reminded of this verse. They remem¬ 
bered that it is written, "The zeal of Thine house hath eaten 
Me up." This is the more remarkable, as often these disciples 
did not understand the prophetic Scriptures and their eyes were 
holden not to see the sufferings of the Christ in Scripture. 

III. His Own Prayer. (Verses 13-21.) 
But as for me, my prayer is unto Thee, Jehovah, 
In a time of acceptance: 
O God in the multitude of Thy loving-kindness, hear me. 
In the truth of Thy salvation. 
Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink; 
Let me be delivered from them that hate me, 
And from the deep waters. 
Let not the waterflood overflow me, 
Nor let the deep swallow me up; 
And let not the pit shut her mouth upon Me. 
Answer me, O Lord, for Thy loving-kindness is good, 
Turn unto me according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies 
And hide not Thy face from Thy servant, 
For I am in trouble, answer me speedily. 
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Draw near to my soul and redeem it; 
Because of mine enemies, set me free. 
Thou hast known my reproach and my shame and my dishonor; 
Mine oppressors are all before Thee. 
Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed; 
I looked for sympathy and there was none, 
And for comforters, and found none. 
They gave me also gall for my food, 
And in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

These verses give us a glimpse into the secret prayer life of our 
Lord. How many times He was alone whole nights and days in 
the desert places and in the mountains. The Gospel records tell 
us that He prayed. What He prayed is not revealed. But here 
we learn what He must have prayed, for these words are the pro¬ 
phetic, the pre-written soul agonies of the Holy One. 

Here again we read of His deep distress, but also of the assur¬ 
ance of His deliverance and of His victory. The deep and the 
pit in which He was to go, and into which He went, could not hold 
Him. He was saved out of it, though He went there to save and 
to deliver. His comfort was that God knew and saw all the re¬ 
proach, the shame, the dishonor heaped upon Him. All that His 
oppressors did against Him was known to God. 

Some teach upon the statement of verse 20 the idea that our 
Lord died of a "broken heart." But He did not. It is not His 
physical heart which is mentioned here. Our Lord's life was not 
surrendered and given because weakness forced Him to die; He 
gave His life, and the loud cry on the cross ere He dismissed His 
spirit is the evidence of it. And in all He stood alone. He looked 
for sympathy and conforters but there were none. 

Verse 21 is quoted in all the four Gospels. While hanging on 
the Cross He knew that all Scriptures as to His vicarious suffering 
were being fulfilled. But then He remembered this verse, and 
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled He said, " I thirst." 

IV. The Retribution. (Verses 22-28.) 

Let their table become a snare before them 
And their very welfare a trap. 
Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; 
And make their loins continually to shake. 
Pour out Thine indignation upon them 
And let the fierceness of Thine anger take hold of them. 
Let their habitation be desolate. 
Let there be no dweller in their tents. 
For they have persecuted Him whom Thou has smitten. 
And they talk of the sorrow of Thy wounded ones. 
Add iniquity unto their iniquity; 
And let them not come into Thy righteousness. 
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living. 
And with the righteous let them not be written. 
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Here is a revelation of the retribution which is to come upon 
the enemies of Christ and the enemies of His people. The eleventh 
chapter in the Roman Epistle applies these words to the Jewish 
people. And how literally they have been fulfilled in their history 
up to the present time. But these words also have a wider appli¬ 
cation. All the enemies of Christ, who reject Him, are included. 

"The time yet comes in which the eyes darken, and that in 
which was men's confidence, is removed. Then the "loins" begin 
to "shake." The dread of the unseen, never anything else but a 
dread, comes upon them. God begins to be manifested, but in 
wrath which lays hold upon the guilty. Presently a desolate 
camp in the desert, a "wall" as the idea is—a mockery of protection 
for the feebleness that sought once to it for shelter, but is gone; 
the tents there, but empty—becomes the figure of their doom; 
themselves, where are they?"* 

V. His Exaltation and Victory. (Verses 29-33.) 

But I—poor and suffering; 
Thy salvation, O God, shall set me on high. 
I will praise the Name of God with a song; 
And magnify Him with thanksgiving. 
And it shall please Jehovah more than an ox, 
A bullock with horns and cloven hoofs. 
The afflicted see it and rejoice; 
Ye that seek God, your heart shall live. 
For Jehovah heareth the needy, 
And His prisoners He has not despised. 
Let heaven and earth praise Him, 
The seas and everything that moveth therein. 
For God will save Zion, and build the cities of Judah, 
And men shall dwell there and possess it; 
And the seed of His servants shall inherit it, 
And they that love His Name shall abide therein. 

Blessed words these! The afflicted One, the One who passed 
through the deep waters, the hated and despised One, who carried 
our sorrows and griefs, is now seen exalted. Saved out of death 
by His glorious resurrection He is set on high. All that the New 
Testament reveals so fully (Eph. 1:19-23; Phil. 2: Heb. 1) is 
indicated in the one sentence, "Thy salvation, O God, setteth Me 
on high." The victory is won. Sin and Satan defeated,death 
and the grave conquered. All is now praise. God is glorified. 
The kingdom has come at last and heaven and earth praise Him. 
The sea also joins in with all its living creatures. Israel, Zion, has 
its inheritance, and His seed inherits it all. They that are His 
abide in the glorious inheritance. 

What a precious Psalm it is! It begins with the cry of the One 
'Numerical Bible. 
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who bore our sins in His body, who suffered for our sake. It ends 
with the glorious results of His atoning work. 

THE SEVENTIETH PSALM 
O God, make haste to deliver Me; 
O Jehovah, to help Me make haste! 
Let them be ashamed and confounded 
That seek after My soul: 
Let them be turned backward and put to confusion 
That desire My hurt. 
Let them be turned back as a reward of their shame, 
Who say, Aha! Aha! 
Let all those that seek Thee be glad and rejoice in Thee, 
And let them that love Thy salvation say at all times 
"God be magnified." 
But I am poor and needy; 
Make haste unto Me, O God! 
My Help and My Deliverer art Thou; 
O Jehovah, tarry not. 

This Psalm does not need an analytical exposition on account of 
its simplicity. It is a repetition of the last five verses of the 
Fortieth Psalm. But there are variations. They are the fol¬ 
lowing: O! God—instead of O! Jehovah in Psalm 40. The "be 
pleased" in the Fortieth Psalm is omitted. The word "together" 
in Psalm 40:14 is here not given. Then the words in the fortieth 
Psalm, "the Lord thinketh upon Me," are not in the Seventieth 
Psalm, and instead of them we have "Make haste unto Me, O 
God." 

We need not mention here how the critics have used the repeti¬ 
tion of part of the Fortieth Psalm as an argument against the 
inspiration of this book. The Psalm as it is here is "to bring to 
remembrance," as the inscription states. It is therefore, as a 
critic says, "a fragment accidentally here inserted." It is that 
He may again be remembered who suffered, who is the trespass 
offering (as seen in the preceding Psalm) and the burnt offering 
also. Not David is the speaker, but the Lord Himself, the same 
whose voice we heard in the beginning of the Sixty-ninth Psalm. 
We are reminded then of Him once more who is the source of all 
blessing and hope. All those that seek God can now be glad 
and rejoice, and those who love His salvation can say at all times 
"God be magnified." And all because He who was rich became 
poor and needy for our sakes. 

This Psalm also has a special meaning in connection with the 
Jewish remnant in the last days. They pass through great suf¬ 
ferings; the enemies surround them on all sides. They pray for 
deliverance. "Let them be turned backward and put to con¬ 
fusion that desire my hurt." They pray as He prayed when 
surrounded by His enemies. 0 Jehovah, tarry not! will be their 
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prayer as the time of their great tribulation nears its end, and that 
prayer will be answered by the coming of the King and His 
Kingdom as revealed in the last Psalm of this section, the Seventy-
second. The Church too is praying "Lord tarry not! Even so, 
Come, Lord Jesus," and some day that cry will be suddenly 
answered by His Coming to receive us unto Himself. 

THE SEVENTY-FIRST PSALM 

The Psalm of the Suffering Messiah (the sixty-ninth) and the 
Psalm of remembrance (the seventieth) are followed by a prophetic 
Psalm which reveals the rejuvenation of Israel, and their coming 
deliverance and glory. It is all couched in the language of prayer, 
ending in stanzas of joyful assurance and praise. The Psalm has 
no inscription, and various guesses have been made as to its 
authorship. One of these claims that Jeremiah may have written 
it, because the style "is not unlike Jeremiah's, and there is the 
same plaintive elegiac strain which we find in his writings." But 
this is only guesswork. While this Psalm reveals the past and 
the future of Israel, it has in it also much spiritual instruction for 
any believer. On account of verses 9 and 18 it has been termed 
the Psalm for old age. 

I. Israel's Declaration of Trust. (Verses 1-5.) 

In Thee, Jehovah, have I taken refuge; 
Let me never be ashamed. 
Deliver me in Thy righteousness 
And cause me to escape. 
Incline Thine ear unto me, and save me. 
Be Thou to me a rock-habitation 
To which I may always flee. 
Thou hast given commandment to save me; 
For Thou art my rock and my fortress. 
O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked one— 
From the grasp of the unrighteous and cruel man. 
For Thou art my hope, O Lord, Jehovah! 
My confidence from my youth. 

Israel's song of hope begins thus, and it is sung in the night of 
trouble. We are once more projected into the time of Jacob's 
trouble, after the Christian dispensation is closed, and the last 
seven years of the interrupted Jewish age are here. As some of 
our readers may not be acquainted with the end of the Jewish age 
we mention briefly the great prophecy in Daniel 9. There the 
Prophet received a revelation as to the time when the Jewish 
hope of the ages would be fulfilled. The 70 year weeks make 
490 years. Of these 483 years are marked off, and at the close 
of these 483 years, the Messiah, our Lord, was cut off, crucified, 
and received not the kingdom. Then God interrupted these 490 
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years. He left seven years yet to come. With the rejection of 
Christ by the Jewish people, this age in which we live began. It 
is a parenthesis, so to speak. It is not reckoned in Scripture, nor 
does any one know its duration. But when God's purpose in this 
present age is accomplished, which purpose is the calling of the 
Church by the preaching of the Gospel, then the Jewish age will 
be wound up by the missing week of Daniel 9, the last seven years. 
During these years the believing Jewish remnant will be on earth, 
and suffer, and wait in suffering for the fulfilment of their promises 
of hope. 

The opening verses reveal the confidence and trust of that 
remnant. They are praying in faith for deliverance and that they 
might escape. The wicked one, the unrighteous and cruel man, 
is none other than the false Messiah, the man of sin and the son 
of perdition (2 Thess. 2). They know that the Lord has given 
commandment to save them, that they shall not perish during that 
awful time of trouble. The knowledge that they shall be saved 
they gain through the messages of the prophets, in which every¬ 
where the Holy Spirit reveals the fact that "they shall be saved out 
of it." And so they trust and pray. 

II. A Retrospect as to Their Miraculous Preservation. 
(Verses 6-11.) 

By Thee have I been upheld from the womb; 
Thou art He that took me out of my mother's bowels; 
My praise shall be continuously of Thee. 
I have become as a wonder to many. 
But Thou art my strong refuge." 
My mouth shall be filled with Thy praise 
And with Thy glory all the day long. 
Cast me not away in the time of old age, 
When my strength faileth, leave me not. 
For mine enemies have said of me— 
And they that watch for my soul take counsel together 
Saying: God hath forsaken him, 
Pursue and seize him for there is none to deliver. 

Here is a glance over their past national history. Israel's 
history from the very beginning is the history of miracle. The 
promises of God centered in Isaac, and he came into existence 
through a miracle. Sarah's womb was a grave, but against the 
law of nature God touched that grave and Isaac, God's laughter 
(Isaac means laughter) was born. Then their birth as a nation 
in Egypt was connected with miracles, and above all their wonder¬ 
ful preservation is the standing miracle of history. He has kept 
them in spite of their unbelief. But during that time of trouble 
there is an awakening. Surrounded by enemies they trust in 
Him who preserved them in the past, and now in the tune of old 



THE SEVENTY-FIRST P9AIAI 279 

age, in the midst of decay on all sides, they know He will not for¬ 
sake them. 

III. Their Heart Cry. (Verses 12-18.) 
0 God, be not far from me; 
My God, hasten to help me. 
Let them be ashamed, yea, consumed, 
That are against my soul. 
Let them be covered with reproach and confusion 
That seek my hurt. 
But for me, I will always hope 
And will praise Thee more and more. 
My mouth shall tell of Thy righteousness, 
Of Thy salvation all the day, 
For I know not the numbers thereof. 
1 will go in the might of the Lord Jehovah, 
I will make mention of Thy righteousness, of Thine alone. 
O God, Thou hast taught me from my youth, 
And hitherto do I declare Thy wondrous works. 
Now, also, when I am old and grayheaded, O God, forsake me not 
Till I declare Thine arm to this generation. 
Thy might unto all that are come. 

Here is written prophetically their heart cry and their deep 
longing during their final struggle. They cry to a God of righteous¬ 
ness to whom belongeth vengeance. They call upon Him to judge 
their enemies. But though the angry waves of tribulation dash 
over them with increasing force, they continue to hope and trust. 
They praise Him more and more. They extol His righteousness 
and His salvation. Both are recognized as infinitely beyond man's 
power to calculate, "I know not the numbers thereof." Hope 
and confidence fills them; they realize that they can conquer 
through the might of Jehovah. And through them His arm of 
power is to be made known to their own generation and to those 
which will yet come. 

IV. Their Revival and Song of Victory. (Verses 19-24.) 
Thy righteousness, also, O God, reacheth to the height, 
Thou who hast done great things. 
0 God, who is like unto Thee? 
Thou who hast shown to us distresses and many troubles 
Shalt revive us again. 
And bring us up again from the depths of the earth. 
Do Thou increase my greatness. 
And comfort me on every side. 
1 will also praise Thee with the Psaltery, 
Even Thy Truth my God. 
Unto Thee will I sing Psalms with the harp, 
Thou holy One of Israel. 
My lips shall sing aloud when I Psalm unto Thee 
And my soul which Thou hast redeemed. 
My tongue also shall talk of Thy righteousness all the day. 
For they shall be ashamed, for they shall be brought to confusion That seek my hurt. 
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Prayer and longing for deliverance now is changed into praise. 
After trouble upon trouble there comes the time of revival. They 
know it comes and they will be brought back from the depths of 
the earth. Then they break out in singing. They praise and 
worship Him who is the Holy One of Israel, none other than the 
once despised Christ, our Lord Jesus Christ. And when that tune 
comes their enemies will have perished. The next Psalm, the 
last of this Exodus section, reveals the King and His Kingdom, 
which comes with His coming and Israel's deliverance and 
restoration. 

THE SEVENTY-SECOND PSALM 

With this Psalm we conclude the second section of this great 
collection of inspired praise, prayer and prophecy. As we called 
attention when we began these studies, this second section 
corresponds to the Book of Exodus in the Pentateuch. Like 
Exodus, the opening Psalms 42-48 reveal a suffering people and 
their deliverance. We found over and over again how the Psalms 
in this section picture the suffering of the future remnant of Israel 
passing through the great tribulation. We also saw the prophecies 
here of their troubler, the man of sin, and what will happen when 
the King returns and is enthroned as Lord of all. 

Exodus ends with the setting up of the tabernacle and the visible 
glory of the Lord entering in, filling the tabernacle, and dwelling 
in the midst of His people. This section of the Psalms ends with 
the great kingdom Psalm, showing prophetically the return of the 
Lord, and the glories of His Kingdom in the midst of restored and 
regenerated Israel. 

Is this Psalm Davidic or is Solomon the author? Some scholars, 
like Delitzsch, say that Solomon is the .author. The inscription 
does not mention David, but it is L'Salmon—for Solomon. These 
scholars claim that in style and general character the Psalm has 
not the least kinship with the Psalms of David. They attempt to 
prove that the proverb-like style, for the most part distichic, 
corresponds with the Solomonic literature. All these claims are 
upset by the last stanza of this Psalm, "the prayers of David the 
son of Jesse are ended." While David's name does not appear 
in the inscription of the Psalm it is given at the close. The words, 
"For Solomon" do not mean that he is the author, but that 
Solomon is the subject of the Psalm. But while the son of 
David, Solomon (which means—Peace) may have been in David's 
mind, the true Solomon, the King of Righteousness and the King 
of Peace is the real object of this Psalm. 
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I. The King of Righteousness. (Verses 1-4.) 
0 God, give the King Thy judgments 
And Thy righteousness unto the King's Son. 
He will judge Thy people in righteousness, 
And Thine afflicted with judgment. 
The mountains shall bring peace to the people, 
And the hills, by righteousness. 
He will do justice to the afflicted of the people; 
He shall save the children of the needy. 
And shall break in pieces the oppressor. 

The Psalm opens with a prayer that the judgments might be 
given to the King, and righteousness to the King's Son. The 
Lord Jesus Christ is in view here as King and as the King's Son. 
The throne of David belongs to Him; He is entitled to it. All is 
summed up in Gabriel's message to the Virgin Mother of our 
Lord, "He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest, 
and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father 
David and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:32, 33). A spiritual¬ 
izing method, which has wrought such havoc with true interpre¬ 
tation, claims that the throne of David is in heaven, and that the 
sons of Jacob mean the Church. The throne of David He did 
not receive as the result of His first coming in humiliation. Accord¬ 
ing to the great Danielian prophecy (chapter 9) He was cut off 
and received nothing. But He will receive that promised throne 
when He comes the second time. For this prayer is made in the 
beginning of this Psalm. It corresponds to the petition of the 
prayer which our Lord gave to His disciples: "Thy Kingdom 
come." 

Righteousness and peace are mentioned in verses 2 and 3. 
The One who comes is the true Melchizedek, the King-Priest, the 
King of Righteousness and the King of Peace. Scripture never 
puts peace before righteousness, but always after, because the 
work of righteousness is peace and the effect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance forever (Isa. 32:17). His work of 
righteousness which He worked not in His life, but in His death 
on the cross, has secured peace. It is peace now for all who trust 
in Hun and are justified by Faith (Rom. 5:1). And when He 
comes and begins His Kingly rule of righteousness He is going to 
judge in righteousness, and the afflicted, the remnant of His 
people, who suffered so much preceding His coming will be 
remembered in mercy. 

But what is the meaning of the "mountains shall bring peace 
to the people, and the hills, by righteousness"? It has been 
applied literally, "Mountains and hills describe the whole land, 
of which they are the high points visible afar off . . . peace 
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will be the fruit which ripens upon every mountain and hill; 
universal prosperity satisfied and contented within itself" 
(Delitzsch). We do not accept this. Mountains in Scripture 
are used symbolically for political and governmental powers, such 
as kingdoms and hills mean lesser powers. When Christ is King 
over all, the kingdoms of this world and all other powers, like 
republics, must submit to Him, by Him righteousness will be 
established and the result will be that universal peace which a 
misguided Christendom tries to produce during this Kingless age. 

The children of the needy will be saved. The rich men who 
heaped treasures together for the last days (James 5), and did it 
at the expense of the poor and needy, will be no more. And the 
oppressor of all, the enemy, who has defied God and His Truth, 
will be forever gone. 

II. The Kingdom From Sea to Sea. (Verses 5-11.) 
They shall fear Thee as long as sun and moon endure. 
From generation to generation. 
He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
As showers that water the earth. 
In His days shall the righteous flourish, 
And abundance of peace till the moon be no more. 
And He shall have dominion from sea to sea. 
And from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
The desert dwellers shall bow before Him, 
And his enemies shall lick the dust. 
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 
Yea.^all kings shall bow down before Him; 
All nations shall serve Him. 

And now we have a prophetic glimpse of that coming kingdom, 
which can only come with the coming of the King. It will be a 
kingdom that endures. His fear will be from generation to 
generation; all will endure as sun and moon endure. "Those 
glowing orbs of heaven are indeed the typical representatives of 
such power as this, the underived and the reflected; lights that 
have never erred from their appointed place since the day they 
were commissioned to 'give light upon the earth' ". The gracious 
and beneficial aspect of His kingdom is mentioned in verse 6, 
"He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass, as showers 
that water the earth." A field has been mown, the flowers 
have been cut down, and now it lies in a parched condition. But 
what a change when rain falls and showers come! How all will 
be refreshed and ere long new life spring up. Preceding the 
coming of the King great upheavals took place. The sickle of 
judgment cut down the high and lofty things. All is in a parched 
condition. But with His coming, when in wrath also mercy will 
be remembered (Hab. 3) there will be a great and a gracious 
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reviving. Ezekiel tells us of that time of the kingdom, "There 
shall be showers of blessing" (Ezek. 34:26). The real showers 
of blessing will fall then, and as a result there will come "the 
times of refreshing" (Acts 3:19-20). 

The righteous will flourish then and abundance of peace will 
follow. He has come to speak peace to the nations. No longer 
will nation lift up sword against nation. No more will wars and 
rumors of war trouble the people. True peace and safety has 
come at last. Israel's land will nourish in its God-given territory, 
from the river, the Euphrates, to that other river, the Nile, and 
from there the kingdom will extend "unto the ends of the earth." 

The desert dwellers will acknowledge His authority and worship 
the King, for the promise is fulfilled, "the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the rose" (Isa. 35:1). His enemies shall lick 
the dust. His enemies are all who opposed Him, who denied and 
rejected Him; the modern enemies of the Bible, of the Deity of 
Christ, of the Cross and the Gospel of Christ are included. Then 
(Phil 3:18-19) will be fulfilled, "The enemies of the cross, whose 
end is destruction." 

Then those from afar are brought into the Kingdom. All kings 
shall bow before Him and all nations shall serve Him. 

III. The Blessed and Glorious Reign. (Verses 12-20.) 
For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth, 
And the afflicted who is without a helper. 
He shall have compassion on the poor and needy 
And shall save the souls of the needy ones. 
He will redeem their souls from oppression and violence 
And precious shall their blood be in His sight.. 
And He shall live: and to Him shall be given the gold of Sheba; 
And prayer shall be made for Him continually. 
All the day shall He be blessed. 
There shall be abundance of corn on the earth. 
Even to the-top of the mountains; 
The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: 
And they of the City shall bloom like the herb of the earth. 
His Name shall endure forever: 
His Name shall continue as the sun: 
And men shall bless themselves in Him: 
All nations shall call Him blessed. 
Blessed be Jehovah Elohim, the God of Israel, 
Who alone doeth wondrous things! 
And blessed be His glorious Name for ever! 
And let the whole earth be filled with His glory! 

Amen and Amen! 
The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended. 

How prominently the poor and the needy, the impoverished 
and afflicted ones are mentioned in this Psalm! He Himself 
was the poor and needy One on the earth, and so in His great 
loving kindness He has the deepest sympathy with the poor and 
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needy. Before He comes to deliver, the sufferings of the poor 
will be great. And He comes and delivers. Afterwards poverty 
and misery as it is now in the greater part of the race will cease, 
for all human needs will be supplied in great abundance. "He 
shall live" should be rendered (as the Revised Version) they shall 
live, that is, the poor and needy. But to Him shall be given the 
gold of Sheba. 

As He is not only the King, but the Priest upon His throne, the 
true Melchizedek, prayer will be made for Hun. And because 
He reigns as King of Righteousness and as the Priest upon the 
throne, creation will receive its fullest blessing. Nature will 
yield the increase. Corn will be in abundance, even covering 
the tops of the mountains. So marvelous will be these cornfields 
that they look like the towering cedars of Lebanon. And they 
of the city will also flourish and increase like herbs of the earth. 
And who could write in fullest appreciation of the closing words 
of this great prophecy! His Name will endure! His Name will 
continue! As we read elsewhere, "Thou remainest!" His 
glorious Name is on the lips of all nations—all nations call Him 
blessed. 

Then follows the fullest blessing of the Lord God, the God of 
Israel and His glorious Name. "And let the whole earth be 
filled- with His glory." Even so, it shall be in "that day." The 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of His spiritual, as well as 
His visible glory. Amen and Amen! Even so it shall be. 

"The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended." What 
nonsense the blind critics have mumbled! They approach the 
Holy Word of God with their human wisdom, their assumed 
scholarship, and sit in judgment upon that which will ultimately 
judge and condemn them. They ramble about a "redactor" or a 
"collector" who put the Bible books together. And here they 
say the collector blundered when he declared that all the Psalms 
of David had now been recorded. Poor blind critic! David, no 
doubt, received this great prophetic Psalm in answer to his prayer-
request to know more about that coming kingdom of the true 
Solomon. Then the Lord gave him this great vision which he 
recorded by his inspired pen. And when it was finished and he 
read it, He cried out in worship and in praise, "The prayers of 
David, the son of Jesse, are ended." I need not to pray for a 
vision of this kingdom! I have seen it! I have nothing more to 
pray for! 
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THE SEVENTY-THIRD PSALM 

With this Psalm we begin the third division of this great book, 
corresponding to the third book of the Pentateuch, the book of 
Leviticus. As is well known to all students of the Word of God, 
Leviticus is the book of "Holiness unto the Lord," and so we find 
much in these Psalms concerning God's holiness and also the 
great theme of the previous Psalms, the coming deliverance of 
the remnant of Israel. It is the briefest of all the Psalm divisions. 
Only seventeen Psalms are grouped in this section; and the first 
eleven are so-called "Asaph Psalms," for he is the author of them. 

According to 1 Chronicles 23:2-5 the thirty-eight thousand 
Levites were divided by David into four divisions (24,000+6,000+ 
4,000+4,000). To the last division of four thousand was assigned 
the musical side of worship. Out of this division a select company 
of two hundred eighty and eight singers was singled out and 
divided into twenty-four courses. These were placed under 
different song leaders, and one of them was Asaph, the Gershonite. 
He was a player on the Cymbal, and from 1 Chronicles 16:5 we 
learn that he was the chief of sacred music. Besides being a 
musician of note he was also a Song writer, a Psalmist. Several 
times he is placed alongside of David (2 Chron. 29:30). The 
additional fact is revealed that besides being a musician, a song 
writer, he was also a seer, a prophet. The prophetic character 
of these eleven Asaph Psalms will be fully pointed out in our 
exposition. 

The first Psalm of this series is concerned with the perplexing 
question, for the Jewish Saint in Old Testament times, as to the 
prosperity of the wicked, the suffering of the righteous, and how 
this problem can be explained in view of God's holiness. There 
follows a solution and God's dealings are seen vindicated. Divine 
holiness is fully consistent with the suffering of the righteous. 

I. The Perplexity. (Verses 1-3.) 

Truly God is good to Israel, 
Such as are of a pure heart. 
But as for me, my feet were almost gone. 
My steps had well nigh slipped. 
For I was envious of the proud, 
As I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

It is a. great assuring statement with which Asaph'begins this 
Psalm. It was given to him by the Holy Spirit, and he uttered 
it in faith. God in His holiness can only be good to the true 
Israel, to those who are pure in heart, who are separated unto 
Himself and who walk in His ways. He is good and kind to 
those who are His own. It might appear in adversity that He is 
angry with them, but in reality, in spite of afflictions which are 
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often their lot, He is kindly and graciously disposed towards them. 
But it is a hard lesson for faith to learn. The saintly Asaph 

passed through such a trial of faith. He saw these proud, wicked 
boasters in great prosperity, and he confessed that his feet were 
almost gone; he well nigh slipped. 

II. A Description of the Prosperous Wicked. (Verses 4-9.) 
For they have no pangs in their death 
And their strength is well nourished. 
They have not the hardships of mankind, 
Neither are they troubled like other men. 
Therefore pride is worn by them like a necklace, 
They are covered by violence as a garment. 
Their eyes bulged out for fatness, 
They surpass the imaginations of their heart. 
They are scoffers and speak wickedly of oppression—-
They speak exaltingly. 
They set their mouth in the heavens, 
And their tongue stalketh through the earth. 

According to all appearances, as the godly study the lives of the 
ungodly, they seem to be exempt from what is befalling mankind. 
They seem to enjoy peace and strength of body in their lot, while 
they enjoy the comforts of life. Year in and year out all seems 
to go well with them. 

But they do not acknowledge the kindness of the Giver. It 
does not humble them, but instead the evil tendencies of their 
evil heart increase. The great ornament is not humility, but 
pride, which they wear boastingly like a necklace. They indulge 
in all forms of violence, nor do they hide it, but they display it 
publicly, like a garment. Their eyes are insolent and defying, 
they bulge out with fatness. With their boasting words—they are 
as if they were in the heavens, they think themselves superior 
to everybody, while their boasting tongue claims the whole earth. 

It is a fine description of the wicked in their prosperity, hi 
then- character, in their scoffing and arrogant pride of three 
thousand years ago. But the description fits our times as well. 
The human heart does not change, nor is there any improvement 
in this present evil age. But it is written, "But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived" 
(2 Tim. 3:13). 

ffl. The Effect Upon His People. (Verses 10-14.) 
Therefore His people turn hither. 
And waters to the full are drained by them. 
And they say, How can God know, 
And is there knowledge in the Most High? 
Behold these are the wicked, and they prosper in the world; 
Their wealth increases. 
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Verily in vain have I cleansed my heart, 
And washed my hands in innocency; 
For all the day have I been plagued, 
And chastened every morning. 

Here breaks in the note of those among the professing people of 
God who are swayed by these conditions; they are staggered, and 
seeing the prosperity of the ungodly they fall in with them. They 
drain the waters of pleasure and boast in them. The fact that 
these ungodly are so prosperous in material things, that their 
wealth increases, they become richer and richer, leads these 
shallow thinkers, without spiritual conception, to conclude that 
God does not know and has no knowledge of these things. They 
imagine that their lives of separation, heart cleansing and spiritual 
exercises were all in vain. And men speaking in such a way 
prove thereby that they are not "the pure in heart" (verse 1), 
but that they have never known God. 

IV. The Solution of the Problem. (Verses 15-20.) 

If I say, I will speak thus, 
Behold, I should be faithless to the genera¬ 

tion of Thy children. 
When I attempted to know this, 
It was too hard for me, 
Until I went into the sanctuary of God—• 
Then understood I their end. 
Truly Thou settest them in smooth places, 
Thou dost hurl them down to destruction. 
How suddenly they are made desolate! 
They pass away consumed with terrors. 
As a dream when one awaketh, 
Wilt Thou, Lord, on arising despise their image. 

Now Asaph as a true Israelite speaks. He could and would 
not speak thus, for in doing so he would be faithless to the gene¬ 
ration of the pious of former generations. He does not side with 
the apostates, who turn their backs upon God and fall in line 
with the prosperous wicked. But he confesses his great per¬ 
plexity. The problem is too deep for him. How is it that the 
God of Israel has promised blessing and prosperity to His trusting 
people, the pure in heart, and on the other hand, He has pro¬ 
nounced curses upon all evildoers—and what does he behold? 
The wicked flourish; the godly suffer! The wicked increase in 
riches, the godly are in poverty and in want! It is too hard 
for me! 

But as a true Saint he knows the way that problems will be 
solved. He knows to whom he can go with his perplexity. He 
draws near to God. That is the sanctuary he means. He calls 
upon His Name. As Hezekiah did with the vile message of the 
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enemy, he spreads it all before the Lord. And in the sanctuary 
of His presence, God answers and gives him the solution. 

He beholds through divine illumination their end. All their 
prosperity in smooth places, their pleasures and their honors, are 
like a dream. But there is coming an awakening. It is coming 
when the Lord arises. When, as Asaph testified before (Psa. 50) 
our God shall come and keep silence no longer. Then sudden 
destruction comes upon them. Suddenly under the judgment 
stroke of a holy and righteous God they pass away. They are 
consumed with terrors. It is the same vision as to the coming 
judgment of the ungodly as we have it in the New Testament 
(2 Thess. 1:7-9). 

V. Asaph's Confession and Triumphant Faith. (Verses 21-26.) 
When my heart was in turmoil, 
And I was pricked in my reins. 
Then I acted the brute and was ignorant; 
I was as a beast with Thee. 
Nevertheless I am continually with Thee; 
Thou hast holden my right hand; 
Thou wilt guide me by Thy counsel 
And afterwards receive me in glory. 
Whom have I in heaven but Thee? 
And there is none upon earth whom I desire beside Thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth— 
God is the rock of my heart and my portion for ever. 

Marvelous words these are! Some day when we meet this 
great Saint up yonder we expect to thank him for this outburst 
and its blessed, precious lessons. The Spirit of God poured these 
glowing words into the pen of this seer. It must have been the 
result of his humiliation. He humbled himself first. He con¬ 
fesses that his heart was greatly agitated. In even considering 
the problem as to the wicked and their prosperity he had acted 
the beast. As the beast knows not God and leaves out God, so 
he was before God. And now we listen to faith and hope coming 
from the heart and lips of an Old Testament Saint. 

Nevertheless—in spite of all perplexities, hardships, difficulties, 
trials and troubles, I am continually with Thee. His faith lays 
hold on Hun and He in turn holds fast His Saint. And so He 
"who has the seven stars in His hand" holds fast His Saints. 
He speaks of guidance. He will surely guide through all the 
labyrinth of human experience, and afterwards the reception in 
glory. 

But compared with us, how little knowledge Asaph had of 
that coming glory, of that coming face to face meeting! He longs 
for glory, but only One is there for Hun. And if He said only 
One, how much more should we be able to say it, we who know 
so fully Him who is there! And still greater—none on earth 
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beside Himself. Everything may fail—he shall be sustained, for 
God is his rock and his everlasting portion. 

VI. His Final Word. (Verses 27-28.) 

For behold, they that are far from Thee shall perish; 
Every one that leaves Thee deliberately shalt Thou destroy. 
But as for me, it is good to draw near to God. 
I have put my trust in the Lord-Jehovah,— 
That I may declare all Thy works. 

It is the summing up of the whole story. The contrast between 
the wicked and the righteous is seen here once more. But let 
us remember and take it to heart as the great lesson of this Psalm 
—the need of the sanctuary, the presence of the Lord. It led 
to Asaph's humiliation and gave him the deeply spiritual witness. 

So let us say "It is good for me to draw near to God.' 

THE SEVENTY-FOURTH PSALM 

This most interesting Psalm is prophetic in a startling way. 
While the opening Psalm of the Leviticus section of this book 
revealed the inner, deep perplexity of the godly in meditating on 
the prosperity of the wicked, and the solution of the problem in 
the sanctuary, this Psalm shows the future action of the enemy 
against Israel. It reveals the profanation of the temple, Israel's 
sanctuary, and also records the future pleas of the godly remnant 
for deliverance. This Maskil of Asaph gives us a vision of the 
coming time of Jacob's trouble, the great tribulation, in store for 
Israel before the visible return of the King. 

A part of this Psalm is first of all prophetic of that terrible 
invasion of Immanuers land, which centuries later was revealed 
to Daniel (chapter 8). The prophet beheld a little horn and the 
awful work that horn would do. That little horn in Daniel 8:9 
must not be identified with the little horn which Daniel saw in 
the previous chapter (7:8). This ought to be clear to any intelli¬ 
gent reader of the text, that these two horns represent different 
persons. The little horn in Daniel's vision recorded in the seventh 
chapter appears on the fourth beast, representing the Roman 
Empire. It will be the political head of the revived Roman 
Empire. The little horn in Daniel 8 comes forth out of one of 
the divisions of the Alexandrian monarchy. He came in the 
person of Antiochus Epiphanes; his work of devastation is revealed 
in verses 4-11. He appeared in 170 B. C. to chastise Jerusalem 
and to carry away the most costly things of the Temple. At that 
tune many thousands of Jews were massacred and thousands more 
were sold as slaves. In 168 his troops came again; they laid 
the city waste with fire and sword and burnt down the temple 
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gates. Thousands more were slain. Then force was used to 
compel the Jews to adopt the heathen religion of the oppressor 
and to serve the Olympian Zeus (Jupiter). The temple was 
defiled and dedicated to the worship of idols. And this invasion 
and defilement is found written in this Psalm by the inspired 
pen of godly Asaph. And this Psalm, like the Danielian prophecy, 
will find its end fulfilment during the final seven years with which 
the times of the Gentiles close. It takes us into those future 
days of trouble, the time of the abomination of desolation, pre¬ 
dicated by Daniel and confirmed by our Lord (Matt. 24:15). 

I. The Cry of the Godly. (Verses 1-3.) 

Why, O God, hast Thou cast us off continually? 
Why doth Thine anger smoke against the sheep of Thy pastured 
Remember Thine Assembly, which Thou hast purchased of old. 
Which Thou hast redeemed for the portion of Thine inheritance. 
Even Mount Zion wherein Thou hast dwelled. 
Lift up Thy footsteps into the perpetual ruins— 
For everything hath the enemy destroyed in the sanctuary. 

This prayer anticipates the devastation of the enemy; the 
Spirit of God projected Asaph into the distant future. The 
godly Israelites then realize that they have been cast off con¬ 
tinually, not for ever, for that is impossible. They are indeed 
the sheep of His pasture, whom He has chosen as His people, 
and they remain His people as long as the sun and moon shine 
and the sea waves roar (Jer. 31:35-37). To teach as certain cults 
and theologians teach that God has nothing more for Israel, or 
that the "Church" is Israel, and the literal Israel is cast off 
forever, is a serious error. The prayer here has for its foundation, 
not what the people are in themselves, but what they are according 
to His Grace. He purchased them for His own inheritance. All 
those teachers, who rob Israel of its glorious future, and spiritualize 
the oath bound covenants, should remember that Christ died for 
that nation (John 11:51-52), and that their restoration and blessing 
is one of the future results of His precious death. The godly 
praying at that time ask Him to act in their behalf. They request 
that He turn His footsteps to the desolated places and bring 
deliverance. 

II. The Work of the Enemy. (Verses 4-9.) 

Thine adversaries roar in the midst of Thy place of assembly, 
They set up their signs as signs. 
It looked like lifting up axes in the thicket of the wood. 
And now they break down the carved wood completely. 
With hatchets and hammers they destroy. 
They have set on fire Thy sanctuary; 
They have profaned to the ground the habitation of Thy Name. 
They said in their hearts, We will destroy them altogether; 
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They have burned up the houses of God in the land. 
Our signs we see no longer, there is no longer any prophet, 
Neither is there among us any who knoweth how long. 

Twice the temple, the place of Israel's worship, was destroyed, 
and quite significantly it happened each time on the same day, 
the ninth day of the month Ab (August). The fifst time Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, in the sixth century before Christ, burned the sanc¬ 
tuary; the second time, in the year 70 A. D., the Roman army 
did the work. Both were ordered by God Himself. He sent 
Nebuchadnezzar to punish the house of Judah and end their 
worship; He sent the Roman army under Titus and used him to 
carry out His judgment sentence. But these events are not pre¬ 
dicted in the quoted verses. It is, as already stated, the invasion 
of the land by Antiochus Epiphanes. He rushed into Israel's 
land from the North without fear. Like the Assyrian he came 
with arrogant pride and blasphemous defiance and set up his 
signs, at the same time sweeping aside Israel's signs. Some have 
imagined that it meant the insignia used by an army, that 
Antiochus Epiphanes supplanted Israel's national emblems, or 
insignia, by those of his nation. The real meaning of the signs 
is explained by 1 Maccabees 1:45-49. 

"And the king sent letters by the hand of messengers unto 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah that they should follow laws 
strange to the land, and should forbid whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices and drink offerings in the sanctuary; and should profane 
the sabbaths and feasts, and pollute the sanctuary and them that 
were holy; that they should build altars and temples, and shrines 
for idols, and should sacrifice swine's flesh and. unclean beasts, 
and that they should leave their sons uncircumcised." That is, 
Israel's signs of separation had to be abandoned and the abomi¬ 
nations of the heathen were introduced. And so will it be again 
in the future, when Zionism has succeeded in erecting a temple 
and the ancient worship will be resumed. This will be made 
possible through the covenant with the "prince that shall come" 
(Dan. 9:26-27). But in the middle of the week he will break 
the covenant and the abomination of desolation will be set up, 
foreshadowed by what happened in the days of the Maccabees 
(see also Rev. 13:13, etc.). 

And very significantly the same first chapter of the first book 
of the Maccabees mentions this very term, "abomination of 
desolation" (verse 54). The enemy ruthlessly enters the sanctuary 
and with hatchets and hammers begins its work of destruction, 
defying the God of Israel. The aim is to destroy the nation 
altogether. The entire land will suffer also, and they destroy all 
the houses of God, the places where God is worshipped. What is 
going on in Russia today through a beastly, atheistic government, 
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is a faint picture of what will be during the great tribulation. 
They are destroying thousands of places of worship and changing 
them into dance halls and amusement places. And how long is 
it to continue? 

III. How Long, O God? (Verses 10-11.) 

How long, O God, shall the enemy reproach? 
Shall the enemy continually sneer at Thy Name? 
Why withdrawest Thou Thy hand and Thy right hand?" 
Out of Thine innermost bosom bring it forth. Destroy! 

This prayer, which follows the description of the work of the 
enemy, is interesting when we consider the appeal to "the right 
hand of God." The Lord Jesus Christ is not only at the right 
hand of God, but He is God's right hand, the One by whom God 
will act. To use the beautiful expression "out of Thine inner¬ 
most bosom bring it forth. Destroy!" in application, we can 
think of Him who is with the Father, inactive, as far as judgment 
manifestation is concerned. But now when the enemy blasphemes 
and lifts his arrogant head the time has come when God must bring 
Him forth to execute His judgments. See here the remarkable 
prayer in Psalm 80:17. 

IV. Retrospective References to Israel's History for Faith's 
Encouragement. (Verses 12-17.) 

And yet God is my King as of old, 
Working deliverances in the midst of the earth. 
Thou didst in Thy power divide the sea asunder, 
Thou hast broken the heads of the sea monsters upon the waters: 
Thou hast broken in pieces the heads of the leviathan, 
Thou gavest him as food to a people—the desert dwellers. 
Thou hast opened fountains and brooks; 
Thou hast dried up never-failing rivers. 
Thine is the day and Thine is the night; 
Thou hast prepared the star of the night and the sun. 
Thou hast established all the limits of the land— 
Summer and winter, Thou hast formed. 

These words are retrospective; they bring to remembrance 
what God did for His people as their King, the deliverances He 
wrought for them when He brought them out of Egypt. The 
leviathan (the crocodile) is the symbol of Egypt. The word"sea 
monster" is "tannin." It is translated in Ezekiel 29:3 with 
dragon and occurs in Ezekiel 32:2. Both times it means Egypt. 
As the leviathan, the crocodile and the sea dragon, the tannin, 
lift their heads out of the water and are killed by powerful strokes, 
so the Lord broke Egypt to pieces, and made a way for His 
people through the divided sea. The obscure "Thou gavest him 
as a food to a people—the desert dwellers" is easily understood 
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when one considers Numbers 14:9, where Israel's enemies are 
declared to be "food for them"; they became their spoil. He 
displayed His power also in their behalf by opening fountains and 
brooks, which evidently refers to the smitten rock from which the 
waters gushed forth; the dried up river is Jordan, through which 
they passed to enter the land. And this God who is ever on the 
side of His people and delivers them, is the Creator with omnipo¬ 
tent power. His is the day and His the night; the heavens are 
the works of His hands; summer and winter and everything else 
is under His control. These retrospects, the exercise of faith, 
this confidence in the mighty and faithful God, opens the way to 
the direct plea, so touching and beautiful, with which this Psalm 
ends. 

V. The Prayer to Remember and to Arise. (Verses 18-23.) 
Kemember it, that an enemy hath reproached Jehovah; 
And a foolish people hath scoffed at Thy Name. 
Give not up Thy turtle dove to the herd of greedy men; 
Forget not the company of Thine afflicted continually. 
Have respect unto the covenant; 
For the dark places of the earth are full of the dwellings of violence. 
O, let not the oppressed return ashamed, 
Let the afflicted and needy praise Thy Name. 
Arise, O God, and plead Thine own cause! 
Rememher how the fool reproacheth Thee all the day! 
Forget not the voice of Thine adversary! 
The tumult of those that rise up against Thee ascendeth continually. 

This is a noble language of faith, and much of this faith was 
expressed by the faithful Maccabees during the time of the inva¬ 
sion. The prayer should have also some meaning for us Christian 
believers living in these dark and evil days. The Name of God 
is blasphemed and the Name of Christ is scoffed at. Everywhere 
in Christendom the movement, which gathers fools, the Atheistic 
movement, is advancing. As we read here, it is the fool that 
reproacheth God. And the dark places of the earth are full of 
the dwellings of violence. But this is the time when we can 
appeal to God that He may remember and then arise and deal 
with the adversary. We can rest assured that there will be an 
answer from above, when God will not keep silence any longer. 

But the prayer will be prayed to the full, with full under¬ 
standing, during the great tribulation. Then the remnant of 
His people, surrounded by greedy men and evil doers, their 
enemies, will pray, moved by the Spirit, that He may remember^ 
Remember it! Forget not! Have respect unto Thy covenant! 
Forget not the voice of Thine adversaries! Arise, 0 God! And 
at that tune the answer will come as God answered the cry of the 
Maccabees in their trouble, only the coming answer will be the 
manifestations of the Lord, which will silence the enemy for ever. 
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The next Psalm, as we shall see, celebrates the answer to 
this prayer and brings before us prophetically the deliverance. 

THE SEVENTY-FIFTH PSALM 

The preceding Psalm had at its close the prayer, "Arise, O 
God! Plead Thine own cause." Here we find prophetically the 
answer to this prayer. It looks forward to the day when the 
great deliverance comes, when Christ will arise in His glorious 
majesty. His coming, His judgment and His kingdom are tersely 
stated in this brief Psalm. 

Unto Thee we give thanks, O God, we give thanks. 
And near is Thy Name, Thy wondrous works declare it. 

(Verse 1.) 

Here is the voice of thanksgiving of the godly remnant. They 
give thanks in anticipation of the near approach of Him who is 
deliverer, judge and king. His name is near; He cannot be far 
away, for His wondrous works declare it. What are these works! 
Not the wondrous works of His grace, but the wondrous works of 
His righteousness displayed in judgment. The forty-sixth Psalm 
told us of these works. There the remnant of godly Jews who 
have passed through the tribulation and the judgments which 
took place, says: "Comeand behold the works of the Lord, what 
desolations He hath made in the earth." 

For I will take hold of the set time; 
I will judge in uprightness. 
The earth and all its inhabitants are dissolved; 
I set up its pillars. Selah. (Verses 2-3.) 

The reader will note the changed translation. The authorized 
version states "When I will receive the congregation." The 
better translation is as we give it. The set time, the appointed 
time, is the time of His manifestation, when He is coming to 
judge. Of this He spoke in the Gospel of Mark: "Of that day 
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels that are in heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father" (Mark. 13:32). Such are the 
words recorded in the Gospel which reveal Him as the obedient 
servant, and a servant, as serving under God, knoweth not what 
His master doeth. In the Gospel of Matthew "neither the Son" 
is omitted. 

And so in the appointed time He comes to judge. He finds the 
earth in dissolution. Corruption has done its awful work; un¬ 
righteousness and lawlessness have worked to the utmost and 
brought their harvest. And He comes to set up the pillars upon 
which all rests again in truth and in righteousness. 
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I said unto the boasters, Boast not! 
And to the wicked, Lift not up the horn. 
Lift not up your horn on high, 
Speak not with an impudent neck. (Verses 4-5.) 

The proud boastings of man are rebuked by Him. It is pride 
and self-exaltation which has led to the dissolution and wicked¬ 
ness which the Judge finds on His return. This looks forward to 
the proud, boasting enemy who invaded Israel's land at the time 
of the Maccabees. This we saw in the preceding Psalm. And 
before that the Assyrian with his pride had threatened Israel 
(Isa. 37:23). And finally, self-exaltation and pride reaches its 
climax at the end of the age. 

For not from the East, 
And not from the West, 
And not from the South, is exaltation. 
For God it is that judgeth, 
He putteth down one and setteth up another. 

(Verses 6-7.) 
But where is exaltation to come from? From the East, from 

the West, or from the South? Not from these directions comes 
exaltation, but it comes from above; God is coming to judge. 
But why is the North omitted? The fact that the North is not 
mentioned at all shows that it is a northern power which arro¬ 
gantly, even to blasphemy, threatens the small Israelitish nation 
with destruction, and against which it looks for help neither from 
the East, nor the West, nor from the reed-staff of Egypt (Isa. 
36:6) beyond the desert, but from Jehovah alone; Jehovah comes 
to judge (Isa. 33:22). The Assyrian came from the North and 
found his defeat when he reached Jerusalem; Antiochus Epiphanes 
came from the North, and finally the King of the North will come 
against the land and the people. "And he shall plant the tent 
of his palace between the sea and the glorious holy mountain, yet 
he shall come to his end, and none shall help him" (Dan. 11:45). 

For a cup is in the hand of Jehovah, 
And it foameth with wine, it is full of mixture; 
The dregs of it shall all the wicked of the earth sip and drink up. 
But I will declare for ever: 
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob; 
And all the horns of the wicked shall be smitten; 
The horns of the righteous shall be exalted. (Verses 8-11.) 

It is a description of the day of wrath with which the Psalm 
closes. Then shall the proud and the wicked drink of the cup 
of fury. "And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and 
the haughtiness of men shall be made low, and the Lord alone shall 
be exalted in that day" (Isa. 2:17). Then the voice of the re¬ 
deemed remnant breaks in. They are singing unto God, the 
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God of Jacob. Here the name of Jacob stands for the frail 
creature of the dust. God had mercy on that which is sinful and 
weak, and saved His trusting remnant. The horns of the wicked 
are then broken for ever; the horns of the righteous are exalted. 

THE SEVENTY-SIXTH PSALM 

This Psalm is closely connected in its prophetic message with 
the preceding one. That Psalm revealed the answer to the cry 
"Arise O God" of the seventy-fourth Psalm, and we saw the 
Lord coming to deliver His people out of the clutches of the 
Northern power. And now in this brief Psalm which follows 
we see Him reigning in His kingdom as the King-Priest, the true 
Melchisedec, and man is seen in subjection to Hun. All things 
are put under His feet. 

I. The Prince of Peace Upon the Throne. (Verses 1-3.) 
In Judah God is known; 
In Israel His Name is great. 
In Salem is found His Tabernacle, 
And His dwelling place in Zion. 
There breaks He the glitterings of the bow— 
Shield, and sword and weapons of war. 

His people are united, Judah and Israel, know Him and are 
subject to Hun. He is known to them, and His name is great in 
their midst. The glad song of praise of Isaiah 12 is heard in the 
midst of redeemed Israel. His tabernacle is in Salem. Salem 
is the ancient name of Jerusalem. That name is found on ancient 
inscriptions "Ur-Salem," meaning the habitation of peace. It 
was the residence of Melchisedec, the king of righteousness and 
the king of peace. The true Melchisedec has come, and after 
His acts of righteousness He reigns as the King of Peace. His 
dwelling place, or place of rest, is in Zion; there His throne is 
established. The weapons of war, the glittering bow, the shield 
and the sword, all are broken to pieces. "He maketh wars to 
cease unto the end of the earth; He breaketh the bow, and 
cutteth the spear in sunder; He burneth the chariot with fire" 
(Psa. 46:9). Oh, that our well meaning, but much misguided 
religious pacifists might know that all their attempts to bring 
peace to a restless world are a hopeless task! Only He who is to 
come can bring the peace the nations need. 

II. The Humiliation of the Proud. (Verses 4-6.) 
Thou art shining forth gloriously 
Above the mountains of prey, 
Spoiled were the stout-hearted; 
They fell asleep in their sleep. 
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And none of the valiant ones found their hands. 
At Thy rebuke, 0 God of Jacob, 
Both chariot and horse are brought down into a deep sleep. 

And He shineth forth gloriously. Isaiah 60:1 is fulfilled. 
"Arise shine, for Thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee." His visible glory is displayed. But what are 
the "mountains of prey"? A double meaning is possible. 
Delitzsch says, "It is an emblematical appellation for the haughty 
possessors of power who also plunder every one that comes near 
them, or the proud and despoiling world powers." But that is 
not satisfactory. The "mountains of prey" mean Jerusalem. 
For several thousand years it has been the prey of the enemy. 
Throughout the times of the Gentiles the City of a great King 
has been trodden down by the Gentiles. When finally its deliver¬ 
ance comes, the hordes of Gog and Magog will come against it, 
the robber bands from the North surround Jerusalem. Their 
defeat predicted long ago (Ezek. 38) will take place, and after¬ 
ward His glory will shine above and around the delivered city, as 
it is written: "And the Lord will create upon every dwelling 
place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke 
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night, for upon all the 
glory shall spread a defense" (Isa. 4:5). Then we see their hosts 
overthrown. Chariots and horses are gone down. All the 
enemies "fell asleep in their sleep." Death came upon them and 
they are no more in earthly existence. 

III. His Judgment Wrath. (Verses 7-9.) 

Thou, Thou must be feared. 
And who can stand before Thee when Thou art angry? 
From heaven Thou didst thunder forth in judgment— 
The earth feared and became silent, 
When God arose to judge, 
To save all the meek of the earth. 

The day of vengeance is described. "The day of vengeance 
of our God" (Isa. 61:2). The Lion of the tribe of Judah roars. 
The wrath of the Lamb has come, as we read in the final book 
of the Bible. "For the great day of His wrath is come, and 
who shall be able to stand " (Rev. 6:17). From above the 
judgment flash thundered forth—then the tumult of sin and 
lawlessness on earth became silent. Infidelity and atheism 
received their final answer in the manifestation of the glorified 
Son of God. And the meek of the earth, the waiting remnant, 
and the converted nations who come out of the great tribulation, 
converted through the testimony of the remnant, are saved by 
His manifestation. 
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IV. All Things Put Under His Feet. (Verses 10-12.) 
For the wrath of man praiseth Thee, 
Thou restrainest the remainder of wrath. 
Vow and pay unto Jehovah, your God, 
Let all that are round about Him bring presents 
Unto Him that must be feared. 
He cutteth off the snorting of princes, 
He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

All the wrath from the side of man, the antagonism, the law¬ 
lessness, the infidelity, led only to His own praise and glory. 
Such are all the ways of God. He permits things for His own 
glory. All redounds to His glory in the end. And whatever 
man under Satanic leadership during the end of the age planned, 
raging against God and against His anointed, He restrained. And 
now as the one hundred and tenth Psalm states: "His people are 
willing in the day of His power." They vow and pay their vows 
unto Jehovah-God. The Gentiles are in submission and bring 
presents. "The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 
presents, the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts" (Psa. 72:10). 
Princes who raged, snorting like the battle-horses, are cut off, "yea, 
all kings shall fall down before Hun, all nations shall serve Him" 
(Psa. 72:11). What a blessed prophecy this Psalm is! What a 
vision of the future we receive from its study! 

THE SEVENTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

In this Psalm the Asaph spirit is much in evidence, deep soul 
exercise and perplexity. He speaks of God's way in the sea and 
in the sanctuary, which the finite creature cannot comprehend. 
So faith has to face the difficulties and faith can find the solution. 
Like Psalms 39 and 62 the Psalm has the inscription "Jeduthun," 
which means "praise-giver." 

I. The Cry to God. (Verses 1-3.) 
I cried unto God with my voice, 
I called unto God, and He hearkened unto me. 
In the day of my distress I sought the Lord; 
My hand is stretched out in the night without ceasing. 
My soul refused to be comforted. 
I remembered God, and I groaned; 
I complained and my spirit was overwhelmed. 

The day of distress prophetically is the time of trouble which we 
saw revealed in the Seventy-fourth Psalm. Then the godly are 
seeking the Lord and their hand is continually outstretched 
towards heaven. The waters are deep through which they pass; 
the soul is comfortless. Even the remembrance of God produces 
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a groan, for there is questioning, as we find in the seventh verse— 
will the Lord cast off forever? Yet the Psalm begins with the 
assurance that God has hearkened to the call out of the distress. 
It reflects the conflicting emotions. On the one hand the prayer 
cry with the knowledge that He has hearkened, and on the other 
hand the distress which brings doubt and uncertainty. Nor is 
this a future experience, or the experience of the author of the 
Psalm alone, but it is the experience of all the saints of God. 
Thousands are living today who know in their lives what is 
written in these verses. 

II. Introspection and Retrospection. (Verses 4-6.) 

Thou boldest mine eyelids open; 
I am so deeply moved that I cannot speak. 
I am considering the days of old— 
The years of ancient times; 
I remember my song in the night; 
I commune with my own heart, 
And my spirit maketh diligent search. 

His eyelids are held open, he looks within during sleepless nights, 
and then follows the result—so deeply moved that he cannot 
speak. Introspection, self-occupation does not assist confidence 
in God; it leads, either to self-exaltation or to depression, as it 
does in the experience expressed in these words of Asaph. Then 
he has a retrospect. He goes back and thinks of his feelings in the 
past, the song he used to sing in the night. Such recollections 
may hush the inner, violent agitations and bring comfort and the 
assurance that the Lord will not forsake, but they may also lead 
into questionings and doubts, expressed in the verses which follow. 

III. The Perplexing Questions, and Why? (Verses 7-10.) 

Will the Lord cast off for ever? 
And will He be favorable no more? 
Is, then, His loving-kindness ended for ever? 
Hath His Word failed for all generations? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 
Hath He shut up in anger His compassions? Selah. 
Then said I, This is my infirmity: 
There are years of the right hand of the Most High. 

Such will be the great questions asked by the godly Israelites 
who are facing the final great tribulation at the close of the age. 
Hath God forgotten? Hath His loving-kindness ended? Is His 
word failing? Is there only anger and no compassion? 

But the same questions have exercised the Saints of God also. 
How many of the martyrs at the different periods, under pagan 
Rome and Papal Rome, the latter worse than the former, must 
have been deeply agitated on the same lines. 
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And sometimes the enemy has suggested these questions. How 
many Christians get into a spiritual haze and darkness. The 
joy and peace once known have departed. Then comes the 
question, as we hear so often—"have I sinned, committed a sin on 
account of which I am in darkness?" Then follows even the 
suggestion, as it is so often the case, that it might be the un¬ 
pardonable sin. After that the doubt about His loving-kindness, 
His grace, and His mercy. The enemy suggests that all is lost, 
and despair comes in. But will He ever forsake those who belong 
to Him? Is there a sin which will end His loving-kindness? 
1 John 1:7 gives the answer: "The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 

Hath His Word failed? How can it ever fail! That is impos¬ 
sible, for He is a God who never changes, who is always the same. 
He is the faithful God and His Word, His promises and His 
covenants can never fail. So all these questions have an answer, 
they must be answered negatively. He has not forgotten, He has 
not withdrawn His loving-kindness; His Word does not fail, nor 
His compassion. His faithfulness to His own Name demands 
His everlasting kindness and His graciousness to those who are 
His people. And so all that is needed in days of trouble, in days of 
distress and perplexity, and in the future days when Israel's 
believing remnant is in deepest trouble, is to flee trustingly to 
Him who never forgets, whose love and mercy knows neither meas¬ 
ure nor end. 

Is there then any change or infirmity in Him? Does His faithful 
character change? No, the godly Asaph confesses it is not in 
Him, but the infirmity is in ourselves. He acknowledges his 
human weakness, his nothingness, his imperfect knowledge. It is 
my infirmity. Taking this attitude of true humility the 
solution is found. "There are years of the right hand of the 
Most High" is a difficult expression. Luther translated it freely, 
rather paraphrased it—"The right hand of the most High can 
change everything." Others have read it in this wise: "My 
affliction is this that the right hand of the Most High has changed," 
which is totally wrong. 

The thought expressed is that there are coming years in which 
the display of His loving-kindness will again take place and the 
distress will give way to blessing. Deeper becomes the meaning 
when we think of Hun who is at the right hand of God, and through 
whom the blessing and glory will yet come to Israel. 

IV. The Recovery. (Verses 11-15.) 
I will make mention of the deeds of Jah, 
For I remember Thy wondrous doings of old. 
And I will meditate on all Thy work, 
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And speak of Thy doings. 
Thy way, O God, is in the Sanctuary; 
Where is there such a mighty One as God? 
Thou art the God that doeth wonders, 
Thou hast revealed Thy strength among the peoples. 
Thou hast with thine arm redeemed Thy people, 
The sons of Jacob and of Joseph. Selah. 

Faith recovers its sight by looking over past history, and what 
a history it is! There are the green, refreshing fields where faith 
can browse. 

There the story of God's loving-kindness, of God's faithfulness 
and God's power is recorded. Can there be anything more 
uplifting in days of trial and trouble than to read again and again 
His wonderful doings! Modernism would rob us of that comfort 
of these records by questioning their trustworthiness. What an 
awful work it is, this denial! For it robs man of the knowledge of 
God. 

Once more, as in the first Asaph Psalm, he speaks of the Sanctu¬ 
ary. There he beholds and acknowledges His greatness and 
realizes that He hath redeemed His people. But how much 
more we know of that sanctuary, that Holiest into which we can 
enter through the blood of Jesus. 

V. God's Way in the Sea. (Verses 16-20.) 
The waters saw Thee, 0 God. 
The waters saw Thee, they feared; 
The depths also trembled. 
The clouds poured out water; 
The skies rumbled. 
Thine arrows went to and fro. 
Thy thunder was in the whirlwind, 
The lightnings lighted the world, 
The earth trembled and shook. 
Thy way is in the sea, 
And Thy paths in great waters. 
And Thy footsteps are not known. 
Thou hast led Thy people like a flock 
By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

He recalls God's deliverance of Israel in leading them through 
the Red Sea. Nature then obeyed Him. The waters feared 
and had to do His bidding, the depths also trembled. Yet here is 
mentioned more than took place at the Red Sea. The deluge 
from above, the rumbling sky, the lightnings and the trembling, 
shaking earth, are phenomena which are not recorded in Exodus 
14. Evidently they point to the coming deliverance, when heaven 
and earth will be shaken and a greater miracle of deliverance will 
take place. How well for us if we then believe it that His way is 
in the sea. He acts and carries out His plans and purposes with 
Israel and the nations. His footsteps are not known, His ways 
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are past finding out. But this mighty God, this God of nature, 
who controls all things, whose ways are in the sea, is our God. 
He has a flock to which all belong who are Christ's, and He leads 
His flock by Him who is greater than Moses and Aaron. 

THE SEVENTY-EIGHTH PSALM 
The inscription of this Psalm is "Maschil of Asaph." As we 

have said before, Maschil means "instruction." Here we have 
an inspired historical instruction covering Israel's history from 
Egypt to David, rehearsing His wonderful works of power, the 
display of God's own character, and their own sinful character 
and miserable failure. It is an expansion of the last verse of the 
preceding Psalm. "Thou leddest Thy people like a flock by the 
hand of Moses and Aaron." 

As this is one of the largest Psalms we shall not quote the text 
fully, but we urge our readers to take their Bibles and follow the 
divisions and the exposition we give. 

I. The Remembrance of God's Gracious Condescension and 
Provision. (Verses 1-8.) 

In a similar way, "Give ear," Moses began His prophetic 
Song in which he covered past history and unfolded the future of 
the nation to their goal of deliverance, ultimate restoration and 
blessing. Asaph is the preacher here and he speaks, as every 
mouthpiece of the Lord should, with authority. He has a positive 
message; the Spirit of God unfolds through his testimony the 
Word and the acts of God as seen in His past dealings with His 
people. He is about to utter "the deep things" which they had 
heard and had known from their fathers. He speaks of a parable 
he will utter. This reminds us of Matthew 13:34, 35. All things 
in God's Word are deep things, even the histories of the past 
have in them spiritual lessons of depths which have to be sounded. 
All is inexhaustible. Frequently Christians say—why are there 
so many deep things in the Bible, things hard to understand? 
They confess their inability to grasp it. God has given us the 
deep things for our soul exercise, and that we may cast ourselves 
on God the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us and who "searcheth all 
things, yea the deep things of God" (1 Cor. 2:10). Through these 
things the generations to come will see the praises of Jehovah "and 
His strength, and His wonderful works that He hath done." 
And all He has done in establishing His testimony and giving 
them His law is "that they might set their hope in God and not 
forget the works of God, and keep His commandments, and 
might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; 
a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was 
not stedfast with God." 
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And here we must make a practical reflection. We are living 
in the days of the predicted apostasy. This is as evident among 
the Jews as it is in Christendom. God's mighty deeds, His 
gracious condescension, His works of power and mercy, as re¬ 
corded in Israel's history^ are branded by Jews and by nominal 
"Christians" as myths and legends. Instead of instructing the 
young in the truth, they teach them the denials of a rationalistic 
modernism. The result is disastrous, as we see it in the world 
today. 

II. Rebellion From Man's Side; Mercy from God's Side. 
(Verses 9-16.) 

The 'children of Ephraim are mentioned in the story of rebellion ; 
they represent all the tribes; their conduct is typical of the 
conduct of all the people. It was the tribe of privilege for, in 
Jacob's prophecy, Ephraim received the place of supremacy, 
being set over Manasseh. Therefore, leadership rested with it. 
Reuben, on account of his deeds, had lost his birth-right; it had 
been transferred upon Joseph, the first-born of Rachel, and then 
Ephraim received the preeminent place. Joshua, the leader 
under whom Israel took possession of the land, was an Ephramite, 
and the place where the ark rested first in the land, Shiloh, was 
Ephramitic also. But they failed and their failure, the failure of 
the most privileged, is the story of all the tribes. They turned 
back; they did not keep God's covenant: they forgot even His 
works and His wonders. 

And what were they? Three are made prominent. The 
passage through the Red Sea. He delivered them by His mighty 
power in making a way through the Sea, and "made the waters 
stand as a heap." Modernistic teachers claim that the passage 
through the Sea was easily made, as one of these perverters of the 
Word of God writes "the waters were only two inches deep." 
But he failed to explain how the Egyptian army could perish in 
two inches of water. No, the waters were dammed up. The 
second wondrous thing is the guidance He gave them, a cloud 
by day and at night with a light of fire. The third is the rocks in 
the wilderness. "And He brought streams out of the rock, and 
caused waters to run down like rivers." The spiritual significance 
of all this is known to all Bible students. The Red Sea is the 
aspect of the death of Christ by which we are delivered from the 
power of the enemy, leaving Egypt behind and the wilderness 
with the promised goal before. Guidance is ours also, and the 
waters, like rivers, are symbolical of the Holy Spirit. 
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in. The Story of Israel's Failure and God's Faithfulness. 
(Verses 17-32.) 

In spite of the miracles, they sinned against Him and provoked 
the Most High in the desert. Occasionally some say "If we only 
had miracles restored, people might believe." This is one of the 
delusions of Pentecostalism, which claims the restoration of the 
gift of tongues, while others claim "the gift of healing." But 
though miracles should re-appear, even if some raised from the 
dead should bear a witness, the human heart is still as hard as it 
was in Israel's day. In spite of miracles "yet sinning" and un¬ 
believing (Luke 16:31). 

He had given them water, and now their unbelieving heart 
asked "Can He give bread also? Will He provide flesh for His 
people?" The sin of all sins was theirs—the sin of unbelief. 
And their sin, as it is with the sin of unbelief today, did not spring 
from any lack of evidence; it was the expression of the sinful 
nature, the will which opposes God. And that provoked judg¬ 
ment. He had given the bread from heaven; He rained down 
upon them manna to eat and gave them the corn of heaven. 
They ate the bread of the mighty. More than that, He rained 
flesh on them like dust and fowls like the sand of the seas. He 
showed them that He is a gracious and merciful God, whose hand 
is not shortened. What is their answer to these miracles of His 
loving-kindness and almighty power? Are they going to humble 
themselves into the dust? Are they confessing now the sin of 
unbelief and seeking His pardon? Alas! the gifts were misused. 
They ate and ate till like animals they had their fill. "They 
were not estranged from their lust." As it is today—God's 
goodness did not lead them to repentance. Then He had to act, 
for He is the righteous God. "The wrath of God came upon them, 
and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of 
Israel." What the heart of man is in his sinful rebellion is written 
here. It is the story of the entire race. "For all this they sinned 
still, and believed not for His wondrous works." 

IV. Their Feigned Return. (Verses 33-39.) 

These verses no longer refer to their wilderness experience, but 
they correspond historically to the days of the Judges. Those 
,were the days and years of terror. His hand rested heavily upon 
them. Then enslaved and suffering cruelly, they sought Him 
and returned to Him. They remembered in affliction and under 
judgment that God was their rock. He answered by sending 
deliverers. But their heart was far from submission. It was 
nothing but a feigned return. Their mouth spoke words of 
contrition, but in their hearts was written another story. Never-
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theless they flattered Him with their mouth, and they lied unto 
Him with their tongues. For their heart was not right with Him, 
neither were they stedfast in His covenant. But who can fathom 
His compassion? The words which follow reveal His great 
kindness. How we should cherish them and revel in them! 
"But He being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and 
destroyed them not; yea, many a time turned He His anger 
away, and did not stir up all His wrath. For He remembered 
that they were but flesh, a wind that passeth away, and cometb 
not again." And He is still the same. 

V. God in Judgment Upon Egypt and Upon Israel. (Verses 
40-64.) 

This section takes us back once more to the wilderness, and 
emphasizes the fact that they remembered not His hand as it was 
manifested in their miraculous deliverance out of the Egyptian 
slavery and the great signs He had wrought in their behalf. 
These signs are briefly re-stated in verses 43-51. He executed 
judgment upon Egypt, typical of the future judgment of this age. 
This is followed in our Psalm by a terse statement of their history 
as His people, whom "he led forth like sheep and guided them in 
the wilderness like a flock." He led them onward into the 
promised land. His right hand had purchased it. And in this 
expression we can see Him who is God's right hand in redemption, 
who is at God's right hand; He who paid the purchase price for 
Israel's possessions and much more so for the heavenly inheritance 
of His people. He brought them into the land and cast out the 
nations and gave to Israel the land. 

Alas! all is followed by rebellion and disobedience. "They 
dealt faithlessly like their fathers." Instead of worshipping Hun 
in the appointed way "they provoked Hun to anger with their 
high places and moved Him to jealousy with their graven images." 
The history of judgment upon Israel follows. What a history it is! 
But it nevertheless reveals the holy and righteous character of 
God, who ever must maintain His holiness. God is as much 
Light as He is Love. He abhorred them; He was wroth; He 
gave them over to the oppressors; He delivered them to the 
sword: He consumed them. But this does not close their 
history. He is a faithful and covenant keeping God. 

VI. Mercy Remembered in Wrath. (Verses 65-72.) 

Jehovah awakes in mighty energy. He arises and deals with 
His adversaries (See Deut. 32:39-43). This is future, looking 
forward to the day of His victory. Mount Zion comes into view, 
the place of His rest in the coming kingdom, when all His purposes 
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with Israel will find their accomplishment. Then His Sanctuary 
will be on the earth. 

David is mentioned in the closing verses of this instructive 
Psalm. But he and the sovereign grace manifested to him, is but 
a type of Him who is David's Lord and David's Son. When He 
appears, the true shepherd of Israel, their backslidings will be 
healed, and Israel will be His inheritance. 

THE SEVENTY-NINTH PSALM 

This Psalm is similar in a number of respects to the seventy-
fourth. It introduces us prophetically to the time of Israel's 
travail pains, before the remnant will be delivered. It gives us 
coming events in connection with the last three years and a 
half, with which the times of the Gentiles close, the great tribu¬ 
lation. In the seventy-fourth Psalm we saw the prediction of the 
invasion of Israel's land by Antiochus Epiphanes, the type of that 
Northern power which will invade Israel's land, and threaten 
Jerusalem, as the Assyrian did in the days of King Hezekiah. 
Here we have similar events predicted, which remind us of the 
havoc of the enemy, described in the eleventh chapter of the Book 
of Revelation. Here in this Psalm, the sanctuary is seen defiled. 

I. The Enemy Coming in Like a Flood. (Verses 1-4.) 
O God, the nations are come into Thine inheritance. 
Thine holy temple have they defiled; 
They have laid Jerusalem in heaps. 
They have given the dead bodies of Thy servants 
As meat unto the fowls of heaven, 
The flesh of Thy Saints to the beasts of the earth. 
Their blood have they shed like water around Jerusalem. 
And there was none to bury them. 
We are become a reproach to our neighbors, 
A scorn and derision to them that are round about us. 

Historically Israel's land and Jerusalem has passed through 
scenes like the one prophetically described in the opening verses 
of this Psalm. The Maccabaean period brought such a calamity. 
We quote from 1 Maccabaeus 7:13, "The flesh of thy Saints did 
they cast out, and their blood did they shed round about Jeru¬ 
salem; and there was no man to bury them." It seems as if the 
seventy-ninth Psalm reveals the complete destruction of the 
Temple, which in the seventy-fourth is seen in progress. But this 
does not exhaust the prophetic meaning. It is going to be repeated 
on a larger scale during the time of Jacob's trouble. Revelation 11 
brings us to Jerusalem. Spiritually Jerusalem is called "Sodom 
and Egypt," but that it is the literal Jerusalem is seen by the 
statement "where also our Lord was crucified." The two 
witnesses are then active in the city. These are not only two 
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individuals, but there are many others, believers, King expecting 
Jews, who bear a witness at the time when the beast has ascended 
out of the pit of the abyss. This beast, the man of sin, will make 
war with these noble witnesses. He will overcome them; they, 
and many others with them will be killed. Their dead bodies will 
remain unburied. During that great tribulation the horrors of 
the days of Antiochus Epiphanes will be repeated, but all will 
be more severe. 

II. Confession and Prayer. (Verses 5-10.) 

How long, O Lord? Wilt Thou be angry perpetually? 
Shall Thy jealousy burn like fire? 
Pour out Thy wrath upon the nations that have not known Thee 
And upon the kingdoms that have not called upon Thy name. 
For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his dwelling place. 
Remember not against us our past iniquities, 
Let Thy tender mercies speedily come to our help, 
For we are brought very low. 
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy Name! 
And deliver us, and put away our sins for Thy Name's sake. 
Why should the nations say, Where is their God? 
0 let it be known among the nations in our sight, 
The avenging of the blood of Thy servants that hath been shed. 

Here is an acknowledging confession. They realize it is His 
wrath and His jealousy which plunged them into these terrible 
sufferings and persecutions. They acknowledge their iniquities. 
They confess that they are very low, that human help and self-
help is impossible. Then follows the prayer for intervention and 
deliverance. They plead the glory of His Name. They ask the 
putting away of their sins for His Name's sake, so that the sneers 
of ungodly nations under the regime of the man of sin might be 
stopped, and the blood of the servants of God might be avenged. 

III. Complete Prostration; Yet Hope and Praise Anticipated. 
(Verses 11-13.) 

Let the groaning of the prisoner come before Thee, 
According to the greatness of Thy power preserve those appointed to die; 
And render to our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom 
Their reproach with which they have reproached Thee, Lord. 
And we. Thy people and the sheep of Thy pasture, 
Will give Thee thanks for ever— 
From generation unto generation we will show forth Thy praise. 

By the term "prisoner" they acknowledge their helpless and 
hopeless condition. They know that death is staring them hi the 
face. They plead for their life and ask God's righteous judgment 
to fall upon their adversaries. 

In faith, in this miserable condition, they speak of themselves 
as "His people" and "the sheep of His pasture." They know He 
will not forsake His people perpetually; they know the shepherd 
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will not forget His sheep, and in anticipation of His faithfulness 
and the deliverance they are going to give thanks. 

And what meaning there is in the last sentence, "from generation 
to generation we will show forth Thy praise." With the coming 
deliverance by the coming of the King the sad experience of Israel's 
remnant will be forever ended. In that coming kingdom their 
sorrows and their tears will be gone forever, and so there will be 
praise from generation to generation. The next Psalm is a 
magnificent prayer addressed to the Shepherd of Israel. 

THE EIGHTIETH PSALM 

This is another prophetic Psalm. Inasmuch as the Septuagint 
version has for an inscription "the Assyrian" some expositors 
have imagined that the Psalm is a prayer for the ten tribes, taken 
by the Assyrian into captivity. Calvin in his remarks thinks 
that a poet of the southern kingdom wrote it as a prayer for these 
tribes. In view of the fact that it is an Asaph Psalm, written 
by Asaph, the contemporary of David, this suggestion cannot be 
true, for the ten tribes had not yet been carried away. 

The tribes mentioned in the Psalm are Ephraim, Benjamin and 
Mannasseh. According to Numbers 2:17-24 they were ranged side 
by side, and in the order of march followed immediately behind 
the ark. This explains their mention in this Psalm, being a 
prayer that God would lead again His people and go forth, as 
of old, at the head of their armies. As a prophecy it looks forward 
to the day when more than a national revival sways the people 
Israel, when a spiritual, deep longing takes hold on them. Some 
expressions, we shall point out later, show that they belong in 
the mouth of the God-fearing small remnant, who look for the 
coming of the King from heaven. 

I. Calling to the Shepherd. (Verses 1-4.) 
O Thou Shepherd of Israel, give ear! 
Thou that hast led Joseph like a flock— 
And Thou enthroned above the Cherubim, shine forth! 
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Mannasseh, 
Stir up Thy strength—come for our salvation. 
Turn us again, O God! 
Cause Thy face to shine and we shall be saved. 
Jehovah, God of Hosts, 
How long wilt Thou be angry with Thy pleading people! 

This is a beautiful beginning. The Lord is the Shepherd of 
Israel. This fact is mentioned for the first time in dying Jacob's 
prophecy. It was spoken in connection with Joseph. Joseph 
is prominent because Reuben on account of his sin had lost his 
birthright, it therefore was transferred to the first-born of Rachel, 
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to Joseph. "He led Joseph like a flock," refers to the wilderness 
when the tribes advanced towards the land of promise to take 
possession. It was under the leadership of Jehovah, the Shepherd" 
of Israel. He is none other than the Holy One of Israel, who is 
enthroned between the Cherubim. Prophetically we now look 
forward to the coming days in which the Shepherd of Israel will 
seek His scattered sheep to bring them back to their own land, to 
take possession once more (See Ezek. 34). That Shepherd is 
the same who came in the days of His humiliation to His own and 
they received Him not, the Shepherd who came to seek the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel. To Him the godly remnant looks 
for guidance, for strength, and for deliverance. "Come for our 
salvation" does not mean a spiritual salvation, but the salvation 
out of the great tribulation, in which that godly remnant is 
suffering. But they feel the deep need of turning to Him; three 
times more this request is repeated in this Psalm. They want 
His face to shine forth, which will bring salvation. And that 
face which will shine forth in all His glory, is the face which was 
once marred and smitten, when He died for that nation. 

II. Looking Backward. (Verses 5-11.) 
Thou hast fed them with tears as their bread, 
And gave them tears to drink in large measure. 
Thou hast made us a strife unto our neighbors. 
And our enemies sneer in derision. 
Turn us again, 0 God of Hosts, 
And cause Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 
Thou broughtest a vine out of Egypt; 
Thou didst drive out the nations and plantedst it. 
Thou madest room before it. 
And taking root it filled the land. 
The mountains were covered by the shadow of it. 
And the boughs thereof were like strong cedars. 
It sent out its boughs unto the sea. 
And its roots unto the river. 

Their history has been a history of tears; they drank tears in 
large measure, a poetic expression denoting their great and con¬ 
tinuous affliction. And why these tears of suffering? Because 
the nation had rejected the Shepherd, Hun who came to seek and 
to save what was lost. "And when He was come near, He beheld 
the city and wept over it" (Luke 19:41-44). He saw the fate of 
Jerusalem and the nation. He revealed the fact that they would 
be scattered among all nations, and Jerusalem trodden down, till 
the tunes of the Gentiles are fulfilled. They were held in derision. 
Who can save out of these conditions? The God of Hosts must 
do it, that face once tear-stained, must shine forth in His glory 
and majesty. They remind Him of what He had done. Israel 
was His vine; He had planted the nation in the goodly land. He 
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had promised it to Abraham and to His seed. The nations dwelling 
there had been cast out. They had extended from the sea to the 
river, the river Euphrates. What He had done was for them an 
assurance that He will keep His covenant and bring them back. 

III. Look Down from Heaven and Visit this Vine. (Verses 
12-16.) 

Why hast Thou broken down its hedges. 
So that all who pass by the way do pluck it? 
The boar out of the wood doth root it up. 
And the wild beasts of the field devour it. 
Return, we beseech Thee, O God of Hosts; 
Look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine; 
And protect that which Thy right hand has planted. 
And the Son that Thou madest strong for Thyself. 
It is burned with fire, it is cut down; 
They perish at the rebuke of Thy countenance. 

Because the vine brought forth sour grapes and not the sweet 
fruit pleasing to God and man, the hedges were broken down. 
Isaiah 5:1-7 should be read in connection with this. No doubt 
when later Isaiah wrote, the Spirit of God led him to this Psalm, 
and then he penned the message he had received from the Lord. 
The wild beasts who came in rooting and devouring the vine are 
the Gentile nations. Then they pray, when once more the 
Gentiles do their vicious work of devastation under the leadership 
of the Beast, "Look down from heaven and behold." This is 
the prayer more fully given through the prophet Isaiah (Isa. 64). 
They ask for protection. Then the Son whom God made strong 
for Himself is "mentioned the first time in this Psalm. Some have 
translated the Hebrew word "Ben," the name which is used in 
the second Psalm (Beni Ato—My Son Thou Art) with Branch, 
because in Genesis 49:22 it is translated by the word "Branch." 
It is significant and interesting to note here an ancient Targum 
of the Jews makes this paraphrase on this verse—"and upon the 
King Messiah, whom Thou hast established for Thyself." Some 
take it that the word cannot mean Christ, the Son of God, but 
that it must mean the nation Israel. They claim, as it is in other 
prophetic passages, we may have here a blending together of 
Son and Israel, destined to be God's firstborn among the nations. 
"Israel is My son, even My firstborn" (Exod. 4:22). The same 
statement we find in Hosea 11:1. Israel is yet to be made strong 
as the nation of the kingdom. Yet in view of the closing state¬ 
ment of this Psalm it seems to be certain that none other than 
Christ our Lord is meant. They look to Him, knowing that the 
once rejected One is their coming King. And when the calamity 
is repeated during the culminating days of this age, when the fires 
rage as never before, then will come His day, the day of their 
salvation and the day of His glory. 
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IV. The Man of God's Right Hand. (Verses 17-19.) 

Let Thy hand be on the Man of Thy right hand. 
Upon the Son of Man whom Thou madest strong for Thyself. 
So will we not go back from Thee: 
Do quicken us and we will call upon Thy Name. 
O Jehovah, God of Hosts, turn us again! 
Make Thy face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

The Man at God's right hand! The Son of Man made strong! 
Who else could it be but the Lord Jesus Christ. When Rachel 
gave birth at the roadside to a boy and her dying eye looked upon 
him, she named him "Benoni"—the Son of Suffering. But im¬ 
mediately after the father, Jacob, changed his name and called 
him "Benjamin," the Son of the right hand. Blessed type of 
Him who came to suffer and to die, to give His life as a ransom 
for many, and who, risen from among the dead, ascended upon 
high, is the Son of the right hand. God has made Him strong for 
Himself. He has exalted Him far above all principalities, and 
powers, and dominion and every name that is named. God has 
made Him strong for Himself, for He is the heir of all things and 
through Him God will manifest yet His glorious power and 
victory over all things. The One Hundred and Tenth Psalm 
enlarges upon this. 

And here we gain the definite information that the future Jewish 
godly remnant will know Him. After the purpose of God during 
this age is accomplished in the taking to glory of the complete 
body of Christ, the true Church, the veil will be taken from a part 
of the nation, probably those who have never relinquished the 
Messianic hope. They will know then the story of Christ, their 
Messiah. He was here and was rejected; He died for their sins; 
He arose from the dead; He is enthroned in heaven at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. They know He is coming again, 
His face will shine out, as once He looked out of the glory cloud, 
when Israel's enemies perished in the Red Sea (Exod. 14). Then 
will they be saved. And so they pray that God's power may be 
manifested through the Son of Man, at His right hand. The 
prayer will find its answer in the day when Christ comes back to 
earth again. 

THE EIGHTY-FIRST PSALM 

Like so many other Psalms, this one also is linked to the preced¬ 
ing one, proving once more the spiritual design in the arrangement 
of these devotional and prophetic pieces of poetry. The fore¬ 
going Psalm ended with a prayer. As we saw, it is a Jewish 
prayer, which no Christian needs to pray. That prayer was 
during the days of Jacob's trouble, the ending of the age, "Turn 
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us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause Thy face to shine; and we 
shall be saved." This prayer is now seen as answered. • Instead 
of groans, songs have come. The hour of deliverance is seen 
prophetically. The Psalm in its second half has an appeal based 
upon Israel's failure in the past. 

I. The Coming Deliverance and the Remembrance of the Past. 
(Verses 1-7.) 

Sing aloud unto God our strength. 
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Take up a Psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, 
The pleasant harp with the lute. 
Blow the trumpet in the new-moon; 
At the set time, on our feast day. 
For this is Israel's statute, 
An ordinance of the God of Jacob. 
He ordained it in Joseph for a testimony. 
When he had gone out against the land of Egypt, 
Where I heard an unknown language. 
I removed his shoulder from the burden; 
His hands were set free from the task-baskets. 
Thou didst call in trouble and I delivered thee; 
I answered thee in the secret place of thunder; 
I proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah. 

The key to the meaning of the first three verses is the blowing 
of the trumpet in the new moon. The moon reflects the light 
of the sun. The new moon, after it had been dark, is the symbol 
of Israel. The prayer "cause Thy face to shine" is now beginning 
to be answere'd. The light of Him who is the Sun is now coming 
to Israel, and ere long the full splendor of the Sun of Righteousness 
will rise, and the full glory and deliverance comes. The blowing 
of the trumpet in the new moon points us back to the feasts of 
Jehovah, which Israel had to keep every year. They are recorded 
in Leviticus 23. We must touch briefly upon the prophetic 
meaning of them. The first four feasts came in the beginning of 
the year—Passover, the feast of unleavened bread, the feast of 
the First Fruits and the feast of Pentecost. Passover stands for 
the Cross; the feast of unleavened bread is symbolical of the 
purpose of redemption; the feast of first fruits of them that slept 
(1 Cor. 15:20). The feast of Pentecost when a new meal offering, 
containing leaven, was brought unto the Lord, is typical of the 
day when the Holy Spirit came and the Church was formed by 
His coming, the new meal offering unto the Lord. Then came 
several months without any feasts for Israel. In these months, 
feastless for Israel, the harvest was gathered. No other feast was 
announced till the harvest is completed. It is a very interesting 
type of this age, which began with Pentecost, during which there 
is the ingathering of the harvest, the bringing together of the 
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elect number of the members of the Body of Christ. The full 
harvest will be the end of the age. Then in the seventh month 
the remaining feasts take place—the feast of trumpets, the day of 
atonement and the feast of tabernacles. The feast of trumpets in 
the new moon is the revival which begins in Israel, both spiritual 
and national, which takes place after the harvest is gathered, or to 
use an inspired expression "when the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in" (Rom. 11:25). This is followed by the day of atonement, 
when the second part of the ceremonial will be fulfilled. The first 
is the high priest going into the Holiest with the sacrificial blood; 
the second part, when he returns and confesses the sins of Israel 
upon the scape-goat, which is chased into the wilderness never to 
return. Thus Israel's sins will be taken away to be remembered 
no more. The feast of tabernacles is the feast of consummation, 
the type of the coming kingdom. When therefore the trumpet is 
blown in the new moon, in the seventh month, the beginning of 
Israel's promised redemption through the grace of God is at hand. 
And so there is rejoicing and singing. 

In verses 4-7 we find a retrospect, what God had done for them 
in taking them out of Egypt. And that is God's pledge of this 
future deliverance. This is contrasted elsewhere in the Scriptures 
(see Jer. 16:14-17). He had removed the burden which rested 
so grievously upon them. Tersely all this is stated. The task¬ 
masters had been taken away. They had cried in their trouble, 
out of the house of bondage, and He had graciously delivered 
them. At Sinai they had heard His thunder from the secret 
place and seen His manifestation, while at the waters of Meribah 
the smitten rock had poured forth the water, while they had 
murmured. All these manifestations of His love and grace in 
their past history will now be repeated on a larger scale in bring¬ 
ing them back out of the many countries, in beholding His glory 
afresh as He returns, and in the gracious supply of all their spiritual 
needs. 

II. Their Failure in the Past and the Great Possibility. (Verses 
8-16.) 

Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee— 
0 Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto Me, 
There shall no strange god be in thee. 
Neither shall thou worship any other god. 
1 am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of Egypt; 
Open wide thy mouth and I will fill it. 
But my people did not hearken unto my voice; 
And Israel would none of me. 
So I gave them up unto their own heart's lust, 
And they walked in their own counsels. 
O that my people would hearken unto Me, 
And Israel would walk in My ways! 
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I would soon subdue their enemies, 
And turn my hand against their adversaries. 
The haters of Jehovah would fall down before him, 
But their time would be for ever. 
He would feed them also with the finest of the .wheat. 
And with honey from the rock I would satisfy thee. 

The Lord testifies to them and reminds them of the past. He 
speaks of Himself as the Lord God who had brought them out of 
Egypt; He had asked them at Sinai to acknowledge Him, to wor¬ 
ship Him; He demanded their allegiance to Him as God, whose 
power over Egypt and in their deliverance had been so fully 
demonstrated. And so He appeals to them again with the 
gracious promise, "Open wide thy mouth and I will fill it." Who 
is able to grasp the full meaaing of this sentence! He is the omni¬ 
potent Lord; there is nothing too hard for the Lord. Open thy 
mouth, He says, as wide as you can,.and I will fill it. Ask any¬ 
thing in My name, He says in the New Testament, and I will 
do it. All He asks is obedience to Him, the yielding of the heart 
and the will. 

And now the past is mentioned. They did not hearken unto 
Him. They were self-willed and stubborn. Such is the natural 
heart of man, be he Jew or Gentile. And the refusal to hearken 
led to an out and out rejection of the Lord. Such was Israel's 
history in the past. Nor is it different in Christendom today. 
The Lord has spoken; He has spoken in His Son. But His words 
are rejected, the truth revealed in Him and through Him is not 
accepted. Those who profess to be God's people do not hearken 
to Him and finally there is a revolt against Himself, and "the 
Master who bought them" is denied. Then from God's side there 
is "the giving up." It was so with the Gentile world, when the 
Gentiles turned away from the light they had, abandoning the 
belief in God—then God gave them up (Rom. 1). So Gentile 
Christendom having failed and rejected the Truth is yet to be 
given up to the lie and the strong delusion of the end-time. All is 
preparing for that. 

And what deep yearning is expressed in the closing stanzas of 
this Psalm! It sounds like a deep sigh coming from the loving 
heart of Jehovah, "Oh that my people would hearken unto Me 
and that Israel would walk in My ways." And so He yearns still. 
He needs the obedient yieldedness of His people in order to give 
them what He loves to give. All their enemies would be van¬ 
quished by Him and their land would yield the finest of the wheat 
and honey out of the rock. Such will be the case when Israel, 
the godly remnant, representing the true Israel of God, will bow 
in His presence and acknowledge the once rejected One as their 
Messiah. 
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THE EIGHTY-SECOND PSALM 

How delightful it is in the study of the Psalms to find so many 
times the story of the future of God's earthly people revealed, and 
the glory of the Lord in connection with it. We learned from 
the eightieth Psalm the pleading cry of the remnant of Israel 
during the time of trouble, their upward look to the Man at 
God's right hand. We found His answer in the Psalm which 
followed, and in the Psalm before us now we have a prophetic 
description of the judgment which God will execute in the day 
when He saves the remnant. 

God standeth in the congregation of the mighty 
He judgeth among the gods. 
How long will ye judge unjustly, 
And accept the persons of the wicked Selah. (Verse 1, 2.) 

He begins His judgment with those who, preceding His return, 
had been the judges and rulers of the people. He is in the midst 
of the congregation, that is, the assembly of the godly, whom 
He had delivered out of the great tribulation. He is in their 
midst, as He is, during this age, in the midst of His worshiping 
people. But there is a difference; now He is with His people 
unseen by human eyes, but in that day He will be visibly present 
in the assembly of Israel. And as we read in the New Testament, 
"Judgment must begin at the house of God" (1 Peter 4:17), so in 
that day, before He begins His world-wide judgment of the 
nations, He begins with judging His earthly people. 

What does it mean, "He judgeth among the gods"? We have 
an explanation from the lips of our Lord. In John 10:34-36 we 
read: "Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If ye 
call them gods, unto whom the Word of God came, and the Scrip¬ 
ture cannot be broken; Say ye of Him, whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I 
said, I am the Son of God?" These judges and rulers, in their 
place of authority, were His representatives. To them the Word 
of God had come. But they did not act according to that Word. 
But in their judgments they had acted altogether contrary to the 
very character of God. He is righteous and His judgments are 
all righteous, but they had judged unjustly; God is not a respecter 
of persons, but they had taken bribes and had accepted the 
persons of the wicked. Here we must note the Epistle of James. 
It is addressed to "the twelve tribes scattered abroad." By the 
way, this is one of the rebukes to the Anglo-Israel delusion, which 
claims foolishly that England and America are the ten lost tribes. 
The Epistle of James being addressed to the twelve tribes, they 
were then certainly not lost, but known in the days of James 
(about 45 A.D.). The fifth chapter gives a picture prophetically 
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of the unrighteous conditions prevailing among Israel before the 
Lord returns. 

Judge the poor and fatherless; 
Do justice to the afflicted and in need. 
Deliver the poor and the needy; 
Rescue them from the hand of the wicked. (Verses 8-4.) 

This is what God demands, and what they had failed to do with 
their rulership according to God's mercy. Everywhere in His 
Word God mentions the poor, the needy, the oppressed, the per¬ 
secuted, the suffering ones, the widows, the fatherless, the help¬ 
less. In His mercy He reaches down to the weak. This mani¬ 
fests His own greatness. In their judgments, these men had not 
expressed the merciful character of Him whom they represented. 

The Judge Himself is now beginning to deal with mercy to 
deliver the poor and the needy. 

The conditions of our own times may be considered in connec¬ 
tion with this Psalm. There is unemployment, there are more 
poor and needy people than ever before. There is suffering. In 
the midst of plenty given by the Creator, there is want and famine. 
People die by thousands of starvation. Another part of the race 
lives in luxury. Man recognizes this and tries to produce -a 
remedy. Satan takes advantage of these conditions and suggests 
the overthrow of capitalism by a godless socialism and an atheistic 
communism, as if these vicious things would bring a betterment. 
Then through godless agitation Satan brings about a worse con¬ 
dition. Russia is the evidence. 

There will be no universal betterment of human existence till 
the right judge appears and saves the poor and needy, when He 
takes the throne and the judgment seat and rules in righteousness. 

They know not, neither do they understand 
They walk on in darkness— 
All the foundations of the earth are shaking. 
I have said: Ye are gods, 
Even the children of the most High are ye all. 
But ye shall die like men 
And fall like one of the princes. 
Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
For Thou shall inherit all nations. (Verses 5-8.) 

This is a description of these human rulers, and others as well. 
They had no knowledge, they had no understanding. They did 
not know God, nor His Truth, and as a result they walked on in 
darkness. In spite of their lofty position and profession, claim¬ 
ing authority and taking upon themselves the dignity of the 
children of the most High. Is it any different in Christendom 
today? Men take the place of authority and leadership. But 
because they know not the Lord, have no understanding of His 
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Truth and His purposes, they walk in darkness. Then the foun¬ 
dations upon which everything rests, righteousness and mercy, 
are moved. All government fails, followed by a moral slump. 
Then comes judgment. They will die and be taken away. 

The Psalm ends with a magnificent prayer. It is the prayer 
of the future. The true Church does not pray this prayer. Our 
prayer is, "Even so, Come, Lord Jesus." And when our prayer 
is answered, when the purpose of God in this age is accomplished, 
when finally the conditions of lawlessness are here with which 
this age closes, the prayer of the godly Israelites, waiting for de¬ 
liverance, will ascend to God and will also be answered—"Arise, 
O God! Judge the earth; Thou shall inherit all nations." 

THE EIGHTY-THIRD PSALM 

We have reached the last Asaph Psalm, which concludes the 
series. We have followed the prophetic aspect of these five pre¬ 
ceding Psalms and found a description of Israel's future trouble 
and the coming deliverance. The Psalm which is now before us 
has great difficulties in its historical and prophetic meaning. 
There is nothing in Israel's past history which corresponds to the 
confederacy of nations coming against them. Still more difficult 
is it to fit this confederacy into the scenes to come. It has been 
applied to the times of Jehoshaphat, when a confederacy threat¬ 
ened Judah (2 Chron. 20), but that confederacy consisted of Moab 
and Ammon and Amalek, Philistia, the inhabitants of Tyre and 
Assur were evidently not involved. We shall now turn to the 
text of this Psalm: 

I. The Prayer in Face of the Assault. (Verses 1-4.) 
O God, keep not silence, 
Hold not Thy peace! Be not still! O Mighty One. 
For behold Thine enemies make a tumult 
And they that hate Thee have lifted up the head. 
They have taken crafty counsel against Thy people, 
They hold consultation against Thy hidden ones. 
They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, 
That Israel's name may no longer be remembered. 

Let us note that the enemies of God express their hatred of God 
by attacking God's people. This is the case all through the 
history of the seed of Abraham. Because the enemy knows that 
they are His beloved people, that God has chosen them, and is 
with them, the enemy takes crafty counsel against them. Behind 
it all stands the murderer from the beginning, that sinister being 
who knows that God's redemption program is inseparably linked 
with Israel, that salvation is of the Jews. And therefore he tries 
to cut them off as a nation, so that their name be no longer remem-
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bered. That enemy also knows all about the glorious future 
promised to Israel. As the time approaches when that future is 
to be realized, the enemy will make the final assault. Then comes 
the supreme effort to exterminate the nation and blot out the 
name of Israel forever. This also is the case with the Church. 
God's enemies today, the godless of Sovietism and others, hate the 
Church. They would destroy it completely. Such an assault 
then is here before us. But Israel, now knowing God as the 
Mighty One, call to Him not to keep silence. And He who has 
delivered His people over and over again will not fail. He will 
not keep silence, but appear in His glory to scatter the enemy. 
And how true it is "the gates of Hades can never prevail against 
His Church." 

II. The Confederacy. (Verses 5-8.) 

For they are one in consulting together, 
They have confederated against Thee; 
The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; 
Of Moab and the Hagarites; 
Gebal, and Ammon and Amalek; 
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre. , 
Assur is also joined with them; , 
They have helped the children of Lot. Selah. 

This is the difficult part of the Psalm. We confess that it 
cannot be placed in the prophetic program of the last days revealed 
elsewhere in the prophetic Word. It cannot be the last invasion 
as recorded in the Prophet Ezekiel, that of Gog and Magog (38-39). 
Nor is it the future siege of Jerusalem as prophetically described 
by Zechariah, or the gathering of the beast, and the kings of the 
earth and their armies to make war with the descending Christ 
(Rev. 19:19). Edom, Moab, the Ishmaelites and Ammon are in 
the lead here. Gebal and the Hagarehes, or Hagarites, are rather 
mysterious names. Assyria instead of being the leader, the power 
from the North, as seen in Isaiah, is here in a secondary place, 
joining itself only to the other opposing enemies. But they are 
nearly all neighbors of Israel and blood relations at that. Per¬ 
haps present day history may give us a little light. As Palestine 
is being re-settled by the Jews, having now a population of over 
300,000, the Arabs make strong opposition to further aggressions. 
They are the Ishmaelites. Perhaps as the restoration program 
continues it may come to such a confederacy as here indicated, 
and as other nations are to come upon the scene once more, so 
ancient Moab and Ammon, the sons of Lot, may have a revival 
and reveal their God-opposition again. But this is a mere sug¬ 
gestion, and does not solve the difficulty. We must wait till God 
fulfills His Word. We know the Lord will bring these things 
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about in His own way and own time, and then this prophecy will 
also be clearly understood. And here we must leave it. 

III. Imprecatory. (Verses 9-12.) 

Do unto them as unto Midian, 
As to Sisera, as to Jabin, 
At the brook Kison, who perished at Endor; 
They became dung for the field. 
Their nobles make like Oreb and like Zecb; 
And all their leaders like unto Zebah and Zalmunnan: 
Who said, Let us take to ourselves in possession 
The houses of God. 

It is a retrospect of the past. What happened then, when God 
overthrew His enemies and put judgment upon them, will happen 
again. They ask God that the destruction of their confederated 
enemies may be like to that which happened to Midian. These 
imprecatory cries will also find their answers. 

The verses which follow are of the same nature. They ask that 
their enemies may be made like stubble before the wind, as the 
fire that burneth the wood, as a mighty forest fire which sweeps 
through the wooded mountains. Tempest and hurricane is to 
pursue them. Their faces are to be filled with shame; they are 
to be confounded and perish. Thus God will surely deal some 
day with all His enemies. 

Then when judgment comes His Name will be exalted, and He 
will be the Most High over all the earth. 

THE EIGHTY-FOURTH PSALM 

The six Psalms which conclude the Leviticus section of the 
book (Psalms 73-89) were written by different instruments. Four 
of them are inscribed "Psalm of the sons of Korah," one of them 
the Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite; one is a Psalm of David and the 
last of the series a Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite. Prophetically 
these Psalms reveal the future salvation and blessing of Israel 
when the set time has come and the Messiah-King appears. 
These coming redemption blessing are significantly linked in the 
Eighty-Fourth Psalm with the prayer "look upon the face of 
Thine Anointed." And we must not forget that most of these 
Psalms are the production of the sons of Korah, the Korah who 
headed the insurrection against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness 
(Num. 16). His descendants existed as a powerful family in the 
time of David. The Korahites, frequently mentioned, were the 
keepers of the threshhold of the tabernacle. In 1 Chronicles 
26:1-19 we find two branches of the family associated with that of 
Merari, as guardians of the doors of the temple. Allusion to 
this is made in the Psalm (verse 10). Besides this they were 
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celebrated musicians and singers (1 Chron. 6:16-33). It seems 
that the musical reputation of the family continued to the time of 
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:19). The division of this Psalm is a 
simple one. In verses 1-7 we find the first section and in verses 
8-12 the second. 

I. Longing for the Living God and His Dwelling Place. (Verses 
1-7.) 

How lovely are Thy dwellings, 
Jehovah of Hosts! 
My soul longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah—-
My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
Yea, the sparrow has found a house, 
And the swallow a nest for herself where she can lay her young, 
Thine altars, Jehovah of Hosts, my King and my God! 
Happy are they that dwell in Thy house, 
They will still be praising Thee. Selah. 
Blessed are the men whose strength is in Thee, 
In whose hearts are those ways, 
Who, passing through the valley of Baca, make it a place of springs, 
Yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. 
They go from strength to strength, 
Every one appeareth before God in Zion. 

The dwellings, or tabernacles, mean the earthly sanctuary of 
Israel, the place where He dwelt in visible glory. And if these 
were lovely to the true Israelite, what must be the Father's House 
with its many mansions, the eternal dwelling places of the family 
of God? The believing remnant in the last days is longing for 
the courts of Jehovah, to be once more in His presence. More 
than that they are fainting for them and heart and flesh cry out 
for the living God. There is only one other passage in the Psalms 
where "the living God" is mentioned (Psa. 42:2). The other Old 
Testament passages are Joshua 3:10 and Hosea 1:10. What 
a comfort it is for them to remember that in the midst of all the 
confusion, the tribulations, the persecutions, the sufferings of the 
ending days of their long history of suffering, that God is the 
living God. As the living God He sees, He hears and He knows. 
And what is the comfort of the true Israel of the future is the 
present comfort of God's people, the Church of God. True 
believers know Him as the living God, the God who knows and 
whose purposes will be accomplished. And as true Israelites 
long for their earthly place, the courts of the Jehovah of hosts, so 
the family of God has a home-sickness for the courts above. 

It is said that small birds as the sparrow and the swallow lived 
undisturbed within the precincts of the temple. It was a bird-
sanctuary, a place of refuge and security. Nothing disturbed 
or harmed them. May we not see here a beautiful hint of that 
which awaits creation in the promised day when the groans of 
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creation are hushed, when peace will also cover animal creation? 
But the sons of Korah speak of themselves as sparrows having 
found a nest. The sparrow is mentioned in Psalm 102:7 as 
"lonely upon the housetop." No doubt it refers to Him, our 
Lord in His lowliness and loneliness. And so lowly and lonely 
are the saints of God, but knowing also, that He who was poor 
and needy, is mindful of them. "Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father . . . fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value 
than many sparrows." And now, when Israel is home once more, 
has found a house, fellowship and companionship is restored. 
And the swallow, that restless bird, ever on the wing, dashing 
hither and thither, finds rest and a nest where to lay her young. 
The nests are the altars of Jehovah, the sacrificial altar where the 
blood of atonement gives peace and assurance; the altar of 
incense, the sacrifices of praise and worship. 

Hence there is happiness for those who acknowledge Him as 
King and God. "Happy are they that dwell in Thy house (in 
fellowship with Him) they will still be praising Thee." It will 
be a never ending praise. Some of that heavenly bliss may be 
ours even now. As we drink deeper and deeper at the fountain 
of grace and learn more and more of the riches of grace and the 
blessedness of fellowship with Him, we also will offer up our 
spiritual sacrifices, the fruits of our lips, till the day comes when 
we shall enter in, never to go out, then praise shall flow forever 
and ever. 

And even now the man is happy who knows that his strength 
is in the living God. And then the ways which the trusting 
saint follows. They pass through the valley of Baca and make 
it a place of springs. The valley of Baca is not a locality. Baca 
means "weeping." The way to the earthly Zion leads through 
the gloomy places of weeping. So it is with all the saints of God. 
Affliction and tribulation is their lot as they walk in His ways 
and in His fellowship. But they pass through it rejoicing, filled 
with faith and hope, ever looking onward to the goal. "The 
path of the just is as the light of the morning becoming brighter 
and brighter unto that perfect day." The place of weeping 
becomes the place of springs, plenteous refreshment through 
faith in Him, who also passed through Baca. And heaven 
answers from above "the early rain covereth it with blessing." 
The promised showers of blessings fall (Ezek. 34:26)—the times 
of refreshings, the times of the restoration of all things, follow 
(Acts 3:19-20). They go from strength to strength and finally 
the goal is reached, "everyone appeareth before God in Zion." 



324 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

II. The Prayer of a Home-Going People. (Verses 8-12.) 
Hear my prayer, Jehovah, God of hosts; 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. 
See, 0 God our shield— 
And look upon the face of Thine Anointed. 
For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand, 
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God, 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
For a sun and shield is Jehovah—God 
Jehovah giveth grace and glory; 
No good will He withhold from those that walk uprightly 
Jehovah of Hosts. 
Happy is the man that trusteth in Thee. 

Most remarkable is the prayer "and look upon the face of 
Thine Anointed." The word "anointed" is "Messiah." We had 
this before in the Eightieth Psalm, where the son of Thy right 
hand is mentioned. It is our Lord Jesus Christ. That God¬ 
fearing remnant from whose hearts the veil is taken, whose eyes 
are opened know the story of Him, who after His finished work, 
took His place at the right hand of God. The One Hundred and 
Tenth Psalm bears the great prophetic testimony to this. He, 
the exalted One, who died for that nation, is the source and the 
assurance of all their blessings. Blessed assurance! Blessed 
comfort! Blessed peace! God looks upon His face, that face 
once marred and smitten, the face which shines out God's own 
glory, and for His sake and through Himself God saves and gives 
glory. 

And what a deep meaning there is attached to the words "For a 
sun and shield is Jehovah-God!" The sun does both, it smites and 
it shields. The smiting is symbolical of judgment. Of the sun 
David wrote in the Nineteenth Psalm, "His going forth is from 
the end of heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it, and there is 
nothing hid from the heat thereof" (Psa. 19:6). But for His 
trusting people He comes not with the smitings of judgment, but 
with healing beneath His wings (Mai. 3). But the sun also 
shields. The deadly germs of disease, of the pestilence cannot 
exist in the sunlight. All the destructive germs of pestilential 
diseases need darkness to prosper. The bright sunlight kills 
them. It has been discovered that in epidemics of Asiatic cholera 
the sides of a street, destitute of sunlight yield> the largest num¬ 
bers of victims, while the houses standing in the light of the 
sun are almost entirely exempt. So He shields as the sun and 
keeps them that trust in Him. 

How precious too is the word "Jehovah giveth grace and glory." 
Who can ever exhaust this terse statement. All grace, all glory, 
is the free gift of His unfathomable love displayed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. "Happy is the man that trusteth in Thee!" Beloved 
reader—is this your happiness? 
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THE EIGHTY-FIFTH PSALM 

Certain critics, who do not recognize the prophetic element in 
the Psalms, say that it was written after the return of the exiles 
from the Babylonian captivity. They base their claim on the 
expressed acknowledgment of God's goodness and mercy in the 
national restoration, in terms which, they say, could hardly apply 
to any other event. But the Psalm has nothing to do with the 
return of the small Jewish remnant after the seventy years' 
captivity was ended. It looks forward to the coming restoration, 
when they will be gathered out of all countries, when their iniquity 
will be taken away. It is the time when the prophetic statements 
in the great prophecy in Daniel 9 will be accomplished, when the 
transgression will be finished, when the everlasting righteousness 
will be brought in and every vision and prophecy sealed up 
(Dan. 9:24). 

I. The Great Anticipated Blessing. (Verses 1-3.) 

Thou hast shown favor to Thy land, Jehovah, 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 
Thou hast taken away the iniquity of Thy people; 
Thou hast covered all their sin. Selah. 
Thou hast taken away all Thy wrath; 
Thou hast turned from the fierceness of Thine anger. 

The opening verses of this Psalm speak of the fullest blessing 
in store for Israel. They are seen brought back from their age¬ 
long captivity, restored to their own land. That which the day 
of atonement foreshadows is now to become reality: their 
iniquity will be taken away and their sins shall be covered. Such 
will come to pass when the Lord, their once rejected King returns 
and they acknowledge and worship Him (Rom. 11:25-27). But 
the difficulty arises with the next verses. 

II. The Prayer Realization. (Verses 4-7.) 

Turn us, O God of our salvation; 
And cause Thy wrath towards us to cease. 
Wilt Thou be angry with us for ever? 
Wilt Thou continue Thine anger to all generations? 
Wilt Thou not turn and revive us, 
That Thy people may rejoice in Thee? 
Show us Thy loving-kindness, O Jehovah, 
And grant us Thy salvation. 

Why such a prayer if the great restoration has taken place? 
The difficulty is solved when we reckon with what is so often the 
case in these prophetic Psalms. Faith looks forward, resting 
upon the promises of God, and anticipates their fulfilment, sees 
that which is to be accomplished as already having taken place. 
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The prayer for realization will precede their deliverance in that 
coming day. Here is a prophetic description of the spirit of 
repentance which will be manifest in the believing remnant, looking 
forward to national and spiritual revival. The prayer will be 
answered. Jehovah will show them His loving-kindness and the 
long looked for salvation will come. It is the salvation as seen in 
anticipation in the first three verses of this Psalm. 

III. The Great Assurance. (Verses 8-13.) 
I will hear what God-Jehovah will speak, 
For He will speak peace to His people 
And to His beloved ones, so that they turn not to folly again. 
Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him, 
That Glory may dwell in our land. 
Loving-kindness and truth have met together, 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth springeth out of the earth 
And righteousness looketh down from heaven. 
Surely Jehovah giveth that which is good, 
And our land will give its increase. 
Righteousness shall go before Him, 
And shall lead us in the way of His steps. 

In these words faith and hope rise high in a glorious assurance. 
And why should they not? Have not all the prophets of God 
spoken of such a blessed destiny of Israel and Israel's land? And 
in what light does the modern Bible exegesis appear in the presence 
of such words of assurance? We mean the so-called postmil-
lennial school, which robs Israel of all her future blessings and 
glory and claims that the Church possesses all this. But neither 
is true. The blessings and glory promised to Israel are hers, 
and the God who cannot lie will keep His oath bound covenants; 
nor has the Church any of these earthly blessings in a spiritual 
form. What havoc this evaporating Bible exposition has made 
with prophecy! 

"He will speak peace to His people." He is the Prince of 
Peace, and with His return Judah shall be saved and Israel dwell 
safely. More than that He will speak peace to the nations, and 
wars shall cease unto the ends of the earth. Then glory dwells 
in Immanuel's land. It will be more than a spiritual glory, it 
will be the literal, visible glory which covers all (Isa. 4:5, 6). 

Verses 10-13 give a blessed description of what follows when 
Israel is saved and restored. Then in the earth loving-kindness 
and truth meet, and righteousness and peace are harmoniously 
one, so to speak, embrace each other and kiss. It points us to the 
cross. There Jehovah Himself, God the Son, revealed righteous¬ 
ness, owned righteousness, and through His ever blessed atoning 
death put God's righteousness on our side; and peace is there as 
the result of the work of righteousness. Then truth springs out 
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of the earth. Man acknowledges Him and His truth. The curse 
is gone, only that which is good is now on earth while the land 
prospers under the promised increase. And His redeemed Israel 
will be all righteous, all holy, through Him who is our righteous¬ 
ness and our sanctification. They will walk all in the way of 
His steps. 

THE EIGHTY-SIXTH PSALM 

The inscription of this Psalm tells us that it is "A prayer of 
David." One of the characteristic features of this Psalm is the 
sevenfold use of the name of God as "Adonai." David calls him¬ 
self "the servant of God" (verses 2, 6, 16). Adonai is the name 
of God which the pious Jew has used and still does so, instead of 
Jehovah, that is when an orthodox Jew comes to the word Jehovah, 
he substitutes for it Adonai. 

The question arises at once, Is the servant who speaks in prayer 
in this Psalm more than David, is it He who said on earth that 
He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give 
His life as a ransom for many? Is it altogether our Lord in His 
servant character so blessedly portrayed in the Gospel of Mark? 
That much in this Psalm can be applied to Hun as servant, who 
served and walked in humiliation among men, is obvious, but to 
say, as some have done, that it is a Messianic Psalm, showing 
forth Christ as God's perfect Servant on earth, is wrong. There 
are numerous objections to this exegesis, the notable one is the 
phrase in the eleventh verse, the prayer, "Unite my heart to fear 
Thy Name." This prayer does not belong into the lips of our 
blessed Lord. There was not need, as it is with us, His weak 
and erring servants, to pray that our wandering hearts, through 
the indwelling sin be delivered from the lust of the flesh, the eyes 
and the pride of life, and be thus united to fear His Name. We 
take it then that David prayed this prayer as the servant of God; 
that it is not only his prayer but the true prayer of faith and 
dependence of all, who through grace have become the servants 
of God. Above and over all towers He who was on earth the 
Servant of Jehovah, never failing, so wonderfully revealed in 
Isaiah (chapters 49 to 60). That certain expressions can be 
applied to Hun, who became poor for our sakes, that we by His 
poverty might be rich, is quite correct. 

I. The Prayer-plea of God's Servant. (Verses 1-7.) 
Bow down, Jehovah, Thine ear—answer me! 
For I am poor and needy. 
Preserve my soul, for I am God-fearing; 
O Thou my God save thy servant, 
He who trusteth in Thee. 
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Be merciful unto me, O Lord! 
For I call unto Thee every day. 
Rejoice the soul of Thy servant, 
For unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
For Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive, 
And full of loving-kindness to all that call upon Thee. 
O Jehovah, give ear unto my prayer, 
And attend to the voice of my supplications. 
In the day of my trouble I will call upon Thee, 
For Thou wilt answer me. 

The Psalm, like so many others, begins with the acknowledg¬ 
ment of the servants need and dependence. True our Lord lived 
on earth in His marvelous humiliation in poverty, in dependence 
on Him. But here it.is the creature's cry serving God and trust¬ 
ing in Him. The true servant looks to Jehovah, knows that His 
ear is open to the cry of the righteous and therefore in confidence 
he expects His answer. Blessedly shines out the beautiful adorn¬ 
ment of the true servant, humbleness; I am poor and needy. 
The more the servant exhibits this humility, the more He pleases 
Him who was meek and lowly. Then we can be assured that He 
heareth us. Cast upon the Lord, trusting in Him, walking in 
dependence on Him, assures the answer to the servant's prayer. 
He will be sustained, preserved, kept and saved out of earthly 
circumstances. How rich is David's life in this respect! And 
after him the servants of God in all ages make the same ex¬ 
periences. 

How confidently we can pray at all tunes. "Be merciful unto 
me, O Lord!" for, "He delighteth in mercy." Nor will joy 01 
peace ever be* lacking when the servant trusts in His loving-kind¬ 
ness, in calling upon Him. 0, that blessed assurance, known to 
the Old Testament saints, known to us in a higher sense, "Lord, 
Thou art good, ready to forgive" (1 John 1). The day of trouble 
comes, the refuge is prayer, the prayer of assurance, "Thou wilt 
answer me." Such is the servant's path. Some day the future 
servants of the Lord, after the Church's servants are no longer 
serving on earth, the godly Israelitish remnant, will walk in this 
way, and their prayers for deliverance and salvation out of 
earthly circumstances will be answered. 

And we must not forget that up yonder in the highest glory is 
He, the Servant, who too on earth trusted, depended, was cast 
upon God alone, the author and finisher of the faith. He knows 
the path and the servant's need and has left us the promise of 
supply according to His riches in glory. 

Ill The Glimpse of the Future. (Verses 8-9.) 
Among the gods there is none like Thee, O Lord; 
And there is nothing like unto Thy works. 
All the nations Thou hast made shall come 
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And worship before Thee, Lord, 
And shall glorify Thy name. 

Nations trust in their pretended "gods," who are not gods. 
There is but One, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and 
His works are the evidence of His existence. Thus Moses spake 
in his prayer. "For what God is there in heaven or earth, that 
can do according to Thy works, and according to Thy might" 
(Deut. 3:24). And there is a goal set. All nations will ultimately 
come worship before Him and glorify His name. Then His ser¬ 
vants will receive their reward and share His glorious kingdom. 
How great a thing it is to serve such a God! 

III. The Way of Prayer, Dependence, and Praise. (Verses 
10-14.) 

For great art Thou and doing wondrous things; 
Thou art God alone. 
Teach me Thy way, Jehovah; 
I will walk in Thy truth; 
Unite my heart to fear Thy name. 
I will praise Thee, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
And I will glorify Thy name for ever. 
For Thy loving-kindness is great towards me 
And Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest Sheol. 
O God the arrogant are risen against me, 
The assemblies of the violent seek after my soul, 
And have not set Thee before them. 

How important three stanzas are in this portion of the Psalm! 
"Teach me Thy way, Jehovah." There is a way which the Lord 
has for His servants; it is His way and can only be ascertained 
by prayer. Saul of Tarsus when the glory light had felled him, 
asked the question, "Lord what wilt Thou have me to do?" 

Such should be our prayer. The servant's path and his service 
must come from the servant's Lord. In Christendom men look 
to denominational appointments, to orders from superiors, to 
calls from churches and institutions, but He who is the Head of 
the body and is able to direct every member of that body, is often 
forgotten. Yet He has promised, "I will teach thee in the way 
in which thou shalt go." Equally important is the derision which 
follows this prayer, "I will walk in Thy truth." His way will 
always lead to the walk in His truth. To claim to be in His will 
and walk in His way without walking in His truth would mean 
hypocrisy. Then follows another prayer, which arises from the 
inner consciousness of a divided heart, of lack of definite purpose, 
of not following the Lord wholly, of not giving Him the place of 
pre-eminence. "Unite my heart to fear Thy name." We quote 
another. 

"This is indeed what is everywhere the great lack among the 
people of God. How much of our lives is not spent in positive 
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evil, but frittered away and lost in countless petty diversions 
which spoil effectually the positiveness of our testimony for God! 
How few can say with the Apostle, 'This one thing I do.' We 
are on the road—not at least, intentionally off it—but we stop to 
chase butterflies among the flowers, and make no serious progress. 
How Satan must wonder when he sees us turn away from 'the 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them,' when realized as 
his temptation, and yet yield ourselves with scarce a thought to 
endless trifles, lighter than the thistledown for which the child 
spends all his strength, and we laugh at him. If we examined our 
lives carefully in such an interest as this, how we would realize 
the multitude of needless anxieties, of self-imagined duties, of 
permitted relaxations, of 'innocent trifles,' which incessantly 
divert us from that in which alone is profit. How few perhaps 
would care to face such an examination day by day of the un¬ 
written history of their lives."* Yes, to make Christ our all, to 
follow Him closely, to have Him always set before our hearts and 
our eyes, to exalt and glorify Him, to be devoted to Him without 
a morbid legalism, this is what is needed in these closing days of 
our age. 

Then He will receive the praise of our whole heart and we shall 
glorify Hun for ever. Our praise is dependent on our walk in 
His way, in our walk in the truth, in having our heart united, in 
an increasing knowledge of Himself; the more we have of all this 
the greater will be our praise. 

IV. StUl Greater Reliance on God. (Verses 15-17.) 
But Thou, Lord, art the God of power, merciful and gracious 
Slow to anger, plenteous in loving-kindness and truth. 
O turn unto me and be gracious unto me, 
Give Thy strength unto Thy servant, 
And save the son of Thine handmaid. 
Shew me a token for good; 
That they which hate me may see it, and be ashamed; 
Because Thou, Jehovah, hast helped and comforted me. 

Our confidence rests upon the character of God. His infinite 
attributes stand therefore in the foreground of the closing section 
of this Psalm. In these attributes faith finds its assurance. Then 
we can plead as David did, "Be gracious unto me and give Thy 
strength unto Thy servant." What a blessed fact, so repeatedly 
stated in God's Word, that we can take hold of His strength, walk 
and act in His strength, go from strength to strength, enabled to 
do all things through Him who strengtheneth us. Blessed 
promises, yet how slow most believers are to appropriate them. 
And so Jehovah is our helper and our comforter. 

*F. W. Grant. 
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THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH PSALM 
This Psalm is one of the Korah Psalms and though short is 

deep in its meaning. In the preceding Psalm we read: "All 
nations whom Thou hast made shall come and worship before 
Thee, Lord, and glorify Thy name" (Psa. 86:9). In this Psalm 
we get a glimpse of the coming world-conversion, the new birth of 
nations, linked to Zion as their spiritual birthplace. In Isaiah 
60 we read that the Gentiles come to the light of Jerusalem, and 
kings to the brightness which will be revealed in Zion. This will 
be realized when the Redeemer comes to Zion, and turns away 
ungodliness from Jacob. Then nations will be born again, as we 
read in this Psalm, and be joined to His people. It will be a ful¬ 
fillment of Zechariah's prophecy. "Sing and rejoice, O daughter 
of Zion, for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith 
the Lord. And many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that 
day, and shall be My people" (Zech. 2:10, 11). Those who 
'spiritualize these prophecies, apply this and other prophecies of 
the new birth of nations to the gathering of the Church. 

I. The Glorious Zion. (Verses 1-3.) 
His foundation is in the holy mountains: 
Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion 
More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, 
O City of God. Selah. 

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the moun¬ 
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall 
flow unto it" (Isa. 2:2). This is in view in the opening verses of 
the Psalm. It was expressed before in the forty-eighth Psalm. 
"Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, 
His holy hill. Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is Mount Zion." He loveth the gates of Zion, for He will display 
there the visible glory of Him whom He hath enthroned as King 
upon the holy hill of Zion. There He will reign in majesty and 
glory. But who can tell out the glorious things which will then be 
revealed in the city of God! 

II. The Gathering of the Nations. (Verses 4-6.) 
I will mention Rahab and Babel, 
Among them that know me; 
Behold Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia: 
This—was born there. 
And of Zion it may be said, 
This one and that one were born in her. 
And the Highest establisheth her. 
Jehovah keeps record, when He writeth down the nations— 
This was born there. Selah. 



332 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

Here then is a description of Zion as the birthplace of nations. 
Rahab is not the harlot of Jericho, but Egypt (Isa. 51:9; Psa. 
89:10). It represents the southern world power, and Babylon 
the northern. Rahab means—pride; Babal—confusion. Their 
pride and confusion end when the glorious things of Zion have 
come. Their hostility and God opposition will cease; they will 
belong to those who know Him, the King of Zion and King of 
kings. Philistia, Tyre and Ethiopia are mentioned next. They 
also experience their national re-birth. Philistia was the nation 
making war; Tyre possessing riches was proud and arrogant; 
Ethiopia all powerful. But novv the time has come when 
"Ethiopia stretches out her hands unto God" (Psa. 68:31). Zion 
becomes a mother in which nations are born. "Who hath heard 
such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be 
made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? 
for as soon as Zion travailed she brought forth her children" (Isa. 
66:8). Then comes the great time of rejoicing. "Rejoice ye with 
Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her; rejoice for 
joy with her, all ye that mourn for her. . . ." 

"Lift up thine eyes round about, and see; all they gather them¬ 
selves together to come unto thee; thy sons shall come from afar, 
and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt 
see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; 
because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, 
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee" (Isa. 60:4-5). 
Such is the glorious prospect of Zion, when her King is enthroned. 
When we read "this one is born there," it does not mean in¬ 
dividuals, but nations as such. History has no record of a nation 
having been born again. The re-birth of nations will surely 
come in "that day." And so it will be said of Zion "this one and 
that one," meaning this nation and that nation, "were born in 
her." And Jehovah keeps a record as one after another of the 
nations are brought into the kingdom through Zion's exaltation 
and blessing. Then Zion becomes the glorious metropolis of the 
whole world. 

III. The Singing Times. (Verse 7.) 

And singing as well as dancing (they shall say) 
All my springs are in Thee. 

Beautiful tribute to Him! And suddenly there bursts out as 
from a multitude, in songs and with instruments to swell the 
melody . . . a voice which is one and individual, and yet the 
voice of all, a response echoing Jehovah's claim for the One Man 
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of His approval: "All my springs are in Thee." Milton para¬ 
phrased it in these words: 

Both they who sing and they who dance 
With sacred songs are there. 
In the fresh brooks and soft streams glance 
And all my fountains clear. 

It is the scene of joy and rejoicing, the time of singing. "Sing 
unto the Lord all the earth"; "Sing unto the Lord a new song, for 
He has done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm 
hath gotten Him the victory"; "Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord all ye lands"; "0 clap your hands, all ye people, shout unto 
God with the voice of triumph." All is future. All awaits the 
coming of the King. 

But we who are His, who know ourselves one with Him, dead 
with Him, risen with Him, seated in Him, know that all our 
springs are in Him, and only in Him. May we not only know it 
but drink more and more deeply of all these springs till, not in an 
earthly Zion, but above, He shall lead us "unto the living fountains 
of water." 

THE EIGHTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

By way of contrast, the preceding Psalm was one of hope and 
joy; this Psalm now before us, is one of gloom. Perhaps it is the 
darkest in all the Psalter, for it is a wail of sorrow from start to 
finish. Unlike other Psalms which begin with deep distress and 
sorrow, but end with the joy of deliverance, this one brings no 
relief. The Psalm begins with a deep complaint and it closes 
with the word "darkness." It has well been said—"One ray of 
light only struggles through the gloom, one star pierces that thick 
midnight blackness; it is the name by which the Psalmist addresses 
God—'0 God of my salvation.' " That he addresses God by that 
name is proof that faith and hope are not dead within him; it is 
the pledge of deliverance, though he does not yet possess the 
comfort of it. 

The old Latin expositors and many others have interpreted 
the Psalm as giving a prophetic picture of the sufferings of Christ 
in Gethsemane and on the cross. This, at least in part, is correct. 
To link it with the book and experience of Job, as done by 
Delitzsch, assuming that Job belongs to the Solomonic age, cannot 
be true. It is another Maschil Psalm, and the inscription "Maha-
lath Leannoth" means—Sickness for Humiliation. And so, as 
stated, the Psalm has been applied to Job, for he was humbled 
through sickness. Others have thought of Uzziah when smitten 
with leprosy, Jeremiah in the dungeon and also Hezekiah in his 
sickness. But this is only guess-work. 
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I. The Cry of Sorrow and Affliction. (Verses 1-7.) 

0 Jehovah, God of my salvation, 
By day and by night have I cried before Thee; 
Let my prayer come before Thee; 
Incline Thine ear to my cry; 
For my soul is filled with troubles, 
And my life draweth nigh unto Sheol. 
1 am counted with them that go down unto the pit, 
I am like a man that hath no strength. 
As among the dead, cast away. 
Like the slain that lie in the grave, 
Whom Thou dost remember no more, 
Who are cut off from Thy hand. 
Thou hast laid me into the lowest pit, 
In the darkest places—the depths. 
Thy fierce wrath lieth hard upon me. 
And Thou hast afflicted me with all Thy waves. Selah. 

Here, then, is the description of a great sufferer, yet in all his 
suffering and affliction he maintains his confidence in God as the 
God of his salvation. Saints in the past have suffered, some are 
suffering now, and there will be great suffering of Jewish saints 
during the great tribulation. But One has suffered as no saint 
could ever suffer. The Holy One, the just One who died for the 
unjust, passed through all and even much more than what is written 
in the words of this Psalm. He was filled with troubles and sor¬ 
rows, for He was the man of sorrows, acquainted with griefs. 
But more than that. As the substitute of sinners God's hand 
rested upon Him in judgment. What does it mean, "Thou hast 
laid Me into the lowest pit, in the darkest places, the depths"? 
No Saint can answer what it all must have meant to Him. Nor 
can we understand the affliction which came upon Him when 
God's waves of judgment passed over Him. And so have also 
suffered the saints of God, but never in the way that He 
suffered. 

II. I Have Cried Unto Thee, Jehovah. (Verses 8-12.) 

Thou hast put my familiar friends far from me, 
Thou hast made me an abomination unto them; 
I am shut up, I cannot come forth. 
Mine eye wasteth away because of affliction; 
I have called upon Thee, Jehovah, throughout the day; 
I have stretched forth my hands unto Thee. 
Wilt Thou do wonders unto the dead? 
Shall the shades arise? Shall they praise Thee? Selah. 
Shall Thy loving-kindness be told in the grave? 
Or Thy faithfulness in destruction? 
Shall Thy wonders be known in the darkness? 
And Thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 
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A hand rests upon the sufferer; he has been smitten and afflicted 
and now we have in these words the expression of his confidence. 
He knows whose hand it is. Though his familiar friends have 
forsaken him, despised him, looked upon him as an abomination, 
and he wasteth away, yet he continues to call upon Jehovah all 
the day long. His hands are stretched forth to Him. He knows 
it will not be in vain. While all this finds an application in His 
experience we may see here also once more the sufferings of the 
Jewish remnant in future days, during the end-tribulation, when 
all is dark and nothing but death and the grave stare them in the 
face. Yet will they call upon Jehovah and stretch out their hands 
pleadingly to Him who is able to deliver them from death and 
the grave. 

III. Jehovah—Why? (Verses 13-18.) 

But as for me—unto Thee, Jehovah, have I cried, 
And in the morning my prayer cometh to meet Thee. 
Jehovah, why easiest Thou off my soul? 
Why hidest Thou Thy face from me? 
From my youth have I been afflicted and ready to die; 
I have suffered Thy terrors—I am distracted. 
Thy wrath passeth over me, 
Thy terrors have silenced me. 
They have compassed me like waters all the day. 
They have surrounded me together. 
Lover and friend hast Thou removed far from me; 
My nearest friends—are darkness. 

Wrath, Death, the Grave and Darkness are here summed 
together by the sufferer. Well has one said—"The Psalm ends 
with an energetic expression of its main thought—the immediate 
vicinity of death. The darkness is thickest at the end just as it is 
in the morning, before the rising of the sun" (Hengstenberg). But 
here, at least in this Psalm, the sun does not rise. Darkness is 
the last word. How much in this concluding paragraph reminds 
us of Him and that mysterious "Why?" which came out of the 
three hours of darkness which enshrouded the cross. "Why 
hidest Thou Thy face from me?" Yes, the face of God was 
hidden from Him, so that we might see God, as the Holy Father, 
the Father of Love and Grace. Wrath and terrors passed over Him 
in a way we cannot understand. But, thank God, the sufferings 
are ended, and while this Psalm ends with darkness, the light and 
glory of resurrection have come. Saints may often in despair 
see no hope, yet there is hope for all who trust in Him, and darkness 
will be followed by light, the light of that coming day—"when the 
day breaks and the shadows flee away." 
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THE EIGHTY-NINTH PSALM 

This Psalm ends the third section, the Leviticus portion of the 
book. It is a national Psalm, which has for a foundation the 
Davidic Covenant as recorded in 2 Samuel 7:8-17. The great 
promises given in that covenant are re-affirmed in this Psalm. 
Here we read of the oath of God "sworn unto David," an oath-
bound covenant; the house of David, the throne of David, his 
kingdom and its perpetuity. And all rests according to the opening 
verses of this Psalm on the attributes of God—His loving-kindness 
and His faithfulness. It is celebrated in holy song. There are 
certain words and thoughts frequently repeated through the 
Psalm. Especially marked is the reference to the "faithfulness of 
God" in the confirmation of His covenant promises. See the 
following verses: 1, 2, 5, 8, 14, 24, 28, 33, 37, 49. The word 
"covenant" is prominent in verses 3, 28, 34 and 39. "I will not 
lie" is found in verses 34 and 35; "I have sworn" in verses 3, 
35 and 49. 

On account of our limited space we shall not quote the full text 
of this lengthy Psalm. The reader should take the Bible and 
read the Psalm with the comment we give. Its division is simple. 
There are two sections, to this Maschil (for understanding) of 
Ethan the Ezrahite. Ethan very significantly means "constant, 
durable." The first section, the longest, describes beautifully 
the covenant. It is contained in verses 1-37. The second section, 
verses 38 to 51 tells us in a strange contrast with the first section 
the unratified covenant and its seeming failure. It will not always 
be so. The Day is not far away when He who is the Son of 
David according to the flesh will occupy David's throne, when He, 
the First-born, will become the Highest of the kings of the earth. 

I. The Davidic Covenant: Its Promises and Foundation. 
(Verses 1-37.) 

I will sing for ever of the loving-kindness of Jehovah, 
I will make known with my mouth Thy faithfulness to all generations. 
For I have said, Loving-kindness shall be built up for ever; 
In the heaven of heavens shall Thy faithfulness be established. 
I have made a covenant with My chosen, 
I have sworn unto David My servant; 
For ever will I establish thy seed, 
And will build up thy throne to all generations. Selah. 
And the heavens shall praise Thy wonders, Jehovah, 
And Thy faithfulness in the congregation of the holy ones. (Verses 1-5.) 

Jehovah is the One who has made the covenant. We remind 
ourselves of the historical background. David had it upon his 
heart to proceed with the building of a house. As he spoke to 
Nathan the Prophet about it, the prophet tried to encourage him. 
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He spoke without a message from the Lord. Then the Lord 
spoke to Nathan and revealed His covenant with David. Not 
David could build a house for the Lord, but the Lord would 
build David a house. The heart of that covenant is the following 
words, "And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established 
for ever before thee; thy throne shall be established for ever" 
(2 Sam. 7:16). All of course goes beyond David and his natural 
offspring. The One whose is the kingdom and the power and 
glory is He whom David called His Lord, though according to the 
flesh He was the Son of David. The whole covenant has for its 
foundation the loving-kindness of Jehovah. Loving-kindness is 
only another word for our New Testament expression "the Grace 
of God." The Lord asked nothing of David, and the words of 
sovereign grace, "I will," are prominent in the covenant. The 
covenant is assured through Jehovah's faithfulness. Though 
centuries may come and go and millennia pass, during which 
David's throne is unoccupied and all seems to have failed, yet the 
time is surely coming when verse 27 of this Psalm will find its 
blessed accomplishment in Him, the glorified Son of Man, "Also 
I will make Him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth." 
All in these opening verses points to Christ, the true Servant', and 
also that seed, those who believe on Him. And let us not over¬ 
look that the heavens are mentioned here also on account of that 
heavenly seed which belongs to Christ our Lord. His faithfulness 
is established in the heaven of heavens and "the heavens shall 
praise Thy wonders." The sure mercies of David (Isa. 55:3) are 
fulfilled in Christ, the true David. He has His seed, the travail 
of His soul, the great company of the redeemed, His body. The 
heavens shall praise these wonders of His grace, for, as we read in 
Ephesians, "That now unto the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places might be known by the Church the manifold 
wisdom of God" (Ephes. 3:10) 

In verses 6-8 the glory of God is revealed and considered. "Who 
can be likened unto Jehovah? Who is as mighty as Jah?" His 
supremacy is revealed everywhere (verses 9-12). The sea waves 
arose tumultuously. He knows how to still them. It reminds 
us of His majestic "Peace! Be still!" in the days of His humiliation, 
when winds and waves obeyed His voice. Rahab, here proud 
Egypt, is crushed by Him. Heaven and earth are His, the world 
and its fulness. He is the creator of all. 

Verses 13-17 make known and celebrate His governmental 
powers. Righteousness and judgment are the foundations of 
His throne. His arm is mighty. His right hand is exalted. 
Beautiful are verses 15-17. 

Happy are the people that know the joyful sound. 
They shall walk, O Jehovah, in the light of Thy countenance. 
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In Thy Name do they rejoice all the day. 
And in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted. 
For Thou art the glory of their strength, 
And by Thy favor shall our horn be exalted. 

All this refers to godly Israel first of all and their blessedness. 
But it has a wider application. Think of the joyful sound—not 
Israel's festive trumpets alone—but the Gospel sound. If 
obeyed, a walk and life follows in the light of His countenance, 
rejoicing in Him, and ultimately a glorious exaltation. 

Verses 18-37 bring more fully in view the Davidic covenant and 
its final accomplishment in the Son of David, our Lord. How 
He stands out in these verses, revealed in connection with His 
progenitor David. It is Christ, not David, who is the Holy One, 
the mighty One, the exalted One, the anointed One, terms all 
found in the text of this Psalm. His enemies will be smitten 
down; He shall be exalted. 

I will set His hand into the sea 
And His right hand in the rivers. 

Then we have that blessed verse which speaks more fully of 
Him as the First-born and His destiny. 

Also I will make Him my First-born, 
Higher than the Kings of the earth. (Verse 27.) 

God sent Him as the Only-Begotten Son, and by incarnation 
He became Son of God. Thus He was revealed in His life of 
humiliation—God manifested in the flesh. And after He died 
the sacrificial death for which He came from heaven, He became 
in resurrection the First-born, the First Begotten from the dead. 
As such He is to be manifested; He will return, and then He 
receives the Kingdom, into which all the nations of the earth will 
be gathered. "Higher than the kings of the earth"; it is the 
same as "Lord of lords and King of kings." 

But we must divide the Word of Truth rightly. Verses 29-32 
must not be applied to the heavenly seed of Christ, but to David's 
posterity. 

Yet in spite of their unfaithfulness, their turning away from 
the Lord, as history so fully demonstrates, His loving-kindness 
will not utterly be taken away from them, nor will His faithful¬ 
ness fail. And if such a comfort is given to the wayward, wander¬ 
ing seed of David, how much surer becomes our assurance of 
everlasting salvation and glory. What a statement, "I will not 
lie unto David. His seed shall endure for ever, and His throne 
as the sun before me." It is God's faithfulness to Him who is 
the true seed of David and the spiritual seed He has in those who 
are born from above. Sun and moon are mentioned here sym¬ 
bolically. It points to that glorious day of the Kingdom to 
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come, when He receives His throne and the promise will be ful¬ 
filled, "Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light and 
the days of thy mourning shall be over" (Isa. 60:20). 

II. The Unratified Covenant and its Seeming Failure. 
(Verses 38-51.) 

And now comes a sudden and strange change. The light of 
the first section of this Psalm is turned into darkness; the hopeful 
strain of assurance gives way to despair and hopelessness. We 
hear the mournful expressions, "Thou hast cast us off and rejected 
and hast been angry with Thine anointed" (verse 38). They 
imagine that the covenant is annulled and the crown is in the 
dust. Fences are broken down, strongholds laid in ruins. They 
are spoiled by their enemies, defeated and dishonored. They are 
covered with shame. 

How then can all this be explained? The first part of this 
Psalm celebrates the faithfulness and loving-kindness of God to 
David, looks forward to Him who is the Son of David, our Lord, 
and how in the future the covenant shall be fully carried out and 
He shall have the throne of His Father David and the promised 
kingdom. In the closing section we see revealed the conditions 
which precede that coming day. Israel is unbelieving, they have 
rejected the sure mercies of David; they rejected Himself when 
He came and all which is recorded here has come to pass and is 
still so. 

But it is a confession, an acknowledgment. And here is the 
hope of that glorious future for Israel. Who acknowledge it all? 
Certainly not that great mass of infidel Jews, those who reject 
everything Jewish, who have no use for God's promises, who sneer 
against religion, who hate the synagogue of true Jews as much 
as they hate the Christian Church, the rabble of Jewish Com¬ 
munists, the leaders and followers of the godless. Their lips 
would never acknowledge mournfully these conditions, nor would 
they pray, "How long, Jehovah? wilt Thou hide Thyself and shall 
Thy wrath burn like fire?" Their lips will never utter the plea, 
"Lord, where are Thy former kindnesses, which Thou swearest 
unto David in Thy Truth? Remember, Lord, the reproach oi 
Thy servants!" 

The confession and the prayer come from the hearts and lips 
of Israel's godly, yet future remnant. The confession and prayer 
will be answered when the First-born is revealed as Israel's king. 

And then the word of praise and blessing with which again the 
Psalm section closes will be heard in that coming day. "Blessed 
be the Lord for evermore. Amen and Amen." 



PART IV 

THE NUMBERS SECTION 

PSALMS 90 TO 106 





THE NINETIETH PSALM 

We begin the study of the fourth section of the Psalms. It 
corresponds to the Book of Numbers and extends from the Nine¬ 
tieth Psalm to the One Hundred and Sixth. 

The guidance of the collector is very much in evidence. An 
uninspired collector of the Psalms, in putting them into a book 
might have put the oldest one of the Psalms, the Ninetieth, the 
Psalm of Moses, in the beginning of the book. But we find it 
instead in the beginning of this fourth section. And how very 
appropriate! The Book of Numbers records the great tragedy 
of a generation dying in the wilderness, never reaching the goal, 
the land of promise. It was on account of unbelief. Moses saw 
them dying. They were carried away and cut down like the 
grass. It must have been then as he looked upon the dying 
people whom he had led forth from Egypt that Moses was moved 
by the Spirit of God to write this Psalm. We read it at funerals 
when we consign the dead to mother earth. It is the Psalm of 
the first man—Adam, through whom sin and death came, on 
account of his transgression. Death, physical death, is in the 
world on account of sin, and in this Psalm we read of the ravages 
of sin and the power of death. 

Luther remarked on this Psalm—"Just as Moses acts in teaching 
the law, so does he hi this Psalm. For he preaches death, sin 
and condemnation, in order that he may alarm the proud who 
are secure in their sins, and that he may set before their eyes their 
sin and evil." The Mosaic authorship cannot be questioned. 
Though written over three thousand years ago it still fits, hi spite 
of human pride and the boasting human conditions. 

I. The Mighty and the Eternal Lord. (Verses 1-2.) 
O Lord, Thou hast been a dwelling place for us 
In all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Yea, from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God! 

How sublime this beginning! Man is the creature of God, the 
offspring of God. "So God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God created He him; male and female created He 
them" (Gen. 1:27). "And the Lord God formed man out of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). 

He is therefore not an evolved animal, but a creature in a 
class by himself. He has a body taken from the ground and 
possesses what the animal does not possess, endless being. Again 
it is written: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it thou wast taken; for 
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dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return" (Gen. 3:19). 
Man had sinned, left Him who is the habitation for the creature, 
and the result was physical death; the wages of sin is death 
Yet the eternal Lord God, who formed the earth and the world, 
who is from everlasting to everlasting, from age to age, or as it 
has been rendered from "generation to generation," abides the 
dwelling place for His lost creature. There is the possibility for 
man to be brought back to Hun, to Him who is the only dwelling 
place. In order to accomplish this a second man, another Adam, 
was needed. Of Him the next Psalm speaks. And so in all 
generations there have been those for whom the Lord has been the 
dwelling place, who experienced what it means, "The eternal God 
is thy refuge and underneath are the everlasting arms (Deut.33:27). 

II. The Ravages of Death. (Verses 3-6.) 
Thou turnest frail man to dust 
And sayest, Return, ye children of men! 
But a thousand years in Thy sight 
Are but as yesterday when it is past 
And as a watch in the night. 
Thou sweepest them away as a flood; 
They are as a sleep— 
In the morning they are as grass that groweth up; 
In the morning it flourisheth and springeth up; 
By the evening it is cut down and withereth. 

God does all this. But is it true that this is God's plan, God's 
purpose that it should be so? Did He will it to be so? Did He 
create a creature in His own image and then put the sentence upon 
that creature, "dust thou art and to dust thou shalt return"? 
He makes frail man to return to dust; this is His will now, he 
carries them away; they have become as grass and the flower of the 
grass. But while this sentence of death has been uttered and thus 
His will has been expressed, it was not according or of His will. 
Man is fallen and death reigns through sin from Adam onward. 
Yet God showed the possibility of death being set aside, dem¬ 
onstrating His victory over death, by the sudden translation 
of Enoch, who walked with God, who was translated by faith that 
he should not see death (Heb. 11). Also in the case of Elijah. A 
prophetic glimpse of a promised future event (1 Thess. 4:17-18). 

And even if man lives on earth a thousand years, as Methuselah 
did, a thousand years in His sight are as a day that is past or a 
watch of the night. They are carried away, swept away as a 
flood, a reference to the judgment which swept human life away 
in the days of Noah. In Second Peter 3:4-8 we are reminded of 
this and there also we read, "Be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as a day." Man is as a sleep. Indeed sleep which is given 
to man to refresh him has become a type, a picture of death. 
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III. And Why is it So? (Verses 7-10.) 
For we are consumed by Thine anger 
And by Thy wrath are we troubled. 
Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, 
Our secret sins in the light of Thy countenance. 
For all our days have passed away in Thy wrath, 
We are spending our years as a thought. 
The days of our years are three score yeais and ten, 
And if by reason of strength, four score years— 
And their pride is nothing but labor and vanity. 
Soon it is cut off, and we fly away. 

And why is it so? The answer is a word of three letters— 
Sin. Thou hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in 
the light of Thy countenance. The frailty of life, its shortness, 
in the beginning consisting of hundreds of years, but now seventy 
or perhaps eighty years, filled with labor and vanity—all is on 
account of sin. And all these years are passed as a thought, or as 
it also can be translated, "a moan." 

Such indeed is life through sin, a great prolonged moan. And 
even in the pleasures and enjoyment of life, such as a natural man 
boasts of, there is the moan. Then soon it is cut off "and we fly 
away," leave this earthly scene to enter eternity. 

IV. The Lesson it Teaches. (Verses 11-17.) 
Who knoweth the power of Thine anger? 
Even according to Thy fear, so is Thy wrath. 
So teach us to number our days, 
That we may obtain a heart of wisdom. 
Return, Jehovah! How long? 
And let it repent Thee concerning Thy servants. 
Satisfy us in the morning with Thy loving-kindness, 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Make us glad according to the days Thou hast afflicted us 
And the years wherein we have seen evil. 
Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants 
And Thy Glory upon their children. 
And Jet the beauty of Jehovah our Lord be upon us, 
And establish Thou the work of our hands upon us, 
Even the work of our hands establish Thou it. 

The contemplation of the first part of this Psalm teaches us very 
practical lessons. This is expressed in prayer. And the first 
petition is that we may number our days. Life is short, life is un¬ 
certain and we need to remember how fleeting all is, how true it is 
that all flesh is as grass. And if we remember this then we shall 
obtain a heart of wisdom. The wisdom consists in realizing the 
need of Him and then seeking His presence by turning to Him. 
This is expressed in the prayer—"Return, Jehovah! How long?" 
But the prayer rises higher. 

"Satisfy us in the morning with Thy loving-kindness that we 
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may rejoice and be glad all our days." Through Him who died 
for our sins, who was buried and rose again on the third day, we 
have the assurance that sin and death are conquered foes for those 
who believe on Him. There is a morning coming when joy ever¬ 
lasting begins, when death is no more, when all tears will be wiped 
away. For the true Israel comes also the day of gladness after the 
long years of evil, of night and judgment. Then "the Beauty 
of Jehovah" will be upon them and the work of their hands will be 
established. 

THE NINETY-FIRST PSALM 

This is one of the much beloved Psalms. Saints of all ages have 
turned to it and found their faith strengthened by reading its 
assuring statements. What a contrast with the preceding one! 
The ninetieth Psalm is the Psalm of death; the ninety-first the 
Psalm of life. One is the Psalm of darkness, the other the Psalm 
of light. In the one we see life swept away, in the other it is 
sustained and preserved. The ninetieth Psalm is the Psalm of 
the first man, the one which follows is the Psalm of the second 
man, the Lord from heaven. It is Messianic. That probably is 
laughed down and denied in the camp of Modernism, but Satan 
is a more learned Bible expositor than these modernistic scholars. 
When he had the Lord on the pinnacle of the Temple and tempted 
Him to cast Himself down he quoted this Psalm, or rather mis¬ 
quoted, as he always does, when using Scripture. The eleventh 
and twelfth verses show that the Psalm is Messianic. 

I. In the Secret Place. (Verses 1-2). 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
Shall tent under the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of Jehovah, He is My refuge and My fortress; 
My God, in Him will I trust. 

Beautiful words! Here we see the same One who is revealed 
as the righteous and blessed Man in the first Psalm. It is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the perfect, the holy, the sinless Man. He 
always dwells in the secret place of the Most High. We hear 
Him speaking in Proverbs, "When He prepared the heavens I 
•was there; when He set a compass upon the face of the depth; 
when He established the clouds above, when He strengthened the 
fountains of the deep; when He gave to the sea His decree, that 
the waters should not pass His commandment, when He appointed 
the foundations of the earth, then I was with Him, as One brought 
up with Hun, and was daily His delight, rejoicing always before 
Him" (Prov. 8:27-30). Such was His eternal dwelling place. 
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And when He came to earth to become the second Man, the last 
Adam, to live the life of trust and dependence, He dwelled in 
His presence and tented under the shadow of El Shaddai. Through 
H,im we too can now dwell in the secret place of the Most High 
and tent under His shadow. 

II. Assurance of Preservation and Protection. (Verses 3-8). 
He shall surely deliver thee from the snare of the fowler. 
From the pestilence which destroys. 
He shall cover Thee with His feathers, 
And under His wings shalt thou find refuge; 
His truth shall be shield and buckler. 
Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror by night— 
Nor of the arrow that flieth by day; 
Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; 
Nor for destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
A thousand shall fall by thy side. 
And ten thousand at thy right hand, 
But it shall not come nigh thee. 
Only with thine eye shalt thou behold 
And see the reward of the wicked. 

Let us think of Himself first of all. There was no sin in Him, 
and that which is the result of sin, disease and death, had no claim 
on Him. In every way He was the perfect Man, and because He 
trusted in God His Father, walked in perfect obedience, the great 
fowler, Satan, could not catch Him nor the pestilence of destruc¬ 
tion. Covered by His feathers, under His wings, the perfect Man 
on earth found His constant refuge. He knew no fear; that 
which befell others could never come nigh unto Him. 

And His own follow Him in the life of trust and obedience, 
claiming also preservation and protection. Yet how true it is 
"our body is dead on account of sin." Fanaticism may claim all 
these statements as having an absolute meaning for the trusting 
child of God, experience teaches often the opposite. Because we 
are the failing and erring creatures of the dust we need discipline 
and have to pass through the tests of faith. Yet in it all the 
believer can be in perfect peace, knowing that all is well. "Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust" is the summit of true faith and con¬ 
fidence in God. 

The statement of the sixth verse is of interest. Medical science 
and bacteriology has discovered that the deadly germs of disease 
cannot exist in the sunlight. Their dwelling place is in the dark¬ 
ness, away from the light of the sun. Here is stated that which 
painstaking scientists have but recently discovered that "pesti¬ 
lence walketh in darkness." 



348 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

III. Because—Deliverance, Exaltation, and Glory. (Verses 
9-16). 

Because Thou hast made Jehovah, my refuge 
Even the Most High Thy habitation. 
There shall no evil befall Thee, 
Neither shall any plague come near Thy tent. 
For He shall give His angels charge over Thee 
To keep Thee in all Thy ways. 
They shall bear Thee up in their hands, 
Lest Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. 
Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the adder, 
The young lion and the serpent shalt Thou trample under foot. 
Because He hath set His love upon Me, 
Therefore will I deliver Him, 
I will set Him on high, because He hath known My Name. 
He shall call on Me, and I will answer; 
I will be with Him in trouble, 
I will deliver and honor Him. 
With length of days will I satisfy Him, 
And show Him My salvation. 

Three times in this concluding section of the Psalm we find the 
word "Because." It is a key to the better understanding of these 
blessed words. The first tells us that He has made it possible that 
Jehovah can be the refuge for His trusting people. This is the 
real meaning of "Because Thou hast made Jehovah, my refuge." 
In His perfect life on earth Jehovah was indeed His own refuge at all 
times and He dwelt unbrokenly in Him. The Most High was His 
habitation. Through Him and His perfect work and perfect trust 
the same refuge and habitation is now open for His Saints. His 
perfect trust and obedience led Him to the cross, and through His 
finished work the door to Jehovah as refuge and habitation is now 
wide open for all who become His by faith. But this is not exactly 
seen in this Psalm, for the cross is not mentioned. It reveals Him 
as the perfect, the second Man in His life on earth. "He is not 
another man of the earth merely, a mere Adam that has never 
fallen: and who by virtue of that very unfallen state, could never 
have been a pilgrim. But here is One whose glory shines out in 
His very humiliation. He is a wayfarer, not a steward turned 
out of His stewardship; outside Paradise, indeed, but not ban¬ 
ished from it; One with His home in God, yet in an alien world, 
and whither should His steps be directed, but towards God, His 
home, and to the place where His home is? Thus even here (in 
His humiliation) heaven opens to Him. He is in a hostile world, 
and must have an escort; and angels are charged concerning Him, 
to keep Him in all His ways. Those blessed feet, traveling through 
a place which is all in disorder, and might even?seem haphazard, 
must "be preserved from casualty" (Numerical Bible.) 

It is the next verse which Satan quoted when he demanded that 
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the meek and lowly One should make a great outward display by 
casting Himself down from the Temple tower. But he omitted 
"to preserve Thee in all Thy ways." The enemy is mentioned as 
the lion and the adder. The lion represents force and the adder 
cunning and deception. This is the picture of Satan we have in 
the New Testament—the roaring lion and the angel of light, the 
wiles of the devil. But He has trampled him under foot and 
stripped him of his power. And His own, who are one with Him, 
who follow the path of obedience, who walk in His steps, will also 
be kept, kept till their work is done. Their feet are moving 
toward the same home of glory, where He the forerunner is, the 
Father's house with its many mansions. Through Him they 
also can be more than conquerors till that blessed day comes 
when Satan shall be completely bruised under their feet (Rom. 
16:20). 

And "Because He hath set His love upon Me . . . Because 
He hath known My Name . . . I will deliver Him. . . . I will 
set Him on high." That perfect Man went into the jaws of death. 
He went down into the lowest parts of the earth, which means 
death and the grave. Deliverance came on that third day, when 
"God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory." I will set 
Him on high! The first chapter of the Ephesians tells us what this 
means. "When He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at 
His own right hand in the heavenlies, far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come. 
And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the 
head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fulness 
of Him that filleth all in all." He ascended upon high; all power 
in heaven and on earth is His. Out of all the trouble, which means 
His suffering as the- sin-bearer—He has been delivered and been 
thus honored by God. In resurrection He has received length of 
days, even eternal life in His risen glorified human body, thus 
becoming the head of the new creation, and through Him God's 
salvation is revealed to all who believe. In meditating on this 
Psalm the heart cries out first, "Hallelujah, What a Saviour." 
And then we can add, Hallelujah, what a place, to be one with Him, 
in possession of His life and His glory. Abiding in Him may we 
walk even as He walked. 

THE NINETY-SECOND PSALM 

After that beautiful ninety-first Psalm, the Psalm of the second 
Man, the description of His perfect life and trust, His preservation 
and triumph, praise and worship is in order. This we find in the 
next Psalm. It has for an inscription "for the Sabbath Day." 
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Blessed rest is found in praise, in worship and adoration. But let 
us remind ourselves that the full worship and praise is not revealed 
here. It is worship connected with an earthly sanctuary, and pro¬ 
phetically looks forward to the time when once more an earthly 
sanctuary is in Jerusalem where His redeemed people will worship. 
Our worship as believers is higher. It is worship in Spirit and in 
Truth; it is worship in a heavenly sanctuary. We bring our 
spiritual sacrifices, the fruit of our lips, and sing with heart and lips 
the greatest worship hymn which human lips can utter—"Unto 
Him who loveth us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us priests and kings unto God His Father, to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever. Amen" (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

I. The Praise of the Most High. (Verses 1-5.) 

It is a good thing to give praise unto Jehovah, 
And to sing praises unto Thy Name, O most high! 
To make known Thy loving-kindness in the morning 
And Thy faithfulness night after night. 
Upon an instrument of ten strings and the lute. 
Upon the harp with a solemn sound. 
For Thou, 0 Jehovah, hast made me glad by Thy work. 
I will triumphantly sing of the work of Thy hands. 
Jehovah, how great are Thy works! 
Thy thoughts are very deep. 

The name "Most High" is one of the millennial names of God, 
when all the earth will worship and praise Him. The Psalms 
which follow, beginning with "The Lord reigneth" and with "sing¬ 
ing unto the Lord" (93:95 to 100) are all prophetic of the coming 
age when the Lord indeed will reign. The work of the Lord by 
which gladness has come to His people Israel is His work of 
deliverance. 

Besides this prophetic application we find something here for 
ourselves. Every morning when we awake we must praise Him 
for all His loving-kindness. Look upon each day as a new gift 
from Himself and praise Him for it. The more we begin the day 
in praise and worship the better it will go during that day. Neglect 
of praise, even when all things are against us, grieves the Holy 
Spirit. When evening comes we must praise Hun for His faith¬ 
fulness revealed during the day spent. And thus morning and 
night must be filled with thanksgiving. And when we wake dur¬ 
ing the night His Spirit can direct us also to praise Him. 

The musical instruments mentioned are often used to justify 
the use of elaborate music, musical programs, etc., in "Church 
services." But true Christian worship cannot be patterned after 
Israel's earthly worship. It does not need sweet melodies, sooth¬ 
ing tunes, to stir the emotions of the soul. The Holy Spirit must 
do that. Let us remember, in the beginning of the times of the 
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Gentiles a false, carnal worship was started, described in Daniel 4, 
and such a false worship can be traced during the entire times of 
the Gentiles. 

II. The Brutish and the Fool, Their Coming Destruction. 
(Verses 6-10.) 

A brutish man knoweth not, 
And a fool does not understand this. 
When the wicked spring as the grass, 

And all the workers of iniquity flourish. 
Then shall they be destroyed for ever; 
But Thou art a high place for ever, Jehovah. 
For, lo, Thine enemies, Jehovah,— 
For, lo. Thine enemies shall perish; 
All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
But my horn shalt Thou exalt like that of an unicorn; 
I shall be anointed with fresh oil. 

It is a retrospect, reviewing the conditions as they were on the 
earth before the Lord interfered. Man is brutish, acting like the 
beast that perishes. Man is made upright, to walk and look up, 
but he looks down and grovels in the filth of sin. He is a fool, 
lacking his right senses, and he cannot understand because his 
foolish heart is darkened. And the brutish man and the fool, 
who deny God, reject His Word, despise His offer of salvation, 
loving darkness more than light, increase everywhere as the age 
is about to end. Then comes the great plunge so vividly de¬ 
scribed in the Word of God, when man becomes altogether foolish 
and acts rebellious against God and against His Anointed. Then 
when in material things all seems to nourish, when they say 
"Peace and safety," sudden destruction will be their lot. But 
Jehovah remains the high place, the place of shelter and refuge 
for His people. His enemies, and Israel's enemies, and the enemies 
of all His people will perish. Israel's horn will be exalted. Fresh 
oil, the Holy Spirit, will come upon them. The Spirit will be 
poured upon them from on high "and the wilderness become a 
fruitful field . . . and the work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever. 
And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure 
dwellings, and in quiet resting places" (Isa. 32: 15-18). 

III. The Blessed Portion of a Redeemed People. (Verses 
11-13.) 

Mine eye shall witness as to mine enemies, 
Mine ears shall hear about the wicked that rise up against me. 
The righteous shall nourish like the palm tree. 
He shall grow like a cedar of Lebanon. 
They that are planted in the house of Jehovah, 
Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
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They shall still be strong in old age, 
They shall have life and be green; 
To witness that Jehovah is upright. 
He is my rock and there is no perversity in Him. 

The redeemed shall see the complete overthrow of all their 
enemies. Their ears will hear of the defeat. The palm tree and 
the cedar of Lebanon are mentioned. The palm tree is the em¬ 
blem of victory; the cedar denotes strength and seriousness. Such 
are the righteous as they walk in fellowship with Jehovah- He 
takes care of them and even in old age their strength will be 
undiminished. While all this is in a measure true now, it will be 
accomplished in redeemed Israel. 

THE NINETY-THIRD PSALM 

A brief but a most instructive prophetic Psalm. It consists 
only of five verses. They are in fullest keeping with the two 
preceding Psalms. 

Jehovah reigneth! 
He is clothed with majesty; 
Jehovah is clothed, He hath girded Himself with strength; 
The World also is established, that it shall Hot be moved. 
Thy throne is established of old— 
Thou art from eternity. 

Jehovah has come to begin His glorious reign over the earth. 
It is Jehovah the Son. He appeared once unto Moses in the burn¬ 
ing bush announcing that He would come down, to deliver His 
people, to bring them out and to bring them in. He came and 
delivered Israel out of Egypt, redeeming them by the blood of 
the passover lamb and by His power. Then in the fulness of 
time He came down from the highest glory to deliver, to bring 
out and to bring in. He finished the work as the Lamb of God 
on the Cross. He ascended upon high to take His seat at the 
right hand of God, where faith sees Him now as the risen Man, 
crowned with glory and honor. There He has been patiently 
waiting at the Father's side for the hour of His return. The hour 
appointed before the foundation of the world came at last. His 
waiting ended! First He received His many sons, His fellow-heirs. 
They were gathered unto Him when He came into the air and 
called them home with the gathering shout. Then came the great 
display, the greatest manifestation in human history. Heaven was 
opened and He returned to earth clothed with the Shekinah cloud. 
The Kingly rights to reign, purchased by His precious blood, 
were then given to Him. The kingdoms of this world, He refused 
once to accept from Satan's hands, are now His, given to Him by 
the Father. He is King of kings, Lord of lords, King of Israel, King 
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of the Nations. Every knee must bow and every tongue confess 
that He is Lord. Jehovah reigneth! 

He has a garment of majesty, clothed with majesty and with 
strength. This does not mean a spiritual majesty. Jehovah has 
a spiritual glory but there is another glory. It is a physical, a 
visible glory. This is the glory so often mentioned in the Old 
Testament and in prophecy. This is the glory the Saints of God 
beheld of old. It was a visible glory which was seen in Israel's 
camp in the wilderness; a visible glory filled the tabernacle and 
later the Solomonic temple. Isaiah saw it; Ezekiel beheld the 
vision of the glory of the Lord; Daniel gazed into it and other 
prophets saw the glory of the Lord and the Lord of Glory. Je¬ 
hovah is clothed with majesty—He covers Himself with light as a 
garment (Psa. 104). In his beautiful ode Habakkuk says "His 
glory covereth the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. 
And his brightness was as the light" (Hab. 3:3, 4). "For the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the deep" (Hab. 2:14). This again is not a 
spiritual Glory but His visible majesty. It was said long before 
by Himself in Israel's darkest hour, "But as truly as I live, all the 
earth shall be filled with the Glory of the Lord" (Num. 14;21). 
Honor and majesty has been laid upon Him (Psa. 21:5) and now 
it has come what the Spirit of God announced-—"Gird Thy sword 
upon Thy thigh, 0 most mighty, with Thy Glory and majesty. 
And in Thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meek¬ 
ness and righteousness, and Thy right hand shall teach Thee ter¬ 
rible things" (Psa. 45:3-4). Everything is now established for the 
shaking times are over; the throne is established, reminding us 
again of the Forty-fifth Psalm. 

Then once more the rebellion, the opposition which precedes the 
enthronement of the King of Glory is brought into view. 

The floods have lifted up, O Jehovah 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their waves. 
Mightier is Jehovah on high 
Than the sound of many waters of the tumultuous waves of the sea. 
Thy testimonies are very sure, 
Holiness becometh Thy house, Jehovah for ever. 

Floods in Scripture symbolically mean rebellion and opposition. 
All the powers of Satan, the enemy of ,God, were manifested in the 
final struggle, and completely exhausted. Then Jehovah showed 
Himself mightier than all the powers of evil. Evil was completely 
defeated; Satan's power crushed and Satan bound. Truth is vin¬ 
dicated; His testimonies have proved true. Holiness is now the 
leading characteristic of His house. "In that Day shall there be 
upon the bells of the horses 'holiness unto the Lord' and the pots 
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in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea 
every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the 
Lord of hosts" (Zech. 14:20, 21). 

THE NINETY-FOURTH PSALM 

This Psalm begins another interesting section; another cluster 
of Psalms, one linked to the other, revealing a consecutive story, 
as we have seen so often before. The section extends from the 
ninety-fourth to the one hundredth Psalm. The story is pro¬ 
phetic throughout. Five of these Psalms are glorious millennial 
Psalms celebrating the glorious manifestation of the Lord and His 
reign as King. Inasmuch as the manifestation of the Lord and 
His reign is preceded by the time of Jacob's trouble, the first Psalm 
of this series gives us a picture of the prevailing afflictions of the 
righteous remnant and their cry to the Lord to act in their behalf 
and deliver them. 

I. The Plea to the Judge of the Earth. (Verses 1-7.) 
Jehovah, God of vengeances— 
God of vengeances—Shine forth! 
Lift up Thyself, Thou Judge of the earth! 
Recompense the proud. 
Jehovah, how long shall the wicked— 
How long shall the wicked triumph? 
How long shall he speak arrogantly? 
All the workers of iniquity boast themselves. 
They break in pieces Thy people, Jehovah, 
And afflict Thine heritage. 
They slay the widow and the stranger, 
And murder the fatherless, 
And they say the Lord doth not see 
Neither doth the God of Jacob regard it. 

The prayer is addressed to Jehovah as the God of vengeances, 
the God of righteousness, the covenant keeping God, who does not 
forget his suffering and afflicted people. Israel's history reveals 
Him as the God of vengeances, the Judge of the earth. In their 
final trouble, the great tribulation, they are surrounded by the 
proud. On the one hand they suffer from their own apostate 
brethren, who have sided with the man of sin, who would crush 
out that godly remnant. On the other hand Gentiles persecute 
them. They are hard pressed from all sides. 

It reminds us of the parable of the widow and the unjust judge 
spoken by our Lord (Luke 18:1-8). She cried, "Avenge me of 
mine adversary." The judge would not act, but finally he, though 
he did not fear God nor regard man's opinion, answered her cry. 
Then our Lord said: "And shall not God avenge His own elect, 
who cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them?" 



THE NINETY-FOURTH PSALM 855 

The widow represents the godly in Israel. As elsewhere in the syn¬ 
optic Gospels the word "elect" does not mean the Church, but 
means Israel. Day and night then do they cry during that time 
of Jacob's trouble, that the Lord avenge them. 

It is a brief prayer, "Shine forth!" but it contains much. A 
similar prayer is recorded in Isaiah which belongs to the same time 
and will then be prayed. "Oh that Thou wouldest rend the 
heavens and come down" (Isa. 64:1). They know One is in the 
heavens, One is at the right hand of God (Psa. 80:17). They 
know he will descend and appear in their behalf to judge the earth 
in righteousness, and therefore they plead—Shine forth! Rend 
the heavens! Come down! Then follows a description of their 
suffering. The wicked triumph over them. How long shall they 
triumph? The workers of iniquity boast themselves in arrogancy. 
They crush His people and afflict that which is the Lord's heri¬ 
tage. Widows and strangers are slain and the fatherless murdered. 
In their atheism they boast and ridicule the thought that there is 
a God who sees, who knows, who regards it. This is already the 
vicious spirit of our own times, the times when God is ruled out 
and defied. But how much worse will it be when the restraining 
influence of the Spirit of God is removed! 

II. Jehovah Knows and Sees. (Verses 8-13.) 
Understand, ye brutish among the people; 
And ye fools, when will you get knowledge? 
He that planted the ear—shall He not hear? 
He that formed the eye—shall He not see? 
He that restraineth the nations, shall not He correct? 
And He that teacheth knowledge? 
Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of man, 
That they are vanity. 
Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, Jehovah, 
And teachest him out of the law; 
To give him rest in the days of evil 
Until the pit be digged for the wicked. 

Jehovah knows and sees! The ungodly are like the dumb 
beasts, they are brutes. 

The brute does not know God, for the animal creation has not 
the capacity which man, the offspring of God, has. Man, refusing 
to listen to God, sinks down to the level of the brute. They reject 
His Word and become fools with no understanding. 

But he that formed the ear, hears. He that formed the eye so 
wonderfully, sees. When the age ends, mankind will have cast off 
the fear of God and become brutish. What happened to Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, the proud monarch, will happen to the apostates 
among Jews and Gentiles. But Jehovah knows all, He knoweth 
the thoughts of man. But blessed is the man who yields to the 
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restrainings of Jehovah, who is taught in His law and in His 
Word. He can even have rest and quietness in the evil day and 
wait patiently till the time comes when the pit is digged for the 
wicked. 

III. The Comfort of Faith. (Verses 14-19.) 
For Jehovah will not cast off His people 
Neither forsake His heritage. 
But judgment shall return unto righteousness. 
And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 
Who will rise up for me against the evil-doers? 
Who will take a stand for me against the evil workers? 
Unless Jehovah had been my help 
My soul would soon have dwelt in silence. 
When I said, my foot slippeth. 
Thy mercy sustained me. 
In the multitudes of my anxieties within me 
Thy comforts calm my soul. 

God is faithful! He has pledged Himself not to leave nor to 
forsake. He is a God whose gifts and calling are without repent¬ 
ance. The long history and experience of Israel is a witness that 
He does not cast off His people nor does He forsake that which is 
His heritage. "Hath God cast away His people? God forbid" 
(Rom. 11:1). Judgment will surely come; it may be delayed 
through God's infinite patience and for the good of His people. 
Then in those days when the proud flourish, a definite stand is de¬ 
manded against the evil doers and the workers of iniquity. But 
Jehovah will be the refuge of the godly. His mercy and loving-
kindness sustains all who are on the Lord's side, and the soul can 
enjoy the comfort of peace, knowing that all is in His hands and the 
time will come when evil will be no more. 

IV. Jehovah Will Cut Them Off. (Verses 20-23.) 
Shall the throne of wickedness be in fellowship with thee, 
Which frameth mischief according to statute? 
They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, 
And condemn the innocent blood. 
But Jehovah is my defence, 
And my God is the rock of refuge for me. 
And He shall bring upon them their own iniquity, 
And shall cut them off in their wickedness. 
Jehovah our God will cut them off. 

The throne of wickedness will ere long be established on the 
earth. The rightful One, the King of glory, is not enthroned, and 
before His enthronement comes, another one will reign for a short 
time, the man of sin, the lawless one, Satan's man. But will God 
tolerate this forever? Will He stand by when the evil forces gather 
against the righteous and shed innocent blood? The trusting soul 
knows the answer. Jehovah, Israel's God and our God, will cut 
them off and will bring upon them their own iniquity. 
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THE NINETY-FIFTH PSALM 

This Psalm is a delightful hymn of praise. It may be termed 
the preface to the millennial Psalms which follow. The praise 
conies from the lips of the saved remnant of Israel. Not only do 
they worship and praise Him, but they call upon their unbelieving 
brethren to join in their worship and warn them not to harden 
their hearts lest they enter not into His rest. 

I. The Praise of Jehovah. (Verses 1-5.) 
Come, let us sing unto Jehovah; 
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving. 
Let us make a joyful sound unto Him with psalms. 
For Jehovah is a great God, 
And a great King above all gods. 
In His hand are the deep places of the earth; 
And the heights of the hills are His. 
The sea is His, and He made it, 
And His hands formed the dry land. 

They break forth into singing for the signs of the dawn of the 
morning are about them. They realize that the answer from 
above to the prayer of the preceding Psalm "Shine forth!" is about 
to come, and He whom they expect will soon appear. So they 
begin to sing though the full outburst of praise is not yet. The 
Psalms which follow record this full praise. They speak of 
Jehovah as a great God and King. He controls the sea and the 
land, the deep places of the earth and the heights of the hills are 
His. Here we must think of Him, who is Jehovah and who was 
manifested in the flesh, our Lord. He is the One by whom and for 
whom all things were created. In that impressive scene in 
Revelation (Chapter 10) He is revealed as the mighty angel 
clothed with the sun, His face shining like the sun and His feet as 
pillars of fire. Then He is seen setting His right foot upon the sea 
and His left foot upon the earth. "And He cried "with a loud voice, 
as when a lion roareth; and when He had cried seven thunders 
uttered their voices." In this vision He is seen about to claim 
that which is His, sea and land, while the loud voice like the voice 
of a roaring lion is symbolical of the impending judgment. It 
falls in line with the words of this Psalm. 

II. The Call to Worship and the Warning. (Verses 6-11.) 
Come, let us worship and bow down; 
Let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker. 
For He is our God 
And we are the people of His pasture. 
The sheep of His hand. 
Today if ye will hear His voice, 
Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, 
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In the days of Massa in the wilderness; 
When your fathers tempted Me, 
Proved Me and saw My work. 
Forty years was I grieved with that generation, and said 
It is a people that do err in their hearts, 
And they have not known My ways; 
Wherefore I sware in Mine anger, 
That they should not enter into My rest. 

It is a call to all Israel to return to the worship of Jehovah. 
That worship during the time of Jacob's trouble was made impos¬ 
sible, for the man of sin demanded worship for himself. Only the 
godly remnant continued in that worship on account of which 
many suffered martyrdom. But now comes the call to worship 
Him, their God and Creator. But more than that, they are the 
people of His pasture, they are the sheep of His hand. The great 
promises given through Ezekiel (chapter 34) are about to be ful¬ 
filled. "I will feed My flock, and I will cause them to lie down, 
saith the Lord God. I will seek that which was lost, and bring 
again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which 
was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick; but I will 
destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment" 
(verses 15, 16). Then comes the warning. They must hear His 
voice and become obedient. He reminds them of what happened 
thousands of years before at Meribah (Exod. 17:7; Num. 20:13; 
27:14) and at Massa in the wilderness (Deut. 6:16) where their 
forefathers provoked and tempted the Lord. He was grieved with 
that generation because they erred in their hearts and did not know 
his ways. On account of their unbelief they were cut off. They 
fell in the wilderness and did not enter into the promised land and 
promised rest. And now the true rest is at hand, the age of 
millennial rest and peace for His people. 

But they must hear His voice, they must return unto Him, they 
must be obedient; if stiff-necked as their fathers were and unbeliev¬ 
ing, they cannot enter into the rest and promised glory. And so, 
as other Scriptures tell us, the disobedient in Israel who do not 
heed this last call will be swept away by judgments, while the 
obedient ones, who listen to His voice, will enter into rest. 

THE NINETY-SIXTH PSALM 

The next Psalms, from the ninety-sixth to the one hundredth 
celebrate prophetically the manifestation of Jehovah and His reign 
on and over the earth. We call them the singing Psalms. The 
groans have ceased, and the singing has begun, because "Jehovah 
reigneth." Ritualistic denominations use these Psalms as if all is 
now found accomplished in Christendom, but they overlook the 
prophetic feature. So do many of our psalm-singing Presbyteri-
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ans, who spiritualize these Psalms and read into them the spiritual 
reign of Christ in the Church. But these Psalms are prophetic 
throughout. They look forward to the day when He appears, 
when the Messianic kingdom as revealed to David in a previous 
Psalm (the 72) has come, when righteousness and peace are en¬ 
throned through Hun, who is the King of righteousness and the 
King of peace. The Greek translation, known as the Septuagint, 
invented an inscription which must be rejected. The translators 
state that it refers to the time "when the house was built after 
the captivity." This is the view of the destructive school of criti¬ 
cism, which also claims that most of the Psalms are post-exilic. 
But this is contradicted by 1 Chronicles 16:23-33 in which we find 
this Psalm, with some variations, quoted and used in the times of 
David when the Ark was brought into the sanctuary at Zion. 
But what blessed meaning this Psalm takes on when we consider 
it as a great prophecy! 

I. The New Song. (Verses 1-3.) 
0 sing unto Jehovah a new song, 
Sing unto Jehovah, all the earth. 
Sing unto Jehovahl Bless His Name! 
Publish His Salvation from day to day. 
Declare His glory among the nations, 
His marvelous works among all the peoples. 

It is a glorious beginning! He has come and by His coming He 
has fulfilled and continues to fulfill all that had been spoken by 
His prophets of old. The remnant of Israel found grace in His 
sight, and they are the leaders, the choir-masters of that new song. 
Their song is recorded in the twelfth chapter of Isaiah. "Sing 
unto the Lord; for He hath done excellent things; this is known in 
all the earth! Cry and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion, for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee. But He has come to 
bless all the world, after His judgment dealings by which He 
purged the earth from the defiling things, so that the curse can be 
removed. Groaning creation groans no longer, for it is delivered 
now from the bondage of corruption to enjoy the liberty of the 
sons of God, so blessedly revealed on the pinnacle of the Epistle to 
the Romans (chapter 8). The knowledge of His glory covers the 
whole earth and His glory is spread from nation unto nation, from 
sea to sea, unto the uttermost parts of the earth, now His glorious 
inheritance. 

II. Jehovah Alone is Great. (Verses 4-6.) 

For great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised; 
He must be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols. 
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But Jehovah made the heavens. 
Honor and majesty are before Him, 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

Idolatry is mentioned here, for it will end with His glorious 
manifestation. Idolatry is the result of man's darkened heart and 
Satan's deceptions. How it all came into existence, the origin, 
development and degrading process of idolatry is written in the 
opening chapter of the Roman Epistle. Man turned away from 
God, who has revealed Himself in the works of creation. The 
terrible evolution of man's false worship starts with "thinking 
themselves wise," leaving the worship of the one God. So-called 
"philosophy" (the human love of wisdom) still leads in the same 
way. Then followed in ancient times man-hero worship, fol¬ 
lowed by the worship of birds, by the worship of quadrupeds, and 
finally, the worship of the creeping things, the serpent itself. Then 
came the terrible plunge into the vilest abyss. The story of 
idolatry is still being written. Nor must we forget that the mod¬ 
ern man with all his assumed culture and nobleness, but reject¬ 
ing God and His Truth, is also an idolater. He bows his knees 
to the creatures and makes his own idols. All will be stopped 
when the Lord is visibly manifested and Satan is chained, "to 
seduce the nations no more," when Atheism, Deism, Polytheism 
and Pantheism will be answered by the glorious manifestation of 
Him who has made the heavens and whose beauty and majesty 
will be beheld in that day. 

ffl. His Glorious Worship. (Verses 7-10.) 
Give unto Jehovah, all families of the peoples. 
Give unto Jehovah glory and strength. 
Give unto Jehovah the glory of His name; 
Bring an offering and come into His courts. 
Worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness. 
Tremble before Him all the earth. 
Say it among the nations—Jehovah is King. 
The world is established, it cannot be moved; 
He shall judge the peoples righteously. 

The true universal worship will then be introduced and all false 
worship ends. The times of the Gentiles began with a false wor¬ 
ship, when a monarch assumed headship over worship and de¬ 
manded that all people should worship alike according to his dic¬ 
tates (Dan. 3). Such attempts to create a unified worship per¬ 
sisted throughout the times of the Gentiles. The Romish Church 
has done the same thing, and still does it. She persecutes all who 
refuse to worship her idols. Protestantism also attempts such a 
unified worship and has its federation. Finally the times of the 
Gentiles end as they began, with the false worship of the beast and 
his image (Rev. 13). 
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But when He is revealed it will all end and true worship follow. 
"The Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day shall there 
be one Lord and His Name shall be one." (Zech. 14:9). The 
nations of the earth will go up to Jerusalem year after year to 
worship the King, the Lord of Hosts (Zech. 14:16). All the earth 
will fear Him, and He will judge the earth in righteousness. 

IV. Creation's Worship. (Verses 11-13.) 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
Let the sea roar and the fulness thereof. 
Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein; 
Then shall all the trees of the wood sing joyously 
Before the Lord; for He is come. 
He is come to judge the earth. 
He judges the world in righteousness 
And the peoples in His faithfulness. 

All will fall in line with this true worship. It will not be confined 
to man. All creation will burst out in singing. The heavens 
above make known their joy. The whole earth is glad. The 
thundering sea-waves join in the Hallelujah chorus. The trees, 
too, sing and express their gladness in some way known to the 
Creator, who alone is worthy. Creation's Lord and Creation's 
Redeemer is here to finish redemption's story. What a glorious 
day it will be! 

O scenes surpassing fable, and yet true. 
Scenes of accomplished bliss! which who can see. 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 
His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy? 
Rivers of gladness water all the earth, 
And clothe all climes with beauty; the reproach 
Of barrenness is past. The fruitful field 
Laughs with abundance; and the land once lean. 
Or fertile only in its own disgrace. 
Exults to see its thistly curse repealed. 
The various seasons woven into one, 
And that one season an eternal spring.—W. Cowper. 
THE NINETY-SEVENTH PSALM 

This Psalm is closely linked with the preceding one. The reign 
of Jehovah after His return, what it is and what it includes, is 
prophetically revealed. He is King, the empty throne, not in 
heaven, but here on earth, is now filled. Gabriel's great message 
to the Virgin of Nazareth is now historically fulfilled—"The Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David." It is 
a beautiful Psalm prophecy. In reading it and meditating upon 
it we can even now enjoy in the anticipation of faith these com¬ 
ing glorious events. 
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I. Jehovah Reigneth. (Verses 1-5.) 

Jehovah reigneth, let the earth exult: 
Let the multitude of the isles rejoice. 
Cloud and darkness are round about Him, 
Righteousness and judgment are the foundations of His throne. 
A fire goeth before Him, 
And consumeth His adversaries all around. 
His lightnings flash over the world: 
The earth saw and trembled, 
The mountains melted like wax at the presence of Jehovah— 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

In a certain hymn Christians sing: "Joy to the world the Lord 
has come." It refers to His coming in humiliation. But the real 
joy will come when He appears again in power and great glory, 
when all things will be put under His feet. The cloud mentioned 
is the glory, the visible glory, the Schekinah which is so frequently 
seen in the theophanies of the Old Testament and which is equally 
prominent in the New. The darkness is symbolic of His judicial 
acts which He will execute. The description of His appearing is 
much like Habakkuk's great prophetic ode (chap. 3). The founda¬ 
tions of His judgment throne are righteousness and judgment. His 
reign begins with great judgments. This is the meaning of the 
statement, "A fire goeth before Him and consumeth the adver¬ 
saries round about." He therefore does not find a world con¬ 
verted to Him, welcoming Him as King, as an unscriptural post-
millennialism dreams. It will be the very opposite. He finds 
nations banded together, opposing Him and His coming reign. 
The satanicaHy staged world revolution has then reached its God-
defying climax. Then comes the lightning-like flash of His glory 
which will be known all over the earth. Then the hills, sym¬ 
bolical of that which is high and exalted, melt like wax; the high 
and lofty things will be made low, as we read in Isaiah (chapter 2). 
What a change comes in human history, when "the Lord of the 
whole earth" appears in majesty and power, when every mouth 
will be stopped and His enemies will lick the dust. 

II. The Display of Glory and Israel's Gladness. (Verses 6-9.) 
The heavens declare His righteousness; 
And all the peoples see His glory. 
Ashamed are all they that serve graven images. 
That boast themselves of idols; 
All the gods worship Him. 
Zion heard and was glad. 
And the daughters of Judah exulted. 
Because of Thy judgments, O Jehovah, 
For Thou, Jehovah, art most high above all the earth, 
Thou art greatly exalted above all gods. 

Once more the end of all idolatry is mentioned. It does not 
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come till He comes. The testimony of the Gospel is nowhere 
mentioned as bringing a change into the great pagan religious 
systems. The idol worship of India and China continues. But 
individuals are saved as they believe the Gospel and are added 
to the true Church. 

Interesting is the statement, "The heavens declare His right¬ 
eousness, and all the peoples see His glory." In the nineteenth 
Psalm we r.ead that the heavens declare the glory of God (Elohim) 
the Creator. Here is the declaration of His righteousness written 
in the heavens, and the dwellers upon the earth, the nations every¬ 
where will see the glory not of God as Creator, but the glory of 
Jehovah, the Redeemer. The New Testament revelation will 
give us light here. When He comes to reign He does not come 
alone. He brings His Saints, His co-heirs with Him. That re¬ 
deemed body, the many sons He brings with Him to glory, makes 
known His righteousness, that great work of righteousness on 
Calvary's cross, by which the redeemed were saved and are now 
glorified. And the nations will not see His glory alone, they will 
see the glorified hosts coming with Him. 

The verse, "All the gods worship Him" is quoted in the open¬ 
ing chapter of the Hebrew Epistle and there the word "angels" 
is used. Angels, the mighty ones, will be there to attend Him in 
His triumph. And on earth Zion is rejoicing, the daughters of 
Judah, the saved remnant exults. 

III. His Holiness. (Verses 10-12.) 
Ye that love Jehovah, hate evil; 
He keepeth the souls of His Saints, 
He delivereth them from the hands of the wicked. 
Light is sown for the righteous, 
And gladness for the upright in heart. 
Be rejoicing, ye righteous, in Jehovah, 
And give thanks to His holy Name. 

This is an exhortation in view of that coming day. It is 
addressed, as all these Psalm exhortations are, to the godly in 
Israel. The underlying principle is in force at all times. Jehovah 
demands a holy, a separated people. Love to Him must be ex¬ 
pressed by hating evil. And amidst the coming evil days, when 
Israel's godly ones will pass through the great tribulation, He will 
keep the souls of His Saints, and finally, by His glorious manifes¬ 
tation save them from the hands of the wicked. The Lord always 
keeps and saves His Saints. For the righteous light is sown. 
Yea, it is dark now in the world, but the light which has been sown 
in Him and through Him, who is the Light, will burst forth in 
the glorious day-dawn when the shadows flee away. So also for 
the godly in Israel light is sown which will ultimately merge into 
the glorious sunrise of the Sun of Righteousness. 
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THE NINETY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This Psalm begins with the call to sing. The forty-fifth and 
forty-sixth begin in a similar way. It is another great millennial 
Psalm. I t has been called, "an echo of the previous Psalms"; 
but it is not, for there are no echoes in God's Word, no vain repe¬ 
titions. Nor is it true that much of this Psalm is taken from the 
second part of the Prophet Isaiah. The Psalm gives us a precious 
prophetic picture of the final victory of God, where His righteous¬ 
ness and His Salvation are manifested to His people Israel and to 
all the nations of the earth. That great victory of God comes with 
the Return of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is like a great symphony, with a great theme and its beautiful 
variations. The theme is stated in the first three verses and the 
variations in the rest of the Psalm. 

I. The Great Theme of the New Song. (Verses 1-3.) 

Sing unto the Lord a new song, 
For He hath done wonderful things; 
His right hand and His holy arm hath achieved 
For Him the victory. 
Jehovah hath revealed His salvation; 
He hath made known His righteousness 
Visibly in the sight of the nations. 
He hath remembered His loving-kindness and 
His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
The salvation of our God. 

The inspired Psalmist is projected into the distant future. The 
singing times have come. The Lord so long silent has broken 
that mysterious age-long silence; the heavens have been opened 
and wonderful marvelous things have been done by Him. 
Not redemption by blood is here in view, but redemption by 
power. As we have seen in so many previous Psalms the remnant 
of Israel trusting in Him, witnessing to Him during the final three 
and a half years, passed through the great tribulation, the time of 
Jacob's trouble. They uttered their mighty prayers calling upon 
Jehovah to act, to execute vengeance. Their plea, "Oh, that Thou 
wouldest rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down" (Isa 
64:1) was heard. The Lord came down. That significant verse 
in Habakkuk's Ode was then fulfilled. "Thou wentest forth 
for the salvation of Thy people, for salvation with Thine 
Anointed; Thou woundest the head out of the house of the wicked, 
by laying bare the foundation unto the neck" (Hab. 3:13). That 
faithful remnant had endured unto the end and by His visible 
and glorious appearing they were saved out of their earthly trial. 

That salvation is beautifully and symbolically stated in this first 
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verse. "His right hand and His holy arm hath achieved for Him 
the victory." 

The Lord Jesus Christ is God's right hand in salvation. After 
His finished work on the Cross in which He did what was needed 
so that the holy and righteous God can save unholy and unright¬ 
eous man, He took His seat at the right hand of God, to exercise 
His offices as Priest and as Advocate. And when He comes again 
He will act as God's right hand and as His holy arm in the execu¬ 
tion of His judgments. Through Him God makes known in that 
coming day His righteousness before the nations. Once more He 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob (Exod. 2:24). The faithful and covenant keeping God acted 
and His mercy and loving-kindness were displayed in their behalf 
and all the promises of blessing were fulfilled. The display of that 
salvation and the great victory was not confined to Israel. Joy¬ 
fully they declare "all the ends of the earth have seen the salva¬ 
tion of our God." 

II. The Great Praise of the Redeemed People. (Verses 4-6.) 
Shout aloud unto Jehovah, all the land; 
Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises! 
Sing unto the Lord with the harp; 
With the harp and the voice of a psalm. 
With trumpets and the sound of the cornet 
Make a joyful noise before Jehovah, the King. 

Here then we have the first variation. It is the praise of Israel 
in their own land, restored, forgiven and graciously blest. The 
Levite choruses are heard again. And how they will sing their 
great Psalms of praise then! And as the heralds announce the 
king with the blare of the trumpets, so Israel's trumpets will cele¬ 
brate His presence in their midst. Before their long rejected and 
long expected King, Jehovah, who now dwells with them, they 
make a joyful noise. What a worship will then be enacted in the 
earth, beginning in Immanuel's land! 

But as we shall learn in the next variation this praise is not con¬ 
fined to Israel and their land. Moses in His final great prophetic 
song had already revealed this. "Rejoice, 0 ye nations, with His 
people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and will ren¬ 
der vengeance to His adversaries, and will be merciful unto His 
land, and to His people" (Deut. 32:43.) 

III. The Great Finale. Universal Praise. (Verses 7-9.) 
Let the sea roar and the fulness thereof; 
The world and its inhabitants. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
Let the hills together sing for joy 
Before Jehovah—For He came to judge the earth; 
He shall judge the world in righteousness, 
And the peoples with fairness. 
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This is the final variation. The sea waves thunder their praises. 
All nature will join in praise as it is more fully revealed in the great 
Hallelujah chorus in the close of this book. All the inhabitants 
of the world will join in. Groaning creation groans no longer. 
Peace on earth is fully come. Then "the mountains and the hills 
shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands" (Isa. 55:12). He judged in His mani¬ 
festation. He dealt that judgment stroke through which all His 
enemies and the enemies of His people were defeated. He con¬ 
tinues to judge in righteousness. 

THE NINETY-NINTH PSALM 

Again we find, as we have so often before, that this short and 
beautiful Psalm is another link in this prophetic chain. While 
in the preceding one we heard the singing of that coming day, 
when His salvation is fully known, in the Psalm which is before 
us now we have a brief description of the reign of the Lord, His 
supremacy and His victory. 

I. Jehovah Reigneth. (Verses 1-3.) 
Jehovah reigneth; and the peoples tremble; 
He is throned above the cherubim; the earth is moved. 
Jehovah is great in Zion, 
And He is exalted above all the peoples. 
Let them praise Thy great and fearful Name; it is holy. 

Jehovah has now become King. Well may we remember here 
who this Jehovah is. It is God the Son. Of Him Micah wrote, 
"Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting" 
(Micah 5:2). He first appeared on the threshold of human history 
and is seen in fellowship with man, created in His own image. 
When sin had come He came "to seek and to save what was lost." 
It was His voice which said, "Adam, where art thou?" Through¬ 
out the Old Testament history He appeared many times. He 
called Abraham out of Ur; He visited him at Mamre. He is the 
Angel of the Lord whose identity was established when He 
appeared in the burning bush and revealed Himself as the "I Am." 
Finally when the fullness of time had come we see Him cradled in 
Bethlehem. He came in the form of a servant, not to be ministered 
unto but to minister and give His life for a ransom of many. He 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself on Calvary's Cross. He 
arose physically from the dead and ascended on high, being bodily 
present at the right hand of God. Then "this same Jesus" returns 
in "great power and glory," and then begins the glorious reign 
of which this Psalm speaks prophetically. As He is reigning in 
righteousness the peoples tremble. The cherubim are now coming 



THE NINETY-NINTH PSALM 367 

in view, for they are always seen in Scripture in connection with 
the Throne. He is throned above them. We read the same in 
the first chapter of Ezekiel. And so they are seen in the fourth 
chapter of Revelation. The four faces of the Cherubim—the 
lion, the face of man, the ox and the eagle give the different 
aspects of His reign. And therefore the earth is moved and 
peoples tremble. 

His reign is in Zion, which, as we have said so often before, is 
not a spiritual Zion, but the Zion in Palestine. Then He receives 
the praise and the worship, which belongs to Him and of which 
He is worthy. 

II. Judgment, Service and Worship. (Verses 4-6.) 
And the might of the King loveth judgment; 
Thou hast established equity, 
Executing judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 
Exalt Jehovah our God, and worship at His foot-stool; He is holy. 
Moses and Aaron were among His priests, 
And Samuel among them that called upon His Name; 
They called upon Jehovah, and He answered them. 

The King has all power; He is mighty. But He is not a 
tyrant—"the King loveth judgment." There can be no un¬ 
righteousness in His government, as it is in all forms of govern¬ 
ment during man's day. He has established equity. What 
David beheld and described in the Seventy-second Psalm has 
now come to pass. "He shall judge the poor of the people. He 
shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor." Man attempts to produce a new government. 
Socialism and Communism promise to put judgment with equity 
into the world. One only needs to look to the Soviets and their 
Utopia to find it is all a delusion and leads to a worse tyranny. 
The true Christian is exhorted in the New Testament to be 
patient, when the conditions are in the earth preceding the coming 
of the King, to wait for His coming (James 5:7, 8). The world 
then is called to exalt Jehovah upon His throne and to bow at 
His footstool. 

The past is recalled. Moses and Aaron were His priests and 
drew nigh unto Him. Samuel also called upon His Name; they 
all called upon Jehovah and He answered them graciously. And 
as they did once on earth, so people are now encouraged to draw 
near in worship, no longer through the blood of a sacrifice, but 
through Him who is sacrifice and priest in His own person, the 
Priest-King after the order of Melchisedek, having His own throne. 
But how much greater will be His answer when the dispensation 
of the fullness of time has come! Isaiah 65:24 will then be fulfilled 
"And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; 
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear." 
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III. Jehovah in His Holiness and Love. (Verses 7-9.) 

In the pillar of cloud He spake unto them; 
They kept His testimonies, and the statute He gave unto them. 
Jehovah our God, Thou didst answer them; 
A forgiving God Thou wast unto them, 
Even while taking vengeance on their doings. 
Exalt Jehovah our God; 
And worship at His holy hill; 
For Jehovah our God is holy. 

Jehovah, is holy and demands holiness from His people. But 
He is also a forgiving Lord. John in his first Epistle gives us the 
two definitions of God—"God is Light," this is holiness; "God 
is Love." He dwelt with them of old in the pillar of cloud. He 
dwells now with them again, for Isaiah 4:5 will have its fulfill¬ 
ment. "And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of 
Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and a smoke by 
day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the 
glory shall be a defense." The righteous in Israel kept His 
testimonies. But now the converted nation's complete separation 
and their obedience has come. And when they had sinned as His 
people He was to them, as He always is, a forgiving God. In 
chastening love He had to deal with them. But now it has come 
to pass what is so beautifully expressed in the closing verses of 
Micah's prophecy. "Who is a God like unto Thee, who pardoneth 
iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His 
heritage? He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He 
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will have com¬ 
passion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform 
the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which Thou hast 
sworn unto our fathers of old." 

Then will come universal praise and worship in Zion and in all 
the earth. 

THE ONE HUNDREDTH PSALM 
Shout aloud unto Jehovah, all the earth! 
Serve ye Jehovah with gladness; 
Come before Him with a joyous song. 
Know that Jehovah—He is God; 
It is He that made us and not we ourselves,— 
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
Come into His gates with thanksgiving, 
Into His courts with praise. 
Give thanks unto Him; bless His Name. 
For Jehovah is good, 
His loving-kindness is for ever, 
And His faithfulness unto all generations. 
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What a glorious finale to this precious cluster of Psalms we have 
followed (94 to 100)! "Jehovah is King." Jehovah is enthroned, 
sing unto Hun! Praise Him! Worship Hun! Such is the 
keynote of these great prophetic utterances strung together by 
the Holy Spirit like a brilliant necklace of wonderful gems. 

And now comes the One Hundredth Psalm which we may rightly 
regard as a great doxology. There are many doxologies in the 
Word of God. True believers sing today the one found in the 
first chapter of the Ephesian Epistle. "Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ." Another great 
doxology for us to sing now is the one given to us by the Holy 
Spirit in the first chapter of Revelation. "Unto Him who loveth 
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made 
us priests and kings unto God His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever." But the doxology of the One 
Hundredth Psalm will be sung when the Lord is King upon the 
throne. 

The whole earth is called upon to shout aloud unto Jehovah, 
to sing a mighty Hallelujah, for the whole earth knows nqw His 
salvation and enjoys the marvelous blessings of His kingdom. 
Nor do the nations brought to the knowledge of Jehovah praise 
only. They have become His servants and therefore serve Him 
with gladness, in willing service. They come before Him with a 
joyous song. 

In the third verse is a blending together of creation and redemp¬ 
tion. God is spoken of as creator first of all. Jehovah, He is 
God! How this applies to our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord 
Jesus is God! By Him and for Him were all things created. He 
hath made us and we are His, by right of creation. This applies 
first of all to Israel, the nation chosen by Him (Deut. 32:6, 18). 
They are His people and the sheep of His pasture. But all this 
could only be accomplished through redemption. The Creator 
came and died for that nation. Through Him, the shepherd who 
died for His sheep, they became His sheep, gathered back to their 
land. 

Then follows the gathering of other nations. They come to 
worship with redeemed Israel. I t brings the fulfillment of 
Isaiah 2:2-4. Still more fully is this gathering of the nations to 
Jerusalem to join in Israel's great doxology described in Isaiah the 
sixtieth chapter. 

The great post-exilic prophet Zechariah gives the same testi¬ 
mony. When Israel's singing tunes are here the nations will be 
joined to them. 

"Sing and rejoice, 0 daughter of Zion, for, lo, I come, and will 
dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many nations 
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shall be joined in that day, and shall be my people, and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the Lord of 
hosts has sent me unto thee" (Zech. 2:9, 10). 

A great worship will then be in the earth, located in Israel's 
land. "And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of 
all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up 
from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
keep the feast of tabernacles" (Zech. 14:16). They come into His 
courts with praise and thanksgiving. They exalt His Name and 
praise His mercy and His loving-kindness. May the day soon 
be when the great doxology of the One Hundredth Psalm will be 
heard in all the earth. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST PSALM 

Beginning with this Psalm and ending with the One Hundred 
and Sixth we have another cluster of Psalms revealing again a 
consecutive story of the Christ of God, the King of righteousness 
and peace, His reign, the praise of His people and the praise of 
creation. The last two Psalms, concluding the fourth division of 
the book (corresponding to the Book of Numbers), contain a 
retrospect of His gracious ways with His people. 

It has been stated that the One Hundred and First Psalm 
contains "the godly purposes and resolves of a king" and that the 
Psalm might be called "Speculum Regis" a mirror for kings and 
all that are in authority. 

It is a Psalm of David, but does it give to us a description of 
David, his character and his reign? Far from it! I t is a pro¬ 
phetic picture of the perfect King, the Son of David, the King-
Messiah. So it is that while David wrote these words, he was not 
the perfect king, but the coming One, the Son of Alan will manifest 
these characteristics. 

I. The Righteous and Holy One. (Verses 1-3.) 
I will sing of loving-kindness and judgment. 
Unto Thee, Jehovah, I will sing. 
I will act wisely in a perfect way. 
When wilt Thou come unto Me? 
I will walk with a perfect heart within my house. 
I will not set before mine eyes any wicked thing. 
I hate the work of them that turn aside; 
It shall not cleave to Me. 

The King speaks as the Son of Man, He who was on earth as 
the perfect One. It must be remembered that in all His great 
work as Redeemer the Only Begotten of the Father takes His 
place as under God, subject to His will. Before incarnation He 
said, "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God" (Heb. 10). On earth 
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He stated that His meat and drink was to do the will of Him that 
sent Him. He did perfectly His will and patiently waited for 
that hour, which He called "my hour," in which He would do the 
will of the righteous and holy God by sacrificing Himself on the 
Cross. And now enthroned at the right hand of God He is still 
doing His will, waiting for that hour when the Father will send 
Him into the world. And when He returns He will reign till all 
things are put under His feet, and finally "when all things shall 
be subdued under Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject 
unto Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in 
all" (1 Cor. 15:28). 

And as it is now, His voice of praise is heard in the midst of the 
Church—"I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren, in the midst 
of the Church will I sing praises unto Thee" (Heb. 2:12)—so when 
He is enthroned as King He will sing of loving-kindness and 
judgment and manifest both in His glorious reign. He speaks of 
His own perfection, His own holiness, His intimacy with Jehovah-
God. It all indicates His righteous reign, judgment executed, 
holiness maintained, and hatred of the work of them that turn 
aside. 

II. The Righteousness He Demands. (Verses 4-8,) 
A perverse heart shall depart from Me, 
An evil person I will not recognize. 
Whosoever slandereth his neighbor, I will destroy; 
Him with a lofty look and proud heart I will not suffer. 
Mine eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, 
That they may dwell with Me; 
He that walketh in a perfect way, 
He shall serve Me. 
He that is given to deceit shall not dwell within My house. 
He that speaketh lies shall not be established in My sight. 
Morning after morning will I destroy all the wicked of the land; 
That I may cut off all workers of iniquity from the City of Jehovah. 

How impossible it is to apply this only to David! He' never 
executed such a judgment and purged the City of Jehovah, 
Jerusalem, morning after morning from the workers of iniquity. 
Some have applied it to the New Jerusalem, because it is written 
"There shall in no wise enter anything that defileth, or worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie" (Rev. 21:27). But it has nothing 
to do with the New Jerusalem. It concerns the earthly Jerusalem, 
when it becomes the city of the King. The coming King, the 
risen Son of Man "shall execute judgment and justice" (Jer. 
23:5). Evil He will not tolerate. The slanderer, exhibiting the 
perverse heart, the heart of vicious hatred, hateful and hating, 
will be dealt with in swift judgment. Those who are proud, who 
walk in self-exaltation are equally rejected by Him, for pride and 
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self-exaltation are the marks of the evil one. He, the King of 
Righteousness, will not suffer them in His kingdom. The liars 
and the deceitful ones will be cut off and cannot dwell in His house 
nor remain in His sight. As it was with Ananias and Sapphira, so 
swift judgment will come upon all who practice deceit. 

But there is a faithful remnant which serves Him in the land, 
the remnant of Israel, which has been born again and in whom the 
promises of Israel are all fulfilled. Here is a glimpse of the 
judgments to be executed in the coming theocratic kingdom. 
Morning after morning evil will be judged. If there are any 
workers of iniquity they will be cut off. So righteousness will be 
enforced in that coming kingdom and many will submit, at least 
outwardly, though in their hearts they are still enemies. It will 
be demonstrated that it is so after the thousand years, when 
Satan is loosed for a little season and gathers these elements for 
the last revolt. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND PSALM 

"This Psalm," says a commentator, "must have been written 
by one of the exiles in Babylon, probably towards the close of the 
captivity, when the hope of a return seemed no longer doubtful." 
We do not agree with this criticism. It is true the authorship of 
this Psalm is not stated; but we believe it is Davidic. The inscrip¬ 
tion is significant. "A prayer of the afflicted, when he is over¬ 
whelmed and poureth out his complaint before Jehovah." And 
who else is the afflicted one, but Christ in His humiliation. The 
Psalm is marked out by the Holy Spirit in the New Testament as 
being Messianic. Through Him the afflicted One, the man of 
sorrows acquainted with grief, mercy shall yet come to Zion, and 
all the nations shall fear His Name. The building of Zion will be 
the result of His manifestation in glory. It is a most interesting 
prophecy. 

I. The Prayer of the Great Afflicted One. (Verses 1-7.) 
Jehovah, hear My prayer 
And let My cry come unto Thee! 
Hide not Thy face from Me in the day of My distress; 
Incline Thine ear unto Me; 
In the day when I call answer Me quickly. 
For My days are consumed like smoke, 
And My bones are burned up as a fire-brand. 
My heart is smitten and withered like grass, 
So that I forget to eat My bread. 
Because of the voice of My groaning, 
My bones cleave to My skin. 
I am like a pelican in the wilderness, 
I am like an owl of ihe desert. 
I watch and am as a sparrow on the house-top. 
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Jehovah prays to Jehovah! He came in humiliation, yet He 
was Jehovah manifested in the flesh. In Genesis 19:24 we find a 
remarkable statement. Jehovah on earth asks Jehovah in heaven 
to bring down judgment. But here in humiliation, facing His 
great work as the sin-bearer, the fellow of Jehovah (Zech. 13:7) 
cries unto Him "that was able to save Him out of death." We 
have here in prophecy "the prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears" of Gethsemane (Heb. 5:7). He prays that 
Jehovah's face might not be hidden from Him. He was to be 
made sin for us, and that face which He beheld in all eternity had 
to be hidden from Him for a short time. It is this which pro¬ 
duced the agony in Gethseman§. The third verse reveals the 
consuming wrath of a holy and righteous God which fell upon 
Him. Inwardly a heart smitten and withered like grass; He 
expresses His loneliness as the lonely One uttering groans which 
the finite mind can never understand. 

Perhaps many times in His prayer, nights in the desert and on 
mountain tops, He poured out His heart in the very words of this 
Psalm. 

II. The Deepest Woe and Agony. (Verses 8-11.) 
Mine enemies reproach Me all the day; 
They that are mad against Me have cursed by Me. 
For I have eaten ashes like bread, 
And mingled My drink with weeping. 
Because of Thine indignation and Thy wrath. 
For Thou hast lifted Me up and cast Me down. 
My days are like a shadow that declineth; 
And I am withered like grass. 

In such a depth of woe and agony the sufferer is plunged that 
His enemies use it as an imprecation, wishing to their enemies 
that the same may happen to them as happened to Him. What is 
meant is illustrated by Jeremiah 29:22: "And of them shall be 
taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, 
saying, The Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom 
the king of Babylon roasted in the fire." Ashes, that which sym¬ 
bolizes deep sorrow and mourning, were His bread and His drink 
was mingled with the tears of suffering. It was God's indignation 
and God's wrath which fell upon Him, the substitute of sinners. 
The two nouns "indignation" and "wrath" are the strongest 
terms the Hebrew language possesses. The declining shadow and 
the withered grass are symbols of His affliction. 

III. The Joy Set Before Him. (Verses 12-16.) 
But Thou, Jehovah, endurest forever, 
And Thy remembrance is unto all generations. 
Thou shalt arise and Thou shalt have mercy upon Zion, 
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For the time to favor her—the set time is come 
For Thy servants take pleasure in her stones. 
And show favor to her dust. 
And the nations shall fear Jehovah's Name, 
And all the kings of the earth Thy glory. 
When Jehovah shall build up Zion, 
He shall appear in His glory. 

For the joy set before Him He endured the Cross and despised 
the shame (Heb. 12:1-2). And here is the vision of hope. He 
saw it from the cross. He knew through His sacrificial death 
Zion would ultimately be redeemed. "He died for that nation" 
(John 11:51). Through Him Zion, not the Church, but Israel's 
Zion will be raised out of the dust and mercy will be extended to 
her. The set time, the appointed time has come. His true 
servants take an interest in her stones and "pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem" (Psa. 122:6). And then comes the world wide blessing: 
"The nations shall fear Jehovah's name; the kings of the earth 
Thy glory." The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover 
the earth as the waters the deep. But all this depends on the 
manifestation of the Lord in His glory. He shall appear in His 
glory; the afflicted One, once crowned with thorns, will appear 
crowned with many diadems. 

IV. The Prayers of the Destitute, the Groanings of the 
Prisoners. (Verses 17-22.) 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute 
And not despise their prayer. 
This shall be written for the generation to come, 
And a people which shall be created shall praise the Lord. 
For He hath looked down from the height of His sanctuary, 
From heaven did the Lord behold the earth, 
To hear the groanings of the prisoners; 
To loose those who are appointed to death; 
To declare Jehovah's Name in Zion 
And His praise in Jerusalem, 
When the peoples are gathered together 
And the Kingdoms to serve Jehovah. 

The destitute, the groaning prisoners, those appointed to death, 
are His own people Israel, that is the faithful portion, the remnant. 
In the first Psalm of the fifth section, the Deuteronomy part 
(Psal. 107) their condition and deliverance is more fully revealed. 
"Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved 
them out of their distresses. He brought them out of darkness 
and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder" (Psa. 
107:13, 14). 

They will then be "a people created" to praise Jehovah. It 
means their new birth. As believers during this age, whether 
Jew or Gentile, are created in Christ Jesus, a new creation in Him, 
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so in that coming day believing Israel will have her new birth and 
sing praises unto Him. What wonderful and glorious hymns of 
praise redeemed Israel will sing in that day. 

And therefore His wonderful Name is declared in Zion and His 
praise is heard in restored and glory-filled Jerusalem. Then 
nations gather together and the kingdoms serve the Lord. "And 
many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and shall be 
My people; and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt 
know that the Lord of Hosts hath sent Me unto thee" (Zech. 
2:10-13). 

V. The Creator-Redeemer. His Comfort. (Verses 23-28.) 
He weakened My strength in the way; 
He shortened My days. 
I said, O My God, take Me not away in the midst of My days— 
Thy years are throughout all generations. 
Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth 
And the heavens are the work of Thy hands. 
They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure; 
Yea, all of them shall wax old as a garment, 
As a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall be changed; 
But Thou art the Same, 
And Thy years shall have no end. 
The children of Thy servants shall abide, 
And their seed shall be established before Thee. 

Here the great afflicted One, He who suffered in our stead, who 
paid the unspeakable price of Israel's and the world's redemption, 
comes into view again. We doubt if it would have ever been 
known that the final verses of this Psalm speak of Him, if it had 
not pleased the author of the Bible, the Holy Spirit, to reveal the 
meaning of this passage. It is quoted in the closing verses of the 
first chapter in the Epistle to the Hebrews. There it is applied to 
our Lord as an argument of His superiority, that He is better and 
more glorious than the angels. It will be noticed that the Holy 
Spirit introduces in Hebrews three words which are not found in 
our Psalm—"And Thou Lord." That is, the words are addressed 
to Him, when He cried to God—"Take Me not away in the midst 
of My days." 

It brings before us Gethsemane. He looked forward to death, 
the death of the Cross. He knew what it all meant. He knew 
He would be made sin, not by man's cruelty, but God would 
make Hun sin. Thus only could sin be put away. His strength 
then was weakened in the way and His days to be shortened. 
This we have seen before in this Psalm (verses 3 and 11). Yes, it 
brings Gethsemane before us. It was there that "His prayers 
and supplications with strong crying and tears" were heard. The 
awful load rested upon Hun. Who is going to comfort the perfect, 
the holy One, facing that divine indignation and wrath, the 
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demands of a God of Holiness? He knew that from His lips 
would come the expression of an unfathomable woe—"My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" 

We read of an angel who came to Him in Gethsemane to 
strengthen Him. Did He need physical strength in that crucial 
hour? Is it true, as some teach, He was in danger of dying in the 
garden? There was no danger for Him of death. He was and is 
"the Life" and no one could take it from Him. He that has the 
power of death could not reach Him. What then does it mean— 
an angel came and strengthened Him? The thought comes to 
the writer that the angel brought to Him the comfort of the words 
of this Psalm, reminding Hun of His creatorhood. He laid the 
foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of His 
hands. Telling Him that He would endure and that as Redeemer 
there would become through Him the new creation. The old 
creation will perish. "As a vesture shalt Thou change them, 
and they shall be changed." It was the Father's answer to the 
pleading cry, "O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me, nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD PSALM 

This is one of the greatest Psalms of praise and thanksgiving. 
Ever since it was written by King David the saints of God have 
used it in expressing their praise to Jehovah. It embodies David's 
own experience. He knew the mercies of the Lord. He knew 
the blessednes's of sins forgiven, and knew the meaning of "who 
crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies." True 
Israelites, the Old Testament Saints, used this Psalm in their 
worship. We can well imagine how the God-fearing kings of 
Judah, who did what was right in the sight of the Lord, trusting 
the Lord and His promises, must have been refreshed by the use 
of this great outburst of praise. Orthodox Jews still use it in 
their festive days and at other occasions. The Church of Jesus 
Christ has done the same, and the New Testament saints use it, 
and in uttering their praise and thanksgiving in the language of 
this Spirit inspired hymn, receive blessing and comfort. Many 
notable hymns of the Church have the One Hundred and Third 
Psalm as a foundation. How well it would be if this Psalm were 
sung instead of some of the modern hymns of no scriptural value, 
sentimental, feeding emotions, and accompanied by a religious 
"jazz" tune. 

But while all this is true the One Hundred and Third Psalm has 
also a great prophetic meaning, following, as it does, the great 
millennial Psalms, as we have learned from our exposition. This 
Psalm gives us a glimpse of Israel's future praise and worship, the 
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worship of their once rejected King. It is the new song which 
restored and redeemed Israel will sing "in that day" when their 
covenant promises are fulfilled, when He "Who died for that 
nation" will turn away ungodliness from Jacob. Viewed in the 
light of the future this Psalm assumes new and blessed meaning. 

I. Bless Jehovah, My Soul! (Verses 1-2.) 

Bless Jehovah, my soul! 
And all that is within me, bless His holy Name. 
Bless Jehovah, my soul, 
And forget not all His benefits; 

This is the great keynote of the Psalm. It is the theme of this 
magnificent symphony of praise. The variations follow. Its 
finale is the intensified praise of the beginning. 

It is now Israel's true, spiritual worship and praise. Of Israel's 
vain and unspiritual worship Isaiah once bore witness when he 
wrote in Jehovah's name—"The people draw near Me with their 
mouth, and with their lips do honor Me, but have removed their 
heart from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept 
of men" (Isa. 29:13). Nothing but lip worship! No submission 
to God's Word and God's demands but following the precepts of 
men! And is it any different in the present day religious observ¬ 
ances of Judaism? Still lip worship! The same is true, even in a 
larger sense, of Christendom. Lots of chanting in ritualism, and 
even worse in modernism. Modernism rejects the ground of 
God's forgiveness, the blood of Jesus Christ, which is at least 
outwardly acknowledged in ritualistic systems. Modernism uses 
the phraseology of the Gospel of Christ, the inspired terms of the 
grace of God, but it is only lip service. Of unsaved Israel and 
unsaved Christendom it is true "their heart is removed from Me." 
But it will be different when Israel is saved by grace and born again 
as a nation. All what is within them will praise His holy Name. 
Every thought, faculty, power, the heart with all its affections, 
the will, the conscience, the reason, all will be yielded to Him in 
worship. And so it should be now with all true believers. "All 
that is within me praise His holy Name." The flesh cannot do 
this, but He who dwells in our hearts, the Holy Spirit, makes 
possible such a worship in Spirit and in truth. 

And here is a retrospect. "And forget not all His benefits." 
They can look then over their past history of millenniae and 
remember "all His benefits," yea even the benefits of discipline 
and judgment, when His hand was heavily upon them. Such a 
retrospect we shall find in the One Hundred and Fifth and Sixth 
Psalms, the closing section of the Numbers portion in the Psalms. 

And how stimulating for us to praise and worship as we review 
often our own lives and experiences, when we think of His loving 
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kindness and tender mercies, of His patience and long-suffering 
with us. Do it often, beloved reader, and let it be followed by 
humiliation, confession, new self-surrender and then praise and 
worship. 

II. Full Redemption. (Verses 3-7.) 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
Who healeth all thy diseases; 
Who redeemeth thy life from the pit; 
Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; 
Who satisfieth thy mouth with what is good; 
Thy youth is renewed like the eagle. 
Jehovah executeth righteousness 
And judgment for all that are oppressed. 
He made known His ways unto Moses, 
His acts unto the children of Israel. 

Full redemption is now made known for the converted and 
spirit-filled nation. This redemption includes more than the 
spiritual side of things. The word "Who healeth all thy diseases" 
does not mean, as some have made it out to be, spiritual diseases, 
but it means the diseases of the body. But let us note that the 
healing of the soul-disease, sin, stands first. It is the greatest 
of all Divine benefits, the removal of the guilt and defilement of 
sin and sin itself, that which separates the creature from the 
Creator. And God Himself made this possible through the 
sending of Him who came to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. 

The spiritual restoration must precede everything else. So it 
is in the record of the ninth chapter in the Gospel of Matthew. 
The paralytic, whom they brought to our Lord is a picture of 
poor, helpless Israel. The Lord in restoring the cripple said, 
first, "Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." And 
after that to demonstrate His power, He said, "Arise, take up thy 
bed, and go unto thine house." Physical restoration followed. 
And so will it be in that coming day. Israel's guilt will be re¬ 
moved and the spiritual restoration will be followed by bodily 
healing of all diseases. When He was here in humiliation, as the 
minister of the circumcision, He healed all their diseases, who 
came unto Him. These miracles of healing were His credentials. 
They were the "powers of the age to come" (the kingdom age; see 
Heb. 6:5). Full salvation will then be Israel's salvation, including 
the body. Then will it be true in redeemed Israel, "And the 
inhabitant, shall not say, I am sick; the people that dwell therein 
shall be forgiven their iniquity" (Isa. 33:24). As that paralytic 
so Israel will arise and walk and glorify the Lord. 

This brings before us the disputed question—can a believer now 
claim for himself this sentence, "Who healeth all thy diseases"? 
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Can we expect that redemption of our bodies in case of illness is 
now completely our portion? Some say so, and grossly err when 
they claim that all manner of diseases must be healed by faith. 
No one, certainly not the writer, would deny that the Lord answers 
prayer in case of the sickness of a child of God. But that is an 
entirely different matter from, "Who healeth all thy diseases." 
Even some of the choicest saints of God, fully surrendered and 
fully trusting the Lord, suffer from a loathsome cancer, and in 
spite of the prayer of faith, they are not healed, but their bodies 
succumb like the bodies of unbelievers. Well said that early 
teacher of the Church, St. Augustinus, "Even when sin is forgiven 
thou still carriests about with thee an infirm body. Death is not 
yet swallowed up into victory, this corruptible has not yet put on 
incorruption, still the soul itself is shaken by passions and tempta¬ 
tions." 

The body of the believer is "dead on account of sin"; the ravages 
of sin are there, it is a corruptible body, a death-doomed body. 
But there is the promise of the redemption of the body for which 
all true believers wait. When the Lord comes we shall have that 
redemption, changed into His own likeness and our bodies will 
then be like unto His glorious body. Who healeth all thy diseases 
belongs to restored Israel in the future, and not the members of 
the body of Christ during the present dispensation. And restored 
and redeemed Israel will be redeemed from the pit; death will have 
no more dominion, for it is written of that coming redemption for 
earthly Israel, "As the days of a tree shall be the days of My people, 
and Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands" (Isa.65:22) 
and again "He will swallow up death in victory" (Isa. 25:8). 

They will wait then on the Lord and "shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not 
be weary; they shall walk and not faint" (Isa. 40:31). 

Jehovah, the Lord Jesus Christ in their midst as King, will bring 
the righteous government, that government for which all the 
world is now waiting, and will execute righteousness and judgment 
and the oppressed will find deliverance. Moses of old knew all 
His ways, His ways of mercy and wisdom, ways of righteousness, 
while Israel had not this deeper knowledge but witnessed out¬ 
wardly His acts. 

III. Merciful and Gracious. (Verses 8-12.) 
Jehovah is merciful and gracious; 
Slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. 
He will not always chide, 
Neither keepeth He in anger for ever. 
He has not dealt with us after our sins; 
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heaven is high above the earth, 
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So great is His mercy toward them that fear Him 
As far as the East is from the West, 
So far hath He removed our transgressions from us. 

This leads us back to Exodus 34:6, 7. There we read that 
Jehovah descended in the cloud and stood with Moses there. 
And that Jehovah who descended in the glory cloud proclaimed 
"the Name of Jehovah." Here, then, is God the Son in a great 
pre-incarnation manifestation. And how did this descended 
Jehovah make known Jehovah's Name? In the same words we 
have here, "Jehovah, Jehovah God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." But the words 
in Exodus, "He will by no means clear the guilty" are omitted, 
for the time of His displeasure is gone, the little wrath (Isa. 54:7-8) 
is past, mercy has visited them and full of joyful worship they 
exalt His merciful dealings with them. And we too, dear reader, 
washed in that most precious blood, can join in and say, as re¬ 
deemed Israel will yet say, "He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities." 

IV. As a Father to His Children. (Verses 13-18.) 
Like as a Father hath compassion on his children, 
So Jehovah hath compassion on them that fear Him. 
For He knoweth our frame, 
He remembereth that we are dust. 
As for man his days are as grass; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 
For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone, 
And the place thereof knoweth it no more. 
But Jehovah's loving-kindness is from everlasting to 

everlasting upon them that fear Him, 
And His righteousness unto children's children; 
To such as keep His covenant. 
And to those that keep His precepts to do them. 

His infinite compassion towards His own and their own fraility 
and nothingness is in these verses made known. What comfort 
these words contain! Let faith take hold of them even now and 
act upon them. He is the loving Father, but not the All-Father 
as religious systems claim. He has a Father's compassion, as 
infinite as He is in all His attributes, but let us note this com¬ 
passion is for them "that fear Hun." Those who do not fear 
Him, who never entered by faith into relationship with Hun, 
have no claim to this word of assurance. When Israel's redemp¬ 
tion has come Israel restored will be among the nations "God's 
firstborn" and then enjoy in all blessings and the promised glory, 
His Fatherhood. Believers enjoy it now individually. His tender 
mercies and loving-kindness are now ours, "as a father pitieth His 
children." When an earthly father looks upon his children, sees 
their weakness, their helplessness, his heart is moved with love 
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and compassion for them. How much, more then our heavenly 
Father, Who has made us His own offspring in redemption by so 
great a price! And what comfort! He knoweth our frame. We 
are but dust—like the grass and the flower of the field. But all 
may pass His loving-kindness for His children will never pass. 
It is from everlasting to everlasting. And let us not overlook 
the fact stated in verse 18. It is to such who keep His covenant, 
that keep His precepts. Israel circumcised in heart will walk in 
obedience and our evidence that we are His children born again, 
sons of God and God our Father, is "that we do His command¬ 
ments," that we follow Him in faithful obedience. 

V. His Throne and His Kingdom. (Verses 19-22.) 

Jehovah hath established His throne in the Heavens. 
And His kingdom ruleth over all. 
Bless Jehovah, ye His angels, 
Ye that excel in strength that execute His Word, 
Hearkening to the voice of His Word. 
Bless Jehovah, all His hosts; 
Ye ministers of His that do His pleasure. 
Bless Jehovah, all His works 
In all places of His dominion. 
Bless Jehovah, O my soul. 

And here we have His glorious universal worship when the 
mighty Hallelujahs will sweep the earth, will sweep the heavens, 
will come downward and upward, when all creation will join in, 
when everything which has breath will shout "Hallelujah." The 
angelic world is specially mentioned. How little we know of that 
great world above us, of these ministers who excel in strength, 
who execute His Word. Some day we shall know it all. The 
Psalm ends, the symphony of praise closes with what is more fully 
revealed to us in the last book of God's holy Word (Rev. 5:11-14.) 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH PSALM 

This is the Psalm of creation. Jehovah the Redeemer, as 
revealed in the preceding Psalm, is now seen as creation's Lord. 
Isaiah mentions frequently that the Holy One of Israel is both 
Creator and Redeemer. Creation was dragged down by sin, and 
ruin followed. This ruin leads back to the original earth, before 
ever man was here. The first catastrophe happened in prehistoric 
times and must be linked with the rebellion of Lucifer the son of 
the morning (Isa. 14). When this earth was re-formed during the 
six days, as revealed in the first chapter of Genesis, all was pro¬ 
nounced good (except the second day). Through the fall of the 
first man, the result of Satan's work, curse came once more upon 
creation. But creation is not to be left in its ruined condition. 



382 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

Its groanings will end (Rom. 8:19-22). The Psalm tells out 
creation's marvelous story. It starts with the beginning of crea¬ 
tion as recorded in God's Word and ends with the glorious day to 
come when the sinful disappears and when all creation joins in a 
mighty, universal Hallelujah. Well said Dr. Franz Delitzsch— 
"The Psalm is altogether an echo of the heptahemeron (the his¬ 
tory of the seven days of Genesis). The Psalmist (probably 
David) begins with the light and the firmament (Gen. 1:3-8) and 
after that we can trace easily the different days. Finally, after 
expressing, in vivid language, the absolute dependence of all this 
vast and manifold creation upon the Creator (verses 27-30) he 
longs to see it all brought back, restored, to find himself and all 
God's creatures parts of the mighty harmony, that a new sabbath 
of creation may dawn, a rest of God, in which He shall rejoice 
in His works and they in Him, and the universe becomes a temple 
filled with the anthem of praise (verses 31-35)." It is a great 
hymn of creation, inexhaustible as all the Word of God. They 
talk about the lyric poetry of the ancient classics, but this great 
piece of inspiration surpasses it all. We can only point out a very 
few of the details. 

I. The Creator and His Glory. (Verses 1-4.) 
Bless Jehovah, my soul; 
O Jehovah my God, Thou art very great. 
Thou art clothed with honor and majesty; 
Covering Thyself with light as with a garment; 
Thou spreadest out the heavens like a curtain, 
Putting His upper chambers in the waters. 
And making the clouds His chariot; 
Going on the wings of the wind; 
Making His angels spirits, 
His ministers a flaming fire. 

The Psalm begins with the praise of the greatness and glory of 
Jehovah as creator and the opening section points clearly to the 
work of the first and second day as given in the opening chapter 
of the Bible. Jehovah spoke, "Let there be light and there was 
light." He Himself is light, dwelling in an unapproachable light. 
He is clothed with honor and majesty, enshrouded in a garment 
of light. The visible is the expression of the invisible for He 
dwells in His glory in creation. Well said John Calvin: "In com¬ 
paring the light to a robe, He signifies that, though Jehovah is in¬ 
visible, yet His glory is manifest. If we speak of His essential 
being, it is true He dwelleth in light inaccessible; but inasmuch 
as He irradiates the whole world with His glory, it is like a robe 
wherein He in some measure appears to us as visible, who in Hun-
self has been hidden." The Creator has covered Himself with 
light as a garment, as He spoke to Job—"Deck thyself now with 
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majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty" 
(Job 40:10). And this glory of the Creator in His creation is 
permanent and ever present. 

The second day is seen in the words, "Thou spreadest out the 
heavens like a curtain (or tent-cloth), putting His upper chambers 
in the waters." It is the expanse which divides between the 
waters. The clouds are His chariots, a beautiful poetic expression 
like Nahum's statement "the clouds are the dust of His feet" 
while the earth is "the foot-stool of His feet." Then the angels 
are mentioned. They are the tenants of the universe and are the 
messengers of the Creator. The application to the angels is dis¬ 
puted by commentators, but Hebrews 1:7 and 14 sustains our in¬ 
terpretation. "And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His 
angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire . . . are they not 
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall 
be the heirs of salvation?" But how very little we know of all 
this as long as we look into a glass darkly. How great the secrets 
of that marvelous creation around, above and beneath us! 

H. He Established the Earth. (Verses 5-9.) 
He established the earth upon its foundations 
That it should not be moved for ever and ever. 
Thou hadst covered it with the deep as with a garment; 
Above the mountains stood the waters. 
At Thy rebuke they fled; 
At the voice of Thy thunder they were scattered. 
The mountains rose, the valleys sank— 
To the place which Thou hadst appointed for them. 
Thou hast set them a bound that they cannot pass; 
That they turn not again to cover the earth. 

This evidently leads us to the third day of the first chapter of 
Genesis. But the deluge is also in view. The earth which over¬ 
flowed with water, had mountains standing out of the waters, it 
was mountainous. We see the receding waters, returning to the 
place which the Creator had appointed for them. And He set 
them a bound and they cannot pass it. "When I made the cloud 
the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, 
and brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, and 
said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further, and here shall thy 
proud waves be stayed" (Job 38:9-11). And He who has done so 
in creation does the same in His government. He restrains evil. 
"Fear ye not Me? saith Jehovah; will ye not tremble at My 
presence which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea 
by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it, and though the 
waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail, though 
they roar, yet can they not pass over it?" (Jer. 5:22). The ninth 
verse gives assurance that there will not be another judgment by 
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water. Evolutionists and their modernistic minions deny all this. 
How well Peter describes it! "For this they willingly are ignorant 
of, that by the Word of God the heavens wece of old, and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water; whereby the world 
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished. But the 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept 
in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and per¬ 
dition of ungodly men" (2 Peter 3:5-7). 

III. The Creator's Abundant Provision. (Verses 10-15.) 
He sendeth the springs into the valleys, 
They flow among the mountains. 
They give drink to every beast of the field; 
The wild asses quench their thirst. 
Nearby the birds of the heavens dwell 
They chirp among the branches. 
He watereth the mountains from His chambers; 
The earth is satisfied with the fruit of Thy works. 
He maketh grass to grow for the cattle 
And herb for the service of man— 
Bringing forth food out of the earth; 
And wine which rejoiceth frail man's heart; 
And that oil may cause his face to shine; 
And that bread may strengthen frail man's heart. 

And so all creation is dependent on the Creator and He has 
supplied all in abundance. Water, wine, oil, herbs for man and 
everything needful for the animal creation. What wickedness 
when man does, what is being done in the United States through 
the suggestions of ungodly men, destroying wantonly the kind 
provisions of our Creator! God will surely reckon with this 
wickedness and avenge it. But how much food for thought is in 
this section of this hymn of creation! Water, wine and oil are 
also typical of the spiritual provisions the Creator has made as 
the Redeemer. Like the physical water, wine, oil and herbs, the 
spiritual provisions are the gifts from above. As the water is free 
in nature, without money and price, so the water of life is freely 
given. "Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely" (Rev. 22:17). Just as the beasts 
and birds of the forest come to the mountain brook to slack their 
thirst, nothing to do for them but to take and to enjoy it, so frail, 
sinful man has nothing to do but to take that water of life, the gift 
of Himself. 

Bread, wine and oil! How very significant. Bread and wine 
are the precious, blessed emblems of Him who gave His body and 
shed His blood; and the oil His Spirit. 

IV. The Habitations He Provides. (Verses 16-18.) 
The trees of Jehovah are full— 
The cedars of Lebanon He hath planted; 
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Wherein the birds make their nests, 
As for the stork, the cypresses are her house. 
The high mountains are for the wild goats; 
The rock-clefts a refuge for the rock-rabbit. 

How kindly He has met the needs of His creatures! The birds 
with the instinct given to them build their nests in secure places. 
The wild goats and the rock-rabbits have their appointed refuge. 
And let us think of Him our Creator-Redeemer when He came to 
earth. He who provided nests and holes for His creatures said: 
"The foxes have holes and the birds have nests, but the Son of 
Man hath not where to lay His head." The earth is a house of 
many abodes for His creatures. Again we can think of another 
house, the Father's house, with its many abodes, which as 
Redeemer He has provided for His own. 

V. Day and Night; Moon and Sun. (Verses 19-23.) 
He hath made the moon for seasons; 
The sun knoweth his going down. 
Thou hast ordered darkness—and it is night, 
Wherein all the beasts of the forest come forth. 
The young lions roar after their prey, 
And seek their food from God. 
The sun ariseth—they gather together. 
And rest in their dens. 
Man goeth forth unto his work, 
And unto his labor until the evening. 

Sun and moon being mentioned brings before us the fourth day in 
the opening chapter of Genesis. In harmony with that chapter the 
moon is mentioned first. "And it was evening and it was morn¬ 
ing" and so the night scene precedes the day scene. 

All this has its spiritual lessons. Night and day, moon and sun 
are appointed by Him. Now spiritually it is night. But there 
will be a sun-rise. The moon for the night with her reflected light 
passes when the day dawns. Order and government is seen in 
all His works and in all His ways. 

VI. The Earth is Full of His Riches. (Verses 24-30.) 
How manifold are Thy works, Jehovah! 
In wisdom hast Thou made them all; 
The earth is full of Thy riches. 
Yonder is the great, wide sea. 
Wherein innumerable things are moving, 
Living creatures, small and great. 
There go the ships; 
And Leviathan which Thou hast formed to play thereon. 
All of them wait on Thee, 
That Thou mayest give them their food in its season. 
That Thou givest unto them they gather; 
Thou openest Thine hand, they are filled with good. 
Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled; 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

Thou takest away their breath, they die, 
And return to their dust. 
Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created 
And Thou renewest the face of the ground. 

How marvelous is His wisdom displayed in all His creation, in 
all His works. What an evidence of the darkened mind of man, 
when in pride of intellect the creature of the dust denies the exist¬ 
ence of the Creator and attributes all the manifested wisdom to 
blind chance! Everything in creation is filled with the footsteps 
of an omnipotent, an all-wise and merciful Creator. How true 
it is the earth is full of Thy riches. "Oh that men would praise 
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the 
children of men." How true it is that His works are manifold! 
We gaze into the heavens and find a world there which is incom¬ 
prehensible. Hundreds of millions of heavenly bodies moving 
with a supernatural precision hi a space, next to infinite. We 
take the miscroscope and find a microcosmos in a drop of water, 
filled with hundreds of thousands of tiny creatures. The depths 
of the sea with innumerable creatures, its sea-monsters which 
never come to the surface, has never yet been explored by man. 
And the Creator controls it all. He is the Lord of Life and of 
Power. But while the earth is full of His riches how far greater 
are the riches of grace, the riches of glory, the riches which the 
Creator-Saviour purchased by the shedding of His blood! What 
an eternity of glory awaits those who know and serve Him! It all 
transcends our present knowledge. 

VII. The Glorious Consummation. (Verses 31-35.) 
The Glory of Jehovah shall be for ever; 
Let Jehovah rejoice in His works! 
He looketh on the earth and it trembleth; 
He toucheth the mountains, they smoke. 
I will sing to Jehovah, as long as I live, 
I will psalm unto my God while yet I am. 
My meditation upon Him shall be sweet; 
I will rejoice in Jehovah. 
Sinners shall be consumed out of the earth, 
And the wicked be no more; 
Bless Jehovah, my soul. Hallelujah. 

The glory of such a Creator and Redeemer is for ever; His joy 
is in all His works, both His work in the physical creation and in 
redemption. Some day He will be gloriously manifested then 
the earth shall tremble. When that day comes the singing times 
begin. Sinners will be consumed out of the earth and the wicked 
will be no more. The Talmudical interpretation and the Midrash 
call attention to the fact that at the close of this Psalm the first 
Hallelujah in the Book of Psalms is found. It is in connection 
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with the overthrow of the wicked, when King Messiah begins to 
reign. And as we near the close of the Psalms we shall find the 
frequency of "Hallelujah" in the inspired praise and prayer, and 
in it prediction as to Jehovah's reign in righteousness and peace, 
enlarges. Surely every believer will even now join in praise and 
say "Bless Jehovah ray soul." 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH PSALM 

Two Psalms of a historical retrospect close the fourth section 
of this great book corresponding to the Book of Numbers. Num¬ 
bers is the wilderness book. We saw how significant it was that 
the Psalm of Moses (Psa. 90) was the opening Psalm, the Psalm 
of death written by Moses when he saw the unbelieving Israelites 
dying in the wilderness. And so at the close of this section we 
find two Psalms which rehearse their past experiences. But 
they are more than a historical review, they contain many spiritual 
lessons. They show then- failure, the Lord's kindness and His 
covenant faithfulness. 

I. Jehovah's Great Name and His Glory. (Verses 1-7.) 
Give thanks unto Jehovah and call upon His Name; 
Make known His acts among the peoples. 
Sing unto Him, sing Psalms unto Him; 
Meditate on all His wondrous works. 
Glory ye in His holy Name. 
Let the heart of all rejoice that seek Jehovah. 
Seek Jehovah and His strength, 
Seek His face continually. 
Remember His marvelous works He hath done, 
His miracles and the judgments of His mouth, 
Ye seed of Abraham His servant, 
Ye children of Jacob, His chosen ones. 
He is Jehovah our God; 
His judgments are in all the earth. 

The first fifteen verses of this Psalm are also recorded in 1 
Chronicles 16:8-22 as a festal song on the day when the ark of 
God was brought to Zion. David wrote all these words and 
delivered the Psalm into the hand of that great singer, Asaph, and 
his brethren. Israel's God is wonderful in all things. We have 
here mentioned "His acts"—"His works"—"His wondrous 
works"—"His miracles and judgments." The call is to give 
thanks unto Him, to praise Him, to sing praises, to glorify His 
holy Name. Everywhere in Scripture the Holy Spirit puts praise 
and worship first. Jehovah does not need to seek servants to 
serve Hun. He has the innumerable hosts of angels. But 
Jehovah wants praise and worship. When Jehovah was on earth 
in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, He said to the Samaritan 
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woman at Jacob's well—"God is a Spirit, and they that worship 
Him must worship Him in Spirit and in truth, and the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him." "Whosoever offereth praise 
glorifieth Me" (Psa. 50:23). 

And so throughout the Word of God there is the call to praise 
and to give thanks. Yet how little Jehovah receives this praise 
which glorifieth Him! Lip-worship is prominent in the life-less 
religious exercises of Jews and Gentiles. Ritualistic Christendom 
with its chantings and rattling of phrases of worship destitute of 
real soul exercise, cannot please God. And even among those 
who are real believers there is often lacking the spirit of praise 
and worship. And "to seek Jehovah and His strength" and 
"to seek His face" should be the daily occupation of a child of God. 
Another day is coming when Jehovah's praise will be in all the 
earth, when "His judgments are in all the earth." 

II. His Covenants. (Verses 8-12.) 

He is ever mindful of His Covenant; 
The word which He commanded to a thousand generations, 
Which He made with Abraham, 
And His oath unto Isaac. 
And He confirmed it unto Jacob as a statute, 
Unto Israel for an everlasting covenant, 
Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, 
The lot of your inheritance; 
When they were but few in number, 
Of little account and strangers there. 

Jehovah is the sovereign One, who made a covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and not alone with them but with all 
Israel, their seed, forever. They did not seek Him for a covenant, 
but He sought them. Abraham and his family were in the land 
of idolatry. Terah, the father of Abraham, was a worshiper of 
idols. Sovereign grace called Abraham and "Jehovah made a 
covenant with Him." It is a perpetual, an everlasting covenant. 
God's gifts and callings are without repentance; He is a covenant 
keeping God. The covenant bestows upon the seed of Abraham 
the land of Canaan. It is His gift, a land not to be bought or sold. 
In view of these facts how displeasing political Zionism must be 
in the sight of God. It ignores His covenant promises; its 
foundation is not what God has promised and given. They think 
themselves strong and powerful, leaning on the arm of flesh. 
The day is coming when these carnal hopes of political Zionism 
will miscarry and then, during the tune of their great tribulation, 
Jehovah will act, when their strength is gone (Deut. 32:35, 36) 
and keep His covenant promises. 
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III. A Retrospect. (Verses 13-22.) 
And they went from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another people. 
He suffered no man to oppress them, 
And reproved kings for their sakes, 
Saying, Touch not mine anointed ones. 
And do my prophets no harm. 
And He called for a famine upon the land; 
He broke the whole staff of bread. 
He sent a man before them— 
Joseph, who was sold for a servant. 
They afflicted his feet with fetters; 
And iron entered his soul. 
Until the time that his word came to pass; 
The Word of Jehovah tested him. 
The king sent and freed him—• 
The ruler of peoples set. him at liberty. 
He made him lord of his house, 
And ruler of all his possessions, 
To bind his princes at his pleasure, 
And teach his old men wisdom. 

Verses 13-15 show how faithful He was according to His cove¬ 
nant and how He cared for them, fenced them about, protected 
them; as He promised to Abraham, He was their shield. He 
acknowledged them as His anointed ones,' the people destined to 
be His prophet; the warning is to nations not to touch them nor 
do them injury. This means the real Israel, not the wicked and 
ungodly among them. 

A famine came, it was God-permitted and God-sent to carry 
out His own covenant purposes. The famine had not yet come 
but it was to come, and so before it came Jehovah made provision 
for it. And so He still takes care of His people! and provides for 
them, not only Israel, His earthly people, but it includes us, 
believers, His heavenly people. There was no accident in the 
story of Joseph, as there is no accident in the lives of God's 
people; all was divinely planned and ordered, all had to work 
together for good, even the selling of the father's beloved, for 
twenty pieces of silver. By Joseph God provided for the need of 
His people, and in Him who is greater than Joseph, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, God has supplied the greater spiritual need. And 
Joseph the rejected one became the great ruler over all. A 
blessed type of Him under whose feet all things are to be put. 

IV. Israel in Egypt. (Verses 23-35.) 
And Israel came into Egypt, 
Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham. 
He increased His people exceedingly, 
And made them stronger than their oppressors. 
He turned their hearts to hate His people, 
To deal subtly with His servants. 
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He sent Moses His servant,— 
Aaron whom He had chosen; 
They showed His signs among them, 
His miracles in the land of Ham. 
He sent darkness, and made it dark; 
And they rebelled not against His word. 
He turned their waters into blood, 
And made their fish to die, 
Their land swarmed with frogs— 
In the chambers of their kings. 
He spoke, and there came swarms, 
Grievous insects in their borders. 
Hail He gave them for rain, 
Flaming fire in their land. 
He smote their vines and their fig-trees, 
And broke the trees of their borders. 
He spake and the locusts came, 
And the feeder numberless. 
And they devoured every herb in their land, 
And ate up the fruit of their ground. 

Little comment is needed for this. It reviews the happenings 
in Egypt. But let us note that all is done by Him, as the sovereign 
Jehovah. He made His people to increase as an evidence that 
He is their God; He made the Egyptians to hate them; He sent 
Moses at the right time; He performed His miracles; and all to 
accomplish His purposes. The plagues which fell upon Egypt 
are not given in this Psalm in their chronological order as we find 
them in Exodus. But greater will be the judgment-plagues which 
will fall upon the modern Egypt, the world which refuses to listen 
to Jehovah and His message. There will be a repetition of all 
that happened to Egypt, but far greater plagues and judgments, 
when He once more remembers His covenant. But as it was in 
Egypt, so it will be again, Israel's remnant will be saved out of it, 
while the true Church is not in it. 

V. Deliverance and Victory. (Verses 36-45.) 
And He smote every firstborn in their land, 
The firstfruits of all their strength. 
He also brought them forth with silver and gold; 
And there was no feeble one among their tribes. 
Egypt was joyous over their departure; 
For they had inspired them with fear. 
He spread a cloud for a covering, 
And a fire to give light in the night. 
They asked, and He brought quails, 
.And filled them with bread from heaven. 
He opened the rock and waters gushed forth; 
They ran in dry places like a river. 
For He remembered His holy Word 
And Abraham His servant. 
And He brought forth His people with joy, And His chosen with songs of triumph. 
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And He gave them the lands of the nations, 
And they possessed the labors of the peoples. 
That they might observe His statutes, 
And keep His laws. Hallelujah. 

Here is the consummation of Israel's history in Egypt and 
their deliverance described in a terse way. What the Lord had 
revealed to the father of the nation, Abraham, now became history. 
It was a literal fulfilment of what Abraham, the friend of God, had 
seen four hundred years before (Gen. 15). And He who brought 
them out also brought them in, and in the journey through the 
wilderness He was their guide by the cloud and the pillar of fire by 
night. He supplied all their need, water out of the rock, and 
bread from heaven. He redeemed them by blood and by power. 
Songs of triumph followed. He brought them to the destined 
goal. 

All this is in the past but soon there will be a larger fulfilment 
of all this. When once more the remnant of Israel is brought out 
and brought in; brought out of all they are in now and brought 
in to all that God has promised to them in His covenant. We 
stated the fact that the first "Hallelujah" in the Psalms was 
found at the close of the previous Psalm. Here is the second. 
The Psalm which follows begins with the third "Hallelujah." 
And in the last section of this book that much beloved word 
increases, and finally there will be the mighty Hallelujah chorus 
in which heaven and earth join. But not now. The time is not 
yet. But it will come when He who was crowned with a crown 
of thorns shall appear crowned with many crowns to claim His 
blood-bought inheritance. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH PSALM 

This Psalm ends the Numbers section of the Book of Psalms 
It records history, Israel's history of failure and sin, and His 
faithfulness, His mercy and His grace. Here we have confession 
of sin, a remembrance of a past salvation and a forward look to 
the coming salvation, when Israel's wanderings will be forever 
ended. Let us note that this is the first Psalm which begins with 
"Hallelujah" and which ends with "Hallelujah." It is the first 
great Hallelujah Psalm; the others are Psalms 111, 113, 117, 
135, 146-150. In the preceding Psalm God's mighty acts for His 
people were celebrated with joy and thanksgiving; here, His 
people's sin is humbly and sorrowfully acknowledged. Nothing 
is more remarkable in these great historical Psalms than the utter 
absence of any word or sentiment tending to feed national pride. 

""All the glory of Israel's history is confessed to be due, not to her 
heroes, her priests, her prophets, but to God; all the failures which 



892 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

are written upon history, all discomfitures, losses, reverses, the 
sword, the famine, exile, are recognized as the righteous chastise¬ 
ment which the sin of the nation provoked. Contrast this with 
the conditions of the Gentile nations at the close of the times of the 
Gentiles. Take our own country, the United States. What 
national pride! Great men, great leaders, great achievements— 
this is what we hear on all sides. God is but little acknowledged; 
by the great majority He is unacknowledged, and vile atheism 
forges to the front. Acknowledgment of sin, confession of sin is 
out of sight; nor is there any humiliation. Such conditions will 
bring ere long the righteous judgment of God. 

I. The Praise of Jehovah and Prayer to Him. (Verses 1-5.) 
"Hallelujah!" 

Give thanks to Jehovah; for He is good, 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Who can utter Jehovah's mighty acts? 
Or tell forth all His praise? 
Happy are they that keep His judgment; 
And he that doeth righteousness at all times. 
Remember me, Jehovah, with favor towards Thy people; 
O visit me with Thy salvation. 
That I may see the prosperity of Thy chosen, 
That I may rejoice in the joy of Thy nation; 
That I may glory with Thine inheritance. 

It begins with a matchless praise of Jehovah, a praise so frequent 
in this book of praise. He is good and His loving-kindness is 
infinite; like -all His attributes, it endureth forever. How can 
the finite creature ever fully tell out His praise? And Jehovah 
has a people, here not the Church, but His people Israel. And 
the godly in Israel, not the unbelieving, apostate rabble amongst 
them, keep His judgments and do righteousness. The Psalmist 
prays to be remembered with them, for he belongs to His people. 
He knows a time is coming when His salvation will be manifested 
to them and so he prays "Visit me with Thy salvation." When 
that comes, the salvation promised to the chosen, godly remnant 
of Israel, there will be prosperity, joy and glory. 

II. Confession of Sin and His Acts in Salvation. (Verses 6-12.) 
We have sinned with our fathers, 
We have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly; 
Our fathers in Egypt did not consider Thy wonders; 
They remembered not the multitude of Thy mercies; 
And rebelled at the sea, at the Red Sea. 
And yet He saved them for His Name's sake, 
That He might make His great power known. 
And He rebuked the Red Sea, and it was dried up; 
And He led them through the depths as through the wilderness. 
And He saved them from the hand of him that hated them, 
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And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 
And the waters covered their adversaries, 
Not one of them was left. 
So they believed His word; 
They sang His praises. 

Confession of sin stands in the foreground. There is a full 
acknowledgment of their guilt, they confess of having done 
wickedly and committed iniquity. They were ignorant of His 
wonders He did in Egypt, they soon forgot them as well as the 
multitude of His mercies. Even at the Red Sea they became 
rebellious, ready to go back to the house of bondage to serve the 
Egyptians again. Then He displayed His power, He rebuked the 
sea, dried it up, they crossed over, He redeemed them by His 
power while their enemies perished. Then they believed His 
Word and there was an outburst of praise when they had passed 
through the Sea. The first song of the Bible was sung by them. 
All shows the sinfulness and unbelief of man and the loving-
kindness, the mercy and faithfulness of the Lord. 

IH. The Record of Sin and Apostasy. (Verses 13-33.) 

They soon forgot His acts 
They waited not for His Counsel; 
And lusted their lusts in the wilderness 
And tempted God in the waste. 
And He gave them their request 
And sent leanness into their soul. 
They envied Moses in the camp, 
And were against Aaron, the holy one of Jehovah. 
Then the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 
And covered the assembly of Abiram. 
And a fire was kindled in their assembly, 
The flame burned up the wicked. 

And what a record this is I How it brings out what man's heart 
is! It begins with lusting, having forgotten His works. They 
tempted the Mighty One in questioning His ability to save. The 
lusting for food was answered by Him. He gave them their 
request, but sent leanness into their soul. They loathed the food 
and sickness followed. How often this has been repeated in the 
experiences of Christians. 

Lusting was followed by open insurrection by an envious re¬ 
bellion against Moses and Aaron. Both had been set apart by 
the Lord, sanctified for leadership. Aaron in his priestly office is 
called "the holy one" and is a type of the Lord Jesus. Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram rebelled against his priestly authority and 
God dealt with them in judgment. The earth opened and fire 
engulfed them. An even greater rebellion is in Christendom today 
in rejecting the priesthood of Christ and His precious blood. 
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They made a calf in Horeb 
And bowed themselves before the molten image; 
And changed their glory 
For the likeness of an ox that eateth grass. 
They forgot God their Saviour, 
Who had done great things in Egypt; 
Wondrous things in the land of Ham, 
Fearful things by the Red Sea. 

Idolatry followed. They made a golden calf, a molten image, 
such as the Egyptians worshiped. Their glory, that is the Lord 
Himself, who is the glory of His people, they changed into an ox. 
Dreadful steps downward! Lusting and tempting God through 
unbelief; next insurrection and rebellion against God's leader and 
the instituted priesthood; and finally idolatry, with all the 
degrading practices, for they were naked and dancing (Exod. 
82:25). 

Then He said He would destroy them, 
Had not Moses His chosen stood before Him in the breach, 
To turn away His fury from destroying them. 

Moses in His great intercession saved them from being com¬ 
pletely wiped out as a nation. He is a type of the great intercessor, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In verses 24 to 33 their evil deeds are rehearsed. They despised 
the pleasant land and believed not His Word. They had reached 
the border of the land, but in their unbelief they refused to possess 
it. Their tents were filled with murmuring and though the Lord 
spoke through His servants they hearkened not. So His hand 
rested upon them and they died in the wilderness. They fell 
still deeper in the horrible and vile worship of Baal-peor with 
unspeakable degradation. They ate the sacrifices of the dead. 
Then the plague broke out and Phinehas by his action stayed the 
plague and his atonement by judgment was counted to him for 
righteousness (Num. 25:7-8). Then Moses even fails also. 

They moved Him to wrath also at the waters of Meribah 
And it went ill with Moses for their sakes. 
For they provoked his spirit, 
And he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 

IV. Israel's Failure in the Land. (Verses 34-39.) 

The forty years of failure had passed and according to His 
promise the Lord had brought them into the land of promise. 
Once more they experienced His power as He held back the waters 
of Jordan so that they could pass over. But failure followed. 
They did not carry out His commandment. The nations of 
Canaan had ripened for judgment; judgment hi their extermina¬ 
tion was mercy, for these nations had sunkenjinto vile corruptions. 
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But instead of carrying out the judgment sentence of the Lord 
they mingled with those nations. They served their idols, 
sacrified their own sons and daughters to the demons and prosti¬ 
tuted themselves. 

V. His Chastisements and His Mercy. (Verses 40-46.) 

These verses cover the period of the Judges and beyond. As 
the righteous and holy Jehovah, His anger was kindled against 
them. He abhorred His own inheritance which they had polluted. 
He gave them over to their enemies; the heathen nations oppressed 
them. Again and again they were enslaved. They cried unto 
Him and He delivered them. But many times the gracious 
deliverance was followed by new departures. And this continued. 

Yet He regarded their distress, 
When He heard their cry. 
And He remembered for them His covenant. 
And repented according to the multitude of His loving-kindnesses. 
And He caused them to find mercy 
Of all those that carried them captive. 

Then came their captivities followed by a return of the remnant 
from Babylon, and finally the great dispersion among all the 
nations of the world. And what was their crowning sin, the 
climax of their apostasy? The rejection of Him whom the 
Father had sent. His own word was fulfilled, "They shall be 
scattered among all nations." 

IV. The Future Prayer. (Verse 47.) 
Save us, O Jehovah our God, 
And gather us from the nations, 
To give thanks unto Thy Holy Name, 
That we may glory in Thy Praise. 

Many times they have prayed in this way and He answered. 
But prophetically it is a future prayer. It will come when the 
waves of trouble are breaking over that nation once more. That 
great tribulation of which Daniel speaks (chapter 12), which our 
Lord mentions (Matt. 24), is rapidly approaching. The increase 
of Anti-Semitism everywhere is an evidence of it. Then He will 
answer their final cry. He that scattered Israel will gather him, 
and as a redeemed nation, born again and Spirit filled, they will 
praise Him and give thanks to His Holy Name. 

VII. The Future Praise. (Verse 48.) 
Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
From everlasting to everlasting. 
And let all the people say, Amen 

Hallelujah. 
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It is the suitable ending of this Psalm and at the conclusion of 
the section corresponding to the book of Numbers. We do not 
believe that a later hand added this doxology. It is the outburst 
of praise, the coming great Hallelujah when the Lord has answered 
Israel's cry, "Save us," and when their redemption has come. 



PART V 

DEUTERONOMY SECTION 
PSALMS 107 TO 150 
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We enter now into the Deuteronomy section of the Book of 
Psalms. The fifth book written by Moses begins with a great 
retrospect in the plains of Moab, in which inspired Moses reviews 
God's gracious dealings with His people. They were then facing 
the land of promise, into which they were soon to enter. In the 
opening Psalm of this Deuteronomy section the remnant of Israel 
is seen prophetically regathered and about ready to enter the land. 
They are looking back over their age long experiences, how He led 
them, dealt with them, humbled them, preserved and kept them. 
And what a refreshing hymn of praise it is! Though it is Israel's 
in a future day, we too as His people can join in this prophetic 
praise and worship—"0 give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is 
good; for His mercy endureth for ever." Commentators, like 
the much advertised "Matthew Henry" have sadly missed the 
meaning of this Psalm, by not understanding its prophetic char¬ 
acter and by applying it to the Church. 

We find in this Psalm a four-fold description of Israel's future 
deliverance out of their distresses and narrowing experiences. 
First we see them as wanderers among the nations, oppressed and 
suffering there, but gathered out of all lands and restored. Next 
they are viewed as having been prisoners, but now the chains are 
snapped and He has set them free. The third description shows 
them as sick, nigh unto death, but in His loving-kindness He 
healed them; and the fourth description is that of sea-farers, 
tossed about by the angry waves, but the storm is stilled and they 
are seen in the haven of peace. The final section of this beautiful 
Psalm is a climaxing description of the gracious, merciful and 
loving ways of Jehovah, their God and our God, the Messiah of 
Israel, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I. The Wandering Nation Gathered Out of AH Lands. (Verses 
1-9.) 

O give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is good, 
For His loving-kindness (endureth) for ever. 
Let the redeemed of Jehovah say (so), 
Whom He hath ransomed from the oppressor's hand, 
And gathered them out of the lands, 
From the East and from the West, 
From the North and from the South. 
They wandered in the wilderness, in a solitary way, 
They found no city of secure dwelling. 
Hungry and thirsty, 
Their soul fainted in them. 
Then they cried unto Jehovah in their tribulation, 
And He delivered them out of their distresses; 
He led them forth by a right way, 
That they might go to a city of habitation. 399 
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Let them give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness, 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men, 
For He satisfieth the longing soul; 
And filleth the hungry soul with good. 

Here then we have a picture of the wandering nation. Moses 
had announced it several thousand years before their world-wide 
dispersion. "And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou 
shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known, even wood and stone. And among these nations shalt 
thou find no ease, neither shall have the sole of thy foot rest; but 
the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of 
eyes, and sorrow of mind" (Deut. 28:64-65). It was all fulfilled 
to the very letter of the word, not once, but in every generation. 
They wandered in the wilderness of nations. They had no rest 
for the sole of their feet. Hungry, thirsty in body and soul and 
spirit they wandered on, as Cain wandered, the one who was guilty 
of his brother's blood, with the mark set upon them, suffering 
afflictions, but like the historic burning bush, burning with fire, 
but never consumed, so they have been kept. They found no 
secure dwelling. Nations rose up against them and as their long 
history of blood and tears draws to its close there comes the dark¬ 
est night upon them, the night of "Jacob's trouble," the night 
of the great tribulation. It is indicated in its nearness in the 
world-wide rise of Anti-Semitism. Then comes out of that night 
the cry of the believing remnant, the cry of distress, the cry of 
helplessness. As Hosea puts it, "In their affliction they will seek 
Me early, Come let us return unto the Lord." Of this we see 
nothing at the present tune. The greater part of Jewry seeks 
self-preservation by retaliation, boycott, political means, especially 
political Zionism. But finally, when the night is darkest, when 
the third day of salvation nears, out of "the deepest night," as this 
Psalm says, "they cry unto Jehovah." And He waits to be 
gracious. Once more He remembers His covenant; He that 
scattered Israel will gather him from East and West, from North 
and South. He brings them back as He has promised. All this is 
seen prophetically fulfilled. And then instead of weeping, there 
will be rejoicing and everlasting praise. 

II. The Prisoners of Hope. (Verses 10-16.) 
Such as sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, 
Bound in affliction and iron— 
Because they rebelled against the Words of God, 
And despised the counsel of the Most High, 
And He bowed down their heart with labor, 
They stumbled and there was none to help. 
Then they cried unto Jehovah in their trouble, 
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He saved them out of their distresses; 
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
And brake their bonds asunder. 
Let them give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness, 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men; 
For He brake the doors of brass, 
And cut the bars of iron asunder. 

Here Israel is seen in prison. It is a familiar term in prophecy. 
"To bring the prisoners from the prison and them that sit in dark¬ 
ness out of the prison house" (Isa. 42:7). Such is the work of 
Jehovah for His people. Such is Messiah's work—"That Thou 
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth, to them that are in dark¬ 
ness, Show yourselves" (Isa. 49:9). They are the prisoners of 
hope (Zech. 9:12). Unbelief and sin held them prisoners. They 
had rebelled against the Words of God and His counsels of redemp¬ 
tion made known in Him Whom the Father sent they despised. 
Bloodguiltiness rests upon them, and as a result they are "sitting 
in darkness and the shadow of death." None could help them. 
They tried all kinds of self-help, politics and assimilation. All 
was in vain. The only One Who is their help and hope they 
passed by. But when the prison house becomes darker, and 
darker they appeal to Him, "they cried to Jehovah in their 
trouble." He answers. He brakes their bonds asunder; He brakes 
the door of brass and the bars of iron. Thus He promised—"I 
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars 
of iron" (Isa. 45:2). It is He Who proclaims "liberty to the cap¬ 
tives and the opening of the prison to them that are bound" (Isa. 
61:1). And so delivered Israel will yet praise Him for all His 
loving-kindness. 

III. The Sick Nation Healed and Saved. (Verses 17-22.) 

Fools because of the way of their rebellion, 
Afflicted because of their iniquities, 
Their soul abhorreth all kinds of food, 
And they draw near unto the gates of death. 
Then they cry unto Jehovah in their perplexities, 
And He saveth them out of their distresses; 
He sendeth His Word, and healeth them, 
And rescueth them from their pits. 
Let them give thanks unto Jehovah for His loving-kindness 
And for His wonderful works unto the children of men. 
And let them sacrifice sacrifies of thanksgiving. 
And tell of His works with a song of joy. 

The Psalmist speaks of them as fools. This is what Moses, who 
knew them so well, called them—"O foolish people and unwise" 
(Deut. 32:6). And so in their foolishness of unbelief they pined 
away. All unbelief is foolishness. They sickened spiritually, 
distress and affliction of every kind became their lot. They drew 



402 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

near to the gates of death. But finally their cry arises and comes 
before Jehovah. Then "He sendeth His Word and healeth them." 
We have put "word" with a capital letter, for we believe it means 
Him Who is "The Word." It takes us back to the synagogue in 
Capernaum where He spoke of Himself as the true Manna, the 
bread come down from heaven, the bread which gives life, sustains 
life, nourishes and builds up. The multitude despised that bread 
and turned away from Him. And so the nation despised Him 
and refused to eat of Him; spiritual disease followed. Only the 
Word, the Bread of Life, come down from heaven, can heal the 
sin-sick nation. Then they begin to give thanks. They are 
healed and restored, born again and Spirit-filled. They tell then 
of His work in a song of joy. 

IV. The Storm-Tossed Mariners. (Verses 23-32.) 
They that go down to the sea in ships, 
That transact business in great waters— 
These see the works of Jehovah, 
And His wonders in the deep. 
For He speaketh and raiseth a hurricane, 
Which lifteth up the sea-waves. 
They mount up to heaven and go down to the depths, 
Their soul melteth because of trouble. 
They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunkard, 
And are at their wit's end. 
Then they cry to Jehovah in their trouble, 
And He bringeth them out of their distresses. 
He husheth the storm and maketh it a calm, 
So that the waves are stilled. 
Then they are glad because they are quiet, 
And He leadeth them to their desired haven. 
Let them give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men, 
And let them exalt Him in the congregation of the people, 
And praise Him in the assembly of the elders. 

It reminds us of the seafaring disobedient Prophet Jonah, the 
type of disobedient Israel. The troubled sea through which 
Jonah had to sail is symbolical of Israel's troubles. What Isaiah 
said of the wicked, "they are like the troubled sea" and "no peace 
for the wicked," has been Israel's experience. Here also is a 
reminder of what they became during this age, traffickers, mer¬ 
chants, just as dying Jacob predicted of one of the tribes—"They 
shall dwell at the haven of the sea and shall be for a haven of 
ships" (Gen. 49:13). Storm has followed storm ever since they 
refused Him, their Prince of Peace, who can command the winds 
and the waves with His majestic "Peace! Be still!" The greatest 
storm is yet to come. It will be in the day of then- calamity 
(Deut. 32:35). The hurricane of wrath and judgment will sweep 
over the world and the storm center will be Israel's land. Then 
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they will be "at their wit's end." Then as the disciples once 
cried out in fear, "Master, carest Thou not that we perish?" so 
they will appeal to Him for salvation. Then once more He will 
arise and hush the waves and the storm and make the sea a calm. 
He will bring them to the desired haven, the only haven for God's 
earthly people, Lnmanuel's land. 

V. His Gracious Ways and His Marvelous Power. (Verses 
33:43.) 

He turneth rivers into a wilderness, 
And water-springs into dry ground; 
A fruitful land into salty-marshes, 
Because of the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

Such happened to Israel's land; once so fertile, so beautiful and 
charming. The rain was withheld and its physical glory ended. 
The land once flowing with milk and honey became a witness of 
Israel's departure from Jehovah. 

He turneth the wilderness into a pool of water, 
And a dry land into water-springs, 
And there He maketh the hungry to dwell; 
And sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
And produce increasing fruits. 
And He blesseth them, and they multiply greatly. 
And He suffereth not their cattle to diminish. 
And when they are diminished and brought low, 
Through oppression, calamity and sorrow, 
He poureth contempt upon princes, 
And maketh them wander in trackless wastes, 
But setteth the needy on high, out of affliction, 
And maketh families like a flock. 
The upright see it and rejoice, 
And the mouth of all iniquity is stopped. 
Whoso is wise and observes this, 
Yea, such shall understand the loving-kindness of Jehovah. 

No comment is needed. The concluding words tell of His 
gracious way with Israel and how He restores their land and gives 
them the promised earthly blessings. He is their defender and 
their keeper. The mouth of all iniquity will then be stopped. 

How encouraging to faith to know from such a Psalm that 
Jehovah will keep His oath bound covenants with Israel. He 
will, as He promised, gather the wandering Jew back home; He 
will end their prison experience; He will heal them and bring 
them to the desired haven. That perversion of God's Word which 
claims that there is no future for Israel, that there will be no 
millennium of peace and glory, ushered in by Israel's Messiah-
King, our Lord, in the light of such a Psalm as this, appears most 
deplorable, for it charges the Lord with breaking His covenant. 
May the Lord keep His people from such distortions of His Truth. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH PSALM 
This second Psalm of the Deuteronomy section has come in for 

much criticism. Some say it is a kind of a patch-work, bringing 
together in an unmeaning way Psalms 57:7-11 and 60:6-12. 
Perowne on his work on the Psalms states the same. "This Psalm 
consists of portions of two others, the first half of it being taken 
from Psalm 57 and the second half from Psalm 60. It bears the 
name of David, because the original passages occur in Psalms 
ascribed to him as author. . . . Some late poet probably adapted 
these fragments to circumstances of his own times; possibly 
wished thus to commemorate a victory over Edom and Philistia." 
We do not agree with these exegetes. If the portions of other 
Psalms are brought together here it is for a purpose. This pur¬ 
pose is in fullest harmony with the One Hundred and Seventh 
Psalm. We divide the Psalm into two sections suggested by the 
two Psalms quoted. 

I. Israel's Coming Praise After Their Restoration Blessings. 
(Verses 1-5.) 

My heart is fixed, O God; 
I will sing and praise, yea, even my glory. 
Awake Psaltery and harp, 
I will wake the morning-dawn. 
I will praise Jehovah among the peoples, 
And I will sing psalms to Thee among the nations. 
For Thy Mercy is great above the heavens, 
And Thy Truth unto the clouds. 
Be Thou exalted above the heavens, O God! 
And Thy glory over all the earth. 

Here then is Israel's remnant redeemed, brought home, praising 
and exalting the Lord. That praise was indicated in the previous 
Psalm, "Let them give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness." 
Especially charming is the expression "I will wake the morning-
dawn." Their night is over, the night of sin, of sorrow, oppression, 
persecution and affliction. The night is followed by the dawn of 
the morning, when these shadows and night scenes pass forever 
away. The morning-dawn will be awakened by their songs 
of praise and shouts of victory. And this future praise will be 
heard among the nations of the earth. From one end of the 
earth to the other the glorious deliverance and His Kingdom will 
be heralded. His glory will cover the earth as the waters cover 
the deep. His Mercy is great above the heavens and His Truth 
reaches unto the clouds. 

II. Israel's Victories and Possessions. (Verses 6-13.) 
That Thy beloved ones may be delivered— 
Save now with Thy right hand and answer. 
God hath spoken in His holiness, 
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I will exult; I will portion out Shechem, 
And measure out the valley of Succoth. 
Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine; 
Ephraim is the strength of My head; 
Judah is My Sceptre. 
Moab is My washpot; 
Upon Edom I cast My shoe. 
Over Philistia will I shout (in triumph). 
Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who will lead me into Edom? (Wilt) not (Thou), 

who didst cast us off? 
And didst not go forth, O God, without hosts? 
O give us help from the adversary, 
For vain is the help of man. 
Through God we shall do valiantly; 
And He shall tread down our adversaries. 

They realize now that they are His "beloved ones." Perhaps 
they remember that it is written "the beloved of the Lord shall 
dwell in safety" (Deut. 33:12). They will realize the blessed 
word given through Jeremiah, "I have loved thee with an ever¬ 
lasting love" (Jer. 31:3). And therefore they look up and plead— 
"Save with Thy right hand and answer me." And who is that 
right hand of God to save? Who is at the right hand of God to 
answer? It is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God has spoken in holiness; and so has He sworn also in His 
holiness (Amos 4:2). But who is the speaker here saying "I 
will exult; I will portion out Shechem, etc."? Some say it is the 
Lord Himself; others think it is King David. Prophetically all 
these words belong to the delivered remnant. They speak. -The 
words express the anticipations of possessing their God-given 
possessions. They see themselves entering in upon their inheri¬ 
tance. The land will be divided among the tribes. In a poetic 
way Moab is mentioned as a wash-pot, a figure of their deep 
humiliation. Over Edom Israel will cast the shoe. Rosenmueller, 
who was a great Oriental scholar, shows that the Abyssinian kings 
and others cast a shoe upon anything as a sign of taking forcible 
possession. So crafty and malicious Edom, God opposing and 
God defying Edom, will be forcibly subjugated to Israel. Another 
enemy of Israel, Philistia, will also be humiliated; over them 
Israel will shout in triumph. The great Jewish scholar Kimchi 
applies it ironically—"Triumph if thou can'st; it is for me (Israel) 
to triumph over you." 

The concluding stanzas show that their self-confidence is gone. 
They cast themselves upon Him who alone has power. They 
acknowledge that they had been cast off. Their long night of 
sorrow and suffering was on account of their separation from Him 
Who is Israel's hope. But now they look to Him and to Him 
only. He alone can help! Vain is the help of man! Oh that we 
Christian believers might also learn this lesson more and more. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH PSALM 

The One Hundred and Ninth and One Hundred and Tenth 
Psalms go together. Here we have two Messianic Psalms, the 
first one revealing Christ in humiliation and the second one 
Christ in exaltation, and His coming glory. The One Hundredth 
and Ninth Psalm is another imprecatory Psalm, and while Christ's 
humiliation is pictured prophetically we find revealed the fate 
of those who oppose Him, who betray and reject Him. We shall 
point out the various phases in which we see Him Who is the Son 
of Man, exercising His judgment rights and pronouncing His 
righteous sentence. 

I. His Appeal. (Verses 1-5.) 

O God of My praise, be not silent! 
For a wicked mouth and a deceitful mouth have they opened 

against Me; 
They have spoken against Me with a lying tongue, 
And with words of hatred have they compassed Me; 
And fight against Me without a cause. 
In return for My love, they are Mine adversaries; 
And I (give Myself) unto prayer. 
They have requited Me evil for good, 
And hatred for My love. 

This is a prophetic vision of the agony of His holy soul. He 
came in humiliation, in meekness and lowliness; He came as 
predicted by prophets and was despised and rejected of men. He 
came to His own and His own received Him not. We may look 
upon these words which picture His intense sufferings in the midst 
of those He came to seek and to save, as the expressions He used 
when He prayed to the Father in secret. Perhaps in these very 
words He poured out His heart before His Father when He was 
alone in desert places or mountain tops. Their mouths were 
opened in wickedness and deceit against Him. They lied about 
Him and maligned Him. Words of hatred on all sides, with 
malicious accusations that He, whom the Father had sent, was 
possessed by a demon and used Beelzebub's power to perform His 
miracles. He loved them, expressed His love in doing them good, 
healing their sick, feeding them miraculously. They requited 
His love by leaving Him and becoming adversaries. Evil for 
good and hatred for love, was His experience. 

Years ago when the Editor labored among the East-side Jews 
in New York we had occasionally, not always, similar experiences. 
We helped some destitute Jewish family by feeding and clothing 
their .children, sometimes with much self-sacrifice. We thought it 
would exemplify the love of Christ and open the way to hearts to 
present the Gospel message. It was a saddening experience when 
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those whom we helped, to whom we showed many kindnesses, 
after a while turned against us, slandered and maligned us and 
expressed their hatred against Christ. In a measure we felt 
what He must have felt in His experiences among His own and 
we rejoiced in having a little fellowship with His sufferings. 

What was His answer to it all? He gave Himself to prayer. 
He practiced what He preached, "Love your enemies." And 
so He came to the Father and poured out His heart before Him. 
Not only on the Cross prayed He "Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do," but all through His earthly life of 
humiliation. 

II. Invoking Judgment. (Verses 6-15.) 

Set over him a wicked one, 
And let an adversary stand at his right hand. 
When he is judged, let him go forth condemned, 
And let his prayer become sin. 
Let his days be few; 
His office let another take. 
Let his children be fatherless, 
And his wife a widow. 
Let his children be begging vagabonds, 
And seek (their bread) from their ruined places. 
Let the extortioner cast a net over all that he hath, 
And let strangers spoil his labor. 
Let there be none that is merciful to him, 
Nor anyone to show kindness to his orphans. 
Let his posterity be cut off— 
In the next generation let their name be blotted out, 
Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before Jehovah, 
And let not his mother's sin be blotted out. 
Le them always be before Jehovah, 
That He may cut off the memory of them from the earth. 

This is the most dreadful of the imprecatory Psalms. The 
eighth verse is quoted in the first chapter of the book of Acts (1:20) 
and applied to Judas Iscariot. Because the Septuagint translates 
"office" by "Episkope," therefore the word "bishoprik" is used in 
the authorized version. But to apply everything to Judas as 
if he were only in view, is incorrect. What our Lord said about 
Judas, after he had gone out into the night to betray Him, "it 
would have been better if that man had never been born," is true 
of all who turn away from Christ, who live on in sin, who love 
darkness more than light, who hate Him without a cause, whose 
hearts and minds refuse to acknowledge Him. Of all such it is 
true also, it would have been better if they had never seen the 
light of day. What prompted the Lord to make such a statement? 
Why such imprecations penned by the Holy Spirit in this Psalm? 
There can be only one answer. Behind the earthly curse looms 
up that which is eternal, the eternal curse, eternal separation 
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from God in an eternal night. Man by nature, whether Jew or 
Gentile, is lost, a child of wrath. God in infinite Love has a 
remedy for man. He sent His Son; He took the curse upon 
Himself. But if man rejects that remedy, refuses to take what 
God offers, there is no remedy. It would be from God's side a 
denial of His holy and righteous character if He saved such. 
Scripture is positive on this in the plainest terms. "He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God aMdeth on him" 
(John 3:36). These words of curse and condemnation in earthly 
things, as mentioned in this Psalm, are typical of eternal con¬ 
demnation and curse. Universalism, which masquerades under 
the name of "Reconciliationism"—and other names, as "second 
chance" or "larger hope," is swept aside and proved unscriptural 
by these words of condemnation, not written by David, as the 
critic says, in a barbaric age, but by the Spirit of God. So they 
are a solemn warning to all who despise and reject God's salvation 
in Him Who died as the Lamb of God on the Cross. Whether 
Jew or Gentile, whether cultured and educated or ignorant, they 
do what is recorded in the fourth verse—"for My love they are My 
adversaries." 

ffl. The Curse is Deserved. (Verses 16-20.) 

Because he remembered not to show kindness, 
But persecuted the afflicted and poor man, 
And the smitten in heart, to put him to death. 
Yea, he loved cursing; so let it be his portion; 
He had no delight in blessing—so let it be far from him. 
As with a garment so clothed he himself with cursing, 
So let it come to him inwardly like water, 
And like oil into his bones; 
Let it be unto him as his own covering garment 
And as a belt with which he always girdeth himself. 
Let this be the wages of Mine adversaries from Jehovah, 
And of them that speak evil against My soul. 

The punishment and the curse are well deserved. Here is 
surely a reference to Christ and to those who hated Him, who 
cried "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" And all who continue to 
reject Him, love cursing; this is the way they follow, refusing the 
blessings which are found hi Him, and therefore cursing will be 
their portion. As they do not delight in the blessings which are 
offered to the sinner in Christ, they will be far from them, not 
only hi time but in all eternity. They cover themselves with 
all this as a garment. The curse, therefore, is well deserved; it is 
the fruit of their own choice and their own deeds. 



THE ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH PSALM 409 

IV. The Poor and Needy One. (Verses 21-25.) 
But Thou Jehovah, deal with Me for Thy Name's sake; 
Because Thy loving-kindness is good, deliver Me! 
For I am poor and needy, 
And My heart is wounded within Me. 
As the shadow, when it lengtheneth, I am passing away; 
I have been driven away as the locust. 
My knees have become weak through fasting, 
And My flesh wasteth away from fatness. 
And I am become a reproach unto them; 
They that see Me shake their head. 

This shows Him, our Lord, in His suffering once more. He was 
the poor and needy One. His heart was wounded within Him. 
He was mocked and daunted: "They that see Me shake their 
head." But it also must be applied to the suffering saints who 
suffer for righteousness' sake. 

V. The Final Appeal. (Verses 26-31.) 
Help Me, Jehovah, My God; 
Save Me according to Thy loving-kindness. 
And let them know that this is Thy hand; 
Thou Jehovah, hast done it. 
Let them curse, but bless Thou! 
When they rise up, let them be ashamed, but let Thy Servant rejoice. 
Let Mine adversaries be clothed with shame, 
And cover themselves with their own shame as with a garment. 
I will give great thanks to Jehovah with My mouth, 
And in the midst of the multitude will I praise Him. 
For He standeth at the right hand of the needy, 
To save (Him) from those that judge His soul. 

Here is joyful anticipation of deliverance. Deliverance came 
to Him whom man despised, whom the nation abhorred (Isa. 49). 
They cursed Him, but God's blessing came in place of their curses. 
Deliverance and glory came to Him, the poor and needy One, in 
resurrection. "God raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory." "Thou, Jehovah, hast done it." 

And the next Psalm shows Him in glorious exaltation at the 
right hand of God; shows Him waiting till His enemies are made 
the footstool of His feet; shows Him as the victorious King whose 
adversaries will be judged and banished from His glorious presence. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH PSALM 

The Psalm of the rejected and suffering Christ is followed by 
the Psalm of the exalted Christ as Lord and King. The One 
Hundred and Tenth Psalm is a veritable gem of divine prophecy. 
It is so evidently a truly Messianic Psalm that only the wilfully 
blind can deny it. And such are the self-acclaimed scholars of 
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the destructive criticism of the Bible. These men must by hook 
or crook eliminate predictive prophecy from the Bible, for if they 
conceded that there is prophecy, their whole infidel system would 
suffer an ignominious defeat. That David three thousand years 
ago should have written this piece of poetry, as they call the 
Psalm, and predicted the coming exaltation of his offspring, the 
Son of David and Virgin-born Son of God, is to them an obnoxious 
belief and sheer impossibility. 

One of these critics spoke of this masterpiece of prophecy—as 
"a tribute which some one, perhaps a king, paid to another king, 
a kind of flattery, by which the unknown author tried to secure 
the favor of that king." But enough of this. 

The crowning evidence that the One Hundred and Tenth Psalm 
is a prophecy, and that the Lord Jesus Christ is the object of this 
prophecy, is our Lord Himself, He who is the infallible Son of God. 
In the Gospel of Matthew (chapter 22) the Pharisees and Sadu-
cees who tempted Hun received from Him a crushing answer. 
Then He asked them a question. "What think ye of Christ? 
whose Son is He?" When they answered, "David's Son," He 
said unto them "How then doth David in the Spirit call Him 
Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou on My right 
hand till I make Thine enemies Thy footstool?" Here are four 
great facts made known by our Lord. (1) The Psalm was written 
by David. (2) It was given to him by the Spirit of God, therefore 
is the inspired revelation of God. (3) It is a Psalm of prophecy 
concerning Himself. (4) Christ is both David's son and David's 
Lord, the God-man. Therefore, all who deny the inspiration, the 
Davidic authorship of this Psalm, and its Messianic prophecy, 
reject the testimony of our Lord, the Son of God. The answer of 
our Lord annihilates all the modernistic-infidel theories taught 
by these subtle enemies of the Cross of Christ. 

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost magnifies 
this Psalm and so does the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the 
Hebrew Epistle. We put over this Psalm the title "The King-
Priest and His Victory." There are three divisions. I. His 
Exaltation and His Future Manifestation. II. His People and 
His Priesthood. III . His Victory and His Judgments. 

I. His Exaltation and Future Manifestation. (Verses 1-2.) 

Jehovah said unto my Lord, 
Sit at My right hand 
Until I put Thine enemies 
As footstool of Thy feet. 
The Rod of Thy might, 
Jehovah shall send out of Zion; 
Rule in the midst of Thine enemies. 
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The Psalm contains two great utterances addressed by the 
Father to the Son. "Sit at My right hand" and "Thou art a priest 
forever." Both were spoken after the finished work of the Son of 
God, after His physical resurrection and after His ascension into 
heaven. The great truth of the exaltation of our Lord is blessedly 
woven into every doctrine of Christianity. On the day of Pente¬ 
cost the fact of Christ's exaltation was made known. He had 
taken His place at the right hand of God, far above all principalities 
and powers; then He fulfilled His promise and sent the Holy 
Spirit. And on His arrival on earth He testified at once that Christ 
is at the right hand of God. "This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we are all witnesses. Therefore, being by the right hand of 
God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, He hath poured forth this, which ye now see 
and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens, but he 
saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool!" (Acts 2:32-36). 
Again in the tenth chapter of Hebrews His exaltation, according 
to this Psalm, is quoted: "But this man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever sat down on the right hand of God, from 
henceforth waiting till His enemies be made His footstool." And 
so we can look up in faith and see "this Man," the Son of God in the 
form of man, the second Man, at the right hand of God. 

But He Himself also bears witness to the fact that He took this 
place the Father gave to Him. In two chapters in Revelation 
(chapters 2 and 3) He speaks from the glory. In the message to 
the church of the Laodiceans He speaks of "having set down with 
My Father in His Throne." And there He is still, appearing in 
His presence as our Priest and Advocate, saving His own by His 
Life in glory. There He will remain till God's purpose in this age, 
the gathering and the completion of the Church, is accomplished. 

The information that He will not remain at the Father's side 
permanently is also revealed. He is there until His enemies are 
made the footstool of His feet. This is the great event for which 
He is waiting. Again we must refer to the Hebrew Epistle. 
"Thou madest Him a little lower than the angels (by His Virgin 
birth); Thou crownedst Him with glory and honor, and didst 
set Him over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put all things 
in subjection under Him. But now we see not yet all things put 
under Him. But we see Jesus who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the sufferings of death, crowned with glory and 
honor, that He by the grace of God should taste death for every 
thing" (Heb. 2:7-9). 

But how will His enemies become the footstool of His feet? 
A common, yes, almost universal, but very unscriptural view is 
the one which claims that gradually the enemies of Christ are 
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subdued. Gradually the world is being converted, gradually 
everything is being changed, evils banished, life becomes more 
liveable, infidels disappear, righteousness increases, crime be¬ 
comes less and so the enemies of Christ are made His footstool. 
How any sane person can hold on to this illogical and unscriptural 
belief in these days, when every day gives the lie to the optimistic 
dreams of a dreaming Christendom, is hard to believe. The Word 
of God does not teach any such thing. 

Our Psalm does not say that the Church, or civilization, or 
legislation, the ballot box, or culture, or education, or anything 
else is to make the enemies of Christ His footstool. God speaks 
to His Son about this and He says to Him "until / put Thine 
enemies as footstool of Thy feet." Not man, but God is going 
to do it. God has a special time when He will do this, that time 
is stated in Hebrews 1:6. "And again, when He bringeth in the 
First Begotten into the world, He saith, And let all the angels of 
God worship Him." As God sent His Only Begotten from His 
bosom to come to earth in humiliation, so He is going to bring 
Him back as the First Begotten, the One who died and passed 
through the grave and out of the grave in resurrection glory. 
With His visible and glorious manifestation from heaven and return 
to this earth His enemies will be put down, and never, does Scrip¬ 
ture say, before that event. The Lord does not deal with His 
enemies in this age of grace. While the grace of God is manifested 
in this age and also has its triumphs, on the other hand the mystery 
of lawlessness develops and the enemies of Christ and the Cross 
of Christ increase throughout the world. It will finally culminate 
in Christendom as a final apostasy, in the political world as law¬ 
lessness with the manifestation of the man of sin, the son of per¬ 
dition. 

"The sceptre of Thy might, Jehovah, shall send out of Zion; 
rule in the midst of Thine enemies." How is it then if the world 
is converted before He comes, that He comes, according to this 
Psalm, to rule in the midst of His enemies? This is a hard nut 
to crack for Postmillennialists and the Amillennialists. He comes 
to take the governments to begin His rule. It will be established 
in Zion and proceed out of Zion, the only true Zion, not the 
Church, but the Zion of Israel. 

Well may we remember here Gabriel's words to the Virgin 
Mary—"The Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His 
father David, and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:32). It is 
just ludicrous to say "the throne of David is in heaven," and worse 
to explain "the house of Jacob" over which He reigns as the 
Church. 

Also consider again the message of the second Psalm. When 



THE ONE HUNDRED AND TENTH PSALM 418 

nations oppose Him and defy God and His laws, as they do today, 
then will God speak to them in His wrath and vex them in sore 
displeasure. In that Psalm we see Hun enthroned upon the holy 
hill of Zion as King. Then will He ask the Father and He will 
give Him, the First Begotten, the nations for His inheritance and 
the uttermost parts of the earth. Then follows His Kingly rule. 
"He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before Him and His enemies shall lick the dust" (Psa. 72:7-8). 
Balaam's prophecy will then be history—"A Sceptre shall rise 
out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and shall destroy 
all the sons of tumult" (Num. 24:7). 

II. His People and His Priesthood. (Verses 3-4.) 
Thy people shall be willing 
In the day of Thy power, in holy splendor 
From the womb of the morning 
Shall come to Thee the dew of Thy youth. 
Jehovah has sworn and will not repent, 
Thou art a priest forever 
After the order of Melchisedek. 

Here we find prophetically revealed His people and His Priest¬ 
hood. The people spoken of as "Thy People" are not His 
heavenly people, the Church. They are His earthly people, the 
believing remnant of Israel. True it is the Church should be His 
willing people, but we are willing in the day of His rejection, to 
go with Him outside of the camp to bear His reproach. Once 
Israel was not willing. But when He returns He will find them 
willing. The remnant of Israel will welcome Him in that day and 
say "Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." Then 
Israel will yield her all to the King. 

The "womb of the morning" means the dawning of that blessed 
day. The nation Israel will then be born again, become God's 
firstborn among the other nations and appear "in holy splendor." 
And so "they are the dew of His youth." This is a beautiful ex¬ 
pression. As the dew glitters on a beautiful morning when the 
sun rises in his splendor so His redeemed people will reflect 
His glory. In each dewdrop there is a little sunbeam, and so 
His willing people will reflect Himself. They are called "the 
dew of His youth" because they too are the travail of His soul, 
when so to speak, "in His youth" He poured out His soul and died 
for that nation. 

And here is God's other word to His Son. "Thou art a priest 
forever after the order of Melchisedek." This we find frequently 
in Hebrews. According to the fifth chapter in that Epistle God 
welcomed Him back to heaven with this sentence. And now He is 
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a priest like Melchisedek, having a perfect and perpetual priest¬ 
hood, uniting Priesthood and Kingship in His person. 

But here we must remember that while He is a Priest like 
Melchisedek now, the full display of that Priesthood is not yet, 
but will surely come in the day of His manifestation and glorious 
power. At the close of the night visions of Zechariah, which 
cover events to happen at the close of our age, the crowning of 
the high priest takes place in a symbolical action (Zech 6). There 
" His Throne" is mentioned and He will be a priest upon it, not the 
Father's throne, but His own throne. It is evident He must first 
receive His own throne before He can manifest the full glory of 
His Melchisedek priesthood. Another lesson concerning Mel¬ 
chisedek we find in the life of Abraham, the friend of God. It 
was after the victorious battle when Melchisedek, king of right¬ 
eousness and king of peace, appeared to bless Abraham and reveal 
to him the name of Jehovah as the Most High God. And so after 
the final conflict, in which the seed of Abraham will be vitally 
concerned, the true Melchisedek appears to bless His people and 
to show forth His glorious power. 

III. His Victory and His Judgments. (Verses 5-7.) 
The Lord at Thy right hand, 
Smites through kings in the day of His anger, 
He shall judge among nations. 
He shall fill—with dead bodies, 
He shall wound the head over many countries. 
He shall drink of the brook in the way, 
Therefore shall He lift up the head. 

Here we have the judgment work of the coming King. God is 
addressed in the fifth verse. Kings will be smitten by Him. 
This must refer to that smiting stone in Nebuchadnezzar's pro¬ 
phetic dream, which falling from heaven, demolishes the entire 
man image, symbolical of Gentile world rule. He comes to judge 
among nations and will judge them in righteousness. The result 
of these judgments is the dead bodies of the slain; filling what? 
It is written at the close of the Book of Isaiah "And they shall go 
forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have trans¬ 
gressed against Me; for their worm shall not die, neither shall their 
fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh" 
(Isa. 66:24). In all probability this place outside of Jerusalem 
where the slain enemies are seen is meant in verse six. See also 
Revelation 19:17, 18 and Ezekiel 39. The head which is specially 
mentioned is undoubtedly the leader of Gog and Magog (Ezek. 
38-39). 

But what does the last verse mean? "He shall drink of the 
brook in the way, therefore shall He lift up the head." It has 
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been interpreted in different ways. The passage places before us 
once more the humiliation and exaltation of our Lord. The 
humiliation is that He drank of the brook in the way. We are 
reminded of the three hundred warriors of Gideon, who went 
down on their knees and lapped water like dogs and who were 
later used and exalted through victory. But He went deeper than 
that. He drank of the deep waters of suffering and death. And 
therefore God has highly exalted Him. What a wonderful 
Psalm it is! The exaltation of Christ to the right hand of God! 
His future triumph as King-Priest; with Him then His earthly 
people in holy splendor and His complete triumph over all His 
enemies. It should fill our hearts also with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, for what concerns Him concerns us, who are members 
of His body, who are one with Him. When He comes to claim 
His inheritance we shall come with Hun; He shall bring us with 
Him in holy splendor also, greater than Israel's earthly glory, and 
He will be admired in that day as well as glorified in all them that 
believed. As He drank of the brook in the way, so can we also 
drink in some measure. And as we suffer with Him we shall also 
be glorified with Him. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND ELEVENTH PSALM 

Let us notice first of all that the great prophecy, of the One 
Hundred and Tenth Psalm, predicting our Lord's ascension, His 
enthronement at the right hand of God, His return and glorious 
victories, is followed by three Hallelujah Psalms. The third 
Hallelujah Psalm (113th) begins and ends with a Hallelujah. 
These three Hallelujah Psalms teach us that when our Lord returns 
and triumphs over His enemies, the Hallelujah times begin for 
heaven and earth. The theory that gradually the age is becoming 
better, gradually nations turn to the Lord to join in singing 
His praises, till all the world rejoices in Him and welcomes Him 
for a universal judgment, is totally unscriptural. The teachings 
and predictions of the Word of God are fully confirmed by the 
world conditions of today. Bible students know that the other 
Hallelujahs of the Bible are found in the last book of the Word of 
God, the Revelation of Jesus Christ. And there too we find them 
in connection with His return. 

Two of these Hallelujah Psalms, the One Hundred and Eleventh 
and Twelfth, are perfect alphabetical Psalms, that is the twenty-
two letters of the Hebrew language are found at the head of the 
different stanzas; the last one has no such structure. 

In the One Hundred and Eleventh Psalm we find the praise of 
Jehovah on account of His works; in the One Hundred and 
Twelfth His praise for earthly blessings that those who trust Hun 
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receive; and in the last of this series His own Glory which fills 
heaven and earth. 

As no division of the Psalm before us needs to be made we 
quote the entire Psalm with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

(Aleph) Hallelujah*. 
I will give thanks to Jehovah with the whole heart, 
(Beth) In the assembly of the upright and the congregation. 
(Oimel) The works of Jehovah are great; 
(Daleth) Sought out by all that find pleasure therein. 
( He) His work is honor and glory; 
( Van) And His righteousness lasteth for ever. 
(Zain) He hath made His wonderful works to be remembered; 
(Cheth) Jehovah is gracious and full of compassion. 
(Teth) He hath given the prey (or booty) to them that fear Him. 
(Jod) His covenant He remembereth for ever. 
(Caph) His mighty works hath He showed to His people; 
(Lamed) By giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
(Mem) The works of His hands are truth and judgment; 
( Nun) Faithful are all His statutes; 
(Samech) They are upheld for ever and ever, 
(Ayin) They are done in truth and uprightness 
(Pe) He hath sent redemption to His people; 
(Tzadde) He hath commanded His covenant for ever; 
(Koph) Holy and awful is His Name. 
(Reth) The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom. 
(Schin) A good understanding have all they that do them. 
( Tau) His praise endureth for ever. 

How true it is "the works of Jehovah are great." They are 
great in His creation, in which He displays His omnipotence and 
His eternal wisdom. The creature of the dust tries to find out the 
secrets of God's creation. The little eye of man by aid of the 
telescope sweeps the sky and discovers marvels in this almost 
unlimited universe. He uses his eyes again by employing the 
microscope, new worlds, in an almost unlimited microcosm, come 
to light. Strange it is that with such evidences of a supernatural 
intelligence revealed in all creation that so many scientists are 
Atheists. It proves the truth of the Bible that man by nature has 
a darkened mind and does not know God. But when the day 
arrives when our great Creator-Redeemer is revealed, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the greatness as well as the unsolved mysteries of 
His works in creation will be uncovered. 

Then there is His work in redemption in which He reveals His 
righteousness, His honor and His glory. His redeemed people 
sing of it today, "gracious and merciful is Jehovah," but when 
that day comes in which redemption will be consummated, when 
all things will be put under His feet, then His glorious works in 
redemption will produce the Hallelujahs of redeemed nations and 
creation itself. 
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The fifth and sixth verses apply to Israel redeemed. 

He hath given the prey to them that fear Him. 
His covenant He remembereth for ever. 
His mighty works hath He showed to His people; 
By giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

This applies to the faithful remnant of Israel, that part of the 
nation which feared Him and did not side with the false Messiah, 
the beast out of the land, that imitator of Christ, having two 
horns like a lamb but speaking as the dragon (Rev. 13). That 
God-fearing remnant, sealed after the true Church leaves its 
earthly scene, and not the atheistic portion of Israel, will inherit 
the promises. He comes as Israel's King; He conquers and the 
godly, saved and born again remnant shares in the prey. They 
receive the inheritance of the nations. 

"Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart 
shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come 
unto thee" (Isa. 60:5). "For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will 
extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a 
flowing stream; then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upoa her 
sides, and be dandled upon her knees. As one whom his mother 
comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem" (Isa. 66:12, 13). It is folly to apply these and many 
other prophecies to the Church and rob Israel of her covenant 
promises. The redeemed remnant with the coming of the King 
will join in the Hallelujah. 

His praise will then be heard from sea to sea, to the utter¬ 
most parts of the earth. Now He and His works are rejected by 
man. Instead of blessings we hear the curses. But in that day 
the eternal, never ending praise begins. His praise continueth 
for ever. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH PSALM 

This is another perfect alphabetical Psalm; like the preceding 
Psalm each of the twenty-two stanzas begins with a letter of the 
Hebrew Alphabet, beginning with "Aleph" (A) and ending with 
"Tau" (T). The Psalm contains the praise and worship of those 
who fear Jehovah, those who walk in submission to His will, and 
are obedient in all things. But we must remind ourselves that 
the blessings are earthly blessings; they are the blessings promised 
to the believing Jews. Christian blessings are not earthly alone, 
they are heavenly, for we are "blessed with every spiritual blessing 
in heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). The Psalm takes us, 
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at least in part, to the earthly blessings and prosperity which the 
godly saved remnant will enjoy in the coming earthly kingdom. 

We do not repeat the Hebrew alphabet as in the previous Psalm. 
Hallelujah! 
Blessed is the man that feareth Jehovah, 
That delighteth greatly in His commandments. 
His seed shall be mighty in the earth; 
The generation of the upright shall be blessed. 

(Verses 1, 2.) 
Whether the believing Jew or the believing Gentile, it is true 

of both "Blessed is the man that feareth Jehovah, that delighteth 
greatly in His commandments." The fear of Jehovah is the 
godly fear which characterizes true faith; it is not the fear of a 
slave, who fears a harsh master, but the fear of a child, who knows 
that "like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him." And godly fear is expressed by obedience. 
Some Christians think that speaking of the obedience of one who is 
under grace reveals a legal spirit. Far from that! Obedience to 
the Lord is the evidence of Grace. "If ye keep my command¬ 
ments, ye shall abide in My love; even as I have kept My Father's 
commandments, and abide in His love . . . Ye are My friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you" (John 15:10, 14). 

Wealth and riches are in his house, 
And his righteousness remaineth for ever. 
There ariseth a light in the darkness for the upright; 
He is gracious, of tender compassion, and righteous. 

(Verses 3, 4.) 
Wealth and riches are for His earthly people the signs of divine 

blessing, favor and approval. They are frequently mentioned in 
Proverbs. "Length of days is in her (wisdom's) right hand; and 
in her left riches and honor" (Prov. 3:16). "Riches and honor 
are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness" (Prov. 8:18). 
The New Testament believer has no such promises as earthly 
riches and material wealth. It is true that "godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8). But those who are sons of God, 
heirs of God, joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ, do not look to 
material things, realizing that their wealth and riches are not 
measured by millions and billions of earthly possessions, but the 
wealth and the riches of the child of God are the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, to be revealed in that day when He receives His 
inheritance. Therefore, a Christian believer does not aim at, or 
expect wealth and riches, material prosperity. Yet most of us 
do not read enough what is written for our instruction and comfort. 
"But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 
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nothing into this world and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But 
they that will be rich (and how many Christians have this 
ambition) fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men (those of the world) in destruc¬ 
tion and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil; 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. 6:6-10). 
"Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. 6:17). 

Happy is the man who is gracious and lendeth; 
He shall maintain his cause by judgment. 
For he shall not be moved for ever; 
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. 

(Verses 5-6.) 

All blessed statements which are applicable to all the righteous. 
While the wicked and their memories perish, the righteous will be 
in everlasting remembrance; not by man only but by God Himself. 

He shall not be afraid of an evil report, 
His heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah. 
His heart is sustained, he shall not fear, 
Until he see his desire upon his adversaries. 
He has dispersed, he has given to the poor, 
His righteousness standeth fast for ever. 
His horn shall be exalted with glory. 
The wicked shall see it and be confounded; 
He shall gnash his teeth and vanish away; 
The desire of the wicked shall perish. 

(Verses 7-10.) 

Why no fear of an evil report and everything else? Because 
the man who fears Jehovah is the man of faith, realizing that all 
is in His hands. Whether applied to the future Jewish remnant, 
or to the true believer in our age, it is a most blessed thing when 
the "heart is fixed, trusting in Jehovah." How we need such 
"heart fixing" in these days when men's hearts are failing them 
for fear. As we look to Hun with a heart fixed on Him and on the 
coming glory we shall be sustained. We can have it in our hearts 
and upon our lips constantly, "I will fear no evil, for Thou art 
with me." The day is coming when the horn of the righteous will 
be exalted with glory. When that day comes wickedness will end, 
be defeated, vanish away and perish forever. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTEENTH PSALM 

Hallelujah stands in the beginning and at the close of this brief 
Psalm of only nine verses. It is a noble, a precious, a delightful 
Psalm of praise and worship, the celebration of the glory and 
majesty of His Name. And can such praise ever be exhausted! 
Like Himself, Creation's Lord and Creation's Redeemer, it is 
endless, it is everlasting. We have to remember first of all the 
liturgical use of this Psalm and those which follow, in the syna¬ 
gogue. With this Psalm begins what Jews term "the Hallel" 
(Praise) sung by them in their three great feasts. At the Feast 
of Passover it is divided into two parts, the first of which, consisting 
of Psalms 113 and 114, was sung before the meal, and the second 
consisting of Psalms 115-118, after the Passover meal. It is, 
written in Matthew 26:30, "And when they had sung a hymn 
they went out into the Mount of Olives." That hymn consisted of 
Psalms 115-118. And so we are on hallowed ground. Probably 
our adorable Lord and His disciples, conforming to Jewish usage, 
also before the Passover meal recited the 113th and 114th Psalms, 
though this is not recorded in the Gospels. 

The Psalm is best divided into three sections. (1) The Ex¬ 
hortation to Praise Jehovah. (2) The Description of His Great¬ 
ness. (3) His Marvelous Condescension. 

I. The Exhortation to Praise Jehovah. (Verses 1-3.) 
Hallelujah! 
Praise, O ye servants of Jehovah, 
Praise the name of Jehovah. 
Blessed be the name of Jehovah, 
From this time forth and for ever. 
From the rising of the sun. to the going down of it, 
Let the name of Jehovah be praised. 

Such praise is altogether future. I t is not now on the earth. 
Remember, beloved reader, that Jehovah is God the Son, or 
Lord Jesus Christ. And how He is hated and rejected by men 
today! Nor is the climax now here. The world is still waiting 
for the final scene of the age which began with His rejection. 
False teachers are all about us in denominational leadership "who 
deny the master that bought them" (2 Peter 2:1). Thousands in 
Christendom betray our Jehovah-Christ with the Judas kiss. 
They speak well of His character, of His leadership, of His teach¬ 
ing, of his philosophy (as if there were such a thing), but when it 
comes to the Cross, the core doctrine of Christianity, they reveal 
themselves as "the enemies of the Cross of Christ." 

So, apart from the true Church, which always worships Christ 
as God, there is no praise of our Jehovah-Christ in the earth. 
Think of the blasphemous audacity of the high-priest of modern-
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ism in New York City in warning against "the danger of worshiping 
Jesus." 

But note the statement "Blessed be the Name of Jehovah, from 
this time forth and for ever." What is "this time"? What is the 
time when our Lord will receive the praise from the rising sun to 
the setting sun? It will be the day of His glorious return, of His 
visible appearing. 

II. The Description of His Greatness. (Verses 4-6.) 
Jehovah is high above all nations, 
His glory is above the heavens. 
Who is like Jehovah our God, 
Who is enthroned on high? 
Who stoopeth down to see 
What is in the heavens and on earth? 

Jehovah is high above all nations. "Behold, the nations are as 
a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance; 
behold, He taketh up the isles as a very little thing . . . All 
nations are before Him as nothing, and they are counted to Him 
less than nothing and vanity" (Isa. 40:15, 17). "It is He that 
sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 
are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens, and spreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in" (Isa. 40:22). But who can explain 
that glory of His which is above the heavens! And yet though He 
is so high and so exalted nothing escapes His all-searching eyes. 
He stoops down and knows and sees what is going on in the 
heavens and on the earth. But there is something still greater. 

III. His Marvelous Condescension. (Verses 7-9.) 
He raiseth the miserable from the dust; 
And He lifteth the poor from the dunghill, 
That He may set him with princes— 
Even with the princes of His people. 
He maketh the barren to keep house, 
As a joyful mother of sons. 
Hallelujah! 

And may we, sinners of the Gentiles, saved by Him who was 
rich and who became poor for our sakes, that we might, through 
His poverty, be rich, join in this Hallelujah. 

Not only in the Orient but often in poverty stricken sections of 
the Balkans one can see the beggars, homeless and destitute, 
sitting upon a heap of refuse in some village, appealing in pitiful 
tones for help and relief. Hannah's inspired outburst of praise 
contains the same words. It is the Old Testament anticipation 
of the fulness of the Gospel so gloriously revealed in the second 
chapter of the Ephesian Epistle. There we see ourselves upon the 
dunghill of sin and shame, and lifted through God "who is rich 
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in mercy for the great love wherewith He has loved us" till we 
occupy in Him the place of princes. And Israel is seen in that day 
as a joyful mother of sons. Hallelujah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH PSALM 

After the three "Hallelujah Psalms" we find Psalms which 
reveal God's ways with His people Israel. First in His dealings 
with them in the beginning of their national history (Psa. 114) 
followed by a Psalm of contrast between Israel's God and the 
idols of the nations, with blessed exhortations to Israel to trust in 
Jehovah and the promises of blessing (Psa. 115). The Third 
Psalm of this series (Psa.1 116) shows Israel saved and delivered 
pouring out praise and worship unto Jehovah. Both the 115th 
and 116th Psalms end with a Hallelujah. 

I. His Mighty Deeds in Their Deliverance. (Verses 1-4.) 
When Israel went forth out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange language— 
Judah became His sanctuary, 
Israel His dominion. 
The sea saw and fled, 
Jordan was turned backwards; 
The mountains skipped like rams, 
The hills like lambs. 

The seed of Abraham had dwelt as a stranger in a strange land. 
There they suffered, a prophetic picture of future sufferings 
among the Gentiles. Antisemitism was born in Egypt. All their 
sufferings, hardships and persecutions ended when God remem¬ 
bered His covenant and "looked upon the children of Israel, and 
had respect unto them" (Exod. 2:24, 25). And so they went 
forth out of Egypt, not in their own strength but delivered by 
His power. They became His people; Israel's national birthday 
dates from the memorable night when the blood of the passover 
lamb sheltered them in the Egypt's night of sorrow and death. 
As His blood-redeemed people they became His sanctuary and 
Israel His dominion. This was not done on account of their 
merit, but was the act of the sovereign God, who had chosen them. 
And may be remember this sanctification of the nation took place 
before the law covenant was established. "Ye shall be unto Me a 
kingdom of priests, a holy nation" (Exod. 19:6). So grace called 
them, and when finally Israel's calling is fully realized in their 
national re-birth it will be through grace. 

And how tersely His mighty deeds are stated by the Spirit of 
God. The beginning and the end of the wilderness journey are 
mentioned. First "the sea saw and fled," that is the Red Sea. 
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Forty years later "Jordan was turned back," its muddy waters 
were halted to permit Israel's entrance into the promised land. 
Both the Red Sea and Jordan typify prophetically two aspects of 
the death of Christ and redemption by power. In both cases the 
waters were held back, thus forming two walls of water, and into 
that "grave" the blood redeemed people had to go and pass out 
of it, the type of His death and resurrection. The Red Sea 
separated them from Egypt and their enemies; the passage 
through Jordan separated them from the wilderness and brought 
them into the promised land. All this finds its blessed application 
in the Gospel and its twofold redemption, by blood and by power. 
The skipping mountains and hills, awe inspiring, reminds of Sinai 
with its outward manifestations of the glory of God. 

II. The Presence of the God of Jacob. (Verses 5-8.) 

What ailed thee, O them sea, that thou fleddest? 
Thou Jordan, that thou wast turned back? 
Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams? 
Ye hills, like lambs? 
O thou earth, tremble, at the presence of the Lord— 
At the presence of the God of Jacob; 
Who changed the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint stone into a fountain of waters. 

This is a poetic description of these happenings in which the 
Lord revealed Himself as the God of Creation with omnipotent 
power, and the God of grace in redemption. The sea is His, He 
made it. And He who created all things controls all, has power 
over all, and this power He displays in behalf of His people. The 
sea fled and Jordan was turned back at His command, and the 
earth must tremble at the presence of Jehovah. The rock 
changed into a pool of water, and the flint stone into a fountain 
of waters refers to Exodus 17:6, the smitten rock, the type of the 
rock of ages smitten for us and the waters of life pouring forth for 
all, the manifestation of God as the God of grace. 

All this also directs our attention to the future. When He acts 
again in behalf of Israel, when the great covenant promises of 
their spiritual salvation and national restoration are fulfilled, He 
will manifest Himself as the God of power and the earth will 
tremble at His presence, mountains and hills will be shaken in 
the presence of the God of Jacob. Then too, waters will pour 
forth in abundance. "For in the wilderness shall waters break 
out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water" (Isa. 35:6, 7). 
And Israel redeemed will sing her hymn of praise, and with joy 
shall draw waters out of the wells of salvation. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH PSALM 

The writer of this Psalm is not mentioned. Some claim that 
it is a post-exilic Psalm, composed after the remnant's return 
from the Babylonian exile. Those who think it was used in the 
liturgical service of the second temple have divided the Psalm 
as follows: Verses 1-8 chanted by the congregation; verses 9-11 
sung by the Levites; verses 12-15 by the priest; and verses 16-18 
the response by the congregation. 

It is obvious that the Psalm consists of a contrast between 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, and the idol-gods which man has 
made. There is a plea to assert Himself, and exhortation to trust 
in Jehovah, who is the help and shield of His people. The final 
verses make known the blessedness of His trusting Israel, which 
is more fully revealed in the Psalm which follows: 

I. The Prayer—Plea to Jehovah. (Verses 1-3.) 
Not unto us, Jehovah, not unto us, 
But unto Thy Name give glory, 
Because of Thy loving-kindness and for 

the sake of Thy truth. 
Why should the nations say, 
Where is now their God? 
But our God is in heaven; 
He hath done whatsoever He pleased. 

The taunt of the heathen nations challenged the God of Israel. 
When calamity and affliction came upon Israel they mockingly 
sneered "Where is their God?" These sneers -are mentioned 
several times "in the Psalms (42:3, 10; 79:10). In Joel 2:17 it 
refers to the taunts yet to come when the Northern army presses 
down on Jerusalem, and when the coming of the Lord will answer 
the sneer, "Where is their God?" We must also remember 
Isaiah 36, when the blaspheming Rabshakeh defied the God of 
Israel. "Not unto us—Jehovah, not unto us" reveals that the 
godly in Israel realize their own unworthiness; the glory of His 
name is involved. His loving-kindness and His truth demand an 
answer. Here is a lesson for our own days. This dying age is a 
sneering age, atheism with its sneers is increasing; defiance of 
God is seen on all hands. Where is your God? Why does He 
not act? Why does He not manifest His power? God's glory, 
the glory of His name, His promised loving-kindness and His 
truth—all is at stake. But the day is coming when He will arise 
for His own glory and silence His and His people's enemies. 

And how is the taunting question answered in this Psalm? 
."But our God is in heaven; He hath done whatsoever He pleased." 

' The heaven here is that heaven above the created heavens. There 
Israel's and our God thrones in glory unseen and from there He 
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rules all things. And He is a sovereign God. And in spite of all 
opposition and defiance, He accomplishes His eternal purposes 
and carries out His counsel, as He spoke through Isaiah, "My 
counsel shall stand and I will do all my pleasure" (Isa. 46:10).^ 

II. The Contrast with Idols. (Verses 4-8.) 

Their idols are silver and gold, 
The work of men's hands. 
They have a mouth and speak not; 
Eyes have they and see not; 
Ears have they and hear not; 
A nose have they and smell not; 
Hands have they and they handle not; 
Feet have they, and they walk not; 
Neither make they a sound with their throat. 
Like unto them are they that make them 
And everyone that trusteth in them. 

We have the same description in Psalm 135:15-18 and an even 
more sarcastic picture in Isaiah 44:9-20. Idolatry and what goes 
with it is the deepest degradation of the human race; it is the 
result of having turned away from God. Idolatry was unknown ' 
in the beginning of human history. All outstanding, scholarly 
anthropologists (science of man) are agreed that the human race 
in the beginning was monotheistic, worshipping the unseen God, 
the creator of the heavens and the earth. The process of religious 
evolution is fully described by the inspired pen of Paul in the first 
chapter of Romans (verses 19-23). The foolish, sinful heart of 
man, turning away from the knowledge of God first and then mak¬ 
ing their own gods, is responsible for idolatry, and having left the 
knowledge of God, they rushed into deepening darkness and 
corresponding moral corruption, till man is dragged down below 
the beast. And what a contrast? Man manufactures his gods, 
the true God is the self-existing One. Idols are dumb, they 
cannot speak, our God speaks and He hears and sees, while idols 
of silver, gold, wood or stone can neither see nor hear. 

And Israel, the favored nation, the nation to whom God revealed 
Himself in His majesty and glory, when they turned from God 
also did what the heathen did, they turned to idols. It was their 
great national sin, on account of which judgment came upon 
them. Moses as the prophet spoke long before this happened 
that they would become idolaters. Speaking of their future 
dispersion Moses wrote: "And there ye shall serve other gods, 
the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor 
hear, nor eat, nor smell" (Deut. 4:28). After their captivity this 
evil spirit went out from them. Of this our Lord spoke in Matthew 
12:43-45. Some day the spirit of idolatry will possess them again 
and the very temple they will yet erect in Jerusalem will be the 
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scene of the worst idolatry, when Satan's man will sit in that 
future temple and will demand worship for himself (2 Thess 2:1-10). 

And when Gentiles turn away from the knowledge of God, 
reject His Word, His Christ and the light which shines in this 
darkness of the world, they too turn to idols—ideals, they call 
them—and while they do not make figures of silver and gold, 
wood or stone, before which they fall down (though this is done in 
the Romish night), they make themselves gods to suit themselves 
and the result is moral declension and lawlessness. 

m . O Israel, Trust in Jehovah! (Verses 9-11.) 
O Israel, trust in Jehovah! 
He is their help and their shield. 
0 House of Aaron, trust ye in Jehovah! 
He is their help and their shield. 
Ye that fear Jehovah, trust in Jehovah! 
He is their help and their shield. 

Three classes are exhorted to trust in Jehovah to find out tha 
He is their help and their shield. Israel, the nation as the peopL 
of God, in covenant relation with Jehovah. Aaron of Levi singled 
out to minister to His people, through sacrifice, that which assures 
His help, His gracious protection. And "those that fear the 
Lord," are not, as some have imagined, proselytes of the Gentiles, 
but they are Israel likewise. As the people chosen by Jehovah, 
they are the objects of His grace; the priestly ministry through 
Aaron points to sacrifice, which secures that grace, and "fearing 
Jehovah" is the work of God's Spirit in His people. And what 
help there is'in Hun! Help from sin and its curse. And what a 
shield He is! Shielding from judgment, from condemnation and 
all other evil. 

IV. The Assurance of Blessing. (Verses 12-18.) 
Jehovah (who) hath been mindful of us will bless, 
He will bless the house of Israel, 
He will bless the house of Aaron. 
He will bless them that fear Jehovah, 
Both small and great. 
Jehovah will increase you still, 
You and your children! 
Ye are the blessed of Jehovah, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
The heavens are Jehovah's heavens; 
But the earth He hath given to the children of men. 
The dead cannot praise Jah, 
Neither all they that go down in silence; 
But we will praise Jah 
From this time and for ever. Hallelujah! 

What a blessed assurance to know that "Jehovah is mindful 
of us." Israel's history declares this and as He is the Lord who 
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never changeth, they know also that He will remember them and 
bless them in the future. He will keep His covenant promises 
and will increase them still. 

Greater yet is that knowledge which comes to us through His 
great love wherewith He has loved us. God is mindful of us, God 
is for us, because "He spared not His own Son but delivered Him 
up for us all." With Him was given us freely all things. But 
this is not in view here in this Psalm. Israel inherits the earth in 
that coming day when they turn to Jehovah and trust in Him. 
The heavens are Jehovah's. And we can add that these heavens 
have been opened for that wonderful body, the Church, which is 
His body, through Him who is the forerunner and who has 
promised to come again and to "receive us unto Himself," so that 
where He is His redeemed ones will be with Him—in the Father's 
house above. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEENTH PSALM 

Next to the Twenty-third Psalm, the One Hundred and Six¬ 
teenth is most beloved by God's people. Here the believer's indi¬ 
vidual experience is beautifully told. It is a glorious assurance, 
"He saved me," as recorded in this Psalm, and therefore the out¬ 
pouring of the heart in praise and worship. But if we give to 
this Psalm only the individual application we miss the great 
prophetic meaning, as most readers of the Psalms do. We have 
seen once more how these Hallel Psalms are linked one to the 
other to give us prophetically Israel's story of future deliverance 
and glory. The One Hundred and Sixteenth Psalm shows that 
deliverance and its gracious results for the God-fearing remnant 
of Israel. The very brief Psalm which follows, the One Hundred 
and Seventeenth, reveals how all the earth will join in Israel's 
Hallelujah, after their covenant promises are so mercifully 
accomplished. 

I. The Distress and the Deliverance. (Verses 1-6.) 
I love-ybecause Jehovah hath heard 
My voice and my supplications. 
Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, 
Therefore all my days will I call upon Him. 
The toils of death compassed me; 
And Sheol's distress surrounded me; 
Distress and sorrow did I find. 
Then I called on the Name of Jehovah: 
0 Jehovah, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is Jehovah and righteous; 
Yea, our God is merciful. 
Jehovah keepeth the simple; 
1 was in the depths and He saved me. 
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"I love"—no need of telling the object of the believer's love. 
It reminds us of 1 John 4:19, where the word "Him" should be 
omitted. "We love—because He first loved us." The heart is 
filled with Himself and therefore filled with love "shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who is given unto us." He 
heard when in distress of soul we called upon Him, and therefore 
the soul's determination to continue in trusting in Hun, expressed 
by calling upon Hun. The third verse brings before us Israel's 
great distress. Death stared them in the face. As we saw so 
often before in the Psalms, their enemies surrounded them, ready 
to make a complete end of them. Such has been their past 
experience. One final great, but short, period of distress is in 
store for them, the great tribulation. How near it is can be 
learned by the gathering of the dark clouds of world-wide anti-
semitism. Soon it will pass into history and the seed of Abraham 
will be plunged into deepest distress—death and Sheol ready to 
engulf them all. And out of these depths of distress and sorrow 
they cried to Jehovah, pled for deliverance and for God's inter¬ 
vention; they called for the display of His judgments upon their 
enemies, they prayed their imprecatory prayers, prophetically 
pre-written in so many Psalms. Then came their final cry and 
the answer followed speedily. From other Psalms we have 
learned that the manifestation of Jehovah in person brought 
them deliverance. They found that Jehovah is gracious and 
righteous—gracious in their deliverance and righteous in dealing 
with their blaspheming enemies. They were in the depths of 
sorrow and affliction. "He saved me" will be Israel's never-
ending confessional praise. How all this can be applied to our 
own individual experience needs no further comment. He saved 
me! oh blessed assurance. And in our personal salvation He 
reveals His grace and His righteousness. 

II. The Soul's Return to the True Rest. (Verses 7-11.) 

Return, my soul, unto thy rest; 
For Jehovah has dealt bountifully with thee. 
For Thou hast delivered my soul from death, 
Mine eyes from tears; 
My feet from stumbling. 
I will walk before Jehovah, 
In the land of the living. 
I believe now, for I speak; 
As for me I was in deep distress; 
I said in my confusion— 
All men are liars. 

It is- only in knowing "He saved me" that the soul can enjoy 
true rest and true peace. Then we find out how bountifully He 
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has dealt with us, how fully God has provided every spiritual need 
in Him "whom He delivered up for us all" and "with whom He 
gives us freely all things." Then resting in Him we know His 
gracious deliverances. The soul from death; the eyes from tears, 
which, though we still shed them, He graciously promises to wipe 
them away; and our feet from stumbling (Jude 24). 

But all this has a special meaning in connection with Israel's 
coming salvation. Israel had left her true resting place. Jeremiah 
and other prophets exhorted them to seek the old paths, to return 
to the resting place (Jer. 61:6). But they would not. But now 
after their death and life experience, after their salvation, they 
return to Him who alone can give rest, and is the rest and peace of 
His redeemed people. Their weeping ends. And is there any 
nation which has wept as the nation Israel? All is ended for 
them when He returns to be their glorious King. And so they 
will walk before Jehovah, not in a heavenly land, but in the land 
of the living. And now while they believe and trust they speak. 
(See 2 Cor. 4:13.) So faith looks only to Hun, speaks of Him, 
trusts in Him, knowing that all in ourselves is deceitful, and 
looking to others proves, "all men are liars," and untrustworthy 
(Rom. 3:4). 

III. What Shall I Render unto Jehovah? (Verses 12-15.) 
What shall I render unto Jehovah, 
For all His benefits toward me? 
I will take the cup of salvation, 
And call on the Name of Jehovah. 
To Jehovah will I perform my vows, 
Yea, in the presence of all His people. 
Precious in the sight of Jehovah 
Is the death of His holy ones. 

This is the soul's cry which has received salvation and rest in 
the Lord—"what shall I render unto Jehovah for all His benefits 
toward me?" Wherever this deep desire is unknown, the reality 
of this salvation must be lacking. How can a true believer, if he 
knows and enjoys that great salvation, ever be thankless! The 
more we enter into the blessedness of our salvation and all that 
goes with it, the more we shall praise and exalt Him. To take 
the cup of salvation which grace has provided and which grace 
offers, to enjoy it ourselves, to call on His Name, to let this 
salvation be the constant portion in our lives, to live in the power 
of that salvation, and to pass the same cup, filled with His grace 
and loving-kindness to others—this is well-pleasing in His sight. 
All this Israel in the day of salvation will do. And the vows 
Israel made and never kept, because their hearts were uncircum-
cised, will now be kept. They acknowledge Him as their salvation. 
Their self-righteousness is gone. With joy they draw waters out of 
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the wells of salvation. The fifteenth verse, "Precious in the sight 
of Jehovah is the death of His holy ones" has been variously 
interpreted. Some have tried to change the "of" into "for"—and 
then applied it to His death on the cross. The Hebrew does not 
permit such a translation, nor does the meaning of this Psalm 
permit it. The consecrated ones, or pious ones, are those Israelites 
who during the great tribulation die as martyrs, die on account 
of their testimony to the coming King, die on account of their 
loyalty in not receiving the mark of the beast. According to 
Revelation (chap. 20) they will be sharers in the first resurrection 
and also reign with Christ for a thousand years. The preciousness 
of their death in His sight is here declared by the Spirit of God. 

IV. The Great Service and Worship of a Redeemed People. 
(Verses 16-19.) 

Yea, Jehovah, I am Thy servant; 
I am Thy servant, the son of Thine handmaid; 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 
I will sacrifice to Thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call on the Name of Jehovah. 
I will perform my vows to Jehovah, 
Yea, in the presence of all His people; 
In the courts of Jehovah's House, 
In the midst of Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah! 

"Thou hast loosed my bonds." This is our happy lot in deliver¬ 
ance, loosed from our sins, their guilt, and loosed from the power 
of sin. Israel will acknowledge this, and as it is in the case of 
individual believers now, we become His servants, so Israel will 
serve Jehovah, as the holy nation. Her calling will be realized, 
"a kingdom of priests and an holy nation" (Exod. 19:6). 

His Church brings to Him now the spiritual sacrifices, the fruit 
of lips, the praises of His name. And the deeper we drink at the 
fountain of grace, the living waters, the more our hearts are filled 
with the knowledge of Himself, the more abundant will be our 
praise and our spiritual worship. 

And so Israel redeemed, restored, spirit-filled, will offer "the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving." The courts of the Lord's house, in 
the midst of Jerusalem, are mentioned. This shows that it will 
be the millennial worship. Israel has no house of worship at the 
present time. Their worship, divinely instituted, is not possible 
as long as they are the wanderers among the nations of the world. 
And if they succeed, as they will, in the erection of a temple in 
Jerusalem, in connection with their Zionistic aspirations, that 
temple which unbelief builds will not be the scene of true worship; 
it will bring the worship of the man of sin. But when Israel is 
restored, cleansed and forgiven, another great house of worship 
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will be built in Jerusalem. There Israel will worship and pay 
their vows; to that house the representatives of saved nations 
will come to worship the Lord of hosts (Zech. 14:16). Well may 
we say, believing all the prophets have spoken, and seeing it by 
faith—well may we say—Hallelujah*. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTEENTH PSALM 
All nations, praise Jehovah! 
Praise Him all races, 
For His loving-kindnesses have been mighty towards us, 
And the faithfulness of Jehovah remaineth for ever. 
Hallelujah. 

It is the shortest of the Psalms. But even these few phrases 
have their deep and wonderful meaning. It is prophetic. All 
the nations and all the races of men, all tribes and tongues in every 
continent will join in the praise of Jehovah and worship Him as 
Lord. Is there anything like this in sight in the world? It is a 
little over nineteen hundred years since the Holy Spirit came from 
heaven to earth, bearing witness to the fact that Christ the Son of 
God was here, that He died on the Cross, arose from among the 
dead, ascended on high and is seated at the right hand of God. 
For over nineteen hundred years the Gospel has been preached. 
It is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. 
Countless thousands have been saved, reconciled by the death of 
His Son. The great purpose of God in this age, the calling out 
from all nations of a people for His Name, has been accomplished 
in every century. But where are the nations as such singing their 
praises unto Jehovah? Where are the nations who worship and 
adore Him and are in submission to Jehovah? While among all 
nations we find a small number of the true children of God, those 
who constitute the body of Christ, all nations are in rebellion 
against the Lord. We see them arrayed in the beginning of 1939 
ready for a mighty conflict. We see them torn by strife and 
hatred. The spirit which controls is not the spirit of love, it is 
the spirit of the murderer from the beginning. They do not lift 
up their voices in worshipful praise, acknowledging Jehovah and 
His mercy. The spirit of atheism continues its vicious sweep. 
.Nor is there anything which could work a change, apart from the 
Gospel of peace; and that is not wanted. Political schemes, 
attempts by religious federations, which leave out the true Christ 
of God, reformation and civilization efforts, and many other move¬ 
ments have miserably failed to lead the nations and races of the 
world into the path of righteousness and to the knowledge of God. 
The three unclean frogs, all atheistic, God-denying and God-
defying, Socialism, Communism and Fascism, are encircling all 
nations, nations which boast of culture and progress, and heathen 
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nations as well, raising their blasphemous bars against God and 
His Christ. The opening scene of that great prophetic second 
Psalm, nations raging, races steeped in sin and crime, kings and 
rulers rising up in God and law defiance, is well nigh upon us. 

How then will it be brought about that all nations join in a great 
Hallelujah chorus? Who is going to make all races to praise 
Jehovah? In the study of the Psalms we have found many glori¬ 
ous scenes of nations falling in line with the worship of God, 
learning war no more, dwelling with other nations in righteousness 
and peace. Different prophets predicted through the Spirit of 
God the conversion of nations, so that the ends of the earth will 
acknowledge God. "Many nations shall be joined unto the Lord" 
(Zech. 2:11); nations shall worship the King, the Lord of hosts 
(Zech. 14:16). Scores of other prophetic promises, all unfolding 
the same glorious goal might be quoted. According to the un-
scriptural theory of "Amillennialism," the denial that there ever 
will come a millennium of righteousness and peace, these promises 
will never be fulfilled and nations and races will never break out 
in praising Jehovah. Such a denial is a serious matter for it 
charges that God gave promises which will never be fulfilled. 

But they will all find their fulfillment. The Word of God gives 
us an answer to our question "how and when nations will praise 
Jehovah." Our brief Psalm gives the answer. "For His loving-
kindnesses have been mighty toward us." Who are the people who 
speak in this way? They are redeemed Israel. Jehovah will 
have mercy on Israel. What is so confidently expressed in 
Micah 7:20 will come to pass, "Thou wilt perform the truth to 
Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which Thou hast sworn unto 
our fathers from the days of old." What is so beautifully stated 
in Isaiah 54:7-8 will be done by the covenant keeping Jehovah, 
whose gifts and callings are without repentance: "For a small 
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather 
thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 
Lord thy Redeemer." Then it will be true: "Thou shalt no more 
be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed 
Desolate; but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be 
married" (Isa. 62:4). It is an exegetical folly to interpret these 
and scores of similar promises as meaning the Church. It is 
Israel to whom belong these promises. The restored and born-
again Israel will experience in a mighty way the loving-kindness 
of Jehovah. And that will be when He returns, when they shall 
look upon Him whom they pierced, when He returns to Zion and 
turns away ungodliness from Jacob, when He takes away their 
sins (Rom. 11:26). 
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Through converted Israel, the true Israel in possession of her 
glorious earthly inheritance, when the Messianic kingdom is 
established, the other nations of the earth will be brought to 
know the Lord. The knowledge of the glory of the Lord will 
cover the whole earth and all the nations will worship and praise 
the Lord. This is the revealed order of prophetic events. During 
this age the gathering of the elect body of Christ, the Church, 
takes place. When this is accomplished His return comes; after 
His return the rebuilding of the tabernacle of David, the kingdom 
restored, "that the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and 
all the Gentiles, upon whom My Name is called, saith the Lord, 
who doeth all these things" (Acts 15:14-18). 

The Sixty-Seventh Psalm reveals this prophetic order of Israel's 
blessing first, followed by the blessings for the whole earth. There 
stands first Israel's prayer, "God be merciful to us; and cause 
His face to shine upon us." For what purpose? "That Thy 
way may be known upon the earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations." And what follows after this? "Let the people praise 
Thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. 0 let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for Thou shalt judge the people right¬ 
eously, and govern the nations upon the earth." And at the,close 
of this Psalm (67:7) we read Israel's assurance, "God shall bless 
us and all the earth shall fear Him." 

The 117th Psalm is also quoted in Romans 15:8-11. 
The promise of nations worshiping Jehovah and being converted 

unto Him will be fulfilled after Israel's national repentance and 
conversion. But this will not take place till Christ returns. 
What blessing there would come to Christians if they would under¬ 
stand through His word God's revealed order of world conversion, 
when all nations praise Jehovah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTEENTH PSALM 

This most interesting Psalm concludes the "Hallel Psalms" 
(Psa. 113-118) used by the Jews in the celebration of the feast of 
Passover. As stated before, it is the hymn mentioned in the 
Gospels: "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out 
into the Mount of Olives." Our Lord joined in that hymn; He 
sang these Psalms with His disciples. They understood not what 
they were singing, but He knew the fullest meaning of every verse, 
especially verses 22-27. He quoted from these verses which are 
also so prominently connected with the teachings and doctrines 
of the Epistles. 

The Psalm has no inscription, which means that David was 
not its author. It is generally conceded among conservative 
scholars that Ezra collected the Psalms, arranged them under 
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divine guidance in a book. This Psalm appears to be a post-
exilic Psalm (like Psa. 126, 137, etc.). Outstanding scholars have 
taken this view, among them the able and godly expositor, 
Rudolph Stier, who says that it is a Psalm describing, "the extra¬ 
ordinary celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles after the com¬ 
pletion of the second Temple recorded in Nehemiah 8:13-18." 
Franz Delitzsch says the same, "composed at the completion and 
consecration of the Temple in the twelfth month of the seventh 
year of Darius, Ezra 6:15-18." Hengstenberg bears the same 
testimony—"used at the laying of the corner-stone of the second 
Temple." We accept this conclusion, that this Psalm was com¬ 
posed for the first celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles after the 
completion of the second Temple (Neh. 8). It was probably 
used as an Antiphonal—single voices chanting, while the congre¬ 
gation assembled joined in. The great and significant Messianic 
prophecy we shall point out as we study the text. 

I. The Praise of Jehovah for His Loving Kindness. (Verses 
1-7.) 

O give thanks to Jehovah, for He is good, 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Let Israel now say, 
For His kindness endureth for ever. 
Let the house of Aaron now say 
That His loving-kindness (endureth) for ever. 
Let them now that fear Jehovah say, 
That His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Out of my straits I called unto Jah; 
Jah answered me out of a large place. 
Jehovah is on my side, I will not fear; 
What, can man do unto me? 
Jehovah is on my side to help me, 
And I shall see (my desire) on those that hate me. 

The opening praise corresponds beautifully to the record of 
Ezra. "And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple 
of the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, 
and the Levites the sons of Aaron with cymbals, to praise the 
Lord, after the ordinance of David King of Israel. And they 
sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord, because He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever toward 
Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the Lord, because the foundations of the house were 
laid" (Ezra 3:10-11). 

Such was their joyful praise when the remnant returned from 
the Babylonian captivity, when once more they were in their 
home-land to worship the Lord in another temple. They cele¬ 
brated thus His loving-kindness and His mercy with the assurance 
expressed in faith and trust, that it endureth for ever, or.is endless 
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towards His people. It foreshadows the greater coming praise of 
redeemed Israel—when gathered home once more from all the 
countries, when another far greater temple will be built, the house 
of prayer, not for Israel alone, but for all nations, which shall flow 
unto it (Isa. 2). Then not only Israel and the house of Aaron 
will praise Him, but nations which have turned unto the Lord will 
do so. 

And we, who are His people, saved by grace, members of His 
body, praise Him now for His loving-kindness. The expression, 
"Jehovah is on my side, I will not fear"—corresponds to Romans 
8:31. "What shall we then say to these things? If God be for 
us, who can be against us"? He is on our side. He is with His 
people and therefore fear should have no place in the lives of His 
people. Victory over our spiritual enemies is assured unto us, 
and Israel in the coming day of her salvation will be delivered 
from the enemies also, for the Lord will judge them. 

II. What Precedes the Future Praise of Israel. (Verses 
8-12.) 

It is better to find refuge in Jehovah 
Than to put trust in man; 
It is better to find refuge in Jehovah 
Than to put trust in princes. 
All nations compassed me about, 
But in the name of Jehovah I cut them off. 
They compassed me about, yea, they compassed me about, 
But in the name of Jehovah I will cut them off. 
They compassed me about like bees, 
They were quenched like a fire of thorns; 
In the name of Jehovah I will cut them off. 

Here we hear the faithful, Jehovah trusting, remnant of the 
last days speaking. Their refuge is in Jehovah; they do not 
trust in man; they have no confidence in princes. What a 
difference from the political Zionism with its unbelieving schemes, 
its subtle propaganda and self-reliance! Zionism looks to man, to 
Great Britain, to other rulers, and the very last thing which is 
mentioned, if at all, is trust in God and in His oath-bound cove¬ 
nants. But Zionism's hope will be blasted and all their unbelieving 
schemes will come to naught. Nations will gather once more 
against Israel's land, as we read in this portion of the Psalm. 
They gather from everywhere. The word of prophecy reveals 
this fully. 

The book of Revelation, that mighty capstone of God's entire 
revelation, mentions this also, for when our Lord returns He will 
not find converted nations awaiting Him with joy and gladness, 
but the holy seer writes, "And I saw the beast (the little horn of 
Daniel 7), and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
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together to make war against Him that sat on the horse, and 
against His army" (Rev. 19:19). That gathering of nations 
takes place before Jerusalem. They swarm like bees. But the 
remnant of Israel trusting in the Lord, knowing "Jehovah is on 
my side," know that they will be cut off and they themselves will 
be used in the execution of God's judgments. 

HI. The Greater Praise and Joyful Singing. (Verses 13-19.) 
Thou didst thrust hard at me to make me fall; 
But Jehovah helped me. 
Jah is my strength and my psalm; 
And He is become my salvation. 
The voice of singing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; 
The right hand of Jehovah doeth valiantly. 
I shall not die but live, 
And shall declare the works of Jah. 
Jehovah has chastened me sore, 
But He has not given me over to death. 
Open to me the gates of righteousness. 
I will go into them, I will give thanks to Jah. 

And so, after the deliverance has come, there is greater praise 
and joyful singing. Again we are reminded of that prophetic 
hymn, which rightfully belongs into the lips of redeemed a.nd 
restored Israel, recorded by Isaiah (chap. 12). "Behold, God is my 
salvation"; the Lord, Jehovah, the once rejected "I Am" who 
tabernacled in their midst, is now their salvation, their strength 
and their song. They will draw with joy water out of the once 
despised wells of salvation. The singing times have come— 
"Sing unto the Lord, for He hath done excellent things; this is 
known in all the earth." So Israel lives, though the forces of the 
murderer from the beginning tried to crush out the national 
existence of the covenant people. They are beginning to declare 
the words of Jehovah. 

IV. The Gate of Righteousness and the Rejected Stone. 
(Verses 20-26.) 

This is the gate of Jehovah, 
The righteous shall enter into it. 
I will give thanks to Thee, for Thou hast answered me, 
And art become my salvation. 
A stone which the builders rejected 
Is become the head of the corner. 
This is Jehovah's doing, 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that Jehovah hath made, 
Let us exult and be glad in it. 
Save now, Jehovah, I beseech Thee; 
I beseech Thee, Jehovah, send prosperity, 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of Jehovah; 
We have blessed you from the house of Jehovah. 
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We know who is meant by the "gate of righteousness." It is 
He who when on earth said, "I am the door, by Me if any man 
enter in He shall be saved." And all who enter in by that gate, 
who use Him as the door, are the righteous. "The righteous 
shall enter into it." Thousands upon thousands, yes, hundreds of 
thousands, known as to their number to God, sinners of the 
Gentiles, have used this gateway to righteousness with God and 
to heaven. And finally Israel must use the same gate, for there 
is no other way into the presence of God. What a wonderful 
acknowledgment will then come from their lips! "Thou art 
become my salvation." 

Then we find in connection with this one of the great Messianic 
prophecies of the Old Testament. The rejected stone which 
becomes the head of the corner is Christ. He Himself quoted this 
Scripture before His enemies (Matt. 21:42). Isaiah also had 
spoken of Hun in another prophecy. "Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, as a 
sure foundation" (Isa. 28:16). And this rejected stone, rejected 
by Israel when He was here, is now the head of the corner, the 
foundation upon which the Church is building. And when at last 
Israel has found the same resting place, this sure foundation, Him 
whom their fathers rejected and delivered into the hands of the 
Gentiles, they will acknowledge "this is Jehovah's doing" and 
"it will be marvelous in their eyes." Then breaks forth their 
believing cry—"Save now." It is the word "Hosanna," the same 
word the multitudes cried when He entered into Jerusalem, the 
word which during that week changed to "Crucify Him!" 

Verse 26 leads us back to Matthew 23:38, ,39. He left the 
house after He had spoken the words recorded in this chapter, and 
declared, "Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed 
is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." 

V. The Final, Never-Ending Praise. (Verses 27-29.) 
Jehovah is the Mighty One, and has shown us light: 
Bind the sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar. 
Thou art my Mighty One, and I will give thanks unto Thee, 
My God, and I will exalt Thee. 
Give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is good; 
For His loving-kindness (endureth) for ever. 

It is Israel's never ending praise in the kingdom. The sacrifices 
mentioned are those which will be brought in the millennial 
temple. They have a different meaning from the sacrifices in the 
Old Testament. They were prospective, looking forward to the 
coming of Him, who would be the true sacrifice. The sacrifices 
in the millennial temple are retrospective, looking back to that 
cross on which He died, remembering His great love. They 
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acknowledge Him as their Mighty One. The fulfillment of 
David's prophetic description of the kingdom has then come. 
"His Name shall endure for ever; His name shall be continued as 
long as the sun; and men shall be blessed in Him; all nations shall 
call Him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
who alone doeth wondrous things. And blessed be His glorious 
name for ever; and let the whole earth be filled with His glory; 
Amen and Amen" (Psa. 72:17-19). 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEENTH PSALM 

In reading this great Psalm we find that its leading feature is 
the praise of the Law and the Word of God. The traditional 
information on the Hebrew text, the Masora, calls attention to 
the fact that only the 122d verse does not mention the Word of 
God; but this is not quite correct. Verses 90 and 132 are also 
exceptions. 

In structure this Psalm is a marvel. The Hebrew alphabet 
has 22 letters. This Psalm consists of 22 sections, each marked 
by a letter from the Hebrew alphabet, in regular order from Aleph 
to Tau. And each section has eight verses, so there is an eightfold 
Aleph, an eightfold Beth, an eightfold Gimel, and so down to the 
last letter Tau. In these sections just ten synonyms for the Law 
are used. They are the following: Word, Saying, Way, Testi¬ 
monies, Judgments, Precepts, Commandment, Law, Statutes and 
Faithfulness. Jewish tradition sees in these ten words an allusion 
to the decalogue, the ten commandments. 

No one knows who wrote this Psalm and when it was written. 
Some German scholars claim that the Psalm is a long prayer of 
some experienced rabbi. Franz Delitzsch makes the opposite 
claim. "The poet is a young man, who finds himself in a situation 
which is clearly described. He is derided, oppressed, persecuted, 
and that by those who despise the divine Word (for apostasy 
compasses him 'round about), and more particularly by a hostile 
government (verses 23, 46, 161). He is lying in bonds (61), 
expecting death (109), and recognizes in his affliction God's 
salutary humbling, and in the midst of it God's Word is his 
comfort and his wisdom, but he also yearns for help and earnestly 
prays for it. The whole Psalm is a prayer for stedfastness in the 
midst of an ungodly, degenerate race, and in the midst of great 
trouble." We do not agree with the statement that the author 
was a young man, for the reasons given for this are very insufficient. 
It is answered by verses 99-100, for here we read that the writer 
of the Psalm says he is wiser than his teachers, wiser than the 
aged;' he speaks as one with authority, the authority of long 
experience. 
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Inasmuch as we have treated many of the Psalms prophetically 
we are mostly concerned with the prophetic meaning of this 
wonderful praise of the Word and the Law of God. That this 
great Psalm has in it many blessed thoughts and exhortations for 
the individual believer is indeed very true. The 176 verses are all 
precious gems and many find an echo in the heart and life of a true 
believer. To take up each verse in its devotional meaning, in its 
spiritual message, would take hundreds of pages, and even then 
our pen could not sound the blessed depths of these verses. 

The number which is prominent in this Psalm is the number 
"eight." This number typifies that which is new. Eight is the 
symbol of "life from the dead," that is, resurrection. Not on the 
seventh day our Lord arose, but on the day after the Sabbath, the 
eighth day. This gives us the key. 

In Romans, the eleventh chapter, Paul speaks of the coming, 
spiritual and national resurrection of Israel. "For if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the re¬ 
ceiving of them be, but life from the dead" (verse 15). When that 
time comes the new covenant, promised not to Gentiles, but to the 
house of Israel and to the house of Judah, will be inaugurated and 
fully ratified. We quote Jeremiah's words of prophecy. 

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah; 
not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the Lord. But this shall be the cove¬ 
nant that I will make with the house of Israel., After those days, 
saith the Lord, / will put my law in their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts, and will be their God and they shall be My 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all 
know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith 
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more" (Jer. 31:31-34). 

Has this been fulfilled? Do we see Israel and Judah knowing the 
Lord, with His law in their inward parts, which means, their 
national re-birth? Has it been done, "I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more" ? These questions can only 
be answered negatively. 

Those who during this age believe in Him who is our salvation, 
Jews believing and Gentiles believing, receive the blessings of this 
new covenant, and all constitute the mystical body of Christ, the 
Church. They become His people and He is their God, the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. But the covenant is for all 
Israel and that covenant is not yet ratified. 
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When it is, as it will be, when their once rejected Messiah 
returns, and they trust in Him, when the rebirth of Israel takes 
place and they are circumcised in heart, the law written in their 
inward parts, then they will utter this praise of the Word and the 
law of God. This is the prophetic meaning of the 119th Psalm. 
Restored, converted Israel's praise of the Word of God. 

But what about the stanzas in this Psalm which tell of oppres¬ 
sion, persecution, surrounded by those who are the enemies of 
God's Word, and those who trust in His Word? Will this be the 
case when all Israel has received the blessings of the new covenant? 
Many verses speak of stedfastness in adversity and trouble, and 
in the midst of it all they have the comfort of His Word. 

It must be explained as referring first of all to that part of Israel 
which constitutes the elect remnant, that sealed Israelitish 
remnant which we have often mentioned in our exposition of the 
Psalms, the sealed company of the seventh chapter in Revelation. 

They believe, turn to the Lord, accept Him and then receive 
the blessings of the new covenant. They will be persecuted and 
surrounded by the apostasy of their own brethren, who despise 
them and despise the Word and the Law of God. They suffer 
but cling tenaciously to His Word and find their joy and comfort 
therein. 

But what beauties and blessed truths are found in every one of 
these twenty-two alphabetical sections! When John Ruskin was 
on in years he said, "It is strange that of all the pieces of the Bible 
which my mother taught me, that which cost me the most to learn, 
and which was to my childish mind most repulsive—-the 119th 
Psalm—has now become of all the most precious to me in its over¬ 
flowing and glorious passion of love for the Law of God." And 
another great man, William Wilberforce, wrote in his diary, 
"Walked from Hyde Park corner, repeating the 119th Psalm in 
great comfort." A careful reading of every section and meditation 
on the different verses will bring to every child of God spiritial 
blessing. We can mention only a few of the blessed things spoken 
as to the Word of the Lord. Those who walk according to His 
Word are blessed (v. 1); they do no iniquity (v. 3); walking 
according to His Word does not leave ashamed (v. 6). The Word 
cleanses (v. 9); when hidden in the heart it keeps from sinning 
(v. 11). It quickens and gives strength (vv. 25, 28). Mercies and 
salvation come through His Word (v. 41). It is the ground of 
hope (v. 43). It is comfort in affliction (v. 50); the Lord deals 
well with his servant according to His Word (v. 65); merciful 
kindness and comfort according to His Word are obtained by 
prayer (v. 76); His Word is forever settled hi the heavens (v. 89). 
It is sweet unto the taste, sweeter than honey (v. 103); it is a 
lamp unto the feet and a light for the path (v. 105). Through His 
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Word we know Him as hiding place and shield (v.114); it upholds 
the trusting heart (v. 116); the entrance of it giveth light (v. 130) 
and understanding to the simple. By it we can order our steps 
(v. 133), no iniquity will then have dominion over us. It is be¬ 
loved because it is very pure (v. 140). It is true from the begin¬ 
ning and all its righteous judgments endure for ever (v. 160). 
It produces great joy (v. 162). It leads to praise and worship 
(v. 164). Great peace comes from it (v. 165). 

Such are a few of the inspired sayings in praise of the Word of 
God, and ever believer finds them true as he is reading His Word, 
trusting in it and walking according to His Word. 

There is a deeper meaning to it all which will come to light in 
that day when Israel to whom "were committed the oracles of 
God" (Rom. 3:2) comes to its own and bursts forth in praise of 
Him who is the living Word of God.* 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH PSALM 

After the marvelous One Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm, pro¬ 
phetically Israel's future praise of the Word of God and the Law' 
of God, written by the Holy Spirit in their hearts, we find a cluster 
of fifteen Psalms (120-134). They all bear the Hebrew inscrip¬ 
tion "Shir Hama'aloth." The Vulgate, the Latin translation gives 
the meaning "Canticum graduum," the gradual Psalms; Luther 
translated it "Ein Lied im hoeheren Chor"—a song of the higher 
choir. An outstanding Hebrew scholar has translated it by 
"Songs of the pilgrim caravans," or, "on the homeward marches," 
and explains these fifteen Psalms as old and new traveling songs 
of those returning from the exile. This view is somewhat upheld 
by Ezra 7:9 where we find the expression to go up from Babylon 
(Hama'aloth Mi-Babel) the same Hebrew word used as in the 
inscriptions of these fifteen Psalms. 

But it seems to us that a statement in one of these Psalms gives 
us the real use of these Psalms. We find it in Psalm. 122. "Jeru¬ 
salem is builded as a city that is compact together. Whither the 
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, 
to give thanks unto the name of the Lord." The correct trans¬ 
lation of the Hebrew term is "song of the ascent," all fifteen of 
them are the songs of the ascent. Three times yearly all the 
tribes had to go up to Jerusalem to celebrate the great feasts, 
the set times of Leviticus (chapter 23). And so these Psalms were 

*To those who desire to make a more complete study of this great Psalm 
we recommend the exposition published recently by Dr. Augustus B. Prichard. 
He has gone deep into the meaning of the 119th Psalm. You can order it 
through the Publication Office of "Our Hope." (Price $1.) 



442 THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

probably chanted by godly Israelites as they moved toward their 
great center of worship, Jerusalem. But there is a deeper mean¬ 
ing. Spiritually they mean the ascent of the believing heart 
into the things of God, bringing forth inspired praise and worship 
for His grace and mercy to His people. The Talmudical writers 
give still another view of these Psalms into which we do not enter 
for it is untenable. There is a charming progressiveness in these 
fifteen Psalms. It is stated by another Hebrew scholar in the 
following words: "The songs are called 'songs of degrees' or 
gradual Psalms because they are songs that move onward towards 
a climax." They are climbing, in a spiritual way, higher and 
higher, ending with a brief Psalm of blessing and praise. It should 
be so in the true believer's experience, a climbing higher and higher, 
closer and closer till the great outburst of praise is reached and 
we are at home, not in an earthly Jerusalem, but in the one which 
is above. 

To Jehovah I call in my distress 
And He answereth me. 
0 Jehovah, deliver my soul from a lying lip, 
From a deceitful tongue. 
What shall be given unto thee? and what will it profit thee? 
Thou deceitful tongue. 
Sharp arrows of the mighty 
Together with coals of broom. 
Woe is me that I sojourn in Meshech, 
That I dwell among the tents of Kedar! 
My soul hath long dwelt 
With him that hateth peace. 
1 am for peace; 
But when I speak, they are for war. 

Does this take us back to Babylon where they were captives? 
Many expositors read this into it. It rather covers in a general 
way the distress experiences of Israel of their entire history. The 
nation was born in distress in the house of bondage, in Egypt. 
Their history which follows is a history of distress and sorrow. 
Moses saw, as he stood in the wilderness of Midian, before the 
burning bush, the entire history of the people. A burning bush, 
yet unconsumed, because the Lord was in the midst, and as they 
called out of distress He graciously answered. They were in 
distress in Babylon; the Lord brought a remnant back. The 
present age, which brought their world-wide dispersion, increased 
their sorrows. Still greater distress is in store for them, the time 
of Jacob's trouble, the great tribulation. 

It seems this Psalm points to this future distress, out of which 
the covenant keeping Jehovah will save them. The lying lip, 
the tongue of the deceitful, can be interpreted as that final man 
of deceit, the last great troubler, the man of sin, the false Christ. 
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His judgment is announced in the fourth verse. But what does 
it mean, "Woe is me that I sojourn in Meshech, that I dwell 
among the tents of Kedar"? Meshech was one of the sons of 
Japheth (Gen. 10:2). So, inasmuch, as from Japheth sprang the 
Gentile nations, Meshech stands for the Gentiles among whom 
Israel is a sojourner. And Kedar (meaning: powerful) was a 
son of Ishmael. They lament the fact that they have to tent 
among those of Kedar. How true this is today when we consider 
that the Jews in their eagerness to establish through political 
Zionism an independent existence, are surrounded by the Ishmael-
ites, the Arabs, and have to suffer on account of it. 

And there is no peace; they dwell among those who hate peace, 
hence instead of peace there is war. Such is the character of our 
age. It began with the rejection of Him who is the "Prince of 
Peace," whose coming into the world should have resulted in 
"Peace on earth." But His own received Him not. Then upon 
the dark background of His rejection we read His words "not 
peace, but the sword." While He is peace, there will be no peace 
on earth, no peace for Israel, no peace for the nations, but per¬ 
plexity and distress of nations. Thus it will continue till He 
returns as the Prince of Peace, to speak peace to the nations. 

And so the "songs of spiritual ascent," the climbing upward, 
begin in deep distress out of the distressing conditions of sin and 
its slavery. It is so in our Epistle to the Romans. It is the 
epistle of "ascent." The ascent begins in the third chapter, where 
we see the whole world in the distress of sin and under condemna¬ 
tion. The path of ascent is then graciously revealed. It is the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His sacrificial death. As we follow that 
path it leads us higher and higher in the spiritual ascent, till we 
reach the grand and glorious summit in the eighth chapter of this 
Epistle. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIRST PSALM 

Tradition has it that this Second Psalm of the series of "songs 
of the ascents" was used when the Israelites, journeying from 
different lands towards Jerusalem, when they sighted for the first 
time the mountains surrounding their beloved city. 

It is a very simple Psalm and presents no difficulties of interpre¬ 
tation, no hard exegetical problems. It is one of the much 
beloved Psalms of the children of God, of all His saints. The 
Erominent word is the word keep. The authorized version trans-
ites it three tunes by "preserve," but it is the same word. Six 

tunes we find this word keep in these eight verses, so that we may 
call this Psalm—the Psalm of keeping and safety. 
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I lift up mine eyes to the hills. 
Whence shall my help come? 
My help Cometh from Jehovah, 
Who made the heavens and the earth. 
He will not suffer thy foot to be moveil; 
Thy Keeper will not slumber. 
Behold, neither slumbereth nor sleepeth 
The Keeper of Israel. 
Jehovah is thy Keeper; 
Jehovah is thy shade upon the right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 
The Lord shall keep thee from all evil; 
He shall keep thy soul. 
Jehovah shall keep thy going out and thy coming in, 
From henceforth and for ever. 

The faulty authorized version is responsible for a wrong inter¬ 
pretation which is held by many. It reads, "I will lift up mine 
eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help." Some have 
applied it to the different hills mentioned in the Bible, the hill of 
Zion, to Calvary, etc. The original text states the very opposite— 
"whence cometh my help" is in the form of a question. Does my 
help come from the strong mountains, the mighty hills? Do I 
trust in that which is earthly? Do I find keeping power and 
security there? Jeremiah spoke of hills and mountains, that no 
help or salvation is found in them. "Truly in vain is salvation 
hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains; 
truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel" (Jer. 3:23). 
Not unto the hills and mountains, that which appears strong and 
affords refuge, does faith look, but above the hills. To Him of 
whom it is written "Before the mountains were brought forth or 
even thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from ever¬ 
lasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Psa. 90:2). And so faith 
speaks—"My help cometh from Jehovah, who made the heavens 
and the earth." 

We note especially the use of the word Jehovah. God's name 
in creation is Ehhim, the word denoting power, and in the plural. 
"In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth." 
As known to all students of God's Word, in the second chapter of 
Genesis the name Jehovah appears as He is seen in relationship 
with man. The destructive criticism of the Bible has made much 
of the use of these two names in Genesis and elsewhere, claiming 
that an unknown writer whom they have labeled "Elohist" wrote 
part of Genesis, and another whom they call "Jehovist" wrote 
other parts using the name Jehovah. In spite of the flimsy, 
untrustworthy foundation upon which this assumption rests, this 
theory, which originated with a French immoral physician of the 
eighteenth century, is still taught in all the modernistic institutions 
of learning. 
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Jehovah is the name of God the Son, the "I Am" who appeared 
unto Moses in the burning bush, Jehovah, the faithful covenant 
keeping God. 

From the New Testament we know that by Him and for Him 
God created all things; all is by Him and for Him. And Jehovah, 
God the Son, was manifested in the flesh, came to earth to become 
the Redeemer; and such He is and ever will be. This statement 
viewed in this light takes on greater and more blessed proportions. 
Faith looks to Him, the mighty creator, for whom there is nothing 
too hard; faith looks to Him who came for us in infinite love 
and died as the Lamb of God for our sins. Looking to Him as 
Creator, who made the heavens and earth, and the gracious loving 
Redeemer, we can say "My help cometh from Jehovah." 

Then come the precious assurances. "He will not suffer 
thy foot to be moved," or totter. There are similar promises and 
assurances in His Word. Walking in His ways keeps His saints. 
"Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not 
stumble" (Prov. 3:23). "For the Lord shall be thy confidence, 
and shall keep thy foot being taken" (Prov. 3:26). "The steps of 
a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighted in His ways. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord 
upholdeth him with His hand" (Psa. 37:23, 24). "He keepeth 
the feet of His Saints." And in the New Testament we have the 
last doxology in the last epistle: "Now unto Him that is able to 
keep you from falling (literal: stumbling), and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to 
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever" (Jude 24, 25). Faith looks to 
Him, trusts Him, and His answer is the keeping of His people. 

He is "the Keeper of Israel"; as such, employing human terms, 
He does not slumber nor sleep. Day and night do not exist for 
Him. He is all-seeing and all-knowing and omnipotent. The 
entire history of Israel as a nation bears witness to this. How 
He has kept Israel! Other nations passed away; He made an 
end of them; what He promised by the prophet, "yet will I not 
make an end of thee," He has done in every age. Gentile nations 
may rise up in Antisemitism, try to crush out the existence of the 
seed of Abraham, they will have finally to reckon with the Keeper 
of Israel, the faithful covenant keeping God. He will continue 
to keep them till His great purposes in and through them are 
realized. 

He keeps by day and by night; neither sun nor moon can 
smite. The scorching heat, whether literal or spiritual, is under 
His control. But does the moon smite by night? It is said that 
the influence of the moon in desert countries is injurious to the 
human frame. The influence of the moon upon our earth and 
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human beings is well known. They are mysterious influences 
which science has been unable to explain. The word "lunatic" 
(from the Latin word for moon—luna) arose from the wide spread 
belief that the rays of the moon effect the minds of men and 
women. But He who created sun and moon also controls them 
and their influences. 

He shall keep thee from all evil. Those who put their trust in 
Him, look to Him, He keeps from all moral evil, from sin. But 
what about other things we call evil? What about afflictions, 
sorrows, losses of various kinds? We know that in the end they 
are not evil, but they work that which is for our good. It is 
written that "all things must work together for good to them that 
love God." And so even that which we call evil, that which He 
permits in His wisdom and love, must be good. "He shall keep 
thy soul"—and in all this He never fails. Whether we go out or 
come in, in the sense of our daily walk; or as we may apply it to 
our going out of this little temporal existence and coming into 
His own presence, He will keep and never fail. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SECOND PSALM 

This next Psalm of the ascents is ascribed to David. The 
critical school denies this. They claim that it is impossible that 
David could be its author. 

So they claim the author lived much later in the time of the 
rebuilding of the post-exilic Jerusalem. While the Psalm was 
used by the pilgrims journeying up to Jerusalem, it is also a great 
prophecy which looks forward to the time not of the restoration of 
Jerusalem by the returning remnant, but to millennial times. 
David was a prophet of God, he is so called in the New Testament; 
and in writing this Psalm the Lord showed him the glory of the 
millennial Jerusalem to which some future day the tribes will 
journey and with them, as other portions of the prophetic Work 
show, representatives of the Gentile nations to worship the Lord 
of hosts. 

I was filled with joy when they said unto me, 
"Let us go into the house of Jehovah!" 
Our feet are standing 
Within thy gates, Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem now built up 
As a city which is compacted together; 
Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah, 
A testimony for Israel, 
To give thanks to Jehovah's name. (Verses 1-4.) 

We do not stress so much, as most commentaries do, the past 
application, when the tribes after tedious journeys at last, weary 
and foot-sore, stood in the gates of the beloved city, and the glad 
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cry passed from lip to lip—"Let us go into the House of the Lord." 
And there it stood, that marvelous house with its shining gold 
glittering in the oriental sunlight. We do not develop this past 
meaning but think of this beautiful Psalm as a prophecy. The 
Psalm looks forward to the time when the tribes go up once more 
to Jerusalem, when they assemble even from the ends of the earth 
in vast throngs and journey up to the beloved city. No question 
then any longer, "Where are the lost tribes?" The miserable 
invention of "British Israelism" is then no more. Jerusalem 
has become now all which God's Prophets so gloriously predicted; 
it is at last the great world center; the restored twelve tribes, now 
all united into one as the prophet Ezekiel so beautifully predicted 
(chapter 37) go there to worship. But more than that! But 
"many people shall go up and say, Come ye, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He 
will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths; for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the Word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem" (Isa. 2:3). We saw once an early printed book, an 
Incunabula, printed some ten years before America was discovered. 
It had a map of the world as known in that day, and gave Jeru¬ 
salem as the geographical center of the earth. It will be the 
great center during the Millennium. 

And what will the returning tribes find? A magnificent city 
compacted together, not only architecturally, a vast, a great, a 
beautiful city, but compacted together spiritually. Her warfare 
is over. She is no longer in strife and in danger of attack. But a 
greater sight greets them as they stand in the gates of the restored, 
millennial Jerusalem. Right there on a marvelous elevation 
stands another temple. Mount Zion is graced with a house of 
worship for all nations; and in that wonderful house, the visible 
glory of the Lord dwells once more. All this is clearly predicted 
by different prophets, like Isaiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah, and 
others. Then follows the great worship. What a happy day it 
will be when the tribes thus gather, at least representatives of 
them, and when redeemed Gentile nations join in the great 
doxology, in which the saints from above will join, and all in 
adoration of Him, whose sacrificial death was the price paid for all 
this glory. 

For there are set thrones for judgment, 
Thrones for the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls, 
Prosperity within thy palaces! 
For my brethren and friends' sakes, 
I will say, May peace be within thee. 
For the sake of the house of Jehovah our God 
I will seek thy good. (Verses 5-9.) 
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Thrones of Judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
When did they ever nourish in Jerusalem? We know for a time 
the throne of David was in Jerusalem. It is no longer there. 
Nor were there ever judgment thrones of the house of David. 
Yet the promises are sure about that throne. It is foolish when a 
certain class of theorists claim that the kings of Great Britain 
are reigning upon the throne of David in London and the Davidic 
promises are fulfilled in this way. No! There is no fulfillment 
during this age of the promises made to David. We are living in 
this present age when the words of the Prophet Hosea are still 
true, "For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an 
image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim" (Hosea 
3:4). In the age in which the Holy Spirit gathers the elect body 
of Christ, the Church, Israel keeps on wandering from nation to 
nation, kingless, princeless, without priest or sacrifice. But it 
will not be always so. David's throne will be filled by a true 
descendant of David, a Son of David, the One promised to David, 
the Virgin-born Son of God. Equally foolish is it to claim, as is 
claimed by the enemies of the literal return of Christ and the estab¬ 
lishment of His kingdom on earth, that "Christ sits in heaven upon 
the throne of David." Who has ever heard of David's throne being 
in Heaven? No! when Christ returns and brings His redeemed 
ones with Him He will enter Jerusalem in power and great glory 
and receive that throne. That He Himself will for a thousand 
years occupy that throne, a literal throne, in the earthly restored 
Jerusalem is nowhere taught in Scripture. His throne will be in 
the New Jerusalem above the earth, and there the saints who were 
manifested in His return will dwell with Him. He, and they with 
Him, will reign over the earth. Perhaps at certain times, most 
likely at the Feast of Tabernacles, He will manifest Himself in 
the earthly Jerusalem to receive the homage of the representatives 
of nations (Zech. 14:16). 

But there will be in the millennial Jerusalem a vice-regent of 
Christ—we do not know who it will be, whether David himself or a 
lineal descendant of David. For a deeper study we refer the 
reader to Ezekiel, especially the forty-sixth chapter, where this 
prince is repeatedly mentioned. Read also Ezekiel 34:24. There 
will be judgment thrones there. They are there to enforce 
righteousness such as is demanded by the theocratic kingdom. 

We know that the command to pray for the peace of Jerusalem is 
often used by believers, and the promise is claimed "they shall prosper 
that love thee." We make no objection to this. But it finds an ap¬ 
plication also hi millennial tunes. Those who are in subjection to the 
Word of the Lord which then goes forth from Jerusalem, and who 
seek the welfare of the city, special blessing will rest upon them. 



THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 449 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 

The reader will remember how the previous Psalm, the One 
Hundred and Twenty-second, had a prophetic character. It 
refers to the time when the tribes of Israel go up to Jerusalem 
and gather for worship in that future great house of the Lord, 
the Millennial Temple. The next three Psalms, 123,124 and 125 
must be read together for they tell once more, as we have found 
so often, a continuous story. Whatever we Christian believers 
take for our comfort and the encouragement of our faith, yet we 
must not forget that these messages are Israelitish, revealing 
their history, the faith of the godly, trusting remnant and the 
coming consummation. 

An old saint, living in the middle of the seventeenth century-
called the brief Psalm now before us "Oculus Sperans," the eye of 
hope, and so it is. 

Unto Thee do I lift mine eyes, 
Thou that dwellest in the heavens! 
Behold as the eyes of servants unto the hands of their masters— 
As the eyes of the maidens to the hand of their mistress, 
So are our eyes toward Jehovah our God, 
Until He be gracious unto us: 
Be gracious unto us, Jehovah, be gracious: 
For our soul is filled full of contempt; 
Our soul is exceedingly filled 
With the scorn of them that are at ease, 
With the contempt of the proud. 

Luther in his simple and direct way makes the following helpful 
comment on this Psalm and the cry for help. "This is a deep 
sigh of a pained heart which looks round on all sides, and seeks 
friends, protectors, and comforters, but can find none. There¬ 
fore he says, 'Where shall I find, a poor despised one, find refuge? 
I am not so strong as to be able to preserve myself; wisdom and 
plans fail me among the multitude of adversaries who assault me; 
therefore I come to Thee, 0 my God, to Thee I lift my eyes, O 
Thou that dwellest in the heavens.' He places over against each 
other the Inhabitant of the Heavens and the inhabitants on the 
earth, and reminds himself that, though the world be high and 
powerful, God is still higher. What shouldest thou do then when 
the world despises and insults thee? Turn thine eyes thither, and 
see that God with His beloved angels and His elect looks down 
upon thee, rejoices in thee, and loves thee." This truth was 
known to this man of God. Martin Luther in his personal ex¬ 
perience knew what it meant in adversities and persecutions to 
lift up his eyes to Him who dwells in the heavens. Thousands of 
saints have had the same experience, and as long as His true 
Church is here the eye of faith and hope looks to Him, who is 
able to deliver. 
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We fully share the opinion of those who find in this Psalm an 
expression of godly Israelites, living towards the closing years of 
the Babylonian captivity. This theory is confirmed by Nehemiah 
2:19, where we read of the insults of the enemies of Nehemiah 
when he began to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Writes 
Nehemiah, "They laughed us to scorn and despised us" (see 
verse 4 of the Psalm). Once more in the very near future will this 
Psalm be fulfilled, when Israel's godly, waiting remnant through 
their great time of tribulation will lift up their eyes to Him who 
dwells in the heavens and cry, "Oh that Thou wouldest rend the 
heavens, that Thou wouldest come down" (Isa. 64:1). 

But we must not overlook the second and third verses of this 
brief Psalm, for it has a message for us all. 

The servants mentioned are obedient slaves, male and female. 
They stand in watchful attention, watching their masters and 
their mistresses. Their eyes are fixed upon them and they antici¬ 
pate their needs and wants and are ever and always ready to 
obey and please them. "So are our eyes toward Jehovah." It 
tells of obedience of those who lift up their eyes in prayer and 
hope to Him who thrones in the heavens. Their expectant faith 
is evidenced by ready obedience, and faithful waiting "until He 
be gracious unto us." Why are so many prayers unanswered? An 
answer to this we find in 1 John 3:22. "And whatsoever we ask, 
we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do 
those things which are pleasing in His sight."- To look only to 
the Lord, to please Him, to wait on Him, to wait for Him, this 
will bring the answer. Let us also notice the entire absence of 
anything like impatience or complaint in this Psalm. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH PSALM 

In this Psalm the deliverance in answer to the prayers of the 
godly in Israel is prophetically foretold. We note that it is marked 
as a Psalm of David; which seems to be somewhat doubtful. The 
translators of the Septuagint omitted "of David," nor is it found 
in some of the most reliable manuscripts. The last Psalm was 
the sigh of an exile in Babylon, waiting in absolute trust and de¬ 
pendence upon God for the deliverance of himself and his people 
from captivity. This Psalm is the joyful acknowledgment that 
the deliverance has been vouchsafed, the next Psalm, the 125th, 
describes the safety of the new colony (the returned remnant), 
restored to its native land, and girt round about by the protection 
of Jehovah. Here, then, we have three successive pictures, or 
rather three parts of one and the same picture; for they are not 
only linked together, as representing successive scenes in one 
history, but they are also pervaded by one great master thought, 
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which lends its unity to the whole group. In each there is the 
same full recognition of Jehovah's grace and power as working 
both for the deliverance and security of His people. In the 123d 
Psalm "The eye waits upon Jehovah, till He be gracious." In the 
124th, "If Jehovah had not been on our side, men had swallowed 
us up alive." In the 125th, "The mountains are about Jerusa¬ 
lem, and Jehovah is round about His people."(Perowne on the 
Psalms). But to apply this Psalm exclusively to the feelings of 
the exiles in Babylon when the great proclamation of King Cyrus 
made their return possible is not altogether correct. It embodies 
rather the entire history of His chosen people Israel, and further¬ 
more it looks forward to the greatest of all deliverances, when 
Jehovah will reveal Himself once more as the deliverer of the 
godly portion of Israel. That will be their national salvation 
out of the great tribulation, prophetically called "the time of 
Jacob's trouble." When at last that great deliverance has come 
this brief Psalm will find its great end-fulfillment. 

If Jehovah had not been on our side— 
Let Israel now say—¬ 
If Jehovah had not been on our side 
When men rose up against us; 
Then they had swallowed us alive, 
When their anger was kindled against us; 
Then had the waters overwhelmed us— 
The stream had gone over our soul; 
Then there had gone over our soul 
The proudly swelling waters. 
Blessed be Jehovah, 
Who gave us not over a prey to their teeth! 
Our soul is escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; 
The snare is broken—and we are escaped. 
Our help is in Jehovah, 
The Maker of heaven and earth. 

Here then is a grateful acknowledgement that in all their history 
Jehovah was their keeper and their protector, that without Him, 
their nation would have been blotted out. Israel is the miracle 
nation, a mighty witness that there is a God, the covenant keeping 
Jehovah whose gifts and callings are without repentance. Their 
whole history of preservation consists in a chain of miracles. 
Satan, the enemy of God, knows and knew from the beginning 
that linked with this chosen people are God's purposes in redemp¬ 
tion, that "salvation is of the Jews," and his ami has always been, 
still is and will be more so in the near future, to exterminate them. 
Antisemitism was born in Egypt. Because the favor of God rested 
upon them as strangers in a strange land, their miraculous increase 
inspired the Gentiles with fear and Satan attempted through his 
instrument, the Egyptian Pharaoh, to end their history Jehovah 
in their miraculous deliverance, though they were a sinful nation 
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demonstrated the fact that He was on their side. The Egyptians 
would have swallowed them up, but instead of overwhelming 
Israel, the Egyptian army was swallowed up by the waves of the 
Red Sea. Their entire history is composed of many similar 
deliverances. Again and again they escaped as a bird out of the 
snare of the fowler. What a cunning fowler was Haman, an 
offspring of Amalek as seen in the Book of Esther. He had set 
the snare, but Jehovah intervened and they escaped. Throughout 
the times of the Gentiles in their worldwide dispersion, in suffering 
as no other nation ever suffered, nations rising up against them 
and a perverted Christendom persecuting them, by their miracu¬ 
lous preservation, Jehovah still proves that He is on their side. 

The dark waters of trouble and tribulation are rising up against 
them. Satan's wrath will soon burst forth as never before in their 
history. Their "day of calamity," the time of "great tribulation" 
is fast approaching. The Book of Revelation (chapter 12) sheds 
light upon this. There we read that Satan will be cast out of 
heaven and all his angels with him. He comes down to earth 
having great wrath. The true Church is no longer here, for three 
and a half years before, she held as the Bride of Christ, her glorious 
entrance into the Father's house. Then Satan's wrath turns 
against the woman, which in this chapter represents Israel, and 
he institutes for the final three and a half years (completing 
the last week of Daniel's prophetic weeks) their great tribulation. 
It is then that Jehovah, Jehovah the Son, the King of Israel, will 
arise in their behalf and save them from the final wrath of Satan 
and give unto them the great promised inheritance. And they 
will praise and worship Him, Who made heaven and earth. 

What a terrible thing it would be, if it were true what so many 
Christian followers of denominational traditions accept and believe, 
that God has given up Israel, that He has broken His oath bound 
covenants, that there is no future for them, and all their promises 
will never see a fulfillment! If this were true the Church of 
Jesus Christ would have no assurance whatever that her promises 
will ever be fulfilled. As the dark waters rose up against Israel, 
so have they risen up against His heavenly people, the Church, 
also. But the great Head in glory has kept and will ever keep His 
promise "the gates of hades shall not prevail against My Church." 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH PSALM 

If we apply this Psalm to the restoration of the Jewish remnant 
returning from the Babylonian captivity we can read in it an 
expression of their trust in Jehovah and an assurance that their 
enemies who molested them after their return would not succeed. 
In a larger sense, like the preceding ones, this Psalm looks forward 
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to the great coming deliverance. Spiritually we find comfort here 
also. 

They that trust in Jehovah are like Mount Zion; 
It cannot be moved, 
But remaineth for ever. 
As for Jerusalem—the mounts surround her; 
And Jehovah is round about His people, 
From this time even for ever. 
For the rod of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; 
Lest the righteous put forth their hands to iniquity. 
Do good, O Jehovah, to them that are good, 
Even to those upright in heart. 
But as for those who turn aside to their crooked paths, 
Jehovah will lead them forth with the workers of vanity— 
Peace be upon Israel. 

Blessed assurance that all who put their trust in Jehovah are 
like the unmovable, never changing mount Zion! As mount Zion 
cannot be moved, as it abideth forever, so are all who put their 
trust in the never changing Jehovah. They are in possession of a 
never disappointing security, for they trust in the Rock of Ages, 
and though the storms and waves dash around and against it the 
Rock will stand and all whose feet are planted upon that Rock 
can never be moved. 

This is followed by another assurance. Jerusalem is surrounded 
by mountains and so is Jehovah round about His people. The 
mountains are her protection; they form a shield against the 
enemy. So it is written "with favour wilt Thou compass him as 
with a shield." As the mountains round about Jerusalem form 
a natural refuge, a hiding place, so is He our hiding place. "Thou 
art my hiding place; Thou shalt preserve me from trouble; Thou 
shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance" (Psa. 32:7). 
Not natural mountains but the mountains of His love and grace, 
His mighty power, keep and protect all who trust in Him. "The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms" (Deut. 33:27). Well did the psalmist cry out at another 
time "trust Him at all times, ye people." It is as solid as the 
mountains what He has promised—"Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength" (Isa. 26:3, 4). 

Then we read of the rod of wickedness, and the assurance that 
it shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous. What is the lot 
of the righteous? It must mean here Israel's land. Over it the 
rod of wickedness has been outstretched. Jerusalem is trodden 
down by the Gentiles, a prophecy not yet ended, for while the rod 
of oppression has been great, resting upon the land and the people, 
there is still greater oppression in the near future. But it cannot 
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last forever. If it could the godly in Israel, the waiting remnant, 
might well despair of Jehovah's help and turn to iniquity. But 
the time will come for Israel's remnant when it will be true "The 
Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the 
rulers" (Isa. 14:5). That will be in the day when the stone falls 
from heaven to deal the crushing blow to the feet of the great man 
image, representing the times of the Gentiles and their end 
(Dan. 2). 

The words "Do good, O Jehovah, to them that are good, even 
to those upright in heart" remind us of Asaph's beautiful words in 
the Seventy Third Psalm. "Truly God is good to Israel, even to 
such as are of a clean heart." But who is good, when God's 
Word tells us that there is none that doeth good, no not one? 
The only goodness we have and can have is through what grace 
bestows on us. All who accept what the Lord has to offer, who 
believe on Hun, whom the Father sent, are constituted righteous, 
are those who are good and acceptable in the sight of a holy and 
righteous God. Then the contrast—those who turn aside, who 
follow crooked paths, who are not trusting in Jehovah, they will 
share the fate of the workers of vanity. But the portion of the 
true Israel will be peace—Peace upon Israel. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SIXTH PSALM 
When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion 
We were like those that dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter 
And our tongue with singing: 
Then said they among the nations, 
Jehovah hath done great things for them. 
Jehovah hath Jone great things for us; 
Whereof we are filled with joy. 
Turn again our captivity, Jehovah, 
As the streams in the South. 
They that sow in tears 
Shall reap with singing. 
He that goeth forth weeping 
Bearing precious seed, 
He shall surely come back with joy, 
Bringing his sheaves with him. 

A lovely Psalm! The author is unknown; certainly it was not 
David. The return from the seventy years Babylonian captivity 
is first of all in view. But it was not a complete return, only a 
remnant returned to the land of their fathers. Large numbers 
remained behind and certain tribes of the house of Israel, who 
did not share the Babylonian exile, have never come back. But 
the Jewish remnant with Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel and the 
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, returned, expressing their joy by 
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singing. Their mouth was filled with joyous laughter, and they 
sang the praises of Jehovah as they turned homeward. And 
some of the surrounding nations had to acknowledge the hand 
of the Lord, especially through Cyrus, the great king whom Isaiah 
had named over one hundred and fifty years before his birth. So 
they returned with shouts of joy to build the temple in Jerusalem 
and restore the walls of the city. 

But this does not exhaust the prophetic meaning of this Psalm. 
Zion's redemption and Israel's restoration comes when King 
Messiah, our Lord, appears. This we found announced in another 
Psalm (102:16). "When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall 
appear in His glory." The two great post-exilic prophets, the 
prophets of the restoration, predicted the same. While their 
prophecies had a meaning for their own times and contemporaries, 
the real and complete fulfillment is connected with Jehovah's 
future, visible and glorious manifestation. When that restoration 
comes, as it will come, greater joy and greater singing will follow. 
"Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for, lo, I come, and I will 
dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah. And many nations shall 
be joined to Jehovah in that day, and shall be My people: and I 
will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shall know that Jehovah 
of hosts hath sent Me unto thee" (Zech. 2:10-11). "Thus saith 
the Jehovah of hosts; Behold I will save My people from the east 
country, and from the west country; and I will bring them, and 
they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My 
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness" 
(Zech. 8:7-8). These are but a few of the many prophetic promises 
which will pass into fulfillment in that glorious day, when heaven 
opens once more, and the Lord of glory appears. 

Then it shall be as Moses declared in the final stanza of his 
prophetic song. "Rejoice, O ye nations, with His people; for He 
will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance 
to His adversaries, and will be merciful unto His land, 'and to His 
people" (Deut. 32:43). 

Antisemitism will then no longer be known, nor will there be any 
Bible teachers left who charge God with breaking His oath-bound 
covenants, by denying a literal fulfillment of the national Israel-
itish promises. Nations will acknowledge that Jehovah has done 
great things for them in the regeneration and restoration of His 
earthly people Israel. They themselves will acknowledge that 
it is the Lord's doing. 

But why the prayer, "Turn again our captivity, Jehovah, as the 
streams in the South?" It is evidently a prayer for the complete 
restoration of all the tribes, in fullfiment of the promise we find 
in Jeremiah: "Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, 
and they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunters, 
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and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every 
hill, and out of the holes of the rock" (Jer. 16:16). Our Lord said 
the same, "And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the f®ur 
winds, from one end of heaven unto the other" (Matt. 24:31). 
The elect are the tribes of Israel. 

Beautiful is the ending of this Psalm of prophecy. We must think 
first of all of Him who came in humility and sowed His precious 
seed with tears, our Lord Jesus Christ. Nowhere in the Gospel 
records do we read of His mirth or laughter. But we know that 
He was on earth the Man of sorrows and acquainted with griefs. 
He wept! Only His Father knows the many tears which He shed 
in His presence in secret prayer. But He is surely coming back, 
returning to earth again, bringing with Him the sheaves, the 
precious harvest of His blessed seed He sowed. It finds an appli¬ 
cation likewise in connection with the Jewish remnant during the 
tribulation period. They are the wise, who turn many to right¬ 
eousness, mentioned by Daniel (12:3). In the midst of their trials 
and sufferings they scatter the seed of His Word with weeping. 
Then follows a harvest for them; they return to Zion bringing 
the sheaves with them. And it is perfectly proper to apply this 
to ourselves also. 

So let us weep and scatter the seed! "Let us not be weary in 
well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" 
(Gal. 6:9). 

THE ONE" HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

The inscription of this Psalm mentions Solomon. Some think 
it is used and added on account of the word "Jedidiah" (Beloved) 
found in the second verse. That is according to 2 Samuel 12:25 
one of the names of Solomon, which Nathan gave to him. Yet 
this Psalm is Proverb-like and reminds us of the Proverbs ex¬ 
pressed and written by David's son Solomon. Its five stanzas 
speak of "the blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth 
no sorrow with it" (Prov. 10:22). The Septuagint version does 
not give Solomon's name. 

Except Jehovah build the house, 
They labor upon it in vain that build it; 
Except Jehovah watch over a city, 
In vain is the watchman awake. 
Vain is it for you to rise early, 
And sit down late, 
To eat the bread of sorrowful labor; 
So giveth He to His beloved in sleep. 
Behold, children are an inheritance from Jehovah; 
The fruit of the womb is a reward. 



THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-SEVENTH PSALM 457 

Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man 
So are children of youth. 
Happy is the man who hath his quiver full of them; 
They shall not be ashamed, when they speak 
With their enemies in the gate. 

Jehovah is the source of blessing for everything. Without Him 
all man's efforts are in vain. Three times the word "vain" is 
found in this brief Psalm. Everything is dependent on Him and 
on His blessing. Some expositors have applied the house men¬ 
tioned in the first verse to the temple, the house the remnant 
built, after the return from the captivity. Some even have applied 
it to the temple of Solomon. But the temple, the house of the 
Lord, is not in view here. The house stands for family life; it 
gives protection and comfort. How often in travel one sees 
houses half finished, uncompleted; foundations begun, but no 
structure upon them. Others built houses thinking to enjoy 
them for years to come, but sickness or other misfortunes overtook 
them, their plans were wrecked. And others died before they 
could take possession. We make these statements to illustrate 
the thought expressed in the beginning of this brief Psalm. Except 
Jehovah gives His blessing all man does is in vain. 

The city stands for the community. It also needs protection 
against various evils, threatening dangers and vicious men. But 
the watchman keeps awake in vain, except Jehovah watches over 
the city. Apart from Him there is no help, no protection, no 
blessing. An old German proverb says, An Gottes Segen ist Alles 
gelegen—everything depends on the blessing of God. If this is 
realized and believed we shall look to Him for that blessing and 
protection in faith, and He will not disappoint us. 

It is likewise vain to rise up early and sit down late, incessant 
toil, it brings but the bread of sorrow. But if man looks to Him 
who can supply all need, he can rest in faith, for He giveth to His 
beloved in sleep, He supplies their wants. Well may we link this-
verse with Matthew 6:25-34: "Therefore I say unto you, Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the body than raiment? . . . Take therefore 
no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof." 

Then children, too, are a blessing, an inheritance from Jehovah. 
The man is pronounced happy who has a quiver full of them. 
Here it is the question of defense. The father has his house full 
of sons ready to deal with the enemies when occasion arises. The 
gate is mentioned for that was the place where accusations were 
heard and judgment was given (Deut. 21:19; Isa. 29:21; Amos 
5:12). But all this is likewise dependent on the Lord's blessing. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

This Psalm must be linked with the preceding one. The 
happiness of the man, the head of a family of sons, is now enlarged. 
Luther in one of his writings calls this Psalm an "Epithalamium 
or Marriage Song, wherein the prophet comforts them that are 
married, wishing unto them, and promising them from God all 
manner of blessings." 

It may be divided into two sections: (I) The description of the 
happy family life, and (II) The invocation of Jehovah's blessing. 

I. The Description of the Happy Family Life. 
Happy is every one that feareth Jehovah; 
That walketh in His ways. 
For thou shalt eat the labor of thine hands; 
Happy thou shalt be, and it shall be well with thee. 
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine 
In the inner part of thy house; 
Thy children like olive plants 
Surrounding thy table. 
Behold, for thus shall the man be blessed 
That feareth Jehovah. 

Here is the inspired description of a happy family. What is its 
foundation? The fear of the Lord, and as a result a godly walk, a 
walk in His ways. The labor performed is enjoyed and the fruits 
of it. The head of the house and his companion will be happy and 
all will be well with them. The wife like a fruitful vine, surrounded 
by the children like olive plants, full of health and promising all 
that is good. In our own times we look in vain for many such 
families of happiness, fruitfulness and contentment. It is a sad 
fact that the "Christian family" is rapidly disappearing. The true 
foundation is no longer maintained nor is there harmony and the 
godly walk. Family worship is decreasing. Large families are 
no longer wanted. The hurry and worry of modern life is one of 
the outstanding causes. 

II. The Invocation of Jehovah's Blessing. 

Jehovah bless thee out of Zion, 
And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem 
All the days of thy life. 
Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children. 
And peace upon Israel. 

The blessing is Israelitish. It has its earthly aspect. The 
blessing comes out of Zion, and that which is so dear to the true 
Israelite "the good of Jerusalem" will be seen and enjoyed. 
Abundant generations are promised and peace upon Israel as well. 
We do not need to spiritualize all this and apply it to the heavenly 
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Jerusalem, as is so often done. We believe rather that we have a 
prophetic picture of the coming days of peace and happiness 
when Israel is regathered under the reign of Messiah, their King. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-NINTH PSALM 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth— 
Let Israel now say: 
Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, 
Nevertheless they have not prevailed against me. 
Upon my back the plowers ploughed, 
They made long their furrow strip. 
Jehovah is righteous; 
He cutteth asunder the cords of the wicked. 
Let them be ashamed and turn back, 
All who hate Zion. 
They must become as grass upon the house-tops, 
That withereth ere it is plucked up; 
Wherewith the reaper filleth not his hand, 
Nor he who bindeth sheaves his bosom, 
Neither do they that pass by say: 
The blessing of Jehovah be upon you! 
We have blessed you in the name of Jehovah! 

The author of this Psalm is not known, and some claim it was 
written after the Babylonian exile. It relates Israel's suffering 
and afflictions since their youth. This takes us back to the 
bondage in Egypt, the tune when Israel became a nation. The 
days in Egypt were the days of Israel's youth (Hos. 2:15). "When 
Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt" (Hos. 11:1). There they suffered as strangers in a strange 
land. That suffering had been shown to Abraham in a vision as 
well as their deliverance (Gen. 15:12-17). Israel's sufferings were 
also shown to Moses when he beheld the burning bush. The 
truth stated in this Psalm, "nevertheless they have not prevailed 
against me," was also made known in both Abraham's night 
vision and in the burning bush. Abraham, the father of the 
nation, was told of the deliverance of his seed. The burning 
bush remaining unconsumed is the emblem of the miraculous 
preservation of God's people at all tunes. Here we must think 
also of God's heavenly people, the Church. From her youth up 
the Church has suffered affliction upon affliction. In every cen¬ 
tury the fires of persecution burned somewhere. Nevertheless the 
powers of evil, the gates of Hades could not prevail against her. 

The entire history of Israel has been a history of affliction upon 
affliction, sorrow upon sorrow. "Upon my back the plowers 
ploughed, they made long their furrow strip" is descriptive of their 
humiliating suffering. Prostrate in the dust the enemies have 
gone over their bodies and left the frightful marks of cruelty 
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(Isa. 51:23). Nor is their suffering over today. They are driven 
from pillar to post in Germany; they are harassed in Poland; 
Roumania is rising up against them and soon other Eastern Euro¬ 
pean countries will join the increasing hordes of antisemites. 
None of them believe in God's Word. Isaiah 54:17 is unknown to 
them. "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; 
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn." 

"Jehovah is righteous" and His righteousness is displayed today 
in the sufferings of the Jews. But they will have a limit. There 
is no such thing as the eternal Jew, wandering on and on, never 
finding rest for the soles of his feet, never coming to the end of 
suffering and affliction. The day is rapidly approaching when the 
Lord will arise in their behalf and when verses 4 and 5 of our 
Psalm will find their fulfillment. 

Jehovah is righteous; 
He hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 
They must be ashamed and turn back, 
All who hate Zion. 

But ere this happens their great day of calamity comes (Deut. 
32:35), the time of Jacob's trouble, the great tribulation which the 
age closes, the tribulation for Israel and the world, but not for the 
Church, the Body of Christ. 

The fate of those who hate Zion is illustrated by the grass on the 
housetops. I t easily springs up but has no deep roots; it soon 
withers and is good for nothing. So are the enemies of Israel. 
They are as grass on the roofs; their existence closes with sure 
destruction. The beautiful greeting of harvest time, when sheaves 
are gathered in the end of the age is not for those who hate Zion— 
"The blessing of Jehovah be upon you" is not for the enemies of 
Israel, nor will they be blessed in the name of Jehovah (see Ruth 
2:4). 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH PSALM 
Out of the depths have I cried 
Unto thee, Jehovah. 
Lord, hear my voice-
Let Thine ears be open to the voice of my supplications. 
If Thou, Jehovah, shouldest mark iniquities, 
Lord, who shall stand? 
But there is forgiveness with Thee 
That Thou mayest be feared. 
I wait on Jehovah, my soul doth wait 
And in His Word do I hope. 
My soul waiteth for the Lord, 
More than they that watch for the morning. 
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More than the watchers for the morning. 
Let Israel wait in hope for Jehovah, 
For with Jehovah is loving-kindness, 
And with Him is plenteous redemption. 
And He will redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 

This Psalm is closely related to the preceding one. It has been 
inscribed "De Profundis"—"Out of the depths." At a certain 
occasion Martin Luther was asked what were the best Psalms. 
He answered by saying "Psalmi Paulini," the Pauline Psalms. 
When they wanted to know what the Pauline Psalms are he replied, 
"The thirty-second, the fifty-first, the one hundred and thirtieth 
and the one hundred and forty-third." He explained that these 
Psalms teach us that the forgiveness of sins is vouchsafed to all 
who believe without having any works of the law to offer. They 
are therefore Pauline Psalms. 

The entire race is in the depths of sin and death, and the only 
way out is to cry unto Jehovah; as man cannot save himself, 
Jehovah must save him. But we must keep Israel in mind. Such 
a cry out of the depths of sin and suffering will come from their 
hearts and lips. They will yet acknowledge their iniquities and 
turn to Jehovah, to Jehovah-Jesus, for forgiveness. The sentence 
"that Thou mayest be feared" has been explained in different 
ways. We believe Luther's interpretation is the best. We quote 
him: 

"It is as if He should say, I have learned by experience, 0 Lord, 
why there is mercy with Thee, and why Thou mayest claim this 
title unto Thyself, that Thou art merciful and forgivest sins. For 
in that Thou shuttest all under free mercy, and leavest nothing 
to the merits and works of men, therefore Thou art feared. But 
if all things were not placed in Thy mercy, and we could take 
away our sins by our own strength, no man would fear Thee, but 
the whole world would proudly disregard Thee. For daily ex¬ 
perience shows that where there is not this knowledge of God's 
mercy, there men walk in the presumption of their own merits 
and righteousness. The true fear of God, the true worship, the 
true reverence, yea, the true knowledge of God resteth on nothing 
but mercy, that through Christ we assuredly trust that God is 
reconciled unto us." 

The day comes when the beautiful expressions of the closing 
verses of the Prophet Micah will be experienced by the remnant 
of Israel (see Micah 7:18-20). That day will come when Israel's 
cry out of the depths will be answered, when the once rejected 
Christ, our Lord, returns to Zion to turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob (Rom. 11:26-28). The grace which has saved us, sinners 
of the Gentiles, will save Israel likewise. 
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For this display of Jehovah's mercy to Israel all is waiting. 
Finally during the time of their greatest trouble it will be true 
that they wait for the Lord to deliver them more than the watchers 
for the morning. And may we His heavenly people, His Church, 
wait for the soon rising of the Morningstar, His coming for His 
Saints. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIRST PSALM 

Jehovah, my heart is not haughty; 
And mine eyes are not lofty, 
Neither am I concerned with great matters, 
Nor in things too wonderful for me. 
Surely I have stilled and hushed my soul, 
Like a child that is weaned with its mother, 
As the weaned child is my soul within me. 
Let Israel hope in Jehovah; 
From henceforth even for ever. 

A brief but a precious Psalm. It is a Davidic Psalm and not 
post-exilic as the critics claim. It breathes the spirit and humility 
of David, the man after God's own heart. "A childlike simplicity, 
an unaffected humility, the honest expression of that humility, as 
from a heart spreading itself out in conscious integrity before 
God—this is what we find in this Psalm, traits of the character 
of David." Delitzsch calls the Psalm an echo of David's answer 
to Michal (2 Sam. 6:22), "And I will yet be more vile than thus, 
and will be base in mine own sight." 

Here we find the description of an humble, a broken and con¬ 
trite spirit. It has well been said, "All virtues together are a 
body of which humility is the head." How many Scriptures teach 
the great importance and value of such true humility. "Though 
the Lord be high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly; but the 
proud He knoweth afar off" (Psa. 138:6). "For thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (Isa. 57:15). "To this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and trembleth at My Word" (Isa. 66:3). "Be clothed with 
humility, for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble" (1 Peter 5:5). The greatest ornament in God's sight is 
"a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price" (1 Peter 3:4). "Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, 
and He shall lift you up" (James 4:10). The experience and life 
of a Christian is tersely described in that great word which came 
from the lips of our Lord after it had become evident that His 
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own people, the Jews, would not accept Him and the kingdom 
message. "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." This is the salvation experience 
which every human being may have. Accepting His gracious 
invitation, coming unto Him. Accepting Him makes of us new¬ 
born beings. But He also said, "Take My yoke upon you, and 
learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls" (Matt. 11:28-29). Such must be the Chris¬ 
tian's life after having experienced salvation. Nor must the true 
believer be concerned or occupied with great matters, which 
means ambitiousness to be great, to have a great name, seeking 
vain-glory, and to accomplish great things in the eyes of the 
world. One is reminded of the words of Jeremiah, which he 
addressed to his secretary Baruch. "And seekest thou great 
things for thyself? Seek them not" (Jer. 45:5). 

Humility and self-effacement alone lead to greatness. It is a 
lesson hard to learn, and many a young preacher and Bible teacher, 
who listens to the flatteries of others and believes in his own great¬ 
ness, should take this to heart. To become as a weaned child 
is a great achievement. The figure is beautifully expressive of 
the true humility of a soul chastened by failure and by disappoint¬ 
ment. As the weaned child no longer cries, and frets, and longs 
for the mother's breast, but rests still and is contented, because 
the child knows it is with its mother; so the soul is weaned from 
all discontentment, ambitiousness and self-seeking, or any kind 
of selfishness, waiting on the Lord, finding rest and contentment 
only in Him. Then we can indeed fully know what it means, 
"Hope in Jehovah." Asaph illustrates the weaned child's ex¬ 
perience. "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart 
faileth; but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion 
forever." 

This Psalm has a prophetic meaning. In the preceding Psalm 
we heard the cry of Israel out of the depths, longing for deliver¬ 
ance, seeking forgiveness of sins, waiting for the Lord to be gra¬ 
cious. That Psalm ended with the assurance, "He shall redeem 
Israel from all iniquities." And now this redemption is theirs. 
They have had a deep experience. One knows how haughty, self-
righteous, self-sufficient, self-seeking, ambitious, seeking great 
things at the expense of others the Jews are. But the time will 
come when they shall be born again and have a circumcised heart, 
then all will de changed. This brief Psalm describes their future 
humility and restfulness in the Lord. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SECOND PSALM 

This is a prophetic-Messianic Psalm. Its authorship has been 
attributed to David, whose name appears four times in the Psalm. 
But its Davidic origin has been questioned. Delitzsch says, "It 
is suited to the mouth of Solomon." Only in this Psalm the 
Ark is mentioned. The view that it was composed by King 
Solomon when the Ark of the Covenant was removed out of its 
tent habitation into the Temple is partly confirmed by the relation 
of the circumstances as they are given in 2 Chronicles 5:5-14. 
A close study will also reveal a kinship of this Psalm with the 
great kingdom Psalm, the Seventy-Second. Says Perowne, "It is 
perfectly natural that Solomon should write a song for such an 
occasion, speaking of the earlier efforts made by his father to 
prepare a habitation for Jehovah." 

On the completion of the work, Solomon's thoughts would 
inevitably revert to all the steps which had led to its accomplish¬ 
ment. It is no less natural that at such a time the promise given 
to David should seem doubly precious, that it should be clothed 
with a new interest, a fresh significance, when David's son sat 
upon his throne. It is, moreover, in favor of this view that 
verses 8-10 of the Psalm form, with one slight variation, the con¬ 
clusion of Solomon's Temple dedicatory prayer as given in 2 
Chronicles 6:41-42. 

Needless to say that the Psalm looks forward to Him who is 
greater than Solomon, to Him who will be king in Zion, David's 
son and David's Lord. 

I. The Covenant. (Verses 1-5.) 

Jehovah remember for (or to) David, 
All his troubles; 
Him who hath sworn unto Jehovah, 
And vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: 
"I will not enter into the tent of my house, 
I will not go up to the couch of my bed, 
I will not give sleep to mine eyes, 
Nor slumber to mine eyelids, 
Until I find a place for Jehovah, 
A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob." 

Historically this refers to David's anxious desire and anxious 
care that Jehovah might have a suitable earthly dwelling place. 
He had sworn unto Jehovah and vowed to the Mighty One of 
Jacob that he would not rest till he had accomplished this. Thus 
the king spake to Nathan. "And it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from 
all his enemies, that the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See 
now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the Ark of God dwelleth 
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within curtains" (2 Sam. 7:1-2). Then the prophet spoke un¬ 
guarded, hasty words, "Go, do all that is in thine heart; for 
Jehovah is with thee," which he had to withdraw after Jehovah 
gave him the message. There is no need to follow all these 
historical facts in detail, as they are well known to all readers 
of the Bible. 

But let us meditate on how all this foreshadows the work of 
David's promised Son, our Lord. Of Him it is written, "He 
shall build the temple of the Lord" (Zech. 6:12). He came from 
the heavens above, from the bosom of the Father that God might 
have a dwelling place amongst men. He came to make possible, 
what is impossible for man. He came so that the holy and 
righteous God might indeed dwell with men. If David had deep 
anxiety about his desire, if he gave himself no rest, thinking of it, 
concerned about it, day and night, anxious that Jehovah might 
have a dwelling place, how much more He, the Son of God and, 
according to the flesh, the Son of David. He became the great 
sufferer, and through His suffering God dwelling with sinful lost 
man became a blessed reality. 

We must leave it to the reader to follow this train of thought. 
It reveals God's gracious dwelling, through Christ our Lord, with 
those who believe on Him. Some day, when Christ returns, He 
will dwell with Israel and there will be on earth that great mil¬ 
lennial temple, which will be a house of prayer for all nations. 
And finally it will be true, what is written in Revelation 21:3, 
"And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and 
be their God." 

II. Departure and Return. (Verses 6-10.) 
Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah, 
We found it in the field of the woods (Jaar). 
So let us go into His dwelling tent, 
Let us bow down ourselves before His footstool. 
Arise, O Jehovah, into Thy resting place, 
Thou, and the Ark of Thy strength. 
Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness, 
And let Thy saints shout for joy. 
For Thy servant David's sake! 
Turn not away the face of Thine Anointed. 

Verses 6 and 7 present a difficulty. They refer evidently to the 
Ark when taken away from Israel and fallen into the hands of the 
victors at Kirjathjearim, remaining there for twenty years 
(1 Sam. 7) The word "woods" in the Hebrew is "Jaar," which 
must be the abbreviation of Kirjathjearim. But what does 
Ephratah mean? It has been identified by some expositors with 
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Bethlehem. But the Ark was never there. It is in all prob¬ 
ability the name of the district of Kirjathjearim. This is strength¬ 
ened by the fact that this place belonged to Caleb-Ephratah 
(1 Chron. 2:24). The verse brings into remembrance the fact 
that the Ark had been taken away from Israel and their worship 
had become impossible on account of it. But restoration followed. 
Ichabod, the glory is departed, had been written over Israel. 
But the Ark was restored. All points prophetically to that coming 
great restoration, when priests will be clothed with righteousness 
and the saints shout for joy. It will be accomplished by Him 
who is the true Son of David, the Lord's Anointed, Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

III. The Davidic Covenant Consummated. (Verses 11-18.) 

Jehovah hath sworn unto David in truth; 
He will not go back on it; 
Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
If thy children keep My covenant, 
And My testimonies that I teach them, 
Their children shall likewise sit upon thy throne for ever. 
For Jehovah hath chosen Zion, 
He hath desired it as an abode for Himself. 
This is My resting place for ever, 
Here will I dwell, for I have desired it. 
I will abundantly bless his provision, 
I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
I will clothe her priests with salvation, 
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 
There will I make the horn of David to bud; 
I have prepared a lamp for mine Anointed. 
I will clothe His enemies with shame; 
But upon Himself shall His crown flourish. 

It has been applied, what we read here, to Solomon, the great 
son of a great father. This is the interpretation of numerous 
commentaries. The fruit of David's body is not Solomon, but 
Christ. How all this is confirmed on the threshold of the New 
Testament! When Gabriel announced the birth of the Spirit-
conceived Son of Mary, he said, "He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto 
Him the throne of His father David; and He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no 
end" (Luke 1:32, 33). Read also Psalm 89:34-37 and the founda¬ 
tion passage of the Davidic covenant in 1 Samuel 7. The twelfth 
verse has not the meaning of a spiritual seed, but it means the 
natural descendants of David. Here we find an "if," a condition. 
Some have read into this the Church, but it has nothing to do 
with the members of the Body of Christ, but refers exclusively to 
the lineal descendants of David. 



THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THIRD PSALM 467 

The closing verses of this Psalm will be fulfilled when Christ 
our Lord shall occupy the throne of David. It is strange indeed 
that our brethren who reject and antagonize these prophetic-
dispensational facts cannot see this simple truth. Not only did 
Gabriel announce it to the Virgin-mother of Christ, but the 
Spirit-filled fisherman of Galilee, the Apostle Peter, bears the 
same witness. Speaking of David on the day of Pentecost Peter 
said, "Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according 
to the flesh, He would raise up Christ to sit on his throne—(David's 
throne)." It is folly to say that he meant that Christ would 
ascend and take His place at the right hand of God, and that 
throne in heaven is David's throne. So whoever questions the 
fact that Christ some day will fill an earthly throne, doubts 
Gabriel's message, and more than that, the message of the Holy 
Spirit given through Peter. 

Some day all will be fulfilled and the words of the Second Psalm 
will become history. "I have set my King upon my holy hill of 
Zion." Then nations will be given to Him for His inheritance, 
while Zion becomes His dwelling place, and redeemed Israel 
will shout for joy. And when He is crowned with His many 
diadems His enemies will be in the dust for ever, clothed with 
shame. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-THIRD PSALM 

Behold how good and pleasant it is, 
For brethren to dwell together in unity. 
It is like the precious oil upon the head, 
That ran down upon the beard,— 
Upon Aaron's beard: 
That went down to the edge of his garments. 
As the dew of Hermon 
That descends upon the mountains of Zion; 
For there Jehovah commandeth the blessing, 
Life for evermore. 

A beautiful gem is this short Psalm. Someone has said that it 
has "the fragrance of a lovely rose." While in preceding Psalms 
we have seen the glory of Israel's King, the coming Messiah-King, 
here we see Him as the Priest. Prophetically this Psalm shows 
us the time when our Lord Jesus Christ will be the Priest upon 
His throne. Then all Israel will be united in a wonderful brother¬ 
hood. How different it is today! What strife there is amongst 
them! What dissensions! In that day when the veil is taken 
from their hearts they will bow in worship before Him whom they 
once despised and rejected. 

This unity of the new-born nation, the believing Israel of that 
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coming day, is the result of the Holy Spirit. Aaron was anointed 
with the precious oil. The sons of Aaron were only sprinkled with 
it. But upon Aaron's head was poured the precious oil and he 
became the Cohen Hamoschiah, the anointed priest. The oil 
flowed from his head into his beard, ran down his garment to the 
hem of it. According to Jewish tradition two drops of the holy 
oil remained forever hanging on the beard of Aaron like two pearls, 
as emblems of atonement and of peace. So when He appears he 
is anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows (Psa. 45:7). 
Israel will become a sharer of His Spirit; it flows from Him upon 
the believing remnant of His earthly people, as the holy oil 
flowed down from Aaron's head. Such is the promise of Scripture, 
a future outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Israel of that 
coming day (see Joel 2:28). Isaiah tells us the same (Isa. 32:15). 
Then Israel's spiritual death is ended as well as all her unrest and 
misery. "Neither will I hide my face any more from them; for I 
have poured out My Spirit 'upon the House of Israel, saith the 
Lord God" (Eaek. 39:29). 

But while this is the prophetic meaning of this Psalm, a blessed, 
coming unity of Israel, we must not omit its typical application. 
Israel's Messiah is also the High-priest of His Church. The 
Holy Spirit rested upon Him, He was given to Him for His official 
work, not by measure. And those who believe on Him and are 
washed by His precious blood are sharers of His Spirit. The 
Spirit flows from the head to every member of His body. We are 
baptized by the same Spirit into one body. This produces unity, 
the unity of the Spirit, a spiritual unity. If it will be true of 
redeemed Israel that they dwell together as brethren in unity, 
how much more should this be true among the members of the 
body of Christ! Alas! the strife, the divisions, the increasing 
sectarianism, and with it the backbiting and vain glory amongst 
those who should dwell together in a blessed unity! What a 
stumbling block all this has been and what a hindrance to the 
work of the Spirit of God! 

And that unity of the Spirit bringing all into oneness is refreshing 
like the dew of Hermon. A traveler of long ago wrote, "Here I 
sat at the foot of Hermon, and understood how the dew drops 
which rose from its forest-mantled heights, and out of their 
ravines, filled the whole year with snow, after the sun's rays have 
attenuated them and moistened the atmosphere with them, 
descend at evening-time as a heavy dew upon the lower moun¬ 
tains." 

So the dew is likened to brotherly love. It brings refreshing, 
power and blessing. It comes from the heights above. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FOURTH PSALM 
Behold, bless ye Jehovah, all ye servants of Jehovah, 
Who stand by night in the house of Jehovah! 
Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 
And bless Jehovah. 
Jehovah bless thee out of Zion, 
He who made heaven and earth. 

This is the final song of ascents. It takes us into the sanctuary, 
and there is never ceasing, constant praise and worship. In 
Roman Catholic Churches frequently worship is held for twenty-
four hours, uninterrupted. They call it "perpetual adoration." 
At best it is nothing but a dead ceremony, lip worship. So many 
"Our Father's" and so many "Ave Maria's" blabbered as quickly 
as possible. Different will be that coming praise in Israel's 
earthly sanctuary. There will be indeed a perpetual adoration of 
Him who made heaven and earth and who became Immanuel, 
God manifested in the flesh, and who is now as the true Melchi-
sedec, the King of Righteousness, the King of Peace and the Priest 
in the midst of His redeemed Israel. Such praise awaits Him in 
Zion. 

During this age those who are redeemed by His blood and made 
nigh by the same blood have for their highest occupation praise 
and worship. We do not lift up our hands in an earthly sanctuary, 
but we worship in spirit and in truth, enabled to do/so by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, in the tabernacle above, where He still 
sitteth at the right hand of God. May we give Him perpetual 
praise and adoration. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIFTH PSALM 

This Psalm and the one which follows are Psalms of praise. 
The one hundred and thirty-fifth begins with Hallelujah and ends 
with Hallelujah. It represents Israel's praise for what Jehovah 
has done for them in their past history, especially for their deliver¬ 
ance out of Egypt and for bringing them to the promised land. 
But little comment is needed. 

I. The Call to Praise. (Verses 1-7.) 

Hallelujah! 
Praise ye the name of Jehovah; 
Praise ye servants of Jehovah, 
Ye who stand in the house of Jehovah; 
In the courts of the house of our God. 
Praise ye Jah, for Jehovah is good; 
Sing Psalms unto His name, for it is lovely, 
For Jah hath chosen Jacob for Himself; 
Israel for His peculiar treasure. 
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For I know that Jehovah is great, 
And our Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever Jehovah pleased, that He hath done. 
In heaven and in earth, 
In the seas and in all the deeps. 
He maketh vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth, 
He maketh lightnings for the rain; 
He bringeth the wind out of His treasuries. 

"Whoso offereth praise glorifies Me" (Psa. 50:23). It is praise 
which Jehovah seeks from His people, which glorifies Him and is 
pleasing in His sight. When the great temple of Solomon was 
finished and the Ark of the Covenant was brought in, we read of 
what followed. 

"It came to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, 
to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord; 
and when they had lifted up their voice with the trumpets and 
cymbals and instruments of music, and praised Jehovah saying, 
For He is good, for His mercy endureth forever, that then the 
house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the Jehovah" 
(2 Chron. 5:13). Jehovah answered the praise by His own glorious 
presence. Yet how little true praise Jehovah has received from 
the people He has chosen as the sovereign God for Himself. They 
are His peculiar treasure. It reminds us of the parable of our 
Lord concerning the treasure in the field, hidden in the field, the 
world. That treasure is Israel and the One who bought the field 
and the treasure in it is our Lord (Matt. 13:44). When the day 
comes and He claims the treasure and the field, for which He died, 
the true Israel will praise and worship Him. Then praise will burst 
forth from Zion. 

The third verse arrests our attention. "Sing psalms unto His 
name, for it is lovely." Does this refer to His Name or to the 
singing of psalms? Grammatically to the latter. Yet we can 
also think of His Name, of Himself; His Name is lovely, He is 
altogether lovely. 

And what a great statement it is, "Whatsoever Jehovah pleased, 
that He hath done." In heaven and in earth He executes His 
own will according to His own pleasure. All forces of nature are 
in His hands. They obey His will. How He proved it even in 
His humiliation, when He commanded the wind and the waves, 
the storm on the sea of Galilee, with His majestic, "Peace! Be 
still!" 

II. The Great Deliverance of the Past. (Verses 8-14.) 
Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, 
Both of man and beast. 
He sent signs and wonders in the midst of thee, O Egypt, 
Upon Pharaoh and upon all his servants. 
Who smote many nations, 
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And slew mighty kings; 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
And Og, king of Bashan, 
And all the kingdoms of Canaan; 
And gave their land for an inheritance, 
For an inheritance unto Israel His people. 
O Jehovah, Thy name (endureth) for ever, 
The remembrance of Thee, Jehovah, for all coming generations. 
For Jehovah judgeth His people, 
And repenteth Himself for His servants. 

Many times the Lord reminded His people of how He saved 
them from Egypt, dealt with that land in judgment, did signs and 
wonders in their midst, demonstrated His power, manifested His 
glory upon Pharaoh and his servants. Then as the God of right¬ 
eousness He smote nations and mighty kings who deserved His 
judgments, and finally gave them for an inheritance the land which 
He had promised to Abraham, His friend. Therefore His Name 
endureth for ever. Thus He had compassion on His servants. 

But that historical deliverance is typical of another. "There¬ 
fore, behold the days come, saith Jehovah, that it shall no more 
be said, Jehovah liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt. But Jehovah liveth, that brought up the 
children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands 
whither He had driven them; and I will bring them again into 
their land that I gave unto their fathers" (Jer. 16:14-15). When 
that greater deliverance comes He will again display'His judg¬ 
ments, and the nations, the kings and kingdoms, including dic¬ 
tators, who opposed His people, will suffer their ultimate defeat. 
Not political Zionism will regain the land of their fathers, but the 
Lord will give them the promised land as their inheritance. 

HI. The End of Idolatry. (Verses 15-18.) 
The idols of nations are silver and gold, 
The work of men's hands. 
They have a mouth and speak not; 
Eyes have they and see not; 
Ears have they and hear not, 
Nor is there breath in their mouths. 
They that make them shall be like unto them, 
And everyone that trusteth in them. 

The same words we found in the One Hundred and Fifteenth 
Psalm. Though Israel had seen the wonderful power of Jehovah 
in Egypt, in the Red Sea and in so many other ways, they readily 
turned to idolatry when they made a golden calf with mouth, ears 
and eyes. How they practiced idolatry of the worst kind we 
know from sacred history. The end of idolatry will come when 
their King is in their midst and has brought them to their land. 
"And the Lord shall be king over all the earth; in that day shall 
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there be one Lord, and His Name one." All false worship will 
cease and true world-wide worship begin. 

IV. The Coming Worship. (Verses 19-21.) 
O House of Israel, bless ye Jehovah; 
O House of Aaron, bless ye Jehovah; 
O House of Levi, bless ye Jehovah; 
Ye that fear Jehovah, bless ye Jehovah. 
Blessed be Jehovah out of Zion, 
Who dwelleth in Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah! 

This will be Israel's coming and perfect worship and praise. 
Perhaps the sentence, "Ye that fear Jehovah, bless ye Jehovah" 
refers to the nations who turn then to the Lord and join hi Israel's 
worship. They know the Lord dwelleth in Jerusalem, which 
according to the last verse in Ezekiel, shall then be known by the 
name "Jehovah Shamma"-—the Lord is there. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIXTH PSALM 

Well may we call this Psalm,—"The Praise of His Mercy." 
A better word for mercy is "Loving-Kindness." In the synagogical 
liturgy the Psalm is called "The Great Hallel," the great Halle¬ 
lujah. It is the true Israel's witness, not only in the past, but 
more so in the future. The early Church used this Psalm. It 
was on a certain night of February in the year 358, as recorded in 
Church history, that the great church of Alexandria, Egypt, had 
an all-night service, led in singing, in prayer and praise by Bishop 
Athanasius. It was well known that the Bishop was facing 
serious troubles from the side of the pagan government. Suddenly 
the church was surrounded by shouting soldiers. With calm 
presence of mind Athanasius arose and announced the chanting 
of the One Hundred and Thirty-Sixth Psalm. The vast congre¬ 
gation joined in thundering forth twenty-six times, "His Loving-
Kindness endureth for ever." Then the enemy burst into the 
doors but were staggered by the mighty singing. Swords flashed 
and riotous voices were heard. Athanasius retained his seat till 
the congregation had dispersed and finally he also disappeared in 
the darkness and found unharmed a refuge with his friends. 

Yes, twenty-six times the praise is repeated that His Loving-
Kindness endureth for ever. How joyfully we repeat it and we 
shall repeat it with all God's children again and again, till we 
shall all sing with glorified lips the praise of His Loving-Kindness 
in His own presence in glory. But what is sweeter now to the 
trusting heart than "His Loving-Kindness"! It is better than all 
earthly possessions, all earthly honors, yea better than life itself. 
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I. He Himself is Loving-Kindness. (Verses 1-3.) 

O give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is good; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Give thanks unto the God of gods; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Give thanks unto the Lord of lords; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 

In His Being, our God is Loving-Kindness; it is one of His 
great and blessed attributes and because it is, therefore it is like 
every other attribute, everlasting. But those who teach that 
His Loving-Kindness also embraces the unbelievers, the mass of 
people who reject and defy Him, who refuse Him who is the 
expression of His Grace and Mercy, are frightfully in error. God 
cannot be merciful and exhibit His Loving-Kindness at the expense 
of His Righteousness. God is rich in mercy, in Loving-Kindness, 
"For His great love wherewith He loved us" (Ephes. 2:4). That 
Love wherewith He loved us is seen at Calvary. Through Him 
who died for our sins God's Loving-Kindness covers all who believe 
and put their trust in Him. But what about those who refuse, 
who instead of trusting continue in their sinful lives and reject 
the saving hand of God through Jesus Christ our Lord? Read 
the answer to this question in your Bibles as written in John 3:36. 
No Universalist or so-called "Reconciliationist" has ever been 
able, nor will be able to give a satisfactory explanation of this 
passage. How true are Daniel's words of prayer, "O Lord, the 
great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 
that love Him, and to them that keep His commandments" 
(Dan. 9:4). But if we trust in Him, if we keep His command¬ 
ment, "Believing in Him whom He hath sent," He is our God and 
our Lord whose Loving-Kindness has neither measure nor end. 

H. His Loving-Kindness As Seen in Creation. (Verses 4-9.) 
To Him who alone doeth great wonders; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
To Him who in wisdom made the heavens; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
To Him who stretched out the earth above the waters; 
For His loving kindness endureth for ever. 
To Him who made great lights; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
The sun to rule over the day; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
The moon and the stars to rule over the night; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 

Several of the days mentioned in the first chapter of the Bible 
are mentioned here. All His great works in creation witness to 
His Loving-Kindness, although creation has been made subject to 
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vanity on account of man's sin; it is a groaning creation. Yet all 
His works praise Him. "O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! 
In wisdom hast Thou made them all; the earth is full of Thy 
riches" (Psa. 104:24). But what will it be when at last creation 
will be delivered through its Creator-Redeemer! Then His 
Loving-Kindness will shine forth in that coming morning without 
clouds. 

III. His Loving-Kindness in Redemption. (Verses 10-16.) 
To Him who smote Egypt in their firstborn; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. , 
And brought Israel out from among them; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
To Him who divided the Red Sea in parts; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And made Israel pass through the midst of it; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
To. Him who led His people in the wilderness; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 

Even greater than in creation His Loving-Kindness is manifested 
in redemption and His redeemed, His blood bought and blood 
washed people know it and praise Him for it. How tersely the 
Holy Spirit mentions it and yet what mighty truths gather around 
these brief sentences! We remind ourselves in reading these 
verses of that passover night when Egypt's firstborn were slain, 
and His people sheltered by the blood of the lamb so blessedly 
symbolical of Him who is the true Lamb of God. He brought 
forth His people from the bondage of Egypt, symbolical of our 
deliverance and separation from the world. He brought them 
forth and brought them in. The Red Sea, formed by His power, 
by the walls of water, into a grave, typifies death and resurrection, 
all pointing to Him, God's unspeakable gift of His Loving Kind¬ 
ness. The host of Pharaoh was overthrown. Israel saw their 
enemies dead at the seashore; it was His victory. And so our 
enemies are overthrown while He still leads His blood redeemed 
people through the wilderness, and as His Loving-Kindness 
supplied their needs so He does still. As He carried them in 
infinite patience so His Loving-Kindness still carries us till we 
reach the blessed home above. 

IV. His Loving-Kindness in Victory Over His Enemies. 
(Verses 17-22.) 

To Him who smote great kings; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And slew mighty kings; 
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For His loviiig-kindness endureth for ever. 
Sihon, King of the Amorites; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And Og the King of Bashan; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And gave their land for an inheritance; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
An inheritance to Israel His servant; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 

This past history permits much spiritual application; it is also 
a prophecy as to the future. The nations mentioned, the kings of 
power, were driven before Israel because the measure of their 
wickedness was full. It was His Loving-Kindness which gave 
His people the inheritance of the land as promised in the Abra-
hamic covenant. 

God will act once more in behalf of His people Israel, now facing 
the rapidly approaching great tribulation. Their promised land 
now sees conflict and disturbances; it will be more so in the very 
near future. The man of sin, Satan's masterpiece will be there 
with his blasphemies, opposing God and exalting himself. But 
God will not forget His people but will act in their behalf once 
more, and finally they shall possess their inheritance through His 
Loving-Kindness. 

V. The Millennial Praise of His Loving-Kindness. (Verses 
23-26.) 

Who remembered us in our low estate; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
And hath redeemed us from our adversaries; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
Who giveth food to all flesh; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 
O give thanks unto the God of heaven; 
For His loving-kindness endureth for ever. 

Such will be the praise of all the earth, led by His earthly 
people Israel, in the coming age. His Loving-Kindness will then 
be fully understood. We too can think of ourselves as Gentiles 
saved by grace. Ours was indeed a low estate, but He came and 
took us from the dunghill of our sin and shame (1 Sam. 2:8-10) 
and has given to us a higher place than Israel's, for we shall inherit 
the throne of glory. Then shall His Loving-Kindness in all its 
blessed fullness and meaning be our eternal portion, while Israel 
and saved nations will rejoice in all the earth. May we now in 
days of darkness and distress sing of His Loving-Kindness. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

The author of this Psalm is unknown. Some people, very 
much misinformed, think that David wrote the entire book of 
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Psalms. Such is not the case; only those were written by him 
which bear an inscription to that effect. It was an exile, perhaps 
a Levite, who had been carried away by Nebuchadnezzar when 
Jerusalem was laid in ruins and when the temple had been des¬ 
troyed, who wrote this Psalm. He was an old man and now back 
in the land of his fathers, for the edict of Cyrus, as foretold by 
Isaiah, had made this possible. He sees the devastation, the 
debris of what used to be the house of the Lord. He was a pious 
Israelite, and had a harp; perhaps he had been permitted to 
carry it along. But he could not use it. And now he tells out in 
language of poetic beauty the inner sufferings through which he 
and others passed on the banks of the Euphrates, expressing at 
the same time his great love for Jerusalem and his vengeance 
against Babylon. 

I. By the Rivers of Babylon. (Verses 1-3.) 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, 
Yea, we wept when we remembered Zion, 
We hanged our harps upon the willows 
In the midst thereof. 
For there they that led us captive 
Demanded of us a song, 
And they that spoiled us asked for mirth, 
Saying, Sing us one of Zion's songs. 

It would be difficult to describe the feelings and sorrows of 
these captives. They had been removed from their own land of 
beauty, from the banks of Jordan and the glorious mountains, 
with the waterfalls and charming scenery. Now they had made 
their home for seventy years in a flat country wholly uninteresting. 
Willows were on the banks of the great river and the many canals, 
for the land needed irrigation. In all probability the captives 
were housed in prison camps and employed in constructing water 
works. We can imagine how the natives from the great city of 
Babylon went out to these camps just to satisfy their curiosity, 
to see the long-bearded Jews and their families as they toiled. 
They saw them weeping and lamenting. They lamented not only 
on account of being in such a strange and uninteresting land, as 
the land of the Chaldeans, but they wept when they remembered 
Zion, their beautiful temple, the worship of Jehovah. All had 
ceased. They were tormented by terrible homesickness. Then 
the curious mob began to taunt them. It must have been some¬ 
thing like this—O ye chosen people with your boast in Jehovah 
your God, your claim of a coming son of David who will reign 
over the nations from sea to sea, let us have one of your famous 
songs" of Zion, written long ago by David your king! Take your 
harps, tune them, and then sing us one of Zion's songs! Perhaps 
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this taunting brought jeers from the crowd, who may have 
repeated the request—give us one of Zion's songs! The answer 
was the hanging of the harps on the branches of the willow trees. 

II. Israel's Answer, and Love for Jerusalem. (Verses 4-6.) 

How shall we sing Jehovah's song, 
In a strange land? 
If I forget thee, Jerusalem, 
Let my right hand forget! 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth 
If I remember thee not, \ 
If I exalt not Jerusalem above my chiefest joy. 

But how could they do such a- thing as to sing a holy song of 
praise and worship on the soil of a heathen land, steeped in 
idolatry! How could they lift ,up their voices in thanksgiving 
when they knew their temple was no more! How could they 
approach Jehovah at all without the blood of sacrifice! Israel 
sang the first song after they had passed through the Red Sea, 
when they had left Egypt, redeemed by the blood of the Passover 
Lamb. Israel's singing today in orthodox synagogues is nothing 
but a mournful chanting. It reveals no joy and no peace. The 
taunts of their captors brought forth nothing but tears. Nehemiah 
showed a similar mournful spirit. 

When he served as cupbearer at the king's table, he writes: 
"Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenence sad, 
seeing thou art not sick? And I said, Let the king live for ever! 
Why should not my countenance be sad when the city, the place 
of my father's sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are 
consumed with fire?" (Neh. 2:2, 3). 

At the same time they expressed their great love for Jerusalem 
in the strongest terms. How could they ever forget the wonderful 
city, with a wonderful past and a still more wonderful future. 
How could they forget the city with its hallowed memories, and 
recalling Isaiah's message of hope (Isa. 2), the city of future glory. 
Though still in Babylon far, far away, Jerusalem is their chiefest 
joy. And so the real Jew, not the mercenary apostates, financial 
and political schemers, who have abandoned the law and the 
prophets and profess atheism, but the Jew who holds on to the 
national promises given by Jehovah, he cannot forget Jerusalem, 
and generation after generation pray and hope for a restoration 
and blessing. Nor will he be disappointed. For as there was a 
return from the Babylonian captivity, so there will be a great 
return of all Israel from the four corners of the earth. 
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III. The Future Terrible Vengeance. (Verses 7-9.) 
Remember, O Jehovah, the children of Edom 
In the day of Jerusalem, 
Who said, Rase it, rase it, 
Even unto the foundations thereof. 
O daughter of Babylon that shall be destroyed, 
Happy is he who recompenseth thee, 
As thou hast done to us. 
Happy is he who taketh and dasheth 
Thy little ones against the rock. 

The latter statement is frequently used by infidels of every 
description, including the liberalists of Christendom. What a 
God, they say, who can inspire one to write that innocents, babes, 
should be dashed against a stone! Of course we as Christian 
believers, who are told to love our enemies, shrink from such 
language. Yet how often this very thing has been done by soldiers 
of military Christendom. Even worse today the bombings of 
unfortified towns, inhabited by non-combatants, and hundreds of 
mothers and their babes are cruelly dashed to pieces. 

There is God's law of retribution. No doubt the Chaldean hordes 
as they swept against Jerusalem were the instruments of God to 
punish unrepentant Israel. They were cruel, ripped open women 
with child, and dashed tender babes against the stones. As they 
did so should it be done unto them. As they sowed so would they 
reap. We can think here of Adoni-bezek. When the men of 
Judah caught him they cut off his thumbs and great toes. He con¬ 
fessed then in the following words: "Three score and ten kings 
having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat 
under my table; as I have done, so hath God requited me" 
(Judges 1:6,7). There is a judgment to come which will be exe¬ 
cuted according to God's righteous law. Babylon, and all the 
enemies of Israel, will receive their punishments accordingly. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

In the preceding Psalm we heard of the harps of Israel hanging 
silent on the willows of Babylon. In the Psalm which follows, 
the one hundred and thirty-eighth, they are in the hands of the 
godly and used in the praise and worship of Jehovah. It is a 
Psalm of David. This has been questioned, because the temple is 
mentioned, which was not in existence in David's day. But the 
word "temple" may also mean "tabernacle." Prophetically this 
Psalm describes Israel's praise for their deliverance and for the 
fulfilment of His promises, while the closing verses show the 
judgments of the Lord. We divide this prophetic hymn of praise 
into two parts. 
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I. Praise and Worship of a Redeemed People. (Verses 1-5.) 
I will give thanks unto Thee with my whole heart, 
Before the gods will I sing praises unto Thee. 
I will worship before Thy holy temple, and confess Thy Name, 
Because of Thy loving-kindness and truth, 
For Thou hast magnified Thy Word according to all Thy Name. 
In the day that I called Thou answeredst me; 
Thou didst make me courageous with strength in my soul. 
All the kings of the earth shall confess Thee, Jehovah, 
When, they hear the words of Thy mouth. 
And they shall sing of the ways of Jehovah, 
That great is the glory of Jehovah. 

Such will be Israel's praise of Jehovah in that coming day of 
their salvation, a praise with a whole heart. Now, outwardly, 
they chant praises, just as is done in ritualistic Christendom, but 
it is nothing but lip service. After their dark experience of "the 
day of calamity," the time of "Jacob's trouble," the predicted 
"great tribulation" and their future deliverance out of it, lip 
service will be changed to heart worship. But what does it mean, 
"before the gods will I sing praises unto Thee"? Luther and 
Calvin explained that the "gods" are the angels of God. Others 
think the gods are the idol gods of the nations. The better 
explanation is that it means those who are God's representatives 
in places of authority, such as judges and others. And all this 
praise and worship is on account of His loving-kindness, crowned 
in Israel's deliverance and restoration. 

The verse, as translated in the King James version, "Thou hast 
magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name" is rendered best by 
"Thou hast magnified Thy saying according to all Thy Name." 
It is difficult, if the authorized version is correct, to explain it. 
Some have read into it the exaltation of the living Word, the Word 
which became flesh, but that is far fetched, though, of course, it is 
true, yet not revealed in this Psalm. "Word" is really "saying." 
The explanation given in the "Numerical Bible" is satisfactory. 
The Psalmist has just been saying, "I will confess Thy Name, for 
Thy loving-kindness and Thy truth's sake"; and that is how he 
illustrates Jehovah's truth: "For Thou hast magnified Thy 
saying in accordance with all Thy Name," Thou hast fulfilled it in 
such a manner as to bring out all that Thy Name implies. 

They have cried unto the Lord and He not only answered their 
cry, but He gave them courage and strength. And so it is still. 
The prayer cry of His people in trouble and distress is answered, 
and at the same time spiritual strength is imparted from above. 

And here is a glimpse of the millennial kingdom to come. Kings 
and the nations confess the name of Jehovah, they sing unto Him, 
because they have heard the words of His mouth and see His glory. 
But that will not be till Israel becomes the great song leader and 
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has received her God-appointed place at the head of the nations 
of the earth. Israel's redemption song first, followed by rejoicing 
nations. 

II. Jehovah Exalted, the Judge. (Verses 6-8.) 

For Jehovah is high, and regardeth the humble, 
But the proud He knoweth afar off. 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
Thou wilt revive me. 
Thou wilt stretch forth Thy hand, 
Against the wrath of mine enemies; 
And Thy right hand shall save me. 
Jehovah will perfect that which concerneth me. 
Jehovah, Thy loving-kindness endureth for ever; 
Forsake not the works of Thine own hand. 

Jehovah is high; He is over..all. Yet He condescends to the 
lowly, He regardeth the humble, while the proud He knoweth 
afar off. Here too Israel is in view, the God-fearing ones, who 
walk in humility, who are suffering and pass through the deep 
waters of tribulation, while the nations continue in their arrogant 
pride. He regardeth the humble—the proud He knoweth afar 
off—as Christians this fact should always be before our hearts. 
Pride is the crime of the devil. It can never please God when 
tolerated in the hearts and lives of His people. God resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble (James 4:6). Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up. It 
was Israel's experience, they walked in the midst of trouble. 
Everything was against them. The enemies surrounded them, 
but the Lord acted in their behalf and delivered them from the 
wrath of their enemies. They were confident in all their troubles 
that His right hand would save them; who else can be meant by 
the right hand of God, but He who is at the right hand of God 
and through whom God executes all His purposes in redemption. 
All His purposes will be perfected and fully accomplished through 
Him. The last verse reminds us of Philippians 1:6. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-NINTH PSALM 

Well has it been said, "Nowhere are the great attributes of 
God—-His Omniscience, His Omnipresence, His Omnipotence—• 
set forth so strikingly as they are in this magnificent Psalm. 
Nowhere is there a more overwhelming sense of the fact that 
man is beset and compassed about by God, pervaded by His Spirit, 
unable to take a step without His control; and yet nowhere is 
there a more emphatic assertion of the personality of man as 
distinct from the Deity. This is not pantheistic speculation. 
Man is here the wdrkmanship of God, and stands in the presence 
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and under the eye of One who is Judge. The power of conscience, 
the sense of sin and responsibility, are felt and acknowledged, 
and prayer is offered to One who is not only Judge, but the Friend 
—One who is feared as none else is feared; One who is loved as 
none else is loved. One of the great Jewish teachers, Aben 
Ezra, pronounced this Psalm, ''the crown of all the Psalms." 

After reading it and meditating on it we too must say with 
David, the undisputed author, "Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me, it is high, I cannot attain unto it." Furthermore all 
believers will endorse David's statement in this Psalm, "How 
precious are also Thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the 
sum of them!" What a great blessing would come into the lives 
of God's people if they would read this Psalm more than they do 
and live in the blessed light of it. Reading and meditating on this 
Psalm will give us an assurance of God's presence with us, of His 
all-seeing eye and of our perfect security. It would keep us 
from worldliness, from ambition, and from everything else which 
even in the slightest way dishonors Him and grieves His Spirit. 
Our attempt to give a few words of exposition is but feeble. The 
last word can never be written. Like everything else in God's 
revelation, this Psalm is unsearchable, inexhaustible, just as God 
is in His person. 

I. His Omniscience. (Verses 1-6.) 
Jehovah, Thou hast searched me out and known me! 
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
Thou understandest my thoughts afar off. 
Thou searches! my path and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word on my tongue; 
But, lo, Jehovah, Ttou knowest it altogether. 
Behind and before Thou hast beset me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me. 
It is too high, I cannot attain unto it. 

We go back in history to the time of Abraham, the friend of 
God. He had listened to Sarai his wife and taken the Egyptian 
Hagar. We see her a fugitive in the wilderness from the cruel 
treatment of Abraham's wife. The Angel of the Lord, Jehovah 
the Son, met her and talked with her, and she called His name 
"Thou God seest me" (Gen. 16:13). It is an illustration of the 
opening words of this Psalm. All through the Bible we find the 
evidences of the omniscience of God and of our Lord as well. 
Though in humiliation, "He knew all things," the innermost 
thoughts of His disciples and the plottings of the enemy. That 
all-seeing eye is the same. He beholds all His creatures; nothing 
is hid from Him. Not a moment in our lives, day and night, is 
unobserved by Him. Even our thoughts before they ever come 
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into our minds, the thoughts which we think tomorrow, a month, 
a year later, all are known to Him. And here is a comfort for us. 
He knew the thoughts of worldly, carnal lust, the workings of our 
old nature; He knew its fruitage, what those thoughts produce, 
and before we could think them He loved us. Yes, He is ac¬ 
quainted with all our ways. So He also knows the secret schemes 
of the enemy, the power of darkness. Peter's case is a splendid 
illustration of this. Satan had asked for him, that he might sift 
him as wheat. Before Satan could ever execute his plans the 
Lord knew all about it and assured Peter, "I have prayed for 
thee that thy faith fail not." This still goes on constantly. 
What a comfort, we say it again, this divine omniscience is! 
Thou art acquainted with all my ways—should also be a mighty 
incentive to holy living. 

II. His Omnipresence. (Verses 7-12.) 

Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; 
And if I make my bed in Sheol, lo, Thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, 
Or dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
Even there shall Thy hand lead me, 
And Thy right hand will hold me. 
If I say, Surely darkness shall cover me, 
Even the night shall be as light around me. 
Even the darkness cannot be darkness for Thee, 
But the night is light as the day. 
The darkness and the light are both alike. 

In these verses we find the revelation of God's omnipresence. 
He and His Spirit are everywhere. He is filling the heavens. 
If we go down into the Sheol (not hell), the region of the unseen 
and unknown, He is there. The wings of the morning, stand for 
the sunrise in the East, the uttermost parts of the sea, the West. 
So from East to West, as well as from the North to the South, 
His presence is everywhere. There is no escape from Him. How 
foolish the attempt of Jonah to flee from the presence of the Lord, 
taking a ship going to Tarshish (Jonah 1:3). He soon discovered 
the great truth of this Psalm. He found the presence of the 
Lord in every part of this experience, even when he was in the 
belly of the great fish. And because God is everywhere and 
knows all things and has all power, His hand can lead us individ¬ 
ually and His right hand can hold us, no matter what earthly 
circumstances are. If a human being thinks that darkness can 
cover, he entertains a delusion, for darkness and light are relative 
only to man, the creature. God knows no difference, even the 
night is light for Him. 
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III. His Wonderful Display of Omnipotence. (Verses 13-18.) 

For Thou hast formed my reins; 
Thou didst weave me together in my mother's womb, 
I will praise Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Wonderful are Thy works, 
And my soul knoweth it right well. 
My frame was not hid from Thee, 
When I was made in secret, 
When I was curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being imperfect, 
And in Thy book were they all of them written,— 
Which daily were fashioned, 
When as yet there was none of them. 
How precious unto me are Thy thoughts, O mighty One! 
How great is the sum of them! 
If I could count them, there are more than the sand. 
When I am awake I am stlfl with Thee. 

These verses reveal God as the omnipotent Creator. David 
had not the physical knowledge of the human body which we 
possess, yet the knowledge he had made him write, "I am fear¬ 
fully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Thy works." Scientific 
research of the structure of the human body, the circulatory 
system, the digestive organs, the eye, the ear and other parts of 
the body, the brain with its marvelous cells, etc., has brought to 
light that we are indeed "wonderfully made." All reveals a 
wisdom which leads back to an all-wise Creator. How strange 
then that in spite of these great evidences of the wisdom and power 
of the Creator, man continues to reject the One whose workman¬ 
ship, physically, we are. It shows the darkness which sin has 
cast over mankind. We should remember in connection with 
David's words, the words of Job. "Thine hands have made me 
and fashioned me round about . . . remember, I beseech 
Thee, Thou hast made me as the clay; and wilt Thou bring me 
into the dust again? . . . Thou hast clothed me with skin 
and flesh, and Thou hast woven me together (correct translation) 
with bones and sinews. Thou hast granted me life and favor, 
and Thy visitation hath preserved my spirit" (Job 10:8-12). 
Omniscience is likewise mentioned. The imperfect substance 
refers to the embryo out of which the human body develops; 
His eyes beheld it all. And all was known to Him, all parts and 
their places in the body and their functioning; all written in His 
book, before anything of it ever existed. All refers to the wonders 
of the human body, the reins more particularly denote the soulical, 
the emotional in man. 

Some have applied it to another body, the mystical body of 
Christ, the Church, which is His Body. This is perfectly legiti¬ 
mate and permissible. That body is even more wonderfully 
made, woven together, made in secret, taken from the lower parts 
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of the earth, out of sin and degradation. His omniscient eyes 
saw that body complete from the beginning. All its members 
were written in His book "when as yet there was none of them." 

The meditation of all this produces praise. The deeper one 
searches in creation's realm and still more in the sphere of redemp¬ 
tion, the more one discovers the preciousness and the depths of 
God's thoughts. "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and the knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, 
and His ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33). "O Lord, how 
great are Thy works, and Thy thoughts are very deep" (Psa. 92:5). 
And all reveals His loving kindness, His merciful condescension. 
"How excellent is Thy loving kindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings" 
(Psa. 36:7). 

IV. The Condition of the Wicked. The Prayer of the Right¬ 
eous. (Verses 19-24.) 

Wilt Thou not slay the wicked, O God? 
Depart from me, ye bloodthirsty men; 
For they speak against Thee mischievously, 
As enemies to Thee they lift themselves up in vain. 
Should not I hate those that hate Thee, Jehovah? 
And do not I loathe those that rise up against Thee? 
I hate them with perfect hatred; 
I reckon them mine enemies. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
Prove me and know my thoughts; 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 

In the first part of this Psalm the righteous man speaks, speaks 
as guided by the Spirit of God. Then comes to his mind the 
wicked, those who deny God, do not believe on Him as their 
Creator, the fool-men who say there is no God. They take God's 
holy name into their mouths, but only to blaspheme. They are 
God's enemies; they lift themselves up, they plan and scheme, as 
Atheists do today, but in the end it will all be in vain and end in 
their defeat. And the enemies of God are also the enemies of His 
people; there can be no peace between the enemies of God and 
true children of God. 

The prayer is needful for every believer to pray. Calvin 
wrote the following on this prayer, "That man must have a rare 
confidence, who offers himself so boldly to the scrutiny of God's 
righteous judgment," and then he remarks that such a prayer is 
no evidence of self-ignorance or a presumptuous spirit, but of 
integrity of heart and the absence of all hypocrisy. 

Happy the Christian who prays thus every day! Who puts 
himself into the presence of the all-seeing eye of God, who stands 
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in His light, and is willing to have anything and everything which 
is not right brought to light and judged. This is the true walk 
"in the light." Even the thoughts must be so dealt with. In 
the New Testament it is expressed in this wise, "bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). 
Then there is the willingness to put away anything which is 
grievous to God and to His Spirit and to be led in the way ever¬ 
lasting. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTIETH PSALM 

This Psalm does not seem to have any connection whatever 
with the preceding one. It is a Psalm which brings before us 
prophetically the struggles of the last days, when the godly in 
Israel are facing the man of sin, the final false Messiah, the Anti¬ 
christ. The Psalm therefore is a great prayer, a prayer for deliver¬ 
ance and a blessed expression of confidence in Jehovah, who 
delivers and deals with the enemy and all who follow him. The 
Psalm contains another imprecatory prayer and ends with the 
assurance that the righteous will be victorious. 

I. The Prayer for Deliverance. (Verses 1-3.) 
Deliver me, Jehovah, from the evil man, 
Preserve me from the man of violence. 
They imagine mischiefs in their heart, 
Uninterruptedly they gather for war. 
They sharpen their tongues like a serpent; 
The poison of adders is under their lips. Selah. 

The evil man, the man of violence is the man of sin of the New 
Testament (2 Thess. 2). He will be the heading up of the seed 
of the serpent and will be manifested after God's purpose during 
this present age is fulfilled. That purpose is the out-gathering 
from all nations of the Church, and "the gathering together unto 
Him" (1 Thess. 4:17, 18). The old serpent, the dragon will then 
turn against the remnant of Israel and persecute them with his 
great wrath (Rev. 12). His malignant power will then be fully 
displayed; he, and not God, produces the great tribulation. 
Out of that night of Satanic delusion and persecution comes the 
cry of faith, "Deliver me! Preserve me!" 

God's waiting saints experience today the malice of the enemy; 
though we are not in the great tribulation, there is much suffering 
among God's people; the cry arises from many troubled hearts— 
"Deliver, preserve me!" 

II. The Prayer for Preservation and Assurance. (Verses 4-7.) 
Keep me, Jehovah, from the hands of the wicked, 
Preserve me from the violent man; 
They plan to overthrow my goings. 
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The proud have laid a trap for me, and cords; 
They have spread a net by the wayside; 
They have set snares for me. Selah. 
I said unto Jehovah, Thou art My Strong One, 
Hear the voice of my supplications, Jehovah! 
Jehovah, Lord, the strength of my salvation, 
Thou hast covered my head in the day of conflict. 

The prominence of prayer is noteworthy. In all their suffering, 
their persecution, their many trials and testings under the regime 
of the final great dictator, the little horn of blasphemy, their 
refuge is prayer, and still more prayer. Is it any different with 
us? Perilous days are upon us. Days of darkness and days of 
perplexities. Traps and snares are on all sides. The powers of 
evil attack all whose desire it is to live godly. Nor is it getting 
better. What then is needed is prayer. He will cover all His 
trusting people in these days of conflict. 

III. An Imprecatory Prayer. (Verses 8-10.) 

Grant not, O Jehovah, the desires of the wicked; 
Further not his wicked devise; lest they exalt themselves. 
As for the head of those who surround me, 
Let the mischief of their own lips cover them. 
Let burning coals fall on them; 
Let them be cast into the fire; 
Into deep pits, that they rise not again. 

Such prayers for divine judgment and divine wrath will be 
perfectly in order in the end days of our age, when the violent 
man is in control. They are all out of order during this age of 
grace. We do not pray for burning coals to fall upon our enemies 
to consume them. We do not pray that those who hate us be 
cart into the fire. Our instructions are the very opposite. "Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; 
for it is written, Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. 
Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" (Rom. 
12:19-21). 

IV. The Assurance of Victory and Blessing. (Verses 11-13.) 

The man with a wicked tongue shall not be established on earth, 
Evil shall hunt the violent man and overcome him. 
I know Jehovah will uphold the cause of the poor, and the right 

of the afflicted. 
Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto Thy Name; 
The upright shall dwell in Thy presence. 

The Psalm closes with the assurance of victory. Wickedness 
can n,ever last on earth. The violent man cannot prevail for 
ever. The mystery of lawlessness does not work for all times. 
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There is an end coming and the poor and afflicted will find their 
full deliverance. Then there will be praise and worship without 
end; the godly will dwell in His presence. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIRST PSALM 

This Psalm does not require much comment. It is a Davidic 
Psalm, but we do not know what personal history is connected 
with it, what experience he had which fits this Psalm. Some 
think it must have been during the persecutions of Saul, the mad 
king. Delitzsch expresses the opinion that it must have been 
written during the revolt of his son Absolom. But there is not 
much evidence to support this view. It is enough to know the 
Psalm was written in a time of distress. Its application to the 
coming struggles of the godly, waiting remnant of Israel can easily 
be made, corresponding to many similar Psalms. 

I. The Prayer Plea and the Desire to be Separated from the 
Ungodly. (Verses 1-5.) 

Jehovah, I cry unto Thee, make haste unto me, 
Give ear unto my voice when I call unto Thee. 
Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense, 
The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Set a guard, Jehovah, before my mouth; 
Keep the door of my lips. 
Incline not my heart to any evil thing, 
To practise wicked works with men that work iniquity; 
And let me not eat of their dainties. 
Let the righteous smite me, it shall be kindness, 
And let him rebuke me, it shall be an excellent oil 
That my head shall not refuse. 
For yet my prayer shall be in their wickedness. 

An old commentator says, "David was in love with prayer." 
He was undoubtedly the great man of prayer in the Old Testa¬ 
ment; the great man of prayer in the New Testament is the Apostle 
Paul. It should be said of every true Christian believer, of every 
child of God, that he is in love with prayer. The new life is born 
in prayer. Prayer is the breath of the new life; what breathing 
is, constant breathing, to our human bodies, that prayer is for the 
maintenance and growth of that new life which we receive in 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Furthermore, prayer is like 
incense, when that blessed and worthy name is connected with it, 
"prayer and praise in His Name." It rises through the Spirit's 
almighty power into the very presence of God, a sweet odor 
(Rev. 8:3-4). 

The words which follow show one of the conditions the Word 
of God imposes upon effectual prayer, separation from evil and 
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the ungodly. "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me" (Psa. 66:18). The same truth we find in the New 
Testament. "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, be¬ 
cause we keep His commandments, and do those things that are 
pleasing in His sight" (1 John 3:22). 

How needful today the prayer of three thousand years ago, 
"Keep the door of my lips." The Psalmist asks for separation 
from all evil things, that his heart, acknowledging its evil, sinful 
tendencies, may not practice wicked works in fellowship with the 
workers of iniquities. This fully acknowleges the presence of the 
old nature in the man of God. Nor does the man of faith want 
to "eat of their dainties," which means the pleasures of the world, 
the amusements for the feeding of the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes. How prominent they are in our days we all 
know; we see about us everywhere that professing Christians 
are "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 

He desires rebuke from the righteous, to be smitten by him for 
correction and admonition. Some have put in the word "God," 
so that it reads, "Let the righteous God smite me, it shall be 
kindness"; but that can hardly be done. In humility of mind 
he welcomes the reproof of those who are righteous, God-fearing, 
and looks upon the needed correction as excellent oil poured upon 
his head. 

How different from the spirit of many today who cannot stand 
correction, nor well-meant criticism, who resent it and look upon 
it as an insult. 

The last sentence of the fifth verse presents a difficulty. The 
Authorized Version "For yet my prayer also shall be in their 
calamities," is unsatisfactory. The better rendering is "against 
their wickedness." Delitzsch says on this verse, "We interpret 
thus: 'For it is still so (the matter still stands thus), that my 
prayer is against their wickedness,' i.e., that I use no weapon but 
that of prayer, therefore let me always be in that spiritual state 
of mind which is alive to well-meant reproof." Another Hebrew 
translation made by Mendelsohn puts it this way, "I still pray, 
whilst they practice infamy." He who has prayed in verse 3 to 
guard his lips in the presence of those who practice iniquities, 
seeks to keep himself separated from them and their dainties, 
allows himself to be chastened by the righteous, and yet he con¬ 
tinues to pray against their evil doings. 

II. The Coming Divine Separation of the Two Classes. (Verses 
6-10.) 

Hurled down upon the sides of the rock are their judges, 
And they shall hear my words, that they are sweet. 
As when one ploweth and cleaveth the earth, 
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Our bones are scattered at the gate of Sheol. 
But unto Thee, Jehovah, Lord, are mine eyes, 
In Thee have I taken refuge; leave not my soul destitute. 
Keep me from the snare that they have laid for me, 
And from the traps of the wicked rulers. 
Let the wicked fall into their own nets; 
While I pass by. 

The leaders of the ungodly, the wicked, the workers of iniquity 
in Israel were their own judges, as in the tune of our Lord His 
worst enemies were not the publicans and the sinners, but the 
religious leaders of the nation. Judgment is coming for their 
mis-leaders, expressed in the words, "hurled down upon the sides 
of the rock are their judges." Then when the Lord deals in 
judgment with those who perverted the people, the rest who had 
not fully shared in the evil doings of the nation will listen to the 
words of testimony of those they had formerly refused, when under 
the spell of false leaders, "They shall hear my words that they are 
sweet." The words, "Our bones are scattered at the gate of 
Sheol," reminds us strongly of Ezekiel's vision of the dry bones 
and their reconstruction and resurrection, a type of the coming 
national revival of Israel (chap. 37). When that comes, the 
judgment of the apostates of Israel, the turning of the rest to 
the words of the Lord, the great national and spiritual revival in 
Israel, then the voice of the righteous, the godly remnant in 
Israel will be heard. They find their refuge and salvation in the 
Lord. They are kept from the traps of the wicked rulers, while 
the wicked have fallen into their own nets. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SECOND PSALM 
Maskil of David; a prayer when he was in the cave. 

With my voice I cry to Jehovah; 
To Jehovah with my voice do I make supplication. 
I pour out before Him my complaint, 
My trouble do I make known before Him. 
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 
Then Thou didst know my path. 
In the way I walked have they hidden a snare for me. 
Look on the right hand, and see, 
No friend appeareth for me; 
Refuge hath failed me; 
No one careth for my soul. 
I cried unto Thee, Jehovah; I said—¬ 
Thou art my refuge,— 
My portion in the land of the living. 
Oh! listen to my cry, for I am brought very low; 
Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stronger than I. 
Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy Name— 
The righteous shall compass me about; 
For Thou wilt deal bountifully with me. 

This is the last Maskil Psalm. As we have explained the word 
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"Maskil" before we do not repeat here its meaning. To what 
cave does the Psalm refer? There are two caves mentioned in 
David's history. We mention first the cave of Engedi in 1 
Samuel 24. This cave has been located and is known today. 
It starts with a very small entrance but soon forms such a labyrinth 
of passages and vaults that even today explorers have been unable 
to penetrate it fully. We do not quote from the text what 
happened in that cave; but read the chapter yourself which 
gives the story. 

The other cave is the cave of Adullam (1 Sam. 22). "David 
therefore departed hence and escaped to the cave of Adullam; 
and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they 
went down thither to him. And every one that was in distress, 
and every one that was in debt, and every one that was dis¬ 
contented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became captain 
over them, and there were with him about four hundred men." 
This is the cave in connection with which David through the 
Spirit of God composed this Psalm. 

And here we must think of Him, the son of David according 
to the flesh, our Lord. As pointed out in our expositions again 
and again, the humiliation, the sufferings of David, as crownless 
king, are prophetic of the sufferings of Christ. Not everything 
in David's sufferings could be applied to our Lord, for David 
often suffered for his own sins, for which Christ could never suffer, 
for He had none. So here in this Psalm that bitter cry "no one 
careth for my soul" belongs rightly on His lips who was "despised 
and rejected"of men." But here is also foreshadowed the trust in 
God which He so wonderfully exhibited in His humiliation. He 
cried unto Jehovah His Father; He was His refuge. He made 
the Lord His refuge, the Most High His habitation (Psa. 91:9). 

And now the blessed and glorious results for all those who be¬ 
lieve on Him. As this Psalm says, we can cry unto Him, make all 
our troubles known before Him. No longer need any trusting 
heart say, "no friend appeareth for me; refuge hath failed me." 
He is our friend, the friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 
He is our refuge in whom we hide and find our perfect shelter. 
Nor can there ever be the soul agony, "No one careth for my 
soul"; He, the forsaken One, who died that sinners believing 
might live, He careth for all. As we make Him our refuge He 
becomes the captain of our salvation, just as rejected David was 
in the cave of Adullam. And so all trusting hearts can say 
joyfully "Thou art my refuge, my portion in the land of the 
living." Nor will that refuge ever fail. 

In still another sense this brief Psalm finds an application in 
connection with the suffering Jewish remnant, trusting in Jehovah, 
their struggles and their victorious deliverance. 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-THIRD PSALM 

This Psalm is a great prayer plea. David is the author and at 
least in part the Psalm expresses his experience. It is suited to 
the saints of God at all times but has a special significance during 
the days still to come, when godly Jews will suffer in the predicted 
great tribulation, which seems now so very near. The Hallelujah 
Psalms which end the book of Psalms are the answers to these 
prayer pleas. The Psalm before us appeals to Jehovah, to His 
faithfulness and righteousness, the covenant keeping God of 
Israel. We divide the Psalm into two sections: Verses 1-6 and 
verses 7-12. 

I. The Plea for an Answer According to Jehovah's Faith¬ 
fulness and Righteousness. (Verses 1-6.) 

Jehovah, hear my prayer, oh, give ear to my supplication; 
In Thy faithfulness answer me; in Thy righteousness. 
And enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
For before Thee no mail living shall be justified. 
For the enemy hath persecuted my soul, 
He hath crushed my life to the ground, 
He hath made me to live in darkness, 
Like those that have been long dead. 
And my spirit droops within me, 
My heart within me is desolate. 
I remember the days of old, 
I meditate on all Thy doing; 
I muse on the works of Thy hands. 
I stretch forth my hands unto Thee, 
My soul thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty land. Selah. 

The faithfulness and the righteousness of Jehovah stand out 
prominently in this prayer plea. The fullest meaning of it is 
found in the New Testament and not here. God's faithfulness 
and righteousness are revealed in the Cross, in the finished work 
of Jehovah—the Son of God. "If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just (righteous) to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). The prayer plea 
here looks to Jehovah as being faithful to the promises He has 
given to His earthly people Israel. This is their hope when they 
cry for help and deliverance in their day of calamity. "Thou 
wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and mercy to Abraham, which 
Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old" (Micah 
7:20). Nor will they be disappointed. When the many years of 
suffering were spent in Egypt, when they cried in their great 
affliction, it is written: "And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with 
Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God 
had respect unto them" (Exod. 2:24, 25). Not yet do we hear 
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ascending from the midst of persecuted Israel the plea which 
reminds Jehovah of His covenant promises. That believing 
remnant to come out of their midst is still to be formed by the 
action of the Spirit of God, but it will be formed, when "the 
fulness of the Gentiles has come in," when God's purpose in this 
age, the gathering of the Church, is finished. They will also 
understand what the modern Jew does not understand, that no 
living man can be justified before God. They will know that it is 
not "by works of righteousness," that man becomes righteous, 
but by Him who is the righteousness of God, a shiner is saved. 
Up to this time it is still true of the Jews what Paul wrote: "For 
they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one that believeth" (Rom. 10:3). 

The concluding verses of this first section describe the conditions 
in which they will find themselves before the prayer to Jehovah's 
faithfulness and righteousness is answered. They are persecuted, 
their life crushed to the ground, dwelling in darkness, like those 
long dead. Then they remember top the days of old, longing for 
deliverance, with a soul-thirst for Himself. 

II. Trust in Jehovah for Deliverance and in His Loving-
Kindness. (Verses 7-12.) 

Answer me speedily, Jehovah; my spirit faileth; 
Hide not Thy face from me, 
Or I shall be like them that go down to the pit. 
Make me to hear Thy loving-kindness in the morning. 
For I trust in Thee. 
Make known to me the way in which I should walk, 
For unto Thee do I lift up my soul. 
Deliver me from mine enemies, Jehovah! 
I hide myself in Thee. 
Teach me to do Thy will, 
For Thou art my God; 
Thy Spirit is good; 
Lead me into the land of uprightness. 
For Thy Name's sake, Jehovah, revive me again, 
In Thy righteousness Thou wilt bring my soul out of trouble. 
In Thy loving-kindness cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all the adversaries of my soul; 
For I am Thy servant. 

The second section of this Psalm reveals a deep trust in Jehovah 
as the only refuge and only hope. Faith looks for a speedy 
answer, for their spirit is tried to the utmost, acknowledging that 
if Jehovah hides His face, all will be hopeless and the end will be 
like those who go down into the pit. But he looks up. His trust 
is in Jehovah. A morning is coming when the clouds flee away, 
that morning without clouds, when His loving-kindness will 
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speak. As long as that morning has not dawned faith wants to 
walk in obedience to His will, hence the prayer, "Make known to 
me the way in which I should walk." He also is his hiding place 
in which is found deliverance from the enemies. It is a beautiful 
prayer which should come daily from the lips of every child of 
God, "Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God." The last 
two verses look forward to the prayer answer when Jehovah will 
act in righteousness and in loving-kindness in behalf of His tried 
saints. Then the enemies will be overthrown and all adversaries 
will be destroyed. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOURTH PSALM 

This is a Psalm of David. Its Davidic origin cannot be ques¬ 
tioned, for we find here similar expressions to those found in the 
Eighteenth Psalm. Its construction is simple, its spiritual lessons 
are written plainly, its prophetic application the same as we have 
discovered in so many preceding Psalms. 

I. What Jehovah is to His People. (Verses 1-4.) 
Blessed be Jehovah my Rock, 
Who teacheth my hands to war 
My fingers to fight— 
My loving-kindness and my fortress, 
My high tower and my deliverer, 
My shield, and He in whom I trust; 
Who subdueth the people under me. 
Jehovah what is man, that Thou takest knowledge of him. 
Or the son of man, that Thou makest account of him? 
Man is like a breath, 
His days are like a passing shadow. 

David's eyes were upon Jehovah. So are the eyes of all the 
godly in Israel looking to Him; our eyes too must be focused in 
faith on the same Lord. When finally the great future tribula¬ 
tion, which even now is rapidly hastening, when the final page 
of Israel's age-long history of sorrow and tears will be written, 
that faithful, believing, and waiting part of Israel, the remnant, 
will express their trust in Him in like manner. In the beginning 
of the eighteenth Psalm we find eight names of Jehovah: Rock, 
fortress, deliverer, God, strength, buckler, horn of salvation and 
high tower. In our Psalm only six are recorded. He is their 
rock, their loving-kindness, their fortress, high tower, shield, 
and deliverer. What Abraham heaird first from Jehovah's lips, 
"I am thy shield," they also confess; the shield which covers, the 
shield under which they find their refuge. From Him, and from 
Him alone they obtain the strength and the power to resist, to 
fight and to war during the great upheavals of the day of calamity 
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which sweeps over them. To Him they look to overthrow and 
subdue their enemies. Needless to point out that all this holds 
good for us likewise. The secret of victory in the believer's life 
is not in himself, not in his attainments, not in his experiences, 
but it is in Jehovah. "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). 

They acknowledge their nothingness, their helplessness, their 
unworthiness. What a difference between such a confession and 
the arrogant pride of self-sufficiency and self-righteousness which 
characterizes the Jewish people of today! 

II. The Prayer for Deliverance Through Intervention From 
Above. (Verses 5-10.) 

Jehovah, bow Thy heavens and come down! 
Touch the mountains and they shall smoke. 
Cast forth lightnings and scatter them, 
Send forth Thine arrow to destroy them. 
Put forth Thy hand from above; 
Rescue me, and deliver me out of great waters,— 
Out of the hand of aliens; 
Whose mouth speaketh vanity, 
And whose right hand is the right hand of falsehood. 
O God, a new song will I sing unto Thee, 
With a ten stringed instrument will I sing unto Thee, 
Thou who givest salvation unto kings, 
Who rescuest David His servant from the sword of distress. 

In the Eighteenth Psalm deliverance is celebrated in praise; 
here it is the subject of prayer in hopeful anticipation. Here we 
are reminded of that great prayer in Isaiah: "0 , that Thou would-
est rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down-, that the 
mountains might flow down at Thy presence" (Isa. 64:1-12). 
Both prayers fall into the same time. They are prayers for de¬ 
liverance, not through human agencies, but through divine 
intervention from above. They expect a person to come down. 
That person will save and deliver them, rescue them from their 
own unbelieving brethren and also from the aliens, the Gentile 
nations. They expect a hand from above to snatch them out of 
the great and turbulent waters of persecution and affliction. That 
hand is Christ, as expressed in a previous Psalm, "the man of the 
right hand" (Psa. 80:17). The One whom they reject will be 
their deliverer, just as Joseph, who was sold by his brethren to 
the Gentiles, and became their saviour, so He will save them. 
When that salvation, that deliverance comes, they will break 
forth in singing. 

III. The Deliverance and the Blessings Which Follow. (Verses 
11-15.) 

Rescue and deliver me from the hand of aliens, 
Whose mouth speaketh vanity, 



THK ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIFTH PSALM 495 

And their right hand is the hand of falsehood. 
That our sons may be as plants raised up in youthful vigor, 
Our daughters as adorned corners after the sculptured 

fashion of a palace. 
Our granaries filled full, yielding al! kinds of store; 
Our sheep bringing forth by the thousands and greatly 

multiplying in our pastures; 
Our kine bringing forth abundantly; 
With no more lamentations in our streets. 
Happy is the people that is in such a case, 
Happy is the people whose God is Jehovah! 

The intervention has taken place; the deliverer from above has 
appeared and now Israel receives the promised earthly blessings. 
They consist in earthly properties; their granaries are full; their 
herds multiply; all earthly wants are abundantly supplied; nor is 
there heard the cry of lamentation! Blessedness has come to His 
people. Happiness is pronounced upon them, for their God is 
Jehovah, He Himself in the midst of His people. Greater than 
earthly blessing are the blessings of His heavenly people, the 
Church. 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIFTH PSALlVtf 

This Psalm is the last of the Psalms which mentions David 
as the author. The inscription is "David's Praise." The Psalms 
which follow are all Hallelujah Psalms, each begins with "Praise 
ye the Lord" (the meaning of the Hebrew Hallelujah) and each 
ends with Hallelujah. So the book of this remarkable collection 
of inspired hymns of praise and prayer, and every soulical emotion, 
draws doxologically to its close. The praise expressed here comes 
from the lips and hearts of His redeemed and restored people 
Israel after they have acknowledged and accepted their once 
rejected Messiah-King, the Lord Jesus Christ. He Himself is 
the great song-leader in fulfilment of Psalm 22:22, "In the midst 
of the congregation will I praise Thee." Furthermore this 
Psalm is the last alphabetical Psalm, that is, each stanza begins 
with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in their order—Aleph, Beth, 
Gimel, Daleth, etc. But we find that one letter, the letter "N" 
(Nun) is omitted. Some critics maintain that a stanza was 
lost, dropped out through the carelessness of some scribe. This 
we cannot accept, for nothing of God's Word can be lost. Others 
have tried to explain it in some other way. The omission of 
the one letter makes, so to speak, the praise imperfect, something 
is missing, it is not the fullest praise. We fully agree with the 
late F. W. Grant's opinion as to the omission of this one letter. 
We quote his words: "I cannot but conclude that the gap is 
meant to remind us that in fact the fullness of praise is not com-
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plete without other voices, which are not found here, and that 
these missing voices are those of the Church and the heavenly 
saints in general." As we have so often stated in our expositions, 
the horizon of the Psalms is Jewish, it concerns Israel's suffering, 
Israel's future redemption and future glory, as well as praise. 
The Church, her place, her glory, her praise is unrevealed in this 
book. While in that coming day of glory, when Christ returns in 
visible glory, redeemed Israel will burst out in praiseful worship, 
in which converted nations will join and groaning creation delivered 
from its curse will mingle its songs of gladness, the choir of all 
choirs, the heavenly choir of the saints of God will also be heard. 
So the missing letter may indicate this. The Book of Revelation 
gives us that praise, which is missing in the Psalms. 

"And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Allelujah; salvation, and glory, and honor and 
power, unto the Lord God . . . and again they said Allelujah: 

. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunder-
ings, saying, Allelujah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth" 
(Rev. 19:1-7). 

The praise in the Psalm before us is threefold: Praise for 
the almighty and wonderful works of God (verses 1-7); praise for 
His loving-kindness (verses 8-13); and praise of the Lord as 
Governor and Upholder of all. 

I. Praise for the Almighty and Wonderful Works of God. 
(Verses 1-7.) 

I will extol Thee, my God, O King, 
And I will bless Thy Name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless Thee; 
And I will praise Thy Name for ever and ever. 
Great is Jehovah and greatly to be praised; 
And His greatness is unsearchable. 
Generation after generation shall magnify Thy works 
And shall declare Thy mighty acts. 
I will speak of the glorious splendor of Thy majesty 
And of Thy wondrous works. 
And they shall tell forth Thy mightily terrible acts 
And I will declare Thy greatness. 
The memory of Thy great goodness, 
They shall utter abundantly, 
And sing aloud of Thy righteousness. 

The praise and worship on account of the wondrous works of 
God's power is eternal, for ever and ever. Thus His works in 
time will and can never be forgotten in all eternity. Such praise 
should be the occupation of our little life-time; it should begin 
here. "Every day will I bless Thee." So when we take His 
Word and read there of His acts of power, of the revelation of 
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His glory, yea, even of His judgments, we can praise Him. As 
His people we also experience His wondrous works. We look 
about and see evidences of them and we praise Him for them. 
But how limited is our knowledge of all these works! How little 
we know of His wondrous works, of the greatness of His power, of 
the greatness of His goodness! Some day we shall know them 
all. We shall know our Bibles fully in that day "when we shall 
know as we are known"; we shall know His wondrous works in our 
own lives as we could not know them while in the flesh. Then 
we shall praise Him for ever and ever. 

We sometimes sing: "We praise Him for all that is past, and 
trust Him for all that is to come"; we can change it around and 
sing, "We trust Him for all that is past and praise Him for all 
that is to come." Our perfect knowledge will bring perfect praise, 
for ever and ever; our perfect glory will lead to the praise of His 
Name, Jehovah's Name, the Name above every other Name for 
ever and ever. We are happy Christians when we praise Him 
every day now, in days of joy, in days of sorrow, in days of light 
and in days of darkness. 

II. Praise for His Loving Kindness. (Verses 8-13.) 
Gracious and full of compassion is Jehovah, 
Long suffering and of great loving-kindness. 
Good is Jehovah unto all, 
And His tender mercies are over all His works. 
All Thy works praise Thee, Jehovah, 
And Thy saints bless Thee. 
They talk of the glory of Thy kingdom, 
And speak of Thy power; 
To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, 
And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 
Thy kingdom is a kingdom of all ages, 
And Thy dominion through all generations. 

And so we have here the praise of His loving-kindness, which is 
even greater than life itself. The beginning of this portion reminds 
us of that blessed Psalm, the one hundred and third (verses 8-9). 
We have a kind God. So David spoke of "the kindness of God" 
(2 Sam. 9:3). He had experienced the kindness of God and then 
came the impulse, as it should be with all of us, to show the same 
kindness of God to others. But what an expression, "His loving 
kindness"! Who can sound the depths of this loving-kindness! 
And in all His works, in spite of sin's marring devastation, His 
mercies are still all over His works. So all saints bless Him, 
saints here on earth, and saints up yonder in glory. They are 
occupied with the glory of His kingdom and speak of His power. 
May not this give us a glimpse of the saints above and their 
occupation! What visions they must have! And that kingdom 
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is in evidence in all ages till finally it will be gloriously consum¬ 
mated in the promised millennial kingdom. We agree with 
Franz Delitzsch: "God's kingdom is a kingdom of all aeons, and 
His dominion is manifested in all periods or generations. . . . " 
All things in heaven and on earth shall be gathered together in the 
all-embracing kingdom of God in His Christ, which is the goal 
of all history" (Ephes. 1:10). 

III. The Praise of the Lord as the Governor and Upholder 
of All. (Verses 14-21.) 

Jehovah is the upholder of all that fall 
And raiseth up all that are bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait on Thee, 
And Thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Thou openest Thy hand, 
And satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 
Jehovah is righteous in all His ways, 
And gracious in all His works. 
Jehovah is nigh to all that call upon Him— 
To all that call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him, 
He heareth their cry and saveth them. 
Jehovah preserveth all that love Him; 
But all the wicked will He destroy. 
My mouth shall speak the praise of Jehovah, 
And let all flesh bless His holy name. 

In this concluding section praise is given to Jehovah as the 
Governor and Upholder of all. His blessed hands once pierced 
for us on the Cross, uphold all things. He who upholds the 
universes reaches down to the creatures of the dust who acknowl¬ 
edge, fear and love Him, and when they fall, He upholds. He 
delights in those who are bowed down and raiseth them up. And 
He provides for all His creatures. His bountiful hand scatters 
blessing, satisfying the desire of every living thing. He gives 
"meat in due season." True, the curse still rests upon all creation, 
hence its groans and moans. Some day all will be changed, when 
He is upon the throne. His righteousness, His graciousness and 
glory will then be fully revealed. Yet even today it is true, "He 
is gracious in all His works." All who believe on Him know, 
"that He is nigh to all that call on Him. . . . He heareth their 
cry and saveth them." He is the preserver of His people, and 
the wicked will be dealt with in judgment. Let every child of 
God today do what David states, "My mouth shall speak the 
praise of Jehovah," and, look forward to the coming day, "when 
all flesh will bless His holy Name." 
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THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SIXTH PSALM 

The five concluding Psalms of this great book are all Psalms 
of praise. Each begins with "Praise ye the Lord"—Hallelujah— 
and each ends with a Hallelujah. No longer do we hear any¬ 
thing of conflict, of suffering, of night experiences. All moans 
and groans are hushed; no longer do we read of agonizing prayers 
for deliverance, prayers for help and restoration, nor is there 
found a single imprecatory prayer, calling for divine interference 
from above. Praise, thanksgiving, worship is found everywhere; 
yes, judgment is mentioned, but it is a part of His glory in which 
the saints participate. 

It is a great lesson which is written in this majestic ending of 
the book of Psalms. We have followed the astonishing arrange¬ 
ment of the Psalms, arranged through an unknown instrument 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We discovered the great 
prophecies concerning the sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow. We saw in many of these prophetic Psalms the 
pre-written history of His earthly people Israel, their dispersion, 
their sufferings and judgments; we learned of a faithful remnant 
and their work in bearing witness, their longings for the home¬ 
land. We found revealed the great turning point in their history, 
when King Messiah appears in majesty and great glory, when 
sighing gives way to singing, and covenant blessings are showered 
upon them. What is the goal of it all? The great Hallelujah 
chorus, the praise of Jehovah, God the Son, who suffered and 
died, rose from among the dead, became the Man at the right 
hand of God and returned and whose kingdom is now established 
on the earth. His promises are fulfilled; glory dwells in Im-
manuel's land; a redeemed Israel is the song-leader of earthly 
praise, the nations of the earth join in it and all creation sings the 
new song. 

And so it is in the last book of God's Word, the book of Revela¬ 
tion. Here we see prophetically the mighty struggles of the 
future, the end of the age, the conflicts and judgments which will 
then take place. The Satan-inspired leaders, the two beasts, 
are on the scene, the same godly remnant we see also in Revelation 
as we saw that remnant in the Psalms. The Hallelujah times in 
the last book of the Bible begin with the return of the King and 
not before (chapter 19). 

I. The Praise of Jehovah. (Verses 1-2.) 
Hallelujah! 
Praise Jehovah, O my soul. 
While I live I will praise Jehovah, 
I will sing praises to my God while I have being. 
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Three times the word "Jehovah" appears in the opening verses 
of this Psalm. So it is in the Aaronitic blessing of Numbers 6:24-
26. "Jehovah bless thee and keep thee; Jehovah make His face 
to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; Jehovah lift up His 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace." It is the triune 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. His praise, the praise of His 
Name, the praise for all He is, for all He has done for us, should 
be the joyful occupation of all His people. Why do we not praise 
Him more, the One who is all-glorious, whose Name is wonderful? 
Because we are often so little occupied with Him, we rejoice so 
little in His loving-kindness. The more we know Him and rejoice 
in His redeeming love, and also live practically that salvation, the 
more we search and seek for Him in His Word and are in prayer-
communion with Him, the greater will be our praise and our 
worship. "While I live I will praise Jehovah." 

II. His Gracious Deeds and Condescension. (Verses 3-10.) 
Put not your trust in princes, 
In the Son of man in whom is no salvation. 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
In that very day his purposes perish. 
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
Whose hope is in Jehovah his God. 
Who made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that is therein; 
Who keepeth truth for ever. 
Who executeth judgment for the oppressed, 
Who giveth bread to the hungry; 
Jehovah looseth the prisoners; 
Jehovah openeth the eyes of the blind; 
Jehovah raiseth those that are bowed down; 
Jehovah loveth the righteous; 
Jehovah preserveth the strangers; 
He sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
But the way of the wicked He turneth upside down. 
Jehovah shall reign for ever, 
Thy God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Hallelujah! 

Years ago an orthodox Jew visited the writer. He stated that 
he had read the New Testament and found the title of Jesus of 
Nazareth so often mentioned as "the son of man." He then de¬ 
clared that there is a warning in the Old Testament not to trust 
the son of man. As we asked him for the passage he quoted from 
this Psalm, "Trust not . . . in the son of man in whom is no 
salvation." We explained to him that if our Lord had been only 
the son of man and nothing else, if He had not been Immanuel, 
the virgin-born Son of God, if it were not true as Isaiah stated it, 
that He is the child born and the Son given, there would be no 
salvation in Him. But he came God's Son and appeared in the 
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form of man for our redemption. His argument showed the 
blindness of the Jew. The statement is given in this Psalm, that 
man is sinful, that there is no hope hi man, he is a finite creature 
and turns to dust. There is but One in whom salvation and all 
man's needs is found, the God of Jacob, the loving Jehovah. 

While in the beginning of this Psalm we found Jehovah men¬ 
tioned three times, hi the closing verses, including the closing 
Hallelujah, He is mentioned eight times. 

And what a Jehovah He is! He is creator of all things, He 
made heaven and earth and all that is in the sea. He keepeth truth 
for ever, He is a covenant keeping Jehovah. His gracious deeds 
and condescension are once more put before us. He looks after 
the oppressed; He gives bread to the hungry; prisoners are loosed 
by Him, the prisoners of sin; the eyes of the blind are opened", 
those who are bowed down are raised up by Him; the fatherless 
and the widows are sustained by Hun; the strangers too are not 
forgotten. He will reign as Zion's God and ruler, when the 
enthronement predicted in the second Psalm takes place. 

Happy indeed is he who knows this God of Jacob, who knows 
the Mighty One, full of grace and truth, who hath Him for his 
help. Hallelujah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SEVENTH PSALM 

The Hallelujah Chorus increases in volume, its sweep becomes 
greater and greater. Critics claim that the Psalm falls into the 
period of restoration, carried on by Ezra and Nehemiah after the 
Babylonian captivity had ended. This is only a theory. The 
Psahn celebrates in holy praise a far greater restoration than the 
return of a few thousand captives and the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
and the temple. The Psalm is best divided into two sections. 
Verses 1-11 and verses 12 to 20. We comment briefly on some of 
the precious statements given. 

I. The Call to Praise and the Reasons for Praise. (Verses 
1-11.) 

Hallelujah! 
For it is good to sing praises unto our God, 
For it is pleasant; praise is comely. 
The builder of Jerusalem is Jehovah 
He gathereth the outcasts of Israel; 
He healeth the broken in heart, 
And bindeth up their wounds. 
He telleth the number of the stars; 
He calleth them all by names. 
Great is our Lord, and of great power; 
His understanding is infinite. 
Jehovah lifteth up the meek; 
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He casteth the wicked down to the ground. 
Sing unto Jehovah with thanksgiving, 
Sing praise unto our God upon the harp. 
Who covereth the heavens with clouds, 
Who prepareth rain for the earth, 
Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 
To the beasts he giveth food; 
To the young ravens which cry. 
He delighteth not in the strength of the horse, 
He taketh no pleasure in the legs of a man. 
Jehovah taketh pleasure in those that fear Him, 
In those that hope in His loving-kindness. 

Another Psalm begins in a similar way. "Rejoice in Jehovah, 
O ye righteous; for praise is comely for the upright" (Psa. 33:1). 
He is worthy of all praise, and those who have tasted that the Lord, 
Jehovah our Saviour-Lord, is good and merciful, who know His 
wonderful salvation, know that praise is comely. As we praise 
Him we exercise our holy priesthood and praises are our true 
spiritual sacrifices. The praise which stands foremost in this 
Psalm is the praise of the redeemed remnant of Israel. They 
acknowledge now that Jehovah is the builder of Jerusalem. Vain 
is the hope which the Jews have today in regaining their old home 
land, through a British mandate, or some other political combi¬ 
nation. Psalm 102:16 reveals when Jerusalem and how Jerusalem 
will be built and mercy shall rest upon Zion. "When Jehovah 
shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory." The outcasts 
of Israel will then be gathered and the foolish invention of "Anglo 
Israel" will disappear forever. Then the broken hearted, those 
who passed through the great tribulation of the end-days of the 
age will be healed, and like the great physician He is He will bind 
up their wounds. Is there a true believer who does not know how 
the Lord does these things for His own even now! 

Then faith looks up into the glorious heavens, the heavens which 
declare the glory of God. The Lord said to Abraham, "Look 
now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number 
them" (Gen. 15:5). Astronomy, that wonderful science, which 
reveals the wonders of the heavens, tells us that there is no possi¬ 
bility to number the stars of the heavens. No human figures 
exist, no billions, trillions or quadrillions can express their vastness, 
they are innumerable. Yet He who created them, called them 
into existence does more than tell their numbers, He has a namr 
for each. Read also Isaiah 40:26. What a wonderful Lord He 
is! And as He knows the stars and calleth them by name, so 
He knows all His own and calleth all His sheep by name. Who 
can estimate His power! Who can tell out His greatness! All 
He is and all He does is infinite. He nevertheless stoops down to 
lift 'up the meek; that is another blessed phase of His greatness. 
On the other hand He casteth the wicked to the ground. 
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And creation witnesses to all this likewise. The heavens are 
covered by clouds, to bring refreshing showers to the earth. 
Food is provided for animal creation. The marring things in 
creation have been brought about by sin. But does He delight 
in the mere material things, like the horse in its strength, or the 
strong legs of a man? In these things He has no pleasure. His 
pleasure is in those that fear Hun; in those who only hope in His 
loving-kindness. So let us fear Him more, with a godly fear; 
let us cast ourselves entirely upon His loving-kindness and we 
shall delight our great and loving Jehovah, Creator and Re¬ 
deemer. 

II. The Praise of Jerusalem and of the Earth. 

Praise Jehovah, O Jerusalem, 
Praise thy God, O Zion, 
For He hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; 
He hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He giveth peace in thy borders, 
And filleth thee with the finest of wheat. 
He sendeth forth His commandment upon earth, 
His Word runneth very swiftly. 
He giveth snow like wool; 
He scattereth the hoar frost like ashes. 
He casteth forth His ice as morsels, 
Who can stand before His cold? 
He sendeth out His Word and melteth them; 
He causeth His wind to blow—the waters flow. 
He declareth His Word unto Jacob, 
His statutes and His judgments unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation, 
And as for His judgments, they have not known them. 

Hallelujah. 

The divine request, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem" is now 
answered. The King has come to Jerusalem, the King of fight-
eousness and the King of peace. Jerusalem has become literally 
what the prophets so wonderfully predicted. "O thou afflicted, 
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, I will lay thy stones with 
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will 
make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all 
thy borders pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be taught 
of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children. In 
righteousness shalt thou be established; thou shalt be far from 
oppression; for thou shalt not fear, and from terror; for it shall 
not come near thee" (Isa. 54:11-14). Then shall heaven and 
earth break forth in praiseful worship and in singing. "Sing 
O heavens, and be joyful O earth, and break forth into singing, 
O mountains; for Jehovah hath comforted His people, and will 
have mercy upon his afflicted" (Isa. 49:13). 

Peace, prosperity and satisfaction are now the blessed possessions 
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of His redeemed people. Then the great change for the earth has 
also come. His Word goeth forth and runneth swiftly. All 
nature is in harmony and owns its Creator; and Israel is at last 
the obedient nation. Hallelujah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-EIGHTH PSALM 

Hallelujah! But who is able to understand the fullest praise of 
heaven and earth which this Psalm contains.. To understand it 
all God's people will have to wait till they themselves, no longer 
hindered by these bodies of our humiliation, these mortal, death 
doomed bodies are no more, till we all have our share and part 
in the heavenly praise and worship. 

I. The Praise in the Heavenlies. (Verses 1-6.) 
Hallelujah! 
Praise Jehovah from the Heavens, 
Praise Him in the heights. 
Praise Him all His angels; 
Praise Him all His hosts. 
Praise Him sun and moon; 
Praise Him all ye stars of light. 
Praise Him ye heavens of heavens, 
And ye waters which are above the heavens. 
Let them praise Jehovah's name, 
For He commanded and they were created. 
And He established them for ever and ever; 
He hath given them a degree which shall not pass. 

The praise begins with the heavenly sphere, with the things 
above. This is the divine order. When that great Hallelujah 
chorus will be heard, the great finale of God's unfinished redemp¬ 
tion symphony, its first notes of praise and rejoicing are not 
heard on earth, they come from above. Here at least is a hint of 
a heavenly company, whose praise and worship stands first, even 
before the praise of the world of unseen spirits, the angels of God. 
That praising company is itself "higher than the angels." They 
occupy a place in the heights, the heights of heaven, where sera¬ 
phim must veil their faces. 

Marvelous truth so fully revealed in the New Testament! In 
the highest heavens, in that third heaven, is a large company of 
redeemed ones. That company is the Church, the body and the 
bride of Christ. Through the long promised and long expected 
rapture the body has been united with the Head in glory; the 
bride has been joined to the Bridegroom to become symbolically 
the Lamb's wife. Mighty Hallelujahs are now heard from these 
heights of glory (Rev. 19:1-8). What is written in the Ephesian 
epistle is now fulfilled, principalities and powers in heavenly places 
behold in the glorification of the true Church the manifold wisdom 
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of God (Ephes. 3:10). What Hallelujahs we shall sing, when He 
brings His many sons unto glory, when we all shall be like Him, 
that He might be the first begotten among many brethren! 

Then the angels and all the heavenly hosts shout their adoring 
praises, their mighty Hallelujahs. The whole universe vibrates 
then with this praise. And if the stars are the glorious habitations 
of these wonderful spirit-beings, star will answer star with Halle¬ 
lujahs. Sun and moon, all the stars of light, the heavens of heavens 
and the mysterious waters above these heavens will praise 
Jehovah's name. 

II. His Praise From the Earth. (Verses 7-14.) 

Praise Jehovah from the earth 
Ye monsters of the depths. 
Fire and hail, snow and vapor, 
Hurricane fulfilling His Word. 
Mountains and all hills, 
Fruitful trees and all cedars. 
Beasts and all cattle, 
Creeping thing, and bird of wing; 
Kings of the earth and the entire human race; 
Princes and all judges of the earth; 
Both young men and maidens; 
Old men with youths. 
Let them praise Jehovah's name; 
For His Name alone is exalted. 
His majesty is above the earth and heaven. 
And He exalteth the horn of His people: 
The praise of all His saints, 
Even of the children of Israel, a people near unto Him. 

Hallelujah! 

Now follows the praise of Jehovah from the lower spheres, from 
the earth. The monsters of the depths, that is, the depths of the 
vast oceans are mentioned first. While there is a wonderful 
animal life upon the earth, in the waters is found still another life. 
They have measured the depths of an ocean. The deepest is 
30,000 feet; and there are other depths which have never been 
sounded. Way down in these depths is a world by itself, which 
never yet has been explored by scientists; in all probability that 
world will never be known to man. In it are moving the great 
sea monsters. The Creator knows them all, as He knows every 
star in the universe above. And these creatures of His hands 
praise Him. Then the products of the air are mentioned. Fire 
and hail, electricity is here included; snow which becomes vapor. 

Even the hurricane which sweeps over the earth obeys His Word 
and must praise Him. Mountains towering in majestic ranges, 
the lower hills, fruit trees, cedars, beasts, cattle, the creeping things, 
and the birds, all must praise Hun and will praise their Creator and 
Restorer Who ends the groans of creation. Then we find men-
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tioned the kings of the earth, the entire human race, princes and 
judges, young and old. They are called upon to praise Jehovah's 
name. His name alone will be exalted in that day of His visible 
and glorious manifestation (see Zech. 14). 

In that happy coming Hallelujah age Israel is no longer far 
away, but near unto Him. They will be the great nation of praise, 
the great song leader on earth. Hallelujah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINTH PSALM 

In this Psalm the Hallelujah continues, but here we also find 
judgment prominently mentioned. It is a reminder that the estab¬ 
lishment of the kingdom of righteousness and peace is connected 
with the mighty judgments of the Lord. This is indeed the revela¬ 
tion in all the prophetic Scriptures. That kingdom, which has its 
seat in Zion is not peaceably brought about, not gradually by some 
religious evolutionary process, but by the judgments of the nations. 
Before the fullest praise can sweep over the earth and the great 
Hallelujah chorus is heard, He must execute the predicted judg¬ 
ments, rule with the rod of iron and smash them as potter's vessels. 

I. The Praise of the Saviour—King by Redeemed Israel. 
(Verses 1-2.) 

Hallelujah! 
Sing unto Jehovah a new song, 
His praises in the assembly of the godly. 
Xet Israel rejoice in Him that made him; 
Let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
Let them praise His name in the dance; 
Praise Him with timbrel and harp. 
For Jehovah taketh pleasure in His people; 
He beautifieth the meek with salvation. 

As in the millennial Psalms, in the fourth section (Psa. 95-100) 
singing breaks forth. What Isaiah wrote so beautifully is now 
at hand. "Sing, O heavens, and be joyful O earth; and break 
forth into singing, O mountains; for Jehovah hath comforted His 
people, and will have mercy upon His afflicted" (Isa. 49:13). 
Redeemed Israel is in the foreground; the leader of His praises 
on the earth. At last they know who the deliverer is, "He that 
made him" (Israel), the Creator-Redeemer, Jehovah the Son. 
His throne is now established in Zion; the once rejected Christ is 
gloriously enthroned. "Yet have I set My King upon My holy 
hill of Zion," is now fulfilled. He rejoices in His people, and they 
rejoice in Him. The meek are adorned with His salvation. At 
last Israel is the forgiven, the cleansed, the restored nation, which 
shows forth His praises, "Sing O daughter of Zion; shout O Israel; 
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be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 0 daughter of Jerusalem. 
Jehovah hath taken away thy judgments, He hath cast out thine 
enemy; the King of Israel, even Jehovah, is in the midst of thee; 
thou shalt not see evil any more. In that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem, Fear thou not, and to Zion, Let not thine hands be 
slack. Jehovah thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will 
save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, 
He will joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. 3:14-17). Scores of 
similar promises to Israel are now gloriously fulfilled. 

II. The Judgment of Nations. (Verses 5-9.) 
Let the godly be joyful in glory, 
Let them sing aloud upon their beds. 
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
And a two-edged sword in their hand; 
To execute vengeance upon the nations 
Punishment on the different races; 
To bind their kings with chains, 
And their nobles with fetters of iron. 
To execute upon them the judgment written. 
Such honor have all His saints. 

Hallelujah! 

The godly are the godly, triumphant remnant of Israel, which 
passed through the days of Jacob's trouble, but were saved out 
of it. They are now rejoicing; they have at last found rest and 
enjoy peace, hence their songs of praise. 

Some Christians have a wrong conception as to what will happen 
when Christ, Israel's King, returns in visible power and glory. 
They think immediately upon His return His Kingdom of peace 
will be established. Now the kingly reign of our Lord is fore¬ 
shadowed in the Old Testament by the reign of David and his son 
Solomon. King David was a man of war; he had to deal with 
Israel's enemies, he had to deal with them according to the prin¬ 
ciples of God's righteousness and the law of retribution. Solomon 
was the King of peace. Righteousness and its demands came first 
and peace followed. Our Coming Lord is the King of righteousness 
and the King of peace. Before that beautiful prophecy of the 
Seventy-second Psalm can become real, when He reigns in peace 
and there will be an abundance of peace, the Second Psalm must 
be enacted by Him. "Ask of Me and I will give thee the nations 
for Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
Thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; Thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." The judgments 
of righteousness come first and they are briefly mentioned here. 

The King will use His restored people in the execution of His 
judgments as mentioned also by the prophets (Isa. 54:14-17, 63:1-
6, Micah 4:11-13, 5:7-8; Zech 12:6. 8, etc.). Once more the 
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promise given to the father of the nation, Abraham will be fulfilled, 
"I will curse them that curse thee." From the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians we learn, that we, His New Testament saints will 
be likewise used in His judgments in that coming day (1 Cor. 6:2-
3). Such honor have all His saints. Hallelujah! 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH PSALM 

Hallelujah*. 
Praise the Mighty God in the sanctuary; 
Praise Him in the firmament of His power. 
Praise Him for His mighty acts; 
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; 
Praise Him with psaltery and harp. 
Praise Him with timbrel and dance; 
Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe. 
Praise Him with loud cymbals. 
Let all that have breath praise Jehovah. 

Hattelujah\ 

This is the matchless, majestic, glorious Finale of this wonderful 
book of Psalms. Gregory of Nyssa states it well when he wrote: 
"All creatures, after the disunion and disorder caused by sin, 
have been removed, are harmoniously united for one choral dance, 
and the chorus of mankind with the angel chorus are become one 
cymbal of divine praise, and the final song of victory shall salute 
God, the triumphant conqueror, with shouts of joy." The great 
heavenly message declared by the heavenly hosts when that 
heavenly child, the child born and the Son given, was cradled in 
Bethlehem, GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST and PEACE 
ON EARTH, is now a blessed and glorious reality. "Oh that will 
be, Glory for Him, Glory for Him\" Complete victory has come! 
God's eternity program of redemption is finished and never ending 
Hallelujahs will sweep through the universes throughout eternity, 
that eternity of the display of His glory. What a marvelous 
concert it will be! What wonders await redeemed humanity! 

We are living in the end of the last age, the last days, before "the 
dawn of heaven breaks." Darkness deepens! Confusion upon 
confusion! Groans and moans on all sides! Creation groans as 
never before! Israel groans and with fear and trembling faces the 
final page of suffering, to be written in blood and tears. Nations 
in hopeless perplexities awaiting the threatening collapse! 

The true Church of God, Christ's Body and Christ's Bride, 
should know no fear, knowing His purposes, His ways and the 
coming glory. Millions of eyes wait. Multitudes look for the 
Morningstar. Multitudes lift up their eyes, knowing as the 
true Church never knew before, that "redemption draweth 
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nigh." All true believers now can sing the songs of praise, the 
first notes of the great Hallelujah Chorus, intoned by Him, whose 
right it is to reign, the King of Righteousness and the King of 
Peace. Strain your spiritual eyes, the eyes of your hearts! Look 
forward in faith to the coming glory. 

Read, beloved reader, the Book of Psalms. Study them daily. 
As the writer has said, "A Psalm a Day Keeps Worry Away." 
Find in them God's wonderful ways with Israel and with His 
saints. Get through them the vision of the future which will 
mean increasing faith, increasing hope. Let the atmosphere of 
praise become your spiritual breathing. Sing the Hallelujah's 
now, for it is blessedly true, "He giveth songs in the night." And 
so farewell ye children of God, ye sons of glory, till we all meet in 
His presence to blend our voices in the Hallelujah chorus. 


