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PREFACE.

The following Addresses are published at the request

of a friend who is in the habit of attending the

weekly gathering of neighbours at my house, at

which they were delivered .

Being delivered extempore, and, with one excep

tion , taken down at the moment, they have doubtless

many defects. But I trust that their readers

whether they be they who read the book as remind

ing them of what they heard at those gatherings ;

or those to whose notice the Addresses are presented

for the first time— will pass over the defects, to dwell

with solemn consideration on the eternal and weighty

truths of which they treat.

My only desire in their publication is, that it may

please God to accompany them with His blessing to

the souls of their readers ; and if but one child of

God is comforted in sadness,orraised to more hearty ,

devoted service to Him - one anxious soul led to
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Him for peace and rest , or one thoughtless fellow

sinner awakened to flee from the wrath to come unto

Jesus— I shall praise Him through eternity that they

have not been published in vain .

Reader ! may I ask you, as you turn over the fol

lowing pages, to say from your heart

“ O God ! bless what is Thy truth in this book to

my soul, for Thy dear Son Jesus Christ's sake !

Amen ."

STEVENSON A . BLACKWOOD.

STREATHAM , 1864.

I have taken the opportunity afforded me by the

publication of a Second Edition of these Addresses

to make a number of corrections which appeared

necessary.

S . A . B .

STREATHAM , Varch , 1805.
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THE SIN -OFFERING .

LEVITICUS iv. 27- 35 .

" If anyoneof thecommon people sin through ignorance :" ver.27.

“ Then he shall bring his offering :” ver. 28 .

“ And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin -offering,

and slay the sin -offering :" ver. 29.

“ And the priest shall take ofthe blood :" ver. 30.

" And the priest shall make an atonement for him , and it shall

be forgiven him :" ver. 31.

THERE is nothing concerning which God has gpoken

80 unmistakably in His Word as the method by

which a sinner may get forgiveness of his sins. Type

upon type, incident upon incident , statement upon

statement, have been multiplied again and again ,

80 as, on the one hand, to leave no soul that is

inquiring , " What must I do to be saved ? ” without

a simple answer to that question ; and on the other

hand, to leave without excuse any one, who either

through love of sin , or through preferring his own

way to God's way, ultimately finds himself standing

in the light of God's judgment- seat, with all his sins

upon his own head . I say , the way of peace is made

so clear in that blessed book , that every one who reads

it,every one who hears the simple gospel of the grace
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of God,must be without excuse in the day of judg

ment. Every mouth must be stopped then .

But if God has made it quite plain , Satan's object

is, by means of his servants, to obscure this way, to

make this message a dark one. And he does it in

two ways; either by flatly contradicting the Word of

God, or by so far adulterating it with man's state

ments and lies, as to render it without effect in

bringing the sinner to God, or giving peace to a

guilty conscience. If God is in earnest on the one

side , so is Satan on the other, and this may serve to

teach us of whatunspeakable importance it is to under

stand this great question of the forgiveness of sins.

Now the wonderful thing is, that the one whom

this truth most concerns should really be the most

unconcerned about it, and that is the guilty sinner.

God is in earnest, and Satan is in earnest, and the

very angels of God are deeply interested in these

things ; and yet if the Spirit ofGod does not awaken

us to see what our real state is,we are as unconcerned

as the flower in the garden . We care no more by

nature for knowing God's way of forgiveness than if

wewere stocks or stones.

It is then upon this great point I want to speak

to-night ; the question which stands at the very root

and foundation of all religion, all godliness, all Chris

tianity - the forgiveness of sins. That is the founda

tion, that is the beginning. If you do not begin

there , you do not begin at all. I am speaking I sup

pose to -night as usual, to two classes — to those who

and for the
forme

beginn
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have by the grace of God found this way of peace,

and whose hopes of glory to come rest upon what

God has said concerning this method of forgiveness,

and to those who having been awakened , are asking

with more or less earnestness, “ What must I do to

be saved ? ” “ Wherewith shall I come and appear

before God ? ” It is to this latter class that I would

principally address myself ; and I hope this nightby

God's grace, to show you from His blessed Word,

what a simple and glorious answer there is to such a

question . There may be yet others amongst us, who

are not asking that question , who are just content to

go on as they are, not understanding that which Jesus

spakewhen He said , “ What shall it profit a man if

he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? ” If

there be such here, (and God only knows the hearts,)

let us pray thatHewould speak to them , and arouse

them to cry out, “ What must I do to be saved ? "

Now there is no place in God's Word where the

way of forgiveness is more clearly stated than in the

verses I have just read ; and I would ask those who

have Bibles with them , carefully to refer with me to

the words as we go through them . The law was a

“ shadow of goud things to come;" but it was only a

shadow , the substance is Christ. “ To Him gave all

the prophets witness.” “ The law , the psalms, the

prophets," spake of Him . We therefore have two

things to look at to-night. Wehave to look at what

I have read in Leviticus, as the shadow of the good

things that were to conne; and then wehave to look
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at the substance, the reality, the fulfilment of it all in

the Lord Jesus.

Let us look first at the shadow . There are several

points to be taken up in that. There is first of all

the sin -offering ; secondly , there is the way in which

the sinner was connected with that offering ; and

lastly , the results that came to him through that

connection.

First of all, the offering. It is said " that if any

man sin he shall bring his offering, a kid of the

goats, a lambwithout blemish .” Now in the previous

part ofthis chapter, and in the beginning of the next,

you will find that there were several offerings he

might bring, a bullock , a kid , or a pair of turtle

doves or young pigeons; from which we learn that

themain characteristic of the offering consisted in its

having life,* and it was so ordained as to suit the

capability of every person ; the rich man could bring

his offering, the poorman his offering. No one need

be without an offering, for God had ordered it so as

to suit both the richest and the poorest.

Another great characteristic was, that it was to be

“ without blemish.” If there was a spot, a single

fault or flaw in the animal, it was of no use at all.

It must be perfectly without blemish . The next

thing was, that it was to be slain . “ He shall lay his

hand upon the head of the sin -offering, and slay the

* There was one exception to this in Lev. v . 11, where it was

ordained that in the case of onewho was too poor to provide even

a pair of pigeons, “ an ephah of fine flour" might be presented .
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sin -offering in the place of the burnt-offering." It

was not merely brought to the tabernacle and then

left there, its life was to be given up, its blood was to

be shed ; and it was to be offered in a particular

place. You remark, he was to slay the sin -offering

" in the place of the burnt- offering.” Now , where was

that ? If you look at Leviticus i. 3 , where the law

is laid down concerning the burnt-offering, you will

read, " If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd,

let him offer a male without blemish ; he shall offer

it of his own voluntary will at the door of the taber

nacle of the congregation before the Lord.” It was

to be offered nowhere else. God had made such a

strict regulation about this, that if a man brought an

offering and did not offer it there, he was cut off from

among the people of God .

Now , it seems to me that there might be great

reason why this place was particularly chosen by

God. First, the door of the tabernacle of the congre

gation was an open public place. Every one might

see it. It stood in the midst of the camp, and at the

door of it these animals had to be slain . The thing

was not to be done in a corner ; there was to be an

open , public acknowledgment of sin .

Then again , this offering at the door of the taber

nacle showed , I think , that there was no entrance

into God 's presence without blood . The fact of its

being at the door, and the sinner being commanded

to bring his offering there, was as much as to say,

you cannot go into the presence of God through the
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door without that life being taken , and that blood

being poured out.

And then I think, thirdly, we have another reason

given for it in Leviticus xvii., where you find the

first nine verses of the chapter taken up with the very

regulation which I have described about offering at

the door of the tabernacle. In the third verse it is

said , “ This is the thing which the Lord hath com

manded." There could be no doubt about it. God

had commanded , “ Whatman soever there be of the

house of Israel that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat,

in the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp, and

bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the

congregation to offer an offering unto the Lord, blood

shall be imputed unto that man, he hath shed blood ,

and thatman shall be cut off from among his people,

to the end that the children of Israelmay bring their

sacrifices which they offer in the open field , even that

they may bring them unto the Lord , unto the door of

the tabernacle of the congregation , unto the priest,

and offer them for peace-offerings unto the Lord .”

And again in the ninth verse, “ And bringeth it not

unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation to

offer it unto the Lord , even thatman shall be cut off

from among his people.”

The great fact recognised was, that there was to be

an offering to God. Whatever men may say in these

days about sacrifice ,God distinctly says, that this life,

this innocent life, was to be offered to Him , and to

Him alone; and the people were kept so completely
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from offering it unto others, or making any religion

of their own outside the camp, that in order to insure

this principle being distinctly recognised, it was al

ways to be brought to the place where God as good

as said, “ I will meet with you — this is the place where

the blood is to be shed .”

Then the blood, having been shed , was to be sprin

kled upon the altar of the burnt-offering, (ver. 30 .)

You see the blood formed a prominent part in this

ceremonial. It was not merely that the life was

taken , and the animal carried away. No ; God had

laid the whole thing down minutely, the blood must

be taken in and laid by the priest upon the altar.

The blood was to be brought to God, and to no one

else . And if you look at the 8th chapter, you will

see what the object of the blood was. It was not

always mentioned , but it was mentioned sufficiently

all through the Bible to show us that its meaning

and object was, to make reconciliation, for, as was

afterwards said , “ Without shedding of blood there is

no remission of sins.” If there was to be an atone

ment made, a reconciliation , it could only be by the

blood of an innocent victim , by the life being of

fered up. You will see , (chap . viii. ver. 15,) " He

poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanc

tified it to make reconciliation for it.” So that, if the

sinner was to be reconciled to God , - if the claims of

God's law upon that sinner were to be satisfied , so

thatGod and the sinner could meet together without

there being anything between them to hinder fellow
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ship and communion , there must be shedding of blood .

Now this is not an unimportant point. It is the

prominent fact and truth in the Bible , that without

shedding of blood there is no remission of sin .

But then , there was another point in this offering

which wemust look at, and it was this, that part of

the animal was to be burnt. That too was import

ant. “ He shall take away all the fat thereof, as the

fat is taken away from off the sacrifice of peace-offer

ing, and the priest shall burn it upon the altar for a

sweet savour unto the Lord.” Part of the animal

was to be burnt, just in the way in which they burnt

part of the peace-offering . This fact indicated , I

believe, that the offering was a sweet savour unto

God, for almost as often as you have that word

“ sweet savour ” mentioned in this chapter, and other

books of the Old Testament, you will find it was con

nected with theburning upon the altar. For instance

in Exodus xxix. 18, we read : “ And thou shalt burn

the whole ram upon the altar ; it is a burnt-offering

unto the Lord ; it is a sweet suvour ; an offering

made by fire unto the Lord ;" thus showing that the

burning by fire proved that the offering was accept

able to God — a sweet savour ; as the flame went up,

so the sweet savour went up before God, and the

offering was accepted .

These were the principal points about the offering;

and I beseech you , dear friends, not to think of them

as merely interesting points to look at for themoment.

There is a depth of meaning in them . God has
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written them for our instruction. It is not merely

thatwemay say we have heard these things explained ,

or read about them in books. If they have a mean

ing, and God has shown it, I ask you to lay hold of

this meaning with your heart.

Then secondly, there comes the question , How was

the sinner connected with this offering ? You find

that the sinner , having brought the offering , was to

do something with it . (Ver. 29,) “ He shall lay his

hand upon the head of the sin -offering.” What did

thatmean ? Why it meant this, that he should lay,

as itwere ,his sin upon it ; as we learn from Lev. xvi.

21, where the high priest, in laying his hands upon

the head of the goat,was said to put the sins of the

children of Israel upon it, and the goat consequently

" bore upon him all their iniquities.” The offerer as

good as said , I am guilty. The law ofGod demands

my life because He has said , “ The soul that sinneth

it shall die .” My life , therefore, is forfeited for ever .

I have broken God's law . It is not a question of

what I may do afterwards or feel. Here is my posi

tion. I am under the broken law of God, and my

life is forfeited . Then he was to bring the innocent

life for his own,and he was thus, in figure, to transfer

his guilt and his sins to the head of this animal, and

the animal was treated by God as if it had the sin .

Now , if you look at Leviticus i. 4 , you will see it

plainly stated that the animal was " accepted for ” the

man . Remember , dear friends, all this was in sha

dow and picture. Of course, “ the blood of bulls and
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of goats could never take away sin.” God could never,

in reality , accept the life of an animal for a man . It

needed , as we are taught in Rom . iii. 25, the blood

shedding of the Lord Jesus to enable God righteously

to pass over the sins of believers in the past,and it

was only that which could give efficacy to the shadows

of the law . But this was to show us “ good things

to come;" and so it is said , “ He shall put his hand

upon the head of the burnt-offering, and it shall be

accepted for him .” Mark how clear and simple these

words are. “ It shall be accepted for him to make

atonement." Oh, is it not gloriously simple ? One

would think that a child even could see it. The one

was a SUBSTITUTE for the other.

What then , lastly , was the result ? Why this was

the result — God's claim upon the sinner was satisfied .

His claim was the sinner's life. His law demanded

it ; God's holy , just law ,which cannot be broken in

vain , demanded the sinner's life. Life was given.

God says, “ It shall be accepted for him .” The im

mediate result for the sinner was forgiveness. Why ?

Because the law of God had no further claim upon

him . He had settled it, settled it after God's fashion,

so that there could be no mistake and no doubt

whatever. If you refer to chap. iv , 31, it says, “ The

priest shall make atonement for him , and it shall be

forgiven .”

Now do remember this, that this was God's word ,

that God would have been unjust, ( so to speak,) un

faithful, if He had not forgiven luim , because He had
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laid down the whole way. He had made it so clear,

that no one could make a mistake, and therefore,

when the sinner had complied with God's command,

and brought the innocent victim in his place, and

confessed his sin , and acknowledged his guilty ruined

state, and offered up his guilty life , it was all accord

ing to what God had said , and it would have been

unfaithful,and contrary to His own blessed word and

promise, if He had refused then and there forgiveness

to the sinner. And therefore He did not refuse it ;

and the word was, “ It shall be forgiven him .”

But there was more than mere forgiveness here,

and I want you to pay special attention to that.

There was the knowledge of forgiveness. The man

need not, and did not remain in doubt as to whether

he was forgiven, because God's Holy Word which he

heard read every Sabbath -day, left him no shadow of

an excuse for doubting that he was a pardoned sin

ner. God had assured him of it in the most solemn

terms that He could possibly use. He had told him

that when His law was complied with , and His de

mands satisfied , the sinner should be forgiven , and

therefore the man was perfectly warranted in going

away contented with God 's assurance of the fact .

This is particularly important, and especially so now ,

because men are denying this truth . They are deny

ing that a sinner can know that he is forgiven , and

they regard it as preposterous and presumptuous to

say, “ I know I am forgiven .” Now just suppose this

man had come up and offered his offering according T
A
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to God's word. Suppose the priest had sprinkled the

blood upon the altar, and that these words had been

pronounced, or at all events remembered, “ It shall

be forgiven him .” Suppose he went away and met

his neighbour, while feeling in his heart, and mani

festing on his face , the joy of knowing that his sins

were pardoned ; and suppose his neighbour said to

him , “ You have no right to say that, how do you

know it is true ? What a presumptuous man you

are to say you are forgiven ! What right have you

to say that you are forgiven ? ” What answer do

you think the man would make ? Why he would

say, “ God has said so ; don't call me in question. It

is His word , not mine. I do not say it of myself; if

I did , it would be presumption ; but the Word ofGod

says so.” And thus he would triumphantly answer

the objection of any man .

Supposing a man said , “ You have been such an

awful sinner ” He would reply, “ True, but the sin

has been laid on the head of another, and God has

accepted his death instead of mine." And so the

man would go home happy. This dear friends, is

just the shadow ; it is not the substance , because it is

not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats

should take away sin ; but so far no doubt, as an

Israelite in those days saw by faith the one offering

ofwhich all this is the type, and recognised his state

as a guilty sinner , so far wemay be sure God did

pardon him , not for the sake of the blood of the lamb
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or goat, but for the sake of Him of whom you and I

have been singing this evening.

And now let us look at the substance, and see how

far this applies to the sinner now , because that is the

point.

First, the sin -offering. Itmust be without blemish.

Is there a sin - offering without blemish ? Yes, thank

God, the Word of God tells us there is a sin -offering

without blemish . God hasHimself provided a Lamb

for an offering. You and I cannot do this. Noman

can give to God a ransom for his soul,much less for

his brother's ; but God has provided one which is a

sufficient, full, and perfect satisfaction for sin ; and

that is the Lamb of God " without blemish and with

out spot.” Is there any doubt ? One hardly need

touch upon the question, except to show how the

shadow is thoroughly brought out in the substance.

There are abundant witnesses to the fact, that Jesus

Christ is the Lamb of God without blemish or spot.

He could say Himself to those around Him , “ Which

of you convinceth me of sin ? " He is the only man

that ever could. And not only did He ask the ques

tion , but none could answer Him . His enemies could

not. His very judge said , “ I find no fault with this

man.” The very captain of the soldiers that led Him

to the execution said , “ Truly this was a righteous

man .” There was the Lamb of God , then , proved by

His own mouth , by His life , by the witnessing of

judge and jury , so to speak , an innocent man, yet
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pouring out His soul unto death because Hewas the

Lamb ofGod ; because " it pleased the Lord to bruise

Him ” and to “ put Him to grief.” “ The Lord hath

laid on Him the iniquities of us all ; and by His

stripes weare healed.” Christ, then, is He of whom

the Scriptures speak — the Lamb of God without

blemish and spot.

But He must be slain . His life, blameless and

spotless, was of no use without His death , because it

was the blood, God said , that makes atonement for

the soul. Observe, God's claim upon the sinner is

nos a holy life, (till after he is born again ,) but his

death . That is whatGod's law asks from you and me;

for we are by nature condemned, having broken His

law . Jesus comes, living a holy , blameless life, that

Hemay offer Himself, as we read , " without spot to

God ;” and then that life is offered up to make

atonement and reconciliation for the sins of the

people .

And then we see further how important the:se

great truths are, by referring to the place where

this offering was to be offered — at the door of the

tabernacle. These things, as Paul said to Festus,

“ were not done in a corner.” In one of the greatest

cities of the world , surrounded by all the nations of

the world , the Lamb of God was publicly, openly

offered up on the cross, outside Jerusalem .

Then , again , it was at the door of the tabernacle

of the congregation to show that there was no access

to God but by His blood . The door of God 's
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tabernacle, dear friends, where is it ? It is on

earth . Do not think it is anywhere else. The gate

of heaven is down here. The narrow way is here.

The door of the tabernacle is here, and if a man does

not enter here, he never enters hereafter , for there is

no door there. The door is shut there for ever .

Only by the blood -shedding of Jesus do we have

access. He is the new and living way. If you want

to get to God — if you want to know your sin is par

doned — if you want to feel the love of God shed

abroad in your heart — come to Jesus Christ, for no

man cometh unto the Father but by Him . Men

think otherwise , and they may say as they do now ,

that every man's way is good ; and that we shall all

meet at the end. God's Word tells a very different

tale, and by that we shall be judged . “ There is

none other name given under heaven among men

whereby wemust be saved ," but the nameof Jesus.

And, again , it was the door of the tabernacle of

the congregation because it was an offering unto God.

“ He offered Himself without spot to God,” (Heb .

ix . 14 .) Whatever men may write, and think , and

speak , in these days, about the law of God not being

propitiated by blood — the Word of God is explicit.

“ He offered Himself to God ;" Hewas “ a propitia

tion for sins.” God provided and gave that propitia

tion. It wasnot that Hemust be appeased as if He

were a God whose nature needed appeasing, and that

He could not love us till He was propitiated , but His

law must be satisfied. God Himself, in His love,
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has provided a Lamb, and He has done so , because

He “ so loved the world, that He gave His only be

gotten Son ” to make reconciliation — " propitiation ,”

as we read in Rom . iii. 25, “ through faith in His

blood .” The blood must be shed. The life must be

offered up.

But there was another point, in both the substance

and the shadow , which I think is deeply important.

There must be part burnt. It was not enough that

the blood should be shed ; we must know that the

sacrifice has been accepted. It was to be offered

unto God. Now , so to speak , Jesus Christ not only

had His blood shed at the hands of man, but the fire

of God consumed Him as a sin - offering. We very

much underrate the meaning of the sufferings of the

Lord Jesus upon the cross, if we only think of Him

as dying at the hands of wicked men . He did not

only give Himself into their hands to have His

hands and His feet nailed to the cross, and His head

crowned with thorns. There was the suffering at the

hands of God. “ It pleased the LORD to bruise Him ;

He hath put Him to grief.” It is written, “ Our

God is a consuming fire ; ” and when the claim of

God's holiness, and justice, and truth ,met here upon

the cross of Jesus, with One who was bearing in His

own body the sin of the world , and who was thus

" made sin for us," then and there that fire licked up

the sacrifice ; and you see the acceptance of it just as

the sinner of old saw the acceptance of his offering in

the ascending flame. You see it in the resurrection
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Who
le

Pod hage of theand ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. We see

that God has accepted the sacrifice, and that the

whole thing is done. We never could have known

that if Jesus had not been raised . If He had not

ascended to heaven , there would have been no proof

thatGod was satisfied with the price paid . If Christ

had only gone into the prison-house— if He had only

lain low in the grave and never risen — how should

you and I know that the debt was paid and God was

satisfied ? But the prison doors were opened , and

having paid “ the utmost farthing," the Surety

comes out, living to die no more. “ The Spirit shall

convince the world of righteousness , because I

go to the Father .” There was the Righteous One,

having satisfied every claim , going up to His Father,

and sitting down for ever at the right hand of God.

Oh ! lay hold upon this, because on your apprehen

sion of the acceptance of the sacrifice that He has

provided , depends your peace. I do not deny that a

sinner may be resting on Jesus as his substitute , and

yet not know how perfectly his sacrifice is accepted ;

but I say, that for present peace, holiness, and power

of usefulness, he must see this clearly, that God has

accepted the offering which He himself has provided ,

and that because He has respect unto the offering ,

He has respect to the offerer; just as Hehad to Abel

and his offering. Cain brought his own offering,

which was not God's ; Abel brought the offering

which God approved of ; and, therefore, it is written ,

“ God had respect unto Abel and his offering.” The
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difference between the two was in the character of

their offerings. In Eph . v. 2 ,we read , “ Christ hath

loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering

and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.”

God's testimony to the sufficiency and acceptability

of the sacrifice of Jesus was His raising Him up from

the dead, and setting Him at “ the right hand of the

throne of the Majesty in the heavens," and thus the

sinner sees that God is satisfied .

Now , secondly , how is the sinner connected with the

sin -offering ? Of old it was thus : he laid his hand

upon the sin -offering. Now you and I cannot do

that with the hands of our body, for Jesus the Son

of God , in His body, is at the right hand of God.

But the word of God has explained what this means.

The Old Testament says, Hethat lays his hand upon

the sin -offering shall be forgiven . The New Testa

ment says, He that believeth in Jesus shall be for

given ; so that it is not, as I have often said , laying

the hands of the body but the hands of the soul upon

Him who is the sinner's sin -offering.

“ My faith doth lay her hand

On that dear head of Thine,

While like a penitent I stand,

And there confess my sin .”

It is just, dear friends, taking the place of the

poor, guilty, condemned , ruined sinner, - saying as

the man of old did — I deserve death, but here is an

offering which God has provided :

“ I laymy sins on Jesus,

The yootless Lamb of God."
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I cannot make atonement if I live to all eternity ,

but Jesus can. He hasmade reconciliation, and on

that atonement, that reconciliation I rest my soul :

Believing in Jesus is resting on Him , trusting alone

and simply to the sacrifice which He has offered ,

being satisfied with that finished work which has

satisfied God , being well pleased with Him in whom

God is well pleased .

This , nothing more and nothing less , is believing

in Jesus, and to such faith God annexes the forgive

ness of sins ; not that the faith saves any more than

the laying the hand on the sacrifice saved , but it ap

propriates the pardon that is given freely because

of the accepted substitute.

Upon this the word ofGod is explicit.

“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be

saved .” “ To Him gave all the prophets witness, that

whosoever believeth in Him shall receive the remission

of sins.” “ Through this man is preached unto you

the forgiveness of sins, and by Him all that believe

are justified from all things.” The sinner is identi

fied with the sacrifice, and the word is the same now

to -night as it was through those hundreds of years

when these things were foretold in type and figure

" it shall be forgiven him ." .

This is the glorious result ; the sinner gets his

pardon at the hands of a satisfied God ; he receives

the forgiveness of sins. Do you see it, dear friends ?

Do you lay hold of this truth ? Oh,may God giveus

to see it in its fulness : to take our place as guilty
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sinners, and to trust in the crucified and risen Lord ,

whom God has accepted in the place of the sinner.

And now to close: have you got this forgiveness

from God ? If not, why not ? You say, I do not

feel these things as I ought. Now God said nothing

about feeling. It is you who say that, or the devil

who prompts you to say, I do not feel as I ought, - I

have not got this happy feeling, or the earnestness

which I see others have — that intense pleasure in the

things of God . But God has told you what He de

mands, and that is not a certain amount of feeling ,

but a sacrifice, and as you cannot provide it, God has

provided it in the person of His own Son ; and lest

you should be in any doubt,as to whether your sacri

fice is the right one, God has laid it all so minutely

down that you need not have a doubt. “ For He hath

showed thee , O man , what is good.” He hath written

it down. You need not have a shadow of a doubt.

When you come before God , presenting to Him by

faith the sacrifice of Jesus, saying, “ Look not, O

God, on me a guilty sinner, but on my Saviour, on

my sacrifice," there is no shadow of a doubt that He

does forgive you , because , dear friend , God would be

unfaithful if He did not. “ God is not a man that

Heshould lie.” “ He is faithful and just to forgive

us our sins.” When you come pleading that blood ,

God cannot send you away. He cannot deny Him

self. If you come to Him to -night as you are, with

any mass of worldliness and sin upon you that you

like to bring,God receives you, and you are pardoned .
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It is not my word, it is God's. “ To Him gave all

the prophets witness, that WHOSOEVER believeth on

Him shall receive the remission of sins.” You have

not got to provide anything. You have not got to

ask questions about this, that, or the other, if you

are asking that one question, “ Whatmust I do to be

saved ? ” “ Come,” He says, “ for all things are now

ready.” You may know that you are forgiven, be

cause God has said so.

Bear with me for a moment, while I repeat that

you may know that you are forgiven - not by any of

your feelings, not by any pleasant sensations or

emotions in your heart- pleasant enough if God

grant them , and much to be desired, but not as a

witness of the forgiveness of sins, — but by the word of

God ; — the only witness, - the only warrant that a

sinner has in this world for knowing he is pardoned

the moment that he trusts in Jesus is this — God,

hath said so. Rest your soul on the word of God,

and He will not disown you . God will not dishonour

His word , anymore than a man of name or position

would break his word , or dishonour his name written

at the bottom of a document. God has spoken and

He cannot lie. O dear friends, then rest your soul

upon that. There is a day coming — it may be in

your time, when the foundations of the world will be

upset, — when the faith of the very elect will be tried ,

and if your faith rests upon what you feel, or hope,

or anything else but the written word of God, your

faith will go down If you rest your poor guilty soul
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upon what He has said concerning the forgiveness of

sin , He has pledged His word, — you “ shall never

perish ” - you “ shall have everlasting life.”

I know that many will tell you that it is pre

sumptuous to say you know that you are forgiven ;

but they know not of what they speak ; presumption

lies, not in believing, but in doubting what God has

said ; and as He has said distinctly over and over

again that the sinner that believes in Jesus has the

forgiveness of his sins, it is not presumption, but

faith , to take Him at His word. When He has said ,

as in 1 John v . 13, “ These things have I written unto

you that believe on the name of the Son of God , THAT

YE MAY KNOW that ye have eternal life,” it becomes

flagrant presumption, and is only making God a liar,

as in ver. 10, to say either that the believer has not

eternal life, or that he cannot know it. He may

know it, he ought to know it ; and if he does not

know it, he is dishonouring God and defrauding him

self of that joy and peace which is his birthright

through faith in Jesus.

Now , are there any who are neglecting this way of

salvation ? The devil will suggest thousands of ex

cuses,such as, I cannot comeofmyself, I cannot be

lieve of myself, & c. God knows it all. He knows

your inability , and therefore Hehas left you nothing

to do. There is no excuse. You may make thou

sands, but you cannot make one that will avail.

When the king came into the marriage feast, and

found there the man who had no right to be there ,
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and asked the question, “ How camest thou hither

not having on a wedding garment ?” there was not

an excuse then ; he was speechless. And so, men .

whose mouths are full of excuses now why they

should notbe saved and turned from their sins, will

have nothing to say in arrest of judgment, when God

asks that question , “ How camest thou in liither with

out a wedding garment ? ” Are you trusting, as

many are, in what they call the love of God , or in a

vague hope ofmercy ? Dear friends, the love of God

is infinite, or you and I would not be here. It passeth

knowledge, for He gave His only-begotten Son ; and

His compassion is so great that you and I can have

no idea of it, no, not the millionth part of it. But

I tell you this, — God loves His Son more; and He

will never see the soul that tramples under foot the

blood of the Son of God , and counts that a trifling

thing, – He will never see that soul in heaven .

Much as the living God loves you and me, His Son

is unspeakably more precious ; and he that rejecteth

Christ, the only way of salvation , will never see the

face of God, except to be cast out for ever. And

therefore, I beseech you , as you value your own soul

and your eternal welfare, " see that ye refuse not Him

that speaketh .” It is not I who speak , it is this

book , — God's written Word ; and there we find

chapter after chapter, and page after page of this

one glorious truth , that there is forgiveness for the

very worst of sinners, NOW , by trusting in the blood

of Christ ; but that way rejected, " there remaineth
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no more sacrifice for sins.” What is your statenow ?

This meeting and this world , - at any rate all that

portion of it who hear the gospel of Christ, is just di

vided into two classes, those who have accepted Christ,

and those who, from thousands of reasons, have re

jected or are rejecting Him . In one of these classes

you are found. It is not a question of the amount

of your sins ; it is not a question of the state of

your feelings ; it is not any other question than this,

- have you received Christ ? Is your soul resting on

Him ?

May God give us grace to see where we stand this

night as before Him ; and if any of you are con

scious that you are not really resting, wholly and

entirely , on the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ , the

Lamb of God without blemish and without spot, - if

you are conscious of that, it is not too late now .

Come and believe in Him now , for the word of God

by the mouth of Jesus says, “ Him that cometh unto

me, I will in no wise cast out."
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John vii. 37 -39.

« In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried ,

saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink .

He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said , out of his

belly shall flow rivers of living water . (But this spake He

of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive ;

for the Holy Ghost was not yet given : because that Jesus was

not yet glorified.")

THERE was a peculiar fitness in the day and the say

ing here recorded . It was a remarkable day. It

was “ the last day, that great day of the feast." It

was the feast of tabernacles, which lasted seven or

eight days; and by a reference to the 23d of Leviti

cus, you will see what its object and meaning was.

In the 34th verse it is written , “ Speak unto the

children of Israel, saying , The fifteenth day of this

seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for

seven days unto the Lord.” Verse 39, “ When ye

have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep

a feast unto the Lord seven days : on the first day

shall be a Sabbath , and on the eighth day shall be a

Sabbath . And ye shall take you on the first day the

houghs of goodly trees, branches of palm -trees, and

the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook :
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and ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven

days. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lord

seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever

in your generations : ye shall celebrate it in the

seventh month. Ye shall dwell in booths seven

days ; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in

booths : that your generations may know that I

made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when

I brought them out of the land of Egypt.”

The greater part of the 29th of Numbers is taken

up with a description of what was to be done in those

seven days : from the 12th verse to the end of the

chapter. And in 16th of Deut. 13 - 15, the great

feature of the feast that was brought out, was that it

was to be a time of great rejoicing

It seems then that the feast of tabernacles was

specially instituted as an acknowledgment of God's

great mercy. Every one that took to them boughs

and made themselves a booth in the field , leaving

their homes in the city, did it in remembrance that

God made them to dwell in booths when they were

redeemed out of the land of Egypt. It was a re

membrance of redemption. It was like the pass

over, in that it went back to redemption , because it

commemorated the coming out of Egypt. It was

the remembrance of the journey in the wilderness ,

and it was an acknowledgment that they were come

unto the land which the Lord their God gave unto

thein , and no doubt every godly Israelite could un

derstand this .
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There was an additional circumstance that took

place in this feast. It is not written in the Bible ,

but it is related in all the histories of the Jews. A

procession was formed of the priests, who went from

the temple to the pool of Siloam and brought water

from thence in a golden vessel; returning to the

temple, this water was poured out amidst great re

joicing upon the sacrifice that lay upon the altar.

That was done for seven days, and it was a time of

so great rejoicing, that they used to say, “ Whoever

has not seen the rejoicing of the drawing of water

never saw rejoicing in his life.”

It was the end of the religious year, and con

sidered to be the happiest time of all. But the Jews

had allowed it gradually to fall into disuse. There

are only two references made to its being kept with

anything like its original solemnity : - One in the

2d of Chronicles, ch . vii. ; the dedication of Solo

mon 's temple. It is not mentioned there as the

feast of the tabernacles, but it clearly was that, as

appears from the time at which it was kept ; for if

you refer to the 5th chapter of the 2d book you will

see that all the men of Israel assembled themselves

to the king in the feast that was in the seventh

month ; and then in the 7th chapter and 8th verse

we read , “ At the same time, Solomon kept the feast

seven days, and all Israel with him .” (Ver. 9.)

“ And in the eighth day they made a soiemn as

sembly, for they kept the dedication of the altar

seven days, and the feast seven days, and on the
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three-and-twentieth day of the seventh month , he

sent the people away into their tents, glad and merry

in heart for the goodness that the Lord had showed

unto David and to Solomon , and to Israel His

people.”

It would not seem from this that they went to

dwell in booths; but in the other instance,which is

related in the 8th of Nehemiah, ver. 14,we read , “ And

they found written in the law which the Lord had

commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel

should dwell in booths in the end of the seventh

month.” The following verses describe their actual

proceedings, and then it is added , " and there was

very great gladness."

Now it was on the last day of this feast, the close

of the whole religious year of the Jews, that Jesus

stood and cried these words. It is very interesting

here to watch the Lord's conduct. You read in the

2d verse, “ Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was

at hand ; His brethren , therefore , said unto Him ,

Depart hence, and go into Judæa, that Thy disciples

also may see the works which Thou doest.” For they

did not believe on Him . Then said Jesus (ver. 6 )

unto them , “ My time is not yet come: but yours is

always ready. Go ye up unto this feast: I go not

up yet unto this feast, for my time is not yet full

come. ”

He did not go up at the beginning. He did not

go up to take part in all this rejoicing and joy. He

was “ a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.”
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But you find afterwards, in the 10th verse, “ When

His brethren were gone up, then went He also up

unto the feast, not openly,” — not to show Himself

unto the world , — " but as it were in secret.”

About the midst of the feast, (ver . 14,) Jesus went

into the temple and taught, and there was great

musing in men's hearts about it. Some said , “ He is

a good man.” “ Nay,” but said others, “ He deceiveth

the people.” Some said , “ Is not this the prophet that

should come into theworld ? Is not this the Christ ? "

All men mused in their hearts about Him as they had

about John.

And now all the religious services had come to an

end. The religious year was finished. The water

had been poured out with joy and rejoicing seven

days. All the sacrifices were offered. The people

werebeginning to go home. But Hewho was stand

ing in the midst of them , doubtless could see in all

this outward show many an aching heart, many a

disappointed spirit. He could see that many were

not at peace . And so He forestalls, as it were , that

great day when these words should be properly ful

filled after Hewas risen and ascended , and “ On the

last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and

cried, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and

drink .”

They had not got satisfaction or joy . They had

not got abiding peace ;but there stood One who could

give it.

Now here it is remarkable to see that Jesus was
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speaking to religious people. The city was full, wo

may say, of nothing else but religious people, who

cameup from all the cities of Judæa,as His brethren

had, and as He had , to keep the feast of the taber

nacles. Hewas not speaking to the decidedly ungodly ,

the openly worldly, or profane, but He offers to these

religious people the very same thing to satisfy them

that He did to persons without any religion at all. You

remember the story in the 4th chapter of John,where

Hemeets the woman of Samaria , a person living in

open sin , and without any profession of religion , and

He announces to her the gift ofGod, the living water,

He gives her to drink, and she goes away satisfied .

But now He stands with quite a different congrega

tion around Him . It is not the worldly, so to speak :

at any rate, not the pleasure-seeking ; but religious

people - people who had gone through a round of

“ divine services,” but who yet had not got “ the peace

of God .”

And so He stands there and announces to them the

very same blessed truths that a short time before He

had announced to the careless and ungodly woman of

Samaria .

Now , dear friends, Jesus is ever the same. There

are multitudes of people in this world who are like

the Jews. You have gone through, it may be, a

round of religious services, but you have not got

peace. You have had a desire awakened after the

knowledge of God , and have been going on and on

and on, and, as it were, your year of religious services
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has cometo an end. I mean in this way : you cannot

get further. You have done what you could . There

is nothing more to be done. You have gone through

the round of religious duties, but you have not drunk

of the living waters. To such Jesus says, “ If any

man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink .” He

shows you where your mistake lies. You may have

been working and striving, but it has all been the

“ works of the law," and not the “ hearing of faith .”

It has been the doing the best you could , but it has

not been the coming. to Jesus and trusting in Him .

To such He says, “ If any man thirst, let him come

to Me and drink.”

But there is a deeper truth than that here. It

seems as if He recognised that there was in every one

a deep -seated einptiness of heart — a dissatisfaction

with earthly things. And is not that the truth ? Do

not you and I, dear hearers, know it ? Don't we know

that there is in our hearts, till the grace of God

satisfies them ,an emptiness, a weariness ; that though

there may be excitement and pleasure,yet when those

solemn, silent, death -like moments come; when some

sudden blow tears away the veil,as it were, that hides

the unseen things from the things that we see, that

then there is felt to be a want, an emptiness. You

then feel, “ What I have got does not satisfymy soul.

I want something more." All of us who have come to

Christ know what that is ; and I should think there

is not one here who has lived a few years — even the

children among us — who has not found that the
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pleasures of this world never satisfy the heart. Thero

are such moments in every one's life, thank God, a

kind of solemn warning, when men hold their breath

for a little time; when they stop, and in their search

after something, stretch out their hands ; and it may

be, they hear then that still, small voice — the still,

small voice of One who says, “ If any man thirst, let

him .come unto Me and drink .” “ Come unto Meall

ye that labour and are heavy laden , and I will give

you rest.” “ I will refresh you." But that is often

disregarded , and something else is snatched up ; the

nearest book , the nearest pleasure, themost convenient

thing to engage the mind. And so that voice dies

away, and perhaps the last solemn warning has ceased .

Oh, may He give us an ear to hear to-night, and a

heart to receive these blessed words — to receive this

living water, of which , if a man drink , he shall thirst

“ no more for ever."

There are two or three special points that wemay

notice here. There is, first of all, what Jesus offers;

“ If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink .

This spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe

on Him should receive; because the Holy Ghost was

not yet given , for Jesus was not yet glorified .” God

has left us in no doubt of what the living waterwhich

Christ speaks of represents. “ This spake Heof the

Spirit.”

Now the Spirit is life, dear friends, that life which

God is offering to all through Jesus— life which God

pours into thatman's heart who believes on the Lord
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Jesus Christ. But we are told here , thatHespake it

“ of the Spirit,which they who believe on Him should

receive, because the Holy Ghost was not yet given ,"

(not in His fulness, as the Comforter, as the One

who dwells in the hearts and in the bodies of His

people.) And the last words of the text show us

what a wonderful blessing, what an unspeakably pre

cious gift ofGod, the Holy Spirit is ; because you see

what His bestowalmust depend upon — the glorifica

tion of Jesus Christ. It involves the completion of

the work of the Lord Jesus, for without that no

sinner could receive the Holy Ghost. The Father

gave Him , it is true, " power over all flesh, that He

might give eternal life to as many as the Father had

given Him ." But there was a great obstacle in the

way of their receiving eternal life, and it was this :

that men are sinners, and that God's holy law had

first of all a claim on them . Gracious as the pur

poses ofGod were, His justice was inflexible, and men

must be set free from the condemnation of the law

before they could receive the Holy Ghost. And thus

we find in the 3d of Galatians, (ver. 13,) that after it

is said that every one that continueth not in all things

written in the book of the law to do them , is accursed

of God, it is added, “ Christ hath redeemed us from

the curse of the law , being made a curse for us, for it

is written , cursed is every one that hangeth on the

tree.” Why was He made a curse then ? “ that the

blessing of Abraham (i.e., the blessing promised to

Abraham ) might comeon the Gentiles through Jesus -
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Christ,” (ver. 14.) Whatwas the blessing of Abraham ?

The same verse explains “ thatwe might receive the

promise of the Spirit through faith .” Thus we see

the reason of the evangelist's expression , “ The Holy

Ghost wasnot yet given , because Jesus was not yet

glorified .” The law was in the way. Jesus Christ

comes,made under the law , is hung upon the tree ,

makes His soul an offering for sin under the great sen

tence of that law , and then, as we read in the 4th of

Ephesians, “ He ascended up on high ; He led cap

tivity captive, and received gifts for men."

And you will find, if you look in the second of Acts,

that the bestowal of that gift was the first result of

the glorification of Jesus, (ver. 33.) “ Therefore, be

ing by the right hand of God exalted , and having

received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost,

He hath shed forth this, which ye now both see and

hear.” This was the gift of the Holy Ghost. So

that when Jesus says here, “ If any man thirst, let

him come unto meand drink the living water," He

speaks it of the Spirit, the life of God, which can

only come forth from Him , and flow into and dwell

in our hearts, when the whole work is finished which

Jesus came to do. He says, “ I have glorified thee on

the earth ; I have finished the work.” Then the Fa

ther raises Him up from the dead , sets Him at His

own right hand ; and then is poured out the gift of

the Holy Ghost. You may then see what a blessing

this is, what a glorious gift, if it needed all this, the

suffering, the humiliation, the agony, the curse, the

Then the

him up from the work .”

own right
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death , the burial, the resurrection , the ascension of

Jesus to the right hand of God. Do not let us, dear

friends, ever undervalue this. It is life eternal. “ If

any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none

of His,” for he has got no life. Those who receive

the gift and indwelling of the Holy Ghost have eter

nal life, life to which death is no obstacle or hind

rance ,because we read in the 8th of Romans, “ If the

Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead

dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead

shall also quicken your mortal bodiesby His Spirit

that dwelleth in you .” So that the death of this

mortal body is no obstacle to eternal life. Thus

Jesus offers eternal life , and with it wondrous joy, for

there is “ joy in the Holy Ghost." There is a deep

seated joy which the sinner experiences who begins

this life to God. It is written , “ I shall be satisfied

when I awake with thy likeness.” But though full

satisfaction will be only at that resurrection morning,

yet the children of God taste these rivers here, and

can say with truth :

“ O Christ, He is the fountain , the deep sweet well of love,

The streams on earth I 've tasted ; more deep I'll drink above ;

There to an ocean fulness His mercy doth expand,

Where glory , glory dwelleth , in Emmanuel's land.”

Yes, there is a fulness we taste here. “ Oh , how

excellent,” says the Psalmist, “ is Thy loving-kindness,

O God. Thou shaltmake them to drink of the rivers

of thy pleasures, for with Thee is the fountain of life.”

And again , " with joy shall ye draw water out of the

wells of salvation ,” (Isa . xii. 3.)
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Then let us lay hold of that one great truth , that

Christ here offers life, His own life,the Spirit, to give

which He must die, for before the waters could flow

out the rock must be smitten . And He has not

changed. “ If any man thirst," He still says, “ let

him come unto Me and drink.” He offers , in few

words, that which the whole Bible , from Genesis to

Revelation , testifies of, the unsearchable riches of

Christ ; and He still says to you , as He said to that

poor woman at Jacob's well, “ If thou knewest the

gift of God , and who it is that saith to thee, give Me

to drink , thou wouldest have asked of Him , and He

would have given thee living water. This spake He

of the Spirit.”

Now , secondly , dear friends, it is infinitely import

ant for us to know , not only what He offers, but to

whom He offers it. “ IF ANYMAN.” That is the

word , thank God. He does not limit the offer, and

do not you limit it for a second. If it is not for any

man, it is not for you and me. Some men would

limit it. They would say you must not preach so

full a gospel ; Christ only died for the elect; you

must not go and tell men that any man can have it.

Now , dear friends, you and I have no right to limit

the gospel of the grace of God, unless we have gono

up to heaven , and turned over the very last page of

God 's book of life. And when we have done that:

we may say, I will offer the gospel, the gift of the

Spirit through Christ, to this man, and not to that.

If there was any one who could have limited it, it
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was the Preacher here ; Hewho stood and said , “ If

any man thirst.” If you look at the 6th chapter,you

will see there (ver . 64 ) that Jesus knew what you

and I never can know ; for “ Jesus knew from the

beginning who they were that believed not, and who

should betray Him .” And yet He says, “ If any man

thirst let him come unto Me and drink.” He does

not limit the offer any more than Isaiah, when he

says, “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the

waters, buy wine and milk without money, and with

out price ;” any more than He limits it when He

says, “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of

the earth.” And we might go on multiplying passage

after passage, such as, “ Whosoever will, let him take

the water of life freely.” “ I am the door, by Me if

any man enter in he shall be saved.”

No, dear friends, do let us take care of this. One

knows how subtle the devil is, and how he seeks to

make us hold one error if not another. Therefore we

have to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him .

Though the doctrine of the election of God is a glo

rious truth, and one that I do not suppose any one

here would hold more firmly than myself, yet I see

on the other hand, that Christ, who knew all things,

did not limit His offers of eternal life and glory. It

is much better to have the theology of the Bible than

all our own schemes of doctrine. What a remark

able example to us is St Paul, who, whilst in the 9th

of Romans he had been speaking in such terms about

the election of God , and His having chosen only a
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remnant out of Israel to be saved, as we never would

use , if it were not for God's word , yet in the 10th

chapter says, “ Myheart's desire and prayer for Israel

is, that they might be saved.” It does not limit his

prayers. The knowledge thatGod has distinct pur

poses of grace to some, does not limit a Christian 's

prayers for all, any more than the knowledge that

Christ had a people given to Him by the Father

from the foundation of the world , hindered Him from

saying, “ If any man thirst.” And so let us glory in

this, that we too can say to all around us, as our

Master said , “ If any man thirst ; ” and point them

to Jesus Christ. It is , “ anyman.” It is, “ whoso

ever believeth.”

Ah , but you may say, there is limit here , for souls

are very subtle sometimes in trying to find some

flaw in the proclamation which shall exclude them .

And so they say, “ If anyman thirst," you see , he

must be a thirsty soul. There is no doubt of that.

“ Christ came not to call the righteous but sinners to

repentance.” But are we the judges of another's

thirst ? Can you look into myheart , or I into yours,

and say you do not thirst after the grace of God ? I

cannot, and I do not know who can . So we must

deliver the message that He gives us. “ Go ye into

all the world , and preach the gospel to every creature.”

Who knows where the thirst begins, and how small

a degree of thirst warrants a sinner in taking at the

hand of Christ the gift of the Holy Ghost ? You

and I cannot, and perhaps the one whom we should
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think the least thirsty, is the one who thirsts the

most: and the one that makes the largest professions

of desire after God is the one perhaps who has no

real thirst. You can imagine that there are some so

thirsty , so parched , so aching, that they can make no

show of it. They cannot express it to their fellow

creatures , and when they try to pray their lips are

clammy and joined together. Think of a man lying

down by the road -side on a hot day. He has walked

a long way,and his lips are parched . He has fainted

for want of water. He is half dead. He cannot

speak . Is he not thirsty ? And should you be war

ranted in saying, I must not give water to that man ;

he does not thirst enough ? The greater the spiritual

death the more need of Christ, and of the Holy

Ghost to quicken you . If any one thirst here, if

there is any one in want of a Saviour to-night, thank

God these words are for you ; “ If any man thirst let

him come unto Me and drink .” Do not exclude

yourself. The Word of God does not exclude you .

Do not listen to whatmen say who would persuade

you that you have not gone through the necessary

experience to fit you for believing on Jesus.

“ All the fitness He requireth ,

Is to feel your need of Him ."

Can you say, I do ? He does not say, you must feel

it so and so much. Hedoes not say, you must have

a heart broken with a sense of sin , till you weep upon

your knees ; till you are ready to go through any

thing. He does not say that that would exclude a
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great many. No, dear friends, do not go beyond

Scripture ; do not come short of it. “ If any man ,"

that means, if you in this room to -night. Is there a

want in your heart, the very least feeble sensation

after the living God, - after eternal life, - after the

forgiveness of sins, - after something that shall satisfy,

when all the things you see and feel have passed

away ? then you are a thirsty soul, and you are war

ranted, on this blessed invitation of the Lord Jesus,

to come unto Him and take the water of life.

But lastly , it is important to know what the terms

are on which He offers this. Men makemany terms.

They will prescribe such a wonderful list of things,

sacraments, church -going , chapel and school attend

ing, confirmation , Bible - reading , prayers ; a long

long list, and a very weary list. One never knows

when one has got to the end of it . What are the

terms on which Jesus Christ offers the gift of the

Holy Ghost to your heart ? Dear hearers, if there

is anything important in the world , it is to know

that. Do you know it ? Do you know the terms of

the gospel ? What are the conditions of Christ's

gospel ? Many, you know ,make it quite as hard a

thing as the law of old . You must just do as many

things in one way now , as they had to do in another

way then . Your faith is your work . You must be

lieve with a certain strong faith . Your repentance

becomes a work. You must do this, and that, and

the other. If the gospel of the grace of God is an

nounced to us in such terms as that, then I say we
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are of all men the most miserable. We have no

chance of ever fulfilling these conditions, or ever

doing this work, because by nature we are dead.

The law comes to men on the supposition that they

can do something. The gospel comes to them on

the ground that they can do nothing. This verso

tells us the terms, the condition on which the gift of

the Holy Ghost is this night offered to you , if you

have not received Him . Whatare those termsthen ?

Coming and taking. Nothing else. Coming and

receiving , not doing anything. Very often this very

coming is made out to be a work . Many often think ,

oh , I have not come as I ought. I have not come in

the right spirit. I feel I do not come as others do.

They in fact make their coming to be a very great

thing. Now , suppose for an instant that I were a

very rich man, and were to say to all the people in

the village, “ Here is a five-pound note for every one

that comes to me, and takes it out ofmyhand.” We

will suppose that a man came and took it, and that

he wenthomeand showed it to his friends, and they

said , “ Well, how did you get it ? — did you have to do

anything for it ? ” He would say, " No, I had to do no

thing." He would not call his coming to me doing

anything. He would not call the stretching out of

his hand to take the five-pound note doing anything.

He would not be such a fool. Ah, the devil makes

men fools though . He “ blinds the minds of them

that believe not,” and he tries to make us suppose

that this coming and receiving is something so hard ,
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The terms, dear
Christ. The word , is drink”

that we must be worked up to a particular state of

mind to do it.

The terms, dear friends, are receiving what God

offers through Jesus Christ. The word “ coming,"

is explained in the 38th verse. The word “ drink ”

is explained in the 39th verse, if we want an expla

nation of it. “ If any man thirst let him come unto

me," and in the next verse we are told , “ He that

believeth in me;" so that “ coming” and “ believing"

are the same. If we are asking to -night that most

blessed of all inquiries, “ What must I do to be

saved,” Jesus says, “ Come," and the Scripture ex

plains that to mean “ Believe," " Trust in Him .” If

you are saying, “ How shall I drink ? ” “ This spake

He of the Spirit, which they that believe in Him

should receive.” So,then, “ receiving ” is “ drinking.”

Oh ,mayGod open some eyes to see this glorious truth

to-night, and satisfy your hearts.

Jesus Christ sees doubtless some weary, aching

heart here to-night ; and it may be some worldly ,

thoroughly worldly people. Well it is for you. You

thirst ; you want to get your soul satisfied. Cometo

Jesus. Somewho are religious have come here. You

have gone the whole round, and your religious year,

as it were, is finished, and you have not got peace.

On the “ last day,” when all your efforts have failed ,

when everything you have done has come to an end,

and proved fruitless, Jesus says, “ If any man thirst

let him come to Me, and drink the living waters.”

What an awful thing it is to refuse this gift. It
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would be a foolish thing for a thirsty man to pass by

the fountains in the village and notdrink, if a draught

from that fountain would revive him . O dear friends,

the time is passing away, the day of grace , in which

we can hear the acceptable words of Christ's gospel.

Opportunity after opportunity passes away, and some

of you are still without the living waters. “ How

shall we escape if weneglect so great salvation ? ” It

is not, How shall we escape if we don't drink as we

ought, but if we turn aside, if we push away the out

stretched hand of Jesus, if we disregard the fountain

of living waters which flows forth from Him , how

shall we escape ? For “ if any man have not the

Spirit of Christ , he is none of His.” Let me ask you

to -night to look unto Him , to trust in Him , to take

Him at His word , and He will give you the living

waters ; His blood shall wash away all your sins, so

that they shall be remembered no more for ever, and

you shall receive the Holy Ghost.

Just one word to those who believe in Jesus. You

have tasted that the Lord is gracious ; you have

drunk the living water, you have received the Holy

Ghost. But are you to be content with one draught?

Whatdoes He say ? “ Be ye filled with the Spirit.”

Are we filled ? Do you think we are ? If we were,

would not our lives be different ? Does Christ wish

us to be stinted in this supply ? What does He say ?

“ Eat, О friends, drink, yea drink abundantly , O

beloved .” “ I am come that they might have life,

and that they might have it more abundantly ." We
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are not straitened in Him , we are straitened in our

selves. Why is there among those who believe in

Jesus so much thirsting after the things of this world ?

It is because we are not " filled with the Spirit.”

Mark that expression in Ephesians v . 18, “ Be not

drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be filled with

the Spirit.” If you want satisfaction , it is not to be

got by the drinking at an earthly cup, which is soon

emptied , but by receiving the Spirit, by drinking

the living water, day by day, hour by hour, and

moment by moment.

Yes, dear friends, if there is one thing we want,

when we sum it all up, it is this, to be filled with the

Spirit. Then should we be mightymen and women

in Christ. We should be above the world . Being

" satisfied with the river of God's pleasures, we

should care no longer for “ the pleasures of sin ,

which are but “ for a season ." Therefore to believers ,

as well as to the unsaved , Jesus still says, “ If any

man thirst let him come unto meand drink ."

Oh, mayGod help us all to answer that invitation,

and say, “ Lord, I come. I have not used the precious

gift Thou hast given me, up to this time, as I might

have used it ; but Thou art gracious, willing to pass

it by, and to fill me with that Spirit whom I have

yet so often grieved .”

“ Sust as I am , Thou wilt receive ,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse , relieve,

Because Thy promise I believe

O Lamb of God, I come!"
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John vii. 37 –39.

" In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried ,

If saying, any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink ,

He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said , out of his

belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake He of

the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive : for

the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was not

yet glorified .)”

The last timewemet you will remember that I spoke

to you from the 7th chapter of St John's Gospel, and

the 37th and following verses.

I want to go on with the subject to-night; but

before I do so, let memy dear friends ask all who

were here , What effect did that invitation have upon

you ? It was God 's truth , so far as I knew it ,

and its truth did not depend upon the excellency of

the manner in which the speaker put it. I do not

therefore,mean to ask you what effect my words had

upon you , but what effect did the invitation of Jesus

Christ — what effect did the words of the living God,

which I spoke to you, have upon you ? Can you

say

“ I heard the voice of Jesus say,

Behold, I freely give

The living water ; thirsty one,

Stoop down, and drink, and live ! "
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And then can you say

“ I came to Jesus, and I drank

Of that life -giving stream ;

My thirst was quench ’d , my soul revived,

And now I live in Him ?”

What was the result of the invitation which was

declared in your ears that night ? What did you do

with it ? Did you accept it ? Did you come to

Jesus ? What have you been doing with that offer

all this fortnight ? One minute, one second, would

have sufficed for you to accept it ; have you accepted

it ? Or has another fortnight passed over any of

your heads with such gloriouswords as those sounding

in your ears, and not accepted ?

I think it very possible that there are some listen

ing to me to -night who did hear those words, and

said , “ Ah , it is all very nice and true ;" and yet a

fortnight has gone away, and you have never drunk

of the living waters, and you have got no life before

God yet.

Now , there may be some who are hindered by

some of the following reasons : — Some persons do not

like the terms. They are too simple. Well, that is

very natural. In the pride of man's heart he will not

take this gift for nothing. He is like Naaman, who

said , “ Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas

cus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not

wash in them and be clean ? ” It was too little a

thing for him to do. The way was too simple ; that

great man to go like a little child at the word of the
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prophet, and bathe in the river of Israel, which, com

pared with the rivers of his native land, was a little

brook. He thought that the prophet should come

and strike his hand over the place and do something

wonderful. That is often a hindrance to souls.

“ What,” they say, “ can I receive the Holy Ghost

by believing in Jesus ? No ; impossible ! Surely I

must do something." The terms are too simple, you

think ; but, dear friends, I want to remind you that

God knowsmuch better than you or I do,what are

the best terms on which to give life to dead souls :

and He has written them down and prescribed them

with infinite wisdom ; Hehas prescribed the only way

in which you can get life, whatever you and I may

think of it. You may think you could have devised

some better way ; at any rate , you think you ought

to comewith something — bringing prayers or repent

ance, or something in your hands as a price. But

you must take salvation on God 's terms,not your own.

Your thoughts are not His thoughts ; your ways are

not His ways ; and His ways are the best. He has

made this glorious offer of the inestimable blessing of

His Spirit for nothing , " withoutmoney and without

price.” Only thoroughly believe in Jesus, trust in

the Saviour. He has made us that offer, and it is

not for you or anyman to say, “ Oh, that is too cheap

for me. That may be very well for publicans and

harlots ; it may do for dying thieves, who have no

timeto make themselves better ; but not for me, for

I am a moral person , — a respectablo person , — and I
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expect that all this is to weigh something. Surely,

that is not to be cast wholly away. Surely, I am not

to receive this as a poor beggar , as the publican in the

temple, as an outcast.”

Yes, we must all come in the sameway, for God

says, “ There is no difference, for all have sinned.”

Weall stand upon the same platform ,and the moment

you see what your position is, you will acknowledge

that there is no other way that will do for you ; it

must be freely , for nothing, or you can never get it.

People do not like God's terms, and so they are wait

ing and waiting. Ah ! how long, dear friends, are

you going to wait ? Have you ever thought that this

fortnight mighthave been your first fortnight in hell,

where the cry is, “ I am tormented in the flame ? ” —

where there is an endless thirst, — where there is no

such glorious word as this sounded forth : - “ If any

man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink .”

Where words like those are passed away for ever.

Where hope never comes. What a solemn thought

this is. I want you to realize it. Just think ,-- if it

had not been for the long -suffering and mercy of

God, you might have spent your first fortnight in the

company of the devils in hell ; you might have passed

away and never have heard these words again !

What, then , has kept you from taking this offered

blessing - the free mercy of God — the gift of God ,

which is eternal life ? If you only knew your condi

tion as a ruined sinner , you would not be quibbling

about terms; you would not be cavilling about what
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God has offered . If your eyes were opened to see

your fearful danger, you would have grasped at God's

offer as a drowning man grasps at a rope. You

would have cast yourselves already into that fountain

ofblood that " is shed for many for the remission of

sins," and you would have taken that first draught of

the river of the waters of life, of which if a man

drink , he shall not thirst but live for ever. You

do not know the danger that there is in delay. Oh,

do you remember how solemnly Jesus spoke, when

He said , “ Now are these things hid from your

eyes.” He did speak of a time when it would be

too late. He said , “ Many shall strive to enter in

and shall not be able." I think David might well

say in that psalm , “ Horror hath taken hold upon

me because of the ungodly who forsake thy law ."

Ay, it is a horrible thing. Men do not think about

it. It is an awful thing to think of a soul awakened

to see that long-despised mercy is offered no longer

that Jesus does not stand and wait — that the time is

past, and that there is an unending eternity before

him . It will be an awful thing to awake then , and

the wonder is, that when you think of it, horror does

not seize hold upon you.

Oh , to think that there are souls in this room

who are not awakened — who are sitting listening

to invitations like this, and have open Bibles in

their hands, and closed Bibles too, in their houses,

and do not know Jesus Christ,whom to know is life

eternal. Oh, in the sight of that coming day, I
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would beseech you, if you value your souls, if you

have learned to value them , to come to Jesus. “ IF

ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME.” Can

you have anything more glorious than eternal life ,

the gift of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; not

through anything that you can do, but freely offered

to every one that believeth — that trusteth in Jesus ?

I beseech you even now , while you sit here to

night, and these words are spoken in your ears , look

to Jesus. It is the looking, the believing , the trust

ing. He wants nothing else. He wants you to rest

your soulupon His blessed name. And fellow -sinner,

I would to -night afresh tell you that there is a free

pardon for you — an eternal life for you whoever you

are in this room ; and that it is at your own peril

that you wait any longer that you even wait till you

leave these doors. I would ask you now , “ beseech

ing you , for Christ's sake, be ye reconciled to God.”

Why ? “ For He hath made Him to be sin for us

who knew no sin." — His own Son ; He hath made

Him to be sin for us. He put away the sin. He

bore the sin that we might be made the righteous

ness of God in Him . “ The gift of God is eternal

life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Take it. Take

it now . God help you , - every one that is conscious

that up to this moment he has not accepted what

Jesus has been offering, -- to comenow .

Let menow read once more the verses we are con

sidering. “ If any man thirst, let him come unto Me

and drink . He that believeth on Me, as the Scrip
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ture hath said , out of his belly shall flow rivers of

living water. ( But this spake He of the Spirit,

which they that believe on Him should receive :

for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that

Jesus was not yet glorified .” )

I do not think I shall have time to -night to say

all I wanted ; but at any rate, just let us take up

this truth first of all — that they who believe in Jesus

simply trust in Jesus, do receive the Holy Ghost.

That is a literal fact, that every one that trusts in

Jesus does receive the Holy Spirit of God , to be in

him an indwelling Spirit - really to abide in his

heart. Now here this gift was spoken of as some

thing to come after . They had not received the

Holy Ghost yet. Why ? " The Holy Ghost was

not yet given , because that Jesus was not yet

glorified .” To them , therefore, it was something

to come after. But when Jesus was glorified, when

He could say, “ I have finished the work that Thou

gavest Me to do : ” — when , as the great High Priest,

He had taken the blood and gone into the holy place

not made with hands - into the presence of God ,

thereby making the atonement for sin once and for

ever ; then , and then only , could the blessing come

forth from God's presence. Jesus must be glorified

first. If you look at the 16th of St John and the 7th

verse, you will see that He said , “ It is expedient

for you that I go away, for if I go not away, the

Comforter will not come unto you , but if I depart, I

will send Him unto you.”
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Now we find that that was actually fulfilled,when

our Lord Jesus had risen , had ascended to His

Father's right hand, and all the disciples waited till

they should receive the promise of the Father, which

was the Holy Spirit. And therefore , when Peter

stood up on theday of Pentecost, seven weeks after the

ascension of Jesus, he proclaimed that then the Holy

Ghost was to be given to every one that believed in

Him . (Acts ii. 38,) “ Peter said unto them , Re

pent, and be baptized every one of you in the name

of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” It was not a

mere contingency, a possible thing ; it was a cer

tainty. “ Then they that gladly received his word

were baptized ,” and the fruits of the Spirit were at

once evident in their lives. It is not distinctly stated

there that they received the Holy Ghost, but it was

seen in their lives. They immediately began to live

as those only could who had received the Holy Spirit

of God . Peter again says, “ Him hath God exalted

with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour,

for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of

sins. And we are His witnesses of these things; and

so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given ," —

mark this : “ whom God hath given to them that

obey Him ,” (Acts v. 31, 32.) Therefore, every one

that obeyed Jesus— that came to Him — that believed

on Him - received the Holy Ghost

Paul, in speaking to those who trusted in Christ,

says — " In whom ye also trusted , after that ye heard
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the word of truth , the gospel of your salvation : in

whom also , after that ye believed , ye were sealed with

that Holy Spirit ofpromise,” (Eph. i. 13.) There is

a little alteration that ought to be made here. The

word " after " is not in the original. There is only one

word — “ In whom also believing [or, having believed ]

ye were sealed .” * The two things take place to

gether. It was not a thing that took place some

time after , but when they believed in Jesus they did

receive the Holy Ghost. All the apostles just tell us

this great truth , that the Church collectively , and

believers individually , are the receivers of the Holy

Spirit ; that He comes and dwells in them - as it is

said , “ Ye are the temple of God : and the Spirit of

God dwelleth in you.”

There are two mistakes which people often make.

They say, “ I believe in Jesus, and have not received

the Spirit.” Now that is not true, it is a mistake,

and you know any mistake will hinder our peace,

any mistake about God's truth , be it ever so small.

But this is a great mistake. If a sinner believes in

the Lord Jesus Christ , if he has committed himself

to Him as one that cannot save himself, then he has

received the Holy Ghost. He has not any right to

say, — I believe, and yet have not received the Holy

Ghost. He is doubting God's word . “ Well,” but a

person says, “ if I had received the Holy Ghost, I

should be conscious of something in me, I should ex

pect some evidence." That is true, butwhatkind of

* Dean Alford renders it “ at your believing."
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results do you expect to be produced by the Holy

Ghost, as a proof that He dwells in you ? I know

that some say, “ I should like to feel much happier ; I

see others who receive the Holy Spirit, and they are

happy ; and I do not think I have received the Holy

Ghost, because I do not feel this, and that, or the

other ;" and they expect to receive something , they

do not know how to describe, which they suppose to

be the witness of the Spirit,when they think it will

be an undoubted fact, that they have received the

Holy Ghost. Now if you are measuring God's truth

by your own feelings, do not wonder that you are

making a mistake. Your feelings have nothing to

dowith whatGod has said . Hehas stated that every

one who believes in Jesus shall and does receive the

Holy Ghost.

Then there is another mistake. “ I cannot believe

in Jesus till I receive the Holy Ghost.” Some per

sons think they must first receive the Holy Ghost,

and then believe. Mind, I am not speaking about

the work of the Spirit in awakening a soul, in con

vincing a sinner of his need of a Saviour, in showing

him what he is ; that is all the work of the Spirit.

No man was ever convinced of his need of Christ

without the work of God the Holy Ghost. But I

say, that is not receiving the Spirit. That is not re

ceiving and drinking the living water. The Lord

said , “ When He is come He will reprove the world

of sin , of righteousness , and of judgment,” (John xvi.

8.) The work of the Spirit upon man's heart, con
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vincing him of sin , and showing him his need of a

Saviour, and of the righteousness ofGod that is pro

vided for them that believe, is a perfectly distinct

thing from the reception of that Spirit into his heart.

It is therefore incorrect to say, I must receive the

Holy Ghost before I believe, because the words we

have been reading show us that it is the opposite way.

“ You must come to Me and drink.” The Holy

Ghost is given to them that obey, not to them that

disobey. It is they who " believed " who were “ sealed

with the Holy Spirit of promise,” (Eph. i. 13.) And

so ,when persons say I cannot believe, I am waiting

and praying for the Holy Spirit, I hope that soon I

shall receive it , and then I shall be able to believe ;

they are not taking God's word, they are not obeying

Him by immediately coming to Christ, as those whom

God has invited , commanded , and urged to come and

receive of Him that which He offers. Let us beware

of these two mistakes. It is true of every believing

soul, be he the youngest one in this room or the

eldest, that he or she is a receiver of God's Spirit.

Two thoughts more and I shall conclude. The

Spirit of God dwells in you as the author of your life.

He is called here “ living water." Having the Spirit

of Christ,you have life because you have Christ ; and

“ HE THAT HATH THE SON OF GOD HATH

LIFE ;" and " if any man havenot the Spirit of Christ

he is none of His,” because Christ only has living souls.

He is the author of life, and that, eternal life. Oh, lay

hold of this. I was thinking to - day what a wonder
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ful thing it is, how the devil has brought up the

doctrine in these days, that men are not to be sure

that they have eternal life when they believe in Jesus.

Why, it seems on reading the Bible to be a plain

truth , that stares us in the face in every page ofGod's

Scriptures, that it is an utter impossibility for a man

to believe in Jesus, and not to have eternal life. It

must be eternal for a thousand reasons. But people

make mistakes about it. They do not see whereon

the great fact rests, that they have eternal life. And

this is one among others, that God's eternal Spirit

dwells in them . The Spirit of Christ is their life ,

and that is therefore an eternal life, because He has

said , “ The Spirit of truth shall abide with you for

ever ." Oh , what a glorious thing to have, and to

know that we have, as believers, eternal life in Jesus.

We do not sufficiently think what it is. Wedo not

realise it. Wedo not lay hold of it as a real actual

fact. We are measuring it by our feelings, instead

of taking upGod's Word which cannot lie. Weknow

what it is to enjoy temporal life. In a few days spring

will be coming, and then those of us who are blessed

with health , youth , strength , freedom from care, will

know what it is to enjoy the glorious spring morning ,

and to feel our life exulting, and the blood running

faster in our veins. Life is a pleasure. The very

fact of having life on such a morning makes one glad ,

and one feels that it is a real thing. It is, as far as

it goes, a pleasant thing to feel the warm air, and to

hear the birds singing,and to see the buds bursting
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forth into life, but it is passing away ; but you , if you

believe,haveETERNAL LIFE,and thatcan NEVER

pass away. The “ fashion of this world is passing

away," and all these things in a few days willhave passed

away, and illness, weakness, old age, and death may

come, but eternal life will not pass away. The Chris

tian is the possessor of eternal life, and of him the Sa

viour says, “ He that liveth and believeth in Me shall

never die,” for after you believe in Jesus the death of

this life is a mere nothing ; for Hehas taken away the

sting of death , which is sin . Oh that we could take

this truth and walk in it ; that through the gift of

God, a never- ending, glorious, blessed , happy life is

mine, because Christ is mine, and I am His.

But not only is the Spirit the author and giver of

eternal life, for “ it is the Spirit that quickeneth ;"

but He is called by another name here, not only

“ living water," but that name by which He is the

most frequently mentioned , the Holy Spirit - the

Holy Ghost. Ah, that means something ! That

name is not repeated again and again for nothing.

It might have been enough to call Him the Spirit,

but He is the Holy Spirit. Now mark this. First

there is life, and then there is holiness. First the

Spirit of God comes and dwells in you as your life,

for He is the Spirit of Christ ; and then as the author

of your holiness, the author of every good thought,

word, and work. Hewho is the author of the one is

the author of the other . But we must take them in

God's way. We cannot be holy without the Holy
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Ghost, for our spirits are evil. But we must first be

quickened by the Spirit ; and that is only by the

Holy Spirit coming into our hearts, and when He is

once there, He is there as the power by which we are

to be holy in our lives. The sinner, it is true, is

made fit for heaven the moment he believes in Jesus.

(Col. i. 12 .) In Christ he is at once fit to enter into

the city of angels and redeemed souls, because his

fitness is in Christ, his meetness is in Jesus and not in

himself. He is a “ new creature” in Christ Jesus, and

with the new creature God finds no fault. But then

the Spirit dwells in you to make you holy, to make

you walk in holiness. Oh, if we could lay hold upon

this ! Why does St Paul press home upon believers

again and again this truth , “ Your bodies are the

temples of the Holy Ghost ? ” What is it for, but

that they may know whom they have dwelling in

them , and use that mighty power that they may serve

God ; use the Holy Ghost that dwells in them as their

Friend, as the one who is always with them , and who

strengthens them to do all things for God ? Do you

want to overcome a sinful lust, a sinful temptation , a

sinful thought? itmust be through the Spirit — " If

ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the

body, ye shall live ;" — and in no other way. And the

reason why you and I so little succeed in overcoming

the evil habits and powers of our old nature is ,

that we do not depend upon the Holy Ghost to do it

for us. If you want to do any work for God , it must

be by the power of Him “ who worketh in you to will
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and to do," that you must succeed . Oh then remem

ber this, if you are a believer, God's Spirit dwells

in you , and you are no longer your own. “ Your

body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own.

For ye are bought with a price,” ( 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.)

Why has the Holy Ghost come down from God to

dwell in the believer 's heart? To take possession of

him for God ? It is to assert His dominion over

the man , and a blessed dominion it is when you

know how to submit to it.

Oh, that we could go forth this evening with a

deeper realisation of this truth ; - I have believed in

Jesus; the Spirit led me, and now the Spirit dwells

in me never to leaveme; to bemy help,my strength ,

my teacher ,my guide into all truth ; the one who is

to open to me the Scriptures, to show to me the

things about Jesus, the things to come, to reprove me.

Oh, dear friends, remember that word, “ Grieve not

the Holy Spirit of God.”

Havewe then all received the Spirit of God ? How

is it with all of you ? I began by speaking to those

who were unsaved, because they have never accepted

the invitation. Let me read it again in your ears —

“ IF ANY MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME

UNTO ME AND DRINK .” It is free, it is for no

thing, it is now , it is for ever , to every soul that comes

to Jesus. Donot then go away without accepting what

God offers. Oh, what a sad thing it is to look and to

feel, theremust be someherewho have not yet received
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the Holy Ghost. I am not speaking of any individual,

because Iam nota judge of your hearts,butit is a truth

which someof you know of yourselves this very night.

You must say of yourselves, I have not received the

Spirit of God. Well then , the only thing the Word

says of you is, “ that ye are none of Christ's." He

cannot own you. If He comes to -night to take up

His people, He cannot take up you ; but still the

Word stands written , “ Come unto Me and drink .”

Do not turn away. Do not despise that offered

mercy . The blood of Jesus Christ has been shed ,

and now God in His grace offers to you the gift, the

living water , of which if a man drink , he shall not

thirst for ever, Amen .
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JOHN vii. 37– 39.

“ In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and

cried , saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and

drink . He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture bath said ,

out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this

spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him

should receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; be

cause that Jesus was not yet glorified.) ”

Wehave considered this subject, dear friends, on the

two previous evenings. On the first evening we

looked at the glorious proclamation that Jesus made

of the river of the water of lifenone other than

God's own Holy Spirit — to any man who would re

ceive the Spirit through Him . And then the other

evening, we considered the truth that those who do

believe on Jesus do actually , really , truly receive the

Holy Ghost to dwell in them for ever. I do not

want to go over the old ground again , but I wish you

to see to-night, from the 38th verse ,what the conse

quences are to others of a sinner's believing in Jesus.

We are told , in unmistakable language, that he be

comes then a channel of blessing to others: - " He

that believeth on Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers

of living water."
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But before going into that, there are two points

I should like to touch upon , which will help us a

little to understand the verse, before we look at the

practical truths and doctrines that are stated in it.

First, the quotation of Scripture which our Lord

makes; and secondly , the expression which He uses,

“ Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”

First, the quotation which Hemakes " As the Scrip

ture hath said .” Now , the remarkable thing is, that

when you refer to the Scripture you do not find any

verse like this. But it seems that our Lord joined

several scriptures together ,and gave the general sense

of them all ; just as you find in 2 Cor. vi. 16 , 18 ;

where a number of passages from different parts of

the Old Testament are all brought together in one to

prove a certain doctrine. Our Lord refers here to

certain passages in the word of God ; and amongst

them I think the following : — First of all, Prov. x .

11 and 21 — “ The mouth of a righteous man is a

well of life.” “ The lips of the righteous feed many."

Then in Prov. xiii. 14 there is another word which

seems especially to be referred to. “ The law of the

wise is a fountain of life ” - rivers of living water

“ to depart from the snares of death ,” ( chap. xv.

ver. 7.) “ The lips of the wise disperse knowledge,"

spread it abroad, (chap. xvi. 22.) “ Understanding

is a well-spring of life to him that hath it,” (chap.

xviii. 4 .) “ The words of a man's mouth are as

deep waters, and the well-spring of wisdom as a flow

ing brook .”



LIVING WATERS FLOWING . 63

Now , we see here some of the passages which I

think our Lord had in mind ; for there is no par

ticular text that answers word for word with what

He said . And we learn this important truth from

this, that he who is called a righteous or a wise man

in the Old Testament, is explained by the New to

be he that believeth in Jesus. We are told in Pro

verbs that these things are true of the righteousman ,

and we are told by Christ that they are true of the

man who believes in Him . So the righteous man,

and the man who believes in Jesus, are the same. If

you want to be righteous you must believe in Jesus,

There is no other way of becoming the “ righteous,"

or the " just" man, but by believing in Him who is

“ the Lord our righteousness."

Then the next point is the expression, “ Out of

his belly shall flow rivers of living water,” and we

learn something from that by reference to the Old

Testament. I think I said on a previous occasion ,

that we might render the word here “ heart :" and

if you refer with me to the 13th of Proverbs, you

will see the different ways in which the same word

is translated in the Old Testament. (Chap. xiii. ver.

25,) “ The righteous eateth to the satisfying of

his soul ; but the belly of the wicked shall want."

So , the belly of the wicked is opposed to the soul

of the righteous. They mean therefore the same.

(Chap. xx. ver. 27,) “ The spirit of man is the

candle of the Lord , searching all the inward parts

of the belly.” That is, the conscience that God uses
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to make bare a man's heart, to show himself to him .

self. Then in chap. xxi . 17, 18 , you will see a

passage that I shall ask you to refer to again after

wards. “ Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of

the wise, and apply thine heart unto myknowledge.

For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within

thee." (Margin , " in the belly.” ) Therefore, the

phrase means what David expresses in the 51st

Psalm as “ the inward parts.” “ Thou desireth truth

in the inward parts, and in the hidden parts thou

shalt make me to know wisdom .” Then in Job

xxxii. 18 , Elihu says , “ For I am full of matter ;

the spirit within me [or in the margin “ belly ’] con

straineth me." And in Job xv. 35, speaking of the

wicked, it says, “ They conceive mischief, and bring

forth vanity , and their belly prepareth deceit.”

I have only referred to these in order to explain

the otherwise rather curious expression that we find

in John — “ He that believeth on me, out of his belly

shall flow rivers of living water.” And wemay learn

this truth by the explanation that we get out of the

Old Testament, that it is the heart of men that is

meant— the inward part. It is not the head ; it is

“ the within,” “ the soul,” “ the heart,” “ the spirit,"

from which are to flow these rivers of living waters,

of which, if a man drink, " he shall never thirst.”

Now let us to-night, having cleared the ground in

this way, consider what the Lord Jesus says, taking

first the statement that a believer is a channel of

blessing to others, and noticing its illustration in the
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New Testament; and then, secondly , the glorious

promise.

First of all, dear friends, the Lord makes a state

ment — " He that believeth on me, out of his belly

shall flow rivers of living water.” When Christ was

here, He was the life of the world . He was living

in a dead world , a charnel house of dead souls, as it

were : and He communicated this life to all who came

to Him . But when He ascended , He left His people

here to fill His place in some measure , and to some

extent. And therefore, just before He left them , He

said to them , “ As my Father hath sent Me into the

world , so have I sent you into the world ;" and again ,

“ Asmy Father hath sent Me, even so send I you .”

Twice over He says that, showing that there is a very

important sense in which believers are to fill the place

as the members, that Jesus Christ the Saviour had

filled as the head when He was down here. Hewas

the fountain of life and the only source of blessing,

and that He, and Healone, is to all eternity ; butthey

are to be the channels through which that blessing is

to flow forth to others; they are not to give, but to

convey life. And this is what you find proved by

facts. Take the 4th chapter of John, a passage with

which we are all familiar, and which shows forth

clearly this glorious truth , that believers in Jesus be

comea channel of blessing to dead souls around theni.

There is the story of the woman of Samaria - ig

norant, sinful, dead. The Lord Jesusmeets with her.

Hetells her of the river of the water of life. Hesays,
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“ If thou knewest the gift of God, thou wouldest have

asked, and Hewould have given thee living water .”

He reveals to her the living water . He reveals to her

Himself. He says, “ I am the Christ.” What

does she do immediately ? She becomes a channel of

blessing to others. She immediately “ left her water

pot,and went her way into the city , and saith to the

men , Come, see a man which told meall things that

ever I did : is not this the Christ ? ” And what was

the result ? Why, in the 39th verse we read that

“ many of the Samaritans believed on Him for the

saying of the woman.” She became such an effectual

channel of blessing, that other sinners believed in the

Saviour ; and in the 41st verse we read that “ many

more believed because of His own word,” and they

said , “Weknow that this is indeed the Christ, the

Saviour of the world.”.

Now look at John i. 40, “ One of the two which

heard John speak, and followed him , (Jesus,) was

Andrew , Simon Peter's brother.” And what did he

do immediately ? “ He first findeth his own brother

Simon , and saith unto him , Wehave found the Mes

sias.” Outof him was flowing at once the living water.

He could not keep itwithin himself. Hemustgoand

tell his nearest and dearest friend his own brother

that be had found Jesus; and immediately after that

(ver. 45 ) Philip is found of Christ, Philip goes forth

and findeth Nathanael, and says, “ We have found

Him ofwhom Moses in the law , and the prophets, did

write , Jesus of Nazareth .”
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There are other instances in the gospel ; but now

turn to the 2d of Acts, and see what happens there.

The promise was now truly fulfilled. The Holy

Ghost was sent down from heaven in His fulness.

Whatever measure of blessing people had received of

Jesus before, it was scanty compared with what was

given on the day of Pentecost. We find Peter using

almost the same words which Christ used about the

living water. (Ver. 33,) “ Therefore being by the

right hand of God exalted, and having received of

the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath

shed forth [poured forth ] this which ye now see

and hear.” And then he makes the proclamation to

all that heard him , “ Repent, and be baptized , in the

name of the Lord Jesus, for the remission of sins,

and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost. For the pro

mise is unto you and to your children , and to all that

are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall

call.” What is the result ? Why, that in that dead

and barren city , the rivers of living water so flowed

forth that three thousand men came to Jesus at once,

and in the next chapter we read that the number was

increased to five thousand.

But were Peter and the apostles to be the only

channels of blessing ? Some people say that they

were ; but the word of God tells a very different

story . If you look at the 8th of Acts, you will find

that others besides the apostles were used to spread

abroad the knowledge of this risen Saviour. · For

after it is said , (ver. 1 ,) that because of persecution
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they were all scattered abroad, the word says dis

tinctly, “ Except the apostles.” The apostles ,there

fore, remained at Jerusalem . Yet in ver. 4 , we read

that those who were scattered abroad " went every

where preaching the word.” And what was the

result ? Samaria received the word of God ; and

when they that were scattered abroad upon the per

secution that arose about Stephen travelled abroad

preaching the word, “ the hand of the Lord was with

them , and a great number believed, and turned unto

the Lord ,” (chap. xi. 19 – 21.)

Now mark that. The believer becomes a channel.

It is notmerely the apostle, the clergyman , the bishop,

the minister, the teacher authorised by man ; He,

who alone can give the real authority, says, “ If any

man thirst, let him come to Me, and drink ; he that

believeth on Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of

living water."

And it was living water - like the waters we read

of in Ezekiel, of which it is said , “ everything shall

live whither the river cometh ,” (chap. xlvii. 9.) Read

the history of the Acts. We have not time to go

into it now ,but chapter after chapter tells us of places

- Lydda, Derbe, Joppa, Syria , Thessalonica, Berea ,

Athens, Corinth , desert places — where there was not

one atom of knowledge of God 's dear Son — perfect

charnel houses of dead souls, where the apostles and

early preacherswent forth spreading this river. They

gave the same message wherever they went, that

Jesus was exalted to give the Holy Ghost to every
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one that believed , and thus the words that we find in

Isaiah were to a great measure fulfilled , “ In the

wilderness , waters brake out; the parched ground

became a pool ; and the desert land, springs of

water .” And so it is to this day. The believer be

comes a channel of blessing. Not that he gives the

Holy Ghost, for God gives the Spirit through Christ ;

but he is the means of pointing the soul to a living

Christ.

But secondly, it is a glorious promise. “ He that

believeth in Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of

living waters." I think we get into wrong ground

whenever we lose sight of this — that it is not a com

mand, but a promise. It is not so much a duty as

a privilege. We often take up work for God (I am

speaking to believers) as a mere duty ; but God has

raised us far above that. I do not mean to say that

it is not a duty, butwe can look at it in a higher

light— as a glorious privilege. And therefore it is

said , not that rivers must or ought to flow , but “ shall

flow ." There is no bondage in this service,but, on

the contrary, “ perfect freedom .”

“ In a service which Thy will appoints,

There are no bonds for me,

For my inmost heart is taught the truth

That makes Thy children free ;

And a life of self-renouncing love

Is a life of liberty.”

It is a privilege to every believer to spread abroad

the living water,as far asGod gives him opportunity.

Do not let us lose sight of this. You know we do
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not teach our children that they are to be kind, un

selfish, and do good in the world , merely as a duty ,

but as a privilege. If you teach them rightly you

say, “ You may not you must - give this to so and

80 ; " and that is the way in which God always teaches

us. It may be that we need the command , because

we often get into the place of disobedient children ;

but when we are working in the sunlight of God's

countenance, all duties become privileges. Now do

dear friends think of what it is to be a channel of

blessing to others. If you had been cured of some

dangerous illness, and knew that the remedy that

cured you was infallible, would not you gladly spread

it abroad ? Why, as long as you lived in this world ,

so full of disease and of sickness, your tongue could

never be silent. If we know what it is to drink of

the living water, are our tongues to be silent ? Are

we not to praise the mighty Physician 's care and

power, that have done so much for us ? Yes, we may

and ought to spread this knowledge abroad ; and it is

a glorious privilege to live here, in a dying world ,

where there is such darkness and death , and to be the

channels of mercy to others, — to be sign -posts to point

to glory.

Now there are some thoughts that must occur to

you, if you meditate on these words,as wellas tome,

in reference to the position and responsibilities of the

believer in this world. And this is one, that he is to

consider that God deems it needful for him to abide

here to bless others. He would often say, I should
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like to “ depart and to be with Christ ! ” The mad

man who washealed prayed the Lord that he might

be with Him , but “ Jesus suffered him not,” but left

him in the land of Gadara, to bear witness to Him

who had done so great things for him . Paul says

in the Philippians, “ To depart, and to be with Christ,

is far better ; nevertheless to abide in the flesh is

more needful for you .” One great reason, I believe ,

why God leaves His people here, is that they may be,

as this verse tells us they are to be, channels of

blessing to others. People are often so occupied

with themselves , that they think that they are not

taken to be with Christ,because they are not ripe for

glory, — not ready for heaven. Well, that is perhaps

true in one sense, because I believe that God has

various ranks in heaven , and that some persons will

have a greater fulness of blessing — or rather a greater

capacity for enjoying blessings — than others. And

God may bekeeping the believer here , to fit him to

fill a special place which He has prepared for him .

But I believe this, and I think the word teaches us,

that the sinner that believes in Jesus is fit for heaven

themoment he believes. “ He hath made us meet to

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light,"

(Col. i. 12.) Onemomenthe is an unpardoned, hell

deserving sinner ; the next he is an heir of glory.

Because do you not see dear friends that it is not the

“ old inan ," — the old nature, — that is ever made fit

for heaven . Weoften suppose that people go on

improving till they are ready to die. The old nature
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does not improve, and cannot improve, for it is

“ corrupt,” (Eph . iv .) and a corrupt thing is inca

pable of improvement. The " new man is created in

righteousness and true holiness," and, though that

new creation may grow , and be more fully developed ,

it is yet like the first creation before sin came in ,

“ very good.” It is therefore perfect and complete ,

and the moment the new creation takes place in the

sinner's heart, he has in him the germ of glory. He

may be only the little babe, but his limbs are as

complete as the old man’s. He is ready to enter into

“ the inheritance of the saints in light.” And there

fore I say, it is not to make people fit for glory,

though it may be to make them fit for a certain

measure of glory, that the Lord keeps His people

here. No, dear friends,the Lord says, it is “ needful.

to abide in the flesh ” for the benefit of others. And

this is one of the great truths that this verse tells us.

You are left here as a believing sinner, not merely

that you may grow up into the likeness of Christ, but

that you may lead others to Him . And thus

Wherever in the world I am ,

In whatsoe'er estate,

I have a fellowship with hearts

To keep and cultivate ;

And a work of lowly love to do

For the Lord on whom I wait.”

Wherever I am , — whether in the house or garden ,

the kitchen or stable , the office in London or the

church , in the railway or in the cab, — there is no

place where there is not some work to do for Jesus.
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Let us, dear fellow -believers in Jesus, lay hold on this

more and more. You are not to be occupied with self,

but to be a well-spring of life to others. Out of your

lips “ wisdom ” is to proceed ; first to those nearest

and dearest to you . Let us remember that. Mothers

to their children , wives and husbands to one another ,

brothers to sisters, masters to servants, servants to

fellow - servants. If you are a believer, you are to be

a channel of blessing to those who live in the house

where you reside. We often lose sight of this. We

so often think , — Ah, if I were in some other place, I

could do some great thing. No,where God puts you,

there it is that the living water is to flow forth.

Another thought is this. The words we have read

in the Proverbs lay great stress on a man's word

on a man's lips. “ The lips of the righteous feed

many," and so on ; but what is meant by the lips or

the mouth of the righteous ? The mouth is one of

the channels through which the water is to flow forth .

“ Let your speech be always with grace.” “ Life and

death are in the power of the tongue.” What can the

tongue do ? Why, it can tell of Jesus Christ of

the crucified , risen Saviour, — of the gift of the Holy

Ghost. But we also read , “ Out of the abundance of

the heart the mouth speaketh .” It is notmerely out

of the head , it is out of the heart ; and if the river of

living water is to flow forth from you andme, it must

be from a full heart ; and the reason why we are so

often slow to testify for our blessed Saviour in this

dying world, is because our hearts are not full.
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Now justrefer with meto Prov. xxi. 17 , 18 ,because

there is there a very interesting passage which bears

strongly upon this subject. “ Bow down thine ear,

and hear the words of the wise, and apply thine heart

unto my knowledge, [or, unto theknowledge of me.]

For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within

thee.” If you drink of the river of the water of life ,

oh how pleasant it is ; butwhat does he go on to say ?

“ They shall withal be fitted in thy lips.” Now in

Colossians it is first said , “ Let the word of Christ

dwell in you richly ;" and then follows, “ Let your

speech be always of grace ;" because, if the word

does dwell in you , your speech will always be full of

grace, seasoned with salt. That is how it gets there .

“ They shall withal be fitted in thy lips.” And what

is the purpose with which God has made known to

His people the certainty of their salvation, resting on

His word ? “ Have not I,” He continues, (ver.

20,) “ written to thee excellent things in counsel and

knowledge, that I mightmake thee know the certainty

of the words of truth ? ” for to establish the hearts of

His children in the knowledge of His grace and

truth is the first blessed object of the Lord, — to make

us certain . Why then should any of us be satisfied

with uncertainty ? why should we say, I don't know ,

I am not sure, I cannot be sure ? God has said ,

“ That I might make thee know the certainty .”

“ Have not I written to thee excellent things in

counsel and knowledge, that I might make thee to
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know the certainty of the words of truth ? ” If you

are not certain , you do not believe the whole truth .

If there is a doubt in the heart of a single believing

sinner, as to his salvation, what does it prove ? - un

belief. You believe in Jesus, but you do not believe

whatGod has said about Him . You believe part of

the gospel, but you do not believe the whole truth , or

you would have perfect peace.

Then it goes on , “ That thou mightest answer the

words of truth to them that send unto thee .” You

are not only to be certain yourself, but you are to be

able to give forth the certain sound - the words of

truth. Therefore, you must get certainty yourself if

you are to give forth a certain sound to others. This

passage says, “ It is a pleasant thing if thou keep

them within thee ;" and so I say, dear friends-- or

rather, it is not I, but God who says - “ Keep your

heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of

life.” If you want to be a channel of blessing, a com

municator in your measure of the river of water of

life to others around you , see to it that your heart is

filled with Christ. Out of an empty heart, or out of

a half filled heart, there may come a little, but there

will be very great labour about it. If the well is only

half full, you will have to wait a long time at the

wheel before you get the water up ; but if it is full,

it flows over. And so with us. If we are working

for Jesus, we know that the effectual way to spread

the blessing is to have our hearts full of the Lord
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Jesus Christ - full of the Holy Ghost. “ Be ye filled

with the Spirit." " He that believeth on Me, out of

his belly shall flow rivers of living water." .

Another thought is this : that it is not only through

the lips that this blessing is to flow ; and we lose sight

of a great deal of truth if we forget that. It is com

paratively an easy thing to talk about Christ,but how

do we live ? Mark the wonderful directions that God

has given for our learning , in 1 Peter iii. ; where he

contemplates themost touching case that can possibly

be conceived — the case of a wife having an uncon

verted husband, one whom she lives with , and loves,

and perhaps has long prayed for , and yet does not see

his conversion ; and the two, though one flesh , have

not got yet one heart. The most heart-rending case

of all is this case. What does He say then ? “ Like

wise , ye wives,be in subjection to your own husbands;

that, if any obey not the word they also may without

the word be won by the conversation of the wife.”

And the word “ conversation" means there the life ;

it does notmean what we speak . “ Won by the life ! ”

And what is true of the wife with thehusband, is equally

true of the husband with the wife, and of other rela

tionships of life. It is what our life is that tells. Oh

dear friends let us ask ourselves not only what we

speak of at meetings, or what we preach, or the num

ber of tracts we give, or visits we make to the bed

sides of the sick and dying, or the instructions we give

to our children, our servants, or our neighbours ; but

what is the testimony of our life ? Is there flowing
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up from your life and mine such a sweet savour of

Jesus, that others, who perhaps do not hear the

gospel, are nevertheless won to Christ ? It is a very

solemn question , and one that ought to make us think

deeply of what our inconsistencies are, and how many

may be stumbling who hear and see the profession

we make, but who do not see a corresponding effect

in our lives.

Again , remember to whom we bear witness. It is

to Jesus. The gift of the Holy Spirit is through Him

not through ourselves. The very fact of testifying

to Jesus ought to induce a never ceasing, holy watch

fulness. If we take His nameon our lips — if we say

we have drunk of the living stream — if we bear wit

ness — that should produce a holy watchfulness in us

that others may see that wewalk in Him . “ He that

saith , he abideth in Him , ought himself also so to

walk , even as He walked,” ( 1 John ü . 6 .) There is

a great deal of talking, as we know , about self, and a

great deal of living so that others may take knowledge

of us: but what does Christ say ? “ That they may

see your good works ?” Yes, butnot to glorify you .

“ To glorify your Father that is in heaven.” Oh !

may God give us grace, so in our words and lives to

testify of Jesus, that from us may go forth rivers of

living water ; and that in the homes where we live,

and the places where we work, instead of a barren ,

dreary desert, there may spring upmany trees of the

Lord 's planting.

Then just one other thing,and that is this : remein
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ber dear friends that the believer is not the Giver,

but only the channel — not the reservoir, but only the

pipe - nothing more, nothing less. We are not to

attribute any power to ourselves, but to remember

that “ it is not by might, nor by power, but by My

Spirit, saith the Lord .” It does notmatter what kind

of a channel you may be in one respect. It does not

matter through what kind of pipes the water or the

gas may come into our houses ; the only thing is that

they should convey it. Some pipes may be made of

lead , others of gold , but if they convey to others the

blessing of the living water , they do equally well.

It is not you who do the work . God is the giver

of eternal life -- the giver of His Son - the giver of

His Spirit. You do not give the living water, but

the living water in a sense flows through you ; and

it is a solemn question for each of us, not — what is

my position in the world , not — what I am made of,

but is the living water flowing forth from me to

others? Oh ! what a little thing will prevent the

gas from coming through the pipe ! What a little

thing will prevent the water flowing freely ! What

a little thing will prevent in our lives the grace of

Christ, and the life of Christ, from flowing forth

freely ! Let us see to this. A very little thing will

hinder it ; but remember this, dear friends, the reser

voir is always full. The channelmay be dry, but the

fountain never is, for it is up in heaven . If anything

happens to the supply of water in your house, what is

the thought that occurs to you ? Something is the
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matter with the pipe. You do not think the reser

voir is dry ; but you send to the people whose business

it is to attend to the pipe, and you have it set right.

Now it is just so with the human channels of God's

blessing. Where you see imperfection and failure, do

not attribute it to the fountain , but to the worthless

pipe. Let us remember that. The fountain is always

“ the fountain of life.” May God help us to realise

in greater measure the truth of this wondrous verse,

“ He that believeth on Me,as the Scripture hath said ,

out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water."

I feel, and so must many of you feel, who come to

these meetings, thatwemust confess to ourselves that

we are very poor channels. Wedo not spread abroad

the living water. There is death all around us,men

dying, perishing for lack of knowledge, and our

tongues are tied . Why ? Because our hearts are

not full. I do not think people need so much stirring

to work for God, as exhorting to walk close to Christ ;

for I believe that, if we walk close to Christ, we shall

witness to others. Weshall then have that beautiful

passage fulfilled in us, (Isa. lviii.,) “ The Lord shall

guide thee continually , and satisfy thy soul in

drought, and make fat thy bones : and thou shalt be

like a watered garden , and like a spring of water,

whose waters fail not." “ With joy shalt thou draw

water out of the wells of salvation ,” — not for yourself

only, but for others.

Now dear friends are there any here to-night who

have not taken this living water for themselves ?
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What is your heart and mouth ? “ The mouth of

fools breatheth out foolishness."

are in the power of the tongue ;" and if your life and

your lips are not telling of blessing, telling of life,

you are speaking of death . You know that in the

parable we have the husbandman speaking about the

barren tree. He says, “ Cut it down ,why cumbereth

it the ground ? ” The word really is,why does it hurt

the ground ? - why does it do injury ? - why does it

deprive the ground of blessing ? That is what a

barren tree is doing. If there is any soul here with

out Christ, not having the Spirit of Christ, you are

not blessing but injuring others. It is either one or

the other . It is either life or death that is in the

power of the tongue. You are either helping to

bring souls to Christ, or by your words and life you

are helping to people hell as fast as you can. And if

you get to hell yourself, you will have the misery , the

eternal agony, of seeing others whom you might

through Jesus have led to glory, but whom your life

and words have led down that steep road to the bot

tomless pit.

What shall I tell you to -night? Why, dear

friends, that the fountain is open now , and that you

may drink of that fountain opened by the death of

Jesus ; it was Jesus bearing your sins, dying in your

place, that opened that fountain ; it was the Just One

taking the sinner's place, and bearing the curse of

God due to you , that enables now the living God to

be just, and the giver of His own Holy Spirit to

place, that open con's place, and bearns living God to
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every sinner that believes on His Son . Why should

you be barren when Christ has died ? Oh, I have

seen two such glorious instances of the power of truth

since we were here last ! One was the case of an

elderly man, who is said to be in his last illness, and

I believe he is . He began to say what a wretched

sinner he was. Heknew he was dying,and he could

see no hope. He said , “ I have been such a wretched

sinner, I never could hope to be saved.” One tried

to put before him the truth about the blood of Jesus

being perfectly sufficient to cleanse him , that God

had accepted the sacrifice , and would accept every

one that would trust in Him . No, he would not see

it,would not believe it. I went to him the next day,

and found him more distressed than before. I felt

there was hope. I do feel there is hope when a man

begins to say, I am a wretched sinner , I am too great

a sinner to be saved. Christ saves the great sinners ,

those who seem great sinners to themselves. Well,

two days afterward , I went again . The old man

jumped up from his sofa, and came to me with joy

in his face. “ Are you better ? ” “ Oh yes, much

better.” “ Better in your soul? ” “ Oh yes, the bur

den is gone, I see it all now , it is all clear.” I do

not know that I use his exact words, but he was rest

ing on this fact, that the blood of Jesus Christ did

cleanse from all sin ; and his testimony was, “ He

will never let me go.” Wehave to praise God that

this poor dying man was resting on Jesus. Now ,

dear friends, can you say that ? Is theburden gone?
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have you drunk the living waters ? Have you got

satisfaction where God gets it , in the death , the right

eousness, the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. De

pend upon it, if you are satisfied with what satisfies

God, you need not fear.

The other instance occurred only two hours ago.

A man who had himself drunk of the living water,

and who for years has been occupied as a city mis

sionary in a dark part of London , sent to me this

afternoon to say that he was dying. A few weeks

before he was well and strong. An abscess had

formed, and they did not know how long he would

live. I went there. Oh what a glorious testimony he

bore to the power and grace of Christ. He had only

one thing to say, “ Jesus is mine." “ Jesus will

never leave me, He has enabled me to go through all

the suffering, and He has enabled me to leave all,

wife and children, in His hands.” Such was his tes

timony. He had himself proved what it was to drink

of the living water. He had come to Christ,and his

life had been spent in spreading abroad the gospel, in

being a channel of blessing to others. And does

Christ forsake him ? No, He never will, and He is

the same Jesus I have preached to you to -night,wait

ing to bless you now , filled with compassion , mercy,

and forgiveness for you. Will you trust Him ? Oh ,

do not let the time pass, do not let the night pass, so

far as you are responsible, (and a fearful responsibility

it is, to hear of Christ and to turn away, do not let

this night pass as many others have passed , without
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coming to Jesus as a lost sinner, and resting your

soul on him . “ Ask and you shall receive ;" you shall

receive this living water , you shall receive the Holy

Ghost the Comforter ; not to be a parting guest, but

to “ abide with you for ever," and to change your

wretched, hell-deserving soul into one made white in

the blood of the Lamb, and made meet for heaven ,

and to be an heir of glory through faith in Jesus.

May God bless His word !



THE HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP .

PHILIPPIANS iii . 20 .

" For our conversation [citizenship) is in heaven.”

“ I TELL you weeping,” (ver. 18.) Whatmade Paul

weep ? He was not a man to weep for trifles. He

could say of “ bonds and afflictions,” “ none of these

things move me.” “ I endure all things.” But there

was onething he could not endure, one affliction that

could move him , and that was the sight of men , who

while they professed to be disciples of the Saviour,

“ served not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their own

belly," and who, whilst bearing the, to him , unspeak

ably precious name of Christ, hesitated not to lead

a life which brought on that name nothing but

contempt.

Over such men Paul could and did weep. The

thoughtless world could laugh (for “ fools make a

mock at sin ” ) at the wretched inconsistency of those

who pretended to have their treasure in heaven , and

yet grasped eagerly at the things of the earth, and

would doubtless despise them too : but Paul did

neither ; he wept for the dishonour done to that cross

of Christ, of which they were the worst " enemies.”

He wept for the injury inflicted on those who were
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just beginning to tread the narrow way, and who

would be so grievously stumbled by the conduct of

these false brethren . And with something of that

divine compassion which moved the heart of his Lord

and Master,when Hetoo wept over the self-righteous

yet godless city, as He summed up its iniquities and

foretold its approaching end , Paul wept for the

wretched men themselves, for he knew that their

“ end was destruction .”

And well might he weep, as he wrote that awful

word . Well might David say, “ Horror hath taken

hold upon me, because of the wicked that forsake thy

law .” For as assuredly as Jesus told them of Caper

naum and Bethsaida , that it would be more tolerable

for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than

for them ; so certainly will the destruction that awaits

those who appropriate to themselves the name of

Christ, either for the sake of gain or respectability ,

and have “ a form of godliness," whilst they “ deny

its power," be an unspeakably terrible one.

But Paul did not mean them to dwell on the chą

racter or end of the wretched men , who brought such

tenfold destruction on their souls by a false profession

of Christianity. He was writing to real believers,

and his object was both to caution them against the

“ false brethren ” that were in their midst,and to show

them by contrast what their life ought to be, who

were in deed and in truth “ partakers of Christ.”

So after giving as the distinctive and final charac

teristic of the ungodly professors of religion , that they
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“ mind earthly things," he introduces the description

of the position and hope of the true follower of Jesus

by the words, “ For our conversation [literally " citi

zenship ’] is in heaven ;" the " for ” implying that this

was the ground on which he had based the exhorta

tion of ver. 17, that they should “ walk so as they

had him for an ensample," i. e., of course so far as he

followed Christ.

With these words let us occupy ourselves,and con

sider with God's help , and expecting His blessing,

the qualification , privileges,and responsibilities of the

heavenly citizen .

First, his qualification , that is, how he becomes a

citizen of heaven .

A man is not born such , no earthly birth qualifies

him for glory. Paul said of himself in ver . 5 ,thathe

was " of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin , an

Hebrew of the Hebrews,” and as such he had “ much

profit every way." But he was not thereby qualified

for the heavenly inheritance. He was also a free

born Roman citizen , (Acts xxii. 28 ,) and thereby he

possessed peculiar rights, but no right of entrance

into “ the new Jerusalem .”

On the contrary, he said of himself and his breth

ren , “ We were by nature children of wrath , even

as others,” (Eph. ii. 3.) For the natural heart, be

ing at enmity with God , inherits only condemnation

and death , the just doom of all His enemies, and

therefore earthly birth qualifies a man not for heaven ,

but for hell. “ That which is born of the flesh is
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flesh ," and the “ carnal ” (or fleshly ) mind being

enmity against God , who is the ruler of that heavenly

city , can never hope to enter its glorious gates as a

citizen .

Nor indeed does it hope ; an unrenewed man may

hope to be saved , because he has a natural dread of

that which the Word of God assures us awaits the

unsaved ; but he does not ever really hope to enter

heaven , his earthly mind would be wretched in

heaven ; for his nature is unchanged , his tastes are

all opposed to heavenly enjoyments, and those “ plea

sures ” which are " at God's right hand ” have no

attraction for him to whom the presence of a holy

God would be a hateful, an intolerable thing.

No ! it is not by birth ; " child of hell," " ye are

of your father the devil,” were the terms used by

Incarnate Truth to describe those who though “ Abra

ham 's seed ” were nevertheless not " Abraham 's chil

dren ,” (John viï . 37 , 39,) and who were the repre

sentatives of the natural and unconverted man in

every age, notwithstanding the outward cloak of

decent religion which they possessed, and which

Christ-rejecting hearts like to wear still, for appear

ance' sake.

A man does not become a citizen of heaven by resi

dence. Foreigners, after residing a certain time in

another country, can be naturalised , and thus become

citizens, but it is only after residence ; and who has

complied with this condition , or who can comply with

it ? One, and only One ever did . Hewho, while He
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asserted His own heavenly origin , and His consequent

knowledge of " heavenly things," yet at the same time

declared that He was the sole possessor of this qualifi

cation , for He said , “ No man hath ascended up to

heaven, but He that came down from heaven , the

Son of man, which is in heaven .”

Hewas therefore the only one who had right to the

heavenly city by residence there.

Paul, it is true, was “ caught up into the third

heaven," but that gave him no right to dwell there ;

whatever right he had, had been acquired long before.

So we can ground no claim on that score. “ Aliens

and strangers ” bynature, we had never resided there:

whatever claims our forefather Adam had, (and I

doubt very much whether anything beyond earthly

dominion was ever Adam 's birthright,) everything

was forfeited when he fell, and we in him ; for in him

we died, and since heaven contains no dead citizens,

our title, if ever we had any , becameat once void .

Again , a man does not becomea citizen of heaven

by merit. Here on earth men who are distinguished

by noble birth, or have ennobled themselves by deeds

of worth or valour, are presented with the freedom

of this or that city , and their names are enrolled

among its inhabitants. The heavenly citizenship is

not thus obtained , for nothing short of absolute per

fection is recognised as entitling any man to its privi

leges. The fair and specious claims that men in

their blind self-righteousness present, such as “ a good

character," " a blameless life," " an amiable disposi
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tion," " a benevolent heart," " an upright walk ," " a

conscience that has nothing to accuse itself of,” and

“ a strict attention to the ordinances of religion ,”

when weighed in the balances of the sanctuary , are

all “ found wanting ; " for all are marred by sin , and

however well they may have succeeded in securing

the respect and love of their fellow -creatures, they

have yet failed in reaching that standard which can

alone warrant any claim to the heavenly inheritance ;

for it is written , “ ALL HAVE SINNED , AND

COME SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD.”

After all, " come short! ” Like the tower of Babel,

its top yet fails to “ reach unto heaven ,” grand and

imposing as it may appear on earth. In such terms

as these, has the Spirit of God written “ worthless " upon

all the excellencies of the naturalman, and declared

that “ all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”

No, dear friends, it is notby having complied with

any of these conditions that a sinner becomes a citi

zen of heaven . And yet the child of God has a claim ,

in which the light ofGod's judgment-seat will detect

no flaw , and which is founded on each of them .

It is by birth , but not the natural one. To be a

citizen of earth , you must have an earthly nature, to

be a citizen of heaven , you must have the heavenly .

“ Ye must be born again ,” (or “ from above." ) “ The

Holy Ghost 'must come upon thee, and the power of

the Highest 'must overshadow thee." There must

be " a new creature ” formed in you , even Christ, the

Son ofGod . And how is this effected , do you ask ??
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The 3rd of John answers, through looking at, trust

ing on , believing in a crucified Saviour ; as the dying

Israelite wasborn again as to his natural life through

looking at the serpent. So is the sinner who looks

believingly to Jesus, the recipient then and there of a

new , an everlasting life. “ For as many as received

Him , to them gave He power to become the sons of

God, even to them that believe on His name, which

were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh ,

nor of the will of man , but of God ,” ( John i.

12, 13.)

And this is by the gospel ; for saith St Peter , ye

were “ born again , not of corruptible seed, but of in

corruptible , by the word of God, and this is the word

which by the gospel is preached unto you ."

Oh, how gloriously simple, how gloriously free !

Faith in Jesus, trust in Jesus, the means whereby a

dead sinner becomes “ partaker of the Divine nature,”

and thus a “ partaker of the heavenly calling,” and a

free -born citizen of heaven.

It is by residence, for believing in Jesus, you are

made one with Him , “ married to Him that is raised

from the dead ,” (Rom . vii. 4 ,) and therefore , as the

bride becomes solely by virtue of union with her

husband a joint possessor of all his rights, so does

the sinner, once and for ever united to Christ, become

a " joint-heir” with Him , (Rom .viii. 17,) whose home

and property is all in glory.

It is by merit,and by merit which God himself,

the searcher of hearts, recognises as perfect, by a
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righteousness which the light of glory will only serve

more fully to display in all its beauty.

Thatmerit, that righteousness is CHRIST. Christ

himself, Christ THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD ,

given so freely , so entirely to every one that believeth ,

that the sinner who thus trusts in Jesus can say, “ In

the Lord I have righteousness,” ( Isa . xlv. 24 .) He is

“ the Lord our righteousness,” (Jer. xxiii. 6 .) “ He

is made ofGod unto us righteousness,” ( 1 Cor. i. 30 .)

He was " made sin for us who knew no sin ; that we

might be made the righteousness of God in Him ,”

(2 Cor. vi. 21.) “ And this righteousness is . upon

all them that believe,” (Rom . iii. 22.) For they are

“ justified from all things,” (Acts xiii. 39.) Such

are the blessed statements of the Scriptures of God.

And you will thus see how in Christ the believing

sinner acquires both by birth , by residence, and by

merit, a perfect title and claim to be recognised as a

citizen of heaven .

Is there then any wonder , when we consider how

utterly short all man 's claims fall, and how sufficient

a claim he can acquire by accepting Jesus, that Paul,

after enumerating his privileges and claims as a Jew ,

his merits as a so - called religious character, should

say of them all, in the previous part of this chapter ,

“ I count all things but loss for the excellency of the

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I

have suffered the loss of all things, and do count

them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found

in Him , not having mine own righteousness, which is

Δη
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of the law , but that which is through the faith of

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith ? ”

Hereon, and on nothing else, was Paul's assurance

of his citizenship grounded. Hereon must your assur

ance rest, if you wish to take up these words, and say,

“ Our citizenship is in heaven ." A new birth by the

power of the Holy Ghost, through faith in Jesus, and

the possession of Christ as your alone righteousness ,

are the only grounds on which the word of God war

rants us to build our hopes of this glorious inherit

ance.

Having these, our assurance may be, and ought to

be complete, since the life thus begun is, we are again

and again told by our God, an everlasting one, and

since that union with Christ,which makes you pos

sessorof Him , and all that is His, is onewhich through

all eternity can never be broken asunder .

Weare therefore warranted in saying our citizen

ship is in heaven , — not only shall be, but is ; weare

not yet inhabitants of heaven , in its fullest sense, but

we are its citizens, and we look for, as our home, that

“ city whose builder and maker is God.”

Now ,whatare theprivileges ofthe heavenly citizen ?

First, property, and that unlimited ! The citizen

of heaven is , we have seen , a joint-heir with Christ,

and Christ is “ heir of ALL THINGS,” (Heb .i. 2 .) Won

derful it may be, and undoubtedly is, surpassing our

highest imaginations, that by the grace of God a child

of wrath should be constituted joint- possessor with

Jesus of “ all things.” Mark , not merely saved , un
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speakably great as the gift of salvation is, but made

a joint -heir with Christ ; yet such is the grace of

God . “ He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and

lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them

among princes, and to make them inherit the throne

of glory,” ( 1 Sam . ii. 8 .) Truly does He say, “ My

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways

my ways. For as the heavens are higher than the

earth , so are my ways higher than your ways ,and my

thoughts than your thoughts,” ( Isa . lv. 8, 9 .) Christ

is “ heir of all things;" and the people of God , the

citizens of heaven , though not yet entered upon pos

session as the married wife,may yet, as the espoused

bride of Christ, (2 Cor. xi. 2 ,) survey with delight the

property of their glorious Lord.

They shall share His kingdom . Washed in the

blood of Him that loved them , they are already

“ kings unto God ,” (Rev. i. 6 .) And Daniel (chapter

vii.) tells us that the kingdom shall be theirs. In

vers . 13, 14 , he beholds the everlasting dominion of

the kingdom given unto one “ like the Son of man ;"

and in ver. 27 he is told that “ the kingdom and do

minion shall be given to the people of the saints of

theMost High ;" so that His kingdom is their king

dom . “ To him that overcometh ,” (comp. 1 John v.

4 , 5 , and Rev. xi . 11,) “ will I grant to sit with Me

in My throne,” (Rev. iii. 21.) “ This honour have

all His saints,” (Ps. cxlix . 9 .)

They shall share His glory. Three passages may

suffice to prove this. Not only does Jesus say, “ Fa
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ther, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be

with Mewhere I am , that they may behold My glory,"

(John xvii. 24 .) But in ver. 22 He says, “ The

glory which Thou gavest Me, I have given them .”

His glory is their glory.

In Col. iii. 4 the promise is explicit “ When

Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also

appear with Him in glory !”

And accordingly, in St John's vision , as described

in Rev. xxi. 10, 11, the expected hour is come, and

he beholds “ that great city , the holy Jerusalem , de

scending out of heaven from God, having the glory of

God ! ”

These two things, the kingdom and the glory, com

prise " all things.” Mind, they are not the king, but

the kingdom ; not the husband, butthe property . He,

the Lord and Saviour, is the one great object of His

people's hopes and desires, they “ look for Him ," (Heb.

ix . 28 ,) but He shows us the “ all things” that God

gives His people " with Him ” (Rom . viii. 32 ;) and

then exhorts and charges every one of us that we

should " walk worthy of God,who hath called us unto

His kingdom and glory,” (1 Thess. ii. 11, 12 .)

And does not, should not this follow , dear friends ?

Can the heirs of such a kingdom be like those who

“ mind earthly things ?” Ah ! we know too well

the exhortation in Col. iii. 1, to set our " affection on

things above, not on things on the earth ,” is continu

ally necessary . But why ? Because we believe not

the promises of God concerning this wondrous destiny.
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Content often with bare salvation, satisfied with for

giveness of sins, we care not to examine the deed of

gift by which these glories are assured to the believer.

Weare not like those of old who " embraced the

promises," and looked eagerly for that better country ,

and that heavenly city ; and is there then any wonder

that our lives confess not, as theirs did , that “ we are

strangers and pilgrimson the earth ? ” (Heb . xi. 3, 16 .)

Unlike saints of later date even , many are ignorant

of the riches of that " better and more enduring sub

stance ” that they have " in heaven ," and it is there

fore little wonder that their “ goods” here are the chief

objects of interest, (Heb . x. 34.)

Again and again does the command to a pilgrim

life come, as of old , saying, “ Arise ye, and depart,

for this is not your rest, for it is polluted,” (Micah

ii. 10 .) But the eye of faith has ceased to contem

plate the “ rest that remaineth for the people of God,"

or does it but seldom , and the carnal mind, the old

nature, gladly seeks its pleasures and comforts in its ·

old home, down here.

There is nothing to astonish us in seeing a man

grasping after earthly riches , honours, pleasures, who

has never had a glimpse of the wondrous and endur

ing glories of the world to come. It is only natural

thathe should seek them , and endeavour to compen

sate himself against any probable evil in the future,

by asmuch gratification as he can procure now , and

thereby hide from his thoughts the solemn truths of

an approaching judgment; but it is a marvellous
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thing, and must make angels wonder, to see the heirg

apparent to a throne of glory , the possessors of the

title-deeds of the incorruptible and unfading inherit

ance, lowering themselves to the position of a world

ling, and making it their chief object to get as much

as they can here, forgetful of the “ things which God

hath prepared for them that love Him ," and that

“ glory that is about to be revealed .” .

May it, by God 's grace , not be so with us.

But, secondly , the heavenly citizen gets protection ;

property hereafter, protection now ; and that is no

mean thing for weak and helpless pilgrims, sur

rounded by enemies, by those men who love not God,

and therefore love not His people , and by the

“ wicked spirits in heavenly places,” of Eph. vi. 12,

(margin ,) who are continually assaulting them in

· their heavenward journey.

As earthly citizenship confers a right to the pro

tection of an earthly state , so does heavenly citizen

ship bring with it a right to the protection of Heaven.

Roman citizenship was no trifling benefit to Paul

when in trouble , (Acts xxii. 26 .) An Englishman

may claim the protection of England's fleets and Eng

land’s soldiers wherever hemay be.

The child of God has a nobler citizenship , and a

mightier protection . Who are your protectors? — the

angels of God “ that excel in strength ," they are

“ sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of

salvation ,” (Heb. i. 14 .) “ He shall give His angels

charge over thee to keep thee in all thy ways,” (Ps.
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xci. 11.) Like Elisha in Dothan, though there be

" a great host ” compassing you , yet there are also

" horses and chariots of fire round about" you too,

(2 Kings vi. 14 , 17.)

· But you have more than the angels of God. He

Himself is your " strong habitation whereunto ” you

may “ continually resort,” (Ps. lxxi. 3.) The heart

of love that gave Jesus to die for your sins, still beats

tenderly. He says, “ I will be with him in trouble.”

The eye of the Bridegroom watches carefully over the

meanest one that forms part of the bride which He

purchased from death , sin , and destruction , by His

own blood .

“ The everlasting arms" are underneath you. He

says, “ He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of

Mine eye." And Hewho said , “ All power is given

unto Me in heaven and in earth ,” adds, “ I will never

leave you, nor forsake you ." Oh, what security is

yours! “ Kept by the power of God through faith

unto salvation ,” ( 1 Pet. i. 5 ,) whom need you fear ?

You are invulnerable, and may say with David , “ I

will not fear what man shall do unto me,” for “ the

angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that

fear Him , and delivereth them ,” (Ps. xxxiv . 7,) and

God himself is “ your help and your shield.”

Earthly protection may be unable to reach you

everywhere, but prison doors (Acts xii.) are not too

mighty for God 's messengers, and the “ ends of the

earth ” are not too far for His arm . (Ps. cxxxix,

9 , 10.)
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The whale's belly, the lions' den , the fiery furnace,

the throng and business of Babylon , or the presence

chamber of Cæsar, are all alike to Him who has said ,

“ I am with you always.”

Therefore be strong and very courageous ; wher

ever duty calls you , boldly go. You need fear no

evil ; the persecution of the openly ungodly, or the

ridicule of decent and silver -slippered religionists, need

not terrify you . Confess His name boldly , lead the

forlorn hopes of His battles, stand out as a witness

for Jesus in the midst of an ungodly world , seek out

the perishing , brave the dangers. No evil can or

shall befall you, for God is on your side. Clad in

His armour you are secure, fighting under His ban

ner the victory is yours, for Christ is " the Captain ” of

your " salvation .”

There may be one who says, " Ah, I am not one of

those soldiers. I fought once, I held the sword and

shield , and walked in the way of conflict and victory,

but I grew cold and careless. I ceased to fight, I

wandered far away ; I cannot get back , all is dark,

the light has faded away. I shall one day perish by

the hand of the enemy."

Cheer up, poor backslider, you have grown cold ,

but Jesus has not. You are weak, but He is mighty .

You have wandered, but He has followed you . Just

as when Christian and his companion , like you, had

turned away through Bypath Meadow , and wandered

carelessly on, till they found themselves in the dun

geons of Doubting Castle, and in the grasp of Giant
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Despair, and yet found there a key that unlocked

every gate and set them free again , even the key of

promise ; so are there for you some precious promises

of protection thatshall strengthen your fainting heart,

and raise your waning faith. Has Jesus changed ?

“ I am the Lord, I change not,” (Mal. iii. 6 .)

Has He broken His promise ? “ I will never leave

you , nor forsake you !”

You have changed , you have wandered , and He

has permitted you, in your experience, to suffer the

consequences of your carelessness and folly , and now

you are in trouble.

But look at Him ,He is still as nigh, still as loving ,

still as mighty ; trust in Him . Though you may

remember your wretched backsliding, He will not,

and His strong hand will guide your feet once more

into the way of peace. The protection of Heaven is

still yours, and the throne of grace is still nigh , that

you may come and get “ strength to help in time of

need .”

Lastly , Let us consider what are the responsibilities

of the heavenly citizen ! For we must never forget

that just as earthly citizenship brings responsibilities

with it, aswell as privileges, so does the heavenly ,and

those responsibilities no slight ones. What are they ?

First, obedience to the King, subjection to His lows.

Remember, that if you own Christ as your Saviour ,

you must also own Him as your Lord . He has de

livered you by His death from the slavery of sin , and

the service of the god of this world ; but what for 2
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to “ serve the living God.” “ Ye were the servants of

sin,” but “ being made free from sin , ye became the

servants of righteousness,” (Rom . vi. 17, 18 .)

This is no hard bondage, dear friends. Christ is

not " an austere man," as enemies and false servants

would make Him out to be. His service is perfect

freedom . The believer can say

“ In a service which Thy will appoints

There are no bonds for me,

For my inmost heart is taught the truth

That makes Thy children free ;

And a life of self-renouncing love

Is a life of liberty ! ”

Yes, the Christian can say with David , (Ps. cxix.

32,) “ I will run the way of Thy commandments,when

Thou shalt enlarge my heart.” :

Jesus has given the heavenly citizens laws for

their guidance - His blessed word. “ Laws from

heaven for life on earth ,” as one has called them , a

collection of such statutes, as no earthly state ever

possessed , - nothing vague about them , though unin

telligible for those who know not Him that wrote the

book . To those who in sincerity say, “ Show me thy

way, O Lord, teach me thy truth ," and have learnt

to come to the “ Counsellor ” for teaching and guid

ance, all is clear and plain . For every difficulty

there is direction, for every trial a promise. “ The

law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; the

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the

simple,” (Ps. xix. 7.)

To this law , dear friends, let us be obedient, who
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believe that our names are enrolled amongst those

that are " written in heaven."

Oh , what blessings are there not promised to

simple, unhesitating obedience to His laws, - not part

of them , but all ; not only to what we like naturally ,

but to all that He commands, for “ every word of

God is pure ! ” And let us remember , that amongst

the parting words of Jesus to His disciples were

these, which ought ever to ring in our ears, “ Ifa

man love Me, he will keep My words,” ( John xiv. 23.)

Yes, obedience is the citizen 's first duty, and with

out that, it is vain to talk of love and faith . The

path of obedience may be, will be often hard to flesh

and blood, but " the way of the Lord is strength to

the upright;" and He never requires obedience,

where He does not promise strength to obey. It is

the path of peace, of joy , of blessing, for that word

stands true for ever , “ Blessed is the man that

feareth the Lord , that delighteth greatly in His com

mandments,” (Ps. cxii. 1.) “ In the keeping of

them there is great reward ,” (Ps. xix . 11.)

Again , a citizen is responsible for the welfare and

peace of his fellow -citizens. And so are we. Who

are our fellow -citizens ? All believers in Jesus.

Every child of God throughout the world , whatever

his colour, name, age, rank, or sect. If they have

been washed in the blood of the Lamb, if the Spirit

of God has renewed them unto eternal life, they are

our brethren, and heirs with us of the glory of God.

Oh , dear friends, how narrow our minds are apt
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to get ! If people don 't see exactly as we do, or walk

according to our rules, if their views on some points

are a little different, ( I mean lesser points,) if their

church system differs a little from ours, how ready

we are to turn them the cold shoulder and shun

them ! But are they not our brethren ? Has not

one Father received them and us ? Is not the same

precious blood sprinkled on us both ? Is not our

property in glory one and the same ? Then we are to

“ love asbrethren ” here. Weare to be " pitiful” and

“ courteous.” We are to " seek every man another's

wealth.” We are " every one of us to please his

neighbour for his good to edification,” (Rom . xv. 2 ,)

and to " receive one another, as Christ also received

us, to the glory ofGod.”

Weare “ fellow - citizens with the saints,and of the

household of God ;" and ifmy fellow -citizen happens

to live in Church of England Street, or Wesleyan

Street, or Independent Street, or Baptist Square, or

Brethren ’s Row , I am still to love him , and seek his

welfare, and to have communion with him , on the one

glorious and common ground that “ the blood of the

Lamb is the union of the saints.” And we cannot

shirk this great duty of seeking the welfare, spiritual

and temporal, of our fellow -citizens, without injury

to our own souls,and damage to the cause of Christ.

God has given to each of us power for some little

brotherly service, and some sphere to exercise it in ,

however small. We all have need one of another,

the hand of the foot,and the foot of the hand ; and if
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one refuses to do his share , the whole body suffers

loss, and that individualmember , for want of proper

exercise, grows weak and stunted .

The Master , in His various members, has need of

each one of us. May He give us grace to see our

responsibility in this matter more and more, and to

remember that in serving one another we serve the

Lord Christ !

Lastly, (though these are but a few of the respon

sibilities, the citizen is bound to uphold and increase,

where he can, the honour and glory of his King.

This can be done in two ways. First, by a bold

· and uncompromising confession of our citizenship,

and of Him whose nameyou bear.

Wherever an Englishman goes he is not ashamed

to confess his country . And should a sinner saved

by grace be ashamed to own the country which God

has made him a citizen of ?

Whenever Christian and Hopeful were asked by

any one whither they were going, they were able to

answer without hesitation , “ To the Celestial City .”

And should we be different ? Remember , there is no

presumption or pride in boldly confessing that you

are a Christian. You did not make yourself one,

there is nothing to boast of; God made you a citizen

of glory , and wrote your name in the Lamb's Book of

Life, not you.

When Jesus, in Mark v., told the madman whom

He had just healed to confess Him as the One who

had made such a change in him . He said , “ Tell them ”
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(not what great things thou hast done for Me, but)

“ what great things the Lord hath done for thee, and

hath had compassion on thee."

Confession of Christ, as your Lord honours Him ,

and this is done as much by your life as by your lip ,

if not more. Oh, dear friends. be not ashamed

of Jesus! He was not ashamed of you : “ He en

dured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down

at the right hand of the throne of God ." Your

shame cannot ever equal His. A little laughter, or

mockery , is probably the most you will be called

upon to bear. Bear it for Him . You owe Him

everything . He only asks in return , that you should

bearwitness for Him , by word and deed , in a world ,

the citizens of which still say, “ We will not have

this man to reign over us ;" “ We have no king but

Cæsar.” Bear your testimony to Jesus as the rightful

Lord of all, though you be the only one in the room ,

or the only one in the world. And when He comes

again , He will confess you before His Father which

is in heaven .

Remember whose you are , and disgrace not Him

whose nameyou bear , and the country to which you

belong, by a worldly, inconsistent walk. “ Mind not

earthly things,” but “ walk worthy of Him who has

called you to His kingdom and glory.”

Secondly, you can increase His glory by adding to

the number of His subjects ; " for in the multitude

of the people is the king's honour,” (Prov . xiv. 28 .)

As Moses said to Hobab, (Num . x . 29 ) so say you
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to those whose feet are yet in the broad road, “ We

are journeying to the place which the Lord has said ,

: ' I will give it you ,' come thou with us, and we will

do thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good concern

ing Israel.”

Don't be content with travelling alone. “ He that

winneth souls is wise." How few are your Master's

subjects ! Can you not add to their number ? Don't

you know of one,whom by loving entreaty , by con

sistent example, and by persevering prayer to God,

you can lead to Jesus ? Oh, are there not many

within reach of that influence which God has given

you, who are, as yet, only citizens of the world , and

who have heard even but little of the glories of that

kingdom towards which you are hastening ? Can

you not tell them of the grace, the love, the power of

Jesus ? Can you not tell them how He sought, and

found you , when nothing but a child of wrath, “ even

as others,” and how He brought you to Himself, and

saved you with an everlasting salvation ?

Thusmight thenumber of His people be increased ,

thus would that day be hastened on , when the last

one being added to thatmultitude which no man can

number, “ He shall see of the travail of His soul, and

shall be satisfied."

Oh , what unspeakable joy will it be then to see

amid that happy, glorious throng around the Saviour's

throne, one, even only one soul, radiant with all the

bliss and glory of His presence, which but for the

message of love and pardon , conveyed to it by your
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lips,would , humanly speaking, have been banished

to the woes and darkness of an everlasting hell ! Who

can tell the joy of that moment, of that eternity !

Let us then seek , beloved brethren and sisters in

Jesus, thus to increase the glory and honour of our

Lord and Saviour. Time is short ! Souls are pre

cious ! Jesus is mighty to save, and able to keep

those whom He saves !

May He help us during this " little while” so to

bear witness, by our words and works, to the reality

of our heavenly citizenship, and of His grace who

made us heirs of such a kingdom , that many may be

led to Him who invites all and who casts out none

that come.

And now , but one word more ; are we all citizens

of heaven ? Are we all in that narrow way, at the

end of which the glories of that celestial city shine so

brightly ?

Friends, whither are you bound ? An eternal

habitation is before you . Which is yours to be ?

Shall you be “ for ever with the Lord,” or for ever

with the devil and his angels ? You say, " I hope to

be saved.” Are you yst in the narrow way ? If not,

your hope of being saved is about as good a one as

the devil's. There is no hope out of Christ, and He

says, “ I am the way.” Are you in Christ ? I don 't

ask what you hope to be, but what you are now , to

day. ' Whom do you serve ? God, or the god of this

world ? Jesus Christ, or self ?

Let me speak to those who know that, as far as
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regards themselves , they are not yet in the way to

glory , not yet citizens of heaven : because not yet

born again of the Spirit.

It is my privilege and duty to tell you the good

news: lay hold of it as good news for yourself. You

may be saved to -night. You may enter in at the

gate at the head of the way to -night. You may be

born again to -night !

Salvation is accomplished . Jesushas died for your

sins. AndGod offers to you a free salvation to -night,

themoment you trust in that finished sacrifice, which

He has accepted for you. You have nothing to do.

Jesus has done all that had to be done : and said ,

“ It is finished .” Be satisfied with that, and God is

then satisfied with you. Trust in Jesus as your

Substitute and Saviour, and God accepts you, and

pardons you for His sake.

The door is open , and we are to compel you to

come in . The message is, “ Yet there is room ." You

may come as you are, for “ all things are ready."

Oh, come! Come as that valiant man who, bursting

through the throng of enemies, went boldly up to the

door, and said , “ Set my name down ;” or come as

poor Mercy came, falteringly and tremblingly , almost

afraid to knock, but come asyou are.

“ If you tarry till you 're better ,

You will never come at all,

Not the righteous,

Sinners Jesus came to call.”

And He calls you now . Will you refuse ? Will
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you push back that pierced hand, which, bearing the

mark of sin 's punishment borne once and for ever, is

still stretched out towards you ? Will you refuse

that pleading look , those beseeching words of the

loving Jesus ?

It is true of Him still, “ This man receiveth sin

ners.” Come to Him as a sinner ; He cannot, will

not cast you out. He will wash your guilty soul

from all your sins in His own blood . He will write

your name down amongst the number of His happy

people. He will give you the earnest of your

heavenly inheritance, the Holy Ghost. And thus

you will be able to say with us to-night,

“ OUR CITIZENSHIP IS IN HEAVEN ."



THE EXPECTATION

OF THE HEAVENLY CITIZEN .

PHILIPPIANS iii. 20 .

" For our conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we look for

the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let us first think of the expectation of the heavenly

citizen — whence it is.

The sinner that has believed in Jesus is journeying

to glory ; his position is like that of the Israelites

when they cameout of Egypt ; they were not as yet

come to the good land, but they were journeying to

it : and, therefore,you find thatthe Israelites " pitched

their tents” here and there, that they were always

moving. There is a whole chapter filled with just

the names of places where they pitched their tents,

and from which they went on again . Such is the

Christian's position . He is always journeying ; he is

like Abraham , who did not build a house in the land

of promise , but dwelt in tents, and thus “ confessed ”

that he was a “ pilgrim and a stranger.” And since

the believing sinner,the child of God, is a pilgrim ,

he has to look for something still ; he has not got

home yet ; he is looking homeward , and all his ex

pectation is from heaven.
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And herein the child of God, the believer, stands

in marked contrast with the child of the world , the

unbeliever. It is very interesting to see the different

lines of conduct and the different language of the two.

In Ps. iv. 6 , it is written , " There be many that say,

who will show us any good ? ” But David , the man

of God , says, “ Lord , lift Thou up the light of Thy

countenance upon us." His expectation was from

heaven ; whilst the children of the world , who were

saying, “ Who will show us any good ? ” were, in his

day, exactly like what Paul found the Athenians to

be, (Acts xvii.,) who spent their time in nothing else

but in telling or hearing " somenew thing.” They were

always seeking something. Why ? Because they had

not got satisfaction in God. The expectation of the

child of the world is from the world , and there is no

wonder ; he does not know any better.

How remarkably you find the conduct and character

of the children of the world brought out in Gen . iv . !

There you find that after Abel was slain , Cain was

sent out from the presence of the Lord , and all that

he does is to try andmake himself as happy and com

fortable as he can in the world . He builds a city ,

(ver . 17,) and calls it after the name of his son . (If

you remember ,that is one of themarks of thechildren

of the world which is given in Ps. xlix ., “ They call

their lands after their own name;" as much as to

say, " I shall live here for ever ; I will make myself

happy and comfortable ; I will build a city, and call

it after myname ormy son's name." ) That is what
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Cain did . He" built a city, and called it after the

name of his son Enoch.” And then there comes a

numerous race from Cain , and they make themselves

happy here ; and you find, in ver . 21, that they

“ handled the harp and the organ ;" and in the next

verse, that they were “ artificers in brass and iron,”

and in everything that makes the world what it is,

and they seemed content with it ; but they were

“ withoutGod in the world.”

There is an extremely interesting verse in Job ,

which shows how this is applied as setting forth the

character of the ungodly , because the ungodly are

those that are withoutGod — those who are content to

be without God. In Job xxi. 11, we read, “ They

send forth their little ones like a flock , and their

children dance. They take the timbrel and harp,

and rejoice at the sound of the organ,” (exactly what

Cain and his descendants did ,) “ they spend their days

in wealth ,” (or 'mirth ,' marg.,) " and in a moment

go down to the grave. Therefore they say unto God ,

Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of

Thy ways.” And if you look at the next chapter,

you find that this language is especially said by God

to have been the language of those who perished in

the flood . In ver. 15 He says, “ Hast thou marked

the old way which wicked men have trodden ? which

were cut down out of time, whose foundation was

overflown with a flood ; which said unto God, Depart

from us ?”

These were the people whose expectations were
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from the world , and they are for ever a standing

warning to the people of the world in all generations.

For you find that Jude, speaking of themen of the

world , says that the ungodlymen of the last days go

“ in the way of Cain .” So that there is nothing new

under the sun. The way of the world now is the

same as then.

You find in the parable of Luke xii. 2 , thedescrip

tion of a man whose expectation is not from heaven ,

but from the earth. He is a rich man who builds his

houses and barns, and says, (ver. 19,) “ I will say to

my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up formany

years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”

Such is the character of the people of the world . All

of us who are children of the world “ mind earthly

things.” It is in vain ,we do not get satisfaction ; we

go on and on ; no sooner is one vessel broken , and we

find it empty , than we take up another; if one trea

sur is not enough to satisfy, we think , in our folly,

that something else is. It is in vain that the preacher

in Ecclesiastes says, “ There is nothing new under the

sun .” We think there is. We think that this will

please or that will satisfy us ; or that this will give us

the amusement, or that the happiness we want. All

of us who have been converted by the grace of God

remember what we sought after . Wewere seeking

something we did not get ; and that something apart

from God.

But the child of God is not so. Hence he says,

“ We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ;
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He is a citizen of heaven. ' Our citizenship is in

heaven ,' from whence , ' Lord, lift Thou up the light

of Thy countenance upon us.'” There is the differ

ence. The child of God has been taught by the

Holy Ghost that the things of this world will never

satisfy his soul ; that the fashion of this world passeth

away. We have learned by the grace of God to look

at things in the light of God, to see what they really

are ; what all the gains and amusements and comforts

of this world are. Wehave learned to see the world ,

as God sees it, as “ lying in wickedness.” There is a

great black pall lying over the world that has cruci

fied Christ ; the blood of the Son of God calls for

vengeance, and theman ofGod sees that the world is

under the curse, and that judgment is coming upon

it ; and so he says, Imust look elsewhere,and he looks

up, — " from whence also we look for the Saviour, tha

Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now is this our standing , dear friends ? Is this

our character ? Can we say we no longer expect

blessing, or comfort, or happiness in any great mea

sure from the things of earth ? Mind, I do not say

we are not to use the things of earth , because the

word of God says distinctly that we are . In 1 Tim .

iv. 3 ,we read that God hath created the things of

earth to be received with thanksgiving of them which

believe and know the truth . I am not to shut my

self up in a monastery or convent because the world

is bad . No,the Lord says we are to use those things,

as not abusing them , “ for every creature of God is
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good, and nothing to be refused , if it be received with

thanksgiving." The characteristic of the world is,

that they do not receive the things of God with

thanksgiving ; but the child ofGod is to receive them

in that way, for they are sanctified and made fit for

his use, set apart by God for him , by the word of

God and prayer.

Now , I say, is this standing ours ? Is our walk

that of those whose expectation is from heaven , who

have learned that this world can never satisfy , and

who cease to look for satisfaction from it ; who say,

“ So long as God keeps me here, I will use it for

Him ; I will take the things He gives me and bless

Him for them , but I am not to look for abiding

peace, or solid comfort, or satisfaction , or joy, from

the things that I get here. I must have something

from above."

Is that what we are saying ? Is our walk - I put

it to you and to myself - -is our walk like that of

Abraham ,who dwelt in the tent,who did not go down

into the plains of Sodom , and mingle there with the

men of the world , who were living in sin , and partake

of their dainties ?

You remember how , in Genesis xiv.,we read that

when his nephew Lot got into trouble, he armed his

servants and domestics, and went down and delivered

his poor, foolish , worldly nephew out of the hands of

his enemies, and then the world came to Abraham in

the shape of the king of Sodom , and offered him its

treasures. Abraham would not touch them . “ I
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have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high

God, the possessor of heaven and earth , that I will

not take from a thread even to a shoe-latchet, lest

thou shouldst say, I have made Abram rich ." He

would not have anything to do with Sodom , why ?

He had been living up in heaven. He had got a

sight of glory . He had embraced the promise of

God , and he did not want these things, either from a

thread to a shoe-latchet. They could not do him any

good . Here, then , was a man whose expectation was

from heaven.

On the other hand , there was Lot. He tried to

make his nest on earth a comfortable one. Notwith

standing the condition of the men of Sodom , of whom

we read they were “ wicked and sinners exceedingly

before the Lord ,” Lot has no objection - or, if he had,

he overlooked it — to live with them . He may have

had qualms of conscience about it, and have said ,

“ No, I will not go down here to this city." But

the place was too well watered and attractive ; so

Lot, if he has scruples, drowns them : if he has con

victions, he crushes them ; if he has qualms of con

science, he stifles them . Have we ever done that ?

He goes down to Sodom because he wishes to be

happy and comfortable ; but the Lord in mercy to

His child , — for he was His child ,- sends the angel

to save him from destruction. Oh what a pain it

was to Lot to go out of Sodom ! How he lingers,

how he prays for a little mercy to linger there ! Here

was a man , - a Christian , one may say, -- one who
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was called by the apostle, speaking by the Holy

Ghost, a righteous man, and yet his expectation was

not from heaven , but from Sodom . What an awful

picture ! How nearly he was destroyed in the fire of

Sodom !

Do not let us think that these are merely interest

ing pictures. Which are you ? which am I ? Are

we, like Abraham , getting our satisfaction , comfort,

and joy from God ; or are we saying, “ No, this ismy

resting-place ; I am happy, I am going to glory, but

I do not want it yet ; I had rather have all these

things, and though the world is a sinful world , I am

so fond of it that I cannot leave this or that thing, I

am too fond of it ? ”

Oh, may God just teach uswherewe stand ! What

an unhappy life is the one, and what a happy life is

the other, because the separation must come,and it is

often a bitter one. Oh , dear friends, if you want to

enjoy the presence of God, walk closely with Him .

Do not be like Lot, but pray that you may have the

faith of Abraham , who lived to the God of glory,and

judged all other things as dross, for the “ excellency

of the knowledge of Him .”

But now , what is the expectation of the heavenly

citizen ? What does he look for ?

There are many blessed things, but what is the

main thing that the child of God looks for ? Is it

the heavenly inheritance that is “ incorruptible, and

undefiled ,and that fadeth not away ? " Yes. Is it
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the “ crown of glory ? " Yes , it is. Is it “ the rest ”

ofGod's people ? Yes, thank God we look for that.

Is it the home, is it the golden streets ? Yes , all

that ; ay, and ten thousand times ten thousand

more, for “ eye hath not seen , nor ear heard, neither

have entered into the heart of man the things that

God hath prepared for them that love Him ," (or,

“ that wait for Him ,” Isa . lxiv . 4 .) But that alone

is not what we look for in heaven . If the bride

comes home, she does not care for the house, or land,

or plate, or jewels, if the bridegroom is not there,

And so here ; it is not “ from whence also we look

for glory,” but “ whence also we look for THE

SAVIOUR , THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.” As

the hymn says

“ The bride eyes not her garments,but her dear bridegroom 's face ;

I will not gaze on glory , but on my King of grace ,

Not on the crown Hegiveth , but on His pierced hand ; .

THE LAMB is all the glory of Emmanuel's land.”

That is what the Christian waits for. Oh , dear

Christian friends, how little do we have our hearts

and thoughts centred in Him ! It seems as if this

verse described somebody else than ourselves. Yet it

is the characteristic of the child ofGod, that he looks

for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now it seems here as if the apostle were like a

herald . You know when great men are buried, the

herald stands at the tomb and calls out all the

names,the rank, and the titles of the mighty dead.
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And when some great king or conqueror comes into

a place, the herald goes before with a trumpet , and

calls out all his names.

So St Paul here is like a herald . He is heralding

the coming King. He gives Him all His titles, the

Saviour , the Lord Jesus Christ ; and he says we look

for Him , the Anointed of God ; the Messiah ; Jesus,

for He shall save His people from their sins ; Jesus,

the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; Jesus, the

Saviour of the world .

Welook for Him as a Saviour. The end of the

chapter will show us how we look for Him as a

Saviour, but there is the fact specified. It was thus,

if you look to 1 Thess. i. 10, that the early Thessa

lonian Christians looked for Jesus. We are told

there of their conversion and of their service ofGod,

and not only that they had turned from idols to

serve the living and the trueGod ,but also that they

were waiting " for His Son from heaven , whom He

raised from the dead, even Jesus,who delivered us

from the wrath to come.”

That is the great name. Is not that, dear friends,

the name that touches, or ought to touch, every one

of our hearts ? If there is no other name that comes

home to our hearts , that one ought,-- the Saviour,

for it reminds us we are lost by nature. It reminds

us of the depth and ruin in which you and I lay ;

that we needed such a Saviour as the Lord Jesus

Christ ; that it needed such a sacrifice as His precious

blood to save us.
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It tells us of all He has done. It tells us of the

love of God, “ For God so loved the world , that He

gave His only -begotten Son ." It tells us of all this.

Jesus is the Saviour, for “ He shall save His people

from their sins.” It tells us of what He has saved us

from ; by bearing the penalty Himself, “ in His own

body on the tree.”

It tells us of what He is saving us from ,mour

daily sins, our daily faults, our daily shortcomings,

our daily burdens, and griefs, and cares. It tells us

of what He will save us from , — this body of sin and

death. It is for this Saviour that the Christian looks.

It is not, you see, for the blessed reward , so much as

for Him that we look . “ From whence also we look

for the Saviour.”

Now , the remarkable thing about this is, that we

have never seen the Saviour with the outward eye,

and yet we love Him . That is the characteristic of

Christians, they love Christ. When we look at our

own love, it is very worthless and feeble ; and yet it

is scripturally true, that “ we love Him , because He

first loved us.” Welove Him ,whom we have never

seen with the outward eyes. St Peter says, “ Whom ,

having not seen , we love."

But yet we know Him . We know Jesus. We

have seen a picture of Jesus; here it is, in the word

of God . We, who by grace are citizens of heaven ,

have gazed upon Jesus Christ ; and if we had not we

should not have had life, for it is only by looking

unto Him that we live. Yes, dear friends, we nave
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looked at Him as He walked this earth , bearing our

infirmities and taking our sicknesses, “ the Man of

sorrows and acquainted with griefs." Wehave read

page after page , and verse after verse, and watched

the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, as He went along

through the wilderness of this world , despised , re

jected , cast out; yet always doing good,always bless

ing, always full of love and power to save — the lovely ,

the perfect, the spotless One. We have looked on

that picture, and therefore weknow Him . His fea

tures are impressed upon our hearts.

We have seen Jesus in that way, and we have

looked at Jesus as He has borne our sins. Wehave

seen Him going up the hill of Calvary, bearing the

cross, lifted up on the cross, made a curse for us, put

between heaven and earth, accursed of God, forsaken

of man . We have seen Jesus living ; we have seen

Jesus dying, giving Himself for our sin . Weknow

it . We have seen that blessed picture,and it remains

upon our hearts. We know Jesus Christ as the

Saviour. Oh, what a glorious thing to know Christ !

Why ? It is life eternal. If the Christian does not

know any one else, heknows Christ.

You remember what was said of Bishop Beveridge,

when he was dying . His senses were almost gone,

but his friends came to him , and they mentioned his

children's names. They said , “ Do you know your

children 's names ? " No, he did not know them .

They mentioned his wife's name. No, he did not

know it. They then said , “ Do you know Jesus
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Christ ? " " Oh yes," he said , “ I have known Him

for forty years." There was a man who had seen

the picture, who had gazed upon Christ ; and though

his senses were fading , though the outward man was

perishing, the inward man was renewed. He was

soon going to open his eyes, and to see Him whom

his soul loved.

Dear friends, are you Christ's ? If you are , you

know Christ. If you do not know Christ, you are

not His. Is your eye resting upon Him , as the well

beloved Son of God ! Oh then , thank God ! That

is a sight worth everything else. “ Look unto ME,"

He says, “ and be ye saved , all ye ends of the

earth .”

“ From whence also we look for the Saviour, the

Lord Jesus Christ.” That is the expectation, that is

the hope. It runs all through the New Testament,

but we cannot go into that now . You know the

passages. Epistle after epistle is full of them how

the Christians were all waiting for Jesus, because

their hearts were fixed on Him . Not that it was with

them a matter of dates, and times, and seasons ; but

they looked for Him . They did not know when He

would come, but they knew He had said , “ I will

come again , and receive you unto Myself.” They

knew that the angels had said , “ This same Jesus,

which is taken up from you into heaven , shall so come

in like manner as ye have seen Him go ;' and they

believed the word of God, and they looked for Him ..

Their expectation was from Him ; because this world
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was crucified to them , and their only blessing could

come from His presence .

And now just a word or two about the attitude of

the Christian in looking for Jesus, and that takes us

back a little to the first point, where it says, we look

for Jesus to come from heaven . As I said , the citizen

of heaven is not in heaven ; he journeys towards

heaven, but he has One in heaven who is his repre

sentative. As countries have an ambassador to repre

sent them , so Jesus has gone as the representative of

His people into the heavenly courts. Weare told in

the sixth chapter of Hebrews, that He has gone there

as their " forerunner .” I think I explained that to

many who were here the other day. It may beunder

stood in several senses, but one which, to my mind ,

is very beautiful, is this :— The forerunner of a cara

van in Eastern lands is the one that runs out before,

and comes to the large inn where the company is to

stop for the night, and writes up the name of each

person over the door, and so when they come, their

place is ready. Jesus is the forerunner . Hehas gone

into heaven as our forerunner. He says, “ I go to

prepare a place for you .” What a blessed thought!

When I get there I shall find a place among the

manymansions ; Jesus has gone to prepare it ; it will

bemy home; it will be happy, for Jesus will be there.

Again , Jesus is in heaven as our High Priest and

Saviour; He is there now . Weare told in Heb . ix .

24, that He has " not entered into the holy place

made with hands, which is the figure of the true :
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but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence

of God for us." We are not there ,but Heis. You

and I, if believers, are members of His body, but the

Head, the Life is there, and He is doing whatwe can .

not do - helping us from daily sin , bearing us now

upon His heart before God the Father. He is offer

ing sweet incense continually. That is a beautiful

passage in Exodus xxx., where weare told that Aaron

the high priest was to go before the mercy- seat where

God said He would meet with him ; and was to

“ burn thereon ” (that is, upon the altar) " sweet

incense every morning ; when he dresseth the lamps,

he shall burn incense upon it . And when Aaron

lighteth the lamps at evening , he shall burn incense

upon it, a perpetual incense.” You can never see any

cessation of this sweet incense before God upon the

altar. That was Aaron's business. Hewas the high

priest. Now that is what Jesus is doing. “ He hath

given Himself,” we read in the fifth of Ephesians, “ an

offering to God, for a sweet smelling savour ; ” and

God — who we read in the eighth chapter of Genesis

“ smelled the sweet savour, and said , I will no more

curse the earth again for man's sake" - looks on it

again , and says, “ I will no more curse.”. That sweet

incense always before God the Father is His own

well-beloved Son ; and whoever stands in Him , in

that sweet cloud of incense, will never be judged at

the last day.

But Jesus will not always be in that place. He

is coming out to bless the people. If you look at the
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first chapter of Luke, you will find an illustration of

what the priest did , and what the people did . Speak

ing of the priest Zacharias, Luke says , ( chap . i. ver

9,) that “ according to the custom of the priest's office ,

his lot was to burn incense when he went into the

temple of the Lord.” That is what the priest did ;

but what did the people do ? " And the whole mul

titude of the people were praying without." You see

they were not in the holy place . The citizens are not

in heaven. They were praying without at the time

of incense. In the twenty -first verse you find that the

people waited for Zacharias. Why ? He was to

come out and bless them . “ Whence also we look for

the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” He is the

Priest. He is offering incense morning and evening

perpetually. But He is coming out. “ I will come

again and receive you unto Myself.” He is coming

out of the temple to bless the people.

He is coming as Isaac did , as we read in Gen . xxiv.

When Rebecca the bride was being brought home,

Isaac was walking in the fields to meet her and take

her home. That is what Jesus is coming for. “ The

Lord shall come, and shall descend from heaven with

a shout,with the voice of the archangel and with the

trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

Then we who are alive and remain , shall be caught

up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord

in the air ; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

“ Whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord

Jesus Christ."
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Dear friends, let us pray that our attitude may be

that of the people who waited for the priest to come

out and bless them , and let us remember that this is

not merely having our eyes looking up to the clouds.

This is the very thing the angels rebuked the disciples

for. “ Why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? This

same Jesus,which is taken up from you into heaven ,

shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go

into heaven .” But we are not to have our eyes just

fixed upon heaven , dreaming, star-gazing ; our busi

ness is on earth, but our hearts are to be waiting for

Him . Oh ! let us pray for that— to have our hearts

resting in such peace, so aloof from the world , so

fixed upon Jesus, that our attitude of soul may be

such, that we may be able to say,morning ,noon, and

night, “ From whence we look for the Saviour, the

Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now , dear friends, is this our hope ? Can we all

say we are looking ? Oh ! if some of you cannot

if some of you do not know what it is to be waiting

for Jesus, because still conscious of sin , still having

guilt on your hearts — thanks be to God these very

words may comfort you , may lead you on to peace.

For what do they tell of, but of a Saviour, the very

one you want, a Saviour who can save His people

from their sins, one who has died that He might

save, one who lives that He might save, and who is

able to save you .

Oh, will you look to Him ? You will have to

look to Him , for “ behold , He cometh with clouds,
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and every eye shall see Him ." Dear friends, already

the midnight cry may be sounding, “ Behold the

bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet him .” Are

you going out? Are you going to meet Jesus?

How ? As towards a friend ? As towards the one

you know , have seen , and trusted in ? As towards

the one, whose blood is more precious to you than

ten thousands of gold and silver ? Oh ! I beseech

you now , even this night, before that cry is heard in

the distinctness with which it will be heard when , as

it seems from that passage, there will be no more

buying, when those that are awakened, and have to

go to buy, are shut out, now , before the door is shut,

look to the Saviour.

He died that you might live - that there might be

pardon from a just God for unjust sinners like you

and me. He says, “ Look unto Me all the ends of

the earth, and be ye saved .” For He is a Saviour, a

precious Saviour, a mighty Saviour. He has saved

uswho know Him . He can save you . Hewill save

you, if you will only trust Him to do it.



THE GLORIOUS TRANSFORMATION.

PAILIPPIANS iii. 18 - 21.

" For many walk , of whom I have told you often , and now tell you

even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ :

whose end is destruction , whose God is their belly , and whose

glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things. For our

conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we look for the

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall change our vile

body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,

according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue

all things unto Himself.”

WE have seen that the apostle has here been con

trasting two different classes and characters-- those

who mind earthly things, and those who mind

heavenly things. Those who mind earthly things

are not those who look for the Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ.

The coming of Jesus (or, if Jesus come not before

he die, death) would be the annihilation , the end of

all the hopes and expectations of the man whose

heart, and whose interests, and whose affections,are

fixed upon the things of earth and time. He is not

looking for Christ.

The most awful thing that can happen to any one

of us, who is not looking for Jesus, will be His ap

pearing ; for it is “ sudden destruction ," sudden and
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everlasting destruction . But the apostle says, “ We

are not minding these earthly things, we are minding

heavenly things, for our citizenship is in heaven ; we

are looking for the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ;"

as much as to say, earthly things have lost their

charm for uswho believe in Jesus. We have seen

the world in the light of God as it really is declared

to be - a “ present evil world .” We did not think

so once ; but the light of God has shone upon us,

our hearts have been enlightened by the Holy Ghost

and His teaching, and we see the world in quite a

different aspect from that in which we once saw it

The cross of Christ has shown us what the world

really is. Its worst deed has revealed its true cha

racter , and we have seen the world casting out the

Son of God, saying , “ Wewill have nothing more to

do with Him ;" like Joseph's brethren , who, when

they had cast him into the pit, sat eating and drink

ing, and making themselves happy and comfortable,

after they had , as they thought, got rid of the trouble

some one, and put him out of the way. That is what

this world has done. It is what you and I did as

long as we belonged to this world . We all had our

share in it, for by saying in our hearts, “ Wewill not

have this man to reign over us,” we set our hand and

seal to the deed of Romans and Jews in that day, and

chose Barabbas the murderer, rather than Christ the

Saviour.

But now , thanks be unto God , who has had mercy

upon us, we can say we no longer mind earthly
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waiting o
nly used in this in one

things. “ Our citizenship is in heaven , whence also

We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

That is the main characteristic of a Christian. He is

waiting for Jesus. The word which is here translated

“ look,” is only used in five or six other places in the

New Testament, and only in one other place is it

called “ look ;" it is always “ wait," earnestly waiting.

You have it in Rom . viii., " The earnest expectation

of the creature, waiteth for the manifestation of the

sons of God .” It is not a mere momentary glance

upward , but it is the attitude of a soul waiting for

Christ ; and that is, I trust dear friends, the attitude

of every real believer in Jesus; he is “ waiting for the

Son of God from heaven .” Our eyes are straining ,

and our ears are hearkening , and our hearts are long

ing to catch the first sight and sound of that appear

ing of Jesus Christ, and our hearts often beat, don't

they ? when we think that the signs of the times are

showing that our " redemption draweth nigh.” Thus

the believer is waiting for Jesus.

We have looked at the place where Jesus is ; He is

to come out of the holy place within the veil, where

He is now appearing in the presence of God for us

who are on earth . We are waiting, as the people

waited outside the temple, to see the priest come out;

we wait to see our High Priest come out in His “ gar

ments of glory and beauty,” to fulfil His word , “ I

will come again , and receive you unto Myself ; that

where I am , there ye may be also.”

But this passage speaks of two classes ; and it is
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very interesting I think to see the contrast drawn

between the two so distinctly. Each mark of the

character of the ungodly seems to have its counter

part, its opposite mark in the character of the believer.

In the 18th verse, they are said to be “ the enemies of

the cross of Christ.” In the 20th verse we are told ,

“ our citizenship is in heaven ;" therefore, we are not

senemies but friends.” Of them it is said , “ Whose

end is destruction ," but the other verses show us that

the end of the believer is salvation , for he is waiting

for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Weare told

that they make a god of their belly , or their body.

The hope of the believer is to be delivered from his

body as it now is ; he is notmaking a god of it, atleast

he ought not to be doing so . We are told that their

glory is in their shame. Our glory is in being made

like unto Christ in His glory . Weare told that they

" mind earthly things," while believersmind “ heavenly

things." Thus you see there are the two opposite

sides very clearly marked outby the Spirit of God.

Now which, dear friends, do you and I belong to ?

You see it does not speak of a middle class, but only

two. Oh ! before I go on to speak of what Jesus will

do when He comes again , (which will be our subject

for to-night,) do let me ask you earnestly to settle

that question , which class are you of ? Are you mind

ing “ earthly things," and therefore is your end “ de

struction ? " Or are you minding heavenly things,

and therefore is your end to be conformed to the image

of Jesus ? If Christ were to comenow , that question
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would be settled for you. But you may settle it. You

may learn your true position ; you need have no un

certainty about it at all. Men may persuade you that

it is wrong to be sure, and wrong to be certain , but

the word of God never says so ; it speaks distinctly .

Each one of us in these rooms to -night is either

bound for glory , having entered in at the strait

gate, into the narrow way which leadeth unto eternal

life; or we are in the broad road that leadeth to de

struction .

Be not deceived . Get certainty about the matter

whatever you may not get; for the time is coming

when you would give anything in the world to have

made certain of life, or death , while you had the op

portunity . Do not be content, dear friends, with just

coming here on Monday evenings, or going else

where on Sundays, to hear what you think to be the

truth ; but remember this, God 's truth is meant to

have an effect upon your souls, and if you leave this

room to -night unconverted , unsaved , you have de

. feated so far the object for which God's truth is pro

claimed to your soul. You have distinctly and deli

berately said “ No ;" though you may not in words,

yet in deeds you have said , “ This truth shall not

have an effect upon my soul.”

Weshall look at some wonderful things to -night,

things which some may think not very practical.

But all God's truth is practical. It is our fault if it

is not. Not a word , not the smallest word, is written

by God in this Bible , which is not meant to have a

have an effers you have said you maynot
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practical effect upon us. Oh , may God bless His

word ! Lift up your hearts. God answers prayer ;

He has answered prayer. Do beseech Him , that as

I try in His name to open up the meaning of these

words, He may bless it to our souls with the dew of

heaven , that believers may be comforted and strength

ened , and that some souls may be added to that

number to -night, who are able to say, “ Our citizen

ship is in heaven ,” — who can take up this 21st verse

as that which belongs to them , ( for this 21st verse is

the property of the believing soul, the soul which is

in Jesus,) — “ who shall change our vile body, that it

may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, accord

ing to the working whereby He is able even to subdue

all things unto Himself.” .

Now we can look first at what our present con

dition is, and then at what our future condition will

be.

“ Who shall change our vile body.” That is what

the Lord God says. But our body is not a “ vile

body ” in one sense. When God mademan, Hemade

him in His own image; that was not a " vile” image,

it was a very glorious image, and God looked upon it,

and saw that it was “ very good.”

It may be, that at the time this translation of the

Bible was made, the word “ vile ” had not exactly the

same sense that we get from it now . At the present

day the word “ vile ” means something utterly des

picable . Well the body is not “ vile ” in that sense .

If you look at the 139th Psalm , you will find David
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saying in the 14th verse, " I will praise Thee, for I

am fearfully and wonderfully made ; marvellous are

Thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well.”

“ My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was

made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest

parts of the earth .” “ Fearfully and wonderfully

made” is our body. But this verse does not really

say that it is a “ vile body.” Asmany of us must be

aware, the real translation of the words is " the body

of our humiliation," " the body of our humbling," in

which we are humbled.

Now how is this body, in which you and I are,

" a body of humiliation ? ” I will not dwell long

upon that, but only give just two or three thoughts

about it.

First, in its physical aspect it is so . It was made

in the image of God . It was not made to die. But

“ sin entered into the world , and death by sin , and so

death passed upon all men, in that all have sinned .”

And then it became “ a body of humiliation ” in its

physical aspect, a weak, an unprofitable thing ; " the

flesh profiteth nothing.” First of all it lived nine

hundred years ; and now it hardly ever reaches

ninety. It has got lower and lower in strength and

power, and that just shows that it is “ a body of

humiliation .” It is weak in that respect. If you

look round in the world , what disease you find, what

cripples, what pain , what aches in the body because

of its weakness ! Physically then it is a body of

much humiliation. It is a body which we may look
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upon and say, “ Ah, this is not as it once was ; this

is the fruit of sin .”

Perhaps there are not many of us here who have

seen a battle-field , but I have. I remember what it

was to look upon heaps of corpses piled one upon the

other, in every ghastly shape and form . I saw there

“ the body of humiliation .” We do not often see

death in its worst forms. Those we love are soon

taken from our sight, and we do not see the body as

it really is after death. So then it is “ the body of

bumiliation ” in its physical aspect.

But it is also far more “ a body of humiliation " in

its moral aspect. And here it applies specially to

the believer. His body seems to be described in

Scripture as the seat of sin . Weare told that it is

sinful flesh.” If you look at the 6th and 7th of

Romans, you will see the apostle there specially

treats the bodies of believers as that whereby they

“ serve sin,” (not excluding the mind , or the moral

part of our nature ; that is equally depraved , but the

body is the instrument by which sin is served.)

He is speaking of what believers were, when they

were, as he says, " in the flesh," that is, in their

former unrenewed state, not “ in the spirit.” In the

5th verse of the seventh chapter he says, “ For when

we were in the flesh , the motions (or passions] of

sins, which were by the law , did work in ourmem

bers," (that is where they work , in our hands and

feet, our eyes, our ears, and every part of us) " 10
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bring forth fruit unto death ." Therefore it is a body

of humiliation . And if you look in the 6th chapter

at the 19th verse he says, “ Ye have yielded your

members servants to uncleanness, and to iniquity

unto iniquity.” Again in the 12th verse he says ,

“ Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,"

(it did reign there , but now he says, “ Let it reign

there no more," ) " that ye should obey it in the lusts

thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instru

ments of unrighteousness unto sin .”

Now the believer is delivered from the dominion

of sin , but each one of us who has been a believer

but for one day , knows that there is sin in the flesh

still, and that sin still has great power over its old

servant the flesh , and that it continually strives to

get again under its power the members wherewith it

was once served, and therefore the believer is con

stantly crying out with the apostle, “ O wretched

man that I am , who shall deliver me from the body

of this death ? ” He feels it is a burden . It is a

body of humbling ; and we know how we get humbled

day by day, because we carry about with us this body

of sin . If you look at the 8th of the Romans and

the 23d verse, the condition of those who have be

lieved in Jesus is described in these words: - “ And

not only they , but ourselves also , which have the

first-fruits of the Spirit,” (we in whom the Spirit of

God dwells,) “ even we ourselves groan within our

selves, waiting for the adoption , to wit, the redemp
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tion of our body.” Our souls are saved, but we wait

for the complete salvation, the redemption of the

body. .

And similarly in 2 Cor. v . 4 ,where we read, “ For

wethat are in this tabernacle ” (that means the flesh ,

the body,) “ do groan , being burdened.” It is a heavy

weight. Not one of us who knows anything of the

life of God butmust be conscious of this.

Perhaps, in first starting,the joy of the newly-born

soul is so great that it does not see this. I remember

once, about seven years and a half ago, when Iwas

first brought to a knowledge of the truth in Christ, I

used to be so disheartened , because I did not see my

own sinfulness as I wanted to see it, and I used to

ask older Christians to pray that I might see it more,

and they would say, " Oh, you will see it ; God will

show you in His time, just as much of it as you can

bear.” For seven years and a half I have been

learning, and some of us have been learning for a

much longer time,what it is to have sin still in the

flesh , and to be humbled.

You know when the Israelites first came out of

Egypt they were full of joy, and they sang unto God

and praised Him , but they did not then know the

evil of their hearts , and they were led for forty years

through the wilderness, that they might know what

was in their hearts. As I have often said , God

might, if Hehad chosen , have taken us up to heaven

at the moment of our conversion , but He has left us

in the flesh , not only, I suppose, that we may have
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the glorious privilege of doing His work here, but

that wemay learn our own hearts.

Oh , how often do we find this body a body of

humiliation ! When we want to pray, when we want

to praise , when we want to serve God, we find it

to be a body of humiliation. See a marvellous in

stance of it. When the Lord Jesus Christ has only

a few hours to live , He has just told His disciples in

somemeasure what He is going through ; and whilst

He goes to pray, and in His agony to sweat drops of

blood, He only says one word to them , and that is,

“ Watch ," and those three men , though they loved

Him , slept. There was the body ; they could not

watch with Him one hour. He tells them why,

“ The spirit truly is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

It was a body of humiliation . Oh, if they could

have watched with Him then ! How they must have

thought of that afterwards ! The last hour almost

that they could have been of any comfort to their

loving and suffering Saviour, and then they slept !

Such was the body of humiliation. And so it is

with us now , who have but a little while to deny

ourselves, that we may watch with Jesus — it may be

an hour of sleep, an hour of comfort, an hour of

worldly prosperity and ease, and we sleep over it.

I do not mean to say that it excuses the soul, but I

do mean to say that we may fairly attribute much of

it to this “ body of our humiliation.”

Well dear friends, those of us who have faith , long

for the timewhen this body will no longer be a clog ,

body on Him
there .

The las
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a hindrance, and a dead weight, but when it will be

that in which we shall serve God joyfully , freely , and

for ever. · And for this we pray, “ Thy kingdom

come.” It is coming. That is what the verse says.

" We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,

who shall change thebody of our humiliation.” That

is what He is going to do. “ Jesus," we can say,

“ is my Saviour.” All of us who have believed in

Jesus are able by God's grace to put that word

“ my ” in . The world talks of " our Saviour." You

very seldom hear, I do not know that I ever heard, a

man who does not love Christ say, “ my Saviour."

They will talk of our Saviour, and our Lord Jesus

Christ, and the Almighty, and the Providence of

God ; but “ my” Saviour, “ the One who loved me,

and gave Himself for me," that is another thing.

Now Jesus is a complete Saviour. He does not

save His people in a half and half way,but altogether,

body, soul and spirit. Satan , death and the grave

get no victory over the children of God . “ O death ,

where is thy sting ? O grave,where is thy victory ?

Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory,

through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The verse which we are considering in the Philip

pians refers specially to those who are alive and

remain ; but it includes, I have no doubt, those who

have fallen asleep in Christ, and even in their case

the grave shall get no victory. Their bodies shall

rise again . Look at 1 Cor. xv. 42, and there you

have the description of it - -" So also is thr: resur



THE GLORIOUS TRANSFORMATION . 139

rection of the dead ; it is sown in corruption, it is

raised in incorruption : it is sown in dishonour, it is

raised in glory : it is sown in weakness, it is raised in

power : it is sown a natural body, it is raised a

spiritual body." And in the 51st verse “ Behold , I

show you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep, but we

shall all be changed.” “ We wait for the Saviour,

who shall change our vile bodies," " in a moment, in

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; for the

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in

corruptible , and we shall be changed. For this

corruptible must put on incorruption,and this mortal

must put on immortality.” Such is the hope set

before the children of God ; and in 1 Peter i. 13, we

are told to " hope to the end for the grace that is to

be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Wewait for the redemption of the body. We have

salvation now , but Jesus is coming to perfect and

complete the whole thing, and set the bodies of His

people free from that which they now feel to be so

continually dragging them down to the earth. That

is what we look for. We rest upon His word. We

have not seen Him yet, but we know as surely as we

are alive here, that He is coming to do it, because

Hehas said so. .

Secondly , let us consider what our future condition

will be. “ He shall change the body of our humilia

tion , that it may be fashioned like unto the body of

His glory," for that is the real translation of the

words. Now to make believers like Christ is God 's
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great purpose. He makes them spiritually like

Christ, as we learn from 2 Cor. iii. 18, “ But we all,

with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of

the Lord , are changed into the same image, from glory

to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord .” There

is a spiritual transformation , which St Paul calls in

Rom . xii. the being “ transformed by the renewing

of the mind.” But there is somethingmore than the

renewal of themind. In Rom . viii. 29 , it is said of

God 's people that they are predestinated “ to be -

conformed to the image of His Son , that He mightbe

the first-born among many brethren ; ” that they

might all have a family likeness, not only in spirit,

but also in body ; and we learn from 1 John iii. 2 ,

that this transformation will be only completed when

the Lord comes, and we see Him as He is. “ Be

loved , now are we the sons of God ; and it doth not

yet appear what we shall be, but when Heshall appear

we shall be like Him , for we shall see Him as He is.”

Then if we want to know what we are to be like

I am speaking specially of the believer, and of none

other — we must look to what Christ is ; but I want

you dear friends who are not believers, just to look

at the Bible picture of what the believer 's body is to

be, that you by God's grace may be attracted and

won to that Saviour who will do this for all who

know and put their trust in Him .

Now what was the body of Jesus Christ like after

this resurrection ? It was to all intents and purposes

the same body. They knew Him again . Mary,
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though at first she did not quite perceive Him , yet

when the Master said “ Mary,” she knew His voice.

It was the same voice. The disciples knew Him

when they saw Him ; He was the same. So will our

bodies be. We shall know each other. I think that

is clear from Scripture. We see in Luke xvi. that

Abraham knew Lazarus, and the rich man in torment

knew Abraham and Lazarus too. Whatever they

were like they were like enough to be known, to be

recognised . This is a very blessed hope. We have

lost friends, but we shall know them again . When

the disciples were standing with Jesus on the holy

mount, they saw Moses and Elias, and they knew

them . They had never seen them on earth , but yet

they knew them . So shall we know many whom we

have never seen. We shall know the whole family

of God . We shall know each other in glory. It

was the “ same Jesus” that they saw go into heaven

who shall come again , and Hewill bring His saints

with Him .

Now another point is that it was a real body. It

was not a sham body; it was not the mere shadow of

a body as it were, a ghost ; it was not a thin vapour.

The body of the Lord was a substantial body. If

you look at Matt. xxviii. 9, you will see that the

disciples met Jesus, and what did they do ? They

lield Him by the feet. There was clearly a body that

the disciples could hold by the feet. Then again , in

John xx. you find that He appears to the disciples,

and that He shows them the holes in His hands and



142 THE GLORIOUS TRANSFORMATION .

His feet ; and in the 27th verse, He tells the disbe

lieving Thomas to draw near and to thrust his hand

into His side. There was a substantial body which

Thomas could touch, and into the side of which he

could have put his hand. Again , in Luke xxiv. you

will find that the body of the Lord Jesus Christwas

one with which He could eat and drink. In the41st

verse you read , “ While they yet believed not for joy,

and wondered , He said unto them , Have ye here any

meat ? ” It may be said , what could a glorified body

want with meat ? Nevertheless they gave Him a

piece of a broiled fish , and He took it and did eat before

them . You find Him doing the very things Hedid

when He was in the natural body upon earth . He

goes into their houses ; He sits down ; He breaks

bread ; He meets them again on the sea-shore. To

all intents and purposes His body is still a body,

though it is the spiritual body. There is the differ

ence— the one is called a “ natural” body, the other is

called a “ spiritual ” body. There is nothing un

heavenly in having a body. It is what the Lord has.

And wetoo are not to become ghosts,mere shadowy

phantoms. We are to have a body “ like unto the

body of His glory.” He is in His body glorified to

day at the right hand of God, and His people will be

there in their bodies.

But then , though it was the same in these respects,

in another respect it was not the same. He could

pass through walls with it. In John xx. you read

that the disciples were assembled together in a room ,
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having the doors shut, and suddenly Jesus appeared

in their midst. Though it was an actual body, yet

it could do this. And our bodies will be the same.

Where we shall be I know not ; but I know from

Rev. v. 10, that we shall reign on the earth , or

" over ” the earth , as it may be rendered. You

find Him living at that time for forty days in the

most mysterious manner. Sometimes He is in one

place , sometimes in another ; now He appears to

them , and then He vanishes out of their sight. But

it is the samebody , and He can do wonderful things

with it ; and at last this body of the Lord Jesus

mounts up to glory , He is received into a cloud out

of their sight, and they see Him no more till He

comes again .

So I believe our bodies will be just like Christ's.

We may be able to understand very little about it,

but that does not prove that it is not true. If He

has said it, then we may rest on it.

Well then another point is, it is a body that never

dies. Jesus Christ , we read in Rom . v., " being raised

from the dead, dieth no more;” and we shall be like

Him . “ Wehave been planted with Him in the like

ness of His death,” and “ we shall also be in the like

ness of His resurrection.” In Luke xx. you find

that speaking to the Pharisees about the children of

the resurrection He says , “ Neither can they die any

more.” They are like unto Him , they can die no

more. And so again and again you find the eternal

life spoken of. The believer, changed into the image
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of his Lord, has the life of Christ now , and has the

life of Christ for ever. He never can die again .

There is no end to His glory , and there is no end to

him who is to enjoy the glory.

“ Endless life in endless day,

Sin and sorrow pass'd away.” .

Then there is one more point. It is a glorious

body. It is like " thebody of His glory." Oh, how

wonderful that must be ! When the apostles stood

upon the holy mount, and saw “ the power and

coming," as St Peter says, “ of our Lord Jesus

Christ,” they saw two with Him , Moses and Elias.

It is written of Jesus in Matt. xvii. 2 , that “ His face

did shine as the sun, and His raimentwas white as

the light," so glorious was it. You cannot look upon

the sun , it is so glorious. Such was Jesus, and such

evidently were these two men, for they appeared also

“ in glory.” Now these are the very words which the

Holy Ghost has written down for our comfort; for in

Col. ii. 4 you read , “ When Christ, who is our life ,

shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in

glory." Just as Moses and Eliaswere there encircled

by the wondrous glory of their Lord and Master,with

Him in it, so when He appears again and changes

our vile body, this body of humiliation, it will not be

a body of humiliation , but it will be fashioned like

unto the body of His glory . “ It is sown in dishon

our, it is raised in glory." Oh, who can conceive

what that will be ! Do not let us, dear friends,

think lightly of all these wondrous privileges. God
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has written down these things, and they are meant to

be practical, and I for one think that they are deeply

practical. I think the more that you and I, as be

lievers, - and it is to those that I am now speaking ,

- see what Jesus Christ has done, and will do for us,

the more shall we learn to walk worthily of the king

dom and glory to which He has called us. If Jesus

Christ has redeemed my body, then it is not my own.

If He loves my body, if He still keeps me in this

body, it is that I may serve Him in it. St Paul

says, “ I beseech you therefore, by the mercies of

God, that ye present your bodies unto Him a living

sacrifice.” He said in the first chapter of this epistle

and the twentieth verse , that it was his “ earnest ex

pectation and his hope that Christmight be magnified

in his body,whether it be by life or by death.” And

then in 2 Cor. iv. he describes the believer as “ al

ways bearing about in the body the dying of the

Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made

manifest in our body.” It is in the body that one

can glorify God ; and that religion is the most spirit

ual which uses the body most to serve God with, and

that religion is not worth anything that is only a

religion in the spirit. There is no such thing as a

really religiousman or woman who does not use the

body to glorify God. It is what we used to serve the

devil with , and it is whatGod gives us the great pri

vilege of serving Him with . “ As ye have yielded

your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity ,

so now yield your members servants to righteousness."
K
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Christ has not redeemed my spirit, that I may live as

I like in the flesh, but I am to glorify Him in this

body of mine, which is shortly to be glorified with

Him . Am I glorifying Him in it now ?

I think if we were to understand this more, that

our bodies are Christ's, we should not spend so much

time about them ; if we were living in a cottage,

which we were told was to be exchanged at a very

short notice for a palace, we should not spend much

money on adorning it. And I think that when we

look upon this body as that which is shortly to be

changed into the image of Christ, we shall see it is

not a thing to spend much money upon, or much

time in dressing it up. It is a body of humiliation .

Let those " whose end is destruction , and whose glory

is in their shame," dress up their bodies, and spend

the substance which God has given them for His

glory in feeding and pampering them ,but do not let

us do so . It is to be sustained , and God gives us

good things for it, not to be abused, but to be used

for Him ; and if we spend the greater portion of our

money in dress, or in eating and drinking, and com

forts which only have the body for their object, we

are dishonouring God , and not glorifying Him in the

body. The “ earthly house of this tabernacle ” is to

be “ dissolved," and we are to have “ a house which

is not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

Then do not let us live as if wewere to live here

always. God has called us to something higher . Oh

that we knew what that means, when the apostle
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says, “ I keep my body under, and bring it into sub

jection .” How often do we find our body uppermost,

and all its desires, and lusts, and passions not denied

and subdued ; and is it any wonder then that the

soul grows cold and dead ? Not a bit. Let us see

what God means to do with this body hereafter, and

then we shall see what we are to do with it here ;

that it is His, and is to be used for Him and for His

glory, for “ your body is the temple of the Holy

Ghost, ye are not your own , ye are bought with a

price ; therefore glorify God in your body and in your

spirit, which are God’s.”

This subject is a very blessed one as regards God's

people. It is a sweet and blessed and glorious hope.

God hath given unto us “ exceeding great and pre

cious promises, that we may be thereby made par

takers of the Divine nature;" and the more we lay

hold of the promises,and feed upon them , digest them ,

and get them right into our souls, the more shall we

bemade partakers, through the Holy Ghost, of the

Divine nature.

But this is an awfully solemn subject for those who

are not Christ's, for there is no such blessed hope be

fore them . I have no doubt I am speaking to some

here to -night who as yet are unable to say, " This is

true of me.” Your sins, dear friends, are not yet

washed away in the blood of Christ, and this glorious

prospect is not glorious to you, because you do not

know that you have got a share in it.

The subject of the body of the lost soul is very im
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portant. The body of the lost soul has somewhat the

nature of the body of the saved soul. At any rate it

has two of the main features which I have mentioned.

It is the same body. To all intents and purposes of

recognition , it is the same. Abraham knew the rich

man's voice. There was no mistake about that man.

Those who are lost will know each other. Dear

friends, if you are going to the bottomless pit (aswe

all were by nature, although someof us are saved by

grace , and are going to the heavenly city ,) you will

meet there those whom you have known on earth ,

those whom your influence has helped to bring there ,

those whose influence has helped to bring you there.

They will know your faces, and you will know theirs.

Mothers, who are bringing up their children without

God , will know their children there. Brothers, who

have led their sisters into folly, will know those sisters

there. Husbands, who have hindered their wives,

and wives, who have hindered their husbands, from

following Christ, these wives and these husbands will

know each other there. There will be no mistake.

And what will be more awful than anything else will

be the marks of sin that those bodies will bear. “ If

ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins,"

said the Lord Jesus ; and the man that dies in his

sins remains in his sins, and rises in his sins, and all

the marks of sin will then come out in their horrible

deformity. The great disease of sin shall be firmly

imprinted for ever on those countenances, on those

faces, on those members that have served sin . Oh
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what an awful recognition shall there be in hell ! It

is the same body, and they shall be judged in that

samebody. The graves that hide them all shall give

up their dead, and they shall be judged " according

to their works.”

And then , again , it is a body that cannot die. As

the believer's body never dies, so this body, though

always dying, shall never die. The existence of this

body is never called life, so far as we can gather from

the Scriptures, but it is called “ the second death,”

“ where their worm dieth not, and their fire is not

quenched .” You will remember how the rich man

cried for a drop of water to cool his tongue, because

he was tormented in the flame. There the fire burns

that will never kill ; the worm feeds that will never

destroy . The body dies not.

It is not the body of glory. You read in Daniel

xii., that some shall be raised to “ everlasting life,

and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” It

shall be “ abhorred," we read , “ of all flesh,” (Isa .

lxvi. 24 .) It shall be something so awful, the body

of this humiliation changed marvellously and horribly

into a body of shame and of everlasting contempt.

Hope shall never come there. There shall be no end

to it. Millions, and millions, and millions of years

shall pass away, and it shall still be the same. There

shall be no end. " These shall go away into ever

lasting punishment.” Oh , may God awaken any

who have hitherto gone on securely in the broad way,

whose end is destruction ! I do not care whether you
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callmeuncharitable or not for preaching about such

things. Think about them . It is not because it is

pleasant to speak about them , but because any one

standing up to speak to his fellow -sinners, if he does

not warn them of the wrath to come, will be guilty

in God 's sight. I do not want to be more charitable

than God is, or than Christ was, and He told souls

here about this " wrath to come," and about this eter

nal damnation which lies beyond.

But now , dear friends, while I tell you this as a

friend, I can also tell you this very night that there

is a Saviour who died on the cross for sinners, and

that His hand is stretched out to save you from that

place to which , by nature and by practice, those who

are unsaved here are going as fast as time can carry

them . Jesus Christ has died , that you might live.

He left His throne in glory , and died that you might

not perish , but might have everlasting life. Oh,

turn not away from thatoutstretched band ! Despise

not Him that speaketh ! Do not trample underfoot

the blood of the covenant, in your haste to get to that

place ,but turn and live ! “ Now is the accepted time;

now ," thank God , “ is the day of salvation .” Now

you can be warned , now you can be told of a present

salvation, of One who has died that you might live ;

who in His love for souls poured out His soul unto

death . But if you despise Him , there remains “ no

more sacrifice for sin .” It is only Christ. You must

be in Christ, or you will be in hell. You must have

His arms around you , or you will have the devil's.
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You must be joined to Him who is in glory , and who

is coming again to take His people there, or you will

be joined for ever to those who are consigned to ever

lasting destruction .

I beseech you therefore who are uncertain , to get

certainty . Make up your mind about it. Do not

halt between two opinions. It is either one thing or

the other, and the day is quickly coming when all,

will be plain , and when you will either sit on the

right hand of the Saviour or on the left. Oh, look

to that Saviour now ! He is " READY TO SAVE.” Do

you know what thatmeans ? He is ready to forgive.

Who is ready to be forgiven ? He is ready to forgive

every one that believeth on Him . Will you put your

trust in Jesus ? In Christ's stead , I beseech you , be

ye reconciled to God. God would not have given

His Son to suffer such a death , if there were not an

awful ruin awaiting sinners. And now unto you is

preached the gospel, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and thou shalt be saved .” Who will take

salvation ? Who will accept it ? Does any one say,

“ God helping me, I will ? ” MayGod look into your

heart,may Heread thatword there, “ Lord, I believe,

help Thou mine unbelief.” Believe in Christ, and

then you too shall have this blessed hope, even the

glorious appearing of our greatGod and our Saviour

Jesus Christ, who shall change this body of our

humiliation, and fashion it LIKE UNTO THE BODY OF

HIS GLORY.
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PHILIPPIANS iii. 20, 21.

“ For our conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we look for

the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : who shall change our vile

body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,

according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue

all things unto Himself.”

LAST Monday night we looked at the first part of

this 21st verse, and considered the wonderful change

that will pass, according to God's word, upon the

bodies of Christ's people when He comes again — a

blessed , glorious, and sudden change. Our “ vile

body," or as I told you then, the word meant, this

body of our humiliation, will be “ fashioned like unto

the body of His glory.” It will be done “ in a mo

ment, in the twinkling of an eye,” when the Lord

descends “ from heaven with a shout, with the voice

of the archangel and the trump of God .” Dear

friends, just let us think for a moment what a solemn

time that will be. Those will be changed in their

bodies who have been previously changed in their

souls, and none else. We are told in 2 Cor. iii. 18 ,

that “ we all, beholding as in a glass the glory of the

Lord , are changed into the same image from glory to

glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” There is the
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change of soul. Now when the Lord Jesus comes,

we shall be changed into His image as regards our

bodies. All will not be changed into His image, as

I tried to point out the last time, and I want you to

think, what a moment it will be, when Christ de

scends from heaven — when the trumpet sounds

when persons who have been living together , eating

and drinking together, worshipping together, sitting

in the same pews or on the samebenches, perhaps at

this meeting, will be separated . There will be a

great division made then ; those who are Christ's

will be changed into His image. Then shall be

brought to pass, I believe, that saying of the Lord's ,

in Matthew , “ There shall be two in the field ; the

one shall be taken and the other left. Two women

shall be grinding at the mill ; the one shallbe taken

and the other left. Two men shall be in one bed ;

the one shall be taken and the other left."

And I would therefore remind you, before I go on

to dwell upon the latter part of this verse, what an

awful thing it will be for any soul that has heard the

gospel, that has heard the name of Jesus, that has

read the Bible, that knows about all this, and what

will happen, suddenly to see his neighbour, his wife,

his child , the person who is sitting next him perhaps

at the moment, suddenly changed into the glory of

Christ, and to look down upon his own body and to

see no change. Oh , like a flash of lightning then

the conviction will come upon that person 's soul,

“ Oh, I am unchanged, I am undone for ever 1” No
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change after that ; that is the final one. I want you

to think about that — to bring this to bear upon the

present moment— to think how it would be if the

Lord were to come now . Has your heart been

changed ? If not, the body will not be changed into

His likeness then . However far you may have got

in the knowledge of the Bible, if you do not know

Christ you will be unchanged, or there will pass a

more awful change upon you. But thank God , He

who changes bodies then , is the One who changes

hearts now . “ Create in me a clean heart, O God,”

says David . Let that be your prayer now . The day

when the change in the body will take place is not

yet come, but the day when Christ changes hearts

has come, and it is that that is set before us in the

preaching of the gospel. He is able to change you.

If there are any in this room who are secretly con

scious in their own souls, though they will not allow

it to any one else perhaps— " Ah, I know I am not

yet among those who shall be changed in this glorious

way ;" I say to such , ask Him to change your heart.

He can do it , as I hope to show you from this passage

this evening - He is the One who is able to subdue

all things unto Himself - He can change your heart

He is a living, loving, present Saviour - He has

changed numbers of hearts here. We all say, “ He

has changed myheart," if we have found peace with

God through Jesus Christ. This is not my testi

mony only, but that of every one who has come to

Jesus. He has done great things for us; He has
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given us new hearts, and He will give us the new

body. And so dear friends we ask , “ we beseech

you, in Christ's stead , be ye reconciled ” to God now .

Do not wait till thatmoment when the trumpet shall

sound, and there is no more opportunity , no more

sacrifice for sin , no other means of getting changed

into the likeness of Christ.

The end of this verse tells us of the power whereby

Christ will be able to change the bodies of His people

into His own likeness. It assures the believer that

Christ is able to do this. “ He is able to subdue

even all things unto Himself,” — all things, of which

this is only a part. He has been speaking of the

changing of the body — the subduing of the body into

His image. Very well, that is only part of what He

is going to do. This One for whom we look, the

Lord Jesus Christ the Saviour, He is the One to

whom all power is given , and who is able to subdue

all things.

Now let us look this evening, for clearness' sake,

first of all at this statement in a general way : the

great truth laid down here that Christ is the Onewho

is able to , and therefore will— for that is implied in

it - subdue all things unto Himself. And then let

us look at it as it applies to any unsaved soul, and as

it applies to the hearts of His own people.

He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.

Well, first of all that implies that all things have to

be subdued. All things are not subdued now . We

need not look far to see that ; but in order rapidly to
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trace the present state of things, and see what it will

be, let us think of how God has really ordained things

to be, according to His will. Weread that" God is

not the author of confusion but of peace ;' and He

has accordingly ordained in all His works a marvel

lous system of subjection one to the other. If you

follow me through two or three passages, you will see

that wherever God has made known His word , it has

been His object to have things arranged in a most

beautiful order.

It is even so in heaven . Weread that among the

angels there are " thrones, principalities, and powers.”

There are different ranks of angels, and among them

we read of an archangel— a chief angel.

It is so in God's creation of inanimate things. If

you look at Genesis i., when God formed the world

and all the things that we see, He set somethings to

rule over other things. In Gen. i. 16 we read, “ God

made two great lights, the greater light to rule the

day and the lesser light to rule the night." I only

refer to this to show how the same principle runs

through the whole ofGod's creation.

And thus you find that men in their various sta

tions upon earth are made subject to their fellow

men . It begins even at the creation . In Gen . i. 28 ,

we see that God tells man that he is to subdue the

earth. He is to have dominion . “ God blessed them ,

and God said, Be fruitful,and multiply,and replenish

the earth , and subdue it," & c . And so in the re

lationship of husband and wife, ( chap. iii. 16 :) “ Thy
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desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over

thee.” Go on again to the subjection of the younger

brother to the elder brother , (chap. iv. 7 ,) “ Unto

thee [Cain ] shall be his [Abel’s ] desire , and thou

shalt rule over him ." So that among the angels,

among created things,men over the lower order of

earthly things, husband over the wife, elder brother

over the younger — all things in a beautiful harmony

are subject one to another . And the same idea runs

all through the Bible. Just refer with me to the First

Epistle of St Peter, where it is brought out in the

most remarkable way. Take, for instance, wives in

chap. iii. 1 : “ Likewise , ye wives , be in subjection to

your own husbands.” Take servants: “ Servants, be

subject to your masters with all fear, not only to the

good and gentle, but also the froward ,” (ii. 18.)

Turn to Col. iii. 20 , there is the same thing : “ Chil

dren be obedient to your parents in all things.” And

in chap. iv . 1 , masters are there reminded that they

have “ a Master ” too. Therefore you see that wives

to husbands, children to parents, servants to masters,

masters to their Master in heaven — all things in per

fect order. The same remark applies to flocks or

congregations under the charge of God's pastors.

Look at Heb . xiii. 17 : “ Obey them that have the

rule over you ," or as it is in the margin , “ that

guide you ;" " and submit yourselves, for they watch

for your souls as they thatmust give account.” Then

all men are told to be subject unto the powers, the

kings, the rulers, the magistrates that God has or
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dained in this world ; both in the First Epistle of

Peter, chap. ii., and more especially in Rom . xiii.,

where it is said , in the first verse, “ Let every soul be

subject to the higher powers, for there is no power

but of God ; the powers that be are ordained ofGod.”

Now the opposite of this is insubordination - sin .

It is denying God's authority, and setting up man's

authority . When sin came in ,there was disobedience

to God's authority. Therefore you find, in Rom . v.,

that the first act of sin is called “ the disobedience

of one." Now only trace thatthrough the Bible. There

is the first act — disobedience. It goes on and on and

on. The flood — the tower of Babel - all bear witness

to the insubordination of man against God — the set

ting up himself as his own master, until you find , in

Ps. xii. 4 , that the language of the soul that acknow

ledges not God as his Lord is just this, “ With our

tongues will we prevail ; our lips are our own : who

is Lord over us ?” This is the expression of the

mind that only has self for its ruler, and notGod .

Well, you find at last that when St Paul is de

scribing the awful condition of man in general, in

Rom . i., the great feature that runs through all is

insubordination to God ; not only disobedience to

parents, but altogether a contempt for, and denial of

God's authority , and a walking after his own lusts.

But it does not stop there. It does not only say

" there is no fear of God before their eyes,” butwe

are told both here and in other passages what a

solemn ending all these things would have. In 2
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Tim . iii., speaking of the evils of “ the last days," we

read — “ Men shall be lovers of their own selves ,

boasters, proud, disobedient to parents.” Now mark

that. This is one of the signs of the last days — in

subordination - want of reverence for God's consti

tuted authorities. And St Peter and St Jude tell us

in the most marked and solemn terms, what those

evils will end in . In 2 Pet. ii. 10 it is said , “ But

chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of

uncleanness, and despise government: presumptuous

are they , self-willed, they arenot afraid to speak evil

of dignities.” And lest we should forget it, the Holy

Ghost, by the mouth of Jude , has written it again .

In the 8th verse of his epistle we are told , “ Likewise

also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh , despise do

minion ,and speak evil of dignities.” And we are

told in the 11th verse, that they perish in the gainsay

ing of Korah, who despised — was insubordinate tom

the constituted authority of Moses and Aaron, and

perished lamentably .

All this shows us how these things will end ; and

that is what we see a great deal of in the present day

- such a want of reverence for God's authority as set

up in the persons of men in their proper relations of

life. This comes to pass according to the word of

God. It will bring judgment. But, dear friends,

these things are not to continue. “ The foundations

of the world are out of course.” All is in confusion ,

and the righteous saith , “ Lord, how long ? ” How

long is this to go on ? How long shall the ungodly
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say , " Where is now their God ? ” The believer often

feels as if God had withdrawn Himself from all

government of the world ,when he sees the injustice

and the fearful course of sin all over the world . It

makes him say, Oh ! how long is this to go on ?

The verse I am reading to -night, tells us it is to come

to an end. “ He is able to subdue all things unto

Himself.” God is not the author of confusion, but of

order .

Now there was always ONE prophesied of, who

would set things to right from the very beginning.

He is spoken of in 1 Samuel ii., in the inspired prayer

of Hannah . She says, " The adversaries of the Lord

shall be broken in pieces. Out of heaven shall He

thunder against them . The Lord shall judge the

ends of the earth ,and Heshallgive strength unto HIS

KING , and exalt the horn of HIS ANOINTED.”

And then just look with meat the 89th Psalm . All

through that psalm you see One spoken of, who is

coming to " rule ” or “ judge.” ( The word judge is

often used in the Old Testament, not in the sense of

merely executing an act of justice, but of ruling as

the judges ruled or " judged ” Israel.) All through

the Psalms you have this One spoken of as the One

who “ cometh to judge the earth .” In the 80th

Psalm , ver. 17, we are told that He is a man . “ Let

Thy hand be upon the Man of Thy right hand,

upon the Son of man whom Thou madest strong for

Thyself.” Why strong ? Because Hehad got a great

work to do. Hehad to subdue all things unto Himself.
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Now , if you look at Matt. xxviii. 18, (and there

are a number of similar passages I have not time to

refer to,) you find our Saviour saying, “ All power is

given unto Me in heaven and on earth .” It appears

from Hebrews ii. that Heis the one of whom the 8th

Psalm speaks, who is to have dominion over all the

works of God's hands - a dominion which Adam for

feited , but which Christ, " the second Adam ," comes

to take again (ver . 5 ) - “ For unto the angels hath

Henot put in subjection. the world to come, whereof

we speak. But one in a certain place” (in the 8th

Psalm ). " testified , saying, What is man, that Thou

art mindful of him ? or the son of man, that Thou

visitest him ? Thou madest him a little lower than

the angels ; Thou crownedst him with glory and

honour, and didst set him over the works of Thy

hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under

his feet. For in that He put all in subjection under

him , He left nothing that is not putunder him . But

now we see not yet all things put under him : but

we see JESUS,who was made a little lower than the

angels” (so that evidently this has its full application

in Jesus) “ for the suffering of death , crowned with

glory and honour.”

And the same language is used in 1 Cor. xv . 25-- -

“ For He must reign , till He hath put all enemies

under His feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed

is death ; for He hath put all things under His feet.”

This is the fulfilment of it . The Lord, the Saviour,

the Lord Jesus Christ , is able to do it ; and dear
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friends, thank God we have the sure and blessed hope

that He will do it. We cannot tell the moment,

when , but we have the promise of God . There is

His promise, and He will assuredly fulfil it. He

will come in power. He will descend from heaven

with a shout. The first aot of Christ's subduing all

things will be that of which we read last week , when

He changes the bodies of His dead or living saints,

and makes them like unto Himself. And what hap

pens then ? You read in Rev. xix . that “ the armies

which were in heaven followed Him , clothed in fine

linen, white and clean .” The saints there are asso

ciated with Jesus in His acts of ruling and judging.

In Rev . xx. we are told that thrones were set, “ and

they sat on them , and judgment was given unto

them ;" which is the fulfilment, I suppose, of the

prophecy in Daniel vii., to which I referred some

two or three months ago, as showing that the saints

have the very power that Jesus has Himself, because

it is said they are with Him on the throne. “ Domin

ion was given to the saints of the Most High." And

in this also , I suppose, is fulfilled the statement of St

Paul, in 1 Cor. vi., where we are told that “ the

saints shall judge the world .” All this shall take

place when Jesus comes. They will reign with Him .

We are told in two or three places in the Psalms,

especially in Psalm cxlix . 7 – 9 , that His saints will

have this glorious power. “ This honour have all His

saints ; ” and in Rev. ï . 26 it is written, “ To him



THE SUBDUING POWER OF CHRIST. 163

that overcometh ,and keepeth myworks unto the end ,

to him will I give power over the nations.”

And now , just retrace for a moment,before we go

on , the train of thought to which I have been trying

to guide your minds. God has instituted a beautiful

order in creation , in His Church , in the world . Sin ,

by His permission , — why, we know not, - has broken

that order for a time. But God's purposes are not

changed . The Man whom He has made strong for

Himself, and to whom He has given all power, is

coming to put things to rights. We are told in the

3d of Acts, “ The heavens shall receive Him until the

times of the restitution of all things.” Butwhen that

moment comes, of which no man knoweth , Jesus will

come with His power and begin to put all things to

rights, even as they ought to be. That will be the

time of “ the restitution of all things." Then in His

glory He will reign with His saints on the earth ; and

then at “ the end ” the Son also — showing that there

is a beautiful subjection and subordination even in

the highest things — shall be subject to the Father,

( 1 Cor. xv. 28.)

Not for an instant do I believe that the Lord Jesus

Christ ever loses His eternal dominion , for we are told

that “ of His government shall there be no end."

But I think that the passage (a confessedly difficult

one) teaches us that whilst, during the millennial

period, it is themanhood by whom the government is

administered , yet that at the end of that time, all
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enemies being subdued, and the kingdom being for

mally delivered to the Father in its complete and per

fect condition , it is by the Godhead that the supreme

authority will be wielded , and thus God (viz., the

Father) “ be all in all.”

Well then , this is the time that we look for,the

“ restitution of all things.” Heis able to subdue even

all things unto Himself, and He will do it. Just let

us think of what it is to be associated with the Lord

Jesus in such a glory. And let us remember, dear

friends, that “ before honour is humility.” Christ

stooped low enough from His throne before He took

His glory. Let us be willing to do the same. Let

usbe willing to take the low places now , that we may

bemade fit as Hewas ; made “ perfect through suf

fering,” to take a high and glorious place then .

· Now this is only giving a line of thought about

this word , “ Able to subdue all things unto Himself.”

It might be followed out atmuch greater length , and

many here, who search the Scriptures, will be able

to do it. But now let us look at this in its applica

tion to those who are unsaved, and to those who are

saved .

First of all , let us apply it to those here, or any

where,who are not yet under the power of the grace

ofGod . The condition of the unregenerate heart is,

that it is “ not subject to the law of God ." There is

no subjection . They sing, “ Crown Him Lord of all,”

but they do not mean it. We are told in Romans

viii., “ The carnal mind is enmity against God ; it is
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not subject to the law of God , neither indeed can be."

And in Romans x .,when Paul says “ that his heart's

desire for his brethren is, that they might be saved ,"

he adds that the reason why they were not saved

was, that they did not “ submit themselves unto the

righteousness of God." There was a want of subjec

tion. There was no owning of Christ as Lord , no

acknowledging Him , no acknowledging their own

lost , weak , guilty , helpless state , and confessing Jesus

as Saviour and Lord. Now perhaps there are some

here who have tried to make themselves subject to

Christ, and you found your wills going just the other

way. The more you have tried , perhaps, to bring

yourself under the dominion of the Saviour, the more

your own nature has rebelled against the command

ments of God, and you have been unable to do it.

And you never will be able . But this verse contains

the gospel just as much as any verse of the Bible.

Good news ! It tells you of One that is able even to

subdue “ all things” unto Himself, and is therefore

able to subdue you . He has subdued our hearts who

believe in Him , or we should not be believers now .

He is able to subdue every heart, for " all power is

given ” unto Him . There is no case too hard for

Him .

Just take two instances out of the Scriptures of

*his power of Jesus in subduing persons unto Him

self. Take that case of physical and moral insubor

dination — the maniac in 5th of Mark . There is a

man whose mind and body are subject to no autho
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rity at all. His friends have tried to tame him ; but

no, he is a raging madman. They can do nothing

with him . They have bound him in fetters and

chains, and he has broken them in sunder. No man

“ can tame him .” He is just like what you and I

were before conversion ; just like any soul in this

room to-night, who finds his own lusts and devices

too strong for any resolution he can make. Well,

this man met with Jesus, and what do you find ?

Why, a few verses after - giving perhaps a space of a

few minutes— you find him “ sitting at the feet of

Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind.” Oh ! that

One is able to subdue all things. He is the Mighty

One. It is the power of the Lord that has subdued

thatman's mind — that furiousmind - and has quieted

those frantic limbs, and taught him to sit down at

His feet like a little child . And Jesus can do that

for you .

Take another instance of a much worse madness

than that: a man diseased in his conscience — a reli

gious man, doing everything , as he thought, for the

glory of God , and yet doing everything against the

glory of God - Paul. Now there is a man ,entrenched

in the stronghold of his own prejudices and religious

feelings — prejudices in which he had been brought up

from a child . Nothing can tame him . He is haling

men and women , and casting them into prison . But

one day as you know , riding to Damascus, there

shines suddenly a light from heaven , and that light

strikes him down to the earth . He is subdued . That
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proud, self-righteous man is subdued , and his first

cry is , “ Lord , what wilt Thou have me to do ? ” He

was brought into subjection . There was the power

of Christ again . And so it is with souls now . It is

the light from Heaven that streams in upon a soul

and brings it into subjection — " into captivity to the

obedience of Christ.”

It was from Jesus, the crucified and risen Saviour,

that the light shone upon Paul ; from Him who says,

“ I am the light of the world .” Oh , are any of your

hearts not subject to Christ ? Has He not subdued

you unto Himself ? Well now , just come for one

moment, and look at the wonderful sight — the cruci

fied Saviour, and may that subdue you . Look at

Jesus. Try and picture to yourselves the Lord of

life and glory coming to His own, cast out, nailed to

the cross, the holy and spotless One, crucified as a

malefactor — and what for ? Not for His own sins,

but for ours — dying the just for the unjust, the holy

for the ungodly , the righteous One in the place of

guilty sinners. And at whose hands? His own

creatures'. “ He came unto His own, and His own

received Him not.” “ The world was made by Him ,

and the world knew Him not,” but cast Him out.

You and I have all our share of that,morally , if we

had not physically. Wecast out Jesus, and then in

His wondrous love for our souls Jesus laid down His

life and gave up the ghost, and “ poured out His

soul unto death ,” and “ made intercession for trans

gressors” like you and me. O dear friends, if you
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look upon that cross of Jesus, you will see what your

sins are like. Nothing but the blood of Jesus could

cleanse you . If you want to know what the love of

God is like , you see it in the cross of Jesus. If you

want to fathom that mystery, you can only do so

there. Far above any other love was the love of

Christ to your sinful, ruined , hell-deserving soul,

when He laid down His life an atonement for sin .

And not only that. That love of Jesus did not end

in death . “ Many waters cannot quench love, neither

can the floods drown it.” “ Love is strong as death ,”

and so when He rose again , He came and said ,

“ Preach the gospel, beginning at Jerusalem .” Go,

and tell those very sinners who have killed Me, that

I have loved them — that there is pardon for them

through the very blood that their hands have been

the means of shedding . Oh, is there any love like

this ! Dear friends,does not that touch your hearts ?

Oh,may God help you if you have as yet had, as we

all of us have had , a heart untouched by the love of

God ; may He work upon you now . May He show

you what this cross means, the wondrous love of God

manifested in giving Jesus to be the propitiation for

our sins ; and lead you to think of that crucified , that

risen Saviour,who has come as it were with the very

hand which bears the mark of the nails through it ,

and hasknocked at the door of your heart again and

again, saying, Let Me in . There is the love ofGod .

Does not that subdue you ? or do you still feel you

have an unsubdued heart ? What are you to do with
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it ? Well, the only thing to do with it is to go to

the Lord Jesus Christ with it, and get Him to change

it for you. Ask Him . Pray to Him - yes, pray to

Him . I am sorry to find in these days that there

are many who would counsel unconverted souls not to

pray. I speak about this because it is only two days

ago that some friends or neighbours , ( I don 't know

their names,) very kindly sent me some tracts, which

they often do, with, I have no doubt, the kindest in - .

tention ; but in one of these tracts is distinctly laid

down the doctrine that an unconverted soul is not to

pray to God — that he cannot pray acceptably, and

that therefore he ought never to be told to pray.

Now dear friends, I mention this in order to guard

you against it. It is written , I have no doubt,with

an excellent intention, but I thoroughly believe it is

not God's truth . The publican prayed , " God be

merciful to me a sinner,” — and got pardon. God' s

command to the “ wicked ” and the “ unrighteous” is,

“ call upon the Lord while He is near,” (Isa . lv. 6, 7.)

And I say to you in all affection and sincerity, if

you feel you have a hard heart, go and pray to have

it changed . You can do nothing better; and if you

say, as I know those would say who argue against

this doctrine, a man cannot pray without faith ; I

tell you , dear friends, in prayer there is faith . Prayer

is as distinct an act of faith as anything a man can

do, for “ he that cometh to God must believe that He

is, and that He is the Rewarder of those that dili

gently seek Him ." And if you go into your room
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to -night, and cast yourselves on your knees before

God, and say, O God, change my heart, “ create in

me a clean heart ;" I say there is faith in that prayer .

Go to God with your heart as it is. Say, “ Lord , I

believe, help Thou mine unbelief ;" but do not keep

yourself from prayer. Do not let any one in these

days, when errors are rife on every hand, (I dare say

we all hold many,) do not let us for a moment tell a

poor dying lost soul that he is not to ask for life. It

is too awful. You may come to God . You may

plead the name of Jesus. You are to come to Him

You are to go and say, O God, save my poor lost soul,

for I cannot changemyheart, I cannot subdue it, but

I read of Onewho is able to subdue even all things

to Himself ; take my heart and do it, for I cannot.

I can give you no better counsel than that, and if

that is not believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, ac

knowledging His name as a name by which prayer

can be heard, I do not know what is. And so , dear

friends, let me ask you to do it. If any of you are

conscious that this moment, this night, you have an

unsaved soul, go to God and ask Him to save it, and

He says, “ Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise

cast out.”

“ Thy Word has commanded my prayer,

Thy Spirit has taughtme to pray ;

And all my unholy despair

Is ready to vanish away.

« Thou wilt not be weary ofme,

Thy promise my faith shall sustain ;

And soon , very soon , I shall see,

That I have not been asking in vain ."



THE SUBDULNG POWER OF CHRIST. 171

Jesus can change the hardest heart that ever existed

in this world, and yours is not too hard to be changed

by Him .

Now lastly , for a few moments, these words apply

most blessedly to the case of believers in Jesus. “ He

is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” Per

haps the great plague of the believer's soul is this

hard heart, this insubordination of his will to the will

of Christ. He says

“ I would be treated as a child ,

And guided where I go.”

And yet,when God tries to guide him , he will not go,

and he is constrained continually to say with Paul

" I find a law in mymembers warring against the law

of my mind ;” and the law in my members is not

subject to the law of God. Wewant to say from our

hearts — Thy will be done, and yet each day shows us

more and more what an unhumbled heart we have,

how little our wills are in conformity with, and sub

jection to , the will of “ our Father which is in

heaven .”

Well, this verse tells us of a blessing. “ He is

able even to subdue all things unto Himself.” O

dear friends, lay hold of a word like that, and do not

let it go . Have you got some strong passions, some

strong will, some strong desire that you have been

trying to overcome,which has humbled you and led

you to think at last - Oh, it is no good, I cannot go

on. Why, you have been trying in the strength of

your own resolutions ; your fault and my fault has
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been , that we have not had to do with Jesus. He is

able. Hedoes not say that you are able. Paul truly

says, in Phil. iv., “ I can do all things,” — but how ?

“ Through Christ,” or “ in Christ ” as it really is,

“ who strengtheneth me.” It is by laying hold of

Him in whom is strength for you and me who are

helpless. It was when the Israelites sought God's

help , as you read again and again , that the Philistines

were subdued before them . Whenever they fought

in their own strength , they did not get the victory .

And here is the promise for you and for me— “ He

will subdue our iniquities,” (Mic. vii. 19.) This is a

glorious promise. Jesus is one who can subdue the.

strongest passions and lusts — the most evil habits of

mind, heart, and flesh that remain in you. He may

impose a discipline that we do not like, but we must

remember that the Master Himself went through a

wonderful discipline. Weread in Heb. v., " Hewas

made perfect through suffering.” “ The servant is

not above his lord, neither the disciple above his

master.” He was on His road to glory , and so are

you and I who have been washed in His blood. We

must be content to take the same path , to go through

suffering, remembering what it is for , that we may

be made “ partakers of His holiness.” If Heanswers

your prayer, to be made like unto Him , in a way that

you do not fancy , remember that though the affliction

“ seemeth not to be joyous but grievous, it afterwards

yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” And
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remember this too — I pray that we may remember it

there is strength laid up for each time of need .

There is a wonderful expression in Col. i., where we

are told that we are “ strengthened with all might ac

cording to His glorious power unto all patience and

long -suffering :" that there is the glorious power of

Jesus strengthening us to go through whatever suffer

ing may be before us with joyfulness, thatwemay be

made partakers of His holiness. And this will soon

end ; the time of suffering will be past, and the time

of glory will begin . Soon we shall not have to pray

daily , “ Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven ,"

for His kingdom will have come and His will will be

done. “ The prayers of David , the son of Jesse, will

be ended” then , for “ the whole earth will be filled

with His glory .” “ A king shall reign in righteous

ness," Isaiah says, “ and princes shall rule in judg

ment,” and then shall be brought to pass the sayings

that are written. “ The times of restitution ” shall

have come, and Jesus shall have subdued “ all things

unto Himself.”

But now , as we have seen in this passage, that time

has not come. We are citizens of the heavenly city ,

butwe are not yet at home. We are on the road

thither, and we look for the time when we shall cast

our crowns before His feet, and praise “ Him who

loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own

blood.” All things will then be subdued . And that

is what we long for. That is the desire that is at the



174 THE SUBDUING IOWER OF CHRIST .THE SUBDUING POWER OF CHRIST.

bottom of every renewed heart. May God , for His

name's sake, grant that some soul may be brought

this night into subjection to Jesus, and own Him as

Saviour and Lord of all ! Amen .

THE END .
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and intelligible in expression does not often make its appearance.” — Christian
Work .

CHRIST IN THE WORD. By the Rev. FREDERICK

WHITFIELD, M . A ., Author of “ Voices from the Valley,” & c . Small Crown

8vo, 3s .6d. cloth .

“ Very able and searching applications of spiritual truth .” - Our Own Fireside.

“ Excellentreading for the closet and family circle." — Watchman .

THE SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCK ; or, The Keeper

of Israel and the Sheep of His Pasture . By the Rev. J. R .MACDUFF, D . D .

With Vignette . Small Crown 8vo, 35. 6d . cloih .

“ A remarkably well-written volume, eminently practical and devout in its tone,

and one which spiritually -minded persons will read with both pleasure and profit."

Journal of Sacred Literature.

ERLING THE BOLD . A Tale of the Norse Sea -Kings.

By R . M . BALLANTYNE, Author of “ The Lifeboat,” & c . With Illustrations

by the Author. Crown 8vo . 5s. cloth .

“ The story is cleverly designed , and aboundswith elements of romantic interest ;

and the author's illustrations are scarcely less vigorous than his text." - Athenæum .

LIGHT AND TRUTH . Bible Thoughts and Themes

First, Second, Third, and Fourth Series ~ 1. The _ OLD TESTAMENT.

2. THE GOSPELS. 3. THE ACTS AND THE LARGER EPISTLES . 4 . The

LESSER EPISTLES. 5 . THE REVELATION OF St. John. the Rev.

HORATIUS BONAR, D . D . Crown 8vo, each 5s . cloth .

“ Rich in matter and very suggestive." - Christian Advocate.

“ Valuable work. It contains a series of brief expositions well suited for private

use , or for family reading." - Record .

LECTURES ON HOSEA XIV . Preached in Portman

Chapel during Lent, :869 . By the Rev. J. W . Reeve, M . A . Small Crown

8vo , 38. 6d. cloth

“ It would be hard to over-estimate the amount of Gospel truth , practicalexhor

tation , plain speaking, and affectionate interest in the spiritual welfare of his people ,

contained in these six lectures." - Record .

SERMONS. Preached at King's Lynn. By the late Rev .

E . L . Hull , B . A . First and Second Series. Post 8vo, each 6s. cloth .
me of twenty sermons has all the claims of the first - the same

happy use of Scripture , the same clear and firm grasp of the principle of every text

he selected, the same earnest longing after the beauty and holiness on which he has

now entered , the same play of imagination , the same freshness of thought, and

fitness of utterance. " - Freeman .
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THE TITLES OF OUR LORD ; A Series of Sketches
for Every Sunday in the Christian Year, to be used in Bible-Class, Sunday

School, and Private Study . Bythe Rev. ROWLEY Hill, M . A ., Vicar of Frant.

tomo, Is .6d. cloth ,

“ The idea is excellent. . . . The matter is well arranged , free from repe

titions, and in exposition thoroughly scriptural." - Record.

STEPPING HEAVENWARD . By Mrs. Prentiss.

Author of " Little Susy's Six Birthdays," & c. With Coloured Illustrations.

Small Crown 8vo, 25 . 6d . cloth .

“ A faithful diary, recording the experiences of a good and gentle soulin its

onward march to a better land ." - Rock .

THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY. First

and Second Series. By. P .. H . Gosse , F . R . S . With many Illustrations.

Small Crown 8vo , each 38. 6 . cloth .

“ A very pleasing and attractive work . " - Times .

“ It would be difficult to find more attractive gift books for the young." - Record .

BOOKS FOR WAYFARERS. By Anna Warner , Author

of the “ Golden Ladder." 32mo, cloth. 1. Wayfaring Hymns,Original and

SELECTED . 6d. 2 . TheMeloDY OF THE TWENTY- THIRD Psalm . 8d. 3.

THE OTHER SHORE. 8d.

“ There is an unction and a beauty about the books that well fit them to be

pocket or table companions. " - - Freeman .

“ Two little books, beautiful without and within . " - English Presbyterian

Messenger.

MEMORIALS OF THE LATE JAMES HEN

DERSON , M . D ., F . R . C .S . E . MedicalMissionary to China. With Appendix .

Small Crown 8vo, 38. 6d . cloth . With Portrait. Also , Cheap and Abridged

Edition, iómo, is.cloth limp.

" The memorials of Dr. Henderson form as beautiful and exhilarating a little

history as it has been for some time our task or pleasure to read . . . It is

the story of one of those noble lives before which power and difficulty coil, and

give up the contest. " - Eclectic Review .

NOONTIDE AT SYCHAR ; or, The Story of Jacob's

Well. By the Rev. J . R . Macduff , D . D . With Vignettes. Small

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth .

" One of themost attractive of themany pleasant and profitable religious studies

published by Dr. Macduff." - Daily Review .

DEEP DOWN. A Tale of the Cornish Mines. By R . M .

BallantyNE, Author of " The Life Boat," etc. With Illustrations. Small

Crown 8vo, 5s . cloth .

“ This is just the subject forMr. Ballantyne, whose stories in connection with

that enterprise and adventure which have made England great are amongst the best

of modern days." — Daily News.
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FAMILY PRAYERS FOR FOUR WEEKS. With

Additional Prayers for Especial Days and Occasions. By the Very Rev.

HENRY LAAw , M . A ., Dean of Gloucester. Small Crown 8vo , 3s. 6d . cloth .

“ Thoroughly sound and scriptural, and really devotional.” - Christian Observer .

LIFE OF THE LATE REV. JOHN MILNE, M . A ., of

Perth . By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D . D . With Portrait. Crown 8vo, 6s .

cloth . Cheap Edition. Small crown 8vo, 35. 6d . cloth .

“ Written with the elegance, sound judgment, and good feeling which were to

be expected from Dr. Bonar ; and being given to a large extent in the autobiogra

phical form , it is , on that account, themore trustworthy and valuable ." - British and

Foreign Evangelical Review .

TALES FROM ALSACE ; or, Scenes and Portraits from

Life in the Days of the Reformation , as drawn from Old Chronicles. Trans

lated from the German . Crown 8vo , 3s. 6d cloth .

“ We have not for a long time perused a more delightful book. .

weare certain wherever it is read it will be a great favourite with young and old ."

Daily Review .

A MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. DR . MALAN ,

OF GENEVA. By one of his Sons. With Portrait and Engravings. Post
8vo, 7s, 6d . cloth .

“ We feel ourselves in this biography brought into contact with an humble hut

truly saintly man, whom to know is to love, and whom it is impossible to know with

out being ourselves benefited .” — Christian Work .

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR A MONTH , with a few

Prayers for Special occasions. By the Rev . J. W . Reeve, M . A ., Portinan
Chapel. Small Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth .

“ Admirably suited for the devotions of a Christian household ." - Rock .

BEACONS OF THE BIBLE. By the Very Rev. HENRY

Law, M .A ., Dean of Gloucester, Author of “ Christ is All," etc. Small

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth .

“ Dr. Law 's work overflowswith striking and beautiful images, briefly expressed

in short, incisive sentences, often musical in their cadence, and melodious as poetry

itself." - Rock .

THEWORKS OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON,
D . D ., F . L . S . Complete in Six Vols., post 8vo, each 7s .6d. cloth.

“ More than mostmen he has embalmed his qualities in his writings. . . They

well deserve to be published in a permanent form , and this handsome library edition

will be a great boon to many families.” — Freeman .

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN . The Lord' s Prayer

Familiarly Explained and Illustrated . A Book for the Young. By the Rev .

J . H . Wilson , Edinburgh. With Illustrations. Small Crown 8vo, 25 . ód.

cloth .

“ Weknow no better book of its kind." - Edinburgh Evening Courant.

“ One of the most interesting and successful expositions of the Lord's Prayer in

our language." - EvangelicalMagazine.



JAMES NISBET AND CO .

RIGHTS AND WRONGS; or, Begin at Home. By M . M .

Gordon , Author of " Work ; Plenty to Lo, and How to Do it.” Small
Crown 8vo , 28 . 6d. limp cloth .

“ The purpose of the publication is for circulation amongst the feinale inmates of

cottages and working men's houses, or to be read atmothers or daughters'meetings.

For these ends it will be found exceedingly suitable, and fitted to be widely useful." -

Aberdeen Free Press.

FROM SEVENTEEN TO THIRTY. The Town Life

of a Youth from the Country ; its Trials, Temptations, and Advantages.

Lessons from the History of Joseph . By the Rev. THOMAS BINNEY. Small

Crown 8vo, is. 6d. cloth .

“ Nothing can exceed the quiet dignity , beauty , and simplicity of style in which

this book is written. Not only is it a model of wise scriptural exposition, but we

cannotat this momentrecall anything that approaches it.” - English Independent.

THE SABBATH -SCHOOL INDEX . Pointing out the

History and Progress of Sunday Schools, with approved modes of Instruction ,

c . By R . G . PARDEE, A . M . With Introductory Preface by the Rev.

J . H . Wilson, Edinburgh . Small Crown 8vo , 25. 6d, cloth .

“ The author has succeeded in an admirable manner in producing a work that will

stand pre-eminently as the teacher's handbook. We have not found one subject of

any importance to the teacher which he hasnot considered.” — Weekly Review .

MEMORIES OF OLIVET. By the Rev. J . R . MACDUFF,

D . D . With Vignette. Post 8vo, 6s. 6d . cloth .

“ The almost photographic clearness with which every point around Jerusalem is

described, and the frequent though unobtrusive illustration of the sacred text from

eastern life , together with the vivid realization of the movements of our Saviour

during the last few days of his earthly career, make the Memories of Olivet a most

valuable companion in the study of the preacher and teacher, and in the chamber of

the home student." -- Record .

THE LIFE OF THE LATE REV. DR . MARSH .

of Beddington. By his Daughter, the Author of “ English Hearts and Eng

lish Hands," etc. ' With Portrait. Post 8vo, ios. cloth ; Cheap Edition,

Small Crown 8vo , 3s. 6d. cloth .

“ Wehave read this volume with much interest, and can recommend it as an ex

cellent account of Dr. Marsh 's life and career, and of the associations connected with

them . ” — Times.

MEMORIES OFGENNESARET ; or , Our Lord's Minis

trations in Galilee. With a new and extended Preface, from observations

made upon the spot. By the Rev. J. R . MACDUFF, D . D . Post 8vo,

6s. 6d. cloth .

“ An excellent and exceedingly attractive work . Its character is simplicity, ear

nestness, and devotedness." - Witness.

THE PEARL OF PARABLES. Notes on the Parable

of the Prodigal Son. By the late James Hamilton , D . D . With Twelve

Illustrations by Selous. Printed on toned paper, and elegantly bound . Small

loth . Also a Cheap Edition , without Plates, romo, IS. od . cloth .

“ A book like this is a very rich enjoyment for both mind and heart. A more fitting

gift-book for young men could hardly be conceived.” — British Quarterly Review .
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THE DARWINIAN THEORY OF THE TRANSMU

TATION OF SPECIES EXAMINED . By a GRADUATE OF THE UNIVER

SITY OF CAMBRIDGE. Demy Evo , Ios. 6d. cloth .

“ The volume is a work of no ordinary merit . . . It indicates extensive

reading, intimate acquaintance with the whole history of the Transmutation school

of thinking, great mastery of the abundant material placed at the disposal of the

author, and a large infusion of common sense. ” — British Quarterly Review .

PLAIN SERMONS ON THE GOSPEL MIRACLES.

By the Rev. Arthur Roberts, M .A . Crown 8vo , 5s. cloth .

“ Plain and simple, without attempt at critical disquisition or philosophical
inquiry , they are earnest, scriptural, and attractive. The style, with nothing lofty

in it, is pleasant, and the sermons are thoroughly readable.” — Church of England
Magazine.

THE SHADOW AND THE SUBSTANCE. A Second

Series of Addresses by Stevenson A . BlackWOOD, Esq. Small Crown 8vo .

25. cloth limp, 25. 6d . cloth boards.

“ A very thoughtful and thoroughly scriptural view of the Passover. . . . To

those who wish for useful reading to adult classes, or to mothers'meetings, we com

mend this book." - Record.

THE PROPHET OF FIRE ; or, The Life and Times of

Elijah , and their Lessons. By the Rev. J. R . MacDUFF, D . D . Post 8vo,
6s. 6d . cloth .

“ Full ofincident, rich in illustration , smooth and pleasing in style,and abounding

in practical lessons." - English Presbyterian Messenger .

ST. PAUL ; His Life and Ministry to the Close of his

Third Missionary Journey. By the Rev. Thomas BINNEY. Crown 8vo,

55. cloth .

“ Mr. Binney has elaborated into a volume his magnificent lectures on St. Paul's

Life and Ministry . . . .Mr. Binney 's books need no commendation of ours."

Quarterly Messenger Young Men 's Christian Association .

SUNSETS ON THE HEBREW MOUNTAINS ; or,

Some of the most prominent Biographies of Sacred Story viewed from Life's

Close. By the Rev. J . R MACDUFF , D . D . Post 8vo, 6s. 6d . cloth .

“ Dr. Macduff has rightly appreciated the characters he has described, and has

truthfully delineated their features. The points of instruction , too , which he draws

from them are apposite , scriptural, and telling. ” — Church of England Magazine.

THE LIGHTHOUSE ; or, The Story of a Great Fight

between Man and the Sea . By R . M . BALLANTYNE, Author of “ The Life .

boat," etc ., etc. Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth .

“ Interesting to all readers." - Arbroath Guide.

“ A story at once instructive and amusing." - Dundee Advertiser.

FIFTY -TWO SHORT SERMONS FOR FAMILY

READING. By HORATIUS BONAR , D . D . Crown 8vo , 6s. cloth.

“ These are short plain sermons for family reading, and are admirably fitted for

so good a purpose." - English Presbyterian Messenger.

FORGIVENESS, LIFE, AND GLORY. Addresses by

S . A . Blackwood ,Esq . Small Crown 8vo , 25. cloth limp ; 25.6d.cloth boards.

“ Fullof devout earnestness and scriptural truth ." - Church of England Magazine.

" They are all solemn and searching .- Morning Advertiser.
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THE LIFEBOAT : A Tale of our Coast Heroes. A Book

for Boys. By. R . M . BALLANTYNE, Author of “ The Lighthouse," etc . With

Illustrations. Crown 8vo, 5s, cloth .

“ This is another of Mr. Ballantyne' s excellent stories for the young. They are

all well written , full of romantic incidents, and are of no doubtful moral tendency ;

on the contrary, they are invariably found to embody sentiments of true piety , and

manliness and virtue.” - Inverness Advertiser.

HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE . By Horatius Bonar,

D . D . First, Second, and Third Series, Crown 8vo, each 5s. cloth . Also ,

Pocket Editions, Royal 32mo, each is, 6d . Also a Royal Edition , printed at

the Chiswick Press , and handsomely bound. Post 8vo, 75. 6d . cloth .

. “ There is a freshness and vigour, an earnestness and a piety in these compo

sitions, which is very gratitying. The language is highly poetical.” — Evangelical

Christendom .

ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACH

ERS AND TEACHERS. By the Rev. G . S . Bowes, B . A . First and

Second Series, Small Crown 8vo, each , 3s. 6d . cloth .

“ Its tone is thoroughly evangelical and spiritual, and it is fitted to furnish useful

hints and illustrations to the Christian teacher." - Christian Witness.

ENGLISH HEARTS AND ENGLISH HANDS ; or,

The Railway and the Trenches. By the Authorof “ Memorials of Captain Hed

ley Vicars." Smail Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth . Also a Cheaper Edition , 2s, cloth limp.

“ TheMemorials of Vicars and these Memorials of the Crystal Palace Navvies

are books of precisely the same type, and must not be overlooked. We recognize

in them an honesty of purlose, a purity of heart, and a warmth of human affection ,

combined with a religious faith , that are very beautiful. " — Times.

THE EXETER HALL LECTURES TO YOUNG

MEN, from their commencement in 1845-6, to their termination in 1864-5, all

uniformly printed , and handsomely bound in cloth , and enıbellished with por

traits of the Friends and Patrons of the Young Men's Christian Association .

Complete in 20 vols., price of each volume, 4s . ; or the whole series for £3.

MATTHEW HENRY'S COMMENTARY ON THE

HOLY BIBLE , comprising upwards of 7000 Pages, well printed (the Notes as

well as the Text in clear and distinct type) on good paper, forming Nine

Imperial8vo volumes, and handsomely bound in cloth . Price £3 35. cioth .

* * * The work may also be had in a variety of extra bindings, of which a list

will be forwarded on application.

THE REV. THOS. SCOTT’S COMMENTARY ON
THE HOLY BIBLE, comprising Marginal References, a copious Topical

Index , Fifteen Maps, and Sixty nine Engravings, illustrative of Scripture
Incidents and Scenery. Complete in 6 vols. 4to , published at £4 4s., now

offered for £2 ios.

THE BIBLE MANUAL : an Expository and Practical

Commentary on the Books of Scripture , arranged in Chronological Order :

forming a Handbook of Biblical Elucidation for the use of Families , Schools .

and Students of the Word of God. Translated from the German Work .

edited by the late Rev . Dr. C . G . BARTH , of Calw , Wurtemberg . Imperial

8vo , 12 . cloth .
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THE WORD SERIES.

By ELIZABETH Wetherall and Anna Lothrop, Authors of “ The Wide Wide

World ,” “ Dollars and Cents,” etc. Uniform with the “ Golden Ladder ”

Series, with Coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d . cloth .

“ The aim of this series ofvolumes is so to set forth the Bible incidents and course

of history , with its train of actors, as to see them in the circumstances and colouring

the light and shade of their actual existence.”

1. WALKS FROM EDEN : The Scripture Story from the

Creation to the Death of Abraham .

2 . THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL : The Scripture Story

from the Birth of Isaac to the Death of Jacob.

3 . THE STAR OUT OF JACOB : The Scripture

Story Illustrating the Earlier Portion ofthe Gospel Narrative.

THE GOLDEN LADDER SERIES .

Uniform in size and binding, with eight coloured Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth .

1. THE GOLDEN LADDER : Stories Illustrative of the

Eight Beatitudes. By ELIZABETH and ANNA WARNER. 35. 6d .

2 . THE WIDE WIDE WORLD . By ELIZABETH

WARNER. 35. 6d .

3. QUEECHY. By the same. 35. 6d.

4 . MELBOURNE HOUSE. By the same. 38. 6d.

5 . DAISY. By the same. 38. 6d.

6 . THE OLD HELMET. By the same. 35. 6d.

7. THE THREE LITTLE SPADES. By the same.

8 . NETTIE'S MISSION : Stories Illustrative ofthe Lord's.

Prayer. By Alice Gray. 35. 6d.

9 . DAISY IN THE FIELD . By ELIZABETH WARNER .

35 6d .

10 . STEPPING HEAVENWARD. By Mrs. Prentiss.
Author of “ Little Susy." 25. 6d.

11. WHAT SHE COULD, AND OPPORTUNITIES.

Tales by Elizabeth Warner. 3s. 6d .

12. GLEN LUNA ; or, Dollars and Cents. By Anna

WARNER. 35. 6d .

13. DRAYTON HALL. Stories Illustrative of the Beatitudes.

14. WITHOUTAND WITHIN . A New England Story.

15. VÍNEGAR HILL STORIES. Illustrative of the

Parable of the Sower. By Anna Warner. 35. 6d.

16. THE HOUSE IN TOWN. A Sequel to “ Oppor

tunities.” By Elizabeth Warner. 25. 6d.

17. LITTLE SUNBEAMS. , Stories by JOANNA H .

MATTHEWS. 35. 6d .

- 35. 6d.
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THE ONE SHILLING JUVENILE SERIES.

Uniform in size and binding, 16mo, Illustrations, each is. cloth .

1. CHANGES UPON CHURCH BELLS. By C . S . H .

2. GONZALEZ AND HISWAKING DREAMS. By
C . S. H .

3 . DAISY BRIGHT. By Emma Marshall.

4. HELEN ; or, Temper and its Consequences. By Mrs. G .
GladstONE.

5. THE CAPTAIN 'S STORY ; or, The Disobedient Son .
By W . S .Martin.

6 . THE LITTLE PEATCUTTERS ; or, The Song of

Love. By EmmaMarshall.

7. LITTLE CROWNS, AND HOW TO WIN THEM .

By the Rev. J. A . Collier.

8 . CHINA AND ITS PEOPLE . By a Missionary'S WIFE.

9 . TEDDY'S DREAM ; or, A Little Sweep's Mission.

10. ELDER PARK ; or, Scenes in our Garden . By Mrs.
ALFRED PAYNE, Author of “ Nature's Wonders."

11. HOME LIFE AT GREYSTONE . LODGE. By

the Author of “ Agnes Falconer."

12. THE PEMBERTON FAMILY, and other Stories.

13. CHRISTMAS AT SUNBURY DALE. By W .

B . B ., Author of “ Clara Downing's Dream .”

14. PRIMROSE ; or, The Bells of Old Ellingham . By
Mrs. MARSHALL .

15. THE BOY GUARDIAN . By the Author of “ Dick
and his Donkey."

16 . VIOLET'S IDOL. By JOANNA H . MATTHEWS.

17. FRANK GORDON . By the Author of “ The Young

Marooners.” AndLITTLE JACK ' S FOUR LESSONS. By the Author

of “ The Golden Ladder."

18. THE COTTAGE BY THE CREEK . By the Hon .

Mrs. CliFFORD -BUTLER.

19. THE WILD BELLS AND WHAT THEY RANG .

By W . S. Martin .

20. TO -DAY AND YESTERDAY. A Story ofWinter

and Summer Holidays. By Mrs. MARSHALL.

21. GLASTONBURY; or the early British Christians. By
Mrs. ALFRED PAYNE,

22. MAX ; a Story of the Oberstein Forest.
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THE EIGHTEENPENNY JUVENILE SERIES.

Uniform in size and binding, 16mo, with Illustrations, each is. 6d . cloth .

1. AUNT EDITH ; or, Love to God the Best Motive .

2. SUSY'S SACRIFICE. By Alice Gray.

3. KENNETH FORBES; or, Fourteen Ways of Studying
- the Bible ,

4. LILIES OF THE VALLEY, and other Tales.

5. CLARA STANLEY ; or, a Summer among the Hills .

6 . THECHILDREN OF BLACKBERRYHOLLOW .

7. HERBERT PERCY ; or, From Christmas to Easter.

8. PASSING CLOUDS ; or, Love conquering Evil.

9. DAYBREAK ; or, Right Struggling and Triumphant.

10. WARFARE AND WORK ; or, Life's Progress.

11. EVELYN GREY. By the Author of“ Clara Stanley."

12. THEHISTORY OF THEGRAVELYN FAMILY.

13. DONALD FRASER. By the Author of “ Bertie Lee.”

14. THE SAFE COMPASS, AND HOW IT POINTS .

By Rev . R . Newton, D . D .

15 . THE KING 'S HIGHWAY ; or, Illustrations of the

Commandments. By the same.

16. BESSIE AT THE SEASIDE. By JOANNA H .

MATTHEWS.

17. CASPER . By the Authors of “ The Wide Wide
World ,” etc .

18. KARL KRINKEN ; or, The Christmas Stocking. By
the same.

19. MR. RUTHERFORD 'S CHILDREN . By the same.

20. SYBIL AND CHRYSSA . By the same.
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THE EIGHTEENPENNY JUVENILE SERIES - Continued .

21. HARD MAPLE. By the same. .

22. OUR SCHOOL DAYS. Edited by C . S . H .

23. AUNT MILDRED 'S LEGACY. By the Author of

“ The Best Cheer,” etc .

24. MAGGIE AND BESSIE , AND THEIR WAY

TO DO GOOD. By Joanna H . MATTHEWS.

25. GRACE BUXTON ; or, The Light of Home. By

EMMA MARSHALL.

26 . LITTLE KATY AND JOLLY JIM By Alice
GRAY.

27. BESSIE AT SCHOOL . By JOANNA H . MATTHEWS.

28. BESSIE AND HER FRIENDS. By the same.

29. BESSIE IN THE MOUNTAINS. By the same.

30. HILDA AND HILDEBRAND ; or, The Twins of

Ferndale Abbey.

31. GLEN ISLA . By Mrs. DRUMMOND.

32. LUCY SEYMOUR ; or, “ It is more Blessed to give than

to receive." By the same.

33. LOUISA MORETON ; or, “ Children , obey your Parents
in all things." By the same.

34. THE WILMOT FAMILY ; or, “ They that deal

truly are His delight.” By the same.

35. SOWING IN TEARS, AND REAPING IN JOY.

By Franz HOFFMANN . Translated from the German by Mrs. Faber.

36. BESSIE ON HER TRAVELS. By JOANNA H .

MATTHEWS.

37. LITTLE NELLIE ; or, The Clockmaker's Daughter.

38. THREE LITTLE SISTERS. By Mrs. MARSHALL,

Author of “ Daisy Bright."

39. MABEL GRANT. A Highland Story.

40. THE RETURN FROM INDIA . By the Author of

“ Hilda and Hildebrand," & c .

41. THE COURT AND THE KILN . A Story founded

on the Church Catechism .

42. SILVER SANDS; or, Pennie's Romance. By G . E . E .

CRAMPTON .

43. LIONEL ST CLAIR . By the Author of “ Herbert
Percy."
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ELIZABETH .

9. THR
OU

their Lesson
s
INS OF

THE SELECT SERIES.

Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d . cloth . Bound by Burn . Most of them with Illustrations.

1. DERRY. A Tale of the Revolution . By CHARLOTTE

2 . THE LAND OF THE FORUM AND THE

VATICAN . By the Rev. Newman Hall, LL .B .

3 . THE LISTENER . By CAROLINE Fry.

4 . DAYS AND NIGHTS IN THE EAST ; or, Illus

trations of Bible Scenes. By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D . D .

5. BEECHENHURST. A Tale. By A . G ., Author of
“ Among the Mountains," etc.

6 . THE HOLYWAR. By John BUNYAN .

7. THE PILGRIM ' S PROGRESS. By JOHN BUNYAN.

8 . THE MOUNTAINS OF THE BIBLE ; Their

Scenes and their Lessons. By the Rev. John MacFarlane, LL . D .

9. THROUGH DEEP WATERS ; or, Seeking and

Finding. An Autobiography

10. HOME AND FOREIGN SERVICE ; or, Pictures

in Active Christian Life.

11. LIFE. A Series of Illustrations of the Divine Wisdom

in the Forms, Structures, and Instincts of Animals. By Phillip H .

Gosse , F . R . S .

12. LAND AND SEA . By P . H . Gosse , F . R . S ,

13. JOHN KNOX AND HIS TIMES. By the Author

of “ The Story of Martin Luther," etc .

14 . HOME IN THE HOLY LAND. By Mrs. Finn.

15. A THIRD YEAR IN JERUSALEM . A Tale

Illustrating Incidents and Customs in Modern Jerusalem . By Mrs. Finn .

16 & 17. THE ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY.
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