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Inscriptions on the family grave of William Carter 

Date of death: 1. November 1872, aged 47.  

 

Biographical entry in: 

Ron Woollacott and Michèle Louise Burford, Buried at Nunhead —Nunhead 

Notables 3 vols (London, 2014), 3: 25–26. 

See also FONC newsletter December 2016, ‘The terrible sight of London’.  

The site is in the Dissenters Section, square 130/1, grave 12070, accessed from 

the back where there is a parallel path without the access being blocked by other 

graves, which it would be if you approached it from the Welsh Path.   

 

On the four sides at ground level: 

THIS MONUMENT 

WAS ERECTED BY HIS 

SORROWING WIDOW 

AND CHILDREN 

 

Beneath that: 

The family grave of 

William and Hephzibah Carter 

of Wynne Road, Brixton 
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On the four panels of the square block: 

In affectionate remembrance of William Carter 

who gently fell asleep in Jesus 

November 1st 1872 

aged [47?] 

Oh that we may follow him as far as he followed Christ. 

For me to live is Christ. Our loss is his gain.  

 

In loving remembrance  

of Hephzibah Carter 

who fell asleep in Jesus [...] 

[This would be his wife, who was christened at St Nicholas, Brighton, in August 

1830, and died 27th April 1887 in Brixton.] 

 

Also of Hephzibah  

who fell asleep April [1876] 

[This would refer to a daughter born 1847, who married Charles Golding-

Dwyre, a successor to some of William Carter's charity work, also buried there.] 

 

 

In affectionate remembrance of James, the loving father of William Carter,  

who fell asleep in Jesus [...] 1856 aged [...] 

Also in loving memory of Mary, the fond and loving mother of William Carter,  

who was suddenly taken away after 3 days illness October [7th?] 1854. 
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In loving remembrance of Margaret M[arks] B[ellingham] Carter, 

who sweetly fell asleep in Jesus August 19th 1864 

aged 9 years and 6 months. 

She laughed at death, entreating her sisters not to weep, 

for she said if I had a little sister about to die and going to be with Jesus, 

I should laugh and not cry. 

Her last words were: 'Mama, Jesus is coming.' 

We sorrow not even as others who have no hope, 

for if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him. 

 

He shall gather the lambs [with his arm] and carry [them in his bosom] 

Isaiah [40:11]. 

 

Also in memory of William Matthew Henry 

son of William & Anna Hephzibah Carter 

who was drowned off Shanghai 1866 aged 17 

[...] 

His grace is sufficient for them. 

 

 

One of the smaller stones on the ground: 

Safe in the arms of Jesus 

[George?] Golding Dwyre, Grandson of A[nna] H[ephzibah] Carter, who 

departed this life February 17th 1874 

For whom to know was to love.  
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The family tree and biographical details are on the following web pages: 

https://www.brethrenarchive.org/people/carter-family-tree/sarah-anna-hephzibah-carter/ 

https://www.brethrenarchive.org/people/carter-family-tree/hephzibah-carter/ 

 

The top of the monument is on the ground in horizontally broken off pieces, 

with one piece having the familiar Victorian design of the clasped hands.    

‘Cemetery hands tend to be found most commonly on Victorian tombstones of 

the 1800s to mid-1900s, and are typically portrayed in one of four ways: 

blessing, clasping, pointing or praying.’  

https://www.thoughtco.com/cemetery-symbolism-clasped-hands-pointing-fingers-1420808  


