
A Note on Henry Gough

The 1851 census, taken on Sunday, 30 March, records Henry Gough staying in the home of one Edward 

Glenny at 160 Axe Street, Barking. 

Henry Gough, aged 56 at the time, hailed from Islington in North London. So what brought him to Barking? 

And why was he staying in the home of Edward Glenny on Sunday, 30 March 1851 when the census was 

taken?

It would seem that the purpose of his visit may have been to preach at Edward Glenny’s Park Hall meeting 

and to encourage the Brethren meeting there. 

There is evidence that Edward Glenny continued in the Open Brethren for the rest of his life and left money 

in his will for the rebuilding of the Chapel. 

The source for some of my notes is 'The borough of Barking', in A History of the County of Essex: Volume 

5, ed. W R Powell (London, 1966), pp. 235-248, from which I quote: 

“About 1846 a group of 'Protestant Christians' built a meeting house in Axe Street; in 1851 this was 

managed by Edward Glenny. In 1862, and for many years after, it was described as a chapel of the Brethren; 

…. 

It was subsequently known as Park Hall, and in 1890 and later was managed by Glenny’s son Edward H. 

Glenny. In 1931 it was rebuilt on a neighbouring site in Axe Street devised for the purpose under Glenny's 

will. It is now (1963) a nondenominational church called the New Park Hall.”

So, piecing together the story: In about 1846 a group of 'Protestant Christians' under Edward Glenny, a 

local businessman, who farmed a smallholding that grew fruit and vegetables and employed a couple of 

dozen local workers, funded and built a Meeting House in Axe Street, Barking. 

Edward Glenny had become a member of the Plymouth Brethren, residing in Barking until his death in 

about 1881. The meeting house in Axe Street came to be known as ‘Park Hall’.

The 1851 census taken on 30 March records Edward Glenny living at 160 Axe Street, Barking with his 

wife Hannah aged 33, son Samuel aged 5 and daughter Hannah aged 4. He is described as a “market 

gardener with 75 acres”. 

Also staying with them were their important visitors, Henry Gough, (and his son Philip), who by that time 

had become respected members of the Open Brethren, and were there in the Glenny’s home while visiting 

Barking.

The 1861 census records Henry Gough, “aged 67” staying along with his wife Jessie in the home of a 

George Storer, a silversmith, in the High Street, Emberton, near Newport Pagnell in Buckinghamshire. This 

is a line extract from that 1861 census - “Late restorer of Cottam & other manuscripts at the British 

Museum”:  

The 1848-1850 Brethren ‘split’ affected the Glenny’s group in Barking and resulted in the Open Brethren 

under Edward Glenny continuing to meet in Park Hall, and the Exclusive Brethren moving out and starting 

to meet in another local Hall in Fisher Street, Barking. In 1858 the Exclusive Brethren were meeting in 

Fisher Street and the first Exclusive Brethren Address Book in 1873 confirms them meeting in Fisher Street, 

Barking.

It is my view that by the 1851 census Henry Gough had left the ‘Exclusives’, joined the Open Brethren and 

was travelling from time to time throughout the country visiting local groups of Brethren.

(My family lived in Barking at the time and joined the Fisher Street Meeting.)


