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FOREWORD. 

ANOTHER book, to be added to the many now 

in circulation, may seem unnecessary. And 

especially so, when the subjects treated are not 

new, but n1atters that have been written about, 

by abler pens, again and again. Yet, it is hoped 

these " Papers" n1ay find a place, and fill a niche 

of their own. They have been selected out of 

many, which in a limited way have seemed to 

be a help to some, when published in a monthly 

Magazine. If in this collected form, He whom 

we are honoured in serving, should still further 

bless them to His people, we shall be glad, and 

the glory shall be all His own. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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Five Mighty Facts. 

I
N the Bible we are brought face to face with 

Jacts. l\tlen propound theories - and later 
modify or discard them. God, in His Word, 

deals with facts-mighty facts. The most impor
tant of these "facts," relate to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. First, is the wondrous fact of His Incarna

tion. "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us . . . full of grace and truth" (John i. 14). Thus 
does the Spirit of God announce to us that 

CHRIST HAS COME. 

Through the centuries that followed the ruin man 
brought upon hin1self in Eden, because of his diso
bedience to God, we find the Spirit of God contin
ually testifying concerning One who was to come. 
He was to be the "Seed of the woman "-a real 
Man (Gen. iii. 15), and yet Divine. He was the 
"Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
peace" (Isa. ix. 6). Historian, Psalmist, and Prophet, 
all have spoken of Hin1, -and the hope of His 
coming had buoyed the hearts of many . 

The types and shadows of the Mosaic economy 
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were, in reality, but foreshadowings of Hiln who 
was to be, in Hhnself, the Sacrifice, and the Altar 
on which it was offered. The Tabernacle and the 
Ten1ple, with their vessels, the ritual thereof-even 
the glory which filled the holy place, all p�inted 
onward to the One who was con1ing. The songs 
which the faithful sang, the prayers they uttered, 
.11 breathed out the hope that He would come. 
They looked, longed, and waited for Hi111, as the 
One who, in Hin1self, would bring reden1ption and 
rest to men. 

At last He came. "Wizen the fulness of time was 
come, God sent fortlz His Son " <Gal. iv. 4). Not with 
pon1p and earthly glory did He come, but in lowli
ness and poverty. Born in Bethlehe111, that the 
prophecy of Micah v. 2, might be fulfilled; He was 
brought up in Nazareth-an obscure village-until, 
when a bout thirty years of age, He stepped forth 
to begin His work an1ong n1en. But how did n1en 
receive Him? We are told, in John i. IO, II," He 
was in the world, and the world was n1ade by Hin1, 
and the world !view Him not. He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not.'' 

Thus it was, that when God fulfilled His pron1ise, 
in the sending forth of His Son, He found n1en, as 
a whole, so insensible to His grace, that they said 
in effect concerning Hin1 : "We will not have this 
Man to reign over us," and so they rid then1selves 
of Hin1, by nailing Him, as though He were a felon, 
to a Cross I It was a foul deed, and God still holds 
the world responsible for His murder. And the 
world will never be the same again in consequence 
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of that coining. Whether n1en receive Hin1, or 
whether they refuse Him, all will be responsible 
for what they have done with Him. 

In Hin1 has the Father's heart been revealed. 
Creation n1ight tell of His power; His daily 1nercies 
n1anifest His goodness; angelic hosts n1ight pro
clain1 His glory. But it needed the Son to con1e 
fro1n "the boson1 of the Father," to tell forth the 
grace that was there for lost sinners. And, blessed 
be God, the Son of God has con1e, and we believe 
it ! 

CHRIST HAS DIED. 

But there is another 1nighty fact, all-important to 
us, and that is that Christ has died! Man conspired 
against Him, and slew Him, it is true. But man 
could have had no power against Him, apart fron1 
the perfect will and· the eternal purpose of the 
Father and the Son. Man's enn1ity was very real 
against God's Christ; but, after all, he in his blind
ness did only that which God's hand and His 
counsel detern1ined before to be done Lf\:cts iv. 28). 

Christ has died-yes, died for our sins, accord
ing to the Scriptures. He died, "the Just for the 
unjust, that He might bring us to God" (I Pet. iii. 
18). He "died for the ungodly "-even "for us" 
(Rom. v. 6-8). "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them" (2 .Cor. v. 19), and as a result of that 
work of reconciliation, He is proclain1ing peace to 
rebels, wherever they are. 

What a 1nighty fact, then, is His death ! How 
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fully it has answered every claim of God's holiness! 
Ho\v completely He has met the deepest need of 
our souls ! "Grace reigns through righteousness, 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 
v. 22). Not grace at the expense of righteousness,
but grace on the very ground of it. So that Satan
will have no accusation to bring against God, for
having the vilest sinner with Hin1 in heaven. The
full and all-sufficient answer to every charge will
be, " Christ has died ! "

CHRIST HAS RISEN. 

But Christ is not on the cross, neither is He in the 
grave, now. He is risen! The Romanist has pic
tures around the walls of his "church," representing 
the so-called "Stations of the Cross," in which are 
portrayed various fictitious representations of sup
posed occurrences in the last hours of the Lord. 
But the closing picture shows Him as being put into 
the ton1b-and leaves Him there! But, He is NOT

there. No n1an could take His life from Him. He 
laid it down, that He n1ight take if again. This He 
did, in resurrection. And now, as the Risen One, 
He is giving eternal life unto all who believe on 
Him. He says, "Because I live, ye shall live also " 
(John xiv. 19). 

Now, surely this is another mighty fact-and of 
vital in1portance to us. Had He been left in the 
grave, how would we have known that the work He 
came to do had been satisfactory to God ? What 
assurance could we have had that the question of 
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our sins would not come up again? But, He has

risen, and that "for our justification " (Rom. iv. 25 ). 
God is "Just, and the Justifier of those who believe 
in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26). How solemn the alterna
tive, if it had been true, that Christ had not risen. 
Says the Apostle, "If Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins" (I Cor. xv. 17).

But He is risen, and we who were in our sins, and 
in death, are "quickened together with Him," and 
seen by God as "raised together with Him," even 
to be associated together with Him, in His glory, 
for ever. Let us never for get, then, dear Christian 
reader, that we are eternally linked up with a living 
Christ-justified from all things, and standing, 1n 
Hin1, holy and without blame before God! 

CHRIST IS LIVING. 

The challenge in Romans viii. 34, "Who is he 
that conclemneth?" is'answered by a fourfold state
ment of fact. "It is Christ that died,"-" Yea, rather 
that is risen again,"-" Who is even at the right 
hand of God,"-and "Who also maketh interces
sion for us." Thus are we assured that there is "no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus " 
(Ron1. viii. I). Christ's death, resurrection, exalta
tion, and priestly intercession at God's right hand, 
are four n1ighty facts, which stand as bulwarks 
between the believer and condemnation! 

And the Holy Spirit, whose coming was conse
quent upon the glorification of the Lord Jesus (see 
John vii. 29; xxi. 7, and Acts i. 7-9), now makes 
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good to the believer all this perfect security that he 
has in Christ. Thus have we rest as to the future, 
for we are assured not only that He died, and is 
risen, but that He appears '' in the presence of God 
for us" (Heb. ix. 14). 

We look back to the Cross, and we see One there 
who died for us. We look up to the Throne, and 
we see there One who lives for us I Reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, we are now being 
"saved by His life" (Rom. v. IO). Because of what 
He is, "He is able to save evermore those who con1e 
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25, margin). His 
work of reconciliation is finished, and will never 
be repeated, but His work as our High Priest in the 
presence of God, and our Advocate with the Father 
(I John ii. 1), is continuous, and will not be finished 

" Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more." 

CHRIST IS COMING. 

"I will come again," said the Lord Jesus to His 
sorrowing disciples, on that last night He was with 
them ere He died (John xiv. 3). "This same Jesus," 
said the angels to the disciples on that ascension 
day, "shall so come again as ye have seen Hin1 go 
into heaven" (Acts i. II). Thrice more, in the last 
chapter of the last book of our Bibles, does the 
Lord Jesus announce that He is "coming quickly" 
(Rev. xxii. 7, 12, and 20). The Corinthian saints 
were said to be ''waiting" for His coming (I Car. 
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i. 7)-and so were the Thessalonians and others.
It was, and is, the proper hope of the Church of
God ! Our expectation is not a death bed ; our
prospect is not "the shroud, the coffin, and the
grave." We look for the One who once died for us,
and now lives for us, to come personally for us
(I Thess. iv. 16)-how soon we do not know. But
we do know that He is coming, and the last word
fron1 Hin1 is, that He is coming directly! He won't
wait one minute longer than is needful!

Oh, that this ever-imn1inent event might get a 
fresh grip on our souls! What a consummation it 
will be of all our hopes and expectations ! How the 
mists of earth will be dispelled, and the things we 
do not understand now, will be then seen clearly. 
How necessary we will then see the sorrows and 
disappointments of the way to have been, as the 
tangled thread of our life-skein will be unravelled 
in His presence. With what wisdom we will see 
He has led us, even when thwarting our own_ plans 
and purposes. And with what tender care we will 
see He has preserved our feet from the paths of the 
destroyer. 

Even now, the expectation of His speedy return 
becomes a purifying hope, for we read, "He that 
hath this hope set on Him, purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure'' (I John iii. 3, R.V.). 

It was when the servant said, "My lord delayeth 
his coming," that he "began to eat and drink with 
the drunken": and it is when the child of God loses 
sight of the mighty fact that Christ is coming, that 
he can be friends with the world, and love the 
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things that they love, and indulge in the things in 
which they indulge. It is true we may hold this 
truth, intellectually, but if it does not hold us, we 
shall not be, in any true sense, the better for it. 
Oh, to "set our hope on Him," and find in the power 
of this hope, that which weans us from this present 
evil world, its n1axims, its ambitions, and its ways! 

And we shall find also, that this mighty fact is 
an energizing hope. The prospect of His speedy 
return will nerve us to increasing activity for Him, 
making us "steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding

in the "'.'ork of the Lord," forasmuch as we " know 
that our labour is not in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 
xv. 58). Thus will we "hasten" that coming, realiz
ing that each one added to that company which
no man shall be able to nun1ber, will be one that
brings nearer the consummation of all our hopes
His coming again! Thus have we those five mighty
facts of Scripture connected with the Lord Jesus
for us:

First, He has been here-His Incarnation. 
Second, He has died-Our Reconciliation. 
Third, He has risen-Our Justification. 
Fourth,.He liveth evermore-His Exaltation. 
Fifth, He is coming-The Consummation ; His 

Hope and ours. 



God's Work For Us 

and In Us. 

IN preaching the Gospel, we do well to keep
before ourselves, and those who hear us, that 
we are not saved by the Spirit's work in us, 

but through the work that has been done for us, at 
Calvary, by our Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel is, 
that "Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day, according to the Scrip
tures" (I Cor. xv. 3, 4). It is a n1essage as to what 
has been done for us by Another! To receive Christ 
by faith, means salvation. To reject Him, means 
death and hell, as the inevitable outcon1e. 

That there is a working in every true believer, 
that it is the blessed fruit of the new relationship 
which the believer now sustains towards God, 1s 
also clear, however, as we shall see. 

TWO SPIRITS. 

Scripture speaks distinctly of two Spirits, one or 
other of which energizes every human being. The 
one is the spirit of Satan, the other is the Spirit of 
God! For instance, we read in Ephesians ii. I, 2,



16 HEALTHFUL WORDS 

concerning the past condition of the Ephesian 
Christians, that they had "walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in [or 
energizeth] the children of disobedience." That is, 
the n1otive power that carries the unsaved on in 
the course of this world, is the power of the spirit 
of Satan. Sole1nn thought ! Rich and poor, learned 
or illiterate, religious or profane, all alike are ener
gized by this same mighty spirit. They may not 
believe it, they n1ay never have heard of it, never
theless it is true-awfully true. Possessed and 
energized by the Devil ! 

In Ephesians i. 12-14, we find, however, the other 
Spirit referred to. A great work had been done 
for these people--they had been quickened into life 
eternal. They had been forgiven their many sins, 
according to the riches of God's grace, and now in 
chap. i. 13, we read, "In whom [Christ] ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the Word of truth, the 
Gospel of your salvation; in whom also after that 
ye believed [or, upon believing, R.V.] ye were sealed 

with that Holy Spirit of promise," etc. The Spirit of 
God takes possession, and is the seal of God, mark
ing the believer �s belonging to Christ, to be claimed 
by Him when He comes. And concerning those 
who lack this, the Word is clear : "If any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. 
viii. 9).

THE ENERGY OF HIS POWER. 

In Ephesians i. 18, 19, the apostle prays for the 
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saints, that " the eyes of their understanding being 
enlightened, they might know what is the hope of 
His calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
extcccli11g greatness of His power to usward wlzo believe, 

according to the working [energy] of His mighty 
power, which He wrought in Christ, when He 
raised Hin1 fron1 the dead," etc. The same mighty 
power which brought Christ fron1 the dead, was 
displayed in the quickening of every true child of 
God. For we have been subjects, not only of His 
grace, but of His power-His exceeding great power! 

Oh, the reality of the work of God in the soul! 
The Lord said to Nicodemus: "Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must he born again" (John iii. 7). 
And this new birth is emphatically a work of God 
in the soul. Has the reader made sure on this 
point? Have you been born again? Many, alas! 
who make a loud profession of "Christianity," lack 
this one thing. Regeneration, or the new birth, is 
simply a new, a divine life, implanted by the mighty 
power of God, in the soul, and it is well to remember 
there is no middle ground to occupy between being 
"dead in sins," and having "the life of God" in the 
soul. Men sometimes speak of "quickening," as 
though it were a condition midway between death 
and life. God's Word ever uses it most emphati
cally, as meaning all that is involved in the Spirit's 
work, both in the awakening and regeneration of a 
soul. 

"As many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to becon1e the sons of God, even to them that believe 

2 
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on His Nan1e; which were born ... of God" (John 
i. 12, 13). "Ye are all the children of God, by f aitlz

in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26). By nature, the "chil
dren of wrath, even as others "-by grace, through
faith in Christ, made the children of God-the
standing n1onuments, through all eternity, of the
grace and power of Him who quickened us into
life in Christ !

GOD WORKING IN US. 

But in giving us life, God was but beginning with 
us. It is His blessed purpose to work in us that 
which is well pleasing in His sight, bringing forth 
the blessed fruits of the Spirit (Gal. v. 22, 23). 

As we read in Philippians ii. 12, 13, "Wherefore, 
my beloved ... work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling: for it is God that worketlz in you 

both to will and to do of His good pleasure." This 
portion, very much misunderstood by many, does 
not say, "work for your own salvation," but "work 
out," etc., for it is "God that worketh in you." This 
is not the means of salvation, but it certainly is one 
of the "things that accompany salvation" (Heb. vi.). 
If there be first life in Christ, then we may expect 
to find fruit in keeping with that life-and God 
calls for it. 

It might be well, here, for the Christian reader to 
ask himself or herself the question : "Are the things 
that 'accompany salvation' found in me ? " Is God, 
by His Spirit, working in me that which is His 
good pleasure, enabling me to work out in n1y life 
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the salvation I call "my own" ? In other words, 
dear reader, let us ask the old-fashioned question, 
at this point : 

HOW IS IT WITH YOUR SOUL? 

How is God's work prospering in your own soul? 
You may be busy with "Christian work" of one 
kind and another, but is the work within keeping 
pace with the activity without'! Are you having 
exercise in the presence of God over His Word, 
and at the throne of grace ? Do you really enjoy 
reading and meditating on the Word of God? Is 
this joy increasing, or not? An honest searching 
and trying of our ways before God 1nay now reveal 
to some of us the hidden reason of our lack of pro
gress in the things of God. And if our condition 
be judged in the light, and the Spirit being un
grieved once more, is able to work in us unhindered, 
then the prayer of the apostle, in Hebrews xiii. 
20, 2I, might be answered in us to the glory of God, 
our own joy, and the blessing of others ! 

"Now the God of peace, that brought again fro111 
the dead our Lord Jesus, th.at great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the Everlasting Cove
nant, make you perfect in every good work to cl') 
His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 

His sight, through Jes1!s Christ, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen." 

There is just one point n1ore. In Philippians iii. 
20, 21, R.V., we learn that our "Con1n1onwealth," or 
"citizenship," is in heaven, from whence ,ve look 
for the Lord Jesus to con1e for us. And our hope is 
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that He shall change this body of hun1iliation, 
fashioning it like unto the body of His glory. And 
all '' accordiug to the working whereby He is able to 

subdue all things unto Himself.'' 

The energy of His power, therefore, which 
quickened us into life, and energized us for service, 
will, in that day, con1plete the work, and fashion 
us like unto Himself-as we read in I John iii. 2-

" We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is." What a prospect ! The Lord keeps His own 
on the tip-toe of expectation looking for Him. And 
"every one that hath this hope set on Him," will 
"purify hin1self even as He is pure" (I John iii 3, 
R.V.).



"Old Paths," to Walk in. 

IT is something for which to be devoutly thank
ful, that God has not only n1ade it plain, in 
His Word, how a sinner may be saved, but He 

has marked out a straight path for our feet, now 
that He has saved us. In these paths we may walk, 
to the glory of God, and the blessing of ourselves 
and others. 

Said a servant of Christ at one tin1e to a believer: 
"You are saved, by the grace of God, and you are 
happy in the Lord, and Satan knows too much of 
God's Word to believe that He n1ay yet rob you of 
eternal life, and get you down to hell. But do not 

· forget that he will be on your track, night and day,
to trip you up, or lead you from God's path into his 
own. Your only safe course, then, is to WALK

WITH GOD, and GO by THE BOOK in everything." 
Weighty and solemn words! No doubt, proved to 
be true in the history of all who have been long in 
Christ. Who of us has not found it true, that to 
walk in the ways of God brings peace and spiritual 
prosperity, while our self-chosen paths were those 
of barrenness and n1isery ? 

"Concerning the works of 1nen, by the Word of
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Thy lips, I have kept me fron1 the paths of the 
destroyer," testified the Psaln1ist. Then, in the next 
verse, he prays, "Hold up my goings in Thy paths, 
that 1ny footsteps slip not " (Psa. xvii. 4, 5). Many 
of God's dear people, because they are not acquainted 
with the "Word of His lips," fall into these "paths 
of the destroyer," with the result that their growth 
is hindered, their testi1nony marred, and in many 
cases it is hard to distinguish them from the world 
around then1. 

May we, then, give heed to the prophet's call to 
God's people of old: "Stand ye in the way5, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest to 
your souls" (Jer. vi. 16). They "would not walk 
therein," and hence wandered farther into the paths 
of the destroyer-until there was no remedy. God 
grant that we may not be like them in this ! May 
we the rather "stand still," if needs be, and ask for 
those paths-the "good way"- and walk in them. 
The paths of the Lord still "drop fatness"; His 
ways still are "ways of pleasantness," and "all His 
paths are peace." 

TURNING TO THE WORD. 

We find there is no uncertain sound, in God's 
Word, either as to precept or practice. In the New 
Testament we find teaching that embraces every 
path of life. How we should walk with God per- · 
sonally, in the family, in business, towards the 
world, and in and towards the Church of God. It 
is still true, that, " i(any n1an be in Christ, he is a 
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ucw creature: old things are passed a way, all things 
are become new, and all things are of God" (2 Cor. 
v. 17). This might be called the uorma/ condition
of the truly regenerate soul. Born of God, his de
sire is to please God in all things. Like Saul of
Tarsus, on the way to Da1nascus, he will ask the
question, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? "
And the Divine answer to this, if attended to, will
regulate every department of life.

Let it be clearly understood, however, that we 
speak only of those who have been converted to 
God. No one out of Christ, be he ever so estimable 
as to n1oral character, or even religious, can walk 
in God's paths. He 1nay imitate, as to form, much 
that the children of God do, but "God desireth 
truth in the inward parts," and only such can please 
Hin1, as have the truth "dwelling in then1" (2 John 2). 

WALKING RIGHTEOUSLY. 

Personally, the child of God is to walk in the 
paths of righteousness and true holiness. He has 
been "n1ade the righteousness of God," in Christ, 
and that apart from his works, good or bad (2 Cor. 
v. 21). But, the Spirit of God anticipating the anti
nomianisn1 of our hearts, also reminds us that "He
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even _as He
is righteous" (I John iii. 7). • In other words, his
character and manner of life is to correspond with
the place he has in Christ. Does God call us "holy
brethren" {Heb. iii. I)? Then, He tells us, in that
san1e epistle, "Follow ... holiness, without which
no n1an shall see the Lord" (Heb. xii. 14).
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Thus is the balance of truth preserved and the 
child of God taught to walk with God. '• For the 
grace of God that bringeth salvation ... teaches us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts [desire], 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world" (Titus ii. II, 12). The grace of 
God does not" bring salvation," and then leave the 
child of God to go on in the old way, or even to 
seek new ways of his own, but, as we see, teaches 
him, negatively, to "deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires," and, positively, to "live soberly, right
eously, and godly." These are surely "God's 
paths," and rest is found in walking in this " good 
way." 

SOME OLD PATHS. 

The believer finds, as he reads the Word, that 
there are paths laid out for him, that were marked 
out there by God, and trodden by the saints in early 
days. Sometimes we hear it said that it matters 
not about these "non-essentials," if one truly loves 
the Lord, and the heart is right. But the question 
may be asked : "Are there any " non-essentials " 
in God's Book ? If I truly love the Lord, shall I not 
seek to know His will, and to do it ? The Lord 
Himself says, "If a man love Me, he will keep My 
words"; and, again, '' He that hath My comn1and-
·ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me "
(John xix. 21-23).

And yet again, we may ask, If one is right in 
heart with God, will it lead him to disobey, or 
minimize the importance of any commandment of 
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the Lord ? \Ve believe not. As the Lord Jesus said 
to the Jews in His day: "Whosoever ... shall 
break one of these least co1nmand1nents, and shall 
teach 1nen so, he shall be called the least in the 
kingdon1 of heaven" (Matt. v. 19). 

THE EARLY CHRISTIANS. 

\,Vhat strikes one in reading the .. ;\.cts of the 
.A.postles is, the simplicity and quick obedience of 
the young converts. They seen1ed to say, with the 
Psalmist, "I n1ade haste, and delayed not, to keep 
Thy con1n1andments" (Psa. cxix. 60). They "gladly 
received His Word and were baptized," is the siiuple 
state111ent of the Spirit in narrating the wonderful 
results of Peter's preaching on the day of Pente
cost. .._1\nd in aln1ost every instance throughout the 
Acts, it is the same. The Gospel was preached, 
the people heard it, some of then1 believed, and 
then they were baptized. There was no argument 
about it-no •' diverse views." God had spoken, 
a:nd that was sufficient-they sin1ply and pron1ptly 
obeyed the Word of the Lord. 

And, dear saints of God, let us not forget that 
this is the Word of the Lord and His way still, and 
will be as long as this dispensation lasts. And all 
who·have not been baptized since they believed, are 
either ignorantly or wilfully walking. in disobedience 
to a plain truth of God, which He means then1 to o bey 
unless physically or otherwise prevented fron1 do
ing so. And no amount of reasonings, en1anating 
f ro111 the busy brain of man, can set aside the plain 
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state1uents of the Word of God, nor invalidate the 
responsibility of every child of God to be obedient 
thereto. 

"CONTINUING STEADFASTLY." 

.. And these converts, of the day of Pentecost, did 
not stop with receiving the Word, and being bap
tized. We are told that "they continued stead
fastly in the apostles' doctrine [or teaching] and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers" (Acts ii. 42). 

There is something beautifully simple, yet very 
definite about all this. God had brought them into 
son1ething, and there they continued,-going on 
from that qasis. No doubt they were saved as 
individuals, but they soon found that God's purpose 
was to unite them together in a con1n1on fellowship. 
God, who was faithful, had "called the1n into the 
fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord (I Cor 
i. 9). The apostles' teaching would, in 1neasure,
unfold to them what was connected with that
fellowship, or partnership, into which they had
been called. And as they continued steadfastly in
the teaching, they would be enabled, more and
n1ore, to enter into the wealth of all that they had
"together," as partners with Christ and with one
another. And �o we read "they continued stead
fastly in the apostles' teaching and fellowship," or
as 1lr. Thos. Newberry, drawing attention to t/1e

article, renders the staten1ent-"and the fellowship."
That is, there was something definite in the way of
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fellowship, into which they were brought and in 
which they-continuing steadfastly-went on. Not 
only ,vas there the partnership or fellowship of 
life, in which all saved ones have a share, but there 
was a definite circle of known and enjoyed fellow
ship of saints, where they shared in certain things 
ordained by God, and in these they continued. 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD, 

AND IN PRAYERS. 

As we read on through the Acts and the Epistles, 
we get further unf oldings of the teachings of the 
apostles and of the practices of the saints, but in 
none of these is the simplicity of this the first chap
ter in Church history abridged or changed. The 
children of God walked in obedience to the Word 
of the Lord, whether it came through a Peter or a 
Paul. They continued to be baptized in the Nan1e 
of the Lord, and to gather together in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus only, in fellowship one with another. 
The expression of that fellowship is seen in "the 
breaking of bread," where they remembered Hin1 
who died for them, and waited for His return, 
according to the word, "As often as ye eat this 
bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death, till He come" (r Cor. xi. 26). 

And their continuance "in the prayers" also 
shows a further expression of that fellowship. 
I11divid11ally, they could pray at hon1e, or anywhere 
else ; collectively, they expressed their fellowship in 
coming together for united prayer. Prayer is the 
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expression of our dependence upon God for all 
things, and the 1neans by which we draw upon 
God's infinite resources, even "His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus" (Phil. iv. 19). What a n1arvel that 
we are so slow to pray! What an evidence of our 
self-sufficiency and indifference that the prayer 
n1eeting is so neglected by 1nany ! Those early 
saints " continued steadfastly" in prayer - and 
what n1ighty work God was able to do through 
the111 ! And He is ever the san1e. May ,ve, then, 
seek for these "old paths," and walk in these "good 
ways," and so find rest and blessing to our souls. 



Outside the Camp. 

O
NE of the things that characterize the present 

age, and distinguishes it from others which 
preceded it, is 'the place of blessing into 

which the Christian is brought, in Christ. The 
death and resurrection of Christ having settled the 
question of sin, the way into the holiest is now 
n1ade n1anifest, so that the worshipper no longer 
stands at a distance fron1 God, but approaches in 
virtue of the blood, into the holiest of all, there to 
worship God in Spirit and in truth (John iv. 23, 24,.

and Heb. x. 17-22), his place of acceptance and 
privilege being now "inside the veil," where Christ 
IS. 

When we turn to Hebrews xiii. 10-17, we find 
that the same link with Christ, which brings the 
believer "inside the veil," brings him also into a 
place of responsibility. He is to go forth unto Him 
"without the camp," there to be a sharer of His. 
reproach. This expression, "without the camp," or 
"outside the camp," is used in at least a fourfold 
way in the Scriptures . 
• 

I. It was the place given to the leprous and the
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unclean (Lev. xiii. 45, 46),- the place also ·where 
they carried the body of the sin-offering, that it 
n1ight be wholly consumed. (Read Leviticus iv: 
1-12, especially verses II, 12, and Leviticus xvi.
27, etc.)

2. It was the place to which Moses removed the
'' tent of meeting," after Israel had defiled then1-
selves, in supplanting the Lord by a golden calf, 
which they worshipped as their deliverer. (Read 
Exodus xxxiii. 7-1 I.) 

3. It was the place to which they led forth the
Lord Jesus, when they crucified Him. The city He 
had preached to, prayed for, and wept over, had 
rejected Him, and, in giving Hin1 the place of a 
n1alef actor, they led Him "without the gate"-out
side that "camp," that thus manifested there was 
no roon1 in it for the Lord Jesus (John xix. 17, 18; 
Heb. xiii. 12). 

4. It is the place of responsibility for all who
would take sides with a rejected Christ, in this the 
day of His rejection. The "cro wning day" of which 
we often sing, will be coming "by and by," but we 

cannot suffer with Hin1 then. Hence, the word for 
the present is, "Let us go forth, therefore, unto Hin1, 
without the can1p, bearing His reproach" (Heb. 
xiii. 13, 14).

We judge, then, fron1 these various Scriptures,
that the words, "Outside the can1p," are ·used in 
connection with : 

FIRST-God's judgment of sin. 
SECOND-Separation from evil. 

THIRD-Christ's rejection. 
FOURTH-Our identification with Him. 
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GOD'S JUDGMENT OF SIN. 

In the ritual connected with the day of Atone
n1ent, as ordained by God for Israel (Lev. xvi.), 
Aaron, the high priest, was con1manded, first, to 
bring a bullock as a sin-offering for hin1self and 
his house, which he offered before the Lord (verses 
2, 6, II, etc.). Then he was to cast lots over two 
kids of the goats before the door of the Tabernacle. 
These were for a sin-offering for the people. One 
lot was to be "for the Lord,"-the other for a "scape
goat." The goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, was 
slain, and its blood carried by the high priest into 
the holiest, and sprinkled there upon and before 
the mercy seat seven times. 

The scape-goat, having had the sins, iniquities, 
and transgressions of the people confessed upon 
its head, bore those sins (typically, of course) into 
the wilderness. 

But, while the blood of the sin-offering was 
brought within the veil-there to forn1 a righteous 
cause, on the ground of which God could forgive· 
His people, and the scape-goat could carry those 
sins away as the blessed e.ffect of that atoning sacri
fice,-yet there was one thing n1ore needed to 1nark 
God's judgn1ent of sin. The body of the sin-offering 
was carried outside the ca1np, and there wholly con

sumed by fire (Lev. xv. 27). 
To this the Spirit of God refers in Heb. xiii. II,

and then adds: "Wherefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered without the gate" ( verse 12). He was the 
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true Sin-offering, by whon1 the sins of His people 
are actually put away-the consu1ning fire of God's 
judg1nent having burned against them, in that 
place of judgment, "without the camp." 

Turning now to our next Scripture, and reading 
careftilly Exodus xxxii. and xxxiii., we find that 
"the can1p" there, and the city without whose gate 
they led our Lord Jesus, are morally alike in one 
thing; nan1ely, there was no room for God in either 
of then1. 

A DEFILED CAMP. 

Moses, the servant of Jehovah, was on the Mount 
with God too long for the patience of the people 
below, and, in their apostasy from God, they turned 
to a calf of gold, which they had "n1ade themselves 
naked" to provide (Exod. xxxii. 1-4, 25). 

It is a striking fact that, even now, n1en, profes
sing to be the children of God, will readily give 
their n1oney lavishly towards unscriptural projects 
and practices, when they would hesitate to devote 
the least of it to forwarding that which is according 
to the Book, and really of God. Israel made them
selves " naked" for an idol. How few of God's 
people are willing to deny the1nselves for God
till it hurts ! 

But God is a "God of judgment"; and judgn1ent 
ever "begins at the house of God" (I Pet. iv. 17), as 
Israel found to their cost. Moses, as the mediator, 
had turned away the severity of God's wrath from 
the people, yet he realized that a holy God must 



OUTSIDE THE CAMP 33 

separate Hin1self from such wickedness. Hence, 
he ren1oves that which was the-.meeting-place with 
God (for the Tabernacle was not yet made) to a 
place "outside the camp." The consequence was, 
that all who would have a n1eeting-place with the 
Lord, had to go outside the defiled camp to get it. 

A REJECTED KING. 

Looking on to I Samuel xxii. I, 2, we find the 
Lord's anointed Ruler in a cave, while Saul, who 
represents "the will of man," is on the throne, 
ruling God's people, Israel. Our chapter tells us of 
some who were attracted-not to the cave, but to 
the Lord's anointed, who was in the cave-and they 
gathered themselves unto him. "Every one that 
was in distress, and every one that was in debt, 
and every one that was discontented [" bitter of 
soul," margin] gathered themselves unto him ; and he 
became a captain over them." 

The iron rule of Saul, which caused distress, 
debt, and bitterness of soul among many of the 

, Israel of God, was the means of turning their eyes 
and hearts towards David, the anointed of Jehovah, 
and they went forth unto him. His palace was a 
cave, and his throne a boulder, nevertheless they 
went forth, but it was "unto" David. The person 
of the Lord's anointed filled their vision, and satis
fied their hearts, so they "gathered themselves unto 
him, and he became a captain over them." They 
acknowledged David as their leader and ruler. 

For, be it noted, that while they cut themselves 
loose from the rule of Saul, it was not that they 

3 
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might be lawless, and do "as they pleased," but 
that they might be under the rule of God's chosen 
king, under David. He was their captain, and it 
was their joy to obey him 1 They were outside the 
camp with David to do his bidding, and in acknow
ledging the true king, who was still in rejection, 
they were 

"BEARING HIS REPROACH." 

Note how strikingly the Spirit of God has blended 
these two narratives of Exodus xxxiii. and I San1. 
xxii. together in the exhortation to us in Heb. xiii.
In Exodus xxxiii. we find the principle of separation
from evil emphasized. In I Samuel xxii., separation
unto a person is set forth, and that person the Lord's
anointed!

In Hebrews xiii., the One who is rejected by the 
religious world-for such it had n1orally become
was placed "outside the camp." As far as the 
religious world is concerned, He is still there. 
Hence the word to all who would be true to Hin1 
is: "Let us go forth, therefore, unto Him, without 
the camp, bearing His reproach." 

Many who are truly the children of God, and it 
may be faithful to all the light they have, yet 
remain in the defiled camp of Christendo111. There 
they may occasionally raise a feeble protest against 
the dishonour done to the Name and Word of the 
Lord. And for this they n1ay suffer a n1easure of 
reproach. Nevertheless, the world will still respect 
them because they remain in fellowship with the111, 
to support their "cause." But let any give the Word 
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of the Lord its true place·, own no name but His, 
turning their back on the "ca:np" of man's religion, 
going forth unto the rejected Lord, and the world, 
as ever, will have nothi11 _; but reproach-" the 
reproach of Christ "-for them. It is not merely 
the reproach of being a Christian, or even of bear
ing testimony to the Gospel for Him: it is the re
proach and stigma of being an outcast in the world 
that had no place for Christ ! Shall we not seek, 
then, grace to take that place now with Him, that 
He once took for us? As we sing: 

" When we see Thy love unshaken, 
Outside the camp ; 

Scorned by man, by God forsaken, 

Outside the Camp ; 

Thy loved cross alone can charm us, 
Shame need now no more alarm us, 

Glad we follow, nought can harm us, 
Outside the camp." 

The world, social and political, is so manifestly 
a scene of defilement and Christ-rejection, that, 
with many, the instincts of the divine life teach 
them to turn away from it, and they thus bear their 
testimony against it. But the Word of God would 
have His people to be as separate from man's 
religion as from the other things in which he finds 
his pleasure and boast. The call to separation is 
full and clear : "Co1ne out fron1 an1ong them, and 
be ye separate, and touch not the unclean, and I 
will receive you, and will be a Father to you, and 
ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18). 
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JONATHAN AND DAVID. 

Jonathan was a lover of David. From the day 
he stood by the side of Saul his father, and saw 
David get that n1ighty victory over the giant of 
Gath, Jonathan loved David "as he loved his own 
soul" (I San1. xvii. 18). Many a ti1ne he visited 
David in his exile, and comn1uned with him there. 
Many a tin1e did he comfort him by his affectionate 
words. And in the court of Saul his father, many 
a tin1e did he speak in David's favour, and bring 
upon himself the wrath of the king. Thus �e suff
ered reproach for David, whom he loved. 

Yet Jonathan, with all his personal devotion, did 
not sever his link with the court of Saul, to go out

unto David and stay out with hin1, sharing thus in 
his rejection. We do not find· Jonathan in the cave 
of Adullan1 with David, as one of those who gath
ered unto him there. Dear Jonathan was not pre
pared to go so far in his association with God's 
rejected king. So he remained in the court of Saul. 
And while he loved David until the end, he fell side 
by side with his father, in the disastrous battle on 
Mount Gilboa (I Sam. xxxi.). How 1nany of God's 
dear people in our day are somewhat sin1ilarly 
placed! They love the Lord Jesus, and enjoy 
con1munion with Hin1 in many things. They talk 
with Him of the time of His coming glory, which 
they shall share-nay 1nore, they testify for Hin1 
where they are, and are reproached for His sake. 
But they cannot bring themselves to make a con1-
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plete break with the popular systems of n1an's 
religion which have so little place for then1 and 
their Lord. So they re1nain, like Jonathan, in the 
court of Saul, in association with that which is 
opposed to God. The judgment-seat of Christ 
will alone tell out how they have missed it, and 
fron1 what causes they failed to·be sharers of that 
place which, while it has its own peculiar reproach, 
has ever its counterbalancing joy, and will have its 
glory by and by. As we sing: 

"Unto Thee the homeless stranger,
Outside the camp ; 

Forth we hasten, fear no danger,-
Outside the camp; 

Thy reproach far richer treasure 
Than all Egypt's boasted pleasure, 
Drawn by love that knows no measure, 

Outside the camp." 

May the Lord Hin1self grant us to have a heart 

for Him, and grace to take our place with Him 
now. We 1nay join "assemblies" or "meetings," 
large or sn1all, and it may cost us little, but, if we 
truly "go forth unto Hin1," we shall find we must 
share with Him the scorn and reproach of that 
world that still has no roon1 for Him ! And, if 
truly with Hin1, in this way, we will find that our 
very association with Him will affect our manner 
of life, and the things that are inconsistent with 
His presence, can no longer be allowed to find a 
place with us or in our ways. 

If we are but out unto "a place," whether that 
place be Scriptural or otherwise, we n1ay glory in 
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our position, and be as worldly as the next one. 
But if the heart has truly found its object in Christ, 
and we are, in truth, sharers with Hin1 of the rejec

tion of this world, then the world will not court us 
-nor will we desire the world ! The Lord grant
that thus it 1nay be with us till Jesus comes, and
the glory dawns.

" Soon Thy saints shall all be gathered,
Inside the veil; 

All at home, no more be scattered,-
! nside the veil ;

Nought from Thee our hearts shall sever, 
We shall see Thee, grieve Thee never, 
' Praise the Lamb ! ' shall sound for ever, 

Inside the veil." 



Helpers of the War. 

IN the days when David, the Lord's anointed,
was in rejection, and being hunted by Saul the· 
king, it is refreshing to read of some whose 

hearts went out after him, and who were, in many 
cases, led to turn their backs on the court of Saul, 
and the honours and emoluments that go with sucha connection, in order to be with David! Attracted 
by his personality, as we have said in a former 
paper, they went forth "unto him." Anything else there was not ; for he had neither throne nor king-·
don1, honours . nor wealth, to bestow upon them. 
And as God has recorded the name� and doings of 
some of them, they were certainly an acquisition toany cause. God calls then1 '! helpers of the war " !(r Chron. xii. r). 

MEN ·WITH A PURPOSE. 

It was no idle curiosity that gathered them unto 
David. Nor was it hope of sordid gain that was 
in their n1inds. They may have been of those of whom we read in r Samuel xxii. 27, who, because of Saul's reign, were· " in debt," '' discontented," 
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and "in distress," but they had evidently, in so1ne 
n1easure, entered into God's thoughts regarding 
David, and hence their purpose was like God's to 
put the Lord's anointed on the throne! They ca1ne, 
-not to be "hangers-on" to David, and receive of
his benefits, but that they might be "helpers of the
war" he was carrying on. Their fortunes were
linked• up with' those of David, and tl1'ey who were
with him. If needs be, they could " hurl ston<"s"
and "shoot arrows," with the right hand or the left.
Son1e had faces like lions, and were as swift as the
roes upon the mountains. An overflowing Jordan
could not stay the course of some of then1, as they
fought in fellowship with David. Fron1 various
tribes of Israel did they come, Gad and Reuben,
Simeon and Levi, Ephrain1 and Manasseh, Dan and
Asher, beside Judah and Benjamin, Issachar and
Zebulon. And God ren1inds us that even of Saul's
brethren, of Benjamin, did they come, three thous
and of them, the greater pa.rt of whom "kept the
ward in the house of Saul" (I Chron. xii. 29). Thus
did they show then1selves to be " men of purpose,''
who could sacrifice self-interest that they might be
loyal "helpers of the war."

A COUNTERPART NOW. 

The One of whom David was a type, in his 
rejection, is our Lord Jesus Christ. Bethlehen1, His 
birth-place; the lonely n1ountain side where He 
oft resorted,-having no place to lay His head; 
and the cross with its shan1e and woe ; all told the 
same story, as far as n1an is concerned,-there was 
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no roon1 for Jesus; or, to use the language of the 
prophet (Isa. liii.), "He is despised and rejected of 
n1en." And what the world thought of Him then, 
they think of Him _still. As we sing: 

" Our· Lord is now rejected, 

And by the world disowned ; 
By the many still neglected, 

And by the few enthroned." 

But it is ours to give Hin1 the supreme place in our 
hearts, and to own Him in our ways, as the One we 
acknowledge as our Lord,-our Master. 

In a general sense, no doubt every child of God 
will assent to this; little reckoning where it would 
lead then1, and what it might cost then1, to be truly 
identified with Hin1 in this the day of His rejection. 
In the world, the most of men want a religion, and 
in so-called Christendom, the popular religion calls 
for some sort of an acknowledgn1ent of Jesus. But 
even in the apostle's day (2 Cor. xi.), we find him 
speaking of "another Jesus," and "another Spirit," 
and we, therefore, need not be surprised if we find, 
upon investigation, that the "Jesus" of whon1 the 
world sings and speaks, is not the Jesus of the Bible, 

✓-not the Christ of God ! The one whon1 the world 
owns, is with them in all their worldly affairs, by 
which it is supposed His cause can be sustained 
and advanced, bY: a revival to-day and a private 
theatrical to-n1orrow, if needs be. Whereas the 
Christ of God was, in life and in death, 

SEPARATE FROM THE WORLD'S 

RELIGION. 

Crucified without the gate of Jerusalem, He was 
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there apart f ron1 the world's religion, of which 
J erusalen1 was the centre. And, identification with 
Hin1 there, involves going "forth unto Him, without 
the camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb. xiii. 13). 
The" can1p " then was Judaism ;-the "can1p" now 
n1ay n1ean to the child of God any of the n1any 
hun1an systems of worldly religion which have no 
roon1 for the Christ of God and the Word of God. 
And where He and His Word have not the highest 
place, there, surely, there is no. room for any loyal 
child of God. Loyalty to Him who is the Lord's 
Anointed 1nust take us out of such,-unto Him !

Others we may find there where He is. If so, let us 
thank God, and cast in our lot with them. But let 
us ever remember that the primary thought is identi
fication with HIM ! With others we may be, but if 
not so privileged, He is enough, and we can share 
the reproach with Hiln. 

Of David's men, it is said, "At that time, day by 
day, there �ame to David to help him, until it was 
a great hqst, like the host of God" (1 Chron .. xii. 22).

Thus there was_ a steady increase of those who 
came,-they came day by day. Again the Lord's 
anointed was their objective,-they came to David.

Yet again they came to David, not for what they 
got fron1 him, but-to help him, until the host grew 
to be like the host of God ! 

What a picture. to contemplate! How con1plete 
as a study of what one might call the power of love 
to a person ! Hearts won to the Lord's anointed, 
n1ade them willing to forsake all, that they might 
cleave to him in the day of his rejection; and·every 
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man in that mighty host was a true helper in the 
war. And let us remember that the conflict is still 
raging. The enemy is still malignant, and deter-
1nined, and the loyal saint-in fellowship with the 
purpose of God concerning His Christ,-must take 
his stand on the side of the truth, and valiantly 
use the Sword of the Spirit, if he would be a 
"helper of the war." 

NUMBERS DO NOT ALWAYS 

MEAN POWER. 

Nun1bers, alas, do not always 1nean power. In an 
assen1bly of God, it is often the case that with the 
increase of numbers come in strife and lawlessness, 
and a clamouring for place and authority on the 
part of some; while, in places where the company 
is sn1all, there is oft-times a heartiness and zeal, as 
well as a co-operating vigorously in the work of 
the Gospel, that is lacking, when because of num
bers increasing, the activity of the flesh is more 
manifest than the power of'the Spirit. And it is 
ever well to remember that "the flesh " can never 
be a "helper of the war!" 

Among the "gifts" God has bestowed upon the 
Church is that of "helps" (I Cor. xii. 28). All can
not be apostles, or teachers, or even evangelists, in 
the wider sense of the term. But it is a great privi
lege that all may enjoy, according to their several 
ability, to be a "help." None are too poor, or weak. 
or obscure for that. The poor widow, who in the 
days of our Lord here on earth, gave her all, in the 

' 
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shape of two 1nites that n1ake one farthing, was 
commended as a "help," who in that act had given 
more than the rich out of their abundance. Andrew, 
who brought his brother Sin1on to Jesus, and Philip 
who sought and brought Nathaniel also were 
" helps," ·who though obscure enough afterwards, 
so far as our records go, yet did a work that day, 
fron1 which al] succeeding generations have had to 
thank God. For 

"No service in itself is small, 

Or great, though earth it fill; 
But that is small, that seeks its own, 

And great, that seeks God's will." 

It is reported that the late Mr. Robert Chapman 
once said, in bidding good-bye to a young brother 
who was going to the foreign field: "Remen1ber 
that the great.est thing you can do in Africa, as in 
England, is to please God!" And n1ay we not add 
that the only way we can please God is by doing 
what He tells us in His Word ? And in the n1easure 
in which I do His will, and teach others the san1e, 
an1 I a "help" to then1,-and a "helper of the war." 
And, in reverse order, the n1easure in which I an1 
careless about n1y own ways, and n1y own obedi
ence to His Word, an1 I a hindrance to others who 
n1ay be influenced by n1y con�uct. 

When David reached the throne, he remen1 bered 
those who were truly his "helpei·s" in the days of 
his rejection. And we do well to remen1ber that 
the judgment seat of Christ is before us, when the 
Lord will review all we have been and done for 
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Hin1. In that day, all who have sought to be true 
helpers of our David's cause, and of all who would 
be true to Hilu, by strengthening their hands in it, 
will be n1anifested, and He will see to it that they 
lose not their reward. Reproach they may have 
now,-it is but His they are sharing: Epithets 1nay 
be hurled at then1 by the ungodly, and even by 
carnal Christians,-let them rem em her the world, 
religious and profane, gave Him a cross! No doubt 
it 1nay cost much t::> stand with Him, and at no 
time will it be an easy path, but His presence and 
His sn1ile will make up for all the sneers of the 
world, and the misunderstandings, aye, and n1is
representations perhaps of others, fron1 whom better 
treatn1ent might have been expected. To give His

heart joy, should fill us with joy, and well will it be 
for each one of us, if His con1ing, and the judgment 
seat that shall follow, will make manifest that, in 
the midst of much weakness and failure, we have 
sought to be true " helpers of the war" ! 



Fellowship in the Gospel. 

T
HE grace that God displayed in saving us 1s 

wonderful, and beyond con1prehension. But 
what shall we say of the grace that takes up 

those whom He has saved, and associates them 
with Himself in the present work He has on hand, 
of glorifying and exalting Christ among the lost ? 
For, be it remembered, that apart altogether from 
its results upon the sinner, the Gospel, if preached 
in fellowship with the heart of God, exalts Christ, 
as the One, who though once humbled unto death, 
is now seated on the throne. 

To Him, God has given a "N an1e which is a hove 
every name," and to that Name every knee shall 
yet bow-of things in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth. Yes, reader, God is going to see to it 
that even those who have heard and rejected the 
Gospel of God, shall bow,-even in hell,-to the 
Name of that One whom He has exalted! This will 
not mean, that in hell there will be reco11ciliatio11 to 
God's favour, but it does mean that there will be 
forced subjection to Christ,-for Satan will not be 
lord in hell, as poets have pictured hin1,-but one 
of the most despicable of all God's rebellious 
creatures, in that prison of the lost! 
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"NOW," THE "ACCEPTED TIME." 

But "the Gospel of Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation, to every one that believeth, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Ro1n. i. 16). 
Hence, God wants it proclaimed. And the instru
n1ents He uses in this blessed and honourable 
work, are sinners saved by grace! He used angels 
to announce the birth of Jesus (Luke ii.), but after 
His death and resurrection, when He would have 
the Gospel preached to Cornelius (Acts x.),He sends 
an angel to direct the centurion to send to Joppa 
for Simon Peter, who would "tell hi1n words 
whereby he and all his house should be saved" 
(Acts xi. 13-14). Why did the angel not tell 
Cornelius the Gospel ? Did he not know that Christ 
had died and risen again, and that through faith in 
Him, sinners were being saved ? Assuredly he did. 
Then why send for Peter? Doubt]ess the answer 
is this : God's workers in this business, are those 
whom He has saved from an1ong n1en, and unto 
whom He has con1mitted the n1inistry of reconcili
ation (2 Cor. v.) ! It is part of the fellowship, unto 

which they have been called! We are called to be 
partners and fellow-workers-not only for Hin1 but 
with Him. 

It is true that son1e are · especially called and 
fitted for the more public preaching of the Gospel, 
but that does not set aside that which is equally a 
fact,-. that God has called every child of His into 
fellowship with Himself, in the n1atter of n1aking 
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Christ known an1ong the perishing. We are called 
unto it, and will be held accountable for it, as ser
vants of the one Master. 

Do you recognize this ? If so, what are you doing 
a bout it ? What has God or the world gotten out 
of you during the past ? If the Lord should come 
now, what would the record be, as far as you are 
concerned, at the judgn1ent seat of Christ? How 
much of it would stand the scrutiny of His eye,;and 
bring forth His words of approbation, "They have 
done what they could" ? These are testing and 
searching questions, and yet they might well exer-
c1se us. 

HOW AM I TO DO IT? 

But, perhaps some one will ask, " What can I 
do?" and "How am I to do anything ? " Perhaps 
they further add, "I have no gift,-I cannot preach, 
-I have no influence, and the circle of my possi
bilities is very limited."

To such questions no one answer can be given. 
The persons, their gift or ability, and their sphere of 
ser.vice, have much to do with it. But there are some 
general principles that apply to all. For instance: 
As of old it was said, "Be ye clean that bear the 
vessels of the Lord, '' even so now are we exhorted 
to let our behaviour "be worthy of the Gospel of 
Christ ... that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 
soul striving for the faith of the Gospel" (Phil. i. 
27, R.V.). In other words, I commend the Gospel, 
by the manner of n1y life, and this should lead on 
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to fellowship with my brethren who are of like 
spirit ; that together we might "co-operate vigor
ously" for the faith of the Gospel. 

This is n1ost in1portant. God is Sovereign, and 
can bless His Word through whom He pleases. 
But His way usually is, to use clean vessels, thus 
fitted for the Master's use. How very solemn when 
by careless or worldly living, we hinder Him using 
us! 

Another way by which we may have fellowship 
in the Gospel surely, is through out testimony by 
tongue and the printed page. Alas, how many who 
have no trouble at all about speaking of worldly 
things, comfort themselves as to their failure to 
preach Christ to those with whom they come in 
contact, by saying they "have no gift." The Lord 
said, "Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
speaketh," and if the heart were as full of Christ 
as, alas, it is so of ten of the world, and worldly 
things, there would be less trouble in speaking of 
H. '

-
Im. 

Then there are hundreds of clear, simple Gospel 
tracts and booklets, neatly printed and easily pro
cured, that if scattered by us among the unsaved, 
would be the means, under God, of leading many 
to Christ. And· yet, is it not true, that hundreds of 
God's people never think of devoting time or money 
to such an important service ? 

Again, there is fellowship in prayer, for those who 
are actively engaged in the work of the Gospel. 

Said the apostle, in writing to the saints at Rome, 
"Now I beseech you, that ye strive together with 

4 
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n1e, in your prayers to God for me" (Rom. xv. 30, 
R.V.). How encouraging to a servant of God, who
is in the out-of-the-way places of the homeland, or
plodding on in some distant land, or,-what is
sometimes more trying and needing more grace and
wisdon1-labouring among the assemblies of God's
people, where ·difficulties may abound, to know that
here and there, saints are "striving together with
him," in their prayer to God for him 1 Let us not
forget we may have real fellowship in the Gospel,
by way of the throne of grace.

FELLOWSHIP IN GIVING. 

In Philippians, where "fellowship in the Gospel" 
finds a prominent place, we learn (chap. iv.) how, 
during the short stay of Paul and Silas in Thessa
lonica, after they had left Philippi (Acts xvii.), that 
those Philippian saints "sent once and again" to 
their necessities. He says, "Ye did well that ye 
had fellowship with my affliction" (Phil. iv. 14, R.V.) 
"Not," he adds again, " that I seek the gift; but I 
seek for the fruit that increaseth to your account" 
(Phil. iv. 17, R.V.). We are not told what they had 
sent to him there in Rome, but he gives it a high 
place in verse 18, when he speaks of it as "an odour 
of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing 
to God." As with the burnt offering on the altars 
of Israel, so with this-it was "an offering of a 
sweet savour to God." 

Dear child of God, we would press this home on 
your conscience, as we have on our own. Has 



FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL 51 

there been much of this during the past? Has the 
work of God been on your heart, and has it caused 
you to express your fellowship in this practical way? 
That which God calls "filthy lucre," when laid on 
the altar of His service, becomes " an odour of a 
sweet sn1ell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing 
unto God." Thus, service in this sense becomes 
"priestly service," in which I sacrifice, not the fruit 
of the lips only, but communicating of my sub
stance, I experimentally learn the meaning of that 
Scripture, which assures me that '' with such sacri
fices God is well pleased" <Heb. xiii. 16). 

But, let us not make the mistake of supposing 
that God wants our patronage in His work. He 
needs neither ourselves or our money. In grace, He 
may use both, and seeks our fellowship in this way, 
but mere patronage, which "helps along" the work, 
or the preacher, God spurns ! It is unworthy of 
Him, and it is unbecoming in one for whom grace 
has done everything. Rather may we "present our 
bodies" as " living sacrifices unto God, holy and 
acceptable," and then, having yielded ours�lves to 
God, we shall freely give Him all we have, singing 
with a new n1eaning : 

"Nought that I have mine own -I'll caU, 
I'll hold it for the Giver; 

My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 
Are His-and His for ever." 



A Patron or a Partner ? 

T
HERE is a great difference between being a

"patron" and a "partner." The one may 
have a passing inte.rest in a man or his 

business, which makes him try to help it along by 
patronizing it in some way. The other is interested 
because it is his business, and hence everything he 
does, is done from the standpoint of a partner

,.

whose prospects are bound up in the success of the 
concern. 

Now, "God who is faithful, has called us into 
the fellowship [or partnership] of His Son Jesus 
Christ." And this n1eans partnership in everything 
that concerns Him. It is ours now to be in fellow
ship in the spread of the Gospel of Christ. It is ours 
now to be a partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel 
-that is, to be a partaker with Hin1 in His rejection.
And it will be ours also to share His glory, by and
by,-to be a pa1hzer i11 it!

WHAT IS GOD'S BUSINESS? 

God has now a business on hand. In a word, it 
is the glorifying of His Son in this world where 
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n1en have despised and rejected Him 1 For this 
reason, He is.. having the Gospel of His grace n1ade 
known to sinners; and everyone who hears and 
obeys the. 1nessage, receives life everlasting, and 
becon1es a "partaker of the glory that is to be 
revealed," at the con1ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is also gathering saints together, to know 
and own Christ Jesus as their Lord,-their Master 
in alJ things. His Person pre-eminent, His Name 
exalted, and His authority as Lord, not only over 
the individual, but in the assembly of His people, 
owned. "For where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name, there am I in the midst of 
them" (Matt. xviii. 20). His people, gathered in 
His Name, ensuring His presence and power! 

Now the question before us is, What practical 
part have you and I in this business, dear child of 
God ? Are we realizing that, according to the Word 
of God, we are partners in this work God has on 
hand? Or, are we simply patrons, having a friendly 
feeling towards it, and willing, in a way, to help it 
along, when it suits us? 

The apostle could thank God for the fellowship in 

the Gospel, which the saints at Philippi had shown 
from the first day, of which we read in Acts xvi., 
until that time,-ten or eleven years after (Phil. i. 
3-5). This was certainly part of the "fellowship''
into which they had been "called." Years had
passed since that memorable day when Lydia, the
seller of purple, whose heart the Lord had opened
to attend to His message of life by His servants,
had seen her privilege, as a partner in the great
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work of making Christ known, and had thrown 
her house open for the servants of God. In that 
way, she showed her 

FELLOWSHIP IN THE BUSINESS. 

In the Epistle to the Philippians, Lydia is not 
mentioned. Others had been raised up, during 
those years, but the same blessed spirit character
ized them,-they sought to carry on the work of 
the Gospel by having fellowship in it,-because 
they were partners in it! It was not merely the 

apostle's work they were interested in, it was God's 

work, with which He had identified them as part
ners with Himself and His Son, Jesus Christ! And 
the practical expression of this, as sent by them 
through Epaphroditus to God's servant, then in 
bonds, was reckoned as a sweet-savour offering 
unto Himself! 

Many there are who have a desire to help on any 
good thing that may attract their attention, or per
chance have a feeling of responsibility to keep up 
their share of the current expenses of the assen1bly, 
-many, alas, do not even have that! But they fail
to rise to the thought of part11ership in it all. They
are simply patrous ! One may patronize the Gospel
by ·his presence occasionally, or by helping on
the " cause" somewhat, by contributing of his
n1eans ; and yet, all n1ay be done, without any
sense of the fact, that this work is simply part of
the business God is carrying on, and in which they
are by grace His partners,-a work in which God
would have us to be "workers together with Hin1" !
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I may attend a Gospel meeting as a critic-some 
do. I may attend a Gospel meeting because I have 
nothing else to do, and because it is my habit to 
go. I may attend, because I like the preacher, the 
preaching, or the singing. And yet, I may never 
know what it is to feel I have an atom of responsi
bility in the Word preached or its results. And I 
may congratulate myself that I am fulfilling all 
that is to be expected of me, as one "called into 
the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ." 

The Lo-rd grant that these things may more 
deeply exercise us His own people, that we may 
more intelligently live for Him here. May we learn 
the true secret of fellowship with Him in all that He 
is doing. This would lift our share in it above the 
low n1otive of human patronage in the things of God,

to the higher and more Scriptural thought of 
fellowship with Him! Our time, our ability,
great or small,-our ·influence, our means, our all 
for Hin1. Why? Because we are His, and it is 
His right. That ought to be enough to make us 
yield ourselves to Hin1 for ever more. But, there 
is another reason, and that is : He has, in most 
marvellous grace, lifted us up out of the dunghill, 
to set us an1ong the princes _of His people, and 
associated us with Himself in all His honourable 
and glorious work. He has called us into partner
ship with Himself in it, and such grace is worthy of

nothing less than our utmost devotion. May it be ours 
to rise to it, for His Name's sake! 



Sowing and Reaping. 

I T is a principle of Scripture, as well as of nature,
that "Whatsoever a n1an soweth, that shall he 
also reap." And this is true in its application 

to saint and sinner. In nature, the f arn1er who 
would sow oats, does not expect to reap wheat, or 
barley ; he reaps according to what he sows. This 
law of nature, which is also an unchanging law in 
the Kingdom of God, knows no deviation-those 
who '

1 sow the wind" shall "reap the whirl wind" 
(Hos. viii. 7). And "To hin1 that soweth righteous

ness, shall be a sure reward " (Prov. xi. 18). 
Hence, we have that solemn message in Gala

tians vi. 7-10, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked; 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he alsoreap. For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the:flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting," etc. In the days of Job was it testified by one, "Even as 
I have seen," he says, "they that plow iniquity and 
sow wickedness, reap the same" (Job iv. 8). This 
witness is still true! And let us not forget, we are 
all sowing, day by day, somethi11g, and in view ofthis, might we well ask ourselves the solemn question, "What shall the harvest be!" 
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As our thoughts run in the direction of what we, 
who are God's people, are sowing, we would con
sider, first, the great responsibility devolving on 
each of us, to be 

SOWING THE WORD. 

In our Lord's explanation of the " parable of the 
sower," He tells us that "The sower soweth the Word" 
-or, to use the language of another Gospel: "The
seed is the Word of·God" (Luke viii. II), and then
follows a description of a fourfold result of this
sowing.

Thus the Lord has not left us in doubt, or to our 
own devices, as to what we should sow an1ong men. 
We are left here, in our sphere and measure, to 
sow the Word of God among them-not our opinions, 
or the opinions of others; not theories, nor fanciful 
interpretations, but-the Word of God ! 

The apostle Peter, in writing to the scattered 
children· of God, speaks of them as having been 
"born again, not of corruptible, but of incorruptible, 
seed, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever .... And this is the Ul'ord, which by the 
Gospel is preached unto you" (r Pet. i. 23-25). The 
apostle James writes : "Of His own will begat He 
us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of His creatures (J as. i. 18). And the 
apostle Paul, in his last message to his genuine 
son, Timothy, says, "I charge thee before God ... 
preach the Word; be instant in season, out of 
season," etc. (2 Tim. iv. r). Thus does our blessed 
Lord and His apostles en1phasize the Word of God, 



58 HEALTHFUL WORDS 

as the precious seed to be sown by the children of 
God, in their testin1ony for Him here! 

And, n1ay we not add the words of the proverb 
already quoted : 

THEY SHALL HAVE SURE REWARD. 

In the service of God, however, mere " clear
headedness "-an ability to state truth clearly
does not of itself suffice. Good it is to have a clear 
grasp of the truths of God's Word, but more is 
needed if the seed is to be caused to grow. Paul 
may plant, Apollos may water, but God must give 
the increase (1 Cor. iii. 26). 

This implies a CO?tdition of soul in the sower, as 
well as quality of seed in his basket. He is depen
dent upon God to give the increase. The seed is 
good, and the commandment is urgent to sow it, 
and this may be done diligently and well-yet, if 
God give not the increase, all is vain. All sorts of 
"drawing" devices may be used to "get the people" 
-yet, if the Spirit of God be not there to fructify
the seed sown, death will still remain ..

Again, there must be exercise of soul on the part 
of God's people, who sow the seed. "They that 
s<r& in tears, shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth 

and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
c'ome again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him" (Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6). Here we have in evi
dence that condition of soul, that was seen in our 
blessed Lord, and also in His servant Paul, and 
others. A real exercise of heart, as the condition 
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of the world or of God's people weighs upon the 
spirit, leading· one to weep before God, and cry to 
Hin1 to give increase unto His own Word. And if, 
perchance, they will not heed the-Word, then like 
J eren1iah to lament : "But if ye will not hear it, my 
soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; 
and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with 
tears, because the Lord's flock is carried away 
captive" (J er. xiii. 17). 

SOW EVERYWHERE, AND ALL 

THE TIME. 

"Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters" (Isa. 
xxxii. 20). "Cast thy bread upon the waters, for
thou shalt find it after many days. . . . He that
observeth the wind shall 110! sow, and he that
regardeth the clouds shall not reap. . . . In the

morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thy hand ; for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper, either this or that, or whether they shall
both be alike good" (Eccles. xi. I, 4, 6).

Here is encouragement, indeed, to all honest 
effort, both in the world and among the saints of 
God. The precious seed is to be sown everywhere, 
and it is to be sown-no matter whether the winds 
blow favourable or adverse. In the morning-in 
the evening-keep sowing the incorruptible seed 
of the Word of God, and He will make it to prosper, 
to His glory, and our reward. 

The printed tract or n1agazine, with its message 
of salvation, goes ofttin1es where the feet of God's 



60 HEALTHFUL WORDS 

n1essengers would not be allowed. The Word 
spoken in tenderness and yet faithfulness is often 
remembered, and who can tell the far-reaching 
effects of such sowing ? The opportunity of the 
public Gospel meeting is of necessity lin1ited, but 
"the field is the world," and· there we will never over
take our responsibilities. Let us sow the good seed, 
then, dear fellow-saints, everywhere, and all the 
tin1e, till Jesus comes, and calls us into His rest 
above. Let us not be turned aside from it, by any
thing else-to sow the seed of the Word of God, is 
our one important business ! 

SOWING DISCORD. 

Alas, that. there should be any other kind of 
" sowing " done by or among the people of God ! 
Yet Proverbs vi. 17-19 enumerates seven" abomin
ations " to the Lord. "A proud look; a lying 
tongue; hands that shed innocent blood ; an heart 
that deviseth wicked imaginations ; feet that be 
swift in running to mischief; a false witness that 
speaketh lies; and he that soweth discord among 
brethren." Linked up in the black list, beginning 
with pride and ending with perjury, is this awful 
abomination in His sight-'' he that soweth discord 
amqng brethren." 

Psalm cxxxiii. tells us of the beautiful sight of 
"brethren dwelling together in unity "-what it is in 
God's sight, and its benefits and blessings to n1en. 
This unity is the working of the Spirit of God. 
But Satan has ever sought to mar this, by the work-
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ings of the flesh, producing distraction, discord, 
and division an1ong the people of God. For this 
reason God places such efforts among the "abomi
nations," which He " hates" ! 

In Absalo1n's career (2 Sam. xv. 1-6), we have 
one of the many illustrations in Scripture of this 
Satanic work. King David, the father of Absalom, 
had been placed on the throne of Israel by God,.

and amid human frailty and failure, was seeking 
to rule for God. But Absalom, who owed his very 
life and liberty to the king, had an ambition of 
his own-he wanted the throne, and the throne he 
would have, if he had to overthrow the Lord's 
anointed in accomplishing it. But he must act 
carefully, lest- his plotting be discovered; so he 
begins to " sow discord among his brethren" of 
Israel. Jt was all to be done on the quiet, by getting 
hold of disaffected persons, and making it appear 
that their difficulties were the product of existing 
conditions, which would be remedied if he were 
only n1ade king. Thus, saith the Lord, who saw it 
all, Absalom 

'' STOLE THE HEARTS OF THE 

PEOPLE"! 

David, his father, had won the hearts of Israel. 
He had risked his life for them on that day he slew 
the giant of Gath, single-handed, and delivered 
Israel from all their fears. 

But, with Absalom it was not so. fJe was never 
known to risk his life for anyone, and thus win 
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their hearts. He "stole" their hearts by honeyed 
phrases-not noble, self-sacrificing deeds-and by 
carefully-worded insinuations against those who 
were seeking to rule for God. Nothing to lose had 
he, but everything to gain, in the distraction and 
discord that might be brought in among the Lord's 
people. And, alas, the short-sightedness of God's 
people allowed him to succeed for a time. David, 
the Lord's anointed, who had done so much for 
Israel, was driven out, a fugitive ; the kingdom was 
disrupted, arid Absalon1 on the throne! True, God's 
judgment came down later, on hin1, and on his 
foolish followers. But what havoc was wrought, 
1neanwhile, by that one man, whose ambitions led 
him to "sow discord among brethren " ! 

May the Lord graciously preserve reader and 
writer from doing this awful work of sowing dis
cord. Anrl may He give us grace and wisdom to 
see the snare that Satan through others might seek 
to lay for our feet. "In vain is the snare set in the 
sight of any bird," and Satan knows it is equally 
true he must cover his snares. But, the Lord give 
us the anointed eye, enabling us to see through 
every effort of the enemy to alienate our hearts 
from i:hose with whom God has brought us into 
such close relationship and friendship. Beware of 
Satan's wiles and underhand ways, they are n1ore 
dangerous than his out-and-out opposition and 
"roaring." 

Peculiar difficulties assail the Lord's people in 
many places, and we need to be kept very close to 
the feet of our blessed Lord, if we are to see a 
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clear path for our feet. As he looked on to such 
days, the apostle said to the elders of Ephesus : 
"I commend you to God and to the Word of His 
grace, which is able to build you up," etc. (Acts 
xx. 32), and this is our recourse now. God still
lives, and our appeals to Him will not be unheeded.
And His Word still remains t}:le same, to guide us
to the end of the way._ Let us then judge ourselves
and our ways in His presence-let ns confess our
failure-and then, with deeper purpose of heart, let
us cleave to the Word, and seek to carry out God's
will revealed there. The Lord deliver us from the
din and discord of internal strife, and grant to His
people the harmony and peace-that expression of
the Spirit's unity-which He desires, so that, undis
tractedly, they n1ay go on at their legitin1ate work
of "sowing the Word of God " !



Reviving Needed. 

IT is generally acknowledged that things might
be improved, or at least that they need to be 
in1proved. Of course, there are various schemes 

proposed to accon1plish this much-to-be-desired 
end. And many a "cure-all" is exploited as the 
one thing needful. 

But, the child of God, who is at. all intelligent 
regarding God's Word, knows that in matters 
social, political: commercial, and religious, affairs 
will get worse instead of better. The corruption of 
the whole system is an open secret, and one has to 
close his eyes, if he is to play the role of an 
optimist. 

In more senses than one is that word true, as 
spoken by the prophet: "I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn it ... until He come whose right it is; 
and I will give it unto Him" (Ezek. xxi. 27). And 
again, at a later date, has God spoken: "Evil n1en 
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived" (2 Tim. iii. 13). So much for 
the world's "open sore," from God's view-point. 

Now God has left His children here, not to be 
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'world reformers, but witnesses - not righting the 
world's 1nany wrongs, but bearing witness to Him 
whon1 the world crucified! This is clear from 
Scripture. That in this they have been, and are 
largely, a failure, is just as evident to the one who 
n1easures things by God's standard. Alas! world
liness, prayerlessness, and neglect of God's Word, 
have ,vrought havoc among God's people ! Surely, 
a revival is needed, and it must come Jrom the pres

ence of t lze Lord !

A REVIVAL OF PRAYER. 

All real work for God has begun in the closet. 
And the power to continue the work has been found 
there. This is the lesson of Pentecost, and the days 
that followed. They were "all together," "in one 
place," "with one accord," waiting on God-when· 
the Holy Spirit came, filling all who were there. 
Later, when trouble arose, caused by the raging of 
the enen1y without, they got together for prayer, to 
breathe out their need and desire into God's ear; 
the result being, that the place was shaken by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. But not only that, for 
with great power they bore testimony to the Word 
of God, and great grace was upon them all (Acts iv.). 
These were the Church's best days, and we will 
never have Pentecost repeated. Yet we may know 
the same in !dud, if not in measure. God's arm is 
not shortened that it cannot save, neither is His 
ear heavy that it cannot hear. He is still "waiting 
to be gracious " ! 

5 
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What sad tales our closets would tell, if they 
could but speak! What melancholy sermons the 
empty chairs in our prayer-n1eetings preach !

. telling, as they do, of indifference and a lack of 
apprehension of our need of God ! 

We are satisfied that here is where a revival 
must needs begin. As of Israel, so of us, God 
speaks, saying, "I will go and return to My place, 
till they acknowledge their offence, and seek My 
face; in their affliction they will seek Me early" 
(Hos. v. 15). Oh for a revival of the habit of prayer! 

There will be no revival of God's work in our hands 
without it. That His work will be done, 'tis true. 
But He will find other instruments in fulfilling His 
purposes, and we shall be laid aside as unfit for the 
Master's use, if we turn not unto Him. 

A REVIVAL OF LOVE FOR 

THE WORD. 

God has revealed Hin1self in His Word, and He 
delights to use it. In prayer, we speak to God. 
When God would speak to us, He uses His Word ! 
Thus both are requisite, if we are to enjoy con1-
munion with Hiin. 

God uses His Word in the regeneration of souls 
(I Pet. i. 23) ; in their practical sa11ctificatio11 (John 
xvii. 17) ; in cleansing their ways (Psa. cxix. 9) ; in
building them up (Acts xx. 32); in feeding them
(1 Pet. ii. 2); and in separating them fron1 the un
godly things around (Jer. xv. 16, etc.) And surely
the lack of diligently feeding and meditating on
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God's Word, is responsible for n1uch of the worldly 
conforn1ity so prevalent! 

May the Lord stir up within us n love for His 
own Book,-not n1erely truths from the Book, but 
the Word itself, that, like Job, we n1ay esteem its 
precepts n1ore than necessary food; and, like David, 
we may prove them more precious than gold, and 
sweeter than honey from the comb. Let us not 
for get, that only truth learned fro£n God, and in 
fellowship with God, will n1ake us of use in the 
world,--for that which we learn from Him, alone 
reaches our own hearts, and brings us in touch with 
Himself, so n1aking us the channels of blessing to 
others. 

"The Word that goetlz forth out of My mouth shall 
not return unto Me void." This is the word that is 
blessed and n1ade a ble�sing. God speaks it to us
through His Book, and it is blessed to us. Then we 
are able, in turn, to speak it to others, and He gives 
the increase. Paul carried the Gospel to Thessa
lonica, "not in word only, but in power, in the Holy 
Ghost, and in n1uch assurance" (I Thess. i. S), with 
bJ essed results. His n1essage was fron1 God, and 
so had power ! 

A REVIVAL OF LOVE FOR GOD. 

When first "the love of God was shed a broad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost," we loved God 
without an effort. We loved Hin1 because we had 
learned, in our souls, that He had first loved us! Our 
thoughts were upon Him, our hands en1ployed in 
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serving Him, and our tongues delighted to speak of 

Hilu. His Word was a source of continual delight, 
and prayer seemed as natural to us, as formerly it 
had been natural to neglect it. 

But is it so now ? Alas! many of us in shan1e 
hang our heads, and confess it is not. And with 
our neglect of prayer, and the reading of, and 

n1editating on God's Word, came an inrush of other 
things, to displace Hin1 in our heart's affections, 
and love to Him began to wane ! We may not be 
considered as open backsliders. We may be in our 
usual place in the meeting of God's people. We 
n1ay even preach and pray in our accustomed 
n1anner. And yet, coldness and deadness have 
filled the heart that was at one time afire with the 
love of God, and our love to Hin1 in return. May 
He speak to us all about this! 

Again, with waning love to God, comes waninf.f love 

to His people, and the work upon which He has set 
His heart. We are now ready to listen to Satan's 
"Pity thyself," rather than our Lord's "Deny thy
self" (Matt. xvi. 22, 24, marg.). We are too busy, or 
too weary, to go to the prayer-n1eeting, or to seek 
the welfare of some straying lan1b or sheep; or, 
perchance, to go after some poor lost sinner. And 
thus, because of our waning love to God and n1an, 
the work in our hands languishes. Surely, then, 
we may well cry to our God for a revival here, at 
the very fountain-head of the trouble,-our love to 
God! 
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A REVIVAL OF DEVOTEDNESS 

TO HIM. 

We are fond of singing, it may be: 

"Nought that I have mine own I'll calJ, 
I'll hold it for the Giver; 

My heart, my strength, my life, my all, 
Are His, and His for ever! " 
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But, in practice, is it so ? Paul could say of the 
n1any in his day, "All seek their own, not the 
things that are Jesus Christ's." And if true then, 
how much n1ore so now! "My business," "my 
work," "my home," "my family," "my property," 
"my money," are the comn1on expressions heard 
on every side, even among the children of God; 
while the things of God, and the work of God, are 
looked upon as son1ething to be patronized, but not 
necessarily part of my affairs. Is it not so? 

We surely need revival then. A revival that 
will not merely touch our feelings and make us sing. 
But, one that will go deeper, and n1ake us pray

deeper still, and make us "work the work of the 
Lord "-and still deeper, until we s/Jall 110 longer call 
aught that we possess, our own, but, shall hold it and 
use it for Him. We shall not then be found robbing 
God and ourselves too. But shall "bring the tithes 
into the storehouse," and, proving Him, find Hin1 
true to His own Word, to '' pour out a blessing" 
upon us, "that there shall not be roon1 enough to 
receive it" (Mal. iii.). 
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"The river of God is full of water," and it is only 
our own foolishness and sin that hinder its life
giving stream fro1n flowing in blessing over our 
poor barren sands. In some of our hearts, God may 
be creating a yearning for a season of blessing fron1 
His own right hand. If so, let us seek to "prepare 
the way of the Lord, and make His paths straight," 
that there n1ay be nothing to hinder Him in His 
gracious operations. 

" Revive Thy work, 0 Lord ! 
Thy mighty arm make bare, 

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead, 
And make Thy people hear." 



What about the Judgment? 

IT is a generally received opinion that all men,good and bad, are going on to a day of judg
ment, which will finally settle their eternal 

destiny for heaven or hell ! 
That unconverted people should hold such views, 

is not to be wondered at ; inasn1uch, as not having 
any assurance of salvation, they comfort them
selves with the thought that they are as far ad
vanced as any one can be, which, of course, is true 
if "none can know they are saved until the judg
ment day"! 

But, it seen1s strange that any of God's children 
should hold such thoughts. They, at least, are 
expected to read their Bibles, where they would 
find God teaching the opposite of any such uncer
tainty. Let us see what He says: 

"He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting 
life" (John iii. 36). "Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
He that heareth My Word, and believeth 011 Him that 
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall uot come into 
condemnation [judgment, R.V.], but is passed from 
death unto life" (John v. 24). 
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Does such language, which n1ight be a1nplified 
by scores of texts, seen1 to teach uncertainty for 
the believer as to the future ? Does it not teach 
the n1ost positive certainty, not only as to the present, 
but as to the future also? But let us listen to 

FURTHER TESTIMONY. 

First: As to Salvation-" The preaching of the 
Cross is to then1 that perish foolishness; but unto 
us who are saved, it is the power of God" (I Cor. 
i. 18). "But after that the kindness and love of
God, our Saviour, toward n1an appeared ; not by
works of righteousness which we have clone, but
according to His n1ercy He saved us" (Tit. iii. 5).

Second: As to Secur ity-"! give unto the1n eternal 
life, and they shall never perish, and no one [none) 
is able to pluck then1 out of My hands," etc. (John 
x. 28, 29). "Unto Him who is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the pres
ence of His glory with exceeding joy ... be glory 
and n1ajesty," etc. (Jude 24, 25). 

Third: As to Death-"W e lvzow that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved [that is, if 
we should die], we have a building of God, a house 
not n1ade with hands, eternal in the heavens" 
(2 Cor. v. I). "We are co11.fident, I say, and willing
rather to be absent from tha body, and to be present 
with the Lord" (2 Cor. v. 8). "To depart and to be 
with Christ, which is far better" (Phil. i. 23). Such 
is the confident way of the apostle, in speaking 
of death. 
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Thus do we have the testi1nony of the Word of 
God, which could be confirn1ed by scores of other 
Scriptures we n1ight quote, as to the 

SALVATION, SECURITY, AND 

CONFIDEti:CE 

of the people of God. They are all incon1patible 
,vith the idea of an unsettled sin question, or a 
judg1nent-day, when such questions are to be 
decided. Yet, Scripture does speak of judgn1ent, 
both of the saved and the lost! 

Exan1ining the Word, we find there are n1any 
aspects of the subject there, to understand which 
we must give heed to the exhortation to rightly 
"divide the Word of Truth." Shall we look at a 
few of then1 ? 

First in order, as affecting us, we n1ay place 
God's judgment of Sin at the Cross. The blessed 
Christ of God came forth fron1 the boson1 of the 
Father, emptied Himself of His glory, becan1e 
Man, that as such He might, in this scene, do the 
will of God. He came into the world sayi_ng, "I 
delight to do Thy will, 0 My God ; yea, Thy law is 
within My heart" (Psa. 1..l. 8). And that "will" led 
Him, not only to Bethlehem's n1anger, or the humble 
hon1e of Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth; not 
only to the desert and the 1nountain side, but it led 
Him on to Gethsen1ane, the place of His deep 
sorrow (Matt. xxvi. 36), to Gabbatha also, the place 
of man's judgment (John xix. 13), and Golgotha, 
"the place of a skull," the scene of His death (John 
xix. 17). "There they crucified Him."
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But, hark, what 1neans that awful cry from that 
Blessed One ? "My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " Had He not ever done those things 
that pleased God ? He had. Was He not doing 
His will now ? He was. Then, why was He for
saken of God ? The answer is, that on that Cross 
He was 1nade 

THE BEARER OF SIN, 

and God, "who is of purer eyes than to behold evil," 
and who "cannot look on iniquity" (Hab. i. 13), 

n1ust judge Hhn. He dies and is buried. But '' God 
raised Hin1 from the dead." Not only so, but has 
seated Hin1 at His own right hand in the glory, say
ing to Hin1, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until I 
make Thine enemies Thy footstool " (Psa. ex. I ;

Heb. x. II, 12). 

Thus has God given proof of His own infinite 
satisfaction with the work done, and hence, as it 
has been often stated, "It is now no longer the sin
question, but the Son question," that God is raising. 
"What think ye of Christ?" 

The believer now is seen "in Christ," and God 
says, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea
ture" (2 Cor. v. 17)-literally, he is of the new 
creation. Again, "There is, therefore, now no con

demnation to then1 which are in Christ Jesus" 
(Ron1. viii. I). Thus do we see how God has settled 
the "sin question," so that, as regarding it, the 
believer "shall not come into judgn1ent." He is 
no,v n1ade a child of God, by faith in Christ 
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Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26), and, as such, is a subject of 
the Father's discipline. This brings us to another 
phase of our subject : 

OUR JUDGMENT AS SONS. 

":.\ly son, despise not thou the chaste11i11g of the 

Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Hin1 ; for 
whon1 the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth "(Heb. xii. 5, 6). Fron1 
the verse that follows, we find that, in His disci
pline or training of us, God deals with us as a 
Father with His sons, desirous of our "profit," and 
that we might be "partakers of His holiness" 
(Heb. xii. 7-10). 

In I Cor. xi. 29-32, we have an illustration of how 
he thus deals with His children, in contrast to His 
judgment of the world. 

Son1e, in Corinth, had been eating the Lord's 
Supper in an unworthy manner, and, not judging 
then1selves and their ways in the light of God's 
truth, becoming, therefore, subjects for His judging 
hand. As He says : "For this cause n1any are 
weak and sickly an1ong you, and many sleep ; for 
if we would judge ourselves, we should not be 
judged; but, when we are judged, we are chaste11ed of 

the Lord, that we should not be condem11ed with the 

world." 

Because we fail in self-judgment, and allow sin 
to rest on the conscience, God has to deal with us, 
-as a father would with his child,-not casting us
into hell, but chastening or disciplining us, that we
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n1ay beco111e, in a practical way, "partakers of His 
holiness," walking in the light, and having fellow
ship with Hin1. 

OUR JUDGMENT AS SERVANTS. 

But, we are not only sons, we are servants; and, 
as such, will have our works tried. To this aspect 
qf our subject applies a word in 2 Corinthians v. IO,

''For we [Christians] n1ust all appear [be manifested, 
R.V.] before the judgment seat of Christ, that every
one n1ay receive the things done in his body, accor
ding to that he hath done, whether they be good
or bad."

As to the manner of this judgn1ent, we find in 
I Corinthians iii. 13-15, '' Every man's work shall 
be manifest; for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall try every 
man's work of what sort it is. If any n1an's ,vork 
abide which he hath built thereupon, lze shall receive 

a reward. If any n1an's work shall be burned, he 

shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved ; yet 
so as by fire." 

As to the time of this judgment, see I Corinthians 
iv. 5. "Therefore, judge nothing before the tin1e,
until tlze Lord come, who will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness, and will n1ake n1anifest
the counsels of the heart; and then shall every n1an
have praise of God."

Now, all this is beautifully simple. The believer 
is not to be tried at a judgment bar in order to see 
if he is saved. That question is settled once and 
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for ever when, as a guilty sinner, he rests his soul 
on Christ, who was judged for his sins, and is now 
on the throne for him! 

But the believer's works will pass in review before 
Him '' whose eyes are as a flame of fire," and that 
which has been for Him will a bide, and, for that, 
he ·will be rewarded. All else will be consumed, 
and he will suffer loss. The time of this judgment 
will be when the Lord comes. As to when He is 
con1ing, we are not told, and it is not wise to guess, 
-but He would have us ever on the look out for
Him, and abiding in Him, that when He does
co1ne, we may "have confidence, and not be
asha1ned before Him" (I John ii. 28). There is
no further judgn1ent than this for the saints, and
this, as we have seen, is not a question of sin, or of
sons/zip, but of service! Nevertheless, it is exceed
ingly solemn, and should exercise our hearts most
deeply, leading us to serve Him "with reverence
and godly fear" (Heb. xii. 28).



Present Sorrow and 

Future Joy. 

"VERILY, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall
weep and lament, but the world shall re
joice: 1nd ye shall be sorrowful, but your 

sorrow shall be turned into joy . ... Ye now, there
fore, have sorrow: but I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no n1an 
taketh from you" (John xvi. 20, 22).

These words are some of the parting utterances 
of our blessed Lord, while speaking to His disciples, 
just before He went to the Cross. It was natural 
that they should sorrow, as the fact of His con1ing 
death began to take hold of their spirits. For son1e 
time He had been saying things that should have 
prepared them for it. But now that the time of His 
sorrow was upon Him, they were filled with grief, 
and, forgetful of Himself, He hastens to con1fort 
then1 thus. 

No doubt the first "application" of these words 
would be to the disciples then with Hin1. His death 
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would cause then1 sorrow, and His resurrection 

cause then1 joy. 

But, in a larger sense, the words are applicable 

to us who are now in this scene. And the comfort 

of His message to them should be ours to-day, as 

we take in the fact that He is truly gone fron1 us,

that He is in heaven while we are on earth. But 

that just as surely as He returned in resurrection to 

cheer the sorrowing hearts of His own in that day, 

so surely will He return again from heaven to claim 

His own redeemed, and associate then1 with Hin1-

self for ever l In our Scripture, we have 

FOUR THINGS HE TELLS THEM. 

FIRST-He is goiug away, aud tlte 'tcorlcl 'tcill be 

glad. 

SECOND-H c is going away, and they .. cill be 

sorrowful. 

THIRD-He is going away, but He 1.cill return 

agai,r. 

FOURTH-He is co111ing again, and that tcill turn 

their sorrow into pcr111a11enf joy. 

There was nothing that interfered with the 

world's ambitions, pleasures, or religion, like the 

presence of the Lord Jesus. Herod, when he heard 

He was born, left no stone unturned to encon1pass 

His destruction. For, if Jesus be indeed heir to the 

throne of Israel, then Herod felt there would ue no 

place for hi1n there. Hence, Jesus n1ust be gotten 

out of the way. He was and is in the way of 
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worldly a111bitions. Therefore, the world then, as 
the world now, breathed a sigh of relief at the 
thought of His absence. 

And the leaders of the world's religion had no 
use for the Lord Jesus. His holiness rebuked them; 
so Scribe and Pharisee, priest and elder, clamoured 
for His blood, and were never satisfied until they 
had Hin1 on the Cross. The world must have "its 
religion," of course ! And "Christianity" is supposed 
to be the proper religion of these lands. But holding 
to one of the various creeds of Christendon1 is one 
thing, and knowing and loving the Lord Jesus is 
another. 

The presence of the Lord Jesus in the 1nidst of 
the fashionable religion of Christendom in this 
twentieth century, would be as intolerable as it 
was in the midst of the effete Judaism of the first! 
Yes, the world is glad that the Christ of God is 
gone! They have" another Jesus " of whom they 
sing, and preach (2 Car. xi. 4), but the Christ of the 
Bible would be in the way of their religion, even as 
He is in the way of their a111bitio11s,-so they are 
glad that they have got rid of Him ! 

"But," says the Lord to His own, "ye shall be 
sorrowful." Why should they be sorrowful at }Iis 
leaving them? Had He ever set before them any 
prospects of earthly greatness which only His pres
ence could bring then1 ? Had He led them to think 
that by adhering to Himself He would lead them 
to wealth, or power, or distinction among n1en ? 
On the contrary, He had ever been talking of 
poverty, and loss, and the Cross, as the portion 
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they 1nust expect with Him. In fact, the path in 
which He had led them, so far, had been one the 
farthest ren1oved from what men hold dear, and 
yet 

THEY HAD SORROW. 

Why ? Because their hearts had been won to 
Hin1self, personally! They loved Him! And in 
losing Him, they were losing all! No wonder 
they were in sorrow. 

Beloved fellow-Christians, we all have our sor
rows,-in the home, in business life, and perhaps 
we have Church sorrows. But, what about this

sorrow ? · Do our hearts really sorrow for Him ? 
Do we miss Him ? Is this world an empty scene 
because He is not here ? Who has not gone into a 
hon1e, recently devastated by the loss of a loved 
husband and father, and heard the wail of the 
bereaved widow, "The world is empty since my 
dear one left n1e." God has well described the true 
widow as "desolate." All that made the home
all that filled up the sum of her little world, has 
been taken, and hence, although surrounded by a 
busy, bustling world-although the san1e attractions 
and allurements are still there that forn1erly capti
vated her, there is no response, because lze is gone! 

Beloved, is it any the less true in our case ? Can 
we,-do we rejoice with the world, as though we 
were glad too, because He is gone? Are we" at 
hon1e" in the world that has no room for Hin1 ? 
They gave Him a stable in which to be born-a 
gallows on which to die ! Shall we forget it, and 

6 
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try to settle down here, as though it were not a fact 
that there was, and is, no room for Him ? Alas, so 
deceitful are our hearts, we may sing with others 
most heartily : 

" The foxes found rest, 
And the birds had their nest, 
In the shade of the cedar tree; 
But Thy couch was the sod, 
0 Thou Son of God l 
In the deserts of Galilee "-

and then turn to drown in the world's ambitions, 
pleasures, or false religion, all thought of His 
rejection then and now-a rejection by that same 
world whose smile and favours we court! 

Now, He comforts them in their sorrow by a very 
blessed prospect. As they thought of it, it would 
cheer them and nerve them to do and dare for Him. 
What was it? Was it that His Gospel would spread 
over the whole world until all His enen1ies should 
be subject to Him? Did He tell them that by the 
power of that Gospel, righteousness and the know
ledge of God should cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea ? Did He assure them that matters 
in this world would become better and better, as 
time went on, and that civilization and education 
and missionary zeal <things most commendable 
in themselves) should bring in the n1illennium of 
peace ? Ah, no ! He had already warned them of 
the opposite of this. The cause of their grief was, 
He was going away; the source of their comfort 

was, as it is ours to-day, if our hearts are true to 

Him, that He had said: 



PRESENT SORROW AND FUTURE JOY 83 

"I WILL SEE YOU AGAIN." 

"This same Jesus, whon1 ye have seen go into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. II). Such were 
the words of the heavenly messengers that day, 
when, on the Mount of Olives, the disciples stood 
gazing up into the heavens, their eyes fixed upon 
the very spot where last they had seen Him. 

How poignant would be their sorrow and grief 
at losing Him ? How blessed this hope God had 
sent to cheer them! And let us ren1ember, dear 
fellow-saints of God, this is the hope He has set 
before us. Many of God's dear children are joining 
with the world in their vain expectations of the 
betterment of things. Many are hoping, by means 
of reformatory and educational measures, to bring 
in a reign of peace and righteousness. But, in all 
this, they but manifest that they have missed the 
point of His words of comfort, "I will see :vou 
again." In John xiv. 3, He had said, "I will con1e 
again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I

am there ye may be also." 

Their hearts were mutually knit one with the 
other. He loved them, and they loved Him in 
return! It was needful that He should leave them. 
But He would send the Holy Spirit to them, and 
He would comfort them, and lead them, and teach 
them, and remind them of the words of the Lord 
Jesus ; but the climax of their hopes was this : "/ 

·11 . " "/ · w1 see you again, - will come and receii•e ,,o,, 
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u11to JI:>,self." Then would they be together, and 
their joy would be full. 

l\1any have "fallen asleep in Jesus," whose hearts 
looked and longed for that coming. Many are now 
looking and longing for Him, and singing as they 
wait: 

"0 joy l O delight l 
Should we go without dying ! 
No sickness, no sadness, 
No dread, and no crying; 
Caught up through the clouds 
With our Lord into g)ory,

O Lord Jesus ! How long ?-
How long, ere we shout the glad song ? 
Christ returneth ! Hallelujah ! 
Hallelujah ! Amen l " 

The time of His coming again He lras not given us. 

To guess at it is folly. To "figure it out," has only 
brought, and must only bring, disappointment. But 
to true hearts, His words 1nust ever bring present 
con1fort as they wait, and cause them, like the 
Thessalonians of old, to serve the living and true 
God, while they wait for the Son fron1 heaven, 
whose coming will turn their sorrow into joy. 

PERMANENT JOY. 

His coming will bring joy of which the world 
cannot rob us ! How much of our joy is bound up 
with our circumstances now! How quickly a 
change in those circun1stances fills us with dis1nay, 
and perchance reproaches and n1urnuuings ! But 
in that day, the stan1p of pern1anency will be on 
everything. 
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Sorrow now, but rejoicing hearts then ! As we 
have it in Psalm xxx. S, "Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy con1eth in the morning." And Oh, 
what a n1orning will His coming be! The dark and 
dreary night of His absence ended. The desola
tion of a scene in which He had no place; the 
weary, weary watching, with strained eye and 
heavy heart, all now a thing of the past. He has 
con1e ! He is with us, and we are with Him, never 
to part again ! As the bright and Morning Star, 
He will have heralded the coming eternal day, the 
day without a cloud, and without a night to us ! 
No n1ore sorrow! No n1ore sinning! No more 
heart wanderings! No n1ore worldliness and no 
more waywardness! We shall see Him, and be 
like- Hin1, and be with Him for ever! Our hearts 
shall rejoice, and our joy no n1an shall be able to 
take from us! In prospect of it, well may we cry, 
" Even so, con1e, Lord Jesus ! " 



God Judging the World. 

W
HO has not heard Matthew xxv. 31-46, 

applied to "a general judgment" of the 
righteous and the wicked in the last day? 

Tlzen, it is supposed, their eternal destiny will be 
fixed, for heaven or hell! But if the reader will 
carefully study this portion, there are a few things 
that will doubtless occur to him. 

FIRST-This tlzro11e is situated 011, flze earth, and 
the occupant thereof is the Lord Jesus, as the "Son 
of Man "-a title connected with the earth. He is 
accompanied by the holy angels, His heavenly 
escort. 

SECOND-Those who sfa11d before Him there, are 
"all nations." And, you notice these are nations 
living on the earth at that time. There is no hint 
of a resurrection of any who will be there. 

THIRD-There are three classes referred to b)' the 
Lord Jesus. '' The Sheep," "The Goats," and those 
He calls "My Brethren." The judgment of the 
first two, you ,vill notice, is to be according to 
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their treatment of the latter, during "the great 
tribulation," referred to in Matthew xxiv. 

FOUR TH-T/z is is introductory to His M ille11nial 

reign, of which we will speak presently. Like 
Solon1on, who was a type of Christ in His earthly 
glory, and who began his reign by executing 
judgn1ent on his and his father David's enemies 
(compare I Kings ii. and Revelation xix. II, 12), so 
with our Lord Jesus;-" Justice and judgment shall 
be the habitation of His throne " (Psa. l xxxix. 14). 

In Matthew xxiv., we read of "the great tribu
lation" which will come upon the Jewish people 
in a coining day. For the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was God's Anointed, and who came in the name of 
His Father, they would not receive. Another, the 
Antichrist, "who will come in his ow11 name, him 
they will receive " (John v. 43). 

''THE GREAT TRIBULATION.'' 

The warning words of Matthew xxiv. 15-24, will 
doubtless reach the ear and heart of a godly ren1-
nant in the nation of Israel, who will heed the 
signs given, and flee from the impending danger. 
At that time, the nations of the earth will have a 
part for or against this peculiar people; and so 
fearful will the persecution be, that, were it not 
for the coming of the Son of Man (Matt. xxiv. 29);, 
no flesh would be saved. His con1ing will slzorte11, 

the days of trial, and a remnant will be saved, the 
nucleus of His Millennial Kingdon1. In this our 
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day, it is the le11gtlte11i11g of the tin1e (of grace) that 
is salvation (see 2 Peter iii. 15). 

Revelation xix. 11-21, and Zechariah xiv. 1-5, 

should be read together. They both refer to the 
san1e circumstances, the con1ing of the Son of lvian 
to the rescue of Israel, and the judgment of the 
Antichrist and the nations allied with hin1 against 
God's ancient people. 

The prophecy of Matthew xxv. 31-46, then, is 
descriptive of the 111a1111er in which these nations 
will be judged. The place of the judgn1ent will 
evidently be the "Valley of Jehoshaphat" (Joel 
iii. 1-3, 12), just outside of J erusalen1. You will
note that the question of "faith in Christ" is not
raised at this thne, except by inference, the main
question being their treatment of His brethren,
during the day of "Jacob's trouble" (Jer. xxx. 7).

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 

Of this we read in Revelation xx. 11-15. All are 
agreed that this is the fi11al judgment, as revealed 
in the Word. . Toward this " grand assize" all 
unsaved people are hastening, and before it, all 
such will surely stand. Will the reader take God's 
Word, and carefully note each verse ? 

In this twentieth chapter, we read of Satan being 
bound, and chained, and thrust into the abyss, 
where he will be kept for a thousand years. Now 
this "thousand years" is the Millennium, to which 
so n1any of God's saints have looked yearningly, 
as the time when peace and prosperity would fill 
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the earth, and when sin, sickness, and death would 
be practically unknown. 

Cltrist 011 tlte fltro11e, and Sata,i in lite pit, for one 

tltousand J'ears ! 

Surely that will be heaven begun below! And 
surely, one n1ight add, it will always be so, for all 
will be so entranced with the beauty of righteous
ness, that Satan and sin will find no place an1ong 
n1en for evermore ! vV ill suclz be tlze case ?

Alas, the record is the opposite, for " men love 
darkness rather than light." Hence, at the end of 
the thousand years, w4en Satan will be loosed 
fron1 his prison, he will find a 1nultitude as the 
sand on the seashore ready to go against God 
and His saints. It will be God's last proof of the 
incorrigibility of man, n1anifesting how that even 
a thousand years of deliverance fron1 temptation, -
added to the beneficent rule of the Lord Jesus, is 
insufficient to change man's nature, which is "en
n1ity against God"! The Lord Jesus spake an 
eternal truth, when He said to Nicoden1us, " Ye

must be born again "! 

God having visited sumn1ary judg1nent on the 
rebels, and Satan having been cast into the lake 
of fire, the seer next beholds a "great white throne," 
upon which sat One of transcendent glory, who 
is now to execute righteous judgn1ent upon every 
one, '' according to their works." 

JUDGM�NT, NOT MERCY. 

THIS is where n1any are looking forward to 
having n1ercy shown to then1. Alas, they are 
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doomed to be sadly mistaken. This 1s not a 
"tltrone of grace," it is a "thro11e of judgmeut." The 
wicked dead are raised-the great and the small, 
fro111 the prince to the pauper-and stand before 
that throne, and Hin1 who sits thereon. 

As to their souls, they have been in hell (Luke 
xvi. 23, 24). As to their bodies, they have been
buried, or burned, or disposed of in some other
way. But God will, by the voice of the Son of
Man, call then1 forth (John v. 27-29), and they will
now be judged "according to their works." For,
just as the saints will not receive their reward until
they stand, iu their resurrectiou bodies, before the
judgn1ent seat of Christ; even so, the wicked will
not receive their full n1easure of punishment until,
in their raised bodies, they stand before the great
white throne !

The whiteness of tlte throne, would indicate the 
purity of the judgment dispensed there. There 
will be no n1istakes made, and no appeals will be 
n1ade to a higher court. Even those who are 
judged, will be forced to acquiesce in the justness 
of the sentence. 

The Lamb's Booli of Life, where the nan1es of 
the fee bl est and 1nost wayward of God's saints 
are enrolled, will be searched in vain for one of 
those who will stand there. God's Word will also 
be there, as an additional witness against the 
Christ rejector, and truth despiser (John xii. 48). 

Their end shall be the lake of fire. And "who
soever was not found written in the Book of Life, 
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was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. xx. 15). And 
tlzen ETERNITY! Not judged alone for rejecting 
Christ, but now made to pay the 1nany sins that 
would have been forgiven, had they but come in 
faith to Him. For all their works will be brought 
up, and they judged accordingly. Happy in that 
day are they who, clothed in the righteousness 
of God, stand complete in Christ, before Him l 
WILL YOU? 

Printed and Published by John Ritchie, Kilmarnock. 



Books for Preachers 

I
N these times of stress and strain, earnest preachers, whose zeal in spread

ing the Gospel exceeds their time for study, value all sound aids which 
lead them TO the Scriptures, there to gather fresh matter for themselves, 

to pass on to others. Two former Volumes of Subjects and Outlines of 
Addresses having been warmly welcomed and widely used by Preachers and 
Teachers labouring in many lands, we have added a third of the same 
character, freshly compiled and more comprehensive in its contents, which 
we have pleasure in now announcing as being ready. 

Five Hundred Scripture Outlines 
Gospel Subjects & Bible Studies 

With an Introductory Chapter 
"Hints on Scripture Study." 

SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS. 
Evangelistic Addresses. Elemt:ntary Truths. 
Devotional Subjects. Studies on the \\'ork of Christ. 
Bible Readings. Truths of the Future Life. 
Themes for Study. Christian Life in V :irious Aspects. 
Addresses to Believers. Notes on Scripture Portions. 
Practical Truths. Comments on Texts. 

Grained Cloth, Boards, Gilt Title, 1 /6. 

Five Hundred Gospel Subjects. 
Outlines, Notes and Suggestive Heads of 

Gospel Addresses, all of which have been 
used in preaching the Gospel. With an Intro
duction to Young Preachers. Cloth, 1 /6. 

Five Hundred Bible Subjects. 
Fundamental, Evangelical, Dispensational, 

and Practical. All used in Bible Readings, 
and Believers' Addresses. Cloth, 1 /6. 

REVIEWS AND COMMENTS. 
The Christian-"An abundance of useful Outlines for Evangelistic Addresses." 
The Morning Star-''We are sure they will be helpful to Young Students of the Bible, 

and Young Workers in the Mission Field. The grouping of subjects is excellent." 
The Reaper-" The Divisions and Grouoings are highly suggestive and the o,·erstraining of 

textual applications is cardully avoided." 
The Scottish Evangelist-"Preachers who have not much time for sturly, will find the 

r framework of many Gospel Addresses ready to their hand.'' 
The Christian Herald-'· A book of great value to Preachers and Soul winners.'' 
A Mission Worker-" I am delighted with the Book. It is an immense boon to me.·• 
A Well-known Preacher-" I have never had any book which has been such a help to me 

as your SOO Gos/el Subjects. M ay God use it to help many." 

The THREE Volumes in Uniform Binding, 4/•, Post Free. 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, KILMARNOCK. 



Prevalent Errors 
A Series oi Seasonable Pamphlets to place in the hands 

oi those in danger oi being ensnared in these errors. 

Seventh Day Adventists.-Their Origin, History, and Errors. 
Being widely circulated where "Adventists" are at work. 

The Mormons: Their Doctrines and Deceivings. A Seasonable 
Booklet to hand round, where "Utah" elders are preaching. 

Millennial Dawn.-W. J. McClure. A Word of Warning to the 
Lord's People on a most pernicious present-day system of error. 

Baptism for Remission oi Sins, with a Letter from a member of 
"The Church of Christ," and an Answer to it. By. W. J. McClure. 

Millennial Dawn and its Errors.-J. W. Moore. An investigation 
and exposure of the pernicious errors of this system which are 
actively propagated in many places at present. 

Christian Sc�ence.-Its Doctrines, Deceptions, and Delusions. The 
Latest Apostacy by which unthinking and unstable souls are carried 
away, is here reviewed, and the light of God's Word brought to 
bear upon it. 

Spiritualism.-A work of Satan and Demons. A timely warning and 
exposure of this soul-destroying doctrine. 

One Penny Each. I/ per doz., Post Free. 7/ per IOO, Post Free. 
Special Quotation for Quantities for Distribution. 

Aids to Bible Lovers 
Sound, Simple, and Spiritual Expositions of the Word of God. 

Cloth Boards, 6d net (by post, 7d). 
Antique Sewed Covers, 3d. each. Any Four, 1/-, Post Free. 

The Riches of Christ.-Addresses to Young Believers. By John 
Ritchie. Simple and Practical. 

The Christ of God.-His Pre-eminence and Self-Abasement. W. 
Hoste, B.A. A Book of great value for the present time. 

Christ and His People.-The Names and Titles of the Lord Jesus 
and His People. J. L. Ritchie. 

Things that DiHer.-W. Hoste, B.A. The Varied Operations of 
the Spirit of God. 

The Gospel of God.-By A. G. Lillicrap. Papers on Man's Need 
and God's Gospel, the Fulness of Christ, New Creation and Hope. 

The Holy Spirit : His Person and Work. James M. Ritchie. 
Crumbs from the Master's Table.-Select Biblical Questions and 

Answers on subjects of interest. 

Complete Free Lists of Biblical Works from 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 



Pastures for the Flock 
Twenty-four Addresses 

on Bible Themes. 
BY JOHN RITCHIE. 

Some of the Contents of the Volume are: 

Separation from the World The Word of God 
The Lordship of Christ Baptism 
Pleasing God. The Lord's Supper 
The Servant of the Lord The Unequal Yoke 
Christian Stewardship Gathering to Christ 
The Coming of the Lord The Fellowship of 
The Judgment Seat of Saints 

Christ The Footsteps of 
The New Jerusalem the Flock 

A Plain Path 

Crown 8vo. 292 Pages. Clear Type. 
Cloth Boards. 2/-, Post Free. 

A Splendid Book for Christian Workers. 

A Living Epistle: 
Letters of Caroline S. Blackwell. 

It contains over 330 Letters on Scriptural 
Themes, Studies of Bible Subjects, Meditations, 
and Groupings of Scriptural Truths, with Coun
sels to Young Converts, Experiences in Christian 
Life, Cheering Fruits of Gospel Service, and 
much helpful and thoroughly sound and Scrip
tural Gospel Matter. 

It is greatly valued and warmly commended 
by all who possess it as a Devotional Book for 
quiet reading; as a Wedding or Birthday Gift, 
and as a Spiritual Aid to a Fellow Believer, it 
will be found acceptable. 

542 pages. Crown Svo. Clear Type. 
Cloth Boards. Gilt Title. Originally 

published at 7 /6, now for 3/6. 
Presentation Edition in White, Blue, and Gold, 

in Box, 5/-, Post Free. 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 



Two Choice Volumes of Spiritual Ministry. 

HELPS IN THE WORD 
A BOOK OF 

SPIRITUAL EXPOSITIONS 
FOR ALL BELIEVERS. 

Thirty-six Bible Readings, Exposi
tions, and Addresses on Fundamental, 
Doctrinal, and Practical Truths, by 
the late 

R. C. CHAPMAN, BARNSTAPLE.
WM. YAPP, LEOMINSTER.
W. H. BENNET, YEOVIL; &c.

292 Pages, Clear Type, 1/6, Post Free. 

Preachers, Teachers, and Workers, will find 
this Book an Epitome of real " Helps" in the 
Word of God. 

TRUTHS FOR BELIEVERS 
A New Volume of Expositions 

and Addresses, 
containing Sound and Healthful 
Ministry on subjects which all Be
lievers should be acquainted with. 

THIRTY-FOUR ADDRESSES BY 
HENRY DYER. 
HENRY HEATH. 
HENRY GROVES. 

292 Pages. Cloth Boards, 1/6, Post Free 
The Two Volumes Post Free for 2,9. 

------------- -- -----

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 



Lincoln's Lectures ��s!:���\VEpistles. 
Issued at Reduced Price to bring tlzem within reach of all. 

D
URING the past ten years, over 10,000 copies of Wm. Lincoln's

Lectures on the Epistles have been sold, circulated. and read with 
great spiritual profit by lovers of the Sacred Word in all lands. It 

is with pleasure that we are thus enabled to issue a New Edition of 
these Volumes at the Reduced uniform Price of One Shilling each. 

Lectures on the Epistle to the Ephesians. A racy and very 
suggestive Exposition of this great Epistle of the Believer's Stand
ing, State, Walk, and Warfare. 

Lectures on the Epistle to the Philippians. A Spiritual and 
Practical Unfolding of this rich Epistle of Christian Character 
and Experience. 

Lectures on the Epistle to the Colossians. Setting forth the 
Glories of Christ as Head and Lord, the Believer's Place as risen 
with Him there, and in His Kingdom here. 

Lectures on the Epistles to the Thessalonians. A Concise 
and Practical Exposition of these Epistles, in which the Coming of 
the Lord/or His Saints and His appearing with them to the world, 
are set forth. 

Lectures on the Epistle to the Hebrews. Taken as delivered 
at Beresford, preserving the pungent and practical style so charac
teristic of Mr. Lincoln's ministry. Full of the glories of Christ as 
Sin-purger, Sacrifice, and Priest. 

Lectures on the First and Second Epistles oi Peter. Shewing 
the Path of the Saint amid the Trials of the Wilderness, and the 
Power for his preservation amid the perils of the last days. 

Cloth Boards, with Gilt Titles, J/- net. Six Volumes, 6/-, Post Free 

Lectures on John's Epistles. New Edition. Spiritual and Practical 
Words on the Children of God in their Family Relationships-to 
the Father, to one another, and to the World. 

Cloth Boards, 1/6. Presentation Edition, Gilt, 2/•. 

Typical Foreshadowings in Genesis; or, The World to Come, 
and the Divine Preparation for it. Lectures on the Book of 
Genesis, chaps i. to xii. 

Cloth Boards, Half-Bound Style, 1/• nett (by Post, 1/4). 
Lectures on the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 

A Standard Work on this Great Book of Prophecy. Plain, 
Precise, and Practical. 

Cloth Boards, 3/6. Gilt Edges, 4/ •. 

Our Great High Priest in His Garments of Glory and Beauty. 
Israel's High Priest as a Type of the Lord Jesus. 

Cloth Boards, 1/. Clotlz Limp, Round Comers, 9d. 

Full List of Biblical and Expositional Works po:;ted to m,y address. 

JOHN RITCHIE, Publisher, Kilmarnock. 
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