
MUSINGS IN AFFLICTION. 

COMPOSED AT IJfTXXrALS. 

UNDER VARIOUS FORMS OF SUFFERING, 

Juring a |)triob of Jonrlitn gtars. 

BY 

J. EDMONDS. 

"I was greatly afflicted."—PSALH cxvl. 10. 
"Many are the afflictions of tie righteous: but Jehovah delivereth him 

out of them all."—PSAI.* xxxiv. 19. 
" In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence 

saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old."—ISAIAH lxiii. 9. 

LONDON: 
YAPP & HAWKINS, 70, WELBECK STREET, W.; 

AND 12, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.C. 





PREFACE. 

FOR information to those to whom I am unknown, and 
those who have been hut partially acquainted with my 
condition, it may be necessary to state, that they may 
better understand some of the thoughts and feelings 
expressed in the following pages, that after labouring 
in this county in the service of Christ for nearly thirty 
years, I was from overwork of body and mind in 1859 
attacked with a severe nervous affection in the head, 
which afterwards increased in intensity, until general 
debility ensued. In the course of that year, being 
somewhat relieved, I thought that as I could not serve 
publicly I might do so by writing, and I then com
menced writing The Land of Canaan, which proved 
too much for my head and nerves, and brought on a 
terrible shock of nervousness such as I had not before 
felt, which not only incapacitated me from all bodily 
and mental exertion, but was followed by three years 
of awful darkness, similar to that described of one in 
a tract, entitled, On Spiritual Despondency, published 
by the Eeligious Tract Society. In former modes of 
travelling it was needful in long journeys to travel by 
day and night, and I have observed that sometimes 
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the darkness was greater before the.dawn of day. As 
it is in nature, so it is often in the providential actings 
of God, and so I proved it to be. When brought very-
low, I awoke one morning with unusual serenity of 
mind, which was connected with such a sense of the 
love and presence of God, that, while I had formerly 
prayed to be sustained under the want of it, I had 
then to pray to be sustained under it, as it appeared 
almost more than my weak hpdy and nerves could 
bear, and I then felt more powerfully than at any 
former time, that we need to have glorified bodies to 
bear " the fulness of joy" as expressed in Psalm xvi. 
The awful temptations to disbelief and unbelief which 
tormented me in my time of darkness entirely passed 
away—awful, because it was to disbelieve all I had 
previously believed and taught others, as though it was 
all a delusion, and unbelief as to some parts of the 
word of God which I had not previously questioned. 
The intensity of that joy gradually subsided into quiet
ness of spirit, leaving behind its blessed effects, so that 
I have not since had any such sore temptations. The 
various feelings of my need, in darkness, sorrow, and 
joy, are therefore described in the following pages; and 
while some might think it would have been preferable 
to state only that which is pleasing, yet that would not 
answer the end I have in f iew, which is to comfort 
tried and afflicted believers, whatever their state may 
be. 

In the midst of all, whether of sorrow or joy, my 
mental faculties remained, and still remain, unimpaired ; 
and as my mind was always active, I was frequently 
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composing, though unable to write or dictate to others, 
as the distressing nervous irritation in my head still 
remained, and whenever I attempted either I was com
pelled to desist. But among my other natural endow
ments, for which I continually thank God, He has been 
pleased to give me a good memory, so that as those 
compositions accumulated from year to year they 
remained in my mind, and I looked forward to the 
time when I should be able to write them out, believing 
that God had given them to me for the benefit of others. 
Year after year, however, passed away, not only with
out any appearance of this being realized, but my 
nervous state,.from such continued suffering, became 
greater, and in the beginning of last year I was 
attacked by bronchitis and congestion of the lungs, 
which confined me to my bed for nearly three months, 
and for ten weeks I had scarcely any sleep, so that my 
nerves and general health were so completely shattered, 
that I was "like a broken vessel" (Psalm xxxi. 12), 
and recovery appeared to be almost impossible. But, 
notwithstanding all feelings and appearances to the 
contrary, I was assured that God had yet something 
for me to do, and that I should recover. I knew that 
God could do everything (Job xlii. 2), and thai 
"nothing was too hard" for Him to do (Gen. xviii. 14; 
Jer. xxxii. 17), and I trusted Him according to what 
He is revealed in His power and goodness to be, and 
the result proved that I did not trust Him in vain. 
God not only raised me up from that sickness, hut as 
I gained strength He removed all my previous dis
tressing nervous irritation and connected ailments, so 
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that I felt the time long looked for had arrived when 
I should begin to write, and when I attempted it I 
found I could do more than I expected. By writing a 
little daily, or at intervals, I at length, without any 
mental difficulty, transcribed all that had accumulated 
in my mind for many years, and the compositions were 
all as clear and fresh as when first composed. I do not 
present these as all the musings in my affliction, as 
that would make a volume far beyond what I think 
desirable for the object I have in view; but I hope 
there is sufficient truth to be useful and profitable, not 
only to the invalid, but to Christians generally, who 
more or less need help in their varied circumstances. 
To the invalid I would give a word of counsel, not to 
read or be read to more than at any time would be 
sufficient for easy and profitable meditation. Some 
persons read little and profit much, others read much 
and profit little; but to encumber the mind with a 
quantity of undigested matter is as hurtful to it as it 
would be to partake of a quantity of food for the body 
beyond what it can bear for nourishment and strength. 

Should any be in particular trial, needing help in 
prayer, if they would acquaint me with it I shall 
gladly thus seek to be their helper with God. I shall 
also feel thankful, if any derive help and comfort from 
the perusal of these pages, or any particular part, that 
they would kindly inform me of it, either by them
selves or those around them, that I may have the 
comfort of knowing that I have not sent them forth 
in vain. Indeed, I know that I shall not have been 
mistaken in expecting the blessing of God upon them, 



PREFACE. Vll 

as the whole has been connected with so much prayer 
that I feel assured I have the mind of God in publish
ing them. I do not send them forth with any doubt 
upon that point; and if my protracted period of suffer
ing, with increased experience of what God is, what 
man is, and what Satan is, should prove profitable to 
others, it will enable me more abundantly than I have 
yet done to thank Him for it, that through the thanks
giving of many it may redound to the glory of God. 
(2 Cor. iv. 15.) 

I have been rather particular in stating my past 
state, not with any desire to speak of myself, but of 
the goodness of God to me, and, as David did so often, 
to speak well of His name. I have also stated it with 
the hope that some who are suffering in similar cir
cumstances may be encouraged thereby to trust God 
more steadfastly for present help and future deliverance. 
And now, dear Christian reader, seeing that God in 
His beloved Son hath made with us "an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and sure," may " grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you through the know
ledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord." " Unto Him 
that loveth us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion 
for over and ever. Amen." (2 Samuel xxiii. 5; 2 Peter 
i. 2 ; Eev. L 5.) J. E. 

Newport, BarnttapU. 
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I WISH to send these " musings" forth 
(To east and west, to south and north) 
Among the tempted saints of God, 
Or those who feel His chastening rod, 
With hope that sueh therein may find 
Something to help the troubled mind 
(Whate'er the grief, whate'er the smart), 
Something to ease the aching heart, 
And with right thoughts and feelings meet 
To lead them to the mercy-seat, 
Where Jesus lives to intercede 
For all His saints in all their need; 
And God our Father listens there, 
To hear the suffering mourner'* prayer. 
Whether thy grief be great or small, 
There go, tried Christian, tell out all, 
And ask of God for suitqd grace 
(Such as will fully meet thy case) 
To bear, to suffer, or to wait 
Till God in mercy change thy state. 
But if thy sorrow be so deep 
That thou canst only sigh and weep, 
Yet sighs* and tears to God are known, 
And reach His ear upon His throne. 
But if in wisdom and in love 
Thy trial He doth not remove, 
Yet, as a loved and suffering one, 
Helps thee to say, " Thy will be done ;" 
In either case 'twill be thy gain. 
So may it be. I now remain 
Thine, in the everlasting bonds 
Of faith and love in Christ, j EDMONDS. 

* Psalm xiLS. 



MUSINGS IN AFFLICTION. 

THE AFFLICTIONS OF JOB. 
" Than was a man in the land of Us, whose name was Job; and that man 

was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil." 
Jrai. 1. 

JOB was a remarkable person for the time in which he 
lived. The place where he resided was southward of 
Judea; and from Genesis xxxvi., where the genealogies 
of Esau and the Horites are given, it appears that Uz 
was the eldest son of Aram, and that part of the 
country of which he took possession was called by his 
name. Job therefore appears to have been a descendant 
of Seir, the Horite; and as Esau, during the twenty 
years Jacob was in Syria, had taken possession of a 
mountainous tract of eountry in the land of Seir (Gen. 
xxxii. 3), and collected so many persons around him, 
evidently with the view of conquest, so as to be able 
to bring four hundred men with him to meet Jacob, 
and as the country was afterwards named Edom, it 
appears that his descendants conquered the Horites, 
and that they were blended with the conquerors, and 
became one people. The friends of Job appear to have 
been descendants of Esau, Eliphaz being the name of 

s 
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his son, and doubtless they were men of importance in 
Edom, and had sought and obtained the friendship of 
Job, their powerful neighbour in the adjoining territory. 
They as descendants of Abraham still retained some 
knowledge of the true God, and uttered some groat 
truths, though they did not understand the character 
of God as Job did; but thought that God, who had 
shown such outward favour to their ancestor, could not 
visit a righteous man with such afflictions, and there
fore that God must have a controversy with Job for 
evil, and they remained with him to see the result. 

In those early days places were named from those 
who settled in them. There were two persons named 
Uz—one a son of Shem, and another a son of Esau. 
(1 Chron. i.) From the same chapter we may con
clude that Job was descended from the latter— 

Abraham 
I I 

Jacob, Esau, 
Levi, Eeuel, 
Amram, ' Zorab, 
Moses, Jobab, 

and that the knowledge of the true God still remained 
with some descendants of Esau, of which Job was one, 
and became great and powerful in the land. That, like 
most young men, he was a sinner in his early days 
appears clear from his own statement: " Thou writest 
bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the 
iniquities of my youth." (Chap, xiii 26.) Yet that he 
was converted in his youth is also evident from chap, 
xxiv. 4. He evidently lived to please God, and such 
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is the testimony of God respecting him to Satan, his 
and our cruel adversary. 

From the statement in 1 Chronicles, he appears to 
have been contemporary with Moses, and it is there
fore probable that the common opinion of the book 
having been written by Moses is correct. While in 
Midian he might have become acquainted with the 
circumstances, statements, and writings respecting Job, 
and seeing the great value of the history, collected all 
together, and put them in the form in which they are 
now presented to us. 

Different opinions have been given as to his family 
and the time in which he lived. At the end of the 
Greek and Arabic copies of the book of Job we read 
these words, said to be taken from the Syriac: " Job 
dwelt in the Ausitis, on the confines of Idumea 
(Edom) and Arabia; his name at first was Jobab. He 
married an Arabian woman, by whom he had a son 
called Ennon. He himself was son of Zerah, of the 
posterity of Esau, and a native of Bozrah; so that he 
was the fifth from Abraham. He reigned in Edom, and 
the kings after him reigned in this order: Balak, the 
son of Beor, in the city of Dinhabah; after him Job 
(otherwise called Jobab). Job was succeeded by 
Husham, prince of Teman. After him reigned Hadad, 
the son of Bedad, who defeated the Midianites in the 
fields of Moab. The name of his city was Arith. 
Job's friends who came to vsit him were Eliphaz, of 
the posterity of Esau, and king of Teman; Bildad, 
king of the Shuhites ; and Zophar, king of the 
Naamathites." This is the most ancient account 
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of Job's genealogy. Aristeas, Philo, and Polyhistor 
acknowledged it to be true; as did the Greek and 
Latin fathers. The tradition is derived probably from 
the Jews. I refer to it as it proves the interest taken in 
his history in ancient times, and the care in endeavour
ing to perpetuate it, as unlike anything previously 
known in the history of mankind. 

In considering the case of Job I shall divide it 
thus— 

1. His character. 
2. His possessions. 
3. The period of his prosperity. 
4. His adversity. 
5. His afflictions. 
6. His patience. 
7. His deliverance. 
I. His character. He was perfect and upright—one 

that feared God and eschewed* evil The purity of 
his moral character is described in chap. xxxi. In the 
days of his sons' feasting he offered burnt-offerings for 
them, according to their number. The burnt-offering 
was typical of the one perfect offering of Christ, and 
as such it is placed first of the offerings in Leviticus. 
Its import and design appears to have been well under
stood by believers, from Abel onwards, and it was the 
only sacrificial offering for two thousand five hundred 
years, until other additional offerings were commanded 
by God to the Israelites after their exodus from Egypt, 
which explained more fully the mind of God in con
nection with the burnt-offering. 

* Xscteir, to fly, to avoid, to skin. 
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II. His possessions. Supposing the yoke of oxen to 
be only two, the number of cattle was eleven thou
sand five hundred; the pasturing of such an immense 
number required a great extent of territory; so that 
it might indeed be said he "was the greatest of all 
men of the East." 

" He had seven sons and three daughters." 
" And a very great household." 
III. The period of his prosperity. He dwelt as king 

in the army. 
" When he went into the city, the young men hid 

themselves." 
" The aged arose, and stood up." 
" The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand 

on their mouths." 
"The nobles held their peace, and their tongue 

cleaved to the roof of their mouth." 
" When the ear heard him, it blessed him; and when 

the eye saw him, it gave witness to him." 
"He delivered the poor when he cried, the father

less, and him that had no helper." 
" The blessing of him that was ready to perish came 

upon him: and he caused the widow's heart to sing for 
joy." 

" He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame." 
" A father to the poor: and the cause he knew not 

he searched out." 
" He brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the 

spoil out of his teeth." (Chap, xxix.) 
The above was not only a defence of himself against 

the unfounded accusations of his misjudging friends, 
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but a challenge to them, if they could, to disprove his 
statement. 

IV. His adversity. All his possessions swept away 
as it were with a stroke; his servants slain; and the 
last and heaviest blow of all, his ten children killed by 
the house in which they were feasting falling upon 
them. After all this awful bereavement, "Job arose, 
rent his mantle, shaved his head, fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped; and said, Naked came I out 
of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. 
Jehovah gave, and Jehovah hath taken away : blessed 
be the name of Jehovah. In all this Job sinned not, 
nor charged God foolishly." 

Thus, instead of cursing God as Satan said he would, 
he blessed God, who he thought had brought these 
trials upon him. Though the arch-fiend insinuated 
that Job was a religious hypocrite, who only professed 
to love and serve God because he had prospered in ob
taining such great possessions; yet he did not believe it. 
Satan knows what men are by what they are in secret, 
and by their private unobserved conduct and ways; and 
as it is his work to make men hypocrites, to appear 
outwardly what they are not inwardly, he knew that 
he had not made Job such, and he who was "a liar, 
and the father of. i t" (John viiL 44), knew he was 
lying to God in his statement respecting one he hated 
for the grace and goodness in him. Having fallen from 
the favour of God himself, he hates man whom God 
sent His Sou to save; and with special hatred all those 
who are brought from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. (Acts xxvi. 18.) It is evi-
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dent from Job's statement that he had not trusted in 
gold or in his wealth (Chap. xxxi. 24, 25); and there
fore the loss of his substance was not that which so 
affected him, as it would have done if he had only 
served God for what He then allowed Satan to take 
take from him in such an awful manner. 

Satan's cruelty and hatred was increasingly manifested 
in that, after he wrested from the righteous man all he 
could in property and his children, he again, as "the 
accuser of the brethren before God day and night" 
(Rev. xii. 10), appeared before God, who knew the 
object for which he came; and said to him, " Whence 
comest thou?" and receiving the same reply as before, 
asked again, "Hast thou considered my servant Job?" 
&c 

This word " considered," evidently implies that He 
knew he had been pondering what further he could 
do against him. God again commended His faithful 
servant; but with daring boldness Satan replied, "But 
put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face." And 
Jehovah said, " Behold, he is in thine hand; but save 
his life." With this permission "he went forth from 
the presence of Jehovah, and smote Job with sore boils 
from the sole of his foot unto his crown." This is 
supposed to have been the black leprosy, called by the 
Greeks Mephanticms, because it renders the skin hard 
and black, like the skin of the elephant, furrowed with 
tubercles. This loathsome disease is accompanied with 
intolerable itching. (Chap. ii. 8; xxx. 31; xxx. 17.) 

"And when Job's three friends heard of all this 
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evil that was come upon him, they came every one 
from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad 
the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naaniathite: for they 
had made an appointment together to come to mourn 
with him, and to Comfort him. And when they lifted 
up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted 
up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward 
heaven. So they sat down with him upon the ground 
seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word 
unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great" 
They were great and very aged men. (xxxii. 9 ; xv. 10.) 
When these great men saw their former great friend in 
that condition, we cannot wonder that they were 
astonished at the sad reverse. 

Elihu the Buzite, son of Barachel, of the kindred 
of Earn (or Aram), is not named as coming with them; 
hut as he was with them evidently all the time they 
were there, we may conclude that he was with Job 
before they came. He was of the Abrahamic family, 
though not in a direct line from Abraham through Esau, 
as Job and his three friends were, but from Nahor, 
Abraham's brother. Buz, evidently the father of the 
Buzites, was the second son of Nahor, and Aram was 
descended from him, and to that kindred Elihu 
belonged. (Gen. xxii 20, 21.) 

The original author of the book of Job has been a 
subject of difficulty; for though most writers are of 
opinion that Moses wrote the book as it now appears, 
yet more have attributed the narrative to Job, which 
is not at all probable, as in his great sufferings of 
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body and mind he was not in a condition to write 
down anything, it being as much as he could do to 
bear the weight of his accumulated sorrows. Elihu as 
the youngest waited with due deference to his aged 
relatives until Job and they had done speaking; and 
as the controversy lasted a considerable time it is 
evident that he did not trust to memory, as he, when 
speaking at the close, referred to what had been said 
by them. 

I have therefore no doubt that he wrote down all 
that was said, and that the records of it remained in 
the family of Job, from whom Moses derived them. 
Moses in Midian was near the land of Uz, and the 
tradition concerning him was then fresh in that 
country. He must with his spiritual discernment 
have seen what a blessing the narrative would be to 
believers in after ages. He must have felt greatly 
honoured by God if led by Him to collect and tran
scribe the narrative for general perusal, and must have 
felt also deeply interested in recording the remarkable 
events relative to one so intimately connected with his 
own ancestral and national history. 

In considering the genealogies in Scripture of Job 
and his friends, it appears to me that they lived a few 
generations distant from Abraham, probably at some 
period between the time of Jacob going down into 
Egypt and the birth of Moses, and that Job was the 
second king of Edom, according to 1 Chron. i. 35-44. 

V. His afflictions. Satan was the author of them. 
They were sevenfold. 

1. The loss of his possessions. This in itself did 
B 
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not distress him; but when time had been given to 
reflect upon them, it was doubtless pressing heavy on 
his mind. One messenger after another came, not 
even allowing time to tell the evil tidings before 
another appeared; Satan thus endeavouring to over
whelm him at once, if possible, without giving time for 
reflection. But not only to think he had been spoiled 
by cruel robbers, but murderers, and that all but one 
of each band of servants were consumed by fire or lay 
dead in the fields, slain by the sword, must have pro
duced a most painful effect on his mind. Satan and his 
host must have been extensively active in the work of 
destruction and deprivation. 

2. It is evident that, notwithstanding what Satan 
had said to God, he did not believe that the loss of 
his possessions would induce Job to curse God; he 
therefore, with satanic cruelty, came nearer to his 
heart in the death of his children. Even when the 
tidings of their sudden and awful death closed the 
detail of his other bereavements, he bowed his head 
and worshipped. 

3. Satan, foiled in this, also determined then, if 
possible, to attack him personally; and having gained 
permission from God for this, with the reservation of 
preserving his life, he went forth and smote him with 
the terrible disease before mentioned. 

4. Thus attacked on every side, he had then another 
trial to encounter in the sarcastic remark of his wife. 
She was compelled to acknowledge his former integrity, 
but when possessions, children, and health were gone, 
she thought there was nothing worth living for, and 
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bade him to curse God, and die. It is evident that she 
knew nothing of God, His grace, or His ways; and 
having lived only in the sunshine of outward pros
perity, she had not profited in the least degree by the 
godly life and example of her husband. It also 
appears from chap. xix. 17 that she avoided him as 
much as possible in his sorrowful condition. If she 
had possessed the common feelings of humanity, we 
might have expected that as a wife and a mother she 
would have sympathized with her husband in their 
mutual bereavement; but Satan hardened her heart, 
and used her to add to the bitter feelings of pain and 
sorrow that had come upon him. 

5. In the seven days and nights of silence, the 
reflections upon what had passed told heavily upon 
the mind of the bereaved sufferer. The conduct of 
his wife must have affected him greatly; and the 
sorrowful consideration that his children had been 
taken away without hope of their being saved was no 
doubt a bitter ingredient in his cup of sorrow. That 
such was their state we may judge from the fact that 
he feared they had cursed God in their hearts in their 
feast-days, and therefore offered burnt-offerings for 
them. Feelings of sorrow pent up in the mind are 
corroding to the spirit; and in the third chapter he broke 
forth in severe exclamations against the day of his 
birth. Life had become scarcely endurable; and in 
chap. x. 1 he said he was weary of his life, and he 
would speak in the bitterness of his souL In chapters 
xix. and xxx. he pathetically describes his sorrows; 
but in the midst of the wreck and ruin around him, 
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" like a pelican of the wilderness, and like an owl of 
the desert" (Ps. ciL 6)j forlorn, solitary, and forsaken, 
bearing bis afflictions alone, be rose above them all 
(chap. xix. 23-27), in declaring bis faith in the 
coming Bedeemer. In those few verses we have his 
faith recorded in four particulars. 

i " I know that my Redeemer liveth." 
ii. The coming of the Lord. "And that He shall 

stand at the latter day upon the earth." 
iii. The resurrection. "Though after my skin 

worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 
God." 

iv. The glorified body. "Whom I shall see for 
myself, and not another; though my reins be con
sumed within me;" or as in the margin, "consumed 
within me with earnest desire for that day." 

It is evident from chap. iii. 25 that he bad a pre
monition of approaching trial: "The thing which I 
greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was 
afraid of is come unto me." But when it came it was 
like a tempestuous sea; wave upon wave, rushing in 
upon his distracted mind, threatening to overwhelm 
him; but faith in the living Bedeemer, knowing that 
he was a redeemed sinner, stemmed the torrent of 
mental agony, and preserved his mind from being 
entirely overthrown. His soul was thus sustained, 
and he looked forward to deliverance. " When he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold." (xxiii. 10.) I t 
was the secret sustainment to my soul when under the 
pressure of bodily and mental suffering by reason of 
manifold temptations, accompanied with the assurance 
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of future deliverance. When Satan raises a storm 
against us without and within, God still is mindful of 
us, and " comforteth those that are cast down" when 
all things outwardly appear to be against us. "His 
mercy endureth for ever;" and He hath said, " I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 

6. We cannot doubt that the three friends of Job 
desired, when they came, " to mourn with him and to 
comfort him;" but during the interval of silence they 
appear to have had other thoughts respecting him, and 
considered he was suffering under the judgment of 
God for unknown eviL They said many things that 
were true and good of their kind, but they had not 
correct thoughts of God in His dealings with His 
people. They thought that God, as a righteous God, 
could not but act in kindness to a righteous person; 
and that if Job had been what he professed to be, 
these calamities could not have come upon him. 
Hence their unjust accusations against him, and 
though he defended himself against them, and declared 
that they were "forgers of lies" (xiii. 4), yet they 
were determined against disbelieving these allegations. 
This was another great trial to him; for although the 
consciousness of having acted with rectitude preserved 
him from the accusations of a guilty conscience, yet 
these statements of his friends were arrows from 
Satan's quiver to wound his troubled mind. None 
understood his case; and when "the troops of Tema 
looked, the companies of Sheba waited for them. 
They were confounded because they had hoped; they 
came thither, and were ashamed." (vL 19, 20.) These 
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were evidently those who were under the dominion of 
his friends, and came to them in their absence from 
their places of government, and they were confounded 
when they saw the man once in honour and glory 
stripped of all, and lying so loathsome, a spectacle too 
painful to witness. From Tema they came who were 
under Eliphaz the Temanite, and from Sheba under 
his other friends. Sheba was a descendant of Ham, 
the son of Noah (Gen. x. 1-7), and he settled on 
the south-east of Arabia, all of them adjoining the 
dominions of Job in Edom. 

It appears from chap. xxii. 21 that his friends 
believed that he had formerly honoured God, but had 
departed from Him, and Job considered that they 
suspected him of having secretly become an idolater, 
and therefore the judgments of God had come upon 
him. Idol image worship does not appear to have 
been then established in Edom as it was afterwards 
(2 Chron. xxv. 20); but the sun and moon were early 
objects of worship, and were then such in Edom. 
Hence he clears himself from the suspicion of wor
shipping them. " If I beheld the sun when it shined, 
or the moon walking in brightness; and my heart hath 
been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my 
hand: this also were an iniquity to be punished by 
the judge: for I should have denied the God that is 
above." (xxxi. 26-28.) This is nearly the last attempt 
that he made to maintain his integrity against the 
unfounded charges of his mistaken friends. 

7. Ill-treatment from others. If his wife and his 
friends, who were with him, were against him, we 
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cannot wonder that others should be also. He spoke 
of it as feeling deeply the indifference, scorn, contempt, 
and indignity which he had to endure. " He hath put 
my brethren far from me, and mine acquaintance are 
verily estranged from me. My kinsfolk have failed, 
and my familiar friends have forgotten me. They that 
dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a 
stranger: I am an alien in their sight. I called my 
servant, and he gave me no answer; I intreated him 
with my mouth. My breath is strange to my wife. . . . 
Yea, young children despised me; I arose, and they 
spake against ma All my inward friends abhorred me: 
and they whom I loved are turned against me." (xix. 
13-19.) Also in xxx. he spoke of vile persons, " Now 
am I their song, yea, I am their by-word. They abhor 
me, they flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my 
face." Base, ignoble minds are ready to act thus with 
the fallen; but noble, well-regulated minds know how 
to treat with respect and propriety those who are in 
prosperity or in adversity. 

The fallen monarch, stripped of his glory, and the 
crown taken from his head (xiv. 9), the victim of 
Satan's malice and power, whose troops and terrors 
came upon him as the breaking in of waters (xix. 12; 
xxx. 14, 15), despoiled of his substance, bereaved, 
smitten with disease, in suffering of body and agony 
of mind, falsely accused, despised and insulted, sitting 
in sackcloth and ashes (xvi. 15), a spectacle to angels 
and to men, was in all this as much loved and esteemed 
by God as when in the height of his prosperity the 
candle (lamp) of God shined upon his head, and when 
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by His light lie walked through darkness, (xxix. 3.) 
"Jehovah seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the 
heart" (1 Samuel xvi. 7.) And He was preparing for the 
oppressed sufferer a great and remarkable deliverance. 

VI. His patience. Patience is passive endurance. 
The degree of it in any one under suffering must be 
judged in the same way as faith, not according to any 
occasional outburst of impatience, but according to the 
general evident endeavour of the sufferer to bear all 
patiently. Job manifested impatience when driven 
almost to madness (vi 26), and choosing death rather 
than life (vii. 15); but when James refers to his case, 
he only mentions his patience. Neither did God 
reprove him for it afterwards; for " as a father pitieth 
his children, so Jehovah pitieth them that fear Him. 
For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we 
are dust." (Psalm ciii 13, 14.) He remembered what 
he had to bear, and judged him according to His 
pitifulness and tender mercy. 

Some believers are called to pass through greater 
trials than others, but are in a measure comforted by 
the love and sympathy of those around them; while 
others have, like Job, 

" To tread alone 
Some barren waste with thorns o'ergrown;" 

and in such circumstances they need the consolation 
whioh they can find only in' God. 

Among the numerous and various ways in which 
God is presented to us in the Scriptures to encourage 
us to look to Him for all the grace and help we need 
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are the following: " The God of all grace " (1 Peter v. 
10); "The God of hope" (Kom. xv. 13); "TJie God 
of patience and consolation" (Eom. xv. 5); and "The 
God of peace." (Heb. xiii. 20.) 

Patience is frequently commended in Scripture, and 
the need of seeking to obtain it. The apostle James 
mentions it several times in his epistle, and sums up 
all its excellency in two verses, wherein it is implied 
that if this is perfect in us, all other grace will increase 
in proportion to it. " Knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But let patience hare 
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing." (i. 3, 4.) May we be enabled to 
trust God according to what He is revealed to be to us 
"in the Scripture of truth." (Daniel x. 21.) 

VIL His deliverance. We now come to the close of 
this eventful history, which abounds with deep instruc
tion to the thoughtful children of God. The Lord first 
reasons with Job, and to some it may appear surprising 
that He should only speak to him about natural things 
rather than spiritual. But the reason is evident; it was 
to show to Job that he understood little or nothing of 
the common things in creation, and therefore he could 
not naturally understand the reason why God often 
acted, as with him, so mysteriously in His providence, 
until He was pleased in due time to explain it, and 
then all would appear clear, and would prove that 
He " is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in work
ing." (Isaiah xxviii. 29.) This brought Job to say, 
" I have uttered that I understood not; things too 
wonderful for me, which I knew not. I have heard of 
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thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dust and ashes." (xlii.} The Lord then turned to 
Job's friends, and said, " My wrath is kindled against 
thee (Eliphaz) and thy two friends; for ye have not 
spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant 
Job hath." The burnt-offering is now commanded as 
the great propitiatory sacrifice for sin, and Job is to be 
their intercessor with God. I have alluded to the 
sevenfold action of Satan against Job, and now God 
in sevenfold way acts for him. The clouds that so 
long hung over him were now dispersing by the power 
of God. 

" When frowns appear to veil His face, 
And clouds surround His throne, 

He hides the purpose of His grace, 
To make it hotter known." SWAIN. 

God, having vindicated His own character, then pro
ceeds— 

1. To vindicate the character of Job. "Ye have 
not spoken of me the thing that, is right, as my 
servant Job hath." The one they had defamed is the 
only one then to be their helper. What must have 
been their confusion and astonishment to find that God 
was angry with them and justifying Job, and that He 
would deal with them according to their folly, unless 
they did as He commanded them'! The noble and godly 
mind of Job rose above all the feelings connected with 
their misconduct towards him, and he doubtless felt 
thankful that he was the only one honoured, selected, 
and privileged by God to intercede with Him on their 
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behalf. Such are the wonderful ways of God. Job 
then proved what David many centuries afterwards 
expressed, " Commit thy way unto Jehovah; trust also 
in Him; and He will bring it to pass. And He shall 
bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy 
judgment as the noonday." (Psalm xxxvii. 5, 6.) 

2. Delivering him from the terrible disease which 
has so long tormented him, which to outward appear
ance appeared to be incurable, and likely to end in 
death. 

3. Removing all the distressing agonies of his mind, 
and giving him rest and peace. 

4. All his friends and acquaintance returning to him, 
each appearing as if by united agreement to bring him 
a piece of money, and an ear-ring of gold. 

5. Giving him twice as much earthly substance as 
before. 

6. Giving him as many children as before. 
7. Prolonging his life, which Satan desired to take 

away, one hundred and forty years, to see his sons and 
his sons' sons, even four generations. 

" When He males bare Hie arm, 
Who shall His work withstand ? 

When He His people's cause defends, 
Who then shall stay His hand ? " 

GKEHARDT. 

The high estimation in which Job was considered 
by God is seen not only in the commendation of him 
to Satan and Job's friends, but also in after times. 
God distinguished him by name, with peculiar honour 
in connection with Noah and Daniel, when speaking 
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of them to the prophet Ezekiel, (xiv. 12-20.) In all 
the efforts of Satan to overcome him, he was at length 
utterly confounded. The light he sought to extinguish 
only shone the hrighter after heing for a time obscured, 
even for a longer period than before his calamities 
came upon him. 

" Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace: 

Behind a frowning Providence 
He hath a smiling face. 

Blind unbelief is ewe to err, 
And scan His work in vain : 

God U Hit own interpreter. 
And He will make it plain." COWPEB. 

My first thought in considering the afflictions of 
Job was only to make a few remarks upon them in 
connection with the poetry; but the more I pondered 
over this statement, I felt that I could not do justice to 
the subject without entering into a comprehensive view 
of the whole. Even now I have only noticed some of 
the principal points, and those who desire a full and 
accurate view of it must read the book through, prayer
fully, gradually, and very attentively, to form a correct 
judgment of his manifold sufferings. 

The design of the book, and Us value to the children 
of God. There are many lessons of instruction which 
the thoughtful Christian may derive from perusing it; 
but I only state a few things that appear plain and clear. 
1. The awful hatred of Satan to God, to man as man, 
and to the righteous. No amount of godliness and 
devotedness to God can preserve us from his power; on 



THE AFFLICTIONS OF JOB. 29 

the contrary, it invites him to use it against us if God 
permit him to do so. The daring effrontery with which 
he contradicted God in his approval of Job was in 
effect to say, I do not believe what you state concern
ing him. If thus he dare act towards God, we cannot 
wonder as to anything he may do against us. As far 
as my knowledge extends, I think believers have a very 
imperfect idea of his malice and power, and what he 
can do, as this book unfolds to us. 2. It shows what 
we are, if left at all to ourselves, under the pressure of 
trial and temptation. 3. What God is on our behalf, 
and that in the darkest circumstances; if we trust Him, 
we shall see that He will do great things for us, and 
appear for our help and deliverance. The book has 
been a great comfort to me in my affliction, by con
sidering that if God sustained and delivered Job under 
far greater sorrows than mine, He can do the same 
for me, as the issue has proved, and therefore I 
thank God greatly that the book was written. 4. To 
warn us to be cautious that we do not misjudge those 
who may be in great and remarkable trials, as though 
they were under the judgment of God for evil com
mitted, as it may be only for that of faith, to purify as 
gold in the furnace of affliction, to fit the vessel of 
mercy more for the Master's use. Some are more dis
posed to rash judgment than others; but all need to 
take the warning here given, lest by acting contrary to 
it God should rebuke them in His displeasure for their 
conduct God is continually acting in retribution in 
the church and in the world for wrong-doing to others; 
but it is but little understood, because there is no 
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audible voice of God as to Jot ' s friends to say that He 
is thus dealing with them. (Jer. xvii. 9, 10.) May He 
give us grace and wisdom to act towards all so as to 
please Him. 

I doubt not that there are a vast number of believers 
under great and peculiar trials, and if these pages should 
meet the eye or ear of such, I hope the consideration of 
this subject will be helpful to patience, faith, and hope, 
and that they will enter more into the designof this book, 
and prove its value to them more than at any former 
period. To read it only as a history of former times 
will not profit the soul; but to read it as written for our 
instruction, help, and comfort is the end for which it is 
given to us in these last days, upon whom the ends of 
the ages are come. (1 Cor. x. 11.) 

WHEN Satan, on mischief intent, 
And hatred to man most profound, 

Through the earth itinerant went, 
He Job in prosperity found. 

By God in His favour beloved, 
He felt not the enemy's power, 

Who then, as now, lion-like roved, 
Seeking whom he might tempt or devour. 

To heaven allowed to ascend, 
He met with the myriads there 

Assembled on God to attend, 
To hear what their God would declare. 

He hinted that Job had no grace, 
That this would be certainly proved; 

And he would curse God to His face, 
If God his possessions removed. 
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But God in His wisdom and love 
Permitted the tempter to try 

If Job an apostate would prove, 
Jehovah to curse and deny. 

Afflictions and trials he sent, 
Bereavements, and sorrow, and pain ; 

What malice and rage could invent 
He tried, but he tried them in vain. 

As Job was thus guarded and blest, 
And Satan defeated with shame, 

So God, who sustains the opprest, 
To us still remaineth the same. 

On Him we may safely depend, 
When to Him in trial we pray 

To keep us throughout to the end, 
Until He shall take it away. 

Then may we repose in His love, 
Though outward things terrible seem, 

Assured that He faithful will prove 
Who gave up His Son to redeem. 

The trial of faith may be great, 
And often mysterious His ways ; 

But soon we shall see, if we wait, 
That all will redound to His praise. 
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HELP IN NEED. 

" Cast thy burden npon Jehorah, and He shall sustain thee: He shall 
never coffer the righteous to be mored."—PSAIJC IT. 22. 

0 GOD, I call on Thee for help 
In this my time of need ! 

And as a poor and needy one 
Thy promises I plead. 

1 come to Thee expecting help; 
Nor can I hope in vain, 

Though faith and hope be greatly tried, 
Ere I relief obtain. 

My God, I look to Thee for help, 
By faith within the vail, 

Where Jesus lives to intercede, 
And will for me prevail. 

Father, I trust in Thee for help, 
Relying on Thy word; 

Therein I read of help obtained 
By trusting in the Lord. 

While waiting thus on Thee for help, 
Grant such a waiting frame 

That, when delivered, I with joy 
May praise Thy holy name. 
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JEHOVAH IS MY STAY. 

" He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: 
for they were too strong for me. They prevented me in the day of my 
calamity: but Jehovah was my stay."—PSAL* zviii. 17, 18. 

OPPRESSED with weakness and with pain, 
I journey on my weary way ; 

From man I seek relief in vain, 
Yet still Jehovah is my stay. 

My enemies beset me sore, 
And seek to crush me night and day ; 

I never was so tried before, 
Yet still Jehovah is my stay. 

Temptations in unnumbered forms 
Assail my soul; yet I can say, 

Amidst these mental gales and storms, 
The great Jehovah is my stay. 

Afflicted, chastened, sore distressed, 
Often in vain I seem to pray ; 

In body and in mind oppressed, 
Yet still Jehovah is my stay. 

And when from these oppressions freed, 
I shall require from day to day 

Fresh strength to prove, in all my need, 
That still Jehovah is my stay. 

o 
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THE SOUL IN WEAKNESS. 

" Why art thou oast down, 0 my soul! and why art thou disquieted within 
me ? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of 
my countenance, and my God."—PSALM xlii. 11. 

0 MY soul, thy need is great, 
And thou art very weak ; 

But God, who knoweth all thy state, 
A mighty word can speak. 

He will not always leave thee so, • 
So feeble and distressed ; 

But will His power and mercy show, 
Because thou art oppressed. 

All power is unto Jesus given, 
Above at God's right hand ; 

Creatures in earth, or hell, or heaven, 
Must yield at His command. 

Then trust Him for thy utmost need, 
Who shed His precious blood, 

That for thee He might intercede, 
And plead thy cause with God. 

Peculiar mercies are in store 
For thee in future days ; 

And with new mercies, so the more 
Wilt thou the Saviour praise. 
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THE WEESTLING WITH JACOB. 

" And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day."—GEN. xxxii. 24. 

THERE appears to be a mistaken view of this passage 
on the minds of some, as I have formerly heard or 
read it stated by ministers to be a declaration of Jacob's 
wrestling with God in prayer and prevailing, and that 
believers who wrestle with God in prayer, and prevail 
by obtaining what they ask of God, are wrestling Jacobs 
and prevailing Israels. If the whole narration is care
fully and closely considered, I do not believe that it 
will bear such an application; but before I enter upon 
it, it will be needful to look at the former part of 
Jacob's history. 

Esau and Jacob were the two children of Isaac and 
Eebekah; but we have* no account of them till Gen. 
xxv. 27 : "And the boys grew: and Esau was a cun
ning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a 
plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, 
because he did eat of his venison: but Eebekah loved 
Jacob." The affection of the parents was thus divided, 
and when Isaac was old and his eyes dim that he could 
not see, and thinking he might soon die, he requested 
Esau to bring him venison that he might eat it and 
bless him before his death. Eebekah heard this, and 
desiring to obtain the blessing for Jacob, induced him 
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to get two kids from the flock to make savoury meat, 
and by covering his neck and head with the skins of 
the kids, and covering him with some of Esau's rai
ment, to go in to his father and represent himself to be 
Esau, to obtain the blessing. The artifice succeeded; 
but it nearly cost Jacob his life; for though the con
trivances of unbelief may at first succeed, they bring 
with them afterwards their attendant sorrow. Esau, 
when he discovered what Jacob had done to defraud 
him of his blessing, determined to slay him after the 
death of his father. Bebekah heard of this, and as 
one unbelieving act is frequently followed by another, 
she induced Isaac to send Jacob to her brother Laban, 
at Padan-aram, under a pretence that she did not wish 
him to take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; while, 
on the other hand, she told Jacob it was to prevent 
him being slain by Esau, and to be with her brother 
for a feio days until his anger had passed away. Alas 
for the folly of unbelieving contrivances! instead of a 
few days, he was with Laban twenty years, and we 
hear no more of Eebekah, so that it is probable she 
died in his absence; and he not only returned to see 
Isaac his father again, but Isaac lived many years 
afterwards, and Esau and Jacob, his sons, buried him 
in the cave of Machpelah, where his father Abraham 
and his mother were buried. (Gen. xxv. 27-29; xlix. 
29-33.) 

The intended blessing of Isaac. Abraham gave no 
parting blessing to Isaac before his death; for although 
he had no inheritance, and " not so much as to set his 
foot on " (Acts vii 5) in the land, yet he was assured and 
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satisfied with the promise of God that his seed should 
inherit it, and that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed—" thy seed, which is Christ" 
(GaL iii. 16)—that Isaac needed no expressed blessing 
from him; but Isaac, thinking he had the spirit of 
prophecy, professed to give his blessing to Esau—more 
from love to him for eating of his venison than for any 
excellence of character in him (Gen. xxv. 28)—but as 
to blessing him, he appears to have been greatly mis
taken. Upon the supposition that he was blessing 
Esau when in reality it was Jacob, he adds, " Cursed 
be every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that 
blesseth thee," which was perfectly contrary to the 
mind of God concerning Esau, though it might be 
true respecting Jacob. God had no such blessing in 
store for Esau; on the contrary, he was opposed to 
him and his ways (Num. xx. 14-21), for his de
scendants were idolaters (2 Chron. xxv. 20); and 
Jehovah said of the Edomites, of whom he was the 
Father, that he would punish them for their conduct 
to the descendants of Jacob (Amosi. 11,12), and that 
it was " the people against whom Jehovah had indig
nation for ever." (Malachi L 1-5.) It was moreover 
unnecessary as well as unwise, because the possessions 
of Isaac were so great (Gen. xxvi.) that at his death 
it is almost certain he would have divided them to his 
wife and sons, and they would have had sufficient for 
all they could reasonably desire, so that they might 
then be left with God to do with them as He pleased. 
God told Rebekah before the children were born that 
He had fixed their destiny, that " two nations were in 
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her womb, that one people should be stronger than the 
other people; and the elder should serve the younger." 
(Gen. xxv. 23.) She appeared to have forgotten this; 
for if she had kept it in mind, and believed what God 
had said, she would have thought that, let Isaac say 
and do what he pleased with Esau as the elder, the 
promise of God concerning Jacob would ultimately be 
fulfilled, and she would have left the whole entirely in 
the hands of God, instead of acting in unbelief and du
plicity to secure a blessing for Jacob, and involve the 
family in sin and trouble by her untoward act. Even 
when Isaac attempted to bless Esau, it was anything 
but blessing: " By thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt 
serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou 
shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his 
yoke from off thy neck." (Gen. xxvii. 40.) To live 
by his sword was to say that he would be either a free
booter or conqueror of those around him, which was 
true in the result, for he and his descendants con
quered the Horites, the original inhabitants of Seir, 
and thereby established the kingdom of Edom, which 
became an enemy to the posterity of Jacob. Abraham 
sent his servant to seek a wife for Isaac among his 
brethren; and this would probably have been the case 
with Jacob if Bebekah had waited patiently, that he 
might be sent away with honour, instead of going like 
a fugitive and outcast from the hatred and fury of his 
brother. Bebekah does not appear to have profited by 
having such a godly husband as Isaac; and up to this 
time Jacob did not know the Lord, as is evident by 
his statement at Bethel (Gen. xxviii. 20-22) as to the 
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stipulation upon what terms He should hereafter he his 
God. 

The departure of Jacob. Jacob was now sent away 
a homeless wanderer through a country and a people 
previously unknown to him. That God intended to 
show mercy to Jacob is evident, and therefore when 
lying down on his stone pillow at Luz He appeared to 
him in a remarkable dream, wherein he saw angels of 
God ascending and descending on a ladder that reached 
to heaven, and Jehovah at the top of it speaking to 
him and giving him gracious promises of future bless
ings. He then called the name of the place Bethel, 
which means " the house of God," and vowed as before 
stated, and that if all came to pass as he desired, he 
would give the tenth to God of all Jehovah might give 
to him. We do not read that this part of his vow was 
fulfilled, but we must hope that rich Jacob did what 
poor Jacob said he would do. (Gen. xxviii.) After 
this he pursued his journey and came to the residence 
of Laban, with whom he engaged to remain to serve 
him, and to have Eachel his daughter for seven years 
of service. When the time expired, Laban substitutes 
Leah, his other daughter, for Eachel, that he might gain 
seven years more service from Jacob Thus he who 
deceived his father was deceived by Laban, though, 
I doubt not, by that time he knew God as the God 
of grace upon far higher grounds than giving him food 
and raiment. Yet God would still bring the past to 
remembrance, for humiliation and confession, to vindi
cate His character for holiness and uprightness (Psalm 
xcii. 15), and to form the mind of His child according 
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to Hie own mind, and that there might be true, though, 
probably it was gradual, repentance for lying and 
hypocrisy to his father Isaac. God is often showing 
grace in some way to His children, while He humbles 
them for their past ways; as Paul never forgot, 
even when an apostle, that he held the clothes of 
those who stoned the martyr Stephen, and when 
Christians were sentenced to death he gave his voice 
against them. (Acts xxvi. 10.) Thus it went on with 
Laban and Jacob, one act of wrong upon another, so 
that Jacob declared Laban "had changed his wages 
ten times.1' (Gen. xxxi. 41.) At length, when twenty 
years had elapsed, Jacob secretly departed with his 
family and his possessions; and this brings us to 
Mahanaim, on his return to his father's house, and the 
wrestling with him in chapter xxxii. 

The Wrestling with Jacob. Jacob, on hearing by the 
messengers he sent to Esau that he was coming to him 
with four hundred men, was greatly distressed, and 
poured forth the fears of his heart in prayer to God 
for help. Now, this was not the wrestling. It was 
after that prayer and arranging the present for Esau 
that he went over the brook Jabbok, doubtless intend
ing to be alone with God for the night in prayer to be 
delivered from the expected fury of Esau. This how
ever was prevented by " a man wrestling with him till 
the break of day." He did not know who was wrestling 
with him, and therefore it could not be said that be 
was pleading with God in prayer. It was not until' the 
hollow of his thigh was touched by the heavenly stranger 
that he knew one with more than human strength waa 
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wrestling with him. Not a word of prayer escaped 
from him till then, though he still held the unknown 
one after He entreated him to let him go. The pre
vailing was, that he felt then the Lord had thus come 
to him, and he was afraid to let Him go without a bless
ing, lest he should fear he had wrestled to overcome 
Him, and that in anger He would depart from him. It 
was through weakness he found he was with the mighty 
One, and not hy prevailing strength. When the Lord 
had departed, it was evident he felt it was a mercy that 
he had obtained His blessing; and when he named the 
place Peniel, he added, " I have seen God face to face, 
and my life has been jrreserved." 

Instead therefore of it being wrestling by prayer, I 
believe it was the last wrestling with Jacob about his 
former ways, and that then the controversy with him 
about Esau was at an end, as the result proved by Esau 
meeting him with unexpected kindness, and delivering 
•him from his previous fears, though on the occasion 
he met his formerly enraged brother under a sense of 
his sin, more as a fearful suppliant than in fraternal 
relationship. But Jacob had pleaded the matter with 
God, and it was then at end with Esau. He had 
proved what the apostle Paul stated 1,700 years after
wards, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 
(Gal vi 7.) The deception he sowed to Isaac he 
reaped seven years afterwards from Laban concerning 
Eachel; and others recorded in Scripture have proved 
it also. David among others proved it. He sowed 
iniquity to Uriah, his faithful servant; he reaped in 
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Amnon his incestuous son, and in Absalom his treach
erous and rebellious son, through whom he nearly lost 
his life and his kingdom. "Jehovah is a God of 
knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed." (1 Samuel 
ii. 3.). He is also a " God of recompences" (Jeremiah 
li. 56), both for good and evil, as is recorded in many 
parts of the word of God. 

Jacob then went on his way to his father at Mamre ; 
but what stirring events were connected with his 
journey homeward. The preparation for it; the secret 
departure in quitting the hard service of wily and op
pressive Laban; the pursuit of Laban, who evidently-
intended to despoil him of every thing, but was 
prevented by the marked interposition of God; the 
fear of Esau doing the same; the wrestling and re
markable defeat of Esau's purpose by God, and their 
amicable meeting and separation; the defilement of 
Dinah, and the slaughter of the Shechemites by 
Simeon and Levi; the fear of Jacob lest the surround
ing inhabitants of the land would pursue them and 
destroy them, which was prevented by the terror of 
God falling upon them; the going up to Bethel at the 
command of God after he had induced his family to 
put away the strange gods from among them; the 
death and burial of Deborah, Eebekah's nurse; and the 
death and burial of Rachel: all these were seasons of 
trial, except the appearance of the angel to him, and his 
going up to Bethel. At length he reached his father's 
house in safety, and was apparently for a short time 
in peace, till another heavy trial came upon him in the 
secret abduction of Joseph by his cruel brethren, and by 
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their deception in making it appear that by wild beasts 
he had been slain; and indeed, but for the entreaty of 
Reuben and Judah, the rest would have slain him. 
From that time twenty years passed away, until the 
sons of Jacob brought to him the startling announce
ment : "Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over 
all the land of Egypt." Encouraged by Gcd, he then 
went down to Egypt, and there under the loving care 
and protection of Joseph lived during the remaining 
seventeen years of his life, and then departed in peace. 
(Gen. xlvii. 28.) During the twenty years no doubt 
the brethren of Joseph, as "those that set at nought 
and sold him," thought that they would hear no more of 
the dreamer and his dreams; but during that time God 
was working out the designs of His grace and goodness 
in His own marvellous way, to the confusion of the 
evil-doers, and to the glory of His own name. 

" Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill, 

He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will. 

" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so mnch dread 

Are big with merey, and shall break 
In blessings on your head." 

In closing these remarks, I would add that there is 
not a single passage of Scripture that speaks of wrest
ling with God in prayer. It is not so expressed either 
by believers in the Old Testament, or by Jesus Christ 
or the apostles in the New Testament. The only 
wrestling beside the above in the New Testament is 
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in Eph. vL 12—wrestling against Satan and his host, 
"against the wiles of the devil." There are strong 
expressions respecting prayer which the reader will 
find noticed under "Prayer," at pages 54-58, and 
which will do well to ponder. 

The history of Jacob is fraught with deep instruc
tion, and I have found it more so than at any former 
period when now reconsidering it and writing upon it. 
May we profit by it to " abhor that which is evil, and 
cleave to that which is good" (Eom. xii. 9), that while 
we receive the benefit God may have the praise. 
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THE WRESTLING WITH JACOB. 

JACOB. 

OH, tell me who Thou art that wrestleth with me now ! 
Beneath whose strength of hand I am compelled to bow 1 
A mighty one Thou art, whate'er Thy name may be; 
Then, oh, conceal it not; reveal it unto me ! 

THE LORD. 

Why ask my name 1 my strength and blessing, too, 
Might surely be enough to make it known to you. 
But why thus hold me fast t the shades of night are gone ; 
Then let me now depart, the day begins to dawn. 

JACOB. 

Now that I hear Thy voice, I know by every word 
Thou art the Almighty, ever-blessed Lord; 
And knowing now Thy name, I will not let Thee go 
Until, ere Thou depart, a blessing Thou bestow. 

THE LORD. 

Jacob, thou hast prevailed ; my blessing I impart, 
And now I change thy name : a prince with God thou art. 
Israel thou shalt be called, and from this solemn hour 
It shall be known that thou with God and man hast power. 

jACoa 
The Lord has now withdrawn, and, with a parting look 
I name the place Peniel, ere I repass the brook. 
I've seen the face of God, my life has been preserved, 
And special mercies are by God for me reserved. 
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THE CHASTENING OF GOD. 

To any one who for sin may be under the chastening hand of God. 

READER, it may be that thou art a child of God, 
In suffering and in grief beneath His chastening rod. 
Art thou corrected now because of former ways'? 
'Tis thus unto His saints that God His love displays. 

Perhaps it may appear to thy desponding mind 
That God is dealing with thee roughly and unkind; 
That He will wrestle long, then finally depart. . 
Indeed it is not so ; it is not in His heart. 

It is to cleanse thy soul, to make thee hate all sin, 
And kindle strong desire for holiness within ; 
To feel as David felt when, under great alarm, 
He penned in deep distress his penitential psalm. 

But not enough is it that thou shouldst mourn and weep ; 
Confess thy sins to God, and with contrition deep 
Search well into thy heart for sins both great and small, 
Then tell them out to God, although He knows them all. 

The word of God enjoins, in care one for another, 
That none should suffer sin to lie upon his brother. 
God acts as He commands, and loves His saints too well 
To suffer sin unchecked within their hearts to dwell. 

Let conscience do its work, although it bring to light 
The sins of former days, most hateful to thy sight 
Confess them one by one, till none are left behind ; 
It is the surest way to ease thy troubled mind. 

If this be fully done, then thou wilt surely prove 
That God is still to thee the God of truth and love. 
The time of wrestling then with thee at length will cease, 
And God will give thy soul true rest and holy peace. 
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THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

" God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord."—1 COB. i. 9. 

MY gracious God, I would record 
That Thou art faithful to Thy word ; 
This I have proved, and thousands more, 
Both now and in all time before. 

For ever blessed be Thy name ! 
Thou art eternally the same ! 
Amidst my changes, great or small, 
My God, Thou art unchanged in all. 

Long have I trusted Thee, and proved 
That faith can keep the soul unmoved ; 
And still with every passing shock, 
The " Bock of ages" is my rock. 

One thing I need, for it I pray, 
Increase my faith from day to day, 
And grant it may unwavering be, 
In casting all my care on Thee. 

As Thou art pleased still to bless, 
With proofs of love and faithfulness, 
I would continually record 
That Thou art feithful to Thy word. 
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TRIAL OF FAITH. 

"Trust 76 in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 
strength." (Margin, Hebrew, "Bock of Ages.")—ISAIAH zxvi. 4. 

I FIND I need much faith to wait 
From day to day and year to year, 

In all the changes of my state, 
Till God for my relief appear. 

The varied action of the mind, 
Produced by Satan's evil power, 

If God were not supreme and kind, 
Would soon my reason overpower. 

But God who hath sustained till now, 
Will still uphold me by His hand, 

And to His praise I shall avow, 
That by His strength alone I stand. 

His wisdom and His love are such, 
In doing what He has designed, 

That He will not allow too much 
To press my body or my mind. 

Although deliverance be delayed, 
His love and truth are still the same ; 

He will afford me timely aid, 
And I shall glorify His name. 

Patient in hope I still would wait, 
From day to day or year to year, 

Through all the changes of my state, 
Till God for my relief appear. 
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THE WAITING TIME. 

" My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him." 
PSALM lxii. 5. 

WHEN shall I come before Tliee, Lord, 
Again to hear and preach Thy word ? 
When will this long seclusion cease, 
And all within be joy and peace ? 

I greatly long again to be 
Amidst Thy chosen family, 
To meet them in the house of prayer, 
And join in holy worship there. 

I wish to prove what Thou hast done 
For me through Thy beloved Son ; 
And help Thy people on their way 
To the bright world of endless day: 

To bring Thy erring children back, 
Who've wandered from the beaten track ; 
Their sinful wan'derings to deplore, 
That they may leave Thy paths no more; 

To preach the gospel of Thy grace, 
To thousands of our fallen race, 
And through the Spirit and the Word, 
Many to bring to Christ the Lord. 

These things I earnestly desire, 
And all the grace that I require, 
To serve Thee in these latter days, 
Unto Thy glory and Thy praise. 

D 
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THE WAY OF GOD W I T H THE HOUSEHOLD 
OF FAITH. 

'' Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
. receiveth.*'—HKB. xii. 6. 

A YOUNG Christian, rejoicing in the love of God and 
the forgiveness of sins, may be startled at the above 
statement, and may think it will not be verified in his 
experience; but the reason is assigned by the apostle i n 
Eom. vii. 18 : " I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh), dwelleth no good thing." The flesh is the carnal 
mind, as described in chapter viii., which is enmity 
against God, and requires the power of God to keep i t 
under restraint. For this purpose His wise and gracious 
discipline is needed, and it may be either corrective for 
wrong-doing, or preventive that we may be preserved 
from that it might lead us into. The word paideuo, 
translated "chastening" in this chapter, does not 
always express the sense of scourging, but is differently 
rendered in the following places : " Moses was learned " 
(Acts vii. 22), " taught" (Acts xxii. 3), " may learn " 
(1 Tim. i. 20), "teaching" (Titus ii. 12). Taken there
fore together, I would express it as the spiritual educa
tion and training of the household of faith, to bring us 
into subjection to God, according to verse 9. The design 
expressed by the apostle is to make us partakers of holi
ness (v. 10), and that it may yield the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness to them which are exercised thereby. The 
word " exercised " here expresses a vigorous exercise of 
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the mind to ascertain why any trial, chastening, or dis
cipline is experienced, that we may profit by it (v. 10), 
whatever it may be. 

The design of God in this is worthy of Himself I t 
is to form and train our minds to be like His own 
mind, that thus, as grace increases, we may " serve Him 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear." (xii. 28.) 
With this desire for the believing Hebrews the apostle 
also closes the epistle. " Now the God of peace, that 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleas
ing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen." (xiii. 20, 21.) 

MY gracious Father, and my God, 
I bow beneath Thy chastening rod, 
The power of Thy hand I feel; 
But Thou who woundest thus canst heaL 

Self-discipline we so neglect, 
That from Thy word we might expect, 
That Thou wilt scourge Thy saints, to bless 
And bring forth fruits of righteousness. 

The carnal mind that dwells within 
Contains the seeds of every sin; 
These must be watched with wise control, 
Or they will overrun the soul. 

Evil to check or to prevent, 
Trials from Thee are kindly sent, 
To make us (though they cause distress), 
Partakers of Thy holiness. 
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Should it prove only faith to try, 
Yet we should ask the reason " why," 
That we may rightly understand 
The need of Thy afflicting hand. 

Instructed thus, our hearts incline 
To enter into Thy design, 
That every trial Thou shalt send 
May yield us profit in the end. 

TEMPTATION. 
" Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, 

that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He 
Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succour them that are 
tempted."—HUB. ii. 17,18. 

JESUS, my Lord, I come to Thee, 
My gracious helper now to be ; 
My refuge, fortress, and high tower, 
To shield me from the tempter's power. 
Studied devices, plots, and wiles, 
Satanic frowns or hellish smiles, 
Mark all his dealings with my soul, 
0 'er which he seeks to gain control. 
The fiery darts upon me thrown, 
Plainly declare they are his own ; 
All formed with skill, and of their kind 
Fitted to wound the strongest mind. 
In this my great infirmity 
1 cannot meet the enemy, 
To stand against such fearful power, 
As might a strong one overpower. 
Though Satan and his host are strong, 
The right doth unto Thee belong, 
To prove that they were spoiled by Thee 
In Thy most glorious victory. 
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Therefore my hope is in the Lord, 
To speak the all-commanding word. 
Oh, bid the mighty tempter flee, 
And set my troubled spirit free ! 

Then will I praise Thy glorious name, 
And all Thy wondrous works proclaim, 
When Thou shalt thus repel my foes, 
And give my spirit sweet repose. 

FERVENT DESIRE TO SERVE THE LORD. 

" Whose I am, and whom I serve."—ACTS xxvii. 23. 
"Fervent in spirit; serving the Lord."—ROM. xii. 11. 

BEFORE Thee, 0 my God, I bow, 
With hope Thou wilt deliver now ; 
From this long trial set me free, 
That I may live and work for Thee. 

Though difficult my case may be, 
Nothing can be too hard fbr Thee ; 
Thou who wilt raise the dead canst raise 
Me from this state Thy name to praise. 

Though tempted oft to doubt Thy care, 
And whether Thou wilt answer prayer; 
Yet through Thy mercy faith revives ; 
Whate'er decays, this still survives. 

Speedy deliverance I implore, 
More than at any time before. 
Oh, let there be no more delay, 
Nor let my days thus pass away ! 

But though I make this great request, 
I know Thy time must be the best; 
For that I wait, then set me free, 
That I may live and work for Thee.. 
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THE MEECY-SEAT AND PRAYER 

" And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above upon the ark; and in the ark 
thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will 
meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy-
seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of tb/i 
testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto 
the children of Israel.''—EXODUS ZXT. 21, 22. 

" Fray without ceasing."—1 THESS, T. 17. 
" Be careful (anxious) for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and sup

plication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."—PHIL. iv. 6, 7. 

"Trust in Him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before H i m : 
God is a refuge for us."—PSAIM lxii. 8. 

WHEN God had brought Israel up out of Egypt, 
He said to Moses, " Let them make me a sanctuary, 
that I may dwell among them." (Exod. xxv. 8.) 
And in giving directions for it, the first thing He com
manded to be made was the ark and mercy-seat. This 
was to show, as in the passage above cited, that He 
desired to show mercy to them, and to commune with 
them, respecting those- things which He should com
mand ; and so it is now with the spiritual Israel, the 
children of God. Dear Christian reader, are you much 
at the mercy-seat, not only praying for yourself, but 
for others also 1 Only a prayerful Christian can in soul 
be a thriving Christian. Lay all your wants and diffi
culties before the Lord; remember that " the things 
which are impossible with men are possible with God." 
(Luke xviii, 27.) If you wait long for answer to 
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prayer, remember that delay is not merely in itself 
considered a denial (Luke xviii. 1,8.) Pray for others 
who are sick or sorrowing, and for blessing upon the 
whole Church of God, notwithstanding the unscrip
tural sectarian differences which divide i t Fray for 
all the servants of Christ in their arduous work at home 
and abroad. Bemember that there are many "dark 
places of the earth full of the habitations of cruelty." 
(Psalm lxxiv. 20.) Therefore pray that God may send 
out His light and truth among them. 

Pray for the conversion of friends and relatives. 
Pray against the prevailing errors of the times, and 

that God may have mercy upon those who, religiously 
or irreligiously, are leading men on blindly to perdi
tion. 

Pray that God may raise up faithful labourers in His 
service in these last days and difficult times. Many 
such are continually failing by ill-health, and others 
depart to be with the Lord. 

"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much." (James v. 16.) To make prayer effec
tual, see that the heart is right with God. "If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me." (Psalm IxvL 18.) 

A dear friend in bodily suffering said, " The cross 
is my resting-place, and the mercy-seat is my pillow." 
The same brother also informed me that there was a 
difference between him and a Christian, who resided 
two hundred miles distant, about some business, and 
be wrote a letter in hope of it being satisfactorily 
adjusted; but before he sent it, he asked a friend, an 
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experienced servant of Christ, to read it, who, when 
he had read it, said, " I t is a good letter, but it was not 
written within the vail." He took the hint, destroyed 
the letter, and wrote another, which brought the 
brother two hundred miles to see him; and the matter 
between them was amicably settled. How different 
would be the result if after prayer all letters were 
written under the eye of God, in His presence as with
in the vail. 

In addition to the portions of Scripture previously 
quoted, I add the following for attentive considera
tion: 1 Chron. iv. 10; Matt. v. 43-48; Col. iv. 2-4; 
Eph. vi. 18-20; Eph. iii. 14 -21 ; 2 Thess, iii. 1, 2 ; 
Philemon 22 ; Col. iv. 12, 13. 

Power of Prayer. John Knox was a great and 
honoured servant of Christ in Scotland in the sixteenth 
century. Mary Queen of Scots, who reigned at that 
time, was an immoral woman; but .it is reported of 
her that she said "she feared the prayers of John 
Knox more than an army of ten thousand men." 

It is generally acknowledged that the late recovery 
of the Prince of "Wales was in answer to prayer. 

The Church of God, if scripturally constituted, is 
formed for fellowship and co-operation in the service 
of God, for mutual help to believers, and to be a bless
ing to the world in spreading abroad the knowledge of 
the truth, and proclaiming the great salvation. I had 
long prayed for others, and when I needed it others 
prayed for me; and I have felt conscious that, in con
nection with the intercession of Jesus for me, I have 
also been sustained in .my long affliction by the prayers 
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of many of my fellow-members in Christ, and have 
been so far restored by their prayers for my deliver
ance. This is God's way of recompence—" With what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again." 
(Matt. vii. 2.) In this way we have our reward for 
endeavouring to prove that we are not only members 
of Christ, but members one of another. (Rom. xii. 5.) 

But we ought not only to pray for others, and for 
the work of God at large, but we should in every 
way that we can help it forward, according to our 
means, opportunity, and ability. 

Hannah prayed for a child, and when she obtained 
it she named him Samuel, which means "heard or 
asked of God." A Christian of long standing in the 
ways of God ought to have so many answers to prayer, 
•with Samuel inscribed on'them, that they could not be 
numbered. 

The great and good Augustine, bishop of Hippo, in 
Africa, in the fifth century, used to pray, "Lord, keep 
me from that evil man, myself." 

Many years ago, when travelling from London on 
the South "Western line, I sat next to a lady, who was 
reading a small book-tract. After some time she laid 
it down, and seeing the title on the cover, I said to 
her, "Madam, you have been reading a good book." 
She said "Yes," and handed it to me. I t was on 
justification by faith, by the Archbishop of Canter
bury ; I suppose the good Dr. Sumner. After perusing 
it, I conversed with her upon the subject, and was 
satisfied that she was a true Christian. After this she 
said, " But, sir, I am in trouble, for one very dear to 

# 
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me, who once made a profession, has gone back into 
the worst form of quiet worldliness, and I cannot get 
his ear." I said, " But you have the ear of God." She 
started at the thought as new to her, and appeared 
very thankful for it From the conversation and the 
manner in which she spoke, I think that she was in 
the Church of England; that the person she alluded 
to was her husband; and that she had been bearing 
her trial without taking it to God. She left soon after 
at one of the stations. She was an interesting person, 
who I think would profit by the suggestion, and, I 
have no doubt, would afterwards lay her case before 
God. I hope that she did not pray in vain. 
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ANSWERS TO PRAYER. 
" All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall reoelve." 

MATT. xxi. 22. 
" If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it."—JOHN xiv. 14. 

" Hitherto ye hare asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall reoeive, 
that your joy may be full."—JOHN xvi. 21. 

MY chief employment now is prayer, 
Not for myself alone ; 

I pray for others too, whene'er 
A case to me is known. 

Answers to prayer I have received, 
Unnumbered, great and small; 

For those who never have believed, 
I prayed for them alL 

Neighbours to me, known or unknown, 
In sorrow or in pain, 

I have remembered at the throne, 
Nor have I prayed in vain. 

For saints in trial, sick or sad, 
Whate'er their state might be, 

Some special answers I have had 
To cheer and comfort me. 

The church and world are not forgot; 
Much have I asked and Been 

Done for them; when they knew it not 
I have their helper been. 

It also is the mercy-seat 
God doth in love provide, 

Where saints in every clime may meet, 
When land and sea divide. 

In pondering what God hath done 
In providence and grace, 

I gladly, though a feeble one, 
Give unto Him the praise. 



60 MUSINGS IN AFFLICTION. 

BEST IN GOD. 
" Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for Him."—Ps. zxxrii. 7. 

How blessed are those, 
Though surrounded with woes, 

Who still on. Jehovah securely repose. 
On Him they depend 
As their Father and friend, 

Whose love cannot alter, diminish, or end. 

They promises plead, 
And expect to succeed, 

In praying for help in time of their need ; 
For God is most true, 
And will certainly do 

Whate'er He has promised, and blessedly too. 

Whate'er they request, 
May God's loved ones rest 

In knowing that what He appoints them is best. 
Not troubled in vain, 
All will soon be made plain, 

And what now may seem loss, will then be found gain. 

The God of all grace 
Can supply in each case 

Whatever is needful for running their race. 
Their faith can increase, 
Help, sustain, and give peace, 

Till all tribulation and sorrow shall cease. 

Faith can apprehend 
What God doth intend, 

That trials should all work for good in the end. 
God's wisdom is great, 
For the issue then wait; 

It may be delayed, but will not be too late. 
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HELP IN GOD. 

" They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their faces were not 
ashamed."—Pa. xxxiv. 5. 

HEAVENLY Father, aid me now ; 
Thou canst help, and only Thou ; 
I shall not ask Thee thus in vain 
To give relief, or to sustain. 

I would-depend on Thee alone, 
And this to Thee is fully known ; 
Whate'er my state or need may be, 
" Thou canst do every thing " for me. 

I do not lesser aid despise, 
But human efforts duly prize, 
Although they prove of no avail, 
And disappointing when they fail. 

Leave me not now to pain or grief, 
Nor any thought of unbelief; 
Let not faith lessen, but increase, 
That I may be in " perfect peace." 

I would not be impatient, Lord, 
But all Thy mercies would record, 
All the assistance, grace, and love 
Which in the waiting-time I prove. 

I wait the moment to behold 
When Thou shalt bring me forth as gold ; 
Then let my soul in after-days 
Be filled with gratitude and praise. 

A 
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IN SUFFERING. 

"He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He 
inereaseth strength."—I»A. xl. St. 

FOR help to Thee, my God, I pray, 
Who hath upheld me to this day ; 
I need Thy great sustaining power 
To aid me in each passing hour. 

Often I feel upon the brink 
Of this great trial soon to sink, 
When the deep calleth unto deep, 
So that I cannot rest or sleep. 

Speak to my soul, my blessed Lord ; 
Strengthen and comfort by Thy word ; 
Suited assistance daily give, 
That I a happy life may live. 

The howling storm and threatening blast 
I hope are now for ever past, 
That former sorrows now are o'er, 
As past and to return no more. 

The case of Job is like my own, 
Who all at once was overthrown ; 
Satan in what he did designed 
To overwhelm and crush his mind. 

But Thou, his great almighty friend, 
Did bring the trial to an end; 
And soon I hope the day to see 
When Thou wilt do the same for me. 

Like Job, brought now thus very low, 
Thy pity and Thy mercy show ; 
And raise me up, that future days 
May teem with blessings to thy praise. 
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SCRIPTURE HELP. 

" Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me 
to hope. This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath 
quickened me."—Ps. oxix. 49, 50. 

ALMIGHTY God, whose love is great, 
On Thee continually I wait; 
Do thou supply my every need, 
For this most earnestly I plead. 

The Scriptures take a boundless scope, 
For help to patience, faith, and hope ; 
I on Thy word of truth depend, 
For mercies which will never end. 

Amidst the world and church's strife, 
Thou hast in grace prolonged my life ; 
Unnumbered mercies granted me 
Will bring eternal praise to Thee. 

Assist me when on Thee I call, 
Through Jesus now made Lord of all; 
His blood did for my sins atone, 
And now He sits upon the throne. 

There in the plenitude of power 
His chosen servants to empower, 
He aids His saints to lead and guide, 
To comfort, succour, and provide. 

Increasing trials on me press, 
Yet I would trust Thee not the less ; 
But if they increase, only more 
Than I have trusted heretofore. 

If strong in faith, I then shall rise 
Above my fears and enemies, 
And Thou wilt have the glory due, 
For loving-kindness ever new. 
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GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT. 
" Fear thou not; for I fun with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God : 

I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness."—ISA. xli. 10. 

MY trial is great, 
0 God, and I wait 

On Thee to release from this suffering state ; 
Unto Thee I pray 
That by night and by day 

I may be sustained in my wearisome way. 

The power of man, 
Let him do what he can, 

Compared with Thine own is reduced to a span ; 
Almighty Thou art, 
And the love of Thy heart 

Will move Thee whatever I need to impart. 

Whate'er I endure, 
Of this I am sure, 

All maladies Thou canst easily cure ; 
As this I believe, 
1 wait to receive 

What Thou wilt bestow to help and relieve. 

How glad I shall be 
That morning to see 

When from present trials I shall be free; 
A day in my days 
Productive of praise, 

Arising out of Thy wonderful ways. 

Thy love to proclaim. 
And speak well of Thy name, 

I pray may be then my delight and my aim ; 
Thy children to cheer 
Who are subject to fear, 

And comfort their hearts in their sufferings here. 
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COMFORT TO THOSE THAT MOURN. 
" The Spirit of the Lord Ood is upon me; beeause Jehovah hath anointed 

me to preach good tiding! unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proolaim liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound; to proolaim the acceptable year 
of JehoTah, and the day of vengeance of our Ood; to comfort all that 
mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of Jehovah, that He might be glorified."—I«i. 1st 1-3. 

" Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.''—MATT. V. 4. 

GRANT me, 0 God, a patient mind, 
In all things to thy will resigned ; 
Let not my present suffering be 
That which would lessen faith in Thee. 

The kind attentions others give 
Fail in attempting to relieve; 
I am entirely cast on Thee, 
My help and healer now to be. v 

Fresh consolation, Lord, impart, 
To cheer my sad and drooping heart, 
Which now is sick, through hope deferred, 
Though in a waiting frame preserved. 

The soul affected by distress 
Stoops with the weight of heaviness; 
I under weight of trial bend, 
And daily hope it soon will end. 

I oft, like Hezekiah, mourn, 
Feeling in suffering so forlorn, 
And use his words, when thus depressed, 
" Lord, ease me; for I am oppressed." 

His sickness, and a mighty foe, 
Threatened his speedy overthrow; 
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But thou didst hear and answer prayer, 
And proved thy great and loving care. 

The foe was crushed, the pain subdued, 
Joy and thanksgiving then ensued ; 
So deal with me that I may raise, 
Like him, to Thee my song of praise. 

BELIEVING A PROMISE. 

" Offer nnto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 
and call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me."—P«. 1.14,15. 

OH, wilt thou now, my loving Lord, 
Fulfil to me the gracious word 
Which Thou hast spoken oft to me, 
Saying, " I will deliver thee, 

And thou shalt glorify me " too. 
What Thou hast promised Thou wilt do, 
Though there appear no present sign 
Of executing this design. 

But faith the future can declare, 
Calling things not as though they were, 
And is amidst the darkest scene 
The evidence of things unseen. 

Therefore, in faith and hope I wait 
For succour in my suifering state, 
And for that bright auspicious day 
When it shall wholly pass away. 

If thus delivered, I shall praise 
For all Thy goodness and Thy grace ; 
And others join in praising Thee 
For all Thy goodness unto me. 
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HE IS FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED. 

" All the promises of God in Him ore yea, and in Him Amen, unto the 
glory of God by us."—2 COR. L 20; H I D . z. 23. 

AGAIN for help I come to Thee, 
My good and gracious Lord ; 

Bereft of strength, yet hopefully 
Relying on Thy word. 

Thy " precious promises " are yea, 
To which I say Amen ; 

They cannot be both yea and nay, 
Like promises of men. 

But yet I need much faith to rest 
On Thee when greatly tried ; 

Then to believe, howe'er opprest, 
My need will be supplied. 

Thou wilt not falsify Thy word, 
"Which those that trust Thee prove ; 

And gratefully Thy saints record 
Thy faithfulness and love. 

May I again Thy truth proclaim, 
And with thanksgiving tell, 

Unto the glory of Thy name, 
Thou hast done all things well. 

S 
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THY WILL BE DONE. 

" O my Father, if it be possible, let this cap pass from me: nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt."—MATT. vi. 10, zxri. 89. 

MY gracious God, I fain would be 
From all my present sorrows free ; 
But, as a weak and suffering one, 
I truly say, " Thy will be done." 

Called by Thy grace, my sovereign Lord, 
• And plainly called to preach Thy word ; 

I long have been an honoured one, 
Therefore I say, " Thy will be done." 

Thy service has been my delight, 
Yet Thou hast seen it good and right 
To make me a secluded one ; 
Therefore I say, " Thy will de done." 

If Thou shouldst bring me forth again, 
I know that great will be my gain ; 
As a relieved, delivered one, 
Brought thus to say, " Thy will be done." 

May Thy afflicted saints discern, 
What in each trial they should learn, 
And help each tried and suffering one 
Truly to say, " Thy will be done." 
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GOD DWELLETH WITH THE HUMBLE. 

" Thus aaith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones."—I«A. lvii. 15. 

HOLT Father, God of grace, 
Seated on Thy glorious throne, 

In the high and holy place, 
As the high and lofty one. 

In Thy own eternity, 
Though exalted thus Thou art, 

Thou dost dwell (all praise to Thee) 
With the humble, contrite heart 

Make me this that I may prove, 
Through Thy grace so rich and free, 

By Thy presence and Thy love, 
That Thou dwellest thus with me. 

Being thus by Thee revived, 
I shall praise Thee while I say, 

Through the grace from Thee derived, 
Thou hast helped me on my way. 

Thou art great and wonderful 
In the actings of Thy grace; 

Lead my heart with praises full 
To Thee in the holy place. 
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THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD. 

" I have seen his ways, and Till heal him: I will lead him also, and restore 
comforts unto him and to his mourners. I create the fruit of the lips; 
Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near, saith Jehovah : 
and I will heal him."—ISA. lvii. 18,19. 

0 GOD, I pray Thee help and heal! 
Against it past commands repeal, 
If now the object is attained, 
And I due profit have obtained. 

My conscience has been exercised, 
As disciplined, or thus chastised, 
That as self-judged I might obtain 
From present trial future gain. 

Thy discipline has been severe, 
More than to many it appear; 
But, when compared with others, mild ; 
The Father dealing with His child. 

My mental powers are preserved, 
As if for future use reserved; 
And glad indeed my soul would be 
To use them all again for Thee. 

Do Thou all needed grace impart 
To serve Thee with a perfect heart. 
To prove, when I shall strength regain, 
1 have not sought Thy aid in vain. 
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REVIEW OF MERCIES. 
" I will remember the works of Jehovah: surely I will remember thy 

wonders of old. I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy 
doings."—Ps. lxxvii. 11,12. 

WHAT shall I render to Thee, Lord, 
For all Thy grace to me ? 

I would Thy benefits record, 
And thus speak well of Thee. 

I am a miracle, I own, 
Of Thy great love and power ; 

And I would make Thy goodness known 
Unto my latest hour. 

So delicate in early days, 
And weak from year to year, 

Yet called to know and prove Thy grace, 
And long to serve Thee here. 

When called the gospel to proclaim, 
I did it with delight; 

Thus more were brought than I can name 
From darkness into light 

Near thirty years of service past, 
When health and strength declined, 

I was compelled to yield at last, 
And be to this resigned. 

The years of suffering that ensued 
No language can describe ; 

But all was working for my good, 
Which I to Thee ascribe. 

Beyond the common life of man 
I live, Thy name to praise, 

And gladly do whate'er I can 
In these last evil days. 

The clouds are gathering for the end, 
When Christ the Lord will come; 

Then wrath will on the world descend, 
And saints be gathered home. 
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CHRISTIAN THOUGHTS ON THE RETURN OF 
SPRING. 

Genesis i. 1; ii. 26-31; xi. 1-9; Romans i. 20-25; Acts xiv. 16-17; 
Psalms Ixv. 9-13; ol. 6. 

" These are Thy glorious works, parent of good. 
Almighty t Thine this universal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair: Tkyielf how xondrout then I" 

MILTON. 

O GOD, the spring returns again, 
For which I praise Thy name; 

Heath, hedge and garden, wood and plain, 
Creative power proclaim. 

Man works in garden and in field, 
Planting or sowing seed; 

With hope the earth may produce yield, 
That man and beast may feed. 

Rain descends in genial showers, 
The sunbeams shine around ; 

Wild primroses, and pleasing flowers, 
In fields and paths abound. 

Birds melodiously rejoice 
At renovating spring; 

They know it not, yet with their voice 
Their Maker's praises sing. 

As I with thankfulness to Thee 
With joy survey the whole, 

Grant, through Thy grace, that it may be 
A spring-time to my soul. 

While in the garden and the field, 
Fruit, plants, and corn appear, 

Oh, may my soul grace-produce yield 
Throughout the present year ! 

To the Christian: 2 Peter in. U. 
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THANKSGIVING AND PKAISE. 

"God BO loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that who
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 

JOHN iii. 16. 
11 Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift"—2 Con. ix. 15. 

" As ye have therefore reoeived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him: 
rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have 
been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving."—OOL. ii. 6, 7. 

" Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving."—CoL.iv.2. 
"In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you."—1 I H I I I V. 18. 

THANKSGIVING is an acknowledging and confessing with 
gladness "the benefits and mercies which God bestows 
either upon ourselves or others. The first great thing 
to thank God for is the gift of His Son, and Christ 
for His love in dying for us—" Who gave Himself for 
our sins, that He might deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to the will of God and our Fa
ther." (GaL i. 4.) "Christ loved the Church, and 
gave Himself for it." (Ephes, v. 25.) After thanking 
God for salvation, we ought always to thank Him for 
every answer to prayer which we receive from Him; to 
act otherwise would indicate a careless and ungrateful 
state of mind, which is displeasing to God. 

We have also to thank God, while praying for others 
in trial or suffering, for being preserved from many 
things by which others are afflicted, and- that in per
sonal trial or suffering there is any mitigation of i t 
Basil, one of the good men of former times, was subject 
to two painful bodily ailments, and when he had only 
one of them he thanked God that he was not suffering 
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from both at the same time. I have often acted ac
cording to his example in similar circumstances. 

When I resided in the south of Devon, above twenty 
years ago, a friend called upon me who had just left 
the house of a Christian, who kept a small shop, and 
obtained part of his livelihood by letting carriages on 
hire. He lamented to my friend what had occurred. I 
think it was the same morning that, on riding on his 
horse down a hill, the horse fell and broke its knees. 
My friend said to him, "Well, brother, you know it is 
written, ' In every thing give thanks.'" To which he 
replied, "Very true; for I might have broken my own 
knees." " A word spoken in due season, how good is 
it!" (Prov xv. 23.) 

In the awful description of the state of the Gentile 
world in Horn, i., one of the charges against them is, 
"that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not 
as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark
ened," a eharge that may be brought against many 
now in the 19th century, as truly as it was when it 
was written. How much reason have we to pray for 
a state of mind completely opposite to that described, 
and to realise in our manifold trials of faith and 
patience the exhortation of the apostle, "Let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also 
ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful." 
(CoL in. 15.) 

PHAISE. 
PRAISE is a confession and due acknowledgment of 
the great and wonderful excellences and perfections in 
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God. It is a celebration of the character of God, and 
it is a far higher act of worship than thanksgiving, 
and it is more abundantly expressed in Scripture than 
giving thanks. " I will call upon Jehovah, who is 
worthy to be praised." (Ps. xviii. 3). " Seven times 
a day do I praise thee." (Ps. cxix. 164.) " In God we 
boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever." 
(Ps. xliv. 8.) "Thou art my God, and I will praise 
thee : thou art my God, I will exalt thee." (Ps. cxviii. 
28.) "All thy works shall praise thee, 0 Jehovah; 
and thy saints shall bless thee." (Ps. cxlv. 10.) " 0 
magnify Jehovah with me, and let us exalt His name 
together." (Ps. xxxiv. 3.) These are but a few of the 
many of the same kind. Among the many things in 
which the book of Psalms holds a peculiar place in the 
Scriptures, one is, as the title of the book indicates, 
praise is predominant. In many of them there is no 
particular circumstances stated of a personal nature; 
but the devout men of old appear at times to meditate 
upon the character, works, and ways of God, and in 
contemplating them to utter the feelings of the soul in 
holy joy and praise to God; and the book closes with 
a desire that everything that hath breath should praise 
the Lord. This appears prospectively to have a re
sponse at the coming of Christ in Rev. v. and in chap. 
xix. When the great harlot is judged, there will be 
great rejoicing and praise. May we have a praising 
spirit now, who by grace are destined to praise Him 
for ever. 

That which begins in prayer and faith should end 
in praise. 
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FAITH AND HOPE IN GOD. 

" Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidenoe of things not 
seen."—HIB. zi. 1. 

WHAT is faith? 
We do not need an elaborate statement to answer 

the question; but in these days of abounding scep
ticism and infidelity, many may be exercised respecting 
it, scarcely knowing what they should believe. The 
answer is plain and simple, "Faith is Relieving the 
word of God in the heart." This is concisely expressed 
by the apostle Paul: " With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation." (Horn. x. 10.) 

I remember reading of one of the kings of Sweden 
who, when at his country residence, was frequently 
saying to those around him, "What is faith?" The 
courtiers could not answer the question; but one of 
them said he thought there was a farmer near who 
knew something about i t The king sent for the 
farmer, a plain Christian man, who when he came so 
explained it in a simple way that the king appeared 
to be satisfied and comforted. On returning to the 
capital he appeared to be again perplexed on the sub
ject, and frequently repeated the question, " What is 
faith?" The courtiers then thought it desirable to 
send for the Archbishop of Upsal, who when he 
came, in a discourse of an hour long, endeavoured to 
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satisfy the king respecting it. At the close of the 
discourse the king said, " All that you have said may 
be very true, but nothing but the farmer's faith will do 
for me." Simple faith in the atoning blood of Christ 
is the same to the king or the peasant, and brings with 
it the "knowledge of salvation unto His people by 
the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy 
of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high 
hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in dark
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace." (Luke i. 77-79.) Dear reader, 
have you this faith? If you do not possess it, do not 
rest until you obtain it. If you have it, praise God 
for it continually, and seek to lead others to obtain it 
also. 

But we not only need faith for salvation, but also 
in the various circumstances of trial in which we may 
be placed. When I resided in another part of this 
county I frequently visited a poor man, a Christian, a 
great invalid. His wife, as well as himself, were 
devoted Christians, and greatly respected in the place 
and neighbourhood where they resided. He was by 
trade a shoemaker; but he had been in the army, and 
had received shots which could not be extracted. On 
returning home he worked at his trade as long as he 
was able; but the shots were gradually working into 
the vital parts, and he was compelled to relinquish it, 
and endured great sufferering for many years, which 
eventually terminated in death. They had several 
young children, and were entirely dependent upon God 
for support j but I never heard them complain. They 
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knew how to trust God, and He continually helped 
them. (Psalm xxii. 45.) On one occasion, when I had 
been some time conversing with him, when I came 
down stairs I felt much sympathy for them, knowing 
their circumstances so long, and how much his wife had 
to do and to bear, with her suffering husband and her 
family. Just before I left I said to her, " You have 
great trials." She said, " Yes, I have great trials; but 
our God is a real God." She knew and acted upon 
the exhortation of the apostle Peter, " Casting all 
your care upon Him; for He careth for you." (1 Peter 
v. 7.)* It is now nearly thirty years since, yet I still 
remember her bright, cheerful countenance, and the 
effect of her simple statement, showing her confidence 
in God. 

We often hear sincere Christians in trial lamenting 
that their faith is weak. We know what they mean; 
but it is incorrectly and unscripturally expressed. 
Faith is not weak, nor is it so described; for the Lord 
Jesus Christ said, "If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you." If so small a 
measure of faith will do this it cannot be weak. 

A Christian may be weak or strong in faith, accord
ing to the measure of it. Hence Abraham was said 

* In this passage the words "care" and "careth" in the 
Greek are widely different. The first expresses the care which 
divides the mind, producing anxiety or solicitude, the care of 
or for another. The father caring for his child, who casteth 
his care upon him. 
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to be not weak in faith, "He staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God." (Eom. iv. 19, 20.) Faith 
will always honour God, and God will always honour 
faith 

The eleventh chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews 
is a wonderful chapter upon this subject It shows 
what believers of former times have been able to do, 
to bear, or suffer, through faith. We are reminded of 
the great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us 
to encourage our faith, that we may have great con
fidence in God; beginning with faithful Abel, we are 
brought down to the faithful and never-failing in 
faith, the Lord Jesus Christ. In chapter xii. we are 
told to look to Him as the author and finisher of our 
faith; but the word "our" is supplied by the trans
lators, who evidently did not understand the design of 
the apostle, which was that, after looking to those who 
with all their faith were not perfect in it, we must look 
to Jesus, who began, continued, and ended His course 
in faith, in unbroken dependence upon God (margin, 
"beginner and perfecter of faith," Heb. xii. 1, 2). 
This is our perfect pattern; and by testing ourselves 
by it, we may easily discover the measure of faith we 
possess, and in all our conscious deficiencies pray as 
the disciples asked the Lord, "Increase our faith." 
(Matt, xviii. 21 to end; Luke xvii. 3-6.) 

Some of the children of God have to pass through 
more severe trials than others, and such require an 
increase of faith The joy of faith may not then be 
felt, and some may then think lightly of them, and 
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treat them with indifference; but the measure of faith 
must he judged more by the pressure which it is able 
to bear and endure. " Behold, we count them happy 
which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is 
very pitiful, and of tender mercy." (James v. 10, 11.) 
When the pressure is removed joy may return, and 
with it great profit, derived from trusting in God. 
This will not only be for present blessing, but also for 
future honour. "That the trial of your faith, being 
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, might 
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." (1 Peter i. 7.) 

The "full assurance of faith" (Heb. x. 22) does not 
imply, as I think it is understood by some to mean, a 
degree of faith, as that a person may have faith, then 
some assurance of faith, and at last obtain full assur
ance of salvation. The design of the apostle is to 
show the great imperfection of the sacrifices under the 
law, which gave no assurance to the worshipper of 
sin put away by them, except typically and prospec
tively, as setting forth that which was to be done 
hereafter by Christ. The sacrifices under the law, 
especially on the annual day of atonement, were to 
bring sin to remembrance; but the one sacrifice of 
Christ was " to put away sin by the sacrifice of Him
self" (ix. 26); " for by one offering He hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified" (x. 14); thus giving 
to the believing worshipper the fullest assurance that 
God can give, that sin has been perfectly atoned for by 
the sacrifice of Christ. Therefore "let us draw near" 
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with confidence to God, believing that all is done for 
our salvation that God requires, and therefore we are 
satisfied in the accomplishment of the great salvation. 

Hope is connected with faith, not in the way in 
which the word is now generally used by men, ex
pressing a desire to obtain something, yet without any 
certainty of obtaining it; but it is a firm persuasion 
and expectation of receiving that which we believe, 
and which God has promised in His word, according 
to Romans viii. 25, " If we hope for that we see not, 
then do we with patience wait for it." "We trust in 
the word of the living God, who cannot he (Heb. 
vi 18), and when outward circumstances appear alto
gether opposed to its fulfilment; yet these only exist 
to jnake it more manifest that "He is faithful that 
promised." (Heb. x. 23.) This was the case of Sarah 
when Isaac was promised. " She judged Him faithful 
who had promised" (Heb. xi 11); and the event 
proved, as in many other instances, that she trusted in 
Him, and was not confounded. 

GOD EICH IN MERCY. 
" God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even 

when we were dead in sins* hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us s.t 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come He 
might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
through Jesus Christ."—EPHESIANS ii. 4-7. 

MY God, again I come to Thee, 
In thia my time of need ; 

Thy mercy is my only plea, 
And that is great indeed. 

F 
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The gift of Thy beloved Son, 
His cross and precious blood, 

Proclaim what Thou and He have done 
In mercy, blessed God. 

When wandering in the downward road, 
In sin's captivity ; 

Thou didst, my great and loving God, 
In mercy set me free. 

Rich in Thy mercy, as Thou art, 
Thou art prepared to give 

Abundance to the loving heart, 
That would unto Thee live. 

As this I without doubt believe, 
I freely ask the more, 

Expecting that I shall receive 
From mercy's boundless store. 

But this, far more than all to me, 
To have my need supplied, 

That when I thus receive from Thee, 
Thy name is magnified. 

Father of mercies, thus I praise 
And magnify Thy name, 

And the bestowments of Thy grace 
With gratitude proclaim. 

GOD'S THOUGHTS AND MAN'S THOUGHTS. 
" My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 

Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts."— 
ISA.1V. 8,9. 

IN the wide range of human thought, 
Its great conceptions and design, 

Not one is found, if it be sought, 
0 God, as equal unto Thine. 
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Much moral excellence is seen 
In many of the human race ; 

But this will often stand between 
Thy thoughts and theirs respecting grace. 

Morality is good for man, 
Considered in its proper place; 

But not if it oppose the plan 
Of saving sinners by Thy grace. 

Man's high opinion of himself, 
If saved by Thee, must be disowned; 

And Thou by right exalt Thyself, 
On that which is by grace dethroned. 

Some are deceived by empty forms, 
Which now by priestly aid are rife ; 

Opposed to that which grace performs, 
In bringing men from death to life. 

Some seek a life of worldly ease, 
And pleasure is their only aim ; 

They seem to think, while self they please, 
That God is only God in name. 

Many who labour with their hands, 
Embody all in live to live; 

Yet all they gain by their demands, 
No peace or happiness can give. 

What various snares endanger man, 
Through Satan and an evil heart; 

Nothing the world produces can 
Unto the soul true joy impart. 

Almighty God, put forth Thy power ! 
Open the eyes of men to see 

Their need of grace before the hour 
They pass into eternity. 
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PRAISE FOR MERCIES RECEIVED. 
" It la of Jehovah's mercies that we are not oonaumed, beeause His com

passions fail not. They an new every morning: great is thy faithful
ness."—LAK. iii. 22, 29. 

MY Father, again I appear at Thy throne, 
To whom all my state is so perfectly known; 
My wants and my weakness continue to be 
Occasions for seeking assistance from Thee. 

My long line of mercies I often survey, 
So varied and suited to each passing day; 
Their number increasing in manifold ways, 
Great Father of mercies, redounds to Thy praise. 

They are new every morning; the dawning of day 
Brings with it fresh need in my wearisome way ; 
And thus I am brought on Thyself to rely, 
To comfort, relieve, guide, support, or supply. 

It is not befitting that I should e'er be 
Disposed for one moment to dictate to Thee ; 
But, in Thee confiding, be patient and still, 
And thus bow submissively unto Thy will. 

A debtor to grace, the longer I live, 
I know Thou art willing most freely to give ; 
It is with thanksgiving that this I believe ; 
It is to Thy praise that I ask and receive. 

May gratitude deeply be felt in my heart 
For all that Thou hast been pleased to impart; 
And though I wait long for some things when I pray, 
Both wisdom and mercy are in the delay. 

Then help me to trust Thee each morning anew, 
At eventide give Thee the praise which is due, 
Till joining above the blood-redeemed throng, 
Thy mercy be ever the theme of my song. 
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THE LORD'S DAY. 
" O Lord, open thou my lip*; tad my nwnta dull whttw forth thy 

praise.''—PSALM li. 15. 

OH that I could this day go forth, 
My God, to speak for Thee, 

Released from goffering, and henceforth 
Thy willing servant be! 

The time of silence has been long; 
I ask, but not complain; 

Do not the silent scene prolong, 
But bring me forth again. 

Open my lips that I may praise 
And magnify Thy name; 

Then fill my heart with truth and grace, 
Salvation to proclaim. 

For this I now have waited long; 
Twelve years have passed away 

Since Thou didst silence my sweet song, 
And hedge up all my way. 

If Thou the needed strength impart, 
My good and gracious Lord, 

I would go forth with gladdened heart 
Again to preach Thy word. 

For this no present signs appear, 
As I am very weak; 

I wait that Thou, my heart to cheer, 
The healing word may speak. 

Thou art the great I AM I know, 
As thus to Thee I pray; 

Then in my great deliverance show 
Thy wonder-working way. 
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THE FULNESS OF JESUS. 

"It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell."—Col. i. 19. 
" And of His fulness hare all we received, and grace for grace." 

JOHN i. 16. 

HOLY, great, and blessed Jesus, 
Faithful and loving Lord, 

Help me from Thy suited fulness, 
With all blessings stored. 

Resources undiminished 
Always with Thee abide ; 

From thence, by Thee replenished, 
My need hath been supplied. 

As time doth onward pass away 
With its unceasing speed, 

I must through each successive day 
In some way feel my need. 

Events in many ways to all 
Attendant trials bring; 

Whether mine have been great or small, 
I can of mercy sing. 

Let nothing act to mar my peace 
And simple trust in Thee, 

Whose loving-kindness will not cease 
Throughout eternity. 

- \ . 
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JEHOVAH THE HEALER 

"I am Jehovah that healeth thee."—EXOD. XV. 26. 
Bless Jehovah, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy 

name. Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; who re-
deemeth thy lile from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkind-
ness and tender mercies."—Fs. ciii. 1-4. 

MY ever-good and gracious Lord, 
Wilt Thou now speak the healing word, 
Remove my weakness and my pain, 
And give me health and strength again? 

Of both I long have been deprived, 
But Thou, from whom they were derived, 
Canst, for the glory of Thy name, 
Invigorate my drooping frame. 

Like him who at Bethesda lay, 
And waited for the healing day, 
So do I wait, that I may be 
Released from my infirmity. 

'Tis of Thy mercy I endure, 
Waiting so long for health and cure; 
I praise Thee that, though weak, I stand 
Upheld by Thy almighty hand. 

When, feeling like a perfect wreck, 
Thou didst disease and Satan check; 
Proving in this Thy loving care, 
And thus in measure answer prayer. 

Thy power and mercy now display 
In taking all my ills away, 
That this my joyful song may be, 
" The Lord hath done great things " for me. 
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THE EVERLASTING AND PROVIDING LOVE 
OF GOD. 

" Tea, I have loved thee with an everlasting lore: therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee."—Jas. xxxi. J. 

"He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him np for as all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things!"—BOK. viil S3. 

O GOD, I thank Thee while I pray ! 
Thou hast preserved me to this day, 
Thou who hast done so much for me, 
Art pleased that I still trust in Thee. 

My faith is now severely tried, 
Yet Thou didst for this time provide 
From everlasting in Thy Son, 
In Jesus Thy beloved One. 

Great is the fulness of His grace 
For every need of time and place ; 
That great provision cannot fail, 
And prayer for help will still prevail. 

The blood of Jesus is my plea 
For all that Thou wilt do for me, 
And thankfully indeed I know 
All blessings through that channel flow. 

If Abel's blood unto Thee cried 
When it was shed by fratricide, 
How mightily must Jesu's blood 
Plead for Thy saints with Thee, 0 God. 

Through this He intercedes alone 
As the High Priest upon Thy throne; 
Therefore with confidence I plead 
For grace to help in time of need. 
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Thou who hast brought me hitherto 
More than I ask or think, canst do; 
As this I without doubt believe, 
I wait great blessings to receive. 

GRACE. 

" By the grace of God I am what lam."—1 COIL XT. 10. 

LORD, what am I that I should be 
A subject of Thy grace, 

And in thy chosen family 
Obtain an honoured place ? 

It is by grace and grace alone 
These favours are conferred, 

And to Thy praise I freely own 
That they are undeserved. 

A saved sinner cannot say 
Aught of himself in praise, 

But must give to Thee gratefully 
The glory of Thy grace. 

Oft Thou hast done great things by me, 
Far more than I can tell; 

And I can say in thanking Thee 
Thou hast done all things well 

Thy love exceeds my utmost thought; 
But when before Thy throne, 

I then shall praise Thee as I ought, 
And know as I am known. 
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COMMUNION. 

" Then they that feared Jehovah spake often one to another: and Jehovah 
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
Him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon His name 
And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels (margin "special treasure"*); and I will spare them 
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then BhaU ye return, 
and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth Him not."—MALACHI iii. 16-18. 

How blessed it is amidst creature complaints, 
Communion to have with God and His saints, 
Midst scenes of confusion, a time of repose, 
A balm to the spirit, a comfort in woes. 

How gloomy would all things appear if around 
A refuge in trouble were sought and not found ! 
No solace but such as the world can afford, 
And only a refuge not found in the Lord. 

But God in Himself doth a refuge provide, 
To which we may flee whatever betide ; 
And those who are walking with Him oft impart 
Divine consolation which gladdens the heart. 

The boundless resources of God who is love, 
His children are called to know and to prove; 
And not only so, but of that they receive, 
They often can help those who do not believe. 

May those who are favoured thus by the Lord, 
Learn what He is as revealed in His word ; 
That blessed it is, amidst creature-complaints, 
Communion to have with God and His saints. 

* "Special treasure" is the proper translation; it is the same Hebrew 
word as that translated "peculiar treasure" in Exodus xiz. 9; "special 
people," Deut. vii. 6; "peculiar people," Deut. xxvi. 18; "peculiar 
treasure," Psalm cxxxv. 4; " peculiar treasure," Kccles. ii. 8. 
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POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 

" I a n not ashamed of the goipel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth."—Bon. i. 16. 

0 GOD, I wish again to preach 
Thy word of truth, and thus to reach 
Those who are wandering from Thee, 
Distant in their iniquity. 

Though at the very brink of hell, 
And sinning as no tongue can tell, 
Yet truth and grace can reach the soul, 
And make the leprous sinner whole. 

The Holy Spirit can impart 
Faith to the unbelieving heart, 
And bring the soul before Thy throne, 
Its sins and follies there to own. 

A full salvation Thou dost give, 
When Thou dost freely sins forgive; 
Then let me sound Thy praise abroad, 
And gladly preach the living word. 

May thousands unto Christ be won, 
And tell to all what Thou hast done— 
That through them others may believe, 
And all that Thou canst give receive. 
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SIN AND ATONEMENT. 

' Christ bath onoe suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God."—1 P I T H iii. 18. 

' Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose sUipes ye 
were healed."—! P i n t ii. M. 

How great my sins appear to be ! 
Yet these the Saviour bore ; 

He suffered for them on the tree, 
And justice asks no more. 

LIFE IN CHRIST. 

'Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." 

OOL. iii. 3,4. 
H E rose, ascended, sits on high, 
And lives, the Lord, no more to die. 
In Him we live, who shed His blood : 
Our life is hid with Christ in God. 

PEACE WITH GOD. 

" Being justified by faith, we have peaoe with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: by whom also we have aooess by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoioe in hope of the glory of God."—Boa. v. 1, S. 

WHAT wondrous grace ! to grant release 
From guilt and fear, and give us peace ! 
For this, our God, our voice we 11 raise 
To Thee in everlasting praise. 
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GOD OUR REFUGE. 
" Ood is our refuge and strength, a Tery present help in trouble." 

FSALH zlrL 1. 
" Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of num." - F s i u i lx. 11. 

FATHER of mercies, by Thy grace, 
God of all comfort, comfort me ! 

Thou art the same in every place, 
Whate'er the time or scene may be. 

How often we are called to prove 
The proffered help of man is vain; 

Who, if he would, cannot remove 
A single sorrow, grief, or pain. 

But Thy resources never fail, 
And if we truly this believe, 

By faith and prayer we shall prevail, 
Great help and blessing to receive. 

Thou dost encourage all Thy saints, 
Whate'er their varied state may be, 

In all their trials and complaints 
Without reserve to trust in Thee. 

This I would do, and thus would prove, 
In casting all my care on Thee, 

Thy faithfulness and changeless love, 
Whate'er the time or scene may be. 

ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD. 
" We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to His purpose."—Ron. viii. 28. 

" All things." My God, what words are these ! 
Worthy indeed of being Thine j 

Whether they cause us pain, or please, 
All things accomplish Thy design. 
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They " work together? often though 
They seem so opposite and strange ; 

But only Thou Thyself canst show, 
That nothing can Thy plans derange. 

They " work for good" no evil there, 
As moulded by Thy skilful hand, 

Accomplishing with loving care 
What Thou hast in Thy wisdom planned. 

To them that love Thee, loved by Thee 
From everlasting in Thy Son ; 

They therefore love Thee gratefully 
For the great work which He hath done. 

And this " we know," as by Thee taught, 
Though we are very slow to learn 

That which is far beyond our thought, 
And which faith only can discern. 

According to Thy pwrpose called 
To life, salvation, peace and rest, 

Secure by purpose unrecalled 
To be with Thee for ever blest 

"CHRIST IS ALL, AND IN ALL." 

COL. iii. 11. 

LORD, with Thee I am one, 
And through Thee I draw nigh 

Unto the Father's throne 
Beneath the Father's eye. 

My name He doth record 
In the great book of life, 

And precious is His word 
Midst scenes of earthly strife. 
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His heart is full of love 
To all the chosen race, 

And I am called to prove 
The riches of His grace. 

I have no other plea 
To bring before His throne, 

Than the work done by Thee, 
As saved by grace alone. 

Thou for my sins wast slain, 
And Thy atoning blood 

Is that through which I gain 
All I receive from God. 

With an attentive ear 
He listens when I pray, 

All my requests to hear, 
And help me on my way. 

Great blessings are in store 
To meet my every need, 

Therefore I ask for more 
When in Thy name I plead. 

Name above every name 
Is thine, which God hath given ; 

None other it can claim, 
Either in earth or heaven. 

What to Thee do I owe 
My Saviour, and my Lord, 

For what Thou dost bestow, 
Ever to be adored ! 

I know Thee but in part, 
Yet cheerfully I raise, 

With gratitude of heart, 
To Thee my song of praise. 
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PRAISE FOR DELIVERANCE. 

" And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I hath prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted,* strengthen thy 
brethren."—LUKI xzii. 31, 82. 

" Jehovah is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth 
them that trust in Him."—NAHDM i. 7. 

" I was brought low, and He helped me."—Ps. cxvi 6. 
" O give thanks unto Jehovah, for He is good: for His mercy endureth for 

ever."—Ps. evii. 1. 

MY God and Father, now I raise 
To Thee my song of grateful praise ; 
For that in the long-trying scene 
My help and" refuge Thou hast been. 

Satan, with all his cruel band, 
Have now retired at Thy command; 
The clouds that long hung o'er my mind 
Are now dispersed, for Thou art kind. 

* Taking this word aB it is generally used, implying regeneration, some 
have supposed that Peter was not then regenerated; but that is not only 
contrary to all previously recorded of him, but also to the words of the 
Lord," thy faith," evidently proving that he had then true faith in Christ. 
The danger was, that when his conscience should become exorcised about 
what he had done, he might be overwhelmed with sorrow, and that for 
a time faith might fail, though not finally. The meaning of the Greek 
word epiatrepho is to turn any one about, and in that sense it is capable 
of various application, as will be seen in the following passages, which are 
a few among many in which it is variously translated: " Jesus turned 
Sim about" (Matt. ix. 22); " peace return to you " (Matt. x. IS) j " will 
return " (xii. 44); " turned Sim about" (Mark v. 80}; "not turn back 
again" (Mark xiii. 16); " shepherds returned " (Luke ii. 20); " spirit came 
again " (Luke viii. 55); " turn again " (Luke xvii. 4); " Peter, turning 
about" (John xxi. 20); " go again " (Acts xv. 86); " turn ye again " (Gal. 
iv. 9); "repent and turn to God" (Acts xxvi. 20); " returned unto the 
Shepherd" (1 Peter ii. 25); "turn them from darkness to light" (Acts 
xxvi. 18); "should be converted" (Acts xxviii. 27). It is, therefore, 
evident that the meaning of the Lord was, that, when brought back to a 
right state of mind, he might so profit by a sense of his weakness in his 
fall, and the abounding grace of the Lord in his recovery, that afterwards 
he might help and strengthen his brethren. 
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The enemy, with malice great, 
Sought to increase my suffering state ; 
And add to weakness, pain, or grief, 
The greater pain of unbelief. 

But Thou upon my soul didst shine 
With love and power so divine, 
That all my fears were chased away, 
And night, like darkness, turned to day. 

Perhaps but few who now believe 
Were kept so long in Satan's sieve; 
Sifted as wheat, from day to day, 
Yet nought but chaff is swept away. 

Although the foe had his desire 
To try my faith as in the fire; 
Yet Jesus prayed faith might not fail, 
And thus for me He did prevail. ' 

Grant that whereto I have attained, 
With knowledge and experience gained, 
I now may serve Thee; if not more, 
Yet better than I did before. 

I would unto my brethren be 
An helper, being helped by Thee, 
And words of truth and comfort speak, 
To cheer the strong and aid the weak. 

I wish the profit to be great 
To others, through my suffering state ; 
While many thank Thee at Thy throne, 
And all the glory be Thine own. 

" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout the age of ages. Amen." 
EFHKSIAXS iu. 20, 21. 

O 
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THE MERCY OF GOD. 

"Ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called."—1 Com. i. 26. 

GEORGE THE THIRD. 

GEORGE I I I . ascended the throne in 1760; he was 
then twenty-two years of age; and I think it was at 
his Coronation that he said, " h e hoped the time 
would come when every child in his dominions would 
be able to read the Bible." For a monarch so young, 
especially in those days, to say this, appears to inti
mate that he knew the value of the Bible himself, and 
had more hope of its effect upon the rising generation 
than on the adult generation of that period. 

On one occasion, when getting into his carriage, he 
heard that there was a disturbance in Windsor; and 
on enquiring of the servant the cause, the answer was, 
" Oh, your Majesty, it is only the people attacking the 
Methodists." Upon which the King expressed great 
displeasure, and said " he wished all his people should 
worship God in peace." 

At a cottage in Windsor, or near it, a Christian 
residing in it had a meeting for prayer weekly, and an 
unknown stranger, an elderly gentleman, came several 
times to the meeting. Some were desirous of know-
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ing who it was, and at length some one discovered 
that it was the King. This was stated to the person 
residing in the cottage, who, when the King came 
again, unwisely addressed him as such; when the 
King said, " I am sorry that you have discovered who 
I am, as I cannot come any more." From this circum
stance, I think, we may judge that the King sought 
and found that help and comfort to his soul which he 
could not find from the preaching of Court chaplains, 
in that dark and cloudy day, as it regards vital god
liness in the clergy and national establishment. The 
latter years of his life were beclouded by that dreadful 
disorder insanity, and he lived in seclusion until his 
death. But he had lucid intervals, and at those times 
he would enquire for the Queen, and spoke as one who 
"knew the grace of God in truth." (Col. L 6.) 

A royal Court, with its highest forms of worldliness, 
and the cares of State, are not in general favourable for 
the development and manifestation of grace; and it 
was fer more against it an hundred years ago than it 
may be now. But grace may be in the heart when to 
many it is unknown, or but dimly seen by the dis
cerning Christian; and God may see more than man 
may be able to discover. Looking at the whole that 
I have stated, I hope that there was grace in the heart 
of the King, and that we may meet him in heaven 
as a saved one, in the presence of the compassionate 
Saviour—"The King of kings, and Lord of lords." 
(1 Tim. vi 15.) The aged monarch died in 1820, 
aged 82. 
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THE DUKE OF KENT 

W A S the fourth son of George IIL When I resided 
in the south of Devon, I was 'well acquainted with a 
Christian, a builder, who informed me that when he 
resided on the Continent he was employed by the 
Duke of Kent in building his residence at Amorbach, 
in Germany. He said the whole of the establishment 
were expected to be in to prayer at nine o'clock in the 
evening, and if any of the servants were out after that 
hour the gates were closed against them.- The Duke 
frequently conversed with him upon spiritual subjects; 
and he had no doubt that he was a sincere Christian, 
truly converted to God. The Duke of Kent was the 
father of our present Queen, and I am thankful in 
being able to record this testimony concerning him. I 
hope it may be evident that, like her departed parent, 
she has sought and found salvation, through faith in 
Jesus, the great Redeemer. 

THE PRINCESS AMELIA. 
SEfct SiwatigfBlng BKorlS. 

THE PRINCESS AMELIA was the youngest daughter of 

George I I L ; and I think that for several years she 
was a great invalid, until her death. The following 
lines, stated to be written by her during her illness, 
appeared in print after her death: 

" Unthinking, idle, wild and younp, 
I laughed, and danced, and talked, and sung; 
And proud of health, of freedom vain, 
Dreamed not of sorrow, care, or pain; 
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Concluding in those hours of glee 
That all the world was made for me. 
But when the days of trial came, 
When sickness shook this trembling frame, 
When folly's gay pursuits were o'er, 
And I could dance and sing no more, 
It then occurred how sad 'twould he 
Were this world only made for me." 

From the tenor of these verses I hope that the Princess 
in her sickness and trial sought and found, through 
faith in Christ, that peace and happiness which she 
had proved could not be found in the vain delights of 
a deceived and deceiving world. (Rev. xii. 9.) "The 
friendship of the world is enmity with God: whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God." (James iii. 4.) To be a friend to the world for 
Christ's sake is one thing, but to be a friend of the 
world for its own sake is another, and is essentially 
different. 

THE LATE PKINCE CONSOKT. 

MB. BAPTIST NOEL, in his funeral sermon for the 
Prince, said: " Princes generally manifest a feverish 
dislike to the gospel; but the Prince said to a lady of 
the Court that the atonement was the pivot upon 
which his religion turned." From this statement I 
think we may infer that he was resting by faith upon 
the atoning blood of Christ for salvation. 

THE COTJNTE88 OF HUNTINGDON. 

THE celebrated and devoted Countess of Huntingdon, 
who spent her life and property in the service of Christ, 



1 0 2 MUSINGS IN AFFLICTION. 

is reported to have said that there was one letter in the 
Bible which gave her much comfort; it was the letter 
m in the word many in the Scripture above quoted at 
the head of this article; for if it had been not any, 
she should not have had any hope of salvation. 

LIFE PRESERVED, AND NEW LIFE GIVEN. 

AN officer in the army, who had been in India, related 
to me a remarkable circumstance respecting a person to 
wJiose remembrance the fins of his life were brought in 
a moment of time while in the water expecting to be 
drowned. He was, however, preserved from the death 
that appeared to await h im; and it was the means of 
his conversion. 

SIN, CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS. 
I N my early days, when property was placed in law on 
a level with human life, any great violation of the law 
connected with property was generally punishable by 
death. A young man named Varty, having committed 
forgery, was tried, condemned, and executed. After 
his death the following lines were found written by 
him on a wall of his cell: 

" Thou hapless wretch, whom justice calls 
To dwell within these dreary walla, 
Know, wretched man, this very cell 
May be to thee the porch of hell; 
Thy crimes confessed, by God forgiven, 
Mysterious change! it leads to heaven." 

From the thoughts expressed in these lines, I hope that 
he sought and found mercy and forgiveness from God 
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according to those words, " Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out" (John vi 37); " "Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." 
(Rom. x 13.) 

In recording the preceding instances of apparent 
hopeful evidences of the mercy of God, I wish it to he 
distinctly understood that I am far from thinking that 
to be grace which is not grace, or willing to deceive 
myself or any one by believing that a person is a par
taker of spiritual life without giving Scriptural evidence 
of it. In my long service to the Lord I have had 
opportunities of extensive intercourse with all classes, 
from the peer to the peasant; and where there was 
grace I have seen it in exercise, though with different 
degrees of power, in some strong, and in others feeble, 
and under different forms of manifestation, which vary 
according to the station, ability, circumstances, spiritual 
gifts, and many other things too numerous to mention. 
I have seen those who once "witnessed a good con
fession" (1 Tim. vi. 13) go back into the world and 
make shipwreck of faith and a good conscience (1 Tim. 
i. 19), though, when weary of the world and their own 
ways, some such may perhaps be restored at the close 
of life; and though saved, their works be destroyed, 
and themselves be saved, yet so as by fire. (1 Cor. iii. 
15.) Others, under some severe trial, appear to have 
their hearts softened under it, and ready to receive 
saving truth; yet in time all passes away, and they 
become like iron that was softened in the fire, when 
out of it cold and hardened. Many also profess to be 
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Christians who are self-deceived, as I read some time 
since of a Christian when returning from America in a 
steamer, who spoke to the passengers around him of con
version to God, and was answered by nearly all, " We 
are Christians, horn in a Christian country, and bred 
up in a Christian church, and what need have we of 
conversion?" I would not state anything for ten 
thousand worlds that would be likely to favour such 
deplorable ignorance and delusion, which the soul-
destroying doctrine of baptismal regeneration and for
mal Christianity is calculated to produce. Dean Alford 
stated that among the upper classes the ignorance of 
Scripture was so great as almost to exceed belief; and 
so it will be when fashionable, empty religion, Ritual
ism and Romanism, is prevalent among them, and 
those who preach and profess to teach them only use 
the Bible as a text-book, without having any desire or 
ability to acquaint their hearers with the mind of God 
as revealed in His word. Notwithstanding these 
oppositions to grace and truth with which the servants 
of Christ are more or less conversant, I feel myself to 
be such "a debtor to mercy," as Toplady described 
himself to be, that I am disposed to think favourably 
of that which appears like the commencement of 
spiritual life in any one, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, whoever and whatever they may be. God can 
visit the soul of any one in its darkness and ignorance, 
in a palace, a mansion, a cottage, or a prison, by land 
or by sea, in a city or a desert, to give knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins, to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
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to guide their feet into the way of peace. (Luke i. 
77-79.) Those who are thus visited hy " the tender 
mercy" of God should confess Christ before men, 
otherwise they would not prove their gratitude to Him 
for what He has suffered and done for them. But 
some have been so accustomed to the smiles of the 
world, that they are afraid of its frown; and while 
among Christians they wish to be thought Christians, 
yet they so live and act in the world as to leave it 
doubtful whether their profession is nominal or real 
While in that state they cannot be thriving Christians. 

" And art Thou, gracious Master, gone 
A dwelling to prepare for me f 

Shall I behold Thee on thy throne, 
And there for ever sit with Thee P 

Then let the world approve or blame, 
I '11 triumph in Thy glorious name. 

" Should I, to gain the world's applause, 
Or to escape its angry frown, 

Kefuse to countenance Thy cause, 
And make Thy people's lot my own, 

What shame would fill me in that day 
When Thou Thy glory wilt display!"—KELLY. 

While there are some persons who resemble those 
described in John xii 42, 43, there are others whose 
religion is of such a questionable character that there 
may not be any decided evidence as to their state until 
the close of their life, or until we are before the throne 
of God. But whatever may be the present state of 
those with whom we are acquainted, whether satisfac
tory or unsatisfactory, clear or doubtful, of this we are 

s 
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assured, that " the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His." 
(2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

THE MERCY OF GOD. 
' Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and 

I will dwell in the house of Jehovah * for ever."—F*ALX xxiii. 6. 

0 GOD, in all Thy ways of grace 
Thy wisdom and Thy love we trace, 
Who chose Thy people ere they fell: 
How great Thy mercy who can tell! 

Thou in Thy love didst give Thy Son 
To die for evil we had done, 
Thus to deliver us from hell: 
How great Thy mercy who can tell ? 

Quicken'd from death to life, we prove 
The power of Thy constraining love, 
The love of former sins to quell: 
How great Thy mercy who can tell! 

In both Thy providence and grace 
Thy wisdom and Thy love we trace ; 
For Thou art doing all things well: 
How great Thy mercy who can tell ? 

And when around Thy throne we stand, 
With saints redeemed from every land, 
Thy grace will all our praise excel: 
How great Thy mercy who can tell ? 

In the quotations from Scripture I have substituted Jehovah for Lord 
where it should be so translated, as the words have a different meaning. 
Jehovah expresses the self-existent God, as applied by the Lord Jesus to 
Himself, " which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty'* 
(Rev. L 8); but Adonai, the Hebrew word for Lord, signifies ruler or 
governor. Jehovah, as Creator, is ruler or governor of the universe, and 
no one has a rightful claim to be such but Jehovah. 
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