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F O R E W O R D 

OVER THE YEARS many have profited from both the oral and 
written ministry of Mr. Hewitt of Chesterfield. Readers of the 
Precious Seed magazine have written expressing their particular 
appreciation of his thought-provoking series of articles on 
"The Minor Prophets". It is with pleasure that we commend 
this booklet which embraces the whole of that series of 
suggestive outline studies. 

All too often great tracts of the divine library are sadly 
neglected by God's people. This booklet unfolds some of the 
treasures contained in the Old Testament prophets. Here there 
are hints intended to lead to a better understanding of the 
books in their original setting. The analyses of their contents 
will enable the development of the books to be more fully 
grasped. Handfuls of purpose are deposited throughout 
the pages which will encourage the searching of the Scriptures 
for oneself. To this Mr. Hewitt has added not a few indications 
of the present relevance and living message of these prophets 
of old who were borne along by the Spirit of God. 

May the Lord use this booklet to establish and encourage 
His people. 

c. E. H. 





Outline Studies 
in the 

Minor Prophets 
i. I N T R O D U C T I O N 

IN HIS WORD God has made ample provision for all our 
needs. Its lofty thought and noble images, its heavenly doc
trines and personal applications are meant to expand the 
intellect and transform the affections. Remembering that "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God", 2 Tim. 3. 16, we 
should read and ponder, not merely favourite sections, but 
all the book. 

Why "Minor Prophets"? 
There are no degrees in inspiration, and the name minor 
refers only to their size, being smaller than the previous 
four "Major Prophets" (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel). 
The Minor Prophets are among the most neglected in the 
O.T., yet they have a fascination, value and message for our 
day. 

When Written 
These writings, if read in chronological order and if their 
historical setting is observed, take on a new beauty and 
speak clearly to our heart and conscience. The opening verses 
of each book give us some guidance as to their historical 
settings. Dr. Scroggie in his book Fascination of Old Testament 
Story offers the most helpful suggestions as to chronological 
order. 
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Prophecy History Date B.C. 

Joel 
Jonah 
Amos 
Hosea 
Micah 

Nahum 
Zephaniah 

Habakkuk 

Obadiah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

2 Kings 11-12 
2 Kings 13-14 
2 Kings 14. 23 to 15. 7 
2 Kings 15. 8-20; Isa. 18. 1 
2 Kings 15. 8-20; Isa. 7. 8; 
Jer. 26. 17-19; 2 Chron. 27-32 
Jonah; Isa. 10; Zeph. 2. 13-15 
2 Kings 22 to 23. 34; 2 Chron. 

24 to 36. 4 
2 Kings 23. 31 to 24; 2 Chron. 

36. 1-10 
2 Kings 25; 2 Chron. 36. n - 2 1 
Ezra 1-6 
Ezra 1-6 
Neh. 8-13 

837-800? 
840-784 
810-705 
810-725 
756-698 

663-606 
630-610 

608-598 

586-585 
520-
520-518 
433-397 

It will be found on close examination that the tone and 
contents of each prophet are determined by his historical 
position and we can better understand the general drift and 
message with this background. 

The Minor Prophets may also be viewed in relation to the 
captivity thus: 

1. Pre-Exilic. In the North: Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah. 
In the South: Joel, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, 

Habakkuk (with Isaiah and Jeremiah). 
2. Captivity. Obadiah (with Daniel and Ezekiel). 
3. Post-Exilic. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 
Devote at least two hours each day to the reading of the 

books of Hosea, Amos and Zechariah and a shorter period to 
the other books if you want to capture something of the 
spirit, longings and zeal that marked these men of God in the 
delivery of their inspired messages. 

Cameos of the Prophets 
Hosea, the Pleading Prophet, 11. 1, 3, 8; 14. 3. The theme is 

twofold: the unwavering love of Jehovah and the callous 
indifference of Israel to that love. Here we find the pitying, 
solicitous care of the parent, and love that endures in spite 
of all indifference and opposition, cf. 1 Cor. 13. 7-8. God's 
loving kindness towards a backsliding nation will end in 
restoration and blessing, Hos. 14. 1-8. 
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Joel, the Plain Prophet. His style and language are in 

description graphic, in arrangement lucid, m imagery original 
and varied. He describes the "Day of the Lord" with vivid 
metaphor. In an especial manner he is the O.T. prophet of 
the Holy Spirit and of His dispensation. The theme of his 
book is extended by Amos and Isaiah, referred to by Peter 
and unfolded by John in Revelation. Here barrenness is 
turned to bounty, and judgment to jubilation. 

Amos, the Pastoral Prophet, 7. 14. This humble man God 
used to accomplish His purposes and speak His message. His 
style is full of energy, elegance and yet simplicity. The sights 
and scenes of his native hills and wild wastes provide him 
with rich vivid imagery, e.g., threshing instruments, 1. 3; 
cedar and oaks, 2. 9; the roaring lion, 3. 4; the snared bird, 
3. 5; two legs and a piece of an ear, 3. 12; hooks and fish 
hooks, 4. 2; showers, 4. 7; mildew and blight, 4. 9; mourning 
husbandmen, 5. 16. 

Obadiah, the Privileged Prophet, lived up to his name as 
"the servant" or the "worshipper of Jehovah". He was either 
a contemporary of Elisha or Jeremiah and possibly wrote his 
prophecy after the plundering of Jerusalem and before the 
fall of Idumea; cf. Ezek. 35; Jer. 49.7-22 and Lam. 4.21. This 
is the shortest book in the O.T. and a brilliant prophetic 
cameo. His language is simple, his words few and his meaning 
manifest. The book gives the character, career, doom and 
downfall of Edom. 

Jonah, the Pursued Prophet, gives us the history of God's 
gracious dealings with a saint and a nation. Here is love 
that will not let us go in spite of our wilfulness; cf. Titus 3. 
4-5; Luke 22. 31-32 and John 21. 15-19. The reference to this 
servant in 2 Kings 14. 25 shows beyond dispute that he was 
an historical character. Our Lord's mention of his work 
(Matt. 12. 39-41; Luke n . 30-32) makes it clear that the story 
is true. Jonah is the only prophet sent to a heathen people. 
The book is a simple narrative, with the exception of chapter 
two. 

Micah, the Practical Prophet from the village, 1.10-15; 6. 8. 
Through the medium of his message we may judge of his 
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personal qualities, and of his power as a preacher. He is not to 
be confused with Micaiah the son of Imlah, who prophesied in 
the days of Ahab, I Kings 22. 8, 13. It is a peculiarity of 
his style that he indulges in dramatic interruptions and 
answers; e.g., 2. 5, 12; 3. 1; 6. 6-8; 7. 18. His wonderful 
description of Jehovah's character in chapter 7. 18-20 is 
one of the most exquisite things to be found in the O.T. 

Nahum, the Poetic Prophet, has but one theme, the destruc
tion of Nineveh. The book is an historic illustration of the 
text, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord", 
Rom. 12. 19; Ps. 94. 1; 99. 8. Judgment is announced in 
chapter 1, described in chapter 2, and reviewed in chapter 3. 
He describes the righteous character of God's moral govern
ment of the world. 

Habakkuk, the Perplexed Prophet, was a lyric poet of high 
order (see especially chapter 3). He encourages all who truly 
believe to trust in God, 2. 4. The prophecy's excellence 
lies in its spiritual value, "the just shall live by his faith", 
2. 4; cf. Rom. 1. 17; Gal. 3. 11; Heb. 10. 38. Though puzzled 
by the mystery of suffering and God's strange silence and 
apparent inaction, he clings to God with a faith that eventually 
triumphs. 

Zephaniah, the Promising Prophet. His name means "one 
whom Jehovah hides" or "treasured", 2. 3; Ps. 27. 5. He deals 
with the "Day of the Lord" and his message revolves around 
two days, one the "day of wrath", the other "the day of 
salvation". He insists that darkness always follows sin, and 
departure from God always brings a withdrawal of God's 
power. When the heart returns to God in repentance, however, 
all is restored. 

Haggai, the Preaching Prophet, 1. 13. His words of exhorta
tion to those who were neglectful of their responsibility, 
putting their own things first, allowing the material to shut out 
the spiritual, need to be heeded by us today. Like bis con
temporaries, we need to be courageous and industrious. 

Zechariah, the Portraying Prophet, was a younger contem
porary of Haggai, 2. 4. He was one of the greatest of ancient 
inspired seers and his chapters are full of the most striking 
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visions recorded in the O.T. The latter chapters of the book 
are distinctly messianic and apocalyptic, and lift our vision 
far beyond even the near future to the distant horizon for 
"Jehovah blesses". 

Malachi, the Patient Prophet of exhortation. His message 
is directed to the people of Israel and Judah, both branches 
being viewed as one in the economy of God. He is clear and 
forceful in his statements, his lecture-like method of questions 
and answers has a message for us (see "Ye say", i. 2, 6, 7; 
2. 14 ,17 ; 3. 7, 8,13). 



2. H O S E A 

Title. This is taken from the name of the writer, which 
means "salvation" or "deliverance". He is described as the son 
of Beeri and was a prophet of the Northern Kingdom. He 
could be described as the John of the O.T. He was in a very 
real sense "the prophet of the sorrowful heart". 

Date. The reigns of the kings named in I. I cover over one 
hundred years. From the death of Jeroboam II in 792 B.C. 
until the accession of Hezekiah in 722 B.C., some 70 years 
may well have been spanned by Hosea's ministry. His was the 
longest prophetic ministry of all. His contemporaries were 
Amos, Isaiah, and Micah and perhaps Jonah. 

Setting. His ministry is directed mainly to his own people 
Israel in the Northern Kingdom. This was probably the 
darkest period in Israel's history. The first verse of the 
prophecy indicates the true setting: four of the kings men
tioned belonged to Judah, and only one to Israel. The historical 
background of Hosea's ministry is contained in 2 Kings 14-20. 

POLITICAL CONDITIONS 
Read 2 Kings 14. 23-27; 15-17. Jeroboam II was a brilliant 
and victorious man, yet wicked in the extreme and in spite 
of the apparent external prosperity of his kingdom, there 
was internal moral corruption. After his death his son 
Zachariah came to the throne, only to be murdered within six 
months, 2 Kings 15.8-10. The murderer, Shallum, reigned one 
month and was in turn murdered, 2 Kings 15. 10-15. Later 
another king, Pekahiah who reigned two years was assassinated 
by Pekah, who in turn was slain by Hoshea after two years. 
These conditions are referred to in Hosea 4.2; 5.10-11; 7. 3-7; 
8. 8; 10. 7. They sought help from Assyria and Egypt instead 
of from Jehovah, 2 Kings 16. 7-9; Hos. 5. 13; 7. 11; 12.1. 
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS 
were even worse. Moral degeneracy, caused by the introduc
tion of idolatrous customs and rites, was everywhere manifest. 
The land was full of idolatry and harlotry, Hos. 1. 2; 2. 4, 5; 
with Amos. 2. 7-8; 5. 7-12; 6. 4-6. The rulers and the priests 
were as corrupt as t ie common people. 

RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS 
were detestable and vile. The worship of the gods of the 
heathen nations with whom they had formed alliances was 
rampant and culminated in their dispersal in 719 B.C. In 
Hosea, Israel is referred to under the designation either of 
Samaria or Ephraim. The former was the capital city, and 
had been since the beginning of Omri's dynasty, hence its use 
to designate the nation, 1 Kings 16. 24-27; Isa. 7. 9. Study 
the references to Ephraim in this book. Here is a nation 
morally rotten, politically doomed and spiritually adulterous, 
Hos. 6. 7-10; 13. 1-2. To bring home to the nation her sin, 
God caused the prophet to enact a living representation of 
Israel's failure and shame, 1-3. The children born to Hosea 
received symbolic names setting forth God's thoughts regard
ing His people. He would "scatter them", "have no mercy", 
and treat them as "not my people" ending in their being 
disowned. 

Spiritual Application 
Read this book with 2 Timothy 3 and Revelation 2-3, for the 
pattern is still with us. God will judge sin in His people, 
1 Pet. 4.17, yet when there is repentance and confession there 
is a reversal of judgment and the enjoyment of divine love; 
see Hos. 14. Messianic references are 1. 11; 2. 15-23; 3. 5; 
n . 10-11; 14. 4-8; and Hosea in his willing obedience, for
giving love, unswerving fidelity, and yearnings for the nation 
portrays our blessed Lord. 

An Analysis 
ISRAEL'S INSINCERITY ILLUSTRATED, chs. 1-3. 

Their Ungodliness, ch. 1. a. The Proposal, 1-2; b. The 
Partnership, 4-5; c. The Product, 6-9; d. The Promise, 
I O - I I . 
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Their Unfaithfulness, ch. 2. a. The Sorrow of Love, 
1-5; b. The Severity of Love, 6-13; c. The Shelter of 
Love, 14-17 j d. The Sympathy of Love, 18-23. 

Their Unworthiness, ch. 3. a. Personal Instruction, 1; 
b. Humble Submission, 2-3; c. National Interpretation, 
4-5-

ISRAEL'S INIQUITY INVESTIGATED, chs. 4-7. 
Their Ignorance, 4. 1-11. a. Their Shame and Sorrow, 

1-3; b. Their Stumbling and Sinning, 4-8; c. Their 
Selfishness, 9-11. 

Their Idolatry, 4. 12 to 5. 15. a. Disgusting, 4. 12-14; 
b. Defiant, 4. 15; c. Deluding, 4. 16-19; d. Defiling, 
5. 1-8; e. Desolating, 5. 9-15. 

Their Impenitence, 6. 1 to 7. 16. a. The Cry, 6. 1-3; 
b. The Complaint, 6. 4; c. The Chastisement, 6. 5-6; 
d. The Crimes, 6. 7-11; e. The Chiding, 7. 1-5; f. The 

Condemnation, 7. 6-16. 
ISRAEL'S INDIFFERENCE ENTREATED, chs. 8-10. 

Their Foolishness, ch. 8. a. Disregard, 1-3; b. Defiance, 
5-6; c. Defeat, 7-14. 

Their Fickleness, ch. 9. a. Bankruptcy, 1-3; b. Bondage, 
4-6; c. Bitterness, 7-10; d. Barrenness, 11-14; e. 
Banishment, 15-17. 

Their Faithlessness, ch. 10. a. The Vine Valueless, 1-2; 
b. The Vows Void, 3-8; c. The Verdict Voiced, 9-13; 
d. The Victim of Vengeance, 14-15. 

ISRAEL'S INTERESTS INDICATED, chs. 11-14. 
The Divine Review, ch. n . a. The Divine Sovereignty, 

1-4; b. The Divine Sorrow, 5-7; c. The Divine Sym
pathy, 8-9; d. The Divine Salvation, 10-11. 

The Divine Rebuke, ch. 12. a. The Divine Controversy, 
1-2; b. The Divine Compassion, 3-6; c. The Divine 
Constancy, 7-11; d. The Divine Care, 12-14. 

The Divine Relation, 13. a. Israel's Pride, 1-6; b. 
Israel's Punishment, 7-14; c. Israel's Perversity, 15-16. 

The Divine Restoration, ch. 14. a. The Prophet's Appeal, 
1-3: Conviction, 1; Contrition, 2; Confession, 2, 3a; 
Confidence, 3b. b. The People's Acceptance, 4-9: 
Forgiveness, 4; Freshness, 5-6; Fulness, 7; Fruitfulness, 
8. 
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Suggestions for Study 
EVANGELICAL OUTLOOK 

1. "Sm" in chapters 4 and 5. How Defiling, Degrading, 
Devouring, Deadly and Destroying. 

2. Love. It Seeks, Serves, Survives, is Sympathetic. It Sustains, 
Suffers and Sacrifices, 2. 14 to 3. 5. 

3. N.T. Anticipation. The necessity of the knowledge of God, 
4. 1-6; of repentance, 6. 1; 14. 1-2; and the love of God, 
3. 1; 11. 1-4. 
Note: Love, Lovers - 14 times in the book; Return - 14 

times; Know, Knowledge - 18 times; Mercy - 10 times; 
Iniquity - 11 times; Whore, Whoredom - 19 times; Ephraim -
over 30 references. 

HOMILETICAL MATERIAL 

This book gives some rich matter. 
1. A lovely picture of the ways of God in love, 11. 1-4. 
2. The 59 "I wills" are a revealing study. Consider for example 

the "I will" of visitation, 1. 4; 2. 11; 7. 12; of devastation, 
1. 5; 2.12,18; 8.14; of consolation, 1. 7; 10.11; of rejection, 
1. 6, 9; 2. 4; of prevention, 2. 6; of correction, 2. 7; of 
retribution, 2. 13; 4. 9; 13. 7-9; of affection, 2. 14, 19; 
14. 4; of recompense, 2. 15; of attention, 2. 21; of restoration, 
2. 23; 14.4; of destruction, 4. 5; 5.14-15; and ofredemption, 
13. 14. 

3. The Valley of Achor, Josh. 7. 2, 4; Isa. 65. 10; Hos. 2. 15. 
PRACTICAL AND PROPHETICAL 

Hosea the man: his Troubles, Trials, Tenderness, Training, 
Teaching, and Triumph. These illustrate Israel's life of 
departure from God, God's method in restoration and His 
attitude to them in spite of backsliding. The "Day of the 
Lord" will finalise all for the nation of Israel. 



3- JOEL 

WE HAVE NO INFORMATION respecting Joel except such as is 
derived from the book which he has left us. He was specially 
a prophet to Judah and the man is lost in the ministry and 
message he delivers. He was a native of the Southern Kingdom 
and was not a priest, i . 13; 2. 17. He has been called the 
Pioneer of The Prophets. 

Name. His name means "Jehovah j s God" and certainly 
characterises the message he gives in this book. His mission 
was to reveal that Jehovah was the Governor of nature and of 
nations. The substance of his message was the day of the Lord. 
Local things are used to teach "last things", a day teaches 
of "the day". His prophecy consists of one utterance., in and 
to Judah. 

Date. He probably prophesied in the early days of Joash, 
B.C. 870-865. The date is principally determined by internal 
evidence. There are no distinct references made to the 
Assyrian or Babylonian invasions, B.C. 721-586. The Syrians 
are not mentioned. The enemies mentioned are the Philistines, 
Phoenicians, Edomites and the Egyptians, 3. 4, 19. Idolatry 
is not mentioned and the Temple worship is satisfactory, cf. 
2 Kings 11. 17; 12. 2; 2 Chron. 20. Note his allusions to the 
centre of public worship which was at Jerusalem, 1. 9,13,14; 
2.15. 

Purpose 
The purpose is both to warn and encourage. The first section 
closing at chapter 2. 17 deals with the calamity, the plague of 
locusts and a call to repentance. The second part from chapter 
2. 18 is Jehovah's response to repentance, the coming Spirit, 
the conquered nations and the comfort of God's presence, 
3.21. 



JOEL 17 

An Analysis 
THINGS PRESENT. REVELATION AND DESOLATION, ch. 1. 

The Call to Attention, 1-3. Opportunity, Capacity, 2; 
Responsibility, 3. 

The Call to Contemplation, 4-12. The stripped land, 
4, 10; The sobbing drunkards, 5; The strangers' 
invasion, 6; The stricken wife, 8; The spiritual poverty, 
9; The smitten husbandmen, 10-12. 

The Call to Lamentation, 13-20. The Lord's messenger, 
13; The Lord's message, 14; The Lord's meaning, 
15-16; The Lord's method, 17-20. 

THINGS IMMINENT. APPLICATION AND INTERPRETATION, 
2. 1-29. 
The Approaching Day, 1-2. The appeal and anticipation, 

1; The amazement, 2. 
The Awful Devastation, 3-10. Consuming, 3; Conquer-

mgj 4-5 j Confident, 6-8; Calamities, 10. 
The Appealing Lord, 11-17. Intervention, 11; Contrition, 

12; Confession, 13; Restoration, 14; Preparation, 15-17. 
The Assuring Word, 18-27. The divine pity, 18; Promise, 

19; Power, 20; The divine pleasure, 21; Provision, 
22,24,26; The divine promise, 23; The divine presence, 
27. 

The Amazing Spirit, 28-29. The Spirit experienced, 28; 
The signs expressed, 29. 

THINGS DISTANT. RESTORATION AND VINDICATION, 2. 30 to 
3.21. 
The Judgment of the Nations, 2. 30 to 3. 8; cf. Matt. 

25. 31-46. Reversal of estimates, 3. 1; Righteous 
judgment, 3. 2-3; Retribution on nations, 3. 4-8. 

The Justice of Jehovah, 9-16. The announcement of war, 
9-10; The assembling nations, 11-12; The awful judg
ment, 13-16; The alluring mercy, 16 (end). 

The Joy of Judah, 17-21. By the knowledge of Jehovah, 
17; By the blessing of Jehovah, 18; By desolation from 
Jehovah, 19; The salvation from Jehovah, 20; The 
recognition of Jehovah, 21. 
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Interesting Features 
i. Chapter one gives the greatest description in all literature 

of locust devastation. "The locust presents a combination of 
terrors, for it resembles a horse in its head, an elephant in its 
eyes, a bull in its neck, a stag in its horns, a lion in its breast, a 
scorpion in its belly, an eagle in its wings, a camel in its 
thighs, an ostrich in its feet, and finally a serpent in its tail". 

2. Here is the first intimation of the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon all flesh, 2. 28, 29. 

3. Joel prophesies the scattering of Jews over all the face of 
the earth and their final restoration, 3. 1-2. 

4. Some authorities see in 1. 4, four species of locust, 
described as (i) the gnawing locust, (ii) the swarming locust, 
(iii) the licking locust, and (iv) the ravaging locust. Are they 
figurative of four great empires that have rendered the land of 
Palestine desolate, namely Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and 
Rome? 

5. Notice the desolation of Egypt and Edom, 3. 19, and the 
contented nation of Israel, 3. 20-21. 

For Your Meditation 
1. A rent heart, 2. 13 - genuine repentance; A rent veil, 

Matt. 27. 51 - because of redemption; a rent heaven, Isa. 
64. 1 - showers of refreshing. 

2. Trace the expression "The Lord your God" and its 
seven connections. 

3. The things that God will do and will be to Israel. The 
many expressions "I will". 

4. Compare and contrast with Acts 2 what is said about the 
outpouring of the Spirit. 

5. The Day of Jehovah, an expression that occurs five times 
in this short book of seventy three verses. Look these up and 
collect other references in the Minor Prophets. The expression 
refers to that lengthened period which will follow the coming 
of the Lord for the Church, when God will deal in judgment 
with the earth preparatory to the introduction of the new 
heavens and the new earth. Its N.T. references suggest its 
coming will be sudden, 1 Thess. 5. 2, preceded by apostasy, 
2 Thess. 2. 3, that it will be great and notable, Acts 2. 20, 
a time of judgment, Matt. 10.15; 11.22,24; 12. 36, involving 
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the recompensing of men and angels, Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2. 9; 3.7. 
Joel reminds us that it will be ushered in by fearful judgments, 
2. 1-11, then followed later by a time of rich blessing and 
Israel's restoration, 2.25-29; Zeph. 3.11-17, the enjoyment of 
the presence of Jehovah among His people, Joel 3. 17-21, 
and universal peace, Micah 4. 5. Read Amos 5. 18-20; 
Obadiah 15; Zeph. 1. 7,14; Zech. 14.1; Mai. 4. 5. The visita
tion of locusts and drought in Joel's day was a forecast of that 
final "day" so often mentioned in the Prophets. 

Compare the restoration of Judah and Jerusalem, Joel 3. 1, 
with Isa. 11. 10-12; Ezek. 37. 21-28; Jer. 23. 5-8; Acts 
15. 14-17: the judgment of the nations, Joel 3. 2-14 with 
Matt. 25. 31-46 and Rev. 18.14-24: the shaking of heaven and 
earth, Joel 3. 15-16, and Isa. 24. 18-20. 



4. A M O S 

AMOS BELONGED to Tekoa, a small town about six miles 
south of Bethlehem and about twelve miles south-east of 
Jerusalem. Very few particulars are given about him and these 
are all found in his book. He did not belong to the Northern 
Kingdom, but to Judah. He is a singular figure among the 
O.T. prophets. His name means bearer or burden and in his 
call he became a "bearer" of the Word of God which was in 
reality a "burden". We should not find service for God a 
burden yet we should be burdened in service. 

From one of the bleakest districts in Palestine and in 
obedience to Jehovah's command Amos appeared in Bethel to 
discharge his prophetic mission and deliver the message 
of Jehovah to the people, 7. 13-14. The fact that he belonged 
to Judah and yet prophesied in Israel made his ministry and 
message all the more disturbing. Never previously had a 
prophet of Judah prophesied in and against Israel. He was 
not a courtier like Isaiah, nor a priest like Jeremiah, but an 
ordinary working man, 7. 14-15. 

Date. Amos prophesied nearly two hundred years after the 
death of Solomon and about one hundred years after Elijah. 
The period is fixed by the opening verse; see 2 Kings 14. 23. 
He ministered during the time of Uzziah and in the second 
half of the reign of Jeroboam II. He appeared (B.C. 809-784) 
rebuking the sins of the monarch, princes, priests and people. 
He was contemporary with Hosea and Jonah. He was familiar 
with the prophecy of Joel, so that Joel must have preceded 
Amos by some years and his ministry is somewhat earlier 
than that of Hosea. 

Setting. This is similar to that of the early part of Hosea's 
ministry. Jeroboam II raised Israel to the zenith of its power 
and splendour and his reign was one of great prosperity. 
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But the prophet was not deceived by the outward prosperity 
and tranquility of the land. He was like Elijah in that he 
stood alone and spake with equal vehemence on the subject of 
Israel's sin. His ministry compassed primarily Israel, but 
then widened and embraced Judah, and then widened still 
more, and included the Gentiles, chs. 1-2. 

Style. His style is homely, full of energy, elegance and 
simplicity. He makes use of imagery to enforce his message 
and does so in prose rather than in poetry. "No other prophet 
furnishes us with these metaphors from the scenes of nature in 
such fresh, vivid, and rich variety. In him we read of the 
iron sledges of the thresher, 1. 3, of stormy hurricanes, 1. 4, 
of the cedars and oaks with their deep roots, 2. 9, of the 
hungry Hon roaring in the forest, 3. 4, of the snared bird, 3. 5, 
of the shepherd tearing out of the mouth of the lion two legs 
and the piece of an ear, 3.12, and many others worth tracing". 
His vocabulary, his figures of speech, his illustrations are all 
reminders of the country life from which he came. 

His Courage. Although a native of Judah, Amos went to 
Bethel in Israel in order to utter his prophecies, Bethel being 
the centre of Israel's idolatry, 1 Kings 12. 28-29. Amaziah the 
priest of the golden calf, endeavoured to drive the prophet 
back to Judah, but even to Amaziah's face this courageous 
servant of Jehovah announced the fate of the priest and his 
family with no uncertain words, 7.14-17. Humanly speaking he 
was alone, but like Elijah, John Baptist, Luther and John 
Knox he would certainly have declared that it is better to be 
alone with God. That faith inspired him with a courage that 
no opposition could shake and that no danger could daunt. 
He discerned that it was a time of outward prosperity and 
inward decay, a time of religious formality and nauseating 
hypocrisy. Like Martin Luther, long after, Amos might have 
declared, "Here I take my stand; I can do no other, so help 
me God", cf. Eph. 6. 13-14; 2 Tim. 4. 16-17. 

Lessons for Today 
1. God, who is God of all the earth, has no favourites and 

His judgment applies to all nations, and if to nations, likewise 
to individuals, chs. 1-2; 1 Pet. 4. 17-18. 
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2. Special privileges bring special accountability, 3. 1, 2, 8. 
3. Outward religious form and ritual is no criterion of a 

right state of heart before God, or a correct knowledge of God, 
5. 16-27. 

4. By repentance and obedience to the voice of God, 
judgment may be averted: "Seek the Lord", 5. 1-14. 

5. Failure to obey the righteous will of God inevitably leads 
to disaster. All need to repent of sins and turn to God. "Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God." The writing is on the wall of 
civilisation, the hand moves on relentlessly, and judgment 
is written in letters of flame. Judgment will fall as surely as 
autumn follows summer. 

An Analysis 
SOBS OF DECLAMATION, chs. 1-2. THE NATIONS. 

Introduction, 1. 1. 
Denunciation against the nations, 1. 2 to 2. 16. Predictions: 

Damascus for cruelty, 1. 3-5; Gaza for treachery, 1. 6-8; 
Tyre for complacency, 1. 9-10; Edom for enmity, 1. 11-
12; Ammon for tyranny, 1.13-15; Moab for inhumanity, 
2. 1-3; Judah for infidelity, 2. 4-5; Israel for profanity, 
2. 6-16. 
Note the formula "For three transgressions . . . and for 
four". 
Keynote. The sovereignty of God over all nations; all 
are responsible for their wrongdoing. 

SPEECHES OF LAMENTATION, chs. 3-6. 
Israel's present guilt, ch. 3. Privileges enjoyed, 1-3; 

Punishment announced, 4-15; its certainty, 4-9; 
necessity, 10-13; severity, 14-15. 

Israel's past sin, ch. 4. Divine condemnation, 1-5; 
wicked women, 1-3; worthless sacrifices, 4-5. Divine 
chastening, 6-13. Note "yet have ye not returned unto 
me", 6, 8,9,10,11; also the pronoun " I " . 

Israel's future judgment, 5. 1 to 6. 14. Judgment deserved, 
5. 1-15; Judgment decreed, 5. 16 to 6. 14. Note the 
lamentation, 5. 1-3; the exhortation, 5. 4-15; the 
devastation, 5. 16-27; the condemnation, 6. 1-11; and 
the retribution, 6. 12-14. 
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SIGNS OF REVELATION, 7.1 to 9.10. SYMBOLICAL. 
First Vision, 7. 1-3. The scourging locusts, i-2a; The 

pleading servant, 20-3. 
Second Vision, 7. 4-6. The contending fire, 4; The 
concerned servant, 5-6. 

Third Vision, 7. 7-9. The measuring plumbline and the 
coming judgment. Historical interlude, 7. 10-17. A 
political priest and a true priest. 

Fourth Vision, ch. 8. The basket of summer fruit. The 
coming destruction, 1-3; The curse of covetousness, 
4-8. The coming judgment, 9-14. 

Fifth Vision, 9. 1-10. Jehovah standing by the altar. 
The severe punishment, 1-4; The sovereign's power, 
5-7; The sifting process, 8-10. Judgment executed to the 
full. 

A SONG OF RESTORATION, 9. H-15. THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM. 
Restoration of the nation, 11-13. Sanctuary restored, 11a; 

Breaches repaired, l i b ; Edom repossessed, 12; Produce 
revived, 13. 

Rule of Messiah, 11-13. Note, I will "raise up", "close 
up", "build". 

Restored to the land, 13-15. Joy restored, 13; Freedom 
reclaimed, 14; Security enjoyed, prosperity assured, 15. 
The word of Jehovah cannot fail. 

Suggestions for Study 
1. Collect a list of sins in this book; this is most revealing 

and humbling. 
2. Trace the cause, course and calamity of divine judgment. 
3. Note recurring phrases, e.g.: "Thus saith the Lord"; 

"Hear the word", 22 times; "for three transgressions . . . 
and for four", "seek the Lord". Collect the questions in the 
book and their answers. Consider the "I will's" of Jehovah -
there are over 40 references. 

4. Study Amos's life as a preacher, e.g., his call, his country, 
courage, concern for the people, his condemnation of national 
sins, confidence in God and communication of truth. 

5. Consider the quotation of 9. 11 by James in Acts 15. 
14-18. (1) The visitation of the Gentiles began after Israel had 
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rejected the second offer of mercy. Now., this people taken out 
is called of God by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and 
constitute the Church, designated as the Body of Christ, 
i Cor. 12. 12, 13; Eph. 1. 22, 23, a called-out assembly. 
(ii) James declares that this outgathering of the Gentiles is in 
harmony with what the prophets taught, (iii) The dynasty and 
kingdom of David would be restored and set up; 2 Sam. 
7. 4-17; Isa. 2. 1-5; 9. 6-7; n . 1-9; Zech. 14 with Matt. 
24. 29-31; Rom. 11. 26, 27. (iv) This will mean a world-wide 
Gentile conversion, Acts 15. 17. They will be brought into 
blessing, Isa. 11. 10; 60. 5; 66. 23. 



5. O B A D I A H 

OBADIAH WAS A NAME common among the Jews and several 
occurrences are found in the Old Testament, but there is 
nothing to indicate that any of them wrote this book. The 
name means "worshipper" or "servant of Jehovah", and this 
book proves that the prophet lived up to his name. 

Authority. This is the shortest book in the Old Testament. 
It is a brilliant prophetic cameo. It comes as a message of 
Jehovah against a proud and cruel nation and reveals that 
retribution falls on resolute sinfulness. 

Date. The Revised Version rendering of verses 11-14 (e.g., 
"look not" instead of "thou shouldest not have looked") 
would seem to indicate that the prophecy was uttered before 
the fall of Jerusalem, and not after it. The writer explains in 
detail the cause of the overthrow of Edom as referred to in 
Joel and Amos. Certain verses in Jeremiah (e.g., 49. 7-22) 
apparently quoted from this book, make it probable that the 
capture referred to is that by Nebuchadnezzar. The prophecy 
may have been spoken between the fall of Jerusalem in 586 
B.C. and the subjugation of Edom by Nebuchadnezzar in 581 
B.C., Ps. 137.7; Lam. 4.21-22; Ezek. 25.12-14. 

Purpose 
The book gives the character, career, condemnation and down
fall of Edom. The Edomites were descendants of Esau, and the 
prophet reveals them as proud, bitter, and resentful, ever 
seeking an opportunity to harm Jacob's descendants. As the 
servant of Jehovah, the writer shows that God is the Righteous 
Ruler, and although Israel may be suffering from the cruelty 
of her ancient enemy Edom, God will deal in judgment 
because of His holiness. This book strikingly illustrates the 
truth of Numbers 32. 23, "be sure your sin will find you out". 
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The prophecy concludes with a promise of restoration for 
Israel, vv. 17-21. 

Historical 
Edom was a descendant of Esau, and Israel from Jacob. 
Antagonism was manifest in the family circle and continued 
when they became two nations, Edom and Israel, Gen. 25.22; 
Num. 20. 18-21; 1 Sam. 14. 47; 2 Chron. 20. 22. Of all the 
nations who afflicted the Jews, the chief were the Assyrians, 
the Chaldeans and the Edomites; and three of the prophets 
were commissioned specially to pronounce their destruction. 
Nahum foretells the destruction of the Assyrian, Habakkuk 
that of the Chaldeans, and Obadiah the destruction of Edom. 
The antagonism of Edom to Judah came to a head in the time 
of Christ. According to the flesh He was a Jew; Herod, king 
of the Jews was an Edomite. To him our Lord never spoke, 
suggested by Luke 23. 8-9. This book warns the nations in all 
ages of the peril of Jew-baiting, anti-semitism, or hatred of the 
Jews, whose cause God Himself will undertake, and whose 
enemies He will destroy. The evil is pride and violence, v. 3, 
the issue, retribution and judgment. Historically, the book tells 
the story of the destruction of Edom and allegoricalry sets 
forth the destruction of the flesh, Gal. 5. 6, 16. 

Prophetical 
The key verses are 15-21, and the phrases "day of the Lord", 
"the kingdom shall be the Lord's", clearly point to the 
final "day of the Lord". The kingdom of Edom may be 
revived in the last days and "all" the heathen will be effaced. 
This refers to the destruction of the Gentile armies at 
Armageddon. They will assist the armies of the Anti-Christ 
against the Jew, even as their forefathers assisted 
Nebuchadnezzar. Then Israel shall possess her possessions 
in the millennium, v. 17. The Edomites will be extinguished, 
v. 18, though this was partially fulfilled by Titus in A.D. 70. 
Their land will be annexed. This will probably be done by the 
Lord acting on Israel's behalf, Joel 3. 19-20. The land of 
Edom will remain a desolation and thus will be a permanent 
warning to the millennial nations of the fate that awaits those 
who are the antagonists of God's chosen people. The end of all 
prophecy is "the kingdom shall be the Lord's". 
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Practical 
This little book has a twofold message for our day, (1) Sin, 
vv. 3-4; 10-14; and (2) Salvation and Sovereignty, w . 17, 21. 

1. Sin. Pride is the sin of sins, v. 3a, and the sin of our day 
among those who profess to follow the Lord, who was "meek 
and lowly". This leads to five other sins, independence, 
v. 3b; injury, v. 10; indifference, v. 11; indulgence, v. 12; 
and interference, v. 14. Note "thou stoodest on the other 
side", v. n and "thou shouldest not", w . 12, 13, 14. The 
message therefore which Obadiah has to bring to us is the sin 
of neutrality. If we are to play the man at all it is impossible 
to be neutral. The church needs men of conviction and 
character, to stand in moments of grave moral issue. How 
much injury have you caused to your brother by passive or 
active opposition? Have you rejoiced in the calamities that 
have befallen others? How many saints have we cut off by 
scandal, v. 14? Are we like the priest and the Levite, passing 
by on the other side, Luke 10. 32, doing nothing for God or 
man? 

2. Salvation. In contrast to the man of pride of heart, 
which is deceptive, presumptive and destructive, v. 3, there 
is the coming day of victory - "deliverance", v. 17, sanctity -
"holiness", and security - possess your possessions. Do you 
live up to your name as the Lord's servant? Are you serving 
the Lord, or criticising those who do? Do you really worship 
the Lord? or are there other objects of interest and affection 
and He only has second place? The Lord is looking for men 
like Obadiah today! The secret of Jacob's history is that he 
was prompted "by faith", Heb. 11. 21. The secret of Esau's 
degeneration is that he was a "profane person", Heb. 12. 16. 

An Analysis 
THE DOOM OF EDOM 

THE REVELATION OF EDOM'S SHAME, 1-9. 
The Human Messenger, Obadiah, ia. 
The Divine Message, the vision and the voice, ib-9. 

Diminished, small, despised, 2; Deceived and defiant, 3; 
Self-deification, as the eagle, 4; Self-protection, among 
the stars, 4; Degraded by the Lord, cut off, 5; Despoiled 



28 OUTLINE STUDIES IN THE MINOR PROPHETS 

by the enemy, they had enough, 5; Deserted by friends, 
deceived, against thee, 7; Destroyed by the Lord, their 
wise and mighty, 8-9. 

THE RECORD OF EDOM'S SIN, 10-14. 
Their Sin Defined, violence, 10a. 
Their Sin Denounced, shame cover thee, 10b. 
Their Sin Detailed, 11-14. 

Note: Refusing Judah help, 11; Rejoicing over calamity, 
12; Ravaging their cities, 13; Resisting their 
escape, 14. 

THE RETRIBUTION FOR EDOM'S SIN, 15-21. 
The Day of Retribution, day of the Lord near, 15. 
The Law of Retribution, as thou hast, 15. 
Revelry and Ribaldry, 16. 
Rescue and Retribution, 17. 
Israel Established and Enriched, 17. 
Edom Extinguished, fire and stubble, 18-19. 
The Endless Kingdom, the Lord's, 21. 
Meditate on carnal security and its end, 3-4; callous, cold 

indifference, 11; the blessings of victory, 17-18. 



6. J O N A H 

JONAH WAS a real person, an historical character who 
prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II ; read 2 Kings 
14. 23-27. His name means "dove" and his father's name 
Amittai means "the truth of the Lord". This dove-like man 
was the bearer of divine truth in a dark, degenerate age. He 
lived in Gath-hepher, in the tribe of Zebulun, near to Cana 
of Galilee. His sphere therefore was the Northern Kingdom, 
and he was a Galilean, John 7. 52. 

Historicity 
This book has been widely attacked by a host of sceptics 
and "higher critics", no doubt inspired by Satan. The book 
is a record of actual facts, not an allegorical fiction or a 
parable intended to impart religious instruction. Unbelief 
always stumbles at that which displays the supernatural and 
demonstrates the miraculous. The account is given in a 
straightforward way, in plain language and without any fanci
ful and ambiguous words. That this book is a strictly historical 
narrative is manifestly evident from the manner in which the 
existence and ministry of this prophet, together with the main 
facts of his history, are referred to by our Lord (see Matt. 
12. 38-41; Luke 11. 29-30). The Lord called the experience of 
Jonah a "sign" of His own resurrection. To deny this history 
casts doubt upon the knowledge and truthfulness of our 
blessed Lord, the "faithful and true witness", Rev. 1. 5. 
This book is placed among the sacred writings under the 
direction of the Spirit of God. 

Difficulty 
When the book was written is uncertain, but Jonah exercised 
his prophetical office either before or very early in the reign 
of Jeroboam II. He would thus be a contemporary of Hosea 
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and Amos, perhaps ministering earlier than they did and 
therefore one of the most ancient of the prophets whose 
writings we possess. His book is historical rather than pre
dictive. 

Ministry 
This book being primarily historical, the history of a prophet, 
it is also biographical - the story of a prophet. The book 
gives only a very small part of his ministry, and is a continu
ation of what he had done previously, "Now the word of the 
Lord came", i. i. The book is a simple narrative with the 
exception of chapter 2, which is both prayer and thanksgiving. 
His style is simple, vivid, graphic, and exceedingly frank in 
its personal disclosures. It is a plain, simple record of fact, 
and looks forward to the preaching of repentance to the 
Gentiles, and to their ingathering with believing Israel in the 
family of God. In fact, God turns from apostate, morally 
sunken Israel, such as we have learned to know it from the 
descriptions of the prophets. Jonah, the very messenger who 
had announced coming deliverance to Jeroboam, turns by 
divine commission to the Gentiles. 

Story 
Jonah was commanded by God to go to Nineveh, the 
capital of the Assyrian empire, and carry God's oral message. 
The city was surrounded by a wall sixty miles in circumfer
ence, fifty feet broad, one hundred feet high, fortified by 
fifteen hundred towers all two hundred feet high. Six hundred 
thousand people lived within its walls. Jonah had to travel 
about 500 miles over mountains, through trackless forests and 
across burning deserts in constant danger from wild men and 
animals. Why did he want to avoid delivering God's message, 
and decide to journey a considerable distance in the opposite 
direction? He gives the answer in his prayer to God, 4. 2-3. 
He knew that the preservation of Nineveh meant the eventual 
conquest and destruction of Israel. No wonder he fled in the 
opposite direction. Disaster came to him, and to save the ship 
and crew, at his own suggestion, he was thrown into the sea. 
Miraculously preserved, he was later re-commissioned and 
carried out his instructions to the letter and thus glorified God. 
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Have we not followed this man in many ways? Many are 
willing to carry out the Lord's commission in missionary 
service, but smug complacency and an exclusive spirit rejoice 
in divine blessing but share nothing of its fulness. Study the 
book thus: 

Jonah in declension. His portion in the storm, ch. 1. 
Jonah in distress. His prayer in the fish, ch. 2. 
Jonah in devotion. His preaching in the city, ch. 3. 
Jonah in displeasure. His pleading with the Lord, ch. 4. 

Suggested Analysis 
THE TRUANT AND TROUBLED PROPHET, ch. 1. 

The commission he received, 1-2; The course he pursued, 
3-4; The confusion he caused, 5-8; The confession he made, 
9-10; The calm he prophesied, 12-14; The conversion of 
seamen, 15-17. 

THE TRUSTING AND TESTIFYING PROPHET, ch. 2. 
His prayer: Its occasion, danger and distress, 1. 17 to 2. 3. 

Its object, forgiveness and freedom, 2. 4-8; 
Its outcome, salvation and song, 2. 9-10. 

THE SERVING AND SUCCESSFUL PROPHET, ch. 3. 
His renewed command, 1-2; His ready compliance, 3-4; 
The repentant city, 5-9; The riches of grace, 10. 

THE SELFISH AND SULKING PROPHET, ch. 4. 
His displeasure, 1, and discontent, 2-3; His discourtesy, 4, 
and despondency, 5-6; His discipline, 7, and dissatisfaction, 
8-9; The divine appeal and attitude, 10-11. 

Suggestions for Study 
1. Evangelically. Chapter 1 as a picture of a sinner running 

away from God. Sin its character, course, calamity, confusion 
and consequences. 

Chapter 2 the sinner's cry, condition, concern, confession 
and complete deliverance. 

Chapters 3 and 4, the preacher's appointment, announce
ment, ambition and amazement. Then he becomes petulant, 
full of self, gloomy, angry, disciplined and silenced. 
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2. Typically. Jonah a type of Israel. 
i. His commission and theirs, Jonah i. 1-2; Ps. 147. 

19-20; Isa. 43. 10-12; Rom. 3. 1-2; n . 29. 
ii. His disobedience and theirs, Jonah 1. 3; Ps. 78. 5-12; 

Rom. 2. 24. 
iii. Cast into the sea, Jonah 1; cf. Israel scattered among 

the nations, Deut. 4. 25-27; Ezek. 23. 16-20. 
iv. Miraculously preserved, Jonah 1. 17; Jer. 30. 10-18; 

46. 28; Rom. 11. 2, 5. 
v. Distress of soul and restoration, Jonah 2; Zech. 

12. 10; Isa. 66. 20; Ezek. 37. 12; Jer. 50. 19-20; 
Rom. 11. 26. 

vi. Preaching, Jonah 3; Zech. 8. 7-23; Ps. 98. 1-3. 
Jonah a type of Christ. Note both the comparisons and the 

contrasts; e.g., the prophet, his witness, his service, death and 
resurrection. 

3. Practically. Consider the servant of God; his revelation 
from God, responsibility in service, running away, chastening, 
repentance, being recommissioned, restored, then perplexed 
and fainting. 



7. M I C A H 

THE OPENING VERSE gives to Micah a period of activity under 
three Jewish kings, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. No direct 
information is given in the book to suggest which king was 
on the throne when the prophet set forth upon his career. He 
may quite easily have figured as a prophet in the three reigns. 

Name. The book is named after the man who wrote it. His 
name means "who is like Jehovah" and this characterises his 
life and message, 7. 18. There is none like Israel's God for 
justice, mercy, truth and grace. This Micah seeks to make 
known. There seems little doubt that he was the author of 
this book: see Jer. 26. 17-19, which seems to confirm this 
fact, cf. Micah 3. 12. Little is known of the personality of the 
prophet. He was a man from the provinces, down near the 
Philistine border. He must have been a man of strong con
victions to speak against the evils of his day, 3. 8. 

Time. This is given in the opening verses; three kings, all 
of the Southern Kingdom. Their reigns cover a period of sixty 
years of social decay and political unrest. The reference to these 
kings gives the limits of time during which the prophet worked. 
He may only have served during the reign of Hezekiah. Amos 
and Hosea figured in the Northern Kingdom, Micah in the 
Southern. He belonged to the country in contrast to Isaiah, 
the man of aristocratic birth. If Micah ministered near the 
end of Jotham's reign and lived to witness the apostasy of the 
government under Ahaz he may have witnessed its partial 
recovery under Hezekiah. "The date of writing could be be
tween 740-695 B.C." (Scroggie). He was the only prophet 
who addressed his message to both Israel and Judah. 

Style. The literary style is not uniform. Sometimes it is 
brupt, at other times smooth and simple and full of poetic 
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beauty like Isaiah. He indulges in dramatic interruptions and 
answers, e.g., 2. 6-12; 3 . 1 ; 4. 9; 6. 6-8, 10-11; 7. 14. 

Mission. His mission was to proclaim to Israel and Judah 
that judgment was at hand. He deals with the moral and social 
wrongs more than the things of state. No class was exempt from 
the prevailing corrupting influences; princes, priests, prophets 
and people were all involved in the moral decay, 2.1-2,8,9,11; 
3- *~3* 5> 11L> Early in his prophecy he mentions no less than 
ten towns and villages in the neighbourhood of his home, 
warning them of the approaching calamities, 1. 10-15. He 
pictures the callousness of the higher classes and the privations 
of the people. The poor were robbed of all that they held 
precious, cast out of their homes, deprived of the means of 
livelihood, 3. 1-4. It is truly an evil picture that the prophet 
paints of his country in his own day. Micah was the prophet 
of justice and mercy, the stern demands of morality and the 
free grace of the Gospel, 6. 8. The leaders of the nation, 
temporal and spiritual, both in their own way, are blind leaders 
of the blind. There is in them neither foresight nor insight, 
thus the nation is on the high road to ruin. 

Special Features 
He makes several clear and specific prophecies: i. Destruction 
of the kingdom of Israel by the Assyrians, 1.6-7; 2 Kings 17. 
3-6, and the advance of Sennacherib against Jerusalem, 1.9-16. 
ii. Destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, 3. 12; 7. 13. 
iii. Cessation of prophecy, 3. 5-7. iv. Deportation of Jews to 
Babylon, 4. 10. v. Location of the birthplace of our Lord 
Jesus, 5. 2. vi. Indication of millennial glories, universal, 
peaceful and supreme, 4. 13; see Isa. 2. 2-4. vii. The re-
gathering and deliverance of the remnant of Israel, 2.12 ',4.6-8; 
5.8. 

Micah 5. 2 is quoted by the chief priests and scribes re
garding the birth of the Messiah, Matt. 2.6; see also John 7.42. 
The Lord Jesus quotes Micah 7. 6, when sending His twelve 
disciples on their mission, Matt. 10. 35-36. 

Suggested Analysis 
EXECUTION OF JUDGMENT FORETOLD, I . 1-16. 

Proclaimed to people, 1-2; Portrayed in storm upon Israel, 
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3-7; Lamentation of prophet, 8-9; Description of judgment 
upon Judah, 10-16. 

EXPOUNDING THE CAUSES OF JUDGMENT, 2.1-13, NATIONAL SINS. 
Sins of rich, 1-5; Sins of prophets, 6-11; Signs of salvation, 
12-13. 

EXPOSING THE CONDUCT OF RULERS, 3. 1-11, SOCIAL SINS. 
Sins of the Princes, 1-4; Prophets, 5-8; Sins of Princes, 
Priests and Prophets, 9-11; Coming judgment, 12. 

EXALTATION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 4. 1-13. 
The centre of worship, 1-2; The centre of peaceful rule, 3; 
The centre of righteous rule, 4-5; Captivity then conquest, 
9-13. 

EXPECTATION OF MESSIAH, 5. 1-15. 
Affliction of Israel, 1; Advent of their Ruler, 2; Messiah's 
attitude, 4; Authority and ability, 5-15. 

EXPOSTULATION OF JEHOVAH, 6. 1-16. 
Appeal of Jehovah, 1-5; Answer of people, 6-7; Answer of 
prophet, 8-9; Awful sin of people, 10-16. 

EXPRESSION OF THE PROPHET, 7. 1-20. 
Lamentation, 1-6; No righteousness, 1-4; No security, 5-6. 
Confession, 7-8; Submission, 9-13; Restoration, 14-20. 

Study the wonderful description of Jehovah's character in 
chapter 7. 18-20. 

Spiritual Teaching 
This book shows the connection between moral declension and 
national disaster and is most applicable to our day and gener
ation. Here is denunciation of the spiritual, social and moral 
evils of his day and our day. A summary of its spiritual message 
is given in the trite statement of chapter 6. 8, "He hath shewed 
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God". These three things emphasize the supreme 
necessity of our outward actions corresponding with the in
ward motives; to "do justly" is to be righteous in our actions; 
to "love mercy" is to be righteous in all our thoughts, desires, 
motives and affections; "to walk humbly before God" is 
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humility of heart and life before our God. The true nature of 
religion is an internal rather than an external matter, a matter of 
the heart and the inner life rather than offerings at the sacred 
courts. Inward sincerity and outward faithfulness are the 
things that God delights to find in His saints, e.g. Abel, Noah, 
Enoch, Abraham, Job and Daniel. 

For Preachers 
Coming Judgment, i . 1-5, the call - hear all ye people. 

Hearken, O earth - the trial of the Great Judge, the accused, 
the witnesses, v. 2, 5. The centre of judgment, 3; divine, 
searching, solemn, righteous. The circumstances, 4; figurative
ly given, hills, valleys, etc. The cause of judgment, 5; trans
gression, idolatry, iniquity, 2. 1-3. The consequences of 
judgment, 1. 6-9; incurable wounds in Jerusalem. 

Ministers of the Word, 2. 7; 3.5-8. i. FALSE MINISTERS, 3.5-7; 
Deceptive - "make my people err"; Derisive - "prepare war"; 
Destructive - "bite with their teeth"; Hypocritical - "Cry 
peace yet war comes"; Darkness - no vision; Defeat - "be 
ashamed"; Disgrace - "no answer"; see also 2. 11. 

ii. TRUE MINISTER, 3. 8; 2. 7; Divine resources - spirit 
unrestrained, 2. 7. Divine revelation - words do good, 
powerful and productive; walk uprightly, human response. 
A ministry of power, fulness, light and courage, 3. 8. 

The Mercy of God, 7. 18-20. i. Expressed - He pardons, 
He passes over, He restrains anger, delights in mercy. Pardon, 
free, full, final, v. 18. 

ii. Enjoyed - restoration, compassion, sanctification (subdue 
sins, abolition of sins into depths of sea), v. 19. 

iii. Exulted in - the covenant and confidence, v. 20. 



8. N A H U M 

NOTHING IS KNOWN of the prophet Nahum except that he 
belonged to Elkosh, the location of which cannot be established 
with certainty. Some say that it "was not far from Capernaum", 
which means "village of Nahum". Nahum may have been a 
descendant of Israelites who had been left in the north after 
the deportations by the Assyrians, 2 Kings 18. 9-11. He 
addressed Judah and not Israel, though he spoke in the land 
of Israel. It is clearly with Judah that he is concerned. 

Name. The prophet's name means "comforter" or "con
solation" and this aptly describes his ministry which was not 
only timely but particularly consoling to Judah, 1. 7, 15. 
Possibly the name was given him by bis parents in some time 
of trial, indicating that God was to comfort their hearts by 
the child He had bestowed. His book presents the comfort of 
retribution, and his message is a cry in the light of the execution 
of divine vengeance upon the oppressors of his people. For 
Judah it is an exultant shout of triumph over the speedy 
downfall and destruction of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. 

Date. The date is not given but may be assumed from its 
theme and contents. The fall of Nineveh, though still future, 
must be after the sack of Thebes (No-Amon, 3. 8 R.v.) by the 
Assyrians in 661 B.C.; Nineveh itself fell in 607 - 606 B.C. and 
four years later the last of Assyria as an empire, vanished 
unlamented. Some time within the compass of these two 
dated happenings Nahum delivered his prophecy. The fall 
of Assyria was followed by the rise of Babylon. 

It is not indicated who were the kings reigning in Israel 
or in Judah at the time of his ministry. Probably his message 
was given during the reign of Hezekiah when Jerusalem was 
besieged by Assyria; see Isa. 36. 
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Setting. "The Assyrians were the cruellest of all the great 
empires of antiquity. They gloried in their record of a ferocity 
at which we stand aghast", (Sayce). Farrar writes., "Judged 
from the vaunting inscriptions of her kings, no power more 
useless, more savage, more terrible, ever cast its gigantic 
shadow on the page of history as it passed on to the way of 
ruin. They cut down warriors like weeds or smote them like 
wild beasts in the forests and covered pillars with the flayed 
skins of rival monarchs". This is the power upon which Nahum, 
filled with unshaken faith in the Eternal Righteousness, is 
commissioned to pronounce the doom of God. 

Purpose. Nahum reveals the twofold character of Jehovah 
exercising judgment and mercy; judgment to His adversaries 
and mercy and grace to His own people. His theme is the 
overthrow and destruction of Nineveh. He reveals the con
tinued conflict between good and evil, between right and might, 
and that the final issue is with God. It was to Nineveh that 
Jonah was sent. To them he declared the might and the power 
of God; and as a result they turned to God. Nahum's prophecy 
opens about 150 years later, and what a drastic change in the 
moral condition of the nation is pictured here. There is 
complete apostasy from God and Nahum declares what God is 
going to do in consequence of their sin and apostasy. 

Title. This is given in the very first sentence, "The burden 
of Nineveh", and provides a key to the understanding of the 
book. The sub-title, "The book of the vision of Nahum" 
suggests that he had seen the things which he declares. He 
had been caught up into the secret place of the most High, 
and had looked out upon both Judah and Nineveh from this 
vantage ground. This is an essential pre-requisite for any 
divine ministry. The book is an historic illustration of the text 
"Vengeance belongeth unto me", Rom. 12. 19 R.V.; cf. Psa. 
94. i ;99 . 8. 

Suggested Analysis 
One of the clearest basic outlines is that by G. Campbell 
Morgan. Ch. 1. The Verdict of Vengeance, Ch. 2. The Vision 
of Vengeance, Ch. 3. The Vindication of Vengeance. A more 
detailed review of contents may be shown as follows: 
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THE DOOM OF NINEVEH DECREED,, ch. i. 

Introduction - the voice and the vision, i. 
The Description of the Judge, 2-6. The vision. The voice 

of Jehovah - the Lord is jealous. He avengeth. Vin
dication of His power - patient, "slow to anger", power
ful - in the air, sea and land; persistent - "by no means 
clear the guilty", R.v. His anger is real, righteous and 
terrible, 6. * 

The Deliverance of Judah, 7-15. The verdict. 
Protection for His own, 7. His goodness is powerful and 
watchful. Destruction for His enemies, 8-14. Nineveh's 
power removed as stubble, 10, as a yoke, 13, as a bond, 
13, cut off, 14. For Judah a promise of restoration, 12, 
redemption, 13, rest, 15. 

THE DOOM OF NINEVEH DESCRIBED, ch. 2. 
The Coming Conqueror, 1-2. The Medo-Babylonian army. 
The Conditions of the Conflict, 3-6. The coming army 

terrible and invincible, 3-4; the defenders brave but 
beaten, 5-6. 

The Conquest, 6-9. Gates opened, palace destroyed, queen 
captured, inhabitants flee, city spoiled. 

The Consummation, 10-12. Its site obliterated, 11; rulers 
defeated, 12; resources destroyed, 13. 

In verses 1-12 we see the manner of its destruction and 
in verse 13 we have the mystery of it. 

THE DOOM OF NINEVEH DEFENDED, ch. 3. 
Vice Rampant, 1-3. Corruption and cruelty. 
Vengeance Retributive, 4-7. Exposed, 5; disgraced, 6; 

forsaken, 7. 
Vice brings Ruin, 8-19. Comparison with Egypt, 8-12; 

no protection, 8-13; no preparations, 14-18; no pity, 19. 

Message for Today 
Nahum is the complement of Jonah. In Jonah judgment on 
Nineveh is vrithdrawn but in Nahum the judgment is executed. 
Note the two-fold nature of the ministry suggested by the 
text, "Behold therefore the goodness (Jonah) and severity 
(Nahum) of God", Rom. 11. 22; cf. Gal. 6. 7-8 and Nah. 
1. 7-8. 
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We know what God is by what He does. His nature is known 
by His works. The conception of God's character governs 
the moral condition of a nation. According to a man's con
ception of God, so will be his conception of morality, of good
ness, of responsibility, and so will be the purity and the 
power of his life. And whilst God has spoken finally and more 
fully in His Son than in the prophets of Old Testament times, 
it is still true that the place we give to God, the honour we 
ascribe to Him, the consciousness we have of His holiness, 
His justice, His goodness, His truth, His faithfulness, and the 
degree to which we draw upon His sufficiency and grace, will 
govern the moral and spiritual condition of our lives. We may 
see in Nineveh a picture of the world that knows not God, 
Psa. 10.1-6, and which is hovering under the judgment of God. 

This book reveals God as Ruler over His universe and 
emphasizes the duty of nations as well as individuals to own 
His sway and obey His word. 

This book reinforces our faith by a vindication of Jehovah 
as the avenger of His people, as the punisher of oppressors, 
cf. 2 Thess, i. 6-io. It is still true that "the wheels of God 
grind slowly but they grind exceeding small", cf. i. 2. Sin 
is a principle of self-annihilation. Evil contains within itself 
the seed of inevitable decay. Only goodness lasts. Only love 
is eternal, for "love is of God". "Of the thirty Roman Emperors 
and Governors who persecuted Christians, not one came to a 
peaceful end". 

For Your Study 
Trace the "I wills" in this book and the references to "the 
Lord". 

Meditate on Divine judgment. It is real, ch. i : provoked, 
2-3; portrayed, 4-6; and promised, 13-14. It is righteous, ch. 2: 
the ravages of war, 1-7; the enemy's approach and the attack, 
3-7. The ruin of the city, 8-13; despair, 8-9, desolation, 10, 
destruction, 11-13. It is retributive, ch. 3: massacre in its 
streets, 1-3; manifestation of its shame, 4-7; the moving of 
its inhabitants, 8-13; the mighty melt away, 14-18; and none 
mourn her disappearance, 19. 



9. H A B A K K U K 

NOTHING IS KNOWN of Habakkuk apart; from this book. 
From the fact that he makes no mention of Assyria, and 
speaks of the Chaldean power as growing with almost in
credible rapidity, it is concluded that he prophesied in Judah 
during the reign of Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim shortly before the 
invasion by Nebuchadnezzar, i. 5-6; 2. 3; 3. 2,16. In this case 
the background of the book extends over a period from 625 
to 605 or even to 597 B.C. 

Period. He was in all probability .a contemporary of 
Jeremiah. Both prophets are alike in respect of their emphasis 
on personal fellowship with God. When Habakkuk delivered 
his message, the condition of things calling for reformation 
still existed; read 2 Kings 21 to 24 and 2 Chron. 34 to 36. 

Name. The prophet's name means "embracing" or 
"wrestler" and occurs in other portions of the Word (e.g., 
Gen. 29. 13; 33. 4; 48. 10; 2 Kings 4. 16). "He embraced the 
people in his arms, he comforts them and lifts them up, as one 
embraces a weeping child to quiet it, with the assurance that, 
if God will, it shall be better soon", Luther. 

The book is built up around the meaning of his name. He 
"embraced" his God in prayer for he was perplexed, 1. 4, 
12-15, n e "embraced" God by faith for he expected a solution 
to his problems, 2. 1-4,14, 20, and he "embraced" God with 
songs of victory as he anticipated the glorious triumph of 
God over all evil, 3. 1-19. 

Purpose. In this book we have a man of faith asking 
questions and receiving answers. He wrote to encourage those 
who truly believed and trusted God. His message informed 
them and us that Jehovah had not changed, but that since 
Judah had sinned by turning aside to idols, God would use 
the Chaldeans as His sword to execute judgment upon the 
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guilty people. The book opens in mystery and questioning 
whilst it closes in certainty and affirmation. 

Its Spiritual Values. This book excels in wonderful and 
awe-inspiring descriptions of the majesty of God. Habakkuk 
has been called the "free-thinker among the prophets" and 
the "doubting Thomas" of the Old Testament. Yet he was the 
"Grandfather of the Reformation", because the great doctrine 
of justification by faith Paul found had been anticipated and 
confirmed by Habakkuk, 2. 4, and Luther learned it from 
Paul. Habakkuk aired his doubts and difficulties concerning 
the Tightness of the moral government of God. He makes a 
confidant of his best and truest friend and being one of the 
Levitical choristers he moulds the third chapter of his book 
in the form of a Psalm (note the three occurrences of the word 
"Selah"). 

Message. The keynote of the book is contained in the 
phrase "the just shall live by his faith" or "in his faithfulness", 
2. 4 R.V. marg. Three great New Testament books take up 
this phrase and through their different emphases unfold 
something of the wealth expressed in it. In Galatians the word 
"faith" is underlined, 3. 11, as that which distinguishes true 
Christianity from mere law-keeping. In Romans where the 
question "how can man be just with God" is fully answered, 
the apostle places the stress on the word "just" in the quotation 
from Habakkuk, Rom. 1.17. In Hebrews, the writer addresses 
those who had started on the Christian pathway by faith but 
who were forgetting the former days. To such he emphasises 
the word "live" in the quotation, 10. 38, to press home the 
salutary lesson of continuing in the Christian life by faith. In 
his "Song of Ascents" the prophet passes from trouble, 
ch. 1, through trust, ch. 2, to triumph, ch. 3. 

Suggested Analysis 
HIS PERPLEXITY. THE TRIAL OF FAITH, ch. I . 

The Sins of God's People, 1-4. Why is God so deaf? 
His burden, 1; His problem, 2; Divine indolence, 2; 
Iniquity and insurrection, 3-4; Divine indifference, 3-4. 

The Strangeness of God's Way, 5-11. History under divine 
control, 5-6; Invasion by a dreadful foe, 7-11. 
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The Strength of God's Character, 12-17. Appeal to the 
majesty of Jehovah, 12a; Apprehension of the purpose 
of Jehovah, 12b; Anxiety about the government of 
Jehovah, 13; Awareness of the wickedness of nations, 
14-17. 

His PATIENCE. THE TRUST OF FAITH, ch. 2. 
The Attitude, waiting, 1. 
The Answer, write the message, 2-4. 
The Announcement, woes on the Chaldeans, 5-19. 
The Anticipation, Jehovah reigneth, 20. 

His PRAYER AND PRAISE. T H E TRIUMPH OF FAITH, ch. 3. 
His Petition. For remembrance and revival, 1-2. 
His Praise of Jehovah, 3-15. Poem about divine glory, 3-6; 

Divine government, 7-11; Divine goings, 12-15. 
His Peace in Jehovah, 16-18. Fear and trembling, 16; 

Faith amid trouble, 17; Final triumph and joy, 18. 
His Power in Jehovah, 19. Faith makes him sing, 18; Faith 

makes him strong, 19; Faith makes him swift, sure, 19. 

Suggestions for Study 
1. Collect and meditate on the beautiful texts in the book, 

e.g., 1. 12-13; 2. 14, 20; 3. 18-19. 
2. Discover why we might appropriately entitle chapter one 

as "The wailing chapter", chapter two as "The waiting 
chapter" and chapter three as "The worshipping chapter". 

3. Find verses which present this man of God as a seer and 
scholar in chapter 1, as a watchman and preacher in chapter 
2, as an intercessor, poet, singer and saint in chapter three. 

4. Trace the attributes of Jehovah in the book. 
5. Carefully and prayerfully weigh the message of 3. 17-19-

Remember we too walk by faith and not by sight, 2 Cor. 
4. 16-18. 

Message for Today. The book declares and demonstrates 
the consistency of the character of God in view of permitted 
evil. We may rest here having unshaken confidence in God 
when all around us fails. 



io. Z E P H A N I A H 

FROM THE OPENING VERSE of the prophecy we learn some
thing about Zephaniah, the writer. His genealogy is traced 
back for four generations to Hezekiah, R.v. This would suggest 
that he was the great-grandson of this famous king and there
fore of the royal house of Judah. He is supposed to have been 
a youth and about the same age as Josiah or a little older. 
Zephaniah's claim to inspiration and authority is seen in the 
words of chapter i. i, and the oft-repeated words "saith the 
Lord";, i. 2, 3, io; 2. 9; 3. 8, 20. 

Title. Zephaniah means "Hidden of Jehovah", or "Jehovah 
hath guarded" and this truth is emphasised in his message 
(cf. 2. 1-3 with Psalm 27. 5; 83. 3). In view of the high
handed injustice of the ruling officials, 1. 8, and the general 
corruption of all classes, 3. 1-7, his prophecy points to a time 
before Josiah's reform. The prophet was encouraged, equipped 
and thrust forth by the God who guarded him. 

Setting. 2 Kings 21 to 23. 23 together with the early 
chapters of Jeremiah provide the historical background for 
this book. Zephaniah saw the menacing hordes of Scythians, 
rising over the horizon, swift and terrible in their movements. 
Jeremiah, his contemporary, looked upon a similar enemy as 
the source of the greatest danger at that moment. The position 
of Judah was delicate and difficult, for with its small resources 
it could not hope to prevail over the great powers. When the 
greater nations to the north and south of Judah strove for the 
mastery of the world, the weak nations that lay between 
became involved and were often ravaged. Aware of the seething 
unrest all around, Zephaniah became a preacher of righteous
ness and denounced the evils of his age in unsparing terms. 

Date. The title directs our attention to Josiah's reign, 
(641-610 B.C.). He was doubtless instrumental in Josiah's 
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revival, 2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chron. 34-35, but the spiritual 
movement proved superficial. With the captivity impending, 
Jer. 2. 11-13; Zeph. 3. 1-7, Zephaniah points out that the 
moral state of Judah, which because of the reformation under 
Josiah was outwardly improved, was not deep and sincere 
enough to avert disaster. 

Scope. Zephaniah was the last of the Minor Prophets to 
minister before the Captivity. He does for the two tribes 
of the Southern Kingdom what Hosea had done for the ten 
tribes of Israel. Both books have a retrospective and a pro
spective character. Zephaniah is pre-eminently the prophet of 
"the day of the Lord", a subject which connects him with the 
ministry of Joel. In both there is firstly a threatening of 
judgment, then a call to repentance and lastly the promise 
of the golden age of glory and peace of a restored universe. 

There is no compromise in the language used. He denounces 
sin and announces judgment with perfect fearlessness and 
closes his book with a song full of inspiration and hope looking 
forward to the inauguration of the Millennial Kingdom. 

Message. The key to the book is the phrase the "day of the 
Lord", 1. 7, 8,9,10,14-18; 2. 2, 3; 3. 8. C. Morgan summar
ises it thus: "the content, the extent and the intent of the Day 
of the Lord". He sees in the approaching invasion of 
Nebuchadnezzar a foreshadowing of the coming great day of 
the Lord in which all judgments of earth will culminate. This 
is to be followed by the restoration of Israel and the blessing 
of both Israel and the nations in the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be inaugurated after His second advent. 

There is comfort and assurance; "sing", "be glad and re
joice", 3. 14; "thou shalt not see evil any more", 3. 15; "fear 
thou not", 3. 16. There is challenge; "Let not thine hands be 
slack", 3. 16. Read this book along with 2 Peter 3 for the 
spiritual lessons for today. 

Suggested Analysis 
Introduction, 1. 1. The prophet's authority and associations. 
THE DECLARATION OF JUDGMENT, I . 2-18. 

Judgment Announced, 1. 2-13. Judgment upon the whole 
earth, 2-3; its universality, 2; its severity, 3. Judgment 
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upon Judah, 4-6; its causes, idolatry, 4; apostasy, 5-6. 
Judgment upon all classes, 7-13; princes, 8; oppressors, 
9-10; merchants, 11; the indifferent, 12. The day of 
Jehovah's sacrifice, 7-9; of Jehovah's scrutiny, 12-13. 

Judgment at Hand, 1.14-18. A day of dense darkness, 14-15; 
distress and desolation, 15; of blindness and helpless
ness, 17; of jealousy and judgment, 18. 

THE EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE, 2. 1-3. 
A Call to Recollection, 1, the need and the means. 
A Call to Repentance, 2, danger in delay, "before, before, 

before". 
A Call to Realisation, 3, "Seek ye the Lord . . . seek 

righteousness, seek meekness". 
THE CONTEMPLATION OF JUDGMENT, 2. 4-15. 

The Compass Embraced: in the west - Philistia, 4-7; in the 
east - Moab, 8-9; in the south - Ammon, Ethiopia, 12; 
in the north - Assyria, 13-15. 

The Certainty of their Doom, "as I live, saith the Lord of 
hosts", 9. 

The Cause of Disaster, pride, cruelty, selfishness, defiance, 
8, 10. 

The Comfort of Judah, "the Lord their God shall visit 
them", 7. 

THE CORRUPTION OF JUDAH, 3. 1-7. 
Note the sins exposed: oppression, 1; declension, 2; 
refusing correction, 2; evil leadership, 3-4; civil and reli
gious shamelessness, 5; corruption, 6-7. 

THE INDIGNATION OF JEHOVAH UPON THE NATIONS, 3. 8. 

THE PRESERVATION OF THE FAITHFUL, THE CONVERSION OF 
MANY, 3. 8-10. 

Judged, 8; blessed and serving, 9; pure in language, 
sincere in worship and united in service, 9; prayer and 
thanksgiving, 10. 

THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL, 3. 11-18. 
National recovery, 11; moral rectitude, 12-13; humble, 
dependent, upright, sincere, 11-13; joyful song, 14; 
emancipation, 15. 
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THE JOY OF JEHOVAH, 3. 16-20. 
His Presence with them, "in the midst", 15. 
His Power for them, "he will save", 17. 
His Pleasure in them, "rest, rejoice", 17. 
His Purposes for them, "I will". Songs instead of sorrow, 

18-19; security instead of scattering, 20a; recovery and 
restoration, 20b; God fulfills the promise of the 
Abrahamic covenant, Gen. 12. 1-3. 

For Meditation and Study 
What difference, if any, do you see in the subject of the "day 
of the Lord" as presented by Joel and Zephaniah? 

Collect all aspects of sin, and consequent judgment. 
Could you preach the gospel and give warning of judgment 
from this book? 

Search for the threefold cords of truth and blessing in 
chapter 3. Are these a revelation of our character, condition 
and conduct today? 

Muse on the expression, "in the midst" and apply its 
teaching for us today. 

Study the "I wills" in the book. 



i i . H A G G A I 

HAGGAI IS THE FIRST in order of the Minor Prophets after 
the captivity. The deportation of the people into captivity was 
in three stages that extended over a number of years. The 
restoration to their homeland was similarly in three separate 
phases. The tone of ministry given by the "prophets of the 
restoration" met the need of the people as seen in the historical 
records of Ezra and Nehemiah. Haggai and Zechariah gave 
ministry to incite the immediate re-building of the Temple., 
restoring the Mosaic institutions and unfolding the great 
future of the nation. 

Name. Haggai means "festive" or "feast of Jehovah". 
Probably he was born on a feast day, and the name may have 
been given in joyous anticipation of the imminent end of the 
captivity. Certainly he was commissioned to encourage his 
people in order that they might enjoy a feast. The people 
needed encouragement for they went back to a devastated 
land, to a desolate city, and to a temple in ruins. His call to the 
prophetic office is assigned by himself to the second year of 
Darius, i.e. B.C. 520. His mission was to urge the people to 
complete the restoration of the temple without delay. The 
ministry of the prophet was effective and the people ener
getically responded to the challenge. 

Date. The historical setting of this book is found in Ezra 
chapters 1 to 6 and especially chapters 5 and 6. His 
prophecies are clearly marked but dating by referring to the 
reign of a Gentile monarch indicates that the power had been 
handed over from Israel to the Gentiles for the time being. He 
delivered five distinct messages in the space of four months, 
from September to December 520 B.C.. 

Style and Purpose. His ministry was methodical, his 
theme being developed at each stage of the work. His presen-
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tation is somewhat rhetorical, as his fondness for searching 
questions indicates. The messages were brief, plain, curt and 
businesslike, good practical ministry which was attended 
with immediate success. The work of rebuilding the temple 
had been arrested by the Samaritans and the new ruler, 
Ezra, 4. 7-24. For fifteen years God's house was totally 
neglected. In view of this neglect, God raised up two prophets 
through whom He might speak to His people, Haggai and 
Zechariah. Exhortation and encouragement marked the 
ministry of these servants and should be a feature of ministry 
today, 1 Cor. 10. 11. The internal evidence that Haggai was 
speaking Jehovah's message is beyond dispute, Hag. 1. 13. 
Five times in the 38 verses he tells us - "The word of Jehovah 
came"; nine times "Thus saith", or "saith Jehovah of 
hosts"; this latter title he uses 14 times and "Jehovah" 
19 times. 

Message. This is firstly a word of exhortation to those who 
were neglectful of their responsibility, who were allowing the 
material to shut out the spiritual. Secondly, a word of en
couragement to those who, while doing the work, were being 
discouraged by those who should have helped them. The 
prophet aimed at stability and tranquility in the lives of the 
people, and he realised that those lofty ends were bound up 
with completing the building of the temple and commencing 
and continuing to give God His portion in its regular and 
scriptural system of worship. "Be strong", be courageous, 
do the Lord's work in His way at His time, by His Spirit and 
to His glory, he pleads. 

Suggested Analysis 
A CHALLENGING MESSAGE OF REBUKE, I . I - I I . 

The Date and the Event, 1. 
The Challenge of God, "This people say"; a contrast of 

houses, thought, works, 2-4. 
The Call to Consideration, 5-6; scarcity, hunger, thirst. 
The Counsel of God, 7-8; consider, climb, construct. 
The Cause of God, 9-11; why, because, therefore. 

A COMFORTING MESSAGE ON THEIR REVIVAL, I . 12-15. 
The result of the first message. Recognition, "obeyed" 12a; 
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Reverence, they "did fear", 12b; Response, "did work" 
14b; Resource, "I am with you", 13; the date, 15. 

A CHEERING MESSAGE OF RE-ENCOURAGEMENT, 2. 1-9. 
The Depression of the People, 1-3. 
The Declaration of the Lord, 4-5; be courageous, industrious 

and inspired, 4. 
The Demonstration of His Power, 6-9; His Power, 6; His 

Provision, 8; His Purpose, 7; His Pleasure, "I will 
fill", 7. 

A CORRECTIVE MESSAGE ON RESPONSIBILITY, 2. 10-19. 
Their Impurity, 11-13, an Appeal to the law. 
Their Impatience, 14-19, an Application of the law. Holiness 

is not contagious but uncleanness is; "So is this people", 
"so is every work of their hands", 14. 

Their Inspiration, 19b; an Announcement of grace. 

A CONFIRMING MESSAGE OF REWARD, 2. 20-23. 
The Event and Date, v. 20. A word of encouragement, v. 23. 
The Divine Plan, "I will shake the heavens and the earth", 

21. 
The Divine Purpose, "I will overthrow . . . destroy", 22; 

a destructive end and the overthrow of enemies. 
The Divine Promise is Constructive, 23. There will be 

universal subjugation, 22; but for this servant personal 
preservation, 23. 

Summary of Messages. These five messages are a little 
Pentateuch and some of the teaching of each book will be found 
in the corresponding message. 

1. God's call to repentance - for the conscience. 
2. God's call to diligence - for the will. 
3. God's call to endurance - to the spirit. 
4. God's call to obedience - for the mind. 
5. God's call of assurance - for the heart. 
For your Meditation. 1. What do the phrases mean to 

you, "Thus saith the Lord", "the word of the Lord"? Trace 
all references to the Lord speaking in this book. 

2. Why is the title "Lord of hosts" used so often in Haggai 
and Zechariah? 
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3. Study all the questions asked by Jehovah. 
4. Feast on the "I wills" of encouragement. 
5. The words of Jehovah in chapter one are: condemning, 2; 

challenging, 4; considerate, 5; commanding, 8; cheering, 8; 
chiding, 9; commendable, 12; and comforting, 13. 

Spiritual Application of the Book. The temple of God 
is used metaphorically in a three-fold way in the New 
Testament. 

1. Of the church in its aggregate, age-long character, a holy 
temple,' a building, Eph. 2. 21, composed of living stones, 
1 Pet. 2. 5. Christ is building His church and through the 
evangelist is adding living stone to living stone in that structure 
of which He is the Chief Corner Stone. 

2. Of the local assembly, 1 Cor. 3. 17. Each believer as well 
as full-time servants of God are responsible to build into this 
temple gold, silver and precious stones, always serving in the 
light of the judgment seat of Christ and for the lasting up
building of the local company of believers. 

3. Of the believer's own body which is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, 1 Cor. 6. 19. In our bodies we should glorify 
God by holy living. Are we failing in these three aspects; 
does the temple lie waste? Are we too busy with our own things 
to honour God in spiritual matters? Put God first in life, 
Matt. 6. 33; and in service, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 



12. Z E C H A R I A H 

T H I S BOOK SURPASSES all the Minor Prophets in its Messianic 
emphasis and in its unfolding of events connected with both 
the first and second advents of our Lord. Isaiah and Zechariah 
are the most Messianic of all the prophets. Zechariah is the 
most truly apocalyptic and eschatological of all the writings 
in the Old Testament. Read Zechariah 6-14 with Isaiah 40-66, 
tracing the references to the first and second advents of Christ. 

Zechariah was contemporary with Haggai, Ezra 5. 1, and 
their prophecies belong to the same era of history. Zechariah 
seems to take up his message where Haggai finishes. Haggai 
had said "from this day will I bless you", Hag. 2. 19, and 
Zechariah takes up the theme supplementing, developing, and 
amplifying the message of Haggai. 

Title. Zechariah means "He whom Jehovah remembers" 
and the name was given to various kings, princes and prophets 
in Israel. The theme connected with God remembering is 
worth tracing with the help of your concordance; e.g. Gen. 
9.15; 19.29; Exod. 2.24; Psa. 98. 3; 103.14; 105.42; 115.12; 
136. 23. Thus amid the pressure of circumstances and prob
lems that challenged this nation, God demonstrated His 
mindfulness in sending them Zechariah. He was of honourable 
priestly descent, his grandfather, Iddo, being head of one of 
the twelve priestly families, or courses which returned from 
Babylon with Zerubbabel and the high priest Joshua (see 
Ezra 5. 1; 6. 14; Neh. 12. 4-16). When called to the prophetic 
office Zechariah was still very young, Zech. 2. 4. He is the 
central figure in the group of the three post-exilic prophets, 
and his voice was among the last of that unique and wonderful 
succession of men who brought the oracles of God to men. 

Time. In the second year of Darius, B.C. 519, he began to 
prophesy, 1.1. He commenced in the same year as Haggai, the 
latter preceding him by two months. Zechariah prophesied for 
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a longer period than his contemporary and his predictions are 
a sequel to those of Haggai. They stretch out in a series of 
visjons set in his own days but sighing not only for the first 
but also the second advent of Christ. His later prophecies 
are dated about two years after his opening visions, 7. 1, 
and it is possible that the ministry of chapters 9-14 was 
considerably later than that contained in chapters 7 and 8. 

Theme. He sets forth the highlights of history from the 
return from Babylon to the redemption accomplished by the 
Messiah, 1. 12-17 with 12. 10 and 13. 7. His purpose in the 
first section of his book is to encourage the rebuilding of the 
temple,-and in this his mission was comparable to Haggai's. 
The object of the second part is to encourage them further 
after the temple was built, and to wean them away from the 
material to the spiritual. He shows that the abounding discord, 
disunity and drought will continue until they adjust their lives 
by entering into right relationship with God. The visions 
given to the prophet would verify God's guidance and good
ness and assure him and the nation that the sovereignty of 
God's discriminating justice and His work of salvation, 3. 2, 
would be realised through the Branch, their Priest-King. 3. 8; 
6. 12-13; 9- 9-io. The prophets vary greatly in their presenta
tion of truth, but in substance they are in perfect harmony. 
"To him give all the prophets witness", Acts 10. 43. 

Practical Teaching. Zechariah was a great encourager and 
his wonderful visions, which form the greater part of his 
prophecy, are full of the spirit of good cheer. He believed 
that a good time was coming for his people, an era of peace 
and prosperity in which the city, that had run with blood, 
would be "full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof", 
8. 5. Zerubbabel the Governor must have been greatly en
couraged by this heart stirring message. The temple would be 
rebuilt and the sacred lamp would shed, as of old, its radiance 
over the shrine, a symbol of that light of truth shed abroad over 
a world of darkness, ch. 4. Our resources in God are in
exhaustible as we serve not by might or power but by His 
Spirit, 4. 6. To the unscaleable obstacles we are encouraged 
to say "Who art thou", 4. 7. Satan must be rebuked and the 
Lord's people cleansed, clothed and vindicated, ch. 3. 
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Suggested Analysis 
INTRODUCTION, I . I - 6 . THE PROPHETIC CALL. 

Preface, i ; pleading, 2-3; punishment, 4-6. 

INSTRUCTION. 1. 7 to 6. 8; THE PROPHETIC COMMUNICATION. 
The panoramic visions. Eight pictures. 

1. Myrtle Trees, 1. 7-12. Divine care and sympathy, 13. 
2. Horns and Smiths, 1. 18-21. Divine safety, 21. 
3. Measuring Line, 2. 1-13. Divine security, 5, 10. 
4. High Priest, ch. 3. Divine salvation and suitability, 2-5. 
5. Golden Lampstand, ch. 4. Divine sufficiency in service, 6. 
6. Flying roll, 5. 1-4. Divine scrutiny, 4. 
7. Ephah, 5. 5-11. Divine severity, 8-n. 
8. Four chariots, 6. 1-8. Divine sovereignty, 5. 

INTERLUDE. 6. 9-15. THE PROPHETIC CLIMAX. 
An object lesson: Christ the coming Builder, Ruler and 
Priest. 

INTERROGATION. THE PROBLEMS VOICED, chs. 7-8. FOUR 
MESSAGES. 
1. First message, ch. 7. Inquiry, 2-3; interrogation, 4-7. 

Examine the motive in fasting and the measure of their 
obedience. 

2. Second message, 7. 8-14. Inward righteousness rather than 
outward forms. 

3. Third message, 8. 1-17. Word of restoration. His presence 
and power, 3-6. 

4. Fourth message, 8. 18-23. Word of reassurance. His 
purpose and provision, 22-23. 

INTIMATION OF PUNISHMENT AND VICTORY, chs. 9-14. Two 
BURDENS 9. I J 12. I. 
1. The Burden of the Nations, chs. 9-11. Subjugation of the 

nations, 9. 1-8. The Saviour King, two advents, 9. 9-17. 
The sustaining Lord, ch. 10. Gives prosperity, liberty 
and victory. The Shepherd rejected, ch. 11. True 
Shepherd abhorred, false shepherd received. 

2. The Burden of Israel, chs. 12-14. The grievous destruction 
12. 1-6; a gracious salvation, 12. 7-9; a great lamentation, 
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12. 10-14; a generous provision, 13. 1; the grand purifi
cation,, 13. 2-6; God-sent affliction, 13. 7-9. The glorious 
consummation, ch. 14. The Day of the Lord will be a day 
of devastation, 1-2; of visitation, 3; of vindication, 4-8; 
of coronation, 9; of restoration, 10; of satisfaction, 11; 
of destruction, 12-15; of profession, 16; of sanctification, 
20-21. 

For your Meditation. 1. Trace the key words of the book. 
The Lord of Hosts, 50 times; "I will", 42; "Jerusalem", 41; 
"behold", 21; "see", 21; "the word of the Lord came", 17 
times. "In that day" about 20 times in chapters 11-14; "turn" 
or "repent", 16; with other words oft repeated, "dwell", 
"inhabit", "house". 

2. Its Messianic study is most fascinating. The Lord's 
Servant the Branch, 3. 8; The Man the Branch, 6. 12; The 
King Priest, 6. 13; True Shepherd, 11.1-11; 13. 7, contrasted 
with the false shepherd - Antichrist, 11.15-17. The Sovereign 
Lord of the whole earth, 4. 14; Jehovah's fellow, 13. 7; His 
lowliness, 9. 9; crucifixion, 12. 10; smiting and suffering, 13.7. 
The Omnipotent Ruler of the universe, 2. 11-12. His second 
advent in glory, 14. 4; the Deliverer of Israel, 2. 8-9; setting 
up His throne, 2. 10-11; He will be King over all the earth, 
14. 9; and restored Israel will be holiness unto the Lord, 
14. 20-21. 



13- M A L A C H I 

THE PROPHET Malachi is introduced in the first verse of the 
book which bears his name. Nothing is known of Malachi 
beyond what we may gather from this book and some think 
that his name, meaning "my messenger", is merely a title. 
Tradition has it that he was a Levite and a member of the 
Great Synagogue. Read Malachi at least ten times to grasp 
the importance of his ministry for our day. 

Canonicity. This is clearly established by references to 
it in the New Testament (see Matt. n . 10; 17. 11-12; Mark 
1. 2; 9. 11-12; Luke 1. 17 and Rom. 9. 13). Perhaps seventy 
years had passed since the voice of the prophet had been heard 
in the land. These were years of silence, disillusion and 
retrogression for the nation. The temple had been finished 
and the ancient worship restored, but religious ardour had 
gradually died away. 

Commission. The opening words clearly reveal his mission 
was of God, 1.1. His was a heavy burden, the last spokesman 
to utter his soul and retire from the scene. After him the 
voice of God was not heard through a prophet for some four 
hundred years. His was a word of stern rebuke and solemn 
warning concerning judgment. There is an element of 
mystery about him as there was surrounding Elijah to whom 
he refers, 4. 5-6. He delivers his message, reproves the people 
and disappears as suddenly as he came. His burden was "the 
word of the Lord" and being committed to the word of 
Jehovah he was truly the messenger of Jehovah. 

Conditions. A spirit of moral indifference and even 
religious scepticism had crept over the nation, involving 
priest and people alike. The people were intermarrying with 
the surrounding heathen nations; they neglected worship 
saying "Behold, what a weariness is it", 1. 13. The poor 



MALACHI 57 
were oppressed by the rich; divorce was all too common; 
injustice, deceit, treachery and false swearing abounded. 
The priests went through the services in such a half-hearted 
fashion that it would have been better to shut the doors of 
the house of God, i. 10 R.v. In such an hour Malachi sounded 
forth his call to repentance, yet there was no trace of revival. 
He lived in a corrupt age and his book, especially at the first, 
has a tone of gloom. Later we see the light and hope of the 
coming Messiah, 4. 1-6. 

He differs much from Zechariah, who is an encourager. 
Malachi is a rebuker yet both have their place in the kingdom 
of God. Popular preachers to the masses are often encouragers, 
but it demands a prophet, equipped of God, to stand out 
against downward trends and rebuke those who depart from 
God. 

Date. The book is not dated, but it bears every sign of 
belonging to the same period as Nehemiah. The abuses he 
attacks were just those common in Nehemiah's day. A com
parison of Nehemiah 13 with this prophecy would suggest 
that he was contemporary with Nehemiah (compare Neh. 
13. 29 with Mai. 2. 8; Neh. 13. 23-25 with Mai. 2. 11-12; 
Neh. 13. 10-13 with Mai. 3- 8-10). The book of Nehemiah 
nowhere suggests the presence of Malachi, so we presume 
he came on the scene at some later time. The godly influence 
of Nehemiah had passed and the priests had become cool and 
formal, slovenly, deceitful and evasive, 1. 6-14; 3. 14. It was 
probably written between 420-400 B.C. 

Challenging Message. His is the old prophetic message 
like that of Amos and Micah, dwelling on the theme of the 
necessity of spiritual revival. His was a day of hollow, in
sincere, formal worship and niggardliness in giving. Does 
not its prophetic picture suit our times? Compare the "wriere-
in*s" with the messages of Revelation 2-3 and the Epistle of 
Jude. Indifference marked Israel then and it is the hall-mark 
of our day. We still hear "Behold, what a weariness is it" and 
"It is vain to serve God", Mai. 1. 13; 3. 14. They profaned 
the table of the Lord, compare 1 Cor. 10-11. Holiness of life 
was lacking, Mai. 2. 8, 9; the priests caused the people to 
stumble. Malachi was a bold man to speak thus and make an 
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enemy of the priesthood. Our Lord did this and was rejected 
with the cry., "Away with him, crucify him". Malachi called 
the people robbers of God and appealed to them to prove 
God, 3. 8-11. Our gifts to Him should be thank-ofFerings not 
investments, Heb. 13. 15-16. Paul strikes a higher note in his 
appeal, Rom. 12. 1-2. Only that which costs us something and 
is in measure a sacrifice is worthy of God and honoured of Him. 
The prophet's attitude to evil is uncompromising, Mai. 
2. 10-16. Would that these solemn words on divorce were 
heeded more today. One of the greatest needs of the Church 
now is for a Malachi to arise and "purify the sons of Levi". 
He closes on a joyful note, looking forward to a better day 
when the "sun of righteousness (will) arise with healing in his 
wings". As the sun is the grandest object in nature, so in 
Christ we have the noblest exhibition of the righteousness 
of the old covenant that human history has ever known. In 
His spotless life and exalted teaching we see the very effulgence 
of divine glory. G. Campbell Morgan sums up the book thus: 
Fundamental Affirmation, 1. 1-5; Formal Accusations, 1. 6 
to 2.17; Final Annunciations, chs. 3-4. 

Analysis 
INTRODUCTION, I . I . The message and messenger. 
THE INTEREST OF GOD, I . 2-5. UNCHANGING LOVE. 

God's sensitive love and special favour, 2. Israel's sceptical 
mind and sinful folly, 2b. 

THE IMPIETY OF THE PRIESTS, 1. 6 to 2. 9. RELIGIOUS CORRUP
TION. 
Profanation of His name, 6; pollution of His altar, 7-14; 
revelation of His will, 2. 1-7; violation of His law, 2. 8-9. 

HYPOCRISY OF THE PEOPLE AND PRIESTS, 2. 10-17. SOCIAL 
CORRUPTION. 
Unholy marriages, 10-11; unlawful divorces, 12-13; 
unfaithful to Jehovah, 14-17. 

PROPHECY OF JEHOVAH, 3. 1-6. SPIRITUAL HOPE. 
Unexpected advent, 1-3; unending pleasure, 4; an un
changing Lord, 6. 

ROBBERY OF GOD'S TITHE, 3. 8-12. MORAL CORRUPTION. 
Principle of blessing, 10; and promise of deliverance, 11-12. 
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LETHARGY IN GOD'S SERVICE, 3. 13-18. SHAMEFUL WORDS. 

Corruption of the rebellious, 13-15; salvation for the 
remnant, 16-17. 

REALITY OF GOD'S PROMISES, 4. 1-6. PERSONAL CHALLENGE. 
The coming day, 1, 3; of burning and destruction. The 
coming Lord, 2; with healing and salvation. The challenging 
Law, 3; its authority and severity. The closing words, 4-6; 
the man and his ministry. 

Suggestions for Study 
Why are the phrases the "Lord of hosts" and "thus saith the 
Lord" so often repeated? Find the twenty-five occurrences. 

Consider the statements of Israel introduced by "ye say". 
Trace and learn the lessons of the oft-repeated "wherein". 
What passages in this book may be called "Messianic"? 
Is the portrait of a son of Levi applicable to leaders today? 

See 2. 5-7. 



I4« G L I M P S E S O F C H R I S T 

Hosea, the Slighted Lover, 2. 18-19; " • i_4- Christ shall 
be the one Head, 1. 11, the Restorer of the nation, 2. 14-19, 
the coming King, 3. 4-5, to whom regal honours will then be 
given, disowned though He was at Calvary. He will be their 
Representative, 11. 1; Matt. 2. 15, who will establish them in 
the land and bless them, 14. 1-9. 

Joel, the Sanctifying Teacher, 2.23,27; 3.17. Christ was 
the one whom Nicodemus acknowledged as sent by God, 
John 3. 2. This Teacher saves, sanctifies and brings blessing to 
all flesh, 3. 16-21. He shall be Judge of the living nations, 
3. 2; Matt. 25. 31 fF. 

Amos, the Shepherd Deliverer, 3. 12; 9. ir-15; cf. Isa. 
53. 4-6. Israel, once given as a prey to the adversary, will know 
the delivering grace and power of Christ as Shepherd. Then 
shall they seek Him and live, 5. 4, 6, 14. Amos is himself a 
picture of the Lord as the great Intercessor, 7. 2-6. 

Obadiah, the Saviour of saviours, 21; Acts 5. 31. Here 
we see the triumph of the kingdom of heaven over all opposi
tion and the Lord delivering, sanctifying and enriching, cf. 
Rev. 11. 

Jonah, the Sent Servant, 1. 1; 3. 1; Matt. 12. 41. Jonah 
the great missionary to the heathen is a type of Christ, both in 
his sufferings and testimony, cf. 1. 17 with Matt. 12. 39-40; 
Luke 11. 29-30. Christ was greater in His Person, in preaching 
and in patience, Luke 24. 47. 

Micah, the Source of Blessing, 4. 1-4. Christ will be the 
glory of Israel, 1. 15, and lead them to victory, 2. 13. His 
birth is announced, 5. 2, the place associated with sorrow, 
Gen. 35. 16, indicating His lowly entrance into the world. 
Deity belongs to Him who chose to come into manhood of His 
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own volition, i Tim. 3. 16. The closing chapter manifests the 
Spirit of Christ in the prophet. 

Nahum, the Strength of His People, 1. 7. Nahum 
means "comfort" or "consoler" and how truly this describes 
our Lord, Isa. 32. 2. In the day of judgment when His ven
geance and wrath are experienced by Israel's enemies, the 
chosen of God will know His comfort. He still gives security 
to all who seek Him, Acts. 2. 39-40. 

Habakkuk, the Sustainer in Trial, 3. 18-19. This man's 
anxiety was allayed, and his fears stilled as he sought the Lord 
for help and guidance. The five "its" of chapter 2. 3 become 
"he" in Hebrews 10. 37. Christ is the Sun whose beams will 
illumine the wide creation of God, and it is for Him that 
every heart that loves His appearing waits. Then shall Israel 
sing like the writer, 3. 18-19. 

Zephaniah, the Security in the Storm, 2. 3; 3. 14-17; 
Isa. 35. 4. When the great day of the Lord with its darkness 
and wrath, 1. 14-18, destruction and misery comes upon the 
nations, Israel will be hid in the day of the Lord's anger, 2. 3; 
see Col. 3. 3; Ps. 46. 1. The Lord in the midst shall not fail, 
but rejoice over them, rest in His love and joy over them with 
singing, 3. 15-17. 

Haggai, the Shaker of Kingdoms, 2. 7, 21; Heb. 
12. 25-29. This prophet whose name means "feast" must have 
been an inspiration to the nation of Israel. He was earnest and 
enthusiastic for the things of God, like the coming Messiah 
whom he portrayed. He always asserts the divine origin of 
his messages, "the word of the Lord came". In contrast our 
Lord could state, "I say unto you". He will bring in the 
desirable thing, peace and prosperity to the nations. He will 
shake the whole existing order of things and His kingdom 
will usher in the age of everlasting satisfaction, 2. 23. 

Zechariah, the Sufferer and the Sovereign, 13. 7; 
9. 9-11. The Christ who came in lowliness, who was rejected 
and slain, is soon to return again in power and great glory. 
He minds the interest of the nation, ch. 1, measures the 
confines of the new Jerusalem, ch. 2, will be manifest as the 
Branch, ch. 3, and will be majestic in His kingship and 
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mediatorial in His priesthood, ch. 6. The Saviour King will 
be the Shepherd Lover, chs. 9-11, the Sovereign Ruler, 
ch. 12. The Sanctified Victim of Calvary, ch. 13, will become 
the Sure Defender of Israel, ch. 14. 

Malachi, the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in His 
wings, 4. 2; 2 Pet. 1. 16; Luke 1. 76-78. As the morning rays 
of the sun dispense blessing, so Christ will bring to Israel 
liberty, ecstasy and victory, all of which shall be theirs through 
the Sun set amid the blood-red sky of Calvary. 
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