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THE 

PRESENCE AND ACTION OF 
-
THE SPIRIT OF GOD 

IN THE 

INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 
(ROMANS VIII.) 

WHAT I would now specially 
dwell on in speaking of this 
chapter is, the presence and 

action of the Spirit of God. The 
chapter however treats the subject, 
not in connection with the unity 
of the body, but with reference 
to individuals, and it is to this 
aspect of it that I here conse
quently confine myself. It is the 
presence and action of the Spirit 
which characterises the christian 
state. The Christian lives in the 
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Spirit, walks in the Spirit, is led 
by the Spirit. The Spirit is life 
to him. Christ and Christ's work 
are the foundation of all this; but 
the presence of the Spirit is that 
by which the Christian realises the 
position and joys into which the 
work of Christ has brought him; 
the same Spirit is there as the 
source of life in which he enjoys 
all. By the Spirit the love of God 
is shed abroad in his heart, and he 
joys in God. 

It is important for us to remark, 
that the work of Christ not only 
saves us, but introduces us into 
new relationships with God, in 
which spiritual affections are in 
exercise, and from which our duties 
flow. Into these relationships we 
are actually brought, although the 
full blessedness and result of them 
are yet to come. "Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and that 
whit>h we shall be doth J?.Ot yet 
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appear: but we know that when 
he shall appear, we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he 
is." As sons we are brought by 
adoption into the relationship in 
which Christ is. "I ascend," said He, 
"unto my Father and your Father, 
and to my God and your God." All 
become together also the bride and 
body of Christ. But as I have 
already said, it is our individual 
position which is now particularly 
to occupy us. The operation of the 
Spirit is what we are especially to 
consider, in respect of this relation
ship. It is founded on accom
plished redemption and a risen 
Christ. That is, we have been 
wholly delivered out of the entire 
state and relationship in which we 
before stood in relation to God. 
This takes place in a ne.v life, in 
which the power of death is over
come, but in which I live, not in 
the old life, though still here in 
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a world of trial (of trial because 
I have this new life), and, as to 
its state, in an unredeemed body. 
We wait for the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of the body. Yet 
we can say, "As he is, so are we in 
this world." Through the perfect 
work of Christ, we are justified and 
redeemed, and as in Him, now stand 
in the place in which He is iu the 
presence of God. 

In chapter vii. we have the de
scription of one who has not the 
Spirit, although the Spirit is work
ing in him. Where the Spirit 
dwells, a man is in liberty. "Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty." But the man in Romans 
vii. 7, et seq., is in the flesh ("when 
we were in the flesh"), not in 
the Spirit-is carnal, sold under 
sin. It is the question of the sense 
of man's responsibility and power
lessness as a child of Adal\1, in tlle 
presence of the law known as 
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spiritual. Neither Christ nor the 
Holy Ghost are ever mentioned. It 
is the description, by one set free, 
of the estimate he can-form of the 
state of a soul before it is free ; of 
a soul united to the firo,t husband, 
the law, and looking at itself in 
view of the law's requirements. 
Hence, though Christ and the Spirit 
are not mentioned on the one side, 
the law is spiritual, consented to, 
delighted in, and "I" and "me" 
are mentioned thirty or forty times. 
Conflict is there, but not the know
ledge of deliverance. When de
liverance is known, the conflict 
does not cease, but then, as in 
Galatians, we have its nature and 
character known, the Spirit intro
duced, and the law excluded. "The 
flesh lusts against the Spirit and 
the Spirit against the flesh .... 
but if ye are led of the Spirit ye 
are not under the law." 

In Romans vii. a man is seen 
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in the flesh. " When we were in 
the flesh, such and such was our 
experience. But in chapter viii., 
"Ye are not in the flesh, but in the 
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you." Being in the 
flesh, is being in the standing of 
our Adam nature in its responsi
bilities towards God. As dead and 
risen with Christ and vessels of 
the Holy Ghost, we are not in 
the flesh at all. This comparison 
(chap. vii. 5 and chap. viii. 9), 
marks the difference between the 
chapters ver.Y clearly. The ex
perience J)f chapter vii. took place 
when he was in the flesh; in chapter 
viii. he is not in it, but in the 
Spirit. The law deals with the 
flesh. Flesh is not subject to the 
law, nor can be. It requires from 
man, a sinner, that he should no~ 
sin-from flesh that lu:>ts, that, it 
should not lust. Yet it gives the 
perfect measure of man's responsi-
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bility as a child of Adam, and that 
with the direct authority of the 
law given, so that sin becomes 
transgression, and resisting man's 
will, as it does, provokes that will 
&o action. 

But all this looks at us as alive 
in flesh. But in Ohri3t we have 
died, and passed out of the place 
of nature to which law applied, 
and being now risen with Him, 
we stand in a wholly new place. 
But to arrive at this, it is well 
to see how a sinner meets God, 
so that in result he is the vessel 
of the Holy Ghost, instead of being 
in the flesh. If we cannot meet 
God in our sins, we cannot meet 
Him at all, because sins we have. 
That we cannot abide with Him 
in our sins is equally certain. To 
have truth in the inward parts, 
we must meet God in the true 
acknowledgment of our sins. 

We see how this was in the fi rure 
. ~ 
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the tabernacle offered. We know, 
that though imperfectly as regards 
the full grace of Chm.tianity, still 
it offered a shadow of drawing near 
to God. Now the first thing an 
Israelite met, when he came to
wards God, entering the court of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, 
was the altar of sacrifice. So Christ 
on the cross is the meeting-place of 
the sinner with God. He may learn 
a great deal afterwards of its effi
cacy, and character, and value; but 
he meets in the first place the altar 
of fire and of sacrifice, the altar 
where the blood was poured out. 
The sinner coming to the cross, 
comes indeed where infinite love 
is displayed, but where sin is the 
subject which occupies God, and an 
offeting for sin. He goes there as a 
sinner, and because .he is a sinner. 
Whatever loYe has drawn him, his 
part in the cross is his sins. He 
finds what meets his wants as a 
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:;inner-infinite love and grace, but 
sin borne, sin judged, God occupied 
with sin and in judgment, as far 
as bearing wrath for sin went, but 
in perfect love. His conscience can 
tell out all his sins -is glad to tell 
them out there, because the cross 
becomes thus the purging of the 
conscience, as the work itself purges 
the sins. The truth of his soul, of 
his inward parts, becomes identified 
with God's love, because the blessed 
One is bearing his sins; and it is 
just their being his which is the 
comfort, for it is their being his 
sins, which have deserved death 
and wrath, and which Christ is 
bearing, which, while it humbles 
him and breaks him down, gives 
him peace. He sees his sins there 
and owns them all, but owns them 
as put away. Thus coming to the 
cross and meeting God through 
that, he comes to the putter-away 
of sins. 
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Another effect of this is, that the 
principle of sin in the flesh is 
detected, and that in the presence 
of God, and what heretofore exer
cised its power over me, now loses 
it, because it is exactly what has 
brought me to the cross in distress, 
as to the sins which have been put 
away. But thus meeting God in 
grace as to my sins, and the flesh 
(the bad tree) thus detected, the 
whole question of sin is settled 
with God, and by God Himself, 
through the work of Christ ; and 
Christ is at the right hand of God 
in virtue of the accomplishment of 
this work--of what has perfectly, 
according to God's nature, recon
ciled me to God. I was guilty, 
and my guilt is removed. I was 
unclean, and I am as white as snow 
-perfectly and righteously ac
cepted through the work of Christ, 
and seen in the cleanness and right
eousness in which this places me, 
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and in Him, so that there can be 
no condemnation for me. Thereon 
the Comforter is sent, and dwells 
in the teliever. Christ is the wit
ness on high with God, and the 
Holy Spirit is witness of it in the 
soul of the believer; but He is 
more; for He is the power of that 
life in which I have this liberty in 
the presence of God. The resur
rection of Christ is the testimony 
that sin is put away, but it is 
the power of life also. The pre
sence of the Holy Ghost is the 
testimony of one and the power of 
the other. "The law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus bath made me 
free from the law of sin and death." 

It is this fact of the resur
rection, being both freedom of 
conscience before God (as being 
a new state into which Christ 
enters, and we in Him, sin being 
put away), and freedom from sin, 
because it is the power of a new 
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life (the Holy Ghost realising both 
in us, so that they are our known 
state, by faith), which is the con
nection of verses 1 and 2, otherwise 
unintelligible. And note, this ap
plies to the principJ..~ of sin, as to 
the sins committed, for it is a new 
life and state; and the whole nature, 
as well as its fruits, found its con
demnation, and hence we find our 
deliverance in the cross of Christ. 
The law could bring us to no good 
result with sin in the flesh. It was 
weak through this, and could pro
duce no good fruit, no righteous
ness, because of it. Sin in th{' 
flesh was etill there, lively and de
fiant-nay, roused to defiance by 
the law. But "God sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh [Himself the sin less One], and 
as a sacrifice for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh." But if sin in the 
flesh, which was my torment, has 
been condemned in that in which 
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Christ was a sacrifice for me, all 
condemnation ceases, is gone for 
me, is passed, has b~en effectuated, 
in what has delivered me from it. 
But this is only by the blessed 
Lord being a sacrifice for sin, and 
the life being in resurrection, after 
that He has wrought a work, as 
the fruit of which He has taken 
His place as man at the right hand 
of God in the glory in which He 
was before the worlds. As Son 
He had His natural place there, 
but He has now taken it by a work 
done for us. (See both in the be
ginning of John xvii.) 

The effect of life, without "seeing 
this, would be to make us miserable. 
The guilt of sin is seen; but that is 
not the only effect-the evil of the 
flesh is felt, but there is no power 
to gain a victory. As the apostle so 
touchingly describes it, "To will is 
present with me, but how to per
form that which is good, I fi..l!~ not." 
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Victory ·is not the way of peace 
in this state, nor meant to be so. 
God's object in this condition of 
the soul is not to help it, so that 
it should not want Christ's work 
of redemption, and divine right
eousness, but to bring it to the 
discovery that it is as much with
out strength as ungodly, and that 
it must submit to God's righteous
ness. When thoroughly humbled 
by self-knowledge, so that it has 
nothing left for it but to trust to a 
Deliverer, it finds that the work of 
peace is perfectly wrought. In
stead of putting itself under law, 
and looking to being better to get 
peace, though earnestly desiring de
liverance from the power of sin, 
it finds that God has condemned 
what justly tormented it, that is, 
sin in the flesh, but did so when 
Christ was for sin, a sacrifice for 
sin; that what the law could not 
do, in _that it was weak through 
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the flesh, God, sending His own 
Son, has done. It feared possible 
condemnation, because of the sin it 
found in itself, and failure through 
it. God has not allowed it, could 
not. do so, but has not given peace 
by our victory. He has condemned 
it, but in that which put it away 
for us. . 

But this is accompanied with 
victory. "The law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death." 
Guilt off the conscience, and the 
burden of indwelling sin gone, by 
its having been done with in Christ's 
sacrifice, the new life, set free with 
God, has now its power and liberty 
from God. As it does not now 
confound it with righteousness, so 
as to enfeeble its sense of sin, and 
the value of Christ's work in His 
death and resurrection, God can 
freely let it into the liberty where
with Christ has made us free, and 
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give power in the true liberty of 
the Spirit; "for where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty." 
(2 Cor. iii. 17.) The whole new 
condition is entered on-we are in 
Christ made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost. I look back on the cross, 
through which I have drawn nigh 
to God ; my sins were there, and 
they are gone through Him who 
was delivered for my offences; and 
I am reconciled to God, according 
to His own holiness, by a work in 
which it has been fully glorified. 
I see its precious and infinite value, 
and that infinite love of God which 
g-ave His Son, who has associated 
me with God, according to His own 
holiness, and in His love to me, 
blameless before Him. The proof 
of love is, that Christ has been 
given-the enjoyment of it is by 
the Holy Ghost. (See Rom. v. 5, 6, 
and 1 John iv. 9, 10, 12, 13.) I am 
in Christ before God, and I know 
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it by the Holy Ghost, as John xiv. 
20. Christ is His perfect delight, 
and that now in a special way, 
because of His work, in which He 
has been perfectly glorified. And 
I am made His delight in Him, and 
conscious of it. (John xvii. 26.) 
I stand in His present fa,·our, and 
a son through grace. What must 
be the fruit hereafter for us, who 
are the fruit of the travail of 
Christ's soul, in which God has 
been thus glorified? We rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. So the 
Lord says again in John xvii., "The 
glory which thou hast given me I 
have given them, that the world 
may know ..... that thou hast 
loved them as thou hast loved me." 
As the love was shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost, so He 
bears witness that we are children: 
if children, heirR of God, and joint
heirs with Christ. We abound in 
hope, through the power of the 
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Holy Ghost. It is no longer a 
question of fitness for an earthly 
paradise, or being brought back to 
the state of Adam in innocence, but 
of fitness for the glory-and that is 
in the seconu Adam, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have seen how the 
Holy Ghost witnesses that we are 
in Him. He gives us the conscious
ness of it, sheds abroad the love of 
God in us, and is the Spirit of 
adoption, so that we know that we 
are sons, and live in that relation
ship with God. All this sets the 
new life free to rejoice and to 
serve. 

But before I turn to this part of 
my subject, I would notice the 
accusation that assurance is pre
sumption. Now this thought arises 
from self-righteousness, though it 
may be in a subtle form. The con
viction of sin is not deep and 
complete enough. If I consider 
myself, there is no good in me at 
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all. I am surely lost, only fit to be 
turned away from the presence of 
God, and should have approached it 
only for judgment; for man is in 
himself lost. It was the lost Christ 
came to se':lk and to save. I am 
simply lost, but if I am lost, just fit 
for Christ to save; and the salva
tion which is in Christ just suits 
me. The only question for me, 
coming to God by it, is what is its 
worth ? not what am I worth ? I 
come by it, because there is no good 
thing in me at all. 

But we have seen that it is, in fact, 
the putting away of the old thing, 
the old man with his deeds, by the 
precious death of Christ, and our in
troduction into God's presence in 
and as Christ Himself as risen from 
the dead. Now, led by the Spirit, 
I have His mind. I think (though 
doubtle!:!s the flesh lusts against it), 
like Him; that is, I have a nature 
(for He is become my ·life), that 
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judges sin, and sin in myself; that 
takes delight in all He takes delight 
in, that is, what is divine and 
excellent. That which is after the 
flesh, minds the things of the flesh; 
and that which is after the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit ; so that 
this state of soul iR called the mind 
of the Spirit. But mark this, that 
we have not only a nature which 
delights in these things (for every 
nature has its own delights), but 
we have by the Spirit the objects to 
delight in, the things of the Spirit. 
(John xiv. 26; xvi. 1:3.) The life 
which we have of Christ by the 
Spirit has what the Spirit reveals 
of Christ Himself, and all God's 
ways in Him, to delight in. And 
by these the Spirit guides and leads, 
forming our spiritual judgment by 
these things. We are thus to grow 
up to Him, who is the Head, in all 
things. "As many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons 
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of God." The exhortation to us 
now therefore, is not, Do not break 
the law ; but, "grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, by which ye are 
sealed to the day of redemption." 
(Eph. iv. 30.) How does this judge 
-by what a measure, and by what 
a motive-every movement of the 
heart ! " Know ye not," says the 
scripture in another place, "that 
your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, which ye have of God." 
How sweeping a judgment, but 
blessed, and gladly received by the 
upright, for it is simply sweeping 
away what is of the flesh, and con
trary to God-";hat is not of Christ 
in us ! How wondtrful a guest ! 
What manner of persons ought we 
to be? 

Now, too, I not only see things 
I did not see before, but which I 
did not even know were there to be 
seen: what" eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
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heart of man .... but God hath re
vealed them unto us by His Spirit, 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
even the deep things of God." But 
the presence of the Holy Ghost gives 
us to know all it reveals to us, and 
He even gives the inward conscious
ness that all these privileges and 
blessings are ours. He is in us a 
well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. The prophets, 
speaking by the Holy Ghost, 
searched into their own prophecies, 
and it was revealed unto them, tha.t 
they ministered the things not to 
themselves, but to us. Now the 
Holy Ghost therefore, though we 
have not got the things, gives the 
present consciousness that they are 
all ours. So in Israel, those who 
were heirs differed nothing from 
Rervants, though lords of all ; but 
we have received the adoption of 
sons, and the Spirit is the Spirit of 
adoption, and we know we are heirs. 
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"All things are yours," says the 
apostle, " and ye are Chrit~t's, and 
Christ is God's;" and thus the Spirit 
takes of the things of Christ and 
shews them to us, but with the 
blessed consciousness that all is 
ours; and we enjoy all, in fellowship 
with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. We hold ourselves 
dead, and alive only in that life in 
which we are alive unto God; we 
are of our Father's house, and all is 
ours, as children in it. 

The measure of our practice is 
thus judged of also. "If Christ be 
in you, the body is dead because of 
sin, and the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness." (Rorn. viii. 10.) And 
the Holy Ghost, which reveals these 
heavenly things to us, makes us live 
in them. Our conversation is in 
heaven. Our life is hid with Christ 
in God ; our hearts, joys, affections, 
thoughts, are all up there, where 
Christ sits, at the right hand of 
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God. Indeed, the great truth 
brought out by the Spirit, as to 
this point, is that we are one with 
Christ, associated with Him in the 
same blessings, even here. His 
peace given to us, His joy to be 
fulfilled in ourselves; the words the 
Father gave Him, given to us; the 
glory His Father gave to Him, 
given to us ; the love wherewith 
He was loved of the Father, in us, 
and He in us ; and even as to 
judgment, boldness, because as He 
is, so are we in this world, and 
knowing that we shall be like Him 
when we see Him as He is; for so 
the scriptures tell us. Into the 
consciousness of this place the Spirit 
puts us, by whom we are united to 
Christ to possess it. 

There is another work of the 
Spirit, a necessary but not His 
natural work, so to speak ; that is, 
reproof and rebuke acting on the 
conscience. We grieve Him by 
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whom we are sealed to the day of 
redemption. He must rebuke me, 
act in my conscience, and lead 
me to judge myself. It is a blessed 
measure of holiness for us, of good 
and evil-God dwells in us, sheds 
abroad His love in our hearts. 
What grieves His holy presence is 
unsuited for me. But His natural 
work is to shed that love abroad in 
my heart. He fills my heart with 
it, for He is there dwelling in it. 
This is calm but infinite joy, and 
that love is perfect, as pP-rfect now 
as when I am in glory; perfect 
towards me when a sinner, it had 
no motive but itself, but now I am 
reconciled, pe:cfected in me ; for 
God, having cleansed me by the 
precious blood of Christ, dwells in 
me, and makes it flow in my heart, 
and here into the perfectness of 
God's ways. 

The Holy Ghost is not an earnest 
of love. It has revealed God's per-
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feet love for me, a sinner ; and 
making me know, for the day of 
judgment, that as Christ is, so am I. 
And it has made me enjoy this love 
by shedding it abroad in my heart. 
But it follows, so to speak, Christ 
in all His work. It is a spirit of 
sonship : "because ye are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father." I stand in the liberty of 
this relationship; but if I am a son, 
I am an heir, heir of God and 
joint-heir with Christ. But though 
knowing the perfect love, and a 
joint-heir with Christ, I am not in 
the place of glory, nor in the glory 
where I shall have the inheritance; 
the Spirit, therefore, becomes the 
earnest of it. It shews me Christ 
in it, death overcome; and I wait to 
be with Him only till He comes 
again. I see I have only that to 
wait for. I see that, made the 
righteommess of God in Him, and 
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cleansed from all sin, I have, as 
to title, nothing to wait for ; and 
such power of life in Christ for me, 
that were He to come I should not 
die at all, but be changed iuto His 
glory. 

Nor is this all as to the work of 
the Spirit. Having the glory in 
mind and the sense of His love, I 
suffer in principle as Christ suffered 
here ; I suffer with Him. I groan, 
being burdened as to my body and 
a suffering creation around ; but the 
Holy Ghost is in this, takes a part 
in the infirmities and sorrows as 
dwelling in me. I feel these sor
rows of creation sympathetically, 
for I am in the body, yet not selfish
ly, but, (love being in my heart), 
according to God. I feel the evil, I 
feel it as groaning, but I feel it 
according to God, for His Spirit's 
presence is the source of my groan. 
Compare Jesus at the tomb of 
Lazarus, different because of the 
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perfection of His person, but 
analogous in the source and nature 
of it in us. Nor is this quite all. 
This eighth chapter views it indeed 
specially as concerns our place, 
through Christ's having become our 
life in the power of resurrection. 
But if we turn to John vii. we find 
that the heart thus filled with the 
power of life, with the presence of 
God, by the Holy Ghost dwelling 
in us, overflows, and the stream of 
this love, and of the water of life, 
flows out towards others; because it 
is the love of God which is shed 
abroad in us, and it is this love 
that flows out to the sinner. But 
how great is this privilege, to be 
the channel of divine love to men, 
first to poor sinners, and then also 
to saints, in the sense of that love 
to them in our own souls-com
munion with God in love through 
the Holy Ghost dwelling in us, and 
the flowing forth and ministration 
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of that love to others, the living 
witnesses of God on earth ; and this 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghost! 
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