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The Baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
Do I KNOW AND OWN IT PEACTICALLY ? 

THE testimony of John the Baptist concern
ing the Lord Jesus was twofold. " Upon 

whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and 
remaining on Him, the same is He which 
baptiseth with the Holy Ghost." " And I saw 
and bare record that this is the Son of God " 
(John i. 38-84). The Lord Jesus was to be re
vealed to John through John beholding the 
Holy Ghost descending and remaining on Him. 
The One who so received the Holy Ghost was, 
according to John's testimony, to baptise others 
with the Holy Ghost. I t ought to be observed 
that neither in the passage quoted, nor any
where else in Scripture, is it said that the Lord 
was baptised with-the Holy Ghost. There is no 
Scripture to show that any individual, either 
before or after the man Christ Jesus, ever was 
baptised with the Holy Ghost. The reasons are 
obvious, and of the utmost importance. With
out understanding them, real Christian position, 
Christianity proper, the Church of God, the 
body of Christ, as distinguished from the House 
of God, will not be properly apprehended. 

We have, first of all, to get clearly before the 
mind what is implied in the fact of the descending. 
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of the Holy Ghost. Did the Spirit not move 
on the face of the waters after creation ? Did 
the Spirit not strive with man before the flood ? 
Was the Spirit not with Moses, Joshua, Samuel, 
David, Isaiah, and other kings and prophets ? 
Most assuredly He was. Prophets and kings, 
like Balaam and Eezin and Hadad, may also 
have been stirred by the Spirit of God. From 
creation, down the ages to the cross, the Spirit 
of God wrought on the earth. Others, besides 
holy men and children of God, like the tares 
among the wheat, were bent and swayed by the 
breath of His power. But never, till the perfect 
man was found on earth, coming up from the 
waters of Jordan, did the Holy Ghost make the 
body of a man and the earth His dwelling-place. 
The symbol of Jehovah's presence, the glory, 
had come and gone from the Tabernacle and 
Temple in Israel (Ez. xi. 22-23). Once more 
the glory returned. Not now in symbol, but in 
reality. Not behind the veil of the holy of 
holies, but in the body of the Man over whom 
heaven could open, while the Father's voice was 
heard saying, " This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.(Matt. iii). " And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us ; 
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth ( Johni . 14). 
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This perfect Man needed no atonement, no 
sprinkling of blood. As in the anointing of 
Aaron, the type of anointing Christ with the 
Holy Ghost, the oil was poured upon his head, 
apart from any application of blood to his 
person, (Ex. xxix. 7-20-21). So of Christ it was 
said, " Him hath God the Father sealed ; " and 
" Thy God hath anointed Thee with the oil of 
gladness above Thy Fellows." No one ever 
before had thus been made the recipient of the 
Holy Ghost. Nor was there another till the 
blood of atonement had been shed, and taken by 
Christ Himself into the holiest of all. In 
prospect of the cross sins were pretermitted, 
through the forbearance of God (Bom. iii. 251. 
But not till Christ had died and risen was the 
righteousness of God manifested in sins being 
remitted, and the gift of the Holy Ghost 
bestowed. The sons of Aaron had the blood put 
on the right ear, the right hand, and the great 
toe of the right foot, before they received the 
anointing oil where the blood had been first 
applied. So the sinner had first to stand in the 
efficacy of the blood of atonement before he was 
anointed with. the Holy Ghost. Our High 
Priest, like Aaron, was anointed apart from 
blood, but He had first to shed His blood, and 
take it into the holiest before His own could be 

. cleared of all charge of sin, and sealed as the 
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righteousness of God, by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. Hence we read—"It is expedient for 
you that I go away ; for if I go not away the 
the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you" (Johnxvi. 7). 
The coming of the Spirit is distinguished from 
all that was before, as " the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven" (1. Peter i. 11-12). Hitherto 
holy men may have been influenced, controlled, 
or, in a sense, filled with the Spirit; but except 
in His own person, the Man Christ Jesus, and 
the Holy Ghost, as a person, were not present 
together on the earth. The coming to the earth 
of the Holy Ghost, as a person, was made to 
depend on the going of the Man Christ Jesus to 
the throne.of the Father. While He was on 
earth it was said, " The Holy Ghost was not 
yet given, because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified" (John vii. 39). The difference between 
the past and present dispensations is thus given 
by the Lord. When speaking of the Holy 
Ghost He said, "He dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you," (John xiv. 17). 

Complete Christian standing is thus made to 
depend on two things. Before it could be known 
or given, a Man had to take His place in heaven 
on the Throne of God, and God, by the Holy 
Ghost, had to take His place on the throne of 
man's heart on earth. This was first done, as 
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recorded in Acts ii., on the day of Pentecost. 
Strictly speaking, therefore, Christianity proper 
commenced when a Man on the Throne of God 
in heaven—by sending down the Holy Ghost— 
united men still on the earth to Himself on 
high. While the Man Christ Jesus was on the 
easfck. His disciples had faith in Him and life 
from Him, but no union with Him. Union 
could only be in resurrection by the Holy Ghost. 
" Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die it abideth alone' ' (John xii. 24). As to 
the coming of the Holy Ghost, which was to 
take place at Pentecost, the Lord Jesus said, 
" A t that day ye shall know that I am in My 
Father, and ye in Me, a n d l i n you" (Johnxiv). 
16-20. Henceforth there would not only be 
the knowledge of indemnification of life and 
nature, but also union for the first time in the 
scriptural sense as being members of the body 
of Christ. " H e that is joined to the Lord is 
one Spirit (1 Cor. vi 17). Anything less is not 
true Christian position. " B u t y e a r e notin the 
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now, if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" 
(Rom. viii. 9). " Y e are the body of Christ, 
and members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 27). 

When we simply think of the Lord Himself, 
or individual believers, it is only the receiving, 
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not the baptism of the Holy Ghost. On Jor
dan's bank—and again, in a new sense, at the 
right hand of God—the Lord Jesus received the 
Holy Ghost from the Father (Acts ii. 33). Look
ing at the occupants of the upper room at 
Pentecost as individuals, each and all receive 
and are filled with the Holy Ghost. But there 
is more than that which is individual. There 
is what is collective or corporate, and this, in 
the double sense of the body of Christ, and the 
House of God. Each believer is not only, by 
the indwelling Spirit, united to the Head in 
heaven, but he is by the same Spirit united to 
every other believer on the earth, in whom the 
Holy Ghost also dwells. It is this action of the 
Spirit, by which all are made one with Christ 
on high, that Scripture calls the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. In the first of Acts, we have one 
hundred and twenty individuals in the upper 
room. In the beginning of the second of Acts, 
by the coining of the Holy Ghost, they are made 
one with one another, and one with Christ on 
high. They then form one body, of which 
Christ is the head. And, as indicated by the 
Spirit also filling the house, the sphere where 
they are, is constituted the House of God by 
becoming the dwelling-place of the Holy Ghost. 
The three thousand who receive forgiveness of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost become 
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members of that one body, and are also received 
into the House of God by baptism. 

I t is true that they themselves were not 
fully aware of what had really taken place as 
to the forming of the Body, and the constitut
ing of the House. . Nor was this understood 
or taught till the Apostle Paul was raised up 
for the very purpose of unfolding the mystery 
(Eph. iii. 2) . These truths so characterise 
his epistles that they cannot be fully under
stood unless the Body and the House are 
apprehended. "When he wrote the following-
words the baptism of the Holy Ghost at 
Pentecost, and the bringing of the Jews and 
G-entiles into blessing, were described as never 
before—" For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ; for by one Spirit are wo all baptised 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have been all 
made to drink into one spi r i t " (1 Cor. xii. 
12-13). This action of the Spirit should not 
be confounded with the being "filled with the 
Spirit," whereby now, as of old, a servant may 
be "endued with power," and fitted for, 
and carried through, special service (Eph. v. 
18; Phil. i. 19; Acts. "vii. 55). W e observe, 
therefore, both at the first and now, though 
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individuals receive the Spirit, it is only ivhen 
many individuals are made one, that there is 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. This was done 
once at Pentecost, and cannot be repeated. 

Those at Samaria and Caesarea, in a remark
able way, did receive the Holy Ghost. But 
instead of being another baptism, they were, 
through the apostles, linked with Jerusalem, 
and brought into what had already become the 
Habitation of God. If not in such a distinct 
manner, every one since then who receives 
forgiveness and is sealed with the Spirit, is 
thereby brought into the unity formed and 
maintained on the earth by the coming and 
abiding presence of the Holy G-host. This is 
the Church which is Christ's body (Eph. i. 22, 
2 3 ; iv. 15, 16). Viewed as in the mind of 
God, it begins at Pentecost, and terminates 
when the Lord comes into the air-(l . Thess, iv. 
14-17). As it now exists on the earth it em
braces every renewed man whose body has be
come the temple of the Holy Ghost (1 . Cor. vi. 
19). This thought cuts sheer through the 
rubbish of ages, accumulated by creeds, con
fessions, or denominations, and reaches to the 
eternal rock on which Christ is building His 
Church, against which the gates of hell shall 
not prevail (Matt. svi. 18). The Lord, by 
the Spirit, adds those who thus receive vital, 
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eternal, relationship with Himself. Of this 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost, therefore, a risen 
Saviour on the throne of the Father was the 
administrator ; the Holy Ghost was the ele
ment ; renewed men on the earth were the 
subjects; the place where it happened was 
Jerusalem ; the time was the day of Pente
cost ; the result was the formation of the 
Church of God, the body of Christ; and the 
consummation of what was then inaugurated 
will be when this Church, as the bride of 
Christ, is caught up to meet Him coming as 
the Bridegroom (1 Thess, iv. 14-17; Eph. v. 
25-27. 

How is THIS BAPTISM OWNED ? 

In the little while between, and His coming 
again, the Lord looks for affection and re
membrance. " Continue ye in my love." 
" D o this in remembrance of me." " T e 
do show the Lord's death till He come." He 
would have the hearts of those who will form 
His bride to be owning their relationship to 
Himself and to one another as members of the 
one body. This oneness, formed by the Holy 
Ghost coming to the earth, was the mystery 
kept secret since the world began, but now 
" according to the Commandment of the ever
lasting God, made known to all nations for the 
obedience of faith" (Eom. xvi. 25-26). I t 
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finds a practical expression when, in the Lord's 
Supper, the one bread, or one loaf, is used as a 
divinely given symbol of the one body. " For 
we, being many, are one loaf, and one body; 
for we are all partakers of that one loaf." 
(1. Cor. x. 16-17). Thus the early Christians 
owned the oneness when they came together 
on the first day of the week to break bread 
(Acts xx. 7). All the Christians in the place 
were looked upon as the body of Christ in that 
place. Thus at Corinth, " Now ye are the 
body of Christ, and members in particular, 
(1. Cor. xii. 27). Of them it was said, " I f 
therefore the whole Church be come together 
into one place" (1 Cor. xiv. 23). When so 
gathered by the Spirit, owning Christ as the 
head, and themselves as members of the one 
body, they owned all in every other place who 
were members of the one body as indwelt by 
the one Spirit. Christ Himself was the centre, 
and the Spirit was the power of gathering, and 
when thus together in assembly, there was 
liberty for "That one and the self-same Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as He will," 
(1. Cor. xii. 11). " F o r ye may all prophesy 
one by one, that all may learn, and all may be 
comforted," (1. Cor. xiv. 31). There was no 
attempt to make a church, nor a place given 
to any man as " the minister," or any room 
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left for choice, or appointment according to 
man's will. They simply owned what the Lord 
had formed by the Spirit, answering to it in 
" the obedience of faith." Meetings for preach
ing the gospel, or teaching believers, might be 
called and carried on by servants in their in
dividual responsibility ; but when it was a meet
ing of the Assembly for. worship, edification, 
prayer or discipline, all were on a level as 
members of the one body. Any other way of 
being associated, through agreement in doc
trine, form of government and the mode of 
administering an ordinance, the manner of wor
ship, other than that of simply owning what 
the Spirit has formed is not " the obedience of 
faith." However good the system, or however 
real and devoted the members, it is a human 
arrangement, and not the divine work of the 
Spirit of G-od. For believers not to be wor
shipping with intelligence, and in " the 
obedience of faith " is a very serious matter. 

Suffer a few plain questions to come home 
to the conscience in the light of what has come 
before us. Be honest with yourself and the 
Lord, and answer unto Him. Do you know 
and own in the way you worship and partake 
of the Lord's Supper that by one Spirit you 
are uuited to a Man in heaven, and to every 
other man on the earth in whom the same 
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Spirit also dwells ? This divine oneness was 
made known for the obedience of faith. Are 
you aware of it, and obeying it in faith ? Hare 
you been led to see it, and own it by the en
lightening and constraining power of the 
Spirit ? Can you say that you have received 
the way you worship from God, or has it been 
flesh and blood which revealed, it unto you ? 
Are you a believer, and yet neglecting the 
Lord's request, " Do this in remembrance of 
m e ? " If you do remember Him, is it done 
according to the word, and in the faith which 
recognises the Head and the members of His 
body, and the presence, control and guidance of 
the Spirit? Or is your church membership the 
result of what your parents believed ? Has it 
arisen from your training ? Have the circum
stances connected with your conversion brought 
it about ? Do you belong to a certain con
gregation because you get good, or for the 
sake of doing good, or because you think it the 
best kind of thing in the place ? To act on 
any of these reasons, or with no distinct reason 
or principle before your mind, is very far from 
seeing what has been formed by the Holy 
G-host, and owing that in " the obedience of 
faith." The Lord has said, " If • a man love 
me he will keep my words." and, " W h y call ye 
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 



BAPTISM OP THE HOLT GHOST. 1 3 

say ? " The parting or dying request of one 
very dear to us is kept in mind and carried out 
with devotedness. Is it possible that one can 
profess to be saved through " The blood of the 
Cross," and not endeavour to keep His words 
and remember the Lord who gave Himself for 
us ? We must meet Him, and be with Him 
soon. How will indifference, neglect, or the 
following of our own will, or way, appear 
then ? " Abide in Him ; that when He shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming," (1. John 
ii. 28). He has given us His word that we 
may know His will. He has given us His 
Spirit " that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God," (1. Cor. ii. 
10-16). 

After having been lost for centuries, the 
truths concerning the presence of the Holy 
G-host, the Church as the body of Christ, and 
the hope of the Lord's coming, have been 
brought out afresh from the word. "When we 
think of the Church, as seen by the Lord, to be 
the pearl of greatest price, it must be grieving 
to the Spirit and dishonouring to the Lord, 
when those to. whom He has thus told out the 
thoughts so dear to His heart, treat them 
lightly or with indifference. Such conduct 
must be to their shame and loss, and no light 
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sin. The Lord can go on with ignorance where 
the heart is true to Himself and the conscience 
undefiled; but to receive knowledge, or to have 
the opportunity of heing enlightened, and not 
to follow on to know, and keep a good con
science by acting according to the light re
ceived, must bring leanness to the soul, and 
cause the light to become darkness, if it does 
not also bring upon the wilful one chastening 
from the hand of the Lord. " To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin." For anyone to have the knowledge of 
what the Lord is doing now by the presence of 
the Holy Ghost on the earth in gathering out 
a people for His name, and to act contrary to 
the fact that " by one Spirit we are all bap
tised into one body" is to go on in the dis
obedience of unbelief, instead of answering in 
" the obedience of faith." 

After what has thus come before the reader 
which is it to be in future ? The obedience of 
faith, or the disobedience of unbelief ? "Now, 
therefore, thus saith the Lord of hosts, con
sider your ways. T e have sown much and 
bring in little ; ye eat, but ye have not enough ; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink ; ye 
clothe you, but there is none warm ; and 
he that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it 
into a bag with holes. Thus saith the Lord, 
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consider your ways. Go up to the mountain 
and bring wood, and build the house; and I 
will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified 
saith the Lord. T e looked for much, and lo 
it came to little ; and when ye brought it home 
I did blow upon it. Why ? saith the Lord of 
hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, 
and ye run every man unto his own house. 
Therefore the heavens over you is stayed 
from dew, and the earth is stayed from her 
fruit. And I called for a drought upon the 
land" (Hag. i. 5-11). 

I t does not require much learning or pene
tration to see how these striking words apply 
to believers now who are seeking their own 
profit, and neglecting what answers to the 
House of the Lord. There is no special place 
now like Jerusalem, nor any earthly house like 
the Temple. But God has made the Lord 
Jesus the centre of gathering; and of those in
dwelt by His Spirit and members of His Body, 
He has said, " T e also are builded together for 
an habitation of God through the Spir i t" 
(Eph. ii. 22). Instead of owning what the 
Spirit has formed, and of acting in worship and 
remembering the Lord, as those gathered unto 
Him, believers are seeking their own blessing, 
or helping their special cause, or church, while 
the Lord is left to deplore that His House 
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lieth waste. How often do believers com
plain of dry sermons, formal, wordy, empty 
prayers? Instead of finding instruction, refresh
ment and strength, they say they often return 
to their homes with an aching void in their 
hearts, and increased tendency to fretfulness 
and murmuring. "With all the effort among 
old and young in preaching, teaching and tract 
distributing, how is there so little real abiding 
blessing ? " Why ? saith the Lord of hosts. 
Because of mine house that is waste, and ye 
run every man unto his own house." The 
secret of all is in the fact that Christians have 
made their own profit or blessiug, or the bless
ing of others, their first concern, and have neg
lected the worship due to the Lord, and His 
claims on them in connection with their being 
" builded together for an habitation of G-od 
through the Spirit." "With the remnant re
turned from Babylon, it was found that the 
Lord said, " From the day that the foundation 
of the Lord's Temple was laid," "f rom this 
day will I bless you." So now, as always with 
G-od, it must be first obedience, and then 
blessing. Give first, in worship, what is due 
unto the Lord, and then our own blessing is 
sure to follow. In making our own blessing 
the first object, we must find that we are really 
putting it away from us, whereas, if what is 
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due to the Lord is first, our highest blessing is 
secured. "Them that honour me, I will 
honour." Let the Lord, His Spirit and His 
word, have their place and test all our associa
tions. 

Study 1 Cor. xii., andxiv., andseeif, when and 
where we meet for worship or as believers for 
edification, there be what answers to what was 
practised at the beginning, as shown in these 
chapters. "Theminister,"orapersonappointed 
to officiate, cannot be found there. The Holy 
Grhost is owned as present. Jesus is called, 
and acknowledged as Lord. There is no special 
place given or taken by any one man. Neither 
can you find the members of this or that deno
mination. " T h e body is one, and hath many 
members, but all the members of that one 
body being many are one body.'' They are not 
assembled as a sect, but as " T h e body of 
Christ and members in particular." I t is not 
said that the Spirit is given to one man, but 
" t o every man to profit withal," and " y e all 
may prophesy one by one." There is liberty 
not for one or any man, but liberty for the 
" Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will." The thought that this was done at the 
beginning, but that it cannot be done now is 
equal to thinking that Scripture is out of date, 
or that man can conduct or arrange things 
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better than the Spirit of God. Though the 
majority have departed from worshipping 
according to the word, the Lord has pledged 
His presence to two or three gathered unto 
His name, (Matt, xviii. 20). The things 
written concerning the Lord's Table, the Lord's 
Supper, the one body, and the assembling 
together where the Lord and the Spirit are 
owned in the exercise of ministry, or the gifts, 
are " The commandments of the Lord," and the 
"ordinances," to be kept by all Christians, 
(1 Cor. i. 2; xi. 2; xiv. 37). 

Thus we can test our position. Is there the 
acknowledgement of Jesus as Lord ? Is there 
the recognition of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost as a person, guiding and controlling the 
worship ? Are those who are together assembled 
as the members of the one body, or as the 
members of a sect? Has each one confidence 
in every other being a believer ? " Do not ye 
judge them that are within ? " (1. Cor. v. 12). 
Is their conduct consistent with their pro
fession ? Is there separation from all known 
and proved evil ? (1. Cor. v. 3-8). If our 
position will not thus bear the light of truth, 
or the searching glance of His " eyes as a 
flame of fire," " L e t us go forth therefore 
unto Him without the camp, bearing his re
proach." If any are uneasy in their associa-
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tions it is because the eyes of the Lord are 
upon them. If His smile and approval are to 
be enjoyed, they must leave what is not accord
ing to the word and go forth unto Him. 

This will bring a cross and cause us to find 
that we must taste rejection with Him, and 
suffer shame for His name. The trial will be 
more than made up by the sense of His present 
succour and approval, and the future, " W e l l 
done, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord " 
(Matt. xxv. 21). To find the truth concerning 
the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and with 
simplicity to carry it out in practice will lead 
one outside every denomination in Christendom. 
To see it and own it in " The obedience of 
fa i th" implies that we gather unto the Lord 
alone, and recognise the one body of Christ. 
" We being many are one body in Christ, and 
every one members ope of another" (Rom. 
xii. 5). If I profess this and yet continue a 
member of another body, or denomination, 
which may include many not true believers, as 
it must exclude many believers in other de
nominations, I am in practice denying the one 
body of Christ. A person is not strictly speak
ing a member of two denominations at the same 
time. He cannot answer properly to the claims 
upon him as a Presbyterian, and as a Wesleyan, 
or there would not be two denominations. 
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But there are two, and he belongs to one or 
the other, or else neither can claim him as a 
member. Thus neither can a believer rightly own 
in practice that he is a member of the body of 
Christ, and at the same time own that he is a 
member of a denomination. But if he simply 
owns what the Lord by the Spirit has made 
him as a member of the one body, he owns all 
the true, and none other than the true, 
members of Christ's body. He thereby ceases 
to be a member of any sect or denomination, 
but owns every true believer in all denomina
tions, though they in their positions are not 
owning him. He can depart from iniquity, 
and follow righteousness, faith, love, peace 
with them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart, ( I I . Tim. ii. 19-22). 

May the Lord lead His own into " the full 
assurance of understanding, and to the 
acknowledgment" of the Baptism of the 
Holy Grhost, and to " Holding faith, and a 
good conscience" in this respect, (Col. i. 
24-29; ii. 1-3). 
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