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BROWN 

'The aim of this book is to make a survey of the main 
thinkers and intellectual movements of western thought 
of the past thousand years, with a view to showing how 
they affect Christian belief .... Inevitably, such an 
undertaking will partake of something of the character 
of a Who's Who. This is intentional. But unlike the latter 
work I have not refrained from commenting on what seem 
to me to be the strengths and weaknesses of the person or 
movement concerned.' 

To write a book which appeals both to the philosophy 
student and to the less informed reader is not an easy task. 
But Colin Brown combines a non-technical, often amusing 
style with a scholarly mastery of the significance of 
philosophical trends and their relation to his faith. The 
student will benefit from the wide picture given by this 
up-to-date survey and will make use of the detailed Notes 
on Books for further information. The general reader will 
finish the book informed, entertained and stimulated to 
further study. 
The Rev. Colin Brown is Vice-Principal of Tyndale Hall, Bristol. 
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Editorial survey 

The installation of Mr. Richard Nixon into office 
as President of the United States of America was 
n1.'lrked by a clear recognition of the spiritual needs 
of the nation. Amongst those participating in the 
ceremony Dr. Billy Graham's contribution was 
marked by a loyal acknowledgement of the testimony 
of Scripture, and his fervent prayer will, we trust, find 
an answer in the gracious help and guidance to be 
granted to the new President. His sincerity, and 
'genuine moral integrity' (to quote from a feature 
concerning him in Tire Christian and Christianity 
Today) should commend him specially to the prayers 
of God's people everywhere as he has assumed the 
heavy burdens of his high office. 

CAJ.','NABIS REPORT 

The drugs report of the Wootton Committee has 
stirred a controversy by its recommendation that 
penalties for smoking cannabis should be reduced. One 
description of the recommendation was that it was a 
'junkies' charter'. General expert opinion is against 
reducing penalties, and Mr. Callaghan, the Home 
Secretary, has stated firmly that it is not the Govern
ment's intention to legislate to reduce existing 
penalties for possession, sale or supply of the drug. 
One letter to the press spoke of 'The permissive 
innocence of Lady Wootton's attitude', and went on 
to speak of the harmful effects of the drug known to 
those who have served in the Middle East. There is 
little doubt that there will be widespread public 
support for the retention of the present penalties. 

PRISON LUXURY 

Much discussion has followed the announcement of 
the building of a new prison at Full Sutton, Yorkshire, 
that would provide many modem amenities for the 
prisoners, including a bedside lamp, nylon carpet, 
wardrobe and writing-table. One group is protesting 
against life being made more comfortable for prison
ers, and says they would be better off than most 
bachelors. Others strongly affirm that, when people 
take to crime as an easy way of getting something for 
nothing, the 'obvious cure for that state of things is to 
make life in prison sufficiently disagreeable so as to 
deter them from risking gomg there again'. Surely 
there is some sense here? This letter adds: 'We have 
been experimenting in mildness for 30 years, and the 
experiment has proved a failure'. Is it not possible to 
combine the rigour and discipline of prison life with 
the element of humane treatment each prisoner may 
require, in the judgment of specialists? 

SCHOOL RELIGION 

Further to our comment last month, the Secretary of 
State for Education has said that religious education, 
and the daily act of worship at morning assembly will 
continue to be compulsory in State schools. He said, 
in opening a new Church of England Junior School 
in Northumberland, that 90 per cent of parents and 
85 per cent of teachers interviewed in recent national 
surveys supported it. Mr. Short also referred to the 
'increasingly violent attack' being made on religion in 
schools, and urged all Christians 'to man the barrica
des', to preserve Christianity in Britain. 
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RIGHIS IN PALESTINE 

In a letter to the Daily Telegraph, Professor A. L. 
Goodhart, of University College, Oxford, gives clear 
reasons why the current Arab claim that they have 
some inherent right to exclude the Jews is without 
foundation. He points out that for centuries - a 
period during which the Arabs state Palestine was 
more than 90 per cent Arab - the Arabs were, in fact, 
a 'subject people living under the sovereignty of the 
Turkish Sultan.' In 1917 the British Army drove the 
Turks out of Palestine and 'it was necessary for the 
British to establish a new system of government as 
there was no local Arab control. It was then that the 
Balfour Declaration was issued. It provided that the 
Jews should be allowed to enter Palestine as of right 
provided that the rights of the Arab inhabitants were 
also protected . . . The all-important point is that 
at no time in history did the Arab people have the 
right to control the admission of others to Palestme. 
This right was vested in the Sultan and thereafter in 
Britain as the mandatory power.' This interpretation 
of history is interesting to all who love the Holy Land. 
One wonders if it will be disputed on historical or any 
other grounds. 

KING UZZIAH TOMBSTONE 

The Israel Museum in Jerusalem has acquired a 
tombstone of the first century BC, marking the reinter
ment, seven centuries after his death, of the remains of 
Uzziah, King of Judaea. The plaque is the only known 
inscription linked to the Judaean royal house, apart 
from the Siloam tunnel stone now at the Istanbul 
Museum. The Aramaic inscription reads: 'Hither were 
brought the bones of Uzziah, King of Judah - Do 
not open.' 

TYNDALE FELLOWSHIP CONFERENCES 

The Tyndale Fellowship for Biblical Research has 
arranged two further Day Conferences for Sixth 
Formers, ,vith the object of encouraging suitable 
students to aim at a career in Biblical study, at a stage 
early enough in their career to avoid being unnecessar
ily sidetracked. The Conferences are intended for 
those who are expecting to enter on University 
Honours Courses in subjects which could lead to such 
a career, e.g. Theology, Semitic Languages, Classics, 
Ancient History, or Near Eastern Archaeology. 
Personal invitations are being issued for boys and 
girls of evangelical convictions who come within this 
category. The Conferences will be held this year in 
Birmingham and London. The Birmingham Confer
ence will be on Saturday, March 29 under the title, 
'A Career in Biblical Research and Archaeology', and 
archaeology will be considered in its relationship to 
Old Testament and New Testament scholarship. The 
speakers will be Messrs. A. R. Millard, M. E. J. 
Richardson, and J. P. Kane. The London Conference 
will be on Wednesday, April 16, under the title 
'Biblical Scholarship as a Vocation'. The main morn
ing address will be given by Dr. Ralph P. Martin, 
on 'Biblical Scholarship in the Service of the Church'; 
in the afternoon a number of younger scholars engaged 
in research in various related fields will talk about their 
own work. Between the sessions there will be conduc
ted visits to relevant parts of the British Museum. 
Both Conferences will last from about 11 n.m. until 
4.30 p.m. We suggest that local Christian leaders might 
contact the Secretary of the Tyndale Fellowship, who 
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will be glad to send copies of the invitation cards for 
them to pass on to any who might be interested to 
attend. Full particulars will be forwarded to those who 
register. The address of the Secretary is Tyndale 
House, 36, Selwyn Gardens, Cambridge, CB3 9BA. 

:MR. FEGAN'$ HOMF.S 

For more than twenty years Capt. E. V. Martin was 
General Director of Mr. Fegan•s Homes, during 
which time he carried through many important 
changes that had been adopted by the Council. His 
retirement at the age of 66 has since been followed by 
the appointment of Mr. Colin Spivey as the new 
General Director. Converted when a member of the 
York Crusader Cass, he has had many years of 
practical Christian service in the north, and all 
friends of the Homes will wish him God•s rich blessing 
in the task he has now undertaken. Prayer is asked 
concerning the continuing need of a lady assistant at 
the Girl•s Home. It is for an Evangelical Christian 
young lady who has had some experience (not 
necessarily residential) of working with children and 
young people. Information about the Homes can be 
obtained from Mr. Fegan•s Homes, 372, Wandsworth 
Road, London, S.W.8. (Tel. 01-622 0266). 

EDINBURGH JUBILEE 

The assembly meeting at Bellevue Chapel is celebrating 
its Jubilee Year during 1969, and the Jubilee Calendar 
they have prepared indicates how they are seeking 
to mark the year in a worthy manner. Though smaller 
than in former years, the local church is in good 
heart, and maintains a solid witness in the district; and 
missionary interest still burns brightly. A Gospel 
campaign is being held during March 1-16, conducted 
by Mr. John Cunas, with preparation meetings 
during the preceding days. There will be public 
meetings for Praise and Thanksgiving on September 
20, the speakers being Professor F. F. Bruce and Dr. 
Stephen Short. They will both remain over the 
weekend, special ministry meetings following with Dr. 
Short. During October 12-24 a children•s Gospel 
Campaign will be carried on by Mr. Dan Cameron. 
These are but some of the highlights of the Jubilee 
Year. Any who would like a copy of the Calendar 
should write to the Secretary, Bellevue Chapel, 
Rodney Street, Edinburgh. 

MERSEYSIDE CAMPS 

Each year we welcome another Report of the Mersey
side Camps, and this year it comes as MA YC News, 
dated December 1968. The beloved Hon. Secretary 
of the MA YC for about 20 years, Mr. Albert E. 
Roberts, was called Home in November, and he will 
be greatly missed in the work he had so taken to his 
heart. The report of the 1968 camps is one full of 
encouragement. The number of camps was increased 
from five to six weeks, the two last weeks being 
reserved for seniors. Pony trekking proved increasingly 
popular throughout the whole six weeks, improved 
sporting facilities were much appreciated, and new 
activities were introduced, archery among them. 
Further work on the development of the camp site 
remains to be done before the 1969 camps begin. We 
are pleased to make known that the new MA YC 
Secretary is to be Mr. John G. Vernon, Alston Road, 
Aigburth, Liverpool, 17, from whom all particulars 
can be obtained, including the quarterly issue of 
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MA YC News. This publication will prove a means 
of encouragement to all who serve the Lord amongst 
young people. 

THE FISHER'S FELLOWSHIP 

The Fisher's Fellowship is an organization that 
exists to encourage and instruct all Christians in the 
art of personal evangelism and effective follow up. Its 
activities are varied, among them being helping, 
through the local church. in training for personal 
evangelism, the provision of study notes for group 
Bible studies and R.I. teachers in day schools, and 
the conducting of seminars in personal evangelism. A 
very useful paperback Tlze A.B.C. of Personal 
Eva11ge/ism (111 pp., sent freely on request) deals in a 
very comprehensive manner with its subject; and the 
basic correspondence course in personal evangelism, 
Practical Soul Wi11ni11g, is in increasing demand. There 
is an advanced course for those who have completed 
P.S.W., the Diploma Course in Personal Evangelism. 
The Fellowship is at present following up converts 
and enquirers at the request of various groups and 
societies, among them British Youth for Christ, 
Challenge Newspaper, The Covenanters Union, The 
Campaigners, National Young Life Campaign, 
Scripture Union, and others. It is planned to have a 
weekly radio programme early on Monday mornings 
(41 metre band); it will be called 'Facing the Week•. 
We warmly commend the monthly magazine Impact, 
which is a brochure that will, we believe, encourage all 
actively engaged in witnessing for Christ. This, and 
any further information, will gladly be supplied by the 
Secretary, Mr. Ron Smith, 96, Plaistow Lane, 
Bromley, Kent. BRl 3AS. 

SCOTIISH OUTREACH 

The Report for 1968 that has been issued by the 
Scottish Counties Evangelistic Movement, tells n 
gripping story of the development of this work. The 
objectives are to touch areas unreached by assembly 
witness, to help small assemblies in need of support, 
and to encourage a forward effort in gospel witness 
throughout Scotland and stimulate prayer for her 
deep spiritual needs. Much work continues throughout 
the year. It is hoped that many will request a copy of 
this attractive report, obtainable from Room 400, 
93, Hope Street, Glasgow, C.l. Meanwhile, pray on, 
for Scotland, and the whole of the British Isles. 

O.C.D.H. 
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A PRIEST FOR EVER ... (3) 

The eternal high priest 

Dr. J. K. Howard bases this study on Hebrews 7. 21-28 

The pronouncement of the divine decree from the 
old royal ceremonial promised the kings of 
IsraeJ an eternal priesthood after the order of 
Melchizedek. This promise has now reached its 
fulfilment in entirety in the person of Jesus, the 
King-Messiah. Already the author of the letter 
to the Hebrews has drawn attention to the fulfil
ment of the divine promise with respect to our 
Lord•s royal priesthood, now he turns our 
attention to the other part of the promise, 
namely that this priesthood was to be 'for ever'. 
In the original setting of Psa. 110 this clearly 
referred to the belief of the people of Israel that 
the Davidic line would never fail, but our writer 
sees the whole of the Davidic kingship summed 
up in the person of one Man, and to Him is 
given, as an individual, that never failing priest
hood which was originally conceived of in more 
corporate terms. 

It is on the basis of this eternal priesthood that 
Christ has been able to offer an eternal sacrifice 
which lies at the basis of, and ratifies, an eternal 
covenant. Thus the Lord is described as the 
'surety' or 'guarantor' (enguos) for this new and 
perfect covenant (7. 22), a word which in this 
context is virtually synonymous with 'mediator'. 
This is the only New Testament passage in which 
the word occurs although similar ideas are to be 
found elsewhere. The guarantor was a man who 
accepted to the full the legal and other obligations 
which existed in a bond or contract. If, for 
example, one of the contracting parties failed in 
his financial obligations to the bond, then it was 
the guarantor, the surety, who made good the 
deficit. 

In the New Testament, and in the letter to the 
Hebrews as much as anywhere else, the deliver-
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ance of God from the bondage of the old order 
is thought of in terms of a present and concrete 
experience. Nonetheless, at the same time it is 
also viewed as something which is yet future as 

far as its ultimate completion is concerned. 
Consequently there is throughout the New 
Testament a strong emphasis on hope, as a 
certain expectancy dependent upon the promises 
of a faithful God. Our writer makes the point 
that the guarantee of God's promises lies not in 
a mere word or even an oath, as it did in relation 
to the old covenant (6. 17 f.), but rather in the 
reality of His action in Christ. He stands as the 
surety; in His life, death and resurrection we 
have the assurance that the new covenant, the 
sacred bond into which God has entered with 
His people, will reach its perfect completion in 
the total deliverance of the ultimate appearing 
of the kingdom of God. It will be recalled that 
Paul makes a similar point when he speaks of the 
Holy Spirit as the 'down payment' (arrhabon) to 
the Christian as the pledge of the eventual full 
payment. One is the objective historical reality, 
the other the subjective personal experience, of 
tl?,e faithfulness of God. 

Christ thus vouches for the fulfilment of God's 
promises to His people, and this is on the basis 
of His perfect sacrifice by which the new and 
superior covenant has been ratified. In bringing 
to our attention the self-offering of the Lord 
(7. 27) the author is anticipating his later develop
ment of the matter in relation to the Jewish 
festival of the Day of Atonement. 

In Jewish thought the Day of Atonement was 
the time in which, year by year, the covenant 
relationship between God and His people was re
forged. The complex ritual had as its culmination 
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the entry of the high priest into the inner 
shrine of the Temple. Here he sprinkled the blood 
of a sacrifice on the lid of the sacred box, the 
so-cal.led Ark of the Covenant. This lid received 
a special name, translated in our English versions 
as the •mercy seat', that is the place of reconcilia
tion and forgiveness. Toe idea of the sacrifice and 
the sprinkling of blood was not, as has been some
times said, to placate a vengeful deity, but rather 
to renew, in the offering, the covenant relation
ship between God and the people. The covenant 
had originally been sealed by sacrifice both with 
Abraham and with Moses, and the re-sealing of 
the covenant year by year at the Day of Atone
ment was the pledge to Israel that their God was 
a merciful God who was ready and willing to 
forgive. 

Our author applies the analogy of the Day of 
Atonement, and it has to be remembered that it 
is but an analogy, to the death of Christ. The 
death of Christ, however, has brought about a 
final and complete reconciliation between God 
and His people; the barrier of human guilt has 
been removed in its entirety, so that there is no 
longer any need for such a yearly re-establishment 
of the covenant. Thus our writer can say that 
our Lord •offered Himself through the eternal 
spirit without spot to God' (9. 14), on which 
Chadwick has commented that this was the 
•transcendent spiritual act of one who was sin
less'. In this supreme sacrifice the fundamental 
problem of human relationships was dealt with 
finally and completely. In His life the Lord 
accepted fully the obligations of God's total 
requirements and fulfilled them. 

The performance of the will of God is always 
to be thought of as a sacrificial act, a matter 
which our writer makes clear on several occasions, 
and for the Lord it meant 'obedience unto death'. 
His moral perfection was thus purposive, it was 
so that He might off er it to God on behalf of 
mankind. Denney well wrote, 'Christ did not 
come into the world to be a good man: it was 
not for this that a body was prepared for him. 
He came to be a great High Priest, and the body 
was prepared for him that by the offering of it 
he might put sinful men for ever into the perfect 
religious relation to God'. 

Paul utilizes this same analogy in Romans 3. 
Here be speaks of Christ as the place of recon
ciliation or forgiveness, using the word hi/aster/on, 

the word the Greek translators of the Old Testa
ment used for the 'mercy seat' and which is 
rendered 'propitiation' in the AV (Rom. 3. 25). 
For Paul, as for the writer to the Hebrews, the 
Cross was the supreme point of reconciliation, 
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the place where God and man may meet in a 

new and permanent relationship on the basis of 
Christ's self-offering ('in His blood'), and on the 
ground of our committal and obedience ('through 
faith'). 

Thus by virtue of His unique sacrifice, the 
mediatorial King is also the eternal Priest, 
'consecrated for evermore' (7. 28). The old 
priests died and new ones took their place, but 
this Man has an unchangeable priesthood 
(7. 24), for He has been raised from that death 
which He tasted for every man, and is now 
seated at the right hand of God (10. 12). The 
old priests could never sit in the presence of 
God, for to have done this would have been to 
imply that their sacrifice was complete. The old 
order was marked by repetition, a repetition of 
sacrifice and a constantly changing priesthood. 
The new order, founded in and by Christ, is 
marked by a singleness of action and a uniqu� 
ness of priesthood. Jesus, the Messiah, in His 
own voluntary self-offering, has effected, once 
and for all, the re-establishment of relationships 
between God and man. Thus our writer, in the 
language of analogy, can speak of Him as seated, 
for, as F. F. Bruce has written, 'a seated priest 
is a guarantee of a finished work and an accepted 
sacrifice'. 

This unique self-offering of Christ has brought 
a total deliverance. This thought is seen in 7. 25 
where the writer has in view the continuing 
effectiveness of this deliverance through Christ's 
present mediatorial work. The writer makes it 
clear that our Lord's continuing priestly work 
is the basis of our continued acceptance before 
God. On the one hand the fulfilment of the will 
of God on man's behalf by Christ has established 
right relationships, it has consecrated the Christ
ian to God and His purposes. This is the point 
of the perfect tense at 10. 10 - 'by the which 
will we have been sanctified.' To quote F. F. 
Bruce again, 'it is a sanctification which has taken 
place once and for all: in this sense it is as 
unrepeatable as the sacrifice which effects it'. On 
the other hand, however, these right relationships 
established through our being 'sanctified' have to 
be maintained. Thus the writer goes on to say 
that Christ 'has perfected for ever those who are 
being sanctified' (10. 14). There is therefore a 

process, a growth, not to, but rather in holiness, 
the development of a progressive moral and 
spiritual experience as the believer moves on to 
the full stature of Christ. 

Christ thus stands as the eternal High Priest 
who through His eternal sacrifice has effected a 

reconciliation between man and God, and who 
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through His present mediation continues to 
maintain it. Furthermore, although this was an 
act which took place at the end of an age, it 
possesses a value and force which reach back to 
the very beginning of human history. In a very 
real sense is Christ's death an eternal sacrifice, 
for it embraces the whole sweep of human affairs 
from first to last. Moffatt has rightly remarked 
that 'had it not been so, God could not have 
left it till so late in the world's history'. The Cross 
of Christ was an historical act, yet it is also an 
eternal act, an act of continuing efficacy, by 
which the people of God of all ages are made 
one. Thus speaking of the faithful of the Old 
Testament our writer can say, 'with us in mind 
God had made some better provision, that only 
in company with us should they be made perfect' 
(11. 40). The death of Christ unites all into the 
one redeemed people of God. 

The sacrifice of Christ has occurred once at 
the end of the age (7. 26, cf. also 9. 15, 26) and it 
has 'put away sin'. There are many ways of 
looking at what is technically termed the Atone
ment. At first sight some may appear to be 
mutually exclusive, yet each has its insights and 
value, and whatever the view or theory that we 
adopt it has to be remembered that it is not the 
whole truth. The imagery which lies at the basis of 
our author's understanding of Christ's priesthood, 
and which also underlies much of Paul's thought, 
is the picture of the Cross as the effector of 
reconciliation. Through the death of Christ right 
relationships have been established in the vertical 
plane, between man and God, and from· this 

By Bernard C. Martin 

When Jesus said to His disciples 'Blessed are the 
eyes which see the things which ye see' (Luke 10. 
23) He was not of course referring to physical 
objects perceived by natural eyes. He, in a moving 
prayer, had just thanked His Father 'that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent 
and hast revealed them unto babes' (v. 21). 

Since, then, 'these things' are the subject of 
divine revelation we must conclude that they 
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stems the growth of right relationships in the 
horizontal plane, between man and man. The 
basis of this reconciliation is the fact that Christ 
has fulfilled the will of God for all mankind. 
There must be a total understanding of the 
situation, and this our Lord has, for He accep
ted the human state in its f ulness and with 
all its limitations, apart from sin. As Man He 
fulfilled the will of God, and thus He was able 
to off er to God His perfect obedience in His 
death on the Cross. The sacrifice of the Lord 
thus becomes the ratification of the new covenant 
which God has made with the New Humanity of 
which Christ, as the Last Adam, is the Founder. 

The man who is 'in Christ' has become incor
porated into the New Humanity. The old Adam 
is manifestly dissolved and the Last Adam takes 
its place and a new human solidarity is produced. 
The old solidarity in sin belonging to the race 
of Adam gives way to a solidarity in right
eousness, the stamp of the new race in the Last 
Adam. Christ, in a very real sense, is the Repre
sentative Man, and herein lies the necessity of 
the Incarnation. Denney well wrote, 'it is the 
Atonement that explains the Incarnation; the 
Incarnation takes place in order that the sin of 
the world may be put away by the one offering 
of the one body of Jesus Christ.' It is this Man, 
the King-Messiah, who is now consecrated as our 
great High Priest, and who evermore continues 
His activity of intercession on our behalf. The 
practical consequences of this mediation in terms 
of our human existence will be the subject of 
our final study. 

Spiritual vision 

are spiritual truths concerning Christ seen with 
the eye of faith, though of course those disciples, 
being His earthly contemporaries, saw many 
marvellous things with their natural eyes also. 
'These things' hidden from natural man, however 
exalted, are the objects of the spiritual vision of 
every humble believer. Blessed eyes indeed 
spiritually enabled to •see• these things. 

The apostle Paul speaks of the same in his 
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first letter to the Corinthians when he says 

'Eye bath not seen, nor ear heard neither have 

entered into the heart of man the things which 

God bath prepared for them that love him. 

But God bath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit' (2. 9, 10). Unregenerate man has not the 

ability to see these sublime things, for 'they are 
spiritually discerned' (v. 14) - only the eye of 

faith can catch the divine revelation. He develops 
this further in his second letter when he says that 
believers 'look not at the things which are seen 
but at the things which are not seen' (4. 18) and 

goes on to enunciate the general principle in a 
particu.Jarly pithy aphorism 'We walk by faith, 
not by sight' (5. 7). 

The purposeful progress of the Christian (as 
suggested by 'walk') is not maintained with 
reference to visible landmarks, but invisible. The 
necessity of physical sight in guiding the natural 
walk is obvious, but it has its counterpart in the 
spiritual - the necessity of faith which is spiritual 
vision, 'the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen' (Heb. 11. 1, RSV). 

Tb.is spiritual landscape is so rich and so vast 
that it takes our breath away - when we look at it. 
But when do we look at it? All too spasmodically, 
no doubt. Nevertheless our spiritual progress 
depends on how well we keep it in focus. Of 
course God has given us physical eyes to see 'the 
things which are seen' but as Christians we should 
not merely see them in their own light, but in the 
light of 'the things which are not seen' to which 
they have reference and by which they are 
meaningfully illumined. It is men of spiritual 

vision who have done the most to ameliorate the 
lot of mankind. 

To have been granted the eye of faith open to 
the marvellous vista of God's revealed plan, 
besides bemg indispensable for our walk in 

providing us with essential landmarks not of this 
world, brings with it certain other blessings, 
which we shall now consider. 

(1) Privilege. 'Many prophets and kings have 
desired to see these things which ye see and have 

not seen them' (Luke 10. 24) said the Lord on 
the occasion already referred to. To be alive 'in 

these last days' when God has 'spoken unto us 

by his Son' (Heb. 1. 1), at the time of the full 
blaze of God's revelation in His incarnate Son 

and the ensuing New Testament scriptures 

(compared with which the former manifestations 

'at sundry times and in divers manners' were dim 

indeed) is a privilege and a challenge the greatness 

of which we do not always realise. Can we treat 

lightly or casually that which kings and prophets 

have earnestly desired to see? Alas, we can, for 
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even this sphere is not immune from the proverb

ial contempt bred by familiarity. 

It should help us however in rightly assessing 

the surpassing richness of the present revelation 

to see it in the perspective of the ages. The apostle 

Peter helps us to do this in the first chapter of 

his first letter where he says that the prophets of 
old 'were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things which have now been announced to you 

by those who preached the good news to you 
through the Holy Spirit from heaven' (v. 12, 
RSV). So marvellous to those prophets were the 
things prophesied that they 'searched and 
inquired about this salvation' (v. 10, RSV) - as 
also did the very angels of heaven, particularly 
as regards the time which they learnt (no doubt 
to their disappointment) was not to be their time. 
The record of this, however, serves us - maybe 

we can learn something from their selflessness 
in ministry. In any case, it shouJd greatly enhance 
our sense of privilege in that we have been given 
to see the things which to them were a distant 
prospect but which none the less they prized. If 
'we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour 
because of the suffering of death' (Heb. 2. 9, 
RSV) then that is an unspeakable privilege and 
makes our eyes a thousand times blessed! 

(2) Proclamation. The apostle Paul tells us 
that 'the mystery' was made known to him 'by 
revelation' (Eph. 3. 3). The mystery never 
previously made known in the way it was now 
revealed consisted in the fact of the glorious 
fulfilment of God's gracious purposes, that 
through the sacrifice of Calvary all who believe, 
irrespective of race 'should be fellow-heirs and 

of the same body' (v. 6). 
Paul himself exemplified this in a remarkable 

degree. Saul of Tarsus, formerly priding himself 
as 'a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a 

Pharisee' (Phil. 3. 5, RSV), is now the apostle 
of the Gentiles - a preacher to those he previous

ly despised as Gentile dogs. What more astonish
ing manifestation of God's grace in a man can 
we find? For it is not done grudgingly from a 

stern sense of duty but with the utmost humility 
and love - 'Unto me, who am less than the least 

of saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 

among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ' (v. 8). He longs to make known these 

riches to those he had always considered beyond 
the pale. These are the things he saw, and we 

see, with the eye of faith, but of which he scorned 

to have a private, esoteric viewing, passionately 

desiring rather 'to make all men see what is the 

fellowship of the mystery which from the begin

ning of the world bath been hid in God' (v. 9). 
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'To make all men see ••• • Have we also this 
determination to share the glorious vision with 
others? For the unveiling of that which was 

previously hidden from inquiring angels and men, 
in this privileged gospel age is in order that all 
may see. The mystery is a 'fellowship'. Seers 
must always be preachers, for 'where there is no 
vision, the people perish' (Prov. 29. 18). 

And it is through the Church - that goodly 
fellowship of all who have been made to see the 
mystery - that intrigued angels will at last be 
enlightened, for Paul goes on to say that one of 
the objects of this testimony is 'to the intent that 
now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord' (vv. 10, 11). 

(3) Preservation. As natural sight is a 
precious possession, so is faith's vision in the 
spiritual realm. Speaking of this, Peter refers to 
some believers who are 'blind and cannot see 
afar off' (2 Peter 1. 9). Not totally blind - no be
liever is that- but suffering from spiritual myopia. 
And he tells us what is the cause of this short
sightedness - 'He that lacketh these things' (v. 9). 
What things? Why, those that he has been enum
erating in the foregoing verses. 

If we are to maintain our keenness of spiritual 
vision (which goes hand in hand with our 
spiritual progress) it is important that it be 
constantly exercised, or else it will atrophy, 
which inevitably means that natural vision 
(corrupted by the 'lust of the eyes') will take its 
place. One of the indispensable factors for 
making progress in the spiritual life is discerning 
the glory of the Lord, for thereby we are 'changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory• (2 Cor. 

3. 18). This of course is a gradual process, or as 
Peter puts it - a question of adding to faith. 
Faith unexercised leads to barrenness and 
unfruitfulness, but faith exercised has many 
children - virtue, knowledge, self-control, stead
fastness, godliness, brotherly affection, love (2 
Peter 1. 6-8, RSV). The more these things 'abound' 
in a believer, the clearer he will see the heavenly, 
but if he lacks them his vision will become more 
dim and his spiritual life will suffer, even to the 
extent of forgetting 'that he was purged from his 

old sins' (v. 9). If the 'things which are seen' 
are allowed to regain their ascendancy over the 
'things which are not seen', then Calvary with 
its penetrating emphasis on sin and the awful 
price necessary to remove it -even the blood of 

the incarnate Son of God -loses its dominating 

influence in the soul. The forgiveness of sins is no 
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longer urgently relevant because sin itself has 
lost its dread relation with eternity. That person 
cannot see afar off. Can a greater disaster 
overtake the soul of the believer? Weak now as 
other men, he must in things spiritual be led as a 

child or even by a child. But of course he can be 
recovered, for his eyes of faith are not damaged. 
They must through repentance be brought again 
into use and focused with a determined persist
ence on these utterly real things which he once 
delighted to perceive but failed to build upon. 

(4) Perseverance. It is in fact this spiritual 
sight which guarantees, in its practical sense, the 
final perseverance of the saints, for without it the 
ever present and sinister forces arrayed against 
them would prove too much for them. No one but 
a simpleton could imagine that to walk by faith in 
a hostile world largely materialistic, atheistic and 
scornful of the supernatural, is a picnic. But all 
has been foreseen by a merciful God who, Peter 
tells us, 'bath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness. through the knowledge ot 

him that hath called us to glory and virtue' (v. 3). 
To know Him is to see Him with the eye of faith. 
He tells us in his first letter that we love Him al
though we have not seen Him (with the natural 
eye) and 'rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory• (1. 8). That is only possible because the 
Spirit gives us to see Him who is unseen. The 
writer to the Hebrews speaks of the same thing -
'Looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God' 
(12. 2, RSV). It is this look that sustains us and 
spurs us on. It was infinitely more difficult for 
Him, who Himself was sustained by the vision 
of the eternal joy to come. But it must be a long 
and earnest look for we must 'consider Him who 
endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself so that you may not grow weary or 
faint-hearted' (12. 3, RSV). This vision of the 
Pioneer of our faith, Who graciously sustains 
us by His Spirit Who indwells us, is sufficient 
for all our need. Like Moses we may endure 'as 
seeing him who is invisible' (11. 27). 

In this world we may sometimes feel as Elisha 

and his servant felt, shut up in Dothan surroun
ded by the horses and chariots of the enemy. 
Elisha's servant was particularly alanned, until 
his eyes were opened to see what Elisha had 
already seen - the mountain 'full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha' (2 Kings 6. 

17). So he was able to say 'fear not: for they that 

be with us are more than they that be with them• 

(2 Kings 6. 16) -words echoed by John: 'Greater 
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is He that is in you, than he that is in the world' 
(1 John 4. 4). Thus the eye of faith may ever be 
open to the divine resources and keep good heart. 

0 blessed eyes, which view the consummation 
Of that the former seers bur saw in part 
Whid, see the Christ create one holy nation 
Of all who seek from Him the cleansed heart. 

0 blessed eyes which see the Saviour dying 
And thus behold the mystery of love, 
0 blessed eyes which mark the grave-clothes lying, 
And Jesus risen to His throne above! 

Removed from sight, yet to faith's vision glorious 
O blessed eyes which see Him seated there 

And seeing, joy in love o'er all victorious 

And hasten in His service all to dare. 

0 blessed eyes which look for His appearing 
Thou sha/t behold His beauty face to face, 
Steadf ast/y gaze - the blessed day is nearing 
Thou shaft be like Him - that's His crowning grace! 

B.C.M. 

LIVING IN A TANGLED WORLD (3) 

Detachment and commitment in the world of thought 

By J.M. Houston 

When the three astronauts recently circled the 
moon, there was a general feeling of the discrep
ancy between man's scientific and moral achieve
ments. Augustine suggested that man should 
study himself much more. 'Men go to gape at 
mountain peaks, at the boundless tides of the 
sea, the broad sweep of rivers, the encircling 
ocean and the motion of the stars: and yet they 
leave themselves unnoticed; they do not marvel 
at themselves' (Confessions, X, VIII, 15). Since 
Freud, this is no longer true, and the exploration 
of inner, psychic space has begun. But it is one 
thing for man-made rocket probes into the 
universe under ground control, and another for 
psychic rockets, zooming and lost in their own 
autonomy. And this is the plight of post-Freudian 
man, aware of the mystery of himself, brilliant 
in his logical powers of thought, but without a 
sense of outside controls over his life, or of where 
he is going. For our age is one of general moral 
decay, disguised by brilliant technological ad
vance and scientific knowledge. 

The Decline of Authority 

However, it does not help us to sigh for 
previous times, and resolutely refuse to face the 
changes of our own age. For change makes 
irrevocable the present from the past, so we need 
courage to face the contemporary scene as it is. 
And one of the most significant events of our 
times is the decline of authority. We witness this 
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even in such trivial matters as the Joss offonnality 
in manners. Informality plays its part in influen
cing our social climate in numerous ways: 
etiquette is shunned, conventions are out of 
favour, rules are now given apologetically, if 
given at all. In the arts, where standardless 
spontaneity is a possibility, we see the decline 
of authority very clearly. Modem music in its 
abandonment of tonality is more noxse than 
symphony. In painting, there is the rejection of 
the obligation to be intelligible. In literature, 
there is the revolt against the discipline of rhyme 
and metre, and against conventional grammar and 
vocabulary. In both the arts and in ethics, there 
is a deliberate abandonment of authority in 
exchange for new values in personal freedom, 
with implicit and unquestioned faith in the 
values of personal impulses. It is fortunate that 
scientists have not succumbed to the surrealism 
of our age, in its revolt against discipline, other
wise the three wise men of the west would not 
have returned from the moon. 

However, this break-down of authority presents 
us all with serious problems. This is particularly 
so in such authoritarian structures as govern
ment, churches, universities, business life, and 
all those activities that are associated with 'the 
establishment'. If the trend continues we may 
find ourselves with only two authoritarian struc
tures preserved in our society because of their 
utility value, scientific institutions and totalitarian 
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government. Already we see evidence that 
wherever there is social irresponsibility, the state 
government tends to assume control, whether in 
the care of orphans, old people, or now in the 
irresponsibility of trade unionism in the manage
ment of labour. Moreover, the break-down in 
authority is producing a lack of leadership, 
which is dangerous when crypto-anarchy already 
exists in the minds of so many people. There is 
also the temptation to assume past beliefs have 
failed modem man instead of realising that 
modem man has failed to rise to the standards 
set by past beliefs. In consequence, the modem 
mind is restively looking for new ideas of moral
ity, new types of society, and even new religions. 
Thinking like this has become explosive on 
university campuses the world over since 1965. 
We now even have academic institutes actively 
involved in research into new systems of morality 
based solely upon 'scientific principles'. 

As Christians we cannot ignore these condi
tions and challenges of our times. As the apostle 
Peter exhorts us, 'Be ready always to give an 
answer to any man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you' (1 Peter 3. 15). We must 
insist on the reasonableness of the Christian 
faith which we can share with all men. But we 
must also insist on the transcendence of faith 
over the limitations of human wisdom, of the 
reality of the revelation of God, and of the 
authority of Holy Scripture in all matters of life 
and godliness. And just as the early Christians 
challenged the world view of the Graeco-Roman 
learning, so we need to continue in that enter
prise at a time when the nature and content of 
authority is being undermined as never before. 

The Temptation of 'Angelism' 
Compared with the aggressive impact of the 

sciences of behaviour upon the realms of con
science, guilt and shame, philosophy may seem 
a remote, esoteric activity of mind that has little 
to do with contemporary society. Nevertheless 
two contemporary modes of philosophical 
thought have made serious inroads into the realm 
of morality, to which much blame can be attribu
ted in the existing moral confusion of our 
society. For it is by its very insistence on neutral
ity that modern philosophy has done much to 
undermine the authority of morals. If anyone, 
anxious about his behaviour, picked up a modem 
text on ethics to seek illumination and guidance, 
he would be sadly disillusioned and bored. As 

one philosopher in a review of ethics during the 
last half century has admitted: 'I think that in 
the past, philosophers have been too much con-
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cemed with moral theories to pay very much 
attention to how people actually decide or what 
moral decisions are really like' (Mary Warnock, 
Ethics since 1900, 1966, p. 146). 

British philosophers have been most influenced 
by G. E. Moore, whose Principia Ethica was 
published in 1903. He argued that the awareness 
of what is good is a matter of intuition, that 'I 
just know'. This emphasis on subjectivism has 
led philosophers to emphasize the need of 
clarified thought about ethics. Yet in clarifying 
the questions, what is good?, what is a value?, 
Moore and his followers found they could not 
answer the questions they asked. So in 1936 in 
Language, Truth and Logic, A. J. Ayer, a professor 
at Oxford, launched the idea that ethics were 
'emotive' not rational. As such, ethical concepts 
of right and wrong were pseudo-concepts, and 
could not be 'known'. They dealt with problems 
of 'values', not of 'facts', and as such they were 
'nonsense' judgments. Significantly the second 
edition of the book (1946) modified some of these 
pronouncements,, reallzing that moral philosophy 
itself could no longer exist, if these arguments 
prevailed. 

But this bombshell has had profound effects 
upon popular thought, whatever technical signifi
cance 'meaningless' might signify to logical 
positivists. For if the learned profession of moral 
philosophy, hitherto deemed expertise in the 
critical examination of moral principles, is 
incapable of knowing about the subject, what 
future is there for morality? If there is no moral 
truth to be known, who can know it? If morality 
is merely the outcome of personal attitudes, with
out precise rules and strict authority, a general 
laxity of standards can only be expected. Thus 
by the removal of the difference between rational 
and irrational persuasion, the ensuing ethical 
subjectivism has removed one of the most 
authoritative safeguards for moral evaluation. 

We are thus presented with an absurd state of 
affairs, where the laws of linguistics, deciding 
what is or is not 'meaningful', appear to be more 
fundamental than the laws of morality. So we 
find ourselves in an age when so many professional 
philosophers seem more pre-occupied ,vith their 
dictionaries than with their personal relation
ships. Where logic is more authoritative than the 
Logos. Where commitment is sacrificed for 
objectivity. This is aptly illustrated by what 
happened in Vienna in August, 1968, at the 
international philosophical congress. Gathered 
together were over four thousand of the world's 
wisest men, but when asked by journalists what 
had they to say about the happenings in Prague 
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a few miles away, with the Russian invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, the answer was nothing! 

It is sadly ironical that this emphasis on 

academic detachment should exist for the pursuit 
of truth, itself a moral value. Have the logical 
positivists wondered why they should pursue this 

moral value? This alienation of ethical thinking 
from crucial forms of ethical experience reveals 
the temptation of man to live only according to 
the intellect. And yet is the discrimination of what 

is logical from what is a-logical not also a value 
judgment? Reason and objectivity, cannot be 
thus divorced from the world of values and 
commitment. In his book Personal Knowledge, 
Michael Polanyi has thus demonstrated that pure 
objectivity is a myth, even in science. For we 
share knowledge between persons, and share 
together meaning by rules of rightness. When 
we attempt to define things in terms that are 
neutral to the rightness of things, then the sense 
of meaning also disappears. Is it any wonder 
then that an exaggerated sense of intellectual 
neutrality, of nihilism, and of amorality, together 
characteriz.e our age? This detachment or 
'angelism' as I have called it, is the myth of many 
academic pursuits today, for it overlooks the 
reality that we are not just thinking machines, 
but committed to life as human beings. 

And yet there is a double inconsistency about 
academic detachment, philosophic and other
wise. The quest of knowledge at a particular time 
and place is guided inevitably by assumptions 
which are questionable, though not then quest
ioned or even recognized. There are fashions of 
thought as well as of dress, reflecting the spirit 
of the times. This indicates we are but men of 
our times, subject to temptations of human 
assumptions, interests and ambitions. There is 
also inconsistency in our detachment in university 
life. We encourage our economists to advise in 
our national house-keeping. We permit our 
political scientists to walk in the corridors of 
state power. We think it advantageous for our 
scientists to promote technology. But in the 
realm of morals, academie today accepts no 
responsibility, and there is little or no guidance 
for the moral needs of youth. Our faculties of 
philosophy and theology must bear much of the 
responsibility for this tragic neglect. 

Much of the student revolt is thus a confused 
protest against making thought the centre of 
reference instead of action, of being detached 
instead of being involved, of discontent with 
technological power as a substitute for being a 
whole person. Youth is not going to be satisfied 
with university life in a desperate world, if it is 
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only a preparation for more sophisticated selfish
ness, or an institution concerned with learning 

for its own sake. Students desire contact with the 
totality of life, fulfilling their ideals in more 
realistic ways than just simply passing examina

tions. The social conscience of the evangelical 
was aroused in the last century to the great 

injustices of society at that time. Today, it is 

this deep crisis in contemporary scholarship that 
is one of our greatest challenges. 

The Lure of Humanism 

Is the solution then to accept only the human 
condition as it is? This is the temptation of 
atheist existentialism, promoted by philosophers 
on the Continent. Is the acceptance of suffering 
and sin, the stench of gangrene and the stench 
of money, the stupidity of power and the wisdom 
of the intellect, the horror of man and of his 
anguish, is this the solution? The acceptance of 
man as he is, with all his rage of desires and all 
the weaknesses of his flesh, is the basic assumption 
of atheist existentialism. Vital truth, it is 
claimed, is grounded in human subjectivity; as· 
Sartre said in a lecture in 1946 'Existentialism is 
a Humanism'. Truth begins and ends in the 
human self, and where truth can only be subject
ive, relativism is inevitable. Values therefore have 
no objective reality, and any faith in transcendent 
morality is 'bad' faith. There is nothing but the 
conscience of each of us as guide, which each of 
us in our solitary pursuit is never sure of sustain
ing. Carried to its extremity, such irrationality as 
Sartre's existentialism cannot survive even as a 
philosophy so it is no surprise that he now 
believes Marxism is the only possible system of 
thought for the twentieth century. 

Although atheist existentialism and logical 
positivism are very different world views, they 
share the same bleak ethical message. That is, 
they agree there is no moral authority, no possi
bility of moral reasoning, no absolute standards. 
The technical discussion of all these philosophers 
may go over the heads of the general public, but 
their ideas are mediated through the mass-media 
of films and novels, accepted as the general 
attitudes of the man-in-the-street. For it is on 
philosophical assumptions that a literature and 
a culture exist. Its morality is expressed in the 
following doggerel: 

It all depends on where you are, 
It all depends on when you are, 
It all depends on what you feel, 

It all depends on how you feel. 

It all depends on how you're raised, 

The Witness 



It all dep,·11ds 011 ll'hat is praised, 

What's rigltt today is wrong tomorrow, 

Joy in Franc,•. in England sorrow, 

It all d,·pends on point of view, 
Australia M Timbuctoo, 

In Rome do as the Romans do. 

if tastes just ltappe11 to agree 
Then you hal·,· morality. 
But 11'/tere tltere are co11fticting trmds, 
It all depends, it all depends . . .  

(Quoted by Abraham Edel, 
Ethical Judgment, 1955, p. 16). 

The impact then of the philosophers in creating 
this climate of relativism and moral chaos, 
nihilism and lostness, is greater than is generally 
appreciated. 

The Commitment of the Christian 
Today, the false dichotomy in philosophy 

between the objectivity of facts and the subjec
tivity of values, is a dilemma, not dissimilar to 
the false distinctions philosophers made in 
Augustine's world between matter and spirit. As 
a young intellectual, he embraced the heresy of 
manichaeism, that the 'good soul', his reason, 
was an oasis of purity in a bodily world of 
impurity. This Manichaean mood suited the 
temper of the times in which he lived (AD 354-
430), when the dying Roman Empire was being 
destroyed by the barbarian invaders. It was re
assuring to Augustine, as to many in our post
Freudian age. that 'it was not I who was sinning, 
but some other nature within me' (Co11fessio11s, 
V, X, 18). However, on the verge of a nervous 
break-down, Augustine resisted the temptation of 
his voracious intellect to continue in autonomy, 
gaining for himself, by himself, the ascent of his 
mind to some academic heaven. Instead, it was 
the faith of his mother, Monica, that broke 
through his self containment. He admitted 'it is 
by your pr.iyers - I know it and admit it without 
hesitation - that God has given me a mind to 
place the discovery of Truth above things, to 
wish for nothing else, to think of nothing else, 
to love nothing else' (quoted by Peter Brown, 
Augustine of Hippo, 1967, p. 110). He realized 
that the intellectual food of dreams is exactly like 
real food, yet it does not sustain us; for we are 
only dreaming (Confessions ll[, VI, 10). 

Today we need more Christian philosophers, 
men who like Augustine may be awake to 
influence thought in a decadent society. We need 
more intellectuals who are detached from prof es
sional ambitions and yet foremost in their 

professions. As Christians, our commitment 
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means embracing the practical consequences of 

our beliefs, as Luther's decision 'Here stand I, 
I cannot do otherwise.' For it is the awareness 
of standing in the presence of God, to whom we 
are answerable for all that we do. Such commit
ment to God in Christ, must mean the subordina
tion of nil other interests to this one goal, 'that 
I might know Him, and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffer
ings'. We know God in Christ, through the 
divine Word that stands in opposition to all other 
claims for absolute authority. 

Jn reply to the existentialist view that the 
essence of truth is freedom, the Christian faith 
would say: the essence of freedom is truth. As 
Jesus Christ has said: 'If you continue in my 
word ... you will know the truth and the truth 
will make you free' (John 8. 3). All that most 
existentialism can hope for is finding some 
meaning from within man. But the Christian 
faith is the response to a great light, as the star 
of Bethlehem, that has shone from without, that 
illumines, probes, and guides every man's way. 
Christian commitment thus also implies consis
tent behaviour, responsive like the three wise 
men to go on pilgrimage to where 'the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt amongst us'. And as 
nothing is worthy of man's ultimate commitment 
which is confined to the limits of his present 
comprehension, so each Christian can say, 'not 
as though I have already attained, but I press 
forward, and follow after'. Man must live beyond 
himself. As Luther puts it simply in his Treatise 
011 Christian Liberty', a Christian man lives not 
in himself, but in Christ and in his neighbour .. . 
He lives in Christ through faith, in his neighbour 
through love.' A real Christian cannot live in any 
other place, or with any other commitment. 
Therein, he does not only know the truth, but 
he does the truth (John 3. 21). 

Thy Will 

0 Lord, I pray Thee, Thou wilt make me real. 

Thus, whm to me Thy will Thou dost re1•ea/ 

I may, by simple faith, start 011 the way 

That Thou dost show, nor reason or delay, 

But trust that Thou Who pulleth forth Thy sheep 

Will go before, and me in safety keep. 

R. DUNFORD s�nrn 
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ENCOUNTERS WITH CHRIST (3) 

A woman on the outside 

By Glenn Wyper 

Few of us in English-speaking lands have felt the 

pain of persecution, but all of us have at some 

time known the hurt of being on the outside. 

We have been the objects of name-calling. We 

have been looked down upon. We have been 

abused in those many subtle ways that leave 

scars on our souls. Not that we are unusual in 

:!-tis experience. Throughout the life of man, 

human beings have continually drawn their tight 

circles that excluded some people from their 

company. Words such as dog, infidel, foreign 

devj), barbarian, and Gentile have been used as 

epithets in the past to emphasize the exclusion. 

The modern world has its own words. lnstinv 
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( Mark 7. 24-30) 

tively, then, we can sympathize with the Syro

phoenician woman who lived her life on the 
outside. 

The Lord Jesus had been mini tering to people 

throughout Galilee. For day He had been 

surrounded by crowds eagerly seeking His help. 

Now He departed for the region of T) re in the 

hope of hiding from the throngs that still desired 

His aid. He was not heartle s: Hi lo"e o,erflo\\c<l 

for the needy multitudes; but He wa \\Cary 

weary in body and spirit. He could not continue 

His labours unless He was refre hed. Bc)ond the 

borders of Israel He might find the needed 
solitude. 
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However, He could not remain hidden. Some

where someone recognised Him. Perhaps one of 
the townspeople had been to Capernaum on 
business and had chanced to be near the place 

where the Lord talked to the people or healed 
their diseases. Perhaps that businessman later saw 
near the city of Tyre a Jew whom he recognised 
as one of Christ"s followers. He would have been 
surprised, but he would quickly reason that the 
Teacher of Galilee was somewhere close by. Per
haps he followed the disciple at a distance and 
saw him enter the house Jesus had rented, to 
emerge again in the company of the Lord. Such 
news, of course, was too juicy a piece of gossip 
to be kept to oneself. Soon many others knew 
that Jesus had come to Tyre. 

Eventually the woman heard that He was there. 
Many anxious months she had spent worrying 
about her distressed daughter. No physician 
could cure her illness for it was not a physical 
malady. The girl's mind and behaviour were 
affected. Reluctantly the woman had reached the 
only conclusion: her beloved little daughter was 
possessed by a demon. How many times she 
had helplessly watched with a torn heart as the 
child threw herself about in savage fits. Now, at 
last, she had hope. Not long ago she had met a 
Jew who had been cured of a similar trouble by 
the Master. She had wondered then how she 
could take her child to Him. Now He was here, 
in her own town! Immediately she ran to the 
house where He was staying and begged Him to 
heal her daughter. Jesus did not answer, not even 
one word. Again and again she pleaded with Him. 
Still He remained silent. Was it that she lacked 
faith in the Lord? No, her entreaty manifestly 
was one of earnest faith. Jesus had quickly 
responded to other such pleadings in Galilee. 
Was it that she did not pay Him sufficient honour? 
No, she fell at His feet in humble reverence. Was 
He too weary to care? Had He become too 
exhausted to show compassion? No, the problem 
lay in the status of the woman. 

By religion she was a pagan, not a Jew. 
Probably she worshipped many gods, hoping to 
draw forth reluctant blessing in all the areas of 
her life. She could not with the Israelite say, 
'Jehovah our God, Jehovah is One.' By race she 
was Syrophoenician; Matthew uses the older 
term, Canaanite. 'I have come to serve the 
chosen people of God', said the Lord Jesus. 'Let 
the children first be satisfied before any pagan. 

It is not good to take the children's bread and 
throw it to the dogs.' 

What a mandate for bigotry! Jesus Christ 

Himself drawing His tight little circle to exclude 
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an outsider. Another piece of wood for the fire 
of white antagonism against the coloured people 
beyond the pale. This is a far better Scripture to 
use than Genesis 9. 25. This one can be taken at 

face value. We do not have to engage in mental 
gymnastics in order to interpret it to suit our 
prejudices. 

On closer study, however, the Lord's words 
are anything but a mandate for bigotry. Jn the 
ancient Middle Eastern lands (even today, J 
understand) dogs were half-wild animals roaming 
the streets scavenging for their food. To call a 
foreigner a dog was to use a word of contemp
tuous comparison with such animals. But the 
word the Lord used did not refer to those mangy 
beasts. His word denoted dogs that were kept as 
pets, those beloved animals that almost become 
members of the family. For our purposes we 
may translate it as 'puppy dogs'. The Lord, then, 
seems to be saying what might be expected of any 
Jew of the time. In reality He softened it and 
gave the woman something to hold on to. He 
said, 'It is not good to take the children's food 
and throw it (not to the savage dogs of the street 
but) to the puppy dogs.' 

There was a matter of priorities here. God had 
revealed His way to His chosen people, the 
Hebrews. They were as stubborn and sinning a 
people as any other, but God had chosen them 
to be vehicles through whom He would speak to 
the world. The Syrophoenician woman was not 
a Jew. She was pagan. She could not draw 
near to God by means of the defiling pagan rituals 
and ways of life. She had to accept God's way 
and be willing to reject her pagan ones. By using 
the saying about children, bread, and puppy 
dogs, the Lord was pointing this out. The 
text has nothing in it to buttress ungodly 
racial and cultural prejudice. 

At the Literature Crusades' World Missions 
Congress in December, 1966, Tom Skinner, a 
Negro evangelist, had some incisive words for 
us white Christians. Among other things he 
said, ' ... the average white Christian who feels 
the call to go to the foreign field will break his 
neck, take the last shirt off his back, empty his 
bank account, to go to Africa, but he will not 
cross the street to reach the man of the same 
colour skin who is nowhere near as primitive 
and where there is no real language barrier 
to speak of.' 

At the time of my writing this paper, early in 
1968, Britain is experiencing racial unrest of dis
turbing proportions, and the U.S.A. is looking to
ward another 'long, hot summer' of rioting. Here 
in Brantford, Canada where I live, we arc near the 
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Six Nations Indian Reserve. Now and then two or 

three of the young Indians get drunk, steal an aut

omobile, and then burn it when they are finished 

using it. Also, any day of the week we can drive 

through the Reserve and take note of the lazy 

individuals in that community who live only by 

virtue of social welfare. Then we may generalize 

that all Indians are lazy; all Indians have wanton 

disregard for others' property. 

Have we white Christians nothing to say about 

this state of affairs except to reassert white 

superiority? Do we pull our Pharisaic robes close 

to us and forget I Corinthians 6. 9-11? Have 

we no gospel for other racial and ethnic groups 

but our own? Was Paul mistaken when he wrote 
to Ephesus that Christians are 'no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints 

and the household of God'? Why do we by our 
prejudice persist in nullifying the sorrow and love 
that flowed mingled down from the cross of 

Calvary? 
By His comments the Lord Jesus opened the 

door of blessing to the woman, only a crack. 

Not reluctantly, but with love and compassion. 
Strangely, the woman accepted the comments: 
'Yes, Lord, you are right, but even the puppy 
dogs under the table feed on the crumbs the 
children drop on the floor.' 

A lesser person might have stood on her 
Canaanite ancestry. 'We were in this land long 
before you Hebrews. You are the interlopers. We 
had walled cities while you were still roaming 
the hills and valleys as nomads. We had a 
civilisation while you were still slaves in Egypt. 

Don't speak to me of Jewish superiority.' 
She might have said that, but she did not. She 

bowed at the Lord's feet. Paul Little, in his book 
How to Gfre Away Your Faith says that people 
often ask, 'If Christianity is true, why do the 
majority of intelligent people not believe it?' 
His answer is, 'Precisely the same as the reason the 
majority of unintelligent people don't believe it. 
They don't want to because they're unwiUing to 
accept the moral demands it would make upon 
their lives.' We Christians, also, may be unwilling 
to accept those demands wholeheartedly. We 
refuse to bow down all the way. We prefer to 
act in the light of some vestigial quality or 
attitude from our old natural state. That is the 
reason for our ungodly racial prejudice and much 
else that stunts our spiritual growth. 

The woman not only bowed at the Lord's feet, 
she also took her rightful place on the outside. 
There was no other way to secure the healing of 
Jesus that day. She was not of the covenant 

people. God had promised her nothing. Some-
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times we Christians are subtly tempted to think 

that because we are the Lord's, we have a claim 

upon His blessings. None of His blessings are 

ours by right. They are all of grace. Not only the 

coloured races and other ethnic groups of the 

world are on the outside, but we whites as well. 

The wonder of God's mercy is that for all of us 

Jesus became an outsider. 

The woman returned to her home and found 

her daughter well. A new life of wholeness had 

begun for them. To the Christian the Lord has 

promised the abundant life. We have His word 

on it. Yet we often refuse to take the humble 
place before Him so that we may feel His health
giving power in our relationships with all men. 
How tragic! 

MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR (3) 

Jephthah 

By A. E. Long 

If at the outset Gideon seemed a most unlikely 
•mighty man of valour', from the beginning 
Jephthah had all the marks of being one. Like 
Gideon, the writer of the Hebrews Epistle ranks 
Jephthah as a man of faith (eh. 11. 32), but 
unlike Gideon, there were no hesitations in his 
faith, no insistence upon signs from God to 
support it before he could be moved to take 
action, no fear in doing so; nor was there any of 

the humility which marked the earlier judge, but 
rather the reverse. There was no vision of God 
to him, no direct call from God to deliver Israel, 
as was the case with Gideon. Nonetheless, despite 
the absence of these features which marked 
Gideon and his call, there is no doubt that God 
raised up Jephthah for the like task (cf. Jud. 2. 

16, 18). Such widely different instruments does 

God employ. 
H.is name means 'an opposer'. Perhaps there 

was a recusant trait in his character, developed 
as a reaction to the oppos.ition he suffered from 

his half-brothers and the Gileadite elders. If it 

were so, it were an understandable reaction. on 
the human level, but a regrettable one, on the 
level of faith. Like Naaman the Syrian, another 
'mighty man in valour', but who 'was a leper' 

(2 Ki. 5. 1), Jephthah's valour was linked with a 

singular misfortune and disadvantage, although, 
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unlike Nnaman, whose leprosy was contracted 

durins life, Jcphthah·s mlRrortune began at birth, 
,Ince 'he was the son of on harlot' (Jud. 11. I). 
There could scarcely have been greater disad
v-.tntage, for it prejudiced him in the estimation of 
other members of his family, born in wedlock, 
and that of others who knew of the circumstances 
of his birth, just as an illegitimate child is viewed 
with disfavour even today, although with as 
scant reason, since it is the innocent sufferer 
from the sin of others. 

Life in his father's house must have become 
increasingly difficult for Jephthah from the time 
that his half-brothers became aware or his 
illegitimacy. In their prejudiced view he was not 
really one of the family, despite his having the 
same father as they. because he was 'the son of a 
strange (another) woman• (v. 2). lt is conceivable 
that their mother disaffected their minds against 
the 'alien' child and there is no evidence that 
Gilead their common father did anything to 
mitigate the tense situation. Eventually, the 
f eclings of his half-brothers became exacerbated 
to a point when 'they thrust out Jephthah' from 
their home and excluded him from inheritance 
in his father's estate. There could scarcely have 
been a more inauspicious start to a life which was 
destined, in the providence of God, to be turned 
to such good account. ln ways beyond our 
understanding God is able to defeat the conse-
quences of others' sins in the lives of those 
grievously affected by them. 

Jephthah had no choice but to leave his father's 
house and to escape from his brethren. He went 
and dwelt in the land of Tob (ch. J I. 3), a district 
of Syria North-East of Gilead. There, in the 
district of his exile, 'were gathered vain (i.e. 
worthless) men to Jephthah', who 'went out with 
him', doubtless on predatory forays. To such a 
pass had rejection by his family and enforced 
exile reduced him! But the man rejected by his 
brethren and become the leader of an outlaw 
band had been neither rejected nor outlawed by 
God, for the circumstances of the time in Gilead 
were destined to give Jephthah the place which 
God intended he should occupy in its affairs. 

At that time, the inhabitants of Gilead, on the 
East side of Jordan, were vexed and oppressed 
by the Ammonites and had been for cjghtcen 
years (ch. 10. 8). When the Ammonites 'gathered 
together, and encamped in Gilead' alarm seized 
the Gileadites, who looked around for a captain 
to lead them in battle against their enemies 
{v. 18). Jn their crisis, the ciders of Gilead 
bethought themselves of Jephthah in the land of 
Tob. Doubtles!, tidings of the prowess of the 
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outlaw and his followers had reached them. 
Under stress of circumstances, they were disposed 
to swallow their pride and in chastened mood 
went to fetch Jephthah and to invite him to be 
their captain in the fight against the Ammonites 
(vv. 4-6). Their volte-face must have been a 
salve to Jephthah's wounded self-esteem, indeed 
he could not resist a barbed thrust at them - 'Did 
not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's 
house? and why are ye come unto me now when 
ye are in distress?' (v. 7). He might, with good 
reason, have washed his hands of them and sent 
them back to Gilead with this stinging rejoinder. 
But the elders were prepared to 'eat humble pie' 
in order to secure their man, for one who would 
not truckle to them would be unlikely to truckle 
to the enemy. They were prepared to make 
Jephthah 'head and captain' over all the inhabi
tants of Gilead, were he, for his part, disposed 
to overlook their former treatment of him and 
go with them. Upon their solemn undertaking to 
make him their head, Jephthah consented to 
accompany them. 

Before Jephthah sought to engage the invading 
Ammonites in battle, he showed himself to be a 
diplomatist before he would show himself as a 
protagonist, because he first endeavoured to 
dissuade the king of Ammon from hostile action, 
by citing the facts of history as they affected the 
two peoples - 'What hast thou to do with me, 
that thou art come against me to fight in my 
land?' (v. J 2). Jephthah had no doubt that the 
facts of history entitled him to refer to Gilead as 
'my land'. Whatever doubts the king of Ammon 
may secretly have entertained, he equally regarded 
Gilead as 'my land' (v. 13) and sought to justify 
his warlike action by accusing the Israelites, upon 
their departure from Egypt, of having forcibly 
taken away ms land, and demanded that those 
lands be restored to him (v. 13). 

Jephthah replied that when Israel were Canaan
bound from Egypt, they had but sought passage 
through the land of the king of the Ammonites, 
knowing that it was not of God that the land 
should accrue to them (Oeut. 2. 19). Their request 
had been ref used, and upon being attacked they 
had accepted battle, in which God had given them 
the victory and dispossessed the enemy, the lands 
of which Israel possessed. Jephthah contended 
that if the Amorites had lost their land to Israel, 
it was because or their refusal to give Israel 
passage through it, even to the point of battle. 
In God's providence, despite His wish that the 
Ammonites should be left undisturbed in it, 
since He had given it to the children of Lot, their 

continued on page 102 
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cYJtfainly for women 

By Mary Batchelor 

I remember, during the last war, seeing someone 
wearing a badge, on which were the words: 'It 
all depends on me'. Perhaps it sounds a bit big
headed to us now, yet, in fact, the winning of the 
war really did depend on every man and woman 
taking his or her responsibilities seriously and 
being utterly conscientious and reliable. Everyone 
counted, and those who didn't pull their weight 
actually hindered the war effort of the whole 
nation. The situation is very much the same for 
Christians today. 'Like a mighty anny moves the 
Church of God', we sing, and, in fact, we are 
involved in a spiritual war in which not one of 
us can afford to be careless or lazy. It all depends 
on me. 

First, I count in my local church - yes, the 
well-being of the church depends on me, a 
woman. Many of us may have drifted into believ
ing that because, as women, we take no audible 
part in most meetings of the church, our spiritual 
health is of no importance to others. Surely we 
are very much mistaken. If I am cold, critical, 
unforgiving to a fellow-Christian, the whole 
church will suffer. If, at the Lord's Supper, my 
grasshopper mind is on the Sunday dinner or a 
new spring outfit, the worship of the whole 
church will be the poorer. It all depends on me 
whether a true spirit of praise, of prayer or of 
reverence prevails. 

What I am, spiritually, matters to the church, 
but what I do matters too. Perhaps, in the rush 
and superficiality of present-day living, we have 
just never stopped long enough to find out what 
it is that God wants us, individually, to do for 
Him. We are not called in the mass, in a hap
hazard sort of way, to do any one of a number 
of available jobs - teach in the Sunday School, 
run women's meetings or entertain in our homes. 
In giving gifts to His Church, Christ equips 
individual members for the particular work they 
are called by Him to do. 

It is possible to kid ourselves that we are being 

96 

It all depends . . . 

humble when we say we can't do the jobs that 
involve taking a bit of a plunge in some way or 
other. If we're honest, we know we refuse because 
we're afraid of looking silly or making a mess of 
things in front of others. It does take courage 
and effort to visit people in their homes or in 
hospital, to pray, speak or sing in public, or to 
organize a work behind the scenes. This is 
specially so for those of us who have spent many 
years at the kitchen sink, out of the public eye. 
Other jobs to which God calls us may be less 
eye-catching but just as costly in time, effort and 
even money. For housewives who feel that their 
gifts are strictly limited to cooking and washing
up, there are many openings in God's service. 
In one sense, the particular job I do matters very 
little, since all are necessary, but doing the part
icular job God has for me matters above every
thing else. I believe that if instead of drifting into 
God's service we humbly and honestly ask Him 
what He wants us to do, He will always show us. 

When we really take in the fact that God has 
called us, personally, to do a specific job for Him, 
we begin to take our responsibilities seriously. ln 
a real sense it all depends on me. This is neither 
conceit nor self-importance, but a humble 
acceptance of my role as one of God's servants 
in His scheme of things. 

Not only does it all depend on me in my church, 
but also in the world around. No other living 

person has quite my circumstances. God has set 

me in a particular district, perhaps in the context 
of a family, and among a particular group of 
colleagues and neighbours. Much of what they 
learn about Christ will be gleaned from me, His 
follower. They will learn most not from what 1 
say, but from the quality of my relationship 
with them. Am I sympathetic and understanding, 
ready to listen and learn from them as well as to 
talk and offer help? They will learn, too, from 

watching me work out my faith in terms of the 
circumstances and events of life. Small disappoint-
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ment· r big sorrows - ore they transfonned by 

t h • 1 resence und love of God in my heart? 

n the re erse of those wartime badges was 
the coroll 1ry of the first statement, in these 

word - • nd l depend on God'. It is a good thing 

to c me to the end of ourselves, to realize that 

the job in hand i too big for us. Too often we 
nrc una\: urc of our re ponsibilities or else we 

pcnd our time tackling jobs we consider well 
within our range, getting along, so we think, very 

Mary-

missionary to Biaf ra 

By Doris Taylor 

With Biafra in the news it is interesting to recall 
that it was a woman of faith, the indomitable 
Mary Sle sor, who played a prominent part in 
taking Christ to Calabar in those far-off days 
when Africa was a land of the dark unknown. 
As a small child, Mary was timid and nervous 
but in later years, by the grace of God, she faced 
savage African warriors, alone and unafraid. The 
scared, wee lassie of Aberdeen became known as 
the 'White Queen of Okoyong'. 

Mary Mitchell Slessor was born in 1848 and 
spent her early childhood in Aberdeen. Her 
drunken father made Mary·s childhood bard and 
unhappy, but her praying mother was a tower 
of strength to the nervous girl. 

One night Mary's father came home drunk and 

violent. He raised his arm to strike bis wife. 
'Stop!' cried Mary, as she rushed to protect her 
mother, and received the heavy blows on her 

own face and head. With a stream of angry abuse, 
Mary was thrown on to the dark street. Cold, 
hungry and trembling, ten-year-old Mary prayed, 
'Oh Lord! Please make me brave!' She overcame 
fear the hard way, through much tribulation, and 
lived to prove that God was her refuge in every 
bitter crisis. 

Mary's mother attended kirk regularly and 
often told her seven children stories about the 

Christfan Mission at Calabar and the need for 
more missionaries to win the Africans for Christ. 

11 was Mrs. Slessor's dearest wish that her eldest 
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nicely. We are unaware of our great need or of 

our great spiritual poverty. We must open our 

eyes to see how much the Church and the world 

depend on us, but, much more, we must have our 

eyes opened to see our complete dependence on 

Christ. Ooly He can make our lives and our 

service for Him of lasting and spiritual value. 

'Jn conclusion', says Paul, 'be strong - not in 

yourselves but in the Lord, in the power of His 

boundless resource'. 

Mary Slcssor 

child, Robert, would be a missionary in Africa, 
but Robert died young. Then Mrs. Slessor prayed 
that her only other son, John, might go to the 
foreign field, but he was too delicate. It never 
occurred to Mrs. Slessor that Mary would be a 
missionary. 

lo 1856 the family moved from Aberdeen to 
Dundee. At eleven years of age Mary worked at a 
mill half-time, and at fourteen, she was an expert 
weaver and soon became the mainstay of her 
home, working from 6 a.m. till 6 p.m. She always 

kept her Bible beside her loom and glanced at 

it in spare moments. 
The slums of Dundee were just right for 

missionary training, and Mary conquered many 
white hoodlums in Dundee, long before she 
tackled their black counterparts in Calabar. As a 

97 



member of the Wishart Church in the slums of 

Dundee, Mary held Bible Classes in an empty 

shop, for boys and girls from the crowded 

tenements. If they didn't come to the shop, she 

went out to them and held open-air meetings. 

She defied gang leaders and terrorists, never 

flinching when they swung heavy missiles around 

her head. She won their admiration and finally, 
their hearts for Christ. 

A period of training at the Normal School in 
Edinburgh helped prepare Mary for the mission 
field, and in August, 1876, she sailed from 
Liverpool for Calabar. After learning the lang

uage, she was sent to work in Old Town where 

the entrance to the town was marked by a human 
skull stuck on a pole. Mary looked and shivered. 

But this was how they did things in Africa and, 
after all, human skulls were common in Calabar. 

Being the only white person in Old Town did 
not embarrass Mary. When they stared, she smiled 

back and when they touched her white skin, she 
patted their black hands. Far from being remote, 
Mary communicated with warm affection, living 
simply as the Africans lived and eating frugally 
as they ate, in order to send her small salary home 
to her mother and sister Janie, way back in 
Dundee. 

Unwanted and abandoned children crowded 
into Mary's house in Old Town. She welcomed 
them all and started a school for them. The 
king's chief man sat with the children for he, 
too, was anxious to learn. Afternoons were spent 
mixing medicines for the sick, and bandaging 

their wounds. As Mary bandaged, she told her 
patients of the One Who could heal their sick 
souls and urged them to accept Christ as Saviour. 

On Sundays she held Gospel Services morning 
and evening, sometimes in the chief's yard, and 
as she told the story of the crucifixion of Jesus, 

many a tear rolled down a black cheek. 

One day a messenger raced to Mary's house. 

'Run, Ma, run!' he panted and indicated a hut. 
Mary ran swiftly and was just in time to rescue 

newly-born twins from certain death. 'Why do 
you kill them?' she demanded of the old woman. 

'Because the father of one of the babies is an 

evil spirit', replied the frightened woman. Mary 

took the twins to her own house and added them 

to her family of waifs and strays. 

After a much needed furlough in Scotland, 

Mary returned to Calabar and in 1888, at forty 

years of age, she went up-country to work amongst 

the fierce Okoyong tribe, knowing they might kill 

her. The tribe practised magic arts and when a chief 

died, eight men and eight women slaves were 

killed and buried with him to accompany him 
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to the next world. The tribe also practised the 

ordeal by poison and by boiling oil. 
When chief Edem 's eldest son, Etim, sutfored 

a fatal accident, Mary trembled. The witch 

doctor blamed a certain village for Etim's death. 

The village was raided and a dozen men and 

women brought back as prisoners and chained to 
posts in the village yard. When the poison 

ordeal was to take place to discover who was 
responsible for Etim's death, Mary stood by the 

cup of deadly liquid from the poison bean. She 
faced the chief and his brother and said fearlessly, 

'No prisoner must drink this liquid. There must 

be no sacrifice of life.' She prayed and parleyed, 

and at great risk of life, barred the entrance to 

the yard with her own body. Finally, after days 

and nights of prayer, and of swift action in 
protecting the prisoners, Mary won, and all the 
prisoners were saved. Later, chief Edem kneeled 
at Mary's feet and confessed, 'We are all weary 
of Egbo witchcraft, but none of us has power to 
break off the old customs.• 

After many years in Calabar, Mary was made 
a magistrate in the local court. Her wide experi
ence of tribal life and language, and her fearless 

Christian testimony, commanded the respect of 

Government officials, traders and the common 

people. It is said that Mary Slessor was the first 

woman in the British Empire to be made a 
magistrate. 

Mary's constant labours in the gospel, in a 

trying climate, plus the care of a large family of 
abandoned children, took toll of her delicate 
health, and on the 13th January, 1915, with her 

Bible by her side, she passed to her eternal 
reward. 

A large black family in the country where 
Mary laboured, now known as Biaf ra, mourned 
a dearly-loved mother. And so did people the 

world over, for Mary's fame had spread to 
many lands. 

Who wilfully rejecteth care 

Must reap the fruits of dark despair 

Who rougl,/y spurns a kindly deed 

Shall cause a loving heart to bleed 

Where voices rise in argumem 

Are spilled the seeds of discolllelll 

Who silent worship dares to mar 

A greater Jolly ll'orks by far. 

Tho Witness 



CHRJ T THE 1 EACIIF.R (3) 

Sparrow Hawk on nest 

By Laurence E. Porter 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

In the familiar children's hymn we are introduced 

to the third sphere from which the Lord Jesus 
drew the material of which He made use in His 

teaching, the 'whole realm of nature', as Isaac 

Walls called it. In the sublime first chapter of 

Genesis we have described for u in majestic 

outline the successive St.ages of the bringing into 
being of this world of nature by the creative word 

of God himself. Amidst the story of the birth of 

our globe and its setting in its place in the cosmic 
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The world of nature 

scheme, we read also of the creation of vegeta
tion 'plants yielding seed and fruit-trees bearing 

fruit wherein is their eed' on the third day; of 
'waters bringing forth swarms of living creatures' 

and of 'birds that fly above the earth across the 
firmament of the heavens' on the fifth day; and 
finally 'living creatures according to their kind, 

cattle, creeping things and the beasts of the earth' 

on the sixth day, that last day, the great day when 

man was created and given dominion over them 

all. So the members of the natural order were 

created 'according to their kind', in their different 

categoric , and each of the e categories i repre

sented in the teaching of our Lord. 

The vegetable kingdom ha it special place, 
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t1, ,,,,,�h\ll" n•1" 11, \tuh,u, 111l·11tl 1llr11 ,c,·vc n, 
llh1�\1,,,11,,,, ,,t· "''" 1111111 11111h, "I'll" wt>11llc1· Pr the 
-�,, h1up 111,1,1�,, 111 th� c,trtl\ until 11t Ion� lt1"l 
n put, 11u1 It" n"' 111,1e11 11IHlt1l, which ht turn 
,t�,�,l'I'' h\t,1 the I\IUill ll\111rl1111 lcav� null lluwcrs, 
"'"" <Uhl "-�,. I, t1 m, 11ul'lto 111,lmc or l 1111. 'l'ho 
lntt l'\,,r,�'-"' c )ll\'cf Uukk, II\ hi, llttlo book un 
l'tw h'ttlnm t1/' ( 'h1·lst'., 11111\thlo ( I VJ I : !!CO l)ll, 
; l :in, l\tl), c,11-cl\1I ottc11tl,1n lll uur l unJ's 
h't\\'hll\ll \'Ot\\�t•11h\� th,1 l'to"-'C!t!! ul' /,ll'ull't/1 In the 
1\ntm� r\$111,lllt'tl, tul\l ,unkrllnc, 1\nu· hupurltmt 
p,\h\t,. l lt1't, 1\1\tllntl �rowth lu��, tl1110, unll 
mu,\ t� "nlh:J l\1r; ll l!l\11111,1 he ruti1hcd nlon�. 
S,,,,l\,Uv, ll'''" th ,1c,,,•11ll8 <'I\ the 11lnnt's cnvlron-
11\tt1t; ith·\'I\ t\ ll'''''J c1wh,111111c11t, lho 1,111111 is 
,�lr-1,1'1,lodntt, Then the 1\111111'11 �rnwth I!' nntuml, 
11,\l "'-'If \.'tinitd,,u� 11ur lldlbcrntc: tho plunt cun 
\l,, n1.1thll1� ,)t' 11:oidl' to l'Urlhc1· lt!I own �ruwth. 
t 11,n\l�\ 'the rc�lllt!! ol' ntllurnl t_lrowth arc, from 
th� hunm,, point or view, n stan,linll murvcl. A 
�,�, lt\.v \..'\>Ill,·� out of tl th1y seed: unll the wild 
1\u\\cr hn" 1, lx.-nuty which nu nrtilkiul dccorntion 
l'.1\\\ lll'l'"\'\d,'. These nrc the words of tm nculc 
Ul\\l 1'<'1\.'illlcllt stuJcnt: "� \'an llnd nil his points 
t\Cl\\l'lllh.-J In the lh>spcls. 

Fu-st, tilt' kt\tllh of timo tn"-en by the p.rowth 
l"t°\X"C"s h; lnJkalcu in the short parnblo or the 
s«'ll �1\>Win[l sci:�tly, whkh Murk nlonc records 
\"'· ::t\ 2�). The seed Is sown. m:111 goes bock to 
his normal routine uf waking nml sh.-cping, until 
li,"1 brings the �rm to life. But it is the Fourth 
Gus1"1Cl which n.-corJs the most striking use of 
this p1'\k..'Css by our Lord ,,s un illustrntion when, 
''" the c\'c of l lis bcin{l delivered up, He said: 
•t.:�"-"'(Pt n �mln of whc:1t lillls into the ground und 
dies. it remains ulonc, but if it dk-s it bears much 
fmit' (Jn. 12. :!4). The former sows the seed in 
1hc dMk ca.rth :md lc:n-cs it there :is n corpse is 
let) intern-d in &he ground. Then months later the 
miniclc hap1,ens, the new life appears, new life 
whicl, (."OUld not hnvc been born npart from the 
previous interment. Our henrts delight to dwelt 
on the spiritunl lesson nnd its connection with 
..ilorit)·i� of the Son of man in the previous 
verse: but we should not overlook the significant 
fact ttlso that to communicate the truth He would 
teach, our Lord used n natural phenomenon so 
familiar to His hearers. 

Dr. Quick's s«-ond point is the relntion 
b(twccn irowth nod environment, and in one of 
His most memorable parables. Jesus shows how 
even the good seed sown by the great Sower 
Himself depends for its fruition on whether it 
falls among rocks or thistles, or in shallow soil 
or in ll:OQd ground (I\H. 13. I -9). Thirdly, the seed 
itself is inert and passive, no effort of its own can 

nld I 1, development. Some commentators tell us 
thnt the stnrtllng growth of rho mustard seed 
(Mt. 13. 31--32) Is n rnlrncle, others that it is a 
monstrosity, Uut, whutever our views on the 
mutter of lntcrpretution, it Is very clear that the 
11ccd's conscious effort counts for no more than 
tho nxc or the suw of lsaiah 10. IS. And finally, 
thl11 seed which cun give no assistance in the 
mllltcr of Its own growth flourishes into a magni
Occm:o fur surpassing the most splendid of the 
works of man's hands. 'Consider the lilies of the 
llckl, how they grow, they neither toil nor spin; 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not nrmycd like one of these' (Mt. 6. 29-30). 

Not only do we find in the sayings and the 
parables expositions like this of the basic princi
ples or the workings of nature; we are aware also 
thul the whole range of the vegetable kingdom 
is lnid under tribute for illustrative material. The 
most worthless and least considered of plants 
arc there. The enemy tries to ruin the crop by 
sowing tares, weeds (Mt. 13. 25-30, sec RSV), 
among the wheat; the particular weed was no 
doubt the bearded dame! which in the earlier 
stages of its growth is scarcely distinguishable 
from the wheat. Mint and dill and cummin are 
the commonplace little herbs growing in the 
Pharisees' back gardens (Mt. 23. 23), valued only 
in coppers and yet so meticulously tithed by 
those whose consciences are not so sensitive when 
it comes to giving tithes of really valuable crops. 
Thoms and thistles there are also (Mt. 7. 16), 
unlikely bearers, says our Lord, of grapes and 
thistles. Where thorns abound, wheat can get no 
hold (Mt. 13. 7), for had God not warned Adam 
when he had sinned: 'Cursed is the ground 
because of you . . . Thoms and thistles it shall 
bring forth to you' (Gen. 3, 17-18)? Yet God is 
good, and despite the curse there still springs 
from the soil blossoms of rare fragrance and 
beauty. 

Various attempts have been made to identify 
the 'lilies of the field' whose apparel outshines 
in glory even that of the great Solomon. Angus' 
Bible Handbook says that it is the scarlet martagon 
lily, ·a stately turbnn-like flower. It flowers in 
April or May, when the sermon on the mount 
was probably delivered, and is indigenous 
throughout Galilee'; but the more modem view 
(New Bible Dictionary, Tyndale �) is that 
'lilies' here refers to whole families of tlov-'Cr'S, 
including the lily, anemone. iris, narcissus. 
hyacinth and cyclamen. AU these grow in 
Galilee, and, more imponant still. 'the Lord 
God made them aU'. 

last, there arc the trees.. ln the Old Testament, 
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three trees stand out almost as national emblems 

of God's people - the fig, vine and olive. Of the 

last, Jesus has little to say directly in the recorded 

parables, though He speaks of the oil that is its 

product; it is the necessary fuel for the brides

maids' lamps (Mt. 25. 3) and the soothing 

unguent applied by the Samaritan to the travel
ler's wounds (Lk. 10. 34). And we are told 

specifically that during the final week before the 
crucifixion it was on the hillside among the 

olive-trees that He sought repose each evenfog 
after His long days in the Temple. The fig-tree 

and the vine, on the other hand, figure frequently 
in His teaching. At its very outset, says John, 
He drew attention to the fact that Nathanael 
was sitting under his own fig-tree (Jn. l .  50), the 
place of security and blessing where Micah had 
promised the true Israelite should sit, •under his 
vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make 
him afraid' (4. 4). The fig-tree is the subject of 
the parable of the vineyard-owner and his 
gardener in Lk. 13. 6-9, of the acted parable of 
the doomed tree in Mk. 11. 12-14, 20-22, and 
of an illustration in the Olivet apocalyptic 
discourse (Mt. 24. 32 ff.). 

The vine and the vineyard also many a time 
furnished an object lesson for the great Teacher. 
There are the vineyard parables of Mt. 20. 1-16 
and Mk. 12. 1-12, though in these the emphasis 
is rather on labour relations than on the actual 
vines. In Jn. 15. 1-11, however, the plant itself 
is in the centre of the picture, with its need of 
pruning and grafting, and a study of the problem 
of fruit-bearing. Other trees are mentioned as 
well; the sycomore (Lk. 19. 4) and the sycamine 
(Lk. 17. 6) are quite different from each other, 
as they both are from our English sycamore, the 
species of maple so familiar in our own land. 
The sycomore in which Zacchaeus climbed for a 
better view of what was going on was probably 
some kind of fig-tree; the sycamine is our 
mulberry. And the 'husks' that the prodigal son 
would have liked to share with his porcine charges 

were the beans of the carob tree. Some of us can 
remember schooldays when we bought these 
beans, 'locusts' they were called, in the shops at 
a half penny a time as an occasional change from 
sweets! 

After the vegetable kingdom, the animal. Here 

we notice from the outset a factor which distin
guishes the teachings of our Lord from those of 

some earlier teachers who used the beasts and 
birds to 'point a moral or adorn a tale'. He does 

not use fables. Aesop and others took the lion 

and the wolf, the stork and the eagle, and put 

them in human situations, and endowed them 
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with human powers of intellectual reasoning and 

verbal communication. They are mere lay-figures 
to demonstrate the virtues and vices, the follies 

and foibles of human beings. Vivid and lifelike 
they may be, but they are not real creatures, for 
ants do not read sermons to grasshoppers on the 
benefits of thrift, nor do foxes and storks issue 
luncheon invitations! 

When Jesus uses bird or beast, insect or 

reptile, as an illustration, He speaks of them as 
they are, in real situations where they may be 
found. Insects like the gnat do sometimes find 

their way into the soup tureen (Mt. 23. 24); 
worms did crawl about in the putrefying refuse 

of the valley of the sons of Hinnom as it smoul
dered endlessly (Mk. 9. 48, etc.); moths do act 
as agents of destruction (Mt. 6. 19 f.). Only first
hand acquaintance with the ways of the creatures 
of the Palestinian countryside could enable His 
hearers fully to savour and appreciate the saying: 
•Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves' (Mt. 10. 16). Sparrows are plentiful in the 
city and the village; so plentiful in fact that they 
can be sold for meat at a price within the means 
of the slenderest purse (Mt. 10. 29). The lion and 
the bear, so familiar in the Old Testament, do 

not appear in the Gospels, but the eagle, or 
perhaps more correctly with the RSV margin the 
vulture, scanning the field of battle for carrion 
meat, is a vivid and unforgettable illustration in 

the apocalyptic discourse: •where the body is, 
there the eagles will be gathered together' 
(Lk. 17. 37). Another scavenger is the dog, not 
in the Bible the playful puppy or 'man·s best 
friend' of English sentimentality, but the oriental 
pariah that lives on garbage; greedy for the food 
in the children's mouths (Mk. 7. 27 f.) and 
scenting carrion in the sore-covered beggar before 
he was even dead (Lk. 16. 21). 

Above all other creatures, Jesus seems to have 
delighted to speak of the lambs and the sheep. 
The sheep is a silly creature, as Isaiah confesses: 

'all we like sheep have gone astray, we have 
turned every one to his own way' (Isa. 53. 6), 

and the Lord well knew this: He had compassion 

on them because they were like sheep without a 

shepherd (Mk. 6. 34). Those to whom He had 

come were the 'lost sheep' of the house of Israel 

(Mt. 15. 24); even the special envoys He sent out 

to preach were as lambs among wolves (Lk. 
JO. 31). Communing with His own, He expanded 

on the subject of His shepherd relationship to 

them (Jn. 10. 1-18); the instant recognition of 

the shepherd's voice by the sheep, and His care 

for their every necessity, even if it should be at 
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the expense of His O\\ n lifo 'the go,,d Shc1)h('lll 
lays dOMl I lis life for the sh�1,• tJn, tl). I I), If 
one sheep strays from the fold, the Shcpher,I sets 
off ht'C<llcss of the dangers of the '"•'Y till the lu�l 
one is found ( Lk. 15. 3 7). When I k Is ubout to 
leave I lis own upon the earth. I le conuuits them 
to the care of Peter: 'feed My sheet' ... feed My 
lambs' (Jn. 21. 15 ff.): and when lie prcsillcs at 
the last great assilc I lis �arc 1s to scpnratc the 
sheep from the goats (Mt. 25. 32). I low titting 
this prominence of sheep nnd lumhs In the 
teaching of Him who was I liml-elf saluted on 
Jordan's banks by the llarti�t ns 'the Lamb of 
God, who takes nway the sin of the world' 
(Jn. I. 29). 

Finally, as well as flora and fauna there is the 
miner.ti kingdom. Space will not permit n close 
study, but we c.1n nil recall foundations of sand 
and of stone, differing kinds of soil, n pearl of 
great price, silver. sold and brass used for money, 
and other references to metals and minerals. To 
follow up the theme might prove n worth-while 
Dible study. 

'The Lord made heaven, earth and sen. and 
nil that is in them' (Exod. 20. 11). This summary 
of God"s creative activity, it is interesting to note, 
comes from the Ten Commandments. When our 
Lord took the creation of God for tho suhject and 
illustration of His teaching, I le still spoke with 
the authoritative voice that spoke from Sinai and 
today speaks yet to our hearts, commanding 
attention, assent and obedience. 

JEPHTIIAH co11ti1111ed from page 95

refusal had decided their fate and that of their 
land. God, not Israel, had dispossessed them. If 
they had nny quarrel, it was with God, not with 
Israel (vv. 23, 24). That the king of Ammon 
should now seek to redress the situation by 
force, when for three hundred years possession 
by the Israelites had not been disputed, was but 
an attempt to set aside the verdict of history, of 
which the Lord was judge between the disputants 
(v. 27). 

Nonetheless, tho king of Ammon 'hearkened not 
unto tho words of Jephthah' (v. 28), whereupon 
'the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah' nnd 
he 'passed over unto the children of Ammon to 
fight against them; and the Lord delivered them 
into his hands.• 'Thus the children of Ammon 
were subdued before the children of Israel' 
(vv. 29, 32, 33). By such tokens as his firm dealings 
with the Gileadite ciders, his refusal to comprom
ise the facts of history to placate the king of 
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1\011\\\)1\ uml hill 8llb'lcqlh.'llt \\\ Cl'\\ h�ltl\illij Vkh)l'\1 

,,W!r th('ll\ In II h11tllc 11ot ,,1' hi, "'h,11,,mtt, \\t i� 
Jephthnh pl11h1I)' 11lhmn ht hen '111l�ht 11rn,, {,r 
,,,lour', 

1:urthcr l)l'\l\)f <'I' thl'i 1\(\l\l':lt'C,I In hl'i lh 1\1 
treatment of the <llsput111i, 111111 I phrohn,t<'", alkl' 
lh¢ hattlc u�1ll11st Am111011, thl' w11rll�c- 1icu1,1<' 

whose forbcal'it hnd Jlsputcll \\ Ith < il,k,,11 tll\\l 
wilh whom he h,1d lll'l<.'d with COll'llln lnullc 
forbc:\l'llrlCC 1111d nst11tc11c-.s, when thl'\ hnd 
sou�ht u lJUlln t'I with him, In ,c1·y ,hnilnr 
drcumstnnces (ch. l:l. I 3 ). k1,htl111h \\11'1 "''' 
11l:UlllCll h)• their thrcnl 10 'hurn thine hou-.c II( ,1n 
thee with tlrc' (ch. 12. I), for hi-1 :tll<'1tc,I fo,lurlol 
tn seek thdr help 111 the cause of lsruC'I, Such "''" 
not the case, ns JephllHth mnintnh,ell that In hi, 
'I.treat strife with the children of Ammon·, the 
E('hrulmitcs haJ not rcs1,011deJ 10 hi-. i1tmunons 
for help to deliver him out Clf tho hands ,,f the 
children of Amm,,n (v. 2). Why, then, h:td they 
come U[lainsl hhn 10 t\ghl 'l Jephthah 11�'-'Cl'ICd 
thdr contumacious chalkn�c nn<l uJmlnistcrc,I 
a crushing '-lcfcat upon them (vv. 4 •<1), Firm 
words were backeJ by cqu11lly flrm JccJs. 

He lived to judge Israel for six yc:irs 011d he 
was buried in one of the cities of Oilcad. t\·om 
which land he had earlier been so lgnomlnh.111s!y 
cast out as 'the son of u stran� womnn', So can 
God redress injustices meted out to the vktlms 
of others' sins. 

Adoration 

'And the Word was maJe llcsh, 1m,l ,!welt 
amo11g us ... full of grncc anJ truth' ... 

'And they worshipp"-d llim'. 

Grare lnramcllt', glorifi,·cl e111,I r«-i.)lnil{f!.' 
Jesus, we l,e1i/ Tlu•c:, So11 of <,',><I ,,rt Thou, 

Pl,•adi11g /11 mc·rc·y for Tio• Clmrd, 1·t111rai11i1{f! 
Here' i11 tl,is world, loll' at 77,y /C'<'I we bt,w.

Truth vf G1><I, ay<' full to 01·,•rjlowi,ig, 
t',111ri11g forth goV<lm•ss 111110 011e anti er/I. 

Lig/rt Ji,r om· clarkm·ss, Lifr for dMtlr btstowi,�i:. 
Jesus t/r,• Sczviour, at 71,y /c•c•t ll't' /t1ll. 

E. C. 81, ru. 
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By Gordon Holdcroft 

We read, 'the Word was God .. . and the Word 
became flesh.' Let us then fix it in our minds as a 

literal fact, and a basic principle, that the Lord 

Jesus Christ is God the Son, the Second Person 
of the Trinity, co-existent and co-equal with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit - in the full and 
absolute sense, God. He was manifested, not in 
sinful flesh but in 'the likeness of sinful flesh'; 
truly man, yet not an ordinary man. Rather is He 
the Unique Man, one with us. As one of the 
early Fathers said, 'Marvel not if the whole 
world has been redeemed, for He Who has died 
for us is no mere man, but the only begotten Son 
of God.' 

The purpose of the Incarnation, was to bring 
into the world God the Son in a true human 
nature. Canon Liddon speaks of Him, in his 
book The Divinity of our Lord, as 'the Eternal 
Word Who has wrapped around His Being a 
created nature through which, in its unmutilated 
perfection, He acts upon humankind.' He quotes 

Bishop Hooker who said, 'No person was born 
of the Virgin but the Son of God - the Son of 
God and no other crucified. The infinite worth 
of the Son of God is the very ground of all things 
believed concerning life and salvation by that 
which Christ either did or suffered on our 
behalf.' 

The present writer believes, therefore, that we 

may properly speak of the 'blood of God' (cf. 
Acts 20. 28), for while God as Deity has no blood 
to shed, God in human nature had. In the same 
sense we read of the crucifixion of 'the Lord of 
glory' (1 Cor. 2). As the Lord of glory in the 

absolute sense the Son could not be crucified, 

yet in becoming man He did not cease to be 

what He eternally was; and thus it is that the Holy 

Spirit so expresses Himself. 
What then of the relationship between the 

divine and the human natures of our Lord? Some 

have said that He had a fallen nature as have all 

descendants of Adam. This dishonouring idea 

would seem to need little refutation. The angel 

Gabriel's words to Mary were explicit that the 

birth of the Child promised to her was to be a 

miraculous one, to the end that the 'holy thing' 

to be born of her should be called the 'Son of the 

Highest'. 

Some of those who hold that our Lord was 
born with a fallen nature believe also that he 
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The sinless Saviour 

resisted all temptation, was sinless, and therefore 
could be our Saviour. But this is to show unaware

ness of the fact that Adam's descendants do not 

become sinners only when they sin. Rather, they 
sin because they are born with sinful, fallen 
natures. If our Lord had a fallen nature, He 

could not have offered Himself to God as a 

worthy sacrifice in our place. The entail of sin 
must be broken, as it was broken in His case by 
the Virgin Birth, that miracle wrought by the 
Holy Spirit. 

The truth that the substitutionary sacrifices 
must be 'without blemish', is continually reitera

ted in the instructions concerning the offerings 
prescribed by God, in Old Testament days, 
through the mediation of Moses. The apostle 
Peter pursues this thought when he speaks of 
our redemption by 'the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and 
without spot'. Without blemish, without spot -
on the one hand completely perfect in every part; 
on the other hand, absolutely sinless. Peter 
could not have said this of our Lord if He had 
had a fallen nature. 

Then there are those who hold that our Lord, 
though He had an unfallen nature as had Adam 

when created, yet say that because He was truly 
human it must have been possible for Him to 

have sinned, though they are assured that He did 
not do so and therefore is qualified to save. They 
support this by arguments based on the supposed 

necessity imposed by texts which speak of our 

Lord as being tempted. That is, they interpret 
or explain these texts along certain lines and then 
say, to fulfil the requirements of their interpreta
tion, that it must have been possible for our Lord 
to sin. This is to invert the proper order of 
thinking. If we believe that our Lord was and is 
God manifest in a true and real human nature, 
how should we reason? Taking the fact that He 

is God as our starting point, as a basic principle 

we will ask ourselves, 'Can God Sin?' and will 

reject even the thought with horror. If God then 

cannot sin, and our Lord Jesus is God, how can 

it be possible that He could be able to sin? 
Some may affirm that as God He could not 

sin, but perhaps as Man He could. This however 

is to suppose not only that our Lord has two 

natures, but also is two Persons. This is, no doubt 

quite unconsciously, a revival of an old heresy. 
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Our Lord is one Person. f uoctioning in and 
through two natures, the divine and the human. 
To help us in our thinking we must remember 
that the nature - will, intellige.nce. and emotions -
is an instrument through which the individual 
functions, and by which he is limited. The 
individuality functioning through the human 
nature of our Lord, is God Himself. While we 
sec that His hwnan nature imposed drastic 
limitations on His Being. His essential character 
was in no sense and in no way changed. So we are 
brought back to the clearly defined principle 
that Quist is God, that God cannot sin, and that 
therefore the Lord Jesus Christ could not sin. 

We may be asked, ·How then do you explain 
this text, and that text?' One thing is sure. we 
must build our theology from the foundation up. 
With the principle established that our Lord is 
God. manifested to us in one Person and two 
natures, we must relate our interpretation of 
rdC\'3.Ilt scriptures to this principle, rather than 
change or ignore the principle to suit our 
interpretation. It may be pointed out, with 
reference to passages which speak of our Lord as 
being tempted, that what to us with the pre
dispositions of our fallen natures, would be a 
temptation. would to our Lord be a testing. The 
word which in our Authorised Version is trans
lated "temptation' might also be rendered 
"try·, •rest', or ·prove'. God permitted our Lord 
to be tested to demonstrate that sin had no place 
in Him. no appeal to Him. that there was nothing 
in His nature on which sin could take hold. 
WhatC\'-er view may be taken of such passages, 
however, no interpretation can be a sound one 
which does not take cognizance of the funda
mental principle that it was God Who was 

manifested in flesh. 
In this connection Liddon, in ref erring to the 

"''<>rds 'in Him is no sin', and similar passages 
says, 'It is clear that Holy Scripture denies the 
existeoce, not merely of any sinful thinking or 
acting. but of any ultimate roots and sources of 
sin, of any propensities or inclination, however 
latent and rudimentary, towards sin, in the 
incarnate ChrisL' Robert S. Candlish speaking 
in his book T1ie First Epistle of John on the words, 
'even as He is pure' says: ·1t is the essential 
purity of His human nature, as then and now 
eternally welded into, completely under the 
control of His Divine nature, that is set before 
us.• Our Lord's human nature welded into, 
completely under the control of His divine 

nature. How could He sin? 
Coming finally to a consideration of our Lord's 

spiritual sufferings as the Sin-bearer during the 
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three hours of darkness on the cross, we might 
remember the statement made by Liddon, 
concerning this aspect of our Lord's work. He 
says, 'here indeed we touch upon the line at 
which revealed truth shades off into inaccessible 
mystery•. Or, as Edersheim, 'into this, to us 
fathomless depth of the mystery of His sufferings. 
we dare not, indeed we cannot, enter'. Again, 
Campbell Morgan says, 'Meo may gather 
reverently to the place of the passion but can 
only know of it what is revealed in the words that 
fell from His own lips. That should be accepted 
as a canon and principle of interpretation 
concerning the suff eriogs of Christ. Any attempt 
to go beyond this limit is a mistaken attempt, and 
borders upon the reabn of unholy intrusion.• He 
goes on to speak of the Seven Words from the 
cross and then says, •1 repeat emphatically that 
beyond what these words reveal of the cross, man 
has neither ability nor authority to go.• 

Some. observing no such limitations as those 
suggested by the writers quoted, and anxious 
apparently that our Lord's humanity should not 
be under-emphasised, have extracted, especially 
from the Book of Psalms, sentences and phrases 
in which feelings of personal sinfulness are 
expressed, and have claimed these as prophetic 
of our Lord's sufferings, going even so far as to 
say that our Lord felt Himself to be a sinner, or 
at least that he experienced feelings as those of a 
sinner. On the whole however such teaching has 
been emphatically rejected, as being heretical. 
It is always dangerous to project our thinking 
and teaching beyond what is clearly taught in 
the Word. 

We should think much of our Lord's sufferings 
during those hours of darkness. Yet not one of 
the writers inspired by the Holy Spirit to record 
for us the New Testament has attempted to give 
any explanation, let alone a detailed, dogmatic 
one, of that great cry, 'Why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?' which apparently marked the climax of 
His ordeal. We can sense, as we read, that this 
was a terrible experience for our Lord, but if on 
this deeply interesting, but even more sacred 
theme, the Holy Spirit has chosen to be silent, 
we do well to respect His silence. 

The forsaking was an experience our Lord 
went through that we might not be forsaken. He 
tasted, or experienced death, that we might not 
experience it. But it was all vicarious, substitut

ionary. George Smeaton, in his Doctrine of the 

Atonement says of the forsaking, 'It was not 

attended with despair or doubt but with the full 

confidence of faith as expressed in the words, 

"My God". There is no suggestion in connection 
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with these words from the cross that our Lord 

had any sense of personal sinnership. • There is 

a great mystery attached to the words, but lest 
we lose our way, let us remember that while 
Jesus went to depths unfathomable by us on our 

behalf, yet still from those depths He cried, 
'My God'. 

Let us be satisfied then, without attempting to 
peer too deeply into hidden things, with the 
knowledge that because of the greatness of that 

unique Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, God 
manifest in flesh, it was possible for Him in the 
brief period, as earthly time goes, of the three 
dark hours on the cross, to be our Substitute, He 
Who Himself knew no sin to be made sin for us. 

He offered, in that one great event, a true and 
perfect sacrifice of intrinsic value sufficient not 
only for the expiation of our personal guilt, but 
also ultimately to expel from the Universe the 
very principle of sin. 

Lessons from Christ's sufferings 

By H. V. G. Morris 

The apostle Peter, in each chapter of his first 
epistle, refers to the sufferings of Christ. There are 
six such references, and although the apostle 

does not make this the prime subject of his 
discourse, he is giving point and authority to his 
instructions by these references to the sufferings 
of Christ. 

Those to whom Peter writes are passing through 
times of severe testing and persecution, and while 
he warns them that they can expect no early 
alleviation of their sufferings, he comforts them 
with a reminder of their great salvation. The 
prophets wrote about this salvation, which was 
to come upon a generation later than themselves, 
and wouJd result from the sufferings of the Christ. 
They, and also the angels, greatly desired to look 
into God's plan of salvation. We might ask 
how it was that Peter knew about their great 
interest? 

The very best of teachers had been his, guiding 
him into the truth of the Scriptures that it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead the third day. We feel however, that by 
Spirit-guided meditation on the Scriptures, there 

had been developed with.in Peter an acumen and 

an insight into knowledge which went beyond 
the actual text of the Old Testament. It still 
remains the function and prerogative of the 
Holy Spirit to guide into all truth, but how much 
we must guard against a presumption which 
would suppose a divine authority for some fanci

ful thought conceived in our own minds. 
Jn chapter 2, we observe that Peter is comfort

ing slaves who had suffered wrongfully at 
the hands of harsh masters. Christ their example, 

the sinless One, had likewise suffered, but because 

He had committed His cause to the Righteous 
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Judge, He was able to suffer in silence, without 
reviling. 

Towards the end of chapter 3, Peter is con
strained to return to the same subject. Not only 
slaves could expect to suffer wrongfully, but all 
might anticipate a false accusation that they 
were evildoers. It was so with Christ, but with 
this great difference, that upon Him was meted 
out the punishment due to others, He the Just 
One, they the sinners. We often pray that our 
witness may be effective, and our ministry a 
blessing, but we do not always realise the price 
we may have to pay in personal suffering as a 
preparation for such service. 

At the beginning of chapter 4, Peter is telling 
those to whom he writes, that submission to 
suffering, undeserved though it be, would have 
a blessed result. There would come a victory over 
those abominable sins which once enslaved them. 
The refusal to return to former habits would 
become stronger, even though they would be 
misunderstood by those who indulged in such 
excesses. It is sometimes taught that bodily 

suffering results in a refinement of the nature of 
man, and an ennobling of his character. Many 

weary periods of hospital treatment have taught 

me that this is rarely so, for the conversation of 
fellow patients has been distressingly filthy. An 
uncomplaining acceptance of the purpose and 

plan of God, even when it involves suffering, is 
the blessed way. 

Towards the end of chapter 4, Peter warns 

again that they must not allow in their Jives, any 

sin which would merit the punishment demanded 

by the law, and he reminds them that a very 

furnace of affliction might come upon them. In 

this they would know the fellowship of the 
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sufferings of Christ, but would also have a part 
in the glad joy of his triumph. A rigid code of 
legal morality is imposed on believers. The 
criterion is not whether an indictable offence, 
however small, is likely to be discovered, but 

that believers should be blameless both in the 
letter and spirit of the law. 

Chapter 5 of Peter's epistle commences with a 
charge to the elders, and he gives as his authority 
for this solemn exhortation, that he had been a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ. As shepherds 
they were to feed the flock of God; to accept the 
responsibility with a willing spirit, without 
expecting reward. Nevertheless at the appearing 
and manifestation of the Chief Shepherd, their 
ministry to the flock of God, so greatly valued 
by Him who had given His life for the sheep, 
would be recognised and rewarded with an 
unfading crown of glory. 

They were to feed the flock of God, but how 

'God is dead' is a slogan that appears to mean 
different things to different people. The intellec
tual may take it as the battle-cry of opponents to 
orthodox Christianity (while not necessarily 
actually denying the existence of God), but more 
simple people may be led astray into thinking 
that those warriors have actually brought the 
Almighty from His throne. Against such folly 
can be set the Biblical notion of the living God, 
the God Who is alive I Life is full of evidences of 
God being at work. One of them is the recurring 

history of revival amongst His people. Revival 
when the people of God were spiritually asleep 
or dead is one of the fascinating elements in the 
history of the Second Book of Chronicles. 

The revival in the days of King Asa of Judah 
was stimulated by a message delivered to the king 
by Azariah the son of Oded, under the guidance 
of the Spirit of God. He outlined the current 
need of the people, and indicated some of the 
lessons that could be learned from Israel's earlier 
history. In times of religious declension they 
lacked certain vital elements that were for their 
good; while, when they turned again to the Lord, 
He was found by them, and their needs were 
always met, in the new spirit of revival and 

communion with God that characterized such 
times. This is how Azariah expressed it: 'Now 
for long seasons Israel hath been without the 
true God, and without a teaching priest, and 
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are sheep fed? In his early manhood, Peter had 

been a fisherman, but no man of Galilee would 

be unfamiliar with the ways of sheep, and in any 
case, he was acquainted with the principles of 

minding sheep given in Psalm 23: 'He maketh 

me to lie down in pastures of tender grass. He 
leadeth me beside the waters of quietness.' 

The ear may be charmed with the musical 

cadence of the voice, and the mind exhilarated 
by an eloquent and orderly presentation of 
Scripture truth (these things have very great 

value). Nevertheless the soul who is satisfied with 
this, will remain unfed, and the spiritual life will 
be stunted. The sheep must themselves graze 
upon the green pastures, and drink deeply from 
the living water of the Word of God. The 
responsibility of elders is to lead the flock thereto, 
to encourage them in their feeding, and to guide 
them away from the rank and poisonous growth 
of the world's wisdom. 

The place of the teacher 

without law: but when in their distress they 
turned unto the Lord, the God of Israel, and 
sought him, he was found of them' (2 Chron. 15. 

3, 4). 
In turning away from the true God, they lost 

His blessing; and they neglected His provision 
for their spiritual needs. Bound up with the 
absence of the Lord from their national life, they 
were also without 'a teaching priest, and without 
law'. The special place of the Old Testament 
priesthood was, not merely a ceremonial ministry 
but also a didactic one. At the time of the 
institution of the Aaronic priesthood, the Lord 

said to Aaron: 'You are to distinguish between 
the holy and the common, and between the 
unclean and the clean; and you are to teach the 
people of Isrdel all the statutes which the Lord 
has spoken to them by Moses' (Lev. 10. 10, 11, 
RSV). This double function of the priesthood is 
mentioned by Moses in his blessing upon the 
people: 

They shall teach Jacob thy judgmellts, 

And Israel thy law: 

They shall put incense before thee, 

And whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar. 

(DEUT. 33. 10) 

Centuries later, Malachi faces a corrupt priest

hood and reminds them of the purity of earlier 
generations of priests, calling for repentance that 
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they might again fulfil their holy calling: 'For 
the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, 
and men should seek instruction from his mouth, 

for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts' 
(Mai. 2. 7, RSV). The lack of a teaching priest 
was therefore, a very serious one for the people. 
Ceremonial service might keep alive the outward 
tokens of their special relationship with God; but 
lacking instruction, they could quickly plunge 
into an abyss of ignorance and departure from 
Him. In every generation the Lord's people need 
the ministry of the teacher. 

Education is needed in every walk of life, in 
some way or another. Without schools, our 
children would grow up without any foundation 
for understanding and grappling with the world 
around them. They require competent and 
systematic instruction, and this continuing over a 
term of years. Many things have to be taken in 
gradually, until at last they have been grasped 
and mastered. In the early Christian churches, 
one of the spiritual gifts given by God for the 
welfare of His people was that of the teacher 
(cf. 1 Cor. 12. 28, etc.); and his place was only 
less important that the two foundation gifts of 
apostle and prophet. Another passage in Paul 
states the matter differently, in which he tells of 
the triumph of Christ's resurrection, and the 
provision He has made for His Body in giving 
men to the Church as 'pastors and teachers' 
(Eph. 4. 11). 

In those first days, the function of the teacher 
was vital for the well-being of the churches. 
Everywhere there were new Christians, people 
who had stepped out of the darkness of the pagan 
world and who needed guidance and instruction 
in Christian principles, in the truths centred in 
Christ's person and work and all that arose from 
them. There would be a considerable amount of 
illiteracy amongst the poorer of those believers, 
no doubt. The teacher would speak to a ready 
and sympathetic audience when he addressed the 
church members. There would be a genuine 
desire to learn God's truth, and he would lead 
them on, bit by bit, into the revelation of God in 
Christ, until they saw for themselves what it 
involved. There would be places where a number 
of teachers would be found serving together, the 
church at Antioch being singularly rich in having 
no less than five stated prophets and teachers to 

meet their needs (Acts 13. 1). 
The first days of assemblies were marked by 

the active ministry of many able, spiritual men 
who were gifted of God as teachers. Some brought 
a quiet, devotional ministry to the churches, others 
had fire in their bones and in their public utter-
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ances; some gave systematic instruction in the 

revealed truth of Holy Scripture. They were, for 
the most part, men with trained minds - some 
having had briUiant careers at university - able 
to set the truth of God out in a clear and orderly 
fashion. These men stood out from others in 
their public ministry, and were given the eager 
attention of those they taught. There came a later 
time, however, when C. H. Mackintosh could 
bemoan the way in which incompetent men 
occupied time in the assemblies, to no profit. 
Doubtless the unprofitable speakers should have 
been brought under control, but sometimes there 
lacked elders of the calibre who could have dealt 
with them satisfactorily. The ungifted man 
with an 'itch' to hear the sound of his own 
voice will seldom respond, even when given 
broad hints of his unsuitability for public minis
try. If he is to learn this, he will usually have to be 
told fairly plainly I 

The normal assembly, however, maintains 
other meetings as well as the Sunday service 
for the Lord's Supper, which is the time when 
there is opportunity for 'open' ministry. Not all 
gatherings have teachers within their own ranks 
who are capable of providing spiritual food for 
the people; yet this must be done, if the church is 
to flourish. Where 'a teaching priest' was missing 
in olden times, the people suffered; and where 
the teacher is absent for a Jong time, any gathering 
of Christians ,vill suffer today. It is not sufficient 
for the church to be fed on 'little words' that 
come to the mind without premeditation. 
People cannot live perpetually on snacks, nor can 
Christians prosper for periods without the minis
try of the teacher. 

These are days when many places on the 
mission field are being closed to foreigners, so 
far as evangelism is concerned. It is possible, 
however, for some to enter those fields for the 
specific ministry of teaching the Christians. All 
over the world missionaries are calling for others 
to join them, not for evangelism but for teaching. 
National believers are crying out for Bible 
schools, that they can receive instruction. There 

never was a greater need overseas for the Bible 
teacher than at this moment - perhaps there 
never has been a greater moment of opportunity 

for teaching than now. 
How can the teaching gift be developed? By 

diligent application to learning the Scriptures; by 

personal Bible study that ,vill give a comprehen

sive grasp of the Bible: its history, its philosophy, 
its doctrines, its standards and way of life. Some 

young people will work privately at home; others 

will realize the possibilities that will open for 
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them through a course at a Bible School or 
College. What is important is that the person 
concerned aims at some definite objective. It is, 
however, the need and the role of the teacher, 
rather than his training, that concerns us in this 
paper. The teacher who is really gifted will have 
a competency given from God, and the church 
or churches he serves will benefit through clear, 
wholesome, balanced instruction. 

We must face the fact of the need for more full
time teachers to help in assemblies. Where are 
the young men who are willing, at some sacrifice, 
to addict themselves to the ministry of the Word? 
While there seem to be men in other Evangelical 
groups who are coming forward for this task, the 
flow in the circles known to so many of our read
ers has been reduced to a tiny trickle. We must 
pray that God will raise up amongst us men of 
gift and grace who will prove themselves in the 
vital service of teaching amongst the local 
churches. Such continuous prayer would, we 
believe, bring evidence of God stirring the 
hearts of young men of ability, ready to prepare 
themselves for this necessary work. Many a 
small country assembly languishes for lack of 
able teaching. 

Even where there are able teachers, frequently 
time is not set aside in the church calendar that 
they may instruct the believers when they are 
gathered in numbers. Clearly the time bas come 

Correspondence 
Letters sent for publication are not normally 

acknowledged privately. We thank all our corres
pondents for their interest; and letters are printed so 
far as space permits. 

Dear Mr. Howley, 

134 Earlswood Road, 
Belfast, 4. 
16th January, 1969 

Things to Come 
In the January Witness Mr. E. W. Rogers asks how 

Rev. 3. 10 is to be interpreted. 
The interpretation is determined by the facts of the 

case. The promise in this verse was given to a group of 
believers, namely the Philadelphian church, living on 
the earth at the time and faced with the prospect of a 
grave trial. In common with other believers they went 
through this trial, experiencing the comfort of the 
Lord's keeping power. They were not 'raptured' away 
from it. 

So it has always been and so it will be to the end. 
The Lord has told His people to expect tribulation in 
the world, but however great it may be, their experi
ence will be the same as the Philadelphian believers. 
There is no promise in Rev. 3. 10 that they will be 
'raptured' away from it, any more than there was to 
those to whom the promise was first given; they will, 
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for assemblies to arrange for teaching the 
Word of God at the time when the majority of the 
Christians are assembled, namely, on Sunday 
mornings, following the Lord's Supper. This is 
being done by an ever-increasing number of 
assemblies, and always it is greatly to the profit 
of the church. That greatly beloved teacher, the 
late Harold St. John, rightly commented:' ... 
the means of grace include two permanent 
elements: first, the preaching and the hearing of 
God's word; secondly, the celebration of the 
sacrament in which the holiest things are not 
verbally spoken but visibly acted. John preached 
when he baptized and Paul preached when he 
broke the bread (Acts 20. 7, 11 and 19. 4). A 
sacrament separated from the ministry of the 
word is not after the New Testament pattern' (An 

A11alysis of the Gospel of Mark, p. 149). 

But however we arrange it, the important thing 
is that each local church should enjoy and 
prosper under the ministry of those God has 
called to the ministry of teaching. Let us all 
express the prayer contained in a well-known 
hymn written by Frances Ridley Havergal: 

0 teach me, Lord, that I may teach 

The precious things Thou dost impart,· 

And wing my words, that they may reach 

The hidden depths of many a heart/ 

TOUCHSTONE. 

however, be kept from the evil one in consonance with 
our Lord's prayer for them in John 17. 15. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
TuOMAS ELWOOD 

123 Craigentinny Avenue, 
Edinburgh, 7. 

6th January, 1969 

Things to Come 
Many years ago Rev. 3. 10 and its parallel verse in 

Luke 21. 36 were presented to me as impregnable rocks 
on which the pre-tribulation rapture theory rested 
secure, along with other Scriptures such as Rev. 4. 1, 
1 Thess. 1. 10 and Rom. 5. 9. They seemed quite 
convincing, but after a fuller examination, my 
interpretation led me to other conclusions. 

About this time I discarded what I had earlier held, 
the prophetic panorama of the seven letters, and my 
own view is still the same as I formed then, namely, 
that the letters were counsel given to the churches in 
John's day, together with that same counsel being 
applicable to the churches for all time. If the prophetic 
view is correct, we might ask why Rev. 3. 10 did not 
come in at the ft11al period? Surely, the efforts of some 
who have held this view firmly, to get the periods to 
fit in historically, have been the cause of some 
misgivings. 

I feel that the most important thing about the verse 
is that the promise is conditional. It cannot be said of 
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every believer that he or she has 'kept the word of His 
patience', so we are surely faced with another possi
bility, that the faithful ones may escape the trouble. 

With regard to 1 Thess. I. 10 and Rom. 5. 9, I can
not personally see that 'the wrath' mentioned is to be 
identified with the great tribulation. Only a small 
percentage of the world's population will suffer in the 
tribulation, and ones alive at that time, whereas 'the 
wrath' will be faced by every unrepentant sinner at the 
last assize, the Great White Throne. 

Dear Mr. Howley, 

Yours faithfully, 
WILLm MclNRov 

63 Breamwater Gardens, 
Ham, 

Richmond, Surrey. 
10th January, 1969 

Things to Come 
I find it remarkable that our esteemed brother, Mr. 

E.W. Rogers, should apparently reject the view that the 
letters to the seven churches refer to the conditions 
which may face the world-wide Church of Christ in 
any age. The 'hour of trial' threatening Philadelphia 
(3. 10) is most naturally seen as parallel to the 'great 
tribulation' of the warning to Thyatira (2. 22). Apost
ates at Thyatira are warned; while the believers at 
Philadelphia are encouraged by being told that they 
will emerge from (ek) the suffering that lies ahead; in 
fact they will, in the words of 7. 14 'come out of (ek) 
the great tribulation.' 

His view that the letters are a prophetic forecast of 
the history of Christendom runs into serious difficult
ies. First of all, the church (of Laodicea) must, on this 
view, remain on earth after the Great Tribulation that 
he finds in 3. 10. So he is presumably led to a 'partial 
rapture' view. But secondly, the only specific reference 
to 'great tribulation' occurs in the letter to Thyatira, 
which on his view presumably represents the papacy -
docs he then take the view that the Great Tribulation 
is five centuries behind us? Thirdly, may we assume 
that Mr. Rogers rejects an 'any moment' view of the 
coming? For the believers in all earlier ages who 
interpreted the seven letters in this way (if there were 
such before 1832) must have known that the Lord 
would not come until they had moved into the 
appropriate letter. 

I hope that when I attain his years I also shall not 
feel 'too old to learn' and with him look forward to 
the day when what is hidden will be made plain. 

Yours sincerely, 
PETER CoUSINS 

24 Pownall Road, 
Hounslow, 

Middx. 
14th Ja11uary, 1969 

Dear brother in the Lord, 
Things to Come 

I am rather perturbed that the doctrine of the 
'secret rapture' which so stimulated Christian witness 
in earlier days is now becoming suspect in certain 
quarters. 

I wonder if this has arisen through failure to study 
the Word of God for ourselves under the Holy Spirit•s 
guidance? And have we ignored the valued ministry 
of those great men of God of a past generation who 
instrumentally recovered to us vital truths of the 
gospel, of which the 'secret rapture• is one? One feels 
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that amidst the welter of modem life we have been 
unconsciously drawn into the maelstrom of a shallow 
and sophisticated evangelism, which has corrupted 
our pure minds. 

There arc several scriptures which support the 
doctrine of the 'secret rapture'. To my mind 2 Thess. 2. 
1. 2 is decisive. The Lord's coming for His saints 
(the Church, and O.T. saints no doubt) aod their 
gathering together unto Him arc future events which 
the Lord specially revealed to Paul - as mentioned in 
1 Thess. 4. And the apostle argues in his second 
epistle that these two events MUST precede the Day of 
the Lord; which latter includes the tribulation period. 
There£ ore so long as the Church is on earth, the fury 
of the Lord's judgrnent on the godless living nations 
cannot take place. Rev. 7 shows clearly the ciders as 
being quite distinct from other saints who pass 
through the great tribulation. Further, regarding the 
judgrnent. when it docs take place, the Church will 
come with the Lord - the Lord having previously 
come for them. (Sec 1 Thess. 3. 13; 2 Thess. I. 7; 
Jude 14; Rev. 17. 14; Rev. 19. 7, 8; and Rcv.19. 14.) 

Yours, sincerely, 
D. s. HODSON 

34, Hawthorne Avenue, 
South Shields, 

Co. Durham. 
13th January, 1969 

Dear Mr. Howley, 
Things to Come 

I do not think that Rev. 3. 10 applied only to the 
Philadelphia church of John's day, but that these 
seven letters to the churches had. first, an application 
to those churches under the peculiar trying times of 
temptations and tribulations of those early days. 
They also have an application during the whole period 
of the Christian era, giving comfort and consolation 
to God's people at all times, as might be suggested by 
the words 'patient in tribulation' (Rom. 12. 12). 
These applications, it seems to me, can be interpreted 
in the light of 2 Peter 2. 9, Toe Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the godly out of temptation. and to reserve 
the unjust unto the day of judgrnent to be punished'. 
Sometimes, however, the message to Christians would 
be the same as to the church at Smyrna, 'Be thou 
faithful unto death. and I will give thee a crown of 
life•. This is applying even now to some Christian 
missionaries io foreign lands. 

The full and final application of this prophecy, it 
seems to me, is to a specific short period of time ('the 
hour of temptation which shall come upon all the 
world'), and is a parallel to Isaiah 26. 20: 'Come, my 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation be overpast'. If read in 
the light of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 
24; Mark 13; Luke 21), which nssert generally, 
'Immediately after the tribulation of these days ••. 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory', then it could 
apply to this short period. Rev. 1. 7 seems to confirm 
this, as do other scriptures. 

I cannot read into this verse a 'secret coming' or 
'rapture' of the Church, but believe that the following 
verse (11) confirms my interpretation - 'Behold, I 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 
man take thy crown' - as the Lord is thereby telling 
of the imminence of His Second Coming. 
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It would appear that although the seven churches 
may be taken as applying to seven ages or periods of 
Church history, they are all complementary to each 
other, applicable generally at all times, as stated in 
Rev. 22. 16 - 'I, Jesus, have sent mine angel to testify 
these things in the churches.' 

Dear Mr. Howley, 

Yours sincerely, 
]AMPS DAVIS 

Aberdeen. 
28th January, 1969. 

Things to Come 
In response to Mr. E. W. Rogers' request (January 

issue) I submit the following: 
Rev. 3. 10 (NEB translation) reads - 'Because you 

have kept my command and stood fast, I will also 
keep you from the ordeal that is to fall upon the 
whole world and test it's inhabitants.' 

The risen Lord says, in effect, 'You have kept my 
commandment -therefore I will keep you'. Church 
historians point out that the history of Philadelphia 
is written into this letter. It endured. It was kept. It 

endured the opposition of Jewish legalists. It endured 
the persecutions of Domitian's reign. It endured 
when the forces of Islam swept across Asia Minor. 
When every other town had fallen, Philadelphia still 
stood. It was kept. The town finally fell in the four
teenth century; but we are informed that at this 
present time, there is a Christian bishop and a 
thousand Christians in Philadelphia. 

Reports 

FOCUS' - Conference for brethren at Tunbridge 
Wells 

One aspect of 'Focus' which was certainly successful 
was the achievement of a real conference, in which 
everybody took part, giving as well as receiving in a 
gracious manner which spoke of a great deal of 
prayerful preparation. 

The subject of the conference was 'The Gospel of 
God in the world of today', and for ease of discussion 
this was divided into four parts, each section preceded 
by a ten minute talk to set us thinking along construc
tive lines. Mr. William Boyd introduced •Toe Moral 
Climate'as a topic,followedbyMr. T.A.Evanswho out
lined 'The Intellectual Oimate in which we work.• The 
meeting then adjourned into small groups for discuss
ion for 40 minutes, reassembling to hear Mr. David 
Blair introduce 'The Appeal to the Mind' in presenting 
the gospel, followed by Mr. Gerald Brennan on 'The 
Appeal to the Will'. One phrase stands out, 'communi
cation is not only words, but living'. 

After more (highly profitable) discussion came tea, 
with further opportunity to exchange views with 
those not in our discussion groups, and then the 
evening meeting, in which a reporter from each 
group gave an account of views expressed and 
conclusions reached. 

The conference was brought to a close by Mr. C. G. 
Martin of Worthing who wove the varying threads of 
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The lesson is that God's people must be faithful. 
• •.. Enduring, as seeing Him who is invisible'. 
'Holding fast'. By so doing, they overcome through 
Christ who has all the authority in heaven and earth. 

To me, this is the key to the interpretation of the 
original letter to Philadelphia, and it is the key to the 
remainder of the book, both then, and now, and until 
He come. 

I cannot find a place in this verse, for what I 
understand to be Mr. Rogers' opinion. Are we to 
think that the church to which John wrote was 
literally and physically taken out of the town of 
Philadelphia? If so, where did they go? For how long 
did they remain absent? How, and when, did they 
return to their town? For Ignatius visited this 
church on his way from Antioch to martyrdom in 
Rome (c. AD 110), and later sent a letter to the 
brethren there. 

Grammatically, the verse inquestiondoes not require 
to be translated 'I also will keep thee out of the hour 
of temptation' - as though this church was promised 
complete exemption from the trial. Rather, the church 
was promised safe keeping in any trial that might 
occur. 

It has been pointed out that the same grammatical 
construction occurs in John 17. 15 - 'I pray not that 
thou shouldst take them out of (ek) the world, but 
that thou shouldst keep them from (ek) the evil' (AV). 

Yours sincerely, 
W. A. KIMBER 

thought into a complete fabric, such that we went 
away more vividly aware of the challenge of the Word 
of God to our assembly witness and individual lives. 

To my mind, one of the most telling parts of the 
conference was the few minutes given to accounts of 
how last year's meeting (the first) had affected the 
approach of assemblies to those in need around them. 
Tape recordings of this year's addresses are avail
able from Mr. H. Pope, 25 Prince Edward's Road, 
Lewes, Sussex. 

The next conference is planned for November 15, 
1969 at Culverden Hall, Tunbridge Wells, the subject 
to be - 'Leadership amongst the people of God'. 

D. LoWER 

The Witness Funds 

Remittances should be made payable to 'Witness Funds', and 
forwarded to 26 Bothwell Street. Glasgow, C.2., or 29 Ludsate 
Hill, London, E.C.4. All sums received v.ith thanks are passed 
on to parties named without deduction. Amounts arc for 
January, 1969. 

Aged Workers: E.A.B., Leeds, £1 lOs. 
Fegan, Homes: R.E., Kendal, £1 ls. 
Far East Broadc asting Association: R.E., Kendal, £1 1s. 
Homo and Foreign Missions: M.A., Prestwick, £41; B.A.B., Leeds, 

£1; H.P.P., Brackley, £5; C.D., Lisburn, £SO. 
Homeworkers: R.E., Kendal, £1 ls. 
Lord's Work: M.L.t Crcditon, 3s. 9d. 
Macbennorc Eventioo Homo: 'For His Name's Sake, £10. 
Muller Homes for children: R.B., Kendal, £1 ls.; J.B. Anon, £5. 
Missionaries' Children'■ Homes: R.E., Kendal, £1 ls. 
Retired Missionary Aid: R.E., Kendal, £3 3s. 
Scripture Gift Mission: R.E., Kendal , £1 ls. 
Uncvangelized Fields Mission: R.B., Kendal, £1 ls. 
Witness to Missionaries: E.M.S., Croydon, £2. 
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Book reviews 

All 1111slg11cd book reviews are by the Editor or by 
Mr. Walter T/,readgold 111/,0 ls 110w glvi11g co11slderable 
time to tl,/s service. 

The Dirth of the Church. Uy G. CAMPDl!LL MORGAN, 
(Plckerb1g and l11glis Ltd. 189 pp. 20/-.) 
'My dear friend, you do not come to the Table of the 
Lord to confess your sin; your business is to do that 
before you come, or else stay away. You do not 
come to the Table of the Lord to pray for anything; 
you can do that elsewhere. You come to give God 
what He is waiting for, pure adoration.' Guess who 
said that. Darby? Kelly? Mackintosh? None of these, 
interestingly; and none of their Fraternity. They arc 
the words of the eminent Congregationalist expositor 
Dr. C1mpbell Morgan. They arc found on page 146 
of his book The Birt/, of the Church, and in his 
treatment of the words of Acts 2. 42: 'And they 
continued stedfaslly .. . in breaking of bread.' 

This volume consists in a series of lectures on the 
second chapter of the Dook of Acts. They were 
delivered by the Doctor thirty or more years ago, at u 
conference of ministers and others, at Tacoma, 
Washington, U.S.A. from the Monday to Friday of 
one week, followed by the Monday to Friday of the 
next week. As they were given, they were steno
graphically reported, but until last year they were 
never published. But it is good to have them now in 
the form of the ten chapters of this pleasing book. 

One cannot but help compare what we have here 
with the section on Acts chapter 2 in the author's 
well-known Commentary on this Book of Acts. The 
chief difference is that, in contrast with the former 
work, these present studies are delightfully informal 
in their presentation, charmingly illustrated by ap
propriate anecdotes, and thoroughly readable and 
'popular'. To peruse it is to learn, not only some 
valuable things about the chapter under discussion, 
but some practical lessons also about the sacred art of 
Dible exposition. 

STl!PHl!N s. SHORT. 

1110 King's Champions. By BRYNMOR P. JONES. 
(Pub/is/red by the author. 288 pp. 11/6d.) 
The story of the Welsh Revival of 1904 has been 
recorded a number of times by those who saw it at 
first hand. The description of it in the book under 
review is brief, but gripping. It comes, not from an 
eye-witness, but from one who has engaged in much 
historical research concerning the matter. The author's 
main purpose, however, was to describe, not the 
Revival itself, but the follow-up work, and particu
larly as this was carried out by five Welsh preachers, 
viz. R. D. Jones, W. S. Jones, W. W. Lewis, Keri 
Evans and W. Nantlais Williams. Of these, the best 
known was the Rev. R. n. Jones, nn utterly dedicated 
nnd fearless evangelical leader. He exercised extended 
periods of ministry at Ynyshir and then at Porth, 
both in South Wales, whereupon he founded the 
South Wales Dible Institute, now established nt 
llarry. But he conducted nlso a wide Convention 
minist.ry, both in Britain and in America. 

The Rev. Nantlais Williams ministered for forty
four years at Ammanford. As a youth he had con
sidcr.ible poetic gifts, and Indeed planned r or himself 
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a Bardic career, but this, for the sake of Christ, he 
willingly sacrificed. We arc told on page 94: 'The Rev. 
Nantlais Williams was teased and criticised by those 
who felt he was overdoing his dedication to Christ 
by putting away all his Eisteddfordic and Bardic 
work. Thero were whispers that he was going to join 
the Plymouth Brethren, and concentrate on the 
Bible only'. He might have done worse! 

This is a most fascinating book, and is wannly 
recommended. 

Snm-mN S. SHORT. 

1200 Scripture Outlines. By A. NAISMITII. (Pickering 
and l11g/ls. 234 pp. 32/-.) 
Arranged in their biblical order, the outline studies in 
this book arc brief, pointed and informative. The 
author has supplied the germ of the passage under 
review and has indicated the method of development 
that will produce finished essay or address. The 
actual work of searching the Scripture, arranging the 
facts and presenting the material in usable form is left 
to the student. The outlines stimulate methodical 
habits of reading and provide material for the young 
believer as well as for the mature student. Special 
mention should be made of the studies in the Prophets, 
a much neglected portion of the Bible, and of the notes 
on the Psalms. 

Hey, Preach ••• You're Comin' Through I By DAVID 
WILKERSON. (O/iphants Ltd. 160 pp. 13/6.) 
Here is another book from David Wilkerson about 
the rapid deteriorating moral standards in America 
with some indication that in Europe, including Britain, 
things are not very much better. Drink, drugs, illicit 
sex, crime and social chaos among young people are 
the cause for very great concern. These stories of 
ruined lives, premature death and suicidal tendencies 
arc not accounts of folk from broken homes only but 
from homes of people who have no idea to what 
lengths the lads and lassies are running into trouble 
and sin. The writer points out that there is only one 
sure means of recovering the fallen and that is by way 
of the Christian gospel. For those engaged in social 
welfare and Christian service this book will be of 
great interest. 

The Zondcrvnn Pnstor's Annual for 1969. By T. T. 
CRADTREB. (Pickering a11d /11g/is. 386 pp. 32/6d.) 
The Minister's Annual, 1969. (Olip/ra11ts. 288 pp. 
36/-). 
These two books arc similar in content and appeal, 
and arc designed as helps to busy Christian workers 
and preachers. There arc full sermon notes for the 52 
Sundays of the year, morning and evening. There is 
nlso a sermon for the wceknight services for a whole 
year, nnd complete addresses for children's services, 
weddings, funerals, and other special occasions. In 
the Zondcrvan Annual, suitnble hymns arc suggested 
and prayers for most occasions. In this volume also 
there arc copious indexes. The material is mainly good 
and well presented and the verbal illustrations nrc apt. 
The one great danger could be the temptation to use 
the mnterinl without adequate personal study. This 
would inevitably lead to lack of spiritual exercise nnd 
induce n deadness which would become apparent to 
the congrcgntion. It would be n great pity to rely 
entirely on these aids but used as the compilers 
indicate, as a source-book, the material could be very 
profitable. 
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Personal Encounters; When Christ Calls; Aspects of 
Evangelism. By D. P. THOMSON. (The Researcl, Unit, 
Bamoak, Grieff, Perthshire. 128 pp. 5/-; 96 pp. 4/6; 
160 pp. 6/-, respectively.) 
The author of these books was for many years 
Church of Scotland EvangeHst under the auspices of 
the Home Board, and for eight years Warden of St. 
Ninian's Training Centre, Crieff, which is an 
interdenominational work. He has been an evangelist 
for over fifty years, so speaks from a wealth of 
experience. The first of these books is a fascinating 
collection of peronal reminiscences, describing 
contacts made over his years of service for God. They 
admit us into the secret of the happiness enjoyed in his 
own busy life. When Christ Calls is a selection of 
thirteen evangelistic addresses, exhibiting a wide 
variety of treatment. They illustrate the need to 
clothe the message in terms suited to the type of 
hearer. All have been used in leading men and 
women to Christ. The third of these books, Aspects 
of Evangelism, is a series of chapters dealing with evan
gelism from various angles, and drawing upon the long 
experience of the author. Its chapters are full of good 
counsel for Christian workers, many an acute observat
ion being thrown in, from the accumulated wisdom of 
years of service for Christ. We are happy to recomm
end these three publications, which together comprise a 
Course on Evangelism. D. P. Thomson has been a well
loved personality in Scottish evangelistic life for many 
years, and these inexpensive paperbacks suggest 
some reasons why this is so. Christian workers will 
benefit from the record of the Lord's dealings with one 
of his servants, and the way in which his messages 
have been delivered to many kinds of congregations. 

A Second Touch. By K.ErrH MILLER. (World Books, 
Greycaines House, Greycaine Road, N. Watford, 
Herts. 156 pp. 25/-). 
There are shocks in store for all who read this book! 
The aftermath of conversion and the tendency to 
introversion as the claims of the Christian life assert 
themselves are here faced with truth and realism. The 
reader is almost startled to recognise his own portrait 
in the lively words of the author. The relationships 
between the members of a local church are examined 
and attention is focused on the gap that all too often 
exists between the minister and his flock. The diffi
culties of pastors and evangelists who find within 
themselves a certain staleness are here dealt with. 
Most of the matters examined are the result of 
personal experiences or of experiences gained in a 
wide ministry exercised in lecture tours in the United 
States. The strong appeal throughout is for a renewal 
of confidence and a definite facing up to the problems 
of Christian life and witness. 

Worship. By A. P. GIBBS. (Send the Light Trust, 
9, London Road, Bromley, Kent. 279 pp. paperback 
12/6d., Cloth 32/6d.) 
This is an important book since there are many ideas 
on the subject some of which are not conducive to 
true worship at aJJ. The scripture references should be 
carefully followed and the context studied. The outline 
index which is a very happy provision sets the subject 
out carefully and in some detail and the Introduction 
should not be overlooked. Some readers will consider 
that the writer draws rather fine distinctions occasion
ally, but the many examples he quotes and the use he 
makes of them indicate that he is not wishing merely 
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to split hairs but to make real and helpful distinctions. 
The notes on Abraham, the Magi, Mary of Bethany, 
Moses and David will have a deep appeal, while those 
on •Hindrances to Worship' are relevant and im
portant. The author spent his life in evangelism and 
Bible teaching, mainly in North America, though he 
also visited the Antipodes and other parts of the 
world in the course of his service. He was a well-loved 
personality among all who knew him, and there are 
large numbers of Christians in Canada and the 
United States today who came to know Christ through 
his ministry amongst children and adults. The study 
of this book could help to improve the spiritual tone 
of any Christian assembly. 

Who shall ascend. By ELISABETH EWOT. (Hodder and 
Stoughton. 171 pp. 25/-.) 
This biography of Kenneth Strachan of Costa Rica 
preserves the memory of a remarkable man. This man 
of complex character is faithfully portrayed, his fail
ings and misgivings as well as his successes and his 
triumphs. He applied his talents to the great Latin 
American Mission and worked out the technique of 
Evangelism in Depth. He also shared services in the 
crusades of Dr. Billy Graham and accepted invitations 
to preach in every kind of Christian work. The story 
also throws light on his domestic life and shows us a 
man quite unsure of himself at times. Indeed the book 
is a psychologicaJ study as well as a missionary 
biography. 

Look back in Wonder. By RONALD Al.USON. (Hodder 
and Stoughton. 94 pp. 5/-.) 
The author of this thought-provoking little book is a 
well-known BBC broadcaster and news reader and 
the Crusader badge he often wears is an indication of 
his interest in youth. The book is divided into two 
almost equal parts. After a brief introductory chapter 
and using the technique of a journalist he gives us the 
story of the birth and life of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Behind the reading matter we are aware of the 
purpose of the book and to many of us there will 
return memories of the old story told in the home or 
in Sunday School or Bible Class. In the second part 
this story and its meaning are brought into contact 
with contemporary life and we see its relevance in 
human experience. It carries within itself the remedy 
for the deterioration in character and aims of the 
present day, and it is to be hoped that many will 
profit from reading it. 

Is Christianity Bankrupt? By PAUL TAINE. (O/iphants 
Ltd. 160 pp. 8/6d.) 
The writer's passion as a Christian Hebrew is for the 
salvation of Israel. He stands beside the apostle Paul 
in this great hope. He takes speciaJ note of the 
progress of Israel from the time of the Balfour 
Declaration until today and he gives a spiritual view 
of the cause and tum of events. But the real burden 
of his message is his concern that the promises and 
position of Israel should not be claimed by the 
Christian Church. It is a fact that many Christians 
see no future for Israel nationally. The words which 
tell us that the cross has 'made of two, one new man' 
are often taken to mean that Israel's history as a 
nation is over. This book recognises no such state of 
affairs as a careful study of it will indicate: 'God bas 
not cast away His people for ever'. The book deserves 
careful attention. 
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,b a certificate of rood faith, the namu 
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Box No.-, ' Witness' Offict, 26 Bothwtfl 
Street, Glas1ow C.2. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

Helpers needed for The Ernest Luff 
Homes for Elderly Christians. Please 
send P.articulars to Miss Ouvs Lt/FF, 
The Bible Depot, Frinton-on-Sca. 

Matron (S.R.N.) required for the Brighton 
Home of the Aged Pilgrim's Friend 
Society. Small nursing wing, 6 beds and 
11 flatlets, caring for the Lord's elderly 
and infirm people. Applicant must be in 
sympathy with the Society's Doctrinal 
Basis and have a sense of vocation. Apply 
in first instance givins particulars of ase, 
qualifications, etc. to the Secretary, Mr. 
F. R. CLIFFORD, Morley House, Holborn 
Viaduct, London, B.C.1. 

Searisbrick Hall School, Southport. Evan
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Special Allowance, with Government 
Superannuation. Apply to TuE HEAD· 
MASrEJt., Scarisbriclc Hall, Ormsldrk, 
Lanes. 

SITUATIONS WANTED 
Young Christian Draper. 12 years of 

Buying and Display seclcs post with 
Christian Co. where enthusiasm, ability 
and initiative will be appreciated. Box 
No. 2430. 

EDUCATIONAL 

The Park School, Yflll'il. A recognized 
Boardin&: and Day School for Girls; on 
evaD&:clical lines givin&: a comprehensive 
education up to 1A' level. Fellowship with 
local assembly activities. Solo charge 
welcomed and a real home provided. 

SPECIAL ITEMS 

A Book Service. All brethren and other 
theological books bou&:ht. BIBLB DEPOT, 
7 Gensina Road, St. Lconards-on-Sca. 

A Caram1 Holiday? Pa&:ham {Bo�or). 
Large 4-bcnb. Every converuence, 
flush tolletst_showers. Pleasant site near 
sea, 18, ttighdown Way, Ferrini:, 
Wonhing. 

Book, wanted for resale, Bible Commcnlar• 
les, CIC. Prompt payment. J. AMOROSI!, 
65 Springfield Road, Portavo&ie, New• 
townards, Co. Down. 

Brethren establishing a boys' camp re
quire Tent, to buy and Marquee to buy 
or to Joan. Please contact Mr. P. BRIND, 
61 Gabalfa Road, Llandalf North, 
Cardiff. CF 4 2JJ. 

Brldlin,:lon, B. Yorks. The Gospel Hall, 
St. John's Walk, Old Town. Sundays: 
Breaking of bread I 1 a.m., Gospel 
6.30 p.m. Visitors welcome. Believers 
in Assembly Fellowship thinking of 
retirement could give help in small 
Assembly. Enquire Correspondent: Mr. 
L YoUNo, 26 St. John Street, Dridling
ton. 

Cambrldi;e: Queen Edith Chapel (Wulfstan 
Way). Visitors welcomed. Sundays: 
Lord'■ Supper, 10.45; Momlna Service, 
11.30; Eveillna Service, 6.30. Near tl1c 
New Addenbrooke'■ Hospital. Bua 105. 
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Cara,ans for Hiro: 20 n. modern 4 berth 
in lovely Combo Martin, North Devon, 
on select site overlooking sea. Modern 
sanitation. Hot baths available. Camp 
shop. s.a.e. TUCKER, 7 Apsley Terrace, 
llfracombc, N. Devon. 

Country: All Christians vlsitln&: Coventry 
wannly welcomed 111 Hlll Street Oospel 
Hall, ofT Corporation Street, 5 or SA bus 
to B11rras Lane. 

Hoddcsdon, Herl&. Friends moving Into 
this area wlll be welcomed at Tbo 
Gospel Hall, Ware Road, Hoddesdon. 
Correspondence to F. A. WmnEY, IS 
Briscoe Road, Hoddesdon. 

Passai:cs - Sea/Air - booked promptly. 
Goods packed nnd delivered to any 
vessel. Specially welcome enquiries from 
missionaries. Apply: Mr. T. E. 
MITCHELL, c/o Davies, Turner & Co., 
Ltd., 326 Quccnstown Road. London, 
S.W.8. 

Tapo Recorded Bible Study loaned without 
charge. Over SO sets, nearly 300 addresses 
by well-known ministers of the Word. 
Send 6d. for catalogue. Missionaries 
welcomc.-BIBUCAL TAPB RECORDINGS, 
30 Cromer Road, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Tel.: Norwich 45978. 

T. L Dull & Co. Ltd. (Managing Director, 
Wm. Macfarlane), 17 Exchange Place, 
Glasgow (olf Buchanan Street) will bo 
glad to assist with travel arransements 
either holiday or business. Inclusive 
Tours. Cruises or Individual World
Wide bookings. Members of Association 
of British Travel Asenl5. Tel.: CITy 
3571. 

Urgently required. Back issues of The 
Witness (prior to 1941). T/Je Harvesttr 
(various issues from 1940, 1932, 1931, 
1930, 1928, 1927, 1926, 1924), The 
Evangeffca/ Quorttrly (any), Ecl,oes of 
Service (Dec. 1950 and any prior to 
I 948), The Clirlstlan Graduate (M11rch 
1963, March 1960, Sept. 1959, March 
1958, June 1957, June and Sept. 1956, 
March 1955, March and June 1954, all 
prior to 1954). W. GASQUE, 29A Moor
field Road, Manchester 20. 

Visitors to London. Endlesham Hall, 
Endlcsham Road, London, S.W.12. 
Near Balham Station - Southern Region 
and Northern Line tube. Sundays I I 
a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Warm welcome. 

Yeovil. We invite you to worship with us 
at Preston Chapel, Preston Road. 
Sunday Services 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.rn. 
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Bournemouth. Holiday flats, quiet district. 
Near sea and shops. Sep. kitchens. S.A.E. 
brochure. Mr. & Mrs. SHARP, 77 
Alumhurst Road, Bournemouth. West• 
bourne 65551. 

Guest house for sale, South West Coast. I 0 
bedrooms. H/C., central heating. Well 
established. I)etails sent in confidence. 
Box No. 2413. 

St. Anncs-on-Sea Holiday Flatlel to let two 
rooms sleep three or four. Fulty furnished 
and �ulpped in Christian Home. 
Everything supplied. 1. GORDON, 14 
Sandhurst Avenue. 

Sp11elous modern furnished bungalow to 
Jct, May-October. Accommodate 6-8 
persons. Also caravan silo available. 
Mr. & Mrs. E. W HOOPER, The Place 
Hotel, Newquay. Tel. 2526. 

To Let: Furnished house, 3 miles East• 
bourne Station, on bus route; Gnrage, 
medium g11rdcn. 3 Bedrooms, lounge, 
dinlng room, kitchen, bath, W.C. For 
furtl1er particulars S.A.B. Mrs. GRAY, 
23 Lodge Avenue, Eastbourne. 

CHR ISTIAN 

HO LIDAY HO MES 

Anglesey, New Oucst House opening 
Easter. For brochure 1.a.e. to Mr. & 
Mrs. GOLDER. The Mount, Amlwch. 
Tel. Amlwch 609. 

Bangor, N. Ireland. Bethany Christian 
Guest House. H. & C. all roo,ns, C.11., 
good food. 2 mi111 from sea, rail and bus. 
Convenient to assembly and churches. 
Private car park. Mrs. McCoNKl!Y, 4 
Dryansburn Road. Phone 5089. 

Blackpool Lochinl'ar Christian Guest Houso. 
JOO yds. from sea. Happy fellowship and 
memories assured. Mrs. MACK, 14 
Chatsworth Ave., Worbreck, Blackpool. 
Phone Clcvclcys 71331 or Dlackpaol 
51761. 

Boi:nor Reels: Sec larger advertisement. 

D01combe, Bournemouth: UnderclifT Christ
Ian Hotel. Open all year. Splendid 
position, overlooking sea. Excellent food. 
Happy fellowship, MANAOER (W), 1-3 
Undcrcliff Road. Phone 3.5-48-4. 

Bridlioi:ton - Christian Holiday Flats, ad
joinin&: sea-front.Brochure, Mrs. AVISON, 
11 Fortyfoot Court, Bridlington. Tel. 
5062. 

Dridlini:ton: Sbalomc Christian Guest 
House. Well recommended. Overlooking 
sea. Happy fellowship assured. O.A.P.'s. 
special terms May and late Sept. - Mr. 
&. Mrs. C. Ct.ouon, 21 Albion Terrace. 
Tel5276. 

Bro11dstain, Kent. Crawford House. 2 
min. shops and sands. H. & C. all bed
rooms. Christian fellowship. Highly 
recommended. Stamp for brochure Mr. 
&. Mrs. R. CoRJCE, 108 Pierremont Ave. 
Tel. Thanct 61975. 

Cornwall, Newquay. Deli&:htfully situated 
Christian hotel, standini: In own grounds, 
easy reaches of beaches: modem 
amenities: excellent catering: own farm 
produce: ten.nu, putting, ample free 
parking space. Special welcome to the 
Lord's people. Mr. &. Mrs. E. W. 
HOOPER, The Place Hotel, Newquay. 
Tel2526. 

Devon, Exmouth. Culloughruore Christian 
Guest House. Lovdy house and grounds. 
First class catering and comfort. Miles 
of golden sand. Ample parking free. 
Brochure: Miss I. A. JARVIS, 52 Saltccton 
Road. Tel. 3115. 

Dunlaoghaire, Co. Dublin. Comfort, good 
fare, wonderful scenery. B. & B. or 
Partial Board. Miss WtUJAMSON, Sunny. 
side, Albert Road, Sandycovc. Tel. 
805933. 

Edinburgh: City of history and romance. 
Bxccllent food, warmth and comfon. -
Mrs. FlltSBY, 'Maranatha,' JO Lygon 
Road. Tel.: NEW 4521. 

Edinburgh. Superior accommodation. Bed 
& Breakfast, H. & C. Central heating. 
Also Holiday Flat, 4 beds. Mr. & Mrs. 
WHEAU!, 74 Colinton Road. Tel. 
4434297. 

Folkcatone. Avondali- Private Hotel, Tho 
Leas. Facins sea. Electric Jin. Good food. 
Every comfon. Parking facllltlcs. Bro
chure: Mr. and Mrs. B. W. lt.BS. TeL 
S4S4S. 

Forei&:n Missions Club. Delightful accom
modation for mission11rics and other 
Christian friend, at reasonable rates. All 
conveniences. 26 Aberdeen Park, Hij_h• 
bury, LC?NDON, N.5. Tel. 01 226 2663. 
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Gl.-,ulu,-,-. \\'�to�•·nshiro. lkJ, breakf:ut 
lU\J hii;h t('a wtth :ill meats proviJcJ on 
Sundays. Christfan ho�1c, near Assembly. 
Mrs. H. Hi.NRY, Ard\'11le,, Glc:uluco. Tel 
240. 

Hanoi,::Ue SP2: L:mgb:im Hotel ovcr
lookin& Valier Gardens. H. & C. Gas or 
cl�tric fires m all bedrooms. Excellent 
cuisine anJ scrnc:e - Apply: Miss 
YWES for brochure. Tel.: 234711. 

Herdon!: Centre of Wye V3lley, Guest. 
wckomcJ in privntc Christi:in homes 
E"ery at�ntlon. Assembly near - Mr. 
&. Mrs. DA\"l8. Haywood Lodge, 219, 
Whitcaoss Ro:id. Tel • .2517. 

Holidll,)' accommod:itlon: 
Mr. :utJ Mrs. B. Dunb:u-, 

'Glcnscl-!c.r', 
14;:. Victori:i Road, 

Teny, A�nl,'t'n. Tel 53296. 

Ilfracom�� "l\far:u,:ith:i Christi:in Hotel. 
Pcnonal supervision. Ample �od fooJ. 
Happy fellowship. Coru:b p:irucs/confer
encn "'Clcomed. Rc<'Ommendcd. Free 
Parking. Mulley & Gilkerson. Brochure 
Mr. & Mrs. TINKLER. Phone 3245. 

Isle of Cumbnui: Craig-an! Christian Guest 
House. Millport. On sc:lfront. Happy, 
homely atmosphere, good food

.1,. 
fun. fel

lowship. Mr. &. l'>lrs. A. M�ltACKEN. 
Tel: 532. Holid:iy Flats to let, sleep 6. 

(sle o( Skye: Dunrini,.cll Private Hotel, 
Kylcakin. Own spacious iirounds for 
restful holiday. Convenient centre for 
tourin& and sea trips. Christian fellow• 
ship. - Mr, and Mrs. J',lAcPHEIUON. 
Tel. 236. 

Isle o( Wii;hL Christi:t.n Guest House. 
H:ippy fellowship. Good food. Well 
recommended. Mr. & Mrs. K. JOHNSON, 
'Oe\'Cl:mds', Wrox:i.U. Tel. Ventnor 332. 

Jersey. Enjoy �•:irm fellowship . �d 
cxccllcnt c:ucnng at The Chnsu:in 
Alliance. Undcrcliffe Road. St. Helicr. 
Highly recommended. S.A.B. to E. 
PROS5ER (host). Central 31135. 

JerRy: Highlands Hotel - �r.bicre; re
nowned be3Utf spot; Chnsllan h(?tel; 
heated swimming pool;_ shower swtes; 
mnrtello lounge; sea vtews most bed
rooms; EVllilSClic:il ministry (oP,tiop.:iJ) 
by Movement for World Evangelisauon; 
brochure from Mal\llier. (S.T.D. 0534 
43143). 

Juscy P.uholm Christian Guest House 
wclc'.omcs old and new friends. Good 
c:uering and happy fellowship. On sc:i 
front. s.a.c. 10 Mr. & Mrs. L PROUDFOOT 
Centr31 20250. 

Kl'5'vick. Now booking for 1969. '0rackcn• 
thwaito' Christi:in Guest House, Olen• 
cnthra Strcet. Tel. n. Mr. & Mrs. J. L 
STUFflNS. 

Kilravock Castle renews for 1969 its w:irm 
invitation and welcome. Rev. J. B. and 
Mrs. DUNCAN

J.. 
Kiln1vock Castle, Croy, 

by Inverness. 11,,;roy 248. 

Lari:s: Lnusanno Guest House; sea-front; 
Ideal sit. II .• � C. In all bedrooms: cvcr_y 
comfort. - Mrs. CARPliNTEA, Tel.: 2367. 

Loodoo: 'Fairhaven' Chrbtlan Guest 
House. Bed and BrcalcJut only.-Mn. 
S11011.1Y

1.. 
7 Trouvlllo Road, Clapham, 

S.W.4. tel,: 01�73 5812, 

Lossicmouth - 'Be:ichview' Guest House, 
Stotfield Road, beautifully sltu11teJ on 
sc4 front. BcJ and brc:ikfast, evenin& 
dinner and supper with all mc:ils on 
Sundays. H. & C. nil bcdroonu nnd frco 
p:irki.ng facUitie$. Brochure. Mr. & 
Mrs. IAN s�um (fel. 3053). 

Lowt-stoft. Hazeldenc Christl:in Guest 
House, 36 Lyndhurst Ro:id. Homely 
comfortnblc :ic:commodntion, good food, 
fellowship1 close sen. Rcason:iblc terms. 
s.a.c. brocnurc. 11,lr, & Mrs. S. H. PAYN&. 
Tel. 61809. 

Mincht-:id - Those seeking quietude and 
comfort with good food nnd all modern 
amenities including Central Hc:iting, 
near sea and town centre apply Mr. & 
Mrs. GARRET, 'Cavendish', Townsend 
Ro:id, Minehc:id. Tel. 3053. 

Northern lrel:uid Lako District. Lnkeview 
Fllffll Guest House. Modern :amenities. 
Registered Northern lrel:ind Tourist 
Bo:ird and A.A. Brochure: Mrs. JASON 
HAssARD, Drumcrow, Blaney P.O., 
EMiskiltcn. Tel. Derrygonnelly 263. 

Ob:,n, Argyll, 'Glenc:imp:i'. Christi:in 
Guest House, Esplanade. Commanding 
unriv3llcd view, :unidst famous Hiiihland 
Scenery. Centre for Snllings :u,d Coach 
Trips. Elcc. Fires and Blankets. All 
modern facilities. Mr. & Mrs. R. B. 
CAIRNS, Tel. 2505. 

Paia:nton -• Alpcnroso' sco l:iri,.er Advertise
ment. 

PaiJ;:nton, Torbay Court: Leve� 3 minute 
wnlk bench and town. Varied menus. 
(deal for family holid:iy; b:iby sitters. 
S.11.e. MANAGER for brochure. Tel.: 
57835. 

Prestwick. Bed & Brc:ikf:ist accommoda
tion. Mrs. DAYMAN, 2S Adamtoo Ro:id. 
Tel. 77345. 

Scarborough, Christi:in Alti:incc, 4 Bel• 
grave Crescent. FULL B OAR D from 
£8 IOs. Od. Happy fellowship, gooJ food, 
children welcome. Appl)' brochure 
(st:imp plc:ise) Mr. & Mrs. Soun10An. 

Scarborou1:h. Mn. Al'PLl!UY, 49 Ra.mscr, Street. lei. 2522. n.B. Evening; mea • 
Doard res. Central. 

Sherini:luun: Norfolk. ChristlllR AlliMCC 
1 loliday House. Tho Dyke, 5, St. 
Nichol:u Pince. EIL,y access to &ca, 
shops, plllCCS or worship. Pull boarJ. 
H.C. Wrllc to WARDEN for brochure.

Snowdoni:1, Hcnprt Hall. Tho lde:il e:cn.trc 
for tourins or beach. Wnrm Chrisuan 
followship. Plcnso write to Mr. &. Mrs. 
P. K. Git.BERT, Rhydymnln, DoliieU:iu. 
RhyJymnin 251. 

Southport. Fulwood Hotel, 82 Leyland 
Ro:id. Convenient prom., Lord St. and 
all amenities. Every comfort, foll 
ccntr31 heating, person:il supervision. 
Mn. &. Mrs. R. McKINNON, late of 
Southfield Hotel, St. Annes. Tel 
Southport 56563. 

Southf>?rt, Orlean:i Christl:in Guest House., 
beside promenade. Good food. Happy 
fcllowshlp. Car P:irk. Mr. &. Mrs. R. S. 
Wn.U.ulS, 8 Lathom Road. Tel. 4907, 

St IYc.,, Cornwall: Trcc:irrcll Hotel Chris• 
tinn Guest House; every comfort. 
H. & C. bcJroonu; scp. tables: good 
cater. Mod. Tel.: 707- Mr. & Mn. 
S. W. SLEJOH, 

Strathpeffer. Ross-shire. Bed, bre:ikf:ist :ind 
evening me:il with :ill me:ils provided on 
Sundays. Wonderful touring centre for 
the Northern Highfands. Mr. & Mrs. 
ALFRED s. PALMER, Cnoc Grian:in, 
Strathpclfer. Telephone Stnthpeff'er 
236. 

Torquay, 'Crnnicombc' Christi:in Guest 
House. Conveniently situ:ited in C3ry 
Park, on level, nc.ar sea; parking spac� 
Stamp brochure. Mr. & Mrs. CoMeES. 
Tel.37360. 

Wcston-1uper,Marc. Christi:in Guest 
House, Mrs. TURNER, Glend:ilo, 2 
Clarence Ro:id South. 

Weston-super-Marc: For happy fellowship 
come to 'Bcrach:ih'. H. &. C. in all 
rooms. G:irnge. Few moments w:illc 
from pier, promenade and woodl:mds. 
Mrs. FRANK FARLEY, 14 M:ideira R0:1d. 
Tel. 29820. 

Wt-slon-supcr-Marc. Christi:in Guest 
House. Every comfort; gooJ table. 
Mod. terms. Car sp:ice. S.A.B. WADE, 
'Briarleiiib', Bristol Ro:id, Lower. TcL 
28019. 
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PRIVATE HOTEL 

NEWQUAY, CORNWALL 

Right beside sea ... 
Delicious Meals • Every Modern Facility 
Central • Level Walk • Near Assembly 

NOW BOOKING FOR 

1969 
Brochur,s: 

Mr. & Mrs. A. B. ROBERTSON 
Phone: Nawquay 2979 

YOUR TREASURE? 

What does the Bible teach in regard to wealth in the 
life of the believer? Is it wrong to build up a personal 
fonune? What is a Christian standard of living? Those 
are serious questions which should be faced squarely 
and honestly by all who profess to be followers of Christ. 

2/- not postage 4d. extra 

PICKERING & INGLIS LTD., 
26 Bothwell Street, Glasgow C.2. 
29 Ludgate Hill, London E.C.4, 

The Witness 



For your information 

lnfol'Ul!ltion to Pickerine & ln&lis Ud., 26 Bothwell Street. Glasgow, C.2, by tbe 4th. 
Publishers Clllllot l:U2J':Ulltt insertion iJ ooticM are recciYcd :alter the 4th of precroiog month. 

ENGLAND 

FORTHCO!\1.L"liG 
B:arkin�idc, Essex. Fa.lrlop Gospel Hall Fcncepiecc Road. Mar. 8 at 4 and 6.30'. Donald Meadows, Bournemouth; J. G. 

Smith, Chelmsfol'\I. 
Moreton, Wirral, Cheshire.. Gospel Hall, 

Old Maryland lane. Mar. 8 11t 3.15 and 
6. Alex. Smyth, lndfa; J. M. Dlllgleish, 
Southport. 

W:u-rini;ton. Hope HIil!, Hawthorne Street, 
Bcwscy Estate. Annual, IS Mar. John 
Gillespie, Falkirk; A. G. Nute, Bristol; 
Jack Hunter, Kilmarnock. 

WHt Byllcel, Surrey. Gospel Hall, Annual, 
Mar. 15 at 3.30 and 6.15. J. Riddle; J. 
Smyth. 

Horsham. Denne Road Gospel Hall, 
Annual, Mar. 22 at 4 11nd 6. H. H. Row
don. 

?\ewcastfo-upon-Tyne. Annual Tyneside in 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Northum
berland Road. April 4 at 2.30 and 6; 
Sth at 6.30; 7th at 2.30 and 6. W. F. 
Na.ismlth; W. Prentice: T. Rea. 

Bridlin;;ton, E. Yorks. The Gospel Hall, 
St. John's Wlllk. Apr. 4 :u 3 and 6. J. 
J:ickson, Otley: F. C. Parr, Nelson. 

Croxlc)' G�n. Fuller Hall. Fuller Way. 
Apr. 4 Ill 3.15 a.nd 6. R. J. Bolton; 
l\1.Mnrtin. 

Dorchester. Acland Road Hall. Apr. 7 at 3 
and 6.IS. H. G. Bedford: C. H. D:i.rcll. 

Ludlow, Slllop. Gospel Hllll, Old Street. 
Apr. 7 at 3 and 6.15. C. Jarrett: D. Ling. 

Colytoa. Devon. Gospel Hall, The Butts. 
Annual, Apr. 7 at 3 and 6. 

Torquay, Babbacombc. Kingsway Hall. 
Annulll, Apr. 7 at 3 and 6. 

Oxford. Nonhw:iy Charcb, Sutton Rd., 
Northw.iy Estate. Welcome to Ken 
Brighton as full-time e,'3!1Selis1 of 
CoW1ties Ev:i.nselistic Work in Berks. 
and Oxon. Apl. 12 at 4.30 and 6.15. K. 
W. Brisbton; G. H. Stokes. 

Louchton. Forest Hnll. Hieb Bcccb Ro:id. 
Spring Conf. Apr. 12 at 4 and 6. J. H. 
Laree; J. R. Casswell. 

Devon Sunday School Tc=hers and Youth 
Workers Conference, in Belmont Chapel, 
Enter. Apr. 12 at 4 and 7. A. Webb, 
London. 

Ruding. Apr. 19 :u 4.30 nnd 6. IS. In 
Argyle Chapel. Argyle Ro:id. Welcome 
to Ken Brisbton as full-time evanselist 
of CoWlties Evangelistic Work in Berks. 
and Oxon. K. W. Brisbton; W. S. 

B�� Anoll!ll Missionary Mtttiugs. 
April 19 at 3.15 and 6.30. Central Hall, 
Corporation Street. April 21, University 
of Aston. Gosta Green. at 3.lS and 6.4S. 
April 22, for Sistcn in University of 
Aston. G05U Green iu 6.45. Corres
pondence to: R. M. Whitehouse, 
SccrctarY, 26 O:tkhnm Ro11d, Birmins
bam 17. 

LO�'DON 
FORTHCO!\DJ\iG 
Berrymead Hall, Avenue Road, Acton. 

W.3. Annual Miss.io=ry, Mar. 8 at 4 
And 6.30. A. L Dexter; W. E. Thomp
son; M. W. Connell (MinislJ')'). 

East Sheen. Sheen Hall, Upper Richmond 
Road West, S.W.14. Annual Mission;uy 
Mu. 8 at 4 and 6.30. Mw D. Boswell; 
G. Hill; D. Thrc3dgold. 

Woodford Grttn. Slllway Hall. Sistcn 
Missionary, Mar. 8 at 3.30 and 6. Mn. 
A. Dexter; Mrs. C. Marsh; Miss P. 
Pritchard; Mrs. J. Shneidrook; :Mrs. 
E. Perfect. 

�rmonduy. Gospel Hall, St. James Ro:i.d, 
S.E.16. Annual, Mar. IS at 3.45 and 6. 
D. W. ColWQD, High Wycombe; A. 
Burnham, Sclboumc. 

March 1969 

Bush Hill Park. Enfield. G05pcl Hall. 
Lcishton Rolld. Annual. Apr. 19 at 4 
and 6. H. H. Rawson, S. G. M.; R. 
North; C. F. Phillips. 

London Missionary Meetings. !'.fanthly 
Prayer Meeting in Kingsway Ha.II, 
Kingsway, W.C.2. lllSt Friday of each 
month. S.4S to 7.15. 

Y.P. R,\LLI..ES AND MOl\'THLY 
CONVEi."ITIONS 
Altrincham. Mar. I at 7,30. Subject: Ruth 

and the Redeemer. Kinsslcy Rendell, 
Sheffield. 

Loudon. Grove Hall, The Grove. Ealins, 
W.S. Convcrsation:tl Bible Reading. 
Mar. I :it 7. J. H. Laree. Subject: John 4. 

North Staffordshire Arca. Mndcley, Mar. I, 
J. Britton. Bull Lane, Mar. IS, J. 
Clements, Y.P.R., Butt Lane, Mar. 29, 
F. Duffin: A. Wiseman. 

Nuneaton. Manor Court Rooms, Manor 
Court Road. Mar. 1-3. G. K. Lowther. 
Mar. IS, D. Oapbam. Subject: The Tune 
of the Eod - Daniel 12. Mar. 29-30, 
J. E. Powell. Apr. 19-20, Dr. S. S. Short. 

Sutton, Surrey. Vernon Road Chapel 
Vernon Ro:id. Mar. I at 7. R. C. Kyle, 
Harrow. Subject: The Lord's Supper. 

Exeter. Belmont Chapel. Western Way. 
Exeter Christian Fcllo,.-sbip. Mar. 5. 
Subject: Caiaphas. Mar. 12. Subject: 
Pilatc. Mar. 19. Subject: Judas. Mar. 26. 
Subject: Peter. Apr. 2. Subject: Were 
you There? Speaker: Alan G. Nute, at 8. 

Lttds. Gospel H:iU. Briggatc, at 7.30. Mar. 
8, S. Ward, Hull; Mar. IS, Dr. W. E. F. 
Naismilh. Redcar. l'ofar. 22, Jack Green, 
Hemsworth. Mar. 29, 'Tell Yorkshire' 
Conference in Joseph Street Hall. 

Brighton. Hol.linsbury Hall Brishton & 
Hove Bible Studies. �lar. 8 at 6.30. 
W. W. VcUa.cott, Purflect. Subject: The 
Second Coming of Christ. 

Bexleyhc:ith. Kent. Bethany Hall, North 
Street, Woolwich Ro:id. Mar. 8 at 7. 
G. B. Fyfe. Roma.as 14. 

Swindon. William St. Mission Hall. Mar. 8 
at 7.30. Dr. F. A. Talford. Subject: The 
Hope of the Future. 

utcb,--unh. Gcmon Hall, Gernon Road. 
!'.br. 9 DI 7. Mr. Ogden, Bl:telq,ooL 
Subject: The Encounter "ith God :it 
J:ibbok - J3COb. 

Luton. Onslow Road Gospel Hall Mar. IS 
at 4.15 and 6.30. J. Jackson. Wallin,gton. 
Subject: Revelation Cb. 9 -The Star 
and the Scorpion. 

Upminstcr. The Old Ch3pel, St. Mary's 
Lane. Mar. 22 at 7. Counties Evangelistic 
Work Film 'Con1:1.ct'. 

Mitcham Junction, Surrey. The Gospel 
Hllll, Percy Road. Mar. 22 111 7. W. Trew. 

Southcnd-<>n•Sea. Gospel Hall, Coleman 
Street. Mar. 26 at 7.30. Counties 
Evangel&ic Work Film 'Contnct'. 

London. Hope Hall, Kilburn Lane, 
Queen's Park, W.10. M:u-. 29 at 7. A. 
ledc.ic. 

Londou. Folkestonc Road Hall, Folkestonc 
Road, Wnlthamstow, E.17. Apr. 4 at 
6.30. D. Colby; W. Farquhar. 

NOTES 
W. H. Oare ministered the Word in Ludlow: and Clive in Jnnuary. A. W. Gnmscy hopes to ,is.it Holden Hall, Soutbboroucb. on Mar. 2; Spcldh!ust 

on 3; Sensalter, Kent. on 4; Hankenoo, 
J5�t. on 5; Whitstablc, Kent, on 8-10; 
Kinscron, Lcathcrhcnd, on 11 ; Pctcrsficld, SUSSeJt, on 13; Mcnd,-ulc, Reigate, oo 17_; St. Mary's Crawley, on 23; 
Io.nbndsc on 27; Ashford, Middx. on 

C. \V. P. Mc.Ewen is due at West Monktou, �cwton Abbot, Merriott. Worcester, Silvenon, East:icombe, Torquay Exeter and Ireland during March. ' ' 

Donald R. Meado"'-s hopes to visit Fare
lwn, Mar. 2; Sholing. 6; Fairlo;,, &-9; 
Wnllisdown, 11; Westbury, IS; Cran
leigh, Southboumc, 16; Verlwn Dean. 
23-25; St. Briavcls, Wye Vlllley, 28-30. 
Saw great blessing amongst young 
bclic,·cn at Reunion al Slavanka; lives 
dedicated, others restored.. 

Hedley G. Murphy. Campaign in Apsley 
Hall, Belfast. attractea L:lrge numbcn. 
Several accepted Christ and others were 
restored. On closing nisht 6 were bapti
ze,J. Good attendances at Chorley, 
Lanes. during c:ampniiJl. Hopes to 
commence camp1ign in Bethany Hall. 
Paisley, on 1st March. and prayer v.ill be 
valued. Another Ulster-Scottish Crusade 
is planned for Porutev,-art. N. Iceland. 
19th July to 3rd August. Those wishing 
to spend holidays there $bould cooua 
Mr. Murphy, Hermon Lodge. 52 
Ballysillan Road, Belfast 14. 

George Tryon reports large gatherings IU 
Olivct Gospel Hall. and !\faranat.ha 
Gospel Hall, Jamaica. Had opportunity 
10 visit prison with Mr. Calcraft, and 
would greatly value pra)·cr. 

SCOTLAND 

FORTHCO'.\IING 
Pon Seton: Amlua.J in Vicv.1'orth Gospel 

HIil!, Mar. I :u 3.30. W. Milliken; J. W. 
McAllister; T. A. S. W11tL 

La.rkhall. Hebron Hall. Annual Missionary, 
M:u-. 8 IU 3.30. Sam Lander, Bolivia; 
Robert Orr, Pakistan; Wm. .Milliken, 
Ethiopia. 

Carluke: G05pel Hall, Cbun:h I..:me. Mar. 
15 :it 3.30. D. Fergusson; A. Pickering; 
A. P. Weir. 

(lyclebuk: Victori:i Hall, Shelley Dri,·e. 
!\far. IS at 3.30. J. A. Na.ismith; A. Rox
burgh; J. Tennant. 

Tillicoultry. Gospel Hall. Women's Missio
D.'.U'Y, Mar. 22 at 3.IS. :O.liss N. Murray, 
Glasgow: !\frs. W. Bell, Trinidad; Dr. 
J. Orr, West Pakist:Ln. 

Motherwell. Ebcncz.cr Hall, C:tmp Street. 
Sister's Missionary, Mar. 29 :u 3.30. 
Miss Mttlc, Bruil; Mrs. Watt, Malaysia; 
Miss Smith. Bruil. 

Aberdeen. McClymont H;iJL Annual 
Mission:iry, !\far. 29 at 3, and 6. A. C. 
!\lcGrcgor, Central Europe; R. Cairns, 
Japan; K. Elliot. South Africa. 

Onnowu: Gospel Hall. !\far. 29. A 
Rox� Prcstaick; A. Carmidacl, 
In vcrkci thini;. J obn Gillespie. F nll:irk.. 

EdinbDICb. In Gorgie �War Mcmorfal 
Hall, Apr. S at 3.30. J. Hutchinson; J. 
Merson; A. Naismilh. Jr. 

Castle Dou,das. Apr. 26 at J. W. Harrison. 
East Kilbride; A. Carmichael, In,-cr
keithins; S. C:tpic, Wishaw. 

Y.P. RALLIFS Ai.,-o MI:\°ISTRY 
MEITL�GS 
Paisley: Bethany Hall. Queen Stnct. Mar. 

I at 7.IS. Subjoct EFFECTIVE GOS
PEL OUTREACH. Spe:ikcr: Mr. 
Hedley Murphy, Belfast. Sin.en: Busby 
Choir. 

IRELAND 

FORraCO�ID.G 
The Assembly in !\lcrrion Hall, Dublin,. 

propose D.V. holding a film E.w'bition 
under the title 'Goo, Scm-.cz "-"° You' 
from 7th to IStb !\l:irch. Fact :i.ud Faith 
Films "ill be used, :i.nd the s�iritual 
messase applied in a fiyc minute uU, by 
Mr. R. �lduclde. Each film showin,; 
,.ill be follo111·cd by 111 Coffee Bar at which 
it is hoped to mu::e personal c:octtlCU. 
Last year's elfon rc:sultcd in hundreds of 
people (R.C.'s) bein;; contacted. Pray 
th:u this )-car a 'reapin; or the tun-est• 
m:iy be c-.idcnced. 
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Cork �ty. Annual, Mar. 16, 17 18 A Lccki�; J. Cuthbertson; K. Elliott.' R. McAlistcr; A. Darker. Particulars rl 
0. E. Webb, lnnishannon Co Co

ro

k
m 

Tel. 14. • · r . 

ADDRESSES 

Correspondent of Gospel Hall Livingst Station, West Lothian is Mr w·m 
on 

J. C:larke, 8 Glen Crescent Livin
1 

,
am 

Stauon. • gs on 
Address of Kuala Lumpur M I Ass«:mbly is: Jalan Imbi Chapel j:ra� lmb1. ' 

WITH CHRIST 

Oct. 30. Mrs. Barbara Gillespie aged 84 
Afier a short illness passed° into the 
presence of the Lord she loved. Saved 
m her . early years, associated with 
Grccng-o/S, Armadale and Whitburn 
Ass_embhes. She diligently read the Holy 
S�nptures and _was a sincere woman 
with a good tesUmony. 

Nov. 19. James Graham, aged 65. Saved at 
the age of 15 and associated with the 
Dufft?wn Assembly for 50 years where 
he, faithfully served the Lord and His 
s.unts. Along with his wife he kept an
o�n door of hospitality • towards all
believers. �e large representative 
company which attended the burial was 
a token of the love and esteem in which 
he was held. 

Nov. 21. William Mclean Hill, aged 66. 
Saye4 when 17 years of age in Inver
ke1tbmg. where he spent his early years 
then for a few years in Summerfield 
Hall, Glasgow. Over 35 years in Albert 
Hall, Grangemouth, where he was 
always actively engaged in the Lord's 
work. He. was Bible Class leader and 
saw the Bible Class grow. For 20 years 
he worked among the boys in Polmont
Bo�tat. and spared no effort in con
tacllng the boys after they left and in 
�ome _cases visited their parents. Perhaps 
m this work he will be most missed 
Wide!y �own for his gospel preaching 
:1fld SLnglllg. Correspondent for Assembly 
lll last few years, and was very active 
during the building of the new hall. 

Nov. 28. Mrs. Margaret MaeLcllan aged 
83. lo happy fellowship in Glassford 
Assembly, since commencement in  1922 
Prevjously . in Strathaven. A quiei 
consistent sister. 

Dec. 6. James Crook. aged 86. Saved as a 
young man and in fellowship in Roman 
Road Hall, Motherwell, also in Albert 
Hll:11, Cambuslang, Bellevue Chapel, 
Edinburgh, and 28 years i n  Shiloh 
Hall, Shettleston. Last 3½ years in 
Shuttle Street Hall, Paisley. Loved and 
res�tcd for his long, consistent life and 
testunony. 

Dec. 8. Mrs. G. Craig, aged 66. As a result 
of the ministry of Mr. Peter Brandon 
Evangelist, she was convicted of her sin'. 
Later converted in her own home, she 
went on to enjoy full fellowship in 
Maddiston Assembly until she was 
permanently indisposed. The testimony 
of all who visited her was of being blessed 
as they witnessed a resigned acceptance 
of such continual painful suffering which 
for so long she patiently bore. 

Dec. 9. Mrs. C. Milin, aged 88. Widow of 
the late George H. Milln. A home 
well-known for hospitality and mission
ary activities. Mother of Mrs. David 
Angus of Malaysia, also sister of Mr. 
William Rew, Congo. In her early years 
associated with Lochee Assembly, 
Dundee, also Albert Hall, Glasgow. 
Past 45 years in  Ebenezer Hall, Coat
dyke. 

Dec. 13. C. Johnson, aged 87. He did a 
great work amongst children in Dept
ford, Greenwich, Chorlton and Plum
stead areas. After his wife passed away 
he moved to Torquay where he met  and
worshipped with the believers there to
the end. 

Dec. 15. Martha Wilding, Vancouver, aged 
78. Widow of the late R. J. Wilding who 
served the Lord for many years in the 
Belgian Congo after commendation by 
!he Parkhill Hall Assembly, Liverpool, 
in 1915. In 1952 Mrs. Wilding went to

Vancouver, having been preceded by 
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her husband. There she loved to work 
among the sick and in women's meetings 
llnd was active right to the end. ' 

Dec. 17. William Arthur Wood. He served 
tho Lord for over 40 years in Brazil 
after commendation from Boalcr Street 
Assembly, now meeting in Newsham 
Park Chapel, Liverpool. Since his return 
�rom the mission field, due to ill health 
. e served the Lord faithfully as an elde; 
!n N�wsham Park Chapel, and was held 
m �1gh estC«:m for his diligence and 
gr�c1ousne� m all that he undertook. 
His loss will be greatly felt by many on 
!vf ersey�ide, also by his fellow-workers 
�n Brazil, and especially by his widow and 
,n1111ty. 

Dec. 27: Joseph McKay, aged 81. Associa
ted with the assembly at Newmains and 
last 5 years in fellowship at He

0

bron 
Hal_J, Coat�ridge. Faithful in attendance 
unttl Lord s Day before he passed into 
the presence of his Lord. 

Dee
s
, 28. ,Mrs, George McRuer, aged 70. 

!lVed m her teens while at work in 
Smgers, Clydebank. Sunday School 
teacher in Union Hall Glasgow and 
latterly in Emmanuel G�spcl Asse�bly 
Ferndale, Michigan, U.S.A. ' 

Dec. 30 .. George T. Hope,. aged 93, after a 
long 1\lncss borne patiently. Saved in 
early life. Was in fellowship Jn Lcsma
hagow. �atdyke, Stevenston and Largs 
Assemblies, where his duties as station
master .took him. Highly esteemed. Not 
a J?Ublic man, but one well versed in 
scripture.• 

Jan.,2. �oard Ingram, aged 92, in Mexico 
CttY_, First went to Mexico as a mission
ary in 1898. Returned to Britain in 1908 
following his wife's death· he had been
lefi with 5 children. Remarried in 1911 
served in Italy during World War 1: 
In 1921 sailed again for Mexico as a 
partner with W.W. Allen in business. He 
later began his own cycle business and 
continued in this form of 'tent making' 
until 1948 when he retired and devoted 
his whole time to the work of the 
gospel. His time was spent in literature 
work, writing or translating Christian 
�ooks int? Spanish. He travelled widely 
in preaching tours. He was busy until a 
few weeks before his death. He commen
�d the assembly that met at the San 
Sunon Tolhuanac Evangelical Church, 
where he preached bis last sermon a 
month before his death. He was buried 
in the British Cemetery. He is survived 
by his second wife Grace (aged 82), 5 
children, 14 grandchildren and 22 
great-grandchildren who live in Mexico, 
the United States and in Britain. 

Jan. 3. Mrs. Emily Louisa Knox, aged 91. 
Passed peacefully into the presence of 
her Lord after ontr a short period of 
illness. Converted m 1902 as a result 
of the ministry of Mr. A. Midson in the 
Counties Evangelistic Work at Crow
burst Lane End, Surrey. As Mrs. 
Godfrey she first met with the Assembly 
at Oxted until the work was established 
at Crowhurst. In 1922 as a widow, she 
remarried and moved to Seaham. Co.
Durham. Soon after this Mr. Mackenzie 
Miller began evangelistic work in the 
area and our sister was amongst the 
nucleus of believers who founded the 
Assembly there. For 40 years she was 
faithful in attendance and- acti�e in 
women's work until failing health 
restricted her to hospitality and the 
ministry of effectual prayer for a wide 
circle of workers at home and missionar
ies overseas. 

Jan. 22. Cecil N. T. Philips, aged 80. In 
fellowship in Allander Hall Assembly, 
Milngavie, for 65 years. An outstanding 
minister of the Word and one whoso 
gracious and friendly personality en
deared him to nil. Well known for his 
wide s,vmpathy of heart in nil asP.ects of 
Christian witness. In earlier life had 
served the Lord as a D.B. Captain for a 
number of years, being used of God for 
blessing to many young men in this 
capncity. He was a Director of the 
National Bible Society of Scotland. and 
was devoted to the spread of the Word 
of God throughout the world. Locally 
he enjoyed the affection and respect of 
the entire Christian community, his 

counsel being invariably sought in all 
matters affecting Christian testimony 
within the borough. The funeral service, 
attended by over JOO local residents, was 
pervaded by a ringing note of Christian 
triumph, and was felt to be a very real 
testimony in itself. 

Jan. 24. Jean Duff Muir, aged 68, wife of 
W. C. Muir, Herbalist, Edinburgh, 
youngest daughter of the Duff family, 
Busby. Accepted Christ at the age of 9 
and bore a wonderful testimony through
out her life. During the last 3 months, 
despite much suffering, witnessed radian
tly to the many visitors, both Christian 
and non-Christian, who visited her 
home. She kept an open door for all 
missionaries and evangelists, and will be 
greatly missed. 

Brig. General F. D. Frost, C.B.E., aged 86, 
at Hunter's Quay, Argyll. Retired from 
Indian Army in 1930, and served as a 
missionary on the N.W. Frontier of 
India until 1945. Was an ardent advocate 
of teaching concerning the Second 
Coming of the Lord. A dedicated servant 
of Christ since his conversion. 

Dr. Cedric Harvey, died suddenly at work, 
aged 61. He showed high intellect and 
great application to all duties and 3Ludics 
from a very early age. The son of Mr. 
J. C. Harvey, late of Mackintosh Hall, 
Cardiff, Cedric expressed personal
faith in Christ at an early age through 
the ministry of Mr. John McAlpine, was 
baptised when aged 11 and thereafter 
was an active witness for the Lord in 
school and university. He was President 
of the Cardiff Student Evangelical 
Union, us was his close colleague in this 
work, Dr. Charles Sims. He organised 
camps for boys who had been his 
patients from the Swansea area on 3 
successive summers. He had a distingui
shed career in the Indian Medical 
Service, after obtaining specialist quali
fications in Medicine, Surgery and
Obstetrics and Gynaecology. When the 
I.M.S. was dissolved he settled in Don
caster as a Paediatric Specialist, and 
was a source of strength and encourage
ment for many years to the Assembly 
there. 

Home and foreign 
mission funds 
Sums received by the Joint Treasurers, 

ANDREW GRAY, WM. MclNNEs, ARCHIB 
MUR.DOOI and ROBERT R. RABEY, for 
the month ending 31st January, 1968. 
Gifts to Honorary Treasurers, Home and 
Foreign Mission Funds, Room 400 (5th 
Floor), 93 Hope Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

The Lord's Work at Homo 
and Abroad .. • £4527 4 7 

Office Expenses ... £175 12 6 

Total for month representing 
Receipts Nos. 5490-5616 £4702 17 l 

This includes the following anonymous
gifts: A Sister £6 10s.; Anon £6· 
Anon £100. 

' 

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS 
OF MISSIONARIES FUND 

Received for January, 1969 ... £216 17 10 
Office Expenses 5 o 

£217 2 10 

SCOTTISH COUNrIES 
EVANGELISTIC MOVEMENT 

Received for January, 1969 ... £231 17 2 
Office Expenses 2 6 

£231 19 8 

This includes the following anonymous 
gifi: Anon £3. 

RETIRED MISSIONARY 
AID FUND 

Gins received by Mr: L. F. Guy, 11 Cliff 
Park Avenue, Paigoton, Hon. Treasurer 
during January, amounted to £3,014. ' 

MISSIONARIES' CHILDREN'S 
FUND 

130 Wooo STllElrl', CtiEAPSIDI!, LoNDON 
E.C.2. Tel�phone 01--606 2471. The gi� 
received towards the above Fund for the 
month of January amounted to £25 13s. 
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OPENING EASTER 1969 

BLAITHW AITE HOUSE 

WIGTON Cumberland 

A new Christian holiday centre set amidst 250 acres 
of farmland, woodlands and extensive gardens. Pony 
trekking, boating on private 17 acre lake within a few 
miles of house. Family accommodation available. 

Pull in for Caravans, and camping facilities available. 

Brochures available end January 

Write Manager or phone Wigton 2319 

TORQUAY - West Country Beauty Spot 

,tayat 

CHELSTON TOWER 
21 Bedrooms 

■ open throughout the year 

■ overlooks Torbay 

■ beautiful select district 

■ generous varied menus 

■ ample free parking 
Brochure on requ .. t 

Mr. and Mrs. F. A. HUDSON 
Tel. 67351 

Chelston Tower, Rawlyn Road, Torquay, S. Devon 

Ch.az-tez-h.o-u.se 
Te:l.gzim.o-.:a.th.; &. ::l:>e-vo� 

Fully equipped 
with all essentials ,_ ___________ ..,.., 

for YOUR happy 
holiday in 
Glorious Devon 
by tht1 sea 

Generous cuisine 
Every comfort 
Excellent ministry 

Conferences 
welcome out of 
Hason • Write 
t1arly to avoid 
disappointment 

Please send S.A.E. for details to Mrs. A. J. Williams Phone 481 

March 1969 

TORBAY (BRIXHAM), South Devon-Tel. 2081 

'' H O M E L A N D " 
(Christian) Hotel 

VICTORIA ROAD, BERRY HEAD, BRIXHAM 
Tel. 2081 

❖ A warm and and friendly welcome to all. 
❖ Delightfully situated overlooking Torbay. 

Panoramic sea and coastal views from all rooms. 200 yards 
from sea. 

❖ Rest assured in the comfort of this lovely marine residence. 
Well appointed bedrooms with electric fires, fitted carpeu 
throughout. 

❖ Central heating in all public rooms. Restful lounie. Write 
now for Brochure, Map and Terms. Open all the year 
round. 

Ample parking space ❖ Mr. I, Mrs. A. J. BROWSE, Your 
Resident Hosu and Proprietors. 

START the NEW YEAR with the 

RESOLUTION to come to 

Tor/Jay Court 
in 1969 

Still a few vacancies this summer at 1968 rates 

❖ Book now ❖ 

Write or phone for Brochure 

Steartfield Road, Palgnton, Devon 

Telephone Poignton 57835 

#\rahoittrroft 
STORRS PARK 

BOWNESS-ON-WINDERMERE 

In the heart of England's lovely 

Lake District, Meadowcroft offers 

you everything that contributes to 

a delightful holiday 

Brochure from:- Mias M. F. HUNTER 
Telephone: Wmdermere 3532 

Alpenrose_ 
CHRISTIAN GUEST HOUSE 

20, Polsham Park. PAIGNTON, DEVON 

BEAUTIFUL HOUSE 

LOVELY GARDEN-AMPLE PARKING 

NEAR SEA, SHOPS AND STATION 

LEVEL WALK 

EXCELLENT TABLE 

WELL RECOMMENDED 

Open foster s.o.e. for brochure 

Mr. and Mrs. A. F. CURTIS 
Telephone Paignton 58430 
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CORNWALL 

■ Ideally situated 

■ Noted for food and fellowship 

■ Central hooting 

■ Near assembly 

S.A.E. Brochure : 

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 

Dunedin Christian Hotel 
Alexandra Road, Penzance 

Telephone 4007 

BOICOHEI 

BOIJll.-ilMOIJIH 

BALM ORAL 
S WALPOLE ROAD BH1 4EZ 

Holidays with every comfort, good food and 
happy fellowship, In a homely atmosphere. 
Conveniently situated for sea, shops and 
buses. H. & C. In all rooms. Free parking. 

Stomp for brochure to: 

Mr. a n d  Mr s. A. W. C A L L E R  

Tel.: Bournemouth 36411 

LLANFAIRFECHAN The Gem of North 

Wales. Happy Christian Fellowship, excellent catering 

at PLAS MEN AI 
NOW BOOKING FOR 1969 

"The 50th year of mlnl■try and fellow■hlp to all a1e 1roups" 

S PEC I A L  W E E K!! 
10-17/5/69 O.A.P. 
2◄-31/5/69 !RISH WEEK ... A. GRAY (Eire) 
31/5-7/6/69 Mr. G. HARPUR (London) 
23/8- 13/9/69 MISSIONARIES 
13/9-27 /9/69 BIBLE READINGS . Messrs. Leckie and 

Bell 
Tel, 3◄6 S.A.E, ESTCOURT (W) 

Travel with 

0 B,"U' S.A..:O E :e, 
your Christion travel company 

10 days CATTOLICA 27 gns. 

PARIS 25 gns - RHINE VALLEY 29 gns. 

Holland, Germany, Scandinavia, Italy, Spain, Prague, 
Austria, Greece, Istanbul, Switzerland 

Youth Parties Holy Land Tours 
I◄ days Germany-25 gns. by AIR from 99 gns. 

Spain by AIR� gns by SEA from 120 gns. 

Holy Land-89 gns. Blblical tour to Greece 
Youth Party 17 days 65 gns. 

EVANGELICAL CRUSADER TOURS 

Dept. W, 85 High St., Thornhlll, Dewsbury 

Jl8 

l<ESWICK 
THE S/LVERDALE CHRISTIAN 

HOTEL 
FOR THE VERY BEST 

* Como with assurance * Enjoy tho Lovely Loke District 

* The warmest welcome * Happy chrlstian fellowship 

* All omonitles for comfort * Ground floor central 

hooting * Excellent cuisine * Conferences, youth 

groups, church parties welcome 

Proprietor•: Mr. & Mra. H. L. Hodg■on 

Secretary, Mr■• D. Metcalf Phone: Ke■wlck 294 

MINEHEAD 

THE GATEWAY TO EXMOOR 

Wonderful Walks or Drives 

0 IKFJELD 
assures all you need for a satisfy

Ing holiday. 

Free parking 3 minutes to sea 

s.o.e. Mr. and Mrs. W. Mockridge 

Northfield Road, Somerset 

Tel. 2594 

THERE IS STILL 

NO PLACE QUITE LIKE 

SLAVAN KA 

• Wonderful Christian fellowship 

• Modern and up-to-date 
amenities 

• Full central heating 

• First-class catering 

• Open all the year 

STAMP FOR BROCHURE TO 

Mr. & Mrs. R. W. ILES 

42 BELLE VUE ROAD SOUTHBOURNE 

BOURNEMOUTH, BH6 3DS Telephone 44151 
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THE CITY TEMPLE, LONDON 
JESUS SAVES TO-DAY! (By Arrangement) 

NINE CONSECUTIVE SATURDAYS 
e In times like these e Men need a Saviour 

e Britain needs the Gospel 
throughout 

FEBRUARY & MARCH 1969 

e T.E.S. have fully trained Evangelisu to sel'Ve your Fellowahlp 
In campaigns, Children's outreach and all Gospel efloru, 

T.E.S. SPRING CONFERENCE 
at Herne Bay Court-May 9-11 CHRISTIAN YOUTH RALLIES 

6.30 p.m. 

TOM REES 

Guest Speaker: Mr. R. Stokes (Trans World Radio) 

For brochure, s.a.e, Mr. M. Shallis, 

THE EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 
7 Dunheved Road North, Thornton Heath, Surrey, 

CR4 6AH 

LOWESTOFT 
This delightful resort has so much to offer, 

including good food, every comfort and 

fellowship at .•. 

THE MARLBOROUGH 
PROFESSOR ROBEIIT BOYD • C. A. JOYCE • DAVID WINTEII • DAVID PAWSON 
JOHN TATLOII • DEREK WOOD • And tho French Charcoal Artht Mllo.ANNII! 

CHRISTIAN HOTEL VALLOTTON. 

Snu may be reserved (without charge) for parties of 10 and over. 54 KIRKLEY CLIFF . PHONE 3 7 5 0 
Th• Orpnllln1 Secretary, Hlldenborou1h Hall, Otford HIiia. Sevenoaks, Kent. 

Brochure: Mr. and Mrs. E.W. PAYNE 

Tune to T.W.R. 205 metres., medium wave .. TUESDAYS 
11 p.m. 

41 metres., short wave., WEDNESDAYS 
8.15 a.m.; SATURDAYS .. 8.30 a.m. 

Pray for the 

LON DON 

EVANGELISTIC RALLY 

March 1969 

CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER 

SATURDAY, 29 MARCH, at 7 p.m. 

For full details and seat reservations 

write to : Way to Life Hour, Hai/sham, Sussex 
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A Stimulating Study of Our Lord's Life 

THE 

ORIGINAL 

JESUS 
by Otto Borchert D.D. 
TRANSLATED BY L. M. STALKER 

35/- net postage 4/6 extra 

'THE MAN who invented it would be more astonishing than its hero.' The author 

quotes these words from Rousseau as an indication of his purpose, which is to 

make credible the portrait of Jesus as it is presented to us in the Gospels. 

Both the offence and the beauty of that life are a witness to its uniqueness for 

it defies all the categories of human greatness and yet retains the impression of 

the 'most personal of all personalities'. To see Jesus as the Gospels portray Him 

is to be confronted with a challenge to accept Him as the Lord of all life and the 

Revealer of the Father. 'We cannot make any mistake about God after we have 

known Jesus.' 

'We advise all who can to read this stimulating contribution to the study of Our 

Lord's life .... It is reverent in thought, quite modern in its treatment, and 

entirely faithful to the Scriptures.'-The Churchman 

'The book is for "everyman" though scholars and literary men will be the first to 

appreciate the choice diction and wealth of reference and knowledge the author 

has at his service.'-British Weekly 

• 

"-w..,.--_ 

PICKERING & INGLIS LTD. 
26 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2 29 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 

PICKERING & INGLIS LTD., 26 Bocbwell Stree1, Glasaow, C.2. 
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