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Intelligent Worship and Service 
I . — I N T R O D U C T O R Y 

TH E R E is a general subject which occupies a very large 
part of the New Testament. We may rightly conclude, 
therefore, that the Holy Spirit, Who inspired the writers, 

attaches great importance to it. We also learn that it is very 
dear to the heart of Christ, and that it has a very prominent 
place in the purposes of God. It is essentially linked with the 
glory of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. As those who are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and have fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, the subject ought surely to have great 
importance to us and be of great interest. 

Yet there is a general tendency in recent years to neglect 
it. Attention has been concentrated on the preaching of the 
gospel, and on exhortation to individual godly walk, both of 
which are also matters of great importance. But the truths, 
responsibilities and privileges connected with the 'church\ and 
its aspects as the house of God and the body of Christ, have 
been of late too much in the background. 

The purpose of the gospel is not only that men may have 
their sins forgiven, walk uprightly and go to heaven, but that 
they may be added to the church, become members of the 
body of Christ, be built as living stones into a holy temple. 
Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it. He is the 
Head of His body, the church. The church is a habitation of 
God through the Spirit, and is growing into an holy temple in 
the Lord (Eph. v. 25-27; i. 22; ii. 20-22). It is by the church 
that the manifold wisdom of God is made known now to the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places (Eph iii. 10). 

Why has the teaching of Scripture on this great subject, so 
dear to the heart of Christ, been neglected ? One reason may 
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be that it has frequently been handled in the past as if it were 
a group of dry and dogmatic doctrines, and the glory of Christ 
which it so closely concerns, the blessedness, assurance, and 
joy of heart of the believer instructed in these truths, have 
been obscured. Beloved reader! there is food for the soul, en
couragement for the path, enlargement of understanding of 
the glories of Christ and of the purposes of God in the study of 
the subject. It will not hinder your zeal for soul-winning. It 
will not make you less circumspect in your conduct. The very 
contrary will be the result. Moreover you will find your love 
for all the saints increased, and you will understand better 
than before how to put into practice your relationship with all 
other christians. You will also find your thanksgivings and 
praises and worship enriched. 

The writer feels that perhaps another reason why the sub
ject has not been prominent recently is that, under the disguise 
of 'church truth', doctrines have been pressed which have re
sulted in divisions between Christians. The very reverse should 
be the case. Scriptural teaching as to the church should lead to unity, 
to a practical response on our part to the reiterated prayer of 
the Lord Jesus to His Father in John xvii, that 'they all might 
be one*. That this indeed may be the effect of this booklet 
through the gracious guidance of the Holy Spirit is the writer's 
most earnest prayer. 

A further reason for lack of interest may be the confusion 
caused by failure to distinguish things that differ. When con
sidering the teaching of Scripture as to the church in its differ
ent aspects, it is important to note the distinction between 
passages which deal with {a) the body of Christ; (b) the house 
of God; (c) coming together in the 'church'; and (d) individual 
walk, respectively. Further, some of these subjects are dealt 
with as God's work in one place, and as our responsibility in 
another. There is undoubtedly divine purpose in the fact that 
these matters are dealt with separately in Scripture, although, 
when one of them is the main subject, others are referred to 
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incidentally. The Holy Spirit has not seen fit to lead any of the 
apostles to write a single comprehensive epistle embodying 
every aspect of the truth of the church, and much confusion 
has frequently been caused by Christians well acquainted with 
the letter of Scripture endeavouring to cover all the ground. 
Let us acknowledge our incapacity to comprehend the whole 
range of the truth at any one time. 

Has there not also been a tendency to use phrases culled 
from the writings of our predecessors, and even from the 
Scriptures themselves, taken out of their proper connexion, 
and treated as if they were our exclusive property, and often 
quoted without any attempt at explaining their Scriptural 
basis ? The writer has several such phrases in mind which have 
been misused and have proved stumbling-blocks to many 
young believers: For example, 'gathered to the Name of the 
Lord'; 'gathered on the ground of the one body'; passages 
such as 2 Tim. ii. 20-22, etc. 

All these reasons may have contributed to the neglect and 
lack of interest as to the teaching of Scripture on the very im
portant subject of the 'church'. Reverting to the theme with 
which this article commenced, the 'church' is mentioned 
specifically over 100 times in all in seventeen out of the twenty-
seven books in the New Testament, besides frequent references 
to it as the body of Christ; as His bride; as the house of God, 
His habitation; the temple of God; and as the city, New 
Jerusalem. 

I I .—THE C H U R C H — I T S U N I T Y 

CU R R E N T usage in Christendom uses the word 'church' 
in many different ways, e.g. St. John's church (a material 
building); theWesleyan church (the company following 

the teaching of John Wesley); the Church of England (a 
national church); a career (in comparison with the army or 
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the navy). It need hardly be said that none of these senses of 
the word is found in Scripture. 

In New Testament times the Greek word translated 
'church' in the Authorised Version was in ordinary use for the 
assembly of freemen in a city called together to deal with the 
city's affairs (see Encyclopaedia Britannica or similar book of 
reference). It is used in this way in Acts xix. 32, 39, 41 for the 
concourse of citizens of Ephesus. Basically it may be under
stood as the freemen, called out (from their normal occupa
tion) and called together. Christ's church consists of those 
whom He has made free, has called out, and calls together. 

We find the word used in the New Testament in three 
ways, viz:— 

1. The whole company of believers from Pentecost (Acts 
ii) to the coming of the Lord for His own (1 Thess, iv, 
etc). 

2. The company of believers in a town, city, etc (e.g. 
1 Cor. i. 2, etc). 

3. All professing christians (true and otherwise) in a town, 
etc, regarded collectively (e.g. Rev. ii and iii). 

In this booklet the word will be used in these three senses 
according to the context, and may be replaced by the word 
'assembly' in order to emphasize the fact that it does not have 
the meanings in current usage as referred to earlier. Some in
deed habitually use the word 'assembly' in lieu of the word 
'church' because of the current misuses of the latter. But it 
seems undesirable to have a 'special language' not used in 
the familiar 'Authorised Version' or by christians generally. 
Also the word 'assembly' conveys the idea of a company 
actually gathered together physically, whereas 'church' is used 
in Scripture for all true believers in the Lord Jesus regarded 
as a unity, whether actually assembled together or not. 

The first mention of the church is when the Lord Jesus said 
'I will build My church'—not churches (Matt. xvi. 18). It is 
'by the church'—not churches—that the manifold wisdom of 
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God is now being displayed to principalities and powers in 
heavenly places. 'Christ loved the church and gave Himself 
for it.' He is sanctifying and cleansing it now, and will present 
it to Himself a glorious church (Eph. iii. 10; v. 25-27). 

These and similar passages make the UNITY of the church 
very evident in the thoughts of the Lord Jesus before its forma
tion began, and throughout its existence here on earth, until 
He presents it to Himself perfect in unity, a glorious church. 
Its unity, while the manifold wisdom of God is being made 
known in it, is realized by the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places. It is a blessed privilege and a triumph of grace 
that you and I, not by any merits of our own, but entirely 
through the efficacy of the atoning work of Christ, are included 
in this church which is the 'pearl of great price' in Christ's 
estimation, the object of His love for which He gaye Himself, 
His constant care. What thanksgiving and praise and worship 
are due from us to Him! It is humbling and stimulating, too, 
to remember that we are included in the church by which the 
manifold wisdom of God is being made known to principalities 
and powers in heavenly places. This demands watchfulness on 
our part that our conduct may be glorifying to God. 

Although the Greek word translated 'church' is once also 
used in the New Testament, and frequently in the Greek ver
sion (Septuagint) of the Old Testament, for the congregation 
of Israel (Acts vii. 38), in all other instances in the New Testa
ment the company to which the word applies is entirely 
distinct in character. Further, though those who had faith in 
God before the incarnation, death and resurrection of the 
Lord will be in heaven, they will be distinct from the church. 
The Lord's words to Peter in Matt. xvi. 18 should be enough 
to make this clear. ' I will build' is entirely future. 'On this 
rock' refers to the revelation from the Father that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (see also Rom. i. 3, 4). 

Bearing in mind that the Lord Jesus said ' / will build My 
church', the formation of local churches as the preaching and 
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teaching spread out from Jerusalem to Samaria, and then to 
the Gentile world, is very simply presented in the Acts. For 
instance, the believers in Jerusalem, except the apostles, were 
scattered abroad and went everywhere preaching the word. 
Philip preached Christ in Samaria. Peter and John followed, 
and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 
Then (after Saul was converted) the churches had rest through
out all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria. Nothing is recorded 
about any organization or formality. The gospel was preached 
and believed. The believers received the Holy Ghost. The 
church in the town or village became a fact (Acts viii. 1,4, 14, 
17, 25; ix. 31). There is a parallel series in Acts xiii. xiv. Paul 
and Barnabas preached the word in various places in what we 
now call Asia Minor, and as they retraced their steps they 
appointed elders in every church. 

While Scripture uses the word 'church' in a local sense, and 
refers to 'churches' as above, the unity of the church as a whole 
is also safeguarded. The local 'church' is not represented as an 
independent unity, but as the local expression of the whole 
church. The book of the Acts contains several examples of the 
links established and maintained between the different assem
blies. The converts in Samaria (Acts viii) did not receive the 
Holy Spirit until two aspostles had come from Jerusalem, had 
prayed for them, and had identified themselves with the 
Samaritan Christians by laying their hands on them. On the 
other hand the gift of the Holy Ghost was poured out upon 
the Gentiles converted at Caesarea, plainly linking them with 
all other believers having the gift of the Holy Ghost, before 
they had even been baptized and without any 'laying on of 
hands'. If in the former case the link between believers in 
Jerusalem and those in Samaria was by human agency (Peter and 
John), in the latter instance the link between those converted 
from among the Jews and from among the Gentiles respec
tively was from heaven without any human intermediary. There 
are many other ways in which the essential unity of the church 
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was manifested in the times of the apostles. The subject of 
unity will also be referred to when considering the church as 
the body of Christ. 

Before leaving this point, however, an example from the 
epistles is helpful. At Corinth a man (apparently truly a be
liever) was guilty of gross immorality, and was to be put away 
from among the company of believers, i.e. the local church. 
But the epistle is addressed not only to the local church, but to 
'all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord' and the exclusion of this man was effective accordingly. 
This passage is not referred to here in connexion with the sub
ject of discipline, but simply as showing, the bond of unity 
between the church at Corinth and the whole company of 
believers. 

The writer feels the need of pressing this subject of unity. 
He has recently come across the following passage in an other
wise helpful book: 'The New Testament teaches that while 
there is actually only one church there can be any number of 
local churches formed into various denominations and societies 
or councils. These local churches and denominational groups 
may be divided along racial lines, national lines, theological 
lines according to the temperament of their members.' Em
phatically, such teaching is not found in the New Testament. 
The denominations, societies, councils, groups and divisions 
according to temperament are the result of the activity of 
man's natural will in opposition to the uniting work of the 
Holy Spirit, and while the New Testament has many warn
ings against such things it has nothing to say in their justifica
tion. They are sadly dishonouring to the Lord. They have 
ruined the church's testimony to the unity so fully expressed 
in Eph. iv, to which further reference will be made in a later 
article. 

Nevertheless the Lord still sees and owns His church, com
prised of everyone who has heard and believed the gospel that 
Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the Living God died for our sins 
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according to the Scriptures, and was buried, and rose again 
the third day (see Matt. xvi. 18 and i Cor. xv. 3, 4). Not one 
will be left behind when He comes in the air with the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God (1 Thess, iv. 16, 17). 
All will be included in the church which He will present to 
Himself, glorious, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. 

From the various Scriptures already quoted it will be clear 
that the church has a distinctly heavenly character. Its future 
is heavenly blessing. Those who compose it have been given 
life together with Christ (Eph. ii. 5), a life that inseparably 
unites us with Him, and in the purposes of God we have been 
raised up together and made to sit together in the heavenlies 
in Christ Jesus. All this is in complete contrast with the earthly 
blessings promised to Israel, though all who died in faith be
fore Christ will undoubtedly also have their place in heaven, a 
different, but none dare say less blessed, place than that en-

.joyed by those who compose the church. 
As we dwell upon the place the church has in Christ's 

affections, the reality of its unity, and its heavenly character, 
we cannot fail to thank and praise and worship God that we 
have been brought into the church by His mercy and grace, 
and the 'great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins'. May this be so, and may our ways and our 
thoughts be moulded accordingly. 

I I I . — T H E C H U R C H — T H E ' H O U S E ' E T C 

IN considering the church in its kindred aspects as the 
'Temple', 'House', 'Habitation' of God, it will be helpful 
to bear in mind constantly the detailed instructions given 

by God Himself as to the Tabernacle, the first exposition of 
what His requirements are if He dwells among His people. In 
particular, in Exod. xxv. 8 and 22, God speaks of a Sanc
tuary, a Dwelling Place, and a Meeting Place. A Sanctuary 
is a place made holy and set apart for God Himself. It then 



INTELLIGENT WORSHIP AND SERVICE 9 

becomes a place for Him to dwell in, and, when you think of 
it, how could He dwell anywhere else but in a place holy and 
set apart for Himself? Thirdly it is a place for Him to meet His 
people. These three should be borne in mind constantly. 
There is no doubt that the 'tabernacle of the congregation', 
which literally translated is the 'tent of meeting', degenerated 
in the Israelites' minds from being the place where God in 
sovereign grace would meet His people to a place where the 
people met together. 

The fact that God desires to have a dwelling place on 
earth among His people is very wonderful. It ought to bow our 
hearts in reverence and worship. When there was only one 
man on earth, God brought the animals to him to name. When 
there were only one man and one woman God came down in 
the cool of the day into the garden. Sin interrupted communion 
between God and man, but God's gracious purpose did not 
change. 

Corresponding with the three aspects of the tabernacle 
the church is referred to in the New Testament as 'Temple', 
and as 'House of God', and also as a meeting or 'coming 
together'. Strictly speaking 'Temple' and 'House of God' can 
only be applied to those who have truly believed in Jesus and 
have been born again, are justified, and are indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit. The general subject is dealt with in i Cor. iii, 
and vi; Eph. ii. 20-22; 1 Tim.; 1 Pet. ii. 4-10. 

In 1 Cor. iii the emphasis is on the believer's responsibility. 
The apostle says to the church in Corinth 'Ye are God's build
ing' (i.e. built for God, not by God), and immediately speaks 
of the responsibility of those who build. Here it is plain that 
the evangelist, pastor and teacher may build into this building 
spurious material. The wood, hay and stubble seem to be those 
who have professed Christianity and come among Christians 
without real belief of the truth, though nominally on the 
foundation of Jesus Christ. He is the only true foundation^ the 
Christ Who died for pur sins according to the Scriptures, an4 
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was buried and rose again the third day, the One Who is 
coming, the One Who must reign. What care is called for in 
the presentation of the gospel and the truths of Scripture so 
that the hearers are not misled into thinking they are safe when 
they are still lost! There is much of this character around us 
today. Many think they are safe for eternity because they have 
been christened, confirmed, go to church, live upright lives, 
etc. They are Christians by profession, but a solemn responsi
bility rests upon those who have built them into what pro
fesses to be the church, 'God's building'. 

The solemnity of this leads to the next point in i Cor. iii. 
The church in Corinth (and all who call upon the Name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord) are 'the temple of God', and the Spirit 
of God dwells in them. But defilement destroys the character 
of a temple—when defiled it ceases to be a temple. In the 
Greek, the word 'defile' is here the same as 'destroy', so com
pletely are the two things regarded as one and the same. 

If defilement is found to exist in the company of Christians 
—as in fact it did exist in Corinth—what then is to be done? 
In chapter v the Spirit of God uses the disgraceful case in 
Corinth to teach the right way to deal with it. 'A little leaven 
leavens the whole lump', so it must not be treated with in
difference, but must be purged out. The last sentence of the 
chapter says concisely 'put away from among yourselves that 
wicked person'. To fail to do so would, according to chapter 
iii, destroy the 'temple' character of the company of Christians 
in Corinth. But it is well known that 'leaven' in Scripture is a 
type of evil. Are we therefore to scrutinize carefully all our 
fellow-believers, and to put away every one in whom we see, 
or think we discern, evil ? The Spirit of God carefully guards 
against such a pharisaic thought by giving a list (v. 11) of the 
types of moral evildoers to be put away. 

Bearing on this point is the matter of doctrinal evil which 
is similarly described as 'leaven' (Gal. v. 9). The character of 
such doctrine is that 'Christ shall profit you nothing* (verse2), 
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'Christ is become of no effect unto you' (verse 4). The parti
cular instance was the teaching that it was necessary for a 
believer in the Lord Jesus to keep the law of Moses in order 
to be justified in the sight of God. We should test the teaching 
we hear and our own 'views' (for want of a better word) by 
whether they detract from the Person or the work of Christ, 
and one who maintains doctrines which do so should be dealt 
with on parallel lines to 1 Cor. v. Again, however, let us not 
expand this Scripture to cover every form of teaching which 
differs from what we hold ourselves. 

Both in 1 Cor. v and Gal. v the ultimate repentance and 
restoration of the man concerned is in view—see 2 Cor. ii. 
and Gal. vi. 1. How easily we can overlook this! 

Still dealing with the theme of a 'temple', the apostle Paul, 
by the Spirit of God, addressed the Corinthians (and you arid 
me) individually, for the state of the local company of Christians 
as a temple depends on the state of the individuals compos
ing it. 'Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own. . . . For 
ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body' (Chap. vi. 19, 20). Bearing in mind that defilement 
destroys the temple character, this challenge might lead us to 
despair, for none can say they are free from defilement by evil 
thoughts and otherwise. We can well thank God that He 
knows all about us and our failures. He has given us a list of 
things the practice of which might bar us from inheriting the 
Kingdom of God in an earlier verse, and has reminded us 
'but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God* 
(Chap. vi. 9, 10, 11). This perfectly meets our need, so let us 
examine ourselves, seek to cleanse ourselves, and glorify God 
in our bodies. 

It is clear from these chapters in 1 Cor. that discipline (i.e. 
dealing with evil in a godly way) is a necessity in the Temple 
or House aspect of the church. The 'putting away' of one 
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'though he is called a brother' for stated forms of moral or 
doctrinal evil is scriptural, and is not, of course, inconsistent 
with the truths of the unity of the body, and of the relation
ship of all the members of the body to one another, which are 
dealt with in i Cor. xii, and will be the subject of the next 
section of this booklet. 

In Eph. ii. 20-22 the Temple and Habitation aspects of the 
church are presented to us as what God is doing, not from the 
point of view of our responsibility as in 1 Cor. Gentiles walked 
in time past according to the course of this world, under the 
power of Satan. They were without hope and without God in 
the world. Jews were by nature children of wrath even as the 
rest. Both Jews and Gentiles were dead in sins. Now, being 
saved by God's grace through faith, both are fellow-citizens, 
'and of the household of God; and are built upon the founda
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 
the chief cornerstone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom 
ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit' (Chap. ii. 19-22). 

Here, in the first place, the Temple is foreseen growing 
until it is entire and perfect, composed of all the believers from 
Pentecost to the Rapture, a holy dwelling place for God. 
Secondly, the company of believers, in Ephesus were, at the 
time the apostle was writing to them, a habitation of God 
through the Spirit. The building, regarded as the work of God, 
or of Christ, or of the Holy Spirit, is fitly framed together, and 
above all criticism. This work begun at Pentecost is still going 
on, and at any time until the Rapture the saints are a habita
tion of God through the Spirit both universally and in their 
actual locality. On the other hand, as we have seen, when the 
building is looked at from the point of view of our responsi
bility there is failure, and evil has to be dealt with. It is im
portant to distinguish these two different aspects. 

The apostle Peter (1 Pet. ii. 4-10), by the Holy Spirit, 
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brings before us certain other points. Those who are redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ (Chap. i. 19) and are born 
again by the word of God (i. 23) are, as living stones, built up 
a spiritual house, the Lord Himself being the chief corner
stone. Here we see a close parallel with Eph. i. 20. The apostle 
Peter then tells us we are a holy, and later a royal, priesthood 
—to exercise our priestly service of offering up spiritual sacri
fices acceptable to God by Christ Jesus, and to show forth the 
praises (better, 'excellencies') of Him Who hath called us out 
of darkness into His marvellous light. Thus we are not only the 
building of living stones, but also the priests who, in the 
building, have services to render to God and to man. 

Finally in 1 Tim. instructions are given how we as indi
viduals ought to behave ourselves in the House of God (Chap, 
iii. 15). Men, women, those capable of overseeing the saints, 
those who serve the saints, their wives, those who are depen
dent, the younger women, the older men and women, the 
slaves, the rich—all are dealt with from this point of view. 
Seemly behaviour in God's house is pressed upon us all. 

It is wondrous grace that God should have a dwelling 
place on earth today, when we remember the evil state of the 
world around us. It is wonderful too that you and I, who were 
children of wrath, even as the rest, should be incorporated into 
a holy temple in the Lord. We cannot fully understand it all, 
but we accept what the Scriptures say. We know individually 
we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. We know that, when 
gathered to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, He Himself is 
in our midst. We know too that collectively we are a habita
tion of God through the Spirit. Well may we offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God by Christ Jesus, and show forth 
His virtues. May the Holy Spirit help us to do so for God's 
glory! May we also respond to our responsibilities to keep the 
'Temple' undefiled both as individuals and collectively. 
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IV.—THE CHURCH—THE BODY OF CHRIST 

THE aspect of the church as the body of Christ was 
specifically made known by revelation to the apostle 
Paul (Eph. iii). He speaks of it in the epistles to the 

Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians, and Colossians. The body 
consists of all who are truly Christ's from Pentecost (Acts ii), 
to the Lord's coming in the air (i Thess, iv) and none else. 
The term is not used in a wider sense to include those who only 
profess to be Christians. The unity of the church, referred to 
in the previous section, finds its most emphatic expression in 
the one body. 

The term 'body' is used in common parlance today for any 
company united by a common purpose, however much the 
individuals may be disunited in every other respect. Men talk 
of 'the body politic', 'the various Nonconformist bodies', etc. 
The word 'member' implies membership of a body, but is 
applied very loosely today to an individual in an association 
or company of any kind—for example 'a member of the Ship
wrights' Union', 'a member of St. John's church', 'a member 
of our meeting', etc, etc. Most of us are guilty of using the word 
in a limited or partial sense. But in the Scriptures a member is 
an intrinsic part of the body of Christ, just as one's finger is an 
intrinsic part of one's natural body. It is not a part of the body 
in some respects or at certain times only, and a part of some
thing else, or an independent unit, in other respects or at other 
times. So it is with members of the body of Christ. 

It is also often forgotten that a body without a head is 
lifeless. The body which we are now considering is united 
inseparably to its Head, Who is none other than Christ, raised 
from the dead and seated in heavenly places at the right hand 
of God, the Father of glory (Eph. i. 17-23). As one writer has 
said: 'so intimate is the unity that the whole organic spiritual formation 
is described in 1 Cor, xii. 12 as "the Christ".9 
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It was previously pointed out that the term 'church' in 
Scripture is used of the whole redeemed company from Pente
cost to the Rapture, and also of the local company in a city 
or town. The term 'body' is not used of the local company, as 
a body is not complete without all its members. I Cor. xii. 27 
may seem to say otherwise, but the epistle is addressed to 'the 
church of God which is at Corinth—with all that in every place 
call upon the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord'. The most that 
can be said of a local church from this point of view is that it 
represents the body of Christ in character. 

The four epistles already named set out different lines of 
teaching about the one body. In Rom. xii the Spirit of God 
instructs us that as one body in Christ we are members one 
of another, but all members have not the same office (func
tion). Each should therefore think of himself soberly as one of 
many members, and should carry out his office diligently and 
effectively according to its particular character. 

This subject is dealt with more fully in 1 Cor. xii. First, 
we do not have to—nor can we—join this body, but those who 
are saved are all baptized by one Spirit into one body (v. 13) 
—this is true of every believer in the Lord Jesus. It is not de
pendent on feelings or knowledge, but a fact, the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Each member has his own function in the body, 
and God has set the members every one of them in the body as 
it hath pleased Him (v. 18). Each member should recognize 
and honour the others, recognizing also that God has tem
pered the body together so that there should be no schism in 
the body, but that the members should have the same care one 
for another (v. 25). 

The passage also shows the diversity of functions of the 
various members of the body of Christ, but reminds us that 
it is the Spirit Who has baptized us into that body, that it is God 
Who has determined the function of each member in the body, 
and it is God Who has fitted us together. No member should 
think he himself is unimportant, still less that another is un-
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necessary. The gifts that follow in verses 28 to 31 are cited, in 
the first place, as illustrating the variety of functions of mem
bers of the body, leading on to that more excellent way than 
coveting even the best gifts, the love (charity) that every 
member of the body may have in activity one towards an
other. 

How clear it is that none of us has any right to find fault 
with the position he has in the Body of Christ or with the 
function allotted to Him to perform in the Body. Nor has he 
any right to question the position or function of any other 
member. God has set the members in the Body as it hath 
pleased Him. We may well examine ourselves, however, as to 
how we are carrying out our own functions and how we are 
using our gifts. It is also important to remember that the 
teaching as to the House and Temple precedes in 1 Corinth
ians the teaching as to the 'one body*. 

In Ephesians the body is first presented as the 'fulness' of 
the risen exalted Christ Who filleth all in all. The Greek word 
translated 'fulness5 is translated 'that which is put in to fill up' 
(Matt. ix. 16), 'piece that filled up* (Mark ii. 21). We may say 
therefore, with no irreverence, that the church which is His 
body is essential to the risen exalted Christ, its Head. How 
wonderfully the subject of the body is introduced in this 
epistle! In chapters ii. and iii. the grand truth that Jews who 
'were by nature the children of wrath, even as others', and 
Gentiles 'having no hope and without God in the world', 
might be reconciled unto God in one body by the cross (ii. 3, 
12, 16)—a mystery in other ages not made known but now 
revealed (iii. 5). It is the work of God 'by the blood of Christ', 
'by the cross', and the expressions 'in Christ Jesus', 'through 
Christ Jesus', 'by the Spirit' characterize these chapters. The 
power, mercy, love, grace, kindness, wisdom and eternal pur
pose of God have been manifested. What a subject this is for 
our contemplation, leading to adoring thanksgiving and wor
ship, and to the desires expressed in the prayer of the apostle 
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at the end of chapter iii, to which surely we may add our 
hearty amens. 

A practical exhortation follows in chapter iv. Then the 
sevenfold divine unity, which includes the unity of the body, 
indestructible, eternal, is brought before us. The development of 
the body follows. Apostles and prophets were given to com
municate the mind of God. Evangelists use the gospel so com
municated to add to the body. Pastors and teachers build up 
the members of the body. There is growth, continuing until 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ is reached, 
when (we conclude) the body and the Head will be united in 
heaven. Meanwhile, from the Head in heaven, 'the whole 
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love'(Eph. iv. 16). 

In Colossians the references to the body are specially con
nected with the Headship of Christ. The Head is the Source 
of all nourishment for the body (ii. 19). Our responsibility is to 
hold the Head, and not to attempt to get nourishment, unity, 
or increase from ritual, the rudiments of the world, or the 
commandments and doctrines of men. 

Thus in the four epistles, each of which speaks of the 'one 
body', the Spirit of God brings before us the relationship of 
all the members to one another; the sovereign working of God, 
of the Holy Spirit and of Christ in the formation, development, 
and full growth of the body; its place, united to the Head in 
His exalted supremacy; and the dependence of the members 
on the Head for the supply of all needed nourishment, knit
ting together and increase. 

The passages referred to above have only been outlined. 
There is very much more to learn from them. It will also be 
necessary to refer to the unity of the body when the 'coming 
together' of believers in assembly character to break bread or 
for other purposes is under consideration. 
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Study and occupation with these wonderful truths ought 
to have four practical results in us, viz:— 

(a) The evangelist will find increased incentive to spread 
the gospel in the knowledge that the Head is using him 
to add to the members of His body. The pastors and 
teachers will be encouraged to persevere in their ser
vice by the fact that they are being used for the growth 
and health of their fellow-members. The members not 
possessing such gifts will nevertheless be more zealous 
in carrying out their particular functions in the body 
as they remember that God has set them in the body as it 
hath pleased Him, and that 'the whole body—according 
to the effectual working in the increase of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself 
in love'(Eph. iv. 16). 

(b) Each of us will have more respect, honour and love 
towards all our fellow-members. 

(c) A more heavenly character will be reproduced in our 
daily lives by subjection to our risen Head in heaven. 

(d) We shall find increasing matter for our thanksgiving, 
praise and worship to God the Father and to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

May God grant that these results may be produced more 
and more in writer and readers. 

V . — T H E C H U R C H 
T H E M E E T I N G PLACE—A 

PR E V I O U S sections have considered the Church in its 
aspects as 'The Sanctuary' (or temple), and 'House of 
God' and as the 'Body of Christ'. These will be referred to 

again in considering the third aspect of God's dwelling place 
on earth, namely the 'Meeting Place' of God with His people. 
In view of the many different companies all claiming divine 
sanction for their churches, chapels and halls, what has Scrip
ture to teach about this 'meeting place' if there is one on earth 
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today? The basic truth is found in the Gospels, practical 
examples in Acts, and teaching in i Corinthians. 

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples: 'Where two or three 
are gathered together in My Name there am I in the midst' 
(Matt, xviii. 20). This is the foundation truth of the meeting 
place of God (in the Person of the Lord Jesus) and His people 
in the present dispensation. The meeting place (as is well 
known) is no longer a 'temple made with hands', such as the 
tabernacle in the wilderness, or Solomon's, or Herod's, 
temple. Nor is it in a geographical position, i.e. the camp of 
Israel, or Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus meets with His people 
wherever and whenever they come together in His Name, 
whether they be 'two or three' or thousands, and whether they 
meet as individuals for prayer, etc, or come together 'in the 
church' ('churchwise', to invent a word), the latter being the 
subject under present consideration. But the verse has become 
so familiar, and has been used so thoughtlessly, that it seems 
necessary to consider it carefully and in detail, using other 
Scriptures to reveal its deeper meanings. 

First, 'in My Name' has specific importance. One trans
lator gives 'unto' My Name as more accurate, and a com
parison of other passages where the same preposition is used 
after the verb 'gather' in the Greek confirms that 'unto', 'into' 
or 'to' conveys the sense more accurately than 'in' (see John 
xi. 52; Rev. xvi. 14, 16). The disciples addressed would be 
familiar with the general idea of going to the place where the 
Lord had put His Name, for that is a frequent description of 
Jerusalem in the Old Testament (Deut, xii, xvi, three times 
in each, etc). Moreover Jeremiah iii. 17 foretells the time when 
Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the Lord; 'and all the 
nations shall be gathered unto it, to the Name of the Lord, to 
Jerusalem'. From such Scriptures we gather that it was be
cause the Lord had chosen to place His Name there that Jeru
salem was exclusively the centre of gathering for Israel, and 
will be also for the nations in the millennium. It will be re-
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men^bered that even when the kingdom became divided 
politically after the death of Solomon, Jerusalem still remained 
the one and only city * which I have chosen Me to put My 
Nan*e there' (i Kings xi. 36). The rival altar set up by Jero
boam in Bethel as a matter of expediency and convenience 
was disowned by God (Chap. xiii. 2). Correspondingly if 
Christians gather to the Name of the Lord they cannot 
simultaneously acknowledge any other centre ofgathering. 

61 many companies of" Christians today, it is fne speciaf 
teaching of some particular man, or a special form of ritual, 
or even a special collection of bricks and stone and mortar that 
has drawn them together. It may even be simply custom or 
routine. We all need to examine ourselves honestly to be sure 
that it is His Name alone which has drawn us together. 

Secondly, the Lord says simply 'where . . .', i.e. where-
evers no defined geographical location. He made it very clear 
that the temple and Jerusalem would be set aside as a centre 
when he told the Jews 'your house is left unto you desolate' 
(Matt, xxiii. 38), no longer owning it to be the house of the 
Loni, and He told His disciples that not one stone of the 
tem^i e should be left upon another (Matt. xxiv. 2). 

Turning to other Gospels for parallel lessons, in Luke xvii. 
I I - * 9 , one of the ten lepers, instead of going to the priests at 
the temple, where he would have been required to offer 
sacrifice, etc, according to the law, instinctively turned back 
to tlie Lord Jesus Himself, glordified God, worshipped at the 
Lord's feet, and gave Him thanks. The Lord accepted his 
worship and said 'where are the nine ?' implying that the man 
was right in ignoring the temple and coming to Him, and that 
the others should have done the same. This incident is re
corded after the Lord had said 'your house, etc*. (Luke xiii. 
35)- In the gospel of John (Chap, iv) the Lord said to the 
won^an at the well, 'the hour cometh . . . when ye shall 
neither in this mountain nor yet at Jerusa/em worship the 
Father , , . the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
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spirit and in truth*. These passages show how completely a 
material or geographical centre had been abandoned. 

Further, the Lord says 'two or three*—the minimum that 
could be gathered together. Nowhere else has He sanctioned 
any other way of gathering. This will be amplified later 
when considering I Corinthians. 

It may be that the disciples failed to understand the mean-
ing of Matt, xviii. 20 until the day of Pentecost. We read how
ever twice in John xx. that the disciples were gathered to
gether on the first day of the week. Can we not say it was love 
and devotion to the Lord Jesus that had brought them to
gether ? Jesus came and stood in the midst, thus visibly con
firming His promise. Again, fifty days later, the disciples were 
all with one accord in one place, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, God the Holy Spirit surely meeting them 
there. These three incidents have the character of fulfilment of 
the Lord's promise. 

Immediately after the wonderful day of Pentecost, how
ever, it seems clear that the meaning of Matt, xviii. 20 was 
understood. Those who believed 'continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers'. 'All that believed were together'. 'Breaking 
bread at home' (Acts ii. 41-46, and see margin of A.V., also 
Dean Alford, J.N.D., etc). Here it may be pointed out that 
the expression 'breaking bread' is used for the Lord's Supper 
in Acts in distinction from 'eating their meat' or 'taking meat' 
which refers to ordinary meals. 'At home' showed they no 
longer regarded the temple or any other particular building 
as an essential centre. Thus these early disciples acted simply 
in accordance with the Lord's words. 

Subsequently, 'churches' in Judaea, Samaria, Asia Minor 
and Europe, resulting from the preaching of the gospel, com
bined the character of Temple, Dwelling Place and Meeting 
Place. It is to one such (Corinth) that the apostle writes 'ye 
are the temple of God, etc,' 'in the Name of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ', (i Cor. iii. 16, v. 4). 

In what building then should the church today gather to 
the Lord's Name with Him in the midst? The answer surely 
is—any building, anywhere, and at any time. We read of 
churches in the houses of Aquila and Priscilla (I Cor. xvi. 19); 
Nymphas (Col. iv. 15); and Philemon (Phi. 2). If a public 
building is used, that is merely a matter of convenience. The 
material building cannot claim to be God's house, and has no 
sanctity in itself. The important matter is whether the 
Christians who meet there gather to the Name of the Lord 
Jesus. If so, He is faithful to His promise, and His Presence 
makes the gathering a holy place. 

The writer trusts the foregoing, especially the various 
Scriptures referred to, will throw further light on the basic 
truth as to where the Lord meets His people in this present 
day. Diligence is called for lest this true centre of gathering 
becomes displaced in our minds by custom, routine, the 
thought of meeting one another, or the idea that a particular 
church, chapel, or hall constitutes the meeting place. If it is 
not His Name alone which draws us together we cannot be 
assured of His meeting us there. We know Him as very graci
ous and compassionate towards our ignorance and weakness, 
but we have no right to presume upon His grace if we neglect 
His own words. 

V I . — T H E M E E T I N G PLACE—B 

IN the preceding section on this subject Matt.xviii. 20 was 
under consideration as the basic truth about the 'meeting 
place' of God (in the Person of the Lord Jesus) with His 

people in these days. Teaching concerning the church in this 
character of'meeting place' is given to us in 1 Corinthians. 

The church (that is, the company of Christians regarded 
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collectively) in Corinth resulted from the preaching of Paul. 
Many heard, believed and were baptized. Later they were 
much helped by Apollos, an eloquent man, mighty in the 
Scriptures, instructed in the way of the Lord (see Acts xviii). 
In their early simplicity they were truly a company called out 
from Judaism and idolatry, and gathered together in the unity 
of the faith. But various forms of error arose among them, and 
the apostle was inspired by the Spirit of God to write I Corin
thians to teach them (and us) what ought to characterize those 
who gather together churchwise in order that such a gather
ing might be the place where the Lord is pleased to meet His 
people! The very same evils which were incipient in the church 
at Corinth are found in full activity among professing 
Christians today. 

The early chapters of this epistle deal largely, though not 
exclusively with the individual's state of soul, for the company 
cannot be suitable for God's presence if the individuals are 
not. Then chapters xi to xiv in particular deal with 'when ye 
come together in the church (churchwise)', see xi. 18, xiv. 23, 
etc. 

It is not the purpose of this booklet to take up in detail the 
exhortations addressed to believers as individuals, but a brief 
(and imperfect) summary is as follows. There should be no 
thought of following man, but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
the Son of God, to Whose fellowship we were called, should 
have the pre-eminent place. While profiting by the ministry, 
and recognizing the servants whom the Spirit of God is using, 
the servants are not to be made, in fact or in thought, leaders 
of parties (chaps i andiii). Natural intelligence is to be sub
ordinated to the authority of the Holy Spirit (Chap. ii). Oc
cupations, conduct and recreations are to be tested whether 
they are for God's glory (Chaps, v, vi, vii and x). All con
ceptions of God not found in Scripture are to be rejected as 
idolatrous (Chaps, viii., x.). These truths, and muchmore affect
ing each individual, are dealt with, and the reader's attention is 
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drawn to 'Hethatglorieth (boasteth), let him glory in the Lord5. 
(i. 31); 'we have the mind of Christ' (ii. 16); 'let no man glory 
in men' (iii. 21); 'ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body' (vi. 20). One who believes in the Lord 
Jesus with childlike faith would answer to these with sim
plicity of heart, but we live in a day when human reasoning, 
compromise and infidel doubts are thrust upon us and may 
awaken a response in our deceitful hearts. The teaching in 
these early chapters was consequently never more needed than 
today. 

Resuming the subject of the local church as the meeting 
place of God with His people, it is necessary to point out that 
if the local gathering is to be a 'meeting place' it must first be 
a Sanctuary or 'Temple'. That is the divine order in Exod. 
xxv, and also in this Epistle. If moral or doctrinal evil arises 
in the gathering it must be purged out in a scriptural way as 
taught in 1 Cor. v and Gal. v (see Section III) . The power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to judge and deal with such evil is avail
able for those gathered in His Name (Chap. v. 4). If these 
Scriptures are not obeyed the whole local company concerned 
becomes 'leavened* by association with the 'wicked person'. 
It is appalling to assume for a moment that the Lord will meet 
His people (unless as Judge—see Rev. i) in a company where 
evil of this character is permitted: for defilement destroys the 
'temple' character of the company. 

Again, the communion, or bond of fellowship, between all 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ on earth without exception, 
which is involved in the unity of the church, is to be acknow
ledged and borne in mind. This matter has been dealt with 
in some detail in Sections II and IV, but is referred to because 
it has direct and important bearing on the characteristics of a 
local company of believers viewed as the meeting place of the 
Lord with His people. Consistent with this truth, a man put 
away as a wicked person according to chapter v. would be 
excluded from all faithful companies of believers elsewhere. 
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He would not have an 'epistle of commendation' (see 2 Cor. iii). 
If however he was truly a believer, he left an empty seat, as it 
were, until he was restored, as we learn in 2 Cor., and 
although he was put away, the company was still to acknow
ledge the truth of the one body, expressed in the one loaf at the 
Lord's supper (see 1 Cor. x. 16, 17). 

Detailed teaching follows in 1 Cor. xi to xiv as to coming 
together for the breaking of bread, for edification, exhortation 
and comfort, and for prayer, praise and thanksgiving. This 
teaching covers the conduct of women in the assembly (xi. 
3-16, xiv. 34, 35), the conduct of all at the Lord's supper 
(xi. 18-34), t n e allocation of gifts by the Spirit 'to every man' 
in the assembly, the purposes for which the gifts are given, the 
control and exercise of the gifts, etc. In order that all may be 
impressed with the authority of the whole passage the apostle 
wrote at the end of this section of the epistle, 'If any man 
think himself to be a prophet or spiritual let him acknowledge 
that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of 
the Lord'. Can we assume the Lord's presence if His com
mandments are flouted ? How important all these matters are 
in connexion with the aspect of the local assembly as the place 
where the Lord meets with His people. 

The first point to which it is desired to draw attention is the 
fact that this section of the epistle begins and ends with the 
conduct of women in the assembly. The two passages are so 
simple and clear that it seems unnecessary to enlarge upon 
them, but in practice today there is a growing tendency in 
many denominations to evade, or even to disregard, them on 
the plea that circumstances are different. Such a reason could 
be advanced to overturn almost any Scripture, and is a denial 
of the eternal and settled character of the Word of God. A high 
ecclesiastical authority (in the eyes of men) has even recently 
referred to Chap. xiv. 34, as 'a ruling of the apostle Paul', and 
has advocated the 'licensing' of women to preach in 'churches', 
jn the face of verse 34. The reader must judge for himself 
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whether a company gathered in such circumstances can as
sume that the Lord will meet His people there. 

V I I . — P R E S E N T - D A Y A P P L I C A T I O N S 

IT remains to consider the teaching connected with the 
purposes for which believers should gather in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus with Himself present in their midst. In 

i Cor. xi. to xiv. these are threefold, viz: for the Lord's 
Supper, for edification, exhortation and comfort, and for 
prayer, praise and thanksgiving. 

The Lord's Supper is brought before us (Chap. xi. 20 to 
end) in the simplicity of its institution by the Lord Himself. It 
is to be kept reverently and after self-examination, but without 
ceremonial or ritual. There are passing references to the 
earlier part of the epistle, i.e. to 'divisions' (verse 18), and to 
appropriate conduct (verses 27-34). ^so the bond of com
munion, the unity of the whole church, which is associated 
with the one loaf before it is broken, has previously been 
brought to our attention (Chap. x. 5-17). The occasion is not 
one for the exercise of gifts, which are dealt with later in the 
epistle. All is extremely simple in contrast with the ceremonial 
set up by so many companies of Christians these days. 

The historical aspect of this simple memorial of the Lord 
Jesus is given in the Acts. The sequel to the preaching on the 
day of Pentecost, and the wonderful conversions, was that those 
'that gladly received his (Peter's) word . . . continued sted-
fastly in . . . the breaking of bread' (Acts ii. 41, 42). Later 
we read of Paul being at Troas (Acts xvi. 8-10) where he 
preached Christ's gospel (2 Cor. ii. 12) and then going on to 
Greece. On the return journey certain companions of Paul 
preceded him to Troas where he joined them for seven days. 
There upon the first day of the week the disciples came 
together to break bread (Acts xx. 5-7). It can surely be con
cluded, from the simple directness of all these passages? that 
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the remembrance of the Lord Jesus in the breaking of bread 
was the happy privilege of all the converts. The need for the 
teaching in the first ten chapters of I Corinthians had not then 
arisen, but it requires little consideration of present conditions 
in Christendom to realize how much the teaching is needed 
today (see previous section). 

Before coming together in the Lord's Presence for 'edifica
tion, exhortation and comfort' is dealt with, the Holy Spirit 
through the Apostle teaches us the diversities of gifts given to 
the various members of the Body of Christ (Chap, xii). It is 
now desired to draw attention to certain points in this 
chapter. 'The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal' (verse 7). All the gifts are operated by 'that 
one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
He will' (verse 11). Further, chapter xiii. is interposed between 
xii and xiv to teach us a more excellent way than coveting 
the best gifts. Love—not natural affection for one another, 
but that character of love which is the divine nature, for 'God 
is love'—is to characterize all the relationships of the members 
of the body of Christ and the activities of their varied gifts. 

Chapter xiv exhorts us to desire 'that ye may prophesy' 
(verse 1), and 'he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 
edification and exhortation and comfort' (verse 3). Prophesy
ing is distinct from teaching. As is generally known it is not 
necessarily concerned with future events, even in the Old 
Testament. In the early days of the church, before the New 
Testament was written, the prophets received from the Holy 
Spirit Himself direct the messages they were to deliver to the 
saints (e.g. see Acts xiii. 1,2). Today we have the whole of the 
Scriptures, but the distinction between prophet and teacher 
remains. A teacher speaks from his accumulated knowledge 
of the truth (he has the word of knowledge—Chap. xii. 8), and 
can teach as long as his reservoir of knowledge can be drawn 
upon. A prophet speaks the message from the Scriptures given 
him by the Holy Spirit for the moment, suited for the actual 
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people present and the actual circumstances at the time. 
How important such ministry is! 

This brings us to a very important point. In chapters xi 
to xiv. which, as already pointed out, deal with the gatherings 
of believers 'in the church', or 'churchwise', there is no sug
gestion of any humanly devised organization or control of the 
exercise of the gifts given 'to every man severally'. The control 
is seen to be by the Holy Spirit of God. Each prophet for 
instance is to be so subject to the Holy Spirit that he has his 
own spirit under control, keeping silence when he should. 
Subjection to the Holy Spirit should be so real that if anything 
be revealed to another that sitteth by the speaker should be 
aware of it and should stop speaking (verse 30). If he speaks 
he is to use words easy to be understood, and to speak to 
profit. Two or three may speak (consecutively) on any one 
occasion (verse 29), but, far from the idea that speaking should 
be confined to one man or to certain pre-arranged individuals, 
the apostle writes 'ye m a Y all prophesy one by one that all may 
learn and all may be comforted' (verse 31). 

There was evidently disorder in Corinth which necessitated 
instruction. The apostle explains how he controls his own gifts 
so that they may only be exercised profitably (verses 6, 15, 
19). Nowhere, however, is there a suggestion of organization 
or ritual, one man ministry or a chairman, to prevent disorder. 
All chapter xiv. is in view of chapter xii. 4-7. All the gifts are 
given by the one same Spirit, to be used under the authority 
of the one same Lord, and the results are brought about by the 
one same God. God is not the author of confusion (xiv. 33). 
The right way to correct disorder is not to restrict the activity 
of the Spirit by human means, but to be fully subject to the 
Spirit's control. 

The substance of these chapters does not only apply to 
those who speak. Every individual when the church is gathered 
together should be controlled in thought by the Holy Spirit, 
and if there is a failure, such as a speaker being active in the 
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flesh and not in the Spirit, it may be that the Holy Spirit has 
been grieved and hindered by one or more in the company. 

Among the characteristics therefore of the local church (or 
assembly) in its aspect as the meeting place of the Lord with 
His people should be that:— 

They are gathered to His name (Matt, xviii. 20); 
They are undefiled individually and collectively by moral 

or doctrinal evil as defined in Scripture (1 Cor. v. 11 ;Gal. v. 2,4); 
They recognize in practice the truth of the one body (1 

Cor. x. 16, 17 and xii); 
The Holy Spirit is unhindered in controlling the exercise 

of the gifts He has given to every man in the assembly (1 Cor. 
xii and xiv). 

Looking around on Christian companies today, where are 
these things to be found ? It is a day of failure and of small 
things, but the Word of God abides. It is still possible, though 
in a remnant way, to gather together in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus, to have Him in the midst and the Holy Spirit unhin
dered to use whom He will in prayer, praise and thanks
giving, and for edification, exhortation and comfort. But it is 
only possible if the 'temple' character of the individuals and 
of the company is maintained, and the unity of the body of 
Christ is also firmly recognized. The blessedness of being so 
gathered is beyond comparison, and only in this way can the 
Lord Himself be offered the highest praise and worship of 
which His people are capable while here on earth. 

Today Christians are split up into various companies, 
sects and denominations. The differences in doctrine, organi
zation or ceremonial were considered at one time to justify 
separation between Christian and Christian. The differences 
still exist in fact, and their existence is sinful and dishonouring 
to the Lord. To ignore them under the plea of broadminded-
ness or tolerance is to condone what is evil. Scripture approves 
only two ways of dealing with evil; either to confess, judge and 
abandon it (the man put away in 1 Corinthians and restored 
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in 2 Corinthians is an example) or to separate from it (2 Tim. ii). 
In writing of the church in these various ways—its unity, 

its aspects as the Body of Christ, the House of God, His 
Sanctuary, His Dwelling Place, and His Meeting Place with 
His people, the writer has endeavoured to keep in mind the 
points mentioned at the beginning, viz: the prominence given 
to this subject in the New Testament, the place the church 
has in the affections of Christ, the fact that the church is 
essentially linked with His glory, and the fact, too, that by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God is now being displayed to 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places. May God 
grant that the Christian reader may find in the study of the 
subject food for the soul, encouragement for the path, enlarge
ment of understanding of the glories of Christ and of the pur
poses of God, increased zeal for soul-winning, increased love 
for all saints, a better understanding how to put into practice 
his relationship with all other Christians, and incentive to 
greater circumspection in his conduct, and above all, enrich
ment of his praise and worship. 

Printed by W. & J. Mackay & Co Ltd, Chatham 


