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FOREWORD 

"THE PATMOS VISIONS," a recent volume by Mr. Philip 
Mauro, treating of the book of Revelatwn in considera

ble detail, and_ widely heralded as of much value to the 
student of prophecy, calls for careful consid�ration. 

It purports to correct certain defec.ts in the Historical 

view of the Apocalypse, and _to show good reason for re
jecting entirely the Futurist interpretation. Such a result, 
if warranted by the evidence, would be of very far reach

ing consequences in the understandin.g of Scripture, espe
ciaUy of the Old Testament. This makes the matter one 
of serious import. 

I have endeavored to care fully examine this system of 

teaching, and the reasons advanced for parting with 

prophetic views lo.ng cherished by many of God's people, 

and still held by leading prophetic students of the day. 

We trrust · that' help will be afforded to all interested in 

the pr.ophetic Word. 

JOHN BLOORE. 

Plainfield, N. J., Dec. 24th, 1926. 
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A REVIEW 

of 

''The Pattnos Visions'� 

By PHILIP MAURO 

A SUMMARY of its TEACHING 

T
HIS book is an exposition of the Apocalypse in

which the author purports to correct certain de
fects in the Historical view of its visions, and also to 
show sufficient cause for rejecting entirely the Futurist 
interpretation. He has become satisfied that the latter 
view "lacks the support of scriptural evidence; whereas, 
for the historical fulfilment of many of these prophetic 
visions, we have all the proof there ever can be in such 
a case; namely, the correspondence of the event with the 
thing foretold" (p. 8). 

Briefly, his position is, that upon the proof he offers 
it must be admitted, 

"First, that the events therein referred to have 
happened, and the conditions therein described have 
existed, during this present era; and second, that 
those events and conditions do correspond closely with 
prophetic visions of the Book; and that is all I ask. 
If beyond that you think there is reason to expect 
a turther and more complete fulfilment after Christ 
shall have come for His people, there is nothing to 
forbid. I can only say that I do not share that ex
pectation" (p. 8) . 
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As to the Futurist interpretation he says, 

"Having held that view for a number of years I 
was, of course, reluctant to part with it ... But I have 
been constrained to reject that view as contrary to 
the evidence" (pp. 8, 12). 

He believes that this view fails to give the Apocalypse 
its proper character as prophecy, that it is imaginative in 
many of its details, and deprives the book of much, if 
not all, of its present value to the people of God. This 
he says is because it pushes the things predicted far from 
us, and even detaches them from the rest of the Bible (pp. 
8, 9, 33). I shall give consideration in detail to the various 
objections a little later. First, let me summarize Mr. 
Mauro's teaching, regarding which he says, 

"I feel confident that the right lines of interpreta
tion have been followed, and that the various groups 
of visions have been correctly explained as to their 
main features" (p. 10). 

To begin, chs. 1-3 emphasize foundation truth concern
ing Christ, and reveal Him as the great Head of the 
Church, "giving His message by the Spirit, to the angels 
of the seven churches, a special message covering the 
entire dispensation, and intended for all the churches of 
Christ" (pp. 12, 64, 65). 

Beginning with ch. 4, "happenings in a different sphere 
altogether from tha:t of the churches of Christ are pic
tured to us from this point on to the end of the book" 
(p. 12). But he rejects the view that these happenings 
"lie entirely beyond the last chapter of [church] his
tory." In fact his view is that they run parallel with 
that history in very large measure, for he believes that 
the fulfilment of 1 Thess. 4: 13-18 is found in the catch
ing up of the two witnesses as mentioned in Rev., ch. 
11, which again coincides with the harvest vision of ch. 
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14: 14-16 (pp. 347,434,450). Hence, all that is pic
tured for us as preceding these two visions must run 
parallel with the history of the Church. This means in 
fact that we must now be living somewhere between the 
sixth and seventh trumpets, the latter being admittedly 
still future. 

As to the seals, 'Mr. Mauro states that they have as their 
"historical starting point, the ascension of our risen Lord 

into heaven and His occup.ation of the place of which He 

alone is worthy at the right h(JJ'ld of the majesty in the 
heavens [Rev. 4 and 5 setting this before us]; and that 
this group of visions has to do with events which began 
to happen from that transcendently glorious occasion" 
(p. 144). From that starting point, he believes they 
carry us down the course of human history "to the very 
end," from the fatt that the day of wrath comes into 
view at the opening of the sixth seal (pp. 13, 234,235). 

In particular, the first four seals give "a prophetic 
picture of the mighty spiritual influences, agencies or 
powers, which were to rise and go forth into the whole 
world, at the beginning of the 'Christian Era,' and which 
were to impart to that great era those special charac
teristics whereby it is distinguished from all previous 
periods of the world's history" (p. 187). The first signi
fies the going forth of the gospel in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The second pictures the strife or variance 
of every sort resulting from the going forth of the gospel. 
The third represents the world of business-Industrialism 
and Commercialism, the mammon of unrighteousness. 
The fourth gives destructive spiritual influences active 
in this Gospel era-the devil's campaign of lies and 
heresies. The fifth pictures the Old Testament saints 
whom we are to understand received some immediate 
benefit from the enthronement of Christ. The sixth is 
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the beginning of the end, the last days, and the seventh, 
which is signalized by silence in heaven, is the awful 
hush occasioned by the immediate prospect of God's 
action in terrific judgment upon the world of the ungodly 
(pp. 144-261). 

Passing over for the present the parenthetical visions 
of Rev. 7 we come to the Trumpets. The seventh trum
pet is to be located with reference to the sixth seal, since 
the time of wrath is prominent in both. It follows that 
all the events symbolized in the other six trumpets pre
cede the day of wrath (p. 272). These trumpet sym
bols are applied to momentous and far-reaching happen
ings that marked the early days of the ·christian Era, and 
have influenced its character throughout (p. 300). The 
first four trumpets "had their fulfilment in those great 
and far-reaching events which attended the break-up of 
the Jewish nation" (p. 301). The first two in particular 
present "what happened in the days of the outpouring 
of God's wrath upon the people of Israel" at the time 
of the destruction of Jerusalem, and the casting of the 
nation, typified by the mountain burning with fire, into 
the "sea" of the peoples. The third and fourth trumpets 
tell of Satan being cast out of heaven shortly after the 
ascension of Christ, when the "war" took place which is 
recorded in ch. 12: 7-9; and of his activities ·during our 
era with the consequent disturbances of order in both 
spiritual and political spheres. In these activities he 
made, it is said, the apostate nation of Israel his first 
chief instrument against the truth and God's people. 

Then the fifth and sixth trumpets give Satan's second 
great instrument-the Mohammedan scourge. We are to 
understand that the fifth trumpet gives us the first period 
of Islam's power which was followed by centuries of 
stagnation, but was revived in terrible form by the fero-
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cious Ottoman Turks. This is pictured by the sixth 
trumpet. 

Again passing over for the present the parenthetical 
visions of chs. 12-14, we have the seven vials in chs. 
15, 16. "Their period is the latter part of 'the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel.' It is the very end of the 
day of wrath" (p. 2 2). 

This fairly gives us the scheme of interpretation pre
sented in Mr. Mauro's book. We are to understand that 
the seals be�n at the time of Christ's ascension, and run 
on to the end of the dispensation, to the day of wrath. 
The trumpets end at the same time, and have their 
beginning very early in this Christian era. All are past 
except the seventh. The Vials give details of what takes 
place in the days of the seventh angel who sounds the 
seventh trumpet. 

It follows from this that nearly all of the details given 
in the parenthetical visions of ch. 7 and chs. 12-14 have 
application to the present time. About the only things 
still future in these chapters are the harvest and vintage 
( ch. 14: 14-20)-the harvest being the catching up of 
God's people as foretold in 1 Thess. 4, and the vintage 
being "God's final judgment upon the wickedness of 
man" (p. 433). "It is a summary of the seven last 
plagues" (p. 45 2). The consequences of this view are 
far-reaching. 

Ch. 7 is supposed to give us two views of the entire 

company of the redeemed. First is presented the totality 
of the spiritual Israel of God, Gal. 6: 16 (p. 246). It is 
not the historical or literal Israel (p. 250). The two 
views are explained thus: "The former part of the pas
sage reminds us that the election of God's grace was 
complete in His mind from etem�ty past, every one of 
them having been chosen in Christ before the foundation 
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of the world (Eph. 1: 1-6); and it further reminds us 

that the day of grace cannot end until the very last of 

those chosen ones shall have been saved and 'sealed with 

the Holy Spirit of promise' (Eph. 1: 13, 14). The latter 
part of the passage brings to view that the company of 
the elect, 'the whole family of God' (Eph. 3: 15), is a 

vast number, taken out of all the nations and tribes of 
earth. It is what is expressed in the Olive tree in its 
final form ( Rom. 11 : 17-25) . This vision puts before our 
eyes the fulfilment of the words of Christ. ... (Matt. 8: 
10, 11). And here John sees them, an innumerable com
pany, incorporated into the Israel of God" (p. 257, 258). 

With this we must connect Rev. 14. This chapter 
"conducts us to the very end of the day of wrath. There
fore its starting point must be sought for a:t some earlier 
epoch. Viewing the chapter as a whole, it shows us the 
winding up of the affairs of the world in a group of 
seven successive pictures. It stands related to the days 
of the seventh trumpet." Now the first quite evidently 
links with ch. 7-the La�b with the whole company of 
the saved. It is to be understood, we are told, in the 
light of Heb. 12: 18-24. "It agrees also with the state
ments of Eph. 2: 4.:.6." 

"The second vision of this chapter [ 14] presents a 

time of great activity in the gospel, corresponding to that 
final testimony of God's witnesses ( ch. 11: 3-6) ." "At 
the fourth of this series we find ourselves in the period 
of the reign of the beast" (p. 434), and this is still 
present time (I). It connects with ch. 13 which we shall 
soon consider. The fifth applies to Christians generally. 
What the sixth and seventh-harvest and vintage--sig

nify, we have already mentioned. 
Turning now to ch. 13 the first beast is to be considered 

as symbolizing "the ungodly governmental power of the 
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world in general. It presents in one figure a summary 
view of the whole of beast government in its main stages 
from the beginning of Gentile history down to the· end 
of time " (p. 392). The death wound given to the beast 
is "that which befell the dragon and all that is asso
ciated with him through the death of Jesus Christ .... 
according to the words of the Lord, recorded by this 
same John, the cross was the stroke of judgment upon 
the prince of this world. It is most fitting then that this 
vision should display conspicuously the effect of the cross 
of Christ upon the Devil in his character of world ruler' 

(p. 403). This is taken to fulfil Heb. 2 : 14 and Eph. 
2 : 16 ( I ) • "This latter passage is seen to be specially 
pertinent when it is observed that the phrase 'as wounded 
to death' in Rev: 13: 3, is literally 'as slain to death' " 
(p. 403). This is because Eph. 2: 16 speaks of "having 
slain the enmity thereby." Remarkable exegesis! The 
second beast is Romanism, and is the same as the little 
horn of Dan. 7. The summary is given thus: "Behold, 
then, the three great actors in the last drama of earth's 
history; (1) the dragon, the real potency b€:hind it all, 
though invisible; ( 2) the beast, the Roman Empire, 
still existing in its iron framework of civil government, 
and now in process of assuming its final ten-homed 
form; and (3) the Papacy, with its vast organization, 
its millions of blinded and superstitious devotees, and its 
steadfast political aim!" (p. 422). 

Finally there is ch. 12. "Here we take the woman to 
represent, throughout the chapter, the 'holy nation,' the 
Israel of God, composed of all the saints on earth at 
any one time, and 'the remnant of her seed' to be the 
comparatively few individual believers who are left to 
bear testimony to the truth in the last days. For the 
chapter gives a very rapid survey of the progress of 
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the Divinely decreed 'enmity' between the serpent and 
the woman; and the last verse indicates that the Ad
versary, having failed to extinguish the light of Chris
tianity by means of his 'flood' of Satanic heresies and 
doctrines of demons ( 1 Tim. 4: 1), now puts forth his 
mighty powers for a last supreme effort against the pur
pose of God" (p. 3 88). 

The war in heaven is taken to occur shortly after the 
ascension of Christ. As a result Satan and his angels 
were then cast out, and he has roamed the earth since. 
This event, as already mentioned, is supposed to be sym
bolized under the third trumpet. The wilderness suggests 
what the world is to God's people, but He prepares a 
place for them, that is, He preserves them through all. 

Passing over Babylon ( chs. 17-19: 9) it seems certain 
that the balance of Revelation must be considered as 
still future. A point or two, however, calls for notice. 
" 'The bride of the Lamb' is a symbol for the one body 
of the redeemed, and not the symbol for a special com
pany selected out of the entire number, nor for the 
saved of a particular dispensation only ... for in the 
word 'Lamb' we have another symbol of Christ's rela
tion to His people, a relation that, beyond all dispute, 
extends to all who are redeemed by His precious blood, 
and whose names were written, from the foundation of 
the world, in the Lamb's book of life" (p. 509). 

Then we are assured that there is no salvation for any 
part of the human race after this gospel dispensation 
(p. 441, also 261). "It appears to be quite a modem 
doctrine that there is to be a special salvation, after 
the end of the gospel dispensation, for a section of the 
human family ( the natural descendants of Jacob). But 
whether a modem doctrine or an ancient one, it is 
directly contrary to the teaching of the N. T. (and hence 
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to that of the 0. T. also) which declares in many pas
sages that the cross of Christ has forever removed the 
ancient wall of partition between Jew and Gentile, has 
abolished all national distinctions and has swept away 
the old covenant and all that was connected with it. The 
N. T. also declares in the plainest way that the day of 
salvation for the whole world will end with the coming 
of Christ. Therefore to preach another chance, whether 
for all (according to Russellism) or for the Jews only, as 
a privileged class, is subversive of foundation truth." 

To prove the foregoing Matt. 2 5: 31-46 is adduced, 
and "such passages as 2 Thess. 1: 5-10; 2: 7-12, and 
Rev. 19: 11-21, also exclude the possibility of anything 
but judgment upon those who have rejected the gospel, 
when Christ shall come again" (pp. 354, 5). But as 
we shall see later, the prophetic future requires that a 
great multitude be found among the nations who cannot 
be reckoned in this class of gospel-rejectors. To them 
the gospel of the kingdom will be preached and accepted. 
Such are pictured for us in Rev. 7: 9-17, and the fact 
of a saved Jewish remnant in the next era is patent from 
many scriptures. 

Here one feature of this teaching calls for special re
mark. If at Christ's second coming all the redeemed 
are caught up, there remains only the ungodly and un
believing mass upon which God's dire judgment falls, 
none escaping. So it is said, "Christ's earthly enemies 
are now all consumed; for the remnant were slain with 
the sword of His mouth" (p. 515). Again, the first 
guaranty of an era of life and blessing for the world over 
which sin and death have held sway for six thousand 
years "is that the earthly enemies of God are destroyed" 
(p. 517). But who will enter into this era of life and 
blessing? All the redeemed have been caught up to 
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heaven and presumably have entered the Father's house, 
and all the wicked, none others being left on the 

earth, are judged. Who then enters and enjoys earth's 
glorious era of life and blessing? Are all the redeemed 
brought down from the raptures and glories of heaven, 

to live again on the earth for one thousand years? Is it 
thus they live and reign with Christ over the earth? 
Where does Scripture teach or even imply such a thing? 
Since no natural descendants of Israel, and no Gentile 
nations remain after the stroke of judgment, who, we 
may well ask, goes into the Millennium? 

If Christ comes back with all His saints to inhabit the 
earth and reign for a thousand years, how strange it is 
to hear of nations in far distant quarters of the eartli 
at the end of the thousand years, which rise in rebellion 
under Satan's leadership, he being loosed once more to 
make a final test of men-men who have been living 
amid all the blessings and glory of Christ's kingdom. 
Whence these nations if we accept the teachings _just 
outlined? Are they the progeny of the redeemed who 
reign with Christ-those redeeemed who have part in the 
first resurrection? Is not that impossible? Those who 
have part in it are as the angels, they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage (Matt. 22: 30). Whence theJ?. 
these nations? 

This matter is left in a very unsatisfactory manner. 
We read, "Who are these nations that are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, .... And whence 
came they? seeing that the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world were gathered to the battle of that day 
of God Almighty, and were slain with the sword of Him 
that sat upon the horse? ( 16: 14; 19: 21) . God has not 
given us, so far as I know, the means whereby to obtain 
answers to these interesting questions; and personally I 
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am not disposed to spend much time upon them" (p. 

521). As a suggestion in reference to this matter, we 
are told, "The millennium is a p�riod during which the 
natural creation is restored virtually to the state in which 
it subsisted before the entrance of sin into the world; 

and moreover, God's plan for the natural creation will 
then be carried out, in that man will 'have dominion over 

all the earth,' and over all living creatures ... But it was 
for some good reason necessary at the beginning, in order 
that God's purposes might be accomplished, that the 
Devil be permitted to tempt man ... Evidently there ex
ists, in the wisdom of God, a similar need in the restored 

creation. Will a long period of millennial conditions 
instil into the hearts of natural men the spirit of obe
dience to God?" (p. 522). But whence these natural 
men in view of the teaching just considered as to all the 
redeemed being caught up, and all the wicked living on 
the earth removed in judgment? Will God create a new 
race of natural men? As none of the redeemed can be 
this any longer, who will have dominion in the restored 

natural creation? Another sugge,stion is, "It is thought 
that some" of the people inhabiting remote regions "might 

have escaped the judgments of the great day of wrath. 
This is at least a possibility, since 'Babylon' would em
brace only those within the limits of Christendom; and 

the battle of Armageddon would involve only the active 
enemies of Christ" (pp. 522, 3). To fall back upon this 
possibility, however, is to contradict the former teach
ing, and raises the question at once as to why such 
escaped the judgments. How came it that they were 
spared? Is· it possible there was some form of salva
tion even after this gospel dispensation, in spite of Mr. 
:Mauro's previous denial of such? 

Bearing in mind that we have been assured that for 
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the redeemed all national distinctions have been done 
way (p. 354), and that all the redeemed have been re
moved from the earth at the time of harvest, and that 
all others living, being the wicked, have been judged 
( unless we accept the possibility suggested above), it 
sounds rather strange to hear it proclaimed in connec
tion with the description of the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
"And the nations shall walk by its light; and the kings 
of the earth bring their glory to it" (Rev. 21: 24) ; or to 
read about "the leaves of the tree for healing of the 
nations" (Rev. 22: 2). But these expressions must be 
taken "figuratively" (p. 540). Perhaps this is the way 
we ought to take the rebellious nations who appear at 
the close of the Millennium ( I ) • The mistake is that the 
vision of the holy city is taken as part of the description 
of the Eternal State, whereas it is rather �e picture of the 
heavenly city in its earthward relations during the Mil
lennium, symbolically presenting the redeemed company 
in their reign over the earth with Christ. It is also true 
that this city, by reason of its significance as the Bride, 
the Lamb's wife, has its place in the eternal state des
cribed in ch. 21 : 1-8. 

In concluding this• summary of Mr. Mauro's teaching 
another point must be noted. We are informed that 
"the doctrine of the restoration of the Jewish nation and 
the earthly Jerusalem is a baseless dream" (p. 350). We 
are told that "the 'tribulation saints' of the Futurist sys
tem are altogether an imaginary company; and that we, 
the Lord's people of this dispensation, are the true 'tri
bulation saints' (John 16: 33; Acts 14: 22)." (p. 9). 

According to these views there is no testimony of any 
kind given to the world after the redeemed are caught 
up, the vintage of judgment immediately follows, all the 
wicked ( and no other class seemingly remains on earth) 



A Summary of its Teaching 17 

are then judged, and the Millennium follows, I hardly 
know for whose benefit, since all the redeemed of all 
time have been taken to heaven at Christ's Second Com
ing. 

There being no restoration of the Jewish nation, no 
earthly Jerusalem, no temple, no nations left on the 
earth, the only conclusion is that we must spiritualize 
the Old Testament prophets with their teaching and 
promises of Israel being restored, Gentile nations blessed, 
the Messiah's reign over them, etc., etc. And this Mr. 
Mauro plainly indicates is what we should do (pp. 349, 
350). 

These views, among other things, involve that Daniel's 
70th week is not in the future. It is past, fulfilled in some 
other way than the Futurist supposes. These views do 
not accord with Paul's distinctive teaching as to the 
Church, and its special place in the purposes of God. 
They also blur many distinctions which must be observed 
if the Word of God is to be rightly divided, as I shall 
show. 

The foregoing summary will, I believe, afford the reader 
a fair and sufficient understanding of the teaching pre
sented in the book under review-"The Patmos Visions." 



The EFFECTS of this TEACHING 

Some of these effects have been already indicated, but 
it may be well, before examining certain objections to the 
Futurist interpretation, to present them more fully. 

1. It completely nullifies the plain force of Old Testa
ment prophecy, making it necessary to spiritualize the 
great bulk of it, and apply it to the saved people of all 
dispensations, including the Church. They form that 
one body of the redeemed to which even Ephesian teach
ing is to be applied. There can be no remnant of the 
nation of Israel other than the election of grace now 
found in the Church; no tribulation that can be called 
"Jacob's trouble," as distinct from the tribulation now 
the portion of God's people. There can be no earthly 
Jerusalem, no earthly temple, no mountain of the Lord's 
house to which the nations will coine to learn the law 
of the Lord, for there will be no nations in the Millen
nium, only the heavenly city. Strange that Peter should 
speak of Christ being received in heaven "till the times 
of .the restoring of all things, of which God has spoken 
by the mouth of His holy prophets since time began" 
(Acts 3: 21).* A little later we shall consider what things 
these prophets had in mind. 

2. It leaves no room for. the fulfilment of the uncondi
tional covenant and promises made to Abraham and the 
fathers concerning Israel and the land of Canaan. 

3. It would have us think that the Old Testament
prophets, speaking by the Holy Spirit, foretold the future 
of Israel and the nations in a way which would lead all 
who read to believe in material, physical, .natural accom-

* Throughout, quotations are from the New Translation
by J. N. Darby, called by Rotherham "an excellent ver
sion." 
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plishment, while all the time the Spirit Himself knew 
that fulfilment would only be in a �piritual sense. Or
dinarily speaking, this would be called deception. Most 
of these prophecies are written in plain speech, and not 
in symbolic language such as appears in Revelation, cer
tain parts of Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. It is highly 
imaginative to treat all this plain speech as though it 
were symbolic of what is spiritual, and indeed could be 
given no other meaning; it is little short of falsifying the 
Word of God. 

4. It results in misapplication of Scripture regarding
the Church, which is the Body of Christ. We read, "All 
scripture bears witness to .... but 'one body' of the re
deemed, the one Church of God, embracing all the saved 
from Adam, Eve and Abel down to the end of time; but 
one 'household of God' embracing 'the whole family in 
heaven and earth' (Eph. 3 : 15) [ which should read 
"every family"]; one Lord, one faith, one Spirit, one bap
tism, one God and Father of all (Eph. 4: 3-6)" (p. 441). 
More than one family appears in Heb. 12: 22-24. The 
teaching quoted nullifies Paul's distinctive revelation as 
to the Church, making the mystery he revealed applica
ble in all its features to the saved of all dispensations. 
The Lord spoke of building the Church in the future 
( Matt. 16: 18), and we do not hear of it until after 
Pentecost (Acts 2: 47). 

Eph. 2 and 3 make plain that the mystery made known 
to Paul applies only to the saints of this present time. 
After contrasting the past relations of Jews and Gen
tiles, the apostle says, "But now in Christ Jesus ye," etc. 
(Eph. 2: 13 )-those then believing the gospel of our sal

vation (Eph. 1: 13). As a present effect of the cross, 

believing Jews and Gentiles are formed into "one new 
man," are reconciled "in one body;" and the Gentiles are 
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"no longer strangers and foreigners," they are fellow
citizens of the saints and of God's household, built upon 
the apostolic foundation, and form God's habitation in 
the Spirit. This all relates to a present work of grace 
by the Spirit, personally here in the world since Pente
cost, in which no saint of the ages before the Spirit's 
advent has any part, nor is at any time spoken of as 
being incorporated. It is "the administration of the 
grace of God" (Eph. 3: 2) peculiar to this period, and 
now in effect on the earth in the assembly which is 
Christ's Body, "in order that now to the principalities and 
authorities in the heavenlies might be made known 
through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God" 
(Eph. 3: 10, 11). 

This Assembly is in process of construction, increasing 
to a holy temple in the Lord in which there shall be 
glory to God in Christ Jesus "unto all generations of 
the ages of ages" (Eph. 2: 21; 3: 20, 21). It is an eter
nal institution, unique and distinct. On the other hand, 
as at present existing on earth, formed of all believers 
as baptized into one body, members one of another and 
of Christ, being united to Him as the Head in heaven, 
this Assembly is spoken of as God's House in which we 
are to behave ourselves according to apostolic instruc
tion, and in which there is found all the variety of gift 
and ministry bestowed by the Head through the joints 
of supply to edify and build up this "body" or "spiritual 
house" in which "spiritual sacrifices" are offered "accept
able to God by Jesus Christ." This is not impaired by 
the fact that many members are removed daily to be 
present with the Lord. There they await the hour of 
union with all their fell ow-members at the coming of 
the Lord. Then He will present this "Assembly to Him
self glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such 
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things." Then the entire work of sanctification and puri
fication will have been accomplished, as it is written, 

"He who has begun in you a good work will complete it 
unto Jesus Christ's day." Then, too, the "one new man" 
will have arrived "at the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, at the full grown man, 

at the measure of the stature of the fulness of the 
Christ." Compare 1 Cor. 12: 12, 13; Rom. 12: 5; 1 Cor. 

6 : 15 ; 1 Tim. 3 : 15 ; Eph. 4: 16 ; 1 Pet. 2 : 5 ; 1 Thess. 

4: 16, 17; Eph. 5: 26, 27; Phil. 1: 6; Eph. 4: 13. 

Now these things are spoken only of saints since Pen

tecost and up to the second coming of Christ. The Body 

or Assembly formed on earth is the Body or Assembly 

finally presented in its unity in glory. The Scriptures 
allow no room in this company for saints of other dis
pensations, and we read of no present or prospective 
union between them and the members of what is na.w

called the Body of Christ which is the Assembly, "the 

Assembly of the living God." 

The kingdom of the heavens embraces all saints. In 
it "many shall come from the rising and setting sun, 

and shall lie down at table with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob" (Matt. 8: 11). There, too, the Assembly 

will be found, but in its distinctive character as such, the 

meaµs of displaying "the surpassing riches of His grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 2: 7). 

5. The supposed casting of Satan and his angels out of

heaven at the time of Christ's ascension denies the pres

ent dwelling in the heavenlies of the powers of spiritual 

wickedness, the rulers of this world-darkness (Eph. 6: 

12). The heavenlies cannot mean that they are in the 

air or atmospheric heavens, as suggested in this book 

(p. 477), for our spiritual blessings are said to be in the 
heavenlies, the same sphere. Are those blessings in the 
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air? Again, Christ is at God's right hand in the heaven
lies. 

6. It makes the second beast of Rev. 13 to be the
Papacy, thus nullifying Paul's teaching as to the lawless 
one who is to be revealed before the day of the Lord, 
but after our gathering together unto Him at His second 
coming. It is on this ground that he begs the Thessa
lonians not to be shaken in mind or troubled as though 
the day of the Lord were present. To interpret other
wise vacates the passage of meaning as an appeal and 
argument. Furthermore Paul speaks not of a system, 
but of a distinct personage; and so in Revelation this 
second beast is "the false prophet." 

7. This teaching gives no satisfactory explanation of
the specifically mentioned periods of 1260 days, or 42 
months, which occur both in Revelation and Daniel. 

8. It leaves us without an explanation of the nations
in the Millennium. 

9. Its plan of interpretation dislocates the structure of
the book which is plainly progressive in order of time 
as to its main features, instead of being chiefly con
structed on parallel lines. This will be considered fully 
1n answering objections to the Futurist interpretation. 

10. If these views are correct, and all here indicated
was planned to take place before Christ's second coming, 
and indeed was actually set in motion by the ascended 
Christ in the unsealing of the book, how then could 
Paul speak as he does of -the second coming as that 
which might take place in his own lifetime? Here is 
a contradiction, yet it would be admitted that he spoke 
by the same Spirit of Truth that inspired John, and who 
thus knew all the time that there was a very definite 
program of action to take place first. Such contradic
tion disappears if we consider that the things spoken of 
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in Rev., chs. 4-20, refer to world-history after the Church 
period has closed. Thus the Spirit gives no hint that 
certain events must take place before Christ comes for 
His Church. He is to be looked for at any moment. 
so that the apostle could truthfully say, "We who are 
alive and remain." The time to elapse after Christ's 
coming for the Church, and the day of His wrath when 
He comes with His saints is nowhere specified in Scrip
ture. All that we can be sure of is that there is a 
week. of years, Daniel's seventieth, which will find its 
fulfilment during that period. There is no reason for 
arbitrarily stating that it comprises the whole of that 
period. Such times and seasons are in the Father's 
hand and have not been revealed. John could speak of 
his day as being the last hour, and James says, "The 
coming of the Lord is drawn nigh" (5: 8, New Trans.).

It need not be denied· that we can look back from 
our present place in the stream of time, and trace a cer
tain likeness between the symbolic teaching in Revela
tion and events and conditions of long ago, or even 
those in the present. But this by no means justifies a 
complete rejection of a final and future application, of 
which those past or present events and conditions are as 
the shadow of the coming complete fulfilment. This, I 
believe, is in measure true, and may furnish help to us 
in these last days to more clearly see the meaning of 
what is coming upon the world in the next dispensa
tion. This need not surprise us, since without question, 
the same powers of spiritual evil are at work in the 
present, although under restraint ( 2 Thess. 2), who will 
in the next era be allowed free rein to carry their evil 
devices forward so that in one final and irresistible stroke 
�f judgment God may clear the whole field of the powers 
of evil, thus ushering in the kingdom and glory of the 
Son of Man. 
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It is admitted that chs. 1-3 cover the entire present dis
pensation (pp. 12, 64, 65). 

Question arises, however, as to the following part of 
the book, chs. 4-20. It is stated thus, _"Do these events 
belong to the same era as that in which the Churches of 
Christ are in the world, or to a subsequent era? Do they 
run parallel to the history of the Churches, or do they 
lie entirely beyond the last chapter of that history? The 
latter view is that of the futurist school of interpretation 
.... But I have been constrained to reject that view as 
contrary to the evidence, which points clearly to the 
conclusion that the design of the book as a whole is to 
give to the people of God ( Christ's servants) a f oreview 
of those events of the Christian era which in God's esti
mation thereof are most important, and would best serve 
to sustain their faith and patience during the long period 
of waiting for the coming again of the Lord from heaven" 
(p. 12). 

Now let us consider the reasons advanced for asserting 
that "'the words of this prophecy' refer to events that 
were to happen in, and not after, this present dispensa
tion" (p. 24). 

1. Stress is laid upon the words "shortly come to pass"
-Rev. 1: 1-(p. 24). The argument is that "it is in
conceivable that" the word "shortly" which means ac
cording to general usage a speedy happening of what is
referred to, "would have been employed in the first sen
tence of this book if the things revealed in it were not
to begin to happen until the entire dispensation should
have run its course." Now the passages adduced (Acts
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25: 4; Phil. 2: 19, 23; 1 Tim. 3: 14; Heb.13: 23; 2 Pet. 
1: 14; Gal.1: 6) all refer to matters of purely human 
experience, action, or condition. The element of divine 
action does not enter into them. Since Revelation is a 
book of prophecy, relating to both heavenly and earthly 
affairs which are disposed of by God, the element of 
time must be considered as He would compute it, not 
man; for example 2 Pet. 3: 8. Dr. Vincent remarks, "The 
idea is, before long, as time is computed by God. The 
aorist infinitive (genesthai, rendered "come to pass") 
is not begin to come to pass, but denotes a complete Jid

filment: must shortly come to pass in their entirety" 
(Word Studies, Vol. 2, p. 408). The thought, then, is 
of events which must take place in their entirety in a 
speedy manner. The question of when they begin is not 
involved, but their accomplishment will be complete and 
will be brought about in haste. This rather confirms 
than refutes the teaching that the great bulk of the 
things here signified will occur in the short period be
tween the removal of the Church and the commence
ment of the Millennium. 

2. Another objection is (p. 25) that if these visions
( referring to those from ch. 4 through to the "harvest" 
when the saints are removed to heaven, for it is ad
mitted that they will not be on the earth at the time 
of the "vintage," or final judgment of evil in the world) 
only take place after the saints will be with Christ ( 1 
T:hess. 4: 17), then of what possible value could they 
be to the servants of Christ in this present time for whose 
benefit they were revealed to John who marks himself 
as one of the servants? 

To argue thus, vainly supposes that there can be no 
interest or benefit for God's servants in knowing during 
this present era what is to be the full development and 
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final disposition of this whole world-system which lies in 
the wicked one ( 1 John S : 19) . It is in the midst of this 
world-system; it is against its evil influences; and it is 
in conflict with those spiritual powers in the heavenlies 
who govern it, that the servant of Christ carries on the 
warfare of faith in which he is called to endure hard
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. He is called to 
put on the whole armor of God, using not carnal but 
spiritual weapons. He is to be identified with the faitb 
of the gospel which is in a great conflict in this world, 
in which struggle the Christian is to take his part striv
ing earnestly in favor of that gospel, contending earn
estly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and "suffer
ing evil along with the glad tidings according to the 
power of God," for He "has not given us a spirit of 
cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise dis
cretion" (Eph. 6; Phil. 1: 27; 2 Tim. 1: 7, 8; Jude 3). 

For those thus engaged there is great present strength, 
comfort, and assurance derived from knowing what the 
end will bring forth, in knowing how all these evil and 
opposing forces against which we now do battle will at 
last head up in gross apostasy and rebellion which will be 
effectually and finally met by the power of Christ. Their 
complete overthrow will be accomplished, and creation 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, being then 
brought into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God (Rom. 8: 21). 

As the Christian soldier, guided by light from all Scrip
ture, learns these things, and is able to trace out the 
future by means of 'the varied symbols by which it was 
signified to John, he finds fresh strength infused into his 
sometimes weary arm, the fires of his zeal are fanned 
afresh into a bright flame, and he presses hard on the 
enemy's lines, as he rejoices in the sure prospect of his 



Objections Answered 27 

glorious Leader's complete victory when the time of the 
end shall come. I am sorry for any one who can ask 
of what possible use these predictions could be to us 
since they so largely belong to a future dispensation. 
If there is no possible good in God's people knowing what 
will take place in a future dispensation, wherein is the 

good of them knowing what will take place two, three, 

or five hundred years after their day? What was the 

benefit derived by Christ's servants in the early cen

turies from such visions as those of the trumpets, if 

they referred to events as stated in this teaching; two 
of them being applied to the Mohammedan scourge, for 

example? Could they possibly know that this was the 
case? Could they reach such conclusions from Scripture? 

Where would they get the lead which would aid them to 
ascertain such things? And suppose they ascertained 
them, what would be the benefit? 

This second objection, if valid at all, must work against 
both the Futurist and Mr. Mauro's interpretations. There 
is a real difference between the two, however, which 
makes it particularly forceful against the latter. Mr. 
Mauro's interpretation is made to fit with history. 

The Futurist aims simply at fitting in these visions 
with the great features of the prophetic scriptures so that 

they are seen to symbolically set forth the final and 

complete fulfilment of God's purposes and promises as 

made from the beginning of man's history. This invests 

the book with its proper glory, and makes it of ever 

present and abiding value to the man of God. 
If this objection were sound, one might well ask of 

what use it was for God to reveal to Isaiah, Daniel, 
Zechariah, and other prophets, things which would only 
happen centuries later. Could they be of any possible 
use to them in their day since they would only happen 
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after they "had left this scene?" (p. 2 5) . On the one 
hand, they painted glowing word-pictures of Israel's fu
ture glory, and of the world-wide blessing which was to 
come through her under Messiah's reign; and, on the 
other, foretold the terrible captivities and judgments 
which would fall upon the people because of their utter 
failure and departure from God, pointing out also what 
the movements of their own days were leading up to. 
In the light of these things, I am sure, they and those 
who believed their testimony walked amid the whole 
scene in separation from its abounding evil. - While they 
mourned over it, the eyes of their faith penetrated far 
down the centuries catching glimpses at least of the com
ing glories. In the strength of such knowledge they 
pre$ed on. We, who read Revelation in the light of all 
Scripture may do likewise. 

3. A third objection is based on ch. 1: 3. It says «the
time is at hand" (p. 2 6). This is taken to emphatically 
mean that the things of these visions are not to be 
pushed off into another and future era. Further, the 
blessing is in keeping the things written, that is holding 

fast to them, not letting them get away (p. 48). It is 
therefore concluded "that neglect of the book would have 
been of little moment if the fulfilment of the prophecies 
written therein were not to begin for several thousand 
years. Hence the exhortation to read, to hear, and to 
keep the things written in this book, is coupled with a 
reason which seems to have been added for the very 
purpose of dispelling the idea that there was to be delay 
in the fulfilment of the words of this prophecy; the 

reason for the exhortation being that 'the time is at 
hand"' (p. 49). 

In the light of what was said in answer to the second 
objection, we can readily see the force of being exhorted 
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to keep the things written in this book. By so doing 
we will keep ourselves unspotted from the world that 
we know is rushing on to a future· doom. It will help keep 
us in the love of God, and from the love of the world 
and its things as this same John speaks in his first epistle. 

The time is near, but plainly this cannot apply to all 
the things, for s�me of them, even from the historical 
viewpoint, were centuries away. This expression must 
mean that the commencement of the things was near. 

"Time" here means the appropriate or convenient sea
son for whatever may be in view. So the season, or 
period, to which the things of this prophecy belong is 
said to be near, and near, of course, to those in John's 
day. This expression covers the whole scope of the book, 
and therefore includes the Churches, so that the things 
said to them fall within the time spoken of. Those things 
began to be accomplished very soon. There is no force 
in this fact to refute the view that the things beginning 
with the seals belong to a future dispensation. The time, 
or season, in which all the things were to take place 
was certainly near as to its commencement. The things 
to be kept included what was said to the Churches, as 
well as all else; they being then present, the time was 
certainly near. This may well explain why "John is 
commanded to seal not the sayings of the prophecy of 
this book," while Daniel was told to seal his book (p. 
27). 

I have spoken of the meaning which attaches to 
"shortly," and " at hand." The consideration of the 
word "hereafter" we will defer for the moment (p. 28). 

4. It is argued (p. 29) that the more prominent sym
bols of Revelation are of such grand and imposing pro
portions that the great events and epochs represented by 
them demand time measured in centuries. "How contrary 
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then to all reason, as well as to the meaning borne upon 
the face of the symbols themselves, is any system of in
terpretation that would crowd all these great and ex
pansive prophecies into the space of seven years, and 
which requires that the stupendous world events, events 
that in their very nature demand long periods of years, 
should rush at jig time across the stage of human his
tory" (pp. 29, 30). 

This is all very fine after you have made these symbols 
apply to such "stupendous world events." The vital 
question is whether such an application gives the correct 
interpretation. This in tum depends upon the inter
preter being governed by the time schedules of the proph
etic scriptures, and observing the specific events or con
ditions which those scriptures indicate as taking place 
during the times they specify. ( Compare 2 Pet. 1 : 2 0, 21, 
New Translation and note.) Such events or conditions 
we may expect to find symbolized, but not those of 
which the prophetic scriptures give no details. Thus the 
great world movements of this present time are covered 
by very brief and general statements in both the Old 
and New Testaments. They are not set forth in detail 
in any part of Scripture, for in it the Church almost 
exclusively occupies our attention as regards present 
time. But when God again takes up the threads of Old 
Testament purpose and prophecy to weave all to a 
finished design, He occupies us with details of world 
history. In the Apocalypse He sets them before us by 
using symbols, because He desires us not only to know 
future events ( this knowledge can be gathered from the 
Old Testament itself), but to understand their inner 
character and spiritual relation. This aspect of such 
things is best conveyed to our minds in teaching by 
symbols. 



Objections Answered 31 

It is my conviction that these symbols do present what 
takes place in the brief space of time between the coming 
of Christ / or His people and His coming with His people. 
I believe also, however, that these symbols present the 
final and most awful forms of man's evil energized by 
Satan, the god and prince of this world-system. This 
appears sufficient to account for their character, by which 
God would impress upon all who have ears to hear and 
spiritual discernment to see their meaning, how great is 

the wickedness which will develop in those coming days, 
and how fierce the wrath which is meted out to the 
perpetrators of evil along with whom the willingly deluded 
and openly rebellious must suffer. 

Another consideration may be given place regarding 
the visions of this book. Though their complete fulfilment 
is compressed into the short time of the end, such ful
filment is simply the heading up of what has been at 
work in various events and conditions throughout the 
world's history. The mystery of lawlessness already 
wrought, as Paul says ( 2 Thess. 2 : 7). The seed was 
planted early, the tree has grown, but the growth is 
much more rapid as the end nears for its full-blown fruit 
to appear. Thus if in the third, fourth, and fifth trumpets 
I learn of the advent of the Antichrist (1 John 2: 18-22), 
and ensuing events, I can also look back to John's day 
and hear him saying, "Even now there have come many 
antichrists." The spiritual influence and character which 

mark the personal Antichrist, the one who comes in his 
own name, as the Lord said, the man of sin, the son of 
perdition, the lawless one ( 2 Thess. 2 : 4-8), have been 
working themselves out in the history of our era, and 

finally will get their concrete embodiment in the person 
and work of the wicked man of the end-time. Take 
Psalm 10 as an Old Testament description of this man, 
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who also appears in other parts of the Psalms. There, 
prophetically, we may hear so often the voice of God's 
suffering people, the remnant, the seed, out of which 
He will rebuild Israel and fufil all His purposes and prom
ise as to that nation and Canaan which is called His 
land. Many of these psalms give us the experience of 
that remnant while they pass through the time of "Jacob's 
trouble" (Jer. 30: 7), some martyred, some spared to en
du:re to the end and to find salvation out of all their 
distresses when the Lord descends and stands upon UY.{t. 
Olivet (Matt. 24: 13; Zech.14). 

5. The. argument from analogy (p. 30) will not hold.
No one questions that the beast-symbols in Daniel re-_ 
present kingdoms or world powers which last�d many 
times seven years. But why should this invalidate the 
view that the last form of the last beast continues only 
for a short space (Rev. 17: 10; 13: 5; Dan.' 7: 2·5). It 
being the form which develops the greatest blasphemy 
known in all man's history, why should the Lord not 
make short work of such evil, allowing it only enough 
time according to His own wisdom to manifest its iull 
character? Thus will He be justified before all created 
intelligences in His strange work of judgment. 

In fact in connection with this time, when also the 
salvation of the Jewish remnant is accomplished, the 
Lord says, "If those days had not been cut short, no 
·flesh had been saved; but on account of the elect those
days shall be cut short" (Matt. 24: 22); and Paul says,
"The remnant shall be saved: for He is bringing the
matter to an end, and cutting it short in righteousness;
because a cutting short of the matter will the Lord ac
complish upon the earth" ( Rom. 9 : 2 8) .

6. There can be no question about the first beast of
Rev. 13 being the same as Daniel's fourth beast, that is
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the Roman Empire. This is proved by their similarity
ten horns, world dominion, their doom, and the specific 
length of time mentioned. ( Compare Dan. 7: 7, 11, 23-2 7 
with Rev.13: 1, 3, 5,6, 7; 17: 11-14; 19: 11, 16, 19-21.) 
But because we limit what is said about it in Rev. 13 to 
its last form in its last days, that is the seven-year 
period, we by no means thereby assign the entire career 
of J obn's beast to what is called that "utterly insigni
ficant period" (p. 31). We may be "Futurists," but being 
this has not robbed us of our knowledge of history. John 

.gives particulars not mentioned by Daniel. He sees a 

beast like a leopardess with seven heads, its feet as of a 
bear, its mouth as a lion's mouth. These are features 
descriptive of its entire career. But it is quite clear that 
both prophets have the ten kingdom form of this empire 
chiefly in view. This is admitted to be future (p. 401), 
and to reach to the very end-an end described by both 
Daniel and John in like terms. 

The seven heads represent therefore the forms of gov-: 
·ernment pertaining to this last and greatest of world
empires. In John's day five bad fallen, he lived in the
time of the sixth-the imperial-under which the empire
finally broke up, passing into its present nqn-existent
state-the time when the beast "is not; " the seventh is
the· one which has not yet come. "When he comes he
must remain only a little while" (Rev. 17: 9, 10). The
geographical reference to  seven mountains comes in to
strengthen this interpretation as being a signal feature
of that city from which the empire is named, and which
has been the seat of the various forms of govemment
Rome, the seven-hilled city. An added feature is that the
beast is said to be an eighth, and is of the seven, and
goes into destruction - the doom announced by both
Daniel and John. Putting these things together it be-
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comes evident that since the ten kingdom form of this 
empire is future and that the empire does not now exist, 
and did not after the sixth head fell, that this ten king
dom form constitutes the seventh head. But the beast, 
the beast as it is especially before us in Revelation, "is 
an eighth," and is of the seven, that is, comes out of the 
seven. This leads us to think of Daniel's little horn 
which came up among the ten and gained complete head
ship over all, finally going into destruction. 

John's beast is composite, having features of the other 
three beasts of Daniel 7-the lion being Babylon, the 
bear Media-Persia, and the leopard the Grecian empire. 
This does not mean that John's first beast is really all 
of these empires combined in .one symbol, but that the 
characteristics of them find expression in it, making it as 
Daniel says different from all the beasts before_it. Now 
Daniel tl?.ree times mentions three leading characteristics 
of this fourth beast: ( 1) devouring, ( 2) treading down, 
( 3) breaking in pieces. Here we seem to have suggested
the ferocity of the leopard, the heavy tread of the bear,
and the crushing power of the lion's paw as he pounces
upon his prey.

Now we admit that these details "required a long 
period of time" (p. 32), but it is not apparent at all 
how this necessitates the conclusion that the vision of the 
seventh and eighth forms of the beast's history should 
"require for its fulfilment a long stretch of years" (p. 
3 2), especially when John says "he must remain ( as the 
seventh) only a little while" (Rev. 17: 10), and that he 
is spoken of as pursuing his career for forty-two months 
(Rev. 13: 5), which coincides with the 1260 days of Rev. 
12 : 6, and the time, times, and half a time of Dan. 7: 2 5, 
that is the three and one half years, the last half of 
Daniel's 70th week of seven years (Dan. 9: 27). Hence 
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the analogy with Daniel's vision establishes a quite con
trary conclusion from that stated by Mr. ·Mauro (p. 32). 

In the light of these considerations this first beast of 
Rev. 13 can scarcely be "a summary view of the whole 

of beast government in its main stages, from the be
ginning of Gentile history down to the end of time" (p. 
392). Furthermore, if, as it would appear, John sees 
this empire come up out of the "sea" of peoples in its 
future ten kingdom form ( while still the main features 
of its whole career are also mentioned for the purpose 
of clearly establishing this beast's identity?), the second 
beast of Rev. 13 which naturally must be considered to 
come up at the same future time cannot possibly be the 
Papacy (pp. 411-13). 

Another consideration is this: though the first beast is 
the symbol of the Roman empire, �e can see too that a 
distinct personage is before the Spirit's mind in these 
visions. Individuals, not empires, are cast into the lake 
af fire (Rev. 19: 20, 21). This suggests that all that the 
empire stands for is concretely given full manifestation 
in a creature, Satan's superman. The little horn of 
Daniel's vision figures this personage who subdues three 
of the ten kings, and attains supremacy so that he is 
spoken of as the beast, the eighth of Rev. 17. He is the 
incarnation of all the empire stands for as the great 
instrument of Satan. 

Finally, because "John saw the first beast actually 
coming upon the scene" (p. 3 2) it is said that we must 
believe "his vision embraced the actual coming into ex
istence of the things represented by the two beasts re
spectively." Granting this, the interpreter however seems 
to forget that there is a period when this first beast is 
said not to exist - "It was, and is not, and shall be 
present" (Rev. 17: 8, 11). John sees it at the time of 
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its revival after it had received the wound of death 
and had been healed (Rev. 13 : 3) . Therefore the vision 
does not embrace "in its scope the entire career" of this 
beast, but treats of its career as revived in the last days 
through the energy of Satan-days yet to come, though 
their shadow is already creeping over the face of the 
prophetic earth. That revival in ten kingdom form cer
tainly will be out of the turbulent "sea" of the peoples. 

7. It is objected "that the postponement wholesale of
the prophecies of this Book to a yet future dispensation 
would frustrate" the important purpose of prophecy, 
namely, "that the faith of the people of God may be 
strengthened by the happening of the thing predicted." 
"Therefore we should refuse the futurist view until it is 
established by full and clear evidence" (pp. 33, 34). But 
this is not the case with all prophecy. Will the proph
ecy of Christ's second coming strengthen faith, our faith, 
when it has happened? As far as we are concerned 
faith will then have passed into sight. Nevertheless, 
that prophecy as soon as given to us does afford present 
strength, comfort and help. Will the fulfilment of all 
the prophecies concerning the day of the Lord and the 
Millennium strengthen our faith by the happening of 
them? Those prophecies are known to us, are inde�d 
part of our holy faith, but we will be out of the world 
before that day of wrath comes; we will be out of the 
realm of faith entirely. Then we shall not need to have 
faith strengthened. Yet such prophecies do strengthen 
faith quite apart from our seeing "the happening of the 
thing predicted." Refer to remarks in answer to the 
second objection (ante)-. Therefore the postponement of 
the prophecies of Revelation to a yet future dispensation 
need not frustrate the purpose mentioned. 

8. The placing of Daniel's 70th week after the present
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Christian era is considered a "fanciful idea," and "one 
of the fundamental assumptions of the futurist system" 
(p. 34). This we may leave for the present. It will be 
considered in the outline of prophetic truth which follows 
this section. 

9. We must now consider that "peculiar interpretation
of ch. 1: 19" upon which "the futurist view rests mainly" 
(p. 34). 

"Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter" (Rev. 
1:19). 

"The futurists regard John's commission to write, given 
him in these words of Christ, as having three distinct and 
separate divisions. They further hold, and this is neces
sary to their system, that by 'the things which thou hast 
seen,' He meant only the vision described in ch. 1, vers. 
12-16; that by 'the things which are,' He meant only what
we have in chs. 2 and 3, the letters to the seven churches
of Asia; and that by 'the things which shall b� hereafter,'
He meant events which then lay in the Jar distant future,
wholly beyond this present dispensation."

"This is an artificial interpretation of the passage; and 
certainly it is far too questionable and too much open 
to dispute to serve as a foundation for what has been 
built upon it" (pp. 34, 45). 

(a) "The things which thou hast seen." Though Mr.
Mauro is somewhat in doubt we may leave this first state
ment, accepting his opinion that "these words may indeed 
be limited to the single vision of Christ described in vers. 
12-18." We believe they should be so limited.

(b) "And the things which are." We take this as cover
ing chs. 2 and 3 of Revelation-the course and develop
ment of Church history up to the coming of Christ for 
His people. Then the third main division of the book 
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commences with ch. 4, and presents "the things which 
shall be hereafter." Mr. Mauro refuses this, and says, 
"What we do find is that the two chapters which the 
futurists arbitrarily designate 'the things which are,' differ 
from the chapters that follow riot as regards the time of 
occurrence of the things they describe, but a:s regards 
their subject matter" (p. 36). 

Now this difference in subject matter we are told is 
that chs. 2 and 3 are ecclesiastical, and the subsequent 
chapters as far as they relate to matters on earth treat 
of the affairs of the nations. Because of this we are 
assured that the difference is not "as regards the time of 
occurrence." But we are told on the next page, "It is 
clear that the clauses, 'things which are' and 'things which 
shall be hereafter,' are strictly parallel, the difference be
tween them being not at all in the nature of the 'things' 
themselves, but solely in the time of their occurrence.'' 
This looks like confusion. 

Again, chs. 2 and 3 "do not contain any description 
whatever of things as they were at that time." How this 
can be said in face of the things spoken of after the words 
"I know" in each message I fail to understand. Yet it 
is stated, "Those letters are not taken up with descrip
tions of things as they then were." Next follows what 
looks like more confusion, "They ref er not only to the 
then ,present state of these Churches [ is it not the des
criptions of things which show this state?], but also to 
things past, and things which were yet to happen." If 
I wrote a description of the present state of New York 
City, and brought in some details of its past history and 
could give assurance of certain future happenings would 
it be erroneous to call my writing, "things which are?" 
Were not the Churches present things? Was not their 
"then present state" characterized by certain things men-
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ti�med in these messages, and indeed making up the great 
bulk of their material? It is rather hard to understand 
the "deep conviction that the _futurist system fails com
pletely at this point." 

( c) "And the things which shall be hereafter." With
this we must also consider ch. 4: 1: "After this [ or, 
�ereafter] I looked, and behold, a door was opened in 
heaven; and the first voice which I heard was as it were 
of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 
hither, and I will show thee things which must be here

after." The same words (meta tauta) occur in the three 
places indicated. This phrase may be expressed "in 
English by 'hereafter,' or 'thereafter,' or 'after this,' or 
'after these things,' the last being the most literal render
ing" (pp. 39, 40). 

We are told that, "Here is where the futurist scheme is 
weakest; for it absolutely requires that the familiar and 
well-understood word 'hereafter' be given a novel mean
ing, one that, so far as I am informed, it never bears. 
The word as we here find it, is unqualified by other 
words which might affect its meaning. Hence there is no 
justification whatever for taking it to mean historical 
events, all of which lay in a future and far distant dis
pensation. For to-morow is as much 'hereafter' as two 
thousand years hence." 

"According to the futurist system, the 'things which 
shall be hereafter' are those described in chs. 4-22. That 
is to say, all that is foretold in these chapters is to be 
fulfilled in the next dispensation. But it is certain that 
the word 'hereafter' does not have the effect of trans
porting all those things across the twenty centuries of 
our era and locating them in the next dispensation; and 
if the word 'hereafter' does not have that effect, we shall 
look in vain for anything else capable of accomplishing 
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such a prodigious dislocation'; (p. 38). However, we shall 
look. 

First, let us consider ch. 1: 19-''And the things which 
are, and the things which shall be after these things," 
adopting the most literal rendering of meta tauta. No 
matter what distinction is made as to subject matter 
tliese words most certainly imply a difference in time. 
Meta followed by an accusative, as in these cases, signifies 
succession either in place or time, a/ ter. Of the other 93 
times in which this prepositi�n occurs with an accusative, 
in the New Testament, with one exception (Heb. 9: 3), 
succession in time is plainly indicated, and it cannot be 
otherwise in the three cases under consideration. The 
element of succession in time as to these visions cannot 
be denied. 

Turning to ch. 4: .l we read, adopting the literal ren
dering: "After these things (i. e., those of chs. 1-3) I 
looked, and behold ... I heard ... Come up hither, and I 
will show thee things which must be after these ( i. e., 
the things of chs. 4-2 2) . 

A little consideration shows that a double meaning 
must attach to these expressions. There is the super
ficial reason that they relate simply to the fact that John 
saw these things in orderly succession as they were sig
nified to him by the angel. So after seeing and hearing 
what he tells about in chs. 1-3, he looked, heard, and was 
caught up in spirit to heaven to be shown further thing� 
which must take place a/ ter the things he has just seen 
and heard about as recorded in chs. 1-3. Then taking 
into account what those things of chs. 1-3 really mean, 
and that by interpretation they cover the entire dispen
sation (pp. 12, 64, 65), it becomes clear that what takes 

place after these things must belong to a future d"ispen-
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sation. Thus "the things which must be after these 
things," as stated at the end of ch. 4: 1, can only mean 
after the Church's history is complete on earth, in other 
words they commence after the last chapter of that his
tory is finished at the coming of Christ for His people. 
We might even say that John has travelled in spirit along 
the whole course of the Church's history, and then "after 
these things," according to the meaning of the prophecy, 
he was called to look and hear, being taken up to heaven 
in spirit that he might see things which must be after 
these things, after that history of the Church. He sees 
them from the vantage ground of heaven. 

If the messages to the Churches do not stand for a 
period of time, but were simply given "not so much to 
reveal things to come, as to admonish, encourage, warn, 
guide, and reprove to the end that we may pass the time 
of our sojourning here in fear, and may give all diligence 
to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling" 
(p. 139), then there is little, if any, sense to the precise 
statement of this verse with its evident idea of succession 
in time-"! will show thee things which must be after 
these things"-after admonitions, encouragements, warn
ings, reproof ( I ) • Strange connection 1 

To use the old word "hereafter" does not help the mat
ter. If it is argued that it means to show "things that 
were to be thereafter, that is, from that time onward" 
(p. 39), meaning from the time they were shown to John, 
we are still mystified, for John had these visions given 
him about A. D. 90 (p. 44) and we are then told that 
one of the first things among those things which must be 
hereafter ( the first seal) is the going forth of the Gospel 
in the power of the Holy Spirit (p. 190). It had been 

already going out for about 60 years. How could it be 
one of the things hereafter, that is after John's being 
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caught up to heaven in spirit, or "from that time onward," 
as is said regarding these things which must be? 

Ch. S is taken to ref er to the ascension and seating of 
C�ist in glory. How could that be one of the things 
hereafter from the standpoint of the time when John is 
being shown these things? Did Christ only ascend and 
take His seat after John was caught up? If the wrong 
start is made, the wrong road taken in pursuing the in
terpretation of these things, there is no hope that a right 
view will be obtained anywhere along the journey through 
this book of prophecy. 

The first two trumpets are applied to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the casting out of the Jewish nation into 
the "sea" of the peoples· about A. D. 70 (pp. 282-85). 
This was 20 years before John was called up to see things 
hereafter, and hereafter means, we are told, from that 
time of his call onward. The third trumpet is applied to 
Satan being cast out of heaven shortly after the ascension 
of Christ when, it is claimed, the war in heaven of ch. 12 
took place. If this is so,' that war must have occurred 
about 50 years before John was called to -see this vision. 
If such interpretations are correct, how is it possible to 
understand the expression, "I will show thee things which 
must be hereafter," as meaning things which were to be 
after John was taken up to heaven in the spirit (p. 39)? 
These things do not fit together, they are fatal flaws 
in this teaching. 

We conclude that these expressions taken in their evi
dent relation to one another, and to the line of prophecy 
given in Revelation can_ only be construed to mean what 
we have already suggested. The "after these things" 
which begins ch. 4: 1 must mean after the vision of Christ 
in the midst of the seven churches, and, to say no more, 
after the then present condition of the churches addressed 
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which would place this whole picture at about A. D. 90.

Therefore if John is shown things which must take place 
after these things as stated, they must have been things 

taking place after about A. D. 90. This nullifies the in
terpretations given of these things as I have shown, and 
thus seriously affects the whole scheme followed in this 
exposition of Revelation. 

The truth of the matter will be found in considering 
"the things which are" to refer to the present dispensa
tion up to Christ's coming as foretold in 1 Thess. 4; and 
that "the things which are after these things'-' relate to 
the future dispensation, the end-time of Daniel's proph
ecies, of which at least his 70th week is the main part, 
if not the whole. 



A Brief Outline 

of Prophetic Truth 

Heaven and earth are the two great spheres with which 
the purposes of God are concerned. In relation to these 
spheres, and in them, Christ is to be manifested in abso
lute preeminence-Head over all things. ·The mystery of 
God's will is that of heading up all things in Christ, the 
things in the heavens and the things upon the earth (Eph. 
1 :_ 10). Christ is the established Heir of all things (Heb. 
1: 2). 

Speaking in a general way the things of these two 
spheres occupy the two major parts of Scripture. The 
Old Testament treats of the earth and God's plans re
garding it. Hence Israel is the prominent subject of its 
history and prophecy. The New Testament, while amply 
showing that the purposes and promises of God revealed 
in the Old Testament are to· be literally fulfilled, intro
duces us to heaven into which the world-rejected Christ 
has entered, sitting on His Father's throne until His ene
mies are made the footstool of His feet and He takes. 
His own throne. In· His heavenly relations and the king
dom-glory, Christ is to have a body of redeemed people 
in most intimate association with Himself. This body is 
called "the fulness of Him who fills all in all" (Eph. 1: 
23). It is the Church now being formed by the opera
tions of the Holy Spirit commenced at Pentecost. This 
mystery of Christ and the Church is the great feature of 
Paul's ministry. Hence the prominent subject in the New 
Testament is the Church, the Body of Christ, of which 
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He is the Head in heaven. Its calling, testimony, rela
tions, and destiny are all heavenly in character. Those 
of Israel are all earthly. 

The book of Revelation unfolds the glorious supremacy 
of Christ. in both of these spheres in which all things are 
to be headed up in Him as God's anointed Man-the 
Seed of the woman, the Seed of Abraham, the Seed of 
David, the I(ing of Psalm 2, the Son of Man of Ps. 8; 
the Branch, the Chief Corner Stone, the Judge of Israel, 
aµd the Sun of Righteousness; the Child born and the 
Son given upon·whose shoulder the government shall rest, 
whose name is Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace; Head over all prin
cipality and power, all being made subject to Him in 
both the heavenly and earthly spheres. 

The Father has delivered all things into His hands, He 
possesses all power in heaven and on earth. 

He is the Firstborn from among the dead, Second Man 
and Last Adam, Head of the New Creation which ever 
abides according to the perfection of its glorious Head 
all the things of which, when finally established, shall 
be found new, even in fullest agreement with His char
acter and glory. 

He is Firstborn among many brethren ( the whole re
deemed company) ; and He is Head of the Body, the 
Church, He has the first place in all things. 

He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, of all divine revelation, of all divine purpose, and 
of all glory. 
· He ·is presented to us from beginning to end of the
Holy Scriptures, so that He bears immediate relation to
both the earthly and heavenly things revealed in them.
Let us now consider some of the- leading features of this
revelation.
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God's purpose stands disclosed to us first of all in the 
promise of the woman's Seed ( Gen. 3) . He is to bruise 
the head of the serpent. This means the complete over
throw of all Satan's plans and works. It involves the 
judgment of the whole world-system of which he is God 
and prince, in both its natural and spiritual aspects. 
Both wicked men and wicked spirits are involved. It 
means the deliverance of creation from the bondage of 
corruption with which it has been enthralled by Satan 
as a serpent coils around its prey. Creation will be 
brought into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God (Rom. 8: 21). Toward this consummation God's 
plans and works have ever moved forward through all 
the changeful centuries of .human history. 

In due time with this object in view after the utter 
ruin of fallen man had been manifested in his develop
ment both before the flood and after, and when idolatry, 
back of which is spiritual wickedness (1 Cor. 10: 20), 
had engulfed the race, God called Abram out of all his 
associations in this world to be the depository- of un
conditional promises of blessing which would come to 
fulfilment in his Seed. These promises have to do with 
all nations, with his own descendants who are to be a 
great nation, with the land of Canaan given to him 
and his seed in solemn covenant. His seed is to be 
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
sea-shore, and shall be completely victorious, possessing 
the enemy's gate, while in that Seed all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed. Paul tells us that that 
Seed is Christ ( GaL 3: 16), while we know that the great 
nation out of Abraham's loins -is Israel, "of whom, as 
according to flesh is the Christ" (Rom. 9: 5). So Christ 
is the Seed of Abraham (Matt. 1: 1). Here we can see 
that the promises embrace those two great spheres first 
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mentioned-heaven and earth, and also victory over that 
great enemy who operates in both. That enemy hates 
Abraham's Seed, who is the same as the Seed of the 
woman, and opposes Him by every conceivable means. 
Satan also fights against his seed as found in Israel, 
the great nation of earthly destiny, and also against that 
larger company of heavenly calling in which there is a 
present fulfilment of the promise of blessing to all 
nations through the gospel of grace (Gal. 3: 8, 9). The 
time is still future when on earth and through Abraham's 
great nation all other nations shall be blessed, in the 
kingdom of the Son of Man. He, being Abraham's Seed 
to whom the promises were confirmed, will bring in the 
reign of righteousness, peace, and prosperity of which 
Old Testament prophets and psalmists so often preach 
and sing. 

Plainly all depends upon the Seed, first promised to 
Adam and Eve; tlfen announced as coming through the 
family of Abraham, and pointed out as his Son, also 
David's Son, the Lion of Judah, the Son of Man, Heir of 
all things, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. 
God's purposes and promises as to the earth, Israel, and 
the land will all be accomplished by Him. 

But it is necessary to. trace the historical development 
of Abraham's seed, for this leads us to see what must 
mould our thoughts regarding prophecy. Even a cursory 
examination of the promises made to the patriarchs and 
later to the nation of Israel makes it evident that at 
best only a partial and imperfect fulfilment has taken 
place. The explanation is not far to seek. 

Though reference is made to the covenanted promises 
given to the patriarchs in Exod. 2: 24, and God acted on 
the ground of this unconditional covenant with the fathers 
iri delivering Israel from Egypt, it was not in virtue of 
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this covenant that the nation entered the land. This was 
on the basis of another covenant, that of Mount Sinai, 
which made their blessing in the land, and ·tenure of the 
land, depend entirely upon their obedience to the cove
nant of works under which they had voluntarily placed 
themselves. Their state required the test proposed to 
them at Mt. Sinai, and it brought out that state into 
full manifestation. In their pride and self-sufficiency 
they had not regard to God's grace shown in their de
liverance and supply along the road, in spite of their 
murmuring and waywardness. Had they regarded this 
in their hearts they would have learned His way for 
them, as His called out people, in some different fashion. 

The result is well known. They utterly failed. Threat
ened with complete destruction, they are spared through 
the intercession of Moses. The covenant is renewed with 
certain modifications, and under this they entered the 
land. Their history in it is too familiar to need review. 
Lev. 26; Deut. 28 and 30 shows us the conditions on 
which Israel stood and her m

i

serable failure. The prophets 
abundantly enforce these things. They announce and re
late God's judgments on His rebellious people. The fact 
is, Israel never received the promised blessing, at best 
only a partial fulfilment took place by reason of their 
failure under the test they assumed. That unconditional 
covenant made with the fathers remains to be fully ac
complished. It will be according to Lev. 26: 40-45; Ps. 
105: 8-11. It will be through Christ in whom all the 
promises of God are yea and amen. 

What God declared He would do in case of Israel's 
disobedience has been accomplished. Israel has been 
judged, cast out of the land, and dispersed among the 
nations. But God also promises restoration, salvation, 
glory, in short, the realization of all the purposes and 
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promises regarding Abraham's seed, that great nation of 
which God spoke to him. These things are developed 
and presented in detail by the Old Testament prophets. 
Will they be fully accomplished? To this hour they re
main prophecy. Must they be all spiritualized and made 
to apply to a "spiritual Israel," even to the Church, or 
to the whole company of the redeemed who go to heaven? 
Would this prove that "the gifts and calling of God are 
not subject to repentance" (Rom.11: 19) God is not 
mocked, and does not mock us. The testimony of Scrip
t�re will be the best answer. 

The Old Testament teaches the restoration of Israel to 
their land. A believing remnant will be saved from which 
the nation will be built up. Then will be fulfilled all that 
God has promised as to earthly inheritance, kingdom
glory, and headship among the nations, those nations be
ing blessed under her as promised to Abraham. Jeru
salem will then be the metropolis of the earth. The 
earth will be delivered from the curse and made abun
dantly fruitful. The glory of the Lord will spread to 
the ends of the earth, peace and righteousness will reign, 
for "the kingdom of the world of our Lord and of His 
Christ [will] have begun to be" (Rev. 11 ; 15) . 

The comparatively insignificant restoration under Ezra 
and Nehemiah presents no fulfilment of what is promised. 
Certainly it is not possible to think of it in connection 
with any remnant of grace saved in this dispensation. 
The evidence of such a restoration and full accomplish
ment of promise to Abraham's seed is very abundant. 
Among many scriptures consider these: Isa. 2 : 1-4; 6: 10-
13; 11: 10-16; 14: 1, 2; 27: 6; 33: 20-22; 40: 1-5; 43: 
1-7; 49: 7-13; 60; 65: 18-25; 66: 7-14, 18-21. Jer. 3:
14-18; 16: 14-16; 23: 3-8; 30; 31: 10-14; 33: 23-26.
Ezek. 28: 25, 26; 36: 24-38; 37: 11-18; Daniel 12: 1.
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Hosea 14: 4-7. Joel 3: 16-21. Amos 9: 9-15. Micah 
4: 6-8. Zeph. 3: 8-20. Zech. 2: 4-12; 10: 6-12; 12: 6-9; 
14: 16-21. In addition many of the Psalms are in agree
ment with the prophets. Incidentally we have discussed 
how nations could be in the Millennium, since it appeared 
from the teaching under review that there were none 
to enter it, all being judged at the Lord's appearing, but 
Zechariah for one speaks of nations at the .beginning of 
the Millennium who go up to worship at Jerusalem ( 14: 
16). 

An important question may be considered at this point. 
When will these things take place? We- have referred to 
Isa. 2 regarding Israel's restoration and exaltation. This 
same chapter speaks of the day of Jehovah which will 
be "upon everything proud and lofty, and upon every
thing lifted up, and it shall be brought lqw" (ver. 12). 
These things will take place when Jehovah "shall arise to 
terrify the earth" (ver. 21). This points to the day of 
wrath mentioned in Revelation, and to the vials of judg
ment, when all tbe great and mighty of earth are over
thrown. Isa. 3 continues the description, and Isa. 4: 2-6 
depicts the salvation and blessing of the faithful remnant. 
It will be then that "the Lord hath performed His whole 
work upon mount Zion and upon Jerusalem" and He 
will turn to "punish the fruit of the stoutness of heart 
of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks" 
(Isa. 10: 12) . Verses 2 0-2 7 make plain what takes place 
in that day for Israel. Ch. 11 continues with further 
details, and ch. 12 is the resultant song of salvation. Thus 
the Millennium is introduced and established. These 
scriptures, samples of many more, are clear as to the 
order of Israel's restoration, and the connected events. 
By no stretch of the imagination can a fulfilment of them 
be shown either in the past or present. 
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There will be a return of the Jews to their own land 
in unbelief. This is beginning in our day. In this con
nection let us consider the great prophetic time-table 
given by Daniel-his prophecy of the 70 weeks of years, 
ch. 9: 24-2 7. They are determined upon Daniel's peo
ple and his holy city (the Jews and Jerusalem). At the 
end of these weeks transgression will be finished, sins 
ended, reconciliation made, everlasting righteousness 
brought in. This can only refer to those days of the 
complete accomplishment of God's purpose and promises 
concerning His earthly people. This, we know, has not 
yet taken place. 

For our present purpose suffice it to say that after 69 
weeks, or 483 years, Messiah having come was rejected 
and cut off. He had nothing (Isa. 49: 3-6). The Jews 
crucified their King. "He came unto His own [ things, 
neuter] , and His own [people, masculine] received Him 
not" (John 1 : 11) . 

The 70th week does not immediately commence. There 
is a gap of time in which the city and sanctuary (J er
usalem and the temple) are destroyed, "and unto the end, 
war-the determined portion of desolations." Connect 
with this "the consumption determined" of Isa. 10: 22, 
23 and 28: 22. Ver. 27 of Dan. 9 takes up the last week 
at the end of which the objects stated in ver. 24 will be 
reali7.ed. This week begins with the inauguration of a 
convenant which is made by the prince who shall come, 
whose people in the first place destroyed the city and 
sanctuary. We know the Romans accomplished this, so 
it rriust be a future Roman prince who makes ·this cove
nant with Daniel's people. It appears to be a treaty 
granting protection, and permitting them to reestablish 
their ancient religious economy. To be able to be a 
party to such an agreement the Jews must then have 
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some form of polity, and this, of course, will be set up 
in their own land. They are now going back with politico
religious plans, and in unbelief, still in the blindness 
which has come upon them (Rom. 11: 2 5). Present day 
events foreshadow the future full accomplishment of 
Daniel's prophecy. To enlarge upon this phase of our 
subject would be most interesting, but we must forbear. 

To continue, in the midst of the week the Roman 
prince forces the Jews to stop their religious economy. 
Another treaty has become "a scrap of paper," It is 
then that the full blasphemous character and activity 
of the beast and his co-adjutor-the second beast, the 
false prophet, the Antichrist, the one coming in his own 
name and received by the Jews in their unbelief at this 
time of the end-will be manifested and permitted to 
continue for the last half of the week, that is, the 42 
months , the 1260 days; the time, times and half a time, 
ot three and one half years, the specific time mentioned 
by Daniel and John. It is then that there "shall be a 
time of distress, such as never was since there was a 
nation until that time" (Dan. 12: 1). "And at that time 
thy people shall be delivered," Daniel is told. The Jews 
in their unbelief will be under the protection of this 
composite civil-religious power in its state of final and 
awful blasphemy as represented in the two beasts of 
Rev. 13. Now note Daniel's prophecy: "And because of 
the protection of abominations there shall be a desolator, 
even until that the consumption and what is determined 
shall be poured·· out upon the desolate." The desolator 
is that mighty scourge sent by God as fore told in Isa. 
2 8: 14-2 2, and that which is determined Isaiah also speaks 
of in ch.11: 22, 23, 25. Thus as declared in Jer. 16, after 
speaking of Israel's restoration, the prophet records, 
"First I will recompense their iniquity and their sin 
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double, because they have profaned My land ( compare 
Ps. 10: 16) with the carcases of their detestable things, 
and with their abominations have they filled Mine in
heritance" ( ver. 18). The comfort comes after Jerusalem 
has received o� Jehovah's hand double for all her sins 
(Isa. 40: 1), then Isa. 1: 24-31 will become true. This 
last part of Daniel's week with its full-blown blasphemy, 
its awful desolator from whom the wicked covenant of 
the Jews will not protect them for he is permitted to 
sweep through the land (see Daniel 11: 40-45), is the 
time of "Jacob's trouble" (Jer. 30: 7) and of "great tri
bulation" referred to by ·the Lord (Matt. 24: 15-30). 

Now the lapse of time between th� 69th and 70th weeks 
is still running its course. Its character could not be more 
fully stated in such brief compass (ver. 26). No events 
of history answer to the 70th week. It is still future, as 
also Israel's restoration and blessing spoken of by the 
Prophets. This will be fully realized at the expiration 
of the 70th week according to the information given to 
Daniet 

With this last week of years we must associate the time 
of the end referred to by Daniel. It is the time when 
the final phase of the fourth Gentile empire is struck by 
the Stone. Then "shall the God of the heavens set up 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the sov
ereignty thereof shall not be left to another people: it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, but 
itself shall stand forever" (Dan. 2: 44, 45; Rev.11: 15). 
We learn the same from the vision of the beasts (Dan. 
7). Compare Daniel 8: 17, 19; 11: 40; 12: 4, and Matt. 
24. The times of the Gentiles will then come to their
end, and the world-rule of the great Gentile powers. They
will no longer tread down Jerusalem and the land (Ps.
10: 16-18).
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As remarked, Daniel's people will be delivered at the 
end of tlys last week. Zech. 14 records the closing events 
and the results of this deliverance when Israel's Redeemer 
and Deljverer is found in Zion. Many other details and 
related scriptures might be presented which buttress these 
main features. This, however, has been quite fully done 
in excellent works on both Daniel and Revelation.* 
Enough has been said to indicate clearly when Israel's 
restoration takes place. 

Mention must now be made of the scriptural testimony 
to the establishment on earth of the Millennial king
dom in which restored Israel and spared Gentile nations 
are found. Here the sealed of Israel, and the great mul
titude of Rev. 7 come in. The progeny of these nations 
compose the multitude that rises in rebellion at the final 
test of man when the 1000 years are ended (Rev. 20: 
7-10) . In this brief outline we can do no more than pre
sent a selection of scriptures which give this testimony.
Some of these have been already before us. Gen. 49:
10, 11; Num. 24: 17-19; 1 Sam. 2: 8-10; 2 Sam. 7: 10-
14; Ps. 2: 18; 21: 45; 48; 72: 2-11; 110: 1-6; Isa. 9:
6, 7; 11: 1-9; 31; 32: 1, 2; 63: 1-4; Jer. 23: 5-8; 30: 1-
11; Ezek. 37: 21-28; Dan. 2: 44; 7: 13, 14; Hosea 3:
4, 5; Amos 9: 11, 12; Micah 5; Zeph. 3: 8-20; Hag. 2:
1-7, 21-23; Zech.3: 8-10; 12: 8; 14; Mal.3: 1-4-

We may add confirming passages from the New Testa
ment. Luke 1: 31-33, 54, 55, 68-75; Matt.19: 28 �ith 

* On DANIEL: H. A. Ironside, $1.25; Wm. Kelly, '$1.00;
J. N. Darby, $1.00; E. Dennett, $1.00. 

On REVELATION: H. A. Ironside, $1.50; T. B. Baines, 
$1.40; F. W. Grant, $1.50; W. Scott, $2.00; H .. H. Snell, 
$1.00; Wm. Kelly, $1.60 and $3.00; E. I)ennett, $1.40; 
J. N. Darby, $1.00. 
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Acts 3: 21 and Dan. 7: 13, 14; Matt. 25: 31, 32; 26: 64 
with Dan. 7: 13, 14. 

It also may be of interest to point out some of the 
scriptures which depict prominent spiritual and physical 
features of the Millennial kingdom. 

It is established under the new covenant-a covenant 
of grace and blessing founded upon the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus, under which new birth in connection 
with Israel is accomplished. New birth the Lord Himself 
calls "earthly" when it is connected with the kingdom 
on earth, though it is fundamental to aU relationship with 
God whether that be in the sphere of earthly or heavenly 
things of which al�o the Lord speaks (John 3: 12). Com
pare Jer. 31: 31-34; 32: 37-40; Isa. 59: 20, 21; 61: 8, 9; 
Ezek.16: 60,62; 37: 26-28. 

It is marked by an outpouring of the Spirit as men
tioned in Isa. 32: 15; 44: 3; Joel 2: 28-32; Ezek. 36: 24-
29; 39: 28,29. 

There are .marked physical effects such as described in 
Isa.11: 6-9; 32: 15; 35: 1, 2; 55: 13; 65: 17-20, 25; 
Ezek. 36: 35, 36; Amos 9: 13; Ps. 93'-100 celebrate con
ditions which prevail when "Jehovah reigneth;" also Ps. 
46, 4 7 and 6 7; Ps. 45 giving us a beautiful picture of the 
King. 

Finally Ezek. 40-48 presents in remarkable detail many 
important features of the Millennial kingdom. 

A consideration of the important teaching of Rom. 11 
may fittingly conclude this outline. 

In chs. 1-8 of this epistle the apostle has fully de
veloped the gospel of grace in all its blessed and varied 
el.ements. He has declared that this is for Jew and Gen
tile alike on the principle of faith. There is no difference. 
This doctrine .naturally raised the question as to the 
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special promises made to Israel. Were these set aside? 
If not, how were they to be fulfilled? did the bringing 
in of the Gentiles mean Israel's final rejection? In chs. 
9-11 Paul answers the issue thus raised regarding the
gospel and God's dispensational dealings. This ques
tion concerns Israel's place as God's elect nation on the
earth according to the promises made to Abraham. It
does not concern individuals simply, or the Church, but
Jews and Gentiles in relation to God's purposes for the
earth, as suggested in the symbol of the Olive tree. It
resolves itself into a matter of God's faithfulness in view
of His unconditional promises.

For our present purpose it is important to see that 
these chapters show that God will accomplish fully and 
literally all that is revealed in the Old Testament re
garding Abraham's seed, that "great nation" which springs 
from him. There is no intimation that we are to spirit
ualize these things. The promises to Israel as Abraham's 
seed abide, in spite of all that has come in, for they were 
unconditional. Israel's complete failure under a self
assured conditional covenant could not operate to set 
aside the promises. At Sinai the nation virtually refused 
the grace of God according to which the unconditional 
promises were given, and according to which God had 
dealt with them hitherto. They then took their stand 
upon the ground of their own responsibility, the law being 
the standard of this. The consequences were disastrous. 
Nevertheless God's word has not failed no matter how 
much man may fail._ This results from the truth of His 
sovereignty ·(9: 6-13), His righteousness (9: 14-18), and 
His prerogative (9: 19-29). History, well known to the 
Israelite, gave ample proof of God's right to act in grace 
as He is now doing. All depended upon God's mercy, 
sovereignly dispensed, not upon him who wills or runs, 
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for none could attain on the ground of self-effort or works 
of law. It was just in this that Israel had failed. 

Ch. 10 proves Israel responsible for their own rejection, 
having refused the offer of a free and universal salvation 
on the principle of faith, blindly relying on natural claims 
and seeking to establish their own righteousness accord
ing to the covenant of law. They could offer no valid 
excuse. They could not plead ignorance. Their own 
scriptures warned them of being superseded by the Gen
tiles. The Gentiles were now being brought into blessing 
according to Paul's gospel of "no difference," and Israel 
remained obdurate. 

This at once raises the question, "Has God cast away 
His people?" ( ch. 11 : 1) . The apostle's answer is three
fold. He also shows how the Gentiles, though admitted 
to a place of equality with Israel consequent upon their 
failure, will be cut off ·because of not abiding in God's 
goodness. This forecasts the close and judgment of the 
present dispensation, after which Paul plainly shows Is
rael will be restored-saved, as a result of which blessing 
will flow out to all the world. Let us pursue this in more 
detail. 

The apostle's threefold answer to the question which 
opens ch. 11 is: 

1. "God has not cast away His people whom He fore
knew." The proof is found in Paul's own case, and in 
the fact of a remnant preserved in Elijah's day in the 
midst of national defection and decline. God had not 
left the nation without a believing remnant. But the 
preservation of this remnant is on the principle upon 
which the promises were given-God's free grace, not 
Israel's merit (vers. 1-6). This is true now, and will be 
true also after this dispensation closes when God resumes 
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action with regard to the earth, Israel and the world. 
Compare Isa. 1 : 9 ; 6: 13 ; 10: 21, 2 2 ; Joel 2 : 3 2 with 
Rom. 11 : 2 6- The following verses ( Rom. 11 : 7-10) sum 
up the case as to Israel. The mass of the nation having 
rejected God's grace, only the chosen, believing remnant 
has obtained the blessing. All the rest were blinded ac
cording to Isa. 2 9 and Ps. 69. 

2. The second part of the apostle's answer follows, sup
plemented, however, with another question. Since Israel 
had stumbled and fallen under God's judgment, was this 
an irrecoverable fall? Has the nation as such lost its 
place according to God's original purpose? Having stum
bled, will they ever again be raised up? The apostle 
answers, first, "Far be the thought," for by their fall 
salvation has come to the nations to provoke them to 
jealousy, that by this their unbelief might be broken 
down if possible, and salvation accepted as preached by 
the apostle ( vers. 11, 13, 14) . The fall and loss of lsrael 
brought in wealth to the nations, that is, wealth for them 
according to the grace and mercy of God as shown in the 
previous chapters (ver. 12). Thus the door was open for 
"the world's reconciliation" (ver. 16). But if their fall 
had effected such a result, how much rather would their 
fulness bring blessing to the world and the nations. The 
present is the time of their utter poverty (Deut. 29: 
27-29; Hosea 3: 4, 5), they are empty and cast out.
But they are to be received again ( Deut. 30) . This will
be as life from among the dead. It will have the char
acter of resurrection. This fittingly suggests the great
change of relations and conditions which will mark the
nation's future restoration under the new covenant which
involves the work of new birth and the pouring out of the
Spirit as the prophets have foretold ( vers. 11-1 S) . To
this the Lord referred when speaking to Nicodemus.
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3. The third part of the apostle's answer is given in
verses 25-32, after showing by way of introduction what 
is taking place in this present dispensation (vers. 16-24). 
We must remember that throughout this chapter neither 
heavenly and eternal things, nor the Church, are being 
considered. The reference is to earthly purposes and 
promises rooted in Abraham, from whom Israel grew up, 
the Olive tree in which was found the fulness of God's 
blessing for the world and the nations as regards the 
earth. Israel had al,l as to privilege (Rom. 9: 1-5; Eph. 
2: 11, 12). 

In view of Israel's utter failure under the covenant of 
works, the way was left open for God in His sovereignty 
to act according to grace even as He had done in the call 
and blessing of Abraham. This made it possible and 
quite consistent with God's righteousness and faithfulness 
to bring in the Gentiles and treat them on an equality 
with the Jew, for both have been already charged "with 
being all under sin," the whole world being now "under 
judgment to God" (Rom. 3: 9-20). Therefore the gospel 
goes out to aU, Gentile as well as Jew, offering the same 
place of acceptance and blessing to all on the ground of

what Abraham's Seed has accomplished. The Gentiles 
could continue in this goodness of God, that is of being 
treated on an equality with Israel, by continuance in 
faith, that is, in believing

! 
The natural branches them

selves had been cut off because of unbelief. Therefore, 
let not the Gentile boast; if he did not continue he would 
be cut off. The present days witness that the Gentile 
has not continued in God's goodness. Christendom has 
turned from the truth to fables. Sound doctrine will not 
be endured any longer. Apostasy is present. What next? 
Cutting off! When? As soon as "the fulness of the na
tions be come in" (ver. 25). This will be when that com-
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pany of people which God is now gathering out to His 
name ( Acts 15: 14) will be complete. Then Christ will 
come for those who are Christ's, removing the redeemed 
company to heaven, and leaving the apostate mass of 
those· who have not obeyed the glad tidings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ for the fiery judgment at the revelation of 
Christ from heaven (Rev. 19: 11-21) . Then the Gentile 
branches will be broken off coincident with the removal 
of the redeemed. This brings to an end the present 
period of equality between Jew and Gentile as far as 
privilege is concerned. What then? The natural branches, 
those of Israel, if not continuing in unbelief ( numerous 
scriptures already referred to assure us they will not) will 
be restored to their own Olive tree. What does this 
mean? Israel will be restored to her place of unique and 
preeminent right according to the root and fatness of the 
Olive tree, th�t is the Abrahamic covenant of uncondi
tional promises concerning ( among other things) the na
tion as his seed. 

These things will be realized in the believing remnant 
of the last days-a ·remnant which will be according to 
the election of grace as much then as this is so now in 
respect to those Jews who are saved in this present period, 
having "pre-trusted in the Christ" (Eph. 1: 12), which 
means tha:t they have anticipated what will finally be 
the faith of the nation. Of course the present remnant 
and the future one stand in different relations and con-
ditions. The former is incorporated in the Church and 
participates in its heavenly calling and glory; the latter 
as being graffed into the Olive tree will participate in its 
fulness and fatness as promised to the root, Abraham, 
regarding the "great nation" which is his seed. That 
remnant will constitute "all Israel" which "shall be saved" 
( ver. 2 6) , and though small in number compared to the 
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mass of the nation which will be apostate and follow 
Antichrist who comes in his own name, this only shows 
again that "not all are Israel which are of Israel" ( ch. 
9: 6). 

In speaking of this salvation the apostle refers to Isa. 
59: 20, 21. The context of this passage taken with Isa. 
60 clearly shows when this restoration is effected. These 
things are accomplished because of God's elective pur
pose. His gifts and calling bestowed unconditionally 
in grace are not subject to repentance. 

At Sinai a distinct change occurred in God's relation
ship with Abraham's seed. This was due to Israel's 
choosing to attain the proposed blessing by fulfilling all 
that God commanded. Thus the ground shifted from 
the unconditional promises given in grace to that of their 
own responsibility to fulfil the obligation assumed. This 
necessitated a temporary suspension of God's activity in 
grace, such as had been shown toward the nation in its 
deliverance from Egypt and in the journey to Sinai- He 
dealt with them thereafter on the ground of their own 
responsibility assumed when the law was given. He must 
permit the experiment to work out to a full demonstra
tion of man's utter inability to even enter, to say nothing 
of abiding in His full blessing. This failure being mani
fested in Israel's history, and the rejection of Christ for
ever ending the relation between God and Israel on the 
basis of the Sinai covenant, God then, according to His 
sovereign right, turned back to the principle of grace, 
otherwise Jew and Gentile being alike under sentence 
(Rom. 1-3) only judgment could be administered. The 
death of Christ met the issue so that grace might reign 
in righteousness. The righteous judgment of God against 
sin being fully executed at the cross, the way became open 
for God to make all, Jew and Gentile, objects of mercy. 
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In doing this He returns to His activity in grace. By 
the grace of God Christ tasted death. For the grace of 
God which carries with it salvation for all men has ap
peared. By grace we are saved through faith. We are 
justified freely by His grace. Where sin abounded grace 
has over-abounded. We have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches 
of His grace. In His grace He accomplishes a work by 
His Spirit in us, creating a new man whose pleasure it is 
to do His will, and our sins and iniquities are remembered 
no more. This is the new covenant, already made good 
to Christians, and also· to be made with Israel in the 
future time of ·their restoration. Upon this basis God will 
reestablish relationship ,with �he nation. It is upon this 
same basis that the present election of grace, saved Jews 
of this era, enter into blessing (Rom. 11: 5, 6). 

We see then how �'through the unbelief of these"
the natural branches, Israelites-the Gentiles were made 
"objects of mercy" (Rom.11: 30). Verse 31 meaus that 
the Jews· would not believe in this mercy to the Gentiles, 
and rejected the gospel in which this was proclaimed, and 
which called upon them along with the Gentiles to acc�pt 
the free grace of God. Thus the door was open for all, 
though under sentence, to escape the righteous judgment 
of God and enter into fullest blessing-blessing which 
was a· fulfilment of the promises in a higher and more 
glorious sphere, the heavenly. It was an aspect of these 
promises, or. I might say an inner reality which they 
enshrined according to t4e secret things of God, which 
only became known in the New Testament- ministry, es
pecially that of Paul. Rejecting this the Jews lost all 
right to the promises, with• the consequence that they too 
at the end will be made "objects of mercy." Thus they 
will be received back, graff ed into the good Olive tree, 
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and saved by the Deliverer who will turn away ungodli
ness from Jacob. 

The consideration of these varied ways of God in His 
dispensations leads the apostle to burst forth in a dox
ology (vers. 33-36). Praise is comely indeed as we con
template the full accomplishment of all God's promises, 
assuring us that His Word does not fail. 

As another has said: "There is no blessing for the 
earth apart from the blessing of Israel. There could be 
n� fulfilment of the prophecies of that time of the earth's 
blessing without Israel being the centre of it, as every 
picture shows. Of course, if, for Israel in the prophet we 
are content to read the Church [ or, with · Mr. Mauro, 
the redeemed of all ages] , then everything will be changed 
indeed, but God's word, read in the simplicity of its ample 
statement cannot possibly allow of this" (Num. Bible) . 

. 

Conclusion 

The concurrent voice of Scripture in both Old and New 
Testaments is that tlie restoration of the Jewish nation 
is not a baseless dream. That voice, as heard speaking 
in the New Testament, loudly proclaims the unique place 
and special glory of the Church which is Christ's Body, 
placing it as distinct from the saints of all other dis
pensations. Mr. :Mauro's teaching can only leave us 
without an intelligent understanding of a large part of 
the prophetic Word. It is not made surer to us by his 
interpretation. In fact its light becomes hid in a fog of 
spiritualizing ideas, causing it· to fail to fully shine "as 
a lamp shining in an obscure place." We need its full 
fight in these days of growing darkness and adyancing 
apostasy, and when, though it be only in shadowy form, 
we may discern already those Satanic evils which reach 
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full manifestation in the coming dispensation. As the 
light of prophecy falls upon this world in its present 
state, no discerning eye can fail to see the fore boding 
shadows which are creeping over the prophetic earth. 

"But the end of all things is drawn nigh: be sober 
therefore, and be watchful unto prayers" ( 1 Pet. 4: 7) . 

"The coming of the Lord is drawn nigh" 

(James 5: 8.) 
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