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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES 

OF CHRIST. 

"Who is the image of the invisible God" 
( Col. 1. 1 S). 

QNE reason the Apostle had in writ-
ing the Epistle to the Colossians 

was to warn the Christians against 
certain false teachers and their heretical 
teachings. In order to safeguard the 
believers against such teachings, the 
writer presented the glories of Christ 
in such a way that the more carefully 
and reverently those glories are con
templated, the more attractive Christ 
becomes to "His own." 

Let us endeavour to examine a few 
of the many essential glories which 
belong exclusively to Him in Whom 
dwells the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

THE GLORY oF His DEITY. 

The above quoted passage informs us 
that Christ is the image of the invisible· 
God. This is one of the deepest 
mysteries in the universe. The natural 
mind at once asks how it is possible 
for a person to become the image 
of another person who is invisible? 
Here we are faced with one of those 
great truths which no mortal being can 
fully understand. But the fact that we 
cannot understand a declaration is by 
no means a proof that the declaration 
is not true. The Bible tells us distinctly 
that Christ is the revelation of God, 
and of all the revelations which God 
has made, the greatest and grandest is 
the revelation of Himself in His Son. 

If the Lord Jesus had never con
descended to visit this planet we should 
have been ignorant of God for all 
eternity. We might have known about

Him, but we would never have known 
Him personally. 

IMAGE AND LIKENESS. 

The word image is significant, because 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

"image" is more than "likeness." I may 
be like a person without being the very 
iniag.e of that person, but I could not 
be the image of a person without being 
like him. Thus in Hebrews, chapter 
one, verse three, we are informed that 
Christ is the "brightness of God's glory, 
and the express IMAGE of His person." 

It was a tremendous epoch in the 
world's history when God said, "Let 
there be light," and when He divided 
the light from the darkness, calling the 
darkness "night," and the light "day." 

Something like that has happened to 
every genuine believer. God has shone 
into our once darkened hearts that He 
might convey the light of the knowledge 
of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
There is only one place in the universe 
where the glory of God is seen in its 
f ulness. This world in which we live is 
a wonder£ ul place, and scientists are 
continually discovering more of its mar
vels, but, although this physical world 
manifests the glory of God in many 
ways, yet it does not manifest that 
glory in its fulness. The heavens are 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST.

no less wonder£ ul than this planet, ·and 
astronomers are penetrating those cel
estial bodies with greater and stronger 
telescopes now than ever before. But, 
however marvellous those ethereal 
creations may be, and however greatly 
they display the glory of God, yet that 
glory is not seen in its f ulness in the 
heavens. The only place where the 
glory of God is seen in its perfection 
is in the, face of Jesus Christ. 

It is possible to behold that glory ·now

as we study the Scriptures, and thereby 
know more of Christ Who� the Holy 
Spirit delights to reveal through the 
written Word. And if it is so entranc
ing to behold that glory now by faith, 
what will it be when we see Him not 
by faith, but by sight-when the grand
est of all promises will be fulfilled, and 
we "see Him face to face" ! Then in
deed we shall behold the glory of God 
in all its surpassing splendour. 

WHAT MOSES SAW. 

There was a tin1e in the life of Moses 
when he · prayed "I beseech Thee, shew 
me Thy glory." The request was in-

6 



THE ESSENTlAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

finitely greater than Moses realised. It 
was a request which God was unable to 
grant, for He said "Thou canst not see 
My face : for there shall no man see 
Me, and live" (Exodus 33, 18 and 20). 
The utmost that Moses was allowed to 
see were the back parts of that ineffable 
glory. 

But we are able to see what Moses 
never could see in his day and gener
ation, namely, the glory of God in the 
face of His Son. 

One of the most amazing facts it is 
possible to contemplate is this :-When 
the Lord Jesus Christ was upon this 
earth He was GOD IN HUMAN FORM. One 
of His titles prophetically stated by 
Isaiah was "The Everlasting Father." 

This reminds us of the words spoken 
by the Lord Himself in reply to the 
request suggested by Philip, "Lord, shew 
us the Father, and it sufficeth us." The 
reply was, "Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known 
me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father" (John 14. 9). How 
wonder£ ul ! As the disciples were gaz-



THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

ing into His lovely face, they were at 
the same time beholding the face of the 
Father. 

On one great occasion the Lord Jesus 
said, "The Son can do nothing of 
Himself, but what He ·seeth the Father 
do : for what . things soever He doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise" 
(John S. 19). 

These words, emphasising as they do 
the per£ ect oneness which existed, and 
which must ever exist, between the 
Father and the Son, were verified 
throughout our Lord's earthly life. 

They were true concerning the in

auguration of the Church. Many times 
we read in the Holy Scriptures of the 
Church of God, particularly in the first 
epistle to the Corinthians, and yet in 
Matthew 16. 18 our Lord most distinctly 
said, " ... upon this rock I will build 
MY church." It is important, though, 
I hope, scarcely necessary to remind 
ourselves that there is only one Church 
-not two churches.

They were true concerning the resur
rection. Many ti1nes we read that God 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

raised Christ from the dead, and yet 
in John 2. 19 our Lord said, "Destroy 
this temple ( i.e. His body), and in three 
days I will raise it up." There£ ore it 
is per£ ectly correct to say that God 
raised Christ, and it is equally correct 
to say that Christ raised Himself by 
virtue of His own almighty power . 

. They were true concerning the advent 
of the Holy .Spirit, because He Who 
said, "And I will pray the Father, and 
He will send you another Comforter 
. . . even the Spirit of Truth" (John 
14. 16, 17), also said, "It is expedient
for you that I go away : for if I go
not away, the Com£ orter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send
Him unto you" (John 16. 7).

They were true concerning the matter 
of answered prayer, because just as He 
said, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in My na1ne, He will give it 
you" (John 16. 23), so He also said, 
"If ye shall ask anything in My Name, 
I will do it" (John 14. 14). 

They were also true in respect of 
other important matters such as the 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

word of God, and the word of Christ : 
the grace of God, and the grace of 
Christ : the love of God, and the love 
of Christ-all reminding us of the 
wonderfully comprehensive statement, 

"I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE." 

Let us ever remember with increasing 
thank£ ulness that all that God has ever 
been : all that He· is : and all that He 
ever will be; Christ has been, Christ is, 
and Christ ever will be. 

The words, "The first-born of every 
Greature," appear at first sight to be 
rather puzzling. One thing is certain
they do n.ot mean that Christ was a 
created Being. This is clearly proved 
by two outstanding facts: (1) He Him
self created all things ; and (2) He is 
before all things, including time itself. 
I suggest that the words ref er to Christ 
as being the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, as the great passage in Proverbs 
8. indicates : "I was set up from ever
lasting, from the oeginning, or ever the
earth was.''
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

HIS GLORY AS CREATOR. 

"For by Him were all things created" 
(Col. 1. 16). 

It is a 1nost fascinating study to 
examine the various passages in the New 
Testa1nent where creation is ascribed 
to the Lord Jesus. The well-known 
words in John 1. 3 may be read thus : 
"All things by Him ca1ne into being, 
and apart from Him nothing came· into 
being which came into ·being." Further
more, the stately passage with which 
Psalm 102. closes contains a vivid 
description of the formation of the 
physical creation, and also a striking 
contrast between the limited existence 
of that creation, and the external exist
ence of God Who created it (Psa. 102. 
25-28). This very passage is cited in
Hebrews · 1. 10-14, where it has direct
reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.

yes, ALL THINGS were created by 
Him-things in heaven, things on earth, 
visible and invisible, thrones, dominions, 
principalities, powers, and all else be
side. And not only were they created 
by Him·; they were also created for 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

Him-for His own glory and pleasure 
(Rev. 4. 11). Is it not a glorious 
thought that He Who suffered and died 
for our sins at Calvary was 

THE ALMIGHTY CREATOR? 

Let us endeavour to grasp what this 
means. The world in which we live is 
a mere speck hanging in space. It was 
a great day in the history of the 
Psalmist when he penned these mighty 
words: "When I consider Thy heavens, 
the work of Thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars which Thou hast ordained ; 
what is man· that Thou art mind£ ul o-f 
him? and the son of man that Thou 
visitest him?" It was Job who said, 
"He hangeth the earth upon nothing" 
(Job 26. 7), and it was he who wrote 
about Arcturus and his sons, the sweet 
influences of Pleiades, the · bands of 
Orion, and the chambers of the south, 
long before our present great scientists 
were born. 

It is impossible to appreciate ad
equately the immensity of the universe. 
Outside our tiny planet are other 
worlds, which, although, as far as we 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

know are uninhabited, nevertheless are 
enormous in size, and extraordinary in 
velocity. We are informed that the sun 
is about a million times larger than the 
earth _in volume. The giant star Betel
geuse ( which is by no means the largest 
star in existence) is more than a million 
times larger than the sun. The nearest 
stars are just about a million times as 
far away as the nearest planets. Out
side the photosphere of the sun lies the 
chromospher,e, which is a "quivering 
fringe of fire" rising to gigantic heights. 
Outside the chromosphere are to be 
seen bright rose-coloured prominenc.es

)

which are really prolongations of the 
red chromosphere. These prominences 
( clouds and garlands of fire). shoot up
wards with mysterious rapidity to a 
height of about two hundred thousand 
miles. 

What we call the "Milky Way" is a 
broad luminous zone in the sky caused 
by the light of so-called fixed stars, or 
suns. The astronomer, Charllier, estim
ated that the number of stars in the 
Milky Way alone amounted to one
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hundred millions, the distance of by far 
the majority of which is beyond all 
human calculation or conception. 

The total number of stars photo
graphically visible in the 100-inch tele
scope is in the neighbourhood of fifteen 
hundred millions, and these form but a 
small number compared with the count
less multitudes which exist in infinite 
space. 

GLOBULAR CLUSTERS. 

There are immense groups of stars 
known as "Globular Clusters," the 
farthest of which are at such a distance 
from us as to baffle finite appreciation. 
About a hundred of these Clusters are 
known to astronomers. Outside the 
sphere of these Globular Clusters are 
faint nebulous objects called "island 
universes," and these are enormous 
clouds of stars ( or suns). The great 
nebula of Andromeda is estimated to 
contain a mass of light and heat equal 
to twenty-five million suns. 

There are numerous other heavenly 
phenomena, altogether amazing in their 
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structure and purpose. The head of a 
comet, for instance, is frequently larger 
than the earth, and its tail may be 
anything up to one hundred and fifty 
million miles in length. Kepler reckoned 
that there were as many comets in 
space as there were fishes in the sea. 

The only reason I have in collating 
these facts is · to emphasise the truth 
that ALL THINGS were brought into being 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. And not only 
did He bring them into being, but He

holds · them together, according to the 
words : ''And He is before all things, 
and by Him all things consist" ( Col. 
1. 17).

When He farmed the worlds He
neither received counsel, nor did He 
need it. Those heavenly bodies which 
He created are known by Him so 
intimately that He calls them by their 
names, and not one of them can fail 
in the divine purpose for which they 
were created. Many scientists think 
that the stars travel blindly through 
space, but this is quite contrary to the 
clear teaching of Scripture. There are 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

two passages in Isaiah, . chapter forty, 
which are delight£ ully illun1inating with 
regard to the above assertions. The 
first is : "With whom took He counsel, 
and who instructed Him, and taught 
Him in the path of judgment, and
taught Him knowledge, and shewed to 
Him the way of understanding?" ( Isa. 
40. 14). The answer is, No one! By
His own almighty power and eternal
wisdom He brought into existence every
thing out·of nothing. The other passage
reads : "Lift up your eyes on high, and
behold ( or consider) who hath created
these things, that bringeth out their
host by number : He calleth them all
by their names by the greatness of His
might, for that He is strong in power.
Not on-e .faileth" (Isa. 40. 26).
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

HIS GLORY AS .HEAD OF THE 

CHURCH.· 

We now arrive at one of the most 
delight£ ul truths it is possible to con
template, namely : 

HIS ESSENTIAL GLORY AS HEAD OF THE 

CHURCH. 

"And He is the Head of the body, 
the Church" (Col. 1. 18). 

The Church is the "new creation," 
which God had in mind before the 
foundation of the world. The first 
creation was indeed wonder£ ul, but the 
new creation is infinitely more wonder
ful. The Lord Jesus took a great 
interest in the first creation, but He is 
infinitely more interested in the new 
cr�ation. The first creation, blotted and 
spoiled by sin, js t.e.mporal, but the new 
creation is both perfect and eterrnal. 

Many years ago, when a former 
Archbishop of Canterbury passed aw�y, 
a headline was printed in one of the 
daily papers bearing these words : 

"THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH IS DEAD." 
17 



�HE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

But we who form part of the new 
creation can exult in the fact that the 
Head of the Church is not dead. He 
is alive for evermore, and, because He 
lives eternally, we, too, shall live for 
ever. 

The Church is composed of every 
genuine believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The,. Bible never countenances 

denominational distinctions. Th1s is seen 
in one grand comprehensive statement 
recorded in 1 Corinthians 12. 12 : "For 
as the body is one, and hath. many 
members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body : so 
also is Christ." I may not know how 
many members there are in my physical 
body, but I do know that, whatever 
may be the number, each member con
tributes to the body in its completeness. 
Not one member is there which ought 
not to be there ; and not one member 
is absent which ought to be there. God 
made no mistake when He designed the 
human frame with all its marvellous 
functions. In like manner, no human 
being knows the exact number of 
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.THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

members which comprise the Body of 
Christ, i.e the Church. Myriads are 
already in heaven, and .millions are. on 
the way. It is delightful to remember 
that, fallowing the preaching of the 
Gospel at Pentecost, the Lord added 
to the church daily, such as were being 
saved (Acts 2. 47). The message of 
salvation was proclaimed . by God
commissioned _ L and Spirit-filled 1nen. 
Souls were attracted to Christ, and as 
they surrendered themselves to Him 
they were added to the Church. This 
continued daily, and it has continued 
daily ever since. God has never le£ t 
Himself without witnesses, and thus 
daily men, women and children have 
exercised a lively faith in the Saviour ; 
daily God has beep adding to the 
Church: 

THE BODY OF CHRIST IN ITS FULNESS. 

Although we cannot estimate the total 
membership of the Church, we are 
assured that each member contributes 
toward its ultimate completion. And let 
us ever bear in mind that God has 
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placed each me1nber in the Church as 
it has pleased Him. This means, of 
course, that from the divine viewpoint 
we are where we should be, though, 
unfortunately, in practical service for 
God we may be altogether in the wrong 
place. How different things would be 
if only we possessed an adequate apprec
iation of the truth that Christ is the 
Head of the Body, the Church ! 

· This leads us to the contemplation of
a further consideration. God has given 
to each member of His Church at least 
one gift. This may prove a revelation 
to some of my readers who, perhaps, 
for years ·have assumed that they have 
no gift, and, there£ ore, are useless. But 
this is not so. There is not a Christian 
living in this world who can say. truly, 
"I have no gift," whilst on the other 
hand, no Christian can say with truth, 
"I have all the gifts." The Scriptural 
statements, "the Lord gave to every 
man" (1 Cor. 3. 5), and, "as every man 
hath received the gift" ( 1 Pet. 4. 10) 
are sufficient to shew that we all have 
some work to accomplish for Him Who 
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has accomplished every thing for us. 
It is not for one believer to tell 

another what his or her particular gift 
is. This is a private matter between 
ourselves and God. The first question 
raised by Saul of Tarsus after his 
unique conversion was, "Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do?'' (Acts 9. 6), 
and this is ever a safe attitude. If I 
desire to know what my particular gift 
is, let me consult the Lord about it, and 
if I am sincere it will only be a question 
of time before He will in some way 
make known to me what that gift is 
with which He has entrusted me. He 
will then grant me the necessary po_wer 
to exercise that gift effectually, and He 
will also open the door of opportunity, 
and then I shall know one of the 
greatest privileges a child of God can 
possess this side of heaven, na1nely, the

privilege of service. Then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written "A man's 
gift maketh room for him" (Prov. 18. 
16). 

DIVERSITIES OF GIFTS. 

Although every 1nember of the 
21 
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Church is gifted in son1e way, our gifts 
are not the same. This is eloquently 
stated by the Apostle in Romans 12. 4, 
S, "For as we have many members in 
one body, and all the 1ne-mf:?ers have not

the same office: so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another." Again the 
analogy is seen in the physical realm. 
The various 1ne1nbers of my body have 
different functions to fulfil. The eye, 
the hand, the foot, the ear, the tongue, 
and all the other members do their own 
particular work, and' one member ne.ver 
attempts to do the work of another. 
The same should be true of the 
me1nbers of the body of Christ, but 
alas ! alas ! . . . The sad fact is that 
many Christians are attempting to do 
the work which belongs, not to them, 
but to others. They are endeavouring 
to exercise a gift which they think they 
possess, but which they obviously do 
not. If we acknowledge the Headship 
of Christ, and seek to. act accordingly, 
we shall be only too pleased to do that 
particular work which He has allotted 
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to us, however seemingly insignificant 
it may be. 

There are certain dangers which con
front us all. If we are unwise enough · 
to plunge heedlessly into the "danger 
zone," we 1nay find that our influence 
for Christ is sadly circumscribed : our 
life anything but what it should be; 
whilst · eventually we may make ship-
wreck of our faith. . One of • these 
dangers is Jealousy, which is indicated 
in 1 Cor. 12. 15, 16, "If the foot. shall 
say� Because I am not the hand, I am 
not of the body; is it therefore not of 
the body? And if the ear shall say, 
Because I am not the eye, I am not of 
the body; is it there£ ore not of the 
body?" But why should the foot say, 
Because I am not the hand, I do not 
belong to the body at all? Simply be
cause the hand is in some vvays more 
prominent than the foot. The hand is 
able to do many things, ,vhereas the 
foot can do but few. Thus the in1-
plication is clearly jealousy. And why 
should the ear say, Because I am not 
the eye, I do not belong to the body at 
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THE ESSENTIAL GLORIES OF CHRIST. 

all? F of the same reason-because it is 
jealous of the accomplishments of its 
fellow-me1nber. Happily this expression 
of petty jealousy does not exist a�ong 
the members of the physical body, but 
it is dreadfully possible in the Church 
of God. Is it not the height of f ally 
for a believer to think that because he 
cannot do what others can do, there£ ore 
he is useless? 

THE TWELVE DISCIPLES. 

In Matthew, chapter 10, the names 
of the twelve disciples are mentioned, 
and it is interesting to observe that they 
are mentioned in pairs, i.e. Simon. who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother ; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; Philip and Bartholomew, etc., 
etc. Can we imagine Andrew saying: 
Because I am not my brother Peter ; 
because I cannot preach as he can, 
therefore I · am not a disciple? Can we 
imagine James saying: Because I am 
not my brother John; because I cannot 
write on the subject of love as he can, 
therefore I am not a disciple? Surely 
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we regard the very idea as being the 
height of absurdity. But it is dreadfully 
possible for one Christian to be jealous 
of another Christian, simply because 
that other Christian happens to be a 
little more prominent than he. Having 
received our particular gift 'from God, 
let us there£ ore be content, and not be 
so unwise as to endeavour to do some 
other work which belongs to another 
1ne1nber of the body of Christ. 

A further -danger which con£ ronts us 
is that of Independence. This is indi
cated in 1 Car. 12. 21 : "And the eye 
cannot say unto the hand, I have no 
need of thee : nor again the head to 
the feet, I have no need of you." This 
implies the possibility of a higher 
member, looking askance at a lower 
member as much as to say : I can do 
your work as well as my own. You

are dispensable, but I am indispensable. 
This sort of thing reminds us of the 
man who thought he was so· important 
that he took upon himself the task of 
receiving or excommunicating whom he 
would without the slightest regard to 
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the judgment.. of his fellows. The 
Apostle John informs us that this man, 
whose name was Diotrephes, loved to 
havei the pre-eminence (John 3. 9, · 10). 
He was overruling, overbearing, and 
over-confident. In his arrogance he 
occupied the place which Christ alone 
has the right to occupy, according to 
the words in Col. 1. 18 : "That in 
all things HE might have the pre
eminence." May the example of 
Diotrephes be a warning to us all. We, 
as believers, are not independent of one 
another-we are interdepend·ent. I need 
my fellow-Christians, and they need me. 

Just as the eye cannot say to the 
hand, / have, no need of thee, so the 
head cannot say to the feet, I have no 
need of you. This extraordinary inter
relationship between the head and the 
feet is one of the most astounding 
truths recorded in the Bible. The head 
is the highest member of the body : the 
feet are the lowest members. Christ is 
the Head. of the body, the church : I 
am content to be the lowest member, the 
foot, and He the highest member says 
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to me the lowest member : "/ have need 
of you : I need your fellowship : I need 
your sympathy : I need your interest : 
I need your assistance." Is not this 
altogether amazing? In every sense we 
cannot do without Him, and in a very 
real sense, He cannot dispense with us. 

THE MORE FEEBLE MEMBERS. 

There are certain members of the 
body of Christ who are content to be 
almost out of sight. They serve the 
Lord in their limited measure, though 
their service may not be observed or 
appreciated by others. These b.ehind·
the-scene Christians have no desire to 
come into the limelight, but their de
votion, their love to their Lord, and 
their desire to please Him are as pure 
as the purest flower that ever blossomed. 
These unassuming members of the body 
appear to us to be more feeble than 
their fellow-members, simply because 
we know so little about them. But what 
does the Bible say concerning them? 
"Nay, much more those members which 
'seem' to be more feeble are necessary" 
( 1 Cor. 12. 22). And the Bible also 
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tells us that those members which we

think are less honourable (because they 
are so quiet and unobtrusive) upon 
these God has bestowed more abundant 
honour. Let this encourage those 
Christians who have been tempted to 
think that, because of their limited 
apparatus for service, they are l�ss im
portant than the rest. In the sight of 
God we are all equally important, and, 
this being so, let us all endeavour to be 
equally faithful. 

And where£ ore all this? Why has 
God set every member in the Church 
as it has pleased Him? Why has He 
granted to every member at least one 
gift? Why has He constituted us so 
essentially interdependent? Why has 
He bestowed more abundant honour 
upon those members who appear to be 
less honourable? There is one inclusive 
answer to all these interrogations, 
namely, "That the members should have 
the same care one for another." Where 
this mutual consideration for one an
other exists, the result is blessing ,. in 
every possible form. God is glorified : 
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Christ i� exalted : the Holy Spirit is 
honoured, and the saints are edified. 
Thus shall the world know that we 
belong to Christ, and thus shall we 
attract men to Him. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE CHURCH. 

In a coming day the Head of the 
Church will present to Himself all the 
members of that Church which He so 
greatly loved, and for which He gave 
His precious life. It will then be in 
every way a glorious Church. 

No Christian on earth is, in himself, 
spotless, but we are to be presented 
without spot. Neither is the church on 
ea,rth to-day without wrinkles. There 
are divisions, misunderstandings and un
pleasantnesses, but the church will ulti
mately be presented 'Without a wrinkle, 
or anything like it. Strictly speaking, 
Christians living on this earth are not 
holy. If they were they would speak as 
Christ spake; they would live as He 
lived ; they would love as He loved.* 

* We should distinguish between positive holiness
and progressive holiness. The former was true of 
the Lord Jesus in every thought, word, and deed. 
The latter should be true of His followers. 
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But we shall be presented altogether 
holy. 

No Christian on earth is entirely 
without blemish. The closer we walk 
with God the more we realise our 
imperfections. But when this wonderful 
presentation of the church takes place, 
therre 'Will nO't be a blemish traceable 
(Eph. 5. 27). 

. We shall also be presented unreprove
able in His sight. The adjective "un
reproveable" may be rendered "unim
peachable." As we study the earthly 
life of our blessed Lord we see that 
from every point of view He was 
perfect. He could issue a challenge 
which no one else would ever think of 
issuing, namely, "Which of you con
victeth Me of sin?" He could make a 
statement which no one else would think 
of making :-"The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in Me." In 
every way that life was unimpeachable, 
and that is how we shall be presented 
"in that day." Every sin and every 
stain will have been removed, and no 
one will ever be able to lay a single 
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charge against us throughout the end-
less ages of a glorious eternity· ( Col. 
1. 22). The description of this unique
presentation of the church would, how
ever, be altogether incomplete without 
the additional feature of jo'Ji. Then we 
shall rejoice as never before. One of 
the grandest doxologies in the Bible is 
recorded in Jude, verses 24 and 25 : 
"Now unto Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before · the presence of His 
glory· with exce,eding joy, to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
i:najesty, dominion and power, both 
now and ever. Amen.'' The phrase 
"exceeding joy" is the strongest Greek 
word for gladness employed in the 
New Testament. It means to exult, or, 
literally, to jump for jO'y. This will be 
true of every member of the body of 
Christ when He, the Head, will present 
to Himself His GLORIOUS CHURCH.

If Christ is the Head of the body, 
the Church ( as indeed He is), a 
question arises, the answer to which 
must carry with it tremendous con-
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sequences: Are we willing to give Him 
His place? 

His headship should be acknowledged 
in every phase of church life-the war.:.

ship meeting, the prayer meeting, the 
ministry meeting, the oversight meeting, 
and e.very other meeting. The Head
ship of Christ should also be acknow
ledged in every detail of life and con
duct. 

By thus recognising His position, and 
bowing to His authority, we shall know 
the joy of being controlled by Him in 
all things, just as the head controls 
every member of our physical body. 

CONCLUSION. 

Let us rejoice in these essential 
glories of Christ Jesus our Lord :
The glory of His Deity : His glory as 
the Almighty Creator: His glory as 
Head of the, Church, and let us respond 
heartily to one of the grandest state
ments in Holy Scripture-"THAT IN 
ALL THINGS HE MIGHT HA VE 
THE PRE-EMINENCE." 
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