




THE MINISTRY OF PETER 
( A Bible Reading) 

It is our purpose to develop the three distinct lines of 
n1inistry in the New Testament, namely, those of Peter, 
John and Paul, and to understand those ministries aright 
is to possess a key that will unlock the main features of 
the New Testament teaching, and enable each to "rightly 
divide the Word of Truth" as given in the New Testa-
111ent page. 

( 1) Peter's line is in a very special sense, the R�ing
dom.

(2) John's great then1e is the family of God.
( 3) Paul unfold's "the mystery" which is the Church

as the body of Christ.
If we keep these distinctions before us, we shall not 

confound these different n1inistries. All are necessary 
in their place. We need to guard against dwelling over
n1uch upon any particular line, to the exclusion, or over
looking, of the other. David's harp had ten strings; so 
in the Scriptures we see different lines of teaching, with 
their different shades of thought; yet there is perfect 
han11ony between all; and, to have the balance and sweet
ness of divine inspiration, we need every part of Scrip
ture. 

For want of this, we believe, even gifted teachers have 
gone astray, and been led into error in their teaching. 
For instance, take the scholarly B. W. Newton. In his 
interpretation of Rev. 2 and 3, he confused Paul's min
istry, that of the one body, with John's line in these two 
chapters. In Rev. 2 and 3, we do get the Church on earth 
as ithe house of God, a vessel of testimony before the 
world; but there is no thought in those two chapters of 
the Church as the one Body of Christ. That is another 
subject entirely, and belongs wholly to the apostle Paul. 

John's theme is especially the family of God. Hence 
new birth, eternal life, divine affections, are dwelt upon. 
And if he touches the Church at times, it is simply as 

3 



the house of God, as in Rev. 2 and 3; or as the Bride, 
in Rev. 19. But John never gives us the Church as the 
Body of Christ. 

Peter's Ministry-The Kingdom 
Peter's distinctive line was the Kingdon1. It was the 

keys of the Kingdoni that the Lord gave hin1 in Matt. 
16 :19, and it is the Kingdon1 line that he follows in his 
ministry in the Acts of the .. -\postles; and his epistles are 
a development of the sa1ne. Ever leading us forward to 
the future form of the l(ingdon1 (2 Peter 1 :10-11). 

Ques.-Does not Peter give the Church also? 

Ans.-Yes, he gives the Church in his first epistle, 
chap. 2; but, note ·with care, the Church as a spiritual 
house, nan1ely, the house of God. That is a continuation 
of the revelation that the Lord gave hi111 in :\Iatt. 16 :18. 
If ,ve read the first epistle of Peter with l\Iatt. 16 :18, 
the connection will be readily seen. I might also say that 
the vision which Peter and the others got on the n1ount 
of transfiguration in Matt. 17 furnishes a preface to his 
second epistle. Matt. 17 and 2 Peter ought to be read 
together. In this we get the Kingdom, not the Church·; 
and the Kingdom as it shall be in the future, the "age 
to come." 

With these thoughts before us now, we might take a 
general survey of the Kingdom-truth as we find it in the 
Scriptures, and thus get an outline of the subject. 

1. The I(ingdon1 anticipated.

Our blessed Lord in His Olivet discourse given to the
disciples before He left the earth and returned to heaven, 
furnishes us ,vith instruction concerning His millennial 
Kingdom, which will be introduced with power and glory 
at His second coming to the earth, and this Kingdom 
prepared from-( or since )-the foundation of the world, 
Math. 25 :31-34. 

But concerning the Church-the saints of this dispen
sation, we read they were chosen "before the foundation 
of the world." Eph. 1 ; 4. 3 :9-11. 
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With this distinction in view, we will now take up that 
of the Kingdom which can be traced in its germ thought 
back as far as the history of man, and its f ea tu res both 
in type and prophecy in the Scripture are given. 

The Types 
When God established the first man on earth with his 

companion bride, we read, "Let them have dominion, 
etc.," this was a remarkable type upon the sixth day of 
Christ as Son of Man and His companion bride, in gov
ernmental rule over the earth in His millennial Kingdom .. 
Here type and anti-type fit perfectly. Gen. 1 ; 26-28. Ps. 
8: 1-9 1st Cor. 15: 24-28. Eph. 1; 21-23. Heb. 2; 6-9. 
Rev. 20: 1-6. 

Thus the Book of Genesis, the first book of Divine 
revelation, ever keeps the last book of the entire Bible 
in view and the last book gives us the complete fulfillment 
of all anticipated in the first one. 

The Church then was the subject of an eternal purpose 
in the mind of God before the foundation of the world, 
but the Kingdom from ( or since) the world began. 

Further, no one man in the Old Testament could fully 
illustrate Christ our Lord in His glories as Man, or as a 
King, and no one type could give all the features of such 
an exhaustive theme as the Kingdom. Hence we pass on 
from Gen. 1 to Gen. 14, a chapter that will be well to 
read with care. When Abram returned from the conflict 
with the Kings of the Nations at the time when he rescued 
Lot, Melchizedeck, King of Salem ( afterwards called 
Jerusalem) priest of the most high God, -can1e forth ·with 
bread and wine to bless Abrarn. In this history we get 
another of those fine types which foreshadow Christ our 
Lord as King and Priest Who shall come forth f ron1 
heaven to bless Abram's seed on earth-the Jewish rem
nant emerging from the great and final conflict of the 
nations on earth, this will be at the close of the period 
called the Tribulation. Melchizedeck was the first re
corded King in Salem. Christ will be the last. His King
dom above and over all, supreme, and shall have no end. 
Tn its establishment, heaven and earth will be united 
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under His Headship and governmental rule. ( Gen. 14: 
1-24. Daniel II: 44-45. Math. 25 :31-46. Rev. 20 :1-6.)

Prophecy 
Having briefly considered the types, now we will ex

amine the pro1nises ( or prophecies). In this first, we will 
see that the Lord gave Abram ( now called Abraham) a 
promise "Kings shall come out of thee," etc., Gen. 17 :1-8. 
And later He gave a promise to Jacob "And Kings shall 
come out of thy loins, etc." Gen. 35 :9-13. 

Further, when Israel as a nation was brought out of 
Egypt and before they entered the promised inheritance, 
we learn that the Kingdom is afresh anticipated, and 
through Baalam He gives further information concerning 
Israel's King, the Star, the Sceptre, and "He that shall 
have domini-On." (Num. 24:7-, 17-19.) 

Then again, before Moses passed away, He infonns 
the nation concerning their future King and the King
dom. (Deut. 17; 14-20.) 

And finally, before the Kingdom was as yet established 
with Israel, Hannah's prophetic song anticipated the true 
Anointed and King of Jehovah's choice and appointment. 
(1 Sam. 2; 10.) 

Soon after Hannah's prophecy, the nation in unbelief 
and rebellion desired a King, so that they might be like 
the nations around then1, and we learn that God gave 
them Saul, "in his anger and took him away in His 
wrath," and he was a type of the future anti-Christ 
who also will precede the true King, Christ our blessed 
Lord. (1 Sam. 8:1-22, 9:1-27, 10:1-27, Hosea 13; 9-11.) 

Of Christ the coming "King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords," David (not Saul) was the suited type, and the 
Kingdom of David and Solomon was n1eant to fore
shadow the general features, ( though with failure as all 
types are) the future ideal Kingdon1 of Christ our Lord. 

2. The Kingdom inaitgurated.

This we get in David's day, as will be seen in 2 Sam.
S :1-12, when Saul having been removed, the twelve tribes 
were gathered and anointed David as their king. This 
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was the king of God's appointment over Israel, and 
whose rule soon extended over the Gentiles. Through 
Israel there was an open door for the nations to approach 
and worship Israel's God-"My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all nations." 

The queen of Sheba coming from the ends of the earth, 
in Solomon's day, is illustrative of the representatives 
of the Gentiles coming to Jerusalem, and owning the 
power and glory of God's rule in the midst of Israel. It 
is but a faint foreshadow, however, of that future mil
lennial kingdon1 of our Lord, the true Son of David. 

A suited expression and spirit for every one in that 
Kingdon1, either in its past, present, or future form, we 
find in 2 Sam. 15 :15-"And the king's servants said 
unto the king. Behold, thy servants are ready to do what
soever my lord the king shall appoint." This is a fine 
illustration of devoted loyalty to the King whon1 God 
hath appointed. If David's true and loyal men could so 
express themselves in their day, how much more should 
we, who are delivered from the authority of darkness, 
and are brought into the kingdom of God's dear Son! 
Well may we challenge our hearts at the close of an
other year, and beginning of the new one just before us: 
can we look up into the face of our Lord, and say that 
these words express the desire of our hearts? It may 
cost us something, but those who pursue it with this pur
pose of heart will be well repaid; for "they that honor 
Me, I will honor," is a principle always true. David's sub
jects were not all as loyal as those mentioned in 2 Sam. 
15 :15. Many enjoyed the blessings and privileges of 
David's kingdom, yet sadly failed in fulfilling their re
sponsibpities as his subjects. 

David and his successors ruled over Israel for about 
five hundred years, as the books of San1uel, Kings and 
Chronicles show us. Alas, it is also a history of n1isrule 
and failure, by both king and people. Even David and 
Solomon did not really answer to God's thought; and 
only in certain ways did they answer as types of our Lord 
in His kingdon1. The inspired record shows us the down-
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grade movetnent until we reach the Babylonish captivity. 
Then we get another change in the fonn of the l{ingdon1. 

3. The I{ingdom transferred.

At this point we n1ight read Ezek. 21 :25-27, as also
Daniel, chap. 3. Zedekiah was the last of Israel's kings. 
Iniquity had by this time reached its height, and by order 
of Jehovah the diadem was to be removed f rotn the head 
of this profane, wicked prince in Israel, and trans£ erred 
to a Gentile ruler, Nebuchadnezzar. From this point we 
see the Kingdom, in its political form, transferred fron1 
the Jews to the Gentiles. Here "the tin1es of the Gentiles" 
begin, and God's declaration was "I will overturn, over
turn, overturn, till He come whose right it is, and I will 
give it to Him." This overturning again and again covers 
+he whole period until the second coining of the Lord,
when He shall take the world-kingdom and reign in
power and glory for a thousand years.

We have seen both in type and in prophetic Scripture, 
in Genesis, Numbers, Deut. and 1st Samuel that it was 
Christ that was before God's mind when the kingdom 
was but anticipated; and when it was inaugurated under 
David, we saw that David and Solomon were but types 
of Christ, the true King. And now, at this stage, when 
transferred to the Gentiles, it is with them only till He 
come whose right it is-that is, Christ. Thus we see at 
every step and every stage it is Christ that is before the 
heart and mind of God. 

In every dis2ensation men have had their time of test
ing, and failed at the very outset. Adam, in dominion over 
the earth, failed. Noah, in the government entrusted to 
him, failed. Israel, having the true God as their Deliverer, 
failed even at the foot of tnount Sinai. The priestly 
family failed even from the days of Nadab and Abihu to 
that of Eli and his sons. Then the kings, from David to 
Zedekiah, were marked also by failure, and in the end 
had to be set aside. We get a hint of this in Jesse's sons: 
seven sons passed before Samuel, but all were set aside. 
David, the eighth, the keeper of his father's sheep, was 
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the chosen of God. Under him and his successors the 
kingdon1 was established, till Zedekiah was removed under 
God's judgn1ent and the kingdom transferred to the 
Gentiles: it has since been "the times of the Gentiles" 
( Luke 21 :24), which began with Nebuchadnezzar, and 
will continue until the Lord's second coming to the earth. 
Israel during this whole period are without a king, with
out a prince, as described in Hosea 3 :4, 5. 

But 111an proves to be no better an1ong the Gentiles. 
N ebuchaclnezzar and his successors also failed. The 
power is then transferred to the joint kingdom of the 
l\,1edes and Persians; and in tin1e God takes the power 
fron1 the111 and puts it into the hands of Greece, under 
.Alexander as their king. Early. in his life his failure is 
very 111arked. He died a young 1nan, and passed into a 
drunkard's grave. His kinKdom broke up into four parts, 
and was given to four of his generals. Eventual!y their 
kingdon1 fell into the hands of Ron1e. Thus Palestine and 
the Jews were subject to this power when the Saviour 
came to the earth, and was crucified. For an outline of 
these four Gentile kingdoms, covering the ,vhole period 
of the times of the Gentiles. ( See Daniel, chaps. 2 and 7.) 

Like its predecessors, the Roman power passed away 
but of late years there has been a reviving of that ancient 
En1pire which in the end of days will again rule over 
Palestine in opposition to Christ, and will suddenly be 
brought to an end by the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. ( See Dan. 2 :33-35, 40-45 ; Dan. 9 :26, 27 ; Rev. 
17 :8-14.) 

4. The Kingdom presented again to the Jews, but
refused. 

This brings us to the four Gospels of the New Testa
ment. The preaching of John the Baptist was, to the Jews 
in the land, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven" (or, 
the heavens) "is at hand" ( Matt. 3 : 1, 2). The Gentiles, 
as Israel, had all failed in their rule, and the tin1e was 
drawing near for the Lord to fulfil His promises to 
Israel, if they would but receive them. John announces 
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the con1ing King, and introduces Hin1. Hence the 1, ing
dom is again offered to God's earthly people. This is the 
great theme of �1atthew, and, in 111easure, that also of 
Mark and Luke. For five hundred years it had been in 
the hands of the Gentiles, and Israel had had no king. 
When the Lord came, Herod, an apostate Edo111ite, by 
Rome's appointment ,vas reigning in Palestine. 

The Lord's own n1inistry f ollo,\'S that of John. and 1-Tc 
says: "The time is fulfilled, and the king-don1 of God is 
at hand" (Mark 1:14, 15). This no doubt refers to ho,v 
near Daniel's seventy ,veeks of years ( four liundred and 
ninety) had run out, and hence the people ,vere called 
upon to repent and believe the good ne,Ys. Here the ser
n1on on the mount appropriately c0111es in, and declares 
some · of the blessings and principles of the Kingdon1. 
While 1nany of the blessings and principles oi that ser
n1on can be applied to us no,v, because we are in the 
Kingdom, though in another forn1, yet t\vo things are 
to be observed : 

First, we do not get the Church there at all : that 
conies out later, and should not be conf0nndecl \Yith the 
line of truth in these chapters. 

Second, ,vhile n1uch in principle is applic�ble to us, 
as vv·ell as the J z::,vish disciples to ,:vhon1 it ,vas spoken, 
yet \Ve cannot take every part literally; as, for instance, 
"Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth." 
This is not 1neant for us in our time in anv sense. This 
gives the inheritance and hope of God's eci:rthly people, 
which, of course, vvas the earth-the 1nillennial earth, 
and then the new earth. But it is not hraven _: that is re
served for a later revelation, and is our hope, our inherit
ance. See 1 Peter 1 :3-5. 

After more than three years of the Lord's ministry, 
His people ( ,,,ho had refused God's rule, in Sa111uel) no,v 
refused Hi?n-they crucified Hin1, and put Hin1 to death. 
He spoke of this early in His ministry, and began to 
announce so1nething further to take place: the Kingdon1 
,vould be given to another people ( 1'Iatt. 21 :43). 

5. The Kingdon1 in 1nystery.
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In this we get the spiritual fonn of the Kingdom, not 
that political form which we saw transferred to the Gen
tiles. This character of the Kingdom we will need to ex
a111ine with 1nore care and perhaps at greater length, as 
presented in our, the Christian, dispensation. Early in the 
111inistry of our Lord upon earth, He began to indicate, 
especially by parables, the change in the character of the 
J(ingdo111, as ·we shall now look at it. For, early in that 
n1inistry, clear signs were given that what He was offer
ing the111 would be refused, as opposition daily increased. 

In Matt. 13 : 1 He left the house and went out to the 
seaside. This gives us a hint He ,vas about to leave Israel; 
"the house" speaks of His people; and going out to the 
"seaside" speaks of His place of service among the n1ass 
of the nations ever since. By the sea, He gave them 
parables illustrating the Kingdom during the whole period 
of His absence from Israel and the world until His 
return. This He styles the "mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven/' or the Kingdom in its mysterious form. 

Ques.-What is mysterious about the Kingdon1 no,v? 
.. Ans.-Because in this Kingdom, already f orn1ed upon 

the earth, there is no visible king. It never was so before, 
nor will ever be so again - thousands and millions of 
subjects, but no visible king! With David, Solo1non, 
Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Alexander, or Caesar, there was 
not this mystery. The king was present. But now, no king 
of this kingdom is seen or present, yet multitudes on the 
earth profess to be subject to Him; and the Kingdom in 
its present form embraces this whole class. Many can say 
fron1 their hearts what David's servants said in 2 San1. 
15 :15. 

This sets before us the Kingdon1 as we need to know 
and understand it. In the Millennium it will embrace the 
whole world; but now it includes only those who are His 
professed followers-not the heathen, not the Jews, but 
those only who profess subjection to Christ-,vhether it 
be real or only nominal. If yoti notice all the scriptures 
concerning the Kingdom in its present form, or as it will 
be in the Millennium, you will discover much in it that is 
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not real, but the imitation of ,vhat is real. In the future 
there will be those ,vho ,vill yield but feigned obedience 
( Psa. 18 :44; 66 :3, margin). And in its present form there 
are tares as ·well as wheat, foolish as well as ,\rise virgins. 
This is what the Lord Hitnself warned us of ( l\Iatt. 13; 
25 :1-10). 

While Paul's line was the Church, yet we see that 
he did not set aside the Kingdom truth; and this led his 
adversaries to say that he preached another king, one 
Jesus ( Acts 14 :22; 17 :7; 20 :28). But when ,ye study 
Peter's l-ine, we see �hat his special 111inistry ,vas the 
Kingdo1n itself-the Kingdom as it is now, and the I(ing
dom as it shall be by and by. 

The Kingdom as announced by John the Baptist, and 
by the Lord aftetward, the Jews refused; and of course 
in that form it is now in abeyance. It is deferred until the 
Lord returns, when the remnant of Israel ,vill gladly 
receive Him, and His earthly kingdom will be established 
in power and glory upon the earth. But in this interval, 
,vhile the King is away, the Kingdom is in this n1ystery 
form which we have been considering. 

Ques.-Is it right to sing, with the poet, "He is my 
Prophet, Priest, and King?" 

Ans.-Yes, I think so. The apostle preached "another 
King, even Jesus;" and we are in the kingdom of God's 
dear Son. What can He be to those in the I(ingdom 
except our Sovereign Ruler ?-that is, the King; and we 
are in the Kingdom, His subjects. We fill this place, and 
ought to recognize it as well as the truth of the Church. 

In the writings of a few hundred years. ago they never 
got n1uch beyond the Kingdom truth. In the last seventy 
years the truth as to the Church has come out so fully 
that n1any of us may have gone to the opposite extreme. 
We can see little anywhere but the Church. But ,ve n1ust 
not read the Church into John's Gospel. In John 17, 
v1here we get the oneness of God's people, it is the one
ness of the children-that is, of the family; and this is 
John's special line. 
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Of course, we do not call Him King of the Church. 
He is Head of the Church; but when we touch the 
Kingdom, we give Him His true place there as King. 
When we turn to John's epistle, we do not see the Church 
and its Head, nor yet the King and the Kingdom, but 
rather the Father and the children. These lines are all 
distinct, and we n1ust give to each its own distinctive 
place. Yet we belong to the three distinct spheres-the 
Church, the Family, and the Kingdom. 

As we are developing the Kingdom in its present stage,· 
we will be greatly helped if we see that there are two 
sides to the Kingdom now. Failing to see this, many are 
left in a fog, and there appear to be contradictions. So 
far we have been looking at it in its earthly aspect, where 
the advancement of it is in human hands, and of course 
failure can be seen, for there are tares in it as well as 
wheat. Our Lord declares this. But there is another side 
of the Kingdom also-the heavenly, or divine, side; and 
none but those who are real, those who are born of God, 
belong to that. This is the side spoken of in Col. 1 :13. 
There is no contradiction between Matt. 13 and Col. 1 ; 
for one gives the earthly side of the Kingdom as it now 
is, and the other the divine side. By our profession here 
we are recognized as subjects and followers of our Lord 
on earth, and so we are in His Kingdom among men. 
But this might be only profession. If born _again, con
verted, we belong to God and His Son, and by that fact 
belong to the Kingdom in its divine and heavenly aspect. 
Hence the great importance of distinguishing between 
these two sides of the �ingdom. 

Ques.-What is the difference between the expressions 
"kingdom of God" and "the kingdom of heaven?" 

Ans.-The difference is very simple. The expression 
"kingdom of God" gives us the idea of the Person ,vhose 
rule is ·recognized; "the kingdom of heaven," the place 
whence the rule comes. In Canada, if we ask them whose 
rule they recognize, one day they might say the rule of 
king George; that is the person whose rule is recognized. 
The next·day they might- say that it was the rule of Eng-
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land; that would be the place from which the rule came. 
In Matthew only do we get the expression "kingdon1 of 
heaven." And there it is ahvays the earth, that is, people 
on earth, recognizing the rule coming f ron1 the heavens. 
Now in the Gospel of Luke, where we get parables sin,ilar 
to those in Matthew, it is simply this change fron, place 
to Person. In Matthew, the place fron1 which the rule 
comes; in Luke, it is the Person whose rule is recognized. 

But in other places the kingdom of God may, and does, 
differ. Take, for instance, the much-abused verse, Luke 
17 :20, 21, "The kingdom of God is 7.Vithin you." This 
passage is continually applied to the kingdon1 within a 
believer's heart; but upon reading the context carefully 
we see that the Lord was not addressing His disciples, 
but the Pharisees, and it could not mean that the kingdon1 
was in their hearts. They asked Him when the kingd01n 
of God should appear. His answer was, "It is now a1nong 
you": that is, in the midst of you. This is the true read
ing. He was Himself the King, and the kingdom of God 
was represented there, and all its interests and character 
in Him, if they had but eyes to discern it. 

There is another expression of it in Rom. 14 :17: "The 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in 
these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and 
approved of men." This passage does not refer to the 
dispensational form of the Kingdom as we have been 
considering it, nor yet as the passage in Luke 17. The 
truth embodied in the passage is individual and moral.

Wherever a child of God walks in true subjection to God, 
the moral characteristics of his life are given here. He 
will not be a man characterized by little bickerings and 
differences such as this chapter describes-meats and 
drinks-but, rather, the ennobling characteristics of the 
kingdom of God will be expressed in him-righteous
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Such a life is 
a miniature illustration of these features of the kingdom 
of God. Persons of such spirit are not contentiously occu
pied with trifles. Their hearts and lives are governed by 
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God Himself. This is God's kingdom in the individual; 
the moral and practical rule of God in man's soul. This 
is a line of ministry we should keep more to the front, 
especially in our day, when the principles of righteousness 
are largely being given up. For, be it observed, the prin
ciple of righteousness is first in the kingdom of God. 

6. The Kingdom in Power and Glory.
We pass on now to the Kingdom as it will be estab

lished over the whole earth in the Millennium, when. 
the true King returns. It will take an entirely new form 
then, as predicted by the prophecies, and which the types 
in so many places illustrate: as, for instance, the times of 
David and Solomon. 

We will get help in reading Luke 19 :12. From this 
passage we learn that when Israel ref used the Lord, He 
returned to heaven, "the far country," to receive a king
dom and return. He has gone to heaven ; and during His 
absence the Holy Spirit is present on earth, gathering out 
the Church-His Bride. Christ coming for us, according 
to 1 Thess. 4 :15-18, will close this period. A new scene 
then will open up, as described in Dan. 7 :9-14, where 
the true reading is, "The thrones were set 11,p," not "cast 
down." In this vision we see the "Ancient of Days'' 
(God), and one like the "Son of man" (Christ), brought 
near to Him, and He receives the kingdom. This links 
·well with Ezek. 21, "Until He con1e whose right it is."
This leads us on also to the time when the seventh, or
last, angel sounds his trumpet, saying, "The kingdoms
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever"
(Rev. 11 :15). The crown, the throne, the sceptre, the
kingdom, will all pass over into His hands.

Then in Rev. 19 He is seen as coming upon the white
horse, and the crowns upon His head. The judgment of
the "quick" will then follow-that is, all the ungodly
then living upon the earth ; and He will cast out of His
kingdom all things that offend (Matt. 13 :41-42).

Israel will then enter into their long-looked for bless
ing. Restored to the land, they ,vill be all righteous. The
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renuiant, that pass through the tribulation, will expand 
and multiply, and become a large nation ( Isa. chapters 
60 and 61). 

The nations will also be brought into blessing. But, 
during the l\.1illenniun1, n1any an1ong the111, ,vhile enjoy
ing the blessings and favors of the n1il1ennial kingdom, 
,vill give only "feigned obedience" ( see Psa. 18 :44; 66 :3, 
margin), and the end of the thousand years wi11 n1ani fest 
their true condition. Satan being loosed for a little while, 
under his leading they rise in rebellion. 

Thus we see the Kingdon1 in its earthly side has in it 
both classes, true and false. In David's day we saw this. 
In our present dispensation there are wheat and tares; 
and in the l\!Iillenniun1, those who wil1 be true and those 
who will give but' feigned obedience. We see the long
suffering grace of God in the past, and in the present, and 
even in the future, although righteousness will be the lead
ing characteristic of the future Kingdon1. But for its per
fect state we must wait for its final form-the Kingdom 
in eternity. 

We have given the earthly side of the I{ingd0111 in 
the Millennium, called the "kingdom of His Son" ( l\.Iatt. 
13 :41). There will be also the heavenly side-in which we

shall be-where the righteous shall shine forth as the 
sun in the "kingdom of their Father." ver. 43. The 
Church, as also the Old Testament saints, will have their 
inheritance in that heavenly Kingdom; while Israel re
stored to Palestine, and the nations converted through 
them, shall be in the earthly Kingdom. Thus heaven and 
earth are included in the millennial Kingdom. 

7. The eternal Kingdom.
"Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered

up the Kingdom to God"-at the close of the period called 
the Millennium, when the last enemy shall be destroyed 
( 1 Cor. 15 :24-28). 

We saw how, at the beginning of the l\.1illennium, when 
the Lord con1es to take possession of the Kingdom, it 
is filled with evil and rebellion, and He puts His enemies 
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under His feet, as described in the second psalm. He 
begins by casting out "all things that offend." After the 
thousand years of His righteous rule, the unrighteous 
dead are raised to appear before the great white throne; 
they are judged according to their works, and are cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev. 20 :11-15). The last enemy, 
Death, is destroyed ; the whole Kingdom is cleansed ; all 
traces of evil put away, and our Lord and Saviour then 
delivers up the Kingdom to God, in complete subjection 
to the Father. This will be the last and eternal form of 
the Kingdom, in which the Triune God-Father, Son, 
and Spirit-shall be all in all. This is the end ( 1 Cor. 
15 :24). The Church abides forever. The Family abides 
forever. The Kingdom also will abide forever. Jehovah 
is called the King of Eternity (Jer. 10:10, margin), and 
His kingdom is an "everlasting kingdom" (2 Peter 1 :11). 

And our notes of praise have already begun: "Unto 
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen" ( 1 Tim. 
1:17). 

JOHN'S MINISTRY-THE FAMILY 
( A Bible Reading) 

The 1st Epistle of John, 3rd chapter, ivas read. 

In our first reading the subject ,vas the Kingdom
Peter's ministry. Now we ,vill take up that of John-the 
Family. John's ministry has its special charn1s, and fills 
an important place in God's inspired ·book. The key word, 
we might say, to John's n1inistry is "life." He emphasizes 
divine life from the beginning, and there is a continued 
development of eternal life all through. 

First. In his Gospel, the main thought is divine Ii f e 
manifested in Christ the Son, and this life also commu
nicated to others, which is always associated, in John, 
with new birth. Natural Ii f e is associated with natural 
birth: "That which is born of the flesh is flesh." Spiritual 
1ife, that is life communicated by the Spirit, is connected 
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with ne1JJ birth : "That which is born of the Spirit is 
Spirit." Christ Himself is the source of this life: "In Him 
was life." These thoughts are of great importance today, 
as many seek to dissociate eternal life from new birth. 
Terms such as "divine life," "spiritual life," "eternal 
life/' mean the same. It is "divine," as coming from God.

It is "spiritual life," in contrast with physical, or natural, 
life; and it is "eternal life," in contrast with that which 
begins and ends in time. They always mean life that God 
communicates to n1en through His Son, and by the Holy 
Spirit. We are recipients of that life at new birth. "Who
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God," 
and "He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life." 
Faith is the principle upon which this life is received 
(John 20 :31). Every soul born of God possesses this 
eternal life. The life will develop in God's children as they 
grow, but it is always eternal life-in the weakest child of 
God or in the most advanced. 

In John's epistle, in which we have read this morning, 
we get this development of life. It is first seen in the 
"little children"-· those newly born of God. Then we see 
it more fully developed in those called "young men." 
Afterwards, more matured in those called "fathers." But 
in each case-little children, young men, or fathers-it is 
spiritual Ii f e, eternal, and communicated at new birth. 

In the book of Revelation we get a further stage. In 
chapter 21 we reach the New Jerusalem, in the heavens. 
That will include the whole heavenly Family. The Church, 
the Bride, will of course have a special place there. Hence 
the New Jerusalem ·is compared to a bride. It will be a 
bridal city. But we learn from the epistle to the Hebrews 
that the Old Testament saints looked for that city; ·there
£ ore it will embrace the whole heavenly family, the re
deemed, who are born of God. There we will find things 
per£ ect; and, as that city overshadows the earth, there 
shall be a full and perfect display of that divine life in 
God's children. This will be life in divine per£ ection, the 
display of which will burst out then. Thus, in the Gospel 
of John we see life in the Son; in John's epistle, that 
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sa111e divine Ii f e in the children of God; and in the book 
of Revelation, when ,ve get our glorified bodies, and the 
New J erusalc1n formed and completed, God will display 
that 1i fc in its perfection. Thus John's ministry regarding 
Ii f c kads ns on step by step. Here, while eternal Ii£ e is 
com11111nicatecl,-quickened by the Spirit,-our body is not 
qnid,encd yet. ,v e await that change, which ,vill take 
place at our Lord's second con1ing, when there will be 
nothing 1nore to hinder the full display of eternal life in 
those horn of God. ( See Ron1. 8 :10, 11.) 

Qnes.-\Vhat connection have the second and third 
epistles of John with the first? 

1\ns.-Those two epistles are very important. They 
..:on1c in a practical way, guarding us against extremes, 
ancl should be carefully considered. The second epistle 
seeks to guard a ,von1an given to hospitality from being 
governed by her sy111pathies and affections in receiving 
teachers into her ho1ne when their teaching was not in 
accord with the Person of the Lord. In it we learn also 
that the slightest degree of association with a false teacher 
rendered her a partaker of his evil deeds-a very import
ant line of n1inistry for our day. 

In the third epistle the Spirit seeks to guard against an 
opposite extreme-from those lording over God's people; 
men seeking pre-en1inence in the little assemblies; in self
\vill ruling with a high hand, and excluding those f that 
bring the doctrine of Christ. There are those 1 in our day, 
as well as in the days of the apostles, working havoc 
among God's children. Let us all be warned by the teach
ing of these two epistles, and guard against these two 
extren1es. 

Let us notice now that in John's first epistle the great 
thought is God's family. John addresses the believers as 
God's "children," because it is f an1ily relationship that he 
dwells upon. Paul uses another word, especially in Gala
tians, chaps. 3 and 4, that of "sons," because he speaks of 
more than family relationship. He gives us Christian 
position. It is Paul that brings in the special marks of our 
dispensation; hence his tern1 usually is "sons." In order 
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to see this distinction, we will recon1mend all to study 
J. N. D.'s New Translation, side by side with our Author
ized Version. 

In this epistle which we are studying, to get John's 
special thought as to "children," we need to look at each 
verse where the expression occurs. There are nine verses 
in the epistle that need to be slightly changed. They are as 
follows: 

Chap. 2 :1, omit the word "little," reading, simply, "my 
children," because the passage e1nbraces the whole 
family. 

Chap. 2 :12, omit, also, "little," and read, "I write unto 
you, children." This, too, is an address to the whole 
family. 

Chap. 2 :28, again drop the word "little." "And now, 
children, abide in Him." This also embraces all the 
members of the fa111ily. 

Chap. 3: 1, read here, instead of "sons of God," "chil

dren of God." 
Verse 2, n1ake the sa111e correction: "Beloved, 1io1u are 

we the children of God." 
Chap. 3 :7, continue again sin1ply "children." 
Chap. 3 :18, "my children." 
Chap. 4 :4, "ye are of God, children." 
Chap. 5 :21, on1it the word "little" again, and read, 

"children, keep yourselves fron1 idols." 
In all these nine verses the address is given to the whole 

fainily, "children," vvithout any reference to their individ
ual stage of progress. 

Now, if we read Chap. 2 : 13-27, we shall learn that the 
f a111ily-the children spoken of in those nine verses that 
we have gone over, are graded by the apostle into three 
classes: First, "fathers," that is, those fully advanced in 
the Christian life; second, "young men," that is, those 
strong and energetic, who have the Word of God abiding 
in the1n ; third, "little children," that is, those of young 
and tender years. In this chapter he speaks of those three 
classes twice; it is here, and here only, we ought to use 
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the word "little" children, vers. 13, · 18. Here the word 
lt'.ttle is correctly given, and refers to those who are young 
in the faith, ne:wly born of God. 

In the Gospel of John, Chap. 1 :12, the expression "sons 
of God" ought to read "children of God;" for John's 
constant thought, whether in the Gospel or in his epistles., 
is children, not sons. In this, his ministry differs from 
that of the apostle Paul. who continually gives the children 
the place of sr.ns; because, as 'Ye have previously re� 
1narked, Paul gives us Christian position as well as rela..: 
tionship. In John's writings we get the ,vord "son," or 
"sons/' only twice. First in John 12 :36, where it should 
read "sons of light," not "children," as in our version 
But in this passage it is not used in a doctrinal sense; that 
is, it is not "sons of God/' but "sons of light": this is one 
of the exceptions with John. Then, when we reach Rev. 
21 :7, we read, "I will be his God, and he shall be My son.�� 
This carries us on to the New J erusalen1, our final abode, 
when our highest and fullest position will be given us: 
hence at this point John's ministry unites ,vith that of 
Paul, when we are all manifested as sons of God. 

We might now turn to Paul's use of the term "sons." 

First, let us note Gal. 3 :24-25, "The law was our school
master unto Christ." "Our" relates to the Jewish people 
before Christ can1e, and in these two verses the transla-

tion "schoolmaster" is scarcely correct. J. N. D.'s trans
lation reads "tutor." The word is "pedagogos." A Greek 
lexicon gives the exact meaning of the word. In the apos
tle's day a "pedagogos" was not a schoolmaster, but 
rather a servant at home, one who had the care of the 
boys, to train and guard, as also to lead them to the pub
lic school ; but he was not the schoolmaster. Thus we can 
readily see the apostle's application. The law thus served 
with the Jewish people as a "pedagogos," to guide, lead 
and guard God's children from mount Sinai throughout 
the past dispensation, until Christ came. But when we 
reach the four Gospels, we can see the Master's face, and, 
like Mary, can sit at His feet in the schoolroom. The 
"nedagogos" work is done; he can no,v be dismissed. In 
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our dispensation, grace teaches us. We have Christ, not 
Moses. We are not under the law but under grace. See 
Titus 2 :11-13. 

In Gal. 3 :26 the apostle changes from "our" to "ye." 
"For ye are all the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus." 
The word ought to be "sons" here, not "children"; for 
here we are f ollo\ving Paul's line, not John's. Is it not 
strange that the translators should put "sons" in John 1 ;12 
where it should be "children," and here in Gal. 3, vvhere 
the word should be "sons," they have put the word "chil
dren"? It is evident that they did not see the distinction 
between John's line of 111inistry and that of Paul. In Paul's 
ministry, the Gentiles who received the gospel never had 
been under law, never had the "pedagogos" to guide them; 
by faith in Christ they were born of God, in full position 
of sons--not simply children, as it is in John's epistle. But 
with the J evvish believers before Christ can1e it was dif
ferent: they were under guardianship of the law. 

In Gal. 4 :1-3, "children" 111ean "minors"-under the 
guardiansh1p of the la,v, and thus ·differed nothing fro1n 
servants. "But when the fullness of tin1e \vas come, God 
sent forth His Son, made of a ,von1an, n1ade under the 
law, to redeen1 them that were under the law, that we" 
(J e\vish believers) "1night receive the adoption of sons." 
Thus Jewish believers have now full right to take the 
Christian position of "sons." Then, in verse 6 we have, 
"And because ye" ( Gentile believers) "are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father." Thus both Tewish and Gentile believers 
now occupy the same ground, and have the same position 
in God's fan1ily-that of sons. This is the distinctive line 
of Paul's n1inistry in these chapters. 

The understanding of these dispensational distinctions 
given here by the apostle, gives great light and help to 
the Christian. The distinctions between Jews and Gentiles 
vanish before the work of redemption, which applies to 
both alike. since both alike are sinners be£ ore God; and on 
the ground of redemption the Holy Spirit has come down 
and taken up His abode in those born of God. From the 
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epistles we no,v learn that all those born of God ( His 
"children"), whether from Jews or Gentiles, are now in 
the place of "sons." 

Failing to see this, many fell into an error years ago, 
seeking to continue these distinctions in our present dis
pensation ; teaching that son1e believers are only "children" 
as yet, and an advanced class were "sons." This was 1nis
leading, and fostered spiritual pride. It is true that the 
teaching of "sonship" in Paul's epistle is advanced teach
ing; but only advanced in a dispensational sense. For now 
that we have reached the dispensation of the "fullness of 
the tin1e," all the children, all born of God, are recog
nized as sons ( Gal. 4 :6-7). 

And, akin to this, there was another mistake made, con
cerning the Holy Spirit. It was said that many in our dis
pensation, who are born of God ( "children" there£ ore) 
had not yet received the Holy Spirit. This was a grave 
111istake. It is true that in the old dispensation those born 
of God did not possess the indwelling Spirit, because that 
blessing, as well as sonship, awaited the "fullness of the 
tin1e" ( the Christian dispensation), which has now come. 
Man's condition and need, and God's grace, are now fully 
revealed, and in the riches of His grace God now gives 
a position to His people which they could not occupy be
fore the Cross. But now, as taught in Paul's epistles, no 
such distinctions are recognized; all God's children now 
are in the place of sons, and all have the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in them: "because ye are sons, God has sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father." There may be a great difference as to the 
apprehension of these things, but all that are born of God 
being now in the position of "sons," also have the Spirit 
dwelling in them. These blessings belong not only to those 
spiritually advanced, but to all. We will now look at three 
examples of this in the New Testament. 

First. Take the case of the Corinthians. They were yet 
"carnal," and the apostle could not address them as spirit
ual, but as carnal, even as babes in Christ, that is, yet in 
infancy as to spiritual life (Chap. 3 :l-3). Notwithstand-

23 



ing all this, he wrote to then1, "Know ye not that your 
·body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?"
( 6: 19). This passage ought t,J be conclusive that the Holy
Spirit dwells in all those who are God's people, and not
only in those who are "spiritual."

Second. Then, again, take the epistle to the Galatians,
Chaps. 3 and 4, ,vhich we have been examining. The saints
in Galatia had got far away from sound teaching; they
lacked intelligence on the first principles of the gospel;
they had put themselves under the law, and spiritually
·were nothing in advance of the Jewish people before the
Cross. This was a grave departure from the true principles
of the gospel and Christianity, and the apostle saw the
seriousness of it. Notwithstanding all this, pointedly he
asks them, "Received ye the Spirit by the works of the
la\v, or by the hearing of faith?" Again: "He therefore
that m1nistereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles
an1ong you, doeth he it by the ,vorks of the law, or by the
hearing of faith?" Again: "That we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith" ( Chap. 3 :2, 5, 14;
4 :6). These verses show us very clearly that all the Gala
tian Christians, notwithstanding their errors and lack of
intellig_ence, had the Holy Spirit, and that from the first
moment of faith, as well as the place of sonship. This is
the present birthright of all those born of God.

Third. Another example of this we get in 1 John 2, 
vvhere the apostle addresses the three classes in God's 
family, "fathers," "young men," and· "little children." To 
the first two, the most advanced, he wrote not a word 
about the Holy Spirit. But to the babes, the "little chil
·dren," he wrote, "Ye have an unction from the Holy One .
. . . The anointing which ye have received of Him abideth
in yott.!' It is the little children that he assures of the in
dwelling Spirit to guide and guard them. In Corinthians
we sa,v the Holy Spirit dwelt in those of God's people
least advanced as to spiritual life. In Galatians we also
saw the same Spirit dwelt in those who lacked divine in
_telligence concerning the gospel. Now, in the epistle -of
John we see that the Holy Spirit is given to and dwells
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in the ,veakest and youngest of God's children-the little 
children. 

Ques.-But does not the Acts seem to teach that some 
believers have not yet the Holy Spirit? 

Ans.-Y es. In the Acts we do learn, at various places, 
that God's children had not as yet received the Holy 
Ghost ; but there is no clash between the teaching of the 
epistles which we have been considering and the history 
of the book of the Acts. We have considered the teaching 
concerning the saints before Christ came and accomplished· 
the work of atone111ent, and we have seen, also, that our 
dispensation is much in advance of theirs. Now, in the 
.r'\cts of the apostles vve get a divine record of a short 
period of time-a transitory period-when this transition 
was taking place; God bringing His people out of Judaism 
into Christianity; bringing, also, Gentile believers out of 
their darkness into Christianity. The Acts gives us this 
history, but we do not go to the Acts to get the doctrine 
of it. The Holy Spirit gives us that in the epistles, where 
this distinction is seen. 

In Acts, Chap. 1 :14-15, vve see 120 disciples, all true 
believers, in prayer, waiting for the Lord's ·promise of the 
Holy Spirit, which in the second chapter, on the day of 
Pentecost, they now receive. In this we see the distinction 
between their blessing, in Judaism, and that in Christianity. 

Then, in Chap. 8, we learn of God's work among the 
Samaritans. Philip preached Christ unto them. Many gave 
heed to his preaching, and were converted to God; but 
they did not receive the Holy Spirit immediately. There 
was a special reason for this. There had been strong prej
udice �etween the Jews and the Samaritans; but now, as 
God was working among then1 both, to guard against the 
old division, or independency, amongst His people, and 
to remove the prejudice that might yet remain, those new 
converts awaited the coming of Peter and J ohn,-J ewish 
apostles,-"who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost .... Then, 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
r;.h6st." This .was a blending together of those converted 
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from an1ongst Satnaritans and Jews-a uniting of the 
work; and God shows His approval by giving the111 the 
Holy Spirit in this 111anner. This has no parallel in our day. 

Another exainple is given us in Chap. 19. Paul went to 
Ephesus and found certain disciples there ; but they knew 
nothing further than the teaching of John the Baptist. 
They said to Paul, "We did not even lrear if tile JI oly 
Sp-i,,i.t iuas co1nc," ver. 2 (J. N. D.'s version). These 
disciples, we thus see, were on Jewish ground ; and being 
far away fro111 J erusale111, had not enjoyed the benefits of 
later teaching which these 120 had, who were in J erusale111 
on the day of Pentecost. They evidently did not know the 
further teaching which the Lord had given after John had 
passed away; and they did not understand, or know, the 
truth concerning the sufferings of Christ on the cross. 
They had learned through John's n1inistry that ,vhen 
Christ would come He would baptize with the Holy Ghost; 
but they did not kno,v that that period had already con1e. 
Paul no,v unfolds to them the further teaching. "When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the N an1e of the 
Lord Jesus ;" and when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them, and they get their 
full place now in our dispensation. This work at Ephesus, 
through the apostle Paul, ends the transitory period in 
the book of Acts. From these chapters we learn how God 
wrought with the different classes. First, among the Jews, 
in Acts 2. Second, among the Samaritans, in Chap. 8. 
Third, opening the door of faith to the Gentiles in the 
house of Cornelius, Acts 10. Fourth, bringing in the last 
of John's disciples at Ephesus. This closes the transitory 
period: that stage of the apostolic work has passed away.

Now, to learn the truth concerning our position as sons, 
and the indwelling Spirit, we must study the Epistles. 

We have had, thus, three stages of God's work. First, 
that of the Old Testament; but that is passed. Second, 
that of the book of the Acts, the short transition period 
which served as an introduction to Christianity; that also 
has passed. Third, we have that of the Epistles: and this 
is present teaching for us until the end. Here we get the 
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doctrinal teaching concerning the Holy Spirit-in the

11hree epistles we have ref erred to, 1 Corinthians,- Gala
tians, and 1 John, the teaching is conclusive that all born 
of God have now the Holy Spirit. We do not dwell now 
upon the practical Ii f e that ought to correspond with this 
-an important and needed teaching. If we were speaking
on that line, we would see many stages among God's peo
ple; and whilst all are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, it may
be true that many grieve Hin1, and hence no progress, and
the fruit of the Spirit is little seen. In much of our life and
service, how often the Holy Spirit is hindered! "Be filled
with the Spirit" is a needed word for every one of us.

Ques.-Having gone over the difference between Old 
Testament saints and those in our dispensation, what will 
be the difference when the reward is given? 

Ans.-I t is well to remember that a servant may be very 
dutiful and noble in his life, while a son with a higher 
position may be very slothful. Many of the Old Testament 
saints have exceeded us in faithfulness, and on this ac
count their rewards will be greater at the judgment-seat 
of Christ. We need to bear this ,vell in mind, that our 
rewards will not be according to our position, but rather 
according to our devotedness and faithfulness. Take Abel, 
for instance. He was righteous before God, and he was 
faithful unto death. See, also, the exemplary life of Abra
ham, that noble man of faith, who is called "the Friend 
of God." Moses, also, was "faithful as a servant" (Heb. 
3 :5), and God spoke face to face with him, as a man 
would with his friend. See what a list is given us ( a few 
among many) in Hebrews, Chap. 11. "Of ·whon1 the world 
was not worthy." They walked with God, and He brought 
them into nearness to Himself, regardless of the dispen
c-qtion, and they will be rewarded accordingly. 

Ques.-Is it not the man of con1munion that gets the 
-secrets of the Lord today?

Ans.-Y es, certainly. Many illustrations we get of this 
in both the Old Testament and the New. "His secret is with 
the righteous" ( Prov. 3 :32). "He revealeth His secrets to 
His servants the prophets" ( Amos 3 :7). It is to His 
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"friends" the Lord opens up His secrets in John 15 :15; 
and in our dispensation it is to the spiritual man that the 
Holy Spirit opens up the deep things of God ( 1 Cor. 2 :12-
16). This principle was true in the Old Testament, and 
ren1ains the sam� to this day. 

Ques.-What does the expression mean in Gen. 6 :2, the 
"sons of God" ? 

Ans.-I believe that the true explanation of this expres
sion will be seen in Chap. 4 :26. Seth was the appointed 
heir instead of Abel, "whom Cain slew;" "And to Seth, to 
him also, there was born a son; and he called his name 
Enos: then began men to call upon the Name of the 
Lord"; or, as in the margin, "to call then1selves by the

N ante of the Lord." Cain's descendants had gone out from 
the presence of the Lord, and corruption and violence 
characterized them. Seth's descendants ·were the direct 
c·ontrast to these; they followed in the line of good; pre
served on earth the light of the knowledge of God, and 
took their place as God's children. Enoch, and also Noah, 
were in this line. On the opposite side La1nech was a con
tinuation of Cain's line. For a tin1e the demarcation be
tween these two classes was n1aintained very distinctly; 
but the closing part of the dispensation gives us a great 
change. The line of .demarcation was dropped, and "the 
sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; 
and ·they took them wives of all which they chose." This 
was an unequal yoke, and displeased the Lord greatly. 
These ,vere the n1arks which characterized the closing 
periods of that first dispensation; the flood was God's 
judgment upon the whole scene, and brought that period 
of man's history to an end. 

Adam is called "son of God" (Luke 3 :38). The angels 
are called "sons of God" in Job 1 :6, and the expression in 
Gen. 6 seems to refer to Seth's descendants; but in neither 
case, that of Adam, Seth's descendants, nor yet ·in that of 
the angels, is the meaning �he same as in Galatians, Chaps. 
3 and 4, where we see the true and full position of "son• 
ship," which belongs to our dispensation. Even the word 
"sons" in Gen. 6 :2 is not the same as that always used 
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for sons. We must guard against a mere concordance 
study of Scripture or following certain words merely; 
every word must be looked at in its proper setting. When 
a difficult passage arises, study the verses before and after, 
and get the connection. The context always governs the 
thought that is meant in each passage. This is an impor
tant principle in Scripture; the sense and meaning of a 
particular phrase or text must be governed by its context. 

We might also add that it is well for us to distinguish. 
between the saints before the giving of the law, in patri
archal days ( as in the book of Genesis), and those com
ing after the giving of the law, which period begins in 
the book of Exodus. What we have been examining in 
Galatians, Chaps. 3-4, was the saints under the law, from 
Moses to Christ, in contrast to us who are under grace. 
There is a lovely simplicity about the lives of these patri
archs-a sweet freed01n that charms us as we read the 
histories of Abel, Enoch, Abraham, and down to Joseph. 
We see Abraham, as he sat quietly at his tent door, he 
seems to know that - the three angels are visitors from 
heaven, and what an honor was conferred upon him, and 
perceived also that one of them was the Lord Himself. 
With beautiful simplicity and reverence, he says, "My 
T .ord, if now I have found favor in Thy sight, pass not 
away,· I pray Thee, from Thy servant." Thus Abraham 
draws near, not as a child, much less as a son, but as 
Jehovah's ser'llant. True, Abraham was born of God, a 
child, "an heir," but the full light and revelation concern
ing such a relationship awaited our dispensation to be 
unfolded. With the light of New Testament revelation, 
we can now look back and understand their relationship 
better than they did themselves. We believe all these dis
tinctions need to be borne in mind. 

Ques.-Y ou say Paul's line is the Church, and John's is 
the Fa1nily: ,vhy does Paul write in Eph. 3 :15 "the whole 
family in heaven and earth," or, as in R. V., "every 
family"? 

Ans.-While Paul's special line is the Church, he also 
develops in various Scriptures our place in the family. 
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This passage, in Eph. 3, includes the various families in 
heaven and on earth; I suppose the angels are one of 
them: they are that by creation-not by new birth, as we 
are. The Old Testament saints are another, in the heaven
lies now; they are there because born of God. The family 
on earth are those born of God here now. We might 
further add, that by and by, when God's ancient people 
shall again be brought in, it shall be said unto them, "Ye 
are the sons of the living God" (Hos. 1 :10). Then, also, 
there will be the multitudes of the nations. But in all this, 
whether angels or from among men, it is simply "every 
family"-,vhich is not Church relationship. We might add 
that, in this epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle enlarges 
still more: it is the Chitrch he mentions in Chap. 1 :22: 
it is the Family in Chap. 3 :15; and Chap. S :6 embraces 
also the Kingdo-1n. When he speaks of our place as chil
dren, his ministry is similar to that of John ; when he 
follows the Kingdom, he is on a similar line to that of 
Peter ; but when he opens up the truth of the Church as 
the body of Christ, he is fulfilling the special ministry 
that was given to him. 

These distinctions being made clear, we hope, let us 
turn now to what the epistle of John gives us. "Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the children of God." In this we 
get not His love simply, but the manner of that love. We 
did not always stand in that relationship as children. What 
a fallacy is the expression heard everywhere today, "The 
Fatherhood of God, and the brotherhood of man"! On 
the very contrary, we were "children of wrath" by nature; 
"children of disobedience" by practice. But God's sov
ereign grace has wrought in us; we are born of God
His own children, and we are bidden to contemplate the 
manner of the Fathers' love. How very sweet that we 
can take our place before Him as His children! Thi� 
wakes up in us the divine affections, the love that charac
terizes the children. But it is the Father's love to the 
children that is first expressed; then our love to Him is 
also dwelt upon ( Chap. 4 :16-21), as well as our love to 
one another. It is love in the truth; deeper than human 
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affection ; nothing superficial in it. It is divine love, 
wrought out in us by the Spirit sent down from heaven. 

After we see our place as chi:dren, we discern imme
diately the contrast between the world-those not born of 
God-and us: "The world knoweth us not, because it 
knew Him not." God's beloved Son }Vas here Himself, 
and was a Stranger in the world His hands had made. 
They saw Him, and heard His words from day to· day; 
yet it is written, "The world knew Him not" Do we not 
see at what a distance sin has placed the ht!man race? He 
is not here now, He is in heaven; but Wt! are left here, 
as God's children, to represent Him. in the place of His 
rejection. How far does the world know us today? If we 
are walking in the happy enjoyment of fellowship with 
the Father and the Son, the world will not know us 
either. This is indeed a very practical truth, and associates 
us with His testimony today. When writing to the young 
men in the previous chapter, and warning them concern
ing the evils in the world, John says: "For all that is. in 
the world, the lust of -the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world; and the world passeth away, and the lust thereof ; 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever." What 
a terrible picture this is of the evil world in which we are 
living-through which we are .passing, but of which we 
do not form a part, as the Lord Himself said in John 
17 :14-16, "I have given them Thy word; and the world 
hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world. I pray not that Thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil. They are not of the wor-ld, even as I 
am not of the world." In all these scriptures we see the 
place out of vvhich God, in grace, has brought us; we 
belong to another sphere ; we form part of the family of 
God now upon the earth. Deliverance from all these 
things, as lust of the flesh, lust of the eye, pride of life, 
give place to righteousness, obedience, benevolence, divine 
affections. These are the graces to be expressed in the 
children, as taught in our epistle : and what a contrast 
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this is to the pride and selfishness so apparent in the 
world everywhere today! 

It is well to ren1ember that John looks at the family in 
its normal condition ; it means that each is growing and 
developing. There is nothing wrong in being babes or 
little children in God's family-we were all that to begin 
with. But the wrong state of the assembly at Corinth was 
that they remained babes-they did not grow. Things 
were allowed in their midst that hindered the work of the 
Spirit in then1, and there was no development in Christian 
life; they ,vere as stunted children ( 1 Cor. 3 :1-4). This 
was also true among the Hebrew Christians ( Heb. 5 : 12-
14 ). 

But there was a difference between those in Corinth 
and the Hebrews . which will be readily seen by a care£ ul 
re1ding. The Assembly at Corinth had never advanced 
beyond their infancy. (spiritually) "ye are yet babes, etc." 

Whereas the Hebrews had advanced at the first, 
after their conversion but had allowed the difficulties and 
opposition from the enemy later to hinder their growth 
and advancement. Hence the Apostle, in writing to them 
states, "Ye have beco111,e such as have need of milk, and 
not strong meat." ( See Heb. S :13-14; 10 :32-34). 
Wherever God's people show no diligence in reaching out 
after the Spirit's ministry, there is no advance; they cease 
to grow. The divine life does not develop. This is a lament
able condition and seems to characterize so many in our 
day; we saw it already in the days of the apostle. Is it 
not a fact before our eyes that there is not the same 
desire for reading good, solid Christian literature as there 
used to be in our first days? and the result is dwarfed 
Christians on every hand. We feel this in our worship 
meetings-a lack of spiritual worship. We also feel it in 
our Bible readings-a lack of interest and heart in Bible 
study; and, it may be, of the gospel ministry too. Where 
we fail to go on in God's things, it will be felt in every 
way in the Christian assembly. 

In the parable which our Lord gave of the Kingdom we 
see three stages of fruit-bearing, corresponding with the 
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three classes in John's epistle. The first bear fruit thirty
{ old ; that would be similar to what we would expect to 
see in the "little children." The next sixtyfold, would be a 
further development of fruit, as would be seen in the 
"young men." Third, a hundredfold would be what we 
would expect in those called "fathers." May the Lord 
help us to be as the clay in. the hands of the potter
subject to the Spirit's guidance, so that there may be with 
us progress to the end. ( Mark 4 :20) 

Let none of us be discouraged by failure around us, nor 
yet by failure in our past life. All the blessedness of what 
God's children enjoyed in John's day is for us individually 
to enjoy now. We are in the midst of general failure, yet 
all of God's truth and joy remain for the individual that 
earnestly and prayer£ ully seeks Him. If we are devoted 
to the Lord and His interests upon the earth, we shall 
abide in His f �llowship, and develop and grow by feeding 
upon the truth. 

In Ver. 2 we read, "Beloved, now are we the children 
of God." How emphatic this languag� ! We who confess 
Christ and are born of God ought never to have a doubt 
as to our relationship with God. A Spanish missionary, 
ronverted from the darkness of papal Rome, while trans
lating the New Testament came to this verse. He put down 
his pen and exclaimed, "It is too much, too much, that we 
who were steeped in darkness should be called 'the children 
of God': let 1ne rather translate it, that we are just per
mitted to kiss His feet"! Such relationship appeared so 
wonderful that for the moment he was overwhelmed with 
the thought and exclaimed, "It is too much." He recovered 
himself, however, and took up his pen again and wrote it 
aright, "Beloved, now are we the children of God." Such 
a revelation, instead of fostering pride, should rather 
humble us in the dust, as we contemplate the love and 
grace that have brought us so near to God! 

"So near, so very near to God, 
Nearer we could not be; 

For in the person of His Son 
We are as near as He." 
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Oh that under a sense of such blessed truth every trace 
of haFd-headedness,. pride and dogmatic spirit may for
ever pass away; and the brightness and sweetness of the 
true Christian life be more fully seen upon us! Then we 
shall truly answer to God's thought concerning us, who 
are left here to represent the Lord until He come again. 

"It doth not yet appear what we shall be." The Holy 
,oirit has opened up much to us through God's Holy 
Word--especially to those who make it their patient, 
prayerful study. But there is much yet that we have not 
taken in. \Vhen we enter the heavenly glory and see Him 
face to face, no doubt we shall all say, "The half hath 
not been told." "We know that when He shall appear, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 

Ques.-Is this physical likeness to our Lord ? 

Ans.-I think, rather, physical likeness to our Lord is 
spoken of in Phil. 3 :21. When our Lord comes again, 
our bodies, now subject to humiliation, will be changed 
like unto His body in glory: a body like His own, perfectly 
suited to the new place, and the new ti fe, which we have 
now as born of God-fitted for the heavenly glory, and 
for eternal companionship with Christ up there. But here, 
in John 3, it is not physical likeness, but rather moral 
and spiritual. All our new powers, desires, joys and affec
tions will all be like His, so that morally and spiritually we 
shall be like our Lord in heaven. 

Further, "We shall see Him as He is." How this ought 
to lift us up, and brighten our lives as we go through life! 
And it will, if kept before the heart: there is nothing like 
it in the world. 

Ques.-What does Rom. 8 :29 mean, "Conformed to 
the image of His Son"? 

Ans.-The teaching in Rom. 8 embraces both thoughts 
which we have been considering, in Philippians, and in 
John. For, in Rom. 8, it is God's purpose to have all His 
people, in the end, in the image of His Son : everything 
in accord with and suited to Him who is the First-born 
among many brethren. Christ Himself is there as the 
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First-born; the First-fruits also, or sample Sheaf, now 
in the presence of God and the holy angels: He is leading 
the n1any sons to glory. 

A few years ago, in a window of one of New York's 
leading grocery stores, there was a ba�ket of choice and 
beautiful grapes exhibited, arranged with great care, with 
this notice over the basket: "A whole carload like this 
sa1nple basket is expected in a few days." This might 
\vell illustrate what is on view up there in heaven. Christ 
the first-fruits of a golden harvest, and the Father says, 
as it were, to the admiring spectators there, "There is a 
whole harvest like this sample coming up very soon 
( 1 Thess. 4 :13-18). Is it any wonder that angels desire 
to look into these things? And they are now learning, 
through the Church, the manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 
3:10). 

We might read Verse 3 in our chapter a little more 
correctly, "Every man that hath this hope set on Him

purifieth himself even as He (Christ) is pure." This gives 
us the truth of the verse more clearly; and as we keep this 
hope of our Lord's coming again before our hearts, we 
bec0111e purified by it-we become unworldly, and more 
like the perfect Object set before us. Likeness to Christ 
now is con£ ormity to His thoughts, feelings, and ways; 
and the Spirit also is with us to make all this good to us 
continually. Let us now ask ourselves, as we dwell upon 
this great theme, "Are we truly waiting for Him? Is it 
really our hu pe? Do we not remember the power this had 
upon many of us twenty-five to fifty years ago, when the 
Lord's coming was burning like a flame in our souls ?" 
But, with many, the freshness and power of this hope has 
given place to others things, and they have become less 
heavenly-minded, with more conformity to this life and 
the things of the world. There is nothing like this precious 
hope to sanctify us. We do not need a code of morals to 
gui<le and regulate our lives. God has set before us a 
Person, a living and glorified Person; now upon the 
t hron� above ; and that blessed One is soon coming for us. 
This is the blessed truth that was meant to purify us, and 
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hold us here as His witnesses, and fill us with joy fron1 
day to day. Again and again the Spirit whispers in our 
ears, "A little while, and He that shall come will co111e. 
and will not tarry." Let us keep our eyes upon that 
blessed One ,vho is soon coming again; and as we hear 
Him say, "Surely I come quickly," let every heart wake 
up ,vith the warmth and fervor of the first days, and 
respond to Hin1, "Even so, conie, Lord Jesus." 

We are quite sure that the losing sight of this blessed 
hope is a 111ain reason of so n1uch worldliness in our lives, 
and of much trouble in -n1any assemblies today. Things on 
every hand indicate that the fulfilment of our hope is 
very near, when \Ve all shall hear His call, "Rise up, my 
love, my fair one, and come away." 

In closing this reading, let us say that, as John addresses 
the family of God, so this hope is the hope of all the 
children. vVe know that the whole Church, the bride of 
Christ, will rise and enter the heavenly glory, and get 
the special place assigned to her; but that is not the line 
of truth in John's epistle: it is the hope of all the children, 
as such-fathers, young men, and even the little children. 
And as the family of God reaches back and embraces all 
those born of God, in the dispensations previous to the 
Cross, ·so, when the Lord comes back the second time, 
these Old Testament saints will be included. None of the 
children will be left behind. This disposes of the error 
a1nong a certain class today, that only an advanced or 
select class of God's people shall be caught up at the 
rapture. It is a precious and a comforting truth to know 
that all who are in the relationship of children, all that 
are His, shall be gathered together at His coming. 

In- considering the subject of the Kingdom yesterday, 
we sa,v that fro1n its beginning it kept in view the sec
ond coming of Christ; for the Kingdom never answers to 
the Divine 1Iind until our Lord comes again and takes 
it up. So, also, here in John, we see the children do not 
reach the fulness of blessing and the place marked out 
for them until the same event-the coming of our Lord. 
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As children, we shall be. perfected then. The Kingdom 
waits for this, and so does the family. 

We 111ight add, in conclusion, that in the epistles of 
Paul, the Church, as the body and bride of Christ, waits 
for the same blessed hope. No matter in what relation
ship God's people are found, it is this precious truth, the 
second c01ning of our Lord, that is kept constantly in 
view. 

PAUL'S MINISTRY-THE CHURCH 
1 Corinthians, chapter 12, was read. 

This morning our subject will be the apostle Paul's 
line of n1inistry; especially that part styled the "mystery," 
the Church as the body of Christ. Of all the lines of truth 
for the Christian there is none n1ore important than this 
one, and none we ought to be better acquainted with. It 
is the characteristic the1ne of Paul's 1ninistry, and has 
a very unique place in the New Testan1ent. None of us 
can properly fill our place and responsibilities in a col
lective testimony unless we understand this line of truth, 
and the principles. embodied in it. It is the special truth 
given us for this dispensation. 

The subject of the Kingdon1 reaches back into the past 
dispensations, as we have seen, and through the present 
and future ones, and into the eternal state itself. So also 
the fan1ily of God: it embraces all born of God from 
the beginning, and through every dispensation unto the 
end. But the Mystery, the Church, includes only the 
saints of our dispensation, and no other. Hence the im
portance of this subject for us. That we may get the 
subject clearly and· in order, let us take it up step by step. 

First. We do get the thought of the Church in the 
Old Testament, but only" iri types or pictures, as hints of 
what would later be revealed in the New Testament. It 
is typically foreshadowed in the Old Testament in two 
aspects, as the bride, and as the house. 
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In Gen. 2 it is beautifully pictured in Adam and Eve; 
so also in the call of Rebekah, Gen. 24; and in other 
instances it is beautifully set forth in type. In Aaron and 
his house, as the priestly family, ,ve have Christ the High 
Priest and the Church as His house. Gen. 2 is confinned 
as a type of Christ and His Church in Eph. 5; and 
Aaron's family illustrating the Church as the house of 
God is confirmed in the epistle to the Hebrews, "whose 
house are we" ( chap. 3). But while these pictures are 
given us here and there in the Old Testament, they could 
not be understood in this typical form until the light and 
truth of the New Testament was given: then the vail was 
lifted, and the light of the New Testament thrown back 
upon these Old Testament pictures shows us the beauti
ful and precious · truth contained in them. "All these 
things happened unto them for types" ( 1 Cor. 10 :11, 
margin). We can see now that God had O1rist and the 
Church before Him from the very beginning, as the types, 
which we can now read, are fullest proof to us-their 
unfolding being left for New Testament times. 

Second. Coming to the New Testament, we find in 
the Gospels an advance on what we see in the Old Testa
ment. In Matt. 16 :18, the Church is announced, but only 
prophetically : the Lord said to Peter, "Upon this rock 
I will build My Church." Notice carefully, not "I am 
building;" much less, "I have been building." The truth 
just announced did not refer to any past work, nor yet 
to any present work during our Lord's lifetime upon 
earth. It was yet future; and in Matt. 16, it must also be 
observed, it is the Church as a house, built upon the Rock: 
not the Church as the body of Christ, for neither in the 
Old Testament nor yet in the four Gospels do we get 
the <;:hurch as �he body of Christ. The types illustrate the 
"bride" and the "house" character, but not "the body." 
This aspect of the Oturch was not revealed to prophets 
nor yet in Matt. 16, but to the apostle Paul. 

Third. Coming to the book of the Acts, we see the 
historical record of the Church as first established, and 
for about the first thirty years of its history-the Church 
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as formed by the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, 
and guided and growing by His power. 

Fourth. But now coming to Paul's epistles, we get 
the full revelation of what the Church is, and the teach
ing concerning it. To the Epistle's alone must we turn 
for Church doctrine. This is very important to us in 
this tin1e, when the teaching concerning the Church is 
so much con£ used. 

Ques.-We have had the Church as the Bride, the 
House and the Body mentioned. Are there any other 
aspects? 

Ans.-Yes; and as we have reached this point of our 
study, it 1night be well to look at the different aspects 
of it given in the New Testament; and in doing so, we 
shall see the oneness of God's people in a very beautiful 
way. In the Gospels it is not only prophetically announced, 
but the Lord gave parabolic teaching concerning it also. 
In the seven parables of l\iatt. 13, the Lord gave some 
things new and some old ( ver. 52). The things old were 
the things already taught in the Old Testament, but the 
things new were those now given for the first time; things 
not revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

Son1e have confused the teaching of the treasure and 
of the pearl-applying them both to the Church. This is 
a n1istake. We believe the treasure refers to Israel; the 
pearl to the Church, and then the net enclosing the fish 
applies to the conversion of the nations preparatory to 
the Millennium. The subject of the parable as to the 
treasure was nothing new ( see Exod. 19 :3-5). "Thus 
shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children 
of Israel . . . ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 1'1e 
above all people; for all the earth is Mine." In this pas
sage we get two things: first, the treasure-that is Israel; 
second, "all the earth is lVIine," that is the field ( compare 
Matt. 13 :38, 44). The nation under law did not get the 
blessing ordained for them; but God's purpose n1ust be 
fulfilled; Israel shall yet be His peculiar treasure- God 
will carry out His purposes of grace regardless of all 
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their past failures; and on the basis of Christ's sacrificial 
work, that nation shall be regathered to their own land, 
and placed in the earth ( the field) as His peculiar treasure. 
This is further confirmed when ,ve read two of the n1il
lennial psalms,-135 and 136. Israel, when restored to 
the land, will sing, "For the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto 
Himself and Israel for His peculiar treasure ( Psa. 135 :4). 
These passages, we believe, ought to establish clearly the 
teaching concerning the treasure in Matt. 13. 

In the "pearl" we get ,vhat is ne-zu. "r\gain the king
dom of heaven is like unto a merchant1nan seeking goodly 
pearls; who, when he had found one pearl of great price, 
went and sold all that he had and bought it." This is a 
theme not embodied in the Old Testan1ent. The 1nerchant
man is Christ; the· price ,vas His atoning sacrifice: and 
the pearl procured, "one pearl of great price," speaks to 
us of the unique character of the Church. Israel today is 
set aside; the Holy Ghost has come down, and the pearl, 
brought up from the sea, illustrates the Church gathered 
out from the nations. It is well to observe that it is one

pearl; the oneness of God's people is expressed by the 
pearl. From the very beginning of New Testament teach
ing to the end, the oneness of God's people is kept pron1i
nently before us. This parable of the pearl is the first 
intimation in the New Testament as to the Church� and 
opens a wonder£ ul theme. 

Ques.-Do we get in the seven parables a history of 
the Church? 

Ans.-There are certain things in Matt. 13 that are 
parallel with Rev. chaps. 2 and 3, but in Matt. the sub
ject is the Kingdom; in Revelation it is the Church. The 
first four parables give us the Kingdom in its present 
form; ·fro1n its beginning to the end. In these first four 
parables we can trace the growth and the development 
of evil until the end. In the last three we get God's 
triumph over evil, in spite of all Satan's work today. God 
in the end will gather Israel: that is the treasure. He 
will have the Church in heaven: that is the pearl. 
After the Church gets her place in heaven, and Israel 
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hers upon the earth, a multitude from the nations will 
be converted and brought into the millennial blessing: that 
is the good fish of the seventh parable. The Church is not 
the Kingdom, as we have already seen; but the Church 
is in the Kingdom. As an illustration we might say, Queen 
Mary is not King George's kingdom, she is his bride-com
panion ; nevertheless she is m his kingdom. She is his 
bride, his wife, that is her nearest relationship. In the 
last three parables we get Israel, the Church, and the 
Gentiles. Each have their place according to God's pur
pose. See 1 Cor. 10 :32. 

One Flock. Turning to John 10 :16; we find the same 
truth presented under another figure-one flock. This 
also brings out the oneness of God's people. The Lord 
had just given sight to the blind man ( chap 9), which 
provoked opposition on the part of the Jewish leaders, 
and their refusal of His ministry of love. In chap. 10 
we see our Lord sets the Jewish system aside, and leads 
His own sheep a.u,t (ver. 3). Judaism was a fold; the 
Lord now leads His people out of that fold; and His 
other sheep, who were among the Gentiles, He purposes 
now to bring and unite them, and make them one flock: 
"And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; then1 
also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice, and 
there shall be one flock, ( not "fold" as in the A. V.) 
and one shepherd." In this passage the Lord looks beyond 
the cross to our dispensation, and speaks of the present 
work. The one pearl of Matt. 13 is now being forn1ed, 
and the one flock of John 10 is being gathered. ( See also 
Acts 20 :28). The ,vhole Jewish system, before Christ 
came, was an enclosure; but in our dispensation the en
closure is set aside, and we have but one flock vvith one 
Shepherd in their n1idst. What a contrast to the old fold ! 

Ques.-Would the words, "I send you forth as lan1bs 
among wolves" (Luke 10 :3) be similar? 

Ans.-In Luke 10 there is no thought of Church posi
tion, nor of Church oneness, but rather the disciples go
ing forth as teachers and ministers of the Word; and 
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thus going forth they were to be as la111bs a111ong�t wolYes. 
This is service, and individual. 

The Epistle of Christ (2 Cor. 3 :3). l-Icrc it is the 
epistle of Christ-not the epistles, although that i:-i the 
way the verse at times is quoted, as ,vell as �mneti111cs 
taught. The individual believer is not said to be an epistle 
of Christ. S0111eone has said, "No individual ha:-; got 
parchment enough on ,vhich the epistle of Christ could 
be written." Yet every individual is son1c exprc�sion, or 
part of this epistle; the ,vhole Church is the epistle. Our 
Lord Himself did not ,vrite any of the New Tc:--ta111ent 
epistles. Paul ,vrote fourteen, J an1es one, Peter, twu. John 
three, and Jude one. The Church is Christ) s livi11g epistle 
in this world, to be ''read and known of all men." What 
a calling-what place and responsibility! Every local as
sembly, as Corinth, is a representation of the Church at 
large; and it is only as each one of us in the various 
assen1blies are filling our right place that that town or 
place have presented to it an expression of Christ
Christ's epistle. Each assen1bly then is a 111iniature pic
ture of the vvhole; and each child of God is like a page, a 
verse, or a word in that epistle. 

The House. In Matt. 16, it is as the house the Church 
is presented. This subject is continued in the first epistle 
of Peter, chap. 2 :4-6. There it is called "a spiritual 
house," and made up of "living stones." The Tabernacle 
of old had passed away, so also Solon1on's ten1ple; and 
now there was but one house in which God could dwell
it is a spiritual house. In this house we see n1any stones, 
all built upon one foundation, but one house. It was one 
pearl, one flock, one epistle, and now one house. In each 
case it is the unity or oneness of God's people, that is 
expressed. 

One Body. We may now enter 111ore fully into 1 Cor. 
12. In ver. 4, it is the one Spirit; ver. 5, one Lord; ver. 6,
it is one God; and then in ver. 13 we have the "one
body." The main thought in this chapter is the work of the
Holy Spirit-the place He occupies, and the work He
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performs. In chap. 8, ver. 5, 6, the apostle had already 
emphasized the truth that there is but one God, the 
Father; and also but one Lord, Jesus Christ. Now in 
chap. 12, he gives prominence and emphasizes the work of 
the third Person, the Holy Spirit-"there are diversities 
of gifts, but the same Spirit." How beautiful this is! The 
Holy Spirit is now upon the earth, has formed the Church, 
dwells there, and distributes the various gifts according 
to the need of the whole. No two gifts are alike, yet all · 
are needed, even those that we might think of least im
portance. We are apt to drop into the carnality of the 
Corinthians, and say, Paul is my favorite, or I prefer 
Apollos, and another is partial to Cephas; but how foolish 
and unspiritual this, if we recognize Christ as the centre 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the assen1bly 
where every gift should have its place. See the variety 
of God's works in nature-not two faces alike, nor even 
two flo,vers or leaves exactly alike; then why not recog
nize this diversity as the work of the one Spirit? Failing 
to see and own this has led men to the appointment of the 
one-man ministry. It means a great loss for all concerned; 
and we .who have greater light must guard from falling 
into the same snare-selecting our favorite or favorites. 
If a variety of supplies were laid up in store for your 
free use, why be so beggarly and poverty-stricken as to 
say, I will take just this one thing, and leave the rest, 
when it is all for your profit? This is also true with the 
gifts the Spirit has given. Verse 5 reads, "there are clif
f erent ministries, but the same Lord." He cherishes and 
nourishes the Church by His ministry of love through 
the various gifts He provides. On the other hand, let 
none harass God's people with ministry not to edification, 
for the assembly is the place where the Spirit is to guide, 
and there ought to be due waiting upon God for that 
ministry of the Spirit which will always be for the edifi
cation of the whole. The Lord .knows our need best, and 
desires to richly supply, but our reception of what he has 
for us will also depend upon our spiritual state of soul. 
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One great fact that characterized our meetings in our 
early days was that saints were gathered to Christ as a 
living Centre. They \vere not gathered to "brethren," nor 
yet to certain forms of ministry. There were exceptions 
of course, but it was characteristic to wait upon God for 
ministry by the Spirit. We must be on our guard, not to 
drift from the simplicity and scripturalness of the first 
days. 

There are diversities of operations but the same God 
(ver. 6). We must not limit the Holy one of Israel. He 
is sovereign, and works in different ways. This is true in 
the assembly as also in the gospel. Paul goes to the river
side in Philippi, and unfolds the truth to the women 
gathered there, an:d the Lord opened Lydia's heart. After
wards a poor damsel is delivered from an evil spirit as 
they went to prayer. Then God works in the prison by 
an earthquake and His servants find an open heart for 
the truth in the jailor that kept them. Each case differed, 
but it was the same God that wrought. 

Is it not a remarkable fact that nearly all the evangeli
cal teaching today, where they speak and write about the 
work of the Holy Spirit, they scarce ever go beyond that 
which concerns the individual? They dwell much upon 
the necessity of the Holy Spirit for service, but 1 Cor. 
12 is scarcely ever alluded to; yet this is the chapter that 
gives us the Spirit's work in our dispensation, and the 
unique place that the Church occupies as the one body 
of Christ. 

"For as the body is one and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body being many are one 
body," ( this is the human body of course, the figure of 
the application that follows) "so also is Christ" ( ver. 12). 
But the translators failed to grasp the meaning of the 
application and left out an important word here, "So 
also is the Christ." This expression points out the fulness 
of the subject before us; it includes both the Head, now 
in heaven, and all the members of the one body, now on 
the earth. A human body is not complete without the 
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We saw yesterday that by new birth the Spirit gave 
us our relationship in the family of God, and that Jhat 
relationship extends back into former dispensations. But 
the truth we are considering-the one body-is an added, 
or nearer relationship, formed in the power of one Spirit; 
"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." 
The one hundred and twenty on the day of Pentecost 
were already children of God, but when they were bap
tized by the Holy Spirit, they were brought into this new 
relationship and unity. This relationship is no continua
tion of Old Testament teaching, but is entirely ne\v. 

Ques.-Does this relationship subsist while we are upon 
the earth only, or forever? 

Ans.-The principle, written long ago, "Whatsoever 
God doeth it shall be forever," applies in this also. This 
is a divine relationship, formed by the Holy Spirit be
tween Christ and His people, and will abide forever. 

We might look now at the different ·ways in which this 
expression, "one body," is used in the New Testament; 
and how far this truth can be enjoyed by us, and its prin
ciples be maintained. 

First. "For to make in Himself of twain one new 
1nan" (Eph. 2 :14-16). In these verses we get the work 
of the Cross clearing away every obstruction, and laying 
the foundation for the work of this new dispensation. 
These verses connect closely with the chapter w·e have 
just been considering. 

Ques.-I suppose the word "new" ( ver. 15) signifies 
"not existing before"? 

Ans.-Y es. The middle wall of partition existing be
fore has now been removed, and the Spirit is here to 
make. "one new man'.' in Christ-in a new creation, and 
under a new Head. This new work began on the day of 
Pentecost, and has continued ever since. In Eph. 4 :13 
we get the completion of this work-"unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of the

Christ" (New Trans.). The Holy Spirit abides in the 
Church to the end, with gifts necessary to complete that 
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work; and when the last one is brought in and the body 
c01npleted, then "the Christ" will be called a "perfect 
man." "New man" in chap. 2, because it never existed 
before; a "perfect man" in chap. 4, because no more will 
then be added to it; the body will be complete. This cov
ers the ,vork of the whole dispensation. 

Second. There is a 1nore limited application of the 
term "one body." We believe the apostle's application in 
Eph. 4 :4 was to all living upon the earth at that time. He 
was neither looking back at those gone be£ ore, nor yet 
forward to those that might be _brought in after; so that 
this application would be to all liv_ing in the apostle's day, 
or at any given time during this dispensation. 

Third. We return now to 1 C9r. 12 :27-''Now ye 
are the body of Christ, and members in particular." This 
expression refers only to the local gathei:_ing at Corinth ; 
that is,· all God's people in the place.• This .is even more 
limited than Eph. 4 :4, because the local testimqny was 
intended to be a miniature illustration, ii:i- that ·pfc!_ce, of 
what the Church is as a whole before the· world. We have 
thus had three views of what the Church is - as the body 
of Christ: 

( 1) All the members of the one body, .�overing the
entire dispensation from beginning to end, the· new man, 
the per£ ect man. 

(2) All the members living upon the earth, -_as in the
apostle's day, or at any given time during tliis· dispen
sation. 

( 3) All the members living at any time in a local place,
as at Corinth. 

Ques.-W ould you say that this means all who are now 
gathered to the Lord's name, or all Christians in the 
place? 

Ans.-1 Cor. 12, of course, takes in all Christians at 
Corinth. One was to be put away in chap. 5, and for the 
time being was outside the testimony of the assembly as 
such; and, while he was yet in the body of Christ, he 
was not part of the local assembly while under discipline. 
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But we must remember that we are now at the close of 
the dispensation-not at the beginning. 1 Corinthians de
scribes more the Church in the beginning; while 2- Timo
thy gives us a description of things as we no,v find them 
at the close. There is confusion everywhere today; and in 
reading the last epistles, we should not look for it to be 
otherwise; "in the last days perilous tin1es shall come." 
The mass of Christians today do not understand these 
truths, and many do not want the111 \vhen presented. 
Others, while seeing and understanding them in measure, 
have yet not faith for the path that Scripture n1arks out. 

Fourth. "The foundation of God standeth sure" amid 
the confusion and independency of our day; and the truth 
given, with the principles embodied in it, is for us today 
even as in the apostle's. If, in any place, even hvo or 
three love the Word, are subject to it, and seek to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit, the whole truth still re111ains 
·for their guidance and their enjoyment. Suppose son1e
one invites all the people in a place to a feast of grapes,
but only a half-dozen come to enjoy it; are the half-dozen
to deny themselves the enjoyment of it because the others
will not respond? Surely not-though they may, and
should, regret that ·the others have not also co111e. Cannot
we say this is true now in this town? We have gathered
together from various parts to enjoy the n1inistry of the
Word, and are refreshed; but how much greater joy, and
better, it might be, if all the Christians in this place were
to enjoy the truth with us! Thus we lose greatly by the
divisions, the independency and carnality, of Christians
today.

This brings us to a chapter suggested and referred to
bef ore-2 Tim., chap. 2. This chapter points out God's
way in a day of apostasy, and_ how far we can enjoy the
precious truths which we have been considering together.
Notice, first, that in chap. 1 : 1 S the apostle says, "All they
which are in Asia have turned away from me." This does
not mean, of course, that they had given up the profession
of Christianity, or had ceased to be Christ_ians, but rather
that those assemblies in Asia had drifted from apostolic
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teaching, in a self-chosen path, independently of the apos
tle. Paul had sought to hold them by the ministry of the 
Word as a united testimony for the Lord; but inde
pendent, self-pleasing men were working, and two names 
are given in this verse, who perhaps had been foremost 
in leading the assemblies astray in Asia. Have we not 
seen this repeated in our own times? What gave the 
apostle great strength and comfort of heart was the truth 
expressed in what he wrote in chap. 2-"N evertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure." Men might fail, 
God ren1ains faith£ ul. Men might turn away from the 
truth, but the truth was in no wise affected by that. Truth 
always abides truth, and remains as a guide for devoted, 
faithful hearts to the end. 

The Church, which began so well in the first days, 
shows serious marks of declension and decay in 2 Tim
othy. There were those- turning away from the apostle 
to go in their own self-chosen way, like Phygellus and 
Hermogenes ( chap 1 :15) ; there were those "striving 
about words," and "subverting the hearers" ( chap. 2 :14) ; 
and, worse still, there were those who "overthrew the 
faith," like Hymenaeus and Philetus (vers. 17, 18); and 
the Holy Spirit by the apostle takes occasion by this to 
give instruction for the guidance of godly souls unto the 
end of the dispensation. He adds, "Let every one that 
nameth the name of the Lord depart from iniquity" (New 
Trans). 

The difference between this chapter and 1 Cor. 5 is that 
at Corinth one man was to be put away-the apostle 
counting upon the obedience of the assembly. In this 
epistle, the professing Church had got so far away from 
truth and divine principles that if individuals were 
to be true to the Lord and subject to scriptural principles, 
separation· becan1e imperative. And in doing this, godly 
people may have to separate from real children of God. 
Not because that is their desire, but the unexercisc(l con
t_inuing in their ass·ociation w.ith what is dishonoring to 
the Lord. Those who, under exercise, desire to f ollo\v 
+he teaching of the Word and preserve a good conscience,
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may be thus co1npelled to separate fro111 those ,vith whom 
otherwise it ,vould be a joy to walk. This "departing fron1 
iniquity" is individual, and we long to see it niore indi
vidual. Not the wife following the husband, nor the chil
dren the parents, merely. Such cases of ecclesiastical 
separation and gathering with us because others do so is 
always a source of weakness. And ,vhen serious cases of 
discipline arise, they cannot act for then1selves, but are 
led by persons or personal influence. This is largely due 
to the fact that they have not been gathered through 
individual exercise about the Lord as their centre of 
gathe:ing, and by the power of the truth acting in the 
conscience. 

We had an exen1plary case once, when a 1nan had been 
put away by discipline for a wicked act in deceptive deal
ing. The case was fully proven, and the gathering had 
to put him away. His wife did not leave with her hus
band, but continued with the assembly. Some n1onths 
after, when a few brethren thought he ought to be re
ceived back, his wife was the first to say, "Nay," because 
she saw he was not fully restored to the Lord. She was 
aoverned by the holiness of God's house, not by her 
feelings or sympathies. Later, this man was visited again, 
to see how far he was then restored. They met his wife 
first. She stated now that she would be quite happy in 
his reception, for she believed he had fully repented of 
the wrong, and was now fully restored to the Lord. It 
was a beautiful case of individual exercise and decision, 
which it would be well for us all to follow. 

Two cases in the Old Testament will illustrate this 
further: First, in Exodus, chap. 33. Israel had sinned iq 
worshiping the golden calf. Moses took the tent and 
pitched it afar off outside the camp. Only Joshua was with 
him at first. But the Lord soon descended in the cloud 
and stood beside Moses also. This showed the Lord's ap
proval of His servant's act. In answer to the question, 
"Who is on the Lord's side?" the sons of Levi respond, 
and also take their place with Moses outside the camp. 
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This is si1nilar to departing from iniquity in 2 Timothy. 
While 11oses thus acted individually, and for God, he is 
honored by God's presence with him in that place of 
separation, and God soon gives hin1 enlarged fell ow ship 
-the whole tribe of Levi. Let none of us think that we
shall suffer loss spiritually if in these things we act for
God. ''For the111 that honor Me, I will honor ; and they
that despise 1fe shall be lightly esteen1ed."

1\nother exa111ple we have in J er. 15 :16, 17. It was in 
Israel's dark and confused state in the closing part of their 
history, under the kings. On every hand God's word had 
been given up; but the prophet said, "Thy Words were 
found, and I did eat the1n; and Thy vvord was unto n1e 
the joy and rejoicing of n1y heart." Here vve see a man 
under individual exercise, the Word of God his food and 
his sustenance at the very time when men were treating 
it with indifference, if not refusing it altogether. But this 
Word upon which Jeremiah fed led him into a path of 
separation also. "I sat not in the assen1bly of the mockers, 
nor rejoiced; I sat alone." 

Should the ,vhole testin1ony of "Brethren," so. called, 
go to pieces, do we love the truth sufficiently to stand f o-r 
that-stand alone, perhaps? This is a serious test ; for 
when people are gathered to a company of people si1nply, 
when they go to some other place to live and find no 
assembly gathering according to the Scripture 1nanner·, 
instead of being governed by principles of truth they ·1ook 
around for the "next best," and the next best may be 
very far from what Scripture would warrant our f ollov,� 
ing. Moses, Jeremiah and Paul are safe examples for us 
today. Where any of God's people stand finn for God 
and for His truth, with a spirit of grace, He will not 
deny them Christian fellowship even now. God is yet 
working; many love His truth, and, according to the1r 
measure of light, are seeking to follow it. It is these \Ve 
are to seek out: "Follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of a p-ur? heart" 
(2 Tim. 2 :22). This is the divine principle for our guid-
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ance today, when the professing Church has gone far 
astray. 

While seeking to follow the truth, and fellowship with 
�thers, we must ren1en1ber that love is not the first requi
site here. Love is a term c01nn1only used today in a far 
different sense from that taught in the Scriptures. We 
must be careful of "whitewashed" love. Our love n1ust 
nqt be· that, but rather "washed ,vhite" love. It must bear 
the test of truth - love in the truth: that is, love must 
be upon the basis of righteousness. Suppose a few 
are led out in the path of ·separation fro1n what they know 
to be ·wrong; before they take their place in an asse111bly, 
it is i1nportant that they see to it that the principles of 
that assembly are right: that is, that that asse111bly is 
gathered according to the principles of righteousness. 
Many mistakes in the past have been made in this respect. 
We must have righteousness as the foundation of Chris
tian fellowship. If this is rightly seen to, it ,vill save 
much confusion and sorrow afterwards. If people desire 
fellowship, put be£ ore them what is right according to 
the Scriptures, then leave them a n1argin for their indi
vidual exercise. Do not press people beyond their light, 
nor yet beyond their faith. See if they have faith to 
follow what is right, and gather around Christ as the 
Centre. Let people act in faith for themselves. If we 
allow the Spirit to w9rk in heart and conscience, the 
result will be what we would long to see everywhere in 
the gatherings-lo-ve and peace. Love and peace !-what 
a sweet per£ ume to God that is! "Follow righteousness, 
faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of 
a pure heart." We have often suffered in the past by 
some among us pressing separation without due godly 
exercise. It is to be feared some have been n1ore anxious 
to bring people out to us than to the Lord. Is it any won
der the results are disastrous? But if it is an exercised 
conscience as to what the Lord would have then1 do, and 
where the Lord would have them be, if days of trial 
come, they know how to turn to Him, and follow Him

still. 
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I remember a lady in the West who was being led on 
in the truth, and saw our position to be right. But she 
was in society; her husband in public life, and not a 
Christian. For about two years she had not ·faith to act 
upon what she knew to be right. Brethren did not press 
her, neither snubbed her because she did not come with 
us : they showed patience, love, and wisdom. Another 
servant of Christ came along; she received more light, 
and soon came out to the Lord as the Centre, to Whom she 
gathered with us. Twenty years have passed, and she 
holds firm to that Centre still. Let us have patience, for
bearance and abundance of grace in showing inquirers 
what is right and according to the Word, and leave them 
then to have their godly exercises. If, in cleaving to the 
truth, o-ur hearts joy in the Lord, it will be an attraction 
to others. Only let us see to it that it is not to us they 
come, but to the Lord.

Ques.-Would you say that some come out to a better 
ministry? 

Ans.-Yes; and when that ministry is taken away, they 
are not held by the Lord as their Centre ; they become 
restless and fault-finding, because pleasing ministry has 
drawn them, not the Person of Christ. Ministering Christ 
is God's ordained way of helping souls; yet it must not 
be the teacher that gathers, ·but the _teaching that gives 
Christ His right place in the midst. We may, and should 
be, Christ's servants to minister truth and light to others; 
but the servant cannot give faith for the path: that is 
God's work in the soul, not the servant's. 

There is today, then, in the midst of all the confusion, 
a fellowship according to God, where all the principles 
of the truth can be put into effect and enjoyed, be that 
fellowship few or many. What a very gracious provision 
the Lord has given in this second epistle to Timothy for 
them that will be guided by Him! It is something like the 
Epistle of Jude: after having described the apostasy in 
Christianity, he writes, "But, ye, beloved, building up 
vourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
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Ghost, keeping yourselves in the love of God" ( ver. 20, 
21). The ruin is great; the confusion continues to increase, 
and simple, weak souls are of ten stumbled. If we are to 
help such, let us be unpretentious, and not assun1e too 
much; let us remember the ruin and our part in it; let 
us humbly cleave to the Lord. The truth abides: the Lord 
never changes, and the Spirit is here to guide His people; 
and, ,ve may add, God is with His people in a very special 
way if they ,valk softly and prayerfully, desiring to fol
low His truth alone. The great thing today is the prayer
ful, unpretentious spirit,. cleaving to what we know to be 
the truth. There will be in it a power to attract and draw 
godly people into the paths of righteousness which no 
an1ount of argun1ent and assu1nption ,vill do. 

Having considered these lessons in 2 Timothy, let us 
return to 1 Cor. 12 :14-26, to gather some practical les
sons from the doctrine of that chapter. 

The oneness of the body. If the truth that the body 
is one is truly believed, it will free us fron1 independency 
of spirit and from gatherings acting in indepenclency of 
one another. A lady said to me some time ago that she 
had been "very happy since she saw that the assemblies 
were not members one of another." I replied, No, not 
members one of another, for in the apostle's day they 
were one, and that is even closer than being members one 
of another. In God's sight they are one; hence, discipline 
according to God, or reception in one gathering would be 
recognized by all. Suppose we had gone to a province of 
Asia Minor in those early days, and found there twenty
five gatherings; what would we have seen? Every one of 
them recognizing one Head-the Lord Jesus as their 
divine Centre ; one Spirit active an1ong them with Scrip
ture and apostolic teaching to guide all the assemblies 
alike. Thus there was but one fellowship, a unity there£ ore. 
Distance alone lay between them ; but distance does not 
affect the truth and spiritual unity. A person received into 
one gathering meant reception in all the gatherings. Put 
away in one gathering meant to be refused by all until 
restoration was granted where the discipline was imposed. 
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Letters of commendation. Everywhere through the 
epistles we see this oneness recognized ( see 1 Cor. 4 :17; 
7 :17; 11 :16; 14 :33), so that if any went from one place 
to another, a letter of. commendation was given (Acts 
18 :27; Rom. 16 :1, 2; 2 Cor. 3 :1 and 8 :23, 24). Letters 
of co1nmendation are according to Scripture, therefore, 
and needful, especially in our "perilous times," to give 
assurance as to those coming from distant parts, and to 
free n1inds from any suspicion. Some years ago a diffi
culty arose between two brethren in one gathering : ( two 
111eetings were in that city on account of distance). Godly 
counsel was of no avail, and one of them defiantly said 
he wouJd leave the meeting where he attended and go to 
the other assembly. He was quietly told the two meetings 
were one ; they were gathered to the same Lord, and their 
fellowship was one. Hence, if he left one, he left both. 
The brother's eyes, at length, were opened; he saw his 
error; he sought his brother; they were reconciled that 
night, and have continued happily together with a hum
bler n1ind. Dear, brethren, let us .be careful not to sur
render the truth and the principles taught us in Scripture. 

"God lzath set the members every one of them in the 
hody as it hath pleased Him" ( ver. 18). By this we see 
that each member has a God-appointed place. This thought 
should free us from many an evil, as envy, jealousy, dis
satisfaction, etc. We have not all the same place, but 
each has his own; and it is a loss for the whole if we do 
not fill the· place that God has put us in. As an illustra
tion let us suppose that a bolt under the locomotive, 
dissatisfied with its hidden place, wants to get into promi
nence, like the bell or the head-light. But the bell n1ust 
swing and sound clear and sharp, and needs not the bolt 
-it will only hinder it. And the head-light needs not
the bolt; it must have no obstruction to cast the bright
rays for which it was put there by the master workman.
And not only that, but the bolt out of its place has weak
ened that part of the great locomotive, and makes for
danger. In some form or other, how often is this simile
acted out among saints! A God-given place is none the
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less needful and important because it is not in the public 
gaze. 0, brethren and sisters, let us prize more a hidden 
life with God. Is there no attraction in the precious flower 
blooming in its retired place, giving out sweet perfume 
for Him that has made it? Perhaps the greatest and 
most serious lack among saints today is that of a hidden 
life with God. The special snare of our times is a love 
of display ; things for show ; a mere exterior, which 
usually means that the inward things, the hidden things 
of worth to the eye of God, are lacking-the ornament of 
"the hidden man of the heart" with which the holy women 
of old adorned themselves in God's sight. 

And whether one member suffer all the members si1,ff er 
with it ( ver. 26). How close the relationship into which 
we have been brought as God's people-members one of 
another! Do we sincerely believe it? How it should open 
the heart, and express itself in tender love and sympathy 
one for another. All truth is practical, and a verse like 
this tests how far the truth of the one body, which we 
have so o_ften upon our lips, governs our hearts and lives. 
Let us not be satisfied simply with a theory in our headg, 
but let_ this and all truth, have its place in the heart, and 
control the life. True love and sympathy one towards 
another is a power£ ul testimony to the world. "By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another" (John 13 :35). 

A surgical operation was once performed on a brother 
I knew; and the surgeon came daily to dress the wound
ed part. At first he handled the wounded member rather 
roughly, when, quickly, the sufferer's sound hand pushed 
the doctor aside, then slowly and with great care removed 
the bandages himself. How tenderly the sympathetic hand 
came to the relief of the wounded member! and, having 
removed the last bandage, soothed the wounded part. 
What care and sympathy of one member toward another 
is expressed in this! And how beautiful to see love, in 
sympathy, serving other members of the same body! The 
Holy Spirit, by the apostle, would thus deliver from the 
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envy, the strife and division that had come in at Corinth 
-"that there should be no schism in the body" ( 1 Cor. 
3 : 1-4 ; 12 :25) . If we sincerely believe the truth we have 
been considering this morning, shall there not be one
ness of love and tender care for one another? 

"Or one 111,ember be honored, all the members rejoice 
with it" (ver. 26). Years ago I found a gold watch which 
son1e one had lost. I soon found the owner, and gave her 
the watch, and received. thanks. Was my left hand jealous 
because 111y right hand had picked up the watch? Or was 
n1y ear displeased because it was the eye, and not the ear, 
111�t discovered it? The 1nind moved the hand to pick up 
1he watch; the hand immediately obeyed, and the other 
members were in perfect sympathy with the service per
fonned. Thus by the very members of our body the Holy 
Spirit would teach us the unity of "the Christ." 

What practical lessons we have in all this, dear 
brethren! How precious this theme of the Church, the body 
of Christ! May we perseveringly and prayerfully seek 
nearness to our blessed Lord, so as to hold fast and main
tain these truths, ,vhile at the same time let our love go 
out unhinderedly to all the members of His body. The 
end is near, we fully believe, and our opportunities will 
soon be past. May we be like men that wait for their 
Lord. "Blessed is that servant whom His Lord, when . He 
cometh, shall find so doing" ( Matt. 24 :46). A. E. B. 
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