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PREFACE. 

IT is with a conscious realization of the imperfect 

character of the work, yet with a deep desire to 

stir up our activity for the Lord, that this volume 

is sent out. 

The day will arrive when the complete story 

will be told, and then shall every man have 

praise of God, but as we survey the path of a 

servant of the Lord for sixty years, and think of 

those who laboured with him, it is surely an 

incentive to follow their steps is so far as they 

have sought to please the Lord. 

The faith of the men of God mentioned in this 

short account is given so that we may be assisted 

in giving heed to the exhortation " whose faith 

follow." 

It is the prayer of the writer that much 

blessing may be the outcome and that the Lord 

may be glorified in the lives of those who seek to 

follow Him. 
W. H. CLARE. 

" BRITLAND " ' 

CLIVE, SHROPSHIRE. 
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FOREWORD. 

THE"· Victorian Era/' of which it has now become 

fashionable to speak with disparagement, was 

nevertheless one of the rriost remarkable periods 

of human history. The advance in education and 

science, the general spread of knowledge, and the 

increase in freedo1n and general welfare were 

more marked then, than in any similar span of 

time of which we have any record. 

Not the least noteworthy of the developments 

of these days was the remarkable fervour of its 

religious movements. It has been remarked 

that Britain has been saved by its preachers;_ 

that while in 1789 France was in the throes of a 

revolution, Britain was experiencing a revival, 

so in the midst of this great epoch of freedom and 

enlightenment, the Evangel of Jesus Christ 

sounded from end to end of these islands. 

The ancient motto of the City of Glasgow was 

true of the nation. It flourished by prayer, and 

the preaching of the Word. 
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FOREWORD-continued. 

In the year 1859 a remarkable spiritual 

awakening took place in and around Ballymena 

in the north of Ireland. Similar movements 

commenced almost simultaneously in other parts, 

and within an incredibly short time spread till 

practically the whole world felt the effect of this 

revival. In Scotland moderateism had for years 

threatened the disruption of the national church, 

and in 1863, the rupture actually took place. 

The Free Church party embraced the outstanding 

_ evangelical ministers, and freed from their 

present quarrels, their entire energies were 

devoted to the spread of the Gospel. 

A movement originating in the Church of 

England some years previously had been making 

steady progress and had attracted to it some of 

the most devoted Christians of the period. 

Christians in such widely separated places as 

Dublin and Plymouth had been drawn together 

by the desire for untrammelled Christian fellow

ship and prayer. In the course of their study 

of the Scriptures, the great truths of the unity 

of all saints, the priesthood of the believer, and 

the personal pre-millenial advent of the Lord 

Ii 



FOREWORD-continued. 

Jesus Christ, came as a fresh revelation to them. 

As a consequence they commenced to come 

together, and without the presence of an ordained 

clergyman, they " broke bread" (Acts 20. 7). 

In doing so they took for their guiding principles, 

the unity of the body of Christ, the Lordship of 

the Saviour, the guidance of the Spirit in the 

assembly, and the supreme authority of the 

Scriptures on all matters of faith and doctrine. 

Christians, godly in life and sound in doctrine, 

were welcomed because they belonged to Christ. 

Formality and lukewarmness, as a result of these 

gracious visitations gave place to sincerity and 

enthusiasm for the truth of God. The Hyper

Calvanism which amounted almost to fatalism 

was replaced by a declaration of the fulness of the 

Gospel, and hundreds responded to the "Who

soever" message so new to many. The "lay" 

preachers, as the earnest band of professional 

and business men who freely gave of their leisure 

to declare the good tidings, were spoken of, 

multiplied, and the religious life of the 

community commenced to run 1n new 

channels. 
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FOREWORD-continued. 

A new evangelical literature began to spring 

up, and standard evangelistic books like "The 

Blood of Jesus
,
, by Wm. Reid, " Grace and 

Truth » by W. P. Mackay, " The Soul and its 

Difficulties," "God's Way of Peace," and many 

others which set forth " God's easy, artless plan " 

with directness and simplicity, were used by the 

Holy Spirit to the enlightenment of many. The 

movement brought with it its Poets, and soon a 

hymnology unknown to their fathers was on the 

lips of the people. The Dying Lamb and his 

precious blood was the theme of these new songs 

of Zion, and then as now salvation was accom

panied with joy and gladness. 

These two 1novements, the one the revival of 

simple gospel preaching, and the other the 

recovery of New Testament principles, were in 

full swing when the subject, of this sketch was 

convicted of sin, and in the providence of God he 

came under the influence of both. The fire of 

the former sent him through the length and 

breadth of the land as an itinerating Evangelist, 

while the teaching of the latter made him a 

faithful minister of the word of God. The 
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FOREWORD-continued. 

history of these movements, and of one who 

played a part (however humble) therein is 

sufficient answer to those who question the 

permanency of such efforts. 

In spite of the alarming growth of rationalism 

and indifference in our land the fruit of these 

years is apparent. The impetus given to t�e 

spread of the Gospel in the regions beyond 

resulted in the sending forth of more missionaries 

to other lands_ than had gone out for centuries 

before. The vast number of unattached and 

undenomina tional agencies, true to the Word of 

God and seeking only the salvation of sinners, 

which have sprung 11p also bear testimony to the 

fruitfulness of such work. 

The Assemblies of Believers meeting on simple 

spiritual lines have multiplied; and while there 

has been much failure, they continue to-day to 

bear their testimony to the foundation truths 

of the faith and to welcome and encourage all, 

who having obtained like pr�cioµs faith, seek to 

waJk in fellowship with God and in subjection 

to His Word. This testimony is not confined 

t<;> the homeland, for over seven hundred men and 
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FOREWORD-continued. 

women have gone out into the strongholds of 

romanism and heathenism, and as a result of 

their labours, companies of believers meeting in 

New Testament simplicity are found in almost 

every country from China to Peru. 

Movements entrusted to man invariably 

degenerate, and a new generation has succeeded 

these noble pioneers, while a great number of 

another generation are beginning to lay hold. 

_Let us take heed, that the deposit of truth 

committed to us is not only preserved in its 

simplicity, but that it is passed on to those able 

to teach others also. The Gospel committed to 

the Apostle's trust was preserved by its declara

tion, and the only way to safeguard the truth is 

to proclaim it. Let the record ot those years 

spent in the service of the Gospel, and the manifest 

results accompanying the proclamation thereof, 

be to all who read it an incentive to whole

hearted devotion to the greatest cause which 

any man can yield himself to, and let us who are 

the heirs of these things achieved for God, 

preserve until we are called to higher service, 

the heritage which is ours. J. HAWTHORN. 
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Pioneering Evangelistic Work. 

CHAPTER I. 

A WORK OF' GRACE. 

"So is everyone that is born of the Spirit."-
J no. 3. 8. 

THE rapidity with which signs are being 

manifested in the events which are taking place 

and the gradual growth of those conditions which 

will prevail after the return of the Lord for His 

Church, leads us to conclude that "the Coming of 

the Lord draweth nigh." Renewed activity is 

pressed upon the Church as an urgent necessity, 

and with the object of stirring up such allow me 

to put on record the marvellous leadings of the 

Lord in pioneering efforts of an , evangelistic 

nature in the latter half of last century, so that 

others may have a similar passion for souls 

stirred up within them. 

B 17 



UNRESTRICTED WORKING DAYS. 

One of the leaders of such work was Thomas 

Holt, who was born in the Parish of Church 

Eaton, Staffordshire, on 8th December, 1839. 

His parents were farmers, and within a year or 

two of his birth they removed to another farm at 

Norbury Park. The school days of Thomas were 

ended before he was fully thirteen years of age, and 

on 11th October, 1852, he commenced a six years' 

trade apprenticeship in the .village of GNo SALL, a 

few miles from home. No restrictions being 

operative for the length of working days, the 

strenuous life injured his health, and he was laid 

aside with jaundice and liver complaint till his 

life was despaired of. During the five years which 

followed ill-health overtook him several times, 

but when well he had only two days' holiday 

during the entire period until he finally broke down 

and his physician advised a return to farm life. 

A short stay �t home with proper nourishment 

and rest was sufficient to restore him to normal 

health. His regard for spiritual things only went 
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ETERNAL THINGS FORGOTTEN. 

as far as one weekly visit to Church on a Lord's 

Day morning, and as the parson and he could be 

seen together at the public dance, shooting party, 

and in the hunting field, eternal things were never 

considered. 

One winter night, in the year 1861, the young 

man Holt went to a neighbouring village on 

business where he saw an aged man known to 

him. This man was a true Mephibosheth, for 

when being nursed he fell and was never able to 

walk thereafter. He said, "Tom, I am going to 

hear a woman preach at the Primitive Methodist 

Chapel, will you come ? " Though Thomas Holt 

was a churchman and had never been to this 

chapel before, he replied by saying, "I will." 

Accordingly Mr. Humphrey James was wheeled 

to the chapel and carried inside. Thomas sat by 

his side, and there he heard read from the pulpit, 

" What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 

whole world and, lose his own soul? " (Mark 8. 36). 

The value of the soul and the fact that 
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THE ANXIOUS ENQUIRER. 

nothing in the world could satisfy it, as well as 

the preciousness of the statement that the Lord 

Jesus Christ had died to obtain eternal redemption 

for him was used by the Holy Spirit that night to 

send 

An Arrow of Conviction 

into his heart. The service over, Holt accom

panied his lame friend home, but before parting 

with him, promised to go· again, which he did, 

only to experience a deeper conviction of sin. 

He then read the " Pilgrim's Progress," and 

although he thought he could understand the 

various characters, he did not find peace. A copy 

of " The Anxious Enquirer after Salvation," by 

John Angel James, was kindly lent to him. 

While deeply interested in reading it, and still 

troubled in soul, he came to the words, " You are 

anxious, and I am not surprised to find you so ; 

the only thing is, I am surprised that you have 

not been anxious before." The writer ultimately 

pointed out that by grace through faith one 
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THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORD. 

could be saved, and then quoted that grand 

commission of the Lord Jesus Christ, recorded 

in Mark 16. 15, " Go ye into all the world and 

preach the Gospel to every creature ; he that 

believeth and is baptised shall be saved, but he 

that believeth not shall be damned." It may be 

remarked that we have in this passage the re

sponsibility upon the believer to be baptised, 

whereas in the record of the same commission 

given by Matthew the onus is on the preacher to 

teach it. As Thomas H·olt read these words, he 

said to himself, "What! through believjng 

something I am saved, and by not believing it 

I am damned. What have I to believe? ,, He 

read it over many times, and coming to a con

clusion about the whole thing said, " I see it is 

the Gospel, ' Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 

you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which 

also ye have received, and wherein ye stand ; 

by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory 

what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed 
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FAITH•s ACCEPTANCE. 

in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures; and that 

He was buried, and that He rose again the third 

day according to the Scriptures.' (I Cor. r5. 

I to 4), I have to believe." Standing beneath 

the canopy of Heaven, alone with God, with 

uplifted eye and heart, he cried aloud 

" I do believe 

that Jesus died for me." After repeating it he 

reminded his soul of what a fool he had been for 

only having professed to believe the Gospel, 

instead of believing the truth and possessing 

eternal life. To make sure that he was right, 

verse I5 must be read again, and coming to the 

word "baptised," he said to himself, "Yes, and I 

am baptised," his mind going back to the time 

when he was sprinkled as a baby. Immediately 

he fell on his knees and thanked the Lord for the 

salvation his soul had embraced. 

In the evening of the day he trusted the Lord 
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A NEW LIFE BEGUN. 

he met his father's waggoner, and said, "Tom, 

the Lord has saved my soul," thus early 

making a confession of the Saviour, 

and seeking others. 

In spite of the waggoner's remonstrances, 

the new born soul said, " Down upon your 

knees man, and I will pray for you." In 

this manner was the Saturday night after his 

conversion spent, the date being the 31st of May, 

1862. On Lord's Day morning the waggoner 

and Master Thomas went together to the chapel. 

The meeting was an open one, and after some had 

spoken, Thomas could not hold his peace, the 

new found joy bursting out in a clear testimony 

as to how the Lord had saved him the previous 

day. The waggoner was soon on his knees, 

while Christians gathered round and prayed, and 

he also professed to trust the Lord. The two left 

the Chapel, and in conversation the waggoner re

marked that he trembled like a leaf when Thomas 

prayed under the hedge the previous night. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ALL THINGS NEW. 

"To serve the living and true God."-I Thes. I. g. 

Another change came into his life when he left 

home for a situation in the City of Liverpool. His 

new master and wife were godly people who were in 

fellowship with Scotch Baptists. He was asked by 

a member of the family if he would go to Sunday 

school, and agreeing, he was introduced to the 

young men's class. At the close of the class the 

teacher asked for one of the class to give an address 

the following Lord's Day. A young man volun

teered, and the subject he chose was "Baptism." 

Accordingly on the next Lord's Day the subject 

was clearly explained. The Scriptural mode of 

baptism was shown to be by immersion, and the 

subjects for baptism were believers. Alt_hough 

infant sprinkling had its advocates, they failed to 

prove their contention by the Word of God, so 

Thomas Holt left the class convinced that he had 
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TOGETHER TO BREAK BREAD. 

not been baptised according to the teaching of 

the Word, and with his mind made up that he 

would obey the Lord's command. 

Shortly after this his master said to Thomas, 

" There are some Christians meeting in Byron 

Hall, and they are very anxious for Gospel work 

and the salvation of souls," whereupon he went 

to the morning meeting and found a goodly 

number gathered together for the breaking of 

bread. Mr. H. Grattan Guinness, who afterwards 

became well known as the founder of the Regions 

Beyond Missionary Union, had been preaching 

the Gospel for some time, and about 200 people 

had professed to be saved. Many of them had 

been baptised, and were in fellowship with the 

Lord's people meeting here. At this worship 

meeting Mr. Guinness ministered the Word, 

speaking from Song of Solomon 8. verses 5-7. 

This meeting and the teaching were totally different 

to what he had been used to, and impressed him so 

much that at the age of 83 he could tell me that 
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ENTERING INTO SERVICE. 

the main features of what he heard still lived in 

his mind. At the close of the meeting an intima

tion was made of the fact that they were short of 

teachers in the Sunday school. Seeking to 

become one, he spoke to the superintendent, who 

asked him if he was saved. Replying in the 

affirmative, another question was placed before 

him as to whether he was baptised.. This was 

replied to in the negative, but he added he was 

waiting for the way to open whereby he could 

obey the command. "Praise the Lord," said the 

superintendent, and it was agreed to propose young 

Holt for baptism. Shortly afterwards he was 

baptised and received into fellowship. He was 

allowed to take a class, and soon became secretary 

of the Sunday school, continuing steadfastly until 

he left for the City of Manchester, where he com

menced business. 

In Manchester Holt ere long found himself 

among a group of very earnest Christians, the 

fruit of the earnest preaching of such men as 
26 



AN ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANY. 

Richard Weaver, the _converted collier, Reginald 

Radcliffe, the Liverpool lawyer, Harry Moorhouse, 

and John Hambleton, the converted comedian 

and gold miner. The far-reaching issues of such 

work will be understood when it is remembered 

that Moorhouse was the direct means of sending 

forth D. L. Moody, who along with Ira D. Sankey, 

was so signally used in the salvation of sinners a 

few years afterwards. Moorhouse's call to service 

came while he was standing on an auctioneer's 

rostrum. Brickliff, then known as the bare

headed preacher, interrupted him while 

conducting a sale, urging him to drop the hammer 

and take up his Bible and preach Christ. An 

entreaty which shortly afterwards was answered 

in his going forth preaching the Word. The list 

of familiar names would be incomplete without 

Fiddler Joss (Joshua Poole) and his wife, who at 

th_at time attracted large audiences to hear his 

setting forth of the Gospel message. Into this 

fruitful work Holt entered with all his soul. 
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CHAPTER III. 

A TRUE YOKE FELLOW. 

" He hath served with me in the Gospel." -

Phil. 2. 22.

It was at this time that Holt met a young man 

of almost his own age. George Ryland Geddes 

was born at Orford, Warrington, in March, 1841. 

He had been saved for some years, and was on 

fire for souls. Not fluent, he had a distinctive 

manner, was ready with his answers, and possessed 

a keen sense of humour. Finding in each other 

true yoke fellows, their spare time was devoted 

to the Lord's work. Open-air meetings, halls, 

the wayside, and the home were alike to 

them, the field from which precious souls were 

to be won. 





SEEKING GUIDANCE. 

The burden of perishing men became so great 

and the exercise for souls so real that Geddes 

mentioned to his brother the fact that he was 

impressed to go into the Lord's work looking to 

Him to supply his need. However, his brother 

objected, being desirous that he should become a 

minister, offering at the same time to pay his 

expenses at college. Geddes agreed, but was 

much distressed in soul until being fully impressed 

by the Spirit that it was not His will he withdrew 

from his promise and decided to step out wholly 

upon a path of dependence upon the Lord. This 

decision brought joyful peace to his soul as a 

servant of God. 

Whilst young Geddes was passing through this 

testing time Thomas Holt was being dealt with 

by the Lord in a way which led him to take 

similar action. He left Manchester for his 

father's home, where he intended to spend a 

holiday. During this time several of his relatives 

were brought to a knowledge of the truth through 
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A DEFINITE CHOICE. 
--------------------

his faithful testin1ony. Returning to business in 

Manchester, the two young men renewed their 

activities in the Lord's service. At an open-air 

meeting Holt remarked that he Wa$ very much 

troubled, being deeply exercised about t\lrning 

his back on business, and devoting all his time to 

the preaching of the Gospel, whereupon Geddes 

replied that he was going out into the Lord's work, 

adding_ that he had been asking the Lord that 

Holt might go with him. This conversation 

terminated with the definite decision of Thomas 

Holt to follow the path the Lord apparently 

desired him to take in His service, and there and 

th�n both joined hands in the work of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, looking to Him to meet all their 

need, as He had promised. 

Seeking Spiritual Advice. 

There were not many elder brethren to whom 

these two young men could afpeal for advice, and 

being desirous of not making a mistake, their 

decision was communicated to a Christian who 
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THE PATHWAY OF FAITH. 

had been on the Lord's side for 50 years, where

upon he remarked that" If the Lord has put that 

into your hearts then He will open the way, but 

you must lie in the dust." A few days after this 

had transpired both decided to go where the first 

door was opened by the Lord, and shortly after 

an invitation came from Roston, a village in 

Derbyshire. In July, 1865, Mr. Holt accepted the 

invitation from this village, and commenced 

meetings, Mr. Geddes joining him a few weeks 

later. Thus commenced their pioneer labours 

together for the Lord. At this particular time 

there were very few companies of Christians 

meeting in scriptural simplicity in the country, 

and their path henceforth was to be a path of 

faith in the living God, not only for sustenance, 

but also for the opening of doors for the Gospel. 

Spending a few months in the district in Derby

shire, and on the border of Staffordshire, to which 

they were invited, the Lord was pleased to save a 

number of friends and relatives of Mr. Holt. 

31 



OPENED DOORS. 

Afterwards they both left ·for Derby, and from 

thence proceeded to Hull, this being the first place 

they visited without being known to any of the 

inhabitants. 

The Financial Test. 

They had a small amount of money with them, 

and Thomas Holt became the treasurer, as they 

decided to have only one purse. Lodgings were 

secured at 5s. a week, and they proceeded to have 

their first open-air meeting. The people stared 

and passed on, but nobody remained to listen. 

A month, however, from that day they held another 

meeting on the same spot, when a large number 

gathered, many of whom had been saved in the 

interval. Seeing a chapel which was unused, 

they approached a responsible party to secure th� 

use of it. However, before they obtained it, a 

meeting of the owners must be held to which the 

young men (Holt and Geddes) were invited. They 

were asked to whom they belonged, and replied, 

"To the Lord." "What society do you represent, 
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THEY LACKED NOTHING. 

and who has sent you out ? " "None," was the 

simple reply i "but," inquired the conveners of 

the meeting, "who pays you ? " The young 

men boldly confessed that they looked to the 

Lord to supply all their needs. At this point an 

old man got up, and said, " I think I see it all, the 

Lord sent out two by two and they lacked nothing, 

and here are two like them." This brought the 

meeting to a close, and that evening a messenger 

called to tell them they would be granted the use 

of the Chapel for the preaching of the Gospel. 

The Lord was pleased to come in ; interest was 

manifested� souls were saved, and the work 

prospered. As time went on it was arranged they 

should-go to a place nine miles out of Hull for an 

all-night prayer meeting and meetings on the 

Lord's Day, returning to Hull on the Monday. 

Before leaving on the Saturday they found that 

they only had 5s. 1½d. in hand. Five shillings of 

this money was placed aside for lodgings on the 

Monday, thus leaving them with three halfpence 
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FAITH WAS TESTED AND TRIUMPHED. 

in hand, a nine mile journey in front of them, 

open doors on either side, but with them a God 

who never failed. 

Faith was Tested and Triumphed. 

On the journey they sold one 6d. Bible, making 

their resources up to 7½d. Arriving at their 

destination they were encouraged by the Lord 

using them to the enlightening of some who sat 

in darkness. On Monday morning they were on 

their knees in thanksgiving and prayer before 

leaving for their nine mile walk, when, the 

brother with whom they stayed, went out to 

work. Returning shortly afterwards he entered 

the room where the two men were praying, and 

thrust 3s. into the hand of Thomas Holt, remark

ing in his quaint way, " There, I'll giv' thee that." 

The same evening a strange gentleman came 

into the meeting and asked for one of the evan

gelists. When Holt was pointed out he placed a 

sovereign in his hand and left. They never saw 

hiqi again. Thus the Lord met their need, and 
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STRIKING TESTIMONIES .. 

supplied such confidence that they never looked 

back from that moment. 

As time went on they found the chapel must 

be given up for other purposes, but they were 

able to close with the assurance they had been 

blessed to many souls. A feature of the work 

was the testimony meetings. At one of these a 

Dutchman, a prominent man in the shipping 

world, told in simple words how the Lord had 

saved him the previous Tuesday night, and at a 

later meeting stood up and said, " Brethren, I am 

ten days old to-day," and then sat down. His 

wife said, " Friends, that foreigner who has just 

spoken is my husband. He took me to the 

meeting and placed me at the top of the seat so 

that I could not go out. When the first preacher 

was speaking there came a lump into my breast, 

and before the second preacher had done it got 

up into my throat, and it choked me. In the 

after meeting Mr. Geddes spoke to me and told 

me that Jesus was mighty to save, and my lump 
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ONE YEAR'S WORK. 

all went, and I am so happy." Twenty years 

later it was a joy to know they had continued in 

the ways of the Lord all the time, and during the 

last year one hundred souls had professed to be 

saved in the hall they had opened the previous 

year. 





CHAPTER IV. 

TROPHIES OF GRACE. 

" Howbeit certain men clave unto Him and 

believed.''-Acts 17. 34.

The two young men were invited to spend ·a 

short time at a Christian's house, and being in 

lodgings, they were not only thankful to the Lord 

for this opening, but found in the invitation an 

answer to prayer. They had asked the Lord to 

save some one who could-entertain them and thus 

save the expense they were under of paying 

lodgings, and relieve them of the financial worry in 

order to better serve the Lord. After a time, 

when relatives came to this home, the Dutchman 

was successful in getting them to his house to 

stay. One day, when reading his Testament in 

his own language, he said to Holt and Geddes, 

" Brethren, you have no right to go elsewhere for 

your tea now that you are under my roof, because 

I have read it here, and I will read it to you in 
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OUR PRODIGAL LASS. 

English, ' and whatsoever house ye enter into, 

there you must stop,' " this being his translation 

of Luke 9. 4. 

A Mother's Faith. 

After a Gospel meeting in the Temperance 

Hall, Blanket Row, Hull, in October, 1865, Mrs. 

Ham, who laboure<j among fallen girls, came one 

night and said to Mr. Holt," There is a girl whom I 

have brought to the meeting, and although she 

came in very careless and indifferent, she has 

professed to be saved, and is desirous of going 

home. I am going with her, and I want to know 

if you will come." Immediately Mr. Holt joined 

them, and soon they were on the way to the girl's 

parents. Arriving at the house the girl's father 

came to the door, and Mrs. Ham was invited 

inside. Mr. Holt t'hen stepped forward bringing 

the girl into the light of the open door. As soon 

as the father saw the girl he used language which 

led them to believe there was great anger in his 

soul. The question was put to him, " Is this 
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ANSWERED PRAYER. 

your daughter ? " He said " yes," whereupon 

Mr. Holt replied, " The Lord Jesus Christ has 

taken her in, and will you turn her out? " He fell 

on to a chair as if he had been struck with a club. 

They all went inside the house, and what a sight! 

The aged wife was sitting with an open Bible on 

her knees, the girl had buried her head on her 

mother's lap, and they all wept for some time. 

The mother broke the silence by saying, " Many 

a night have I prayed for our prodigal lass, and 

this morning about three o'clock I. asked the Lord 

to send my child home to-day. When I got up 

I went into the outhouse to see if the child had 

come, but no child was there. After I came from 

my church I went to look again, but no child was 

there," and then turning her face to the clock she 

said, " and now at twenty minutes past nine the 

Lord has answered my prayer and sent home my 

child." If the fatted calf was not killed, there 

was rejoicing in that ho1ne, as there was also joy 

in the presence of the angels of God. 
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HAPPIER AND HAPPIER. 

The next day Mr. Holt went to the house, and 

the mother told him that a lady had called that 

morning and had said she required a servant, so her 

girl had gone, a very happy though humbled 

lassie. 

Returning to Hull the following year Mr. 

Holt was on his way to call on the family 

when he met the old lady in the street. She laid 

hold of him with both hands, saying, "The Lord 

bless you and give you many stars in your crown 

for bringing my daughter home." " Well, and 

how is she getting on ? " he inquired. Replying 

she told how her daughter was home the previous 

night when she testified she got happier and 

happier as the days passed by. The mother said 

her daughter had grown into a fine young woman 

and a splendid Christian. After a considerable 

lapse of time Mr. Holt was again in the district, 

and being desirous of ascertaining how they all 

fared, he went to the house, which was tenantless. 

Mr. Holt inquired of some women standing by if 
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NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS. 

Mr. Daniels once lived there who had a daughter. 

They replied in the affirmative, adding that the 

daughter was a wild girl, but on being further 

questioned as to her whereabouts they replied 

that the girl had turned religious, got married, 

and had gone to live at Leeds, and taken her 

mother to live with her. This was not a bad 

sequel to the story, and it taught Mr. Holt a 

lesson that not only must we pray as exhorted in 

Ephesians 6. 18, but we must look for the answer 

and expect it till it comes. 

A Comparison. 

It is very interesting and instructive to compare 

this young wild girl with a young man who went 

to the same Gospel meeting. The young man 

was a very strict moral person, satisfied with 

his morality and his good works, but without any 

thought of God. The same message stripped him 

of his " filthy rags ,, of self righteousness, and 

brought hiin broken. to the feet of the Saviour, 

who is" no respecter of persons," but has included 
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A YEAR OF BLESSING. 

all under sin that He might have mercy on them 

that believe. Surely the Gospel which can affect 

such wondrous changes is worthy of your 

acceptance. 

Remarkable Conversions. 

The meetings in Hull continued to be a means 

of great blessing until roth December, r865. 

On this occasion the hall was not only packed 

with people, but filled with the power of God, 

and sinners trembled at the Word being preached. 

At the close of the meeting Mr. Holt invited the 

anxious souls to proceed to the top of the hall. 

Many responded, one of them being a woman of 

ill-fame who had come out of prison the previous 

day. Many professed to have faith in the Lord 

Jesus, making the total number during their visit 

into several hundreds. 

On the following Saturday week, 23rd December, 

-before embarking on the "Edina" to travel to

Leith, an informal farewell meeting was held on

the quay. A very large number gathered to bid
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CONVERSIONS ON THE QUAY. 

the evangelists "God speed," and Messrs. Holt 

and Geddes were so full of the Gospel that the 

meeting took the form of pleading with the uncon. 

verted present to close in with the offer of mercy. 

It may be related that among the company on the 

quay were three men whose lives and careers were 

somewhat remarkable. One of these, Thomas 

Gunney, had only been saved for two weeks. He 

lived for about twelve months after this, leaving 

a bright testimony behind him. Prior to his death 

he gave instructions that six of his former uncon

verted friends should carry his coffin to the grave. 

A meeting followed the burial service, when seven 

of his acquaintances, including the six bearers, 

were brought to the Lord. 

The most wonderful life of the three men 

at the meeting on the quay was that of the Dutch. 

man, Mr. K. P. Spruit, of whom mention has al. 

ready been made. Apart from the work for the 

Lord in Hull, this christian visited Holland during 

the cholera epidemic. Messrs. Holt and Geddes 
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GO AND TELL THEM. 

accompanied him on his evangelistic tour. His 

visit was the result of an interesting incident which 

occurred during a visit the evangelists paid to Mr. 

Spruit. The evangelists were having a meeting in 

the Dutchman's house, which could hold about 90 

people. Mr. Geddes was speaking on Romans r. r4, 

and stated that the Lord's people were debtors 

until they had preached the Gospel. At the close 

of the meeting Mr. Spruit rose and said in solemn 

tones, " Brethren, I am in debt." Not realising 

what he meant, one said, "Then go and pay the 

debt." It then transpired that he had written to his 

relatives in Holland and told them that he had 

been converted, '' And now," said he, "I must go 

and tell then1, and you must come with me." 

The time was not opportune, but some twelve 

months afterwards the way opened up for the 

three inveterate gospellers to visit Holland in 

order that the Dutchman n1ight pay his debt by 

preaching the Gospel. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SCOTLAND VISITED. 

"Lift up your eyes and look on the fields."
J no. 4· 35. 

Arriving at Leith on Christmas Day, the 

impression made on the minds of the young men 

was, that they had come among an ungodly lot of 

people because they did not observe Christmas 

Day as was the custom in England. Going up 

the street, the first placard they observed was one 

announcing Harry Moorhouse as preaching in 

Edinburgh, and with joy they met, and attended 

the meetings of this famous preacher. Carrubber's 

Close, High Street, Edinburgh, is one of the 

proofs that " Revival" is an abiding force. It 

came into being as the result of the"' 59 Revival," 

and for over sixty years has been a living force in 

the Scottish capital. Its doors were opened to 
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JOHN KNOX'S BIRTHPLACE. 

the young preachers, and they had the double joy 

of helping and being helped. Here they came 

into contact with Captain Mackenzie, Secretary 

of the Scottish Evangelization Society, and 

through him were invited by the Hon� Master of 

Polworth to go to Haddington, the birthplace of 

John Knox. Arriving there they inquired of a 

street sweep where their host lived. Remarkable 

to relate, this sweep was the first man to be saved 

at the first meeting the following night. 

A well known Drunkard gets Saved. 

There was at that time living in the district a 

well known drunkard named Margaret Sutherland. 

The number of convictions against her were not 

known, and a number of young men brought her 

into the after meetings to make fun and have a 

spree. Mr. Holt, while dealing with anxious 

souls, looked up only to find this wicked half

drunk woman dancing among the inquirers, 

whereupon he raised his hand. Immediately she 

fell on to the seat, apparently stricken by the 
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AMONG WELL KNOWN SINNERS. 

power of the Spirit. A few days afterwards she 

was on her way to commit suicide when she was 

met by Mr. Geddes, who afterwards was the 

means of leading her to definite faith in Christ. 

So remarkable was the change that the whole 

district was moved at this wonderful conversion. 

Another drunkard, but a woman who did not 

consider herself as low as Margaret Sutherland, 

coming to the meeting saw the latter, and said, 

"If the Lord can save one like her, He can save 

me," and thus expressed her trust in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. At another meeting while Mr. Holt 

was speaking to people as they passed out he 

discovered a lady of position anxious about her 

soul, and he asked if she would not decide for 

Christ. Directed to the inquiry room, she found 

her way and dropped on her knees among others 

who were well known sinners of the district. Here 

the Lord having mercy on her she entered into 

rest. She afterwards married a Christian 

minister, and her godly life was a blessing to 
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NOT MANY MIGHTY. 

many. Invited to Humbie House, the seat of 

the Hon. Master of Polworth, one has to record 

that the first night two souls were saved, and later 

a large number found peace through the blood of 

the Cross. It was stated that although the Gospel 

had been faithfully preached by the Master he had 

always invited the anxious inquirers to come up 

and meet him at the house. This was not low 

enough for the Lord to work, but as soon as the 

real humble place was found on the arrival of 

these two young men, the Lord came in and 

saved precious souls. It is still true that " Not 

many mighty, not many noble are called," and 

the Evangel of the Cross makes its appeal to the 

common people. Therefore if we would be a 

blessing to sinners we must " keep low." 

Being desired, they travelled to Ormiston, 

another place on the estate. Of this place it was 

said there had never been a work all through the 

revival time, nor since the days of Wishart, who 

was betrayed at this place and afterwards burned 
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SOWING AND REAPING. 

to death at St. Andrews. History tells that 

at the time the Roman Catholic Cardinal while 

resting at his window viewed the martyrs 

burning. Wishart told him that out of that 

very room God would bring judgment upon him. 

Shortly afterwards soldiers rushed into the 

room and threw him through the window. 

Grieving the Spirit. 

Because Wishart was betrayed at Ormiston it 

was thought that a curse was upon the place. 

However, one backslider was restored through the 

preaching of W. P. Mackay, of Hull, but with that 

exception it was reported that there was no other 

blessing. A School Room was secured for Holt 

and Geddes to have meetings, and after the first 

service an inquirers' meeting was held, when several 

remained, one being deeply impressed. Another 

inquirer was spoken to when her father laid hold 

of her, and said, " get awa' hame." From that 

time no anxious souls were seen, it being apparent 

that the Spirit of God had been grieved, and one 
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AWAKENING AT STRA THA VEN. 

who had been concerned the following night 

ridiculed the whole work. It is important that 

we should realise that grieving the Holy Spirit of 

God in connection with evangelistic work is very 

serious. This work at Ormiston was consequently 

left, and a return to Humbie House was made, 

where four Gaelic girls found Christ, the result of 

the first meeting. 

After this the Calder district, in the heart of the 

Lanark mining industry, was visited, and blessing 

was recorded. Then journeying to Hamilton 

and Strathaven a great work was done in the 

name of the Lord among the kirk-going people, 

a graphic account of which was given in the 

" Revival" at that time. At the latter place 

there was a man named Sandy Taylor, who 

along with others, after Holt and Geddes had left, 

preached night after night in the Square, and had 

an audience of about 2000, so mightily did the 

Spirit of God work. This man afterwards wrote 

in the following terms to the evangelists, which 
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SOUND ADVICE. 

may contain a suitable word for those engaged in 

the Lord's work to-day, hence its insertion: 

" Dear Brethren, 

"Do keep humble, for I find that 

numbers of once popular preachers have been 

drawn aside, and they have been robbed of 

their power and blessing. Have visited one 

popular brother preaching in Glasgow, and 

I am afraid he is falling into the vortex. 

J?ear brethren, the Lord Jesus Christ rode 

into Jerusalem on an ass, and the inspired 

penman tells us that the whole city was 

moved at His approach, and they cried out, 

'Hosanna, blessed is He that cometh in the 

Name of the Lord.' The Lord acts 

exactly the same now, and if any true 

disciple of His will be content to be the 

humble ass, the Lord will ride upon him, and 

towns and cities will be moved, crying, 'Who 

is this that cometh in the Name of the Lord?' 

but if there be a temptation, and that 
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THE PROVOST HELPS. 

yielded to, to be the fine prouncing blood

horse, so that the people may be taken up 

with the horse instead of the rider, then in 

the midst of display of worldly wisdom and 

human eloquence the people will go home, 

not to battle with sin and a troubled con

science and sigh for the blood of Christ to

cleanse them, but to t_alk over a grand sermon 

and a grand preacher.'' 

I� the course of their itinerary they visited 

Wishaw. Mr. John Wardrop, an ex-Provost of 

the Burgh, .but also an earnest and godly man, 

willingly received them, and doors being open a 

work commenced which resulted in many being 

saved and the Christians encouraged and revived. 

Building Victoria Hall, Wishaw. 

At that time a few Christians were breaking 

bread in Newmains, and Mr. Holt spoke very 

definitely about the advisability of having a 

meeting in Wishaw. Apparently very little 

impression was made, but in visiting the place 
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A GODLY MINISTER. 

some time afterwards the evangelists found that 

plans had been drawn up, and shortly afterwards, 

as a result of the former conversation, a row of 

shops were built with a hall over them, and thus 

commenced the testimony in Victoria Hall. 

There were no Christians meeting simply as 

believers in Larkhall, but the evangelists wer� 

given permission to use the U.P. Church, some 

striking cases of conversion taking place among 

the children, especially in the home where they 

were entertained. Stonehouse, a neighbouring 

town, witnessed a thirteen nights' evangelistic 

campaign (Nov.-Dec., 1866), the U.P. and Free 

Churches being opened to the evangelists. The 

minister at the latter being a godly man threw him

self into the work. Children's services were held in 

one Church, and the adults in the other each night, 

and on Lord's Days both were open for adults, 

because one could not contain the people who 

desired to hear the preaching. At the first 

meeting held they had one profession, at the next 
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A CLOUD OF WITNESSES. 

four, at the following ten, and on Lord's Day about 

fifty came out for the Lord, and this was repeated 

during their stay. Two hundred and thirteen 

letters were received by the evangelists telling of 

blessing received in that place during their short 

visit. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A WAVE OF REVIVAL. 

" Whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited 
us."-Luke I. 78. 

It will be interesting to state that during this 

wave of revival which was passing through the 

British Isles many were converted, not always 

through the addresses, but on being personally 

spoken to at the door as they were leaving the 

meeting; e.g., at Stonehouse an elder in the U.P. 

kirk, telling how he got saved at the first meeting 

held there, said, " I was trying to get out of the 

kirk with many others, for we did not want to be 

spoken to; the passage was full before Mr. 

Geddes could get to the door, so he ran over the 

tops of the pews and was in time to catch me, and 

said to me, ' Are you saved ? ' I said, I hope 
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RELIGION COULD NOT SAVE. 

so,' whereupon he said, ' That will na dae.' I 

rushed off, but that ' na dae ' stuck to me. On 

reaching home my custom was to have family 

prayers for all gathered for that purpose. I was 

in such a state of soul that I could not continue, 

and rushed off to bed, leaving the family in the 

room. I had no peace till I accepted Jesus as my 

Saviour. " Thus the elder, who trusted in his 

religion instead of the Saviour, found that his 

religion could not save him. Another interesting 

case in contrast to the former was that of a 

Christian widow named Mrs. Orr, who, meeting one 

of the evangelists, said, "I have a trouble on my 

mind, and have been praying that I might meet one 

of you. I have a prodigal son, and I want you 

to pray for him, for he has been drinking for a 

fortnight." This request was complied with on 

the 1st December, 1866. Three days afterwards 

this woman filled with joy came early in the morn

ing to the Free Church Manse where the brethren 

were staying to bring the good news that her 
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WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN. 

son had professed conversion. She told how he 

was in agony of soul in the night, so much so that 

she went for a John Allen, who came, and about 

two o'clock her son found peace through believing. 

As the mother was telling her story Mary 

Hamilton, known in those parts as Mary H., the 

preacher, came into the room, and the overjoyed 

mother said, " Come and praise the Lord with me, 

for my son was dead, and is alive again; was lost, 

but is found." How happy she was compared 

with the previous day when she asked prayer on 

the son's behalf. Later lVIr. Hamilton and one 

of the brethren visited Mrs. Orr's son, who 

receiving them said, "This is the first time I have 

ever welcomed you here, and the first time I was 

ever glad to see you," indicating that much 

sowing had preceded the decision, and emphasising 

the fact that we shall reap if we faint not. There 

were several men in the house, among them some 

of his old tin1e companions in sin, but now they 

had experienced the change in life through faith 
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A NEW CREATURE. 

1n the Lord. While the visitors were present 

another young man came into the house. Thomas 

Orr greeted him, and said, " I am a new creature 

in the Lord," and immediately got on to his knees 

and thanked the Lord for pouring His Spirit out 

upon him, asking the Lord at the same time to 

save Johnny King. His sister also came into the 

room, whereupon he pressed her to accept the 

Lord Jesus. This. was a sample of many happy 

prayer meeting gatherings, when mother and 

family wept together for joy. 

Burning the Novels. 

Calling at Crossford, where blessing was 

received, they reached Lanark, and here Satan 

greatly opposed them. At one meeting Mr. Holt 

spoke to a lady who was very much upset. The 

following night she returned bringing two servants 

with her, and remained to the after meeting when 

she apologised for speaking as she did the previous 

night, stating that she had no peace till she 

found Christ. Afterwards she burned her 
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THAT IS ME. 

novels, and def ended the meetings against the 

public attack in the newspapers. 

Mr. Holt had been asked to visit a lady when 

he reached Lanark. On seeing the braw house 

his heart failed him, as he had not the courage to 

go there and introduce himself on the recom

mendation of the friend in Wishaw, and then ask 

if she belonged to the Lord. During the time the 

evangelists were there, however, some of the 

children of this lady came to the meetings, and 

later on the mother can1e and was convicted of 

sin through Romans IO. 1-3. The searching 

words concerning some who are going about to 

establish their own righteousness found her out, 

and she exclaimed, " That is me," at the same 

time expressing a desire to come and see the 

evangelists at their apartments. Her pride was 

an obstacle, however, for she knew that many 

people anxious about their souls were coming to 

the house. She therefore stipulated that she 

would come when nobody else was present, 
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NO OTHER SINNER. 

specially asking that none would come into the 

room while she was there. She was desirous of 

acting like Nicodemus, for she had been a member 

of the kirk over rz years, and did not want people 

to know she was not saved. She learned the 

truth on the occasion of her visit, and she left, 

remarking, " I see it, I must believe that the Lord 

Jesus died for me as though there was no other 

sinner in the world.'' After finding peace through 

the blood of the Lamb, she became very kind to 

Messrs. Holt and Geddes, and went through the 

town telling people she was saved, and though she 

had been a communicant she had been going about 

to establish her own righteousness. Some time 

after this on hearing that Mr. Holt was passing 

through Lanark on his way to England, she wrote 

saying that her husband and she would be glad 

if he would break his journey and they would get 

a kirk for a meeting; or, failing that, he could have 

their drawing-room. A kirk was engaged, and 

after the meeting quite a number of anxious souls 
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ROBERT ANNAN'S DEATH. 

came to her house. When they were being 

spoken to she said, "You must just take Jesus as 

dying for you as if there was not another sinner 

in the world, just as I did." 

Dundee tragic death brings Blessing. 

Many other places were visited, with blessing 

following, and the news spreading abroad the 

evangelists were invited by six ministers to visit 

Dundee. Here they had the joy of preaching the 

Gospel in Free St. Peter's, the pulpit so faithfully 

occupied by Robert Murray M'Cheyne. An 

incident which the Lord greatly used to arouse 

souls at that particular time was the tragic death 

of a godly man named Robert Annan. This man, 

who was a manager at one of the docks, left 

home for business in the early morning, and on a 

flagstone, near the door of his house, chalked the 

word " Eternity." About two hours afterwards a 

young man fell into the water, and Robert Annan 

went to the rescue. He had got the young man in 

one arm, and was swimming tq the boat which 
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A NOBLE ACT. 

had been put out, when cramp seized him. 

Immediately he pushed the lad to the boat, crying, 

"Look to Jesus," and then sank. The boy 

was saved but the swimmer was lost, and his body 

was only found after searching seven hours. The 

crowd which had gathered were melted, knowing 

the character of the man, and thus his death 

became the means of a great awakening in that 

part. Hundreds were aroused as to their 

condition before God. The life story of this 

man of God-was used to the conversion of a young 

nobleman, whose mother had the word 

"Eternity" engraved in the flagstone on which 

Robert Annan had written with chalk just before 

he was drowned. At Lochee, a suburb of Dundee, 

it was no uncommon sight to see groups of people 

weeping, and very many confessed Christ as their 

Saviour. 

The Gospel Bell. 

A visit was paid to Perth on the recommenda

tion of Duncan Matheson, the noted Scotch 

62 



THE GOSPEL BELL. 

evangelist, and at this place he presented Holt 

and Geddes with a Gospel Bell, as shown in the 

illustration. Meetings were held in the City Hall, 

where over one thousand people would assemble, 

and numbers were saved. 

This Gospel Bell ultimately became one of the 

recognised accessories of Holt and his fellow

workers. They were their own town criers as 

well as evangelists. 



CHAPTER VII. 

WITH AI,L DILIGENCE . 

.i They went everywhere preaching the Word."

Acts 8. 4. 

At the conclusion of these services Duncan 

Matheson pressed them to visit Renfrew, where 

he had lately been labouring, adding that all the 

ministers were .against the work of the Lord, and 

they would not lend their kirks for evangelistic 

meetings. " Nevertheless there are signs of a 

good work," said he, " and this began in a sick 

cham her with 

A Bedridden Saint. 

who has been lying t.here for twenty years." 

This sick person, Agnes Barr, had been much 

exercised about the spiritually dead state 

of the people in her town, and she told 
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AN EARNEST BIBLE WOMAN. 

the Lord all about it. She then sought 

to interest a number of Christian ladies who 

visited her from time to time. One of them 

�uggested that they should try and get a Christian 

Bible woman, and this resulted in a very godly 

person and soul winner, Mrs. Arthur, taking up 

the work. This lady met the evangelists on 

their arrival, and said, "The Devil has been before 

you and shut every door, but I have a class of 

mill girls to-night; come and speak to them." 

The room contained thirty of these girls, and 

in the after meeting fifteen of them professed 

faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The work then 

went on in the open air as well as in the hall ; 

and it was stated, after some consig.erable time 

had elapsed, that about one hundred souls were 

standing as a result of that work. -Moving off 

from this place, Messrs. Holt and Geddes visited 

Paisley. Here a great many were saved. At one 

meeting a grandmother, her daughter and grand

daughter found peace. 
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TEN MONTHS IN LURGAN. 

Mr. Geddes then proceeded to the Isle of Man 

himself, and Mr. Holt travelled as far as, and 

worked in, the district of Upton-on-Severn. After 

this Mr. Geddes joined Mr. Holt for further labours. 

In the year 1869 Mr. Holt married Miss Lydia 

Bladen, of Wolverhampton, who then joined him 

in his itinerating work. 

Ireland Visited. 

After the evangelists had been labouring in 

Hawick and Innerleithen districts for some time, 

Mr. H. Moorhouse pressed them to travel to 

Ireland. Mr. Geddes, however, took ill, but 

Mr. Holt and his wife accepted the invitation, and 

on reaching Dublin were able to arrange a visit 

to Lurgan, where a ten months' work began. 

Geddes soon joined them, and they also had. the 

fellowship of Mr. Chas. Inglis, Mr. Leadbeater, 

the .Southport Bellman, Mr. Chas. Lepper, the 

great tract writer, and Jeremiah Meneely, who 

wa� one of the four young men who prayed for 

the '59 Revival. Among other places meetings 
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MR. HOLT'S HEALTH BREAKS DOWN. 

were held in the Orange Hall, seating eight to 

nine hundred, and the Lord's presence and power 

was evident throughout. Ere they left they had 

seen some ninety persons baptised. They packed 

up their luggage three times intending to leave, but 

were persuaded to remain, and eventually they 

left for England when the health of Thomas Holt 

had completely broken down. The medical 

attendant warned Mrs. Holt that if her husband 

continued his strenuous work she would not have 

a husband very long. 

Commencing Business. 

Mr. Geddes was married in 1874. It is 

interesting to relate how he found his wife. 

Miss White (of London) desired to win souls for 

the Lord, and stepped out in entire dependence 

upon the Lord. Reaching Dove Holes, where 

through her individual testimony work many 

were blessed, she met Mr. Geddes, and learned 

he had acted in the same manner; thus they 

joined to go forward in the way the Lord had led. 
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A SOJOURN IN SHEFFIELD. 

After leaving Ireland Mr. and Mrs. Holt 

settled in Sheffield, and went into business under 

most remarkable circumstances. They had in

tended going into Staffordshire, but Mrs. Holt 

met with an accident while they were at Lancaster. 

This enabled them to meet a John Latham, an 

evangelist, who firmly believed in divine 

guidance. One day after the three held a prayer 

meeting for definite guidance about their intended 

journey to Wolverhampton, the evangelist, said, 

"Thomas, you must not go to Wolverhampton, 

but to Sheffield." The Lord's people at the latter 

place were delighted to receive them, and shortly 

after taking up residence in that town Thomas 

Holt commenced business in metal stamps, dies, 

and eveQtually rubber stamps. 

Redeeming the Time. 

One day when coming down a street in 

Sheffield Mr. Holt observed a crowd of people 

near a timber yard. On inquiring what had 

taken place he was told it was only a man who 
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IN THE MIDST OF LIFE. 

had been killed, whereupon he spoke to the 

crowd about eternal things and preached the 

glad tidings of great joy. Proceeding home he 

came across another street filled with people, 

and he elicited the information that they had 

brought a man home dead. A person at the 

door of the house moved for Mr. Holt to go irtto 

the house. He did, and found a woman there 

crying at the top of her voice, "Fetch my black 

dress, and let me put it on! " Mr. Holt went 

upstairs and saw the corpse lying on the bed, when 

presently an aged man came upstairs into the 

room, and clasping the corpse in his arn1s, 

cried, " Oh, my son; Lord, save my son! " Mr. 

Holt spoke to him, told him and others present 

(the room being full of people) of the true way of 

salvation and of the abiding source of comfort. 

The young man had been good and moral, but 

nobody could say that he was a Christian. 

Downstairs the widow was still crying bitterly, 

when one of them said to Mr. Holt, "Ah, sir, the 
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A MAID, A WIFE, A WIDOW. 

saddest thing about this is that this couple were 

only n1arried this morning 1 " " Then why was he 

at work? " inquired Mr. Holt, only to learn that 

while they were at their meal the manager of the 

timber yard came across, and stating that a lot 

of men were off drinking, asked the young man 

to come and assist in the loading of some timber, 

and afterwards he could return to the party. He 

changed his clothes, and went. As they were 

winding up a tree the chain gave way, and the tree 

struck him on the head and killed him. The next 

morning the daily paper had the following on 

their placard, "A Maid, a Wife, and a Widow in 

one day." It is not to be wondered at that the 

true evangelist was ever on the alert seeking to 

find out if people were right for eternity when 

cases like this one came across his path. 

The Lord was pleased to prosper him in his 

business undertaking, and he travelled with his 

wife into many parts of the British Isles, both of 

them taking an active part, as opportunity 
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BUSINESS AND PLEASURE. 

afforded, in the Lord's work wherever they went; 

his wife would speak to sisters while Mr. Holt was 

enabled to preach the Gospel. From this 

persistent sowing much fruit was seen. That 

they endeared themselves to many is shown by 

the fact that when his wife passed away a brother 

wrote from Stirling stating that the sisters there 

remembered to that day the message she brought 

them fifteen years previously. 

The Ha wick Woman's Receipt. 

During his business travels one day a Christian 

man asked him if he would visit a very anxious 

soul in Hawick to whom he had often spoken. 

Calling, he found an invalid who had not been 

able to go to .a meeting for three years. Her son 

had been to see her many a time, and had prayed, 

"Lord, save my mother," but she remarked that 

she could never see it. Mr. Holt began by asking 

her if she believed the Bible. Replying, she said, 

'' Yes, every Word of it." He then read John 3. 36 

in her own Bible (for he had heard of a Scotch 
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A SCOTCH WOMAN'S CAUTION. 

woman who received a new Bible, and had 

compared every word to see if it was the same as 

the old one). Mr. Holt began to explain that 

there are two parts in this verse, the top part 

referring to everlasting life, and the bottom 

portion to the wrath of God, and the question 

being put to her as to which part she would be in 

if she died at that moment, she replied, " the 

bottom." The next passage referred to was 

Romans IO. 9, " T�at if thou shalt confess with 

thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised Him from the 

.dead, thou shalt be saved." On being asked if she 

believed that verse, she replied, " Yes, every 

word of it I" Said the speaker, "Do you believe 

that the Lord Jesus died for you ? " " Yes, I do," 

was the reply. Again she was asked if she 

believed that the Lord Jesus was raised from the 

dead by God, to which she replied in the affirma

tive. On being questioned if she was saved, she 

said, "No, I am not saved! " She was then told 
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"MY DEBT WAS PAID." 

that she did not believe all the Bible, for she did 

not believe the last four words of this great verse. 

Undaunted with the difficulties and with a 

passion to win this soul for the Lord, the evangelist 

began to illustrate it in this manner. " Suppose," 

said he, " I came and found you in great trouble, 

because yo'IJ owed a debt of £5 at the Bank of 

Scotland, and they had threatened to sell your 

furniture if it was not paid. It would be very 

little use my going and pleading that you were 

only a poor woman and asking the cashier to 

forgive you; but on the other hand, if the £5 was 

placed on the counter, could he make you pay it 

again? " She replied, " No, because my debt 

was paid." " But," said the speaker, " you did 

not pay it," " No," replied the woman, " but 

you did, and that was as good." The eva11gelist 

went on to explain at length that paying the 

debt would not give her any peace, nor would the 

fact give her peace if she did not believe it. The 

woman agreed that it would bring peace to her if 
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LET ME LOOK AGAIN. 

the one who paid the debt brought the receipt 

with the cashier's name on it, and it was genuine. 

This became an open door to her mind, as the 

speaker told her that God has given His Word to 

the effect that Christ died for her sins, and if she 

would but believe it she would be saved. She 

said, " Please let me look at that again." After 

reading the last clause over many times she 

exclaimed as she turned to the evangelist, " He 

must mean it. To be sure He means it," 

remarking that she had been anxious abo_ut her 

debt of sin many years and all the time the 

receipt has been in the house, and she'' never kent 

it before." Mr. Ho1t·then left her praising God, 

believing she was saved. Passing through 

Hawick some considerable time afterwards a 

Free Church minister asked him to have a 

meeting in his Church. On the night of the 

meeting the evangelist gave out a psalm for the 

congregation -to sing. While they were singing 

it (knowing he would have time to return before 
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I HA VE GOT THE RECEIPT. 

they finished) Mr. Holt slipped out of the Church 

and went to the house of the old body. Replying 

to a question as to how she was getting on, she 

said, " Praise God, I have got the receipt yet! " 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE HOLT PARTY. 

" Your fell ow ship in the Gospel from the first 
day."-Phil. r. 5. 

We shall now take a glimpse of what became 

known as " The Holt Party." 

Mr. Holt's practice was to engage young men to 

travel with him in business who would at the 

same time proclaim the glad tidings wherever 

they went, their object being to preach the 

Gospel without charge. They visited many 

places in Scotland and England, including 

Aberdeen, Elgin and �nverness. One of the 

young men to join the party in its infancy was 

Alex. Blair, from the assembly in Edinburgh. 

A False Prophet. 

The party travelled south as far as Brighton 
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SATAN OUTREACHES HIMSELF. 

and Plymouth, where they had a splendid 

business time, but it must be stated that in all 

their movements the Lord's work came first. 

Holt and Blair spent one day at Havant in Herts. 

It was not only an interesting day but one 

wherein Satan overstepped the mark and pre

sented an opportunity for the evangelists to 

witness in the Name of the Lord. A man who 

had styled himself Prophet Elijah, dressed in 

sheep skins, was telling the people he had received 

a revelation to the effect that he was to head the 

British Nation and take them to possess Palestine, 

warning them, if they refused to go, in the year 

1882 judgments would come out of Heaven. 

After this meeting he sent a bag round for 

a collection, but gathered nothing. Immediately 

Mr. Holt began to preach to t�e crowd, and Mr. 

Blair followed, also ann?uncing that they would 

have a meeting in the Town Hall. When 

nearing the time of meeting crowds came along, 

as it was rumoured that the Prophet Elijah 
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THE WORKS OF GOD. 

would be preaching. The place was packed, the 

power of God was manifest, and the party preached 

the truth. Elijah, as he called himself was there, 

but only in the audience, and he made off as soon 

as he could. Nothing more was seen of him ; thus 

the Lord was magnified. 

Proceeding, the party went as far as Plymouth, 

Stonehouse, and Devonport, and at the last 

place very precious gatherings were held on 

Saturday afternoons. Two sisters -invited the 

young men to meet the Holt Party. These 

meetings resulted in much blessing to many 

young men. While here not a few souls professed, 

one most interesting case being that of their 

landlady, who was in deep distress for some time. 

The great difficulty. of this person was that she 

must work in order to be saved, and all that was 

said did not appear to help her. At one of these 

interviews Mrs. Holt came into the room and 

said, " Yes, she is quite right to work, please turn 

to John 6. 28, 29." This was done and she 
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PIONEERING IN ORKNEY. 

listened with great attention as she heard read : 

"What shall we do that we might work the works 

of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, 

This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him 

whom He hath sent." She at once saw the 

truth, and her burden of doubt rolled away as she 

believed on the Sent One. After leaving Ply

mouth word came to hand to say that she was still 

rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The party soon after gave th�ir attentions to 

Exeter, where they met Mr. Holt's old friend, 

Mr. Samuel Blow. Mr. Blow, along with Messrs. 

Rice T. Hopkins, Albert Boswell, and John Vine, 

did much pioneering work in the North of 

Scotland, especially Orkney, where as a result of 

their labours a number of Assemblies were 

formed, and are still carrying on a vigorous Gospel 

testimony. 

On reaching London Mr. Blair remained 

associated with Mr. Holt in business, but spent 

much time labouring for the Lord in various parts 
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OTHER HELPERS JOIN THEM. 

of the city. Later, he made the acquaintance of 

Miss Alexander, and after being married, settled 

in London for some years. Through the home

call of his brother, Mr. Thomas Blair, a colliery 

proprietor in U.S. America, he decided to proceed 

there and take charge of the business, where he 

remained over twenty years, bearing a testimony 

for the Lord till called home in 1921. 

Travelling by boat, Thomas Holt, his wife and 

daughter, went to Dundee, where a young man, 

Mr. Tom Taylor, .joined them. On this journey 

they went as far North as Montrose, Inverness, 

Orkney and the Shetland Islands. Years after

wards the sttaightforward business dealings of this 

young man, a Christian quality .which ·is so 

commendable, were commented upon. 

At Inverness, where there was no meeting, the 

party broke bread in their apartments, and they 

were joined by others who had formerly been in 

--fellowship with the Lord's people in other places. 

One Saturday night they went into the open air, 
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THE Y.M.C.A. IN DUNDEE. 

and standing by a meeting, heard a man preach. 

While there the Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. came 

to Mr. Holt and asked him if he would have a 

word. He did, and after the meeting it was 

announced that there would be a prayer meeting 

in a place close by. Mr. Holt was asked if he 

would preach on the Sunday night after the people 

had come out of the kirks. He did so, and at the 

conclusion of this service one came to Mr. Holt 

and asked " if they could have some more of 

this .... " The result was that a week's 

meetings were arranged. The subjects were 

announced, one of them being the Coming of the 

Lord. A notice was sent to all the Churches, and 

Dr. Black, a Free Kirk minister, when giving out 

the notice remarked that whatever the people did 

they were to go and hear Mr. Holt, with the result 

that the place was filled. One of the hearers, 

John Brig_ht, who had been in meetings, was 

informed that the Holt Party were breaking 

bread in their apartments, and he expressed his 
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SEEKERS AFTER T�UTH. 

desire to meet with some so called open brethren 

when he came across them. Some Bible readings 

were eventuc3:lly held, and the young people took 

kindly to John Bright. Very shortly after the 

Holt Party had left seven came out of one of the 

Churches, embraced the truth, and gathered to the 

Name of the Lord. One of them went over to 

Edinburgh (where the party were to be baptised) 

and gave an account of the work and how it had 

started. He-remarked that when the evangelists 

came they did not teach separatist doctrine, for 

if they had he would have put his foot on it, but 

John Bright had Bible readings. At one of these 

readings, when they came across 1 Cor. I. 12, 13, 

John Bright said, " We will overlook this for the 

time being, as it is ecclesiastical," whereupon 

everybody desired to know what it was, and after 

inquiring they found the truth, and this led to the 

establishment of- the meeting. 

Two other young men came to the notice of 

Thomas Holt, their names being Archibald M'Lay 
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ENCOURAGING YOUNG MEN. 

and Alex. Mitchell, and they joined up at 

Gloucester. They were very much used in the 

meeting 1n that place, both in preaching the 

Gospel and teaching believers. Travelling 

together the party went to Newport (Mon.) and 

Cardiff. Remaining in the latter city six months, 

meetings were held in numerous places while 

business was being carried on as usual. Both 

these young men had been school teachers before 

joining the Holt Party. Archie M'Lay was a 

gifted teacher as well as a Gospel preacher, and 

spent about eighteen months travelling with the 

party. He had a great power with young people 

and was very helpful to them. After leaving Cardiff 

they went to Swansea, when Mr. Holt was sud

denly called to England. The party afterwards 

joined up again at Wolverhampton and went 

through the Pottery district, where there is fruit to 

this day from the work and ministry of Archie 

M'Lay. Warrington was visited in the year 1887, 

where there was a very small meeting, and from 
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DRAWING-ROOM MEETINGS. 

this place they moved to Manchester, labouring in 

Warwick Street and other places, where meetings 

were held. Evidences of the Lord's blessing was 

not wanting at any of these places. In Oldham, 

six months were spent, and both these men were 

mightily used by the Lord. Before leaving that 

place it was custorµary to get seventy Christians 

together for a Bible reading, when wonderful times 

were experienced. In the drawing-room 

meetings some ladies were so blessed that they 

expressed their thanks in a very practical way. 



CHAPTER IX. 

HELPING AND HEALING. 

" Ministered unto my necessities and to them, that 

were with -me."-Acts 20. 34. 

I will now relate how the blessing came to 

Jarrow. Difficulties had been experienced 1n 

this place, so much so that Mr. James IYI'Gregor, 

a veteran brother, suggested that a week's 

meetings should be held for confession and 

prayer. This was followed by another week, and 

at the end of this time many were much humbled 

before the Lord, when a Brother Matthews 

(evangelist and teacher) came along, and was 

much used of the Lord among them Then 

followed the Holt Party. The place was not 

very large for business, one of the travellers being 
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BLESSING FOLLOWS CONFESSION. 

abl� to go round it all in a fortnight, but the Lord 

opened so many doors for them that they stayed 

seventeen weeks. During this time there was a 

remarkable time of blessing among the Sunday 

school children. The Sunday school super-

11tendent and teachers decided to give the 

school over to the party for meetings instead of 

the usual school, and these meetings for young 

people resulted in over two hundred scholars 

professing to be saved. Seventy persons who had 

been saved in the Gospel meetings were baptised 

including a number of scholars. One girl saved at 

this time was.a remarkable character. She began to 

think about baptism and search the Scriptures, 

going through the whole of the New Testament, 

finding all the passages on this subject, and became 

very anxious to be baptised. In speaking to an 

aged sister she expressed a desire to be baptised, 

and asked how old she ought to be before this 

could take place. Eventually she came to Mrs. 

Holt and made the same inquiry. '' Well Maggie," 
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A CHI.LD'S FAITH. 

she replied, " You ask the Lord, and I will ask the 

Lord, and see how He leads." Some time after this 

in the meeting she spoke to Mr. A. M'Lay, stating 

she wanted to be baptised, and raising the age 

question. Persisting in the question Mr. M'Lay 

said there were only eight gowns and not sufficient 

for those whose names had been mentioned for 

baptism. She went home, where they had a

family prayer meeting, and it came her turn to 

pray. "And now, Lord," said Maggie, "when can 

I be baptised; they say there are only eight gowns, 

but will a mackintosh not do, Lord? " On a 

subsequent Saturday night an intimation was 

made that if anybody wished to be baptised they 

might remain behind. Maggie remained and 

said she wanted to be baptised. In reply to 

questions she was very clear. At last one brother 

said, "Maggie, does baptism save you? " and she 

replied, " Yes." Poor Maggie, thought the 

brother, has notgot the truth. "But," inquired one, 

"from what does it save you, Maggie? ' " A bad 
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IN Ills NAME. 

conscience," was Maggie's .apt reply. It was not 

.possible to delay her baptism longer. 

Healing a Breach. 

At another place the Lord graciously used the 

Holt Party to .bring a meeting together. For 

some time they had been discussing whether the 

bread should be broken on the table after giving 

of thanks or passed round without being broken, 

and because one brother believed the former he 

was put out of fellowship. However, he came to 

the morning meeting, but apparently only 

disorder prevailed, when the Lord enabled Mr. A. 

M'Lay to open the Word and minister. He spoke 

with such power, that within a short time the 

assembled believers were on their faces be£ ore the 

Lord, and the Lord worked mightily in bringing 

them together. 

They left this place and travelled to Aberdeen, 

and thence proceeded to Peterhead, where the 

Lord mightily worked. Many were saved, and 

1nany of the Lord's people left their sectarian 
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TO REGIONS BEYOND. 

associations to meet si.inply in the Lord's name. 

Elgin and Forres and afterwards Inverness were 

visited. Here they found a properly established 

meeting, an account of the formation of which has 

been given earlier. The party then went to 

Dundee, and here Mr. Archie M'Lay joined !\-1r. 

Tom Taylor. These two young n1en took business 

appointments in Dundee, and, devoting their spare 

time, did much work for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The former afterwards became a traveller for a 

Glasgow firm. He married Miss Annie Evans, 

daughter of Peter Evans, Pilot of Cardiff, and 

shortly afterwards removed to the city of Cardiff, 

where his devoted service among the Lord's 

people in and around the West Capital, his 

sterling Christian character, and his business 

integrity won him universal respect. Alex. 

Mitchell was a fellow-student of Archie M'Lay, 

and came from Govan. He remained with Mr. 

Holt just over four years, travelling, preaching 

the Gospel, and teaching, for he was a gifted 
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BEFORE RULERS. 

teacher as well as a Gospel preacher. After 

leaving the Holt Party in January, 1890, he went 

forth as a missionary to the Faroe Islands and 

joined the late Mr. Sloan, remaining there several 

years. On visiting Norway and Denmark a door 

was opened for him to preach to royalty, and 

finally he went to preach the Gospel in Norway, 

where he continues his labours for the Lord. 

Mr. Holt then removed to the Pottery district, 

settling for a time at Stoke-on-Trent owing to 

the illness of his wife, and it was at this latter 

place that she passed away on 22nd October, 

1897. At this time there was only one meeting 

in the Pottery district, and Mr. Holt, feeling the 

limitations for service, felt that he must get afield. 

Accompanied by his daughter, he removed to 

Liverpool, where they remained for over six years. 

It was here that Willie Anderson joined the party 

and shared in their preaching journeys. George 

Ainsworth joined the business-evangelists at 

Blackburn, and he remained with them in the 
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DOWN TO OLD AGE. 

business for about eighteen months, travelling 

and preaching the Gospel in many places, including 

Oldhan1, Rochdale, Liverpool, Northwich, 

Bradford,. Halifax, Warrington, Whitehaven, 

Carlisle, l{ilmarnock, etc. In every place visited 

blessing was recorded, and he left Mr. Holt in 

1904 to give himself entirely to the work of 

preaching the Gospel. He is at present engaged 

seeking to win the lost for the Master. 

Mr. Holt met a Miss Catherine Nicoll in 

Warrington. After an acquaintance which 

ripened into son1ething deeper, they were married. 

They settled in Warrington, and from this point 

he afterwards visited and preached the Gospel in 

various towns in the British Isles. 

Good Success. 

The secret of the success which attended the 

work so wonderfully undertaken in many parts 

lay in the fact that Romans 12. I, 2 gripped the 

souls of these men, and they laid everything upon 

the altar, realising that the gift wa.s holy before 
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A CLOSING TESTIMONY. 

God (r Thess. 5. 23, 24). Consequently the Lord 

honoured their sacrifice in bringing blessing to 

many others through them. Their procedure in 

connection with their evangelistic efforts was 

very simple. Acting as real men with a passion for 

souls, they fully· accepted the truth that sinners 

were lost, while they lived in the conscious 

enjoyment of the power of the blood of Christ to 

cleanse the vilest sinner, and so they told out in 

the simplest language the story of the Saviour's 

love, expecting blessing to follow. It is their 

testimony that the Lord did not disappoint them 

in the results. 

A Preacher for 60 Years. 

Thus for sixty years the blood-stained banner 

has been unfurled by this servant of the Lord, and 

in his sixtieth year of preaching it was the joy of 

the writer to have fellowship with him in open-air 

meetings and under canvas, when blessing was 

granted. 

To those who may not have had the joy of 
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WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW. 

Salvation, allow me to ask you, to behold by faith 

the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 

world ; to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, 

and own Him as your Lord. 

And to those who are saved, beloved of God 

(Romans r. 7), shall we not gird up the loins of 

our mind and step forward in dependence upon 

the One who never fails, to do exploits for Him 

who hath saved us, in order that we might serve 

Him, for 'tis only a little while and we shall be 

for ever with Him. 

"A little while-'midst shadow and illusion 

To strive by faith, love's mysteries to spell. 

Then read each dark enig�a's bright solution, 

Then hail sight's verdict-He hath done all things well.'' 
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