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THE ROOK AND THE ROD. 

Numbers xx:. and Deut. xxxiv. 1-7. 

I GREATLY desn"e to call earnest attention to these 
two chapters for a little this evening, not only 
because they have a very intimate bearing the 
011e upon the other, but also because you could 
not find in the wl1ole of the blessed word of God, 
two chapters which give you more perfect wil­
derness experience. 

I do not know whether you have ever been 
struck with it, but it is very remarl(able that the 
20th of Numbers begins with dea,th and ends 
with death, and it is rnore remarkable still, that 
in both beginning· and end it is death in the san1e 

B 
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fan1ily ; l\Iiriam, the sister of Aaron, closes her eyes 
in death at the com1nencen1ent of it ; a11d Aaron, 
the p1 .. iest, the brother · of Miriam, lays aside his 
official garme11ts a11d closes his eyes 11pon the 
scene, in the e11d of it. It is a perfect chapter of 
wilderness history; it is in very deed tl1e begin­
ning and end of tl1e wilclcrn�5s; it began witl1 
death, it end� with death. The brightest day the 
wilderness ever saw, is tinged by the dark clouds 
of death; it separates the musician from the tim­
brel, for Miriam was the 011e who led the song in 
the palmy days of Israel's triumph on the shores 
of the Red sea, and the loudest above all the notes 
of p1 .. aise that were sung in commemoration of 
Jel1ovah's victory, was l\firiam's voice, '' Sing ye 
to the Lord, for He hatl1 triumpl1ed gloriously, 
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the 
sea." She led the song on that occasion, and no,v 
her lips are sealed never to be opened again ; and 
when you come to the end of the chapter you 
find a man who stood as the priest, laying aside 
his priestly robes and bowing to death. 
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It is well to ren1e1nber that priesthood always 
supposes a people in a certain relation with God, 
as Israel was outwardly; priesthood always comes 
in as sustainment or succour £or a people ·who are 
brougl1t into relation with God, during their 
jouTney �through the wilderness. I would only 
allude to this in passing, for I think it important, 
a11d useful, and instructive. The atonement of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, though the act of one 
who is a priest, is not in itself a priestly act, and 
the reason I mention that is, because in the 19th 
of Numbers you will find it was another person who 
was to _kill the heifer before the eyes of Eleazar the 
priest ; the priest hiinself did not slay the victim, 
it was slain by another in his presence. The 
Lord Jesus Christ did not enter upon His priestly 
functions until He had passed through death and 
resurreotion, and gone into the heavens. He 
was no priest on earth, '' I£ He were on earth He 
should not be a priest;" but after He has gone 
into the heavens, we have Him in tl1e exercise of 
His everlasting priesthood, founded too upon His 
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death and resurrection. We find a picture of it in 
Aaron's rod that budded, which was God's way 
of silencing the murmurings of rebellious Israel, 
and hushing the rising murmurs of their hearts. 
He caused the rod to be laid up before Him in 
the tabernacle, and the dead rod on the mo1-row 
budded- and brought forth almonds, etc. ; it was 
typical of priesthood, founded upon· death and 
resurrection, which is the only principle upon which 
God could bring the people through the wilderness. 
l\foses' rod would never do, because it was sym­
bolical of judicial authority, and hence when God 
was about to turn the rivers of Egypt into blood, 
His direction to �1oses was, to strike hz's rod over 
the river; but when we come to the 20th of 
Nu1nbers, what we find is this, though the blessed 
God is manifesting, in I-Iis dealing with Israel, that 
they are a rebellious people, still He doos not 
recognize any other rod but one. "Take the rod." 
What rod? Aaron's rod which budded rnd bk>s­
somed ; that was the rod, the rod of priestly grace, 
the only power by which God could lead a 



THE ROCK AND THE ROD. 5 

rebe11ious people tl1rough the wilderness; if He 
used the rod of l\foses, it would have Leen destruc­
tion after destruction. 

What we have in the end of this chapter 
is Aaron, the man who stood between an 
outwardly l"econciled people and God·-God's 
priest, the n1an who stood also between the living 
and the dead, now yielding to the po"rer of death 
himself. The priest niust put off his priestly 
garments, tl1e sweet singer of Israel must lay 
aside her timbrel, and must go into that great 
silence tl1at nothing can break : these are the 
things that go to 1nake up the wilderness; in it 
you ever find the dark cloud, disappointment and 
death. Israel 1nurmured that they had 110 ,vater, 
and even that but reveals the interest, and care, 
and lov_e, and provision, of Jehovah, who said 
Hin1sel£ that He had looked after tl1eir clothes 
and feet forty years in the wilderness : let no one 
turn away and say we do not a.ct like then1, 
because that is tl1e tendency of all our hearts 
every moment. '

l

1he thing that tests us is the 
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wilderness ; tl10 circu1nstances of the way are the 
very tl1ings that bring out what is in us. If our 
eyes are on the living God, we ca11 stand the 
pressuTe of wilderness circumstances ; if not, we 
break down. We are all sooner or later tested­
God knows what will test each in their wilder11ess 
experience, and He suits the testing to the con­
dition and state of His people, but we are a.II 
tested ; you will find it so in Israel, they wa11ted 
bread and they 1nurmured; every circumsta11ce 
i11 their history brought out ,vhat little co1Tfide11ce 
or repose of heart they really had in God, a11d 
thus the reality of their state comes out. " The 
people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, 
Would Go<l that we had died when 01-1r brethren 
died before the Lord, and why have ye brougl1t 
up the congregation of the Lord into tl1is 
wilderness, that we and our cattle should die, and 
wherefore have ye made us to come out of Egypt to 
bring us unto this evil place ? it is no place of seed, 
or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates, neither 
is there any water to drink .. " ,vhat a picture ! 
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dissatisfaction, discontent, con1pla.int, and rebel­
lion upon the part of Israel, death in tl1eir 
circumstances, and death in their families; death 
in their circumstances, for there was no water; 
and death in their families, for 1Vl1ria1n and 
Aaron l1ad falle11 on sleep ; in fact, death on 
everytbing. But now observe there is a beautiful 
contrast here ; for if there be in very deed 
change on everything, yet there are two things 
in this very chapter that do not change. vVhat 
are they? The Rocle and the Rod. There you g·et 
no change. Aaron 1nay die, Miria1n may die, 
Israel may m111"n1ur, the waters 111ay fail, there is 
nothing, as to eartl1, that the eye can rest on, but 
the Rock: and the Rod are the same. It is a 
blessed thing to learn that ; if Miriam; the sweet 
singer of Israel, fades lik.e a lea£, if Aaron the 
priest puts his priestly garn1ents upon another 
and dies under the righteous govern1nent of God 
like tl1e great l\foses himself, wl10 has to go up 
Mount Pisgah, gaze at tl1e goodly land, and then 
fall on sleep, all liable to <lL'ath, I look at the 



8 'I'ITE ROCK AND THE ROD. 

]lock, it is the san1e, and at the R.od, it is tl1e 
�a1ne. 

The T{ock is Christ, as the One who was bruised 
us an ato11en1ent for sin, because you rc1nember, 
on the first occasion when Moses smote tho rock, 
it was a type 0£ Christ lifted up on the cross ; I 
allude to the 17th of Exodus, '' Sn1ite the rock 
and there shall co1ne water out of it, that tl1e 
people 1nay drink�,"-hecause you can have 
nothing, no good, no blessing, neither salvatio11 
nor sustenance, that does not spring out of a 
smitten Christ-if there is water to come fortl1 
from the rock to satisfy the thirst 0£ Israel, 
typically Christ must be s1nitten. When I speak 
of the rock, I speak of Christ as the One wl10 was 
an atonement for sin. He is the One out of whom 
everything corr1es, by Hi1n sin is removed, by His 
precious death the barrier is ren1oved, and now 
everything fully co1nes out; it is not tl1at God had 
it not i11 IIis heart, He l1ad, but righteousness 
barred the way, and the n101nent sin is removed 
all comes out righteol�s(y; refresh1nent, pardon 
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liberty, i11 fact, everything. If you trrice every­
thing· up to its source, you will find all in heaven 
or on earth, all flo�rs fron1 Christ crucified ; He is 
the Rock, and in another sense the One on who1n 
the heart builds for eternal security. But now the

Rod is Christ, though in another aspect of His 
glory, eve11 Christ in the exercise of His priestly 
grace as tl1e Ono who is in the heavens ; because 
He is a priest in heaven, not on earth, and He is 
exercising the functions of His priesthood in 
heaven. '' He is a priest for ever after the order of 
�felchisedec "; that is His order, the functions 
are Aaronic. The Rod the11 is typical 0£ priest­
hood founded upon death and resurrection; and 
so these are the two things �hat remain amid all 
the vicissitudes in Israel's journey, the Rock and 
the Rod. What a blessed thing it is tl1at no one 
will ever go to l\{ ount Hor and see Christ strip 
I-Iin1self of His priestly robes and put t]1em upon
another ! No eyes will ever look upon sueh a
sight as tliat. l\foses himself afterwards n,ust
toil up tl1e steep incline of l\Iount Pisgah to
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die in the Mount, having first feasted ·his e}' ... eS 
upon that which death shut 11im out of. What. 
a blessed thing it is that we shall never do that ! 
Christ never commits His office to another. He 
holds it eternally. That is the great and 
blessed fact i11 this chapter. As we go throug�h 
the wilderness, what God would lead us into 
is, the sufficiency of Christ.· He i's enough­
we constantly say He is enough, but the11 all the 
way we are proved as to that. 'rhe Rock and the 
Rod are not enough for Israel, and they are read)� 
to malign God who had brought the1n thTough, up 
to that mome11t. Have our hearts know11 the 
sufficiency of Christ ? Is all the ful11ess a11d the 
blessedness i11 Hi1n our co1npetency, so that whe11 
we are tested, it 1nay be by the passing� away of 
some creature 1nercy, it 1nay be by tl1e witl1ering· 
of some gourd, it 1nay be by being stripped like a 
tree, Christ is enough for us ? That i·s the test ; it 
is in the con1plete death and desolatio11 of ever)"" -
thing here; an1 I then able to say Christ is 
enough? He is sufficient, all fulness is i11 Him ; 



THE ROCK AND THE ROD. 11 

it is not a question of having our needs 1net, or 
getting relief. I do 11ot den3r that 1-{c n1inisters 
relief, I know I-le does ; but that is ,vhat Israel's 
l1eart was always upon, they... ,vere hungry or 
thirsty, and they wanted relief, the3r wore in that 
sense always on relief. I don't den3r that God 
gives relief, but I do say tl1ere is a higher thing 
tl1an that, there is tl1e exercise of the heart that 
it may· know, before the relief co1nes, the 11ee·d of 
continued dependence which the hllnger and 
thirst were desig11ed to promote. If Christ i!'3 our 
resource, then we can endure until relief comes; 
and do you think the relief is less sweet when it 
comes if I have been proving the sufficiency of 
tl1e One whose hand is stretched out to give it 
111e ? On tl1e contrary, it enhances the gift, and 
i11 place of n1easuring His heart by �yolu' need, 
y·ou measure it by His own heart. Christ's o,vn 
]1eart is tho only n1easure of itself. If it ",..ere 
otherwise, supposing your necessities are not 
very great, then the proportion of what is in His 
l1eart "rill be very s1nall; a�1d a.in I not to kno,v 
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Him beyo11d tl1e n1ere extent of my necessities 
and needs ? An1 I not to know Hin1 on His 
owi1 side? I an1 speaking 110w of what is indi­
vidual, of what is to be knoW11 i11 the wilderness 
-a resource, so that if deatl1 and decay be on
everything arou11d us, we ca11 turn to all and say,
'' Thank God, there is the Rock and tl1e Rod, and
11othing can toucl1 them."

I would glance a 1non1ent at that wherein Moses's 
failuTe consisted at this time. It was this-in 
giving a false representation of God to Israel­
that was sin1ply his sin, he misrepresented God to 
a rebellious people. J el1ovah had said to hin1, 
H Take the rod," i.e. Aaron's rod, syn1bolical, as I 
have pointed out already, of priestly grace, "Take 
the rod, and gather thou tl1e Assembly together, 
thou and Aaron tl1y brotl1er, and speak �ye unto 
the 1·ock before their eyes." Now observe 110,v 
different that is to Jehovah's worcl to ifoses in. 
Exodus xvii. 5, "And thy rod, "rl1erewith tl1ou 
smotest tl1c river, take in thy hand and go." 
That was the first occasion; here he was to take 
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"the I·od," and speak to the rock. That is, God 
was acting in reference to Israel in the unbounded 
grace of His o"''n heart; i� was grace, and 
priestly grace too, because it is only priestly 
grace that can bring a murmuring people through 
the wilderness; whereas Moses, instead of ta.king 
the rod, takes his own rod, the rod of judgment 
and government--thus he n1isrepresented God in 
every way, he denied in type the one sacrifice 
of Christ by smiting� the rock twice, and he 
mierepresented the voice of God in speaking to 
Israel as he did ; he stood before the people the 
very contrast to that character in ,vhich God was 
dealing with them. It is a solemn reality for us 
at this prese11t mome11t, in our actings, con­
versation, and ways down here in this world, that 
we give a proper representation of Christ ; 
because that is what we are left he1�e for. Are 
we really exercised as to this manifestation of 
Christ to men ? 

The only way the world can see Christ is in 
His people, who. are in the world, for He is gone 
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away; there is 110 ChTist on this eartl1, but I-Iis 
1jeople are left here in order that otl1ers may both 
learn and see Christ in then1. Are ,ve sufficiently 
i1ear Him and in communio11 with His mind to 
,veigh the importance o:f this ? Are we walking 
in the quietness of His own presence so that we 
can catch·and thus be n1oulded by His mind, and 
so naturally and easily·express Him? ls it that 
,vhich now is forming us ? rrhinl{ of l\Ioses, he 
speaks unadvisedly witl1 his lips; and if we speak� 
unadvisedly witI-1 our lips we give, in our ,va�y, a� 
far as we can give, a false repres0ntatio11 of Cm.--ist, 
and it we are in circumstances wl1ere Chri.st would 
not be, we so :far n1isreprcscnt Hi111. How care­
ful it ought to n1ake us ! 11ut a person 1na3r sa�r, 
how can I give a true rcpresentatio11 of Christ? 
You 1nust know His mind in order to represent 
Ilim. The man ,vho represents anotl1er's in­
terests knows what those interests are, au<l is 
acquainted ,vith everytl1ing about tl1en1. I-Ierein 
is our chief deficiency ; there is so little nearness 
to, and intin1acy ,vitl1 ,Christ, hence ,ve t:O littll! 
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represent Him faithfully in this world. The 
Lord give us to be near to Christ every moment 
-it is as you are near to Him that His moral
features are in measure reproduced in you. He
is the producing power, and, as you are near
Him, He produces certain qualities in you, and
that is likeness to Christ in our ways. Now here
}loses is not the true delineator of God in that
sense.; and hence he lost Canaan. Two things
run all through the word of God, viz., Grace and
Governrnent, and they never interfere the one with
the other-both are �ere ; hence it is Moses died.
Aaron likewise goes up Mount Hor, and dies, as we
have already seen. This is government. Govern­
ment and grace are going on still; this is govern­
ment, viz., '' Whatsoever a man soweth that shall
he also reap." That is as true of a Christian as
of a man of th� world. It was government that
shut }loses out of Canaan, but grace gave him a
sight of the goodly land ere he died. Before
1f oses fell asleep, Jehovah led him up to the top
of l)isgah, and tra<;ed out with His o,vn hand, as
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it were, all the la11d of promise. W.hat a sight 
that must have been ; think of the blessecl God 
leading His poor servant up the mou11tain top, 
and pointing out to tl1e eyes, so soon to close i11 
death, that goodly land. Is that 11ot grace ? 
Was the blessed God in any sense bol1nd to do 
so? By 110 means. Yet I am emboldened to sa)r 
that it gave Jel1ovah far more pleasll!e to g'iv� 
his servant that sight than it did even l\'Ioses to 
gaze on it. But Aaron too had failed, and l1ence 
it is precisely the same here ,vith him, because he 
was associated witl1 M·oses. No doubt, he was 
the lesser of the two, yet he must die. The grace

of God is exhibited in the one wl10 was the leader. 
No doubt, if we look at it dispe11sationally, �loses 
oould not bring the people i11, the "law" could 
not bring the people into the land, it made 
nothing perfect; we do not get that until we co111e 
to Joshua; that is another thing·, but what I 
now treat of is grace and government exhibited in 
God's ways with Moses and Aaron. Both die in 
tl1e government of God. 
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One thing in order to shew the contrast that is 
l1ere; Moses standing on Mount Pisgah, and look­
ing on the land into which h� was not to enter 
with Israel, is not the sort of view the Christian 
now gets of the glories of Christ a11d the heavenly 
la11d ; through grace we have title to look at 
heaven and glory, not as at a distance from us, 
but as in them. If the Spirit of God dwells in us 
He invites us to Christ in glory ; not like Moses, 
who saw a better thing than he possessed ; it must 
have been in some sense a tantalizing thing to him, 
and that is why people are in a sense tormented by 
looking at the glory. When you speak of a place 
where everything is in perfection, you must 1 e tan­
talized by it if you do not know that it is yours, if 
you have no sense of possessio11 of it; but if you are 
a Ch1"istian, all is yours. A Christian is a person 
in whom the Holy Ghost dwells, and hence one 
with Christ in the place where Christ is. Why 
should people, then, be tantalized? Wl1y should the 
blessedness of union with Christ in heaven make 
any soul think it is not possible to know it ? 

C 
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The blessed Lord Himself looking on to the day 
of the pre�ence of t11e Holy Gl1ost on the earth 
says, '' In tl1at qay ye shall know tl1at I am in 
my Fatl1er, and ye in Me, and I in you." (John 
xiv. 20 ). No doubt it is all. ,vo11derful, yet, if
Christians, we are one with Christ, and it is not
looking at the tl1ing as from a distance, but looking
at that into which we have been brought; and be
assured the difference is great as to whether we
are looking at the things of Christ as Moses
looked at Canaan from Mount Pisgah, or as being
brought into the very centre of it; because if
the Holy Ghost dwells in us, He unites us to
Christ where He is, and I therefore say we are
brought into it. Then besides all this, we have
here what is peculiar to the wilderness-''the
Rock" and '' the Rod "-the Rock on which we
n1ay build for eternal security, even as the
scripture express0s it-" A n1an shall be as a
hiding place fron1 the wind, and a covert frorr1
the tempest ; . as rivers of water in a dry place,
as the shadow of a g-reat rock in a ,veary land."
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(Isa. xxxii. 2 ). That all belongs to the wilder­
ness, because there will not be any heat or want 
of ,vater in heaven. Thus then this weary 
desert is the very place to elicit the hidden 
virtues of the my::,tic Rock: and Rod, the Rod that 
blossomed and budded ( type of the resurrection 
of Christ), to carry a poor feeble one along, our 
n1urmurings all quieted and silenced, and taken 
away, and we led so blessedly· along, until we 
shall have changed the dry and parching sand of 
the deserts for the · blessedness of Christ's own 
presence. 

The Lord give us to know the reality of this 
Rock and Rod, when �iriam the prophetess and 
Aaron the priest die-beeause this is real wilder­
ness life; Israel mur1nur, Miriam and Aaron die, 
the waters fail, but the Rock: and the Rod remain 
the same, and that which is wanting in every­
thing els�, viz., sameness, is the glory of this. 
rrhe absence of this sta1nps everything here in 
the wilderness as faulty and deficient, but when 
we come to Christ, what do we find? '' Jesus 
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Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
The Lord by His Spirit gi�e otu" hearts to 

prove HiIQ. the san1e day by day, for His own 
name's sake ! 



"THE FAT HER OF l\!EROIES, AND THE

GOD OF ALL 001\fFORT." 

(2 Corinthians i.) 

THERE is a very close connection, and yet a strik­
ing contrast, between the circumstances in which 
the apostle is round, in chapters i. and xii. 0£ 
this Epistle. In chap. i., he is, we may say, 
altogether in hu1nan circu1nstances, surrounded by 
straits, difficulties, and trials, which came upon 
him no doubt in his service; he was in circun1-
stances in 110 way peculiar to him, but which 
1night be ours at any time. But in chap. xii. he 
was altogether in God's ci1"cumstances, taken up 
into the third heaven, and then sent back into 
this world to go through it as a crippled man. 
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He gets a thorn in his flesh becausP, God would 
have Paul entirely in His strength. At some 
time or other we might be called to go through, 
in our measure� what we find in chap. i. Chap. 
xii. save the expression, '' a 1nan in Christ," is
entirely an exceptional case; God having a dis­
tinct purpose towards His servant in connection
with His ministry; still, although we may not be
caught up into Paradise as he was, we do get
thorns in the flesh.

'' Blessed be God, even the Father of Olll" Lord 
Jesus Christ." (i. 3). What strikes one here 
is, th·e apostle begins the opposite way £ron1 
that in which most would begin. If we had any­
thing to relate as he had, we shoYld have started 
with our troubles and pressures, and gone on 
perhaps to tell of the comfort and consolation 
ministered by God to us ; but the apostle · begins 
with tlie source of all comfort, '' Blessed be God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies." Thus he begins at the 
fountai11 l1ead, and 11ot at the strean1; he con1es 
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down to tlie stream, '' tl1at we 1nay be able to 
comfort ;" he did not go up to God from that, 
but from God Himself l1e came �own, to the 
comfort he ministered. It makes an im1nense 
differe11ce at what end we begin. We find 
broken hearts in this world, it is the very scene 
to meet them in; wl10 can bind the1n up but God 
Himseli? But we must take care not to make 
our need the measure of His comfort ; if you 
1nake your troubles, or sorrows, or difficulties, 
the measure of anything· that is in God, you 
limit to that what is in Him. 

There was One who had unmeasured trouble and 
sorrow here, and only One-the blessed Lord 
to us, all is measured out, either God-given, or 
God-p6lrmitted, sorrow. He puts on us 011ly what 
He sees needful for us. There is no temptation, 
but that which is common to man. God will not 
suffer us to be tempted above that we are able. 
He knows exactly what the vessel is able to bear. 
He puti the right a1nount on it, and the11 places 
IIis own blessed strength, as it were, under it, 
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and so helps us to carry it. All goes on under 
·His J1and, no a1nount of God-given consolation,
in tl1e midst of the troubles we pass through,
could ever be the measure of what is in God's
heart, so the Apostle b1·ealrs out with "Blessed
be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ," who is the source of it all. Then we
find the relationship, '' Father of our Lord JesllS
Oh1--ist,''-this defines the relationship we are in
to Him, and then adds, '' the Father of mercies."
He is the spring and source of every mercy-it is
all 1nercy, mercy every step of the way; every
trouble is mercy, all His ,vay with us is rnerc,y.
Paul beg�ns with God ; he starts frorn tl1e holy
glorious -person of the blessed God Hi1nsel£,-all
in Him is perfect fulness, divine sufficiency; and
then the Apostle comes down to what He does,
"who comforteth us," etc. Tho Apostle is passed
through all he speaks of here in order that he
n1ight be able to 1ninister it to others. The ser­
vant is passed through n1any an exercise and
difficulty, 1nany a pressure and trial, 0£te11 not so
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much for himself as for those he wo11ld serve 
under Christ. He produces in the servant that 
chars,�ter which it is His object to develope by 
n1ea11s o:f his service. He p1:1-ts the _servant in the 
stocks, as it were, that l1e may be able to come 
forth and say,-" Oh, I have tasted the mercy o-f 
God as ' the God of all com£ or-t.' " 

We never can get sympathy from others while 
they themselves are in the same circumstances ; 
when they have passed through therr1, they are 
fitted to help and comfort us. Some say,­
" You cannot symp�thize with me, because you 
are not in the san1e circu1nstances ;" but i:f it 
were so, they could not sympathize, because they 
would be engrossed witl1 their own trouble. How 
often in trouble, people clai1n to be shut up to 
tJ1c1nselves ; they think: none ca11 understand, but 
after any one l1as passed through it, he can 
dra,v near to those i11 sorrow, and tell them of 
the comfort wl1erewith he bas been comfo.rted. 

There 1nust be scl1ool time in God's family, 
and everything 1uust be fully teste<l and proved. 
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I£ walking vrith God, are we not consciou8 of 
l1ow little we are able to help one another ? 
Painful it is to see how well able we appear to be 
to find the weak points in one another. To tell a 
man he is at the bottom of a deep ditch is one 
thing, hut it is quite a11other to be able througl1 
grace to take him out of it. We 111ust know the 
hand and heart of God, and His sustaining po"rer 
for ourselves, and then we ca11 n1eet others in 
their varied circun1stances, and like a sk:ilful 
physician, we shall kno,v the relative value of 
each medicine, a11d be apt to apply then1. He 
must have gone to school in order to learn, and 
so must we, as it ,vere, walk this great hospital of 
suffering, that is, this present world, a11d taste 
the balm of consolatio11 ourselves, ere we can 
con1mend it to others. 

God was thinking of the Corinthians, tl2ey were 
in His mind, and therefore I-Ie says, as it were, 
I will take 1ny servant and pass him tl1rough the 
heights and depths, through every variety of 
circun1stance. (2 Cor. xi.) For what purpose? 
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In order that I may display in liini the power of 
Christ, and in order that the sa1ne power may go 
out through him and reach· the Corinthians. 
Paul is affiicted for the sake of the Corinthians ; 
this makes the position of the servant of Christ 
very solemn-the serva11t ought to be ready for 
everything. Some act as if they thought they 
could carry the world before then1 ; they are 
applauded, n1ade much of. This is the world's 
notion-the thought in Scripture of a servant 
is, one who su_ffers, not one who reigns, who 
goes thi--ough pressure and difficulty, evil report and 
good report. (2 Cor. vi.) He ought to be one who 
has such a hold �pon God, and who has God so 
before him, that he can say, " Here am I, send 
n1e," content to be placed in the furnace, that out 
of a broken heart, he may be able to minister the 
consolations of God. Was it said to Paul, " I will 
show hin1 how great things he n1ust do?" N o,-but 
"\\rhat he 1nust sz�fe1· for My na1ne's sake. It is 
not only a 111an's gift, or his words, but God takes 
np a man's person, and puts hin1 into every· sort 
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of up a11d down, tl1at lie may stand by the 
affiicted ones, and say, " This was my comfort in 
my sorrow." It is a lonely, quiet, unnoticed, 
and unknown path, but one of most precious 
blessing. When a person has lost his repu­
tation, his good name, if ever he had one, 
not only in the world, but even among the saints, 
·when a perso11 is in the shade, in the deeps with
Christ, it is an opportunity to see how near He
can come to him. "At my first answer, no n1an
stood with me," he was absolutely alone, and he
had not a hard thought about one of them. '' I
pray God that it- may not be laid _ to their 
charge." '' The Lord stood with me." Paul 
proved what God was. The time to learn the 
power, and the comforts, and the consolations, of 
Christ is the time when they are wanted, so "out 
of the eater comes forth meat," &c. 

Ver. 8. There is another thing, God has a reaso11 
in it all-a reason on our side for all the diffi­
culties and troubles, and a reason on Hi's own side.

First, on our side.-Tal{e Adam, _innocent in the 



THE FATHER OF MERCIES. 29 

garden of Eden, he did· not know what exercise 
was,-if we had no will against God, we should 
11ot have exercise; the stronger our will, tl1e 
greater the needs be for exercise. If a person 
says, "I never go through exercise," I should 
much fear he is led by his o,vn nat1u�al will, 
because we have two natures in us, and "the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh." Though you may not be con­
scious of it, yom" will may have gained the upper 
l1and ; the amount of exercise then is propor­
tio11ate to the amount of will ; Adam, innocent, 
had no exercise for a time, he does God's will; 
but we spring from Adam -fallen, though now we 
are in Christ, and our only power is by the Holy 
Ghost dwelling in us. Thus God puts His 
serva11t through death and resurrection, '' we had 
the sentence of death in ourselves .. " He puts us 
into death that we may trust I-Iim who is the 
resurrection, and know Him who is the life; this 
exercise keeps us on the watch, and subjugates us 
in 111any ways. Trouble is inte11ded to subdue and 
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quiet us, otherwise there is ever the danger that 
our will may be active. God hae 110 cure for it but 
death; our part is to bear about in our "body the 
dying of Jesus." God's part is to deliver us to death, 
and we apply the deatl1 of Christ to ourselves. What­
ever He died to, is tl1e measure of what we must 
renounce. God hands 11s over to clea.tl1 that we 
should not trust in ourselves: a n1a11 drowning 
needs a saviour and a deliverer,-rescue and help 
1nust come from outside. Never is the bright 
morning of resurrection know11 in the soul, except 
as we have passed through the gloon1y nig�ht of 
death, then what a,vaits us is the bright resurrec­
tion morn. The disciples n1et Jesus on the shore; 
in this case He had gone through cleatl1 for tl1en1, 
and they found He had everything prepared for 
them as delivered fron1 death. We n1ust go 
through the gloo1ny nigl1t, and tl1e dark11ess of 
the grave; we n1ust, as it were, be invested with 
the shroud, and go into the ton1b, but 011ly tl1at 
we may con1e forth and bloon1 i11 resurrection 
Leaut�r- I should be sorry to make a11yo11e 
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gloomy or depressed. vV e have nothing to do 
but to be passive in His l1and and not in anywise 
to be analysing the death we must pass through. 
1'Iay God keep each eye on tl1e resurrection morn­
ing. He is the God of the living; resurrection and 
glory is God's great thought both £or our bodies

in future, as well as £or our spirits now. He does 
£or llS morally in our history now what He will do 
lite1"ally in our bodies by and by; hence we go 
into death, in order that through it we may come 
out into the bright morning of resurrection. But 
there is God's side as well as ours; I say it with 
all reverence, these things are God's opportunity; 
His heart of love never overlooks the wants and 
woes of His own ; there are no broken hearts, or 
weeping eyes, in heaven ; and if tl1ere we1"e no 
trouble here, we should be debarred tl1e knowledge 
of how God Himself can draw near to the broken­
hearted one, and bind up his wounds. He says, 
as it were, "See l1ow I cttn co1nfort you!" as He 
said of Israel wl1om He has r1ever given up, '' As 
one whom his mother comforteth, so will I con1-
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fort you.'' It is evident enough how 011 our side 
there is necessity that we shot1ld have trials and 
sorrows, but if we tl1ink of the wilderness, its 
difficulties, exercises and griefs, we can also 
blessedly U11dersta11d how tl1ey afford Hin1 a11 
occasion of displaying His tenderness an1id then1 
all to us while in them, that He may prove to us 
how equal to every occasion His grace is, and 
how entirely He can go through every thing witl1 
us. '' I have surely seen the affliction of My people 
...... have heard their cry ...... I know their sorrows.'' 
He is all eye, all ear, and all knowledge, wl1en 
His people are afflicted, cry, or are sorrowful. 

There will be no occasion to display thi's grace 
ir1 heaven; there, tl1e absence of sorrow, suffering·, 
and death will mark: that scene, just as their pre­
sence here mark:s this poor world. vVhat a sig·ht 
to faith ! God turning the sorrows and afflictions 
of this poor world to His own account, and dis­
playing in them a tenderness and con1passion 
that overlooks none. He deligl1ts to show how 
He can l1eal a broken heart, as well as sustain a 
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weak body. The first is not beyond· Hin1, the 
second is not beneath Hin1. 

You remember how Joseph felt wl1e11 his 
brethren doubted hi1n, and gave hin1 no _credit for 
the affection of his heart ; his brethren reasoned 
thus, "Now Jacob our father is dead, Joseph 
will hate us, and requite us all the evil v.e haYe 
done to him;" they thougl1t of him as they would 
have acted; and he wept. Did he reprov� then1, 
or speak harshly to them? He spake kindly, or 
as in the margin, "he spal{e to their heart." We 
read in Hosea ii. 14, "I will allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 
unto her, and I will give l1er her vineyards fron1 
thence." 

Thus we see how that, literally, death will be 
Jehovah's ,vay of dealing with Israel in the future, 
as it is the way of the God and Father of the 
Lord Jesus Christ with His people, morally, now. 

May the Lord graciously incline· our hearts by 
His Spirit to accept His own blessed perfect ways 
with each one of us, for the Lord J csus Christ sake! 

D 





'l,HE TREASUllE, VESSEL, AND POWER. 
(2 C0r. iii. and iv.) 

THERE bas been a 111111:istry on this earth, which 
had its day and purport in the n1ind 0£ God; it 
was introduced at Mount Sinai by Moses; it 
carried the law, which claimed righteousness from 
man, and was in• form written on stone; it was 
thereby the knowledge of sin came in, and 
co�sequently it became a ministration 0£ con­
demnation and death. It is to this ministry 
these words refer, viz., '' If the ministration of 
death, written and engraven on stones, was 
glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
stedfastly behold the face of lVIoses for the glory 
of his countenance, which glory was to be done 
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a,vay, how shall not the ministration of the 
Spirit be rather glorious." 

It is of the deepest importance to remember 
that this ministry was suited to bring out the 
unwelcome but solen1n truth, that the trial oj 
man in ·the flesl1 only displa}red his entire and 
complete ruin; not only had man con1e sl1ort of 
the glory of God, but th8 reflection of that glory 
in the face of the mediator, carrying with it, as it. 
did, the claim £or righteousness from man, 
rep�lled him instead of attracting ; the glory of 
God in the £ace 0£ lVIoses, had the same effect as 
"the sound of the tru111pet and tl1e voice of 
words" at Mount Sinai. With regard to the 
first, Israel demanded that Moses should hide his 
face; with respect to the other, they entreated 
that the word should not be spoken to' tl1em any 
more. 

Moreover, tbis ministry being, as has been said, 
one of claims and demands fron1 man in the 
flesh, it could never be for1native i11 character or 
power; indeed, it would cease to be of its o,vu 
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nature were it to -produce in man that which it 
claimed from hin1 under the sanction of con­
demnation and the curse. To sum up, the11, 
respecting this 1ninistry, its sphe:re was tbe earth, 
its character,.-a principle of claim and demand, 
and its issues, bondage and death. 

Now the contrast to all this is, what is entitle(l 
in chapter iii. tl1e n1inistry of tl1e Spirit, as well 
as the-ministration of righteousness, and trre great 
point in the co11trast is that what - the first 
claimed, the second carried with it. The source 
of this ministry too, was very different from t11e 
former, as was also its basis. Its basis was the 
accomplisl1ed victories of the Son of God, who as 
Son of Man, glorified God on the earth, and 
:finished the work which was given Him to do. 
It is to this blessed culmination of all _ His 
obedience, He Himself refers as follows, '' Now is 
the Son of 1\fa11 glorified, and God is glorified in 
Him. If God be glorified in Hi111, God shall also 
glorify Him in Himself, a11d shall straightway 
glorify Him.'' (John xiii. 31, 32). 
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,ve know that this was spoken in anticipation 
of the sufferi11gs and judgment 0£ the cross, as 
well a.s the blessed procla1nation, in resurrection. 
and ascension, of how co1npletely and fully He 
had glorified His God and Father. The basis 
then of this 111-inistry £ro1n the heavens was the 
perfected. ato11ement of the Lamb 0£ God; 
therein was demonstrated the truth and love 
of God, as never declared before ; theTein was 
established a righteousness before God £or man, 
in perfect accordance with the claims of His 
throne ; a11d therein was judged sin, the world, 
and Satan. True it is, that He, in Whose 
precious deatl1 all tl1is was made good, died to 
establish it before God in co11sistency with His 
nature, yet He was raised from the dead on tl1e 
third day by tl1e glory of the Father, afterwards 
ascended into heaven, and is not only the one 
J\Ian no,v before God,-'' the last Adam"-but 
the One in and fron1 Whoso face the whole glory 
of the I .. ord 1 tow shines. 

But there is even more contrast in the consc-
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quence of these two ministries, for the effect of 
the first was bondage and conde111nation, as well 
as the entire absence of anything approaching to 
likeness to the mind and thoughts of God; it 
were impossible for the law from Sinai to be in 
any sense formative in its nature or effects; in truth 
we may say plainly, that if it in any sense 
irnparted to man, it would cease to be what it 
was in principle, a denzand upon man ; but not 
so this ministry from the heavens, the very nature 
of which is to impart and thus to be forinative. 
In this respect its contrast with the law is its 
glory. By what it ministers, viz., righteousness, 
and the Spirit, the believer is competent both as 
to title and power to gaze at the full and 
undimmed glory of God, as seen in the face of 
Jesus Christ, and thus the formative power of 
this ministry is maintained. Righteousness and 
the Spirit are the basis, transformation into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another 
is the result. What a blessed, wonderful ministry! 
Well may our hearts exclaim-Surpassing g�Iory ! 
excelling glory! 
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�o,v it is perfectly clear that, as another has 
truly expressed it-" A man of like passions with 
us, he (Paul), was one who in a wonderful 
1na1iner lived with God so as to carry out this 
1ninistry; he (Paul) laboured more abundantly 
than they all. Still what he ministered we 
receive; only he was a vessel filled in more than 
ordinary degree. But this san1e blessed truth, as 
it especially regards the testimony, is committed 
to us, whatever the sphere, wl1ether the greatest 
as an instrument or the least, and therefore the 
thing that he 111inistered is ours, so that we are 
vessels, each one in his own little measure, of that 
with which he was filled." 

It is very instructive to see in tl1e case of Paul, 
the double character of t·estin1ony, if I 1nay so 
say, which he was, as a vessel, called to bear. We 
read in Acts xxvi. 16, '' But rise, and stand upon 
thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee £or this 
purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness, 
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will appear unto thee." 
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We learn from this he was to be a minister and a 
witness, if I rightly apprehend the n1ind of the 
Spirit of God; the expression '' witness" meaning 
that he was to exemplify practically what he minis­
tered. What a wondrous calling, beloved friends,­
'Poor, feeble, failing man on this earth, now the 
vessel, and the" chosen vessel''. of heavenly glory, 
was to be in his own person the expression, as a 
witness, of that ministry to which he was called 
by the Son· of God, whon1 he had seen in the way. 
I cannot conceive anything n1ore wonderful than 
tl1e testimony of a witness; all are not called to 
be ministers, but I subn1it that every saint is 
called to be a witness, and I am bold to say the 
most telling and weighty n1inistry at this present 
time, is the silent, noiseless, but explicit unfolding 
in one's own person of this heavenly testimony. 
Oh, to be more like clay in the hands of the 
potter ; shaped and fashioned by I-Iis blessed 
hand as He I-Ii1nse]f pleases. The purpose of God 
as to His people being His witnesses here on the 
earth, is their being so controlled and handled 
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by Himself, that Ile can point to them as the 
living testi1nony to what His O¥lll Son from glory 
can effect for His people on this very earth. Now 
ju chapter iv., where the subject of the ministry 
is pursued practically in every detail, we find in 
verse 7, three distinct subjects, viz. :-"this 
treasure," " earthen vessels," "surpassingness 
(excellency) of the power." It is on my heart to 
say a little on eacl1 of these. 

" We have this treasure." I' do not believe 
'' this treasure '' is in tended to express the value 
of the possession to hi1n who has it, valuable 
though it be, but the intrinsic blessedness of the 
thing itself: this -treasure is described in verses 
4 and 6 ; it is, according _to verse 4, '' the radiancy 
of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ," 
as well as in verse 6, '' the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.'' What a treasure to enrich 
us, as well as for us to be enriched by! Nor is it 
loss wonderful and blessed the way in which we 
are taken possession of b)rit, hence we read-" Tho 
God who spake that, out of darlcness, light should 

I 
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shine, has shone in our hearts." The possession 
of this treasure is nothing less than a revelation 
of the Saviour i11 glory in us; producing, as illus­
trated in the history of the Apostle himself, a 
moral revolution in the subject of it: this, and 
this alone, takes the brilliancy out of the best here. 
I ask, can you say, as the Apostle did, " We have 
this treasure ?'' 

The next subject is the vessel, and the con­
trast is sharply marked between the treasure 
and the vessel in which it is lodged ; nothing 
could be more significant than the expression, 
'' earthen vessels," i.e., perishing vessels of clay; 
in human things, 1nan looks out £or a casket 
commensurate with the value and beauty of his 
treasure ; so much so, that . the brilliancy of the 
treasure is often obscured by· tl1 e n1agnificence 
of the casket,-but far otherwise is it with God; 
in His eye the treasure is everything, and the ves­
sel is selected with a view to the display of the 
treasure ; it is not the vessel holding the treasure, 
but the treasure governing the vessel, and dis-
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playing itsel£ through the vessel. Could a11ything 
be 111ore blessed? In verses 8 and 9, are set forth 
the in,vard and outward exercises to which the 
vessel is subjected, with a view to the display of 
tl1e treasure. Then in verse 10, we have the only 
power in our hands by whicl1 we can have com-
1non thought with God in His purpose for display­
ing tl1is treasure through us ; hence we read, 
"always bearing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus." Observe, it is not our dying, 
but the dying of Jesus, the practical application 
of the cross to every part of us; the death which 
alone could set us free fro1n all that was against 
us being 110w used by us to sile11ce all that would 
i11terfere with the display of tl1e life of Jesus in 
our 1nortal flesh. Wonderful object, wonderful 
power for accomplishing it; glory the starting 
point, but death the only road back to glory, and 
Christ the goal! And as we travel that road back: 
to the heaven we have co1ne fron1, His bleRsed 
purpose about us on the way is, to di.splay I-Iis 
o,vn Son in each one of His people, tl1is costly, 
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blessed trea.sl1re, placed designedly in these poor 
earthen vessels of ours. 

Lastly-, we· have a power working as "'·ell as a 
treas·ure shining, hence we have the word "-that 
the surpassingness of the power may be of God 
and not of us." vVhat wonderful contrasts are 
thus grouped together by the Holy Ghost; the 
costliest conceivable treasure to shine out througl1 
an eaTthen vessel, by the surpassingness of 
Almighty power ! 

This power, too, is displayed, at this present 
time, so differently from what we would naturally 
conclude ; there are two scriptures which speak 
of it in the manner of its energy, viz., Col. i. 2., 
" Strengthened with all might according to the 
power of His glory unto all patience (endurance), 
and longsuffering with joyfulness." These are 
the elements in which surpassing power declares 
itself in earthen vessels at this present time. 
The other ecripture is 2 Cor. xii. 9, "Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities 
tho.t tbe power of Christ may rest upon me "-i.e.,
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'' may pitch its tent over me." What a calling, 
beloved brethren, vessels in whom such a treasure 
shines, weak and feeble in ourselves, but so held 
by the treasure, and so wrought in and upon by 
surpassing power, Almighty energy, th�t Christ 
and Christ alone is seen and heard ; and each 
circumstance on the road to the Father's l1ouse, 
used up by Himself, and wonderful to- say, by us 
too, in fellowship with Him, that He may be 
magnified in our bodies · whether by life or by 
death. The Lord awaken our hearts to the 
dignity and glory of such realities, for Christ's 
sake! 



OUR PLACE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

IT would be in1possible to overrate the impor­
tance of the two great subjects which I propo.se 
to consider ; they lie at the basis of all true 
practical ·Christianity. It is equally important to 
understand the relation of the one as the other ; 
indeed, so essential is such apprehension, that it 
may be safely affirmed that, v\rhere the first i� 
not known, the second <loes not follow. Witl1 
regard to tbe place of the saint now, it is first of 
all to be understood that it is the exact contrast 
to all that belongs to nature. As born into tho 
world, we are lost, and in that state we have 
contracted guilt, and we are moreover in a world 
into which death has entered, and where death is 
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ran1pant. By nature then our condition is 
miserable, and this world, where we find our­
selves, is both blasted and blighted, and, from 
the standpoint of "under the sun," the testimony 
must be, "all is vanity and vexation of spirit.P 
Now out of this wretchedness and misery, God in 
mercy purposed to deliver us, and has accom­
plished all that was in His heart, in and through 
His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
deliverance out of our misery, most full and 
blessed though it i�, was not all His purpose, but 
introduction into all the blessedness of an open 
heaven through deliverance, and union by the 
Holy Ghost. with Him who died, and rose again, 
and ascended up on high. It is very wonderful 
how apt we are to limit what was in God's heart 
for us, and what has been accomplished and 
secured by the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus; and it is this very limit, beyond which 
so many. 11ever get, which is productive of the 
very painful and low type of practical walk to be 
seen all around us. It n1ay perhaps startle the 
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1�eader at first, to be told that forgiveness of sins 
is not ot itself power, nor can forgiveness of 
itself enable a man, i.e., give him power, to walk 
so as to please God. Forgiveness is relief, and 
blessed and needed relief too ; but power relates 
to my place in Christ, and the portion I have in 
Him. For example, when ,ve read in Col. iii. 5, 

"Mortify therefore your members whjch are upon 
the earth," &c., it is an exhortation flowing ot1t of 
the place we are in, and that place, as expounded 
in Col. ii. and iii., is dead and risen with Christ. 

It is all i1nportant and blessed to see that I get 
both relief and power frorn Obrist. The first 
relates to how He meets 1ne in my deep need ; 
the second has to do with the new place in 
Hin1self, into which He has brought me. Both 
are most blessed�y expounded in the parable of 
the Good Samaritan, viz., "bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own 
beast,"' &c. It is amazing how few there are 
who have laid hold b)r faith of the fact that the 
Christian has been transferred to a.n entirely new 

E 
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condition and place, in and by Christ; that a 
Christian is a man after another order of being 
altogether, sprung from the second Adam now, 
a� surely as,_by nature, he was of the first Adam. 
Oh, what a reality to tl1e soul is the deep 
blessedness of the fact that, as a Christian, I am 
now part of Him who said, '' Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die� it bringeth forth n1uch fruit.'' 
(John xii. 24.) ,Vho can overrate ·the_ magni­
tude of the fact that, as a Christian, I am sprung 
from Him-part of that fruit which His death 
has brought £01·th ? 

Then another truth, akin to this, and closely 
allied with it is, that a 1nan in Christ no ·more 
belongs to this world than he_ does to the man 
who, upon it, fell. 'I'he same precious death 
which severed his connection. with the one, has 
equ3:lly severed it with the other. This world, 
t.his ordered syste1n, which Satan is heading up 
against God -and His Christ, is no more 111y 
place; by the Cross it has been crucified to 1ne, 
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and I to it, by a double death, as it were, � 
ju�icial sentence passed upon it, and me. I an1 
for ever liberated from the slavery of being its 
friend. Blessed, wonderful emancipation ! reach­
ing up to the full tide of blessedness, when it is 
stated that His place, the One wl10 has risen 
fron1 the dead, has become, in sovereign grace, 
and. by union �ith Him there, ours, who are 
quickened togetl�er with Christ, raised up to­
gether, and· seated together in heavenly places in 
Christ. There remaineth nothing more for us to 
desire, .save to see Him face to face, and, in a 
body of glory like His own, to be with Him for 
ever. In the presence of such manifested purpose 
and favour, so wonderfully accomplished by Him, 
and bestowed upo11 us, the soul bows down in 
adoring wonder, worship, and praise. 

These two great kindred truths of which I 
have spoken, are very blessedly expounded in 
Ephesians ii. There the Christian is looked at 
as out of 1nan, and out of earth. In the closing 
verses of chapter i_., Christ, viewed as the glorious 
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Man, 1s set forth as the subject of the working of 
the mighty power of God, " who raised Hin1 
from the dead, and set Him at His own right 
:hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in tl1is 
wor�d, but also in that which is to come; and 
hath put all things under His feet, and gn.ve Hi111 
to be the Head over all things to the Church, 
which is His body, the fulness of Hin1 tl1at filleth 
all in all.'' Oh, the amazing brightness of the 
glory which shines in every line of this mag:ni­
ficent declaration ! If God had a man to turn 
out of Eden for disobedience, He has also had tt

Man te reward, who glorified I-Iim on the earth, 
even to death, the death 0£ the cross. He it was, 
and none else, who was raised and g·lorified, and 
all things set under I-Iis feet, and He, constituted 
"Head. over all things to the Church, I-Iis bod Jr, 
the £ulness of Him that filleth all in all." 

Then in chapter ii., we are introduced to the 
same power in operation, quic1{ening· the heirs: 



OUR PLACB AND ITS CONS.EQUENCl�S. 53 

to gi-v-e them a part and a place, in and with Him, 
so glo1�ified and exalted : and in order to set forth 
the blessed reacl1 of this power, the position i� 
which they are found is unfolded, viz., dead in 
trespasses and sins, wall{ing according to the 
course of this world, acoording to the prince of 
tl1e power of the air, the spirit working in the 
children of disobedience ; out of this state of 
death and distance from God, His power quick­
ened them, so that they have been also raised up 
together, .and seated together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jes11s. And in the ages to come, God 
will display in them the exceeding riches of His 
grace, in His kindness towards them through 
Christ �Tesus. Then in verse 11, He contrasts the 
two states, " At that tin1e," referring to their old 
condition, "ye wore without Christ, being alie:ri.s 
from the comrnonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of pron1ise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world, but now, ' 
referring to their new condition, " in Christ 
Jesus, ye who sometime were far off, ( i'.e., dis-
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pensationally, for, n1orall3T, a Jew waR no nearer 
than a Gentile), are made nigl1 by the blood of 
Christ.'' Blessed· contrast, ·and still n1ore blessed 
Person, in Whon1 and by \Vhom it has been all 
1nade good and sectn'ed ! 

There are some consequences which follow fi.,on1 
our being consciously in this place, whicl1 I will 
note here. There is superiority to circu111stances, 
as we pass along through this world, and there is 
rest amid the turn1oils and tro11bles to which we 
a1"e ever subjected in a region like this. Nothing· 
can carry the soul into the atmosphere of superi­
ority and �rest, but the divine consciousness, b�y 
the Holy Ghost, of our place in Christ, and our 
union with Him in glory. When these are so 
possessed, known, and enjoyed, rest and superi­
ority follow as divine consequences. No an1ount 
of effort can secure either; they are not to be ac­
quired by any artificial struggle; effort alway·s 
betrays weakne�s, and carries restlessness in its 
bosom. There is nothing 1nore distressing to ,vit­
ness than the 1norbid and oppressed strivings of 
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real and earnest souls after that which they make 
as truly a 1natter of attainment, as the sincere 
legalist does eternal life. The truth is, if a man 
is a Christian, he i_s in Christ, where Christ is, and 
the Holy Ghost dwells in him. He is out of man, 
and out of eartl1. Is there no sanctifying power in. 
this, where it is really and divinely apprehended 
and known ? I do not speak now of the mere 
assent of the understanding, but of the soul truly 
operated upon by these divine verities. The 
question has often been suggested to my own 
soul, whether there is not a danger of displacing 
the truth of God, by making us less the subjects 
of the Holy Ghost's power by means of the truth, 
and more the active party in the matter. I believe 
there is a tendency in many of us in this direetio11, 
and I cannot conceive any result that can follow, 
save failure of a serious nature. I do not for a 
n1oment deny that there is to be on our part de­
pendence and subjection, and that, too, kept alive 
constantly in our soul. All this most surely n1ust 
be found in connection with what I have already 



56 OUR PLACE AND ITi CONS'EQUE�CBS. 

spoken of, as well as "bearing about in the body 
the �ying o£ Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
1night be made manifest in our body," i.e. tl1e 
practical application of the death of Christ to our­
selves; but this in no sense traverses the truth we 
have been considering, but, on the contrary, coin­
cides and unites with it. Self-occupation, and 
"bearing about in our body the dying of Jesus," 
are as distinct as midnight and noonday; the 
latter, known, would strike at the root of the 
for1ner. Self-occupation is an indigenous plant; 
it is not only, in one of its aspects, the noxious 
weed, which grows rank in 1nany a field, and which 
is bran�ed and shunned, as sucl1, by aln1ost all ; 
but it is also, in another of its aspects, tl1e appar­
ently beautiful flower which fain would blosson1, 
and give forth a refreshing sweetness, and invite 
the passer-by to pluck and regale himself ,vith its 
rich perfume. 

Another consequence which follo,vs fron1 kno,v­
ing our place in Christ, is, practical separatio11 
from all around us. In proportion to the senoe 
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we have of being at home in heaven, do we prac­
tically walk, as from home, here on the earth. 
No one can 1nake himself a pilgrim ; no one can 
acquire strangership on the earth. The spirit 
and mind of Christ, as well as familiarity with 
tl1e place where He is, as our home, alone can 
impart the tone and character of pilgrin1s to us. 

Another consequence 0£ our place, known and 
possessed in the power of the Holy Ghost, is the 
manner in which everything connected with us, over 
which we have authority, is shaped and formed, 
so as to suit the truth which has suited us to itself. 
Our home relationships, our families, are not to 
be, a11d will not be exceptions in any wise, if the 
truth lays hold in po-\ver on ourselves. How de­
plorable the failure a1nongst us in this respect ; 
the world, sought for the £a1nilies of those who 
had surrendered it for themselves; prosperity, in 
respect of it, gloried in, even ,vhere this very 
success was Satan's blindfold to delude and des­
troy. After this fashio11, many a t.estin1ony has 
been ruined, 1nany a one, alas has the S)rrowful 
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eorrfession to n1ake, viz : '' They made me the 
keeper of the vineyards, but mine own vi11eyard 
have I not kept."· Alas, the children, the families, 
and households of the saints, are a great re·proach 
to the testimony. Other instances I could bring 
forward, but enough; it is self-evident that, if this 
heavenly position is maintained, neither pride, 
nor .love of the world, nor love of money, ,vill be 
tolerated ; it will operate upon us in ever)' di1·ec­
tion ·and on every side; it will permeate every­
thing; it will be seen in everything; both form­
ing and matming that which is of Christ in each 
of His beloved· people. The Lord give us to 
know this truth in reality in these last days ! 



OUR PORTION, AND I'"fS CONSEQUENCES. 

As we have just been considering our Place 
and the results of it, where it is consciously 
known and enjoyed in the soul, it would seem 
suitable to consider the Portion of the saint now, 
and some of its corresponding consequences. 

I tn1st we have clea1�ly seen that our. standing 
a11d place are in the second Adam, where He is, 
and not in any sense in the first. If this be not 
apprehended in the soul by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, everything else will be both vague and 
feeble; it is the divine platforn1 upon which: in 
gTace, we are set, and where we are. n1aintained 
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by the Spirit, in order to our enjoying and using 
all that is ours in Christ. 

There is a double danger, which it seems suit­
able to indicate here. First,-r.oeasuring the 
greatness and blessedness 0£ what we have in 
Christ, where He is, by any enjoyment of ours, 
be it ever so elevated; being in fact so one-sided 
about it, as to lead people to suppose that the 
possession of it depended upon the use of it, or 
the enjoyment 0£ it. 

Secondly,-overlooking the £act that earnest­
�ess and diligence 0£ soul, prayerful dependence 
of heart upon the Lord, arid counting on the 
energy of His Spirit, are all necessary in order 
that I may appropriate and use what is mine 
already; and thus discover the good of what is 
mine; like a man entitled to large estate�, 'vvho 
never knew the value of his property. until he 
lived on it, and worked it. 

It is an important thing to preserve the balance 
of truth in o�r souls, and to give every part of 
God's Word and revelatior1 its divi1tely ordered 
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place. Our Portion, then, is Christ Ilimself ! 
And what a portion ! 

Now, while it is blessedly true, that it is not in 
our power to foTfeit the possession of our Portion, 
or to lose it by any folly of ours, it is equally 
true that the realization of its blessedness, the 
satisfaction of enjoying it, the consciousness of 
our union with Him who is our Portion, all 
clepend upon ourselves. It is only by the Holy 
Ghost who dw�lls in us that we hav�· po:wer. I:f 
I.le be grieved, His witness in this respect is :for
the time lost . to us; in that case He witnesses
ag,ainst us, that the :failure which we have allowed
111ay be judged, and He be n"ee onco more to pass
the glories o:f Christ before our souls, and occupy
us with theru; thus have we fellowship with the
Fatlwr and His Son Jesus Christ, and thus our
joy is tu.II.

It is also important to observe that 01u" .Portion 
is our Object ; that which marks Christianity 
�pPcially is, that we are furnished with an Object 
in heaven, and a power in us and with us on the 
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earth. Nothing of this kind was ever kno,vn 
under the law; it proposed no object ot1tside of 
wicked self, and it supplied no power to meet its 
requu"ements, which were backed up with con­
de1nnation and d�ath. The new order of things 
tells of power at every turn, the power of God 
quickening, raising us up, seating us in heavenly 
places in Cm.'ist, oul' Portion and Object, and 
'' working in us.'' (Ephesians iii. 20.) That is to 
say, power surrou11ds us on every hand, but 
power equally works in us for the realization of 
the enjoyment of that for which power has laid 
hold of us. 

Now, it is important to remember that neither 
enjoyment nor realization are our Portion or 
Object, and yet the more earnestly our souls are 
fixed upon Him who is both, we do realize and 
enjoy, " Beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, (2 Oor. iii. 18,) secures two things to us:-

First.-Satisfaction of heart with Him on wl1om 
the eye of the soul is steadfastly· fixed. 

Second.-Transformation into tl1e same image, 
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from one degree of glory to another,-moral like­
ness to our Object and Portion. 
. Stephen_ in Acts vii., is a fine illustration of all 

this. Filled ·with the Spirit, he steadfastly gazed 
into the opened heavens, and there his eye 
was filled with Jesus in glory, his Portion and 
Object! No strife or clamorous uproar, which, like 
a ,v-all of fire, encircled hin1 around, could prevail 
tq turn his eye or heart from that blessed One 
who Himself filled them. No; he '' looked up 
steadfastly into heaven." There was his place, his 
home, his Portion, he is satisfied and at rest here 
on earth, from which he must shortly depart ; he 
shares the fortunes· of a rejected, crucified Christ ; 
hatred, enmity, and violence here, are the counter­
part of rest and satisfaction- there, and to him, 
too, they are the consequence of it ; these he 
accepts as tl1ose he enjoys. It is a wonderful 
scene to us, but how· heaven must have looked 
down upon it, who can tell? But this is not all; 
not only does he behold, but he is like the One 
into whose blessed face he looks; like Him who 
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said, "Father, forgi,e them;" he too, says, 
"Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." Truly, 
it is so ; "beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord," he was '' transformed into the same image 
:from glory to glo1--y." 

There is a beautiful illustration of our subject in 
Leviticus vii. 34, where we find that the wave 
breast- and heave �houlder of the peace offering 
were the appointed po1--tion of Aaron and his sons. 
"The wave breast and the heave shoulder have I 
taken of the childre11 o:f Israel, from off the 
sacrifices of their peace-offerings, and have given 
them unto Aaron the priest, and unto his sons, by 
a statute :fbr ever, from am·ong the children of 
Israel." What excellent things are here :for faith 
to feed upon ! 

The str.ength and the affections of Christ, as 
well as Himself in whom is our all. are the 
blessed Portion of His people. Of old, it "ras 
said of Israel, "The Lord's portion is His people." 
Now,· in the highest way, we can say, " The 
Lord is my portion, 0 my soul," "Christ is all 
ancl in all." 
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"niy Lord, my life, my rest, my shield, 

1\fy rock, my food, my light; 

Each thought of Thee doth canstant yield 
Unchanging, fresh delight.'' 

I shall very briefly note some of the conse­
que11c.es which would follow fron1 all this. 

lst.-With such a Port:on, things here would 
be eclipsed, and esteemed as dung and dross. 
The knowledge of Christ Jesus is the most excel­
lent of all sciences ; the possession of Him, true 
riches. Thank God, there is what another has 
designated as " the expulsive power of a ne,v 
affection," and, for the heart possessing this Por­
tion, and possessed by it, earthly themes no,v 
cease. 

An incident in David's history is an apt thougl1 
poor type of all this. When David returned to 
his own house after the death of Absalo1n, among 
the first to meet and bid him welcome, was 
Mephibosheth, ·the son of Saul. With genuine 
and true hearted loyalty, he carried in his very 
person the evidences of David's absence, while 
he was as yet a,vay (2 San1. xix. 24); but now 

F 
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that the king has come again to his own home in 
peace, l\fephibosheth's cup is full ; his Portion 
,vas in David hin1self; and because it is so, even 
the good things of David, the bounties and·favour 
of his hand, can he let go with a willing heart .. 
"Yea, let hin1 take all; forasn1uch as m�y lord 
is come again in peace unto his own house." 

2nd.-One othe1" consequence is, the way in 
which every part of our history· here is used up by 
us to show the good of what we have in our Por­
tion; there is not one trial too many, not one 
sorrow .too grievous, for the heart that is possessed 
by Christ, to manifest the value and blessedness 
uf Him who is our Portion, and our conpensation 
in every grief and perplexity. l\1ay the Lord 
give us to abound and have all things, in having 
I-Iin1self, until "re see His face, are like Hin1, and
\Yith II in1 fur ever I



SURPASSING GLORY AND SURPASSING 

POWER. 

(2 Cor. iii. 7-iv. 9.) 

THERE is a great contrast introduced in this third 
chapter between the ministry which had its day 
on this earth and that ministry which is now in 
progress, and, I may say, very near its close. It 
is of importance to understand what is the char­
acter and nature of these t,vo ministries. 'l'hey 
are in complete contrast, the former not answer­
ing in any measure to the latter. There is a dis­
tinct and definite ministry from heaven at this 
present mon cut, ,vhich has £or its· object a forn1a-
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tive character in God's people. There are t,vo 
things that stand out very prominently in this 
n1inistry in contrast with the for1ner ministry; and 
when I speak of that, of course I refer to that 
,vhich "'ras instituted on this earth at �fount 
Sinai, given to JVIoses witl1 a distinct and highly 
definite Plll"pose of God in it. These two things 
which mark the present ministry from the heavens 
are quite apart from, and not to be found in, the 
ministry from Sinai. They are spoken of in 
this third cl1apter, and cannot have escaped yotu· 
attention: they are liberty and a formative efficiency. 

These are the great characteristics of the present 
ministry. I will speak presently of what the 
purpose of God is with respect t.o the character 
which this is intended to produce in God's people; 
but these are the two great features of it : liberty 
in contrast with bondage, and a for1native power 
in contrast with the entire absonco of anything· of 
the kind in the ministry fron1 Sinai. 

To be simplo about it: wl10n tl10 111inistry of 
Sinai came, it "ras e1nbodied in tho ton comn1a11d-
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1nents, wl1ich ,ver� written upon tables of stone, 
and were given by God in the character of one 
,vho was 111al{ing a de1nand upon man as he was, 
he being incompetent to answer to it. That was 
tl1e special cl1ar�cteristic of it. - It was God de­
manding ; God come to look for that which. man 
had not to give. He looked, for instance, for 
righteousness, but man had none ; Re looked for 
a character suitable to Himself in the then revela­
tion of His character, but man had not that suit­
ability; and the consequence was that man, being 
unable and inco1npetent to render to God what 
God was claiming from him, fell under the con­
demnation and power of death which was at­
tached to that ministry. Hence it was "the min­
istration of death." ( chap. iii. 7.) 

And that must be always a ministry of deatl1 
which mal{es a den1and upon 1nan in the flesh. 
I do not care what it is ; even the most exalted 
ministry that could be conceived from the heavens, 
if that ministry were to con1e and claim from us 
011 the ground of what we are, it would be a 1nin-
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istration of death, just as �inai ministry was. 
The moment a de1nand is 1nade upon man as he 
is, that instant condemnation is fixed upon the 
creature on whom the de1nand is made. That is 
the special mark of what we may now call tl1e 
Sinaitic mi11istry-that worn-out system which is 
now passed away, in God's grace. The conse­
quence of that ministry was bondage and not 

--- liberty; hence you see the apostle, in contrast­
ing it here in. this chapter, says, '' The Lord is 
that spirit." It should be a small s; it is not the 
Holy Ghost : what he means to say is that the 
Lord is the spn .. it of all that is in the Old Testa­
ment. You will find certain things represented 
in the former thing, in the. way of types, a11d so 
on; but the spz'rit of it all was the Lord Himself. 
Then you have the Holy Ghost in the next clause, 
"Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." 
This marks the new position in connection with 
this new ministry. The Holy Ghost is there ; 
but i£ the Holy Ghost be there, then there must 
have been previously a 1ninistration of the very 
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thing that was formerly demanded, na1nely, right­
eousness ; because it is the n1inistry of righteous­
ness, and glory, and the Spirit, in contrast with 
the n1inistry of bondage, death, and condemnation. 

Well, now, that is simple enough, at least as 
to the doctrinal part of it. The previous order 
of things, and, I may sa_y·, that which people 
want to revive in a mongrel way now, consisted 
in God making demands upon man in the flesh ; 
and, if God do so, man must necessarily come 
into the condemnation which inevitably flows 
from it, for he has no- righteousness for God; he 
is in unrighteousness. But now what comes out 
is this: that God, fron1 the glory, from the very 
place where that blessed One is at the right hand 
of God, 1ninisters to a creature upon this earth a 
righteousness that he had previously deniandecl

froni him. He rninisters it to lii1n, instead of look­
ing that man should be �up to the glory of God, 
£ro1n which he had fallen so far short. It is a 
ministry of glory, and of righteousness, and of 
the Spirit ; that is, the Holy Ghost is the charac-
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teristic power� of everything which is based upon 
this righteousness-the pedestal upon which it all 
stands. 

But there is something more, an exceedingly 
blessed and important elen1ent, in this second 
1ninistry, far beyond even �rhat I have spoken of 
as to righteousness and the Spirit. It is its for­
Jnative power; the effect of being under the 1nin­
istry of glory is to be transformed into the like­
ness of the blessed One in whose face the glory 
shines. The law never did that. The law never 
n1ade a man lj.ke itself, but conden1ned hin1 for 
his unlikeness. It cursed hi1n on account of his 
shortcomings ; and let 1ne say, that if it did not 
do that, it would cease to be the law. You will 
thus see the folly of taking a,vay the l)enalties of 
the law. What good would it be if they were 
taken away ? If you talre away the pe11alties of 
the law you destroy tho whole power of it. 'fl1e 
la\"\r, wit11out its necessary penalties, is a n1iser­
able thing, good £or nothing. Tl1e principal con­
stituent elen1ent of law, its cl1aractoristic, its very 
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nature, was tl1is, that it conde1nned man for being 
:,hort of its requirements. Man was short of the 
chief rP-quirements of the law of God, and it con­
demned him necessarily because of it. 

What is it that suits a poor wretched creature 
now, in the full consciousness of his shortness, 
a11d inability, and feebleness? Just this, that 
the very thing that he had not for God, God has 
for him! �1:an had no righteousness ; God gives 
him righteousness._ I-le was under bondage; God 
gives him ·liberty. He could not stand in the 
presence 0£ the glory; God 1ninisters glory to 
him. And the necessary consequence of that is, 
the forniative power of which I was speaking. 

I ask you affectionately, are you in the liberty 

of that ministry? Do you know, in your soul 
aD:d in your conscience, the liberty that comes 
from being under that ministry? That you have 
got a righteousness which is suited to the pre­
sence of God, and that the glory fron1 ,vhence 
that righteousness is ministered to you, and the 
One ·ii1 whose face the whole glory of God shines, 
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is just the One who suits you ; and besides that, 
as you look at that blessed One in all the glory 
of God ,vhere He is, do you know the transform­
ing power and effect 0£ that vision, producing in 
its feeble measure (because of the vessel upon 
which it acts) something 0£ the likeness of Christ, 
'' changed into the same image from glory to 
glory"? 

You see, it is a wonderful thing to think of, 
what the purpose of God is about it ; and this is 
where the deficiency is· in every one of our souls. 
The thought of God is to have a_ people-on this 
earth walking in the steps of His own Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the heavens. That is His 
thought, His present thought about His people ; 
and if you and I have not in our souls the sense 
of that, that God is seeking to have a people 
upon this earth, in their feeble measure the re­
flection of His own Son in the heavens, l1ow can 
we have that communion witl1 God which appre­
hends His things ? If the thought of G0d be to 
have a heavenly people upon this earth, in the 
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life of His Son, you cannot go on with this world; 
and if this be not God's thought, what is? If 
God be seeking to have a heavenly people, a 
people in their practices, and ways, and walk, 
and character, and relationships, heavenly, if that 
he His thought, the11 we cannot possibly go on 
with the world. I do violence at once. to the 
purpose of God if I do. 

If we mean to go on with the world, I think it 
would be far more honest if we said, '' No, God 
has not sucl1 a thought in His mind at all. His 
purpose is to have a people here to enjoy the 
world as much as they can ; that is His pm"pose." 
I think it �s a great deal better that we should 
be honest with our hearts and consciences. There 
is nothing God hates and detests so n1uch as un­
reality. The great thing that Ro is looking for 
in His people is reality, and not to be trifling 
w:th conscience about these things. Better for 
you to give a denial to the fact, and say, "God 
has no such purpose; Christ did not go up to 
h8aven to form a people like Himself, and the 
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Holy_ Ghost did not come dow11 to keep a people 
.like Christ." It is better to say so at once, and 
then go hard and fast with the world. There '1s 
nothing so miserable and detestable as a sort of 
truckling. with this wretched, polluted world, 
taking just as much of Christianity as you think 
will suit you. This is exactly what people are 
doing. rrhey take just as much of the truth of 
God as they tp.ink will put some sort of status 
upon them ; but the part that cuts them, that 
strips them of the thing their heart clings to, they 
turn it aside. It reminds me of what used to be 
done in days gone by, and is even now very 
co1nmon : people take and read the word of God 
-the Old Testament; they find 111ost ,vonderful
promises and blessings, and v\ronderful prospects
for the Jew, and they take them to then1selYes
with the most perfect self-complacency; but what
is done with the curses? They quietly leaye
those. This is exactly what people are doing
with their consciences with 'reference to the truth.
They take as 1nuch of tho truth of God as suits



SURPASSING GLORY AND SURPASSING POvVER. 77 

them (what a terrible snare it is!), just as much 
as will make their consciences easy to go on with 
the devil and the world ; but the part that cuts 
them asunder, that exposes them for their world­
liness, that brings them in as short of this won­
derful testimony, and shows them up with the · 
light of God streaming upon them in all its 
brightness and glory-they turn aside from that. 
Believe me, you must either take Christianity or 
leave it. You cannot mix Christianity and earthly 
religion. 'l'his is what people are trying to do, 
but it is the destruction of the testimony of the 
people of God in these last times where it is the 
case. They are semi-Christians and semi-Jews. 
'11hey find that God gave certain things to a 
people on this earth, and they take them for them­
selves, thus setting aside th0 heavenly character 
of the testimony comn1itted to them. 

But when I open such a Scripture as this, for 
instance, a Scripture that shows n1e the beloved 
Son cast out of this earth, rejected, refused, and 
despised, spit upon by the world and the people 
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of the world, and the glory of God put_ in the 
face of that blessed One up there whom 1nan des­
pised, I have no question whatever about the 
character of the ministry, and about the character 
0£ the glory. The very rejection of Christ upon 
the earth, and the very glory... of Christ in the 
heavens, opens 111y heart to all the liberty that is 
up there, but equally shuts me up to the narrow­
ness 0£ His path down here. You cann.ot help it. 
And therefore I feel it is really of moment to 
bring people at issue with their consciences about 
it ; and I do feel it is a sole111n. thing to stand 
here and tiay it; I feel, before ·God, it is a veryr

re�ponsible_ thing, to speak any word for God in 
� uch a mon1ent as this ; but there is nothing that 
is working more mischief and n1ore harm at the 
present time amongst the people of God than that 
�ort of half-and-half bowing to the truth .. 'l,here 
is a ,vant of straightforward, open facing of the 
question with conscience, a turning aside of the 
edge and power of the word 0£ God from tho 
soul. And not only so, but some are positively 
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seeking by tl1e Scriptures to vindicate this de­
gradation of the truth of God. I say it is a very 
solemn thing, and one which--everyone of us ought 
to seriously lay to heart. Do we really mean to 
be governed in our ways by the thoughts· of God? 
l\Iay He give you and me a firmer grasp in our 
conscience as to what the character of the thing 
is that He has introduced from heaven, in cqn11ec­
tion with the glorified 1\-fan up there! His pur­
pose is to- find down here on this earth a people in 
son1e little measure after the fashion of that blessed 
One who is -in glory. That is His purpose and 
thought. 

And therefore you get that verse of the third 
chapter, which conies in in connection ,vith this: 
" We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
glass the- glory of the Lord;" not l�ke Moses, who 
had his face covered that the children of Israel 
could not look upon it. You re1nember the cir­
cumstance which the Holy Ghost refers to. l\,foses 
went up to the n1ount to receive the tables of 
testimony, and ,vhcn he came down the second 
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time, his face shone ; and the shining of Moses' 
face, as he can1e do,vn, "\\'"as the :!:·eflection of the 
condemning power of that la'-tv which n1an could 
not stand, and therefote he covered his face, 11ot 
when he went into God, but when ho came out to 
man. l\1an could not look at l1im, because every 
ray that shone from that face n1ade a demand 
upon man ,vhich he could not rneet. But here is 
a more brilliant glory : a glory that shines, not 
fron1 the face of a poor weak man like l\Ioses, but 
the wl1ole glory of God itself, the unsullied 
radiancy of His glory, the shining forth of the 
kno,,1ledge of the glory· of God in the face of Hi& 
own Son. Is not that a ,von<lerful thing, that 
you are positively capable of loo1�ing at the 
radiancy of the glory of God as it streams :frorn 
that blessed face? Capable of gazing· at it! 
Why ? Because I have g·ot righteousness under 
my feet instead of concle1nnation, and tlie Hol:· 
Ghost in me instead of my being in bondage; antl 
every ray of glory that shines fro1n that blessed 
face in the heavens is tho reflection to 1ny soul of 
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the completeness, and sufficiency, and fulness of 
His finished work-the eternal pedestal of blessed-
ness He has set me upon. 

But there is more than this. As I look at 
that glory it has a forniative power in me. I 
tell you, beloved brethren, and I say it to 1nyself, 
as well as you, what we all stand in need of (I 
speak especially to those who have a genuine 
desire in their souls to be a little more after the 
power of this ministry) is, to be long enough in 
the presence of that blessed Christ who is glori­
fied to catch the features of that Christ, and so 
have Him engraven upon -the " fleshy tables of 
our hearts." That is what is wanted. It is not 
an effort. You might try to be like Christ in glor}r 
until you were worn out with trying, and yt u 
would not catch one feature of His. The very 
fact of your striving proves your inability. But 
,\That is it? It is a thing that nobody can 
explain. I do not believe you can ever convey 
to another what it is to sit engrossed with that 
blessed One who is there in glory. Who could ex-

G 
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plain it ? It is a thing that a person may speak of 
out of the fulness of his own heart; but who 
could convey either the satisfaction of it, or the 
effect of it upon 9nesel£, individually ? The word 
of God speaks to me of the fact, but there is no 
man living, nor has the:te been one, who could 
convey to another, be he ever so intelligent, or 
spiritual, or earnest, the sense which his heart gets 
while he sits as clay in the hands of that glorious 
potter. It is impossible to describe it

,. 
and yet 

tt is a real£ty. It is a reality, that the person who 
sits in the company and presence of the glorified 
Christ, insensibly to himseli, contracts n1oral 
likeness to Him. 

When Moses came down from the mount, 
though it was the. mount of condemnation, there 
was a glory streaming from his face which no one 
could look at; but there was only one man in the 
whole of that company who was insensible to the 
fact that there was glory in his face, and that 
was himself. vVhere did he get that glory? He 
went up and he was alone with God in the. 
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mount, and tl1e glory, though it was connected with 
the ministry 0£ condemnation, was reflected upon 
his face whe11 he went down. You and I, with 
unveiled £ace, no v�il- either on us, or on that 
blessed One up there ( £or I think the passage will 
bear the thought 0£ that,) there is neither the veil 
upon Christ nor upon us, everything is open, un­
veiled ; and, as we by faith look at that blessed 
One, as we sit before Him, as we are suffiyiently 
passive in His presence, He is engraved on our 
hearts by the Spirit, and when we come down 
there is the reflection upon us. 

You know. perfectly well what it is to meet a 
person who gives your heart the sense that he has 
been with Christ, who reminds you 0£ Christ. 
But how seldom is it the case ! What I feel so 
deplorable, and what one mourns over, is that, 
even with reference to the very best of things, 
we leave so much the impress 0£ ourselves upon 
them, instead 0£ Christ. That is what is so sad. 
In what is done £or Christ, we are more impressed 
with the one who is doing it than the One for 
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whom it is done. What one longs for, what 
one's heart yearns after, is to be just like clay in 
the hands of the .pot�er, as our h3�1n11 expresses 
it: 

" Thou art the potter, we the clay." 

God's thought is that we should be as clay, 
absolutely passive, so that the potter might leave 
the mark of His own beautiful hands upon us. 
What � wonderful thing it would be i£ that were 
the case with us, as we move through· these scenes 
_of sorrow, and difficulty, and trial, and tempta­
tion, and besetment, surrounded by all that is in
this poor, wretched, miserable world, which the
devil will head up with his masterpiece of iniquity·
against Christ ; if we were distinguisl1ed, not so
much by what we say and do, as by the way that
hand governs us, controls us, guides us-the hand
of the potter. That is the meaning of this last
verse of the third of Corinthians. As I said
before, it is not effort, it is not grasping after
something, it is not seeking to possess yourselves
of anything, it is simply this-" We all, with
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unveiled face, bel1olding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image." 
That is the clay entirely under the l1and of the 
blessed potter. 

It is a wonderful thing that God should take 
such a thing as clay to reflect His glory in. I 
will speak of that more fully presently; but what 
I wa1?-t to press now is that there is this formative

power in this ministry. Instead of demanding 
or seeking for anything from us, it brings to us 
from the ·heavens the thi11g we could not give, 
and besides that, it transforms us into the image 
and likeness of Christ, as we are sufficiently like 
clay in His hands. 

Now, rnay I ask you affe�tionately-and I do 
not want to make anybody_ depressed or morbid 
-but I ask you, l1ow mucl1 of yotu .. time do you
really sit down in the Lord's presence? How
much ·time and leisure have you, not 1nerely
from the business of this world, but even sup.:­
posing your service is for the Lord, how 1nuch
time have you for this that I am speaking of ?
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Do you not k11ow that i11 order that there may be 
great outgoings, there n1ust be great incomings ? 
There will be no outshining, if there is not in­
shining\ What is it then ? Si1nply this, that my 
heart and soul have leisure enough, both from 
the things without a11d ,vi.thin, to sit down in the 
solitude of the presence of that blessed, holy, 
glorious Person who is in l1eaven, finding, my de­
light in Him for His own sak:e. Now what do 
you and I know about that ? What do we know 
positively, in our own souls, of that blessed, 
wonderful retiren1ent, sitting in the co1npany of 
Christ, blind to all else save His beauty and His 
g·lory, deaf to every otl1er sound bl1t tl1at of His 
voice? 

'' Oh for a heart submissive, meek, 

:My great Redeemer's throne, 

Where only Christ is heard to speak, 

Where Jesus reigns alone." 

Would not a perso11 fresh .fron1 a scene like that 
be redolent of Christ ? 

Su1ne one 011ce said to me, spen king of a11other, 
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"I like to be in the company of So-and so." I 
replied, "Why?" The answer was, " Because 
he always remin�s me of a third person." "Who 
is that?" " The blessed One in glory." Oh, 
what a blessed thing it is to walk through this 
world, and as we meet each other, in our busi­
ness, our households, or domestic relationships, to 
1"emind each other of that One in glory, to have 
the fulness of that Christ in measure reproduced 
in poor, wretched creatures like you and me! It 
is a most blessed thing-the most 1narvellous 
ministry that could be conceived. 

Well, now, if we come to th� fourth chapter, 
there are only three things I will speak of in 
connection with this ministry. They are in the 
seventh verse. He says, "we have this treasure," 
nnd it is "in earthen vessels," and there is what 
is called "the excellency of the power," or, as I 
believe it should be, "the surpassi'ngness of the 
power." 'fhese are three wonderful t.l1ings to 
get before our thoughts. 

"This treasure," what is it? I do not think 
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the treasure is so much the estimate that my 
heart forms of Christ, as the value that God has 
found in Him. That is the reason, I believe, 
why it is called a "treasure." I do not deny tl1e 
fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is to be a treasure 
to His people, because you get the Scripture else­
where: "Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also ; " but here the treasure, 
which is, of course, Christ, is presented more as 
it is looked at from God's side. It is the treasure 
in God's estimation. It is what the thought 0£ 
God is as to this blessed One. Christ is His

treasure. How did that treasure come into the 
vessel ? Look at the sixth verse £or a moment. 
He says: "For God, who commanded that out of 
darkness light should shine, hath shined in our 
hearts, for the shining £orth of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 
That is the way the treasure cornes in. It is not 
that I have possessed myself of the treasure. It 
is a wonderful thing-it sustains one's heart-to 
think of the sovereignty of the grace of God; 
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to think of that sovereign grace in its actings, as 
well as its purposes. How, tl1en, did this treasure 
find its way into our · hearts ? Let me ask, how 
did light come into this dark world ? Remember 
this, the sun was not the creature of tl1e first 
day; it w�s created afterwards. How then did 
light come? What was the light of the first 
three days in the old creation? This: '' God 
said, Let there be light; and light was." Just so 
spiritually in our hearts : God, in His wonderful, 
blessed, sovereign way 0£ dealing, God Hi1nself, 
who commanded that out of darkness light should 
shine, is the God who has shone in our hearts. 
It is not merely a ray from Him, or some 
emanation from Him, but God Himseli shining ; 
that is a very different thing; God Himself shin­
ing in a man's heart, in all His blessed illumin­
ating power, for, or in order to, "the ah.ining 
forth of the radiancy of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.'' 

Take an instance of it. This ve�--y Saul of 
Tarsus himself, 011 the road to Dan1ascus, a perse• 
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cutor, who had never had a good thought of 
Christ, nothing but hatred, a man who thought 
he ought to do n1any things contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth, suddenly, in a moment, 
without the slightest warning, saw " a light from 
heaven above .. the brightness of the sun," a light 
that put out the sun, shining in his noonday 
splendour, and a Saviour in glory was revealed 
in his soul. He is thus the living instance of the 
way this blessed treasure is deposited in a man's 
soul. Paul hin1self, who was writing this, is the 
living instance of the way in which Goel would 
command the light to shine out of darkness in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Cl1rist. Tl1 e 
whole glory of God is thus expressed. 

And you. cannot understand one single thing 
about the glory of God, except as you u11clerstand 
how it is seen in the £ace of Jesus Christ, and it 
is in the presence of that glory that 111y conscience 
is dealt with ; and if �you think )rou can learn 
God in any other ,va)r, )rou aro seriousl3r n1istaken, 
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because the moment you bring your understand­
ing or your mind to bear upon the things 0£ God, 
apart fro1n your conscience, there is the greatest 
danger of shipwreck as to faith. I£ I really see 
the whole glory 0£ God shining in the £ace 0£ 
Jesus Christ, I cannot help being challenged in 
the depths of my conscience, and that is the 
blessedness of it. There are royal roads to learn­
ing in other things, but not in this. The moment 
you have to do witl1 God and Christ, you are con­
victed, and the earliest expression of your heart 
in the presence of that glory must be, '' I abhor 
1nyself." And yet, as I said, this leads to confi­
dence, and is the only thing that is fornzative u1 
our hearts. 

That is the first thing. Next observe where 
this treasure is placed ; that is the second point 
in the verse: '' We have this treasure in earthe11 
vessels." You n1ay have often observed that 
when n1an has anything valuable, he generally· 
encases it in something that is far more valuable. 
The outside coverings of 111a11's valuable things 
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are generally a great deal more brilliant and 
valuable than the thing that is inside. The 
casket eclipses the jewel. Not so with God. ·He 
takes His treasure, the costliest thing, the most 
valuable and precious to Him, and puts it in the 
most contemptible vessel that you could conceive, 
that is, a poor, fragile ves8el of clay. This is 
what he calls an earthen vessel; a poor, perishing, 
fragile vessel of clay. 

But then He has a purpose in this; it gives 
Him the opportunity of doing. two things. First 
His delight is to rnake everything of tlze treasure,

and second, He is pleased to bring out the sur­
passingness of the power. There is not only the 
surpassing glory of the treasure, but the surpasR­
ing power with which He works in the vessel­
the vessel broken to atoms ; indeed, 11ot , wort11 
anything until it is broken to pieces; but behin(l 
this poor vessel there is surpassing power. Thi.:, 
indeed, is a wonderful sight to look at. Tho 
whole power of God go�s along witl1 the poo:. 
vessel, into which He puts this treasure. " Me



SURPASSING GLORY AND SURPASSING POWER. 93 

have this treasure in earthen V'essels, that the 
surpassingness of the power should be of God 
and not of us." But we have not only to accept 
the breakings that God brings upon us ; but 
beside that, and in addition to that, we must 
keep the sentence of the cross, the death of 
Clu .. ist, which has given us· liberty from the con­
demnation to which we were exposed-we must 
keep that death upon ourselves. God breaks the 
vessel; but we must keep the sentence of death 
upon it as well, in order '' that the surpassing­
ness of the power may be of God and not of us.''_ 

I do not pursue this further, but would ask 
you to thi�k of these three things which are 
connected with this ministry: first, the vessel of 
clay, just what you and I are; secondly, a 
treasure placed in it of surpassing glory; and 
thirdly, a power that is surpassing in its efficiency 
bekind it; and that power ever working in company 
with nothingness and weakness and self-abnega­
tion, as well as a complete, utter, thorough denial 
of the flesh and the world. You cannot have 
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power otherwise; and there is n·o manifestation 
of Christ, 110 shining forth of Christ, except as 
this vessel is entirely as clay in tl1e ha·nds of the 
potter. There is no shining in, or shining out 
either. It n1ust be clay for Christ, the treasure, 
to shine into, and clay for tl1e Holy Ghost to 
bring the· features of Christ out of, so that others 
1nay see them. 

rrhe picture alluded to here is no doubt Gideon's 
army. They put the light into the pitcher, but 
the light never shone out until the pitcher ,vas 
broken. They had to break the pitcl1ers, an<l 
then the light shone. And no doubt the Spirit 
of God alludes to that fact l1ere. You have the 
shining in of the glory, and you have tl1e surpas ·­
ing power working that it n1ay shine out. 'l'hc�o 
two things go together, nan1ely, tl1e g-lor:y-- of Gou 
i11 the £ace of Jesus Christ shining' into our poor 
earthen vessels, or pitchers, and tl1e surpa::;�ing 
power of God that works througl1 these vessels 
for the display of the brilliancy of Clirist. 

I-low little our heart:5 are really up to God's 
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wonderful purpose in giving such a ministry as 
this from those opened heavens ! How little of 
affection there is in our hearts to enter into the 
purpose of God and into His thought, that, in a 
world which rejected His Son, cast Him out, de­
spised Him, nailed Him to the cross, there should 
be those who should be the expression, the mani­
festation of that blessed, wonderful One whom 
the world rejected, but whom God glorified. Do 
your hearts desire that ? Is that what you long 
for? Is that your purpose and object? Is that 
what you propose to yourself? God will help 
you i£ you have such purpose of heart. Can you 
say to Him, I have only one desire, that I should 
be upon this earth a vessel in whom the displa:-y 
of the glory of Thy Son, the Lord Jesus Chris� 
should be found in every circumstance here? God 
delights to help us, and you will have the com­
fort, the sustainment, of being in communion with 
His thought. I do not know any greater comfort 
in the whole word of God. Oh, the blessedness 
and rest of .having, through grace, common mind 
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with the Lord in any little measure ! God and 
His people of one mind about those things that 
relate to the glory of His Son. It is most won­
derful grace on His part to bring" us into such a 
place that we can have like mind with Him, and 
to enable us by such su-rpassz'ng power. 

Suppose I see-one turning his back upon everJ�­
thing in this world, who looks for nothing in it, 
,vho has no interests here, who does not expect 
anything, and would not take anything fro1n the 
world. I say, What surpassing-- power i8 dis­
played in that man ! I£ I see . a poor, feeble 
creature lying on a bed of sick11ess, racked with 
pain, the poor body pressed down '\Yith di�ease, 
n1orn, noon, and night, and one v?ho n1ig·hi be 
tempted to s3:y, What good am I, a trial to ever}�­
one about· me, and a burden to 1nysel£ ?-yet if I 
see, amid all the weariness and pain, instead of con1-
plaint, satisfaction, instead of querulousues�, rost 
and quietness, instead of quickness of ten1per, the 
blessed manifestation of Christ in meekness and 

. 

endurance, I say, What a surpassing power there 
is there! 
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-

That· is what this ministry is able to do,. be-
loved friends, and that is Go-d's thought about 
us in relation to it. There is not a cirC;uinstance 
in life, or ,a detail in our-· history, or a position 
that- we can be called into, whether sickness.or 
l1ealth, pain or its absence, pro8pe1-ity or loss, 
trial or Aase, there is not a single thing too man3r

for tQe one "1ho is satisfied to be clay in· tho 
hands of surp�ssing power. And n1ore than that, 
it is in these very circu1nstances that Christ is 
endeared to us, for He alone is our sufficiency £01

all. Also, it is wfzere we are, not where ,ve would 
be, that the blessed God desires to have His S011

. 

seen 1n us. 
This i� the testimony that is really lacking at 

this moment. Every one has heard llS speak of 
doctrines, and we are supposed to be clear about 
them, but people are a1nazed to see so little of the 
doctrines practised, because they fail to see any­
thing correspondingly in us. Oh, for the n1ani­
festation of the truth,· that exhibition of Christ 
which would stop the 1nouth of the rejecter, and 

H 
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commend itself to the consciences of men ! And 
hence, says the Holy Ghost, " by manifestation of 
the truth commending ourselves to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God" (ver. 2). Men 
would be forced to say, Though I hate those peo­
ple because they are so narrow, yet at the same 
time my conscience is bound to give this testi­
mony, that they seek to please God. Herein jg

the erliciency of the power manifested, that in 
every circumstance, every service, everything I 
have to do, I am to be an expression of the skill 
of the hand that is handling me. 

The LoTd, by His Spirit, give our hearts to 
desire to be His handywork, to say in reality, and 
to act it as well, Lord . Jesus, take me, and form 
me after the :fashion of Thine own heart, place 
me where Thou wilt, only grant me this desire, 
that Thou mayest be magnified in my body, 
,vhcther I live or die ! Oh, may our hearts prize 
more than ever this blessed ministry, characterized 
as it is by such glories as we have had before us I 



THE ARTIFICIAL 4i\.ND THE SPIRITUAL. 

(2 Cor, iii. 18.) 

IT is very clear and distinct, feeble though the 
measure be in which the soul apprehends it, that 
it is only as ,ve are occupied with Christ where 
He is, that we are like Hi1n in our ways. "But 
we all, with open £ace beholding as in a glass the 
glory 0£ the Lord, are changed into the same 
i111age £roin glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
0£ the Lord.'' 

But, I may ask, have we grasped in soul, or 
rather, h_ave we been possessed by, all that is in1-
plied in these wondrous words? Do we not often 
detect in ourselves a lack of that spring and 
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power of life which imparts quiet!less and ease and 
restfulness of heart? And in the absence 0£ these, 
yet knowing' they ought to be there, are not many 
forced i11to wl1at I must call an artificial state of 
soul, which car1�ies on its very bearing the opp·o-
site 0£ life and t:µe Spirit ? 

There is something refreshing and · beautiful 
in the spring and freshness of life, and it matters 
not how diligently o� .. carefully .formed anything 
rese1nbling life may be, the difference between 
what is artificial and what is real is at once 
apparent. 

Light and heat are neither of tl1em, nor both 
together, the tree, most necessary though the3r 
be as the soil and atmosphere, as it were, i11

which it is planted. A Christian is, as such, in 
the light, and he is moreover the object of the 
Father's love, even in the measure 0£ it in whicl1 
Jesus was loved-'' hast loved tl1em as thou hast 
loved me '' (John xvii. 23 ). 

Now, is there not a ·great difference between a 
soul held a11d governed in divine power anil 
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reality by these things, and. one ,vl10, because 
painfully sensible of the n1ere outside owning of 
them, is seeking to hold them? Jt is just the 
difference between my heart keeping the peace 
of God, and the pea.eo of God� k.eeping, as in a 
garrison, my heart. But there is 1nore than tl1is 
difference, for there is the practical effect. If the 
soul be not held, but seeking to hold, there is ever 
prominent in its state, the unre�t that invariably 
accompanies effort: disquiet _and tear about almoRt 
everything, as well as uncertainty even where 

. most was expected from God. · The contrary to 
all this is Christianity. Unseen realities are tho 
governing power acting on the· soul, absorbing 
and commanding it, tl1e affec�ions of the man 
fornied, sustai'neil, and satiefi,ed by Christ, their. only 
object ; and, as a consequence, rest, qui.etnoss, and 
ease in the 1nost. untoward ciucw.11stances, walking 

. in that path which "the vulture's eye hat11 11ot 
seen.'' 

There ought.not to be anything forced about 
us as Christians; effort of any lcind betrays the 
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absence of power. The presence of Christ not 
only in1parts to us, but secures through us, all 
that is suitable to His presence; effort tells the 
tale of our being out of His presence, an<l is jn­
,-ariably resorted to for the purpose of acquiring 
that which is the sin1ple result of being in His 
presence, and of being acted upon by Himself. 
I do not for a n101nent wish to excuse au 31thing 
like sloth, or ease, or self-indulgence of any kind, 
ju anything, much less so in these things which 
)�ave to do with n1an in the Spirit and not in the 
flc,sh : but I do feel it is a great and solemn reality 
to press upon the people of Gc;cl that the prese11ce 
of Christ can alone command tho heart. What a 
blessed thing for a poor wor1n to be held by the 
presence of the Lord of glory ! Oh, I cannot but 
speak of it! such glories as are indeed to be found 
here : to be the subject on which I-Iis presence 
acts, instead of our poor hearts a11d thoughts act­
ing on Him; to be the subject of light and heat, 
such light and love, too ! 

What was it formed John ? ,v as it not that 
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he leaned on the boso1n 0£ Jesus? John la)r 
there because he knew it pleased his Lord and 
Master; and may ·we not do the same? How 
much effort was there about Jol111 when he la:yr 
there? Did he find it difficult to say, "Lord, 
who is it?" Peter 1nay have felt it difficult, ancl 
was glad to use J ohn.'s nearness; but as to John, 
the question came forth as the simple and natural 
1 .. esult of being where he was. That bosom was 
everything to John : he was not thinking of being
there, or of the results to hi1n of being there; 
he was there £or its own sake ; hence he ,vas not 
restless or unnatural. That blessed Person on 
whose bosom he reclined was to John "all." Oh, 
to have the sceptre of Christ swaying its do1ni11-
ion of life and liberty from pole to pole in ou� .. 
poor hearts ! Our looks would then tell of Him, 
our words speak of Him, our thoughts ri�e and 
set in Him, and all so easily and naturally, that is, 
in spiritual power; in a word, Christ would be our 
life practically, as He is our life truly and really; 
the glor_y 0£ the Lord would thus transforn1 us into 
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the sa1ne in1age from glory to glory as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

The Lord alone knows what searchings of 
I Leart this leads to. The heart that has passed 
through it alone knows what it is to rise and walk 
apart fro1n all that once governed and influenced 
it, often, too, beyond what we suspected even; 
1Jut so it is. Yet Christ is worth}7

, lVIay we 
know what it is to be in some more full measure 
the subjects of 1-Iis power and presence before 
Himself, formed by Him alone. long enough in 
the mount, as it were, to catch th� pattern of the 
glory, not because of the good of it, nor even in 
t�e first instance that we may be a testimony to 
others, or enrich ourselves, but because of what 
He is in· His own intrinsic blessedness and pre-
. 

c1ousness. 
It is a great cheer to the soul to know that 

the whole power of God, by �he Spirit, is for us 
in the n1aintenance of this blessed walk on earth; 
only as Christ alone fills our eyes and hearts are 
,ve enriched ourselves, or any testimony to others; 
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thus it is we are at rest, having reached the 
haven of quiet. Another has blessedly said, 
" Heaven is the metropolis of Christianity;" may 
we know it is so in deep blessedness. If a J eru­
salem or Rome were enough to divert £or a 
moment such an one as Paul, surely much less 
prevails with us who have so little of that divine 
energy and power which characterized him in so 
remarkable a degree. 

May He by His own Spirit so attTact, win, and 
satisfy the hearts of His beloved people, present­
ing to them f!i1n who alone can secure this i11

_them, that they, finding their all in Christ, may 
be like '' a tree planted by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be 
green, and shall not be careful in the year of 
drought, neither shall cease fron1 yielding fruit." 





JOHN'S DYING NOTE. 

(John iii. 25-36.) 

THE truP test of every one and every thing is 
Christ.. It was so ,vhen He lived and walked on 
the earth ; it is so now, though the world sceth 
I-Iim no more. 

It is wonderful how latent principles and ton­
cealed thoug·l1ts are all elicited, and brought to 
the surface, before this test. Every n1an on earth 
is posted in his true place morally, when tested 
by Christ, and the importance or the contrary o:f 
c,·erything is detected when its relation to Christ is 
found out. This world, with its motives and prin­
ciples, its greatness and ite littleness, is en1inently 
f.Lvourable to questions. Many and varied have
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been tl1e topics which, from time to time, men have 
suggested and debated; the din and strife of 
party clan1our bas again and again been heard, 
and wl1en the fury of the fight has subsided, and 
the battle is over, the question which :raised it is 
still without solution, and is left unanswered. 

The present age delights in questions, reason• 
ings, and uncertainties on all subjects, but spe­
cially in the region where revelation clairns ex­
clusively to be heard. The delight and highest 
pleasure of philosophy and scien.ce, at the present 
n101nent, is to tear to fragments every little shred 
of faith or confidence in God's testimony which 
has escaped the 1nalignity of Satan's rage against 
God and His Christ. In truth, man is never so 
little as in his greatness, and never appears so 
insignificant or dwarfish as in his puny efforts 
against Christ. Then it is 1nost of all that man 
himself, .witl1 his own lips, proclaims his foll3r ; 
then is it that God makes foolish t]1e wisdom of 
this world. "Wliere is the wise, where is tl10 
scribe, where is the disputer of this world·� ' 
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The truth- is, the great answer to every question 
is, '' Christ" ·- '' Christ the wisdom of Goel and 
the po,ver of God.;" and the heart that kno,vs 
His Person, and loves Hi$ voice, delights to bear 
its record to what a final, conclusive, satisfactory 
answer He, and He alone, is. Christ is God's 
resource in· every crisis, and God's·.reply to · every 
question. There have been times in the history 
of God's testimony and people on earth when 
human ingenuity· and ken might do their utmost, 
to issue only in despair·; · then it is that God dis­
plays the fulness of His resource; with Him the 
demand is no measure of the· supply. In human 
circumstances, as a rule, the result of a crisis is a 
panic-; but with God difficulties are delighted in, 
-to shew how entirely He is above them.

N o,v it is this whi�h marks what I designedly 
call '' John's dying note." He had spoken much 
and ·often ere this ; he had · testified, too, in 
earnest and to purpose; there were around him 
those who loved and valued hi1n; and in this 
sense the greatest of women born ,vas not alone. 
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Questions between John's followers and the Jews 
,vere raised by the latter; and a.n attempt to 
make John and Christ the leaders of opposite 
factions and parties was an occasion for John to 
shew where his heart was, and how entirely 
Christ had settled all questions for him. Obs�rve 
how blessedly he hides himself behind the Christ 
of God, and how he makes little of himself in 
order to rnake much of Jesus. What was John 
but a poor creature of the earth? His words, 
too, what were they but the language of one who 
was '' of the earth earthy?" It was to the bride­
groom the bride belonged, but the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stood and heard Hiin, as J obn 
did Christ, rejoiced greatly because of the bride­
groom's voice. How blessed. to see a man him­
self so captivated by Christ, bound ,vith chains 
of love-embracing as it were his conqueror's 
feet-that he is ready to break every vessel, and 
himself first of all among thern, if he may but 
set fort·h His excellency and His glory, who 
coming from above, is above all! 

But he will not even rest here: he ,vill go 
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beyond �is ow11 thoughts of who and what th�s 
blessed One is, and hence the Father's thoughts 
about His Son must form " John's dying no_te :" 
he will sing, even on earth, a nobler, sweeter 
gtrain; and how simple, yet impressive it is, as 
the revelation of God· in his heart, giving him 
heaven-born thoughts concerning the beloved 
Son-" The Father loveth the Son " ...... " He 
giveth not the Spirit by measure un tq Him " ..... . 
'' He h�th given all things into His hand." It is 
a;ll Christ from first to last ; man, Israel, bride, 
John, are all eclipsed and distanced; the tiny 
stars all diminish, yea, retire, before the rising 
Sun, and we are left to sit down and rest our 
weary hearts beneath' His rays, and find our 
satisfaction in the fact of Jesus being all I 

"Hark, the thrilling symphonies, 
Seem within tQ seize us ; 

Add we to their holy lays, 
Jesus! Jesus! Jesus! 

Sweetest name on mortal tongue, 
Sweetest note in angels' song

1

Sweetest anthem ever known, 
J esu11, Jesus reigns alone!'' 





CHRIST, THE OBJECT OF AFFECTION 

AND SY1\1P A THY. 

(John xx; Mark xiv.) 

'' WHAT wonderful times are ours !' 1 are words on 
almost every lip at present. Showe1"s of bl�ssing, 
as they say, are falling on every si9-e. Some 
have gone so far as to state that, like history, 
Pentecost is being repeated; as i£ the blessed 
Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
had left the earth b�nce then; and that prayer, 
earnest prayer, had brought I-Iim back. Trul)r 
these days of ours are strange and solemn. No 
doubt there is an energy of the Holy Ghost 

I 
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abroad in the land both in the spread of testimony, 
and in the awakening of souls. It is well to bear 
in mind that God is sovereign while we are to be 
subject, and that in the exercise of His sovereignty 
He may, and does use any instrument that He 
pleases: .and ·the more His people are walking 
with Hin1, the more subject tl1ey will be on the 
one hand, and the readier to rejoice in all that 
He does on the other. But what about the Lord 
Jesus Christ in these times ? I would seriously 
an_d solemnly ask if it be true that this spring tide 
of blessing, which, it is said, is carrying on its 
waves thousands of souls, is bearing them to His 
feet, there to worship and adore? Is it awaken­
ing in their hearts new affections which find 
their goal in Himself ? Is it bearing them on 
high, so as to lead them to count all things loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus their Lord? The enquiry is of the deepest 
moment to us all. God forbid that any of His 
people shou1r1 undervalue or under-estimate any 
SL'rvice rendered to fallen man. But is Christ 
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dearer to us than every one beside ? And is it a 
small matter to us if His desires and clai1ns seem 
disregarded or forgotten? It is because such 
thoughts are awakened and kept alive by the 
aspect of professing Christianity, that I propose 
taking a glance at the two Scriptures which stand 
at the head of this paper. 

The touching story of Mary in John xx. is 
familiar to almost every one. It is a striking 
instance of ignorant, yet genuine affection. She 
might have known His glori_ous resurrection. 
She ought to have remembered His words,­
i, After three days I will rise again." But though 
her faith and intelligence were defective, her 
heart beat true to its object and her treasure. 
Contrast her with Peter and John, and does sl1e 
not stand on a platform far above them? They· 
can return to their home, satisfied that Jesus' 
body was not in the tomb, though th�y knew not 
where He was. This was not enough for Mary ; 
her loyal heart pants to know where He is, and 
-finding Him not, is ready to break with grief. 
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She stands without at the sepulchre weeping, 
�tooping� to gaze at the spot where they laid Him. 
Unperturbed by the angels, disconcerted in no 
wise, there she lingers, and there her heart must 
be-beautiful instance of genuine though ignorant 
affection, and the amazing� power of one object 
when the affections are--governed thereby. "They 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid Him ...... Sir, if thou have borne 
Him hence, tell me where thou bast laid him, and 
I will take Him away." 

How was she rewarded? Most surely accord­
ing to the desires of her heart towards Himself. 
First, He allows her to hear her own name on 
His risen lips. Wonderful moment for Mary ! 
Wonderful 1noment for Jesus ! Was not every 
pulsation of her devoted heart met, and more than 
satisfied, when His blessed voice caused her to 
look into His own face, her Master and her Lord ? 
I am bold to say that two hearts were made glad 
that d_aybreal{,-hers who could find no home 
where He was not, and His wl10 gave His life for 
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worthless rebels like us. And I am bold to say 
further, that it gave Him greater joy to own her 
as His sheep, calling her by name, Mary ! than it 
did her to be so owned and called. But this was 
not all, £or He comn1issions her now to carry the 
most wonderful message ever entrusted to human 
lips, ( see ve1·se 17)-'' Go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father; and to my God, and your God." He 
sends her forth to proclaim the victory _ of His 
love, not only that He had triumphed so glori­
ously� that every enemy was under His feet, but 
that He,. the risen man, was Head of a new race, 
that, ''both He that sanctifieth �nd they who are 
sanctified are all of one : for which cause He is 
not ashamed to call them brethren, _saying, I will 
declare Th_y name unto my brethren." (Heb. ii. 
11, 12.) He sends her forth out of tl1e second 
garden, where the mournful history of the first 
garden (Eden) had been more than wiped out by 
the glories of His triun1ph, to say to poor tremb­
ling heartsJike ours, that He Himself had not only 
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won a new place for them, but that He had posi• 
tively brought them into it in Hirnself: "He that 
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of 
one,'' which does 11ot mean that He was degraded 
to their level, but that He, by His death, His glori­
ous triumph and victory, had elevated them to 
the heights of His own new place before His 
Father and God4 

What grace ! wondrous grace ! He passes by 
n1lgels that excel in strength, and comes down to 
a poor weak woman upon the earth, owns her as 
J � is s11eep, and then sends her forth to wipe the 
tearful eyes, and con1fort the tren1bling hearts of 
Ilis own, by announcing unto them the conquests 
of His love. Who can say now that Jesus does 
not delig·ht to reward the devoted heart ? And 
v.-·ho can deny that in thus rewarding it, He gTa­
tifies His own changeless affections_? 

Let us now turn to Mark xiv. It is the only 
instance recorded in Scripture of any one having 
intelligent sy1npathy with Christ : it is a wonder­
ful scene ; every one is thinking of death. Jesus 
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has the visio11 0£ deatl1 before His spirit. Ho,v 
n1ust the passover, witl1 its lamb whose blood \VG3

sl1ed, have brought forward death, before cyery 
mind? There were the type and the antitype 
face to face as it were-the chief priests and 
scribes, with· a l1atred to Christ which nothing 
but His death could appease, seeking how thry 
n1ight take Him by craft, and put Him to death. 
rl,hus we seo ho,v death filled all thoughts ; but 
there was present one, a poor weak woman, too, 
whose heart kept company with all that was 
passing througl1 I-Jis; she alone was in full syn1-
pathy with His feelings at the moment, and 
entered into the thoughts of God concerning tho 
beloved Son. 

It has been remarked that the account with 
which Mark furnisl1es us of tl1e close of His blessed 
mission of love, presents Jesus n1ore solitary in it 
tl1an any other; incidents and circumstances 
which are recorded more or less in all the other 
gospels, are absent from Mark. If this be so, 
how strikingly significant is �he record of this act 
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of �Iary's in the l1ouse of Simon the leper! He:r. 
�1eart and lier affections, in true and genuine 
syn1pathy, traversing with Him the dreariness 
and -loneliness of His path, as well as marking 
her sense of the utter worthliness of all around 
in view of His agony and death ; · on one side 
intelligently apprehending not only who and 
what He was in Himself, but likewise His value 
in the eyes of His Father ; on the other, making 
use of His tomb as a burying place for every 
valuable thing of hers on earth. For her, if 
Jesus dies, He carries all of hers down into the 
grave with Himself! 

In l\1atthew and Mark, the blessed Lord is con­
scious!y in man's hand, in the closing hours of 
His life. This indeed characterizes these gospels 
in their record of His death, His cross; which 
was both the fruit of the counsel of God in view 
of redemption, as well as the fruit of Jewish 
enmity, and 1nan's revolted, reprobate, heart. 
How blessed it is then to see Mary here at such a 
moment, marking I1er sense of the glories of His 
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person in the face of the acc11111ulated hatred of 
both devil and man ! It is a blessed· sight, in the 
intelligent apprehension of faith, the homage of 
one willing, loving heart, thus laid at His feet­
one solitary soul in that rebellious land owning 
Him Lord of all. All this sheds its light on His 
own words-'' Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached throughout the whole world, this also 
that she hath done shall be spoken of for a 
memorial of her.'' 
· Let us now look at the facts, as they are here
recorded, a little more in detail. Mary's affec­
tion, her intelligent sympathy, takes the precc­
de11-ce of the treachery of Judas. Iler Joye to

Jesus was of that order and character, that it
secured for Him that which was suitable to
Himself at such a moment, and that ,vhich e11-
tirely met His heart and thoughts. " 'l'he box
of ointment of spikenard very precious," ans,vered
to all that was around Jesus, in the hatred and
malignity of man, in that hour; but it also coin­
cided with all that filled His soul; and it ,Yas, a�
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well, community of thought with the Father con­
cerning the Son of His· bosom. It ·is a sight of 
surpassing blessedness- to gaze at Him as He sits 
there ; to see Hi1n accepting, and vindicating, 
too, the affection and sympathy ,vhich His ovvn 
P .;rson had created and called forth; to see her, 
too, fruit as she was of His grace, expending on 
Him to whom she showetl her all-that all, -as 
another ]1as touchingly and blessedly expressed 
it. Mary, as it were, says by this action of herti, 
"While the King sitteth at His table, my spike­
nard sendeth forth tho smell thereof." 

There is another point of solemn interest in this 
affecting scene, na1nely, how opposite the thoughts 
of n1en are to what suits the n1ind of God and 
His Christ; the most that some could say con­
cerning J\'f ary's act was, that it was marked b�y 
waste.. Oh, how little was He in their eyes, who 
measured the service rendered to Him after this 
fashion!· For it is the person to whom the service 
is rendered, that is the true 1neasure 0£ its value. 
Jesus, the eternal Son of the Fath€r; Jesus, the 
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spotless and perfect Son of God; Jesus, the will­
ing and ready friend of need, and ,vant and sor­
row, stood so low in their estimate, as to call 
forth the expression of waste in regard to that 
which was voluntarily expended upon Him. It 
is the same to-day; the present is but the off­
spring of the past.; the family character is not 
manting in either; the heir-loom of indifference 
to God's Christ, and no �ense of who He is• or 
what He is, passes on from generation to gener­
ation; and to-day, with all its boasted light, 
�uperiority and advance, the poor, the perishing, 
the destitute, and the oppressed, have their 
friends and allies, but Jesus, the precious, blessed, 
wondrous Saviour, is forgotten and 11eglected­
only remembered to be slighted and despised. 

There is a bright spot in this dark cloud; turn 
your e�ye upon it for a moment: Jesus vindicates 
her. How blessed ! The eye under which this 
act was performed discerned its value, and the 
heart that had caused to spring up affections 
so suited to Himself her Lord, measures out 
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its appreciation of all that was expended on Hi1n­
self ; and He lets every one know what He felt 
and thought of tl1is manifestation 0£ His devoted­
ness to His Person. '' Let her alone, she hatl1 
wrought a good work on Me ; she hath done what 
she could ; she is come aforehand to anoint my 
body to the burying. Verily, I say unto you, 
wheresoever this Gospel shall be preached through­
out the whole ,vorld, this also that she hath done� 
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her." Oh, 
the joy of being vindicated by Jesus, and the satis­
faction of knowing that, however feebly, we 
have truly ministered to the longings of His 
heart? 

The Lord give His saints in these last days more 
genuine affection for, and true sympathy with, 
our Lord Jesus Ch1ist, and His interests, that 
nothing may be able to divert their hearts from 
Him, engage their powers but Him, satisfy their 
souls but Him I 
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