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David on Mount Moriah .. 

I Chron. xxi. 

T
HE Sheepfold, the Cave and the Throne are the
places we usually connect with David, and little 

think of him as a ,vorshipper on Mount Moriah. 
Yet Scripture speaks of him thus, and a study of 
1 Chron. xxi in this connection, ,vill ,vell repay the 
Christian ,vorker. Worship is of hi'gher spiritual 
value in the sight of God than service. In fact, the 
one is the outflow of the other. The soul that is 
lost in· v1onder, love and praise of its mighty 
Redeemer, is the one that is most ready and best 
fitted to serve H1n1. 

We shall in this study seek to show :-
( 1 l \VHERE ,ve can worship. 
(2) WHO can worship.
(3) WHAT true worship is.
(4) THE COST of worship.

But before we can consider these four aspects of 
our subject, we must have somewhat to say abo"ut 
that which David had to experience ere we find him 
worshipping on Mount Moriah, and that is 

THE WAY WHICH LED Hll'vl 
THITHER. 

He did not offer a sacrifice ,vhich was acceptable 
in the sight of Jehovah without much heart search
ing and humiliation, and this is most important. 
Although a "man after God's own heart," David 
was after all only human like ourselves, and as such 
was subject to temptation and sin, for we read in 
the first verse that 

" Satan stood up a�ainst Israel, and provoked David 
to number Israel.' 

God permitted this in order that His servant 
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might become the better leader, the wiser king, and 
the truer saint, having endured temptation, and the 
testing of his faith. Like many others in Old 
Testament days, he was tempted of the Adversary. 
And the children of God to-day are by no means 
exempt from these trials. �he question is: How do 
we emerge from then1 ? Is it like Job, with the 
rich blessing of the Lord, (for the Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had before-Chapt. xlii, 10), 
Or is it like David, who, through.heeding the devil's 
voice and despising the warning of the Lord, 
brought suffering and sorrow not only upon his own 
head, but upon all Israel? I fowever, it is not Job, 
but David, whom we find ,,.·orshipping on Mount 
Moriah and offering a sacrifice acceptable to the 
Lord. 

David yielded to the temptation of Satan and 
issued the edict, "Go number Israel" (v. 2), but in 
the person of Joab, God warned him saying," Why 
will ye be a cause of trespass to Israel?" (v. 3). 
But David· wilfully disobeyed the Word of 
the Lord, for we read, " Nevertheless the King's 
word prevailed." 

Possibly the reader is saying, " Why was it dis
obedience for David to do this and wherein did 
David sin? Surely there was nothing wrong in 
numbering the people, for it had been done before 
and had not been regarded as sin." 

Here then we need to pause and see if it is 
possible to find from Scripture what was really 
wrong. Turning back to the early chapters of our 
Bible, we find that concerning the numbering of 
Israel, the Lord commanded: 

"When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel 
after their number, then shall they give every man a 
RANSOM FOR HIS SOUL unto the Lord, when thou 
numberest them; THAT THERE BE NO PLAGUE 
among them. . . This they shall give, everyone that 
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pas"eth among them that are numbered, HAL�• A 
SHEKEL. . . The rich shall not give more, and 
the poor shall not give less."-Ex. xxx, 12-15. 

From this we learn, that at every census of the 
nation there was to be the payment of a half shekel 
to the Lord, a 

RANSOM FOR THEIR SOUL. 

The ransom money from the very first numbering 
of Israel in the wilderness, was made into the soc
kets for the foundation of the Tabernacle, and thus 
on silver sockets stood the dwelling place of God. 
All of this spoke very clearly of redemption, but 
when David· numbered the nation, and that apart 
from God's instructions, we find no mention of the 
ransom. The half shekel was forgotten. Therein
was the sin. Satan is never so pleased as when he 
can get God's people to forget the Blood, or that 
which speaks of it. We do not wonder then that 
"God was displeased with this thing," for surely 
if we know anything of God at all we know suffi
cient to be convinced that anything which belittles 
redemption is sure to meet with His displeasure, 
and for this reason '' l-Ie smote Israel,'' as v. 7 re
cords. David was awakened by this to a sense of 
his trespass and with a conscience divinely convicted 
he cried_ to the Lord in deep distress, 

" I have sinned greatly. . . . . . do away the iniquity 
of thy servant. "-v. 8. 

But God can�ot " do away" iniquity as if it 
were a light matter. Sin must be judged, and the 
law vindicated. 

You and I are living in the day of God's grace, 
but David lived under law, and for him who had 
transgresed the law, there was no alternative but 
the due reward for his-sin. The law said that the 
half shekel must be paid in order that " THERE 
BE NO PLAGUE AMONG THEM "-(Ex· 
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xxx, 12), but the king had omitted this and now he 
must pay the penalty for his sin of omission, hence 
" the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel " so that 
" there fell of Israel seventy thousand men." -
(1 Chron. xxi, 14), 

The angel of the Lord was busy with his deadly 
work until there came a moment when the Lord 
looked down from heaven and bid him stay his 
hand, saying 

'' IT IS ENOUGH,'' 
reminding us of another day when the Lord again 
looked down upon this scene of death and judgment 
and finding none good, no not one, sent His o,vn 
Son, to suffer and to die. 

It is interesting to observe here that the spot ,vhere 
the angel stayed his hand, and Jehovah said, " It is 
enough " ,vas very near the hill called Cal vary, 
where the Saviour cried, " It is finished !" 

" The angel of the Lord stood by the threshing floor 
of Ornan the Jebusite."-v. 15. 

At that moment Ornan was busy in his threshing 
floor threshing ,vheat, which still further tells 
in type the story of the Cross. Firstly, 
because it ,vas WHEAT Ornan was threshing ; 
and secondly, because it ,vas wheat BEING 
THRESHED. Both represent the Saviour, 
who ,vas indeed the divine Corn of wheat 
crushed beneath the upper and nether millstones. 
He it was who endured God's awful billows of 
justice and ·was "bruised for our iniquities "-(Isa. 
liii, 5),-because it pleased Jehovah to bruise Him 
and put him to grief.-(Isa. liii, 10.) He it was 
against Whom the word went forth, ''Awake, 0 
Sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man 
that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of Ho�ts." 
-(Zee. xiii, 7.) 
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"And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of 
the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, 
having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over 
Jerusalem. Then David and the eldere of Israel, who 
�ere clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.-v. lfS-. 

What a sight for David to behold, and here we 
must specially observe, not so much his conviction 
as HIS CONFESSION. 

" J\nd David said unto God, IS IT NOT I that 
commanded the people to be numbered? Even I IT IS 
that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for 
the.se �heep, what have they done?" 

IS IT NOT I ?-I IT IS. 

Many to-day beholding Calvary are convicted, 
and that is as far as it goes with them. That of 
itself will not avail, there must also be the confes
sion.-" I IT IS." It is only as we realise that our 
individual sins were responsible for the death of 
Christ that we come in confession to Him and, like 
David, receive full forgiveness. 

" Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say 
to David, that David should go up, and set up an 
altar unto the Lord in the threshing floor of Ornan 
the Jt,busite."-v. 18. 

Right there, where all this had taken place, was 
David to set up an altar. In other words, he had 
to offer an offering to the Lord. He was now to 
become a worshipper and the only place from 
which God could accept his sacrifice was from 
where the arm of Justice had stayed. That spot 
which spoke of the Cross was to be the place of 
the Altar of Burnt Offering. Similarly to-day, the 
only ground on which God can accept worship is 
that of the Cross, which teaches us 

WHERE .• WE CAN WORSHIP. 

As the Lord told the woman at Sychar's well, it 
is not now at Jerusalem or Mount Gerizim that 
the Father looks for worshippers, as was the case 
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in days gone by. Then the Jews worshipped at 
the former and the Samaritans at the latter. Now, 
the ground upon which we worship is not a place 
at all, it is a Person. This may seem strange to 
some, but it is according to the Word of God, and 
therefore demands our thought. 

THE PLACE OF. WORSHIP 
is '' where two or three are gathered together in 
My Name." Not merely where two or three Chris
tians MEET together, but where they are 
GATHERED TOGETHER and that "IN 
MY NAME." Just as a magnet gathers 
�ogether the many pieces of steel around 
itself, so the Lord Himself was to be the 
gathering point in future for true worship. Believ
ers would thus gather together, drawn by the power 
of God's Holy Spirit, and so worship the Father in 
Spirit and in Truth. Such the Father seeketh to 
worship Him. 

Should we not give words such · as these our 
prayerful consideration, for if the Father seeketh 
worshippers, and even tells us what sort of worship
pers He seeks, it is expected of us to see to it that 
we approach Him in the way He has laid down in 
His word. If we realize that we gather to a Person we 
shall soon see that we need no stately building, nor 
of necessity a church or chapel in which to worship, 
although it is possible to do so in them all. Gath
ered by the Spirit with but a few of God's children 
in a humble cottage or Gospel Hall, we can off er 
praise and worship which is acceptable to God. 

The question for our own hearts as we thtts see 
the mind of the Lord from His Word should be : 
"Do we gather to a Person or to a place?" If the 
latter, our responsibility is to weigh before the 
Lord our future course and endeavour to obey at 
<>nee, what we believe to be His will, for " to obey 
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is better than sacrifice, and- to hearken than the fat 
of rams."- (1 Sam. xv, 22). 

WHO CAN WORSHIP. 

It is very important to notice not only the place 
of worship, but the persons who are frivileged to 
worship. In this case it was none other than 
David, the one ,vho had sinned .and disobeyed 
and had brought judgment upon so many. The 
same is true to-day. It -is not a certain nation nor 
a priestly tribe, nor a select few ot God's people 
who can worship, but every sinner who has come 
in confession to Christ and has been redeemed by 
precious blood, and thus made a child of God 
through faith in Him. All such have the privilege 
and .responsibility of being worshippers. 

We do not need anyone on earth to go into the 
presence of God on our behalf to worship, nor do 
we need any priest to-day, for the Bible very 
clearly teaches us that 

EVERY BELIEVER IS A PRIEST 

unto God, and as such has the privilege to draw 
near. " Where do we find that?" you ask. We 
will quote three Scriptures which very definitely 
show that all believers are priests in God's sight. 

John, writing to the seven churches, says, 
"Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 

sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prie,ts unto God and His Father ; to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever, Amen."-Rev. i, 5,�. 

Peter also, writing to believers generally, says 
"Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 

house, an holy priesthood, to off er up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ."-! Pet. 
ii, 5. 

and the writer to the Hebrews advances still .a step 
further, and says, 
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" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter in(o

the holie,t by the blood of Jesus, . . let us 
draw near."-Heb. x, 19, 20. 

Note that no particular class of Christians is 
mentioned. All Christians are included. Are ·we 
among those who know the liberty of worshipping 
God as His Holy Spirit leads? Or do we depend on 
another to act on our behalf? The only Med
iator for the believer to-day, between his soul and 
the Father, is the Great High Priest in heaven
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. We need to 
understand, of course, that all worship is not 
audible ; but whether silent or audible, every child 
of God has an equal right and privilege of entering 
into the immediate presence of God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We pass from considering the place of worship, 
and the persons who can worship, to think briefly 
of 

WHAT TRUE WORSHIP REALLY IS . 
• 

It is not prayer, neither is it thanksgiving for 
blessings received. Both are very important in 
their place-most important-but they are not 
worship. True worship, in Spirit and in Truth, 
springs from heart occupation with Christ. It is 
the fruit of dwelling on His excellencies, moral 
glories and divine attributes ; His humiliation, 
sacrifice, resurrection, ascension and present ex
altation. All this and much more is the essence of 
worship. It is something which human words 
often cannot express. Only the heart that is full 
of Christ can experience it, and in any measure at 
all render it to God. Thus \Ve come to our final 
meditation which, although last, is by no means 
least, 

THE COST OF WORSHIP. 

Oh, if only I could write this deeply upon the heart 
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of every one ,vho reads these lines! If only these 
words were indelibly inscribed thereon, ho\vdifferent 
,ve should be, as well as our worship ! 

THE CHRISTIAN'S SACRIFICE 

is found in Heb. xiii, 15-16 and is of a twofold 
character, 

" By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise 
to God continually, that is :-

(1 ), the f1uit of our lips, giving thankg to His name. 
(2), To do good and to communicate forget not ; 

for with such SACRIFICES GOD IS \iVELL
PLEASED." 

This may appear to us more as service than 
worship, but whilst ,vorship flows from real heart 
occupation with Christ, the outflow will be 
expressed in the ,vay of ,vhich this Scripture speaks, 
as sacrifices with which God is well pleased. The 
true worshipper is not one who only ,vhen 
gathered with the Lord's people audibly expresses 
words of adoration and praise to his Saviour, but 
rather one ,vho lives constantly in the spirit of 
rendering to the Lord that which has cost him 
something. 

This we find to be the case ,vith David, Vt"ho, in 
order to obey the command of Jehovah to build an 
altar in the threshing floor of Ornan, has first of 
all to secure the site, as this ,vas not yet in his pos
session ; but willing to be obedient to God's word, 
he goes forth without delay to make the purchase. 
Ornan, the owner, seeing David· approach, goes out 
to meet him and bows himself to the ground. 
David immediately makes known his errand and 
adds, "thou shalt grant it me for the full price." 
Would you and I have said this? Should we not 
more like! y have said, " Now O rnan, as this is for 
the Lord's work, put it in at the lowest possible 
figure!,, Not so David; and what is more, when 
Ornan says: 
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" Take it to thee, and let my Lord the King do that 
which is good in his eyes ; LO, I GIVE thee the oxen 
also for burnt offerings, and the threshing instruments 
for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering; I give 
it all. ''-v. 23. 

David magnificently refuses, saying, '' Nay, but 
l will verily buy it for

THE FULL PRICE." 

Noble-minded man! He stood upon his dignity, 
thus publicly testifying to the majesty of His God, 
who was Lord of heaven and earth. Would that 
there were more Davids to-day, for this attitude in 
the things of God is very rare among the people of 
God. We should possibly have been more inclined 
to say, "How wonderfully the Lord is leading, for 
such an off er as this to be made to us ; surely it must 
be of God." Then let us learn a lesson fron1 David. 
Should we desire to have a large gospel effort, and 
ask the price of hiring the local theatre or kinema, 
and it is offered for our use ,vithout charge, may 
we be given strength to say : " No, we will pay the 
full price. It is God's work and He is fartoo rich to 
need the gifts of those who are not His people." 
Never should the child of God take of this world's 
goods for the Lord's service without due payment, 
for v,hilst God desires His people to give, He does 
not ask the world to give anything. HE is the 
Giver in their case. Of old we read " They went 
forth 
TAKING NOTHING OF THE GENTILES." 

3 John, 7. 
May our answer always be like David's, " I icill

NOT take that .which is. thine for the Lord, nor 
offer burnt OFFERINGS WITHOUT COST." 
-(v, 24). Nehemiah, in his day, when opposed by 
the enemies for building the ,vall, replied, "Ye 
have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in 
Jerusalem "-(Neb. ii, 20). That should be our 
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attitude to the ,vorld. Any help, whether financial 
or otherwise, should not be accepted from them for 
the Lord, for they are not His people, and "the 
sacrifice of the ,vicked is abomination " ( Prov. 
xxi, 27) to the Lord; but you and I are '' not our 
own, we have been. bought ·with a price ,t.

-( r Cor. vi, r 9-20 )-and upon us rest bqth the 
privilege and responsibility of sacrifice. 
Whatever WE 1nay give to the Lord, 
whether of our time, talent, or weekly earnings, let 
it ahvays be of our best and COST' LY ; not the 
fragments for Him, but the best. God first an(\_ 
my O\.Vn needs af

t

erwards. 
Possibly my reader is a Sunday School'Teacher, 

taking a class for the Lord. What does that class 
cost you, may I ask! Does it entail frequent 
seasons of prayer for your scholars ; a diligent 
study of your Bible alone with God in order that 
your lesson may be the right one, and deep exercise 
of heart before Him concerning each scholar ? Or 
is it that on Sunday, ten minute� before class begins. 
you look around for your Bible which you put 
away the Sunday previous and have not looked at 
since? 

DO YOU NEED 
to get your register to find out your
scholars' names because you forget from week 
to week ? Is it just a formal service to you ? One. 
would not take space for words such as these, or 
dare to suggest that they were true of any child of 
God, were it not for the fact that one feels convinced 
that this is by no means an unusual occurrence. 
Far better give up such service than carry on so 
half heartedly, for God has many other servants 
who are waiting His bidding and who would gladly 
do this service in the spirit that David spoke to 
Ornan. 

I am persuaded that all who read these lines 
desire to serve the Lord Jesus Christ faithfully, and 
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to give Him of their very best. May each of us 
be led on in the path of COSTLY SACRIFICE 
for our Lord, ,vho made the n1ost costly Sacrifice 
�ver offered for us-HIMSELF. 

What David said to Ornan, really meant " If I 
;iccepted what you offer, it would be your sacrifice 
not mine, and that would never do. I am the 
�inner, and I it is who have been so greatly 
favoured of the Lord, and if anyone is to sacrifice 
-then I must be that one. After all that the Lord
)las done for me, I will not ray one penny less than
-if I needed the threshing-floor for myself;

I WILL PAY YOU THE FULL PRICE."
"So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred 

shekels of gold by weight."-v. 25. 

Mount Moriah had seen at least one other costly 
�acrifice before this, and it was to see many more 
yet. Here it was that Abraham, called of God, 
..offered his son Isa�c as a burnt offering to the Lord 
.(Gen. xxii, 1-14). Again we remember that the 
-very ground which David purchased of Oman
-formed the site for Solomon's Temple which was
-possibly the most costly edifice ever erected.

" Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah, where the Lord 
appeared unto David his father, in the place that 
David had prepared in the threshing floor of Ornan 
the Jebusite."-2 Chron. iii, 1. 

It was in the temple that our Lord Himself 
.observed that widow woman casting her two mites 
into the Treasury. She gave her alJ to the Lord. 
Would that there were more such widows to-day. 
Would that we each might say truthfully before 
God, '' Neither wiJ 1 I off er my offerings 
•unto the Lord of that WHICH DOTH
COST ME NOTHING."

"U ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do tbem."-(John xiii, 17). 

G. F. VALLANCE. 



ENOCH 
OR 

WALKING WITH GOD. 

0 0 0 

A very remarkable thing happened. about
half-a-century after the death of Adam-a 

man was taken to heaven without dying. His 
name was Enoch. The case was so extraordinary 
that it. attracts us; it demands our special 
attention. The chapter in which the story is 
found is singular in its character. Gen. v. is a 
chapter of death I It presents to us in a truly 
vivid way the wreck that sin has caused in the 
world. Over and over again we read of our 
antediluvian ancestors-" and he died." Adam, 
Seth, Enos, etc., each lived many· years, begat 
sons and d�ughters, and then died. But right in 
the centre of this dismal chapter of death we 
discover this gleam of brightness : " Enoch 
walked with God : and he was not ; for God 
took him" (Gen. v. 24). 
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There were two Enochs in the early days of 
human history ; one in the line of Cain, and one 
in the line of Seth. The former had a great 
honour conferred upon him (i.e., what men 
would call an honour) ; earth's first city was 
called after· his name (Gen. iv. 17). During 
several ·cerituri�s there stood this memorial of 
the man, keeping his · memory green. The 
Psalmist says of men of the world : " Their 
inward thought is that their houses shall continue 
for ever, and their dwelling-places to all gen
erations; they �all their lands after their own 
names'' (Psa. xlix .. I I). Enoch means "dedicated." 
Comparing tl;le t\\70 men, we may say of the one 
that he was dedicated to the \vorld, and of the 
other that he was dedicated to God. \Vhich 
had the better portion? 

The Enoch of Cain's line, by reason of his 
city, had a standing in the earth such as his 
namesake never aspired to ; but of what value 
was it when the judgment of God fell upon the 
earth? The city was wiped out, and no one 
can tell us to-day where it once stood. But the 
Enoch of Seth's line, by reason of his delight in 
God and its· happy sequel, has gained for himself 
an imperishable name. �ever- no, not even in 
eterni ty:s age�-will he be forgotten. The one 
man was just a warning to rrien ; the other was 
a bright example. 
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"Enoch walked ·with God." Flesh being what 
it is, this is not natural to man. " There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God" (Rom. iii ii) Our first parents fled 
from God's presence after their transgressio�, 
and all their sinful progeny have turned their 
backs upon their Creator ever since. Apart from 
new birth there could be no walking with God. 
Not until God's s·pirit lays His gracious hand 
upon a man, begetting within him a new life 
and nature, can ther·e be any pleasure in God, or 
any response to His will. It is an interesting 
question \vhy the docti:ine of the new birth is not 
laid down categorically in the Old Testament 
as in the Ne\v. New birth is certainly implied 
in Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, and kindred pas�ages, but 
why is it that nowhere in the Old Testament 
can we find any such explicit stateme�t as that 
of our Lord to Nicodemus in John iii. 7, "Ye 
must be born again " ? The ans\\>·er is very 
simple. Not until the Son came into the world 
was the hopeless evil of flesh fully demonstrated. 
l-Iis coming brought the probationary ages to a 
close. His presence here in goodness and grace 
brought out the hideous evil of flesh to ttie utter
most, so that now �t is in9isputably plain that 
"the carnal mind.(the mind of the flesh) is enmity 
against God : for it is not subject to the law of 
Goel, neither indeed can be. So th�n they tba t 
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are in the flesh.cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 
7-8). Hence man's deep need of a new life and
nature from God.

But something more than new birth is needed 
ere there can be communion ,vi th God. Iu Heb. 
xi. 4, 5, Enoch and Abel are linked together by
the Holy Spirit and .. Ne can learn lessons from
both. Abel obtained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his gifts ; Enoch
before his translation had this testimony (or
witness) that he pleased God. Abel drew near
to God upon the ground of sacrifice. Conscious
of his sinnership (unlike Cain) he put the slain
lamb between himself and God. As the flame
of the burnt-offering ascended, he realized that
spite of all his sinfulness he was accepted of God.
This puts the conscience at rest. Abel's lamb
spoke to God beforehand of the Lamb of Calvary.
The death of Christ has completely removed
from the eye of God all our evil, and in virtue of
what He is as gone up on high .. in the power of
His sacrifice, we stand 1 n di vine acceptance for
ever. How can we but find pleasure in such a
God as ours--a God ,vho has considered and
also met our every need ?

His perfec-t love dismisse� 
All terror from our breasts. 

Some hav� t�ought that Gen. v. 24 gives us a 
hint as to when the great change took place in 
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Enoch's soul. " Enoch walked with God after 
he begat Methuselah three hundred years." Was 
the birth of his son re·ally the occasion when his 
heart turned to God ? It seems to be almost 
implied that he did not walk with God before .. 
Certainly births and deaths are important events 
in family histo.ry, and both should . suggest 
serious thoughts to our mind�, and God's go.od 
Spirit does sometimes use these happenings in· 
blessing to the parties imm�diately concerned. 

What does walking ,vith God mean? Take 
a homely illustration. If the reader saw me 
frequently taking walks with some person, he 
would naturally infer that I like his company, 
and that I find pleasure and profit therein. If l 
did not care for the man's society I should not 
take my exercise with him. Who can adequat�ly 
describe the delightsomeness of companionship 
with God? What do we kno,v of it experi
mentally? The Christian·s walk and Communion 
will be found in r Jno. r. Let us remind 
ourselves that ,ve know God as· Enoch could 
not know Him. In Enoch's day, God had 
not revealed Himself to men as He has 
revealed Himself since. To Enoch·, He was 
known as Elohim, the beneficent Creator·; to 
Abraham, etc., as El-Shaddai, the Almighty 
and All-sufficient One ; and to Moses, and the 
people of Israe 1 generally, as Jehovah, the 
faithful covenant - keeping God. But the 
Christian knows Him as Father. '' The only-
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begotten SoL, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, He hath declared Him" (John i. 18). 

Werepeat, the Christian'svralkand communion 
will be found in r John i. " We walk in the 
ligh fas He is in the· light." How wonderful ! 
How differently Solomon \vas constrained to 
speak. "Jehovah said that He would dwell in 
.the thick darkness" (r Kings viii. 12). "God is 
light," is eternal truth: Light is His very nature. 
But God was not al ways "in the light." This 
is not nature, but attituJe towards men, and 
this necessarily varies according to dispensation. 
In the law-age God was not fully revealed. He 
did not, and could not, tell ou_t all that was in 
His heart for man. Instead, He den1anded 
something from man. (love and obedience), as 
indeed-He was well entitled to do. But the Son 
has now come, and all that God is has been told 
out to u? in His sacred perion. 1'here is no 
longer any .divine reserve. God has come out 
into the light, and ,ve are in the light with Him. 
As Peter expresses it, He " ha th ca'Iled you out 
of darknes� into His marvellous light '' ( 1 Peter 
ii. 9). Thus " we ,valk in the light," i.e., ,ve
walk in the enjoym�nt of -all that God is, as so
blessedly expressed in the Son of His love.

With an overflowing heart the Apostle \vri tes: 
"that which we have seen and heard declare 
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\Ve unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us, and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and·with His Son Jesus Christ, and these 
things write we unto you that your joy may be 
full" (I John i. 3-4). The Father shares with 
us His delight in the Son, and the Son shares 
with us all the Father's love. This is bliss 
indeed, and the Spirit dwells within us to make 
it all good to our souls. 

· A word of c�tition may be wholesome here.
Let not service by its abundance displace com
munion. A good husband \vill appreciate all 
that an industrious. wife can do for him, but not 
at the expense ot being deprived of her society. 
Another has said : "I have discovered a grave 
error I have been making for the greater part of 
my life. He has been asking for me, and I have 
been offei-:ing. Him my service instea1 L We are 
more to Him than all our bits of service." To 
serve Him amongst men is good ; to walk with 
Him in unbroken, hallowed communion 1s 
better. 

Let us now consider Enoch's testimony. 
-Being in heart estrange4 from a world that was
ripening fast for judgment, he testified against
it that its deeds were evil, and warned men of
what was coming. 1'he Holy Spirit was pleased to
withhold the record of this, until Jude wrote his
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brief epistle tovvards the close of the first 
century of the Christian era. "Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied · ... saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh v.r ith te!! thousands of 
His saints, to execute judgment upon all, and· to 
convince all that are ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodJy sinners have spol<en against Him" (Jude 
14- 15). This prophecy has obviously not yet
received its complete fulfilment. It looks on to
that day to which all prophecy points, when
God will put do,;,\in evil once for all by the Man
whom He has ordained. But like many another
prediction which ·looks on to the last great crisis,
it had a partial fulfilment soon after it was
uttered. 'fhe \Vickedness of men in the earth
became so appalling that God ·was constrained
to sweep the whole mass avvay by the waters of
the flood, one family alone escaping the awful
catastrop�. At one stroke all men's ,vorks
were destroyed, and all their schemes were
brought to nought. Dark shadow beforehand of
the great overthrow now so near !

Enoch deeply felt the gravity of the time in 
which he lived, and this is reflected in the name 
that he gave to his son. "Methuselah " means 
"after he is dead it shall be sent." The father 
had the coming judgment in mind when he 
named his child. The name almost amounted 
to a prayer-a prayer to the effect that the stroke 
might be delayed until his son passed out of the 
world. To this desire God graciously responded, 
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for the flood came not until the. year 
following Methuselah's death. In the fact that 
Methuselah lived longer than any man before or 
since (96g years) we may learn the forbearance 
of God-how slow He is to execute judgment 
upon His foes. 

Let us pause here, and ask ourselves whether 
we feel the gravity of the time in which our lot 
is cast. Do we really believe, what we frequently 
say, that judgment is fast approaching? Our 
lives will tell how far we really believe our own 
testimony. Peter, in view of this very thing, 
addresses to us this challenge, "Seeing then that 
all these things shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all holy convert 
sation and godliness?" (2 Pet. iii. 1 r). Holy 
aloofness from all the world's ways, and 
earnestness of spirit in our warnings and 
entreaties to our fellow-men, will assuredly 
mark those who believe in their ·hearts that the 
last overwhelming catastrophe is at hand. 

Let us now read what Scripture tells us about 
Enoch's translation. In Gen. v. 25 it is very 
tersely expressed : " he was not, for God took 
him." In f-Ieh. xi. 5 the happy even_t is dealt 
with more fully: "By faith Enoch was translated 
that he should not see death; and he was not 
found, because God had translated him; fur 
before his translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God " vVe need not suppose that any
thing wonderful was witnessed by his neighbours. 
When the two slain witnesses of Rev. xi. are 
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raised and taken up it will be a public event• 
"They ascended up to heaven in ·a cloud; and 
t_heir enemies beheld them." But nothing of the 
kind is suggested in the case of Enoch. " He 
was not," says Gen, v.; "he was not found,'' says 
Heb. xi. He· was simply missed by thnse TNho 
knew him ; nothing more. And to this day we 
should not know what became of him were it 
not that Gen. v. says '' God took him," and Heb. 
xi. tells us "he vvas translated that he �hould
not see death." Wonderful power of God that
is able thus to triumph over the most dreaded
enemy of man !

The proper expectation of the Christian is just 
such an end as Enoch had. Nowhere in the 
New Testament is the believer in Jesus told to 
prepare for death, but many, 1nany times the 
Spirit exhorts us to be ever ready for the coming 
of the Lord. Before the judgments break forth, 
the Lord Jesus will gather up His own. On the 
great day of His appearing we are to be mani
fested with Hitn in glory, and in order that this 
may be, He ·nill first assemble us around Himself 
on high. 1'o the Thessalonian babes 1 

so sorely 
perplexed because some of their number had 
fallen asleep, the A post le desc1 i bes the blessed 
hope in terms of the utmost possible simplicity. 
"'l'he Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God : and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then ,ve ·\vhich are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together ,vitl1 them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air : and so 
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shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words" ( I Thess. 
iv._16.i8). 

Do not confound this with prophetic events, 
beloved reader. Many predictions must be 
fulfilled before the feet of our blessed Lord stand 
upon the mount of Olives, but nothing whatever 
stands between us and our gathering unto Him 
in the air. It may conceivably take place ere the 
reader lays do,vn this paper. But are we ready 
in our affections and ways to meet our Lord thus 
quickly? Oh, if there be anything in us that 
needs to be corrected, let us have grace to 
correct it without a moment's delay. Enoch, 
before his translation, had this testimony that he 
pleased God. In what way the testimony \vas 
borne to him, we know not. God may have 
spoken orally to him, or He may simply have 
given him the in,vard sense that his ways were 
well-pleasing in His sight. Let us earnestly 
seek this. May we walk so transparently .and 
unaffectedly befo�e God that conscience may not 
accuse, but that instead we may have the happy 
sense that all is well between our souls and Him. 

It has frequently heen said that Enoch was a 
type of the Church, as Noah was a type of the 
remnant of Israei. This is true, but we may go 
still further. Abel, Enoch, Noah, etc., all 
typified Christ in one aspect or another. Enoch 
presents Him to us as the heavenly Man who 
was altogether for God's pleasure in the earth. 
Whatever may have been the divine method of 
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conveying to Enoch the blessed testimony that 
he pleased God, we know how this '\Vas conveyed 
to the Lord Jesus. Twice, at Jordan and upon 
the holy mount, the Father's voice was heard, 
saying, " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5). 

Enoch, like the Church, told of judgment 
approaching, but was removed before it came; 
Noah, like the believing remnant of Israel in the 
last great crisis, told of the judgment, but was 
not removed from the scene. I-Iis lot was to 
pass through the terrible ordeal, but mercifully 
preserved by God for blessing ip. the cleansed 
earth. 

We wait for God's Son from heaven. While 
we ,vait, let us walk with God. 

"0 God, Thou art far other than men have dreamed and 
taught, 

Unspoken in all languages, unpictured in all thought, 
Thou God art God-he only learns what the great 

. �ame must be 
Whose raptured heart within him burns, because he 

walks with Thee." 



GIDEON ; or God First. 
' 

Judges 6th Chapter. 

Men and women who are prepared to stand for 
God, as Daniel did of old, are greatly needed 
to-day. \Ve do not lack conversions, for many are 
being gathered in, but how many are really out and 
out for Christ, prepared to pay the price of wit
nessing a bold confession ? As this is done, the 
appreciation of their Saviour is· manifested. 
Gideon was one of this noble band. 

The condition of the people in Gideon's day was 
1nuch the same as it is in ours, and we must bear 
in mind that v. l, of this 6th chapter is speaking 
of the " CHILDREN OF ISRAEL," and not an 
outside nation. God's own people, and it says of 
·them

"THEY DID EVIL." 
Are you aware that it is possible for Christians 

to do the same? Some wrongly say that when ,ve 
are saved, we never sin again. This is gross 
error, for as children of God, we are liable to sin 
after conversion as well as before, but with this 
difference, that now we have a power within us, 
and on our side with which, if we like, we can over
come the temptation. Previously we stood all 
alone, but since we trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, 
He has been for us and. with us, and the Holy 
Spirit has been in us to constrain and restrain, 
making it possible to gain the victory if we so 
choose, but as the Children of Israel did evil, so 
to-day _do many Christians, even after conversion. 

The nation of Israel sinned and the Lord 
DELIVERED THEM INTO BONDAGE; 

into the hand of the Midianites seven years, and 
I should not be at all surprised if amongst those 
who read these lines are s01ne Christians who are 
in bondage because of sin. If so, may they heed 
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the word of the Lord in order that, like Israel, they 
n1ay be delivered from the evil. Midian is a type 
of the world, so that the children of Israel were 
delivered into (what in type spoke of) the power and 
dominion of the v1orld, because of their evil 
doings. See Judges 6. 2. 

How sad it is when we get out of touch with 
God! Doubtless, most of us know by experience, 
\\-hat this is, for we do not live everyday in close 
com1nunion, even though others may think ,ve 
do. And it is well to remember that the. speaker 
on the platform is as the listener in the seats : 
all are subject to like passions. We do not live 
everyday and all the day in close communion with 
God, for there are times when we stumble and fall, 
but let us ever remember, that when we sin we 
can go to the Father in confession, and the 
Scripture says that, " If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just · to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrigh teousncss." 
1 John 1. 9. There are three things said 
of these people in bondage. They were 
driven out of their homes and dwelt in 
the caves and mountains. In other words, they 
were 

E.ARTI-I DWELLERS.

Among the first signs of Christians being out of 
touch with God is the fact that they become 
earth centred. While their home is in Heaven 
from .whence they look for the Sa vi our, their walk 
is more in accord with earth than Heaven. Those 
who trust the Lord Jesus Christ are seated in the 
heavenlies in Him, but when we get out of touch 
with Him, we lose sight of our heavenly calling, 
and become earthly minded Christians. But let 
us never forget, that even then we are still '' in the 
heavenlies," as far as our position is concerned. 
That can never be affected by our conduct, for it 
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rests on the finished work of Christ. But our 
enjoyment of that position is gone, we become 
occupied merely with things down here. 

The second thing about these people is that no 
sooner did they sow the seed in their land than the 
Midianites destroyed all the increase, and 

1

that is 
the second sign of being out of touch with God. 

BARRENNESS OF SOUL. · 

No food, nothing to feast upon. We look at our 
Bible, but cannot see the things there that we used 
to see. The Word which used to shine, now 
seems dull and barren. The world robs us, as it 
did Israel ; they sovved the seed and when they 
looked for the increase there was nothing, the 
Midianites had destroyed it and they had none 
upon which to live. No home ; earth dwellers ; 
and nothing to satisfy. 

Thirdly the Children of Israel were 

OVERWHELMED 

because the enemy was as grasshoppers for multi
tude, which is another characteristic of the back
s]ider. I wonder if my reader is overwhelmed and 
feels like giving up, and says, " I have come to

think that it is hardly ,vorth while being a Chris
tian after all.'' Alas, how many have been in this 
condition, and often because some known sin has 
been permitted ! It was when Isrsel realised their 
position thus, that they 

"CRIED UNTO THE LORD." 

What better could they have done? The Scrip
ture s�ys, they cried, " because of the Midianites." 
How like us! We get into difficulties because of 
our own evil way, and then we cry to the Lord 
about the difficulty and sorrow, but not about the 
SIN. \Ve kneel down before Him in prayer, and 
pour out our heart because of the oppression of the 
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,vay, but like Israel, ·we do not confess the cause of 
the trouble, but rather complain of its effect. 
The Lord, however, always delights to see the bro
ken and· contrite heart, and He will always hear 
the cry if true purpose of heart is manifest. Thus 
v. 7 tells us �hat " it came to pass when the Chil
dren of Israel cried unto 'the Lord because of the
l\tlidianites, that

"THE LORD SENT A PROPHET." 
He was an un-n_amed prophet (type of the Holy 

Spirit) and one would expect that he ,vould rebuke 
them for their evil way, but.no, the .first and main 
thing ,vas to remind them of the loving-kindness 
of their God.· ?eeJudges G. 8-10. 

"BUT YE HAVE NOT OBEYED MY VOICE" 

Thev cried because of the Midianites, but the 
prophet that God sent showed them that the real 
cause was their own disobedience. Do you see the 
force of this, my reader ? We get away from God 
and then come back because v-.1e are not satisfied 
with ourselves, and because we realise that we are 
not in a happy condition of soul. God hears our 
cry and reminds us of His loving kindness, and 
before long we realise that our circumstances arc 
our own fault, because we have not obeyed His 
voice. May I suggest that whenever we get into 
a backsliding condition it is because we have 
di�obeyed some known word of the Lord. Maybe, 
the vVord of God has taught us that a certain path 
should be followed in our daily life, but we are not 
willing to obey, possibly because. ,ve do not think 
ourselves able, and thus disobey what we know the 
Lord would have us do. In consequence of this ,ve 
are unhappy, being out of communion with the 
One who loves us most. ,ve may go on like that 
for a v-.1eek or a month or even longer. Everything 
seems to go wrong at v-.1orl<: and at home. If such 
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is your condition, my reader, the only remedy is· 
to make full confession, retrace the · wrong pat h 
and OBEY ,vhere you previously disobeyed, 
making reparation if your disobedience has.affected 
others. 

Here the first portion of our story closes, " 
"BUT YE HAVE NOT O.BEYED MY VOICE." 

A.t v. 11 the scene changes, and we behold some
thing entirely different. The angel of the Lord 
comes down and visits this very place and finds a 
man just like other men, one similar to all around 
him. THE DELIVERER. 

We need to note this man's name, his father's 
name, the place he was· in and the work he was 
doing. It was none other than Gideon, the Son 
of Joash, and he was in the winepress, threshing 
wheat. 

(1) His Name-Gideon, meaning :-" a man of
power.'' 

(2) His Father's name-J oash, the abiezrite,
meaning:-" the Lord gave, and the 
Father of Help." 

(3.) His abode-In the Winepress (l>l ewberry). 
(4) His work-Threshing Wheat.

Surely this can be nothing less than a type of the 
place called CALV ARY 
where One of Power, given of God, the Father of 
Help, trod the winepress alone; and was also the 
Wheat threshed in judgment. Judges 6. 10 closes 
with disobedience, but verse 11 with the perfect
obedience of God's chosen one, telling of Him who. 
was obedient even unto death, and that the death 
of th� Cross. As children of God we cannot look 
upon this scene too carefully nor too often. 

This scene was 
44,._ PLACE OF IDENTIFICATION 

with a sinning people, for when the Angel of the 
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Lord appeared unto Gideon I?e spoke not on his 
own behalf but for the people-v. 13. At the 
place called Calvary, there was One who stood in 
our.place and identified Himself with us. He the 
just and Holy One took our place and was made a 
Sin Offering in our stead who were the unjust 
and unholy. 

A PLACE OF WEAKNESS, v. 15. 

"My family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my father's house." Does not this re
mind us of the Saviour, of whom it is recorded in 
2 Cor. 8. 9 that, " though He was rich yet for your 
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty 
might be rich? " Indeed the place of weakness, 
but thank God it was 

THE PLACE OF POWER. 

The very man that was conscious of his weak
ness was really strong; the man that was poorest 
and least, was acclaimed by God as '' thou mighty 
man of valour,' 'and counselled by Jehovah Himself 
in v. 14 to "go in this thy might." The Christ 
of God, through weakness and apparent defeat 
manifested His Divine power and might, rising 
from the tomb, Conqueror over death1 having lived 
and died well pleasing to the Father. This scene 
,vas also 

THE PLACE OF MANIFESTATION. 

It was there the angel of the Lord APPEARED, 
and it was at Cal vary that God manifested Himself 
in the fulness of His love for lost sinners, who were 
afar off and without hope. "No man hath seen 
God at any time; the only begotten Son which is 
in the bosom of the Father, He ha th declared 
(manifested) Him." (John I, 18). 

All that has gone before speaks of Cal vary in its 
sin offering aspect, i.e., identification, weakness, 
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power and manifestation. .A..11 this presents our 
side. of that great sacrifice, but there was some
thing else in Calvary! God had a portion. 

'' And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid and 
unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour; the flesh he 
put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot 
and brought it out unto Him under the oak, and 
presented it."-v.19. 

We find the kid used as a peace offering (Lev. 3.) 
and the unleavened cakes in the meal offering 
(Lev. 2.) each called " a sweet savour to God,H 
which was never said of the sin offering. Here then 
is worship, for that which is acceptable to God is 
offered on the ground of all that has gone before, 
by the one who has threshed wheat in the winepress. 

Further, the sacrifice was offered upon 
THE ROCK. 

All speaks of Christ and every wit uttereth His 
glory. 

On the rock were placed the kid and the flour; 
(Christ in His varied aspects) and behold fire came 
out of the rock, and" fed upon it" (Jud. 6. 21) 
(Newberry), showing God's satisfaction in the work 
of His Beloved Son. 

We pass on in our study and find 

A PLACE OF DEFEAT 

for the enemy, which is discovered by Baal's follow
ers very early in the morning, and the cry goes 
forth " Who hath done this thing? " Verse 29. 
How like many years afterwards, when, very early 
in the morning a company of women came along a 
dusty road, and likewise found a great defeat of the 
enemy, and a great victory for the Lord. The cry 
tb.en went f<:>rth, " He is not here ; for He is 
Risen ! " Matt. 28. 6. 

RESURRECTION. 

Christ had risen triumphant over the grave, 
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annulling death and destroying him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil, and delivering 
them who, through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bo�dage. Heb. 2. 14 and 15. 
Christ the Son of God had accomplished what man 
had tried to do for centuries. Now we read, " the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and 

HE SENT MESSENGERS 

throughout all Manasseh.". v. 34-5. Turning to 
the New Testament, we find that the Lord Jesus 
Christ after His resurrection SENT MESSENGERS 
also, saying, "GO YE into all :the world and preach 
the Gospel " Mark 16. 15. 

Then follo,ved 
A GREAT GATHERING 

as the result of the going forth of the messengers, 
and all were gathered to a person-Gideon. So 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the power of His resurrec
tion sent forth His messengers, and on the 

DAY OF PENTECOST 

there was a great gathering, which has continued 
from that day until the present moment, and all to 
a person-the Lord Jesus Christ. Gathered unto 
Him, is where we should be on the first day of the 
week to remember Him in the Breaking of Bread 
until He· come. 

The next thing we observe, is that Gideon ask d 
that dew might come, first on the fleece only, and 
that all around should be dry, and then, �hat the· 
dew should not touch the fleece at all, but fall on 
the ground ·all around it. 

At Pentecost when the Jews, gathered by the 
messengers that had been sent, were together, we 
find that the Holy Spirit came down and abode on 
them. Later in the 10th chapter of Acts, verse 45, 
we find the Holy Spirit came down upon the 
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Gentiles. To the Jew first, after,vards the Gent
iles, is the truth unfolded in the New TestamenL 
Verily, the fleece was a striking illustration of 
Israel, and the " all around " of the Gentiles,.

whilst the dew is an emblem of the Holy Spirit. 
In Jud. 7. v. 1, there were thirty-two thousand. 

followers gathered to Gideon, willing to stand in. 
the great fight to overcome those who typify the· 
world, the Midianites. Dear fellow believer, you 
and I have taken our stand with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Of the thirty-two thousand ,vho followed 
Gideon, only three hundred were overcomers. Of 
the company of the saved, how· many in comparison 
are really overcomers ? Do we hang our heads 
with shame as we ponder such divine truths know
ing full well that so many of-us are not overcomers _;· 
and are sadly conscious of it ? The difference 
between the three hundred who overcame the 
Midianites and the large number that failed is of 
vast importance. The Lord first said to Gideon, 
'·tell those who are" fearful and afraid," to return," 
and twenty-two thousand out of the thirty-two 
thousand went back. Ten thousand did not re
turn for they were sure they were on the winning 
side, but the others, at the most could only hoi:e 
they ,vere. 

TWO THIRDS FAILED 

in the first test. As good soldiers of Jesus Christ 
we must have faith in our Captain and- be able to 
say, "I KNO\V whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him against that day." 2 
Tim. 1. 12. This is true faith and is again beauti
fully defined in Romans 4. 21. "Being FULLY 
PERSUADED that, what He had promised, He 
\\"as able also to perform." Whether we are 
young or old christians, there is sufficient in the 
,vord of God to give us boldness to say, " I 
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KNOW," and this is what we need first of a11, 
.assurance of salvation and faith in God. Are you 
fully persuaded, dear reader, that your salvation 
rests, not on your feeble efforts, but the faithful 
vVork and Word of your Saviour? 

What God says, we are going to believe, is the 
stand of those who have faith in Him. Make this 
iruth your own this very day, and put both your 
feet ?own, as �t were, on God's Word, claiming its 
precious promises as your own. 

God can do wonders with those who will trust 
Him, and trust Him fullv. 

That great man of faith, George Muller, of Bri5tol, 
was used of God to erect five orphan houses as a 
living testimony that God ansvvers prayer, all be
cause He took God to mean what He said. 

Charles H. Spurgeon was the means of leading 
many thousands to Christ, because He believed His 
God to mean what He said. David Livingstone 
moved a continent, through fa�th. Twelve. dis
ciples turned the world upside down, because they 
were on God's side. If three or four believers to
day would similarly trust their Lord, who can tell 
ihe limit of what the results would be, for :, the 
God that lived in Moses' day is just the same 
to-day.'' This was 

A PlTBLIC TEST. 
for all Gideon's followers. but for the ten thousand 
who trusted their Captain a further private test 
ieomes. When we are willing to take our stand for 
the Master and step out into the pathway of faith, 
the Lord tries us by private tests. Abraham was 
iried we remember, by what to him was an un
Known test, but he obeyed fully. When the Lord 
i.s thus trying us we are oftimes unconscious of the 
fact or of the ulti�ate purpose in view. Gideon is 
now told to take the ten thousand faithful men 
down unto the water-vii. 4. Those that drink one 
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way put on one side, and those that drink in a 
different way put on the other side. They drink 

.and 
GIDEON DIVIDES 

according to the Lord's instructions, with the 
result that 9,700 are on one side, and three hundred 
on the other. The 300 were the company the Lord 
chose, for they were the better men. The others. 
although they could trust Him, must go back. 
" What constituted the difference ? " you ask. 
Just this-as soon as the 9,700 saw water, they 
were down on their knees gratifying their thirst, ·but 
when the three hundred saw water they gathered a 
little in their hands, and with one eye on the 
enemy they just quenched their thirst, and that 
was all. They put 

THE LORD'S WORK FIRST 

and their need after, whilst the 9,700 put their 
need first, and the Lord's work after. Which do 
we do ? Why we fail so often in our Christian 
life is because we put ourselves first and God next. 
Is that so in your case ? Pause, my reader, and 
answer quietly to God Himself. How often, when 
God tests us, do we please ourselves first and then 
think about Him ! God wants men and women 
who are going to consider His cause first and who 
can give up all for Him. The three hundred thus 
chosen are now furnished for the fight. 

THEIR EQUIPMENT. 
1-.I 

consisted of a trumpet, an empty pitcher and ai.

lighted lamp. Strange things for soldiers to go to 
war with indeed ! A trumpet was not so bad, but 
how could a pitcher with a lighted lamp within 
be used? However, it was God's order, and be
cause they were men of faith, they believed Him 
and trusted His word, using this extraordinary 
equipment. If we are willing to trust our Lord� 
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,ve have to trust at strange times and in unthought 
.of ways, believing that He will use them and us 
:in them. 

\Vith the battle pitched, and the company 
divided in to three separate hundreds all provided 
with trumpets, empty pitchers and lighted lamps 
they go foward. " And Gideon said unto them, 

LOOK ON ME AND DO LIKEWISE 

and behold, when I come to the outside of the camp 
it shall be that, as I do, shall ye· do." v. 7. They 
were men with their eye upon the Captain. It was 
not what THEY would do, but what HE did, they 
must do. When Gideon blew with the trumpet, 
they blew with the trumpet, and when he broke 
the pitcher and held forth the lamp, they did like
wise. That is what we are to do in this day in 
which we are living. \Vith our eye on Christ do 
as He did when down here. Hold forth the �'ord 
of Life and shine as bright lights in this present 
evil age. The pitcher had to be broken, speaking 
of the breaking of ourself (the earthen vessel) in 
order that the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ might shine out to those around us, 
and in verse 21 we read, "they 

STOOD EVERY MAN IN HIS PLACE." 

Gideon's men stood as Daniel did. All stood 
together, every man in his place. Do we wonder 
at what happened ? All the host of the Midian
ites, that oppressed them, " ran and cried, and 
fled." 

Beloved Christian reader, to be overcomers, we 
must be men of faith, able to control our passions, 
having our eye on the Master, and what He says 
to us, do. May this be not only our desire, but 

. our blessed experience. Then shall we be "more 
than conquerors through Him that loved us." 

: Rom. 8. 37. G. F. VALLANCE.



The Great Tribulation. 
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CHAPTER .I. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 

T
HE hope of the · church is the coming of the

Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour to the· air, to 
complete the work of her salvation by the 

redemption of the bodies of His risen and living 
saints. Then shall· the redeemed see the Lord, 
and in that moment they shall be chang,ed into 
His likeness, and they shall ever afterwards be 
with the Lord. Wherever He goes they shall 
accompany Him, going with Him from the air 
to the Father's house, th� judgment seat of Christ, 
and the marri.age supper of the Lamb; coming 
forth with Him in power and glory to the earth; 
sharing in His triumph, vindication, g1ory and 
reign, and abiding with Him throughoqt the day 
of eternity. But the hope of Israel is the coming 
of the Lord Jesus as the Son of man to earth, .to 
deliver them from their foes and set up His king
dom in power, righteousness and peace, reigning 
over the whole earth for the thousand years as 
David's Son, upon David's throne in Jerusalem, 
from which all blessings shall go forth to the 
ends of the earth, and to which all the glory and 
honour of the Gentile kings and nations shall be 
brought. Between the fulfilment of thes3 

Two Hopes-
one relating to heaven and the· heavenly saints, 
and the other to earth and the earthly peopJe, 
Israel-there shall come upon the earth (but 
specially upon the land of Israel) that awful period 
of suffering, sorro,w and judgment, called in the 
Holy Scriptures, '' the Great Tribulation." Before 
it comes upon the earth the redeemed of the 
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present age shall all be taken (at the rapture) 
to heaven, and when it is taking place up'Jn 
earth they shall be seated in heavenly glory, serv
ing and worshipping the Lamb, who by His 
sacrificial death has deliv£ r.ed them from all 

. 
. 

coming· wrath . (the g·reat tribulation included), 
and at its close the Lord Jesus Ohriigt (acco,m
panied by His heavenly saints and His 1nighty 
angels) shall come to the earth as Son of n1a n 
-the hope of Israel-to deliver the god.ly Jewish
re1nnant from their foes.

It is only in the Holy Scriptures that "\Ve have 
any trustworthy information concerning the future. 
1\1:an cannot foretell the future course of history, 
but God has proved by the fulfilment of hundreds 
of prophecies, ·written hundreds of years 
before the events took place, that He can and does 
foreknow and reveal future history. These events 
all took place in the very way, at the exact tin1e, 
and in the place that He foretold they shou 1d. 
Now, if all the prophecies relating to the 1,iast 
history of Israel and the first coining of the Lord 
have been literally fulfilled, is it not fair to assume 
that all pTophecies relating to coming events shall 
in like manner be literally fulfilled ? Now, the 
Word of God reveals to us that b>2:t ween the 
second con1in·g of the 'Lord to the air and His 
revelation to the earth, the great tribulation shall 
take place. It shall ·begin when the abomination . 
is set up in the holy place of the 1>t,builb ten1ple 
in Jerusalem, and end when Christ appears in 
power and glory, c01ning with His saints to earth. 

"Why is the Great Tribulation sent upon 
Israel?" 

When the Jewish people took Jesus and 
delivered Him to the Roman Governor for judg
ment, Pilate found no fault in Him, and ,vould 
have let. Him go free, but the Jewish rulers ,vere 
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determined that Jesus should be put to <leath, and 
they moved the people to compel Pilate by their 
threats and cries to send Hi1n to the cross. 
" When Pilate saw he could prevail nothing, he 
took ,:\ a ter and washed his hands before the 
1nultitude, saying, 'I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person, see ye to it.' " ,c Then answered 
a11 the people, and said, His blood he on us and 
on our children." The Lord had told the1n, a fe,·w 
days before, that vengeance for the righteous blood 
shed upon the earth would co1ne upon the Jewish 
nation. They had rejecteid, mocked and killed 
Jehovah's prophets, and no,�, they were filling up 
the cup of their iniquity by· 1nurdering their 
Messiah-Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Lord 
of glory. Their awful prayer for His blood to 
be upon them and upon their children was 
partially fulfilled in the days of vengeance th�4t 
fell upon Jerusalem wh2n it was taken and 
destroyed by the Roman armies under Titus, over 
a million Jews being slain and vast num_bers sold 
as captives and dispersed a1nong the nations. But 
it will be com-�etely fulfilled in the g·reat tribula
tion, when their children shall st.door untokl 

. horrors at the hands of tr.e A.ntichri. t. 

Jeremiah's Prophecy concerning the Great 
Tribulation 

(chap. xxx. 1-9), is !)ne of great importance, for 
the Lord commanded him to write it in a book, 
for the days would come when He would cau� 
His Jewish people to return to their own land and 
to possess it again. They shall return in unbelief, 
rebuild the temple and establish temple worship 
again, with a Jewish _priesthood, and the Eacrifices, 
Law and Sabbath observed in the land. But they 
shall return to pass through a time of terriblie 
sorrow, which sihall come upon "Israel and 
Judah," not upon the Church; called " the time 
of Jacob's trouble," because the Jews, and not 
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the Church ) shall pass through it. The terrors 
of the tribulation shall cause 111011 to ti�1nble in 
the present and fear concerning the more terrible 
judgn1ents yet to fall on the g·uilty people. 

Scripture tells us that '' that day is great, so 
that there is none like it." We search the records 
of the past in vain for such a time of national 
calamity; and such days the earth shall never 
experience again. But though Satan has stirred 
up n1en to attempt Israel's dBstruction at this time, 
yet Jacob shall be delivered out of his tin1e of 
trouble. The yoke and bonds of G-entile rule 
shall be broken, and they shall become the 
servants of the Lord, ·worshipping and serving 
Him, and Cl;irist shall sit upon David's throne in 
Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah clearly teach�s us (1) that Israel will 
be back in their own land when Jacob's trouble 
co1nes; (2) that it will concern Israel a�.d Judah, 

\ 
' . 

the t,wo branches of Jewish people, but not a 
word about the Church; (3) that it wtll be the 
time of Jacob's trouble. When it takes _place the 
Church will be seated in heavenly glory as _the 
enthroned elders (Rev·. iv.); ( 4) that Jacob will 
be saved out of it. The J-ew-ish people have 
never yet been. gathered ba.:�c to their own land 
-· only a small, -remnant returned fro1n the Baby
lonian ca.ptitity, and they are no,v seal tered 
through out the ear'th, groa.nin.g under Gentile 
rule•. But then national salvation shall con1e to 
the Jewi$h nation and individual . salvation to 
every Jew. '' AU Israel shall be saved''; (5) they 
shall serve David, their I(ing ( i.e., their Messiah
Ohrist), whom they now despise and reject. 

Daniel' speaks of tho�,e Days (chap. xi.i. 1.4) 
as a time of trouble such as there had nevBr been 
in national history in the past, or would be in the 
future until the tribulation came. Then shall 
Michael, the great angelic prince, stand up and, 
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as the fir. t step towards Israel's d�:iliverance, he 
and his angels ·hall cast Satan and his hosts out or

the heavens clovi1n to earth. Satan, coming down 
to earth in person in g�1'€at ·wrath, s�ek� to destroy 
the Jewish people, whon1_ he h�tes bec�use they 
were God's people, and because . of them the 
�1essiah-his g�at adversary-can1e. In order to 
ac4ieve Hi_s pur:Qose, he obtains control of �he 
1uig�ty RoJ.?lan Empir�, and s�nds forth the man 
of sin-the Antichrist, the ��c9nd beast of Rev. 
xiii.-whon1 the Jewish nation welcome as their 

. . . . . 

d�liverer and Messiah. A.las, they soon find that 
Antichrist is not a lan1b, but a. devouring lion like 
his great master, and soon the great tribulation 
bursts in all . �ts fu1�y upon them. But despite all
tl�e po-,:ver _ of- �atan - •arid �his earthly hosts, the 
purpos�s o! God I)?.Ust. stand, and so we read that 
Daniel's people ( i.e., the J �ws). shall b� delivered 
at that ti1ne ( i.e., at its close) by the personal 
ap�aranoe o( .the Lord to sm�te all their foes. 
rrhe n1ass of the Jewish nation shall perish in the 
troubles of this tin1e, but an elect ren1nant '' every
one that shall· be found ,vritten in tho Book " 
shall be clelivered, and., that re_mnant shall become 
a strong nation de. tined I to be9ome tho . head of 
the _nations duri�g t}1e kingdon1 ag-e. Daniel's 
people ,;vere n�t · deliv:er�d at the siege o� Jerusa
lem. Ou the qpntrary, they yvere defeated by the 
Romans and diapersed . through the �1orld; nol' 
have they sinc0i been - delivered. 'l'hey are yet 
'3cattered 1n every Jar_1�, the_ servants and captives
of the Gentile pations. 'l"his fact sta1nps the great 
tribulation as being· a future event. 

CHAPTER II. 
THE OLIVET DISCOURSE. 

I
N the worcl of the Lord to Jeremiah and Daniel

concerning the 'great tribu1ation, three great 
f4cts · are clearly stat.ed-



8 THE GREAT TRIBULATION. 

(1) That the tribulation shall be upon the
Je-wish_ people. 

(2) That the tribulation shall be a tirne of
unparalleled suffering. 

(3) That the Jewish people shall be tlelivered
from their enemies at its close by the appearing 
of the Lord in glory. In the Olivet discourse 
recorded in Matthew xxiv ., our Lord confirms these 
three great facts, and also revealed to His disciples, 
in answer to their questions, the sign of the 
beginning of the tribulation �nd the cause of' its 
gudden tern1ination. The disciples asked Him 
three questions-(1) 

When shall these things be? 

This question is -not ans·werecl in Matthew's Gospel, 
but is fully answered in that of Luke, chapter xxi., 
verses 20 to 24, where our Lord told His disciples 
that when '' they shall see Jerus.alem compassed 
with armies then they shall k11-ow that the desola
tion thereof is nigh. . . ." Warning them to 
flee out of the city, for these be th� days of 
vengeance on Israel for their rejec�ion and 1nurder 
of Hin1self ( the <lays of vengeance were fulfilled at 
Jerusalem's siege, almost 1,900 years ago, but the 
great tribulation is yet future)-when there shall 
be great distress in the land ( i.e., of Palestine), 
and great· wrath upon this people (i.e., the Jews), 
and in that awful siege His prophetic word was 
fulfilled-. "They shall perish by the edge of the 
sword (over 1,100,000 perished in the sieg,e), and 
shall be. led captive into all nations (they were 
sold as slaves in such numbers that ere long no 
man would buy them), and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of t.he Gentiles (be under the rule of 
Gentile nations) until the times of t'1e Gentiles 
(i.e., their world power) be fulfilled." 

(2) Their seqond question was:
' 

"What shall be the Sign ·of Thy Coming? " 
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In ans-,:vering it the Lord warns the1n that before 
His con1ing to earth (i.e., in ,the first ha,lf of 
Daniel's 70th week, verses 4 to 31) many false 
Christs shall �ppear; there shall be wars and 
rumours of wars, fan1ines, pestilences and earth
quakes sl1all be in divers places; and these are 
only the beg�inning of sorrows, for ·worse is to 
follo,v i_n the great tribulation of the second half 
of the 70th week. The sign of the beginning of 
the great tribulation shall appear in the setting up 
of the abon1ination of desolation in the holy place 
in the temple in Jerusalem.· 

The gTeat tribulation shall burst suddenly upon 
the Jewish people who have· entered into covenant 
,vith Antichrit,t, and are1 looking to hin1 to 
maintain them in their relig�ious liberties and 
privileges. The -Lord Jesus has left on record in 
this Scripture, for the guidance of His people in 
those a,vful days, the sign that will mark the 
beginning of the tribulation; how they shall act 
"?irhen they see the sign, and the signs that will 
accompany- its close and His own personal 
appearing in glory. Everything in the clir9ction .. 
for flight is characberistica.lly Jewish, sh Ywing 
quite clearly that the Church is not before the 
Saviour's eye, when He beholds and speaks of 
these coming events on earth. Those that are in 
Judea· are to flee ( the Church is in all lands) they 
are to pray that their · flight n1ay not be on the 
Sabbath Day (the Jewish Sabbath will then be 
again observed and the law kept in Palestine. 
Christendon1 does not observe the Sabbath-the 
seventh d�y, but the Lord's Day-the first day of 
the week) because they could only go a short 
distance-a Sabbath day's journey-Qn that day. 
·Then there shall arise false messiahs (Christiuns
acknowledge Obrist as Saviour and Lord), and false
prophets showing great signs and wonders (false
t.eachers, denying the Lord whose nan1e th�y
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profess, are the curse of Christendom in the 
closing· clays as Peter foretold), and in the 
rebuilt temple the priesthood will €Lgain offer 
Jewish sacrifices according to Jewish ritual. 

Then the Saviour speaks of the terrible s·everity 
of those days: " Then shall be great tribulation 
such as was not from the beg·inning of the world 
to thi� ti111e, no-nor ever shall be." The only 
hope �f escape . for the godly Jew will be in 
immediate flight, forsaking· everything in order 
to preserve his life, not even returning to his home 
if he happened to he in the field - when the E ign 
appeared in the holy place. For Antichrist will 
i111mediately compel all, on pain · of dooth; to be 
branded with 

The Mark of the Beast 

(which will mean eternal torment at Jehovah's 
righteous hands) and to worship ·11is in1age. 
The da�1ge1rs to the saints will be spiritual 
as well· as physica], for false Christs and 
prophets will arise, seeking to turn the1n a way 
fro1n Goel. A.gainst the•1n the Saviour warned His 
disciples, telling them in His word, " that the 
coming of the So� of 1uan w'ill be a public event, 
seen as clearly by all as the lightning that flashes 
.fro1n the one end of heaven to the other can be, 
and that those who· in the ,vildernes , or in the 
secret cliambers profe.ss to he Christs or prophets 
merely prove the falsity of their o,vn c1ai111s by 
their secrecy." 

In the great tribulation the J e,vish nation shall 
be forsaken of God, and shall receive at His hands 
penal judgment for the murder of · His prophets 
and His. Son. 

(3) The Gospel of the Kingdom

sh�µ_ be preach�d in aH the world for a witness 
unto all nations, ·and when that testimony is com
pleted by Je,vish saints then shall the Jewish age 
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( which was interru pied by this prese.i;i.t age of 
gTace) co111e to � clos·e. The Gospel of. 
the kingdon1 ( i.e., the -announcement that 
Jesus is con1ing as King·) has not been preached 
for 1,900 years, and will not again be preached· 
u_ntil after the rap,ture of the · hea�y saints; 
the coining· of the Lord in · glory will end the 
Jewish age, and will take place immediately after 
the tribulation of those days, being preceded by 
signs and wonders in the heav.ens and shaking-s on 
eai·th ; and " the sign of the Son of n1an " will 
then appear in heaven and then shall all the tribe� 
of the earth n1ourn as they see the Son of n1,r n 
coming in the clouds of heaven with po"ver and 
great glory. He will co1ne in person, and His 
con1ing will be vi.sible to all. 

CHAPTER III. 

'' WILL THE CHURCH PASS THROUGH 

TJ-fF -GREAT TRIBULATION?" 

T
. HE great tribulation will co1ne upon Christ

endon'!_ as a righteous judgment for her
rejection of the Lord Jesus Uhrist, and her 

refusal o,f the, Gospel of the g-race of God. Why 
should the Church, which has shared His 1"0j,ection 
ancl been saved·. by acceptance of the Gospel, share 
tho a wfu.l punishi11ent of those ,vho have rejected 
Ch

1

rist and refused His Gospel ? Why should the 
Ch\i.rcJ,, whose jqdgrnent was borne by Christ on
Calvary, be called upon to pass throug·h judgment 
agaip ? 

A Righteous.- God 'will never Permit 
such aµ unri!rhteQus .. thing, fl,p.d so Holy Scripture 
expressly, teachea. tnat' the _ Lord will take His 
Church .o� of· this ,wo,:ld before that hour of trial 
and Rnrrow come&, upon it, ,The Church is soon in 
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heavenly glory in the enthroned elders, before a 
single seal is broken, a tru1npot blown, or a vial 
of Yvrath outpoured upon this guilty scene. She is 
saved out of it by being- taken home to heaven 
a few. years before the tribulation begins. 

In Revelation iii. 10, the risen Lord, speaking 
through Joh�, makes the solemn pledge
'' Because thou hast kept the word of My 
patienoo, I will also ke•ep thee from (Greek, out 
of) the hour of ten1ptation ( or trial) which shall 
come upon all the world to try then1 that d·well 
upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly." 

Let us notice (1) upon ,whom the hour of 
temptation will come-'' it shall come upon all the 
world." We have already seen it raging in all 
its fury in Palestine; now we behold it reaching
to the utn1ost confines of the g-lohe, coining upon 
all who are under the guilt of the Saviour's 
murder. N o·w the Church's very na111e signifies 

"The Called Out Ones," 
viz., those separated fro1n the world, its guilt and 
judgn1ent, by their acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Qhrist as their own personal Saviour; they are 
crucified to the ,:\Torld by the cross of Ohri t and 
delivered from it by His blood. For a time the)' 
are perinitted to remain in it as heaven's a1nbassa
dors, declaring the good tidings of the Gospel. 
But soon the e1nbassy will be withdrawn, and then 
the hour of trial comes. The world's friendship 
is enmity with God, and those who are its friends 
constitute then1selvcs God's ene1nies. How then 
could the tribulation co111e upon the Church which 
has been called out, separaood, crucified, and de-

. livered from the world and is heaven's embas&v 
" 

to it ? 

(2) It will come to try them that dwell upon
the earth. 'l,esting in a most unmistakable way 
that class of men (several times · mentioned in 
Scriptur�) called earth-dwellers (i.e., men whose 
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thoughts, desires and aspirations are bounded by 
the thing's of time), 1nen who are apostates from 
Christianity, and who will be left behind when 
the Lord comes. £or His Church. They shall 
believe the Devil's lie in the mouth of the Anti
christ and shall be delivered up to eternal judgment. 
Righteous judgment shall come on those who have 
heard the glad tidings of the Gospel in all it,'3 
·wondrous truth concerning God's attitud•e towards
the sinner and have rej,ected it-the truth-that
they should believe and rest upon the Devil's lie,
arid be eternally ruined in consequence.

(3) Who will be kept out of it, and how ? "I 
,vill also keep thee fro111 the hour of t.€1nptation." 
The message is to the Church and the 1)ledg·ed 
"'orcl of the Saviour is that 

He will Keep His Church Out 

of that a �,ful ti1ne on earth, and in the next verse 
He indicates ho,v He ,vill do it. '' Behold, I come 
quickly," and Paul tells us that the Church will 
be kept out of the great tribulation by the raptu.re. 
"We shall be caught up, ... meet the Lord in 
the air .... be for ever with the Lord." The 
two great Scriptures dealing with the rapture are 
1 Thessalonians iv. anrl 1 Corin,thians xv., and 
other Scriptures must be interpreted in the lig-ht 
of these two portions. 

Shall only the watching Saints be caught up? 

The Scriptures cleclare " we, which are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up,'' the " we " in
cluding all the living· saints, and '' "·e shall all be· 
changed;" not the '' watching, ,vaiting, sanctified 
ones" onlY. , but all the saints of God shall be 
changed at -the same moment (for it will all 
happen in a u moment, in the twinking of an eye"), 
so it is impossible for any child of God to be left 
behind to pa�s through the horrors of the great 
tribulation. 



14 THE GREAT TRIBULATION: 

&lvation is all of grace, and the work of our 
redemption will· only be completed when we who 
are living when He comes receive glorified, im
n1ortal bodies, and the risen dead receive glorified 
incorruptible bodies. All believers shall receive 
glorified bodies at His ·coming. If, as some allege, 
only the ,vatching ones are caught up, what about 
the christian dead ? Will ·only the dead who 
lived and died watching for· the Lord,s return be 
raised ? It is well known that fo! 1,600 years the 
hope of the Lord,s return was forgotten by the 
Church. What of the· multitudes of christia'ns 
who died without even knowing that Hie ,vas 
coming ? Will they be raised ? or ,vill they be· 
punished for . their un watchfulness by rema.ining 
in the grave for a thousand: years ·longer ? If it 
is necessary to be-. watching for His return, they 
certainly ·will not be raised at the rapture_. But 
the Scripture i� clear; full, emphatic and final, 
" The dead in Christ shall _rise first." '' They that 
are Christ's at His cornjng." 

The Holy Spirit has chosen these two sentences, 
" The dead in Christ," '' They that are Christ's,'·' 
to make it clear beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, that all the christian dead shall rise at one 
time, viz., �t His coming. And if all the christian 
dead (irrespective of watchful�ess) shall rise at 
one time, shall not all the christians living (irre
spective of watching) be changed and caug·ht up 
at the same time ? If it be otherwise, then the 
righteous Lord would be punishing· His living 
saints who had failed to watch (by allowing then1 
to ·pass through the world's judg··ment in the 
tribulation) and allowing His slee·pring saints, who 
were guilty of the same -fault, to go .free. It is 
impossible ! A.11 His living and sleeping saints 
shall be caught up to meet Him in·· the air. Are 
you one of the1n ? 

J. H. McCORMICK. 



Jephthah-His Vow. 
Judges xi. 

"I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I 
cannot go back.''-Judges xi., 35. 

I
T often happens that we find the key to the

lives of God's servants far removed from that 
part of the Bible which conta.ins their history. 
Wer� it not for two other Scriptures concerning 
our subject, (and there are only two), we might be 
in danger of misunderstanding the great purpose 
of Jephthah's life. They are 

1 Samuel xii., 11 ; I-Iebrews xi., 32-34. 

From the first we learn that Jephthah was 
A SENT MAN; 

a man gi v�n by God in grace to deliver His people 
from the captivity which they were in, whol1y as a 
result of their own sin, a bondage they v;,rould never 
have known had they continued under the easier 
yoke of Jehovah, who was their Rock and Salvation. 

We need carefully to search ourselves as to 
whether or not we are in a similar condition because 
of known sin; whether, in spite of boasted freedom 
w_e are enslaved to that which is contrary to God's 
Word. If so we need not remain in bondage 
another moment, for 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un
righteousness. "-I John, 1., 9. 

Jephthah was also 

.l\ PREPARED MAN. 

God always prepares His sent ones and that, 
often in places they would seldom choose for them
selves. The pit and prison for Joseph, the back 
side of the desert for Moses, Mount Horeb for 
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Elijah and in a similar way the land of Toh for 
Jephthah. He Who knows the pathway of all His 
servants best knows that which will prepare them 
for their tasks. 

Jephthah knew what it was to be despised, dis
inherited and disowned by his brethren. God knew 
all about him and in His own time brought Jephthah 
forth, a prepared vessel for a great work. It may 
be at times that the happenings in our lives become 
irksome to us and may even tempt us to be im
patient and ·rebellious. We need, therefore, to be 
careful lest by our murmurings we get ahead of 
God's plan. The preparation is very important, 
and the service cannot be carried out satisfactorily 
unless and until the vessel is rully prepared. 

In the school of adversity, Jephtbah learned the 
LESSON OF HUMILITY, for when the elders 
sent to fetch him to_ be captain he said, 

"Did not ye hate me, and expel me from my father's 
house? and why are ye come unto me now when ye are
in distress ?- -Chap. xi., 7. 

They then informed him that they needed him to 
go out to fight and to be their head, and he won
derirrgly asked, " shall I be your HEAD ?" He 
had also learned, that war of itself was not a glory,.

that even victory was useless unless its fruits were 
to be enjoyed; and that there was moral danger, 
as well as moral satisfaction, in being on the 
winning side. 

THE FRUITS OF VICTORY 

were before Jephthah's eyes. He desired to see a 
delivered people, submitting to the laws of God, 
and enjoying the peace which follows obedience to 
God's word. Hence he says, 

" If ye bring me home again to fight against the children 
of Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall I 
be your head ?"-xi., 9. 
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In Jephthah ,ve see a type of One who has achieved 
a wonderful victory. One who has triumphed 
gloriously, vanquished the foe, made peace, pos
sessed Himself of " the ke:ys of hades and death,'' 
and having finished the work the Father gave Him 
to do, is set down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high as our advocate and great High Priest to 
intercede for us. We may well ask ourselves 
whether we are enjoying the fruits of THIS vic
tory, procured at such tremendous cost ; some of 
which are-

(1) The peace of God ruling in our hearts.-Col. iii., 15.
(2) The Word of Christ dwelling in us richly.-Col. iii., 16.
(3) Access by one Spirit. unto the Father.-Eph. ii., 18.
Let us remember that the One who has gained

· the victory justly claims from us loyalty and
obedience, for our God has made Him, (,vhom men
took with wicked hands and crucified), both-

LORD AND CHRIST� 
( Acts ii., 36). 

The world rejects Him as Jesus, the Jews reject 
Him as Christ, but it is even more sad when 
believers, who know Him as Saviour, reject Him as 
LORD. 

From our second reference at the head of this 
pamphlet we learn that Jephthah was also 

A MAN OF FAITH. 

-His actions are a direct evidence of this, for faith
is the acceptance of the revealed Word of God.
Its expression is seen in the. conformity of our
actions to that Word. It is something more than
knowing God's Word, it is putting its principles
into practice. Jephthah believed God's Word, and
what is more, he acted upon it. Follow him care
fully in Judges xi., 12-27, in his parley with the
children of Ammon. Some would regard it as a
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waste of time and ask, " Why not strike a blow 
quickly and surprise the enemy?" Jephthah, how
ever, knew God's \:Vord concerning this nation, 
that they v1ere a people against whom the children 
of Israel had express commands not to war, (Deut. 
ii . ., 19) so he sets before them in clear language, God's 
mind concerning the matter. In this ·he showed 
himself to posse5s not only a knowledge of, but also 
faith in, God's Word. He believed God to· mean 
what He said. 

THE BA. TTLE. 

" Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon 
hearkened not to the words of Jephthah, which he 
sent him. Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephthah" (v. 28-29.) Empo-wered by the Spirit 
of the Lord, Jephthah at the head of his army 
fought and conquered frorn Aroer to Minnith, even 
twenty cities, with a great slaughter. 

THE VICTORY. 

The battle is over, and the victory won! The 
enemy is subdued, and the people delivered. 
Jephthah at the head of his army returns with joy
ous sounds, with no trace of war-weariness, their 
faces flushed with the pride of triumph, a song of 
victory o� their lips, they anxiou$ly watch for dear 
ones and· home. 

Across the threshold comes a figure, and as 
Jephthah realises who it is, the joy of victory 
vanishes, the song becomes a dirge, dismay takes 
the place of the pride of triumph, for the man who 
has waxed valiant in fight, subdued a kingdom and 
wrought righteousness, REMEMBERS A VOW 
he made before going out to battle. 

THE VOW. 

And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, 
"If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
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Ammon into mine hands, then it shall be, that WHAT
SO EVER cometh forth of the doors of my house to 
meet me, when I return in peace from the children of 
Ammon, shall SURELY be the Lord

1

s, and I wHl offer 
it up for a burnt offering" (an ascending' ofiering)
Judges xi., 30-31. 

7 

It was not unusual to offer a burnt offering to 
the Lord at such times of deliverance: we have an 
instance in the life of Noah (Gen. viii., 20-21.) 
Jephthah's offering was SINGULAR. in the 
wideness of its terms. " WHATSOEVER . . . . 
shall SU RELY be the Lord's." It was made 
probably in the excitement of expected battle, but 
it so happened that the news of his splendid victory 
had outrun his approach to Mizpah, and his only 
child, a young daughter, in her pride at her father's 
victory •had joyfully prepared a welcome for him. 
The father was crushed with grief, for this was 
hardly within his ·reckoning. 

He had vowed without counting_ the cost. The 
testing time had now COME. Will he be TRUE

to his vow? It is entirely in his own hand to 
break or keep it. 

Let us consider four things concerning Jephthah's 
vow and his keeping of it, - it was: 

1. VOLUNTARY.-" I have opened my mouth"
2. SOLEMN.-" I have opened my mouth unto

the Lord '' 
3. FINAL.-" I cannot go back"
4. SINCERE.-" Jephthah did with her accord

ing to the vow which he had vowed '' 
1.-IT WAS VOLUNTARY. The very 

essence of a burnt or ascending offering ,vas it� 
voluntary character. The worshipper was not 
taxed beyond his limits. There was no necessity 
for Jephthah to have vowed as he did in order to 
secure victory ; that was given in grace. His sacri-
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fi.ce could have been taken from the herd, the 
flock, or even with a pair of turtle doves, but of his 
own free-will he had " opened his mouth unto the 
Lord'' with a' whatsoever' and now he cannot go 
back. 

2.-IT WAS SOLEMN. '' I have opened 
my mouth unto the Lord." It was a ·vow made 
not to man, but to the Lord. It was made in a very 
special sense in the presence of God and was 
registered in heaven. 

3.-IT WAS FINAL . . " I CANNOT go 
back." Jephthah realised the solemnity of it. 
What substitute can he offer ? What amongst 
his possessions can he com pare with his only child ? 
A retinue of servants ? A herd of cattle ? A 
flock of sheep ? Nay, his promise �as definite 
"Whatsoever" . . .  shall SURELY be the Lord's." 
It was clearly de1ined as AN ASCENDING 
OFFERING, something WHOLLY given up to 
the Lord. Hence he says, " I have opened MY 
MOUTH unto the LORD and I CANNOT GO 
BACK." 

4.-IT WAS SINCERE .. "Jephthah did unto 
her according to the vow which he had vovved." 
But what do we mean by sincerity ! 

This is the great lesson here. Joshua uses this 
word in his last address' to the children of Israel. 
" Now therefore fear the Lord and serve Him in 
sincerity and in truth."-Joshua xxiv. , 14. It is a 
word full of n1eaning. As applied to Noah and 
Abraham it is translated " perfect," as applied to the 
various animals used for sacrifice as " without 
spot," and again in Joshua as "whole" '' the sun 
hasted not to go down a whole (sincere) day." The 
thought is fulness and perfection. Jephthah kept 
his. vow in full measure, his offering lacking in 
nothing of that which he had promised. 
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Let us consider the consequences of 

A BROKEN VOW, 
recorded for our instruction in God's word, the 
making of which we find in Joshua ix., 3-20, 
and the fearful consequences of its being broken in 
2 Samuel, xxi. 

From the Gibeonites a deputation was sent to 
Joshua with a request for a league with the chil
dren of Israel. They practised a clever deception, 
which succe·eded only too well. They pretended 
they were from a far off country, they brought 
mouldy bread, old sacks, rent bottles, old clothes 
and shoes ; and Joshua, failing to take counsel of 
God, was deceived, and fell a victim to their lies. 
They were granted a league confirmed by an oath, 
the princes swearing unto them by the Lord God 
of Israel. At the end of three days the deception 
was discovered, whereupon the people murmured, 
but it was too late, the vow had been made, and 
the reply had to be : " Let them live, lest \IVRA TH 
be upon us, because of the oath which we sware 
unto them."-(Joshua ix., 20). 

In 2 Sam. xxi. we find famine in the land YEAR 
AFTER YEAR and David enquired of the Lord 
the reason, knowing that famine was one of God's 
sore j udg.qien ts. God said " It is for Saul . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . because· he slew the Gibeonites."-
2 Sam. xxi., I.

David immediately seeks out the Gibeonites, puts 
the case before them and asks the question, "What 
shall I do for you ? and wherewith shall I make the 
ATONEMENT, that ye may bless the inheritance 
of the Lord? ''-v. 3. They would have no silver 
or gold-for this would not have been an atonement, 
neither would they let David kill any man for them; 
but they chose to have seven sons of Saul delivered 
unto them. For what purpose? "We will hang 
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them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, whom 
the Lord did choose. "-v. 6. 

Even then the famine was not stayed, they had 
neglected to bury the bodies and it was only after 
the bones of Saul and Jonathan were brought and 
buried, together with the bodies of the seven sons, 
and put completely out of sight, that we read, 
"AFTER THAT God was entreated for the land" 
-v. 14.

THE CHRISTIAN'S VOW. 

Vows take different forms, such as resolutions, 
promises of devotion and of consecration. David, 
after recounting to the people what he had been able 
to prepare for the house of the Lord, cried to them, 
" Who then is ·willing to consecrate his service this 
day to the Lord? " And the people offered willingly. 
Isaiah in his response to the question of the Lord, 
" Who will go ? and whom shall I send ? " said, 
"Here am I, send me." Both of these are vows 
of a solemn character. Do we not continually by
our actions, words, prayers and praises, make many 
a sacred vow ? When we sing vvords such as-

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to Thee ; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Do we mean them ? and may I ask do we pay
them ? for His word says-

" When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay 
jt,"-Eccl. v., 4. 

"Keep thy foot when thou goest to the House of God, 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice 
of fools."-Eccl. v., 1. 

" Let thy words be few. "-Eccl. v., 2. 

"Better is it that thou shoulde:st not vow, than thou 
shouldest vow and not pay."-Eccl. v., 5. 
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Let us thoughtfully pause here ·and consider our· 
words and actions in this respect. First as con-· 
cern1ng our 

CONVERSION. 

When we said to the Lord, " God be merciful to
me the sinner," confessing our condition to be=

guilty, helpless, hopeless and -accepting the atone�· 
ment God had provided in His Son as our only hope· 
of Salvation, we took our stand on the ground of 
grace, abandoning the ground of law and works

,,.

and sang perhaps the very hymn here quoted :-

I need no. other argument, 
I want no other plea, 

It i2 enough that Jesus died 
And that He died for me." 

A vow to the Lord certainly, but have we gone 
back ? Do we stand where we did then as to the 
foundation of all our blessing ? Some in Galatia, 
to whom an epistle was sent, had opened their 
mouth unto the Lord in confession and bad gone 
back, for we find Paul writing, 

"0 fool ish Galations, who hath BEvVITCHED you,. 
that ye shoul d not OBEY the truth, before whose eyes: 
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, CRUCI
FIED among you? "-Gal. iii., 1. 

"I MARVEL that ye are SO SOON REMOVED from· 
Him· that called you unto the GRACE OF CHRIST· 
unto another Gospel. "-Gal. i., 6. 

They were putting themselves again into bond
age, thus frustrating the grace of God. 

Most, if not all, of my readers, will have opened 
their mouth unto the Lord in 

BAPTISM. 

Following our conversion we began to learn 
something of God's reckoning concerning ourselves .. 
We discovered that in the Divine reckoning we are 
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now, "dead yet alive," having been counted to have 
"'' died in Christ," and that we should likewise rec
kon ourselves dead. In our unconverted days we 
were dead in trespasses and sins, now we are to 
reckon ourselves dead to sins. But �he process 
-does not end there, we continue the reckoning, for
Christ was raised from the dead and die th no more
.and we are to rec_kon ourselves alive unto God
through Christ Jesus our Lord.-Rom. vi., r r.

When we realised that a dead person had to be
buried, we submitted ourselves to baptism, thus
publicly showing forth by a simple rite that which
is true of all believers, namely that we are buried
with Him by baptism unto death, and that like as
·Christ was raised up fro1n the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
-of life.-Rom. vi., 4.

Have we gone back? For this means a new 
-claim on our members once yielded to sin.

"Ye were the servants of sin, but. ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was deliver
ed you. Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness. "-Ro,m. vi.,) 7-18.

Do we still walk in the ways of the world and 
-the flesh, or in the ways of God ? \\'here are our
affections centred? On things of time or sense, or
.above, where Christ is ? (See Col. iii.) Where is
-our gaze directed ? On the pomp and vanity of
this world, or on Him who is the Author and
Finisher of Faith ? To what do we give our ea�s ?
·To the music, joys and blessing of heaven, or to the
-entertainments of this ,vorld? These questions
honestly answered will easily settle whether we have
_gone back, or whether we are growing in grace and
walking worthy of the vocation where,vith we are
..called.

Having then opened our mouth unto the Lord at 
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c9nversion and baptism and probably many times. 
since in secret, should we not say, 

"WE CANNOT GO BACK," 

and like the Apostle Paul resolve that 
"Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 

forth unto those things which are before, I press to
ward the mark for the prize of the hjgh calling of God 
in Christ Jesus ? "-Phil. iii., ] 3-14. 

This brings us to our last point. Is there any-
thing we SI-IOULD vow to the Lord? May I 
suggest that we give I-Iim a definite answer by 
heeding the following exhortation :-

" I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service."-Rom. xii., I. 

It is "The mercies of God " which Paul uses aS
his basis for exhorting us to present (give over) 
our bodies as a living sacrifice (an altar offering} 
holy, well pleasing to God, a reasonable service. 

N ote.-It is our bodies, not our ·spirits, our in-· 
telligences or our aspirations, but our bodies that 
we are to present to the Lord. It is only through. 
our bodies we can serve men. It is only through 
them we can perform the will of God. 'fhe Lord. 
Jesus Christ in the days of His flesh served men by
means of His body. He touched them, spake to 
them, walked with them : His hands, His feet, His. 
eyes and His lips were constantly used on their
behalf. 

By means of that body prepared for Him He
performed the Will of the Father,. and with His
lips could explain, " Lo, I come; in the volume of 
the book it is written of me, I delight to do Thy· 
will, 0 my God: Yea Thy law is within my he<:1,rt."-· 
Psalm XL., 7-8. In that · body He died for us,.
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through the Eternal Spirit offering Himself without 
spot to God. In like manQer we, too, cannot per
form God's service to men, apart from our bodies. 
We need them to serve others; we need them to 
perfonn the- Will of God; and to do this we must 
present them, give them over to the Lord. The 
giving over ot the body means this : that it 
becorp(?S the instrument of God's Will in us. 

It 1s a living sacrifice, it possibly would be 
easier to die for Christ, martyrdom is not asked of 
us, but a daily dying to self. It means saying NO 
to the lusts of the flesh, it means placing all 
the members of our bodies, counted dead to sin, 
absolutely and solely· at the disposal of our God. 

IT IS A REASONABLE SERVICE. 

The greatness of the love, and the cost of our 
redemption leave no room to question that. Alas ! 
how often we are so ready to promise, so slow 
to perform. 

IT IS WELL-PLEASING TO GOD. Do 
we not often please ourselves? Should we not 
rather from henceforth seek to please Him Who 
loved us and gave Himself for us?· I conclude 
with the psalmist's question and resolve, 

" What shall I render unto tiie Lord for all His benefits 
towards me? 

"I will take the cup of Salvation and call upon the name 
of the Lord. 

I will pay _my vows unto the Lord now in the presence 
of His people." 

"I have opened my mouth unto the Lord and I 
cannot go back.'' 

ERNEST FEASEY. 



MOSES: HIS GOD. 

41 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of· a bush ; and he 
looked and behold the bush burned with fire, and 
the bush was not consumed." Ex. 3. 2. 

41 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: And 
He said, Thus shal1i thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." Ex. 3. 14. 

"And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou 
say unto the children of Israel, The Lord God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the 
God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you : this is My 
name for ever, and this is l\1y memorial unto all 
generations." Ex. 3. 15. 

u And when forty years were expired, there appeared 
to him in the wilderness of Mount Sina an angel 
of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. When 
Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight and as he drew 
near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto 
him, saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God 
-0f Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 
Then Moses trembled and durst not behold. Then 
said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet; 
for the place where thou standest is holy ground. 
I have seen, I have seen the affliction of My people 
which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning; 
and am come down to deliver them. And now come, 
I will send thee into Egypt." Acts. 7. 30, 34. 

"Moses ..... wrote of Me." John 5. 46. 

"For this man was counted worthy of more glory than 
Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house 
hath more honour than the house. For every house 
is builded by some man; but He that built all things 
i� God. And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, 
as a servant, for a testimony to those things· which 
were to be spoken after." Heb. 3. 3, 5. 
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M
OSES did not discover God-God revealed Himself
to Moses.· Too often we think of God as a discovery, 

whereas He has been working for and upon us before 
ever we gave Him a thought. When the earth was without 
form and void ; the Spirit of God brooded over it, and 
" God said _." and in response the earth, sun, moon and 
stars, dry land and seas, stage by stage took their place, 
each part in its proper sphere, filling the function assigned 
to them by God, until the whole was finished and God 
could pronounce it all as good. 

So it was with Moses, God had been dealing with him 
long before He spake to him from the midst of the burning 
bush. In his mother's arms, in the bulrushes, in the 
court of Pharaoh, and in his shepherd life God was pre
paring and caring for him all the time. It was Moses' 
God who put it into the heart of his mother to hide him, 
It was Moses' God who guided the steps of Pharaoh's 
daughter to the riverside, put compassion into her heart 
and bade her keep the child. It was Moses' God who 
provided the nurse (his own mother) to cherish the child, 
and it was Moses' God who kept him from the evil of the 
court of Pharaoh with all its allurements, its glitter and 
pomp, its vanities and idolatries. Moses' path to the 
burning bush is marked out in the Word of God in the 
fallowing stages :-

1. Birth and hiding Heb. 11. 23. 
2. Finding by Pharaoh's daughter Ex. 2.
3. Years of discretion, refusal and choice. Heb. 11.

4. 
5. 
6. 

24, 26.

Forsaking Egypt 
Forty years in wilderness 
The burning bush 

Heb. 11. 27. 
Acts 3, 7. 29. 
Acts 7. 30. 
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In each stage was faith. First in his parents, later on 
in Moses himself, and throughout all is manifest God's 
faithfulness. 

When Moses was eighty years old, God'5 time had come 
for Him to fulfil His promise to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob respecting their seed "the children of Israel,'.' 
and in the wilderness He met His selected servant Moses 
in order to send him back to the court of Pharaoh from 
which he had fled. 

In the grace of God Moses had remained unspoiled. 
He had already learned the lesson of ·relative values and 
had rendered obedience of faith; for he had forsaken" the 
pleasures of Egypt." 

",By faith Moses when h_e wa's come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter: choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season : es
teeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt : for he had respect unto 
the recon1pense of tl+e reward. By faith he forsook 
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible." Heb. I 1. 
24, 27. 

-But Moses has still to learn much, and that, not methods
of warfare, nor bow to rule and provide for a multitude
of newly emancipated slaves, but his need is to know God,
and that more intimately than ever before. One day,
while in the desert, Moses beholds a sight, the like of which
he had never seen before. He had led Jethro's flock of
sheep to the back side of the desert and as he came to the
mountain of God we read that :

"The angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush : and he looked 
and behold the bush burned with fire and the bush 
was not consumed." Ex. 3. 2. 

Moses called it a great sight, and truly it was, and he 
turned aside to .see 

" Why the bush was not burnt." Ex. 3. 3. 
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And then we read, 

"And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush 
and said, "Moses, Moses," and he said; Here am I." 
Ex. 3. 4. 

A new phase of Moses' life has begun. The God whom 
Moses believed and honoured by his refusal to be called 
the son of Pharoah's daughter, and forsaking the pleasures 
of Egypt now ·honours Moses by speaking to him in a way 
he had not known heretofore. 

MOSES' GOD IS HOLY. 

"And He said, draw not nigh hither, put off thy shoes 
from �ff thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground." Ex. 3. 5. 

Moses learns now in a deeper sense that his God is Holy. 
" Take off thy shoes." " Moses, you have no real right 
here, you have no claim, you are a sinner as other men. 
It is only by grace you stand here and are not consumed. 
It is true you have forsaken Egypt and its sins and follies. 
but I am holy and cannot behold iniquity, your righteous
ness may be greater than Pharaoh's, but it is not enough. 
This is what Moses understood. 

If these words discomforted Moses the next should have 
brought him comfort, 

" Moreover He said, T am the God of thy father, the God 
of .Abraham, the Goel of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid hi<;; face, for he was afraid to 
look upon God." Ex. 3. 6. 

Yet Moses was afraid and hid his face. v'Ve too, like 
him may, at glimpses of the holiness of God, have hidden 
our faces forgetting that 

"By one offering He hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified." Heb. 10. 14. 
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The cross has placed the believer in a position which 
enables him to obey the invitation. 

"Having therefore brethren boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which He has consecrated for us through the 
veil, that is to say, His flesh. Heb. 10. 19, 20. 

For the will of God has been completely accomplished 
by our Lord and Redeemer. 

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification." 
1 Thess. 4. 3. 

And in the light of the cross the holiness of Moses' 
God and ours, becomes the bulwark of our personal 
safety and the security of a sinless future, for had God 
been satisfied with anything less than the full payment 
of His own law's claim, the future would have been as a 
troubled sea, and mankind as a vessel with a leak, venturing 
a voyage to certain ruin, but . the cross is a complete 
answer to every charge and we can sing 

Because the sinless Saviour d1ed, 
My sinful soul is counted free 

For God the Just, is satisfied, 
To look on Him and pardon me. 

MOSES' GOD REMEMBERS. 

He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob. To each, God had made definite promises, 
so far unf1;il:filled. :Four hundred years had rolled by, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob gone, and their seed slaves 
under a cruel yoke, yet God had not forgotten the night 
he took Abraham and bade him look up and see if he could 
number the stars, promising him that his seed should 
be as innumerable. 

God had not forgotten that to Abraham faith had been 
counted for rigkteuusnes! : God had not forgotten the 
renewal of His promise to Isaac, also to Jacob as he, 
sleeping wit;I:i a stone for a pillow and stars for a canopy. 



8 MOSEa-HIS GOD 

saw a ladder set up on earth reaching right into heaven. 

God only forgets one thing concerning his own and 
that is their sins. 

"Their sins cmd their iniquities will I remember no more 
for ever." 

VVith this one exception, "Moses' God" and our 
God 

NEVER FORGETS. 

It may be well to ask just here, how did Moses know 
God? The answer is quite simple-Everyone knows God 
in the same way, 

BY REVELATION. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God and the firma
ment showeth His handiwork." Psa. 19. 1. 

This is witnes·s; but a vast difference exists between 
witness and revelation. There is but One who reveals 
"the Father," the Son of God Jesus Christ our 
Saviour and Redeemer. 

"No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." John 
14. 6.

" He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." John 
14. 9.

· Moses knew God through the Word of God : the· Word
that was in the beginning, the Word that was with God,
and the Word that was God. The same Word that was
made flesh and dwelt among men. His was the voice
that spake to Moses from out of the buih that burned
with fire and was not consumed, which truly figures Him
who was born in a manger at Bethlehem, the One of whom
it was said, " Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall
save His people from their sins.'' We see Him there in
His humanity, His deity and the wondrous vi�tory He
gained o'er His foes, sin, and death. The thorn bttsh
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truly depicts the One who was as a root out of a dry 
ground, in whom men failed to :find form or comeliness or 
beauty_ that appealed to them. The possessor of a face 
marred more than any man's; poor, and content to remain 
poor; a bearer of sorrow, grief, and pain, yet the One God 
could address : 

"Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever." Heb. 1. 8. 

The flames remind us of all our Lord endured at the 
hands of Satan, wicked men and of God Himself; for 
against His Fellow, Jehovah unsheathed His swor<!l. The 
flames of Satan's hatred, the opposition of men and the 
wrath of God against sin, all wrapped themselves around 
that One, beloved of God and given in love to save a 
perishing world. But all the cunning of Satan, the 
malignity of men's hatred or the :fierceness of the wrath 
of a sin-hating, thrice holy�Godcould not consume that One 
who spake as never man spake, who was truly man, truly 
God, and completely and absolutely victorious. The bu�h 
burned with :fire and was not consumed. There was more 
than humanity there, Deity dwelt there ; Jesus, yes, but 
Jehovah Jesus. The Son of Mary, yes, but the Glory of 
God could be seen in His face by faith. It was there in 
all its fulness, but the veil of. unbelief hung heavily over 
men's eyes. 

The One who lay cradled in a manger was the same One 
who had dwelt in the Father's bosom. The One who came 
as a man could say to the Pharisees, 

" BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS I AM." 

J no. 8. 58. 

The voice that said, " LET THERE BE LIGHT, AND 
THERE WAS LIGHT," and when on earth, said, THE 
SON OF MAN HATH POWER ON EARTH TO 
FORGIVE SIN, was also the voice that Moses heard from 
out of the burning bush. 
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Our Lord himself said, "MOSES ... wrote of Me, 17 

and in that wondrous exposition on the road to Emmaus 
our Lord began at MOSES .... and showed from his 
writings that their theme was Himself. 

In reply to Moses' question as to wha� he should say 
if the children of Israel should ask the name of the One 
who had sent him, God said, 

"I am that I am;'' Thus shalt thoY say unto the children 
of Israel," I am hath sent me unto thee." Ex. 3. 14. 

All the tenses in one ; past, present, future, always 3elf
existing, unchanging God, generations come and go, but 
the Name of Moses' God knows no change. " This is 
My memorial unto all g��erations," not was, will be, or is, 
but one eternal always 

I AM. 

It takes us farther back than the h1:1man rµind can 
conceive, farther forward than the eye can pierce, embraces 
all years and is not aged, takes in all ages and yet remains 
unchanged, undiminished, " I am." Consider our Lords 
use of it in John's Gospel in relation to Himself. He says 

" Before Abraham was, I AM." John 8. 58. 

"I AM the good Shepherd." John 10. 14. 

" I AM the resurrection and the life." John 11. 25. 

"I AM the way, the truth and the life." John 14. 16. 

"I AM the true vine." John 15. I. 

Moses' God is 
ETERNAL. 

Hi. uuchangableness and unsoorchableness are ex
pressed in the name which is His memorial unto all 
generations. 

I AM THAT I AM. 

Eternity is here. Here is One who knows no past, 
who knows no future, whose role is one eternal) present 
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Ere time was born He is "I am that I am''; when time· 
shall be no more, He still is " I am that I am " never a. 
moment when it could be said of Him, "I am what I was. 
not," and if there could be a moment when His being could. 
have an end, then His name must be" I am what I shall 
not be." He filJs all history; past, present and future ; en-· 
circles all time. He is ever the same, Jehovah, Jesus, " I 
am that I am." It is then no wonder that the bush burned 
with fire and was not consumed, for in its midst was One· 
who was greater than created things, for He was creator r 

He was 

(a) Son of God;

(b) Son of Man;
(c) Completely Victorious.

The cry on the cross" It is finished," was one of triumph ;: 
a shout of victory. The hosts of hell had done their· 
utmost and not prevailed; the hatred of men had burned. 
hot against Him, but He endured. The wrath of God. 
had spent itself on Him on account of the sin of the
world which He bore in His own body, but He knew not· 
defeat. By dying He slew death · itself and is now

�eated at the right Hand of the Majesty on high, waiting 
until His enemies are made His footstool. 

This was the One who revealed Himself to Moses iu the 
bush that burned with fire and was not consumed. One 
whose attributes are as eternal as His being, whose power 
knows no change. The power that could with a word 
.call worlds into being is the same to-day, and will ever con
tinue to be s·o. It grows not old with age, nor diminishes 
with use. Our strength grows feeble and decays with age. 
but His arm is not shortened-what He does is for ever. 

1-Iis love is the same. He who loved us and gave Him
s.elf for u�, does now love us, will cnntinue to love us. 
for His love is as unchanging as He Himself. " I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love," it knows neither ebb 
nor flow. It is as inexhaustible as the ocean. It has no 
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limit; its height we cannot reach, its depth we cannot 
fathom : a love that passeth knowledge. 

His Word is the same. We are constantly having to 
amend our statements, to withdraw some, but of His Word 
not one jot or tittle will pass away. " Forever, 0 Lord, 
Thy Word is settled in Heaven." 

His faithfulness is the same-He will perform that 
which He has spoken whether it be purposes of grace or 
judgment. 

'' I, the Lord, have spoken it and I will do it." 
Ezek. 36. 36. 

"MOSES' GOD-OUR GOD. 

We need to know the God Moses knew. The way to 
such knowledge is through the revelation God has made 
by His Son. 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds." Heb. 1. I, 2. 

To behold Jesus is to see God, for He is the Son of God. 
We see the gJory of God in the face of .Jesus Christ, for 
He is 

1. · "The brightness of His Glory;/'

2. "The express image of His person." Heb. 1. 3.

The revelation Jesus Christ made of the Father is perfect 
and complete, and having completed it, He sat down on 
the right hand of the Majesty on High. Not only did 
our Lord speak words to us the Father gave Him to speak 
from Himself, but our Lord in His own person was a 
revelation of the Father. He did not say He that h�th 
heard Me, but he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father. 

The present ministry of the Holy Spirit is to take of 
'' the things of Christ and reveal them unto us '' and as the 
unsearchable riches of Christ are unfolded to us through 
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His gracious ministry, we shall learn as Moses learned. 
that his God and ours is a God who 

NEVER FORGETS HIS OWN. 

He who remembers the fall of each sparrow and names 
the stars, remembers each one of His redeemed ones. He 
is a God also who 

NEVER CHANGES 

and having loved us with an everlasting love; a love that 
never had a beginning, will love u3 throughout the count
less ages of eternity. Our Lord assures us that 

1. '' None shaJl pluck them out of My hand."
John. 10. 28.

2. ''None shall pluck them out of My Father's hanq_,.
John 10. 29.

and here we can re5t, knowing Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday and to-day and for ever. 

He is a God who is 

ALWAYS FAITHFUL. 

" I, the Lord, have spoken it �and I will do it."' 
Ezek. 36. 36. 

was the Word of the Lord to Ezekiel, and His Word to 
us, and His promises are yea and amen in Christ 
Jesus. He is a God who 

ALWAYS SEES AND ALWAYS HEARS. 

" I have seen, I have heard," he said to Moses. He neither 
slumbers nor sleeps, He sees the trials, difficulties, dis
appointments, struggles and partings of His people. His 
ear is always open to their cry. The God who made 
promises to Abraham and triumphed gloriously for the 
children of Israel, is our God. His power is the same, llis. 
love wanes not, His grace is inexhaustible. 
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Amid all the declension, apostasy, sin, and the enveloping 
darkness that deepens all around, we can look up and 
although we see not yet all things put under His feet : 

"We see Jesus, crowned with glory and honour." 
Heb. 2. 9. 

The bush burned with fire, but was not consumed, and 
while this sets forth primarily our Lord Hi�self in His 
wondrous dual person, Son of Man, and Son of God, and 
also in His glorious triumph, it further well represents 
the saints of God in all ages. The children of Israel may 
be groaning by reason of their task-masters, their backs 
·may bend under the heavy burdens, their lips groan
because of the heaviness of their tasks, but they cannot
perish; :fires may wrap them round, but a greater than
.all their foes is in their midst, His eye sees, His ear hears,
and His word goes forth, " I am come down to deliver
them and Pharoab and his host cannot prevail. It is; a
figure too, of the church and of the individual child of
·God to-day, for the same is true in all ages ; persecution,
tribulation, hardships, the martyrs' death, poverty have
all beset the child_ of God. Truly the fires have burned,
and do burn, but not one sing]e scorch nor smell of singe
will cling to the weakest saint. God can and will use to
the blessing of iHis children, all the hardships and persecu
tion that the world subjects them to, and we can rejoice
in them, knowing that our Lord said,

'" "':n the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world." John 16. 33. 

MOSES' GOD-I am that I am-OUR GOD. 

ERNEST FEASEY. 



NOAH 

or Spiritual Progress. 

Genesis c. viii. 

A 
STUDY in spiritual· values and progressive

revelations is before us in this eighth chapter 
of Genesis. The divine order of the Christian 
life is unfolded step by step in this Old Testament 
record, and in these days of declension and lack of 
spirituality we do well to take heed to these truths 
written aforetime for our learning. 

The preceding chapters give us the condition of 
things upon the earth when God Himself looked 
down from heaven and saw everything unsuited to 
H;is desire, and 

MAN UTTERLY CORRUPT 

and wicked. A description that was, and is still, 
true of mankind as a whole, utterly estranged from 
God and directly opposed to His will and purpose. 
God says in Gen. vi. 7 " I will destroy man whom 
I have created from the face of the earth, both man 
and beast, and the creeping thing and the fowls of 
the air; for it repenteth Me that I have made 
them." But, says verse eight, "Noah found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord.'' This is just like the God 
of the Bible. He is truly the holy, righteous, sin
hating God, but He is also the God of love, and 
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when in righteousness He has to destroy mankindp

He also in mercy provides a way of salvation for 
those who wi11 trust Him. 

The grace of God super-abounds where sin is in 
evidence, and He delights to show mercy to the 
sons of men. Noah had cause to thank God for 
His grace towards him, but you and I have far 
more cause for thanksgiving, in that the grace of 
God towards us cost Him His own b�loved Son,.

as we read in Rom. viii. 3 2 : " He that spared not 
His own Son, �rit delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?" and 2 Cor. viii. g, " For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich." 

God's way of salvation in Noah's day was by 
means of an ark of gopher wood, which had to be 
" pitched " within and without with pitch, setting 
forth with no uncertain sound God's plan of redemp
tion. The word rendered in this passage "pitched ,P 

can equally be rendered, as it is in other parts of 
the Word of God, "covered," and it is a kindred 
word to the word for '' making atonement," thus 
giving the thought of salvation by the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which is the sinner's only plea 
before God, and tlie only safe covering from wrath. 

Having seen in this Old Testament incident a 
picture of the RUIN OF MANKIND through 
the fall, and also of the 

REDEMPTION 

that is in Christ Jesus, we next observe GOD'S 
INVITATION. "Come thou" (Gen. vii. 1); 
which reminds us of the present day of grace with 
its message of love still open for all who will accept>
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"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden 

and I will give you rest." Matt. xi. 28. 

0 All that the Father giveth me shall come to Me : and 
him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.'' 

John vi. 37. 

All who would be saved eternally and enjoy what 
God has provided for those who realise they can do 
nothing to save themselves, and that their only safe
ty is in the Lord Jesus Christ and the efficacy of 
His most precious blood, must personally and 
definitely accept God's offer of salvation. It is not 
a salvation that another can accept .on our behalf, 
nor is it one that comes by living in a Christian 
home or country. It must be personally appro
priated. I t�ust my reader is a]ready fully 
acquainted with this portion of our subject, for we 
must now pass on to consider what Go<l did for 
those who trusted Him and took Him at His word, 
accepting His invitation to " come." 

There were but eight souls that heeded God's 
message. How few among so many, yet on God's 
side and therefore on the winning side. In this 
day in which we live, those who side with God and 
accept unhesitatingly His Word as divinely inspired 
from Gen. i. to Rev. xxii. are indeed a small 
minority and are laughed at by the world at large. 
Yet they can well afford to ?tand firm in their be
lief, for the Scripture says, " If God be for us, who 
can be against us ?" Rom. viii. 

Let us never hesitate to hold fast to the 
fundamental truths of the Bible, the foundation of 
our Faith. Men come and go, their opinions alter, 
even heaven and earth will one day reach their end, 
but God's Word will never pass away. Through
out eternity it will hold good, therefore let us venture 
our all upon it and God himself will see that our 
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faith in His Word will be vindicated. Eight 
souls went into that Ark, and eight came out and 
only eight, which tells us very clearly that none 
entered after God shut the door. All who were 
outside when God shut ·Noah and his family in, 
perished. Not one of them managed to escape the 
judgment, nor to effect an entrance into the Ark 
some other way. God will one day rise up and 
shut the door of mercy which to-day stands open 
wide. When once He does this, all who have 
chosen to remain outside will be left to bear the 
consequences of their sins for all eternity. Every
one will be punished, and none will escape nor. be 
able to enter heaven by any other way. The 
Gospel of a second chance is absolutely contrary 
to the Scriptures. 

Turning to Chapter viii. we find it wholly devot
ed to these eight souls in the Ark, and we read 
concerning them, 

"And God remembered Noah and every living thing 
that was with him in the Ark." 

REMEMBERED OF GOD. 

This teaches us something of God's care for His 
own ; for not only does He remember them, but 
He acts on their behalf. 

" And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waters asaauged : the fountains also of the deep 
and the windows of heaven were stopped, and 
the rain from heaven was restrained." 

His care 'for His own to-day is just the same, for 
God changes not. He, who shut the windows of 
heaven and restrained the winds and rain for Noah, 
cares for you and me with an untiring care, and 
richly bestows His mercies upon us, more than we 
can ever ask or think. He never forsakes those 
who place their confidence in Him. This surely 
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should cause a note of thanksgiving to arise to our 
God fo_r His bountiful goodness. 

Ruin, Redemption, Reception, followed in due 
course by a manifest Realisation of God's care, is 
the history. of most who will read these lines. Most 
of us have also learned, as did Noah in such cir
cumstances, what God is to us and what we are in 
ourselves. Verse 4 of our chapter shows us 

THE ARK AT REST 

on the seventeenth day of the seventh month upon 
the mountains of Ararat. 

We are now to learn not only what God has 
delivered us "from," but also what He has saved 
us " to " and "for.'' 

This seventh month is mast interesting, for it 
was in this same month many y�ars after, that the 
Children of Israel ":ere brought forth out. of Egypt. 
It was the month of which God said: "This month 
shall be unto you the beginning of months, it shall 
be the first month of the year to you.'' (Ex. xii). 
It was on the fourteenth day of this month that 
the Passover lamb was slain, illustrating very clear
ly, as we all know, the DEATH of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If the slaying of the lamb on the fourteenth 
of this month sets forth the death of Christ, the rest
ing of the Ark on Mount Ararat on the seven
teenth sets forth equally clearly the resurrection of 
the Saviour, for it ,vas after three days that He rose 
from the tomb. Here, then, we have" Resurrection." 
Not only the resurrection of Christ, but also the 
important truth that all those " in Christ " are 
on resurrection ground as well as on redemption 
ground. 

The following verses are full of le�sons for those 
who are "in Christ" on resurrection ground; those 
who are on the other side of death, and who have 
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identified themselves with the death and resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ . in baptism. 

THE RAVEN'S FLIGHT. 
Noah had not been resting many weeks on Mount 

Ararat when out of the window of the Ark flew a 
raven (an unclean bird) which he had let loose. 
This may seem a strange incident to record in 
God's Word, and perhaps we have oftimes won
dered why such things are recorded. It is because 
of the lessons they teach. Possibly we had not 
been converted very many weeks when, to our 
sorrow and amazement, we let loose, as it were,some 
unclean thought, and out came words or actions 
that were not at all in keeping with our new 
standing. We had often said and done such things 
before we were saved, but to do so now was 
terrible indeed. This is the lesson of the Raven. 
After we are saved, there is still within us that 
which is capable of evil, and it will get loose unless 
we keep a very firm hold upon it. If you will read 
carefully Rom. vi. 14-25, and Rom. vii. 16-25, you 
will find something on this subject, and .the sooner 
we learn the truths contained therein, the better tor 
us. \Ve have within us that which is capable of 
the foulest deeds if allowed complete control, but, 
since we were saved that old nature has not had 
complete control; there is also now a new na.ture 
and therefore, as Rom. vi. 6 and 11 says, '' we 
SHOULD NOT serve sin," but "should RECK
ON ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin." We 
need at the very commencement of the Christian 
life to learn, as the Apostle learned, to have "no 
confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3). This is very 
important to the young believer especially, and we 
shall do well to pay careful heed to it. It is only 
when we have lost confidence in the flesh ( our old 
self) that we fully confide in our Saviour, 
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THE DOVE'S FIRST FLIGHT. 

This brings us on to our next point. Not only 
did Noah send out a Raven but following that went 
forth a Dove ( a clean bird). The first could not 
be trusted, so he sends forth the dove, a type of the 
Holy Spirit, the power of the new life in every 
child of God. When we have learned to have'' no 
confidence in the flesh" we are glad to look away 
to Christ, and the Holy Spirit leads us to an increas
ing knowledg� of Him. 

That Raven never returned, because the corrup
tion and dead bodies outside upon the mountains 
were more to its taste than the conditions within 
the Ark; but the Dove was soon back, because it 
could find nothing suitable to its nature, in that 
scene of desolation and sorrow. What a beautiful 
illustration of the contrast between the flesh and 
and the Spirit! The old· nature craves for the 
world and its pleasures, which in God's sight are 
l�ke the condition of things outside the Ark in
Noah's day, and its delight is to be among them;
whilst the new nature finds nothing suited to its
tastes in such a scene and much prefers to be
where God's people are found gathered together
for prayer, worship, or the reading of His Word.

Thus it is that when we allow the Holy Spirit to 
have control of our lives, we delight to be found so 
gathered, but when we have permitted something 
which we know has grieved the Holy Spirit, and 
allowed the world or the flesh to have its way, our 
joy has go�e and we need to retrace the path from 
which we have strayed. These two natures with
in are in con�tant warfare as Gal. v. 16-17 tells us, 
but the victory is possible if we allow the Spirit to 
have His way. 

Noah sent forth his Dove three times, the Raven 
but once. This was not because that Raven never 
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returned, for he had still another Raven which he 
could have let loose, but having learned to have no 
confidence in it, he kept it under control. Having 
once learned this lesson also, we do well to follow 
Noah's example, and whilst knowing that the flesh 
is within and capable of the worst of crimes, yet 
we must seek grace and strength to keep it under 
control. 

The three flights of ·the Dove we must next 
consider, for they are not without their lessons. The 
first flight sets forth the truth of transferring our 
confidence from ourselves, to the Holy Spirit, 
by ,v horn we are indwelt. 

'fHE DOVE'S SECOND FLIGHT. 

The second flight takes us a step further, for 
this time when the Dove returned she had in her 
mouth "an olive leaf plucked off," which was "the 
earnest " or sign of the New Creation. It was not 
a dead olive leaf of the old creation, for it was 
"plucked off." It came from a living tree that had 
many more similar leaves. This was but a

sample; a foretaste; of what awaited those within 
the Ark. Can my reader see the picture? The 
Holy Spirit delights to take of the things of Christ 
and show them unto us. He delights to give us a 
foretaste, a sample as it were, of what awaits the 
believer by-and- by. 

Many times we have been reading our Bibles, or 
may-be have been attending a conference of 
Christians, when we have had brought before us 
something of the glories of Christ, or of the future 
for the child of God. How our hearts have leapt 
for joy as we have contemplated it! That was the 
'' Olive Leaf,, brought to us hy the Dove (the Holy 
Spirit), and was the earnest; the pledge, or the fore
taste of countless joys that await the redeemed of the 
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Lord. Just a little insight, as it were, into the-· 
future, and as we beheld something of the glories 
of our Saviour, how .our hearts rejoiced; but what 
will it be to be there ? What will it be to see Him 
face to face Who died to redeem us ? Thank God 
for the Olive Leaf plucked (See Cor. i. 22. v. 5.,

Eph. i. 13-14). In John xvi. 14, the Lord Jesus 
Christ says of the Holy Spirit, " He shall receive of 
Mine, and shall shew it unto you." See also John 
xv. 26.

THE DOVE'S THIRD FLIGHT.

After a further seven days, Noah again sends 
forth the Dove, but this time she returns not; she 
has gone forth to dwell, not amid the decaying 
bodies around, but in the branches of the trees from 
which she had previously taken her Olive leaf; and 
into this new creation Noah and his family very 
soon follow. The third flight of the Dove portrays'. 
the time -when we shall be led of the Spirit into 
the fulness of the enjoyment of our salvation .. 
When we shall receive not the EARNEST of our 
inherit�nce, not the FORETASTE of it, but 
'fHE INHERITANCE ITSELF. We shall 
be taken up to meet our Lord in the air, and so be 
for ever with Him. 

This third flight of the Dove also teaches us. 
practical enjoyment now, of our possessions in 
Christ Jesus. All that He has secured for His. 
people, as a result of His sacrificial death at Cal-
v.ary, He wishes them to enjoy now. The children. 
of Israel, when they were about to enter the prom
ised land, were told, " Every place that the sole of 
your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto 
you" (Josh. i. 3). They had to go forward putting 
their feet down and saying '' This is ours 1 

for God 
has given it to us." So with ourselves as Christ
ians: God has given us richly a11 things to enjoy 
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.and it remains for us to put our feet down, as it 
were, and lay c]aim to God's promises, for He has 
said, "All things are your's, whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
,or things present, or things to come. All are yours 
.and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." I Cor. iii. 
:2 I, 2 2. All believers are children of God, called saints, 
:sealed with the Holy Spirit, privileged to draw 
near in praise, prayer and worship, blessed with all 
spiritual blessings, made heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, and at the coming of the Lord 
will be caught up to meet their Saviour in the air. 
With such wealth at our disposal, how slow we 
are to enter into our possessions! Having learnt to 
have no confidence in the flesh and then to enjoy 
the earnest of our blessing, let us see to it that we 
take possession of all that our Lord has won for us..,

This is not KNOWING TRUTH, it is not 
LISTENING to addresses, it is not merely 
READING about what we possess, but it is 
PRACTICAL ENJOYMENT of the Christian 
life. This is spiritual progress indeed. Reader, 
if YOU know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them! 

It is those Christians who appreciate these things, 
and seek to do their Lord's will, who, like Noah, 
follow on in worship and sacrifice. This is the 
sequel of appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and of the value of His finished atoning work upon 
the Cross. THE SEQUEL. 

When Noah took possession, as it were, we find 
him offering upon the altar burnt offerings which 
.ascended to the Lord as a sweet savour. Hearts 
full of appreciation of Christ pour out of their 
-depths worship and adoration to their God, and
with such sacrifices He is well pleased. The 
Father seeks worshippers, but worshippers who 
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worship in spirit and in truth. 
To Adam in the Garden of Eden God said,.

"thou shalt" and '' thou shalt not," but to Noah 
here He says (Gen. ix. 9-16) "I will." A covenant 
was made betw-een them, which depended not on 
Noah's faithfulness or unfaithfulness, but rested on 
the unchanging word of the Living God, and He
said, " I will." Under the Mosaic law it was
" thou shalt'' and '' thou shalt not," but under the: 
New Covenant it is "I will." Our salvation rests 
not on anything we do, or fail to do, but on the 
WORK and WORD of the Living God. He has. 
done it all. It is a finished work. All we have to. 
do is to believe in Him. To N·oah there was a 
token given of the New Covenant by the Rainbow 
in the cloud, and to you and me there is given also
a to.ken of the New Covenant in the bread and 
wine by which we remember Him Who sealed our 
pardon with His own blood and Who gave Him
self a ransom for us. The Saviour said at the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, "This cup is the 
new Covenant in My blood : this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." r Cor. xi. 25. 

May we all seek to obey this command of our 
adorable Lord better, and remember Him as He 
has asked, and pour forth worship, of which He is. 
worthy. And may He graciously help us to lay to. 
heart the lessons drawn from the Scripture that 
we have been considering, so that, far from being 
satisfied with our spiritual progress thus far, we
may ever press on to comprehend the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height, and to " stand 
perfect and complete in ALL the will of God." 

G. F. VALLANCE. 
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THE SOURCES 

-- OF ---

CHRISTIAN JOY. 
ooooQoooo 

Faith in Christ. I Peter i. 8 ; " Believing, ye re7oice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

Assurance of Salvation. Isaiah lxi. 10 ; Luke x. 20 ; 
" I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 

shall be joyful in my God ; for He hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, He hath 
covered. me with the robe of righteousness." 

" Rejoice beeause your names are written in 
heaven." 

Obedience to the Word of God. John xv. 10, 11; 
"If ye keep My commandments ye shall abide 

in My love; . . . . . these things I have spoken 
unto you, that My joy may remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full .. " 

Communion with God. r John i. 3, 4; Isaiah xii. 3; 
"Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 

with His Son, Jesus Christ. And these things 
we write unto you that your joy may be full." 

" There/ ore with joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation." 

Fellowship with the Lord's people. n John 12 ; " I 
trust to come unto you, and speak face 1 to face 
that our joy may be full." 

Answered Prayer. John xvi. 24; "Ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full.,, 

Witnessing for Christ. Phil. i. 18 ; " Ghrist is preached, 
and therein I do rejoice, yea, and will reJoice." 

Worthiness to Suffer. Acts v. 41; "Rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
His name. 

ERNEST. FEASEY. 



SAMSON : His �trength. 

" Entice him, and see wherein his great strength 
lieth.''-Judges 16-5. 

" Tell me, I pray thee, whetein Thy-great strength 
lieth. ''-Judges 16-6. 

"Not by might, nor by power (strength), but 
by my Spirit saith the Lord of hosts." 
-Zech. 4-6.

The Children of Israel were brought out of 
Egypt (a power greater than they were) by the 
might of Jehovah and brought to a land already 
possessed by nations mightier than themselves. 
Duet. 4, 37/38. 

David, a mere stripling, a youth unused to ,var, 
with a simple sling and five smooth stones, in 
simple faith in God for his strength, goes forth, 
nothing doubting, to slay Goliath of Gath,andwith 
one of the five stones lays low the one ·who for days 
had been defying the armies of Israel. r Sam. r 7, 

45/47. 
Elijah in solitary grandeur, standing on lVIount 

Carmel confronting four hundred priests of Baal 
at considerable danger to hin1self, gives them every 
opportunity to prove their God to be true, and 
soddening his own sacrifice with water he gains 
a mighty triumph in the Lord's name, and in 
spite of his arduous day's test, girds himself and 
runs the whole way to Jezreel in front of Ahab's 
chariot. 

The three Hebrew youths, Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego placed in a position of responsi
bility by Nebuchadnezzar, in loyalty and obedience 
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to God's ,vord and in face of overv1helming odds, 
regarded not the king's voice and refused to do 
his bidding, ,vhen in his rage and fury he com
manded that they should be brought and cast into 
the burning fiery furnace. Dan. 3, 16/18. 

Daniel, too, with all the presidents and princes 
against him, and a decree signed ,vhich even the 
king himself could not alter, prays " as he did 
afore time," and came out, in spite of tremendous 
planning and plotting, more than conqueror. 
Dan. 6, 22.

Zerrubabel, the leader of the captives ,vho returned 
from Babylon, and governor of Judah under
took the gigantic task of building the Lord's 
Hou5e amidst opposition from friend and foe, the 
apathy of the people, and discouragements on 
every hand, received the Word of the Lord which 
said, 

" Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, 0 great moun
tain ? before Zerrubabel thou shalt become a plain: 
and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with 
shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Zech. 4, 6/7. 

Samson could rend a lion as he , ,vould a kid, 
could catch three hundred foxes (let 1ny reader 
try to catch one), could slay a thousand men with 
the jawbone of an ass, could lift the gates of a city, 
take them to the top of a hill and laugh at his 
enemies, and by mighty strength pull down the 
pillars of the house and finally at his death slay 
thousands. 

All these were delivered from enemies stronger 
and mightier than themselves, and performed deeds 
and were given victories entirely above and be
yond what human strength could possibly have 
achieved, faith linking them to the mighty po,ver 
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and boundless resources of God. 

A \VORD TO OURSELVES. 

\Ve, too, have been delivered from foes mightier 
than ourselves for \Ve have been delivered from the 
power of darkness, fron1 the power of death and 
hell, from the curse of a broken law, from the 
bondage of sin, from the god of this age who 
bit_herto had blinded our eyes, from the wrath of 
God, from the guilt and penalty of our sin, and 
from judgn1ent to come. We, too, have not only 
been brought out of these things, but brought, 
like the children of Israel, into a sphere of blessing, 
for we are, 

" Blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ." Eph. 1, 3. 

Not only have we been delivered from the power 
of darkness, but we have been translated into the 
kingdom of His dear Son. We have been," made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light," ·we have been made, "new creatures 
in Christ," we have received, " the adoption of 
sons, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." All this 
and more is ours through a power outside of our
selves, 

"For when we were without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly." Rom. 5, 6. 

" While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'' 
Rom. 5, 8. 

'' When we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son." Rom. 5, 10. 

Grace has ,vrough t a ,vondrous victory and 
brought us deliverance we could never have 
effected for ourselves, and brought us into blessings 
our own efforts could never have obtained. (See 
Eph. 2, 4/7• 

We have a pathway to tread, a service to render, 
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difficulties to meet, foes to overcome and tempta
tions to resist; all these things we cannot possibly 
do in our own strength. 

The believer is exhorted to be a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ, and the apostle Paul reminds us 
of the greatness, might and power of the enemy;,

whom we meet in the fight of faith-
" For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places." Eph. 6, 12. 

Moreover, in the matter of service too, great 
things are expected from us, great things are possi
ble to us. One reference to our Lord's own Word 
will suffice to show the greatness of the task. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He thatbelieveth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do ; because I go unto 
my Father." John 14, 12. 

God's purpose for us is that we should 
bear fruit. " The branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself." Our Lord said, " vVithout me ye can do 
nothing." Verily we need a power beyond our 
own natural resources, and just as there vvas a 
power to deliver us, so we shall presently see that 
there is a power to strengthen us, to enable us to 
obtain victories, to achieve exploits and to walk 
with stedfast step pleasing to the Lord, bearing 
fruit to the praise of His grace. Let us then con
sider some of the lessons the record of Samson has 
to teach us. 

WAS SAMSON REALLY STRONG ? 

Samson was not a strong man normally. For 
the secret of his wonder£ ul feats we have to search 
further than his physical body. His strength 
puzzled the Philistines to a great degree and they 
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were prepared to go to considerable expense and 
pains to find out his secret. Had his strength 
been solely in his body it would easily have been 
seen. 

The tests Samson suggested to Delilah were 
foolish, it was ridiculous to try to bind him with 
green withs, or weaving the locks of his head with 
a web and fasten with a pin, as though that 
would dissipate a strength which could kill a lion 
and lift the gates of a city and carry them to the 
top of a hill l All this tends to show that there was 
in Samson's great strength that which, to the out
sider, was baffling and mysterious. 

A careful study· of the Word of God, however, 
reveals at once to the spiritually minded and 
spiritually enlightened, that Samson's strength was 
not his own, but that of another who was operat
ing in and through him. Also a study of the 
conditions of Samson's life reveals to us, at least in 
measure, the conditions under which we too can be 
endued with the same power as was the source of 
Samson's strength, enabling us to overcome 
temptations, fight the fight of faith, remove 
difficulties from our pathway as Samson removed 
the lion from his, and so escape the power of the 
enemy and achieve great things for God, yea, to 
perform some of the greater things that our 
blesc,ed Lord spake of when he said, "Greater 
works than these shall ye do" (see John 14, 12). 

SAMSON'S BIRTlI. 
Firstly Samson owed his birth not to the or

dinary course of nature, but to a special inter
vention of God ; you will do well to read the 13th 
Chap. of Judges for an account of this, and one 
has to come to the conclusion that Samson's birth, 
like Isaac's, was due to the miraculous intervention 
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of God himself, and against all the accepted laws 
of nature. Thus it is in this age, every Christian, 
(who is a Christian indeed), has been born twice, 
born of earthly parents, born in sin and shapen in 
iniquity, a sharer of Adam's guilt and partaker of 
his sinful nature; but he has also had a second 
birth being born from above, born of the Spirit. 

" Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is Spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born again." John 3, 5/7. 

"Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God." John 1, 13. 

" Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his crea
tures." James 1, 18. 

These three Scriptures clearly state that our path 
as children of God is due to the intervention of God 
and not to our physical birth in a nominal Chris
tian family, which happened to live in a nominal 
Christian country-we are, "children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus." Gal. 3, 26. Samson, being 
a child by Divine promise and intervention, we are 
not surprised to find it recorded of him, 

"And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at 
times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and 
Eshtaol." Judges 13, 25. 

It was at such times as these, that Samson was 
strong and able to perform amazing feats to the 
bewilderment,. dismay and defeat of his enemies. 

THE BELIEVER'S POWER. 
Every CHILD OF GOD is born of the Spirit, as 

we have already seen by the Scriptures pre
viously quoted on this page. Every born-again 
individual is "sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
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unto the praise of His glory." Eph. 1, 13/14. We 
are sealed by the Father as His own, and the seal is 
the Holy Ghost. Every sealed believer is also 
ind,velt by the Holy Spirit. In I Cor. 6, 19, you 
will find the apostle asks the question, 

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own ? " 

The Holy Ghost is in the believer in this age in a 
sense in which He never ,vas in the Old Testament 
saints. I-Ie came on them and moved them at 
times only, but now He indwells the believer. The. 
Holy Spirit is a definite and distinct' Person equal 
with the Father and the Son, is the gift of the 
Father, ,vas prayed for by the Son and sent by 
Him from the Father. Note in John 14, 26, the 
Lord says of the Spirit, " \t\1hom the Father will
send in my name," but in John 15, 26, he says, 
" Whom I will send," both are equally true. 

"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever ; even the spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him; but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you." John 14, 16/17. 

In the light of these \vondrous things, we might 
well ask ourselves, how is it that the power of this 
One dwelling in each child of God is not more 
manifest in our lives, and in the work of God 
generally ; and with sadness of heart, we must 
confess that the conditions under which the Holy 
Spirit can work in and through us are of times sadly 
lacking. 

Samson is an illustration of this, for at one period 
of his life just when he needed strength greater 
than his own, he was as other men, powerless in 
the presence of his enemies who were stronger than 
he, because he had been asleep on Delilah's lap. 
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When she called to him, ' the Philistines are upon 
thee,' it was too late, the Philistines took him, 
put out his eyes, and bound him with fetters of 
brass and_ he had to endure prison bars and we 
read of him that he wist not his strength, was 
departed from him. (See Jud. 16, 1/21). He 
shook himself as at other times, but he was just 
an ordinary man. 

The laps of Delilah's are numerous to-day
worldly pleasure, material advancement, love of 
ease. The ,vorld, the flesh and the devil are still 
in possession of numerous opiates which act much 
in the same ,vay as Delilah. How sad, and yet 
how often has the same story been repeated in the 
lives of those who enjoy greater privileges and have 
greater responsibilities. The writer would ques
tion his O\Vll heart, and ask his readers to question 
theirs, how is it with us? Has our strength gone 
and we wist not? Have we awakened out of our 
sleep to find that the enemy is waiting to complete 
his victory ? But perhaps you ask " in vvhat lay 
the secret of Samson's strength? " and the answer is 
in his long hair, or to be more correct that of which 
his hair was a symbol. Samson was a separated 
one and his unshorn hair was a confession of this. 
He was a carefully guarded Nazarite from before 
his birth. Judges 13. His mother having to 
keep at least part of the Nazarite's vow. Verse 4. 

THE NAZARITE'S VOVl. 

There were three conditions the Nazarite had to 
observe, and fulfil. Firstly, he had to separate 
himself from wine and strong drink, not merely 
had he to abstain from the use of the fermented 
juice of the grape, but from every thing connected 
with the vine-grapes moist or dried, he could 
not eat '1:nything thereof from the kernels to the 
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husk. N um. 6, 2/4. This sets forth typically for 
the believer, complete separation from the things 
of earth. Our Lord is spoken of in Isaiah 53, as a 
root out of a dry ground, that is, fle drew nothing 
from earth which contributed to His strength 
or joy. A root is the primary part of a tree, with
out it the branches would wither and die for lack 
of sustenance. In like manner, vve too, in our 
spiritual life need food to strengthen. It is part of 
the Holy Spirit's work to minister such, for He 
takes of the things of Christ and reveals them unto 
us, but we cannot feed on the joys of earth and the 
things of the Spirit at the san1e time. If like Sam
son, we would be strong, we must be separated from 
the world unto the Lord, in the world but not of it. 
John 17, 11/19. 

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Cor. 6, 17 /18. 

The second condition of the Nazarite's VO\V was 
one concerned more with confession than separa
tion. No razor was to come upon his head all the 
days of his vow. In Samson's case it ,vas for life, 
i.e., he was to wear his hair long; this was an out
ward and visible sign of his Nazariteship, some
thing all could see. If my readers will tum to the
first Corinthian epistle, chap 11, verse 14 and 15,
they will read

" Does.not even nature itself teach you, that if a man 
have long hair, it is a shame unto him ? But if 
a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for 
her hair is given her for a covering." 

In the long hair of the N azarite, vve see a symbol 
of subjection and humiliation. The Nazarite took 
an inferior place to that of his fellows, and from 
this all believers can learn that in order to be 
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strong, they too, must exhibit to those around 
those lo,vly graces of subjection and humiliation 
as the Apostle Paul puts it, 

" Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let 
nothing be done through strife or vainglory ; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
then1selves. Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others. Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus : Who, being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God : but made 
hin1self of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of man: And being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." Phil. 2, 2/8. 

This will constitute a testimony more striking 
and effective than the long hair of the Nazarite 
and will bring forth from those around a recognition 
as of old, '' 'fhese have been with Jesus, and have 
learned of Him," moreover such a course of con
duct has great promise of reward, for 

"He that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 
Luke 14, 11. 

Thirdly, the Nazarite was not to touch any dead 
body, not even for father or mother was he to 
defile himself. This scene here is one of death
death is stamped on everything ; it is under the 
condemnation of God and is reserved for judg
ment. We are to walk through this valley of the 
shadow of death as those who are not of it, (as 
indeed through grace every born again person is 
not) for our citizenship is in heaven from vvhence 
we look for our Sa vi our. If we would be strong 
like Sa1nson 

THESE ARE THE CONDITIONS.-

vVe 1nust be ( 1) Separate as to ou,r joys ; we 



cannot share the world's, and the ,vorld has no 
part or lot in ours. ,¥ e must feed on vastly 
different food, our strength is from above, their's 
is but in effect for a n1oment, passing, transient, 
and carrying them to a lost eternity. 

(2) Separate as to our amb#ions, being only
ambitious to be \\·ell-pleasing to Him ; letting 
go worldly advancement and seeking to serve the 
interests of others before our own. 

(3) Separate as to our conduct, ,valking before God
as those who are not their own, strangers and pil
grims, in a strange land, but homeward bound_. 
Such a pathway,villspeedilymark us out as peculiar, 
we shall be misunderstood and very likely be the 
subject of ridicule. Our choice may be queried; 
Samson's father and mother, not Knowing that 
Samson had chosen a bride according to the Lord's 
will, did not understand his choice at all. We mav 

., 

even be regarded as dangerous and troublesome. 
Because of Samson's exploits against the Philis
tines, the men of Judah bound him and would have 
delivered him to his enemies and the enemies of the 
Lord, but He that was for him was stronger than all 
the men of Judah and we read, 

'And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
against him; and the spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon 
his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, 
and his bands loosed from off his hands." 
Judges 15, 14. 

And so with us, if only we will be in subjection 
to the teaching and guiding of the Holy Spirit, 
letting Him constrain and restrain us, we too shall 
be more than conquerors. Such a pathway 
trodden will be the scene of wondrous achievements, 
for in it we shall perform the will of ·God, which, 
however commonplace the task may seem to us 
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is the greatest thing any one can do. It is not that 
which glitters and is the most attractive to our 
eyes or spectacular in the eyes of our fellows, but 
to do the will of God is the greatest and best, and 
this ,vill endure to the end. 

To deflect fro1n this path will mean failure--it 
was so in Samson's case, he shared God's secret 
with a woman of the world and it robbed Hirn of 
·his strength when he most needed it. We can 
·neither take the worldings into the secrets of God,
nor allovv· them to share our labours for Christ, or
-contribute to the cost of the Lord's work, without
brin�ing failure to ourselves and marring our 
.service. 

This pathway of separation means final victory 
.although it may mean our all.-Sarnson accom
plished more in his death than in all his life. He 
that loseth his life shall find it. It means honour 
:and reward for the \Nord of God says, 

" Them that honour Me, I will honour." 
and we also read, 

" God will not long remain any man's debtor," 
and at the close of a life that has been filled with 
the Spirit and lived not in its own strength but 
-empowered by the Spirit we shall be able, like
Zerrubbabel, to bring forth the headstone to our
work with shoutings, crying,

" Grace, grace unto it." Zech. 4, 7. 
It will have been, 

"Not by might nor by powe:r, but by n1y Spirit 
saith the Lord of Hosts." 

May the writer and all his readers pray and not 
-faint for, 

"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shall run and not be weary ; and they 
shall walk, and not faint." Isa. 40, 31. 

ERNEST FEASEY. 
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