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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE 
FUTURE 

" Loo\ing for that blessed hope." Titus 2 : 13. 

Many suppose the scriptures teach a general 
resurrection of the dead.. They cite the well'known 
passage in John II where Martha says concerning her 
dead brother, " I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day," or the equally well-known 
scripture in I Corinthians 15, where we read: " T h e 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible." These and similar passages are made 
to teach a general resurrection. But surely such clear 
scriptures as Acts 2 4 : 15, are overlooked where Paul 
says: " There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both 
of the just and unjust," and Revelation 20 : 5, where, 
speaking of the resurrection of the saints, the Spirit 
of God calls it " the first resurrection," adding, "Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection." 
" The rest of the dead," we are told, " lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished." So, you see, 
the word of God makes it quite clear, whatever men 
may suppose or say, that there are to be two 
resurrections. 

In like manner people speak of a general judgment. 
They refer to Matthew 25, and assume there is to be 
one final judgment when Christ will separate the sheep 
from the goats. Those on His right hand will receive 
eternal life and those on His left hand will suffer 
eternal punishment. Or Hebrews 9 : 27 is quoted and 
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wrongly applied to " all " men. " It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment." But 
these passages, if read carefully, teach the reverse. 
W h o are the sheep and who are the goats ? Are they 
persons raised from the dead ? No. They are living 
people who stand before the Lord when He comes to 
earth to judge the nations. Look as closely as you 
will and you will find no thought of resurrection in 
Matthew 25. It is the judgment of the living. Hebrews 
9 : 27 is the judgment of those who have passed through 
death. " It is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment." In the one case we get 
the living only judged, and the dead do not appear, 
and in the other the dead only are judged and the 
living do not appear. 

2 Timothy 4 : 1 makes it quite clear. There we are 
told that our Lord Jesus Christ is to " judge the quick 
(that is, the living) and the dead at His appearing and 
His kingdom." Here we get the two classes of people 
to be judged and the time of the two judgments. He 
judges " the quick," or the living, " at His appearing," 
that is, when He comes to earth in power and great 
glory. That coming may take place in a matter of a 
few years. All present to-night may be still living 
here or with the Lord in glory, not having passed 
through death. The Lord comes to earth to judge the 
living—that is called " His appearing." He will judge 
the dead at " His kingdom." That will be His final 
act after His glorious reign of a thousand years. He 
is to abolish death by raising from the dead those who 
have died in their sins. " The last enemy that shall 
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be destroyed is death." Revelation 20 : 11-12 describes 
the solemn scene, " And I saw a great white throne 
. . . and I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God." So you see there are to be two judgments as 
there are to be two resurrections. 

Now you will find that a similar mistake is made 
regarding our Lord's Second Coming. Many read 
those comforting words in John 14, " I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself," and then turn to Jude 14 
and read, " Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands 
of His saints," and suppose that both scriptures refer 
to the same event and that there is just the one coming 
for His people and to judge the world. But the scrip
tures quoted speak for themselves. There are two 
comings, and they are in the greatest contrast to each 
other. 

In John 14 we read, " I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself." It is very certain, then, that if 
the Lord comes to-night it is to receive His people 
unto Himself, that where He is there they may be 
also. Now that, surely, is perfectly clear. If He 
comes for His people it is to take them out of the 
world, from earth to heaven. But what does the other 
scripture to which we referred in Jude 14 tell us ? 
" The Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints." 
Now people say, " That is the Lord coming for us." 
But pause a moment. " The Lord cometh with ten 
thousands of His saints, to execute judgment." Is that 
the coming mentioned in John 14 ? Does He then 
receive His people to Himself ? W e are told that He 
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comes with His saints. Is that the blessed, heavenly 
coming we have been talking about this afternoon ? 
No. When He comes as the Bridegroom to take His 
Bride home, and when He appears in His glory with 
His saints, and the nations are gathered before Him 
to be judged—these are two separate comings. You 
get both in our text, " Looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing (or the appearing in glory, 
as some read it) of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ." 

He is coming first for His own. This is what our 
text calls " that blessed hope." He is coming after that 
in power and great glory to judge the nations. That 
is called in the text " the appearing in glory of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." The name 
given here to Christ is His full title. Paul is not 
speaking of God the Father, but of Christ W h o is 
called " the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 
He, Christ, is coming in glory with His saints to judge 
the living, but first of all He is coming to take His 
own to His Father's house on high. It is very helpful 
to see this. I hope all are clear about it. 

" Looking for that blessed hope." You get that 
hope in John 14—" In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and. receive 
you unto myself." This is " that blessed hope." W e 
read of His other coming, His appearing in glpry, in 
Matthew 25 .31 , " When the Son of man shall come 
in His glory . . . before Him shall be gathered all 
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nations." Is that a " blessed hope " ? Indeed, it is 
not. It is His appearing in glory to judge the wicked. 
When He comes for us to take us home to heaven, is 
that to judge the ungodly ? No, it is not. It is a 
secret coming of His own. The world will not then 
see Him, so secret will it be. It will be a meeting in 
the clouds. Not an eye will see us go. This is " that 
blessed hope." The other coming is " His appearing 
in glory." Not to distinguish between them is to 
confuse the whole subject of our Lord's return. 

It is of " that blessed hope " that I desire to speak 
to-night. The word " blessed " is really " happy." So 
we may read it " that happy hope." " Hope " in 
scripture is always the thing hoped for. W e read in 
Timothy, " He is our hope." " Hope " in the word 
of God never suggests uncertainty. That is the way 
we use the word, but in scripture it means the things 
unseen. " Wha t a man seeth why doth he yet hope 
for ? " Our unseen Hope is Himself and Himself 
coming for us and we to be caught up to be with Him 
for ever in His Father's house. This is our hope, 
" that blessed hope." W e are " looking," the scripture 
says, " for that blessed hope "—looking for Him. For 
Him ? Yes. Have you that hope ? " Oh, it will be 
good to get away from all the trouble and sorrow of 
this world." But that is not the hope. The hope is 
Himself. I am to see Him. He is coming for me. 
What a happy prospect. W e sometimes sing: 

I'm waiting for Thee, Lord, 
Thy beauty to see, Lord, 
No triumph for me, like Thy coming again. 
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This is " that blessed hope." W e know Christ now. 
W e possess Christ now—at least, I trust we all do. 
W e enjoy Christ now, but as yet we have never seen 
Him. " That blessed hope " is that we are going to 
see Him. " Beloved," says John, " now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be ; 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be 
like H i m : for we shall see Him as He is." 

It is the hope of the Christian, according to scripture. 
I suppose it is the hope because the Christian has other 
hopes. I hope to go to heaven, don't you ? That is 
a hope. I hope to have a changed body, don't you ? 
That is a hope. I hope to meet my loved ones again, 
don't you ? That is a hope. But it is not the hope. 
" Let us hold fast the confession of the hope," Hebrews 
10 : 23 (margin). W h a t is it I am to hold fast and 
not be ashamed to confess ? The hope that Christ is 
coming for me. W e are not all preachers. Most of 
us find even individual work to be difficult, but we can 
manage, perhaps, to say something like this when some 
one says to us, " It's a gloomy world we are in," " Well, 
I am waiting for my Lord to come and to take me out 
of it all." While we are waiting we are to hold fast 
the confession of the hope of the coming of our Lord 
and our gathering together unto Him. W e forget it 
days without number. Weary weeks go by without 
our thinking of the Lord's return. If it were constantly 
before us, it would alter our whole outlook and our 
attitude towards the people of God and towards the 
unsaved. 

Our hope, then, is the soon coming of our Lord 

7 



Jesus Christ and " our gathering together unto Him." 
Never in the New Testament is the Christian told to 
look, or to wait, or to prepare for death. " Oh," you 
say, " I am quite prepared to die." I am glad you 
are, but nowhere is a Christian told to prepare to die. 
The apostle says to the Corinthian believers, " Ye come 
behind in no gift ; waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ "—not waiting to die. If you are waiting 
to die, very well then, you may, perhaps, " come behind 
in no gift " waiting to die—what a gloomy thought. 
Perhaps you say, " I have passed my three score years 
and ten." Is that so ? The Lord may yet take you 
to glory without dying. Even the Corinthians, in spite 
of their sad state and the low condition they were in, 
were " waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Every Christian should be waiting for the 
coming of the Lord. I spent half'an-hour recently 
endeavouring to find from the word of God how a 
Christian should die. I turned up the various words, 
death, dead, die, dying, etc., but I could find no direc
tion as to how a Christian should die or what he has 
to do when he comes to die. W h y ? The New 
Testament believers were not looking for death. They 
were looking for the Lord to come. So it should be 
with us. The blessed hope for the Christian, Christ's 
return, is more certain than death. W e ought ever 
to be " looking for that blessed hope." " The sky," 
we sing, " not the grave, is our goal." 

Wha t hope have the unsaved ? Are you here, my 
unconverted friend ? Are you amongst us to-night ? 
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What is your hope ? Poor soul, you have no hope 
beyond the grave. Beyond the grave, did I say ? 
Why, you are not even certain of the grave to shelter 
you for a few moments from the face of the Judge. 
I tell you solemnly that if the Lord's coming is as near 
as some think it to be, you will probably never die, 
but stand before the throne of judgment that Christ 
will set up here upon the earth. You will be amongst 
" the quick " who are to be judged " at His appearing." 
Christ is soon coming to judge the living, and if you 
are not His, that is all you have to look forward to. 
Should death, however, overtake you, you will not miss 
the judgment, but you will stand before the Great 
White Throne, -raised from the dead, after " the 
thousand years " referred to in Revelation 20. W h a t 
a shock it will be for the world when the Lord suddenly 
returns and all are called to stand before Him. 

When the great plants of our cities 
Have turned out their last finished work ; 

When our merchants have sold their last yard of silk, 
And dismissed the last tired clerk ; 

When our banks have raked in their last dollar 
And paid the last dividend ; 

When the Judge of the earth says " Close for the 
night " 

And asks for a ba lance—WHAT T H E N ? 

When the choir has sung its last anthem, 
And the preacher has made his last prayer ; 

When the people have heard their last sermon 
And the sound has died out on the air ; 
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When the Bible lies closed on the altar, 
And the pews are all empty of men, 

And each one stands facing his record— 
And the great Book is opened—WHAT T H E N ? 

When the actors have played their last drama 
And the mimic has made his last fun, 

When the film has flashed its last picture 
And the billboard displayed its last run ; 

When the crowds seeking pleasure, have vanished, 
And gone out in the darkness again— 

When the trumpet of ages is sounded, 
And we stand up before H i m — W H A T T H E N ? 

When a world that rejected its Saviour 
Is asked for a reason—WHAT T H E N ? 

You see, dear friends, the Great Whi te Throne 
judgment may be a long way off, it must be more than 
a millennium away, but the judgment of the living, of 
" the quick," may be very near, and before that awful 
Throne of glory, you, if you are a Christ-rejector and 
still living, must surely stand. 

The world has hopes, but how uncertain they are. 
You will be bitterly disappointed if you are relying 
upon some hope man has given you. The Prime 
Minister may do his best and the Government may 
even ask God's help in seeking to make this a better 
world. But all hopes will at length be blasted. The 
world will not get better, but worse. When Christ 
takes His church out of the world, and the Holy 
Spirit returns to heaven, the devil and his angels are 
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cast down to earth and the world is left to his Satanic 
awfulness. You have no hope if you have not Christ. 
The Christian's hope remains undimmed—in fact, it 
grows brighter as the days get darker. 

W e laid a dear brother to rest to-day at Potters 
Bar, and talking to the bereaved ones, the great comfort 
was " Christ is soon coming." Our dear friend will 
not return to us, but, in the words of David, " we 
shall go to him." The hope of the Lord's return is 
as sure as God's steadfast Throne. " I will come 
again," " The Lord shall descend from heaven." " He 
that shall come will come and will not tarry." Wha t 
man dare speak like that ? Hitler attempted to, but 
what happened to his " wills " and " shalls " ? Only 
One can speak with such certainty, and He says to 
His people, " I will come again." W h a t a comforting 
hope to the bereaved. In bereavement we " sorrow 
not even as others which have no hope." The Lord 
does not forbid sorrow. W e would not be human if 
we did not sorrow, but we sorrow not as those who 
have no hope. 

Wha t a contrast with the unsaved who have " no 
hope." As the Christian mourner leaves the grave 
his greatest comfort is in " looking for that blessed 
hope." But of the unconverted God says " No hope." 
" That blessed hope " — " no hope." W h y have the 
unsaved no hope ? Scripture tells us why. " Without 
Christ, having no hope and without God in the world." 
Did not we say just now, " He is our hope."—He 
Himself, and if I have Him not I have no hope. 
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Does Christ look down at you now and say, " There 
is one of My sheep ? " " Oh," you say, " I have 
always been a good woman." That won't do. Do 
you belong to Him ? Has His precious blood cleansed 
you from your sins and made you acceptable in God's 
sight ? 

The blessed hope— 

Takes its terror from the grave, 
And gilds the bed of death with light. 

I recollect (if you will pardon my making a personal 
reference) when my dear father died. I was fourteen 
years old and remember being awakened by my mother 
at four o'clock in the morning. She did not say father 
was dead, but her tears told the story, and then she left 
to tell the others. There were six of us. I remember 
hurrying to the drawing-room and shutting myself in 
there and weeping my heart out. My sister must 
have heard my crying, for she came in, and threw her 
arms around me, and said that this was her comfort— 
" Father and Julia " (mentioning my other sister, who 
was with the Lord), " Father and Julia are together. 
Do not break your heart." Father and Julia together ! 
That was lovely for them, but that is not " the blessed 
hope." If she had said (and I had had the heart to 
receive it—I was not converted then), " The Lord is 
coming. Dry your tears. Before to-morrow comes He 
may be here and we shall all be with Him and them in 
glory," that is a " blessed hope." " The Lord Himself 
shall descend . . . then we which are alive and remain 
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shall be caught up together with them in the clouds." 
Someone has said, " Clouds from London, clouds from 
New York, clouds from Paris, etc." I do not think 
it means that, although it is true. Clouds of the 
Lord's people will be caught up from these places, but 
I think it is that we are going to be caught up in the 
clouds above, to meet the Lord in the air and so to be 
for ever with Him. 

W h a t comfort has the world to offer to one who is 
in bereavement ? The bereaved Christian says, " God 
has promised that we shall all be caught up together." 
I think that probably families will meet in the air. 
I have no other scripture but this, " caught up together 
with them." So it seems to me we will meet in the 
air and go up together in the clouds to meet the Lord. 

In Hebrews we read, " They without us should not 
be made perfect." The dead believers will not be 
complete without us, that is, they will not have their 
bodies until the Lord comes. 

When the friends that death has parted 
Shall in bliss again unite, 

W h a t a gathering and a greeting there will be. 

The Apostle Paul said, speaking of his children in 
the faith, " For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at His coming ? " 
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When the blest who sleep in Jesus at His bidding 
shall arise 

From the silence of the grave, and from the sea ; 
And with bodies all celestial they shall meet Him in 

the skies— 
What a gathering and rejoicing there will be .' 

While we are looking for " that blessed hope " we 
are like men saved from a watery grave, but still in 
the lifeboat. W e are overjoyed because we are saved, 
but we are looking for the shore. W e want to get 
to land, to home, to get by the fire. There is a bit 
of uncertainty about the lifeboat, but there is no 
uncertainty about that " blessed hope." Our souls are 
saved, but we have the clammy clothes on—our bodies. 
They hinder us betimes. They hinder us even in our 
worship and praise and in our prayers. But Christ 
is soon coming to take us Home, and when we get 
to the golden shore we shall have suitable bodies to be 
with Him in glory." 

" Now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed." " Oh," says one, " that is not true of me. 
I am saved now." But Paul is speaking of saved 
people. The fact is, our salvation will not be com-
plete until the Lord comes. That is why we read 
" W e that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur
dened." W e groan because of these bodies. The 
salvation that Christ wrought for us on the cross has 
not yet been applied to our bodies. Our bodies are 
the same as when we were unconverted. W e await 
the redemption of the body. That will take place 
when He comes. " W e shall all be changed (all 
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believers) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed." 

W i t h what intense longing should we be looking for 
" that blessed hope," for when He comes we shall be 
made like unto Him." " W e await the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour " (Philippians 3 : 20, N.T.) . You 
notice that. " Oh," you say, " I should have thought 
we waited for Him as Bridegroom.' The scripture 
says we wait for Him as Saviour, too. " Oh," you say, 
" He has saved me." Yes, but not completely, not 
your body yet. W e wait for the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, " W h o shall transform our body of humili
ation." That is why He is spoken of as Saviour here. 
Some say we are not going to have these bodies in 
heaven. Scripture says it will be our " body of 
humiliation," but re-fashioned. 

" As we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly." Now death 
will not accomplish this. However blessed it is for a 
believer to die and go to be with Christ, death will 
not transform the body into Christ's image. The body 
goes to corruption. But the coming of the Lord will 
accomplish it. W e are not to expect death. W e are 
to be " looking for that blessed hope," for " when 
He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is." Our bodies will be transformed like 
unto His body of glory. When we were in our sins, 
one look of faith at Him and we passed out of darkness 
into light, out of death into life. When He returns, 
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as our eyes behold Him, our bodies will be changed 
into the likeness of His own body of glory. 

" Behold, I shew you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump." " For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then 
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 
" And they shall see His face ; and His name shall be 
in their foreheads." For ever with Christ in the glory 
of heaven. What a hope, that " blessed hope " ! Is 
it yours ? Is it yours ? Oh, God help you, poor 
soul, that has not Christ, God help you to come to 
Him now. Why miss all this ? Why be out of it all ? 
Why be banished into outer darkness where there is 
" weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth " when 
you are as welcome as the apostle Paul to come to 
Christ for forgiveness, just now. Come to Christ, at 
this moment, and say, " I am a poor sinner, Thou art 
a great Saviour. Save me, Lord." Amen. 
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