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PREFACE. 

THE following chapters are reprinted, after re

vision, from The Christian Friend and Instructor.

The subject, in view of the rapid development of 

r�tionalism, if not of apostasy, is one of increasing 

importance; and it de1nands the solen1n and 

prayerful study of those who desire to be ac

quainted with the various for1ns of corruption 

and evil that will abound before the close of 

the church-period; and also with the n1anifold 

incentive� and. encourage111ents, n1inistered by 

the Lord Himself, to seek grace to be overcomers 

in an evil day. It is the prayer of the 

writer, that the perusal of these pages rpay 

cause the reader to hear, more distinctly than 

·ever, the ulessed words of the Lord's own

announcement, "Behold, I con1e quickly: hold

that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy

crown." (Rev. iii. 11.)
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NOTES ON THE EPISTLES 

TO 

THE SEVEN CHURCHES . 

• 

CHAPTER· I. 

THE VISION OF JOHN. 

REVELATION i. 

BEFORK entering upon a consideration of the 
epistles to the seven churches, the vision in which 
John received his commission must necessarily, if 
briefly, occupy our attention. First, however, it 
may be pointed out, as bearing on the nature of 
the book, that God Himself is the source of all 
the communications it contains. It is, " The 
revelation of Jesus Ohrist, which God gave i1;nto 
Him, to show unto His servants things which 1nust 
shortly come to pass;" and then, as we read, "He 
sent and signified it by His angel unto His servant 
John." ( v. l.) The fallowing words will explain 
the significance of these expressions : " The reve
lation is one belonging to Jesus Christ, which God 
gave to Him, and He signifies it to John. Though 
over all, God blessed for ever, He is here seen as 



6 NOTES ON THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 

Son of man, the rejected Messiah or Lamb, and so 
Head over all things. The fact that the revelation 
is one confided to Him is important, because it at 
once makes· it the testimony of Jesus and the 
word of God, being communicated by Jesus, and 
given to Him by God. _This testimony of Jesus 
and word of God comes as -a vision to John, who 
bare_record of all he saw." 

After this description of the nature of the book, 
the Spirit of God, in whose power John bears 
record, pauses, be£ ore proceeding, to pronounce a 
special blessing upon him that reads, and upon 
those that "hear the words of this prophecy, ancl 
keep· those things which are written therein : for the 
time is at hand." (v._ 3.) Thereby we are warned 
against allowing this book to fall'into neglect, and 
encouraged to treasure up its divine words in our 
hearts, and the more so in that the time is at hand 
when all will be fulfilled. The pure light of this 
prophecy thus shines out upon the darkness of 
this evil day, to show the path of God's people, as 
well as to indicate the .future both of the Church 
and the world, while awaiting the Lord's return. 

John, in the next place, commences his address 
" to the seven churches 1which are in .Asia," ·and, 
first of all, sends to them the message of grace 
and peace, yet not, as in the Pauline epistles, 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
( and this. will teach the .reader the character of 
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the· ground John here occupies), but from Jiim 
who is, and was, and is to come. This expresses 
God in His absolute existence, the "I am," but 
as connected, or rather identified, with the One 
who had revealed Himself in previous- ages 
to the patriarchs and to Moses, and who "at 
the- same tin1e was the. co111ing One who would 
make good everything revealed of ·and by· Him
self." It is also "from the Seven spirits ivhich 

are before the throne," not· no,v the Holy Ghost 
dwelling" in the Church on earth, but the Spirit 
in the plenitude of His power, and hence seven
fold, and before the throne, �because connected 
with the governn1ent of the earth. · Lastly, it is 
from "Jesus Christ, the faithful Jvitness; the first

begotten of the cleacl, ancl the prince of the kings 
of the earth.'' (v. 5.) · This comprehensive presen
tation of Christ is all in relation to the earth, 
for, as the "faithful witness," it ·is what He was 
down here for God ; as the " first-begotte1i. of the 
dead," it is rather the character in which He 
will take His power and kingdom; while "the 
prince of the kings of the earth" exhibits His 
title about to be made good in actual and universal 
sovereignty. But no sooner is Christ thus brought 
before the soul of John than, speaking on behalf 
of the whole Church, his heart overflows, as 
wrought upon, inspired, and taught by the Holy 
Spirit, in strains of adoration, " Unto Him that 
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_loved* 1.tS, and w_asked us fro1n our stns 'in· His own 
blood, and hat/11 rnade 'US ki1igst and priests unto 
(J-od and His Father; to Hini be glory ancl do-minion. 
for ever and ever. Anien." ( vv. 5, 6.) In this utter
ance of praise John represents the first redeem·e<.1 
company (the Uhur�h) found in this book, but 
the Church rather as associated with Christ ju 
the kingdo1n ; and, speaking as Hs mouth-piece, 
he celebrates the eternal love of Chris� -that love 
which led Hi1n to give Hin1self for us, to cleanse 
.us fron1 our guilt through the efficacy of His 
pr�cious blood, and to associate us ,vith Himself 
in His own royal priesthood. John concludes 
-with an ascription of glory and don1inion which>

raised on earth, will be sung for ever, and as
.fittingly when we are for ever with the Lord as
now upon the earth. The song is eternal in its
character.

In the following verse (7) the appearing, with 

its manner and effects, is announced and closed 

with the response, "Even so, Amen" ( con1pare 
xxii. 20) ; and thereon the solen1n affir1uation of
what God is, "I ani Alpha and Omega, the begin-

1iing and the ending, saith the Lo1-cl, iohich is, ancl
which was, and which is to conie, the Alniighty." ( v. 8)
"We here find what is so ren1arkable in John-

. * It is now generally accepted that "loves" is the correct 
reading. 

t Or, "a kingdom." 
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the nuxing up iri expression of God and Christ. 
Verse· 8 cannot be said to be one or the other. It. 
is Chri�t; but it is Christ Jehovah, Almighty, the: 
Lord; ,vho is, and who was, and who is to come; 
the first and the last." (Compare chap. xxii. 12

,.

13.) It is the infinite One, who sums up, com
prehends all existence, whether past, present, or· 
future, in His own being; the Ahnighty, whose. 
po-wer will be displayed in the future as it has. 
been· in· the 'past and is in the present, and He. 
is Christ the Lord. 

First, then, we- have the saints of this dispensa
·tion; afterwards the appearing, and the One who,
appears is none other than Jehovah, the Almighty.
This is, as another has pointed out, "the complete:
circle of John's position, front John's day to the.
end."

John now proceeds to give his own circum
stances : " I John, who also arn you1· brother, ana 
companion in tribuiation, and in the kingdoni ancl 

patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is: 
called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the

testimony of Jesus Christ." ( v. 9.) Apostle though 
he was, as also the beloved disciple who had been. 
permitted to recline his head on J esu's breast, he 
,yet, in the true spirit of hurnility, only styles. 
himself the "brother" of the saints, and their
'' companion" in the tribulation, which was the
lot of all .the faithful. In consonance, moreover ... 
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·with the character of· his ministry, as 'here re•
corded, he takes up the position of being in the
kingdom, and. hence also in the "patience of
,Jesus Christ'' ; for . if Chr1st waits patiently
until His enemies are put under His feet, John,
if in fellovvship with his Lord, must also wait.
But he is vvithal a prisoµ.er, an exile on account
of his fidelity in preaching the word of God, and
in proclaiming the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Had Satan then succeeded in stifl._ing the voice
of this courageous witness? So it might have
appeared even to despondent saints. Not so,
however; for Satan, in stirring up this persecu
tion, was but blindly accomplishing the _divine
,vill.. God had now other work for John, work
that required His servant to be_ in solitude for a
season; and He thus allowed him to be banished
to· this lonely spot, where, undistracted by other
voices, or by his daily service among the saints,
and alone with God, he could, in undisturbed
-communion, become the channel of these di vine
rnessages to the assemblies. Torn away by hu1nan
authority from his beloved service among the
churches, he became thus, through the Spirit,
their instructor down to the end. In this
sense he tarries on earth until the Lord's return.
(John xxi. 22.)

So far all is introductory. The vision in which 
..he is instructed as. to his service follows. ThB clay 
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on which it tGok place was the Lord's-day-the 
day which all Christians know by· that name.� 
We state _the significance of this fact in the 
language of another: '' In the day of resurrection 
-his own place-the day on which Cpristians
meet, the apostle, removed· from the society of
Christians, still enjoyed the special elevating
power of the Holy Ghost, thongh alone." For,
in.deed, he became "in the Spirit on the Lord's
clay;" i.e., he was so possessed with the power of
t�e �pirit, that the Spirit, for the time being, so
completely controlled the vessel that John would
be unconscious of bodily existence. In this state
he enjoyed fully the opened ear and the anointed
eye, and- was thus divinely qualified for the
mission to which he was now to be called. Accord
ingly �e tells us: "I . .. heard behind me a great
voice, as of a trumpet, saying, [ I am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the la,st : and,] t What thou 
seest, write in a boolc, and send it unto the seven 
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, ancl 
unto Smyrna, and unto Perganios, and unto Thya
tira, and unto Sa1�dis, and unto Philadelphia, and 
unto Laodicea." (vv. 10, 11.) This is his com
mission in its general character; and John 

• It would not be for profit to enter upon the discussions
which have been raised on this point. The conclusion given 
above will commend itself to every simple soul. 
· t The words enclosed in brackets are omitted in the best
MSS.



12 NOTES ON THE SEVEN · CHURCHES. 

instantly responds to the divine command thus 
received; for he says, "And 1 turned· to see· the 

voice that spake with rne." It is another illustra
tion of what is so often ·seen in the prophetic 
books; .viz.,. that He who comrnands His servants, 
Himself bestows the power for the execution of 
His word. Having turned, the vision is unfolded 
to his spiritual gaze; and the first thing that 
attracted his attention was "seven golden candle

sticks." ( v. 12.) * The Lord Himself afterwards 
explains the meaning of this symbol, thus giving 
the key to its interpretation, " The seven candle
sticks which thou sawest are the seven churches." 

. 
·-

( v. 20.) This .shows at once that these seven 
churches �re taken as representative of the whole 
Church, :,1.ild of the Church during its whole 
history upon earth. As, µ�s been written, "The 
moral progress of the Church is given in pictures 
of the state of existing churches selected for that 
purpose, beginning with its first decline, and 
ending with its entire rejection." This will be 
more fully developed when we enter upon the 
consideration of the churches the1nselves; but it 
should be now observed, that it is therefore plain 
that t�e Church is not here regarded as the body 
of Christ, nor even as the house of God; but 

• Some translate "lamps," others "lampstands.,, It is the
same )Vord in Hebrews ix. 2, used of the seven-branched golden 
�andlestick in the tabernacle. 
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rather in its responsibility as God's :witness-bearer 
upon the earth, and as such .subject to judgment 
and rejection in this character even as Israel of 
old. The following remarks ;may aid the reader. 
to seize more intelligently ·this aspect of- the 
Church : "These churches are seen ·as distinct 
light-bearers; that is, in their place of service, 
or rather po�ition of witness in the world. They 
are viewed in their own proper character as of 
God ; as set by Him in the world, they are of 
gold. He may take them away because they give 
a dim, or no true light or wftness for God; but 
the thing taken away ·was founded in divine 
righteousness, and founded originally by a divine 
hand."* 

But it is with Him who is standing in the 
midst that the Spirit of God is chiefly occupied: 
" And in .the midst of the seven candlesticks one like 
wnto_ the Son of man, clothed 1Pith a ga1·ment down. 
to the foot, and girt about the paps ivith Ct, golden 
girdle. His head and His hairs were 1vhite like 
wool, as white as snow; and His eyes were as a flame 
of fire; and His feet like unto fine 

1

brass, as if they. 
bn1·ned in q, furnace; and His voice as _the soitnd .of 

1nany waters. And He had in His right hand 
seven stars: and out of His. niouth went a -sharp 
two-edged sword: and His count�nance was as. the 
sun shineth in his st1·en_qth." (vv. 13-.-16.) 

• Synopsis of the Books of the.. Bihle
1 

,vol. v., .p. 57J,
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Three things in this description have· to· be 
noted-the character in which Ohrj_st is here seen; 
His attributes as set forth by the various features 
of His appearance; and, lastly, what has been 
aptly termed His "official supremacy," as be
tokened by His holding in His right hand the 
seven stars

,-
&c. First, then, He is· seen, though 

in relationship-the relationship here _described
to the churches, as Son of man. This is un
doubtedly because He has assumed in the midst 
of the churches a judicial aspect. (Compare John 
v. 27.) Hence He is seen "in the wide character
in which He is set over all the works of God's
hands, and Heir of all the promises and purposes
of God to man, according to divine righteousness.'>
But as Son of man He is not actively engaged in
service, for His garment is ungirded, though He
has on the girdle of divine righteousness. At the
moment He is surveying, and judging rather than
serving.

Next come the different traits of His appear
ance.* First, " His head and His hairs were 
white like wool." This at once identifies Hirn with 
the "Ancient of days" in Daniel vii 9 ; and this 
will enable the reader at once to understand how 
different the character He here takes fron1 those 
relationships of grace to His people as set forth 

* As a contrast let the reader ponder the description given in
the Song of Solomon v, 10-16. 
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in the epistles .. Thus in this chapter, as we have
seen, Jesus Christ is Hi1nself Jehovah, and the. 
Son of n1an is the "Ancient of .days." A.11 divine· 
.glory therefore is displayed in Hi1n who was once: 
the humbled Christ. For the remaining features. 
we again transcribe the remarks of another: But 
in thi� glory He has the attributes of judgment
eyes of fire, that which pierces into everything, 
and fire is ever the sign of judgn1ent. This was. 
its piercing, searching character; His feet, the
firmness with which· sin was met; for brass is. 
righteousness, viewed, not as intrinsically ii;i God 
to be approached, but as dealing with man in his. 
responsibility as man. The mercy-seat was gold,. 
the altar and laver brass; but there it was as an 
altar;_ that is, dealing with sin for man, a. 
sacrifice, though fire was there, but here tha 
burning furnace ·of judgment. The voice was the. 
sign of power and n1ajesty." * Lastly, His official 
supremacy is J?Ourtrayed. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches t ( v. 20), and 
these the Son of man holds in His right hand .. 
Stars are commonly in the Scriptures the emblem 
of those in subordinate authority, and such were· 
the angels of the churches ; and we learn there
fore that in the Church, as set up in divine order· 

• Synopsis of tltc Boole's of the Bible, vol. v., p. 571.
t We leave the discussion as to the meaning of the tcrmi

''angels"· until we come to the letter to Ephesus. 
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by - God Himself, the Lord upholds those in re
�ponsibility in His right hand; that is, by His 
-own divine power. The two-edged sw_ord repre
.sents the piercing, searching character of the
Word in judgment (see Hebrews iv. 12) ; and we
:are thus recalled to the fact that Christ as Son of
man tests, judges, everything in the midst of Hi�
people,. as to their sta�e and ways, by }Iis own
infallible word. Then, last of all, His coui1tenance
was "as the sun sbineth in his strength "-that is,
Re possesses the supren1e authority-for it is this
the sun as a syn1bol indicates. (Co1npare Matthew
.xxiv., Revelation xii.)

The effect on John of the unwonted appearance. 
-of Him whom he had known in the days of His 
.sojourn on earth, whom he had seen as transfigured 
-on the mount, and who1n he had often· beheld 
after His resurrection, was that he "jell at His 

feet as dead." (Con1pare Isaiah vi., Daniel viii. 
15-17, &c.) It is therefore to reassure His
servant, as. well as to sustain hin1, that, as John
tells us," He laid His right hand 1,1,pon 1ne, sayin,q

unto me, Fea1· not ; I am the first and the last : I

am He that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I am.

cblive f 01· ever-niore, A 11-ien,; and ha,rve the lceys of hell
and of death.'' (vv. 17, 18.) If therefore the One
John saw in the midst of the seven golden
candlest'icks was ·Jehovah, the Almighty, the
Ancient of days, He was also the One who had.
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tabernacled amongst men, the lowly Jesus; He 
who had been crucified, but had risen out of death 
in the po,ver of an endless life, and had, in virtue 
of the work wrought out on the cross, become the 
possessor of. the keys of hades and of death. In 
a word, He was the risen Redee111er, who now 
wielded sway over the whole realm of death and 
Satan's power. 

Such was. .the glorious Personage who presented 
Himself. to His servant Jo"4n, and who com
missioned hin1 to record, first, " the things u,hich 
thou hast seen "-that is, the vision which had 
been displayed before his _eyes; secondly,. "the 
·things which are "-viz., the things relating to the
whole church-period, as �ound in chapters ii. and
iii.; and, thirdly, "the things which shall be here�
after," or the things that shall be " after these ; "
that is, after the church-period, as found recorded
in the rest of the book. rhen, last of all, an
explanation is given ( already considered) of the
symbols of the' seven stars, or the seven candle:
sticks, John had seen in the vision. This is the
c_lose of th� introductory •visio:µ,_ whioh, when
:understood; gives ·the key �o the interpretatioµ of
the communications made to the seven churches.

B 



CHAPTER II. 

EPHESUS. 

REVELATION ii. 1-7. 

'I'HIS is the first of the seven assemblies to which 
John was directed to write through its· angel. 
This assembly occupies a very important place in 
the New Testament S�riptures. Both Paul and 
Apollos laboured in that city (Acts xviii 18-28); 
and it was Paul who afterwards baptized the 
disciples there in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
when, moreover, on the laying on of his bands 
upon them, they received the Holy Ghost. It 
was at Ephesus also that the apostle seen1s first 
to have separated "the disciples" fron1 the un
_believing J cws, and where the preaching of the 
"\V ord was accompanied by special displays of 
<livine power, which awakened the bitter and 
violent opposition of the adversary. (See Acts 
xix.) The free activity of Paul, as the apostle of 
the Gentiles, was closed too ,vith his remarkable 
address to the elders of the church at Ephesus, in 
·which he warned them of the perils that awaited
them after his departure from the entering in
a1nong them of '' grievous wolves," who would
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not spa.re the flock ; and from men, who · would 
arise out of their own n1idst, "speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them," and in 
,vhich, at the sa1ne tin1e, he cast them, and 
through them believers of all ages, upon God and 
the word of His grace as their unfailing resource 
in all their dangers and need. Lastly, it was to 
the assembly at Ephesus that Paul was com
missioned to write that wondrous epistle wherein 
he, as inspired by the Holy Spirit, "gives the 
richest exposition of the blessings of the saints 
individually, and of the assembly, setting forth at 
the same time the counsels of God with regard to 
the glory of Christ." It will be instructive to 
remark, that if the assembly at that time had not 
been characterized by the power of the Holy 
Ghost in life, service, and testimony, she could 
not have received these exalted con1munications. 

The reader will observe that John is enjoined 
to write,_ not exactly to the Church, but "unto the 

angel of the church of Ephesus." Two things must 
therefore be considered before the letter itself 
occupies our attention-the 1neaning of the tenn 
" angel," and the period of the Church's history 
indicated. 

1. The angel of the church. The significance
of this appellation must be gathered from its use 
in Scriptu·re. First, then, ,ve read that little 
ehilJreu have their angels, who " al wc1.ys," said tlio 
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_;Lord," behold the face of ;iv.ry,Father which is in 
.heaven." (Matt. xvi�. 10.) When, moreover, the 
saints, · -�ho were gathered, together praying for 
�reter

! 
were told, that he was at the door, they in 

th�ir unbelief �aid it ,v�s "his· ange�<' · (Compare 
:Daniel x .. 13·; xii. 1.) · From �hese instanc_es it 
would- seepi that 3:n angel., in this �e:11se, is .th� 
_representative of another, "the mystical repre-
sentative of one �ot actua�ly . se�n." But the 
.wQrp..is also ·used (and thi� iµdeed is its· simpJe 
m�aning) for a i:µessenger_, yv,nether heavenly or 
ea�hly; As a� example of the latter, w_e rea� 
_ � 1 ame� of Raba,b :i;eceiving the messengers 
, ( ayyeXou� ). : Th� angel of the church would be 
·thu� its_ repres�ntative· before God, and in this
aspect standfi ;or '� those to w horn, from nearness
:to Christ, and �ommunion with Him; or respon
_sibilipy_ foi it through the operation:· of His SpiTit
_in them for His service, He looks for the state of
:His assem�ly in. His sight. No doubt the whole
: �sembly i� i:esponsible, and therefore the candle
·.stick is removed wh�n unfaithful�ess is brought
,h.01ne .to it; but Christ is in immediate com
_munication with these in respect of it-a sole1nn
thought for all who have the good of the assen1bly
,at heart."* But �n angel, as pointed out, n1ight
;a�so ·be a messenger, and this has given rise-to th�
� �hough t that these angels of the seven ch nrches

• Sy1101�sis of the Boolps of ,the Bibk, yol. v., p. 576.
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were messengers sent ·to John in his exiie · for 
counsel and instruction,-· and that these several 
letters were the answer from. the ·Lord for the 
needs of His people. Of· this, however, there is 
no proof;though· it" is abundantly clear that .. tlie 
angel, excepting where a remnant is distinguished; 
is identified with the ·state of the assembly.* 

2. The period indicated must also be considered.
It seems well established that John must have 
written the Book: of Revelation about the close o{ 
the first ce1,;1tury, .the-year 95 or 96 A.D. being· that 
generally determined. It was- therefore at the, 
close of what may be . termed "tq.e apostolic 
period." But the nature of "th�se communications 
must also be remembered. This letter was sent 
to an actually existent assembly-an assembly 
likewise typical of ·the state of the whole Church 
immediately following upon the days of the 
apostles, and perhaps also prophetical of cer.tain 
phases of the life of the churches down to th� 
en�. It is quite true that only the last four of. 
these seven churches go on to the close, and that 
the first three are successional, and represent 
successive states; still, it is never to be forgotten 
that every one of these letters contains instruction 

* Whichever of the above · senses is adopted, both alike
utterly exclude the ecclesiastiyal _ contention that these angels 
prove that these �semblies had each an individual minister. 
There is no trace of such an office in the New. Testament. 
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for all time-first for the Church, and then in 
principle for the individual. "The word of the 
Lord endureth for ever;" and we are justified 
therefore in insisting on this threefold·application; 
viz., to the assembly at Ephe·sus ; to the state o_f 
the whole Church as set forth by that local 
assembly; and lastly, to any ass�mbly or indi..: 
vidual at any period whose state might corresp_o_n<l 
with that here depicted. At th_e same time 
Ephesus undou:btedly represents the condition 
into which the Chqrch fell immediately afte:r the 
departure of the apostles. 

Following upon th� address of the letter, we 
have the character in which Christ present� Him
·self to the angel of the assembly : " These things

saith He that holcletli the seven stars in His right

hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden

can4,lesticks." ( v. I.) In some of the letters there
is a connection between the character of the 
presentation of Christ and the state of the 
assembly addressed. Here it is simply the 
general character in which He is seen in relation 
to the whole Church in the previous chapter. He 
is the One that holds in His right hand of power 
the seven stars, those who are in the place of 
responsibility before Him in the assembly, and 
who now walks in the midst of the seven golden 
candlesticks to survey their condition, to test 
their state by His word, which is as a sha1·p 
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two-edged sword, and to judge their character as 
His responsible light-bearers amid the moral dark-

� 

ness of this world. We thus learn that to occupy 
the place of rule or responsibility among the 
saints / or Ghrist according to God, is to call in all 
the sustaining povver of Christ; and, secondly, 
that in estimating the state of an assembly as a 
vvitness-bearer, the Lord judges according to His 
own infallible standard of ·holiness. An un
faithful witness ceases to give a testimony that 
Christ can accept. What a soleinn warning is 
hereby conveyed to His people in every age! 

In the next two verses we have the general 
state of the church at Ephesus: "I lcnow thy 
w01·lcs, and thy labou1\ and thy patience, and how 
thou, canst not bea1· thern., which are evil : and thou 
hast t1·ied them which say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars: and liast borne, and hast 
patience, and f 01· my narne' s sake hast laboured, and 
hast not fainted."* (vv. 2, 3.) The first expression, 
found also in the succeeding letters, conveys the 
fact that the Lord ever beholds the condition of 
His people, that their state and activities are ever 
before, and examined by, His eyes. This follows 
from the position He here takes as walking in 
the midst of the candlesticks. It is well to 

• 'fhe reading more generally adopted is : " Thou hast

pntience, and hast Lorne for My name1s sake, nn<l hast 11ot 
wea.ricd. '' 
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recall this, for often there js a temptation to close 
up questions, or even to cover_ up sin, in the 
assembly to prevent discussions, or for the sake 
of peace, regarding the faces of men more th.an 
the fact that Christ searches into everything with 
His eyes as a flame of fire. "All things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes <?f Him with 
whom we have to do." (Heb. iv. 13.) 

Then, after the statement of H_is gene�al 
knowledge, follow the details of the condition of 
this assembly. -4.nd what a record it is ! There 
had ·been activity and patience- ("endurance"), 
"there had been the faithful exerci$e of discipline; 
. 

. 

moral and doctrinal evil had been alike refused 
and abho!red; they had endured, and had borne, 
and for the name of Christ they had been un
:wearying in labour. Suppose now the record had 
gone no fur:ther, would it not be said, Here is the 
exhibition of a perfect assembly ? What assembly 
to-day could compare with this picture ? Ah, it 
is indeed profitable to hold up the mirror of God's 
word before. ourselves, that, wherever there are 
the twos and threes gathered out to the nan1e of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we n1ay di�cover our real 
condition, and challenge it, by the light of_ such � 
description as this. 

But the point i�, Possessing all these admirable 
characteristics, characteristics which would abun
dantly satisfy man, was Christ satisfied? He 
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proceeds, ".1 . .-Vevertheless I have-M- against thee, 

�ecauset tho1t hast left thy first love." (v. 4.) 
" Ephesus had gon� on well in maintaining con -
sistency; but that forgetfulness of self and thinking 
only of Christ, which are the firstfruit� of grace, 
were gone ; " and, as we· find everywhere in the 
Scriptures,. nothing cai;i cornp�nsate for want of 

. .. . 
.. 

heart for Christ. It is this indeed that He ever 
looks for fron1 His ow·n, being, as He is, exceedirig!y 
jealous of the affections of His Bride. The first 
lov� is that absorption of heart with Christ which is 
ever produced by an overwhelming sense of His 
grace and love _in redempti�n. �t is -to�c�ingly 
alluded to ·by Jehovah through the prophet, when 
pleading with His people on account of their 
backslid den condition. He says, " I remember 
thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine 
espousals, when thou wentest after me in the 
wilderness, in a land that was not sown." ( J er. ii. 
2.) So, in dealing with this ass�mbly, the Lord 
recalls her first love---a love that displays itself 
jn the happiness begotten by the know ledge of 
His love, in that holy ardour and devotedness of 
which His love is the only motive ( co1npare 2 Cor. 
v. 14, ·15)-ap.d mourning over its absence, ·warns
'her th�t He canno� pass it over. ' Let every

• The introduction of the word "somewhat" is unnecessary,
and unduly softens down the point of the Lord's complaint. 

t Better translated " that.'' 
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assembly; then, -throughout the land, lay te heart 
these_ pleading, solemn words. Let a_ll be on their 
faces before God with searching self-judgment, a� 
they confess the truth of this indictment, and 
seek the needed grace for the recovery of this 
priceless blessing, this "first love," which alone 
can satisfy the heart of Christ. 

Exhortation and warning follow. '' Remember 

therefore fro111; whence thou art fallen, and repent, 

and do the first worlcs; or else I will come unto 

thee quickly,* and will rernove thy candlestick 011,t 

of his place, except thou repent." (v. 5.) A principle 
of the first importance, constantly affirmed in the 
Word, is contained in the first clause; viz., that 
to discover the character of our failnre, or the 
extent of our backsliding or departure from the 
truth, we n1ust ever go back to the eom1nence
ment. For example, the state of the Church 
to-day can only be tr.uly discerned when con1-
pared, or rather contrasted, with what it ,vas 
when first founded at Pentecost. Ephesus in like 
manner must remember whence she has fallen, 
.as only then could she n1easure the extent of her 
failure. Together with this there n1ust be, or, 
we 1night n1ore accurately say, there would be, 
repentance ; for once discovering, by grace, the 
depth of our fall, self-judgment, viewing onr 
condition as the Lord Himself sees it, and con-

• The word" quickly" is of douutful authority.
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tritely owning it, would necessarily fol1ow. Then, 
moreover, the "first ,vorks" 1nay be douc, inas
much as ·when we have taken our true. place 
before God in real hn1niliation, He can again 
work mightily through His people to bring them 
back to their "first love," fro1n ,vhich their "first 
works" alone can proceed. Unless therefore the, 
Qr, we may say, -an, assembly regains heart for 
Christ, there cannot be a true testimony for Him 
in the energy of the Spirit through her first 
works. There may be faith, but though it were 
faith that could remove mountains, and there 
were not also charity (love), it would be nothing; 
there might be also the unceasing labours of phil
anthropy, but these without love would not 
profit. (See 1 Cor. xiii.) Without the first love 
therefore the Church will utterly fail to be a 
transcript in any measure of the heart �f Christ, 
as well as of the grace of God, before the ·world. 
Hence the· solemn warning that the Lord ,vas 
coming to Ephesus, and would remove her candle
stick out of its place, unless she repented. 

The reader will hear in mind that this warning 
has no reference whatever to the question of 
individual salvation, that it concerns entirely the 
Church as God's light-bearer in the ,vorld; and 
thus that its meaning is, that if Ephesus did not 
recover her first love, the Lord would refuse her 
as His responsible witness, because, in truth, she 
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\vould in that case have bcco1ne an unfaithful 
,vitness. Whether the Church of God on earth-· 
and it vvill be ren1e1nbered that Ephesus represents· 
the state of the whole Church at that period-has 
ever recovered her first love the reader can easily 
ascertain. If she has not, she can be no longer 
regarded as bearing a true testin1ony for God ; 
that is, as a corporate organization. Nor let the 
application to separate assemblies be ignored. 
What of the various gatherings with which we, 
beloved fellow - believers, are connected ? .Are 
they in the condition of Ephesus? Nay, could 
the Lord conunend so 1nany things in then1 as 
He does in this assembly? What room is here 
afforded for heart-searching! Oh that these 
words of our blessed Lord ·might produ�e a mighty 
respon·se throughout the length and breadth of 
the land! 
· Spite ·of the conditi9n bf this assembly, the
Lord cannot restrain the expression of His love,
and thu�, after the solen1n warning of comiµg·
ju4gment,, unless sh� repented, He returns to
commendation . "But this thou hast, that thoii

hatest the deeds ·of tlie Nicolaitanes, ivhich I also
hate." (v. 6.) So far there was CQmrnunion with·
His mind, and this. it is which elicits his appro� 
bation. The Nicolaitanes, it would seem from 
history, were a sect who turned the· grace of 
God- into lasciviousness, com·bining a L profession-
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of faith with loose and ungodly lives. Ephesus 
hated the�r impurities, as also d�d Christ�* 

-The _epistle ·closes with a proclamation and a
promise : !' He that h�th an ea1·, let him hear what 
-the Spi1�it saith unto the chilrches; To him tlult
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of· ?ife,
wkich is in the niiclst of the paradise of God." (v. 7.)
An immense principle, of far-reaching application,
is contained in the cry to him that hath an ·ear.
The in:d�vidnal saiI�t is iµvited to listen to the
messages of the Spirit to the assemblies, so that,
-in c-ommunion with the mind of Christ, He might
also judge their state by the light of the written
Word. In oth�r words, eve:1'.'y believer is here
made responsible to -µnderstand the state of things
around him in the professing church. This a�
once sets aside, and is in entir� opposition tq,
modern (ancient as well as modern) high church
claims. According to these, the '' Churc4 '' is
the authorized interpreter of the W �rd, and

* At the beginning of the eighteentl� century other iueas
concerning this sect were promulgated, ideas derivcu from the 
meaning of the name. Thus son�e have maintained that 
Nicolas, or Nicolaus, is the Greek translation or form of Balaam, 
and have in this way connected the two sects. (See Rev. ii. 14, 
15.) Others, confining themselves to the significance of t�e 
11ame, have maintained that the Nicolaitanes (" conquerors of 
the, people") represent the growth and encroachments of. the 
clergy. This latter iqea has been often reproduced. That, 
however, given above is most generally received, even also as 
it is the best supported by historical eriu�nc�. 
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the authoritative expounder of all questions of 
faith and morals; and consequently the demand 
is advanced that individual consciences must be 
in absolute subjection to the decisions of the 
" Church." According to these words · of our 
Lord, the Churc:i,i is to be tested by the individual 
saint, by every one that has an ear to hear. 
There could not be � more complete denial or the 
·claims of Papery, and the principles of Romanism
wherever found, than that exhibited in this
proclamation.

In consonance, moreover, with this principle of
individual responsibility, the promise likewise is
made to the overcomers-it is '' to him that over
co�eth." Overcoming here is not the victory
over the ·world of which John elsewhere speaks

1 (1 John v.), though there should surely be that
also in the case of the believer; but it is over
coming the evil specified in the assembly. That
which the Lord here deplores is the loss of. their
first love. Whoever there£ ore, by grace, regained
this would be, in the sense of this scripture, an
overcomer, and, as such, would be entitled to the
special .promise here made. The promh,o itself is
general. In Eden, in man's paraaise·, there was
the tree of life ; but this tree of life is in the
paradise of God', and would therefore never be

\ . 

. forfeited. In this way the Lord seeks to encourage 
the saiuts to- overco1ne, giving the1n this promise 
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to cheer their hearts and to sustain them in their 
conflict with the evil that was already springing 
up within the sphere of the assembly.�� 

* The question is som_etimes put, Will not all saints, whether
overcomers or not, eat of the tree of life .(and also share in the 
other special promises) in the paradise· of God 1 This is to 
miss the whole point of the instruction The Lord speaks only 
to the overcomer, and he only has this promise for present 
,comfort and encouragement w_hile in the sphere of responsi
bility and conflict. 



CHAPTER III. 

SMYRNA. 

ltBVELATION ii-, 8-11. 

THE assembly at Smyrna, like that at Philadelphia, 
is free fron1 blame. The word addressed to her is 
one of comfort and encouragement, as suited to 
her special circumstances; and is thus a revelation 
of the heart of the Lord for His own. 

The first thing to arrest our attention is the 
character in which Christ presents Hin1self to 
the angel of the church. In the case of Ephesus, 
as there pointed out, the general position of 
Christ, as walking in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks, and holding the seven stars 
in His right hand, is assu1ned; here there is ai'

distinct relation between the character of the· 
-presentation and the circumstances antl state of· 
the assen1bly. It is thus : "These things saith the 

first and the last, which wets dead, and is ali1ve." 

(v. 8.) Ile had so na1ned Himself when addressing 
John, who had fallen at His feet as �ead when he 
beheld Him in the vision as the Son of n1an, and 
yet the Ancient of days. He recalls the same 
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truths, truths. connected ,vith His person and 
work, for·the sustainment of this persecuted and 
suffering assen1bly. As "the first and the last,'' 
He reminds her of the eternity of His being, that 
"He is before· all things," ( Col. .i. · 17), that He is 

"beyond as before ·death, God Himself; but more 
than that, He has Hi1nself met and gone through 
its power." 

The adaptation of such a presentation to those 
who had death daily in prospect can readily be 
apprehended. It would draw away their eyes 
from the perils by which they were surrounded to 
Him who is "the sa1ne yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever;" and who, having gone down into death, 
had through death" destroyed" him that had the 
power of death, and delivered those who through 
fear of death had been all their lifeti1ne subject to 
bondage. Now, it was precisely through fear of 
death that Satan, at this 1noment, was seeking to 
terrify and turn aside this asse1nbly. To meet 
this effort of the ene1ny, this roaring lion, the 
Lord

,. 
in His infinite grace, calls the attention of 

His beloved people to Himself as the One who 
had risen out of death, having exhausted for His 
people all its power as the judgment of God; so 
that they might, if death were in view, be for ever 
able to adopt the triumphant language of the 
apostle, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, 
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; 

C 
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and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Co_r .. xv. 55-57.) 

It ·will aid for the clearer understanding of the 
. . 

circumstances of this assen1bly, and the message 
addressed t.o it, if its relation, as to time, with 
Ephesus is shown. Ephesus represents, as the 
reader will remen1ber, the sub-apostolic period; 
that is, the period irr1med1ately following upon the 
apostolic age ; and the state of the Church was 
then characterized by the loss of her first love. 
1?u t God, whatever the state of His people, never 
abates His love for them; and hence it is, that in 
Smyrna, which represents the period next after 
that of the Ephesian state of things, we find 
persecution. God allowed it, per_1nitted Satan to 
stir it up, that He might use it to arrest the 
Ohnrch's growing decline. Satan's object was to 
extinguish God's testirnony upon the earth; God's 
aim and end through Satan's activity was to 
purify, to restore, His people, in order that His 
testimony through them might shine out the rnore 
brightly upon the moral darkness of this world. 
He deals in the same way with individuals. In 
Job's case, as also in Peter's, Satan sought to 
pe1�vert and to destroy their souls. "The end of 
the Lord" was their ful�er blessing-an end that 
was abundantly realized. 

The condition of this assembly is first given: 
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" I know tliy 'Works, and tribulatiu n, and poverty, 
(but thou a1·t rich) and I lcnow the blasphemy of 
theni which say they are Jews, and. are not, "but are 
the synagogue of Satan." ( v. 9.) Nothing .escapes 
the notice of Him whose eyes are as a fia:.1ne of 
fire. Even as frorn the mountain-top, though it 
was night, He beheld His disciples toiling in 
rowing, so He beholds all the circu1nstances of the 
church at Smyrna. So much is contained in the 
first words, co1n1non to these epistles, « I know 
thy works."* Afterwards we have two ·words 
which unfold the special condition of the assembly 
·-tribulation and poverty. Tribulation will mean,
as often in the New Testament, the trials conse
quent on persecution. t The strong wind of per
secution had once again set in upon God's poor of
the flocl�, raised by the god of this vvorld in his
enmity against Christ. We who live in a time and
place in which the profession of Christ entails no
cross, unless indeed it be accompanied with devoted
discipleship, cannot easily understand the perils
by which the saints in early centuries were sur
rounded. Of ten regarded as the enen1ics of their
neighbours, as well as of the state, they were
frequently surrounded by their foes. who, like a
pack of hungry wolves, sought to devour them fro1n

• Some editors, however, omit these words from this epistle;
but the truth is implied, if not stateu. 

t See for uu cxumple of tliis 2 Tl1c�s. i. 4. 
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off the face of the earth. To con£ ess Christ under 
these conditions was to hazard life, property (if any 
were possessed), and friends; and thus it came 
to pass, that, like those we read of in Hebrews, 
1nany " had trial of cruel n1ockings and scourgings, 
yea, moreover of bonds and irnprisonment: they 
were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were 
ten1pted, were slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins ; being desti
tute, afflicted, tormented." (Chap. xi. 36, 37.) And 
what supported then1 under these unparalleled 
sufferings? The knowledge that the Lord loved 
them/and that, as here, He knew their tribulation. 
They thus willingly suffered the loss of all things, 
knowing that they had in heaven a better 
inheritance. 

It is exceedingly sjgnificant that the word 
"poverty" should follow upon" tribulation." The 
poverty of this assembly might be the consequence 
of its persecutions, even as we read of some who, 
in the tribulation of their day, took joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods, because, like Moses, they 
esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt. It must also be 
Lorne in .mind that, in days of persecution, those 
who are rich, even if really converted, are 1nore 
liable t9 the temptation to withho�d a confession 
of Christ. The poverty mentioned, therefore, 
n1ight easily be accounted for, even if we did not 
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r�call the words that "not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called : but . . . God hath chose.n the 
weak· things of. the world to confound the things 
which a.re mighty; and base things of the world, 
and things which are despised . , . yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
that no flesh should glory in His presence." (1 Cor. 
i. 26-29.) One thing we may be sure of, that
_this assembly, characterized as it was by poverty,
.was despised and contemned by the world. What-
ever gains the adhesion of the leaders of this age
will always be held in esteem; but to be identified
with a rejected Christ is always to secure the
world's scorn. Hence the Lord Himself �aid to
His disciples," If they have persecuted m�, they
will also persecute you."

But what is the Lord's estimate of this poor 
assembly? There is ever utter contrariety between 
His thoughts and those _of the world; and He 
thus says, after naming Sn1yrna's poverty, "But 
thou art rich." So is it even ·with poor believers.; 
for" hath not God chosen the poor of this workl 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom _,vhich He 
hath promised to them that love Him?" (J as. ii. 5.) 
The same writer also says, '' Let the brother of low 
degree rejoice in that he is exalted," exalted surely 
by grace alone, through the infinite and eternal 
blessings which he possesses in Christ, which �re 
the true rich.es. l'his truth needs insisting upon 
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in a day like the present, when the mammon of 
this world has become the snare of' the prof es sing 
church, and when those who claim the possession 
of more light, as well as to be in the path of 
separation, are in danger of being attracted by 
the world's respectability, wealth, and position. 
It is then of this poor assembly, that possessed 
none of these things, that the Lord says, "Thou 
art rich ''-rich, . not in the eyes. of men, but 
towards God. How blessed such- a commendation ! 
And what· joy must it have begotten in the midst 
of this suffering assembly! 

It was not only the persecuting worldly power 
that Satan had stirred up against Smyrna, but also 
the deadly opposition and enmity of the Jews. 
By these the assen1bly was blasphemed ; that is, 
railed against; or slandered. As we find everywhere 
in the scripture accounts of preaching the gospel, 
the Jews were ever foremost a1nong the enemies of 
Christianity.* And this is easily unders�ood. They 
had been God's chosen people; they. possessed the 
sacred oracles; their rites and ceremonies were 
divinely instituted; and they had been invested 
with special and exclusive privileges and promises. 
When, there£ ore, the 1niddle wall of partition 
between them and the Gentiles was thrown down, 
and grace was proclaimed to all alike, consequent 
upon their rejection of the Messiah, their deadliest 

• See, for example, 1 Thcssulonians ii. 14-16.
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enmity was a:·onscu., nnd, in Satan's hand who 
stirred up their hostile jealousy, they became his 
1nost effective instruments to oppose the Church 
of God; for in this way he united in his cause 
religion ·with the world. It is ever the case, as 
another has ·written, that those who have the 
pretension of being the legitimate, · her�ditary 
people of God are aJways the persecutors, whether 
Jews or G.hristians. 

But the Lord passes judgrnent upon them, and 
exposes their true character. They were pot Jews� 
He says ; i.e., they had forfeited their claims to be 
His people by their rejection of ·christ. The 
believing remnant, the Israel of God, now occupied 
the plaGe of the nation. They prided themselves 
upon being Abraham's children, but this gave them 
now no title to God's favour; and the Lord 
expresses this in the strongest possible way when 
He says they are " the synagogue of Satan," for 
thi's is what they were morally, as led on, gathered 
together, and energized by hin1 for his o,vn evil 
purposes. This is a solemn lesson for those ,vho 
array themselves in opposition to, or who slander 
arid speak conte1nptuously of, the feeble few ,vho 
to-day seek to n1aintain, with whatever failures, 
the honour of Christ and subjection to 1Iis word. 
Nothing but faithfulness to Hirn, begotten of His 
own grace, and sustained by His own power, could 
lead any to take the outside place without the 
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camp; but it is those that are there whom the 
Lord guards and blesses, so that opposition to 
them is opposition to Him. 

Exhortation, comfort, and promise follow: "Fear 

none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, 

the devil shall cast some of yoii into prison, that ye 
may be tried ; and ye shall have tribulation ten 
days : be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a croivn of life." ( v. 10.) The first. word, if 
an e�hortation, is full of encouragement. Suffer
ings lay in the path of the saints, but they were 
not to be afraid. Why, short-sighted unbelief 
might enquire, did not the Lord interpose to 
shield them from these fiery trials? It was 
because He loved them too well. God's people
the .Church-as before pointed out, were being 
..drawn into the vortex of the world; and it was 
.to effect their deliverance from this danger that 
·persecution was permitted to arise. This ·was
the Lord's chosen instrumentality to accomplish
His purposes of love ; but if His saints must thus
'suffer, He will yet draw near to them with words
of cheer and consolation.

He reveals, moreover, the form of the coming
trial. Through the activity of the devil son1e of
them should be cast into prison, where they
should have the honour of suffering for the name
of Christ, l;>eing counted worthy to suffer shan1c
for His name. But wherefore? That th�y might
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be" tried." In such ways .the Lord purifies His 
own from the· contaminations. of the world, tests 
their faith, and brings out what is lying dormant 
in their hearts. Even .the Lord Himself trod 
the path of temptation,, He was tempted in all 
points as we, apart from sin; and He could thus 
say, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in. me." But we, alas ! like Peter, often 
do not know ourselves until ,ve find ourselves in 
the presence of the enemy; and it is on this very 
account that we need to be tried, both to learn 
what we are, and then what God is for us in the 
trial. 

.Another thing is revealed for their com£ ort. If 
Satan was abou� to be let loose upon them, the 
trial should be limited. The tribulation should 
only last for ten days.* Lastly, the Lord pron1-
ises the crown of life to those who should be 
faithful unto death. It is essential to perceive 
that this :fidelity unto death is not faithfulness 
throughout our natural lives, bnt martyrdom for 
the Sf\,ke of Christ and His word. It is an ex
hortation to be faithful, even at the cost of life ; 
as, for example, Stephen, and James, the brother 

• Whether this is an actun.l or typical period, the truth
remains the so.me ; viz., that Satan could not extend this tribu
lation beyond the time divinely appointed. This rcvcQ.ls clearly 
to us that Satan, in all his efforts against the peonlA of God, 
cun only accomplish God's will. 
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of J ohri, ,vere, and as thousands since· their day 
have been, by the grace of God. It is this chµT
acter of fidelity the Lord urges 1lpon this assembly 
in the circumstances of tribulation through which 
she soon would have to pass ; for there are many 
saints who ·would find the prospect of death, a 
death of n1artyrdom, a death, in the eyes of men, 
'' of shame and loss "-the 1nost searching test 
to which they could be subjected. He who 
knoweth our fra1ne, 8:nd remembers that we are 
dust-yea., more, ,vho is touched with a feeli:ng of 
onr infir1uities-provides therefore the antidote; 
cheers His people in view of the impending trial, 
and incites them to constancy· and courage, with 
the promise of the crown of life. One perceives 
instantly the blessed adaptation of the promise 
to the circun1stances. What ,vould constitute 
the temptation to unfaithfulness? The fear of 
death, or a clinging to life in this world. It is 
to meet this, and to raise the thoughts of any 
of His own that might be feeble and despondent 
aLove the present, that He speaks to the1n of the 
cro\vn of life-lj fe in its full fruition, cro,vned, 
as it were, with His own special approbation; life, 
eternal life, disencn1nLered fro1n all entanglen1ents, 
feasting to the full on its own proper objects, and 
displayed in all its perfections in its own proper 
spher� in the Lord's o,vn · presence in that special 
place in glory, ,vhich the Lord in His grace 1nay 
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award to those who are faithful unto death. This 
is the crown of life. -1r

As TI?- Ephesus, the epistle closes wi�h a call for 
attention, and the promise to the overcomer," He

that hath an ear, let hini hea1" ·what the Spirit saith 

unto the churches ; He that ove1·cometh shall not be 

hurt qf the s·econcl death." ( v. 11.) Again the 
individual is made responsible, not to hear and 
yield ob�dience to the Church, but to hear what 
·the Spirit says to the churches. These are very
different things, for hereby we are each reminded
of o\rr responsibility to listen for ourselves to the
word of God. Freedom of conscience is much
vaunted, but here we learn that tp.e word of God
is supreme, has authoritative claims upon the
c�nscience, and demands from every believer
unhesitating and unquestioning obedience. The
only infallibility therefore to be foun� is in the
Scriptures. To transfer it to, and to claim it for,
the Church is to act in direct contravention of
these words of our blessed Lord.

Finally, we have the promise to the overconJer� 
To oYercome in Ephesus is to recover through 
repentance, and doing the first ,vorks, that first 
love which had been lost. Here it is to be found 

• ·To spca� of the crown of righteousness, the crown of life,
&c., as so many different crowns to be worn by the believer is 
to materialize the blessed sriritual truths which are exhibited 
in the figure. No doubt, however, they are special distinctions, 
which tbe Lord is pleased to bestow as rewards for service, 
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faithful unto death, to be courageous for the Lord 
and His testimony in the £ace of all Satan's terrors. 
It is therefore through pe:rseverance in fidelity, and 
victory-sureiy only in the power of the Holy Spirit 
-over all tiinidity and cowardice, that a saint in
Smyrna ,vould be constituted ap. overcomer. And
to all such the pron1ise is that they should not
be hurt of the second death. Satan, by his instru
ments, might be per1nitted to kill the body, as in
the case of John the Baptist, but after that there
is no more that . he can do. The mo1nen t the
body dies, the spirit departs to be with Christ,
and the body is watched over, and at the coming
of Christ will be raised in incorruption, and death
will for ever be swallowed up in victory. Death
therefore should have no terrors for the saint,
whatever the form in which it may come ; and
nothing will hupart more courage to hin1 in the
prospect of it than the assurance of the fnll con
sequences of the death and resurrection of Christ;
viz.,. the complete deliverance of His people fron1
sin and all its results. . When therefore they are
threatened with martyrdorn, if they cleave to
Him, He sustains their souls by holding out
before them this blessed promise, that on then1
the second death_-the lake of fire-has no claim.
It is the full result, on the side of deliverance, of
His own death on the cross.



CHAPTER IV. 

PERGAMOS. 

REVELATION ii. 12-17. 

THIS church at Perga1nos represents the public 
state of Christianity, not in1mediately following 
upon Sn1yrna, -but the state rather iIJ.tO which the 
Church declined after the blessing realized through 
the persecution which arose at that period. When 
the Church had lost her first love, God in His 
care for His people permitted persecution to 
arrest further backsliding. This end was acco1n
]_Jlished for a season, and then, when the revived 
energies of the Church again drooped, there was 
further decline, decline now into a ·worldly state 
and condition. 

The same thing precisely n1ay be seen in the 
Book of J u<lges, where the history of God's 
dealings with Israel shadows forth His ways with 
the Church. The Book of Judges is a history of 
revivals-the record of Israel's failure in the 
land, and of God's constant intervention in grace 
for their succour, when they had been humbled 
before Him through the power of the ene1ny. 
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The remarkable thing, ho,vever, is ( and it is 
exceedingly instructive to notice it), that every 
fresh interposition on behalf of His people, every 
new revival, as it may be termed, l�ft them, 
,vhen the sense of the . grace they had received 
had died out, in a ,vorse state than before. So it 
has been in the history of the Church. Revival 
after revival has been sent in mercy to restore the 
life of the saints, to deepen God's work in their 
souls, and to call them back to the authority of 
God's word; but when each succeediug wave of 
blessing has passed away, the outward state of the 
Church has ever deteriorated. This is illustrated 
also in the first three churches; and hence, when 
we co111e to Perga1nos, we find, in con1parison ·with 
Ephesus, notwithstanding God's interference in 
Sn1yr:µa, a sad decline. Sorrowful as the truth is, it 
is but the history of every dispensation. Whatever 
God has committed to man in this world has failed 
from the very commencement, and has constantly, 
in spite of all His grace, pursued a down,vard path, 
and ended, even as Laodicea teaches us in respect 
of the Church, in total failure and rejection. To 
understand this is to possess the key for the 
interpretation of all the successive dispensations. 

The presentation of Christ to Perga1nos is again 
in reference to the state of the assen1bly: "Ancl

to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; 
These thi-ngs saith He which hath the sharp sword 
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with tivo edges." ( v. 12.) The rrieaniug of this 
symbol rs constant ; it is a figure of the word of 
God, and of the effect of its judicial application. 
We read, for exaniple, in. Hebrews: '' The word of 
God 1s quick, and powerful, and sharper than a.ny 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
n1arrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Neither is there · any 
creature that is not n1anifest in His sight: but all 
things a.re naked and· opened unto the eyes of 
Hin1 with whom ,ve have to do." (Chap. iv. 12, 
13.) This striking scripture co1nbines indeed the· 
omniscient eyes, whieb are as a flame of fire, with 
the all-penetr�ting, searching, and exposing effect 
o� the application of the divine Word. When
the Lord therefore describes Himself in this way
to the angel of Pergamos He is warning the
assembly that He is about to search into and
declare her spiritual condition, that He is judging
her state by the application of the infallible
Word. The following verses contain the result of
I-Iis judicial examination.

First, however, He places what is possible to 
her credit. He says, "I knmv thy works, and

where thou dwellest, even ivhcre Satan's seat is; ancl 

thou lwldest fast my nanie, and hc�t not denied 1ny 
faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was niy 
faithful niartyr, who ivas slain among you, ivhere 
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Satan divelleth." ( v. 13.) It is ever ·the Lord's 
way to com1nend, wherever there is anything that 
meets with His approbation, before He declares 
the failures of His people. It is so here, although 
the facts interiningled with His approval consti_t.ute 
really the gravest grounds for censure. For, after 
the reminder that He knows their works, He adds, 
." And where thou dwellest, even where Satan's 
seat is." Where then is Satan's seat? Satan is; 
as we know; the god of the ,vorld, and the ·world 
therefore .is the place of his throne.* What an 
anomaly then for the Church to be dwelling in 
the world! Saints are not of the world, even as 
Christ, when down here, said that He was not of 
the world; and we learn fron1 Ephesians that 
they are seated in the heavenlies in Christ. It is 
to heaven accordingly the Church belongs, and it 
is there, while earth is the scene of her testimony 
and service, that she should now in spirit dwell. 
But, alas! we behold in Pergamos the fact that the 
Church had forgotten both her heavenly calling 
and her heavenly character, and had settled down 
in the world. Afterwards, in this book, vve read 
of the·" dwellers upon earth," and this expression 
signifies a moral character, those whose minds 
were upon earthly things. In like manner, dwell
ing where Satan's throne is, is descriptive of 
character and state, showing that the Church had 

• TLc word should be rendered "throne."
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f�llen from her pristine condition, and had: under 
the infl�ei1ces o.f the age, lost sight of her true 
place and hei' heavenly hopes, and had accepted a 
home in the ,vorld. 

Still there ,vere things the Lord could commend. 
Pergamos had held fast the nan1e of Christ, and 
had not denied His faith. The name of Christ i�t 
generally the expression of the truth of ,vhat He· 
is ; but put here. in coinbination w�th the faith. 
the n1eaning will be slightly different. It wiU

probably be holding fast the confession of the 
name of Christ, confessing Christ boldly, though 
dwelling _where Sa.tan's throne was, and not deny
ing the faith; that is, the truth concei·ning Christ.! 
(Compare 2 Tin1. iv. 7; Jude 3, &c.) · The firs_tf 
part of the comntendation is stronger than the.· 
second, inasmuch as "holding fast" is more· 
positiv_e than " not tlenying." Still it ·was no. 
small thing, and as such it was grateful to the·. 
Lord's heart, and hence His delight to notice i.t, 
that, notwithstanding the worldly circun1stances 
of this asse1nbly, His nan1e was held fast and His 
truth not denie<l. Would t,hat so much could be 
said in this day! For what do ·we behold? Alas! 
the confession 0£ Christ given up on every hand, 
and His truth rejectc<l, and this in the 1ni<lst 
(and might it not be said as a consequence!) of 
the boasted progress and enlightenn1ent of· the, 
nineteenth century. 

1)
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A circumstance, n1oreover, is added which 
augments the force of the Lord's commendation. 
This degree of faithfulness had been tlHtintained 
even in the I1?,idst of violent perseGution, during 
which" My faithful witness," the Lord says, "was 
slain an1011g you,_,vhere Satan dwelleth." Nothing 
is kno,vn of Antipas* beyond ·what is here stated. 
His name is ,vritten in the ever lasting Word, and 
the Lord's o,yn verdict is appe1�ded. From this. 
,ve kno\v that, in the presence of the power of 
Satan (where Satan dwelleth), he b�re · faithful 
testimony, that he was one that could not be 
silenced, and that, like Stephen, he sealed his 
testimony with his blood. Yea, even as his Lord, 
he resisted unto blood striving against sin. And 
notwithstanding she had slipped into the world, 
who shall tell, whether it was not his noble 
example that was used to sustain this assen1bly, 
in her holding fast the nan1e of Christ, and not 
denying His faith ? 

After having praised all that He could praise, 
the Lord proceeds to point out the things that 
deserved His censure. "But," He says, "I have a 

few things against thee, because thoii hast the1·e theni 

that hold the doctrine of Balaarn, iuho taught Balac 

to cast a st-umbling-bloclc before the children of Israel, 

• A theory lias been broached on the foundation of the
meaning· of his numc, "Against all;,, but all such speculations 
are devoid of uutho1ity. 
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to eat tliings sacrificed unto idols, and to comrnit 
f ornicatwn. So hast thou also them that hold the 
¢octrine of- the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate." 
( vv. 14, 15.) The rapid progress of the Church's 
decline, as has often been noticed, is seen in the 
fact that whereas in Smyrna Satan is outside as a 
roaring lion, a persecuting Satan, here in Pergamos 
he is inside as a seducing Satan, perverting the 
saints by false and seductive teaching. The words 
used are very significant. It is not that the 
Church had adopted the teaching, but there were 
those inside that "hold" the doctrine, and they 
were allowed, it would seem, to hold it unmolested 
and unr-ebuked. What then was the do�trine 
that drew forth the Lord's reprobation? It was 
the doctrine of Balaam-a very gross doctrine

,,

as he taught it in or9-er to seduce the children 
of Israel. But it is the thing signified ·which 
has to be ascertained. Speaking through Balaan1, 
Jehovah had said that Israel should dwell alone, 
and sn.ould not be reckoned an1ong the nations.
The fact of the Lord's presence with them separ
ated them, as Moses had said, from all the nations 
of the earth. Now, it was just this separation fro1n 
"the world" that Balaam was seeking to break down 
·when he taught Balak to entice Israel to unite ,vith
the Midianites in their idol-worship and sins.
Association with the world is there/ ore the doctrine of
Balaa1n; and the consequence of its acceptance
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is the loss of N azariteship, the loss of separation 
froin evil, anc;:l 0£ qevotedness to the Lord. 

And .was thts sect a 1nere passing phenomenon 
in the Church's history ? Is it unknown to-day? 
Is it not true, on the other hand, that it has from 
that day gone on increasing in nun1bers and influ
ence until the ,vhole Church has beco1ne rr1oulded 
by this pernicious doctrine? There are undoubtedly 
those, as in the latter clays of the kingdo1n (Ezekiel 
ix. 4), who sigh and cry for all the abominations
that be done in her rnidst; but it is not too much
to say, that the whole Church, as existing to-day,
holds this doctrine that the Lord here condemns-.
Is it not the case, moreover, that the feeble few
who at first sought to purge themselves from it
are in danger of falling again under its influence?
Who will deny, indeed, that eveu these are ex
hibiting increasing signs of worldliness, that,
restive under what is now thought to be the
undue narrowness and exclusiveness of those
whom God in His mercy first called out to Le
the depositaries of His recovered truth, they are
beginning to be n1ore tolerant of those who hold
Balaam's doctrine? 1\1:ay the· Lord Hi1nself pro
duce searching of heart and self-judg1uent in
connection with this subject

There were also at 'Pergan10s those that held 
the doctrine of the Nicolai tancs. We see again 
the evidence of adyauce in evil. The Lord coin-
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mended Ephesus, because she. hated the deeds of 
the Nicolaitanes; He no\v rebukes Pergamos, 
because there are within her borders those that 
hold their · doctrine. This wretched sect-�. ��ct 
which covered up, even as the Pharisees of old, 
godless lives under a pretended sanctity, anq a 
punctilious regard to religious· duties (se� J✓-[att. 
xxiii.)-had.now fonnd a recognized place among 
the saints.. It could not be otherwise, since the 
Church had abandoned her pilgri1n and unworldly 
character, and had, in irnitation .of· Lot,. not only 
pitched her tent towards, .but ha'd even taken up 
heF- aboqe -in,. Sodon1. Separation cannot be n1ain
tained in-the w.orld, .dwelling w.p.ere Satan's throne 
is. Once adopt the world as· our _home, we must 
beco1ne worldly in h?,bits, thoughts,. and practices. 
This explains the existence of th�se sects in Per
gamos, which had thus glided-int0 the acc�ptance 
of that which tl1e Lord hated. 

But .the Church had been espoused as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. It is impossible therefore for 
Hi1n to allow her without \Yarning to continue in 
unfaithfulness. According�y He cries, "Repent; 
or else I will come 1-tnto thee quiclcly, ancl ivill fight 
against them with the sword of niy mouth." ( v. 16.) 
The warning to repent is addressed to the Church, 
to the angel as representing the Church, for th� 
Lord seeks to arouse her to self-juclg1nent for 
having tolerated this evil teaching within her 
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borders. He ,vill give her the opportunity 'Of 
having fellowship with His own mind. about the 
evil, that she may have the privilege of caring 
for the honour of His name. It was so in Israel. 
Jehovah ever called upon His people, when evil 
and corruption abounded, to sanctify His great 
name, while warning the1n at the same time that 
if they failed. to do so He would Hirnself take 
t_he matter in hand and sanctify His o,vn name.* 
In like manner here the Church is called to repent, 
but failing this, she is warned that the Lord will 
come to her quickly, and will fight against (not 
bet, but) then1-that is, those who hold the evil 
doctrine-with the sword of His 111outh. 

This gives a principle of the utn1ost importance, 
as applicable to cases of discipline in the assembly, 
or to the state of the whole Oh nrch. Thus if 
evil is permitted to pass unjudged in the assen1oly, 
owing to the indifference or laxity of the saints, 
or from un\'.\rillingness to face the difficulty, the 
·Lord will first wait in His long-suffering, and seek
through one and another, by whatever means He
1nay choose, to awaken the consciences of His
people; and then, if they fail to respond to His
exhortations, He will co1nc in Himself and deal
with the evil which the assembly had failed to
judge, and in which all, by refusing to judge, had

. • Sec, for example, as an il1ustration of this principle, Ezekiel 
xx.xvi. 16-24. 
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bec9rue in1plicated. It should never be forgotten 
that holiness becon1es the house of God, and, that 
"our God is a consu1ning fire." 

The sword of His mouth is, as before explained, 
the living and powerful word of ·Goel. It is 
with this the Lord fights against evil-doers; and 
the,reby He teaches us that its authority is 
supreme over· His saints, and that the state of the 
assembly, as well as the doctrine and conduct of 
the saints, I}lnst ever be judged by this infallible 
standard. Well ,vould it have been for the Church 
at large if this had ever been ren1em bered . 

.As in the other epistles, we have, lastly, the 
proclamation and the pron1ise. The proclamation 
is to every one that has an ear. So in the days 
of His flesh the Lord of ten cried, " He that hath 
ears to hear, let hi1n hear;" that is, he that hath 
an inward ear, an ear opened by the Holy Spirit 
to listen to, an<l to receive, the eonununications 
ma<le. . Every such one is called upon to attend 
to "what the Spirit saith unto the churches," and 
these di vine n1essages are to sink into our souls, 
excluding 1nan's thoughts, and to govern our 
conduct. It is to us intlividually, to you and to 
me, beloved reader, the Lord thus speaks, as He 
reminds us· of our individual responsibility-. 

The promise is special and twofold : " To him 

that overc01neth v;ill I give -to eat of the hidden 

nianna, and will give hi1n a, white stone, and in the 
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stone· a new na11ie 'Written, u,hich no ·man· knoioeth

saving lie. that receiveth it." (v. 17.) The over
con1er differs again fro111 the one in Smyrna. To 
0vercome here is not n1erely to resist, and success
fully to resist, the teaching of the sects named ; 
-but it is also to listen to the call to repentance.
For though the proclan1ation is to saints in
dividually, and the responsibility is individual to
heed the co111111unications made, it is not possible
for a saint to divest hin1self of responsibility for
.the state of the assembly. The state of the
Church involves all,. so that all have to be exer
cised on account of it in self-judgment before
God.. If, there£ ore, any would be overcomers in
a Pergamos state of things, they must judge
the evil of the doctrine of Balaam and of the
:Nicolaitanes, a11d they must humble themselves
before God because these evils are, if not accepted,
yet tolerated in the assembly, mourning on
account of the dishonour thus done to the Lord's
-name.

To all such there is a twofold pro1nise; first, 
that they shall "eat of the hidden n1anna." 
There is a very distinct relation bet-ween the 
prornise and the evil in Perga1nos. The te1npta
tion was to eat of things sacrificed to idols; the 
Lord says, "I will feed you with that which alone 
can satisfy." In such a way He would encourage 
His own to resfot the seductions and gratification$ 
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of the: world. Ai1d what is the "hidden manna"? 
It is, as has been written, "Christ as kno'wn in 
His ,valk down here, thoug4 now in glory-the 
corn of that heavenly land. The 'hidden manna' 
\Vas not the daily manna, but the n1anna which 
had been laid ·up in the ark, and kept as a witness 
in Canaan." What answers to this figHre is 
clearly Christ in heaven; but His being in heaven, 
at the right hand of God, constantly reminds us 
of what He has been down here in the wilderlless:, 
of what He was as ten1pted and humbled; and:, 
being ourselves_ in wilderness circu1nstari.ces,, beset-, 
as in Pergamos, by special temptations, we delight 
to recall Him to our remembrance, and to feed 
upon Him, as the One who was tempted in all 
points like as we are, apart fro1n sin, and we are 
sustained and strengthened. We thus eat of the 
"hidden manna;" for, as the manna, Christ is no 
longer seen, being hidden in heaven. 

'' There on the hidden bread 
Of Christ-once humbled here

God's treasured store-for �ver fed, 
His love my soul shall cheer.'' 

There is also the white stone ·with the ne\v 
name written thereon, known only to hiin who 
receives it. Two things are thus in1plied; the 
Lord's approbation, and, secondly, this approbation 
conveyed in a special way, so that it beco1nes a 
secret between the soul and the Lord. The 



58 NOTES ON THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 

following ·-re1narks express this: "The 'white 
stone' seen1s to n1ark the individn�l approbation 
of Christ; the 'ne\v na1ne,' peculiar intercourse 
between Christ and the individual, different fro1n 
that ,vhich all share alike, different from the 
public joy .... Besides the public joy, there will 
be Christ's peculiar private individual recognit.ion 
and approval-the ' white stone,' and the 'ne,v 
name ... which no n1an knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it."'* One can readily cornprehend the 
sustainment and courage which such a promise 
woukl minister to those who, by Go�'s grace, 
were standing· for him against the corruptions 
that had found their hon1e in the assen1bly, and 
who, on this very account, would surely incur 
the disfavour and opposition of those who were 
tolerating, if not associated with, the seducing 
doctrines. To seek alone the Lord's approbation 
is the off.'3pring of the single eye, even as it is 
the source of all strength in conflict and · service. 
The Lord give us all to 1nake this our daily 
object! (2 Cor. v. 9.) 

• Collected Writings of J. N. D., vol. ii. Prncticnl, pp. 509, 10.



CHAPTER V:.

THYATIRA. 

REVELATION ii, 18-38, 

A NEW state of things altogether is -introduced 
with Thyatira. Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos 
represent, in their prophetical aspect, three 
successive phases or states of the whole Church. 
Thyatira does this also, only, coming on the scene, 
as to the church-condition it pourtrays, after, and 

. superseding Perga1nos, it continues, unlike the 
first three assemblies, on to the close. Pergan1os 
passes over into Thyatira, and then Thyatira. 
remains, as a phase of the Church, to the end. 
This is seen by the introdnction into this epistle 
of the Lord's coming. ( v. 25.) Another charac
teristic �f this asse1nbly is that a re1nnant, a 
faithful �emnant, is distinguished. This is more 
plainly perceived, if verse 24 is read, as it should 
be," But unto you I say, unto the 1·cst in Thyatira," 
" the rest " being the ren1nan t, and as such directly 
addressed, and not, as the whole church is, through 
the angel. This borne in mind will enable the 
reader to understand 1nore readily son1e parts of 
this communication. 
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As a whole, then, this assembly gives a picture 
of the state of' the Church during the Middle 
Ages, down, perhaps, as has been often said, to 
the eve of the Refonnation. The grounds of this 
conclusion are foi.111.d in the previous church st2,tes. 
If Ephesus sets forth the period immediately suc
ceeding the tin1es of the apostles, Sn1yrna shadows 
out the age of persecution, which, as the church 
histories show, ·will bring us down several centna-ies 
later; and then Pergan1os indicates the period, as, 
for_ exa-,nple, in Constantine's days, whe_n the 
_(i)hqrql). becan1e allied with the world. ·In this 
way� if -we reme1nber the successional character 
_of these several states, we are brought, as has 
,qeen said, to,. the- Middle Ages ; yet not so far as 
-Luther's time, jnasn1uch as Sardis follo-wed soon
upon the mighty movement of which lle ·was the
instrument.

The character in ·which Christ addresses this 
assen1bly through the angel is quite different frorn 
_that in which He speaks to the preceding phurches. 
Here, first of all, it is as "Son of God;" and it is 
as Son, as will be ren1e1nberecl, that He wields 
authority over the house of God. (Heb. iii. 6.*) 
The eyes "like unto a flarne of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass" ( v. 18), are in entire accord with His 

* The rendering in the Enrrlish Yersion "His ·own house·'-'
. r, ' ' 

would seem to mnk� it Christ's house. It should be, however, 
"His house ; " i.e., Gotl's house. 
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ptesentation as the . One who exercises this 
authority ; for the eyes like to a tlame of fire 
symbolize His all-searching, penetrati�g judgrnent, 
and His feet of fine brass the firn1ness with. which 
He deals ,;vith sin, and deals ·with it . in divine 
righteousness; foi-- brass :is an e1nLle1n of God 
n1eeting man in his responsibility according to 
His righteousness. The brazen altar teaches this 
truth; for it was· there. that God 1net those who 
approached� �ncl there that His claims, acc9rding 
to His righteousness, were satisfied by the oftered 
sacrifice.· 

The very character, therefore, in which Christ 
is here seen de1nanded, and demands, solen1n 
attention. He has not abandoned one of His 
relationships of grace, nor abated one jot of His 
ineffable love for His people; but He con1es here, 
let it be recallecl, to deal with the public state 
of the Church, and with the Church as His 
responsible light-bearer, or ·witness, in the world; 
and con1ing for this purpose, He reminds her of 
His absolute authority over the house of God, of 
His all-penetrating, consun1ing judgn1ent, and of 
His constant putpose not to pass over sin or 
failure: These so_len1n characters never cease, 
as loug as the Church holds the responsible place 
of testimony; and however she may have failed 
and surrendered her testi1nony, she is R<? les� in 
the place of responsibility before God. This 
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holds true also in principle of single assemblies, 
and �ven of individual believers. May the Lord 
lay our responsibilities 1nore deeply upon our 
hGarts ! 

After the presentation of the characters the 
Lord here assu1nes, we have, first, ·His comrnenda
tion : " I know thy works, and charity, and service, 

and faith,* and thy patience, and thy worlcs ; and 
the last 1nore than the first." ( v. 19.) This is very 
great praise, and it has occasioned perplexity to 
so1nc, in that, if Thyatira represents the Papery 
of the Middle Ages, such a eulogium was pos
sible. It must be borne in mind that, all through 

· the Scriptures, whenever there is corporate failure,
the faithful remnant become invested with the
corporate position before God. The Jewish ren1-
nant, for exan1ple, came, on the nation's apostasy,
into the place of the nation. So in the Church
of God; and, on this principle, the Lord is able
to impute to Thyatira all the state and activities
of the devoted saints in her n1idst.

Concerning this class of faithful witnesse·s at 
this period, we cannot refrain from transcribing 
the following words: "Now here; perhaps, is there 
a 1nore deeply in tcresting story ; nowhere longer 
and more unwearied patience; nowhere truer, or 
perhaps so true, hearts for Christ and for the 

• The· order should be, even as it is the order morally,
"Charity nnd faith nn<l sorvico." 
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truth, and for faithfulness to l!itn against a 
corrupt Church, as in the saints of . the Middle 
Ages. Through toil and . labour, hunted and 
punished in spite of a system far 1nore per
severing, far better organized, than heathen 
persecutions, violent as .for a tin1e they surely 
were; with no fresh miraculous revelation, or 
publicly sustaining body, or profession of the 
Church at large, clothed with universal acknow
ledg1nent as such, to give them confidence; with 
every name of ignominy that people or priest. 
could invent to hunt them with, they pursued 
their hemmed but never abandoned way with 
divinely given constancy, and maintained the 
testin1ony of God, and the pro1nised existence 
of the Church against the gates of hades, at the 
cost of rest and hon1e and life and all things 
earth could give or nature feel. And Christ had 
foreseen and had not forgotten it. vVeakness 
may have been there, ignorance have marked 
many of their thoughts; Satan may have sought 
to mix up mischief with their good, and son1e
tirries succeeded ... but their record is on high, 
and their Saviour's approbation will shine forth 
when the books ease-loving questioners have 
written ou the1n will be as dust on the n1oth's 
wing when it is dead .... This the Lord owns in 
Thyatira. It made no part of the 1hurch for 
men then; it n1akes none for n1any ,vise people 
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now. It is the first part for Christ."* This 
extract fully explains the ground of the Lord's 
co1nn1endation, and entirely sets aside the atternpt 
n1ade in son1e quarters to find support in this 
verse for the Popish do_ctrine of ·works as con
stituting merit before Go<l. The very order of 
the words teaches otherwise. After the general 
staten1ent, expressive of the Lord's· perfect ki1ow-· 
ledge, comes'.' charity" [love], which in its �ssence 
is the di vine nature, and the root, tlieref ore, of 
all spiritual activity; then faith, that faith which 
works by love; arid then service, patience'[ endu
rance ], and works; and these n1ore than the first. 
It is thus the increasing devotedness of the saints, 
and this exhibited in the midst of the fiery trials 
through which they were passing. It was this, 
so precious to the Lord, that drew forth His 
approbation. 

Having ex.pressed this, He points out in the 
next place- the grievous things that called forth 
His reprobation. "Notwithstanding I hctve a few 
things against thee, because thou sujferest that 

woman t Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, 

to teach and to seduce my servants to c01nniit f orni
cation, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.'' 
( v. 20.) It is well knovvn, as a principle in Scrip-

• Collected T-Vritings of J. N. D., vol. ii. Expository, pp.
[>06, 7. 

t Some prefer the reading, '' tl1y wife.'' 
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ture, that a woman, when introduced as a type, 
is expressive of a state, vvhereas · a 1nan indi�ates 
·the activity or conduct in that state. Hence it

• 

makes no difference to the inte_rpretation whet_her
we reaq. " wo111an" or " thy ,vife," for in either
case the angel is held responsible .for Jezebel;
and the very nan1e J ezehel points to the meaning.
She was the' wife of Ahab, who w·as responsible
to God for the kingdo1n; but he "suffered" Jezebel
to govern, to "teach," and to produce in that way
the apostate state of Israel. The name J ezebe!
is therefore here, as another has said, '� moral,
and the wife of the n1ystic representative must
be the public general state. Bttt those who
were morally responsible, as actively representing
Christ in the Church, suffered this state of things."
It is not only there£ ore that worldliness and
corruption were found in the Church, but that
these things were taught and accepted and allowed
by those who we.re in the place of authority.

Into such a condition had the Church now 
fallen ; and so far fro111 being sensible of · the 
evil, she refused to acknowledge it and repent; 
for the Lord says, "I gave her space to repent ... and

she repented not."* (v. 21.) If we adopt the reading 
referred to below, it is not only that Thyatira 

• The preferable rending is, '' A nu she will not [ or '' ''.'illet�
not to"] repent." The Revised Version auu most others no,v 
nJ01lt it. 

E 
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neglected to avail herself of the opportunity of 
repentance, vouchsafed in the Lord's long-suffering, 
but sucb was her hardened condition that it was 
not her vviil to repent; and it ·may be that tI1ese 
words also co11 tain the assertion that Popery will 
·continue, as we know will be the case, unrepentant
on to the end.

Judgment is now threatened. "Behold, I 1will
cast her into a bed, and thcni· that com1nit adultery
with her into great tribulation, except they repent
qf their deeds. And 1 will kill her children v;ith
(death ; and all the chu.rches shall knoio. that I am
He which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I 'will
give unto every one of you according to your u1orks."
(vv. 22, 23.) It is very striking to notice that,
although we have been told· that Jezebel "will
not repent," the Lord still says, when giving thes·e
solemn warnings of coining and certain jtidgtnent,
·" Except they repent of their deeds." Tt reveals
both- His long-suffering and His yearnings · over
His professed people for their recovery and resto
ration. The judgn1ent, which is of the s�verest
character, is denounced upon Jezebel and them
that had co1nn1itted adultery with her. (Con1,pare
·Ezekiel xvi.; Revelation xviii. 3-9, &c.) "It
would be forced association with those sh·e had
once seduced to the ruin of �h�1n all," an<l "pierc
.ing judgment, accordi�g to Qod's own nature anq.
requirements.'' The activity of Jezebel is seen
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from the fact that there ar� "children,,_. th_osc 
who- had· been begotten and for1ned by her evil 
teaching, and w·ho therefore J)reserited themselves 
as the expression and exponents of 'her view·s. 
Alas! ho,v large a nu1nber of such are seen on 
all sides in the present day, not only within the 
confines of Ro1nanism, bnt also an,1ongst those 
·who, while Ro1nanists at heart, still maintain
"an external link ·with that ·which was once
known bi the name of Protestalitis1n. Ali such,
whereYer found, shall be killed with death.

This juqgn1ent may have a tvvofolcl �pplication-
present in government, a:11d future; when every 9ne 
shall give an account of himself to God. This 
would seem to be the case fron1· what follo,vi;;. 
First, the churches will k110W-a:t1:d this· could 
only. be from the visitation of these Judgments ;i;\1 
·time-that Christ searches the reins. and· the
· heart ; and secondly, every one vvill rec'ei v� accord
mg to their works, which is the character -qf
eternal judgment. (See Rev. xx.) · ·such is th'e
Lord's. estimate of and judg�ent upon Jezebel-·
upon, that is, the public ·state of the Chhrcli; 1)dt
·only, be it remembered, upon Thyatira in John's
·days, nor upon the Papery df the Middle Ages,
·but also upon that which answers to Thyatira at
the present day, and on that likewise that will
ccorrespond with it down to the coining of the
Lord.
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In the next place, the Lord turns to those who, 
notwithstanding they were in Thyatira, were 
separate from its evil. "But unto you I say, unto 
the 1·est� in Thyati1·a, as 1nany as have not this 
doctrirw, and which have not knoion the depths of 
Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you 1wne

other bu1·den. But that which ye have already hold 
fast till I come." ( vv. 24, 25.) We have now, and 
for the first time, in the growing corruption of 
the Church a faithful remnant dt'3tinguished; �nd 
it is this remnant, let the reader remark, not the 
public body, not that which occupied the place of 
the Church before the eyes of tl..e world, which 
elicited the Lord's approval. · And what charac
terized this residue? Refusal of the current 
teaching of the day, and consequently standing 
apart from the worldliness and corruption which 
had now obtained a recognized place in the 
Church. The time had thus con1e ,vhen those 
who departed from evil were accounted mad ;l
for those with whom they refused to ,v.alk charged 
them with knowing the " depths of Satan ; " that 
is, with being led by him, as having fallen into 
one of his most subtle snares. And what was 
the occasion of this fearful charge ? Separation 
from evil, a manifested purpose to walk in the 
path of truth and holiness. It was this that le<l 

• So it should be read, as hef ore noticed, not "and to the rest,"
t Sec marginal rendering of Isaiah lix. 15.



THYATIRA. 69 

Jezebel, her associates and her children, to holtl 
this feeble few up to public odium, as they 
insinuated that they were in secret commerce 

,vith Satan.. History has often repeated itself 
since that day ; for when ever any of Gotl' s people· 
have ventured, in obedience to the word of God, 
to separate the1nselves fron1 the corruptions of 
the professing church, or to purge themselves
fro1n the vessels of dishonour, they have in like 
manner incurred the severest condemnation, and 
often the most evil charges, · even on the part of 
their fellow-Christians. But it was enough for 
this " rest," as it has been for the true remnant in 
every age of the Church, to have the Lord's 
verdict. He says, "You have not known the 
depths of Satan, as they speak." Whoever seeks 
to care for the honour of Christ must be satisfied 
with His approval. 

One thing only does the Lord enjoin upon the 
remnant : they were to hold fast 'N hat they had 
until He came. This might seem to be a s1nall 
thing; but in the midst of corrupt�on, when 
fidelity to Christ is frowned upon on every hand, 
and when the most powerful influences are brought 
to bear upon, in order to seduce, those who are 
maintaining the truth, it is no small thing, having 
done all, to stand. The whole armour of God is 
requisite for it; and hence the Lord �ould 
encourage the re1nnant to holcl fast. The en-
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eouragement lies in the words, '°' Till I come." The 
prospect of His coming was a strong incentive to 
courage, as it reminded them that His eye was 
upon- the1n, and that their conflict would issue in 
being for ever with Hi1n. Nothing cheers the 
soldier in the fight like the eye, and the expected
succour, . of his leader; and nothing cheers the 
believer, in the stress of his conflict, like the 
expectation of the return of his Lord. 

There is another significance in the introduction 
here, for the first time in these· epistles-, -of the 
Lord's coming. The firs-t three assemblies, in 
their wider aspect, represent, as already seen, 
three successive phases of the Church· after the 
apostolic era and on,vards. Thyatira succeeds, 
but, unlike the others,., continues on the scene as 
a phase of the Church, even after the appe�rance 
of Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, and goes 
on· concurrently with them until the end. This 
explains ·the mention here �f the coming of the 
Lord. Another thing should,_ however, be added. 
Until Thyatira the possibility of recovery, 
although all the future was lying before the 
Lord's eyes, was not publicly abandoned; but 
now the church-state has beco1ne so hopeless t.hat
the Lord directs the faithful re1nnan t to His f fWn 
return as their encou-rage1nent, resource, and 
hope. Happy are those saints who can appre
hend this revelation of the Lord's mind. 



THYATIRA. 71 

The pro111ise to the· overcomer follows : " And 
he that overconieth, and lceepeth 1ny worlcs unto the

1

end, to hini ivill I give power over the nations ; . and 
he shall ·rule t?ieni with a rod of iron ; as the vessels_. 
of a pottet shall they be broken to shivers : even as I 
receiv_ed _ _ of 1ny Father. And I will give __ h�m_ th_� 
nwrnirig star. E(e that hath an ear, let him hea1'' 
what th� Spirit saith unto the churche.st ( vv. 
26-29.) �he reader will not fail to note a ch�nge,
also indicative of the new phase commenced by
Thyatira. 1J ntil now the cry, "He that h�th an ear.
let him hear " precedes the pron1ise to the over
comer r Now, and i�1 the remaining churches, it
follows. "In the fi;rst three," �s has been written�
" the hearing ear is spoken of in connection with
the general testi1nony to the church, before
singling out th� faithful re111nant who overcome.
In the last four the exhortation fallows the over
coming." "This 1narks out the remnant as
�eparate from the body in general. The position
pf the remnant is specially marked out as bei:ag
no longer in connection with the general body of
the church, but with the place in ,vhich. those
stand to whom the· pron1ise is sent, as 'to him
that overcometh.' "'k-
. Two_things constitute the overcomer in Thyatira.
First, holding fast what they had, spite of the 

* Lectures on the Addresses to the Seven Ohurchos, by J.
N. D., pp. 33, 63,
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cu�T-ct.ption around, maintaining their separation, 
walking in the path of subjection to the word of 
God; · and, secondly, keeping Christ's works unto 
the end ; tha£. is, the ,vorks con1n1ended in verse 
I 9·; viz., charity (love), !aith, service, patience, and 
works. Keeping in this blessed path until the 
end, cheered by the prospect of the Lord's return, 
and holding fast what they possessed, they would 
be. 6verco1ners, and entitled to feed upon these 
�J!ecial prornises. · These promises have a twofold 
character: asso�iation with Christ in the kingdom, 
governing . the ,nt_ttions righteously, and conse
quently executing judgment, "even," He adds, 

. 
. 

'E-'as I r�ceived of. n1y ·Father." The overcomer
should receive fron1 Hi1n even as He had received 
of the Fa-thEfr (compare chapter iii. 21); and then 
fl.lso He will bestovv the n1ornii1g star. 

�.fhe reference in the first part of the pro1nise is 
ta the second· psalm ( con1pare ex.); ,vhere the 
nations are given to Christ for His inheritance in 
response to His own request (" even as I received 
of my Father"), and where, as a consequence, we 
read, "·Thou shalt �reak thcn1 with a rod of iron; 
Thou shalt ·dash then1 in pieces like a potter's 
ve�sel." (v. _9.) The overco1ner, therefore, should 
share in the glory of the Messiah's kingly rule. 
The prornise of the morning star speaks of far 
VJ.Ore �timate, and mo:r� i1eavenly, blessing. The 
morning star is Christ Hi1nself, and Christ �i1nself 
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displayed in all His heavenly beauty before the 
hearts of His people, as their proper portion and 
hope while waiting for His return. As the Sun 
of righteousness He will burst forth upon the 
world at His·. �.ppearing (Malachi iv.); as the 
Morning Star, the harbinger of the coming day, 
He shines for the ClJurch, and thus constitutes 
her characteristic ,1ope. And it is as so presented 
to her th_at her affections are drawn forth, anq, 
that having thus her desires for His return 
awakened, she, as taught by, and in union with, 
the Spirit, cries, "Con1e." (See chapter xxii. 16, 
17.) This promise, therefore, is one of exc�ed.ing 
preciousness : • I will give him the morning �tar." 
The overcomer should thus possess Christ Himself 
in this character, in a peculiar way, as the satisfY:
ing _portion of his heart amid the darkness around, 
to encourage him to successful conflict ,vith the 
power of evil within the Church, and to animate 
his soul with the expectation of the speedy coming 
of the Lord. 

The significance of the place occupied, for the 
first time,. by the cry, "He that hath an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit saith unto the chu1�ches," 

has already been explained. 



CHAPTER VI .. 

SARDIS. 

REVELATION iii. 1-6. 

THE peculiarity of the last four assemblies is, it 
will be re1nembered, that· while they follow one 
another, as to their development, they all con
tinue until the c0n1il;ig of the Lord. They do 
not displace one_ �nother (we speak _of their. pro
phetic aspects) as Sn1yn1a displaces Ephesus, and 
Pergamos Smyrna ; but, though con1ing succes
sively on the scene, they will all abide to the 
close of the dispensation. Sardis thus came into 
existence after Thyatira, and this gives at once 
the clue to its identification. If Thyati,ra then 
represents the Popery of the Middle Ages, Sardis 
sets forth Protestantis1n. But we 1nust still 
enquire, Of what period? 

The mighty movement called into being by the 
Holy Spirit through Luther and his co-workers, 
whether in his own or other fands, vvas·the origin 
of Protestantisn1. In his days the teaching of 
Jezebel had fnll play, and with the exception of 
those who sighed and mourned in secret over the 
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corruptions every,vhere prevalent, was generally 
accepted. The children of God were in full asso
ciation with the world, and would have thought 
it a strange thing to refrain from "eating things
offered· to idols." Separation from evil, save on 
the part of the persecuted remnant, was wholly 
unknown. 

It was . in the midst of this state of thi�gs 
that Luther, a vessel chosen and prepared of God· 
for •His service, appeared; ·and-he had the privi
lege of recalling the people of God to ·the· all..,. 
sufficiency of the Scriptures, and ·to the· funda
mental truth of .justification by faith. It seemed. 
at the outset, th� dawn ·of a new day, and souls 
6n every hand drank in the ·plessed truths, which_ 
he and his coadjutors proclain1ecl, as the weary 
e�rth drinks in _the fertilizing showers of heaven. 
Having their soul-thirst thus satisfied, they were 
strengthened to break off fro1n their necks the 
yoke of Rome. Thousands joined in the n1ove.J' 
ment-s01:"fie, alas ! from political 1notives-ancl 
Protestantism became a power in the world. 
· But the energy of the Spirit of God as thus.
displayed (for that it was His ,vork few can
doubt) soon ceased, was soon lost arnid the worldly
and human activities that sought to avail then1-
selves of• His, blessed work for- their own selfish
' - .. .  

e:µds.; .and then··the Reformation sank clown into
the expression of antagonism to Rome, using .its
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new light and truth as the battle-axe of its con
flicts. This was Sa1·di.r;. }lot the Reformation in 
its 1n·istine energy, but the Reforrnation as it became 
after its life and power· had evap.01·ated. * And 
this is Sardis, developing ever sadder and more 
corrupt ele1nents until the end. 

In view of this explanation the character of 
the Lord's presentation is very significant: "These 
things saith He that hath the seven Spirits of God, 
q,nd the seven stars." ( v. 1.) The Church on earth 
is the habitation of God through the Spirit, and 
is the sphere, therefore, of His operations and 
power. But

? 
as we have seen, Sardis presents 

no sign of His activity; and it is just because 
of this that the Lord presents Hi1nself as possess
ing the plenary po\ver (seYen is the perfect number) 
of the Holy Ghost ii:i His ministrations. The 
Church may thus fail; but Christ (and this is 
for the comfort of His people amid decay, cor
ruption, and death) never fails; and hence, what
ever the state of the Church, He still has at His 
disposal all the Spirit's power. This is an important 
principle for the sustainment of the saints, con
stituting indeed their resouTce in all times. At 
Pentecost, for example, the Sl)irit wrought without 
let. or hindrance, and the. consequence was power

• The proof of this is seen in verses 2 and 3, where she is
exhorted to strengthen the things that remain and are ready 

to die, &c.
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in testimony, the energy of the "first love," and 
the perfect fellowship of the saints. Contem
plating all this, and contrasting it with what is 
now. seen, we n1ight beco1ne utterly despondent 
unless ,ve were reminded, as here, that there is 
as much power available to-day for faith as then 
-that Christ still has the "seven Spirits of God''
at His sovereign disposal. Blessed consolation!

He also has the <c seven stars." It is not now 
said, as to Ephesus, that He holds them in His 
right hand; that is, that He upholds them by 
power; but they still belong to Hin1; and He 
would have them both O'wning His authority and 
also counting upon Him for the supply of their 
need in His service. The n1ore broken the state 
of things, the more He would have those who 
might take the place of lead an1ongst the saints 
connect everything with, as well as derive every
thing from, I-Iimself. When there are Iio visible 
sustainments for those in responsibility it is the 
more important (though this be ever so) to lean 
wholly on Christ. 

The condition of the assen1bly is described in 
one short, sad, and pregnant sentence: "I know 
thy ivorlcs, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and art dead." (v. 1.) The works are general; 
and " knowing " these is m.erely the staten1en t 
that nothing escapes the Lord's notice, that He is 
cognizant of all the condition of His people; 
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knd then, as 'the· result of-His investigation (for 
He walks in the midst of the seven golden candle
sticks), Hegives His verdict-His infallible verdict. 
And what is it? A name to live, but _a name that 
belies its actual condition, for He says, "Thou 
art dead." Such was Sardis-the actual, existent 
Sardis-as it presented itself to the eyes (and His 
eyes ·are as a flame of fire) of Christ._ And this 
·Sardis represents also Protestantism as it was
after the days of Luther. And this Sardis, be it
remembered, will be found until the· coming of
the Lord.

What then are the present applications -of these
solemn words,?· Three at least n1ay be noted,-and
to these speciar attention is invited. First� then,
there is the obvious one to the Protestantism of
this and other lands. And ,v hen we speak · of
Protestantism, we do not speak, let it be noted,
of individual congregations, but of Protestantis1n
as a wliole, as it presents itself in the world. Is
·its condition otherwise than here given ? Even
the most superficial observer must admit its truth,
'and even that it, is ·now worse than here stated.
All the evangelistic 1novements of the day, all
the· meetings and conferences for the promotion
of the spiritual life,,are outside of the recognized
organizations of Protestantisn1, and cannot there
fore be pleaded in mitjgation of this verdict.
In Prqtestantism itself rationalism, political zeal
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and activity, ··worldliness, in its manifold forms, 
are its vital forces; but where is there the sign 
of the activity of the Holy Spirit ? No, spiritual 
stagnation-yea, death-everyyVhere characterizes 
it, even while.-boasting of its glorious traditions 
and· of having a name to live. That there are 
·here and. there congregations of another order,
•ministered to by devoted men, ,ve gladly admit;
but this fact in no wise alters the general .con
dition of Profestantisn1. * A second application,
as 'in the case of Ephesus ( and · Sardis was a
·single assembly in John's day), may· be made to
:jndividual·churches or gatherings; that is, if there
·is an assern bly anywhere corresponding in its
spiritual condition with the description. here
given, then this letter, with its searching state
ments and warnings, should be seriously weighed
in. the presence of God. Lastly, if there is aft
individual-a professor-who has a name to live
amongst Christians, and who yet is spiritually
dead, he also would do well to ponder this di vine
communication.

We come now to exhortations and warnings: 
"Be watchful,and strengthen the things which remain, 

that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 

, * In evidence of this the ''Down-grade'' movement may be
cited. Its earnest originator found but few supporters in l1is 
own denomination ; arnl some of these finally accepted a com
promise which involved the toleration of the very doctrinal 
errors against which the protest. had been made. 
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works peifect before· God. Reme1nber there/ ore lwiv 
tlwu hast 1·eceived and hear4,, and hold fast, and 
repent. If therefore thou shalt not ivatch, I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not lcnow 
u,hat hour I 1.vill c01ne upon thee.'' . (vv. 2, 3.) The 
words "be watchful" really mean becorne so, show
ing that at this ti1ne they were not watchful; for, 
as has been seen, it \Vas a time of_ spiritual death. 
And the consequence of not having been :watchful 
was that the things ·which remained were drooping 
and ready to die. These had formerly been channels 
of energy, instinct with life, but now were lan
guishing from lack of spiritual energy; forms of 
life st�l ren1aining, but only form�, now that the 
1ife which had called them .into existence had 
·waned if not departed. The ground of this
exhortation is found in the succeeding clause, " I
have not found thy works perfect before God"*
There were, therefore, activities still sustained in
Sardis; and it is often the case that activities,
which have been really called forth by a genuine
wor� of the Holy Spirit, ·will be carried on, and
:sometin1es with increased zeal, long after the
power that evoked thern has ceased. It ,vas and
is so in Sardis, as may be seen in its various
societies, with their multiforlll organizations, for
the accomplishn1ent of religious and philanthropic

• The true rendering and reading are,'' I have not found thy
works complete before my God." 
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ends. But the Lord had examined the nature of 
these ",vorks," and His sentence is that they are 
not "complete before 1ny God." Before man they 
1night appear as worthy of all commendation; 
before God they were deficient, lacking in the 
essential element of good works; for, inasmuch as 
they were not produced by the energy of the 
Spirit, they Were not Christian, but indeed dead 
works. It is the motive that determines the 
character of all our activities, and the motive is 
never Christ unless the Holy Ghost is their power. 

Having exposed the real condition of Sardis, 
the method of restoration is next indicated. They 
were, in the first place, to remen1ber how they had 
received and heard; that is, they were· to call to 
mind the source of all the blessings they had 
"received," that it was nothing but grace which 
had bestowed upon then1 su'?h unspeakable 
privileges ( compare 1 Cor. iv. 7) ; and they were 
to measure themselves by the standard of the 
truth they had "heard" at the outset. This exhor
tation contains a n1ost interesting principle. The 
responsibility of this asse1nbly is seen to be 
according to the light it had actually received. 
(Compare Matthe,v :xi 21-24.) Sardis therefore, 
and consequently the Sardis of to-day, is judged 
by the light it received at the Reformation; viz., 
by the t1·uth of the all-sufficiency of the Scriptures, 
and Ly the doctrine of j ustific�Jion by faith. 

lf 



82� NOTES ON THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 

Could it, can it, stand the test ? · Why, it is in the 
heart of Protestantism that the full inspiration 
of the Scriptures is being everywhere denied, and 
that the dogma of justification by faith is treated 
as a relic of, an ignorant age. Sar�is would indeed 
do well to ponder upon these words of the Lord 
which point out the measure of her responsibil1ty.* 
The Lord thus calls upori her to hold fast, not to 
let slip: and to repent, to humble herself before 
God, as she contrasts her present with her former 
condition, that there; in the true spirit of self
judgment, and owning her sad declension and fall, 
she might seek grace for revival and recovery. 
· Space· is thus given for repentance. Should she,
however, not avail herself; of it then the Lord
vvould_in His wisdom deal with her according to
her deserts. The reader will remember once
again that it is not Christians the Lord will judge
in this way, but the Church as His vessel of
testimony: as His responsible light-bearer a1nicl
the darkness· of this world. And what is the
judgment denounced? It is that the Lord will
treat the Church-Sardis-even as the world, if
she �oes not repent. This will be understood if
we turn for a mo1nent to 1 Thess. v. Writing to

• It is interesting to notice that tho responsibility of the
individual, at lea.st of the servant, is according to a different 
standard. If he does not . .d,o his Master's will, even though -
ignorant of it, he will be beaten with few sti·ipes ; for since the 
Master's will is revealed in tho Scriptures there is no excuse fo1· 
ignorancu. (Lµku xii. 48.) 
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the saints, t:11e _apostle says, "For yourselves kno,v 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the �ight. . . . But ye, .brethren, are not 
in darkµe�s, that that day should overtake you ·as 
a thief." ( vv. 2, 4.) In the previous chapter he 
had explained to the saints that they would be 
caught up in the clouds to n1eet the Lord in the 
air, before the day of the Lord, commencing :with 
His appearing, would be introduced. It is on th� 
world, therefore, that the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief ; and now Sardis is warned that, 
unless s�e re pen ts, the Lord will come upon her 
in like mannei... She will thus be treated as the 
world. It is indeed on Christendom, whatever its 
ultimate form after the Church is caught away, 
that the day of the Lord will burst with special 
judgments; and it will be too at the very moment 
when those within its sphere are beginning to say, 
Peace and safety, that sudden destruction will 
come upon them, as· travail upon a ,von1an with 
child; and they shall not escape. Such will be 
the doom ·of that which, having a na1ne to live, 
was yet dead. 

A.s in Thyatira so also here a remnant is dis-.
tinguished. " 1'hou · hast a f e·w names even in 
Sardis wlvich have not defiled thei1· garrtLents ; and 
they shall wallc with nie in ivhite : f rn.. they are 
worthy." ( v. 4:) "Na1nes !' in this place is used 
�or persons

.-
but as sh.owing the Lord's iut.i1nate 
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know ledge of the111, and perhaps, at the same 
time, betokening the s1nallness of their number. 
The word" even" should be omitted, for the sur
prise is rather that there were not more separate 
ones in the n1idst of that which had rebelled 
against the corruptions of Thyatira. Not defiling 
their garn1en ts will n1ean that they had been kept 
untainted by the evils around. J an1es thus speaks 
of keeping oneself unspotted from the world 
( chap. i. 27); here it would not only be from the 
world, but also from the contaminations within 
the sphere of God's professing people. How 
precious this faithful remnant were to the heart 
of the Lord is seen fro1n His pron1ise concerning 
them: "They shall walk with me in white: for 
they are worthy." Maintaining holiness of walk 
and conduct while in the sphere of. responsibility, 
·their distinguishing recompense should have a
conspicuous relationship to the moral separation
then maintained. The practical holiness of their
walk here should have its fruition in walking with
Christ in w4ite-the expressed reward for their
fidelity. And He is pleased to add, "for they are
worthy "-made worthy indeed by His own pre
serving power, but having this worthiness imputed
to them by His own grace and love. (Compare
Luke xxi. 36.)

Three distinct promises are made to the over
comer. To overcome in Sardis would ue to 
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remember how they had received and heard, to 
hold fast and repent, and to acquire the condition 
of those who had not defiled their garments. 
This is seen from the character of the promises. 
First, he should " be clothed in white rairnent."

( v. 5.) The correspondence between this pro1nise 
and that to the faithful re1nnant, unmistakably 
shows tbat the .overcomer would be brought into 
that class. On four different occasions white 
robes or raiment are n1entioned in this book. 
The multitude, that no man can number, who 
have come out of the great tribulation, are said 
to have" washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb." This is ·what may be 
termed judicial cleansing. (Chap. vii.) To the 
martyrs that were seen under the altar ,vhite 
robes are given (chapter vi. 9-11), and here
perh�ps as a token of the Lord's approbation. 
In chapters iv. and xix., the elders, and the 
Lamb's wife, are seen clothed in white raiment; 
and in the latter case we have the Holy Spirit's 
own interpretation in the words, "the fine linen 
[ clean and white] is the righteousness of saints," 
or the righteousnesses of saints. This gives the clue 
to the meaning of the white rain1ent in our passage, 
inas1nuch as the promise refers to a future heavenly 
condition. The Lord then promises that the 
fruit of overcoming should be manifested. and 
enjoyetl in heaven; that every act of faithfulness 
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to Him which led to separation from unholiness 
here, should have its future appropriate reco1n
pense in an eternal display in His own pr�sence. 

The second p�ornise, " I will not blot out his 
nanie ou� of the- boolc of life ;

, 
( v. 5), bears also a 

very marked relation to the condition of things 
in which the overcomer had been found. That 
,vhich had characterized Sardis was having a 
name to live while it was dead. How· many dead 
names, names of dead professors, therefore must 
have- been on its· registers; and every one of these 
would finally be erased. In God's book of life 
(see Phil. iv. 3 ; Rev. xiii. 8 ; xvii.· 8 ; xx. 15) 
there will be no erasures; but when profession is 
included, enrolled, it is other·wise, and it is this 
which -the Lord signifies by this promise. There 
-11iay be another meaning. When godly believers, 
in their desire to be found in o bedienee to their 
Lord, are compelled to stand apart from the pre
vailing religious corruptions, they incur the 
hostility of that which claims to be the· Church, 
and their names are taken- off fro1n human 
registers. But the Lord would sustain the hearts 
of His faithful ones in their trials by the assurance 
that their names should not be blotted out of the 
book of life. 

There is yet more; for He adds, "I will confess 
his nanie before 1ny Father, and before His angels." 
v. 5.) What an honour! but one, too, puLlicly con-
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£erred upon the overcomer. There is nothing a 
soldier more ardently covets- than to have his name 
mentioned by his com1nander in the despatches 
which announce a victory to the. Queen and her 
government. But what is such a mark of dis
tinction con1pared with this bestoweq by the 
Lord upon those who have foug�t the good fight, 
finished their course, and kept the faith! He 
confesses the. names of all such in: the audience 

- . 

of His Father and of His angels. This, if an 
unspeak�ble honour, is none the less overwhelm
ing grace. It may seem now a sn1all, and even a 
_despicable thing, for a saint to maintain the plac� 
of separation from evil, and to successfully resist 
all the seductions with vvhich he is plied, to fall 
in with the habits and practices of other saints ; 
but when the name of such an one is uttered by 
the Lord · before the Father, and before all the 
heavenly host, there is not one in all that count
less throng that will not esteem this token o! 
approbation as the highest honour that could be 
possessed., May every believer who reads these 
words be stirred up to seek grace to be accounted 
an overcomer. 

The epistle closes, as in Thyatira, with the 
proclamation to him that hath an ear-proof of 
the intense ye�rning of the Lord over His people, 
and of His ardent desire that His words n1ay 
find entrance into, and beget a fnll response fro1n� 
then� hearts, 



CHAPTER VII. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

REVELATION iii. 7-13. 

AFTER Sardis comes Philadelphia; but it must 
be again borne in n1ind that, if the last four 
assemblies successively appear, they yet all go 
on concurrently to the close; that, unlike the 
second, third, and fourth, ,vhich displace their 
predecessors, these four continue, after they have 
come upon the scene, until the coming of the 
Lord. There is, moreover, a great contrast to be 
noted between Sardis and Philadelphia. If Sardis 
is Protestantism; of which there can be little 
doubt, it is not Protestantism, as has been 
previously pointed ont, in its pristine energy, 
when the Spirit of God wrought mightily 
through chosen vessels, and produced what has 
been called the Reformation ; but it is rather 
what Protestantism became, sunk into

,-
after the 

energy of the Holy Ghost had ceased, when its 
life and power had crystallized into rites, forms, 
and organizations. Philadelphia, on the other 
hand, is presented to us in all its freshness and 
beauty, and hence elicits from the Lord nothing 
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but commendation and promised blessing. The 
Lord's eye and heart are both refreshed and 
gratified by this assen1bly. Another thing should 
be observed. Both Thyatira and Sardis are in
tensely ecclesiaatical, present theraselves in the 
world as public church organizations; whereas 
Philadelphia and, in a measure, Laodicea, are 
more moral states and conditions. Thi� will be 
seen more fully afterwards; only it will help to 
the interpretation if this is remembered. 

Coming to the letter to this assembly, we have, 
first of all, after the address, as in the others, 
the characters in which the Lord is presented : 
" Thf!se things saith He that is holy, He that is true, 
He that hath the lcey of David, He that openeth, 
and no 1nan shutteth; and shutteth, and no nutn 
opencth." ( v. 7.) The difference in this presentation 
from those already considered is at once perceiYecl. 
Here it is what He is in Himself, n1oral character, 
as might be said, exhibiting

J 
it is true, what the 

Lord is, but indicating also what this exhibition 
should produce in His people, if rather we may 
not say His requirements from those who would, 
in an evil day, meet His mind, and receive His 
approbation. As another has written, "It is His 
personal character, what He is intrinsically, holy 
and true, what the W 0rd displays and req nires, 
and what the word of God is in i tsclf-1noral 
character and faithfulness. Indeed, this last 
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·word -includes all-faithfulness to God within
and without, according to what is revealed, and
faithful to make good all He has declared." And
it should not be forgotten that this- presentation
of Himself is abiding, and, as such, declaring to
the saints of to-day that nothing which does not
answer to Him as the holy and the true can
command His .approval. "There must be what
suits His nature, and faithful consistency with
that W o:r:d which He will certainly mak� good."

Together with _this He possesses " the key of 
David ;" that is, as is plain from the scripture 
whence this figure is taken- (Isaiah xxiL 22), the 
power of administration. Outwardly He does 
not interfere, and to unbelief He might appear 
as utterly unconcerned as to the confusion and 
tun1ult around, as- He did to His disciples, when 
·sleeping in the boat while the storm was raging.
But He never surrenders His prerogative ; Ile
possesses the key of governn1ent, and it is He,
therefore, and He alone, "that openeth, and no
man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth."
What a consolation ! It might seem to be human
instrumentalities alone that often close the door;
if so to sight, they are but carrying· out His ·will,
though they themselves may be acting in the
flesh. The servant should not therefore attempt
to open a closed door; while, on the other hand,
if the Lord has opened it, he may peacefully rest
in the assurance that none can shut it,



PHILADELPHIA 91 

.

Having called attention to Himself and to His 
administrative povver, the Lord then addresses 
the angel of the assembly : " I know thy works : 

·behold, I have set before thee an open door, ancl no

11ia1i can shut it : for thou hast a little streng�h,

and hast kept my word, and hast not deniecl my

na11ie." (v. 8.) Inverting the order, we may, first,
dwell on the characteristics of this assembly, as
they ·form, in fact, the ground of the announced
·open door.

The· Lord's interest in the state of His people
is again declared by .. th� word, often considered
in these notes, ·,, I know thy works." Nothing
escapes His eye; and here indeed, as in the
Canticles, He has con1e into His garden to eat
His pleasant fruits. The.features mentioned may
not seem, at first sight, so greatly .attractive; anrl
yet it is these feeble expressions of the power of
the $pirit that delight the heart of Christ.

(1) "Thou hast a little strength." N otwith-:
standing that the Lord has only commendation 
to give to Philadelphia, there is no display of 
power and energy, as in Pentecostal days. The 
time for this, indeed, had long passed, and no\v 
feebleness, or little power, marked the condition 
of Philadelphian saints. It was of necessity 
so (we- speak of Philadelphia prophetical rather 
than th_e historical assembly), for while it is 
co1npletc ·and corporate, it yet, considering· its 
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co-existence with Thyatira and Sardis, n1ust have 
a remnant character. The natural mind, and 
even godly souls when uninstructed in the Word, 
long for the exhibition of power as in days of old ; 
but let all such learn, from this divine comn1u
nication, that, within the circle of that condition 
that meets the Lord's n1ind, as to this there never 
can be anything else than "a little strength." 

(2) "Thou hast kept my word." This is the
feature that ever delights the heart of our blessed 
Lord; and a feature, above all others, that 
distinguishes moral state. This may be seen 
from another scripture; "If a man love me, 
he will keep my word*," &c. (John xiv. 23.) 
Keeping His word means treasuring it up in the 
heart so that it moulds, governs, and produces 
obedience. The term "word," n1oreover, is very 
comprehensive; it includes the sum and substance 
of all the Lord's communications to His people. 
When therefore He says to Philadelphia," Thou 
hast kept my word," He signifies that this 
assembly prized it as their greatest treasure, 
and that they were corporately, and individually 
governed by, and in subjection to it; and that 
consequently He had His rightful place of 
supremacy in their hearts and in their 1nidst. 
Happy asse1nbly ! Would that there were more 
collective purpose of heart to win the same 
blessing and the same approval ! 

* It shoula he" wonl" and not, us in our translation," wonls.''
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(3) "And hast not denied my name." "Name,"
as usual in Scripture, is the expression of what 
Christ is, as revealed to I-Iis people, and will 
include therefore the truth · of His person and 
work, as well as His authority, as set forth 
by His full title, "Lord Jesus Christ." It is 
somewhat ren1arkable that it should be put in a 
negative form; but it was, and is, no sn1all thing 
to find, in the midst of declension, and even 
surrender of the truths of reden1ption, if not 
apostasy, those who were collectively keeping the 
Lord's word and not denying His name. The 
remnant in the midst of apostate Israel in the 
days of .Ahab are described in a similar manner 
as those who had not bowed the k�ee to Baal. To 
borrow another's language: "It seems little; but in 
universal decline, much pretension and ecclesiasti
cal claim, and many falling away to man's reason
ings, keeping the word of Hi1n that is holy and 
true, and not denying His name is everything." 

It is to this assembly in this condition that the 
Lord says, " I have set before thee an opened* 
door, and no man can shut it." This implies, as 
we gather, that wherever the condition here 
indicated is found, the Lord opens for such saints 
a door-a door for His testimony and service, 
and a door which He will keep open, whatever 

•· So it should be given. It is not a door standing open, but
one that the Lord has opened. It would have been closed had 
H� 11ot 01>�n�d it.
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the hostile cefforts · to close it. It was so in the 
Lord's own service in the midst , of Israel. To 
the oiltward eye, He had but little strength; He 
\Vas crucified in (EK) ·weakness, He lived by every· 
word t4at proc�eded out of. the mouth of God. 
He truly. did not deny His Father's name, and 
there was ever before Hin1, spite of the craft, 
malice, and enmity of man, an opened door. To 
Hiin the porter opened; and so now to all ,vho, 
in any mea�ure, possess the moral characteristics 
here given. We never therefore need to be 
anxious about open doors for service; our only 
concern should be to be i:r:i the state to be used, 
and then a door will always be opened, even 
though there be many adversaries. 

Promises follow. -The first concerns their 
ecclesiastical surroundings: "Behold, I ioill make 
them of the synag_ogue of Satan, which say they 
a1·e Jews, and are not, but do lie.; behold, I will 
make them to come and worship before thy feet, and 
to know that I have loved thee." ( v. �- Compare 
Isaiah lx. 14.) Who, then, are these claiming to 
be Jews? There can be little doubt that they 

are "th9se who found religion on ordinances and 
not on Christ," those who. are governed by tradi
tions, and ecclesiastical usages, and not by the 
word of God, those who make an "ecclesiastical 
pretension to a successional God·.: established 
religion." Not 'that these· say,- in so many words, 
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that they are Jews, but they do in effect, for they 
distinctly take Jewish ground in their sacerdotal 
orders, robes, rites, ceremonies, and temples, or 
" sacred" buildings. And these have al ways 
been, when the law permitted, the active perse
cutors· of those who, refusing the old traditions 
and usages, have sought to be guiqed alone by 
the word of God, and, when not so allowed, they 
have treated them with contu1nely and scorn. 
They clairr:i, through apostolic succession fron1 
Peter, who was the Jewish apostle, the apostle 
of the circumcision, to be the divinely established 
Church; but it is of these the Lord says, they 
are "of the synagogue of Satan," not exactly are 
it, but of it, they belong to the synagogue \vhich 
is morally under Satan's power. 

In this day all such are pro1ninently before the 
world, occupy to the world's eye the place of the 
Church, while those who with a little strength 
seek to keep ,tp.e- word of Christ, and not deny 
His name are, .if noticed, despised; but the tin1e 
is coming when these relative positions ,vill be 
reversed, and when those who are now exalted 
by their pretensions shall co111e and ",vor ·hip" 
before the feet of Philadelphia, and kno\v that 
she� has been the object of the Lord's love. 

Suab: co1nfo:vt does the Lord 1ninister to His 
fmue-hearted and afflicted people ! It was His 
ownii�ath.; contemned by the religious leaders of 
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His people, yea, rejected and crucified. Now He 
is the exalted One, and they will one day have 
to bow the knee at the na1ne of Jesus, and with 
their tongues confess that He is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. 

We have, in the next place, a promise of 
another sort : "Because thoii hast lcept the worcl of 
1ny patience, I also· will lceep thee fr01n the hoiir of 
teniptation, which shall come upon all the ivorld, to 
try theni that divell iipon the .earth." (v. 10.) The 
meaning of " the word of my patience" may be 
gathered from chapter i. 9. John describes him
self as "your brother, and companion in tribula
tion, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ." The whole of the present interval is 
the time of Christ's patience, for He waits at 
the right hand of God until His enemies shall 
be ·made His f oat-stool ; and He has taught His 
people this, "and given the word that in teaching 
directs the path and spirit and conduct of him 
that waits. They wait with Christ according to 
the word of His patience." This is a most 
blessed state of soul, for, unless we remember 
the character of the present moment, we are 
tempted to be impatient in the presence of the 
activities aud power of evil; but once call in the 
thought of Christ quietly waiting, and the fact 
that the longer He waits the more extended will 
be the day of grace, our souls being encouraged 
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will find rest in con1munion with Him. For this 
reason it was that Paul prayed for the Thessa
lonians that the Lord would direct their " hearts 
into the love of God, and into the patience* ·of 
Christ."' (2 Thess. iii. 5.) 

Philadelph.ia had enjoyed communion with the 
Lord in keeping the word of His patience ; and, 
oo an incentive to perseverance in this path, He 
ministers the suited pro1nise that He would keep 
her '' from the hour of terr1ptation, ·which shall 
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth." This "hour of trial," of which 
the Lord speaks, is not the unparalleled sorrows 
of which we read in Matt. xxiv., concerning 
which He says, "Except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but 
for the-elect's sake those days shall be shortened." 
(v. 22.) This is the Jewish tribulation, connected 
with Antichrist, and confined to Jerusalem and 
Judea; but the hour of temptation of our scrip-
ture (coincident as to time possibly, and even 
springing from similar causes, inasmuch as the 
head of the Western Empire and Antichrist are 
associated) is to come "upon the ·whole habitable 
world.'' The object of this permitted trial is "to 
try them that dwell upon the earth." This does 
not n1ean merely the inhabitants of the earth: it is n, 
moral expression to denote those who, as in Philip-

• "Patient waiting" is a paraphrase; the word is really
''patience'' or '' enJ.uri:rnco." 

G 
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pians iii., mind earthly things, those, in fact, who, 
having refused God's testimony, have their thoughts, 
affections, and desires, confined to, and bounded by,. 
this present world. 

But it is asked, Will not all God's people, the 
whole Church rather, be kept from _this hour of 
trial? Undoubtedly so, ·for indeed it will not 
arrive until after the Church is caught away to 
be for ever with the Lord. But the point is, as 
also in some respects in all the promises to the 
overcomers, that the needed encouragement for 
the saints in their special circumstances is thus 
ministered. The Lord had spoken of the word 
of His patience which Philadelphia had kept; 
and from this we gather, that this assembly 
existed, or, if we speak of prophetical Phila
delphia, does exist, in the presence of a large 
display, of the power of evil, and this called for, 
and tlu'ough grace they had exhibited, much 

· patience in intelligent fellowship with their Lord.
It was to them in these circu111stances the Lord
gave this promise, wherein He ren1inds them that
the time was coming when there ·would. be an
universal and almost unhindered display of evil;
but they should be kept out of it, because they
were riow keeping the word of His patience.
Thereby He 1ninistered present sustainn1ent and
consolation to their hearts, in reminding them that
in this future season of fiery trial they would have
found their eternal joy in H�s own presence.
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Still further encouragement follows-" Behold,* 
I c01ne q_uiclcly : hold that fast which thou hast, 

that no 1nan talce thy crown." ( v. 11.) This 
assembly is surrounded with evil of every kiucl. 
Jezebel holds undisputed sway in Thyatira, Sardis 
has a name to live and is dead, is corporately 
characterized by lifeless profession; and hence it 
needs no small fidelity and energy to cleave to 
the Lord and His truth in such circumstances. 
There are many seasons, in such a period as the 
present, ,vhen the subtle temptation presents 
itself, Is it any longer possible to maintain the 
honour of the Lord and His truth ? vVith all 
that calls itself Christian in opposition, might it 
not be better to pursue an inclividual path? It 
is to meet this wile of the enemy that. the Lord 
utters these ·words. He knows and sees the stress 
of the conflict ; and, as beholding it, He vvould 
cheer His faithful ones in the :E)rospect of His 
coming to maintain the struggle, even until their 
hands, like the hand of Eleazar the son of Doclo, 
are weary, ancl cleave to their swords. The force 
of the words is, "I am coining quickly ; hold fast 
what thou hast until I con1e, that no n1au take 
thy crown," the crown of my approbation and 
smile. It is as if one saw a ship·wrecked sailor 
clinging to a spar, and cried, "Hold on, I a111

con1ing ! " Blessed Lord, Thou seest the difficulties 

• The word "Behold'' should Lo omitted.
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of Thine own in keeping Thy word, . and not 
denying .Thy name ! Thou knowest all their 
feebleness, and how they are nearly overwhelmed 
by the rising waters around. l{eep them there£ ore 
ever in �ecollection of this word, that Thou art 
coming quickly, and thus strengthen their faith, 
and encourage their hearts. Only thus will they 
be kept fron1 losing their crown. 

We· have next the promise to the overcomer: 
"Hi11i that overcome.th will I 11ictke a pillar in the 
temple of my God, ancl he shal� go no more out : 
and I will w1�ite upon him the name of my God, 
and the name of the city of my God, which is new 
Jerusalem, which cometh clown out of heaven from 
111,,y God : and I will write upon him my neiv 
na11ie." (v. 12.) The character of the overcoming 
in this assembly is specially. to be observed. 
There is no evil indicated to be· withstood and 
overcon1e; it is not even perseverance in fidelity 
that is urged upon the saints, even at the cost of 
a martyr's death, as in Smyrna; but overcon1ing 
here is simply maintaining. "Hold that fast 
which thou hast;" "hi1n that overcon1eth," that 
is, in holding fast, "will I make a pillar," &c. 

It will also be noticed, that the promise to the 
overco�er has ref ere nee to Phil ad el phi a' s present 
condition. Here, it has little strength; the Lord 
would make the overcomer "a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he shall go no more out" -
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stability and permanence marking his condition 
in contrast with feeblen�ss here, and transitoriness. 
Here, keeping the word of Christ constituted the 
overcomer's crown, above with Christ, he should 
have written upon him "the name of my God," 
the expression of all that God is as revealed in 
Christ, and unfolded in His word ; " and the 
name of the city of my God, new Jerusalem," 
the display of God's glory in the Church in her 
glorified condition (see Rev. xxi. 10) ; "and my 
new name,'' for here the overcomer had not 
denied the name of Christ. My new name, " the 
name not known to prophets and Jews, according 
to the ·flesh, btit which He has taken as dead to 
this w9rld (where the fals8 assembly settles down), 
and risen into heavenly glory." It is intimate 
association with Christ, as shown from the 
repetition of the word" my," in every variety of 
His heavenly glory-in His own relationship to 
God, to the Church in her public display in ·glory 
as the dwelling-place of God, and in His own 
personal glorified condition as Man at the right 
hand of God. 

The proclamation, " He that hath an ear, let 

hirn hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches " 
( v. 13), closes the 1epistle; and well might we, in 
the presence of this gracious comn1unication, 
unite in fervent supplication, both for the hearing 
ear, and the understanding heart. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

LAODICEA. 

REVELATIO� iii. 14-22, 

EVERYTHING which God has entrusted to man in 
. 

. 

responsibility has utterly failed. Ada1n in para-
dise, Noah in the new earth, Israel under law,. the 
priesthood, prophets, and kings-all alike failed 
in their several positions. The Church, alas ! is 
no exception to the general rule ; for. in Laoclicea 
we behold·its final condition as esti1nated by H-im 
whose eyes, as He walked in the n1idst of the seven 
ca.n<llesticks, were as a flame of fire. And·, again, 
it should be reme1nbered that the root of the 
state of this assern bly is found in Ephesus-in 
the loss of her " first love." It was there the 
decline con1n1enced, and, ,vhatever the gracious 
interventions of God to recover His people, this 
decline continued, expressing itself, as we have 
seen, in various and widely different forms, until 
at length the lin1its of divine forbearance are 
reached, and the Lord declares His unalterable 
purpose of "spuing" the church, as the vessel of 
testi1nony, out of I-Iis mouth. He finally rejects, 
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as I-Iis witness, that which bears His name on 
the earth. 

It is this hopeless and now irremediable condi-
. . .  

tion 9f Laodicea which accounts for the special _ 
characters the Lord assumes in His presentation : 
"And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans* 
write ; These things saith the Am-en, the f aitlifnl 

and tr1u3 witness, the beginning of the creation of 

God." (v. 14.) All these characters express what 
the Church should have been for God in the 
world; but, having falsified every one of them, 
and thus become a false witness, the L?rd presents 
Himself as the One in whom they have all been 
verified and secured. God will have His glory 
maintaiI).ed. He will per1nit His people to have 
the privilege of making it good; but on their 
-failure, He will Hi1nself vindicate His own name.
(1) First, then, Christ is th_e "An1cn." The key
to the meaning of this word n1ay be found in
2 .Oor. i., where we read, "For all the promises of
God in Hin1" ( the Son of God, Jesus qhrist) "a�e
yea, and in ,Him Ail}.en, unto the glory of God by
us." ( v. 20.) That is, in Him is the affirmation,
and in Him is the confirmation, of the truth of
all that God has spoken. So here the Lord, as
the Amen, presents Hin1self as "the fulfihnent

* As a great deal has been made of the ·use of this word, it
m� be mentioned thnt the correct reading is'Laodicea, and not, 
a� in our version, Laodiceans. 
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and the verifier of all the promises of God." The 
Church, we repeat,. should have been this, but, 
having forgotten her heavenly calling, and the 
source of her power and blessing, she has found· a 
home in a scene where the Lord Himself was 

' 

rejected, and has, in this way, become the denial 
of, instead of being the An1en to, the promises of 
God. (2) Connected with being the Amen, Christ 
is also the faithful and true witness; and He ,vas 
that both concerning God and man. Here it is 
probably in the farmer aspect He is seen, as God's 
faithful and true witness. This, as before noticed 
in these papers, is, from the very figure of the 
golden candlestick used in the first chapter, what 
the Church was intended to be in this world. The 
apostle Paul therefore, writing to the Corinthian 
assembly, says, "Ye are n1anifestly declared to be 
the epistle of Christ." (2 Cor. iii. 3.) But how 
could an assembly that, in its own estimation, was 
rich, and increased with goods, and had need of 
nothing, be the faithful and true witness of Hi1n 
who, when down here, had not where to lay His 
head ? (3) He ,vas, n1oreover, "the beginning of 
the creation of God." Ada1n, the responsilJle 
man, was the beginning of the first creation ; but 
in the cross of Christ the first man came to his · 
end before God, he was for ever judged and set 
aside, a�1d has been once and for all superseded by 
the Second Man, the Lord from heaven. As soon 
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as Christ came in to the world He was the Second 
Man; but He did not take the place until He was 
risen from the dead, the Head now of a new race, 
as well as the Head of His body the Church .. It 
is Christ, therefore, as risen and glorified, who is 
the beginning of the creation of God, and it is to 
Him in this condition that the Church, the Church 
which is -His body, is united by the Holy Ghost 
sent down frqm heaven; and hence it is that the 
Church" ongl�t to have displayed the power of the 
new creation by the Holy· Ghost ; as if any man 
is in Christ it is a new creation, where all things 
are of God." Instead of that, as Laodicea 
testifies, she has become the expression of her own 
importance, covetousness, and earthly mindedness. 
What an immense consolation then it is, in such 
a state of things, to look upward and to find that, 
while everything has slipped from our grasp, to 
our own shan1e and confusion of face, God finds 
the perfect answer to all His own though ts of 
grace, and has secured all for His own beloved 
people, in Christ. 

The condition and judgment of Laodicea are no,v 
given-" I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nm· hot : I would thou wert cold or hot. So then 
because thou art lulcewarni, and neither cold nor hot, 

I VJi?l sp.ue thee out of my mouth." (irv. 15, 16.)
Though bearing the name of Christ, and presenting 
itself in the world as the church, such was its moral 
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condition; the -principal feature- of �hich was 
indifference, springing from the want of heart 
for Christ, and expressing itself in that spu:ri?us 
charity which regards all "religious" beliefs as 
alike good, provided there be sincerity! There is 
consequently lukewar111ness, no zeal ·for Christ, 
and no hatred of sin; but a n1ild self-complacent 
toleration of all, and of all things ; and con
nected therewith the substitution of humanity for 
Christ, and, as a consequence, philanthropy for 
religion. A.s was written long ago, "It would not 
renounce Christ, would keep up profession, would 
sacrifice nothing for Hi1n, it wou_lcl keep the 
Church's place ancl credit, y�a, claim it largely on 
piany grounds as a body; but spiritual power, in 
individual association of heart with Christ or 
trouble for Him, was gone." 

Such was-the condition of Laodicea as discerned, 
and infallibly discerned; by Christ; and it ·was 
nauseous to Him; He abhorred it, and therefore 
declares ir�evocably that Re ·will spue i� out of 
His mouth. He does_ not say when He will do 
so; but the decree has gone forth from His lips, 
and will never be recalled. I ts n;ieaning is, that 
He will totally, and for ever, reject t�e ass_y�:1l;>ly.;

as His public witness, His responsible_ lig4t-bearer; 
in the world. This is its prin1ary application; 
but J�u..rely every· individu,al may learn, both for 
instruction and warn�ng, that nothing, no state 
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or condition, is so displeasing to Christ as luke
war111ness or indifference. 

· The Lord, in the next place, exposes tho cause
of �he condition He conde1nns, and, though I-le 
has pronounced ju<lg1nent, He indicates the 
re1nedy: "]Jecause thou sayest, I ani 1·ich, ancl

increased with goods, and have neecl of nothing ; 
and !cnowest not that thou art wretched, ancl 
11iise.rable, and poor, and bl1:nd, and nalcecl: I

counsel thee to buy of nie golcl tried in the fire, 

that thou mayes_t be rich; and ivhite 1·aiment, 
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the sha1ne 
of thy nakedness do not appear ; and anoint thine 
eyes w#h eye-salve/:. that thoii 1nayest see." ( m,. 1 7, 
18.) As may be gathered fro1n Dent. viii., and 
other scriptures, the danger in the wilderness for 
_God'� people is that of n1tu·n1uring and unbelief; 
the danger in the land, ,vhen surrounded with 
blessings, is that of self-sufficiency and self
exaltation. It is into this latter clanger that 
Laodicea has fallen. Possessing all the light of 
the word of Goc.l, and familiar with the spiritual 
blessings which are the Church's acknowledged 
portion, she forgets the source of her wealth, and 
ascribes all to herself. It is she who is rich, and 
increased with goods, and has need of nothing. 

• This should read rnther, "And eye-salve to n.noint thino
eyes." The eye-salve must bo "bought" of Christ, equally 
with the golJ. nnd the white miment. 
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In other words,. she makes everything of man, 
and nothing of Christ-save to use His name for 
her own exaltation. "In Laodicea, all that they 
professed to have, all that man could estimate the 
value of, was false and human. I do not mean 
mere outward riches, but all that could give a 
larger pretension to wisdom and know ledge and 
learning, perhaps a pretended fuller vie\v of 
Christianity itself." 

.And what, beloved reader, exists to-day as the 
counterpart of this description? Nay, what is 
the Laodicea of to-day? It is, in one word, 
"rationalis1n "- that rationalism which is current 
under the name of Broad Church theology, and 
which, daily on the increase, occupies a large 
place in the Anglican Establishment, and has 
almost completely flooded whole fields of Dissent. 
For the teachers of this scliool bend all their 
efforts to eradicate the distinctive truths of 
Christianity; to rehabilitate the first man, not
withstanding he has for ever been judicially set 
aside in the cross of Christ ; and they are never 
weary of proclaiming that the light of reason, of 
their own minds, is all-sufficient to griide them, 
both in deciding what is the word of God, and 
also in. their journey through the mazes of this 
world. It is their perpetual boast that they are 
enriched with all the accumulated treasures of 
the science, philosophy, and civilization of the 
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nineteenth century, Yea, truly, according to 
their own estin1ate, they have need of nothing! 

But what is the estin1ate of Christ ? He says, 
"Thou art wretched, and 1niserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked;" and, n1ore than this, He says 
that Laodicea does not kno,v that she is in this 
miserable plight. ,iVhat a difference between 
the thoughts of Christ and those of this assembly! 
She clai.n1s superior knowledge; He says she is 
utterly ignorant. She revels in her fancied wealth 
and possessions ; He says that she does not possess 
one single thing. vVhich estin1ate then are we to 
accept? Ren1ember, dear reader, in answering 
this question, that the Lord had surveyed this 
assembly with eyes that ·were as a flame of fire, 
testing and penetrating into the real character of 
everything that met His gaze. Ren1en1ber, too, 
that it is He into whose hands all judgment has 
been committed. Can you doubt then which is 
the true verdict ? When will souls learn that 
man as man is vvretched and 1niserable, and poor 
and blind, and naked? And this assembly, by 
her vain self-sufficiency, her self-iinportance feel 
with ,pretended light from human sources, had 
got "off the ground of Christianity, an<l on to 
that of the world or natural n1an;" and hence 
her sad and lamentable condition. 

Nothing could show out more fully the Lord's 
tender grace and long-suffering than the counsel 
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He gives to Laodicea under these circu1nstances. 
She has turned wholly away fro1n Christ, except 
in profession; and yet He would fain draw her 
attention to Hin1sel£ as her only source of recovery. 
Let us then look at what He so graciously proffers. 
There are three things-· " Gold tried in the fire" 
-a well-known sy1nbol of divine righteousness,
,vhich in Christ, as has been rerr1arked by another,
is never separated from life; "white raiment,"
which, as n1ay be seen frorn chapter xix., sets
forth the righteousness of saints, the fruit of the
power of the Spirit following upon the possession
of, and . becon1ing God's righteousnes·s in Christ;
and the" eye-sc;.,lve," or unction from the· Holy One
(1 John ii. 20), which is the only source of spiri
tual perception and intelligence. The exhortation
"to buy" these things of Christ will be readily
understood in the light of other scriptures. (See
Isaiah lv. 1; Matthew xxv. 9, 10.) It is sin1ply
a figure of grace, buying c( ·without money and
without price."

Concerning the significance of this counsel of 
the Lord, we cannot forbear fron1 transcribing tho 
fallowing words : " They are the di vine gifts and 
power of Christianity in contrast wiLh ,vhaL 1uan 
possesses as 1nan, with that of whieh he uan say, 
' Gain to nie '-1nan's conscious possession of that 
which gives importance and value to man iu his 
own 1nind. . . . What \Vas wholly wanting was 
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what was divine and new in man .. , . They are 
specifically divine things connected with man's 
rejection and acceptance in Christ alone, to be 
had only in Christ and from Christ, and no,vhere 
else; not an in1provement of man, but what ,vas 
divine, found in and obtained from Christ."* 

Down to the end of verse 18 the Lord addresses 
the angel of Laodicea. In verse 19, in view of 
the po�sibility of individual believers being found 
in this corrupt assembly, He announces a general 
principle of His dealing with His people, and then, 
as standing outside, appeals for admittance to 
any one who should hear His voice. The prin
ciple then is, "As 1nany as I love, I rebuke and 

chasten: be zealous the1�ejore, and repent." ( v. 19.) 
That this principle is applicable to those in rela
tionship with Christ ( co1npare Job v. 17, 18 ; 
Proverbs iii. 11, 12 ; Amos iii: 2; Hebrews xii. 
5-8, &c.) will scarcely be questioned. It lies
indeed at the foundation of God's governmental
ways with His people in this world; and hence
the exhortation, "Be zealous therefore, and repent."
The Lord thus warns any of His people, as ,vell
as those who were only professors, that His rod
was already- lifted up, and that, unless there ,vere
repentance, He must let it fall for chastening and
rebuke. Ptecisely the same thing is seen in the

• Collected TVritings of J. N. D., vol. ii. Expo:sitory,
p. [,:24.
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discipline �e exercises at His table. (< If," says 
the apostle, ",ve would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged;" and again, "When we are judged, 
,ve are chastened of the Lord, that we should not 
be conde1nned with the ,vorld." (1 Cor. xi. 31, 32.) 
It is therefore out of the tenderness, out of the 
love of His own heart, that this warning proceeds. 
He never afflicts willingly ; but if His people 
continued deaf to His entreaties and appeals, He 
loves the1u too well to allow them to pass on 
unrebuked and without chastening. 

In the next verse we have, fi'rst, the position 
which the state of Laodicea has compelled Hiu1 
to assume: "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock."

( '2!· 20). The Church on earth is God's habitation 
through the Spirit, and yet we find in this scripture 
that Christ is constrained by the condition in which 
it has fallen to be outside. J ndgn1ent is not yet 
executed; He has not yet spued it out of His 
1nouth; but He has taken His place outside. So 
also we read in the Gospel of Matthew that, 
immediately on His passing judgrr1ent upon the 
temple and Judaism, in the wor�s, "Behold, your 
house is lef� unto you desolate," He "went out, 
and departed from the temple." (Matt. xxiii. 38 ; 
xxiv. 1.) It is the same with Laodicea; it has
become man's house, not God's - a testi1nony
therefore, not to Christ, but to man's own import
ance and self-sufficiency. In sorrow, aud, as we
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ln1ow from the analogous case of the departure 
of the glory fro111 the temple (Ezekiel x., xi.), 
reluctantly, the Lord, unable to bear longer, con
sistently with ·what He is, with the moral corrup
tion and perversion of the truth, which had 
become associated on earth with His Holy nanle:, 
,vent forth, and for ever took His place outside 
of the professing church. And let it not be

overlooked that, even though Laodicea may not, 
so· far, be fully developed, the Lord may act iri 
this manner, even now, in respect of individual 
assemblies. · If one of these falls morally iuto 
correspondence with Laod1cea the Lord could not 
sanction it by His presence in the 1nidst, for iri 
such a case the saints could no longer be said to 
be gathered unto His na1ne. 

If, however, the Lord has definitively taken His 
place o�tside of Laodicea, He has not abandoned 
any of His �wn who, failing to discern that th� 
Lord has departed, 1nay still be- inside. Hence 
He says, '' Behold. I stand at the door, ancl l�nock.'
Full of long-suffering and grace I-Ie waits upon 
any who may have been carrie·c1. a way by the 
seductions around then1, lulled to sleep by the 
atmosphere in which they have been living, and 
with urgent appeals seeks to arouse thern out of 
their lethargy. 

He thus stands at the door, the door closed 
upon Himself, and knocks, if perchance any true

H 
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hearted but slothful saint, like the bride in the 
Canticles (chap. v.) may respond. Should there 
be even one such as may hear His voice and open 
the door, He says, "I will corne in to him, and will 

· sup with him, and. he with me." (v._20.) The order
of the possible_ r�sponse is to be observed. There
is first. hearing His voice, and then qpening the
door. Now, the bride heard His voice, but lacked
the energy to open the door until it was too late ..
It is not enough therefore to hear His voice;
many believers, found, alas ! in evil associations,
do this, but ren1ain where they are; and so it
might be with saints in Laodicea, unless indeed
in His mercy the Lord lays hold of them, as the
angels did Lot in Sodon1, and co1npels them to
open the door.

The door being opened (" if any man . . . open 
the do01· "), how rich the blessing realized. First, 
"I will con1e in to him "-not into Laodicea; its 
doom is sealed ; but in to hin1, to hin1 who, by 
grace, had opened the door. And coming in He 
will manifest all His grace. "I will sup with 
hin1 ; " that is, "I will con1e down to where he 
is, and have fellowship with him in his things." 
How wondrous His condescension! But if He 
first will sup with him who has opened the door, 
it is that He may lead him up into the higher 
blessedness of supping with Hitnself, of having 
fellowship with Hirn in His things, con1munion 
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with Hbnself, the most exalted privilege, though 
intended for every saint, and the most blissful 
enjoyment that any can possess whether in time 
or in eternity ; for it is the realization of our 
perfect association· and fellowship with Christ. 

The promise to · the overcomer is of a very 
different chara�ter from that in Philadelphia. It 
is, " To hi1n that overcometh will I grant to sit with 

me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am 

set dov;n ivith 111,y Fathe1· in -His throne." (v. 21.j 
Overcoming here would be hearing the voice of 
Christ, and opening the door to Him ; for this 
involves a judgment of the Laodicean condition, 
and separation from it 111orally. Every one then, 
thus o�ercoming, should sit with Christ in His 
throne. He Hirnself had overcome (see John xii. 
31, xvi. 33, though this be not all that He over
came), and was set down with His Father in His 
throne ; and, in like manner, the overcon1er in 
Laodicea should sit with Hiin in His throne. It 
is promised association with Himself in the 
public display of glory in the kingdom. Infinite 
grace surely, and yet a very different character of 
blessedness from the intimate and heavenly 
association with Hi1nself, promised to the Phila
delphian overcomer. Both alike are the gifts of 
His grace, but the gifts are manifestly in relation 
to the path and testin1ony of each while upon the 
earth, in the scene of the Lord's rejection. 
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Finally, a:s · in the three previous·· communica
tions, the procla111ation to him th�t "hath an ear" 
closes the letter. And this proclamation is still 
-s9unded out, with increased energy, an1ong the
people of God. Oh that it 1night both find and
create n1any an opened ear, that, the hearers
rousjng themselves fro1n their supineness and
indifference, n:i�y listen to "what the 1':J_pirit saith
�rito the �hurches;" an1 that, through grace, they·
n1ay recetve strength to test all they are connectecl
with by the unerring standard of the living
Word; so that, taking their place apart from the
evil, they may have girded loins and burning
lights while awaiting the Lord's return.
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THE STORY OF A DEAF MUTE. 
· To which is.added-a Brief Sketch of a Deaf, Dumb, and Blind Girl_.

Crown 8vo: 107 pares. LimJ,- Cloth. 1s. 6-i. ·

H PEACE AND DBLIVERANCE." 
By C, H. M. and Other Writers. 

In Large Type for the Aged, etc. 

Fcap. 8vo. 294 pages. Cloth Boards. 2s. 6d. 

EIGHT LECTURES ON PROPHECY. 
�y SMITH and TROTTER. 

New Edition. Cloth. Prz're Is. 6d. 

H PEACE 'AND ACCEPTANCE/' 
A volume in extra large print, Takfng up the subjects of Peace with God 

-Rest of Heart-Acceptance-God as our Father and Being in Christ.
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