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It has often been said that in the Old Testa ... 
ment the New lies hid, and that in the New 
Testament the Old lies open. Truer words were 
never uttered, for the New Testament reveals the 
Christ of God-the Key to all Scripture-and with 
Christ ever before us as the Key and Pattern of the 
entire Word of God, the Bible becomes not only a 
new, but a '' Living Book.'' 

As a child fumbling with a hundred ... piece Zig ... 
Saw puzzle, having lost the Key picture; so is man 
if he attempts to explain or understand the Scriptures 
apart from Christ. Give the Child the Picture clue, 
and all is simple. Bring Christ into the Picture of 
Bible Exposition-Rightly divide things that differ 
-and the wonderful Structure, exact precision and
marvellous detail of the types and Shadows not only
become absorbingly interesting, but they so grip the
heart and soul that life becomes entirely transformed
to the one who thus sees and realises that a Divine
Author is behind the Book, and that He still lives
to--day in the hearts of all those who put their trust
in Him.
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Before long a uniformity of truth, and a care ... 
fully devised plan throughout the entire Scripture, 
dawns upon the soul, and he or she begins to search 
even more carefully into the wonderful hidden things 
of the Word of God. One of the first discoveries 
then made is that-Genesis-the first book of the 
·Bible, is a kind of '' seed-plot '' of the whole, for
therein is seen, in miniature, a remarkable portraying
in type of the great truths revealed later on in the
volume, and only in the Light of the New Testament
are they in any way understandable.

But perhaps we have not even yet realised to 
what a wonderful extent, not only the book of 
Genesis itself, but the very first chapter of Genesis, 
portrays God's Plan of the Ages. There is in this 
remarkable first chapter of the Bible sufficient food 
for study for some considerable period, and no 
matter how many times one has " looked into " it, 
there is always something fresh to discover. 

When on a clear night the heavens are con
templated in their vastness of expanse, and the 
moon and stars in their brilliancy, a scene of 
wondrous magnificence and beauty is beheld ; but 
the powers of the natural un ... assisted eye are limited, 
and beyond noticing their order and arrangement, no 
further discoveries can be made. 

When, however, a powerful telescope is 
directed to these same heavens, how marvellously the 
number of the stars appears increased, and what 
beauties and perfections, hitherto unthought of, are 
revealed! 

So, in the contemplation of the Works, and 
Word of God, unaided reason may indeed discover 
much to admire; but there is a limit to its power 
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beyond which it cannot pass. Divine revelation, 
like the telescope, not only makes known fresh 
truths, but gives an insight into spiritual and 
heavenly realities, such as " eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 

t' 

man. 

Again, there are minute bea'uties to be dis
covered in the objects of nature; but here, too, the 
power of the natural eye has its limits, yet the 
microscope will discover wonders before unthought. 
of. In the telescope, the refracting lens, or the 
reflecting mirror, concentrates to a focus the image 
of the object contemplated, thus bringing it near : 
the eye glass of the telescope, like the microscope .. , 
magnifies the image reflected. 

Revelation, like the telescope, portrays the 
spiritual and heavenly wonders of Divine truth on 
the page of the inspired Scriptures, thus bringing 
them within our -reach: and spiritual study of the 
Sacred word, like the eyeglass of the telescope, 
expands and unfolds its hidden beauties with 
microscopic power. Revelation is the telescope ; 
spiritual study the microscope. 

As in the time of Galileo men refused to look 
through his telescope, lest their preconceived notions 
should be refuted, so the sceptic refuses the aid of 
revelation; faith uses it, and sees wonders of pro
vidence and grace brought to light through its 
instrumentality. 

We shall then spend a little time together 
looking carefully at this '' Plan of Creation's 
Architect," seeking to unfold in some small 
measure how it portrays for us not only 
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(I) God's entire plan of the Ages, but also
(2) A Picture of the Patriarchs of the Book

of Genesis, and also
(3) The Life History of the Child of To-day.

A threefold cord is not quickly broken, and if

this study proves to be a strong enough cord to bind 
our hearts closer to the Living, and the Written, 
Word, the Author•� effort will not have been in 

•. 

vam. 

The same Divine, eternal Spirit, who, as the 
finger of God, garnished the heavens, caused every 
letter to be written on the inspired page (compare 
Ps. viii. 3- with Job xxvi. 13-); for '' All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God '' (2 Tim� 
iii. 16), or is God-inspired, literally, God-breathed.

And sooner may the stars be blotted from the
firmament than " one jot " or .. one tittle ,. of 
Scripture fail (Matt. v. 18 ; xxiv. 3 5). Human 
copyists may make mistakes, but the words originally 
written by the Spirit of God on the sacred page are 
lasting as eternity, and firm as the pillars of the 
universe. '• The Scripture cannot be broken. '' The 
u jot " here mentioned is the .. hod," the smallest 
letter in the Hebrew alphabet; and the • • tittle '' is 
that minute projection which distinguishes between 
two Hebrew letters otherwise similar. 

When the microscope is applied to the finest 
works of human art, imperfections are discovered, 
and the higher the power applied, the greater and 
more numerous will these imperfections appear. Not 
so with the works of God in nature; the more 
tborough the microscopic investigation, the more 
will the wonders, beauties, and perfections before 
hidden, become apparent. The same observations 
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will apply to human compositions, on the one hand, 
and the inspired word of God on the other. 

First let us observe three divisions in 
Chapter:-

(A) Verse 1 , which stands grandly alone.
(8.) Verses 2-13. Covering Days J ... 3.

(C) Verses 14-31. Covering Days 4-6.

our 

The first Verse stands grandly alone as the 
stately Portal to the entrance of a noble structure, 
and there is nothing like it in the entire realm of 
literature. A record of the greatest event in this 
world's history-Save the Cross-stated clearly, 
concisely and simply in ten words of the Authorised 
Version. Here we have the 

RECORD OF CREATION. 

The rest of the Chapter is the record of a 

RE-CREA TI ON, 

as we shall see later, but we must carefully notice, 
in passing, the twofold division marked at the third 
day, by God TWICE saying, 0 And God saw 
that it was good '' ; and at the end of the sixth 
day, by His saying that it was all " Very Good. u

That there is a marked link between the cor
responding pair of each of these triads becomes 
evident when we set them down together thus �-

I st Day. Light. 
2nd Day. Firmament Waters. 
3rd Day. Earth and Fruitbearing. 
4th Day. Lights. 
5th Day. Fowls and Fish. 
6th Day. Cattle and Man. 
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The first three days appear to have been occu
pied with putting right the state in which the earth 
was found in Verse 2-WITHOUT FORM; 
whilst the last three days were occupied in filling up 
that VOID of which Verse 2 also speaks. 

These in their turn are surely but pictures of 
that which God does for every one of His believing 
people, for from a shapeless mass of corruption He 
first takes us and makes us again-Re-creates by 
the New Birth, and then, having Re-made us, He 
undertakes Himself the task, by His Holy Spirit, of 
filling our lives with every spiritual blessing ; for we 
are indeed His workmanship created in Christ Jesus 
unto Good Works (Eph. 2.) 

Andrew Jukes comments upon this truth in the 
foil owing language :-

, ' The work of creation has two great parts; 
the work of the first three days answering to, and 
yet remarkably differing . from, the work of the last 
three. In each half the order is alike, and the part 
of creation touched is the same. The difference is, 
that in the first three days the work is bounding and 
dividing; in the last three, furnishing and adorning. 
In the first three days a separation takes place 
between, or is caused by, that which is created of 
the Lord, and that which is proper to the creature, 
by which, what is natural to the creature, is 
restrained and bound : then the character of each is 
marked by a name bestowed on each, the creature 
being thus made to know the thoughts of God. On 
the first day light shines out, ahd is divided from 
the darkness. Thus darkness at once receives a 
bound. Then the light and darkness have each a 
name bestowed : ' God called the light, Day, and 
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the darkness, Night.' On the second, the expanse 
comes into bound and divides the waters : then 
comes its name : ' God called it, Heaven.' On the 
third, the earth appears, and is divided by God in 
like manner. Thus far the work is dividing and 
bounding. In the next three days the order is the 
same, but the work is furnishing. In these days we 
do not find the expression used ' God called,' but 
' God made ' ; this latter half of the week being 
throughout, perfecting. '' 

All this is yet fulfilled in regeneration, and will 
be apprehended by those who press on to '' the 
perfect man. ' ' Half the process is bounding ; a 
dividing in the creature between that which is of 
self, and that which is of God. At this stage we 
are submitting to have what is natural to us 
restrained, and thus learning to distinguish His work 
from what is ours in us. At the same time we are 
taught' to call things as God calls them. After this, 
after the third day, when resurrection power is 
known (for on. the third day, here as elsewhere, 
resurrection comes out clearly), the work is to adorn 
or perfect rather than to divide and bound. Light, 
and heaven, and earth, now are not only dis
tinguished from their opposites; but each gets 
furnished with the life or light suited to it. At this 
stage we perceive " God niade," for, as the work 
proceeds, it is more and more seen that all is done 
by God. From the first God had said, " Let there 
be,'' and '' It was so '' ; but now it is seen, not 
only that " He spake and it was done," but further 
that " He did it." Equally true is it that advance 
in grace shows that all things are of God, and that 
only of His own do we give Him. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE FACT OF CREATION. 

'' In the beginning God (Plural) Created 
(Singular) the Heaven and The Earth.'' 

-(Gen. 1, 1 .) 

Genesis is a Book of Beginnings, from first to 
last, and what could be more appropriate than that 
its very first words should be 

'' IN BEGINNING-GOD." 

Beyond this, man is unable to go into the 
impenetrable past of Eternity, unless it be in that 
one isolated reference of John 1 , 1 :-

'' In the Beginning was the Word and the 
Word was WITH God, and the Word was God. 
The same WAS in the Beginning with God.'' 

Before ever Creation WAS, God WAS ; the 
Word WAS; and the SPIRIT of God WAS. 
The ever self-existent Trinity-Three in One. 

Prov. 8, 22, to the end, and Heb. 1, 10-12, 
are: very helpful verses in this connection. 

The title here employed by the Holy Ghost, 
·the first by which God reveals Himself to man, is
" Elohim," the plural of " Eloah;• expressive of
Trinity in unity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
in the unity of the Godhead.

There are three distinct Hebrew words which, 
in the Authorized Version, are all rendered by the 
one word God. First, •·• El," the Strong One., 
tbe First Great Cause of all (singular); second, 
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" Eloah," the Supreme Object of worship 
(singular); and third, '' Elohim '' (plural). 

Previous to the period marked in Gen. 1 , 1 , 
" In beginni�g," God, the Elohim, the Triune 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, existed alone. 
When the angels were brought into being we are 
not inf armed. The subject here is not the beginning 
of intelligent creation, but the creation of the 
material universe out of nothing. 

While, as we have said, " Elohim " is in the 
plural, '' created '' is in the singular number, 
beautifully expressive of Trinity acting in unity. We

may compare this with Eccles. 12, 1 , " Remem
ber now thy CREA TORS '' (plural), for so it i5 
in the original . 

The word rendered '' created ' ' in Gen. 1 , 1 , 
signifies '' to bring into existence out of nothing.'' 

0 

Through f.aith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God, so that things 
which are seen, were not made of things which do 
appear.'' There are three Hebrew words em
ployed in this connection-" Bahrah,"' to create out 
of nothing ; '' Hahsah,'' to make out of existing 
materials (Gen. 1 , 7) ; '' Y ah tsar,•• to form or 
fashion, as the potter moulds the clay (Gen. 2, 7). 

Gen. 1 , 1 , speaks of CREA Tl ON ; subse
quent verses of MAKING and FORMATION, 
except when speaking of the creation of MAN, for 
creation also means the production of something 
altogether new. 

In creation, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
acted together ; and in fact there is a Divine order 
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of operation in the works of God. The Father 
originates, and accomplishes through the Son, by 
the Holy Spirit. 

It is · • by faith we apprehend." I doubt 
\vhether it lies in the power of man's mind to con
ceive creation; it is a thought which can only be 
entertained really by faith. 

Man's mind leaves God out, and wearies itself 
in endless speculations; faith brings Him in, and 
everything is simple. No one need be afraid that 
discoveries of geology, or any other science, will 
ever shake the truth of this chapter. It is God's 
record, and all true science will be found to b� in 
harmony with it. 

Step aside from the simple plain path of faith, 
and the fact of Creation becomes one of man's 
greatest stumbling blocks. How? Why? What? 
�and a thousand other questions all arise and 
press for reason and explanation, but if we would 
UNDERSTAND these things there is but one 
Royal road-a road which never leads astray-and 
that is the road of FAITH. '' By Faith WE 
understand.'' That Faith which is the implicit trust 
of a child in its Father; for we as children of God 
have a Father who can never lie and because all He 
says is true, our trust, or Faith, in His Word can 
never be belied. Our attitude to the great and 
mighty truths of God's word should ever be that we 
believe them, simply and solely, because God says 
so, and that is a sufficient answer for all comers. 
Let whosoever will call us fools for so doing, we 
will willingly continue fools " for Christ's sake," 
knowing that-
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.. The preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and wi II bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 

Where is the wise ? where is the scribe ? where is the 
disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? 

For after that in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. " 

-(1 Cor. 1, 18-21 and 25.) 

Beloved Christian reader, whenever you meet 
with any difficulty in the Scriptures which you cannot 
" see " or understand, just " Believe it.,. Say 
thus to yourself, " My Father says this, so I must 
believe it:' and you will soon find that " By faith 
we UNDERSTAND:' Salvation came to us this 
way, and so will all other blessings-'' By 
Faith." Paul says, " The life which I now live in 
the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God Who 
loved me and gave Himself for me." (Gal. 2, 20.) 

" In the Beginning " speaks of a time without 
a date, and is indicative of an indefinite and bound
less past, the antiquity of which is beyond the com
putations of man. 

Geologists tell us that the various strata of the 
earth must have taken millions of years to form, and 
this verse does not contradict that statement. It 
simply affirms that at a period in the dateless past, 
which it calls '' In the beginning,'' '' God created 
the heaven and the earth.'• 
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The first date recorded in the word of God is 
in Genesis 5, 3; and the point of time from which 
it is reckoned is the creation of man-not the 
creation of the world. 

We can safely assume that the work of Re
Creation began five days before the Creation of 
Man, which was about 4,000 years before Christ, 
but no man can measure the timeless gap between 
God's original Creation of Verse 1 , which was 
Perfect and complete, and the utter chaotic condi
tion in which we find it in Verse 2. If the 
Scientist and Geologist, or any other Human 
Professor, wishes us to allow thousands or even 
millions of years for any of his pet theories or fancies 
there is ample room, and more beside, between 
Verses 1 and 2 of Genesis 1 . We just do NOT 
know what length of time intervened, nor when the 
original creation was. It was in the Undated past. 
It is sufficient for us to know 

(1) That it WAS created,

(2) That God (Elohim) created it, and

(3) That He created it Per/eel.

He hath made the earth by Hi, power. He hath 
established the world by His wisdom, and hath stretched 
out the heavens by His discretion.-(Jer. 10, 12.) 

'' For thus saith the Lord that created the 
Heavens ; God Himself that formed the earth and 
made it; He hath established it, He created it not 
in Vain (without form)." (Isa. 45, 18.) 

The word translated '� In Vain,•' in our 
Authorized Version of Isa. 45, 18, is the same 
word in the original as '' Without Form '• of 
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Gen. I, 2, so God'·s Word, which is always its 
best interpreter, assures us that God did not create 
this world as we find it in Gen. 1 , 2, '' without 
form and void.9' All His work is Perfect, as other 
scriptures abundantly confirm. 

• � Stand ·still and consider the Wondrous
Works of God-the Wondrous works of Him who 
is Perfect in Kno,vledge. •• (Job 37, 14-16.) 

u He is the Rock, His Work is Perfect.'' 
(Deut. 32, 4.) 

'' As for God His Way is Perfect.·• (2 Sam. 
22, 3 I.) 

Whether it be His Knowledge (Omniscience)., 
His Work (Omnipotence), or His Way (Omni
presence), all is Perfect, and blessed be His Name, 
He has promised to •• Perfect that which con-

h 
', cernet me. 

" It doth not yet appear what we shall be : 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is ... 
(I John 3, 2.) 

If then, God created this world perfect, what 
was the cause of the Chaos of Gen. 1 , 2?. We 
note, first of all, that the fourth word of Verse 2, 
translated u WAS," should read " became," as 
it is exactly the same word as that used for Lot's 
Wife in Gen. 19, 26, when she " Became " a 
Pillar of Salt. 

• • And the earth ' became ' without form and.d , ,
VOl 
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It is significant that " The Heavens ., are here 
omitted. 

Whatever catastrophe occurred seems to have 
effected '' The Earth '' only. Further, there was 
no regenerative power present. The whole scene 
was dead and lifeless, with no possibility of ever 
getting any better, and without a single ray of Light 
or hope, apart from God Himself. That this is 
precisely Man's state and condition as before God 
must be abundantly clear to the most casual reader, 
and we shall consider this more fully in a later 
chapter, but -as in the case of man, his fallen condi
tion came about as the result of sin, ·so it would seem 
that the chaotic state of the earth found in Gen. 
1 , 2, was likewise caused through sin on the part 
o1 another, or others, of God's creation. Upon this 
we cannot be too definite in detail, as Scripture says 
little about it, but what it does say is sufficient for 
us to know that there was a usurping of God's 
Authority on the part of Lucifer, or Satan as we 
know him, and that he was cast down from a high 
and exalted position to one of lower degree because 
of his transgression and sin, and we have every reason 
to believe, in view of the chaos that the Devil 
caused in Eden, that such an act was enough to 
upset God's original and perfect creation to such an 
extent as is evidenced by our text. 

Ezekial 28, 11 -1 5, gives us a wonderful 
portrayal of one under the title of the King of 
Tyrus, who was in Eden, the Garden of God, 
attired in every precious stone ; known also as the 
anointed Cherub, perfect in his ways-till iniquity 
was found in him. .2 Peter 2, 4, also tells us that 
some of the Angels \Vho sinned were cast down .to 
Hell. 
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Eph. 6. 1 2, adds that to-day 
0 We wrestle not against Resh and blood. but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places'' 

Satan• s one aim and object from the Fall to the 
Revelation has been to usurp God's authority, and 
take His place as the centre of Worship. Consider, 
for example, the New Testament, from the Tempta
tion in the Wilderness to the Image of the Beast 
yet to be set up. 

But perhaps it is to Isaiah's prophecy that we 
need turn for our greatest enlightenment, and there 
in C. 14, 12-1 5, we read 

"How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of 
the morning t how art thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations 1 

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 
sides of the north : 

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will 
be· like the most High. 

Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of 
the pit." 

To which our Lord adds his own confirmatory 
word in Luke 10, 18 :-

" I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
H 

'' eaven. 

This will provide sufficient evidence for us to· 
be assured that the desire of Satan to be • •As

God " caused his being cast out of Heaven and, 
in all probability, the ruining of God's o�iginal fair 
Creation just as his subtle temptation to Eve to be 
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.. As God " caused the f.all of Man-God's 
perfect creation-and the marring yet again of God's 
wonderful handiwork. 

However, as the Potter of Jeremiah's day 
(J er. 18, 16) took the Vessel which had been 
marred in his hand, and made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the Potter to make it, so 
our Maker has undertaken, not only the " Making 
Again '' of his fair Creation as the remaining verses 
of our Genesis 1 are now about to describe to us, 
but, blessed be His Name, He has also undertaken 
to " Re-Make " fallen man, and by His wonderful 
work of Regeneration in the New Birth He makes 
of us truly, another Vessel as seems good to Him
self to make. ' ' A vessel unto honour meet for the 
Master's use,'' and like unto His own beloved Son. 

Thus we come to the PLAN AND

PURPOSE of Creation's Architect, and I think 
we should now be in a position to see in this 
remarkable first chapter of Genesis a wonderful 
portrayal and foreshadowing of 

(1) God's Plan of the Ages,

(2) His Regenerative work for the individual
soul who places his or her life entirely in
His able Hands.

16 



CHA.PTER Ill. 

THE TELESCOPIC VIEW. 

� 

As we come then to carefully study our Plan, 
-'' The Plan of Creation's Architect '' -we 
shall consider it first as God's entire plan of the 
Ages, and then later in the other two aspects 
mentioned in Chapter I. 

Being a Plan we shall expect, of course, to find 
everything in miniature, upon a reduced scale as 
it were, but on the other hand extremely accurate, 
and such we shall find ; bowing with adoring 
worship and wonder at any detail which to us 
may still remain obscure being assured that our 
feeble and finite understanding is the cause of any 
such obscurity and believing that the day will yet 
come when, with minds more in accord with the

infinite, we shall see in increasing beauty and 
wonderful clarity the fineness of the perspective 
of the plan which today we only begin to under
stand. 

That God's dealings with mankind have been 
in stages, qr circles, none will deny; and whatever 
degree of Bible Study we may have made, we 
have in our earliest days discovered that there are 
" Dispensations," "Ages," or " Days " men
tioned in Scripture, each of which cover a specified 
period of Man's history, although often overlap
ping one another, at the close of one period, and 
the beginning of another. 
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Lest there should be any misunderstanding in 
my reader's mind, let me make it perfectly clear, 
first of all, that the actual days of Re--creation them-

selves, as recorded in Genesis I, we have every 
reason to believe were days of 24 hours' duration, 
each \\Tith an evening and morning as stated (Ex. 
20, 8-11 ), but the u Days " or periods they 
represent on the Plan are of varying duration and 
are not necessarily all of a uniform number of 
years. 

The word ''Age,'' '' Ages '' ·and '' This 
Present Age," occur frequently in the New Testa
ment, and often is it translated " World " in 
such passages as 

'' This present evil World (Age) '' 
(Gal. 1, 4.), 

"' Lo I am with you always even unto the 
end of the World (Age) '' 

(Matt. 28, 20), 
'' The Harvest is the end of the world 

(Age)" (Matt. 13, 39). 

" The Day of the Lord," " The Day of 
Judgment," " The Day of Salvation,'' " The 
Day of Vengeance,'' and • • The Day of Christ,'' 
are all expressions akin to the one we are consid
ering, and speak of some specific "Age '• or 
u period of time " in God's dealings with Man. 

Eph. 3, 3 .. 5 and 11, and Eph. 2, 7, and other 
Scriptures might be studied in this connection, for 
a knowledge of this Divine •' Plan of the Ages,'• 
and of the prominent characteristics of each age, 
furnishes to the student of God's Word, a great 
help to the comprehension of it as a Divinely 
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planned organic whole. The Holy Scriptures 
have a structure, exhibiting, when seen and com
prehended even imperfectly, the same perfection of 
wisdom in design, and of skill in execution, that 
characterizes all His glorious and wonderful works. 

On the other hand, without a knowledge of the 
dispensational divisions of the course of time, and 
of the chief peculiarities of each dispensation, the 
Scriptures must appear a confused and incoherent 
mass, put together without regard to any definite 
plan or method of arrangement. 

Heb. 9, 26, reads : " But now, once in the 
end of the age, hath Christ appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." 

It is at once apparent that the "Age" spoken 
of in this passage is not the present age in which 
our lot is cast, but the PRECEDING Age, the 
Age of law and of Israel. '• He was mad� 
under the law,'' whilst you and I live in the 
" Day " of God's Grace. 

An interesting comparison with this thought is 
found in John 10, verse 2, where we find Christ 
entering the Jewish fold by Way of the Door, and 
yet in verse 7 Himself becoming the Door into 
the Fold of the Church of God. This illustrates 
very simply and clearly how one dispensation 
merges into the next. So then we have very soon 
discovered two of God's Ages or Dispensations, 

(I) that of '' Law,'' covering Israel's _His
tory from the call of Abraham to the
end of that age (around the Crucifixion 
of Christ, and the Stoning of Stephen), 
and 

(2.) the Age of '' Grace '' from the Advent of 
the Saviour to the coming of the Lord 
FOR His Saints. 
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The Epistle to the Ephesians speaks of the 
"Ages to come " (Eph. 2, 7), and tells us (in 
Eph. I, 2 I) that our Lord Jesus Christ is exalted 
above every name, not only in this Age, but also 
in that which is to come. Doubtless ref erring to 
the " Millenial Reign." 

But the Book of Revelation makes it equally 
clear that between this Age of "Grace" and the 
'' Millenial Age '' there is to be a '' Day of 
Judgment. ' ' An undefined period, extending 
from Rev. 4 to Rev. 19, and covering the period 
from the Coming of the Lord /or His Saints, 
until His Return in Power with them. In this 
"Age of Judgment,. comes the Armageddon, and 
the " Time of Jacob's Trouble " or " Great 
Tribulation '' from all of which the Church of 
God will be exempt as our Plan will unfold to 
us later. 

We have thus discovered /our of God's 
''Ages'' or Dispensations 

(I} The Age of Law, 
(2) The Day of God's Grace,
(3) The Day of Judgment,
(4) The Millenium.
I would ask your special attention to this

sequence of the ages, because there is a very 
general impression among some Christians that our 
"Age " is to be followed immediately by the 
" Millennial Age." There is a tendency to over
look, or to reduce to a very short period, the 
" Day of Judgment," which is to intervene. But 
an attentive study of the Scriptures which speak of 
this interval between the removal of the Church of 
Christ to meet the Lord in the air ( 1 Thess. 4, 16, 
17 ; John 14, 3) and the coming of Christ with 
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His saints in glory (2 Thess. 1 , 7, 8; 2, 8; Rev. 
19, 11) will show that it will be a period of 
extended duration. Many and great events are to 
transpire in that "Age." Nations are to rise; 
ancient cities are to be rebuilt ; the Jews are to be

re-established in their own land and become a 
great people ; the Temple is to be rebuilt, and 
Temple ritual resumed ; the apostasy and rebellion 
of man is to reach a climax in the worship of the 
Man of Sin, u that Wicked . . . whom the 
Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of His com
ing. '' The length of this next ensuing ''Age'' 
-the " Day of Judgment "-has not been
revealed to us, but enough has been said about it
in Scripture to show that it will be an extended
period.

As Eternity will follow the Millenium we 
thus come to the end of God's Dispensations that 
way, and it but remains for us to discover the 
''Ages'• which preceded that of the Law. 

Of course the first must be that of Adam and 
his immediate successors to whom God said in 
Gen. 1 , 28 : '' Be fruitful and multiply and re
plenish the earth and subdue it,'' a scripture 
which by the way seems to fairly clearly indicate 
that God's original Creation had been inhabited 
and governed by some Creature from God's hand, 
other than mankind, and it is surely within the 
bounds of human reason to think that the Angelic 
host may have ruled here and held sway, prior 
to man's Creation, and prior to their own fall from 
their high and exalted position. 
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Gen. 6, 7, gives us the close of this first dis
pensation by the utter destruction of man, at the 
flood; and in the eight souls saved by the Ark we 
have those who were to again replenish the �arth 
and begin God's second dispensation. The re
markable likeness between Gen. 1, 28, and Gen. 
9, 1 , cannot be overlooked. 

To Adam and Eve God said, 

'' Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth.'' (Gen. 1 , 28). 

To Noah and his Sons God said, 

'' Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth." (Gen. 9, 1 ). 

From Noah to Abraham completes the gap, 
and we thus have our Six Dispensations clearly 
defined by the Scriptures themselves and it now 
remains for us to compare them with the '' Plan of 
Creation's Architect '' and to see how the details 
of each dispensation can be clearly seen in the 
plan in miniature, exact in detail and perfect in 
precision, and further that the order of each suc
cessive day in Gen. 1 is the same order as each 
unfolding ''Age'' of time. 

We may rightly pause and consider and indeed 
marvel at the wonderful plan of the Scriptures 
which contain within themselves the best and most 
comprehensive proof of their divine authorship. 

22 



CHAPTER IV. 

SIX DAYS-SIX DISPENSATIONS. 

In Chapter I we noted the Characteristic 
work of each of the Six Days of Re-Creation 
and in our last Chapter we noted the Six Dispen
sations of time. Here we will put these down 
together by way of comparison and then seek to 
consider each separately. 

D� �e 

I st Light. 1st Adam. 

2nd Firmament and Waters. 2nd Noah.

3rd Earth and Fruitbearing. 3rd Abraham and Law.

4th Lights in the Heavens. 4th Day of Grace.

5th Fowls and Fish. 5th Day of Judgment.

6th Cattle and Man. 6th Millenium. 

7th Sabbath of Rest. 7th Eternity. 

Not only was the Earth without Form (Farm
less) and Void (Empty) but entire darkness covered 
the face of the deep. A more abject, hopeless 
picture it · would be difficult to draw, yet how 
graphically it describes Man• s State in Adam due 
to the Fall. Dead in trespasses and sins is the 
spiritual counterpart to be sure. That man• s con
dition in Ad�m, because of the Fall, is one of 
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Darkness, the New Testament abundantly confirms, 
and the Adversary, we are told, is ever active 
" lest the ' Light ' of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine into 
our dark hearts " (II Cor. 4, 4). 

The remarkable fact about this first day is 
that although light shone into it, neither the Sun, 
Moon nor Stars were given to this Earth of ours 
until the fourth Day; and equally remarkable is it 
that although the Light of P101phetic Promise (see 
2 Peter, 1, 19) shone into the First Age, or 
Dispensation, in the " sure word of Prophecy " 
that " the Seed of the Woman should bruise the 
Serpent's Head,'' yet the actual coming into this 
World of ours of the Sun of Righteousness, the 
Light of the World, was likewise not until the 
Fourth Dispensation-that of "Grace." 

God is Light ( I Jno. 1 , 5) and for Him to 
enter upon the darkened Scene of Gen. 1, 2, 
meant that Light must be. So He spake, and it 
was done ; He commanded, and it stood fast. 

This is not, I consider, the creation of 
" Light," properly speaking, but the bringing in 
of Light upon the darkness surrounding the deep. 
In Isa. 45, 7, God says " I form the light, and 
create darkness." The word " form " is to 
manipulate skilfully and artistically ; to '' create '' 
is to bring into being. This seems to imply that 
light is normal, and darkness an unnatural thing, a 
thing brought in. God is represented as dwelling 
in light which no man can approach unto ; dwell
ing eternally in light. At His command light was 
brought continuously into the darkness which sur
rounded the chaotic earth. 

24 



Light had shone upon the world before this, 
from that time when the Morning Stars sang 
together, and all the Sons of God (Angelic beings) 
shouted for joy, until the beneficent rays were in
terrupted in judgment, for as the result of sin, 
darkness had covered the deep, but now earth 
hears the glad tidings. "Arise, shine, for thy 
light is come, and· the glory of the Lord is risen 

h 
, ' upon t ee. 

Infidels used to cavil at '' the mistake of 
Moses, in introducing light upon the first day and 
the sun upon the fourth,'' alleging in their ignor
ance that the sun was the source of our light. 
No more is the charge pressed, for scientists agree 
that light preceded, and is independent of, the sun 
and they mildly marvel at Moses' source of in
formation. We can ever be assured, that while 
the Bible was not written to teach science, there 
is, on the one hand, nothing in the scriptures 
that conflict with true science, and, on the other, 
much that anticipates all the discoveries of men in 
the realm of nature. 

'' God is light and in Him is no darkness 
at all." 

The Light revealed nothing good, but the 
Light itself was good, for God saw the light that 
it was good. 

To this agree the words of the Preacher 
(Eccl. 11, 7): " Truly the light is sweet, and a 
pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun.'' 
(Note the order here also, light before the sun). 
It was also true concerning Him Who was the 
'' Light of the World '' that the Light was Good, 
for of Him God said, " In Whom, I am well 
pleased." 
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In like manner the First Age or Dispensation 
up to the literal flood of Noah's Day revealed 
nothing good at all. On the contrary, the earth 
was corrupt before God and filled with v,iolence 
(Gen. 6, 5-12). So much so that he destroyed 
them with the earth {Gen. 6, 13). 

We have alreacly commented upon the like
ness between the 1st day and the 4th, and between 
the 1st Age and the 4th, and we would here be 
reminded of our Lord's word concerning those who 
lived before the flood·, and those of His day
the Day of Grace (Matt. 24, 37-39). 

'' AnJ. God called the light Day , and the 
darkness He called Night." 

In this sentence there are two forms of ex
pression, '' And God called the light Day.'' 
Here the '' vau '' is connected with the verb 

.(And called), and the long tense is used as in 
preceding instances. In the next clause, '' and 
the darkness he called Night," the " vau " is 
connected with the noun (and the darkness), and 
the short tense is used. This last is in accordance 
with our · ordinary mode of expression. Two 
reasons may be assigned for the change. First the 
clauses are so intimately connected that the per
manence implied in the first clause may continue 
to give its character to the second. Or again, it 
is suggested whether Rev. 22, 5, ' ' And there 
shall be no night there,'' may furnish a reason; the 
light being called Day, permanently, but the call
ing of the darkness, Night, being limited. 
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So in verse 1 0, '' And God called the dry 
LAND Earth,'' permanently; '' and the gather-
ing together of the waters called He seas," with 
a limitation, explained by Rev. 21 , 1 , '' And 
there was no more sea. '' These coincidences at 
all events are remarkable. 

So the first age ended in the judgment of 
the flood, followed by the dawn of another trial 
of man, the descendants of righteous Noah, under 
more favourable conditions. 

The character of the first age is, in a general 
sense, the character of all. Each age begins by a 
fresh work of God in advance of what preceded, 
bringing in new and more favourable conditions 
under which the natural man is to be tested ; in 
each, man's wickedness develops and corruption 
spreads until his failure is indisputable; and each 
ends with a universal judgment. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE SECOND DAY-NOAH-ABRAHAM. 

And God said let there be a firmament (Expanse) in the midst 
of the WA TERS, and let it divide the WATERS from the 
WATERS. 

And God MADE the firmament (Expanse) and divided the 
waters. 

And God �lied the firmament (Expanse) Heaven. 

And the Evening and the Morning were the Second Day 
(Gen. I, 6-8). 

Do we sufficiently appreciate when we read 
these well known words that at this juncture there 
was not a square foot of Dry Land� 

When God said on the First Day '' Let 
there be light : and there was Light '' it simply 
shone upon the face of the Waters which covered 
the earth and now upon this Second Day God 
puts BETWEEN the Waters a VAST EX
PANSE, for such is the true meaning of the word 
Firmament, and He calls it " H·EA VEN " which 
DIVIDES Waters beneath, from Waters above. 
But still not an inch of land to be seen. 
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Perhaps language and thoughts such as these 
seem almost beyond our comprehension and we 
are almost tempted to wonder how such a division 
could be, yet but a moment's reflection causes us 
to remember that were it not for this divine division 
this poor world of ours would even in this twentieth 
century be in a very sad way. 

Were it not for the Waters above· the firma
ment which distil in the Rain, Hail, Sleet, Snow 
and Dew where would our Rivers be? And were 
it not that this same moisture through a wonderful 
atmospheric evaporation which purges it of its salt
ness and returns it again to the Clouds in the 
Heavens, who can tell what a polluted air we 
should constantly be breathing · into our human 
bodies. Nay, God's ways are past finding out and 
His wonderful scientific facts were founded away 
back in Genesis 1 and long before there was ever 
a University founded, or a lecture given upon 
Natural Philosophy, the secrets of the Lord were 
with them that feared Him. Moses, David, 
Solomon, and Jeremiah antedated in their writings 
the discoveries of modern scientists. " All the 
rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full-. 
Unto the place from whence the rivers come, 
thither they return again '' (Eccl. 1 , 7). '' He 
causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the 
earth. He maketh lightnings for the rain. He 
bringeth the wind out of His treasuries n (Ps. 
135, 7; Jer. I 0, 13). Without the atmosphere, 
the earth would be an arid w�ste, but through 
evaporation, condensation, wind and lightning, by 
means of the firmament, God in His beneficence 
gives us '' the rain from heaven and fruitful seasons 
filling our hearts with food and gladness.'' 
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The tossing of the waves of the sea, and the 
ever-changing form of the Wate.rs from above the 
expanse, to below the expanse, and vice-versa, 
all indicate for us the nature and character of 
God's second ' ' Age ' ' or Dispensation which 
from Noah to Abraham was one constant changing 
scene of instability and insecurity. 

The Wicked are like the troubled Sea 
(Isa. 5 7, 20) we are told and this apt emblem of 
the· restlessness of the troubled soul equally inter
prets for us the character of this Age under con- -
sideration. 

Rev. 17, 15 gives us a further helpful key 
to our understanding of this passage, for there we 
are told concerning the '' WATERS '' upon 
which the Great Whore sat that they were sym
bols of 

" Peoples, and multitudes and Nations and 
Tongues ' ' and we are therefore not surprised to 
find in this Second '' Age '' that part of Human 
History known as the Tower of Babel where God 
intervened in the affairs of men because • • Nothing 
would ' restrain ' them " and not only scattered 
them abroad but confounded their language so that 
it became a literal BABEL (Gen. 11 , 1-9). 

The lack of Restraint of Gen. 11, 6, the 
Raging Waters of Gen. 1 , 7, fully typify. We 
shall see in a later chapter how the Tides restrain 
these waters and how instead of • • many Peoples •' 
Jehovah calls out a people for Himself but not 
yet. 
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This lack of Restraint we also have illus
trated for us in the history of the first man of this 
Second ·Era for whilst Noah's first recorded act 
was to build an Altar to the Lord, his next was to 
plant a Vineyard and to become drunk from the 
fruit of it. 

The spiritual counterpart of this in the history 
of the believer to-day we shall .consider in a much 
later chapter. Here we are concerned chiefly with 
the Dispensational aspect of our '' PLAN. '' 

Another word which here claims our atten
tion is the word '' Heaven.'' '' God called 
the expanse Heaven.'' From its use here and 
elsewhere we gather that the expanse includes not 
only the region of the air where the bircls fly but 
also the ethereal sea above our atmosphere in which 
the heavenly bodies move. Beyond that, if we 
may so speak, is another Heaven, where is the 
throne of God. Thus we have the earth-heaven, 
the starry heavens, and the heaven of heavens or 
third heaven (2 Cor. 12, 2). 

It is very noticeable that, in this Second 
Day, God did not pronounce anything good. 

The close /of the second day as described in 
Gen. 1, saw the earth still covered by the waste 
of barren waters. Likewise the close of the second 
age saw the earth covered with the restless peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations and tongues, which the 
waters typify, engaged like the waves of the sea 
in aimless activity and meaningless motion. In all

this scene there is nothing for God, and He sees. 
nothing at all which He can pronounce good. 
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We know that during this period great nations 
arose in the earth ; stupendous works were executed 
which recent excavations are bringing into view ; 
arts .and industries flourished ; civilizations sprang 
up and attained a state of development never sur
passed in later times; man, in a word, achieved 
all the great things for which he is now loudly 
admiring himself and shouting his own praises. But 
God makes no record of his doings, any more 
than He records the profitless motions of the waves. 

Thus the second age closed in the second 
universal judgment upon man, at the Tower of 
Babel. 

But God Himself was about to do a new 
thing : to take another step in His vast plan of 
redemption, and to prepare a place upon which 
He could build, and a substance in which life could 
exist. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE THIRD DAY

THE CALL OF ABRAHAM.

If the Second Day of Re-Creation saw nothing 
which God could call good, the Third Day ·reveals 
that which is pleasing in His sight, and twice over 
it is recorded that • • God saw that it was good '' 
{vv. 10 and 12). 

Three, in Scripture, is always the sign of 
Resurrection, and as the first usage of any number 
tn the Word of God is often the key to its subsequent 
use, we are not surprised to find that it was on the 
Third Day that the Dry Land appeared, or " Rose 
ifrom the Dead,'' as it were. 

As to the actual miracle of the appearance of 
the Dry Land out of the depths of the Seas many 
pages could be written, for geologists are only now, 
with tardy footsteps, tracing from the strata the 
same story that Moses wrote thirty-five hundred 
years ago. Geology but confirms what the Scrip
�ures affirmed ages before the spade of the scientist 
revealed the hidden hieroglyphics of the earth. 
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With no human eye to see, this description of 
the earth• s emergence, in obedience to the Divine 
fiat, must necessarily have, been penned by inspira
tion. And from the '' heart of the Bible '' we 
b.ring forth another witness whose testimony agrees 
with that of the Lawgiver, for we read in Psalm 
I 04 : '' He laid the foundation of the earth that it 
should not be moved for ever. Thou coveredst it 
with the deep as with a vesture. The waters stood 
above the mountains. At Thy rebuke they fl.ed; at 
the voice of Thy Thunder they hasted away (the 
mountains rose, the valleys sank down) unto the 
place which Thou hadst founded for them. Thou 
has set a bound that they may not pass over, that 
they turn not again to cover the earth .. (R. V. 
margin). This is the testimony of revelation. What 
saith geology? It declares that some six or seven 
thousand years ago the earth, which previously had 
an abundant flora and fauna, became submerged 
beneath an icy sea that obliterated the then existing 
animal creation, and that the present mountain ranges 
were reared, carrying with them from the deep, the 
fossil remains of prehistoric creatures. 

Sceptics have asserted that such an inundation 
was a physical impossibility, but men who have 
given themselves to the calculation assure us that 
there exists enough water to submerge the earth to 
the depth of two miles. The highest Himalayan 
peak, if it were cast into the sea, would vanish 
completely, for there are valleys in the ocean deeper 
than Everest• s height above sea level, and all that 
would be necessary for another deluge would be a 
subsidence of the earth, such as has formerly taken 
place, and again the proud waves would roll in 
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unbroken succession. And the converse is equallJ 
true. Let there be a violent upheaval of the earth 
from the bed of that ocean, and the sea will recede 
into the valley concurrently formed, as at present. 
That such an upheaval has taken place is proved 
by abundant evidence. Mountain chains, miles in 
height and thousands of miles in length, have been 
reared by Almighty power, bearing upward on 
their bosoms sea shells and other relics of marine 
animals, proofs that what are now high hills wete 
once the floor of the ocean, and, as Psalm 104 
records: " At Thy rebuke the waters fled, they 
hasted away unto the place which Thou hadst 
founded for them," and so the DRY LAND ap
peared (Gen. 1 , 9). 

From the calling forth of the dry land from 
the Seas upon the third day, until the fifth day, God 
has nothing more to say, or to do, with the Wate�, 
and· the correspondence must stand forth as remark-
able in the extreme, when we consider the & & Agct ·'' 
represented thereby. 

For, from the calling of Abraham in the tFurd 
Dispensation, when God set aside the Nations, as 
it were, right on, throughout the fourth Age--This 
Day of Grace-until the ushe�ing in of the fifth 
era, when, with the Church of God at Home in 
the Glory, and Israel once again become the centre 
of Divine operations, God takes up the Nations of 
the Earth {represented by the Seas) for Judgment. 

Upon the Third Day we come then to some
thing stable, firm and solid, and something which 
can produce fruit and meat for man. Thu is 
exactly what God purposed concerning Israel in the 
call of Abraham. He had tried the Nations at 
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large but could find nothing stable. Now He w� 
about to call ONE NA TI ON as a People for Hiitv 
self, and in them to find fruit and meat for Himself. 

We cannot fail to see in Scripture how dis,., 
tinctive was the place of Israel, and how it wa, 
God's thought that they should be a divinely 
ordered and fruitful people, so as to show forth 
His praise before the nations, 

But the paramount thought of this Third Day' e 
activities seems to be repeatedly emphasised in the 
word '' SEED.'• Not only was the Earth called 
forth, but the product of that Earth was to produce 
its own SEED. 

'' The Herb yielding Seed, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose SEED is in

itself " ( v. 1 I ) , and almost identical words · are 
repeated in the following verse, showing how imr 
portant in God's sight was '' THE SEED.•' 
'' And God saw that it was good.'' 

And in the Third Age or Dispensation ; from 
the calling forth of Abraham in Gen. 12, 1 and 2, 
until the Birth of the Saviour-who was the 
'' SEED '' of the woman-God's one thought anc1 
purpose seems to have been '' THE SEED •' of 
Abraham. The Promises were all given to '' Abra
ham and His Seed,'' see Gen. 13, 15; 17, 8, and 
22, 18. 

And Paul writes in Gal. 3, 16 : '' Now tb 
Abraham and his Seed were the Promises made .. 
He saith not, ' And to Seeds,• as of many ; but as

of one. • And to Thy Seed,• which is Christ.,., 
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He was the '" Corn of wheat,'' that precioQS 
grain that was to fall into the ground and die 
(John 12, 24), and bring forth that abundant Har-

vest of which He Himself was also to be the 
FIRST FRUITS (1 Cor. 15). No wonder, then, 
that God thought so much of •' The SEED '' and 
took such great care of it all down the ages. And 
on the other hand, no wonder is it either that the 
Adversary of mankind made it his one aim and

object to destroy that same • • Precious Seed,'' f pr 
had not God said to him : 

• • I will put enmity between thee and the
woman and between thy Seed and her Seed. He

shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise His
heel '' (Gen. 3, 1 5). 

And we will digress here for a while, to follow 
Satan's activity in trying to destroy the '' SEED of 
the Woman, the SEED of Abraham.,. 

Doubtless thinking that this promised judg
ment was capable of immediate fulfilment he im-
plants into the breast of Adam's firstborn the flum
ing fire of jealousy, and thus incited of the Evil 
One, Cain becomes the first murderer, and destroys 
his brother Abel, God's second man.* But God� s. 
purposes are not so easily thwarted, and He now 
sets a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him sho�ld 
kill him, and gives to Adam u Another seed fu .. 
stead of Abel whom Cain slew " (Gen. 4, 25). 
Thus, plot number one was foiled. Passing over a 
period of this world's history, of which we kno)V 
very little, for God says little concerning it, we come 
to the Flood, some J 500 years later. Men had now 
multiplied on the earth and Satan had by no means 

* For a full treatise on this most interesting subject, •' the
First man and the Second,.. see •• Threshed Wheat,•· "Vo�. 1. 

(By the Editor of this Magazine.)
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been inactive, in fact it appears from a careful 
study of Gen. 6, that by evil association with a 
fallen creation, mankind had become so vile and 
contaminated in the sight of God that it repented 
the Lord that He had made man; and so corrupt 
and filled with violence before God was the whole 
earth that He had to destroy mankind from the 
face of it. The Sons of Cod doubtless referring to 
fallen Angels. (See Andrew Jukes' " Types in 
Genesis, '' page 1 08, footnote.). Through succeed ... 
ing generations from Seth, one family had remained 
untainted of this special corruption of those days, 
and thus it is that we find in Gen. 6, 9, that Noah 
was a just man and per/eel in his generations, and 
Noah walked with God. To preserve this mah 
and his family was essential, if the promised Seed of 
the Woman was to bruise the Serpent's head, thus 
the Ark was built and Noah himself preserved by 
God all through those years, whilst it was in build
ing, and eventually delivered from the Flood, with 
his wife, their three sons and their wives to replenish 
a new creation. To Noah, God could say 6 6 Come 
thou and all thy house into the Ark ; for thee have 1
seen righteous before Me in this generation." (Gen .. 
7, l . ) 

Thus plot number two, which had taken genera-
tions to bring to fruition, was frustrated of God al

most at the last point. Our God can deliver at all 
times, under all circumstances and at all costs, with 
a Word, if needs be. What an encouragement thi, 
should be to us in these days. Though we at times 
seem to be shut right up, edged-in all around and 
the enemy ready to swamp us as a Rood, yet with it 
all, our God is able to provide a way of escape. 
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Two or three hundred years later the Tower of 
Babel was erected when man's language was con-
founded of God (G�n. 11 , 6 and 7), and another of 
Satan• s intrigues collapsed in a most unexpected 
manner. Mankind was scattered, and they left off 
building their city and their tower whose top was to 
reach to Heaven. 

Passing such remarkable preservations of the 
promised Seed as Gen. 12 and Gen. 20; The 
mocking of Ishmael in Gen. 21, and the enmity 
between Jacob and Esau in Gen. 27 and 32 we 
come to the wonderful history of Joseph, and there 
see another very carefully laid plan; every detail of 
which bristles of a cunning master-mind behind the 
whole plot, from the hatred of the brethren, to the 
evil suggestions of Potiphar 's wife, resulting in 
prison for Joseph. How well the plan worked ! its 
fulfilment must have been remarkable, but yet we can 
see the over-ruling Hand of God even here, for 
whilst He may allow Satan to thus persecute His 
child yet there is always a '' No farther shalt thou 
go "; whether it be Joseph or Job, whether you, be
loved Child of God, or me. Satan may harass, the 
foe may buffet, so that we feel like saying with 
Jacob of old " All these things are against me,'' but 
God has one point beyond which they dare not, 
cannot, tread, for all thi�gs work together for the 
believer's good. He will not suffer us to be tried 
beyond that we are able. Jacob and his family 
were hard pressed by famine as Joseph had been by 
his prison experiences, and it seemed as though 
Satan were specially bent on exterminating the whole 
family, possibly on account of his uncertainty as to 
which was the line of the promised One. But 
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Joseph the Hated, became Joseph the Ruler; The 
despised one, becomes the Sa vi our and Succour er, 
and from the land of famine Jac�b comes to Goshen, 
the land of plenty t and yet another of the enemy's 
plots is foiled. 

Time and space fail a detailed study �f thi5 
�psorbing theme, and we can but refer to such well .. 
known incidents as the slaying of all the male child .. 
ren in Exodus 1 , the deliverance from Egypt '.s 
bondage and the passage of the Red Sea, in all of 
which the adversary's hand was man if est in greater 
or lesser degree in his struggle against the Woman's 
Seed. The enemy may entice Elimilech and Naomi 
to leave Bethlehem for Moab, and Mahlon and 
Chilion to wed Moabitish women in disobedience to 
God's Word in his hatred of everything Divine, but 
God can cause even a Moabitish Ruth ( a stranger 
and an alien to His people) to return to Bethlehem 
(The House of Bread) and to find grace in the 
eyes of Boaz, ·who was in the line of the promised. 
One and thus Ruth is brought in from Jericho to 
become the mother of this same mighty One. 

David, the man after God's own heart, may 
be enticed to Sin, being the special target of Satan 
as God's anointed, but God forgives and over.-rules, 
upon His Child's confession. 

This brings us up to perhaps the most absorbin_g 
portion of our study, to that time in man's history 
when as far as we can ascertain from the Word of 
God the line of succession depended upon the life 
of one tiny infant, scarcely twelve months old. 
Surely Satan had achieved his desired end now, for 
Athaliah slays all the seed royal of the House of 



Judah. BUT says 2 Chron. 22, 11 (one of those 
delightful .. Buts ., of Jehovah), " But Jehosha ... 
beath, the daughter of the king, took Joash, the 
'°" of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the 
king's sons that were slain, and put him and his 
nurse in a bed.-chamber. So Jehoshabeath, the 
daughter of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada, 
the priest (for she was the sister of Ahaziah), hid 
him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not. And 
be was with them hid in the House of God six 
years. 

The thin thread of an infant's life defeated the 
Arch-Enemy of mankind and Joash, meaning Je.

hovah Gave-a most instructive name-hidden six 
years in the House of God, was brought forth at the 
age of seven and acclaimed King. In a final effort 
to destroy this life, Athaliah herself was taken and 
slain. God again saying to Satan, " Thus far� but 
no farther shalt thou come.'' 

Perhaps one of the 1ast efforts of the enemy, 
prior to the advent of the Saviour, is found in the 
Book of Esther, about 510 B.C. Haman, moved 
by Satan, seeks to have all the Jews destroyed, but 
Esther, the Queen, herself a Jewess, moved by God, 
intercedes on their behalf. They are spared, and 
Haman himself hanged upon his own gallows. The 
enemy is a mighty and powerful foe, but let us 
never forget that our God is all--powerful and A J .. 
mighty, and he who sides with God is always on 
the winning side. Thus from the earliest days, right 
on through the ages, Satan's hatred and opposition to 
the promised Seed of the Woman can be clearly seen 
and traced through the Old Testament. Neither 
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d9es it cease there, for when the long-promised One 
does enter this scene, Satan's enmity is stirred afresh. 
He now: realises that his task is the greater and the 
more urgent, for here in this very world where 
Satan seemed to reign, is the very Son of God Him
self. \Vithin the next few years Satan knew that the 
final issues would be at stake. That either he must 
accomplish his ambition and destroy the Son of God, 
or else he would himself be destroyed by Him, 
whose right it was to reign in this World which He 
had made. The next tool therefore in the hand of 
Satan was King Herod, who ordered the slaying 
of all the male children of two years old and under, 
intending by this means to destroy Him who had 
been born in Bethlehem, King of the Jews. A

flight by night into Egypt, however, upset this well-
set plan, and the young life ½'as spared, and th� 
Seed of the Woman preserved for· the yet future 
conflict when He should bruise the serpent's head. 

The temptation in the Wilderness next calls 
for our attention, when the blessed Son of God, 
and the Devil himself, meet face to face. Were 
two greater enemies ever seen ? God's second Man, 
the Lord from Heaven, is about to face a similar 
testing to thit which the first Man, in the Garden of 
Eden endured. Whilst the first Adam was set in 
a Garden of Delights with all surrounding him that 
spoke of beauty and loving provision, and the whole 
environment such that it was the easiest thing possible 
to withstand the Adversary with the plain statement, 
" God hath said," yet the last Adam fasts forty 
days and forty nights, and then meets His enemy 
face to face in a vast howling wilderness, where 
everything spoke of the Curse and the awful conse-
quences of Sin. Here it was that the Temptation 
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of all temptations took place, and here it is that we 
find that our sole recourse when placed in similar 
trials is to the inspired Word of God. To each 
of the three subtle temptations, our blessed Lord 
replied, u It is Written," thus finally compelling 
the Devil to withdraw, a defeated and disappointed 
foe. Nothing puts th� enemy to flight more to-day 
than the Word of God, and if only as children of 
God we would allow ourselves to become more 
saturated in the Scriptures, we should be thus 
equipped to withstand all the fiery darts of the 
Wicked One, and having done all, to stand (Eph. 
6, 16). Having discovered that the subtle doubts 
of the Garden of Eden �' Hath God said '' were of 
no avail in the temptation of the wilderness--•• If 
Thou be the Son of God '' (Matt. 4); and that here 
was One at last who could resist his allurements, 
Satan now goes all out to attack the blessed Person 
of the Son of God. It is not long therefore before 
we find those of Nazareth, where He had be� 
brought up in childhood, taking Him to the brow of 
the Hill whereon their City was built, that they 
might cast Him down headlong (Luke 4, 29). Such 
was the enmity of the Adversary, but thus far and 
no farther could he go, and again we find a Divine

" But." 

u But, He, passing through the midst of them, 
went His way •' (Luke 4, 30). 

About this time we find the Saviour witti His 
Disciples in the Ship on the Lake, and again the 
Adversary's powers are exerted in an endeavour to 
destroy the occupant by a tempest. We might at 



times be disposed to criticise those disciples for dis
turbing their Lord, '' asleep on a pillow,'' and 
remind them that with God in the boat, all must he 
well, but any who have experienced a severe storm 
at sea with no ray of light to cheer, would be more 
ready to sympathise than to criticise ; yet who among 
us have ever been called upon to endure a tempest 
energised by Satanic Power, inasmuch that the 
ship was covered by the waves (Matt. 8, 24)? Me,.. 
thinks that we should have stood far behind those 
disciples in that day, and fear would have filled our 
hearts to over8owing as we should have cried with 
them, and perhaps before, " Lord, save us, we 
perish. ' ' True, He said, '' Why are ye fearful, 0 
ye of little Faith?• - and then in the dignity of 
Divine Majesty and Omnipotence publicly manifest eel 
that whilst Satanic power may disturb divine order
ings, it is the prerogative of God Himself to restore 
peace and order once again ( as He did in Gen. 2)., 
by a word from His blessed lips, " Peace be still, 
and there was a great calm.' • 

Beloved Child of God, tossed to-day in the 
billows and tempest of this world's unrest and chaos, 
remember this scene on the Lake. That was a great 
tempest, and the ship was covered with the waves, 
even so it may seem with us to-day. Yet He who 
was with those disciples then, is with us still, for 
His promise remains true. " I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.•• He was asleep then, and He 
may appear so to-day. A silent heaven is the 
greatest wonder of our times, but the cries of His 
People will not pass unanswered. He does hear 
their cry, He does see their sorrows, He will answer 
and deliver. To-day, it is ours to Trust. " Why 
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are ye fearful, 0 ye of little Faith,'' may be true 
of you and I and let us endeavour to remember His
parting words on dark Gethsemane's night, • • Lel

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
Ye believe in God, Believe also in Me.'' He is
just about to manifest His Glory and Majesty, and 
to show to a wondering world that whilst Satanic 
power may disturb Divine orderings even in t1te
affairs of mankind, yet it is His right and pre
rogative to restore peace to a troubled world, and 
order amidst a chaotic scene. Then will the 
nations marvel and ask, '' What manner of man is 
this?'' but we know Him now, and shall be with 
Him then, for those who were with Him in the 
Tempest were with Him when He quelled the 
tempestuous billows. He will, in a coming day, 
declare to wondering worlds that we, with Him, are 
one. 

Herod having failed him, the elements serving 
little use, the next tool is to be one very close to 
the Saviour and dear to His heart ; and will show us, 
I trust, that even the best Christian is liable to 
Satan's attack, and what is more, to do the Devil's 
work. Never imagine, dear child of God, that you,

because of your knowledge, your devotion to your 
Lord, or your especial spirituality, are exempt from 
the Devil's attack. I am persuaded that it is such, 
that are open to his virile attacks more than any 
others. Satan knows full well that with the most of 
us the world, and the flesh are sufficient enemie� to 
do his service, but let a child of God come specially 
forward to serve His Master and ·Lord, and especi
ally if He seek to uphold the Person and Work 
of the Woman's Seed, the Blessed Son of C,o4, 

4S 



then that one will find that Satan is a subtle foe, and 
that even he, or she, is subject to his buffetings:. 
Thus we find P eler, that faithful and honest disciple� 
taking His Lord and rebuking Him when He had 
told His disciples, '' How that He must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders, and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day ,. (Matt. 16, 21 ). Said 
Peter to His Lord, " Be it far from Thee, Lord.,

this shall not be unto Thee " (Matt. 16, 22). 
But this had to be, if Peter were to dwell in 
Heaven bye and bye, and if John and the rest of 
the disciples were to share His glory for Eternity. 
The suggestion, however, was not Peter's, it was 
energised by Satan, and thus the Saviour very plainly 
replied, " Get thee behind Me, Satan, for thou 
art an offence unto Me .. ·(Matt. 16, 23). 

Peter was ever ready to receive correction at 
the lips of His Lord, as is evidenced on more than 
one occasion. You will well remember the inci
dent on the night of the betrayal, when at first Petet 
would not allow the Lord to wash his feet, but 
learning the significance of that washing, he de
sired an entire cleansing. Happy state of soul that, 
which is ever ready to be trained, guided, mouldec:1 
and instructed in spiritual things, as was Peter. Such 
a tool is of' little use to the enemy. Thus he for
sakes Peter for Judas, and in Luke 22, 3, we read, 
'• Then Satan entered into Judas.•' Any who 
deny Demon possession will do well to ponder care
fully these words, and then to follow the pathway 
of Judas Iscariot until he finally casts into the 
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Temple the thirty pieces of silver for which he had 
betrayed his Lord, and went out and hanged 
himself. The Devil's tools always end thus-
destruction is to be their eternal portion, but the 
Lord's servants, though they may be stoned, cruci
fied, or burnt at the stake, at the hands of others, 
are assured a glorious future and the S�viour' s pre-
sence through the Valley of the shadow pf Death. 

At long last Satan's triumph seems assured. 
He has secured one from the inner circle and for the 
promise of thirty pieces of silver he undertakes to 
betray his Lord and Master. The High Priests and 
officers have already been sufficiently tutored by the 
same master (Satan) to destroy this One if ever they 
can get Him into their hands, but their difficulty wa'5 
to get Him. This now seemed to be possible. No 
stone would thus be left unturned by Satan in the 
coming chain of events which might prove a flaw 
in the calculations, and from Judas, upwards, he 
moves his various pawns at each stage of his care
fully laid plot to fulfil the aim and object of his 
whole career, to destroy the promised One who was 
to destroy the Serpent and bring deliverance to 
mankind. 

And thus we come to Gethsemane, Gabbatha 
and Golgotha, where the '' SEED '' was sown in 
the ground and died, but only to " bring forth an 
abundant harvest of ' FRUIT ' after His Kind.'' 

And consequently, .. If ye be Chrisf s, then 
are ye Abraham's Seed, and heirs according to 
Promise " (Gal. 3, 29). 
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Believers. remember, are BORN AGAIN, not 
<iJ corruptible SEED, but of INCORRUPTIBLE 
( 1 Peter 1 , 23), and John tells us that •' His
SEED '' remaineth in us, and therefore we cannot 
SIN (that is the NEW MAN IN Christ) because 
He is born of God. 

Thus the Third Dispensation closes, or rathe1 
merges into the Fourth Age-This present Day of 
Grace-at the Coming of the Saviour into the 
World, and His Sacrificial death at Calvary, at the 
hands of His Creature, Man, in which act His own 
People Israel took the leading part, thus exhibiting 
the evil heart of mankind, and testifying that man 
prefers the darkness rather than the light because 
his deeds are evil. 

This closes the first half of the work of Re ... 
Creation, and it seems to mark an Epoch, as indeed 
f4e Cross of Christ actually does. On this third 
day the separating process ends. What is wanted 
now is '' PERFECTING '' of that which is 
separated, and this is what we see next accom ... 
plished, and this line of truth we may the better and 
more fully appreciate when we come to reconsider 
our subject in a later chapter as it illustrates the life 
of the Believer. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FOURTH DAY. 

We may safely say that the crucifixion of the 
Son of God at the hands of His rebellious creature_, 
man, is the most stupendous event in the universe. 
That it should make an enormous difference in God's 
dispensational dealings with man, is easily under-
stood. 

This fourth day constitutes, as it were, an inter-
ruption or parenthesis in God's dealings with the 
earth. On every other of the six days He is deaJ ..

ing directly with the earth in some way; but at the 
end of the third day He breaks off His work on the 
earth, and, during the fourth day, is occupied with 
heavenly objects. Nevertheless, what He does with 
these heavenly objects has reference to their ministry 
to the earth. 

In like manner, at the close of the third dis .. 
pensation, or .age, God breaks off His dealings with 
His earthly people, and is occupied solely with 
the heavens, and with a heavenly people. This 
gives us the great characteristic of the present age, 
and we would do well to consider it attentively. 
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It is not said that God created the sun and 
moon on the fourth day. On the contrary, the word 
rendered '' SET • • ( verse 1 7) implies that they 
already existed, but were appointed to a special 
office on that day. It is the same word used in 
Numbers 3 5, 6, where God directs that six cities 
shall be appointed to be cities of refuge for the man-
slayer. '' And among the cities which ye give unto 
the Levites there shall be six cities for refuge, which 
ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee 
thither.•• The cities, of course, already existed, 
but were now to be set aside for a special object. 

In this fourth age there is no open manifestation 
of God's working in the earth. - To all appearanc� 
He is not working in it. In this age He has left 
man to himself, to follow the devices and imagina� 
tioris of his own heart. 

Attention has already been called to the fact 
that while the sun, moon, and stars were ·not created

on the fourth day, but existed previously, they 
were for the first time revealed on that day. 

So, in the Divine Counterpart or Anti type, 
Christ, who is Himself the " SUN of Righteou� 
ness, '' the Eternal Son of God, existed from all 
Eternity. In Resurrection Glory God the Father has 
" SET " Him in the highest place of power and 
authority, and given Him a Name which is above 
every Name, and a position at His own right Hand of 
Majesty and Power. Truly the Sun in all its 
majestic glory, is a fitting emblem of the Glory of 
the Risen Saviour, by whom " all things were 
created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible •' (Col. 1 , 16), and who up ... 
holds '' all things by the word of His power 4

• 

(Heb. 1, 3). 
so 



If the " SUN '' speaks of Christ in Resur
rection Glory, the '' Moon ' ' represents with equal 
clarity the true Church of God, which, as we all 
know, existed as a secret '' from the beginning of 
the world . . . hid in God, according to the eternal 
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord " (Eph. 3, 9--11 ), and " which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons •of men, as 
it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and pro� 
phets by the Spirit '' (Eph. 3, 5 ). 

What is more, the individual believers of this 
Fourth Age-God's Day of Grace-are as the 
Stars of Heaven for multitude, and remember Gen. 
I , 16, tells us that " He made the Stars also," 
and Paul says that as one star differeth from another 
star in glory, so also is the Resurrection of the 
Dead, thus linking the final state of believers, in 
Glory, with the Glory of the Starry Heavens. 

Are we not also commanded to '' shine as 
lights in the World '' during this Night of our 
Lord's absence? (Phil. 2, 15.) 

In this connection also, just as the SUN-The 
Christ of God-existed from all Eternity, and the 
Moon-,The Church of God--existed as a Secret, 
hid in God, from the beginning of the World, so 
we individual believers were '• chosen in Him before 
the foundation of the World." And our Names 
were written in the Book of Life from the founda
tion of the World (Rev. 17, 8). Thus, all three 
" Lights " in the purposes of God existed, prior 
to this Day of Grace ; but were not •' manifested '' 
or ' ' made known ' ' or •' SET '' as Luminaries 
until the Fourth Age began. 
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The Church, which belongs exclusively to the 
work of this age, is very often confounded with 
l'1'ael, which belongs to the preceding age, and 
with the kingdom, which belongs to the coming 
sixth age. 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, which especi..
ally reveals the believer's identification with Christ 
and his present place with Him in the heavenlies, 
our attention is called to God's mighty power 
·' which He wrought in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right
hand in the heavenly places '' (Eph. 1 , 20).

These Scriptures, therefore, place before us 
that characteristic of the present age which is of first 
importance, namely, our Lord's place, as Son of 
Man, at the right hand of God. That is His place 
for this age only. When He leaves His Father's 
throne, and comes into the air to raise the dead 
saints and to change the living ones, and to call both 
to His side, this age and all its special characteris
tics will have ended, and another age with radically 
different features will begin. 

As being '' in Christ,'' and identified with. 
Him in the sight of God, the believer's place in this 
age is in the heavenlies (Eph. 2, 6). Being " in 
Christ," he is in a new creation where all things 
are new, and all things are of God (2 Cor. 5, 1 7). 
As to the world and all its affairs and interests, the 
believer's place is " crucified with Christ " (Gal. 
2. 20) ..
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In contemplating the Sun, the great central 
object of the sky, so glorious that when present his 
very effulgence obliterates all other objects ther:e, 
we see many things to remind us of our glorified 
Lord, who has now entered into the heavens, and 
we have the warrant of Scripture for taking the sun 
as a type or figure of Christ. In Mal. 4, 2, He ·is 
spoken of as the Sun of Righteousness, Who is to 
arise with healing in His wings. In John 1, 4 and 
9, He is described as the Light of men, the true 
Light that lighteth every man coming into the world. 
In Luke 1, 78, Zacharias hails Him as the Day-
spring from on high. When He was transfigured on 
the mountain, we read that '• His face did shine as 
the sun, and His garment was white as the light '• 
(Matt. 17, 2). When John, in the vision of 
Patmos, saw Him in His glory, His countenan,'te 
was ' ' as the sun shineth in his strength ' ' (Rev. 
1 , 16). In the New Jerusalem He will replace all 
other luminaries ; for we read that there '' the city 
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon to 
shine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb ·is the light thereof '' (Rev. 21, 23). 

The sun is absolutely essential to the mam
tenance of life on the earth, being its sole source of 
light and warmth. Just so is Christ necessary every 
moment to the life of the believer. • • In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men '' (joffil 
1 , 4). In fact, Christ is our life (Col. 3, 4). As 
every moment the earth, and all the teeming life 
that is in it, draws upon the inexhaustible supplies 
in the sun, and does it through invisible channela of
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communication, just so do all those who have life in
Christ draw unceasingly from the inexhaustible ful-
ness of Him, in whom it has pleased the Father 
that all fulness should dwell, and in whom all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid (Col. 1 , 
19; 2, 3), though the channels through which 
these supplies are conveyed cannot be perceived by 
the physical senses. 

The sun, too, is the sustainer of the earth, and 
of all the planets, holding them by invisible but 
unbreakable cords in their appointed paths. In 
this, also; it represents Him who upholds all things 
by the word of His power. It is the attraction of 
the sun, which, in some inexplicable way, holds 
these heavenly bodies in their proper orbits, while 
allowing them freedom of movement therein. Should 
that attraction lose its power but a single moment, ii 
would suffice to permit the released orb to stray 
thousands of miles out ofi its course. How like the 
hold which the unfailing attraction of Christ has 
upon the soul that has once come under its sway !
Thus it is that '' the love of Christ constraineth us '' 
(2 Cor. 5, 14) ; not our love for Him, which is a 
poor thing, but His mighty love for us-that love 
which '' passeth knowledge '' (Eph. 3, 19). Not 
for one single moment does He for get His own, or 
relax His hold upon them. Trusting in this unfailing 
love and watchfulness, we are free to move in our 
appointed paths. Were it conceivable tli,at His 
attraction could lose its hold upon a soul that ha-s 
once come within its mighty influence, that soul 
would fly off into all the perils, and into the frigid 
regions, of the outer darkness. But He has said, 
' ' My sheep shall never perish.'' 
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We may learn an important lesson also from 
the relative sizes of the earth and the sun. Astro-
nomers tell us that the sun is three hundred thou-
sand times greater in mass than the earth, and more 
than a million times greater in volume. In a word, 
the sun is inconceivably greater than the earth. It

seems, therefore, incredible that an object so vast 
as the sun should be appointed to minister to_ one so 
relatively insignificant as the earth; and not only to 
the earth, but to the still more insignificant beings 
upon it. Man is disposed to measure the import
ance of an object by its magnitude; and when one 
learns for the first time the insignificance of this 
tiny earth of ours in comparison with the vast uni
verse with its stupendous suns and systems, and rea
lises that it is relatively less than the smallest visible 
speck that floats in the air ; and when he comes to 
consider the insignificance of a human being even 
relatively to this speck of a world, he thinks it im
possible that man can be the object of God's love 
and care. But His thoughts are not as our thoughts ; 
and even as He has given the great sun to minister, 
and to be the source of light and heat and strength, 
to this little earth and to the tiny beings upon it, 
even so has He given His own Son to minister unto, 
and supply every need of the souls whom He has 
saved by His grace through their faith in Him. He, 
by whom, and for whom, all things were created, 
and without whom was not anything made that was 
made, stoops even to washing His disciples' feet. 
There is no need which arises in the life of the 
humblest and meanest of them that He will not 
condescend to meet. " My God shall supply every 
need of yours according to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus ' ' (Phil . 4, 19). His care extends 
even to the very numbering of the hairs of their 
heads. 
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Our minds are not capable of taking in the 
manifold, diverse, and unceasing ministries of the 
sun to each of the innumerable living things that are 
in the earth. But we know that the sun's power 
and vigilance search out every individual blade of 
grass and supply its needs ; and by meditating upon 
\That we know of the sun's countless ministries ir 

the earth, though we cannot in the least compre, 
hend how they are carried on, we can see how it is 
possible for our God and Saviour to provide con
tinually for us, who are of more account than the 
sparrows or than thP �rass of the field. " For the 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made " (Rom. 1 , 20). 

We may I-earn another lesson of the power and 
wisdom ot God, by noticing the immense distance 
of the sun from the earth, which is calculated to 
be about ninety millions of miles. This distance 
1s inconceivably great, and yet it is trifling in com
parison with other cosmic distances. Between the 
earth and sun there is no visible connection whatever 
-seemingly a void immeasurably vast. Yet across
this immense gulf the sun acts upon the earth and
upon all things in it sometimes with tremendous
force, sometimes with a touch more delicate than

"the snowflake, and does all this just as if there
were no intervening space at all. However incom
prehensible these things may be, they are facts
which no one of sound mind can refuse to believe;
though some men have been so foolish as to say
that they wilf believe nothing which they cannot
anderstand. Does not a consideration of these
marvellous facts help us to believe that nothing can
separate us from the love of Christ?-'• that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
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powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to' separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord "� (Rom. 8, 38, 39.) 

If we can enjoy the presence of the sun, though 
it be ninety million miles away, we should have no 
difficulty in believing in the omnipresence of God, 
who made all the suns. Notwithstanding the im-
mense distance of the sun, it is nevertheless present 
in the earth in a very real sense. We speak of 
going out into the sun, of standing in the sun, and of 
walking in the sun. We also speak of letting the 
sun come in. These words have a very real and 
practical meaning. 

It is just so with Christ. Though now in the 
highest heaven, He is yet present with His own in 
the earth, and has promised to be with them al 1 
the days. Believers are exhorted, .. As ye have 
.received Christ, so walk in Him " (Col. 2, 6). His 
place is in every believer's heart, and He is to be 
sanctified there, as Lord (1 Peter 3, 15). One can 
shut the sun out of his room, if he will, and so he 
may shut Christ out of his heart and life; but the 
sun still waits without, ready to enter : and Christ, 
too, will come in to any man who will open unto 
Him (Rev. 3, 20), and will �righten his life with 
the sunshine of His presence. 

If the reader who has read thus far be one into 
whose heart -the light of truth has not shined, he is 
lovingly urged to pause at this point, and to consider . 
the testimony of God, that His Christ, the true light 
that lighteth every man coming into the. world, 
waits, like the copious sunshine without, ready to 
come in and work the transformation which only the 
light of truth can work ; revealing the hidden things, 
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illuminating the path, driving out all the lurking 
things of darkness, and making every corner of the 
being sweet and wholesome. Christ is waiting to 
come in. Open to Him. It is His voice, and thi� 
is particularly His message in these last days : u If 
any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him.' ' Open to Him ; and God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, will 
shine in your heart, to give the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
(2 Cor. 4, 6). 

Again, the sun is the source of energy or power 
in the accomplishment of every real physical work 
that is done in the earth. By the direct heat and 
attraction of the sun the growth of plant life is 
effected, and plant life in its turn furnishes food, with 
its derived energies, to the entire animal life ,of the 
earth. All the energies of water--power and of wind
power are due to the action of the sun. All the 
power utilised through the expensive force of steam 
or gases, or in the form of� electrical energy, is de-

rived from the energy of the sun's rays, stored up 
ages ago in the coal-beds of the earth. This mighty 
power, moreover, is put forth without noise or 
commotion. Man is much impressed by the working 
of great machinery-ponderous masses of metal, 
moving laborious! y and with great noise. But the 
sun, as a very small part of his ministry to the earth, 
is daily and hourly raising to the clouds above us 
prodigious masses of water, to an amount which we 
can gauge only by thinking of the enormous volumes 
of water which the mouths of all the rivers of the 
earth (that of the Amazon .alone being one hundred 
and eighty miles wide) are pouring every moment 
into the sea ; and this vast work the sun is doing so 
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quietly and unostentatiously that we cannot hear the 
faintest sound of it, nor see the course of a single 
particle of all this ascending mass of water. 

Just so it can be said that all real work that is 
done in the world is done in the power of Christ, and 
through the energy of His Spirit. Men seem to be 
very busy, and to be doing great things ; but their 
\Vorks are " dead works " to be turned away from. 
The only works that have life in them, and that will 
remain, are those which are wrought by the power 
of Christ, for He is the power of God (1 Cor. 1, 
24). All other works are evil works, no matter how 
seemingly good their object may be. The mere fact 
that they are not done through the power of Christ 
and for the glory of the Father, makes them evil. 
Therefore our Lord's testimony concerning the world 
is " that the works thereof are evil " (John 7, 7). 

The work that God is doing in the earth in this 
age is .accomplished, like that of the sun, without 
commotion or display. There is unceasingly a 
mighty work of God going on in all lands; but it 
attracts little notice among all the noisy doings of 
the world. This work is not being done by the 
marts of commerce, or by the great factories, or by 
the manreuvres of fleets and armies, or even by the 
formal observances and ceremonies of ecclesiastical 
systems ; but wherever the story of the Cross is told, 
wherever the good news of God concerning His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, is announced and believed 
(Rom. 1, 1--3), God is quickening dead souls; and 
these, coming to Christ as unto a living stone, dis-
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and 
precious, are, as living stones themselves, being 
built up into a spiritual house, an holy priesthood 
(I Peter 2, 4 and 5). 
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This is a real work, and one which will endure 
for ever. It is the work to which God will point in 
the ages to come as displaying '' the exceeding 
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus " (Eph. 2, 7). But men are 
too deeply engrossed in their own puny and perish,.. 
able works whereby they seek to give lustre to 
man's little day, to pay any heed to the great and 
wondrous work that God is now carrying on, and 
which will be the wonder and admiration of the uni-
verse when '' the earth also and the works that ar.e 
therein shall be burned up " (2 Peter 3, 10). 

When we come to consider the moon a little 
more fully than we have done, we need to observe 
first of all that she has no light of her own, and that 
her ministry to the earth is during the night. The 
only light she can throw upon the earth is that which 
she reflects from the sun. The moon is thus a wit
ness to the existence and reality and brightness of 
the sun during his absence. To the extent to which 
the moon reflects the light of the sun, she is 

O 

a 
faithful witness in heaven " (Ps. 89, 3 7). 

The moon is a type of the Church in he1 
representative capacity, in what she was required to 
be-a faithful witness of Christ to the world during 
the night of His absence. In this outward or 
representative capacity, as in every instance where 
there has been human responsibility, the Church has 
dismally failed. Her light is fitful, varying, and un
certain. Seldom does she present a full-orbed 
testimony; and often her light is wholly wanting, and 
she is not found in the heavens at all. 

The performance by the moon of her proper 
office to the earth depends upon her position · and 
attitude relatively to it and to the sun. She must be 
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occupied solely with the sun, standing fully in his 
light and presenting her illuminated side fully to the 
earth, so that the latter sees in her only the light of 
the sun. The professing Church has sadly failed 
to keep her proper place, and hence the world has 
not had the light which it should have had during 
this long night, and which would have made it a very 
different ,vorld. Every believer should acknowledge 
this failure, and confess before God his share in it. 

Then, again, there are seasons when a cold 
black shadow is seen to steal across the face of the 
moon, and to extinguish her light. It is the dark 
shadow of the world which has come in between 
her and the sun. The occurrence which this typi
fies is very familiar. The world has been only too 
successful in casting its influence over the Church, 
and in marring her testimony. A moon that is 
eclipsed by the world can render the world no 
iervice; neither can a worldly Church be of any 
benefit to the world. 

There is one sun and one moon, as there is 
u One Lord ', and " one body '' (Eph. 4, 4 and 
5); but of stars there is an innumerable host. 

The stars fitly represent, in their relation to the 
earth, as well as in their ministry to it, the indi
vidual believers who are living in this age of dark-
ness. These are the heavenly seed of Abraham; 
for his seed was to be '' as the stars of the sky for 
multitude," besides being "as the sand that is by the 
seashore innumerable ', (Heb. 11 , 12). The latter 
expression suggests Abraham's earthly seed, the 
children of Israel; and the former his heavenly seed, 
the children of God, the believers of this age : for 
'' they which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham,'' and '• they which be of faith are 
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blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. 3, 7, 9). 
" They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament ; and they that tum many to righteous,.. 
ness as the stars for ever and ever " (Dan. 12, 3). 

In Rev. I, 20 the Risen Christ, walking in the 
midst of the lampstands, explains that the seven 
stars which He holds in His right hand represent the 
angels (or messengers} of the seven churches. What ... 
ever we may understand to be signified by the angels 
of the churches, it is clear that these stars represent 
individuals in a position of responsibility in the eart� 
their business being to shine. 

The business of the stars is very simple. They 
have only to shine. They do not have to furnish the 
light, for it is given to them. They have only to 
let it be seen. Just such is the simple business of 
the sons of God in this age. u That ye may be 
blameless and sincere, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom shine ye as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life '' (Phil. 2, 15 
and 16). 

The believer does not have to provide his own 
light. He does not have to produce a shining 
surface by means of polish or culture. His light 
is given to him. It is the light of truth. None 
others have it but believers only. It is a solemn 
fact, a great responsibility. There are many false 
lights in the world ; and unless believers let their 
light shine, there will be nothing to guide perishing 
souls in their search for the place of refuge : for 
" ye are the light of the world " (Matt. 5, 14.). It

is not a great thing that is required of them : only to 
let their light shine. Though it be but the feeblest 
glimmer and twinkle of a light, let it shine. It 
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n1ay suffice to guide some wandering soul aright, and 
thus to glorify God. Therefore, '' Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven '' 
(Matt. 5, 16). For a star to shine is for it a 
" good work," since that is what is required of it. 
Let us then take this great responsibility to heart. 
u The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord " 
(Prov. 20, 27). But " no man, when he hath 
lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel or 
putteth it under a bed ; but setteth it on a candle
stick, that they which enter in may see the light " 
(Luke 8, 16). What are we believers doing with 
the candles which the Lord has lighted? Are there 
not enough candles of the Lord in the earth to 
illumine the world with the light of God's truth? 
Alas I the lights of believers are being more and 
more obscured bx business (hidden under a bushel) 
or by pleasure (hidden under a bed); and so the 
darkness deepens in the earth as the fourth watch 
of the night draws to its close. 

In order that the star may let its light be seen 
in the earth, it must maintain its separate sphere 
above the earth. The light of the Jallen star is 
no longer seen. So the believer, to be of any ser
vice as a witness for Christ to the world, must 
maintain his place of separation from the world. 
When the believer mingles freely with the world 
and its doings, his testimony is gone. 

The star does not seek honour for itself, or to 
make itself known. Nothing is known about the star 
but its light. ll: is just a point of light in the 
heavens, and nothing more. Nor should the believer 
seek to be something in the world, or to get any 
honours or distinction for himself. He is just a 
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witness for Christ (Acts 1 , 8), that is all ; and the 
only thing to be considered about a witness is, not 
his social standing, or his wealth or his looks, 01

his talents, but-his testimony. 

And whilst all this garnishing of the Heavenly 
realm was being accomplished, the Earth itself 
appeared to be neglected on this Fourth Day, but 
actually the Luminaries were " SET " in their 
Heavenly places to give Light upon the Earth in 
the Days yet to come. 

In like manner, during this " Present Age," 
God is garnishing His Heavenly Kingdom with 
Jewels which are to form the Bride of Christ. In 
other words His Church will prove to be in a 
later Age, with Christ her Lord, the Light in 
which the Nations of the World shall walk as dis
closed in the Revelation. 

And whilst it would appear on the surface 
that in this Age Israel (typified upon the Third Day 
by the Earth) is set aside or overlooked, yet we 
know that once the Church is " SET " in glory and 
individual believers shine in their celestial Glory in 
their respective spheres of administration with 
Christ their Lord, God wil I again take up His 
earthly people Israel, and deal once more witl'l 
this earthly realm and the Nations in particular. 
This we are about to witness in a consideration of the 
Fifth Day, but let us grip firmly, and well, the 
grand truth that before the next Age dawns, all who 
are of this Heavenly realm will have been translated 
from Earth to Heaven to shine as the Stars evermore,.. 
For this " Hope " we daily wait. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE FIFTH DAY. 

This portion of our. study, representing the 
Fifth '' Age ' ' or dispensation, covers the period 
from the Coming of the Lord '' FOR '' -His Saints, 
until His return with them, with flaming fire in 
power and great glory, and is a period of unsur..
passed sorrow, trouble and judgment as we shall 
see. 

Whilst on Earth it is the time of the Anti-Christ 
who has now been manifest, in all his Satanic 
Power, yet the purposes of God are ripening fast, 
and His ·over..-ruling hand is becoming more and 
more evident to those who are '' WITH HIM,·· 
and the close of the Age will usher in the 
Millennium of God when He, whose right it is to 
reign, shall take the Government truly upon His 
Shoulder. 

•' Let the Waters bring forth abundantly,'' 
says God in Gen. 1, 20. 

Up to this point, the Waters appear to have 
been '' Dead,'' but now at His Word they teem 
with '• Life '' from the Great Whales, specially 
mentioned as created of God upon this fifth day 
(possibly to combat the infidels• statements con
cerning Jonah), to every living creature that the 
waters brought forth, and that •' abundantly,'� 
note, and also including every winged fowl, after 
his kind. 
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We have before noted that Rev. 17, 15 
tells us that the Waters represent " peoples and 
multitudes and nations and tongues,'' so that we 
clearly see at the beginning of this fifth Age a 
mass of peoples who, in the sight of God, are 
spiritually " DEAD," just as the Waters, at the 
opening of the fifth day, were without any visible 
sign of life. 

This is exactly as we would expect, seeing 
that at the close of the fourth Age the entire 
Church of God has been translated to Heaven. 
All believers---irrespective of party, name ot creed 
-have gone to be '' WITH CHRIST '' ; their
sole qualification being their implicit faith and trust
in His most precio!.!s blood. Because they
BELIEVED His Word, in the Day of His Grace,
and pinned their entire faith and hope, to what
the Saviour said, they have now gone to their
Reward in Glory, translated in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, and are now " Forever with
the Lord."

All such believers were reckoned in the 
counsel and purposes of God as " ALIVE." 
Once they had also been ' ' Dead ' ' in trespasses 
and Sins, without Hope and without God in the 
world, but now " in " Christ Jesus they are 
ALIVE from the Dead, and complete in Him, 
for they had believed the truth of John 3, 36, 
which says that 
"He that believeth on the Son HATH EVER-

LASTING LIFE " 

and at His Coming they had proved the glorious 
truth of such a promise. May I digress here, for 
a moment, dear reader, to assure you that whilst in 
this chapter we are dealing with that ' 'Age '' or dis
pensation which follows this present Day of Grace, 
yet actually, TO-DAY, the Day of Grace has 
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not yet closed-it may do so ere thi1 night falls-
but 

O 

Behold now is the Accepted Time, 
Behold now is the Day of Salvation,'' and if you 
have never really BELIEVED on the Son of God, 
the opportunity is yours to-day and you can put to 
the test John 3, 36 here and now, if you will, and 
prove that '' He that believeth on the Son HA TH

EVERLASTING LIFE,'' and then whenever 
this Age does close, it will be your happy portion, 
as well as mine, and the entire Church of God, 
te be taken instantaneously, silently and in a 
moment of time from Earth to Heaven. Dare 
you miss such a blessing? Can you risk putting 
off so vital a matter? 

Remember '' He that believeth NOT the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth 
on him,'' John 3, 36, which brings me back from 
my digression, to remind you that once the Church 
of God has been translated to Heaven, all who are 
left behind, whilst they will be as physically alive 
as they are to-day, and perhaps in just as good 
health and strength yet, in the sight of God they 
will be SPIRITUALLY DEAD and this is the 
scene or picture that Gen. 1, 20 portrays at the 
opening of the fifth day. 

But God now comes, once again, to earth, 
and that to bless. During the fourth Age He 
has been occupied with heavenly things, the calling 
out of a heavenly people for a heavenly home. 
The Mansions He has gone to prepare for you 
and for me are in His Father's House on high, but 
when we have gone up to occupy that blessed 
abode He has gone to prepare, and when 

•' He and I in that bright glory 
One deep joy shall share 
Mine to be for ever with Him 
His that I am there, ' ' 
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He will then begin once again Hia work of bl�s
ing upon this earth and although it will be a 
blessing borne of intense suffering and anguish, yet 
for His earthly people Israel it will really be but 
the beginning of incalculable blessing. To-day 
we preach the Gospel of the Grace of God, but 
in that day, what is known as the Gospel of the 
Kingdom will be once more proclaimed and those 
who believe and receive that message will suffer 
and· endure persecution and affliction such as we 
in this Age of Grace have neither known, nor can 
imagine. The present Jewish persecution in Ger
many and similar countries is but a dim shadowing 
of what awaits those whose stand for God in the 
coming ·" Age " of judgment. Let none who 
live in this day of Grace persuade themselves that 
they will have another chance then, for if they 
cannot, and will not, trust the Saviour in this, 
the day of His grace, when everything is made 
so easy for them, and to be a Christian is counted 
an honour, how do you think they will be able 
to stand in that day when, to name the Name of 
God even will be a crime, and countless thousands 
who do so will seal their testimony in their blood, 
and the number of the martyrs will be swollen 
beyond human measure� Nay, friend, TO-DAY 
is your opportunity and if you neglect so great 
salvation now, there will be no escaping the wrath 
to come. 

The line of thought we are steadily pursuing 
will begin to show any intelligent reader how 
that certain events and happenings which have 
perhaps been very hazy in their mind as to how, 
and when, they will take place, now begin to fall 
into their proper place. and viewing divine truths
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in their correct perspective we can see and under
stand more clearly the wonderful ways and pur
poses of God. 

For instance, how many in the past, hav-e 
spoken of certain wars as the Battle of Armageddon 
and have seen in the rise of certain Dictators the 
promised Anti-Christ and false prophet, and in the 
present persecution of the Jews the time of Jacob• s 
trouble and the Great Tribulation? 

None of these things can take place during 
this Age of Grace, or before the Lord returns 
'' for '' His Church. They are all events of 
the Fifth Age-that of Judgment, but whilst fully 
stressing this important side of the truth, we must 
also bear in mind the fact that a full-grown Anti
Christ, for example, is not born ready made, and 
that it IS very possible that the coming one i"5 
already here, perhaps as a child or even a young 
man, ready to be manifested when the Church 
of Christ has gone. Likewise the present persecu
tion of the Jews may be but a forerunner of that 
even greater persecution yet to come and which 
will culminate in the Battle of Armageddon. 

Bearing all this in mind, let us now read a 
verse or two from II Thess. 2, where Paul writes 
to his Thessalonian believers telling them not to 
be soon shaken or troubled by any who should tell 
them that the " Day of Christ ,. is at hand (v. 2). 

'' L t d · '' h 
'' I e no man ecewe you, e says, or 

that ' Day ' shall not come except there come a 
/alling away first and that man of Sin (Anti-Christ) 
be revealed, tht son of perdition who oppose th
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
Qr that i, worshipped " (vo. 3 and 4). 
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Then Paul goes on to tell them how that they 
know what '' withholdeth '' or restraineth the full 
manifestation of this Man of Sin (v. 6). Even in 
that day he says the mystery of iniquity (or lawless-
ness) already worked. The beginnings of it were 
there then, nigh two thousand years ago. ' ' Only,'• 
says Paul, " He who now letteth (or hindereth) 
will let (hinder), until He be taken out of the 
w.ay •· (v. 7). Of whom do you think the 
Apostle was speaking? Of none other than the 
blessed third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit
of God. And when will " He .

, 
be taken away, 

do you think? When He takes the Church of 
God at the Coming of Christ and presents her to
the Saviour " in the Air . .

, 
In Jno. 14, 3, the 

Saviour told His own that He would come again 
and '• RECEIVE '' them unto Himself. Have 
you ever realised that it is impossible to 
RECEIVE .anything, without someone else 
" GIVING "? I may " take ., a book from 
a table or shelf, but if I RECEIVE one, there 
must of necessity be a '' GIVER.'' When 
Christ therefore comes to the air with the 
" SHOUT," and the Voice of the Archangel, 
calling all His Own to Himself, the Holy Spirit, 
who indwells each and ev�ry believer individually, 
as well as the Church of God as a whole, will 
then present her to the Saviour, who will 
RECEIVE that " Mystical Body " from His 
Hand and they, with the Holy Spirit, will have 
left this earth for ever. Thus, He who had 
hind�red the full manifestation of the Man of Sin 
is now gone and who can tell, or estimate, the 
immense influence and restraining power the Holy 
S�irit of God has in tbe world to-day, through the 
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many thousands of Christians scattered over its 
surface. Only the coming Age will reveal the 
vast difference, when evil, in all its satanic force, 
manifests itself to the full, for II Thess. 2, goes 
on to say 

" And THEN shall that Lawless One be 
revealed " (v. 8) whose coming is a/fer the work
ing of Satan with all power and signs and lying 
wonders and with all deceivableness of unrighteous
ness in them that perish; because they received not 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved and 
Jor this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie, that they all might 
be damned ( condemned) who believed not the truth 
but had· pleasure in unrighteousness (vv. 9-12). 

Thus you ,vill see that there is very little hope 
of salvation, in That day, for those who reject or 
neglect in this Age of Grace. 

V. 8 also tells us that when the Lord does
come finally in His Power and Majesty, He will 
consume this Wicked One with the Spirit of His 
mouth and destroy him with the Brightness of His 

. 

coming. 

If then, all these events really belong to the 
next Age, and yet we believe that we can see 
the shaping of them in the events happening in 
Europe to-day, surely we can only reasonably 
conclude that the Coming of the Lord " FOR n

His saints, must be very near indeed, and if, when 
it comes, it will only take '' A MOMENT '' of 
time, and is accomplished in the " Twinkling of 
an eye,'' it behoves us one and all to be absolutely 
on the tip-toe of expectancy, for He may come

TO-DAY f and what if He found us . . . ? 

71 



But we must now confine our study a little 
more closely to the FIFTH AGE itself, having 
seen the characteristics of it, and in some measure 
what to expect therefrom. Spiritually the scene 
opens with DEATH stamped all over it, but just 
as God said " Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly '' (Gen. 1 , 20) on the fifth day, and 
they did so, even from such a dead expanse, so 
in like manner the fifth Age, in spite of all its 
terrible tribulation and persecutions, will yield a 
rich and abundant harvest for God. 

The Gospel of the Kingdom will be pro
claimed in that day, and whilst once again God 
will primarily take up His earthly people Israel 
in blessing in so doing, He will likewise bless the 
Gentile nations in a national way, especially those 
who have considered kindly His Ancient people. 
Possibly our Lord• s Miracle in John 21, when the 
disciples had toiled all night and caught nothing 
but at His word cast the net on the right side of 
the ship with such an abundant harvest that they 
were not ab!e to draw it for the multitude of fishes, 
depicts something of the blessing of this Age of 
Judgment. The fish in the sea represent men in 
their natural state and element, from which they 
have to be taken if they are to enter into the 
blessing of God's Kingdom and in this connection 
remember our Lord's words to Peter that He would 
make those who followed Him '' Fishers of men '' 
(Matt. 4, 19). 

As to the _actual Harvest of that day we need 
only to turn over to the Revelation where in Chapter 
7 we find a hundred and· forty--four thousand of the 
twelve tribes of Israel and in addition to these, a 
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great multitude which no man could number of all 
nations and kindreds and peoples and tongues 
standing before the Throne with white robes and 
palms in their hands {v. 9), and when one of the 
elders asked " Who are these?" he was told that 

" These are they which came out of the Great 
T ribulalion and have washed their Robes and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb " (v. 14). 

Thus we learn, that the Gospel of the King
dom is a very similar message to the Gospel of to
day, for it will still be the precious Blood of Christ 
that will avail in that Day, as in this, and only 
those who trust to its cleansing power will have 
their garments cleansed and their sins washed away. 
What a wonderful Sa vi our to be sure that His 
most precious blood is able · to save, not only a 
multitude which no man can number in this dis
pensation, but in that also ! Paul must have had 
something of this wonderful Harvest of the Great 
Tribulation in mind, when he penned his letter to 
the Romans and reminded them in Chapter 11 , v. 
1 5, that if the setting aside of Israel, in this 
present fourth Age or dispensation, has meant so 
much blessing to the Gentile Nations what shall 
the receiving of them be, in the next Age, when 
God again takes up His earth I y people? He 
speaks of it as " Life from the Dead " (v. 15), 
as indeed it will prove to be. 

As to the actual persecution and sorrows of 
that awful tribulation, time and space will not 
permit of us to deal at length. None can conceive 
or describe all that it will mean, but the Saviour 
Himself gave us sufficient indication of its terrible
ness as recorded by Mark in Chapter 13 and by 
Matthew in Chapter 24 of their respective Gospels. 
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The disciples had asked the Saviour " When 
shall these things be?" and in verses 6-13 of Mark 
I 3 He gave them some idea of how the future 
v,ould unfold, and then in v. 14 he speaks of 
Daniel's prophesy concerning the '' abomination of 
desolation " being set up when, says the Saviour, 
u Let them that be in Judea flee to the Mountains, 
and let him that is on. the housetop not go down 
into the house and let him that is in the field not 
turn back again for to take up his garment {vv. 
14 / 16). All figurative language of the intensity 
of the persecution, for He goes on to say, u Woe 
to them that are with child '' {v. 17) and urges 
them to pray that it be not in winter, for in those 
days shall be affiiction such as was not from the 
beginning of the creation " {vv. 18 / 19). " Except 
that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh 
should be saved," added the Saviour, " but for 
the. elects' sake, He hath shortened the days " 
(v. 20). Rev. 6, 9 / 11 also vividly depicts the 
t�rrible and appalling persecution, whilst Rev. 13 
tells us of the condition of life in those times when 
Satanic miracles will be wrought and all, rich and 
poor, small and great, free and bond, will be 
compelled to receive a mark in their right hand or, 
in their forehead, and without this mark they cannot 
buy or sell ; but yet on the other hand God says 

•' If any man worship the beast and his image 
and receive his mark in his forehead or on his hand 
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of 
God which is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the Holy 
Angels and in the presence of the Lamb '' {Rev. 14, 
10). What a choice I And what persecution for 
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those who stand for God I No wonder those days 
are to be shortened ; yet wonder of wonders, out 
of such Great Tribulation comes a company true 
to God, that no man can number. When God 
calls life out of death, the waters do indeed 
bring forth abundantly, to the Glory of God. 

Not only did .the waters abound with life but 
the fowl of the air also, and in this we see por
trayed God's rule in the Heavens. It was the 
Fowl of the air, you will remember, that came and 
devoured the Good Seed which the Sowe1 
scattered in Matt. 13 and the fowls of the air 
are very descriptive of the activities of Satan and 
his host to-day for is he not called in Scripture 
the prince of the Power of the Air? (Eph. 2, 2.) 
And he still sees to it that the Good Seed is
devoured wherever possible. But the day is cpm-. 
ing, and this fifth Age, of which we are speakin_g, 
will see its fulfilment, when Satan and his host 
will be cast down from their heavenly position .to 
earth {Rev. 12, 9) and later to the bottomless p1f 
to be bound a thousand years (Rev. 20, 2) and 
finally cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 21 . fO)' 
And thus the entire Heavens will be purged of 
these Evil pow·ers, and God's blessing will fill bot� 
the Heavens and the Earth at the close of the Sixth 
Age. This final defeat of Satan• will not take 
place until after the Millennium but the fifth Age 
itself will see the Anti-Christ and his false prophet 
cast together alive into the lake of Fire and Brim
stone, before the Millennial reign begins and I ,000 
years before their Satanic Master. Of this the 
Saviour foretold in the closing verses of his Olivet 
discourse. (Matt. 24, 29 /31.) 
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As to the length or duration of this Fifth Age 
we cannot be dogmatic for Scripture does not fore-
tell. The actual " Great Tribulation " will be 
about three and a half years and this we glean 
from our Lord's reference to the '' Abomination 
of Desolation " which refers us back to the 
prophecies of the Book of Daniel. In Chapter 9 
Daniel tells us of the Seventy weeks determined 
upon Israel. It is strange that the clear division of 
these seventy weeks has been so much ignored. The 
24th verse in Daniel 9 is the prophecy stated in a 
general way. ' • Seventy weeks are apportioned 
out upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
close the transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make expiation for iniquity, and to 
bring in the righteousness of ages, and to seal the 
vision and the prophet, and to anoint the Holy 
of Holies.•• 

Seventy sevens, as it is in the Hebrew, make 
490. This space of time is, so Gabriel declared,
apportioned out for the people of Israel and
Jerusalem, and at the close of it the full blessing
of Israel will come to pass; the righteousness of the
ages, undoubtedly referring to the sixth age, the
millennium.

The first seven weeks (that is 49 years) men
tioned in v. 25 is the period of time which elapsed 
from the giving of the command to rebuild 
Jerusalem and its walls till this was accomplished. 
The commission to restore and build Jerusalem was 
given to Nehemiah by Artaxerxes in his twentieth 
year. 
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The sixty-two weeks which follow is the

period of time from the complete restoration of the 
city and the walls till Messiah was cut off, that was 
the death of Christ. His own people reject Him 
and then in consequence of · that rejection, the city 
and the sanctuary is to be destroyed by the people 
of the prince, that shall come. Wars and desola
tions, persecutions and troubles, bloodshed and 
sufferings, was to be the lot of the Jewish people 
after the rejection of the Messiah, a prophecy stated 
not only here but throughout the prophetic Word 
and so solemnly come true for well nigh two 
thousand years. 

And then comes a break between the 69th 
and 70th weeks. This break allows for the Fourth 
Age, which occupied our study in Chapter 7, and 
at its close the Seventieth week begins to run 
its course. In the light of this we clearly see that 
this fifth Age will be of at least Seven years• dura
tion, and that the Great Tribulation will begin 
half-way through, but it is very possible that this 
fifth Age in its entirety may last considerably longer 
than seven years. Speaking of the Prince that shall 
arise, Daniel says 

" And he shall confirm a covenant with the 
many for one week (of Seven years) and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease, and because of the protection 
of the abominations there shall be a desolator, even 
until the Consummation and what is determined 
,hall be poured out upon the desolate '' {Daniel 
9. 27).
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Then in 9, 31 , he says '' And forces shall 
stand on his part, and they shall profane the sane ... 
tuary, the fortress, and shall take away the con ... 
tinual sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination 
that maketh desolate," and again in 12, 11 " And 
from the time that the continual sacrifice is taken 
way, and the abomination that maketh desolate set 
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and 
ninety days.'' 

There can be no doubt that the Lord refers 
to these three passages in Daniel, and it is of that 
abomination mentioned in these passages of which 
He speaks. These three verses in Daniel refer all 
to the same period of time of three years and a 
half. 

Up to now the '' Prince that shall come '' of 
v. 26 has not yet appeared ; when he comes he will
be the leader of the confederacy of the nations,
who inhabit the territory of the Roman empire, a
mighty man who is under the control and inspiration
of Satan. He will make a covenant with the Jews
for seven years. It is interesting to notice that the
covenant will be made with '' the many,'' not with
all, for the believing Jewish remnant will know the
true personality of .the wicked prince and refuse to
enter into that covenant, which will be un
doubtedly of a political nature and connected with
the resettlement of the Jews in Palestine, the re
building of the temple and the institution of their
worship by sacrifices.

This covenant will be effected in the beginning 
�f the week (seven years) and all will run smoothly 
for a while. But in the middle of the week he will 
unmask himself and in conjunction with that other 
wicked one, the man of sin, the 10n of perdition, 
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the personal anti-Christ, he will break the covenant 
and cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease. 
In its place he will set up the abomination of 
idolatrous worship. (Dan. 9, 31.) 

The nett result of all this means, of course, 
that the faithful remnant are scattered yet again 
over the face of the earth and the present German 
persecution and the world-wide scattering of 
refugees surely gives us, in some measure, an idea 
of what this will mean ; but with the advent of 
the Messiah to Olivet in power and great glory 
Israel shall be saved nationally, and then will begin 
such a gathering of the chosen race as has never yet 
been seen, a gathering which can only be measured 
in its greatness by considering the vastness of their 
dispersion. Although this regathering of Israel 
after the Great Tribulation really refers to the next_ 
Age of Blessing yet we close our present chapter 
upon this note of victory, as a glorious consumma
tion of perhaps the most heavily afflicted Age or 
dispensation in God's deal�ngs with mankind. 

'' .A.nd it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall 
come which were ready to perish in the land of 
Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of 
Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem." (Isaiah 27, 13 .) 

" And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be 
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from 
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from 
Shinar, and from Hamath, ana from the islands of 
the rea. 
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• • And he shall set up an ensign for the
nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from 
the four corners of the earth. ' ' (Isaiah 11 , 11 / 1 2 .) 

• • Therefore, behold, the days come, saith
the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord 
liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt ; 

'• But, The Lord liveth, that brought up the 
children of Israel from the land of the north, and 
from all the lands whither he had driven them : 
and I will bring them again into their land that I 
gave unto their fathers. 

" Behold, I will- send for many fishers, saith 
the Lord, and they shall fish them ; and after will 
I send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them 
from every mountain, and from every hill, and out 
of the holes of the rocks.'' (Jeremiah 16, 14 / 16.) 

'' Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
these the least my brethren ye· have done it unto 
M 

,,

e. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE SIXTH DAY. 

THE MILLENNIUM. 

Upon the dark background of our previous 
chapter, it is now possible to portray what is 
perhaps one of the most delightful pictures that 
ever mortal dreamed. 

In these days of fear and dread, when men's 
hearts are failing them and they are seeking Peace 
but not finding it, what could be more delightful to 
meditate upon than that scene so long foretold and 
the desire of ruled and ruler alike, when the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid and the calf and the young 

, lion and the f atling together and a little child shall 
lead them {Isa. 1 1 , 7), or, as expressed in another 
superb passage which statesmen, politicians and 
Presidents alike delight to quote, in these days of 
swift re-armament, '' They shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and 'their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation. Neither shall they learn war any more '' 
(Isa. 2, 4). 

Well may we ask when shall this be and who 
shall accomplish such a glorious ideal ? Yet the 
sixth age or dispensation is such an one as this, and 
for a thousand years will this happy condition of 
things exist while He, whom earth once rejected as 
its rightful heir, shall sit upon the Throne of uni
versal government and reign in righteousness and 
equity, 
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The Great Tribulation has culminated in a 11 
nations being gathered together by God Himself

(Rev. 16, 16) at Armageddon in battle array 
against God Almighty. These peoples were all 
banded together as one, under the Satanic influence 
and power of the Dragon, the Beast and the False 
Prophet, and make war with the Lamb, for God 
hath put in their hearts to fulfil His will, and to 
agree, and give their Kingdom unto the Beast until 
the. Words of God shall be fulfilled (Rev. 17, 18). 
We shall then also see full agreement between the 
revived Roman Empire and the Vatican, for both 
will be united in that war. But just when things 
look their very worst for Israel, and all hope seems 
gone, Heaven opens .and the Christ of God comes 
forth to smite the nations, and what a slaughter ! 
Rev. 19, 11-16, depicts it thus :-

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faith ... 
Jul and True, and in righteousness He doth judge 
and make war. 

His eyes were as a fiame of fire, and on his head 
were many crowns; and He had a name written, 
that no man knew, but He Himself. 

And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood : and His name is called The Word of God. 

And the armies which were in heaven /ollowed 
Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 

And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that 
with it He should smite the nations : and He shall rule 
·them with a rod of iron : and He treadeth the wine ...
presses of the -fi,erceness and wrath of A /mighty God.

And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh 
a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS. 
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Before such a Mighty Conqueror, the hosts of 
earth shall quail, for He comes to settle the des• 
tinies of the world for a thousand years. In this 
our day we often say, " God hath appointed a day 
in the which He will judge the world in righteous
ness by that Man whom He hath ordained ''
(Acts 17, 31 ). That Day has now come, and He 
will truly Judge righteously, for " His eyes are a 
flame of fire ''-Divine Omniscience-knowing all, 
and searching out all iniquity and unrighteousness. 
Note also that upon His head are many Diadems. 
The Dragon had seven diadems and the Beast ten, 
but Christ surpasses all with '' Many Diadems,'' 
and a Name which no one knows but Himself. 
DEITY personified is now about to reign supreme, 
in the world which He Himself had made and His 
own plan of Creation He is now about to seal with 
His own Government. 

'' Out of His mouth goeth a sharp Sword,'' 
with which He will smite the Nations. In the 
Temptation in the Wilderness you will remember He 
simply Sf.ake and Satan was defeated ; in the 
Garden (John 18, 5) He again spake and they fell 
to the ground as dead. Now again from His 
Mouth goes the Word, and His enemies are slain. 
His power, like His knowledge, is irresistible. 

As to His titles, we notice first of all that He 
is called '' FAITHFUL AND TRUE '' ; for He proved 
Himself emphatically to be the faithful witness, 
always doing those things which pleased God, and 
always faithful to man. He never failed. He alone 
could say, " I am the truth "; for He only was 
ever true to God, and true to all else. And now 
-oh, how solemn !-He will be faithful and true in
judging the world in righteousness.
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We find, too, that ' 'He had A NAME WRITTEN 
WHICH NO MAN KNEW BUT HE HIMSELF.•• What 
mortal could ever know the name of Him who was 
'' God manifested in the flesh?•• Who can con
ceive the name of Him whose love passeth know
ledge? It should be enough for us to be told, that 
'' no man knoweth the Son, but the Father. • • (Matt. 
11, 27.) 

We are told also that His name is called •' THE. 
WORD OF Goo.'' He is the embodiment of the 
written word. He could say, " Thy law is within 
My heart." It is He that was in the beginning, that 
was with God and was God, by whom all things 
were made. The Word that was made flesh, whose 
glory John beheld-the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. It 
shows us His divine, eternal character, and His fit
ness for carrying out the purposes set forth in the 
word of God. 

He also bears '' on His vesture and on 'His thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS • •; for He will be manifested as the only 
Potentate, to whom all powers, dominions, and 
authorities must be subject. Now His Lordship is 
denied ; but then every knee must bow. Still the 
world's cry is, "We have no king but Cresar "; but 
then it will be seen that all power is given unto Him, 
and that His dominion is universal and everlasting. 
In the judgment which ushers in His kingdom, as 
well as during His millennial reign, He will show 
that faithfulness, and truth, and universal supremacy, 
belong lo Him. 

Earlier in our chapter we commented upon 
Isaiah's tribute to His Millennial reign, and we now 
note that that beautiful stanza of his, which we 
quoted, is prefaced with a remark concerning His 
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glorious all-conquering victory. Of it, the Prophet 
says, in language entirely different to that of the 
Revelation, but nevertheless equally magnificent and 
forceful :-

And there shall come /orth a rod out of the stem 
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots :

And shall make him of quick understanding in 
the /ear of the Lord : and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hear
ing of his ears :

But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, 
and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
e·arth : and he shall smite the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he 
slay the wicked. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loinf>, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins {Isa. 11 , 1-5). 

And what a result, to be sure, comes from this 
sudden manifestation of the Lord in Glory and how 
the entire picture is altered, for instead of all 
nations now being gathered together against the 
Lamb, the Lamb has overcome them and the writer 
of the Revelation tells us that he 

. . . saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 
cried with a loud voice, saying to all the Jowls that 
fl,y in the midst of heaven, Come and gather your
selves together unto the supper of the great God; 

That ye may eat the -Jl,esh of kings, and the fiesh 
of captains, and the fiesh of mighty men, and the 
fl,esh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and 
the fl,esh of all men, both free and bond, both small 
and great. 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against him that sat on the horse, and against his 
army. 
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And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought miracles be/ore him, with 
which he deceived them that had received the mark 
of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. 
These both Were cast alive into a lake of fire burn-
ing with brimstone. 

What a prospect for the Mighty ones of Earth, 
and what a future for the Dictators of Europe, who 
to-day are oppressing God's chosen people and 
paving the way for this open aggression against 
God Himself, to end so ignominiously! May all 
such take heed and beware, for we are told that 
• • He shall rule them with a rod of Iron '' (Rev.
19, 15, and Ps. 2). How enlightening to read
the Second Psalm afresh in the light of all these
wonderful facts. But this is simply the inaugura-

tion of tl-ie l\.1iliennial reign of Christ and the begin
ning of truly wonderful days of Heaven upon
earth. Into the original Creation Satan came and
marred God's handiwork, but no such disaster is to
be allo,-ved to spoil this glorious scene, and so next
we find an Angel coming down out of Heaven
with the Key of the Bottomless Pit and a great
chain; and laying hold of the Dragon, that Old
Serpent, the Devil and Satan, he binds him for
a thousand years. Thus the Trinity of evil is
removed from the earth. The Beast and False
Prophet have already been cast alive into the Lake
of Fire, and Satan now is in the Bottomless Pit.

That which is anticipated in Rev. 11 , 1 5 , where 
the seventh Angel declares that '' the Kingdoms 
of this world are become the Kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, is now an accomplished 
fact, and that of which prophets foretold, Seers 
beheld in vision and Psalmist wrote so much, is 
now fulfilled. The Millennial Kingdom has come, 
and not only does Christ reign supreme throughout 
all the Earth, but there are others reigning with 

86 



Him and it is this aspect of our subject which our 
• • plan " in Genesis I shows in all its beauty.
When God created Man on the sixth day of His
Creation, He very carefully said, " Let us make
Man and let ' them ' have dominion " (Gen,
1 , 26). Did He mean • • them '' as the plural of
man? By no means. There could be only ONE
Man in God's estimation because that One man
was to be a type of a far greater Second Man, the
Lord from Heaven. Only ONE Adam then, as
there was to be only one LAST Adam in the ful
filment of the type. What then did God mean
when He said • • And let ' them ' have dominion ''?
The very next verse tells us : • '· So God created

man is His own image, in the image of God created
He him. Male and fem ale created He them and
God blessed them and said unto ·them Be fruitful
and 'multiply and replenish the_ earth and SUBDUE
it and have dominion." (Gen. 1, 27 /28)

This is a great mystery, says Paul in Eph. 5, 32, 
but I speak concerning Christ and the Church. 
Just as there had to be an Adam and Eve before 
dominion was given to them, so there has to be the 
Marriage of the Lamb in Heaven before Christ 
comes forth in His power and great glory, and when 
He does come thus to reign, He is coming with 
ten thousands of His Saints for we, also, shall 
appear (or be manifested) with Him in glory. 
What a wonderful thought. And what a magnifi
cent scene that Marriage Supper of the Lamb in 
Heaven must be, just prior to our Beloved Lord's 
glorious manifestation to Earth ! The fulfilment 
of I Cor., 6. 2, is now before us. " Do ye not 
know," says Paul, " that the Saints shall 
judge the world," and such are doubtless the 
occupiers of the Thrones in Rev. 20, 4, unto whom 
judgment was given. We note also that reigning 
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with them is that innumerable company of Martyrs 
from the Great Tribulation, and also the faithful 
ones who had not received the Mark of the Beast. 
God always, then as well as now, honours those 
who honour Him, and if we would learn at least 
one practical lesson from all this mass of Divine 
truth it should surely be that we serve a wonderful 
Lord who is surely worthy of more devoted service 
and our entire affection ! 

For a fuller and more detailed description of the 
glories which await the Saints of God is this wonder-
ful Day of our Saviours Glorious reign we pass over 
from the early verses of Rev. 20 to Rev. 21 , 9-2 7, 
where, after describing the conditions of the Eternal 
State which we shall consider in our next chapter, 
the Apostle is shown in vision the Bride, the 
Lamb• s wife as the Holy Jerusalem descending out 
of Heaven, from God. 

It is a city of life, and light, and glory. As an-
other has said, '' The Church, as the candlestick, 
may be shattered ; but as the Lamb• s wife she shall 
live; and this golden city is this Bride of the Lamb, 
the Church of God now manifested in her perfect-
ness. . . . She is the habitation of the glory of 
God, the place of the throne, a sanctuary too, as 
well as a palace, having a presence within her, 
which makes the whole scene a temple. Thus is 
she the suited dwelling-place of kings and priests; 
and being thus in herself the beautiful one, and bear
ing with her this honour of the royal priesthood, all 
that goes forth from her, or enters into her, or dwells 
there, is according to these things. Light is shed 
from her that the nations may walk therein : water 
from the river of life flows from her, bearing leaves 
with it, that the nations may be healed thereby : and 
all that enters is purity; and all who dwell within 
are in joy and dignity, having no need of candle, nor 
even light of the sun, being also in the conscious 
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dignity of their everlasting kingdom; and nothing 
must touch such a habitation of holiness, and glad
ness, and glory, but the very honour of the kings 
of the earth. They may bring up their glory and 
honour unto it, but nothing less than that can ap
proach it. '' 

" The kingdom is here displayed in its holy 
order and righteous authority. It is the golden city, 
the symbol of righteousness and power united in 
government-the Church, with the enthroned Lamb 
descending out of heaven to take association with 
the earth, ruling it and yet blessing it, presiding over 
it in righteousness, and yet dispensing to it the water 
of life, and the light of the glory, of the very 
fountains of which she had now become the scene 
and the dwelling-place.'' 

• • Fair distant land, could now our eyes
But half its charm explore,

How would our spirits long to rise,
And dwell on earth no more ! '' 

The jasper wall, great and high, tells us not only 
of glory and beauty in keeping with every other part 
of the city, but also of security and separation ; and 
if of the earthly city it will be said, '' Peace be 
within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces,,. 
how much more will this heavenly city be the p!ace 
of endless peace and unchanging blessing? There 
is something divine, something consistent with the 
glory of God, in the symbol of the jasper wall ; for 
we find, in the vision of the presence of God on the 
throne in the fourth chapter, that the One who sat 
upon the throne was like a jasper and a sardius stone. 

The twelve foundations show its perfect stability : 
perfect, I say, for it was also twelve times twelve, or 
a hundred and forty-four cubits high. But it is 
human, and not divine, perfection; for it was ac
cording to man's measure, that is, the angel's (v. 17.) 
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We find twelve frequently used as a symbol of per
fection in human affairs. We have twelve hours in 
a day, twelve months in a year, twelve tribes of 
Israel. This city, too, is remarkably made up of 
twelves; it has twelve foundations, twelve gates, 
twelve angels. Whichever way it is measured, its 
length, breadth, and height are each twelve thou
sand furlongs. The shape of the city, therefore, is 
a cube. This shows it is perfect, that there is no 
inequality, nothing wanting. The street (not streets) 
of the city, emblem of the place of traffic and walk, 
which on earth is always the place of defilement, is 
here characterised by perfect purity, transparency, 
and that which is divine and righteous. AU is light, 
and holiness, and peace. 

'' 0 happy city of our God ! 
0 sweet and pleasant soil ! 

In thee no sorrow can be found, 
No grief, no care, no toil.'' 

The twelve gates always open, seen in each 
direction, north, south, east, and west, tell us, too, 
of administrative government. The gate of a city, in 
Scripture language, is the place of power and judg
ment. Hence we get the names of the twelve tribes 
of Israel written thereon. We must remember here, 
that though the scene is simply one of the Bride, the 
Lamb's wife, yet the period is the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Others will be asso
ciated in the reign with the Bride, though not dis-
tinctivel y of her; for we have been previously taught 
that all who are in '' the first resurrection '' live and 
reign with Christ. In that day, too, heaven will be 
truly God's throne, and the earth His footstool, yet 
the place of His feet shall be glorious. It will be 
glory above and glory below, each distinct, and yet 
one whole kingdom-scene of power and glory; for 
the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the 
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terrestial is another. When the heavens are thus 
opened, angels of God will be seen ascending and 
descending upon the Son of man. All His various 
relationships shall then be sustained in infinite 
beauty, order, perfection, and truth. As the last 
Adam, Head of the body, Bridegroom of the 
Church, Ki�g of Israel, Governor among the 
nations, King over all the earth, He shall wear His 
many crowns, and dispense His manifold blessings; 
and as He, the Upholder of all things, now sustains 
the mighty planets in their various revolutions, so 
then, when all things are gathered together in one, 
both things on earth and things in heaven, even in 
Him, there shall still ·be diversity, even as in 
creation's fair history it . is recorded that every fruit 
tree yielded fruit after his kind. 

The kings of the earth bring their glory to or 
unto this city. Those dwelling there eat of the fruit 
of the tree of life in the midst of the paradise of 
God (chap. 2, 7). The leaves of the tree minister 
healing to the nations, which is enlightened by the 
glory of the city. It will be a chain of golden 
links of rich and varied blessings, each part of the 
different kingdom spheres dependent one on another, 
and all dependent on the Lord. " It shall come to 
pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord ; I will 
hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth; and 
the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the 
oil; and they shall hear Jezreel, '' the seed of God. 
(Hosea 2, 21-22.) 

The living water, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and the Lamb, pure and clear, flows copiously 
like a river, deepening and widening in its progress, 
through this city of heavenly blessing. All drink 
plentiful draughts of its endless, exhaustless depths 
of grace. Each sees the face of Jesus, and bears 
His name in the forehead; and then will be realised 
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more fully what we know in some little measure 
now, that " the joy of the Lord is our strength " : 
for service will still How from a joyful heart in 
ministry to the need of the nations. And out of these 
pearly gates shall How judgment, and, doubtless, 
blessing, too, to the favoured tribes of Israel's land : 
for our Lord's promise to the apostles was that in the 
regeneration, which is the time we are considering, 
6 6 

Ye shall sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.'' 

It seems, from the prophet Ezekiel, that the mil
lennial city of restored Israel will be almost a 
counterpart of the heavenly city : and among other 
similitudes, water will so How out from under the 
threshold of the house of the Lord, as to become 
so deep and wide _as to form a river to swim in, and 
which will give life to everything whithersoever the 
river shall come. Nor is this the only idea of life 
and blessing in connection with the times of restitu
tion, the period of Israel's glory; for we are told, 
that 

6 6 

by the river upon the bank thereof, on this 
side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, 
whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit 
thereof be consumed : it shall bring forth new fruit 
according to hi� months, because their waters they 
issued out of the sanctuary : and the fruit thereof 
shall be for meat, and the leaf for medicine.'' 
(Ezekiel 47 .) Then Israel shall blossom and bud, 
and fill the face of the whole earth with fruit. Out 
of the earthly city shall flow earthly glory, govern
ment, and blessing. The inhabitants of Zion shall 
be joyful in their King, while they and the saved 
nations walk in the light of the golden city. Then 
" the mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab
lished upon the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall flow 
unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
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the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us 
of His ways, and we will walk in His paths : for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem.'' {Isa. 2, 2-3.) " All

the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee." (Psa. 22, 27.) Creation, 
too, will rejoice in her liberty from the groaning and 
bondage of corruption, at the manifestation of the 
sons of God. (Roman 8, 19-22 .) The Lord then 
iitting upon the throne of His father David, shall 
judge the people in righteousness, and the poor with 
judgment. (See Psa. 72.) 

The pearly gates and variety of precious stones and 
gold that mark the structure of this symbolic city, 
show us how costly are its materials; and when we 
think that it is the Bride, the Lamb's wife, her price
less value in God's sight, the cost, the unutterable 
cost of that city is forced upon our minds. When 
none else could redeem, we know that Christ loved 
the Church, and gave Himself for it, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. What a price ! 
What costly stones are sinners saved by the blood of 
the Lamb ! How precious they must be to the heart 
of the Lord Jesus !

It is interesting to observe the Scripture notices 
of '' gold '' and '' precious stones,'' so largely 
characteristic of this heavenly city. 

When this fair creation came fresh from the 
Maker's hands, we are told that Eden not only had 
a river flowing through it to water the garden, but 
that it had gold, and bdellium, and the onyx stone ; 
or as the inspired prophet by the river of Chebar 
more fully expresses it, u Thou hast been in Eden, 
the garden of God : every precious stone was thy 
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the 
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beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the 
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold." (Ez. 28, 
1 3.) Creation then was something on which God's 
eye and heart could rest, and pronounce very good. 
But sin came in and marred this beauteous, spotless 
universe. It was soon overrun with the foul spirit of 
the prince of darkness, and we see not the precious 
stones and gold brought into prominence until there 
was something introduced, in which God could again 
delight. The tabernacle and priesthood, in con ... 
nection with an elect people, bring precious stones 
again before us in settings of gold. The breast ... 
plate - and shoulder-pieces of the High Priest were 
resplendent with the dazzling glory of the costly 
stones in their gold enclosures. They were a shadow 
of good things to come. They pictured glory as result
ing from divine grace through the redemption work of 
Jesus. But soon again these shadowy jewels passed 
a\vay. A dark history set in, and the holy Son 
of God, the tried stone and the precious stone, was 
found here in veiled glory, a stranger and despised 
One in this world that He had fashioned. He wore 
no jewels, for He Himself was the precious corner ... 
stone. His glory was in humiliation and rejection 
as the righteous and holy One. His beauty and 
glory were hid from the carnal eye ; but once and
again heaven opened to declare, " This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." The 
glr ry of His humiliation and death will shine eter
nally in untarnished lustre. His sufferings and sacri-
fice were the golden chains of divine love to unite us 
to God for ever. 
But His sufferings are over. He has accomplished 
eternal redemption. He is now at the right hand of 
God, crowned with glory and honour. We get no 
more mention of " gold " and " precious stones '' 
till we read of true saints, those whose works are not 
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" wood, hay, and stubble," merely of earth's 
growth, but those who are God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus. 

It is interesting, however, to observe, that the 
devil, who mimics God whenever he can, so as 
most effectually to deceive, uses gold and precious 
stones. He misplaces the type, to blind souls to 
the antitype. The Gospel declares that Christ is a 
precious stone, and that believers in Him are pre
cious stones also. But Satan says, No. He adorns 
Babylon with all manner of precious stones, and 
furnishes her with a golden cup by which to in
toxicate and deceive. The true believer knows no
thing " precious," apart from Christ. He Him
self is '' precious,'' His blood is precious, faith is 
precious, because it links us on to Him, and the 
trial of faith is precious, because it will be found to 
His praise and honour at His appearing. 

Again, however, there will be that on ·which the 
eye and heart of God can rest. Israel His earthly 
people shall yet be numbered up as l-lis jewels, and 
introduced into terrestial glory ; and the Bride the 
Lamb's wife shall be in heavenly glory, like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal. It is permanent, lasting 
blessing. The new creation shall have eternal lustre, 
all flowing from the wondrous sufferings and death 
of the Lamb of God. Fair and comely in His sight, 
she shall be manifested as established in everlasting 
blessing and · security before God. We can under
stand then, I think, why '' gold '' and '' precious 
stones '' are here again used ,-to show the price
less value, stability, and glory of those who are so 
loved by God, and brought into such unchanging 
nearness to Him through the blood of the Lamb. 

No temple is seen here, because all are at home 
with God and the Lamb. A temple always gives 
the idea of the worshipper being at a distance from 
God; He is as it were enshrined, because of His 
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holiness. Even now a temple is out of place for 
those �vho are made nigh by the blood of Christ, and 
therefore have right and title, through the rent veil, 
to approach God Himself, because of that one Sacri
fice ,,vhich was once offered, and the ever living High 
Priest. The Seer therefore tells us, when contem
plating the glorious vision of this holy city, •' I saw 
no temple therein ; for the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it." {v.22.) 

Nor was there any need of created light, whether 
of sun or moon, nor of artificial light-no need of 
t\e candle; for there shall be no night there; and 
also because '' the Lord God giveth them light '•
.. , the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the light thereof. " ( v. 23 and 22, 5.) 

There is a remarkable similarity benveen the scene 
of the first man in blessing in Eden, and the holy 
J erusalen1. We are told that in creation's primal 
glory there was a river, and gold, and precious 
stones, a happy created universe, a tree of life, the 
man and his wife. A progeny also is contem
plated-'' Be fruitful, and multiply.'' The Lord 
God is mentioned, too, in connection with all, and 
finding rest in all. There was also the tree of 
knowledge, as a test of man's faithfulness. In the 
closing scene of the Apocalypse we have a river of 
life, gold and precious stones, circles of glory and 
blessing extending over the kingdom, the tree of life 
(much of which description is doubtless symbolical 
language) and the Lord God, the throne of God and 
the Lamb, the Bride the Lamb's wife in connection 
v,ith it all. But here there is no tree of knowledge; 
for man had been tried in various ,vays, and always 
found to be incapable of standing, except as upheld 
by God. So now; being made to stand upon the 
everlasting efficacy of the blood of the Lamb, his 
perfect security rests on the ground of redemption. 
There shall therefore be no more curse. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE MILLENNIUM (Contd.). 

We have beheld something of the Heavenly 
�lorie1 of the Millennium, now briefly we must con
sider the scene on Earth at this time, where God's 
.Earthly people are entering into an. equally wonder ... 
Jul period of blessing-long promised, but never 
before enjoyed to the full, as now. 

When the Jews see the Lord Jesus, in that Day 
of His Manifestation, like Thomas, they will say� 
•• My Lord, and my God.•• Israel will therefore
1>e converted by sight. The sinner now is saved by
/aith. •• Blessed are they that have not seen, and
yet have believed.. It is when the Redeemer
romea out of Z.ion that He will tum away ungodli
Dess from Jacob. When God works again in the
]1earts of the people of Israel, a nation will be born
-at once. The Scriptures will then be fulfilled
·•• Thy children shall be all taught of God," and
•• thy people also shall be all righteous." It will
be the •• regeneration •• when the Son of man shall
sit on the throne of His glory, referred to in Mat:.
'thew xix. Then will the 133rd Psalm be fulfilled:
•• Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
6rethren to dwell together in unity I It is like the

precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
tipon the beard, even Aaron's beard ; and as the dew
of Hermon." Israel will be made willing in the
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day of Christ's power, and will really be a Chris
tian nation. Those who expect the Jews, as a 
nation, to be converted be/ore the personal coming 
of the Lord will be disappointed. When He comes· 
again in power and great glory, He will pqt His 
ancient people in the enjoyment of that which was 
promised to Abraham and his, seed. Not one iota 
shall ·fail. Israel shall be established in their land. 
in rich blessing under the true David, and under the 
anti-typical Solomon. Solomon began his reign by 
taking vengeance on his enernies, and then brought 
the people into a higher character of power and 
glory than they ever knew before : and so the Lord.
Jesus, a greater than Solomon, shall first, by His 
great power, put His enemies under His feet, and. 
then arise as the Sun of righteousness, and .shine in.
brightness, and healing, and bl�sing upon His. 
ancient people. 

In the first chapter of Colossians we read that_
Christ has made peace by the blQOd of His cross-.,

and the results of that work on the cross have both
a present and a future application. As to ifs. 
present application, we know that the person wl)o 
believes is already reconciled to God; but observe 
that in the 20th verse it is not persons that are 
spoken of, but things v.•hich are to be reconciled:. 
And so in the first chapter of the Ephesians it does 
not say, • • to gather together all believer� in one,'.: 
though, as regards the Church, that would be true·;: 
but what the apostle is glorying in here is that God,.
who has so blessed us with all spiritual blessing, in
Christ, has made known to us the mystery of Hu
will, according to His good pleasure which He hes
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··purposed in Himself, that He might gather to�cther
in one all things (mark, THINGS) in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on earth,-even
in Him. Everything was made by Christ, and for
Ouist, both Colouians and Hebrews tell U5; and
when He takes to Himself His great power and
reigns, ·it will be manifest that every department of
the kingdom will be blessed through Christ, and be
�eaded up in Christ.

With regard to the Church of God, I have
already entered into her coming glory. Her place
in: the �ingdom will be association with Christ Him ...
self, sharing His glory, and still being in holy and
�appy ,subjection. We have a beautiful little pic
ture of· millennial glory in the history of Joseph, as
recorded in the 41 st chapter of Genesis. Joseph,
while separated from his brethren, married a Gen
.tile �fe. When exalted from the suffering of deep
.humiliation into the place of glory, he was enabled
to bring his brethren into the fatness of the land of
Egypt, and all the Egyptians were called on to
.. bow the knee .. when Joseph drove through the
land. Here we have in Joseph, with his wife by
.his side, a picture of Christ and the Church; in
]08eph • s brethren we have the sons of Israel, who
fiad sold him, reconciled to Him, and brought into
. blessing, as Israel will be by-and-by ; and in the
Egyptians we have a pic\�re of the nations who
will yet bow the knee to Jesus. They will own
Christ as the giver of all their blessings, as the
Egyptians acknowledged they were indebted to
Joseph, for all the blessings ·they then enjoyed.

· But with all this wondrous blessing, the condition
.of things will .not be perfect. There will be sin

,and curse, and consequently death. There will be
·.eJd age and infirmity. The sixty-fifth chapter of
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Isaiah tells us that •• the sinner an hundred years 
old shall be accursed ; • • and the prophet Z�chariah. 
tells us, in the eighth chapter, " There shall yet 
old men and old women dwell in the streets of

Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand

f 
99 or very age. 

The morning of this millennial age, as we hav� 
seen, will be ushered in with darkness, and sorroww

and wailing,-with the putting of enemies unclec 
Christ• s feet. .. Every eye shall see Him, and alf
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him: 4!

It will be a day that will burn as an oven. But

the mid-day will be characterized by peace, and
unity, and rest. Fertility and fruitfulness will he 
marvellously increased. According to the prophet 
Anios, •• The ploughman shall overtake the reaper. 
and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed ;: 
and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all.
the hills shall melt. The natural sun, too, shall 
shine with sevenfold light. And no wonder ; for if 
he hid himself, and thus cast such solemn gloom 
around the cross of the blessed Lord when making· 
atonement for sin, so that • • there was darkness 
over the whole land from the sixth to the nintlt. 
hour ; when He comes in glory, no wonder, I say, 
that the sun should shine forth with sevenfold lustre 
at the exaltation of that blessed Saviour who was so 
humbled on the cross at Calvary. In the thirtieth 
chapter of Isaiah we find, •• Moreover the light of
the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and tTte

light of the sun shall be seven/old, as the light of ·

seven days, in the day when the Lord bindeth up 
the breach of His people, and healeth the stroke 
of their wound." 
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In Isaiah ii, we read, • • It shall come to pass 
in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established in the top of the moun-
tains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we 
will walk in His paths : for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem." Jerusalem will then be the metropolis 
of spiritual blessing in the earth. And we find also 
the prophet Zechariah telling us in the twenty--third 
verse of the eighth chapt�r, that '' ten men shal I 
take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you : f orL we have heard that God 
is with you." Besides this, we are told in the 
fourteenth chapter that judgment will be executed on 
such of the nations as do not thus own Jerusalem. 

The Lord Himself will be there filling the 
whole of Jerusalem and the nation of Israel with 
blessing, which will also be dispensed by Israel to 
all the nations of the earth. The people of Israel 
will then have their proper place as head of all the 
nations of the earth, not as they now are under 
God's displeasure, humiliation, and judgment. 

We are told in the eighth chapter of Romans 
that • • the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now. ' ' There is not an 
animal upon the earth that is exempt from pain ; 
but we are told in the twenty-first verse that there 
is to be a different state of things • • Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty [ or 

· liberty of the glory] of the children of God.'·
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This is to my mind the key to the eleventh chapter 
of Isaiah, and other portions which speak of the 
wonderful blessings of creation that will be con
nected with the reign of Christ. The Lord wil I be 
King over all the earth. And not only will He

bring every thing into subjection to Himself, and 
put all enemies under His feet, but the whole earth 
will be filled with blessing. All the earth shalF 
be filled with the glory of the Lord. All natiom 
will call Him blessed. Well may Israel sing 
then, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul : and all that � 
within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord:,

0 my soul, and for get not all His benefits : who 
f�rgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all my 
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction_-; 
who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tende.
mercies ; who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; 
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.,.-� 
The 98th Psalm also refers to millennial times.. 
Then, according to the epistles of Colossians andi
Ephesians, all things, whether things in heaven O?.I'

things on earth, will be reconciled unto Himself. 
Then all things will be gathered together in one ih 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are 1n 
earth, even in Him. So much for the mid-da_y 
glory of the millennial reign of Christ. Now for ll
word as to the shades of evening, the closing patt 
of the thousand years. 

At the end, Satan, who has been bound. will be
let loose for a little season. The result will be,
that after men have experienced the untold blessings 
of the millennial age, they will again yield to 
Satan's temptation, and readjly fall in with his

suggestions. Such � man I Myriads of them will
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enlist under the banner of the great deceiver, accord
ing to the twentieth of Revelation, and encompass 
the camp of the beloved saints at Jerusalem. Yon 
will notice that there will be saints then on the
earth. The result of Satan• s deception will be� 
that the Lord, after His reign of a thousand years 
over the earth, will call down fire from heaven in 
consuming judgment on those who have been thus
led astray, .. the number of whom is as the sand 
of the sea.'' And more than this : He will then
take Satan, and cast him into the lake of fire.
where he is to be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever. In this way the first prophecy of Scrip.
lure will have its fulfilment. Satan will be bruised
for ever under the feet of the Lord Jesus., and, 
blessed be His name, under our feet too. 

There is one thing more, which closes the reign

of Christ ; it is the judgment of the wicked dead. 
Every one, from the first person who died in his.
sins, will then be judged ; the dead must then hero;
the voice of the Son of God, and come forth. 
So particular is the instruction, that they are called

u the dead, small and great:' If they should he
at the bottom of the sea, they must come up; 
wherever they are, in the grasp of death and hell 
{or hades}, they must be delivered up. If th�y 
have fallen, and perished in some secret place,,

without a human eye to see them in the article of 
death; if they have fallen into. a ravine, or perished 
in the desert, or their burial-place never have been 
known to man, it matters not; death and hade9 (the
place of defarted spirits) must give them up at the
command o Jesus. These dead-meaning all UD
•a ved people. dead in trespasses and sins-will be-
brought up ai: the resurrection of judgment; th�y-·
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will be judged, each person, small and great, 
according to their works. They will stand before 
God. The books will be opened. One book
the book of remembrance, I doubt not-is to show 
the judged ones at a glance their own history : '' I 
will reprove thee, and set them in order before 
thine eyes. " Another book will be there, which, 
I believe, is the Bible. Jesus said, " The word 
that I speak unto you shall judge you in that day.'' 
There will be a third book-the Book of Life
to show them that their names are not written 
therein, to convict them that they never received 
Christ for eternal )if e ; for there could not be 
written in the Book of Life the names of any who 
are without Christ. Christ is " the life," and 
thqse who are in Christ have their names written 
in that book. These three witnesses-the book of 
remembrance, the Bible, and the Lamb's Book of 
Life-· will silence for ever those who stand before 
that throne ; and with deepest anguish and remorse 
will they hear the Lord's " Depart," and be cast 
away for ever from His presence; for '' whosoever 
was not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire.'' Though great and 
small are in this judgment, the fact of each being 
judged according to their works prohibits the 
thought of in/ants being here. In time of old, 
Jehovah said by Moses, u Your little ones, which 
ye said should be a prey, and your children, which 
in that day had no knowledge between good and 
evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I 
give it, and they shall possess it." (Deut. i. 39.) 
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Because Adam and Eve sinned, all are ac
counted sinners in the sight of God. We are bom

in sin and. shapen in iniquity, but Christ died for sin
ners, and the Lamb of God took away the SIN of 
the world (John 1 , 29), therefore, although all are 
sinners in God's sight, all those who die in infancy, 
or before reaching an age of discretion, when they 
know the difference between right and wrong ( see 
Jonah 4, 11 ), as well as all those, who from birth 
or early age are mentally deficient; are covered 
by the precious blood of Christ and accounted 
RIGHTEOUS as before God. But you and I,

who are mentally fit and have long since passed our 
age of discretion and who, only too well know the 
difference between right and wrong, will not be 
punished for Adam's sin either, neither for being 
BORN in sin which was beyond our control, and 
which was amply adjusted by the Death of Christ. 
We shall not be punished for being Sinners by 
NATURE, but for being SINNERS by PRAC
TICE; for having KNOWN the Right and chosen 
the wrong; for having HEARD the Gospel and neg
lecting it; for KNOWING of God's way of Salva
tion, but choosing our own way, which will prove 
to be the WAY of Death. Thus OUR WORKS 
shall JUDGE US and prove our CONDEMNA
TION at the Great White Throne; unless IN TIME 
we accept the work of Calvary on our behalf and 
BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
when THOU SHALT BE SAVED. 

Then death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed. 
The last act in the reign of Christ will be to cast 
death and hades into the lake of fire. They will 
no more be wanted. The last enemy is thus 
destroyed ; the victory of Christ is now complete. 
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CHAPTER XL 

THE SABBATH OF GOD. 

We have now foil owed the Plan of Creation •·s· 
.. i\.rchitect fro1n Genesis J to Rev. 22 and seen bow· 
accurately and precisely it foretells the entire history 
of the human race. It but remaim for u, now,. in 
this chapter, to give a few closing thoughts upon 
the Seventh Day in which God ended His work and 
rested (Gen. 2, 2). Furthermore He blessed and 
sanctified it as a Special • • DAY u unto Himself� 
The Sabbath of God. 

Of all the other • • Days '• of creation it is 
recorded that they had a morning and an �vening� 
but there is no mention here of any Night or Even
ing to this glorious Sabbath of Re!t. Surely 
because it is a • ti Plan '' or type of that Eternal·. 
Day, which shall follow the Millennial Reign of 
Christ, the true Sabbath of Rest of our God, and 
in which truly there shall be • • No night there .. •�· 
May we not all rejoice as we reali�e afresh, per
haps more than ever before, that ••there remaineth 
therefore a re�t, to the People of God " (Heb .. 
4, 9). He who, in the days of His flesh, said 
'ti Come unto Me all ye that labour and are hea•y 
laden and I will give you REST," and who also 
said • • Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me.; 
for I am Meek and Lowly of heart ; and ye shall_ 
.6nd REST unto your souls .. (Matt. 11, 28/29), 
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ha� now brought into subjection to the will of God

· aH creation ; He has conquered all His foes and
-:glonou$ly triumphed; the last enemy to be destroyed
was Death itscl f and the Kingdom has now been

· handed back to the Father. that God may be all in

·.an.

Tho ,rst heaven and earth having passed away, 
· we have now a new heaven and a ne,v earth. Peter
tells us that the present heaven and earth are reserved
unto fire. that the elements will melt with fervent
beat, and that the earth and all things therein shall
� burned up. He also tells us that this will take
place in the day of the Lord. Other Scriptures
.shew that it will be neither at the dawn nor the
meridian of that day, but at the close of that day,
or, as we have before seen, at the termination of the
millenraium. \Ve further learn from the Apostle
Peter, that this eternal condition will be characterized
by righteousness dwelling. In this Day of Grace we
have righteousness preached and imputed to them

·that believe, and righteousness suffers; in the millen
nium righteousness will reign-'' in righteousness
He doth judge and make war ; '• but in the new
.heaven and new earth righteousness will dwell, for it
. is fina1 and d1angeless in its character. In our present
constitution, natural life could Hot be sustained on
the earth without sea, and the broad ocean flowing
between different countries often acts as a restraint
upon man's evil passions, checking war and blood
shecl. But then, sin and curse will no more be
.known, so there will be • • no more sea " (so
typical of sin and unrest), but that glorious City-
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the New Jerusalem-again comes down out of 
Heaven prepared as a Bride adorned for her Hus-
band. A final picture, to be sure, of the Churcl) 
of God in its Eternal State. 

Perhaps a helpful word should be added here 
to a right understanding and division of that portion 
of the Revelation which refers to these·: matters. 
Rev. 20, as we saw in our last chapter, brought us 
to the ushering in of the Eternal State. _The first 
eight verses of Chapter 21 give us the fullest 
account that we have in Scripture of this wonderful 
Eternal period, and from Verse 9 of Chapte·r 21 we 
go back again to a more detailed description of 
Millennial glories as we considered in Chapter 9, 
and whilst, of course, much is equally true of the 
New Jerusalem in the Eternal Day, yet it is · always 
wise and well to distinguish •' Things that· qiffer, '.' 
and much confusion of thought is avoided thereby. 

In the eternal state God will find rest; all will be 
according to His mind. We do not get the · Lamb 
spoken of here; for it is the eternal state, the king
dom has been delivered up unto the Father, and God 
is all in all. Neither have we " nations," which 
had their origin in Babel's pride, but it is " men " 
_ .. the tabernacle of God is with men." Thus 
·' men '' will enjoy the presence and blessing of
God as far as creature capabilities will allow. Not
only will every thing like sorrow and death be for
ever expunged from the earth, but God will be con
tinually giving forth fresh blessings. Hence the
promise, '' I will give unto him that is athirst of
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the fountain of the water of )if e freely.'' Thus 
God will be constantly blessing, and satisfying the 
desires of His people. All there 

.. Will from the rivers of His grace, 
Drink endless pleasures in.•• 

This takes us back at once to the Garden of 
Eden, to God• s original purpose that He might 
Dwell with Man and commune with him, and thus 
we see God's purposes will eventually triumph, and 
whilst to-day all God's will appears to be so ter
ribly thwarted and defeated, let us ever remembe1 
that time, compared with Eternity, is as a drop in

the Ocean, and after all God will rule and reign

for All Eternity and His purposes and counsels 
shall all be fulfilled. 

•• It is only in the eternal state that the effects of
sin, physical and moral, are completely removed. 
The millennial era is not, as we have seen, a perfect 
condition. And hence, even under the beneficenl 
sway of the Lord. Jesus, tears will be shed on earth. 
The words, •• He shall wipe away every tear from 
their eyes,••. is verbally repeated in chapter 7, 17 .. 

There, however, it is a millennial scene ; here il 
is the everlasting state. The wiping away of tears 
is not an action ascribed to the Lamb, either here 
or in the earlier scene. God does this. If He

wipes away every tear, then He removes every cause 
and occasion of sorrow. The tear-drop will nevef 
again glisten in the eye. The eye is said to he 
• • the fountain of sorrow,••· but God shall wipe .:it
dry .

But, side by side with this brightest, happiest 
picture of man in eternal blessing, we have also ihe
misery of the unbeliever. This is again introdoced. 
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nere, as it appears to me, in order that there mighfl 
be no room for a question as to the perpetuity oB 
L½eir condemnation. • • ,But the fearful, and un
be_Iieving. and the abominable, and murderers, and! 
vlhoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and alf 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burnetl, 
with fire and brimstone : which is the second death.'' 
Can any thing be more conclusive? Be assured, 
there is no coming out of that pit. ft is impossible; 
for divine judgment and righteousness have put them, 
there. There is no warrant in Scripture for purga
torial fire. Nor can we imagine that the blessed 
Lord would have repeated five times within the com
p3ss of a few verses the conclusive statement, 
' • Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched,'' had He not intended to shov, the final

and eternal doom that awaited the guilty and lost. 

Alas ! for the misery that awaits the unbeliever� 
Can any room be possibly left for a question as to 
their eternal condemnation� Did not our Lord say� 
.... He that Wreveth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of GoJ ABIDETH [ think of that word 
abi�etlr] ON HIM "? 

May God in His- infinite mercy reveal Himself ft> 
any unsaved reader of these lines I He still preaches 
peace through Jesui Christ. The arms of Jesus are 
wide open to welcome poor sinner,. His gracious 
words are as fresh, as fervent, as attra�tive as ever
u. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.'' If any sinner <ffl 
the face of the earth, however deeply plunged in 
guilt, desires ,alvation, that blessed sinner-loving 
Jesus in glory is still able to eave, and. still delights 
in mercy. But when once He has risen up, and hes 
shut the door, many who flre now deaf to Hi, voic-e 
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of mercy, and refuse His words of grace, will come 
bocking in bitterest anguish. and fuid it i, too late t 

You have read herein of the wrath of God, the 
Jiudgment, and eternal misery that await the wicked� 
You know, that you are at this moment treading the

tbroad way to everlasting destruction. Let me, then. 
once more beseech you to accept the Lord Jesus as 
your Saviour, believing God• a unerring te!timony 
to His finished work as having made a just atone
ment for all your sina. Then you will be able j>J
iully to sing, 

.... The cros1, the cross t oh, that• 1 my gain; 
For there it was the Lamb was slain ; 
.. Twas there my Lord was crucified, 
'Twas there my Saviour /or me died.'' 

Then you will be able to serve Christ, and it w1U ·,
your joy to wait for His return from heaven. Those 
who are occupied with Christ will not think it a hard 
thing to walk in separation from what dishonours 
Him. We must be abiding in Him, if we would 
iive / or Him : and the more His personal and moral 
glories occupy our hearts, the more shall we desire lo 
see His face. He has assured us that He will «:ome 
again, and come quickly, and that until He come 
His grace is sufficient for us. What other response 
then, beloved friends, to all this mercy becomes us] 
Can we, do we from our hearts say, ° Come, Lmd
Jesus, come quickly .. � 

Thus we have covered Section I of our study. 
In our next chapter we shall look again at tLe 
entire Plan of Creation's Architect and see its poti-
trayal of the livee of the Patriarchs, but tirM lUld 
space will only pennit of a very brief ref ereme lo. 
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each as we wish to devote the remainder of ou1 
study to the Plan as a picture or type of the entire 
life of the Child of God, as we believe this, con
taining as it does much practical ministry, will prove 
as equally helpful as the chapters which have so far

been read. 

Q 
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SECTION II. 

THE PATRIARCHS 

CHAPTER XII. 

We now turn our study from the Prophetic 
issue, to its portrayal of the lives of those noble men 
of God who formed and fashioned the History of 
Man for the first 2,500 years and we shall be as much. 
impressed with the accuracy· and divine ofder of 
these lives, as with the corresponding days of crea
tion, or rather of the re-creation. For just as the 
Fourth day follows the Third and sets forth this 
Age of Grace as succeeding the Age of the Law; 
so it equally sets forth Isaac, just in the_ rigp.t place, 
as following Abraham and setting forth the work 
of Christ which as we have already seen came at the 
close of the Third Age and the opening out of the 
Fourth. Likewise Jacob who follows, speaks of tri
bulation and trouble just as the Great Tribulation, 
the Fifth Age, follows this Age of Grace. But we 
will seek to unfold these delightfully inspiring, and 
suggestive thoughts as we proceed with our study. 

As hinted in our previous chapter, brevity will 
be forced upon us because of the limited space at our 
disposal, but were it not for this, each of these lives 
could be the more fully unfolded and expounded as 
the Author has already done in the case of Isaac 
(See Threshed Wheat, Vols. 3 & 4). But perhaps it 
will be as well to whet the appetite of the reader 
rather than seek to satisfy it in order that he or she 
may go direct to the Scriptures and search out for 
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themselves those deeper truths which contain such 
wonderful soul food and provide the Believer, in 
these last closing days, with the finest stimulant to 
Faith that it is possible to have. For in discovering 
these hidden truths in such perfect order one is 
again and again confirmed in their faith that the 
Book and its Author are both divine. 

If such a God is our God how safe and secure 
we must be, both during these present days of un
rest and insecurity all around, and also for that end
Jess Eternity which God has promised we shall 
spend with His Beloved Son in Glory by and bye. 

May this knowledge lead to practical manifesta
tion, and may we seek, as a result of these things, 
to "Occupy" more fully, in the "little while" that is 
left "TILL HE COME." And we believe it is now 
indeed a VERY LITTLE while, for if the Man of 
Sin, the Anti-Christ, cannot be revealed even, until 
God's Holy Spirit is withdrawn (See II Thess. 2.

1-11), how near we must be to that withdrawal,
when not only He, but all those whom He indwells,
will be TAKEN in a moment, in the twinkling of
.an eye!

Will YOU be taken or left, dear reader? 
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IST DAY-ADAM 

tt,-.,f 

The scene opens, as you will remember we fully 
explained in chapter II, with a PERFECT CREA
TION fresh from the Hand of God, but it " BE
CAME without form, and void" (Gen. r. 2) through 
some catastrophe which affected the Earth-in all 
probability the desire of Satan to be "AS GOD" for 
which he was cast down out of Heaven. Be that as 
it may, darkness now enveloped the scene and all 
was in a state of chaos until, as we observed in chap
ter IV, God again took the matter in hand and like 
the potter of Jeremiah's day sought to make afresh 
the vessel that had been marred. The entrance of 
God Himself changed the darkness to light, for God 
is Light, and at His Word darkness and chaos fled 
away and although there was nothing in that vast 
expanse that God could call GOOD, yet the LIGHT 
which was chacteristic of Himself He was able to 
call Good indeed. I suppose the most superficial 
reader of Genesis I can easily draw the Divine com
parison here with the life of Adam who, fresh from 
the Hand of God, was as perfect as Creation itself 
in Gen. r. r. Verse 27 assures us that he was created 
in the IMAGE of God, whilst Luke 3. 38 speaks of 
him as the "Son of God." But a terrible catastrophe 
again breaks in, and the Vessel unto honour is 
marred in the hand of the Potter, and what a marr
ing, to be sure. So much so, that this fair creature 
-Man-is driven out from the Garden to toil and
labour in sorrow all the days of his life (see 3. 17-23).
Darkness, Death and Bondage have taken the place
of Light, Life and Liberty.
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BUT GOD; yes let us ever thank Him that He 
does not leave us alone to perish and no sooner does 
disaster overtake the human race that He again en
ters upon the scene SEEKING the LOST-" Adam, 
where art thou? "-and PROMISING A SA VI OUR 
(3. 15). 

Thus [IGHT shone into the darkness, and what 
a wonderful light it was to- be sure, for it shone on, 
right away down the Ages, until He who was the 
LIGRT of the WORLD came to "GIVE LIGHT 
to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, and to guide our feet into the way of Peace" 
(Luke I. 79). 

"And the Light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it- not." (John 1. 5). 

"God who commanded the Light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ" 
(2 Cor. 4. 6).

This last scripture brings us to the third applica
tion of our "Plan"; to the individual life of the 
Child of God which we shall commence in our next 
chapter. 
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2ND DAY-CAIN AND ABEL 
't---rf' 

"And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which were 
above the firmament, and it was so" (Gen. I. 7). 

"And God called the firmament Heaven" (Gen. I. 8). 

What better expostion could we possibly have 
of the "Way of Cain" and the "Blood of Abel" 
which HEAVEN divides and separates for all time? 

An earthly expanse of waters and an heavenly 
expanse ( see chapter 5) separated by Heaven itself. 
The Waters are sym6olic, as we saw from Rev. 17.

15, of "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues." 

Thus CAIN and ABEL head up TWO CLASSES 
of people. An Earthly people who have no thought 
of God, and if they do, only a God to pacify with 
t:4eir own feeble efforts. "Woe, unto them," says 
Jude, "for they have gone in the Way of Cain, and 
ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, 
and perished in the gainsaying of Core" (v. II). 
But ABEL, speaking of that HEAVENLY com
pany whom no man can number, whose sole hope 
and trust is in the BLOOD of sacrifice shed upon 
CALVARY'S TREE, "BY FAITH,. offered unto 
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which 
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testi
fying of fiis gifts, and by it he, being dead, yet 
ipeaketh" (Heb. II. 4). 

Thus began two rustinct classes which have not, 
aod never will mingle : The one bound for Hell, 
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the other for Glory; and Heaven will separate them 
for all ETERNITY. Friend, in which class are 
you? There is no neutral ground. As there were 
only two on that second day, so there are only two 
companies to-day; LOST like CAIN, or SAVED 
like ABEL. 

, "The blood of Christ speaketh better things than 
that of Abel. See that ye refuse not Him that 
speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused 
Him that spake on earth, much more shall not we 
escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh 
from heaven" (Hebrews 12. 24-25). 

CAIN was a marked man to the end of his days 
and dwelt on the EAST of Eden (Gen. 4. 15-16). 
East is the side furthest from God and every step 
taken takes one further and further away. At the 
close of this age all CAIN'S FOLLOWERS will be 

. MARKED MEN AND WOMEN too, for they will 

. bear the Mark of the Beast (Rev. 13. 15-18). 

How much better to be MARKED of God ! The 
Lord knoweth them that are HIS (Heart-mark) 
My sheep HEAR My voice (Ear-mark). And they 
FOLLOW ME (Foot-mark) John 10. 27. 
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3RD DAY-NOAH AND ABRAHAM 

tt--rf 

The Third Day was Resurrection Day and a real 
fresh beginning it was, for on that day the Dry Land 
appeared and God saw that it was good; but that 
was not all. On the Third Day also, grass, herb 
and fruit trees appeared all bearing fruit after their 
kind, whose seed was in itself; and twice on the 
one day it is recorded, that "God saw that it was 
good" (v. 10 and 12). This two-fold characteristic 
of this "Day", prepares us for a DUAL-character 
type, and such we find. NOAH stands forth as 
the one who gave mankind a fresh beginning, and 
by means of his Ark which rested on Mount Ararat 
on the 17th day of the 7th month, sets forth the 
Resurrection of Christ. For many centuries later 
it was upon this very same day that Christ Himself 
rose from among the dead. Yet it falls to Abraham, 
himself a descendant of Noah, to set forth in all its 
fullness the FRUIT-FULNESS of this Third Day 
as we shall see. It was the 17th day of the 7th 
month that the Ark rested on Mount Ararat. This 
month became the 1st month of the year in Exodus 
12 and on the 14th day the Passover was slain. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Passover, was crucified on 
this fourteenth day many centuries later and rose 
again the third day which would be the 17th day 
of the month. How unique and wonderful the 
Scriptures are ! 

But whilst God blessed Noah and his sons and 
said unto them Be fruitful and multiply, and re
plenish the earth (Gen. 9. 1), and gave them an 
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entire�y new beginning, it was to Abraham that 
the great promises of fruitfulness were given in 
Gen. 13. 16. "I will make thy seed as the dust of 
the earth, so that if a man can number the dust of 
tlie earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered." 
Which in Gen. 22. 18 was supplemented by the 
promise of a heavenly seed to be multiplied "as the 
stars of the heaven.'' 

All this, as we observed on page 36, was leading 
up to the manifestation of Christ the true SEED of 
Abraham (Gal. ·3. 16) and thus just as Abraham in 
_divine order fallowed Noah; and not Noah Abra
ham, so Isaac succeeds Abraham and not vice-versa. 
He is now about to be introduced into the picture 
just in the right place and at the right time. For 
Isaac, of all the types, sets forth more clearly the 
Person and Cross work of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and all the accompanying details of that central 
event of this world's history. 

Abraham portrays the Father who gave His Son, 
but this will be unfolded in the following pages. 
Here we will simply note the diyine hand behind 
die "Plan of Creation's Architect", who also gave 
in their appointed time and place these men of faith 
to further portray, in type, the great Anti-type, who 
was then still to come but who, when manifested, 
fully fulfilled all the types and shadows that had 
gone before. Does not your very being feel as 
though it must fall prostrate and worship in the 
presence of such wonderful portrayals? 
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4TH DAY-ISAAC 
t,-rf, 

In chapter 7, when we previously considered this 
Fourth Day, we specially noted that this fourth day 
was entirely occupied with heavenly objects, where
as on every other of the six days God dealt directly 
with the earth in some way (page 49). We saw 
further how this beautifully illustrated this present 
"Day of Grace" when God is "calling out" for 
Himself a heavenly people. But is it not equally 
striking and equally impressive that Isaac, whom 
this fourth day also represents, is the only one of the 
patriarchs who is NEVER found anywhere but in 
the land of Canaan-a universally acknowledged 
type of heaven ! And it was for him that the un
named servant sought a bride-Rebekah-just as 
God's Holy Spirit to-day is seeking out those who 
shall form the Bride of Christ in a coming day. 

How much there is in the Life of Isaac parallel 
with this four th Age of Grace ! 

Isaac had a miraculous birth just as the Saviour 
did. He was "given" by the Father to do God's will; 
he was laid upon the Altar in sacrifice, and in figure 
he rose from the dead. As we have seen a bride was 
given him, and at eventide he went forth to meet 
her, just as the Saviour is soon coming forth to meet 
us now. They met-not in Canaan (his country) 
neither in HER country-but "somewhere between" 
and that's "where" we shall meet Him. Not here 
upon earth, not even at Jerusalem, neither IN 
HEAVEN, but somewhere between. "Caught up 
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in the clouds to meet the Lord IN THE AIR", 
and He will then take us back to the Father's Home. 
We may also note with adoring wonder that from 
Mount Moriah of Gen. 22, where Isaac was offered, 
until he comes forth to meet his bride in Gen. 24,

62, he does not appear in person upon the page of 
Holy Writ, but another acts on his behalf. Is the 
divine counterpart not equally wonderful, that this 
world has not seen the Saviour since He died upon 
the Tree and will not until He comes again in glory, 
but the Holy Spirit is here in His stead! 

Rebekah lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac. It 
behoves you and I to-day to also lift up our eyes, for 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, He will 
appear. May He find us as ready to meet Him as 
Rebekah was to meet her betrothed. She "went in" 
and became his wife, to share in all his possessions 
and wealth. And such is the portion of all those 
to-day who have said, "I WILL" to the Holy Spirit's 
invitation, "Wilt THOU go with this man?" (Gen. 
24. 58). All His glories we then shall share and

He will, to wondering worlds display 
That we, with Him, are One! 



5TH DAY-JACOB 
tt,,-,f 

Why, the very name Jacob seems to convey to the 
intelligent reader of scripture the thought of trouble 
and sorrow; for of all the Old Testament characters 
found in the Book of Genesis I suppose Jacob's life 
was as full of trouble as any. 

But, do you not think it more than a mere seem
ing coincidence, that this patriarch should follow 
Isaac and, as we have before remarked, not precede 
him. Had one of these lives come in the reverse 
order, you will readily see how all the delightfully 
instructive teaching would have been marred and 
perhaps lost. But no, God is its Author arid all 
HIS work is perfect, and thus Jacob's trouble
stricken, sorrowful life follows Isaac's wonderful 
foreshadowings, just as the Great Tribulation will 
follow, and not precede, the Church's translation to 
Glory. 

Why, in Jeremiah 30, verse 7, the Great Tribu
lation which is there foretold is even referred to as 
the "Time of Jacoo's Trouble" thus definitely link
ing this patriarch with that period, and of course 
we all know that it was none other than Jacob, who 
alone at Jabbok had his name changed to Israel-a 
Prince with God-and became the father of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

Yea, this man, as this fifth period or Age of this 
world's history, has all to do with God's earthly 
people but they, like him, at the close will come 
out into fulness of blessing under the beneficent rule 
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of the Son of God which we shall find typified for 
us in our next chapter, on Joseph. 

Jacob's sufferings were largely due to his own 
sin and guilt. He was a cheater, and a supplanter, 
and in punishment for such, he wandered most of 
his life as a pilgrim and a stranger. In like manner 
Israel, God's chqsen people because of their great 
sin in refusing the Saviour, and crucifying the Lord 
of Glory, have been wandering. this earth ever since, 
and even in this enlightened twentieth century the 
persecution of the Jews still goes on, and will con
tinue until the time of Jacob's trouble draws to a 
close at Armageddon, and their Deliverer appears 
in power and great glory to take up their defence. 

Just as Jacob in his old age was deceived, because 
of the sin of his youth-for whatsoever a man sow
eth that shall he also reap-so Israel, in those closing 
days shall be deceived (Matt. 24. 24) and shall be 
sent "a strong delusion, that they should believe a 
lie" (2 Thess. 2. 11). 

But you and I will then be at Home with the 
Lord, watching events on earth, and waiting and 
ready to come forth WITH HIM in the Day of His 
Manifestation. Such is the greatness of God's sal
vation preached in Grace to-day. 
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6TH DAY-JOSEPH 
it,-.,f 

And so we come to the sixth day of re-creation, 
when in the image of God Man is formed, and male 
and female together, as One, rule and reign over 
God's fair creation. Eve is given to Adam as his 
bride, and together they share in all that .God has 
so richly provided. All this we have already con
sidered in chapters 9 and 10 as portraying the Mil
lennial glories of the Saviour, but we would specially 
refer our reader to page 99 where reference was 
made to Joseph in this connection, to see how won
derfully he portrays the scene at this time, an"d how 
again his record appears upon the sacred page at 
just that right stage of history to dove-tail in with 
all these other Worthies who have gone before, 
whom we have been considering. 

Not only does Joseph at the close of his career 
speak of Christ in Millennial glory, but he is re
garded by Bible students generally, as the most per
fect type that we have; for· of all the .types there is 
less recorded against Joseph's personal character 
than any other. Of course he came far short of 
the blessed Saviour, but his almost spotless life speaks 
very clearly of Him who was altogether spotless and 
without blemish, the Lamb of God's providing. 

Time and space will not allow of us to dwell 
here upon Joseph's early days when, loved of his 
father and hated of his brethren he was specially 
like the Saviour. His experience in the pit, his sale 
into slavery for twenty pieces of silver, his sojourn 
in Potaphar's house and in prison, all portray with 
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no uncertain sound the great Anti-type, and prepare 
us for his exaltation to the place of honour and 
fame wlien, in the day of deep dire need, all are 
sent to Joseph to find the Bread of Life which he 
abundantly bestowed. So the Saviour, Risen, As
cended, Exalted and Glorified has provided an 
abundant spiritual supply for all who will COME, 
and ACCEPT the Bread of Life which .He is wait
ing and longing to give to a poor, perishing world, 
which alas, does not seem to realise its appalling 
famine. 

Christ is to-day at God's right hand, a Prince and 
a Saviour, waiting to be gracious to all who call up
on Him, and Jew and Gentile may to-day come 
and find all that they need in Him. 

As Jacob and his sons came to Joseph in true re
pentance, and as Joseph was made known to them 
in full forgiveness; so the Nation of Israel are to 
be fully restored and forgiven in that coming day, 
by a Greater than Joseph who will, like him, have 
His Bride in association with Himself in that Day 
of glory and majesty. Wonder of wonder, you and 
I will form part of that Bride. 

He and I in that bright glory 
One deep joy shall share. 

Mine to he for ever with Him, 
His that I am there! 
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7TH DAY-GOD 

�,, 

And so we pass from the Six Days of Toil and 
Labour into the Sabbath Rest of God, and we ob .. 
serve with solemn reflection, the close of the Book 
of Genesis. "So Joseph died, and they embalmed 
him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt." 

Thus all types .and shadows must end and fail. 
But He, of whom they all speak, may die, for sins 
not His own, they may embalm His blessed Body 
and bury Him in a borrowed tomb, but blessed be 
His Name the story does not end there, for He 
burst the bands of death asunder and ROSE TRI
UMPHANT o'er the Tomb. 

He is not HERE, HE IS RISEN is the message 
that rings down the Ages. And because He lives,
WE LIVE ALSO, and because WE LIVE there is 
to be a grand CONSUMMATION. 

"When this corruptible shall have put on incor
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor
tality." 

Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, "Death is swallowed up in Victory. 

0 Death, where is thy sting? 
0 Grave, where is thy Victory? (1 Cor. 15. 54) 

And instead of a coffin in Egypt for the child of 
God to-day, "There remaineth therefore A REST 
('Keeping of Sabbath,' says the Margin) to the people 
of God" (Heb. 4. 9). 
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And what a REST that will be to be sure. REST 
from SIN, sorrow, sickness, death, labour, trouble, 
and all that Adam's fall brought upon a ruined race. 
Christ hath rest9red that which He took not away 
and in that Day we shall enjoy to the full all that 
God in His wonderful grace has so fully and freely 
provided. 

We will thus consider next how this works out 
in the individual life, having concluded our study, 
in so far as it applies prophetical to the world, and 
to the lives of the patriarchs of old. 

If anything, our third section will prove to be 
the most interesting of all, in so far as it applies to 
the individual believer to-day, and we shall discover 
an equally delightful uniformity, and consistency of 
interpretation, as the various successive stages of 
Christian experience are portrayed. 



SECTION III. 

THE INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Having considered the "Plan of Creation's Archi
tect" in so far as it applies to the Dispensations, and 
also briefly as a portrayal of the Patriarchs, -we now 
come to what is, if anything, the most interesting 
of the three unfoldings, as it applies to the individ
ual believer to-day. We shall also discern a delight-

. ful uniformity and consistency of interpretation, as 
the various successive stages of christian experience 
are portrayed. 

Of course, much that has been said under the 
other two aspects of our subject, are equally true 
here, and will not therefore be repeated, but there 
are many additional features to notice and these 
we shall seek to consider with the same prayerful 
interest that the rest of our theme has demanded. 

Just as the Natural Re-creation was progressive, 
and extended over the six days; and just as in 
nature we have first the blade, then the ear, then 
the full corn; first the Babe, then the Child, and 
then the perfect Man; so in the Spiritual, until we 
all come to the Perfect Man in Christ Jesus. Further, 
the progress referred to, is just like that of the 
natural, in so far that we progress from darkness 
to light, just as morning followed evening-"The 
evening and the morning were the first day etc."
and not vice-versa. 

May we ever seek to bear in mind as we journey 
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along our Pilgrim pathway that until the Sabbath 
Rest of God is reached in Eternity, there will be 
no Day without its Evening, and the Shadows and 
Valleys will ever be with us. So long as we are 
upon this earth, Joy will be interspersed with Sor
row and Light with Darkness. Faith will at times 
be overclouded with doubt and the Sun will seem 
to be hid; but each evening will have its correspond
ing morning until. that Day break, which shall 
prove to be a Morning without clouds, when all 
shadows shall flee away and we shall enter into our 
long Eternal Rest. In the re-creation, it was only 
the Seventh Day that was complete in itself without 
an evening, and so likewise all the stages of the 
Believer's life are marked by evening and morning 
until Home and Heaven are reached, when there 
shall roe ''No Night there.'' 

Let us be_ar this thought well in mind, for some 
bitterly judge themselves, and lose their joy because 
they look constantly within and see much that is 
not of Christ and realise how far short they come. 
Let such wait in patience; for He that hath BEGUN 
a good work, will perform it unto the Day of Jesus 
Christ. Ever bear in mind that although each day 
had its evening as well as its morning, and was 
therefore imperfect, as compared with the Seventh 
Day, yet God was pleased to say of each of those 
days that "It was Good,, and although you and I, 
as Believers, to-day are often verily conscious of our 
many shortcomings yet how assuring it is to know 
that the very same God, who saw His Creation 
"Good", also sees us "IN CHRIST JESUS", as 
Per£ ect and Complete as we shall actually be in that 
Day when we are at Home with our Lord. This 
we shall consider very fully later in our Study. 
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A grasping of this divine truth in connection 
with ourselves, will also be a wonderful help in un
derstanding our fellow christians. When we all come 
unto the Perfect Man, and when we all get to Glory 
and are ·changed into His glorious image, we shall 
of course see Christ fully _in each other, but God 
sees Christ in our brethren now, and He desires that 
we shall ALSO see that which is of the Master in 
them, likewise HERE and NOW, and not be the 
rather occupied with their faults and. shortcomings. 
How different many a company of christians would 
be if each sought to see more of Christ in each other 
and overlook those failings which are of darkness 
rather than light. 

Paul always did this when he wrote his epistles, 
for in each you will find that he begins with a recog
nition of that which was of Christ. And Barnabas 
who "was a good man" and full of the Holy Spirit," 
when he went to Antioch "saw the Grace of God" 
in the disciples (Acts Ir. 23, 24). 

But now let us get back to the beginning of our 
pl,n and follow it, as it progressively unfolds our 
life history from Eden to Eternity, or frorri the Fall 
to the Glory. 



THE FIRST DAY 
�tf 

In Chapter IV. we commented very briefly (page 
23) on how the chaotic scene o� Gen. 1. 2 very
graphically set forth Man's state in Adam due to
the Fall. Just as that scene was one of darkness
and death, brought about by Sin, so correspondingly,
Man through the fall became spiritually "Dead" in
trespasses and sins and was as helpless and hopeless
as God's fair creation-"without form, and void."
The darkness that hur:ig as a pall over Creation,
was no less and no more severe than that spiritual
darkness which overwhelms every man and woman
out of Christ, to-day.

And were it not for Divine intervention we 
should all be thel:"e still, but the same blessed God 
who interposed in Gen. I interposed again on Man's 
behalf at Calvary, but this time with His own most 
precious blood, which for ever put away Sin for all 
those who will believe and accept Him. The strik
ing contrast between these two interventions is in 
the fact that whereas at Creation it merely needed 
God's Voice to be heard, and IT WAS SO, at Cal
vary, nothing short of the Blessed PERSON of the 
Son of God Himself, could atone for Man's sin. 
This of itself should teach us something of the 
AWFULNESS of Sin, and the MIGHTY COST 
of our Redemption. 

You will observe carefully, that when no one and 
nothing else could help to restore that chaotic scene 
of Gen. 1. 2 that 

(1) "The Spirit of God moved" and
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(2) "God SAID" (Gen. 1. 2, 3)
with the result that "There was ·LIGHT" (Gen. 
2. 3).

Two great forces were at work-The Spirit of
God "Brooding", and the Word of God, "Speak
ing", and wherever these two powers operate to
gether "LIGHT" must result. In the spiritual 
realm it is per£ ectly fulfilled according to this 
"Plan", for apart from the Spirit of God operating, 
and the Word of God speaking, no regeneration is 
possible. To Nicodemus the Saviour said, "Except 
a man. be .born of Water (The Word of God) and of 
the Spirit he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God," and Peter tells us that "we have obeyed the 
truth through the Spirit, being born again ... by 
the Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever" 
and of course the Psalmist's words readily come to 
mind, "The entrance of Thy Word giveth Light" 
(Psalm 119). 

''"God who commandeth the light to shine out 
of darkness (Gen. 1) hath shined in our hearts to 
give the light of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ'' (2 Cor. 4, 6). 



"AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD 'MOVED'" 

If;>--� 

This is a word indicative of action or movement 
such as "Brooding" or fluttering and we get a de
lightful biblical illustration of this in Deut 37. 11.

"As the eagle stirretli up its nest, HOVERETH over 
its young." How we should ever thank God that 
His Spirit "hovered" over some of us from earliest 
childhood days, and that He spake to us time and 
time again from the Treasures of His Wor-d until 
that moment when we responded to this dual action 
of God upon our hearts, and were "Born again"· 
from above. 

God, by His Spirit, shows to man that he is a 
sinner, and that God is holy and hates sin, and the 
result of this light entering the soul of man is to 
produce in him hatred of sin and fear of meeting 
the holy God who hates sin. Upon this marvellous. 
change being effected, the darkness of evil is felt,. 
and the former delights become oppressive; instead 
of rejoicing in iniquity, the heart hates its own love: 
of evil. 

Reader! let us pause for one moment to enquire, 
Has the light entered into our hearts? "God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath

shined in our hearts', (2 Cor. 4. 6). Has the light 
shined into your heart? Unless this be so, your
heart, however amiable, is still in the darkness: 
natural to the fallen state of man. 

The light, which the Spirit of God pours into
our souls, enables us to see Christ. Every man is 
spiritually blind until he sees Christ. The god of 
this world hates Christ and seeks to keep man in 
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the dark about Him. Alas! how well he has suc
ceeded. Christ is little loved upon th� earth. Millions 
have never heard His Name. Thousands have heard 
but only to despise it. The nail-marks in those 
hands which were stretched upon the cross of Cal
vary are the warrant of the believer's security. Our 
sins nailed Jesus to the cross, and now He Himself 
in heaven is the eternal witness that our sins are 
gone. The crucified One is the glorified One. He 
is our perfect Saviour, and the light of God's truth 
enters our hearts, showing to us Jesus, the One who 
died upon the cross, in heaven for us; and this is 
peace. 

Hear the Voice of God calling to Adam in the 
Garden, and see the Spirit of God SEEKING that 
which was lost ! "Adam, where art thou?" was 
God's call to ·His fallen creature. To-day that same 
One is still seeking the Lost, and calling, in a thou
sand different ways through His Word, to the Prodi
gal to COME HOME. Note too, how that the Light 
shone in upon that Fallen scene at Eden in the 
Promise which God gave that very day of calamity, 
that "the Seed of the Woman should bruise the Ser
pent's Head." That LIGHT which broke in that 
day, shone right on down the Ages, in type and 
shadow, until that One came who was verily "the 
Light of the World", and "A Light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the Glory of Thy people Israel" (Luke 
2. 32).

Thus that which seemed to be a grave became
the Cradle of Life, and death the way to Resurrec
tion. The New Man-the Seed of the Woman, 
springs as a fair flower to blossom in Newness of 
life, for the S()n of Man is indeed truly Man, though 
every man is not a Son of God. But we can ALL 
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become Sons of God, through Faith in Christ Jesus. 
Is it not rather surprising, yet perhaps not so, 

that Faith should enter upon this scene? For note 
that it was not until Gen. 3. 20. after the Fall and 
after God's condemnation and Promise, that Adam 
called his wife's Name EVE: "because she was the 
Mother of all-LIVING." We should have said 
perhaps, "of all DEAD" but ADAM looked on con
sidering the Promise, and in the Seed of the Woman 
he saw LIFE, not death. "Faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen" (Heb. 11. 1 ). 

What Adam looked ON to, you and I KNOW 
as a blessed fact, but have we exercised the same 
like FAITH in that LIVING ONE? That will 
prove to be the vital test in the coming Judgment 
Day. 

Before passing from the Garden of Eden, it may 
_ be helpful to notice the subtle questions of the Ad

versary, for his ways and methods remain unchanged 
to this day. 

Firstly, he questions the Love of God, mainly an 
attack upon the first person of the Trinity. "Hath 
God said, ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
Garden?" The implication being that God could 
not fully love, because He was withholding some
thing. Do you not see how the Devil has carried 
this subtle suggestion of his right down the Ages, 
and even in this so-called enlightened 20th century 
he still seeks ( and in a large measure is successful) 
to cast a doubt in the hearts and minds of men and 
women, of the LOVE of God. "How can God love 
you IF--" is his manner of approach still. 

Is my reader just NOW one of those whom Satan 
has thus beguiled? Friend ! heed not the tempter's 
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voice. GOD IS LOVE, and if He withholds any
thing from you, it IS because He loves you, and 
it is best for your good. It is but a step from doubt
ing the LO VE of God, to doubting the Truth of 
God which becomes an attack upon the Second 
person of tfie Blessed Trinity who Himself declared, 
.. "I AM the Truth" (John 14. <?). "Ye shall NOT 
surely die," was the Devil's second question. It now 
becomes a matter of decision. Either the Truth of 
God or the Devil's Lie! Reader, which is it with 
you? The one is the Path of Li£ e through Christ; 
the other, as you know, is the way of Hell. The 
third step is easy if the first two have been lost. 
HYe· shall be as God's." Here we have God dis
placed from His unique position of WORSHIP and 
this specially has to do with the Holy Spirit. This 
will be fully manifested in the closing days before 
our Lord returns in Power and great Glory, as we 
have already observed, for then will the Image of 
the Beast be raised up for all to worship, ''AS GOD.'' 

Having displaced the Divine Trinity, Satan en
thrones in the heart of Man the Trinity of Evil
The World, the Flesh and the Devil, and only the 
Qrace of God operating upon the Sinner's heart 
through His Holy Spirit by His Word can, as we 
liave seen, cause LIGHT to enter, where Darkness 
abounds. May every reader of these pages be EN
LIGHTENED from on high. 

Thus far we have learned then that like Creation, 
Man became LOST through Sin but God stepped 
in in wonderful blessing and by the divine operation 
of His Spirit and the power of His Word brought 
LIGHT to bear upon a darkened scene, and thus 
we come in New Testament language to John's 
Gospel. 



'' In Him was Li£ e; and the Life was the Light 
of Men. And the Light shineth in darkness; and 
the darkness comprehended it not. That was the 
True Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world'' (John I. 4-9). 

The next step in our spiritual experience is the 
same as that at Creation, viz. SEPARATION. As 
soon as LIGHT enters God separates, for LIGHT 
and DARKNESS never MIX, when one comes in 
the other goes out. And when God comes into a 
man's life the Devil must quit. Only one can rule. 

This is a fundamental principle of the Kingdom 
of Heaven; Light and Darkness cannot go on to
gether. Satan is always trying to mix them. But 
Paul says, "Be ye not tµiequally yoked together with 
unbelievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness, and what communion hath 
light with darkness; and what concord hath Christ 
with Belia!, or what part hath a believer with an 
infidel?" (2 Cor. 6. 14, 15). And in Isa. 5. 20 we 
read, "Woe unto them who call evil good, and good 
evil; who put darkness for light and light for dark� 
ness. '' As Christ becomes light to our hearts we 
discern that whatever is not according to Christ is 
darkness, and therefore we cannot have fellowship 
with it. 

We do well to remember in this connection one 
of the earliest truths of the Christian pathway found 
in John's 1st epistle, chap. 1, verses 6 and 7. 

''If we say that we have fellowship with Him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : " 

"But if we walk in the light, as He is jn the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sins." 
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Thus SEPARATION FROM the World and the 
things of darkness not only means a "Cutting-off" 
which is after all but negative truth; it also means 
thanks be unto God a SEP ARA TING UNTO some
thing else, and that something else is nothing less 
than FELLOWSHIP with God Himself, with the 
Lord Jesus Christ and with ALL HIS PEOPLE.: 
This is true Sanctification. So the believer who is 
called at Conversion to "BE SEPARATE" gains 
far more than he, or she, loses. May you and I 
both seek to walk the path more clearly and closely 
than ever before. 

John, in his Gospel, records the words of out 
Lord Himself, "I am the Light of the World, he 
that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of Life" (John 8. 12). Thus. 
is declared what should really be a self-evident 
axiom, that if God is [ight, and the Son of God 
the Light of the World, all those who are in uni0n 
with God must of necessity be in the Light also. 

But John also says in his Epistle, that 
"If we say that we have fellowship with Him,.

and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the truth'" 
( 1 John I. 6). 

It is an impossibility for both to be true of any 
.one individual. If we say-that is profession; and 
walk in darkness-that is practice, then what we 
say, differs from what we do. Says John, inspired 
of the Holy Spirit, if this be true of us, "we lie.u 
In other words we are hypocrites and false profes
sors, for, as we have seen, it is impossible to have 
fellowship with God who is Light, and to walk in 
darkness. If we are walking in darkness we can
not be in union with God, and on the other hand 
if we are in fellowship with Him we cannot walk 
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in darkness. What searching words for every one

of us to quietly meditate upon in the Presence of 
God. 

"If we Say." And we do say, don't we? We 
do profess to be linked· with the Father, and the 
Son. We testify that we are in fellowship with God, 
then my friend, let us honestly and sincerely ask 
-0ur individual heart, "Am I walking in consistency
with my profession,-in the Light,-or am I grovel
ling in the w�ys of sin and darkness?"

It is an awful possibility for the Devil to deceive
us with a measure of self-satisfaction and even
spiritual superiority, in these things, and for us to
believe that all is well, even whilst living a life of
sin. All is not well, my f�iend. If walking in dark
ness-in sin-I lie and do not the truth. In plain
language, I have never been born again.

"But," says John, "if we walk in the light, as He
is in the light," that is, if our "walk" agrees with
our "talk," then two things are true of us : -

(1) "We have fellowship one with another,"
and

(2) "The Blood of Jesus Christ His (God's) Son
cleanseth us from all sin."

Here we have the characteristic marks of a true
child of God. Here we have the divine test as to
whether we be "in the Faith" or not.

Notice first what John does NOT say. He does
not say, "If we walk according to the Light," but
"if we walk in the light." It is sadly possible for
a real child of God who is in the light, not to walk
according to light. In other words, whilst walking
in the light of God, certain paths may be clearly
revealed to me as God's path for my feet, and I feel
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it to be truly God's word to me, but I may, or may 
not, be obedient to the light given. Whether I am 
obedient, or not, will in no wise affect my relation
ship. I still remain God's child, although, if dis
obedient, He may deal with me in chastening, but 
this is entirely different to being "In the Light." 

It is because you are in the light that you have 
seen the pathway marked out for you. If we grasped 
the fulness of being "in the light," our ways would 
be carefully governed by it, for being "in the light" 
we must of necessity realise that all we say, and do, 
c?mes into /the 1imelight, and is exposed to full 
view. 

The result is "we have fellowship one with an
other." 

This is not Church membership as commonly 
spoken of, neither is it "Being in Fellowship," as 
some speak, but it is something much more real 
and deep than either of these. It is Church mem
bership of the "Church of God"; it is "Being in

Fellowship" with the Father and the Son and all 
other believers. It links me up with every other 
blood-bought saint of God. 

This is that fellowship which, when some other 
stranger crosses our path something in their speech 
or demeanour discloses that that one is a believer, 
and immediately there is a link between us, and the 
one who, a moment before, we had never seen nor 
known, now becomes a "brother beloved," because 
he or she belongs to Christ. 

This is that fellowship which binds the white 
missionary with the negro believer. A bond such 
as the earth does not know nor understand. All 



one in Christ. Finally, of all such it ·is true that 

"The Blood of /esus· Christ, God's Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin." 

This is often regarded as provisional in times of 
failure, but it is not so; that teaching we have in 
verse 9. But here a general statement, true of all 
believers, far-reaching and all-embracing in its appli-. 
cation. The fulness and power of the precious blood 
of Christ is h@re declared. 

"It cleanseth ALL Believers, from ALL Sin."

It cleanses perfectly, permanently and completely; 
so much so, that "there is now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus." So much so, that 
God accepts us "in the Beloved" as perfect and com
plete without stain or sin of any kind, and as with 
God there is no going back; and no past, present 
or future, we know that once we are cleansed thus, 
we are permanently cleansed. Never can we be 
cleansed a second time by the Blood. 

'"Oh!" says my reader, "if the teaching of God�s 
Word is that I am cleansed from all sin, then I 
am not saved after all, for I am verily conscious of 
my daily sins and shortcoming, so I fear that I must 
be lost after all!" _But friend, stay a moment, John 
anticipates your difficulty and the inspired writer 
records that whilst GOD says that "the Blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin." "If 
WE say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us." 

The emphasis must be placed upon the person 
who malces the declaration. 

There are two viewpoints. One, from Heaven's 
side, whicfi gives us God's judgment, as far as the 
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Court of Divine Justice is concerned, and which 
declares that judicially we are cleansed from all sin, 
which can never be brought against us again, be
cause Christ fias died and settled the whole question 
once and for all. But, from our viewpoint, sin is 
still very manifest and present with us all, and not 
until Christ returns shall we be sinless as to these 
bodies of ours. 

Whilst God may say that we are cleansed from 
all sin, and thanks be ·to His Name He does say 
that, yet if we say it, we are deceiving ourselves, be
cause practically and experimentally, we are still sub
ject to sin. Says Paul himself, "Sin dwelleth in 
me" (Rom. 7. 17). 

When God saved us, He cleared us of all sin's · 
charges 111 the Court of Heaven, but He did not 
remove sin from us. It may surprise you to know 
that when God saved you, He took nothing out, 
but He did put something in you; that something 
was a Person, the Holy Spirit, given to indwell 
every child of God. 

Rom. 6 teaches that our "old man" has received 
the judgment due to it on the cross, and that nqw 
we are to "reck_on" ourselves dead. But nowhere 
does Scripture teach sin to BE dead; what it does 
teach is, _ that having died to it in Christ, judicially, 
we are to live as those who are dead to it, morally. 

FIRST GOD MAKES ME 

WHAT HE WANTS ME TO BE, 

THEN HE ASKS ME TO BE 

WHAT HE'S MADE ME. 



The great truth of Rom. 6 is, that we have died 
with Christ, and that we are made alive in Christ, 
before God. And on these two truths are built cor
responding truths; viz., that we are to live as those 
who have died, and who are alive in Christ before 
God. GOD has separated us for ever from the 
Blackness of Darkness and the World of Sin and 
now He asks us "TO BE SEPARATED." The 
doctrine is, that we are not now, as God sees us, in 
a sin-state. Christ took the wages of sin, which was 
death; and so sin, our former master, has no longer 
any claim upon our service, since "in Christ" we 
died. 

There is that within every believer which is cap
able of committing any sin that an unconverted 
person may commit, but there is also another power, 
which can frustrate the former, and if given liberty, 
overcome it. This means constant warfare. Thus 
it is that we are told jn Galatians that ''the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the 
.flesh." Hence, seeing that sin-the root principle 
-has not been removed fro1n us-it is untrue to
say that we have no sin. But on the other hand,
seeing we also have the indwelling Spirit of God,
it is possible to live the Christian life without sin
ning. In other words the root need not bear fruit,
and will not, in so far as we allow the Spirit to prune
the flesh, and mortify the deeds thereof. There is
a great difference between having sin, the root, and
doing sin, the fruit.

Thus, although John says in chap. 1, verse 8, "If 
we say that we have no Jin we deceive ourselves 
.and the truth is not in us", in chap. 2, verse I, he 
says, "these things write I unto you THAT YE SIN

NOT." 
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There was a very interesting happening on the 
night in which our Lord was betrayed, bearing on 
our present subject, and it may be worth while to 
spend a few moments at this point to consider it. 
In John 13 we have the record how that our Lord 
took a towel and girded Himself and began to wash 
the disciples' feet. When He came to Peter, that 
noble man said, "Thou shalt never wash my feet." 
He could not allow his beloved Master to do to him 
what he ought to do for his Master. But when the 
Saviour explained to Peter that if He washed him 
not, he had no part with his Lord, Peter, anxious 
to be certain that he had part with his Lord, desired 
Him to wash also his hands and his head. But the 
Lord Jesus, as He ever did, graciously and tenderly 
dealt with His servant, explaining to him that "He 
that is 'bathed' (an entirely different word being 
used here in the original) needeth not save to 'wash' 
his feet, but is clean every whit," adding, because 
Judas was present, "and ye are clean but not all,"
verse ro. 

The thought is, that the washing of the disciples' 
feet was not a bathing of the body for complete 
cleansing, but a washing off of any defilement ob
tained in the walk to the guest's house, and accord
jng to the Eastern custom was a daily cleansing. 

In like manner the Blood of Christ gives us a 
perfect and complete cleansing, never again neces
sary, but on our journey homeward to the Father's 
House our walk entails defilement. We pass through 
a world of sin and corruption, and even in our daily 
duties cannot fail to become de.filed thereby, thus 
needing a daily cleansing, not with the Blood of
Christ, but with the washing of the water of the
Word of God. Thus, the reading of the Scriptures 
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and the Ministry of the Word are given to keep us 
clean, down here upon earth so that what we are 
in Heaven may be, as closely as possible, resembled 
by us here upon earth. The daily washing by the 
water of the Word of God is to keep us on earth, 
what we are actually in Heaven. 

Finally, as we draw this chapter to a close ·we 
notice tliat God always calls things by their right 
name! 

"And God called the Light 'Day', and the Dark
ness He called 'Night' " (Gen. I. 5). 

May you· and I ever seek to call SIN, SIN, and 
never to excuse it by such names as "Shortcomings", 
"Indiscretion", and "Weakness." 

We must not call the twilight daylight. Having 
divided the light from the darkness, "God called the 
light day, and the darkness He called night." God 
declares it to be what it is. "Do not err, my be
loved brethren." Beware of the mixing up of black 
and white into the fashionable neutral tint Christian
ity - that neither-one-thing-nor-the-other religion 
which the world calls the charitable spirit. The 
Christian should be known by his white garments; 
too Il}any go about garbed in grey. The Lord hates 
half-heartedness, "Because thou art luke-warm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of My 
mouth." 

We do not invite you to be hard upon others. 
Quite the contrary. Those who are the most severe 
upon themselves will be the most tender towards 
others. Call your own sins sins; but hold your 
peace about the doings of others. If your brother 
sin, pray for him; if you sin, confess your sins, and 
God, who is faithful and just, will forgive you your 
sins, and cleanse you from all unrighteousness. Call 
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things by their right names, but '' consider thyself� 
lest thou also be tempted." It is a very great thing 
when a man can walk through this world to heaven 
without falling and soiling his garments. The world 
is an evil place, and only by humility and godly fear� 
and constant looking unto Jesus, shall we be enabled 
to conduct ourselves as children of the day. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

THE SECOND DAY 
�,f 

This -Day was solely occupied with the mani
festation of the Firmament-HEAVEN itself-and 
naught else occupied it. From first to last it was 
HEAVEN and Heaven only, and the Evening and 
the Morning were the Second Day. 

The Soul's experience is very much akin to this, 
for no sooner has the blessed truth of Sins forgiven 
been realised by the lost soul and the glorious fact 
that all the Past is for ever blotted out, as well as 
all its future sins atoned for, than the liberated one 
bursts for� into an inward joy and thanksgiving. 
The terrors of Hell and of that awful Lake of Fire 
are for ever gone and there is but one glorious object 
before the Soul's vision-the Lord Jesus CHRIST. 
And where Jesus is, 'tis HEAVEN there. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that a whole day 
was given to this section of the work of re-creation 
and a correspondingly lengthy period in the spiritual 
life is taken up with a grasping and realisation of 
something of what these HEAVENLY truths en
tail. For not only does HEAVEN become our 
destination and our Home, but all the countless 
Heavenly blessings also become ours, in Christ 
Jesus. 

Unfortunately, however, as we observed in chap
ter• V., instability and lack of restraint are also 
stamped upon this day. And the Believer's indi
vidual experience only too well confirms the truth 
of this in daily spiritual experience. The glorious 
heavenly truths and blessin� which can only be 
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fully enjoyed and realised by Faith, are constantly 
and continually being interfered with, and inter
rupted by the Waters of Sin, above and beneath the 
Firmament. Just as the Sunshine is interspersed 
with Showers, so our spiritual experience is ofttimes 
damped and clouded; but as the Soul's knowledge 
of Christ and divine things deepens and life's lessons 
of experience are learned, we discover, as we shall 
see on tlie third· day, that the Sea has to fall back 
to its fixed bounds, appointed by God, beyond which 
it cannot go, just as Satan's power is lirnited, and 
controlled from on high. Do we wonder then that 
Paul, that great Apostle, should desire more and 
more that "he might know Christ and the Power of 
His Resurrection" for only in the daily growth of 
such knowledge and grace, is . divine progress pos
sible-. 

Let us then for a short while meditate upon a 
few of the Heavenly things that are the Believer's 
through simple Faith in Christ. 

First of all Christ Himself is there, and this to 
the New-born Soul is everything, for in the first 
flush of the joy of God's Salvation the wondrous 
person of the loving Saviour is very real indeed. 
The pity is, that this first love, alas, so often wanes 
and weakens. "For Christ is not entered into the 
holy places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of God for us" (Heb. 9. 24); and 
we who have been quickened together with Him, 
have also been raised up together, and made 
to sit together in the Heavenlies in Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. 2. 6). The expulsive power of this new affec
tion should be sufficient to separate any child of 
God from tlie World and· its pleasures completely, 

149 



unto those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth at the Right hand of God (Col. 3. 1 ). 

Secondly, Our Father is there, as our Lord taught 
us in Matt. 23. 9 and we, as His children, will 
naturally have a desire to be where "Our Father" 
is! Only true born-again believers can really say, 
"Our Father who art in Heaven." The Natural 
man has no right to claim such a relationship, for 
the Lord Jesus said of such, "Ye are of your father, 
the Devil." 

Our Home is in Heaven too, for did not the 
Saviour say, "I go to prepare a place for you." 
Whether it be a Mansion or whatever it be, I am 
fully persuaded it will be_ much better than I de
serve, and infinitely grander than I expected, for 
the wonderful'Grace of God has, prepared, for those 
who love Him, something surpassing all human 
language, knowledge and understanding which, so 
far, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard. Like the 
Queen of Sheba we shall then exclaim, the half was 
never told. But the Place can never surpass the 
Person and thus He said, "I will come again and 
receive you-NOT unto 'a place'-but 'UNTO MY
SELF.'" As the newly-wed wife prizes and values 
the Home her Bridegroom has prepared, so shall 
we our Heavenly Home, but what is the Home com
pared with He who provided it. May your heart 
and mine, dear reader, ever vibrate with chords of 
echoing love as we remember all He has done for 
us the guilty ones and how, one day soon, He Him
self is coming Himself to receive us unto Himself, 
and so shall we EVER be with the Lord. "AT 
HOME" says Paul very far better. What truly ex
pressive words. 

Not only is our Sat1iour there, our Father there� 
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and our Home there, but do you know that WE

also are there ! Yes, here and now, this �ery mom
ent) you and I are as truly IN HEAVEN as we shall 
actually and bodily be, when our Lord comes! 

''Your Life is hid with Christ in God'' (Col. 3. 3), 
This "Life" is true Eternal Life and places the 
Believer in that secure and safe position of which 
our Lord spake in John 10. 28-30. 

Our "Calling" is also "Heavenly", and gives us 
encouragement to walk, in a hostile world beset with 
difficulties and dangers, as Heavenly citizens. It 
makes us Pilgrims and Strangers in a wilderness 
scene, and gives us the status ofi Heaven's Ambassa
dors, immune from Earth's authority and control, 
as we shall see more fully later on in this chapter. 
"Ye serve the Lord Christ," over-rules all other 
claims upon the Child of God. "Seek ye FIRST 
the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness and 
all these things shall be added unto you." 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians the believer is 
shown his heavenly position and calling, as having 
been chosen in Christ be£ ore the foundation of the 
world, and now raised up and seated in the heavenly 
places in Him; and then, on the basis of this great 
fact, he is exhorted to walk worthy of the calling 
wherewith he is called. Everything in the world 
is designed and contrived to make the believer con
sider himself a part of it, and even to make him 
a participator in its aims and pursuits. The enemy 
is all too successful in his efforts to make believers 
unmindful that theirs IS a heavenly calling. To 
that end he has devised many earthly callings so 
apparently worthy and high in their aims as to 
commend them to the Christian, and yet which, 
when tested by the Scriptures, are seen to be snares, 
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calculated to enlist him in the service of Satan and 
in working for the accomplishment of Satan's ob
jects. An excellent and instructive illustration of 
this deceptive working of Satan is found in the 
various devices which Pharaoh put forth to detain 
the people of God in Egypt after God had called 
them out of it : Egypt being a type of the world, as 
Pharaoh is a type of its prince. The first of these 
devices was a proclamation of religious liberty, which 
was issued after sore judgments had come upon the 
land. It is not necessary, ·said Pharaoh, to go out 
of Egypt in order to serve God : "Go ye, sacrifice 
to your God, in the land" (Ex. 8. 25). 

Precisely the same device is practised in our day; 
and our attention is frequently called to the "relig
ious tolerance" and "freedom of conscience" that 
now prevails, as if this were convincing evidence 
that the world is vastly improved. Had Pharaoh's 
device prevailed it might possibly have improved 
the land of Egypt, and have raised its standards as 
a whole. But that was not God's object; and eventu
ally the inevitable result would have been to have 
polluted the pure worship of Jehovah with customs 
derived from the idolatrous worship of the Egyp
tians. 

This has been the result in Christendom, ever 
since the prof es sing Church departed from her 
heavenly sphere and calling, to become a power in 
the world. 

The next device which Pharaoh urged, after learn
ing that God insisted on the departure of His people, 
was that they should not get very far away. '' And 
Pharaoh said : I will let you go, that ye may sacri
fice to Jehovah your God in the wilderness; only 
ye shall not go very far away; entreat for me" (Ex. 
8. 28).



But the distance which Jehovah required His 
people to put between themselves and the land of 
Egypt was three days' journey. To the follower of 
Christ this means the time He lay in the tomb
the cl1stance between the cross and His resurrection. 
The Christian, who has been crucified to the world, 
and is risen with Christ, is completely separated from 
the world and its affairs. 

There is a borderland, a place "not very far away" 
from the world, which the prince of this world has 
made very attr;ictive, and where things worldly and 
religious, worldy pleasures and religious observ
ances, are mingled in varying proportions to suit 
every degree of sensitiveness of conscience. It will 
suit the purposes of the enemy very well to have 
God's people occupy this borderland where ,o many 
are now dragging out a miserable, half-hearted, and 
unprofitable existence. They may themselves be 
saved (and will be if they are truly converted); but 
it will be like Lot, "so as by fire," and they will 
suffer great loss, all their works being destroyed. 
Meanwhile, their lives and occupations, instead of 
leading others to forsake the world, are encouraging 
them to remain in it. 

After further and more severe judgments, Pharaoh 
tendered further concessions : first, that the men 
alone should go, leaving their little ones behind; and 
finally, that all the people should go, but that their 
possessions (flocks and herds) should be left behind. 

The lessons we have here are of great importance; 
but we can dwell but briefly upon them. There is 
a plausible notion which finds great favour in the 
laxity of these times, to the effect that youth must 
have its "innocent pleasures and pastimes"; and that 
when the indefinite period called "youth" is past, 
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it will be time enough to become "religious" and 
to attend to "religious duties." Let us not parley 
wit h such a doctrine as this, which leaves the souls 
of our young people in the place of peril at. that 
time of life when they are least able to guard them
selves against the thousand snares that are set for 
the innocent and unsuspicious. It is not true that the 
children of Christian parents need any of the amuse
ments of the world. There is no period in the life 
of the human being, after consciousness is once 
awakened, when Christ does not satisfy every long
ing of the quickened soul; and to find Him it is 
necessary to go forth "unto Him without the camp." 

Finally, one of the most successful of the enemy's 
devices for retaining a hold upon God's people is to 
induce them to have their interests and belongings 
in his domain. "Go ye, serve Jehovah; only let 
your flocks and your herds be stayed; let your little 
ones also go with you." He knows full well the 
truth of the scripture: "Where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.'' 

But the calling wherewith we are called includes 
serving God with all our substance. There is no 
complete separation from the world until the be
liever's business and property are wholly consecrated 
to the service of God. Our calling is a "heavenly 
calling." It is uncompromising. It calls for a com
plete separation of ourselves, our households, and 
our possessions, from the domain and service of the 
god of this world. Our Lord has been cast out of 
the world with shame and reproach. He had no 
place and no property or interests in it. The pro
phecy of Dan. 9. 26 (R.V.), He shall be "cut off, 
and sliall have nothing," was literally fulfilled. 

''Let us go forth, therefore, unto Him without 
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the Camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb. 13. 13). 
All this leads us on to our next point that Our

Treasure is in Heaven. If we have learned the im
portant truth of separation from the World and 
are seeking to serve our new Master in every pos
sible way we can, we have His own assurance that 
even a cup of cold water given in His Name shall 
not lose its reward. If, then, such small details of 
service as this are· laying up in Heaven a future re
ward for the believer, what of those more consis
tent labours and true sacrifices for "His Name's 
Sake." "The sufferings of this present while" says 
Paul, are not worthy of even comparison with such 
glories, and if we seek more and more to serve Him 
faithfully and sincerely we are then laying up 
Treasure in Heaven, and where our treasure is there 
will our heart be also. 

A dear Servant of Christ was once asked why he 
was so interested in Foreign Missions. "Bec�use I 
invest £100 a year in them," he replied. "But why 
are you interested in them?" he asked his enquirer, 
who was but a poor farm labourer well on in years. 
"Because my only daughter is in the Mission Field," 
came the quiet reply. Friend, how is it with you? 
Are loved ones in Christ's Service? Are your invest
ments in Christ's Vineyards--or the World's Stocks 
and Shares? Are you out and out for Christ? 
Where your treasure is, there WILL your heart be 
also. 

May I here remind all those who HA VE sacri
ficed for Christ's sake; and blessed be God they are 
many, even in these days when excuses of Taxation 
and increased cost of living, etc. abound, that there 
is not a child of God who has given up aught for 
Christ's sake and the Gospel's but what shall receive 
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a ·hundredfold and more. The Holy Spirit would 
furtlier direct our attention to the fact that, when 
we were born again of the incorruptible seed of the 
Word of God, it was to an incorruptible inheritanc�. 
For God "according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a living hope by the resur
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheri
tance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you (or us) who 
are being guarded by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time." 

So that we see we also have an INHERITANCE 
in Heaven. 

Our HOPE is also there. Paul writing to the 
Colossians says, "We give thanks to God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you, since we heard of your FAITH in Christ 
Jesus, and of the Love which ye have to all the 
-saints, for the HOPE which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard in the word of truth of
the gospel."

The hope set before the believer, and upon which 
he lays hold as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and steadfast "entereth into that within the veil." 
Yes, it is out of· heaven that our "blessed hope" is 
to come; and the same grace of God which brings 
salvation to all men, teaches us that "denying un
godliness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world (age) 
looking for that blessed hope and the glorr.'ous ap
pearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who gave Himself for us, that. He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." 
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The hope that is laid up for us in heaven is so 
important a part of the riches that now belong to us 
as a heavenly people, that it will be good to dwell 
further upon it. Many Christians have the faith 
of Christ, and the love of God, in a measure, but. 
lack "the blessed hope." They are not looking for 
One to come out of heaven, but for some improve
ments to develop on earth. Yet faith and lo:ve are 
incomplete without hope. The faith and love for 
which the Apostle gives thanks in the above passage 
are "for (or on account of) the HOPE" laid up in 
heaven. 

Faith is especially associated with the Spirit, being 
the conviction wrought by Him in the hearts of 
those who hear the Word. His special mission is 
to "convict." 

Love is especially associated with the Father. 
''God is love." "God so loved the world." "God, 
who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith 
He loved us." "God commendeth His love toward 
us: "The love of the Father." "What manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us." 

But the Hope of the believer is the coming of 
Christ to receive him unto Himself. Hence faith 
and love point to and have their fulfilment in the 
hope that is laid up for us in heaven. Thus, in 
Col. I. 27 we read that the "mystery among the 
Gentiles" is "Christ in you, the HOPE of Glory." 
Also in I Peter 3. 15 (R.V.), believers are exhorted 
to "sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being 
ready always to give answer to every man that ask
eth you a reason concerning the HOPE that is in 
you." 

Another scripture which teaches this relation of 
faith, love, and hope, is the first chapter of I Thes-

157



salonians. Paul here again gives thanks because, in 
these believers, faith, love, and hope, are all found 
in their right relation. He says : "We give thanks 
to God always for you all, making mention of you 
in our prayers; remembering without ceasing your 
work of FAITH, and labour of LOVE, and patience 
of HOPE in our Lord Jesus Christ." The remainder 
of the chapter amplifies this, speaking of how they 
"turned to God from idols" (a "work of faith," 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, because the gospel came 
to them "not in word only, but also in power and 
in the Holy Ghost," and was received by them "with 
joy of the Holy Ghost") "to serve the living and 
true God'' ( that is, God the Father, as the words 
"His Son" in the next clause show, this being a 
"labour of love"), "and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus>

which delivered us from the wrath to come," this 
bein_g "the patience of hope." (See also 2 Thess. 3. 5.) 

Our Names are written in Heaven .-When the 
seventy returned from the mission upon which our 
Lord had sent them, they expressed great delight>

saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject unto us 
through Thy Name." There be few who could 
have this occasion for joy, and doubtless the natural 
gratification of the flesh in the exercise of power 
was prominent in it; for our Lord said, "Notwith
standing, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven." In this latter ground 
of rejoicing all believers can share ! (See Ex. 32. 32, 
and Rev. 22. 19; 13. 8; 17. 8). 

We have previous! y referred in this chapter to 
the fact that our citizenship is in Heaven and Philip
pians 3. 20 distinctly assures us of this and links the 

158 



return of our Lord with the blessed fact. "For," 
he declares, "our citizensship is in heaven, from 
whence also we wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (R.V.). 

In this chapter the Apostle is speaking of the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus; and 
the exhortation based thereon is how those who 
have that prize in view should be minded and 
should walk here below. 

To be a citizen of a great nation is always a 
source of pride and satisfaction to the heart of man; 
but what citizen of an earthly nation has such a 
ground for boasting as he who can say with sincerity 
of heart, "my citizenship is in heaven"; and who 
can add that he is looking for his Saviour and Lord 
to come, to be the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

But to be a citizen of a great nation is not merely 
a source of pride. It has also great practical advan
tages, particularly when one is sojourning in a 
foreign and unfriendly country. Paul's Roman 
citizenship stood him in good stead on several critical 
occasions; and although his real security lay in the 
fact that he was an Ambassador for Christ and a 
citizen of the heavenly country, those incidents serve 
nevertheless to illustrate the lesson. The duty which 
a nation owes to the protection of its citizens in their 
persons and property is paramount, to such an ex
tent that, if need be, its entire national resources 
should be put forth on his behalf. If a citizen of 
this country were injured, in his person or property, 
while sojourning in a foreign country, it would be 
the obligation of the home Government, in theory 
at least, to secure redress for that wrong, even though 
it were necessary for that purpose to put forth the 
entire armed force of the nation by land and sea. 
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The great powers of the earth may come short 
of their responsibilities to those whose allegiance 
they claim; but the home Government of the 
heavenly country never fails in guarding the person 
.and meeting the needs of the humblest citizen who 
relies upon its care. "For He hath said, I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly 
say, The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me." 

Furthermore, if the sojourner in a foreign land 
be there on a mission for his sovereign, the latter 
.is chargeable, not only with his protecti9n, but with 
his maintenance in a state appropriate to his mis
sion. Believers are here, every one of them, on a 
mission for the absent Lord. "Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ"; and to us is committed 
the ministry of reconciliation, to declare to men, 
who are by nature the enemies of God, that they 
have been reconciled to Him in the death of His 

. �on; and the promises to these servants of Christ 
is that God will supply their every need, according 
to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

What shall we then say to these things ? Their 
source is not from the imagination of men, but from 
the Word of the Lord. But God will have spoken 
all these words in vain, so far as concerns our present 
walk and service, if their effect be not to separate 
us, who have heard them, from that world which, 
though He so loved it as to give His only begotten 
Son, nevertheless so hated Him as to put that Son 
to a death of shame, and so hates Him still as to 
despise the offer of remission of sins and eternal life 
now proclaimed in His Name. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE THIRD DAY 

From the Heavenly heights of the Second Day 
:and the Heavenly truths which we considered in our 
last chapter, we come back now in this Third Day 
-of the Re-Creation to Earth and the things of time
.and sense. And thus the Child of God also learns,
,early in Christian experience, that the Believer's Life
has a! dual character, and only a true understanding
-of this ofttimes paradoxical position, will enable one
to grasp aright many apparently contradictory state
ments of the Word of God.

We commend to our readers the Author's work, 
"Things that Differ", for a fuller and comprehen
·sive study of this absorbing theme.

Whilst our preceding chapter therefore, had to 
-do with our Heavenly calling and position, this pre
sent one will as clearly unfold the Believer's state
-and condition as far as the things of time and earth
.are concerned. And what great and important les
-sons there are to learn in connection with this side
-0£ the truth to be sure !

Our present chapter becomes a study of, The

Believer, in relation to Himself, and whilst self-oc
cupation is the last thing any child of God should 
entertain for one moment, yet a right understanding 
of what the scriptures teach concerning SELF, is 
vitally important and necessary. 
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Until we have reached that stage in our spiritual 
life when we can truly say with the Apostle, "In 
me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing",.

we have not begun to know either ourselves, or 
our Saviour, as the Word of God teaches. 

The cause of much uncertainty and doubt 
in spiritual matters, and the consequent lack of joy 
and happiness; is ofttimes due to a failing to under
stand this important side of truth. God saved us, 
well knowing not only what we WERE, but what 
we would be in days to come, and when Satan 
would tempt us to doubt our Salvation and our 
Saviour, because of some manifestation of the Old 
Nature which still abides with us all, let us just 
remind him and ourselves that our Saviour knows 
all about us and loves us still. 

What though the Accuser roar 
Of ills that I have done! 

I know them well, and thousands more: 
f e hovah findeth none. 

This then is the line of truth we shall follow in 
this chapter, and may God give to each of us a right 
understanding of these things, not only in theory, 
but in the practical out-living of these divine truths 
in daily experience. 

We note, first of all then, that this Third day 
begins with a FIRM FOUNDATION. The Dry 
land appeared in Resurrection power. And was it 
not also, upon another Third Day, that our Beloved 
Lord rose from among the Dead? And is not the 
topstone of the Gospel message the glorious fact 
that "He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures"? Because of His Resurrection are we 
not declared by the Court of Heaven - Justified? 
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For "He was delivered for our offences and raised 
again for our /ustification" says Rom. 4. 25. There
fore being justified by faith"-that is, believing that 
what God says about Christ's Resurrection, is verily 
true as concerning ME,-then, "We have PEACE 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 
5. 1 ). A Peace such as the World does not, and
cannot know. We rest simply and solely upon the
Work of Christ and His glorious Resurrection for
our Soul's Salvation, and rely just as simply and
solely upon the WORD of Christ concerning it, for
Assurance and Peace.

On Christ the Solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinki'ng sand. 

The peace of Romans 5 is a peace that nothing 
can shake, if the value of Christ's death and resur
rection has once been clearly learned. 

'"Tis everlasting peace, 
Sure as /ehovah' s Name; 

'Tis stable as His s!eadfast throne, 
For evermore the same. 

My love is ofttimes low, 
My joy still ebbs and flows; 

But peace with Him remains the same; 
No change /ehovah knows." 

Can we wonder that the Psalmist had a New 
Song in his mouth, even praise to his God, when 
he meditated u pen this theme and exclaimed, 

"He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon A ROCK, 
and established my goings" (Psalm 40. 2, 3). 
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Blessed is that man," he adds, "that maketh the 
Lord his trust" (Psalm 40. 4). 

And truly blessed we are indeed, all those of us 
who have thus trusted the Saviour; but what I long 
for my reader to have, is the full enjoyment of this 
salvation, for so many are Saved by Faith in the 
Person and Work of Christ, but they are not happy 
in the blessed assurance that He not only saves, but 
He keeps, and that for ever. Can you say with 
me dear reader? 

I'm safe because I'm sheltered 
By f esus' precious blood: 

And I'm sure because He's promised, 
And cannot break His Word. 

Ever remember that your Soul's Salvation does 
NOT rest or depend upon any effort of yours, nor 
even upon your feelings in the matter. It has a 
much more solid foundation than that. It is as 
firm and secure as the Throne of God itself, being 
nothing less than the Cleft Rock of Ages, which 
shall abide for ever. Resting upon SUCH a Rock, 
why should I ever fear, and why should I ever 
doubt? Has He not said, "I will NEVER leave 
thee nor forsake thee," and has He not also said, 
"No one is able to pluck you out of My Hand," and 
if only I will be as a "little child" and take Him at 
His word indeed, then I shall be Happy. For re
member HE HOLDS ME on to the Rock, I don't 
even have to HOLD ON TO HIM. 

Why SHOULD I ever anxious be 
When such a God is mine 

He watches o'er me Night and Day 
And tells me "Mine is thine." 



Yes friend, we have a Wonderful Saviour to be 
sure, and we have a Powerful Saviour too, in fact 
He is ALL-Powerful, for "ALL Power is given unto 
Him", and He says, "Lo I am with you always." 

Then we will TRUST and not be afraid, and 
next time the Tempter comes with his doubts and 
fears we will just fall back upon THE ROCK and 
TR UST. Nothing more - Nothing less. 

When Israel entered Canaan God said, "Every 
place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you" (Jos. I. 3). And they 
made good to themselves, by treading upon them, 
the possessions which God had given them. 

In like manner, we to-day must put our feet down 
upon these wonderful divine truths and BY FAITH 
claim them as our heritage, and say again with Paul, 
"I BELIEVE GOD that it shall be even as it was 
told me" (Acts 27. 25). 

And here I should ]ike to pause for a moment to 
say a few words to any young Christians who may 
have been stumbled and puzzled by the question 
of tribulation in the Christian Ii£ e. There are two 
kinds of preaching I have heard. In the first, the 
happiness of the Christian is insisted on; and if you 
have been at many services for young people, you 
will know exactly what I mean. It is expressed in 
many hymns, such as, "I feel like singing all the 
time." Now, it is true that a long face and a dis
contented spirit do not commend Christianity to our 
neighbours or glorify God, and -that joy, peace, and 
rest are marks of the Spirit's work in our souls. 
Still, it is well to remember that even the Apostles, 
with Divine joy deep in thdr souls, had times of 
being "cast down" (2 Cor. 7. 6),. and many severe 
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trials (2 Cor. I. 5; 1 Peter 1. 6). It will save you 
much disappointment if you remember this. Other
wise, if trouble comes, without or within, you may, 
if you are not well established in your soul, begin 
to wonder whether you are a Christian at all. 

The other kind of preaching depicts the Christian 
life as so full of trials that a timid soul is afraid to 
set out on it. I have been observing the lives of 
those around me for many years, and I believe that, 
apart from persecution for Christ's sake, the sor
rows of life are pretty evenly distributed, but that 
if a similar trial befalls a Christian and a man of 
the world, the Christian has the blessedness of know
ing that for him it is a means of learning :more of 
God. So don't let Satan scare you, dear young 
friend; life is not a picnic, but we are on our way 
to glory, and goodness and mercy shall follow us 
all the days of our lives. 

Having learned something then of Lesson number 
One from this Third Day of Creation we are now 
ready for the next lesson, and this follows in pro
gressive order, for it is not until we have settled 
peace concerning our Eternal Security based upon 
Faith in Christ's Resurrection, that we perceive that 
in that very ground of our security is that which 
gives us POWER OVER SIN. We thus begin to 
learn the first steps of the victorious life. There 
was a time, when the waters covered the entire 
scene, but this is now all changed, and whereas be
fore "the waters stood above the Mountains, at Thy 
rebuke they fled; at the voice of Thy thunder they
h�sted away" (Ps. 104. 6. 7). So in your life and 
mme. 

"In times past ye walked according to the 
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course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience : 

Among whom also we all had our conversation 
in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great 
love wherewith He loved us, 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quick
ened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 

And hath raised us up together, and made us

sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" 
(Eph. 2. 1-6). 

A mighty change has been effected. A great 
up�eaval has taken place, and now instead of SIN 
overwhelming us entirely as the Waters covered the 
whole earth, God has placed it; as He did those 
SEAS, within prescribed limits, so that now we can 
truly say, "Sin shall not have DOMINION over 
you" (Rom. 6. 14). 

Please take very careful note that the Waters were 
not TAKEN AW A Y altogether, neither is SIN 
taken OUT of the Believer at conversion, but a RE
STRAINING POWER - God's Holy Spirit - is 
PUT IN, and He, as we shall see in a moment or 
two, fixes the bounds of SINS domination. But, 
in a coming day, those waters SHALL be taken 
away altogether, for Rev. 21. I says, "there was no 
more sea" and in that same glorious day there will 
be no more SIN either; but until that day does 
dawn, sin still has to be reckoned with, although 
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its power and influence in the life of the Child of 
God is controlled very largely by God's Holy Spirit, 
as God's power in the Elements controls the Tides 
of the Sea. 

Have you ever thought how wonderful it is that 
whilst the countless springs fill the rivulets and val
leys, and they in turn feed the mighty Rivers which 
sometimes DO overflow their banks, yet ultimately 
when these reach the Sea and are, as it were con
sumed, those mighty Seas NEVER overflow. 
Though at times they are whipped into fearful fury 
and gale, they always recede, and the Tide flows 
in and out as be£ ore, bounded by those soft shifting 
sands. I repeat, have you never thought how won
derful all this is? Then listen to the other part of 
the Psalm we just now quoted from, speaking of 
those waters which God took in hand upon the 
Third Day. 

"They go up by the mountains; they go down 
by the valleys unto the place which Thou hast 
founded for them. 

Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass 
over; that they turn not again to cover the earth" 
(Psalm 104. 8, 9). 
And hear the words of Jeremiah 5. 22:

"Hear now this, 0 foolish people, and without 
understanding; which have eyes, and see not; 
which have ears, and hear not : 

Fear ye not, saith the Lord : will ye not tremble 
at My presence, which have placed the sand for 
the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that 
it cannot pass it : and though the waves thereof 
toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though 
they roar, yet can they not pass over it?" 
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What God did with the Waters in the material 
realm that day, and which has stood unchanged all 
these thousands of years since, He still does TO-DAY 
in the Spiritual realm, with SIN, in the case of every 
one who is a Believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 6, 7 and 8 is the New Testament counter
part of this truth, and a careful study of these chap
ters in the light of these unfoldings, will well repay 
the Bible Student. 

Just as those Waters still remained, and just as 
at times they beat in intensified fury, so sin in the 
life of the Believer still remains and sometimes 
breaks out and appears as bad as ever it was before, 
but for all that, remember that we are told that 

'We SHOULD walk in Newness of life" (Rom. 
6. 4), but

It doesn't say we always "SHALL"! 

"We are told that "We SHOULD NOT serve 
sin" (Rom. 6. 6), but 

It doesn't say we never will! 

We are told to "Likewise RECKON ye also your
selves to be dead indeed unto Sin" (Rom. 6. 11), 
but 

It doesn't say we ARE, although God reckons it so 
and desires us to do the same. 

We are also told to "LET NOT SIN therefore 
reign" (Rom. 6. 12), but 

It doesn't say it CANNOT I 
But it DOES SAY that 

"SIN shall NOT have DOMINION over you" 
(Rom. 6. 14). 
Which is all the difference in the world, for be

fore Conversion IT DID have complete domination. 
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And thus, whilst it is POSSIBLE for sin to some
times break out in a believer's life, and appear as 
bad as ever it was before conversion, yet like the 
Storm at Sea it will recede, and by contrition and 
confession, as I John I. 9 teaches, the child of God 
will be FORGIVEN and restored. If it is not so, 
and SIN persists and REIGNS, then there is every 
reason to doubt REAL CONVERSION, for God's 
Word says that Sin shall NOT have DOMINION 
over you. 

"My little children, these things write I unto 
you, that ye SIN not" (1 John 2. 1). 

That is the true and ideal Christian life. ''That 
ye Sin not" and by the power of God's indwelling 
Holy Spirit it is gloriously possible, if we will AL
WAYS let Him have His way with us. BUT, goes 
on the inspired writer, 

"If any man sin, "-so it is possible you see
what then? "we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous" (r John 2 .. 2). 

May we then learn the lesson, and learn it well, 
that for the Child of God Sin's dominatjon and 
thraldom has been broken, and the Holy Spirit of 
God is not only able to control it and hold it within 
bounds, but He is willing and eager to do so on be
half of every one whom He thus indwells,-that is, 
every true Believer. 

Which brings us from Ephesians 2, through 
Romans 6, 7 and 8 to the teachings of Galatians 5. 
16-25. From what we were by Nature, to what God
has made us in His infinite grace, and on to that
which He desires shall be our personal experience
FRUIT-BEARING-which ·was the other part of
His work on the Third Day of His Re-Creation.
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Because God's Holy Spirit now indwells me I 
find a warfare going on, a daily conflict that was 
unknown before, because there was no One present 
to combat the forces of my old nature. But now a 
New Nature has been BORN within from on High, 
and I find that as Gal. 5. 17 says, the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit and the Spirit against the Flesh, 
and that these are contrary the one to the other, so 
much so that I cannot do the things that I would. 

Mark well that it is still POSSIBLE to obey the 
lusts of the Flesh, as the one in Romans 7. 15-21 
experienced. ''The Good that I would I do not, 
but the evil which I would not, that I do." Simply 
because "I" am so prominent. Once "I" have 
learned, honestly and sincerely, that "In me, that 
is my flesh,' dwelleth N·O good thing" (Rom. 7. 18) .. 
"I" shall cease to trust in self even though "I" am 
a Christian and "I" shall exclaim, "O wretched 
man that "I" am ! who shall deliver me?" And 
then as a flood of Light, the truth will dawn upon 
my Soul that within my heart is One who is not 
only ABLE, but willing and waiting, to DELIVER 
from Sin's power. "I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Not "I", but Christ, will hence
forth be my Motto. 

Do you remember the story of Ruth? Naomi 
had so won her heart's affection that Ruth was pre
pared to give up all for her Mother-in-law. Listen 
to her words : 

"Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee : for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge : 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God: 
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Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I 
be buried : the Lord do so to me, and more also, 
if aught but death part thee and me." 
She was willing to let "RUTH" die for Naomi's 

sake, and in like manner Paul exclaimed, "I am

crucified with Christ ("I" am dead, he says), never
theless I live, yet not "I" but CHRIST" (Gal. 2. 20). 

If you and I so RECKON in OUR daily life; 
then the power of the Holy Spirit of God will soon 
be manifested in our lives. For if "I" cease to do 
the things that "I" would do, and allow "HIM" 
to do through me the things that He would do, and 
incidentally what Christ would do, then Christ will 
be SEEN LIVING IN ME. "I" shall never take 
offence for "I" am dead and Christ in me-well, 
when "He was reviled He reviled not again." 

"I" shall never say again, " 'I'M' going to do 
this," because "I" am dead and "I" shall merely 
do what "HE" desires. "I" shall never again 
"STAND UP FOR MY RIGHTS," for "I" am 
dead and Christ in me - well when He suffered 
He threatened not (1 Peter 2. 23). 

You see what a difference in 4ife this makes, 
and mark you, it is the ONLY way to a truly happy 
and victorious CHRISTIAN Life, for it is the 
"CHRIST-LIFE." 

Note how it worked out in Ruth's experience! 
After her profession of allegiance to Naomi we find 
her saying, "Let me now go," NOT "I AM going", 
and when Naomi bade her "SIT STILL my 
daughter" Ruth was happy to obey. In like manner 
we shall be happy in obeying our Lord's commands 
and in seeking His mind and will in all things, if 
we once truly learn these important lessons that this 
c,hapter teaches. 



"This I say then, WALK IN THE SPIRIT and 
ye shall NOT fulfil the lusts of the flesh" (Gal. 5.

16). It all rests upon that "WALKING IN THE 
SPIRIT" as v. 25 confirms, which says, "If we LIVE 
in the Spirit" (and we do, or we are not Believers 
at all "for the life which I now live in the Flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave Himself for me" Gal. 2. 20) "then LET
US also WALK in the Spirit." 

"LET US." That's it. It's optional. We can 
if we will ! The question is, WILL WE? We had 
to cast our WILL for Salvation, and say, "Yes" or 
"No" to Christ the Son of God, and for the Vic
torious life we have to CAST our will again, but 
this time to the Holy Spirit, and with this difference, 
that whereas for Salvation it was a single trans
action-Once done,-done for ever ;-in the case of 
the Holy Spirit and the Victorious Life it is daily, 
even hourly, necessary. At all times, and under all 
circumstances, we have to be crucifying the flesh 
and saying to God's Holy Spirit: 

''Have Thine own way Lord," 
Have Thine own way, 

Thou art the Potter 
I am the Clay. 

This is '"'Abiding in Christ'' such as our Lord 
taught in John 15, and the Devil would ever seeK 
to side-track us from it and get us to heed the voice 
of the flesh: but in so far as we are obedient to the 
voice of the Holy Spirit (and the success of the 
Christian life turns upon OBEDIENCE to Him), 
we shall bring forth the FRUIT of the Spirit. "Love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, self-control, against which there is no 
law, and others will see our FRUIT and know of a 
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truth that we are Christ's disciples indeed. 

"Abiding in Christ" is something entirely clif
f eren t to being "In Christ." To be found "In 
Christ" is the work of God for the soul who puts 
his or her implicit trust in the Saviour, and is akin 
to Eternal Security, but to "Abide in Christ" is en
tirely man's responsibility, and whereas the former 
may be described as Union with Christ, the latter 
is nothing less than Communion. The former is 
a Cable which can never be broken, the latter a 
thread which an evil thought MAY snap. 

Because I am safe and secure in the Rock I shall 
bear fruit for God and seek to be a fruitful Branch 
by Abiding in the Vine. 

Obedience to God's WORD, goes hand in hand 
with Communion. Disobedience destroys the abid
ing, and if persisted in, will result in lack of fruit
bearing with its necessary purgation. 

It is only by abiding in Him, that we can bring 
forth fruit. The Father, as husbandman, looks a&er 
the vine, cultivates and prunes -according to His wis
dom and faithfulness. 

Just as Faith without works is dead, and just as 
life must be evidenced by action, so every real branch 
will be known by fruit bearing. It may not always 
bear much fruit, but it WILL always bear some 
fruit and by their fruits ye shall know them. 

As my reader has followed these progressive 
stages from the first day of Creation along to now, 
I trust you have also perceived how that spiritual 
progress also proceeds by similar stages, and how 
that from the gross darkness of Sin we are first 
brought into the Light and then taught of God 
slowly but surely this divine and profound truth. 
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Having then now reached the second half of the 
third day bearing on fruit-bearing, let us finally note 
that all fruit bears ITS SEED within itself AFTER 
HIS KIND (Gen. 1. 12). 

Two very important statements, 

(a) Its seed is WITHIN ITSELF.
(b) AFTER HIS KIND.

Let us take the latter one first. If I want at1

Apple Tree I must take an Apple, cut it and remove 
the seed. Sow it, and when it comes to fruition I 
shall gather Apples. If a Plum is desired then a 
Plum stone must be sown and P1ums will result. 
Contrariwise I cannot reap a harveit of Plums from 
an Apple Seed, nor a crop of Apples from a Plum 
Stone. "Be not deceived, God, is not mocked, 
WHATSOEVER a man soweth that shall he also 
reap" (Gal. 6. 7). 

Apart from disproving, once and for ever, the 
doctrine of Evolution; for Monkeys can only pro
duce monkeys, and Apes, apes, this has a very im
portant lesson for the Child of God. Do I desire 
that others should get to know my Saviour better, 
that they should love Him more? Then I must first 
see to it tliat I get to know Him better and love 
Him more myself. I must "grow" in Grace and 
in the Knowledge of my Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Further, do I often say that "I wish so and so 
would act more kindly towards me", "I wish they 
would show more Grace and compassion", then the 
Seed is IN ITSELF. "We love HIM, Because He 
first loved us", and if WE show love, grace and 
compassion it will surprise us how quickly the SEED 
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will bear fruit, for remember the other of our two 
headings, 

"Whose seed is IN ITSELF." 

Yes, in you and I there are the seeds of all 
spiritual fruits, 

Lo�e, joy, peace, longsu.ffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. 

They simply want planting in the hearts of others; 
for no seeds germinate until they are planted, do 
they? But when they are planted and when LIFE 
has begun, do you know that there is NO POWER 
on earth that can stop it. It will break through 
HARD SOIL, it will burst Gravestones, as many a 
Cemetery can testify, it will even force up concrete, 
and so will the seeds referred to above. They are 
all powerful, even to the breaking down of strong
holds. Hard hearts are melted, gravestones give 
way and FRUIT abounds, when once the seed has 
brought forth after its _kind. 

Beloved, as I draw this chapter to a close, and 
ponder the vast distance we have travelled since I 
began on page 161, and the mighty truths the Holy 
Spirit has enabled me to bring before you, I do not 
think I can close �n a better or more powerful note 
than 1 Cor. 8. and 13. 

"LOVE NEVER F AILETH." 

"And now abideth Faith, Hope, Love, 
these three, but the GREATEST OF THESE 

IS LOVE." 

"II YE know these things, 
Happy are ye, IF YE DO THEM." 

176 



CHAPTER XVI. 

t,-,f 

THE FOURTH DAY 

Thus we come to a final consideration of the 
Fourth Day in so far as it applies to the Life of the 
Believer, and once again we observe the progression 
-0f revealed truth, for as we remarked in an earlier
-chapter, on every other of the six days God dealt
.directly with the earth in some way; but at the end
of the third day He broke off His work on the earth,
:and, during the whole of the fourth day, was oc
-cupied with heavenly objects. Nevertheless, what
He did with those heavenly objects had. reference
to their ministry to. the earth.

So in the Soul's individual experience; it is now 
ready to SHINE FORTH, so that others may see its 
,Good works, and GLORIFY GOD. 

Further, you will remember that attention was 
also drawn to the fact that, it is not said that God 
created the sun and moon on the fourth day. On 
the contrary, the word rendered "SET" (verse 17) 
implies that they already existed, but were appointed 
to a special office on that day. 

In like manner the Christ of God existed from all 
Etern£ty, and the Moon-The Church of God-ex
isted as a Secret, hid in God, from the beginning 
of the World, and we individual believers were 
"'chosen in Him before the foundation of the 
World (Rev. 17, 8). Thus, all three "Lights" in 
the purposes of God existed, prior to this Day of 
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Grace; but were not "manifested" or ''made 
known" or "SET" as Luminaries until the Fourth 
Age began. 

Creation was the background to illustrate the 
spiritual application; the type of a far greater anti
type, the panorama of God's masterpiece of creation 
-THE BELIEVER.

The Saviour tells us in John 12. 46, "I am come
a light into the world, and WHOSOEVER believeth 
on Me; should not abide in darkness," and again,.

"I am the Light of the World : he that f olloweth 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life." Believing this message of salvation 
brought to us by the Word and Spirit of God we 
have the light of life. Prior to the creation of the· 
sun, moon and stars, God Himself was the Light 
of Creation, but when these were formed and 
fashioned God set them as "lights in the firmament 
of the heaven" (Gen. 1. 15). So when Christ was 
here He said, "As long as I am in the world I am 
the Light of the World," but now He has gone, 
God has set you and me as His lights in a dark 
world and enjoins us to "Let our light so shine.,,. 
Having seen how we become participators of this.

Light let us now see how we are to fulfil His com
mand, ''Let your light so shine." 

There is scarcely anything which brings such 
happiness and joy to the human heart as sunshine, 
and to be out in God's fresh air when the sun is. 
radiating its health-giving rays, is, to say the least, 
most enjoyable. But when we consider it as a type 
of a great spiritual truth, the wonder and marvel of 
the power of this mighty orb are greatly enhanced. 
We look heavenward at that great ball of fire and 
then recall the Saviour's words, "Ye are the light 
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of the world," and we learn something of its mean
ing. But greater than the created sun is the sun's 
Creator, who also said, '' I am the Light of the 
world" Gohn 8. 12). 

Next to a sunshiny day, surely one of the grand
est sights is a moonlight night, when the moon's 
silvery beams cast their peaceful light upon the earth 
and we are again brought to remember that the 
sa1ne God \\'ho made the greater light to rule the 
day, also made the lesser light to rule the night; 
and He it is who says, "Ye are the light of the 
world-let your light so shine." But again, greater 
than the created moon is the moon's Creator-"The 
Light of the World." We cannot pass from a con
sideration of the realm of light ··without comment
ing upon the glory of those dark fresh winter nights 
when no moon is to be seen, yet the heavens glow 
with a light �manating from those myriads of tiny 
pin-pricks in the floor of Heaven, which we know 
as stars. "And He made the stars also." "He tell
eth them all by their name," "for one star differeth 
from another star in glory." The same God who 
set the stars in their appointed place hath set the 
members in the Body of Christ as it hath pleased 
Him, and says to them, "Ye are the light of the 
world-let your light so shine." But greater than 
the stars is the stars' Creator, who said, "I am the 
Light of the W o�ld." 

The word used throughout the New Testament 
£0r "Light" in this connection, is not the ordinary 
word meaning "brightness" merely, but a word 
which means more than that. The original word 
is "Phos" and we get an idea of its fuller meaning 
from Mark 14. 54, where we read concerning Peter 
and our Lord's mock trial that he "warmed himself 
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at the fire." That word translated "Fire" is "Phos ;, , 
the same word as "Light" in our text. 

Thus we learn that there should be warmth as 
well as radiance in the light-shining of the Christian. 
Beloved child of God, "Let your light so shine" 
that others may not only SEE but FEEL your 
Christianity. "Ye are the fire of the world." The 
only true warmth this world can receive is through 
the child of God. 

In Matt. 5. 14- �6 there seems to be no question 
about the actual FACT of the light shining; that 
is assumed. To be a child of God with no light 
is an impossible thing, for neither do men light a 
candle and put it' under a bushel. Rather the thoug�t 
and import of the passage is as to how the light 
which IS there, should shine;. 

A City that is set on a hill CANNOT be hid. 
In like manner a true Christian must sliine. HOW 
lie shines is another matter; it may be a dim light 
or it may be a bright light, but seeing it IS a light 
it must shine. It is impossible to be a Christian 
without a light, as it is to have a City on a hill and 
not see it. Both are self-evident in themselves. In 
the preceding verse the Lord Jesus made a very sad 
reference to a matter very much in keeping with 
the thought of a Christian without a light. He said 
to those of whom He was addressing, "Ye are the 
salt of the earth, but if the salt have lost his savour 
wherewith shall it be salted?" It would be salt 
in name only, and do you know, my reader, that 
a Christian without a light shining, is .a Christian 
in name only. Is that· possible, you ask? Indeed 
it· is, and there ar� many such in Christendom1 to
day who I are· fa'lse· prbfessbrs like the foolish virgins 
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and the unprofitable servant, who, as the salt which 
has lost its savour, "are good for nothing but to be 
cast out and to be trodden under foot of men.'' The 
lake of fire will be· the portion of the false professor 
equally with the Christ rejector. What a solemn 
thought! 

If I am a true child of God through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, then I have a light which it is 
impossible to hide, a light which must shine-either 
dimly or _brightly, and therefore the question for
me now 1s: 

HOW does my light shine? 

We notice first that it is "on a Candlestick ( or 
lampstand as the margin better reads) and giveth 
light to all that are in the house.'' 

The thought of a Lamp upon a �ampstand, as 
th:e· margin. of Newberry or the text of J .N .D. 's New 
Translation gives, is. the correct one arrd better than 
the idea of a Candle upon a Candlestick. As a 
Lamp there is the necessity for the constant flow of 
-0il. This the believer has in the Holy Spirit in
•dwelling him. We have no sufficiency of ourselves 
to keep the Lamp shining brightly, but the Holy 
.Spirit is all sufficient. 

There are two pla<1:es mentioned for our light to 
shine:-

(a) In the House.
(b) Before Men.

Do we not see in the latter, our testimony to the 
•outside world, whilst in the former our behaviour
in "The: House of God, which is the Church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth',
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(1 Tim. 3. 15), is in mind. Coming to v. 16 we find 
some of the most important, as well as the most 
interesting teaching. "Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works." We are 
not told here to do good works, in fact the Christian 
who attempts such, often ends in disaster. What we 
are exhorted to do is to LET (or allow) the light 
which is in us, to SO shine. Note it is nothing of 
ourselves here, but rather Christ who dwells in our 
heart by faith being allowed His way with us and 
being seen in our acts and deeds. It is another way 
of putting Phil. 2. 12, "Work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling FOR IT IS GOD WHICH 
WORK.ETH IN YOU." Expressed by the same 
writer in yet another language in Gal. 2. 20, "I live, 
yet NOT I, but Christ liveth in me." Let your light 
so shine, my dear reader, not forced by human aid,.

but energised by Divine Power, and the blessed re
sult will be that men all around will see your good 
works. Good works are the necessary outcome of 
a life lived in fellowship with God, and not the re
sult of human effort to alleviate man's need. How 
often we lamentably fail when we attempt to do 
some specific "Good Work." How much better it 
is for us to be more occupied with allowing Christ 
to have His way with us, allowing the light which 
is in to shine out, than mere good works. The out
flow of the Christ-life is the best living example of 
good works possible. He who was the Good 
Samaritan knows who is our neighbour and will 
lead, guide and control us in such a way as to make 
even the smallest thing we do for Him, to redound 
to His glory for the blessing of our fellow men. 

The Christian who does the best "good works,, 
is the least conscious of it. 
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At this juncture we must refer back again to 2

Cor. 4. 6, 7, where we before read concerning God 
"shining into our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ,'' and I wonder if we have ever noticed that 
the very next verse is that one which says, "But we 
have this treasure IN EARTHEN VESSELS, 
THAT the excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of us.'' 

How this confirms in a beautiful manner, peculiar 
to the Scriptures, all that we have been saying. All 
the praise and glory is for God who, in His infinite 
know ledge and grace has placed His own light in 
these frail human bodies of ours-these "earthen ves
sels." Then the apostle, in the subsequent verses, 
goes on to tell us how God takes the earthen vessels 
and deals with them in order that the light may 
shine out to · the fullest degree. 

"Troubled on every side-yet not distressed. 

Perplexed - but not in despair. 

Persecuted - but not forsaken. 

Cast down - but not destroyed. 

That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our body. 

That the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our mortal flesh." 

And as we read these words can we not say, 
"Broken but not castaway." 

We almost, of necessity, must link this with the 
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Old Testament record of Gideon and his three hun
dred men, each of whom carried an empty pitcher 
with a lamp within. Victory was theirs when they 
·followed Gideon, and his example, and broke their
pitchers so that their light could shine. We have
this treasure in earthen vessels and by means of
trouble, perplexity, persecution, and casting down,
God seeks to break the vessel, in order that the
Light may shine forth, but blessed be His name,
-though broken we shall never be destroyed. Broken
material is most useful to our God and Father. If
then, dear reader, any of these trials, common to
man, have been your portion, may you, like the
.apostle, be able to say, "Yet not distressed," "not
in despair," "neither forsaken nor destroyed," but
:broken, that the light may shine the brighter.

You will of course recall the Parable of Luke 15, 
·"Either what woman having ten pieces of silver,
if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle (New
berry-Lamp) and sweep the house, and seek! dili
gently till she find it?" The woman here, typical
-0£ the Holy Spirit, shows us how that we are saved
_to be used by the Holy Spirit to seek and find other
lost souls. Prov. I I. .�o tells us that "he that win
neth souls is wise" whilst Daniel 12. 3 says that
"they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament; and they that turn many to right
�ousness as the stars for ever and ever.''

Paul's-exhortat�on is "Do all things without mur
murings and disputings : That ye- may be blameless 
.and harmless, the sons of God. without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among 
whom ye shine as lights in the world" (Phil. 2. 14-
:15). 



One important result from this study is found in 
2 Cor. 6. 14 : "Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath right
eousness with unrighteousness, and what commun
ion hath light with darkness?" 

If I am of the light there can be no association 
with darkness, either by marriage, business ties, 
worldly clubs, unions or associations, or in any other 
way. Just as light and darkntss never unite, so the 
Children of God and the children of the Wicked 
One can never really be yoked together. God en
able any one of us who may be thus ensnared to 
obey His divine injunction 'to "Come out from 
among them and• be ye separate'' for "Ye are the 
light of the World." Therefore let your light so 
shine. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

THE FIFTH DAY 

Brevity must now characterise our closing chap
ters as space does not permit of many more pages 
to our volume. 

As we noted in Chapter VIII the Fifth Day is 
specially characterised by its manifestation of "Life'' 
and that "abundantly", which immediately causes 
our thoughts to revert to those wonderful words of 
the Saviour : 

"I am come that they might have "LIFE" and 
that they might have it "more abundantly." 

You may be surprised that this line of teaching 
should not come until the Fifth Day, but how true 
it is that very few Christians have yet reached in 
their spiritual experience a right understanding of 
that wonderful theme-Eternal Life. It is NOT 
an Elementary truth of Christianity, but one of the 
most profound. 

The first Adam, made of dust, received his life 
from God, but the last Adam was God, and as such 
coufd not receive anything. He ever was what He 
is, and is what He will ever be. He was "life," "for 
as the Father hath life in Himself so hath He given 
to the Son to have life in Himself." Thus John 
presents Him in the opening verses of his first 
epistle. 
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"That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled of the Word of Life; (for the life was mani
fested, and we have seen it, and bear witness and 
shew unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us)." The 
first Adam possessed a life in breathed by God, the 
last Adam manifested life, which He was in His 
own inherent right. 

He who was life became Man in order that He, 
upon whom death had no claim, might die for 
those who had forfeited life in Adam, that now 
through faith in His Name those ''dead'' ones might 
possess that life which is life indeed. This is the 
theme of the Gospel-God's good news. 

He who said to Thomas, "I am ... the life" (John 
14. 6) also said to Martha, "I am the Resurrection
and the Zif e; he that believeth in Me, though he were
dead yet shall he live" (John 11. 25).

In the preceding chapter, in words simple in their 
language, yet profound in their depth, He had un
folded how this would be accomplished. "I lay 
down My life that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again" (John 10. 17, 18). You ask for proof 
of the Deity of Christ? What greater proof than 
these words? Who among us can lay life down? 
The suicide may tak.e his life, but never man yet 
laid life down, let alone took it again, but here was 
One "made in the likeness of men," yet able both 
to lay life down and take it again. Able, after He 
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had cried with a loud voice on the cross, to say, 
"Father, into Thy hand I commend My spirit," be
cause He was life, and because death had no claim 
upon Him. Even the soldier marvelled that He 
w.ere dead already, yet wonder of wonders He did 
die. 

He also saio, "Verily, verily I say unto you he 
that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that 
sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed out of death un-

1 ... l- ,,to t1e. 

Truly then the last Adam-God's Second Man
is a life giving spirit. A helpful chapter on this 
theme is the 6th of John. 

Thus, as the A'.postle Paul unfolds, "As in Adam 
all die, even so IN CHRIST shall all be made alive" 
(1 Cor. 15. 22). 

"As is tiie earthy, such are they also that are 
earthy, and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that are heavenly." All the sons of the first Adam 
are as he was-made of dust, and at death they re
turn to. dust, but the Heavenly One is life in Him
self-not. made of dust, but from Heaven, and of 
those "In Him" it is true that "As He is so are we." 
We are made partakers of His life. A truly won
,derfu1 fact and glcr,rious theme. There is implanted 
in us a life which is life indeed, not a mere existence 
-all will exist-not merely an ETERNAL exis
tence, for all will ETERNALLY EXIST, but eternal
life in all its fulness and wonderment. A life cap
.able· of enjoying. God and being at home, and happy
·in His presence. What a contrast this is to Adam's
condition after he had sinned. "I was afraid and
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I hid myself." Just as the Lord from Heaven ever 
dwelt in the Bosom of the Father, so those who 
are of the Heavenly One are to dwell with Him 
throughout Eternity. But note specially that the 
present tense is used, and this tells us that this won
derful fact is true of us now. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE SIXTH DAY 

God still proceeds with His divine work upon 
this day as on all the other days by ''Commanding 
and it stood fast" until He comes to His crowning 
act of Creation-Man; and this He distinguishes in 
a marked way. 

Instead of reading, "And God said, Let the Earth 
bring forth etc.," we have these ur�ique words, "Let 
us 'make' man in our Image and after our likeness." 

Thus we see that God's original purpose for man 
was, that he should be· made in His image, and after 
His likeness. When man fell this purpose was in 
some measure at least lost, and from the fall right 
on to the present, man has been seeking to make 
God like himself, and other orders of creation. Rom. 
I. 23 say·�, "Professing themselves to be wise, they
6eca1Jle f9ols, and changed· the glory of the uncor
ruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
mad, and to l5irds, and fourfooted beasts, and creep ..
ing things."

The interruption by Satan, and his apparent vic
tory, are only suffered by God meantime. God's 
original purp6se for man is yet to be fulfilled "for 
whom H:i did foreknow, He also did predestinate 
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to be con£ or med to the image of His Son, that �e 
might be the first-born among many brethren" 
(Rom. 8. 29 ). And thus it is that we are yet to bear 
the image of the Heavenly. 

Whilst it is now true that every believer is "in 
Christ", and in present possession of eternal life, 
yet how often are we conscious how unlike Christ 
we are, but says Paul, '' As we have borne the image 
of the earthy we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly." 

That we have borne, and do bear, the image of 
the first man there can be no doubt; alas, it has 
left its impression very indelibly upon some of us, 
but, beloved child of God, what a future is before 
us! "We SHALL also bear the image of the 
Heavenly." Not a doubt nor a fear, we SHALL
a divine certainty. How do we know this-by faith. 
God says it-we believe it. 

Another interesting comparison is found in the 
words "So God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God created He ·him; male and 
female created He them" (Gen. 1. 27). 

God saw Eve in Adam, before she was taken 
from his side and fashioned, and could speak of 
her as actually being. So in Christ God not only 
saw us before we were formed but had "chosen us 
in Him be£ ore the foundation of the world." Fore
.known in Christ, as well as predestinated to be like 
Him. "This is a great Mystery, but I speak con
cerning Christ and the Church" (Eph. 5. 32). 

But before we can be like Christ in the sense of 
v. 29 there is a difficulty to be removed. Just as the
bird is not suited to the waters, nor the fish to the
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heavens, so the Apostle would remind us, that in 
our present bodies we are unsuited to our new home. 
As to those "In Christ" who have passed away, they 
were sown in corruption (v. 42), and corruption can
not inherit incorruption. As to the living who are 
"In Christ" they still possess flesh and blood which 
likewise cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. There
fore for both there 1nust be of necessity a change, 
and whilst it is true that all believers will not die 
(fall asleep) it is equally true that ALL (those who 
have, as well as those who have not) will be changed. 

Thus we see that just in its right place this Sixth 
Day teaches us of that glorious truth of the Lord's 
Coming FOR His People. 

The dead who were sown in 
Corruption shall be raised in incorruption; 
Dishonour, shall be raised in glory; 
Weakness, shall be raised in power; 
A natural body, shall be raised a spiritual body; 

and the living-CHANGED. 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, this 
mortal shall put on immortality. 

When will this take place you ask? At the com
ing of the Lord for His saints. "Who shall change 
our vile body (body of humiliation) that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body" (Phil. 3. 21). 

John the Apostle, writing in his epistle upon the 
very theme, says: "Beloved NOW are we the child
ren of Goo {present truth) and it doth not appear 
what we SHALL be (future) but we KNOW that 
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for 
we shall see Him as He is.'' 
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"As like Him then 
As we unlike have been." 

He delights and wills that those whom the Father 
has given Him shall be with Him where He is 
(John 17). And in order that we may thus be com
panions of the Son of God's love, it is essential that 
#iere he conformity to Himself, and a fitness for 

· His abode. This He Himself provides and supplies
freely by His grace and, wonder of wonders, it is
�ot the P,Ortion of a favoured few, nor the reward
-of faithfulnesss, but a love gift to every believer.

How will1 this mke place? By a gradual process? 
Nay ! "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." 
We shall be like Him for. we shall see Him as He 
. 

1S. 

This may well be termed the TRANSFORMING 
POWER of Christ. In my sins, helpless, undone, 
.and lost-DEAD-I looked and lived. In this body 
·of humiliation I shall look on Him yet again, and
be changed like unto Himself. See yon crawling
,ca�erpillar, a loathsome insect of earth. It apparently
<lies; a chrysallis forms, and then when the sun
:Shines upon it with its transforming rays the bands
-0£, death are broken, and there emerges the lovely
butterfly. with wings to enjoy a higher sphere. So,
with the dragonfly. It is transformod by a powe�
out6ick itself, and lifted to,a higher realm. Can we
not learn from these parables of Nature something
of the yet more wonderful change awaiting the
the people of G,od, the redeemed of the Lord?

(MADE AND PRIN'FED IN ENGLAND) 
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