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Foreword 

T
HE Book of the Prophet Isaiah has been

a treasure-house of joys to the Biblical 
scholar, but many parts of it are not very 
intelligible to the general reader, because he 
does not know their historical setting, and cannot 
always understand the language employed. 
The method here followed is to set forth in 
perhaps a somewhat picturesque fashion what 
a godly contemporary of Isaiah would probably 
have seen, heard and thought. There is no 
likelihood that we shall understand the pro
phecy unless we have some idea what it meant 
to those who heard it. Needless to say, it 
meant much that they could never guess; with 
that part of the interpretation the ordinary 
Christian reader is more familiar, and· we say 
little about it. But we do seek, first, to put the 
various prophecies into their historical setting, 
and secondly, to clarify the language. 

We are well aware that great problems 
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Foreword 

of date and authorship, and of chronology, are 
involved in a full treatment of the Book of 
Isaiah. We have included a brief note on the 
subject; suffice it to say here that the inter
pretation adopted is a very conservative one, 
though making as full use as possible of modern 
research in Assyriology and Egyptology. There 
is a large class of readers who do not want to be 
vexed with critical problems, but they do want 
to understand the Book. 

Quotations are partly from the Revised 
Version, and partly a more literal translation 
from the Hebrew. 

In anticipation of two criticisms-it may be 
thought that our style is too imaginative. In 
answer; we follow the best and sanest authorities 
for our interpretation of the dates of the pro
phecies, and there is scarcely a sentence here 
which cannot be supported either by Scripture, 
or the Assyrian monuments. Or if it be 
objected that we too readily assume that the 
prophecies are not arranged in strict chrono
logical order, we reply that a study of Jeremiah, 
or the Synoptic gospels, or even Ezekiel (which 
is more chronologically arranged than most) 
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Foreword 

will show that the order of the chapters does 
not always prove the order of events. 

I desire to express my indebtedness to Breasted 
(Egyptology), Cheyne, Driver, MacAlister (A 
Century of Excavation in Palestine), Plumptre 
(in Ellicott' s Commentary), Ragozin (Assyria, 
in the Story of the Nations Series), Rawlinson, 
Skinner (in the Cambridge Bible for Schools), 
Sir G. A. Smith, G. L. Robinson (in Inter
national Standard Bible Encyclopcedia), E. J. 

Kissane (The Book of Isaiah, two vol., 1941), 
W. E. Vine (Isaiah, 1946). 
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CHAPTER 1 

Jerusalem Fallen Upon Evil Times 

L
ET us pay a visit to old Jerusalem, in the

manner of men who return to their 
own country after long absence, eager to 
observe what changes the years may have 
effected. 

The period is early in the reign of King Ahaz. 
But before we turn our attention to the 
kingdoms of Israel, we must tell what we know 
of the current politics of the lands from which
we have come, or to which we may go. 

The main factors in the situation are the two 
mighty empires of Egypt in the south, and 
Assyria far away to the north-east. Egypt is 
familiar. It has had its ups and downs; dynasty 
has succeeded dynasty, some strong, some 
weak, but a great power it remains, thanks to 
the overflowing Nile, which has made Egypt 
for all time a granary of the world. Fortun
ately for Israel, its southern neighbour has in 
the main been fairly peaceful and non-aggressive. 

Assyria is a different and newer factor. True, 
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah

it is far away, but of late it has been showing 
signs of a very dangerous, enterprising spirit. 
The King Tiglath-Pileser* has been an insatiable 
conqueror, like those carnivores that kill, not 
to eat, but for the joy of killing. He has 
captured Arpadt after a three years' siege, and 
annexed north Syria. He has already taken 
tribute from the kings of Damascus, Hamath, 
Tyre, Menahem of Samaria, Judah, Edom and 
Moab, and recorded the facts in the stone 
chronicles of his reign. Thus all the buffer 
states between Assyria and Judah are showing 
signs of weakness. Unfortunately, if Egypt 
and Assyria come to blows, the natural road by 
which they must get at one another will lie 
through the territory of Judah, along the plains 
on the Mediterranean seaboard. t 

However, at the present time, there is no 
active trouble threatening from either Egypt 
or Assyria; the pressing dangers are nearer home. 
The present king of Samaria is the enterprising 
Pekah, the son of Remaliah, who has murdered 
Menahem's son and succeeded him, and is now 
planning to invade Judah in. company with 
Rezin, the king of Syria. It looks as if they 
will be much too strong for Ahaz and Judah. 

• Abbreviated to Pul in 2 Kings 15. 19.
t Near the modem Aleppo.
i Israel and Judah together were only about as big as Wales.
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Jerusalem Fallen upon Evil Times

Let us travel through the country towards 
Jerusalem, and keep our eyes open for changes. 
It see�s fairly prosperous. We pass numerous 
large estates, evidently belonging to well-to-do 
owners with good houses; the fields are well 
cultivated, and the hillsides are covered with 
vineyards and cucumber gardens, each with its 
lonely-looking little stone shack for the watch
man (Isa. I. 8). But a glance at the peasantry, 
herded together in miserable villages, reveals 
another side of the story. Their mouths are 
full of bitter talk against these rich folk who 
have filched away their common-lands and small 
holdings from them, either by fraud, debt or 
violence, to add to their estates (Isa. 5. 8). It 
is useless to seek redress. The judges are all in 
the pocket of the rich landowners; your cause 
is laughed out of court if you cannot bribe those 
who rule there (Isa. I. 23, 33. 15; Mic. 2. 2, 
3. II). The land-laws are all against the poor
man, and the scribes who keep the court registers
are all in league to cheat him (Isa. Io. I, 2).

The landscape is beautiful and variegated. 
In the wilder parts there are high bare hills, 
often capped by some small edifice which we 
cannot at this distance identify; some of the 
valleys are narrow, deep and stony; others are 
well-wooded with thickets of oak. But a 
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

nearer acquaintance with these places proves to 
be revolting. The edifices on the hill-tops are 
idol shrines or altars, each with its wooden 
or stone image; sometimes there is a tree hung 
with votive offerings, and a circle of boulders 
encloses the sacred area. The narrow paths 
entering the thickets lead us to more shrines 
and more images, little brick altars for burning 
incense, stones for pouring out libations upon, 
and tables for feasting. True, in many cases 
the people assure us that all this sacrifice is 
intended to honour Jehovah, but many of them 
only recognize some obscure local deity, or 
some Phoenician idol.* It does not make much 
practical difference. The meat laid on those 
heathen tables is often swine's flesh; or the little 
jumping-mouse, or other abominable things. 
And in the dark depths of that stony valley, 
under the clefts of the. rock, are the mounds of 
newly-turned up earth where they have buried 
what was left of their own slaughtered infants, 
slain to propitiate Moloch in some day of 
adversity (Isa. 57. 5-7, 66. 17; 2 Kings 16. 3-4). 
One godly old villager, with passion and solem
nity, tells us of a great prophet at Jerusalem, 
Isaiah by name, who has pronounced the doom 

* The recently found papyri of the Jewish colony at Elephantine,
dating from the 5th century B.c., show evidences of an extra
ordinary mixture of Jehovah-worship and idolatry. 
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Jerusalem Fallen upon Evil Times 

of the Lord for these things: "Of a truth many 
houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, 
without inhabitant; yea, ten acres of vineyard 
shall yield one bath (instead of the normal 500), 
and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah 
(i.e. 3 2 pecks of seed shall yield only three 
of corn) (Isa. 5. 9, 10 ). 

Let us go on to Jerusalem. That, at least, is 
under the shadow of the temple, which Solomon 
built for Jehovah; there, the priests and the 
prophets of the Lord are congregated. But 
we soon find that town and countryside are all 
alike. · As they are remote from the woods and 
hills, they worship their Nature-gods in their 
town gardens; under a tree in the middle the 
same altars are set up for the same ritual (Isa. 
I. 29, 66. 17). Even the cemeteries are pressed
into service, and the valley of the son of Hinnom
is the best-known place of all for the infant
sacrifices. The king, himself, has used it for
that purpose. The same loud and only too
well-founded complaints are heard of injustice,
bribery, violence, and lying. No man dare
trust his neighbour. Even murder, and op
pression that squeezes life out of the poor, is
common and has no remedy. Stories of
murders are the favourite topic of convers·ation.
The rich grind the faces of the poor, flay the

15 



In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

skin off them by their extortions, and figura
tively speaking, break their bones, chop them in 
pieces, and put them in the pot (Isa. I. 15, 
3. 15, 33. 15; Mic. 3. 3).

Here, down the street, side by side, come two
men whom we can at once recognize by the 
white robe of the one and the hairy garment 
of the other as priest and prophet respectively. 
But they are walking very unsteadily, and as 
they pass us it is quite evident that they are both 
much the worse for liquor. We glance at the 
apartment from which they came out, and are 
disgusted to see that the tables and floor are full
of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place 
clean. If the priest and the prophet behave 
thus, what can we expect of the people? (Isa. 
28. 7-8; Heb. shaghu=reel from intoxication;
ta'u-go astray).

These are the men; are the women any betterl 
Here come two daughters of Zion; let us take 
them as specimens. Wealthy, careless, flippant, 
very much overdressed, and thinking mostly 
about their clothes and the impression they are 
making, here they come mincing down the 
street, throwing languishing glances in the 
direction of all the well-to-do young men they 
meet. There is no overlooking them; the little 
bells on their ankles, tinkling as they walk, 
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Jerusalem Fallen upon Evil Times 

appeal to our ears and draw all eyes. They are 
covered with ornaments of gold and silver; 
rings, chains, pendants, crescents, mirrors, ear
rings, nose jewels, amulets, perfume boxes and 
bracelets and all. What a display on one 
daughter of Eve! Her shawl, headdress, and 
gown of fine white linen, her hood and her veil, 
would furnish the wherewithal to keep a poor 
family in these back streets for a year (Isa. 32. 9,

3. 16-24).
The poor man in his cottage is not always

very fair in his judgments of the rich man in his 
castle, especially if he has a grievance; perhaps 
it will be well if we call at one of these good 
houses and see for ourselves. But the great man 
and his lady do not improve on acquaintance. 
The house is furnished with wanton display 
and luxury; my lord and lady are reclining on 
silken cushions spread on priceless ivory couches, 
listening to the music of the viol and other 
instruments, chanting and singing, but they 
have undeniably taken too freely of the wine 
in their costly goblets and bowls, and although 
they are crowned with chaplets of flowers, and 
their bodies are fragrant with ointments, and 
the most delicate meat, veal and lamb is on the 
tables before them, the sight is not an edifying 
one. They care nothing for the fate of the. 
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

nation, spiritually or even politically (Amos 
3. 12, 6. 4-6; Isa. 28. 1).

We will try the shops in the bazaar. It is
possible for a nation to be morally rotten, and 
yet show a certain respect for ordinary com
mercial integrity. The keeper of the stall 
certainly looks pretty successful, is quite a pros
perous man in fact. But when we ask him to 
weigh us up some goods, and have a close eye 
to his proceedings, we become suspicious. 
He will not let you look carefully at his balances, 
nor does he respond to the invitation to show 
that they are true. His ephah-measures, unless 
we are deceived, do not all look the same size. 
He will be very angry if we invite him to let us 
test his weights, in that mysterious bag of his, 
in his own balances. And the wheat he wants to 
sell is wretchedly poor in quality. We recollect 
hearing somewhere a fragment of a sermon 
recently preached by a prophet: "Can I be pure 
with the wicked balances, and with the bag of 
deceitful weights?" (Mic. 6. 10-12; Amos 8. 4-8). 

Let us see how it fares with the Temple of 
Jehovah. There, at least, we may expect to 
find piety and righteousness. We approach it 
from the south, going up the hill from the 
City of David, as that part of Jerusalem is called, 
past the great public buildings erected by 

18 



Jerusalent Fallen upon Evil Times 

Solomon, and including his royal palace. We 
enter the Great Court. Beyond its western 
wall lies the Inner Court. Entering this, vve 
are face to face with the magnificent front of the 
Temple itself, with the two brazen pillars, about 
forty feet high, standing before it; the building 
itself of white stone, looking in the sunlight like 
a mountain of snow; originally the roof had 
been covered with gold plates. The front 
faces east. Before it, in the court, stand the 
great_ altar and the molten sea. But, to the 
indignation of the older, pious, conservative 
Israelites, the king and the high priest, Uriah, 
have recently pushed away Solomon's altar to 
the north side of the court, where it stands 
neglected, and a new altar, copied from a heathen 
model at Damascus, has taken its place, and is 
used for the regular sacrifices. Also, for some 
reason or another, Solomon's great laver for the 
priests to wash in has been taken down from the 
backs of its twelve brazen oxen, and laid on the 
ground. 

But in spite of its architectural glory, the 
whole building and annexes look undeniably 
shabby and ill-cared-for. True, there are plenty 
of worshippers, at least on a feast day. The 
processions are quite imposing, and the animal 
sacrifices without stint. "Is not the Lord 
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

ainong us? No evil can come upon us," is the 
pious refrain they sing in the chorus (Mic. 3 . I I). 
But the very n1en who are so forward at the 
temple are morally no better than the rest, 
and just as ready to go to sacrifice at some idol 
shrine. In fact-the crowning horror-there 
beneath the very shadow of the house of the 
Lord are certain groups of dwellings where all 
the nameless vices of the East are practised in the 
name of religion; there hide like vermin the 
loathsome q'dheshlm (2 Kings 23. 7. It is 
possible that these only date from the reign of 
Manasseh). 

In one of the temple courts there is a group 
of people listening to a prophet, a villainous
looking fell ow, in his rough sheep-skin cloak. 
He is in a fine frenzy, but it looks suspiciously 
like the frenzy of strong drink. His talk is 
pious and orthodox enough. He is full of the 
glories and peace of Jerusalem, the wonders of 
her temple, and the care the Lord has for His 
chosen nation. Let Pekah and Rezin beware 
how they touch the Lord's anointed. Psalms 
roll off his tongue like nursery-rhymes. Pre
sently, in response to a request, he turns to 
private soothsaying for one of his patrons, and 
gets a good fee for it. It is just as well to keep 
on the right side of him, or you may be the 
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Jerusalem Fallen upon Evil Times 

subject of his next anathema (Mic. 2. 11 ; 3. 
5, 11). 

Down this side street there is a narrow entry 
leading into a darkened room, from which
strange mutterings and birdlike noises are 
issuing. We do not care to go in, but on 
enquiry we learn that the man who lives there 
is a spiritist, and claims to be able to call up and 
consult the dead-for payment, of course. 
There may be something in it, or it may all be 
lies. ''You can't trust anybody these days," 
says our informant, "not even your own wife 
and family; in fact, they are likely to be your 
worst enemies; and honesty simply isn't to be 
found" (Isa. 8. 19; Mic. 7. 2, 5, 6). 

So far, our discoveries have been of a very
gloomy and disquieting kind. Priest and people 
holding fast to the outer form of religion, 
grafting their own notions of what is befitting 
in worship on to the old scaffolding and phrase
ology, but leaving the essenc� of the law of God 
entirely outside, both spiritually and morally, 
and one may sacrifice to Jehovah or to Baalim 
on the same day and almost with the same 
ceremonial. In all ages, how popular is the 
outward and respectable form of religion, and 
how unpopular the inward and searching 
reality! We ask, anxiously: "Is there no one 
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

left of the old-time faith? Is there no prophet 
truly of the Lord? or no prince like David?" 
And we are told: "Yes, there are a few. There 
is the prophet Isaiah. And there is a country
man, not so much before the public, but a great 
preacher. His name is Micah the Morasthite. 
They do say, too, that the king's son, Hezekiah, 
has been under Isaiah's influence, and holds the 
same views-but he is a mere child." 

Let us await a day when the prophet Isaiah 
may take his stand, perhaps in the temple 
courts, or perhaps in the open spaces near the 
city gates, and let us hear one of his public 
sermons-sermons which for the most part are 
given first verbally, and then written down and 
published to a limited circle. We shall not 
attempt to describe him, except to say that he 
wears the garb of the prophetic order, and is 
somewhere about 2 5 or 3 o years old, as far as 
we can tell; that he is married and has at least 
one son, who bears the strange name of Shear
Jashub-"The Remnant shall return," and that 
he lives in the Tyropoean valley, between two 
of the hills on which Jerusalem is built, and 
which, apparently, he refers to as the Valley of 
Vision. The v�ey is spanned by the great 
bridge, 100 feet high, built by Solomon.* 

• Part of one arch still remains, known as Robinson's arch,



Jerusale,n Fallen upon Evil Ti1nes 

Let us take our stand near, and hear the sermon 
for the occasion. What is the main burden of 
his message these days ?

"Let me sing, I pray, to my Beloved a song 
of my Beloved concerning his vineyard. (Or, 
perhaps, The song of His love for His vineyard). 
There was belonging to my Beloved a vineyard 
on a horn the son of fatness (i.e. a very fruitful 
hillside). And he dug it and cleared out the 
stones, and he planted it with a choice vine, 
and he built a tower in the midst of it, and also 
a winepress he dug out in it; and he hoped it 
was going to produce good grapes, and it 
produced worthless ones. . . . And now let 
me tell you, I pray, what I am doing to my 
vineyard; (I am going) to remove its hedge, 
and it shall be burnt up, and (I am going) to 
break down its wall, and it shall be a down
trodden thing .... For the vineyard of Jehovah 
of Sabaoth is the house of Israel, and the men of 
Judah a plant of His delights, and He hoped for 
�sh pat (judgment) and behold mispach ( op
pression), and for tse 'dhaqah (righteousness) and 
behold tse 'aqah (a cry)" (Isa. 5). The nation 
is the Lord's, but it has grievously departed 
from Him and provoked to anger the Holy 
One of Israel ( this is the prophet's favourite 
p.ame for his Lord) ; they will be judged for
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In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

their sins, the flame shall consume the stubble 
and their blossom go up as dust. "For all this 
His anger is not turned away, but His hand is 
stretched out still." A far nation will come with 
speed swiftly, none shall be weary or stumble 
among them, they shall not untie their shoes to 
rest at night; they shall roar, and lay hold of the 
prey, and none shall deliver it. The over
dressed daughter of Zion in that day shall have 
instead of her perfumes a stink, and for a girdle 
a rope, for well-set hair baldness, clothing not 
of fine linen but of sackcloth, and branding 
instead of beauty. How long? "Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the 
land be utterly desolate." But as the stock of 
a felled tree at length begins to sprout again, so 
shall the stricken nation, and-Shear-Jashub
the Re�ant shall return. (Isa. 1-6. Such is 
the general tenor of the message of these chapters, 
which appear to relate to this period, except the 
incident of Chapter 6, which took place earlier. 
As is well shown by the book of Jeremiah, the 
prophecies are not arranged in strict historical 
order). 

What a gloomy message! No wonder it is 
intensely unpopular, and it takes a bold man to 
utter it, a man, too, who is very sure of his 
ground, feeling deeply the wrong and woe of 
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Jerusal-em Fallen upon Evil T'imes 

the scenes we have seen, sure of his God, His 
holiness, and the ref ore the inevitable fact of 
judgment to come, unless the people will wash, 
make themselves clean, put away the evil of 
their doings from before His eyes. Of this, 
alas, there is little sign. The king, Ahaz, is 
half a heathen. Uriah the chief priest cares 
for nothing but taking place of precedence at 
all the ceremonials, and it is exceedingly un
likely that he will effect any reforms unless he 
is sure the king wants them. 

So much for our first impressions. Now we 
we must keep watch and wait

1 
and record the 

principal events in Jerusalem as they occur. 
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CHAPTER II 

The Syro-Ephraimitic War

I
N or about the year 73 5, the terrible news was

brought to Jerusalem that Pekah and Rezin, 
the kings of Israel and Syria, had formed a 
definite alliance, and were in the act of invading 
Judah. The king and his officers of state were 
frightened to distraction; their hearts were 
moved like the trees of a wood in a gale (Isa. 
7. 1-2). The armies sent out to repel the
invader were very roughly handled; Rezin
carried many of them captive to Damascus,
and Pekah slew 120,000 of the best troops in a
day. It looked like the beginning of the end.
Isaiah's prophecies seemed about to be fi1lfilled.
But he had spoken of a conqueror coming
from afar, and these are near neighbours. It is
said that he is going out to meet the king
to-day with his young son by his side; let us go
and hear if there is any word from the Lord,
and whether this is indeed the end. Ahaz has
gone to inspect the water-supply of the town
at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool. (At this
period the water supply of Jerusalem was a
<;onstant source of anxiety to the inhabitants
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The Syro-Ephrairnitic War 

when a siege was threatening, the water running 
out from the city being more useful to the 
besiegers than to the defenders (2 Chron. 32. 4) ). 
The place is just beyond the wall of the city. 
Probably the king, like Ahab of old, is none too 
well pleased to see the prophet, who has so 
often spoken of woes and destruction, coming 
to meet him. But this ·time there is good 
tidings. "Fear not, neither be faint-hearted, 
for the stumps of these smoking firebrands, 
for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of 
the son of Ren1aliah. They have taken evil 
counsel against thee, but it shall not stand, 
neither shall it come to pass. Yet six, nay five 
years _more, and (Syria) shall be shattered, 
Ephraim diminished.* If ye will not believe"

seeing the obvious incredulity on the king's 
face-" surely ye shall not be established." So 
our security depends on faith in God. Reprieve 
is possible after all. 

But the interview is not ended. "Ask a 
token," says the prophet; "a sign in heaven 
above, or in earth beneath." By common 
consent amongst the Jews, a sign on earth may 

* So Kissane, and others. It was fourteen years before Samaria
was actually taken; but within a year or two Israel lost Galilee and 
Gilead; within three years, Damascus fell. The Hebrew text 
reads sixty-five years, which seems improbable. The usual 
explanation is that the prophecy refers to the resettlement of th� 
country with heathen people by Esarhaddon. 
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be intimated by sorcery, but a sign in heaven is 
proof of the divine hand. All the bystanders 
wait eagerly, hoping both to see a marvel, and 
to confirm the promise of deliverance. What 
will Ahaz ask? Nothing, apparently. He does 
not want to be committed to trust in God. He 
does not like the supernatural (unless it be 
spiritism). He is privately determined to call 
in the Assyrians. Isaiah evidently loses patience 
with him. "Hear ye now, 0 house of David! 
Is it too little for you that ye try the patience of 
us men, and will ye weary my God also? There
fore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 
behold, the maiden shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel (God 
with us) ; butter and honey shall he eat . . . For 
before the child shall know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land that thou ab
horrest shall be forsaken of both her kings." 
Then he goes on to foretell that the real scourge 
of the Lord will be Assyria, not Syria, and 
that they shall reduce the land to the scanty 
fare of a wanderer in the wilderness. 

But what a mysterious word! The abhorred 
land is presumably Israel and Syria reckoned 
as one; "shall be deserted of both her kings," 
evidently Pekah and Rezin. "The 'almah shall 
conceive." Who is she? The word generally 
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The Syro-Ephrai,nitic War 

means a virgin, not so definitely perhaps as 
bethulah, but it was applied in that sense to 
Rebekah, and to Miriam ( Gen. 24. 43 ; Exod. 
2. 8). * That would be contrary to all nature.
And who is this Immanuel? Apparently he
will own the country-" thy land, 0 Immanuel."
God with us! Does the prophet mean-and
if ever he spoke by divine inspiration clearly it
is now-that one day there will be a worthy
descendant of David, not this poltroon Ahaz,
who shall really be "God with us" and deliver
His people? Happy mother, in such a case!
Blessed shall she be amongst women! May
God speed the day!

"Butter and honey shall he eat" (chem' ah= 
curdled milk or cheese, rather than· butter). 
That is to say, he shall have a country up
bringing, and bread shall be scarce (Isa. 7. 22;

corn cannot be grown on account of unsettled 
conditions). But not, perhaps, without a ref-

• The other occurrences of the word are Prov. 30. 19; Cant.I.
3, 6. 8; Psa. 68. 25. In all these it may well mean "virgin." It is 
so translated in our present text by the Septuagint, (though not in 
later Greek versions, probably because they were made by Jews 
after controversy had begun between Jews and Christians. Of 
course in Matthew's Gospel it is interpreted as "virgin." That the 
prophecy became well known to Isaiah's contemporaries is shown 
by Micah s. 3. How little the prophet or those who heard him 
can have guessed with what an ecstasy of joy and enlightenment 
a certain godly Jew in Nazareth, grieving over the supposed moral 
lapse of his betrothed, would see the true meaning of the words! 
How little could they enter into the glory of the Incarnation I 
(I Pet. I. II). 
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erence to His being a prophet like unto Moses, 
to bring the people into a spiritual land flowing 
with milk and honey. 

However, the men standing about us, fair 
specimens of the ordinary Jew of the times, do 
not at all take our view of the prophet's words. 
One of them voices the g�neral impression. 
"Oh, he only means that some country girl in 
the crowd is going to have a child, and that in 
a few years Pekah and his armies will be dead 
and gone." And the matter is dismissed, not 
without a coarse joke or two. Still, even the 
least spiritual derives a certain comfort from the 
announcement that the Israelitish invasion is not 
going to succeed; all, that is to say, except the 
considerable number who are secretly dis
affected, and rejoice in -Rezin and Remaliah' s 
son (Isa. 8. 6. But possibly, reading mso� for 
msos, the translation is "and faints before"). 
Still, the conclusion of Isaiah's discourse for 
the occasion is far from reassuring. Even the 
best vineyards, with vines worth so much as a 
silver shekel apiece, shall become a waste of 
briers and thorns, and so full of noxious beasts 
that a man must bring his bow and arrows to 
traverse them, and the best arable land will 
either be totally unapproachable for thorns, or

only useful for grazing sheep (Isa. 7. 23-25). 
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Months afterwards, we hear of a partial and 
local fulfilment of the mysterious prophecy. 
Isaiah has called Uriah the priest and another 
as witnesses, and set up a tablet on which he has 
inscribed MHRShLLHShBZ ("Hasting the spoil, 
speeding the booty." There are no vowels in 
written Hebrew). For a while no explanation 
was forthcoming; then it became known that a 
son had been born to the prophetess, that his name 
was to be Maher-shalal-hashbaz, and now the 
announcement is made that before the child can 
talk, Samaria and Damascus will be spoiled by 
the Assyrians. That is, in a year or so. The 
fulfilment of the prophecy has moved nearer. 

Certainly coming events have been casting 
their shadow before. After his great victory, 
Pekah was compelled by some of his nobles to 
send back the captives to Judah, and he has met 
with no success in the field since ( 2 Chron. 
28. 15 ).

We are still puzzled to understand what the
prophet meant by the promise of Immanuel. If 
he was only referring to his own child, why was 
it not given the name foretold? And why did 
he speak with such passion and mystery about 
so ordinary a matter? Perhaps he will give us 
more light on the subject. 

We have a year or two to wait for it-a 
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terrible, eventful year. Tiglath-pileser came; 
the Assyrian armies surged all around; they 
conquered Syria and entered Samaria and the 
Philistine cities, and humanly speaking it was 
only the hilly nature of their country that saved 
Judah. Pekah was killed, and an Assyrian 
puppet set on his throne (see Appendix). 
News came in of the Israelitish captives being 
carried away, hardly bestead and hungry, 
cursing their king and their God, driven away 
into thick darkness and gloom of anguish. 
The people of Judah, like those of Samaria, 
turned to the spiritists in their distress of mind. 
Then Isaiah spoke-rebuked their wizardry
" should not a people seek unto their God?"

denounced the same fate if they did not return 
to the Law and the Testimony. Then his 
mood changes; the light of inspiration glows 
from his eyes; even for the poor harassed folk 
of Zebulon, Naphtali, and the N orthem Circle, 
or boundary (Heb. Gell, later called Galilee), 
there shall be a morning of joy. 

"The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great Light, and they that walk in the 
valley of deep darkness, upon them hath the 
Light shined! Thou hast multiplied the nation; 
Thou hast increased their joy* ... " 

* The Hebrew written text reads lo' =not; the qri or read text
is lo= to them. 
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· As when Gideon overthrew the Midianites
with a final overthrow, so "every boot of the 
heavy-footed warrior, and the cloak rolled in 
blood, shall even be for burning, and for fuel 
of fire. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given, and the dominion shall be upon 
His shoulder, and His name shall be called the 
Wonder-Counsellor, God the Mighty one, t 
Father of all ages, Prince of peace." 

So our riddle is solved. The Immanuel
child is to be no mere king's son or prophet's 
son, but a divine being, a mighty ruler, and 
bring in the age of peace! Once again we cry: 
"When, Lord?" 

Not yet, apparently. In another discourse 
the prophet has much to say about politics and 
the near future (Isa. 8. 5-18). Ahaz and his 
chief ministers of state are very anxious to come 
to terms with Tiglath-pileser whilst he is still 
a long way off, and to enlist him as an ally 
against our southern neighbours, the Edomites 
and Philistines, who have been raiding across 
the borders in most unpleasant fashion (2 Chron. 
28. 16-18). All the talk just now is of a con
federacy. But Isaiah says that since this people
refuse the quiet waters of Siloam that issue from

t Or, the Hero-God. 'El is always used for Deity in Isaiah. 
The same phrase is used, and undoubtedly applied to God, in 
Isa. 10. 21.
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the Temple hill, the floods of Assyria shall over
flow their banks, and submerge us up to the neck. 
Well, we must at least thank God we shall not 
be actually drowned, then. He says: "Sanctify 
the Lord of Hosts Himself, and let Him be your 
fear, and He shall be a sanctuary for you." 
We suppose the Heavenly Child will not be 
born till the Assyrian deluge is overpast. 

Not only the time, but also the place that shall 
be radiant with His coming, is puzzling to us. 
Isaiah expects Him in Galilee. Later, we hear 
that Micah has declared that He will come forth 
from Bethlehem. We do not yet see how the 
discrepancy can be explained. 

Yet for a third time, rather later still, Isaiah 
gives us a little more information and a further 
picture of the Coming King (Isa. I I). He shall 
be a shoot or branch* from the stock of Jesse, 
that is, from the royal Davidic family. The 
ancient promise of age-long dominion made to 
David is not to be broken or interrupted. 
Upon Him shall rest the sevenfold Spirits of 
God-" the Spirit of Jehovah, a spirit of wisdom 
and discernment, a spirit of counsel and might, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord." 
In fact, so shall He abide under the shadow of 

* Heb. netser, apparently the source of the N.T. quotation:
"He shall be called a Nazarene." Nazareth comes from the same 
root. 
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the Almighty that "He shall draw His breath 
in the fear of the Lord"*-not for the space 
of a single breath shall He be out of touch. He 
shall be the perfect Ruler, with an insight into 
justice not derived merely from faulty or lying 
witnesses, having both the power and the know
ledge to deliver the humble and to put down 
the mighty from their seats. The reign of 
peace and justice shall extend even to the animal 
creation, now subjected to vanity and groaning 
under it-" they shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain." 

* So Cheyne and G. A. Smith, following the literal translation
of the Hebrew, of which the A.V. and R.V. are doubtful para
phrases. The whole passage was a favourite at media!val corona
tions; the "Veni Creator Spiritus" being often sung. 
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CHAPTER III 

The Shadow of Assyria 

A 
BOUT thirty years pass by before Isaiah

the prophet once more takes a very public 
part in preaching, with special reference to the 
problems of the day. They have been eventful 
years. The doom-foretold on the Ten ·Tribes 
has come to pass, and they have all b�en 
carried off captive by Shalmaneser IV and his 
successor Sargon, who actually completed the 
siege of Samaria. It was truly an awful warning, 
and came very close to our own doors. The 
prophet Hosea was with them to the last, so 
they were not left without testimony. Travel
lers from Nineveh tell us that Sargon erected 
tablets with an historical account of his capture 
of Samaria, and the carrying off of 27,280 
prisoners.* 

He also took Hamath, Tyre, Calno and 
Carchemish, and in his boastful record t tells how 
he picked out their riches like taking eggs out 
of a nest, and not a bird dared chirp (Isa. IO.

9-11, 14). 
The Assyrians have not seriously troubled us, 

• This inscription was found at Khorsabad by Botta.
t This inscription is also extant.
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and their heavy hand has been upon our other 
enemies, so th�t although wickedness got worse 
instead of better towards the end of the reign 
of Ahaz, the Lord was longsuffering. 

About the same time that Shalmaneser 
ascended the throne of Assyria, Ahaz died, 
and his good son Hezekiah succeeded him. 
This gave Isaiah a serious share in the counsels 
of the administration, because the new king 
greatly respected him, and was a genuine 
reformer in religious matters. The part he 
played in removing the idolatrous shrines and 
restoring the temple sacrifices and ritual is well 
known (2 Chron. 29-3 I), and in all this he was 
helped and encouraged by the prophet. But 
politically he must have had a very difficult 
time. His · counsellors were often divided in 
opinion, and little wonder. The terrible north
ern enemy seemed like a sword suspended by 
a thread over his head. A strong party in the 
councils of state felt that their only resource 
was to make an alliance with Egypt and Ethi
opia. Against this policy the prophet set his 
face like a flint. 

During these many years, the prophet has 
not been wholly silent. There have been a 
number of prophecies, some long, some mere 
fragments, against surrounding nations-Baby-
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lon, Egypt, Moab, Edom, Arabia, Tyre (Isa. 
14-21; 23), and one notable utterance relating
to Israel and Judah.

One day shortly before the fall of Samaria, 
Isaiah came into direct conflict with some of 
the leaders of this Egyptian alliance party. He 
seems to have surprised them at a drunken 
feast. Some of them were _already intoxicated. 
They greeted him with mockery, in stammering 
tones: "Whom will he teach? Babes? tsav 
la-tsav, tsav la-tsav; qav la-qav, qav la-qav; zeer 
sham, zeer sham!"* It is like a sing-song infant 
lesson! "With the stammering tongue of the 
Assyrian invader will the Lord teach this people," 
he sternly replies. It is "Line upon line" to 
them; that they might be snared, and taken. 

But the company is in a defiant mood. "You 
need not try to frighten us," they say, "even if 
the Assyrian does come, and the Angel of 
Death is claiming his victims, we have come to 
terms with him." Exactly what they mean is 
not quite clear; probably they do not intend it 
to be clear. It would not do to let Isaiah know 
too much. It hints that the invader may find 
his foes much stronger and more numerous 
than he thinks, and the slain will not all be on 
one side; perhaps also that they have been 

* "Precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line,
line upon line, here a little, there a little." 
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visiting those spiritists and necromancers, and 
have made a grim covenant with the dread 
powers of the unseen world. It may be that 
Death and Hell were their code-names for 
Assyria and Egypt, and they were trying to 
double-cross them both. 

"Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
scornful men, that rule this people which is in 
Jerusalem ... Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda
tion stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, for a sure foundation* ; he that believeth 
shall not make haste. Judgment will I use as 
My builder's line, and righteousness as My 
plummet, and the hail shall sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding place. Your covenant with death shall 
be disannulled, and your agreement with hell 
shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it." The address goes on to declare 
that if they make their bed (i.e. the Egyptian 
alliance) they must lie on it, but they will find 
it too short for them, and the coverlet too scanty; 
for an extermination, and that a predestined 
one, will the Lord make upon the earth. Then 
he breaks into a parable of hope. Does the 

* Meaning, of course, the Lord, the Rock of Ages (Isa. xxvi. 4),
figured by the enormous stones of the Temple f otmdations, 
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ploughman plough for ever? Is it not to sow? 
Does he not use a fine skill in it all, hand
scattering the two sorts of cummin, hand
planting the wheat carefully in rows, sowing 
the barley in its proper place, and edging the 
field with vetches? When he comes to thresh 
it, does he not again temper his methods to the 
nature of the grain; the rod for the cumrnins, 
not the sledge* or the wagon wheel? When 
he uses these heavier implements on his wheat, 
and treads it with the feet of his beasts, he takes 
care not to crush it to nothing. If the wheat 
is the most hardly dealt with, it is also the most 
valuable crop. If the Lord of Hosts gives such 
skill to His creatures, will He not temper His 
discipline to His people, and do His strange 
work of affliction only just so far as will ensure 
the best harvest? (Isa. 28). 

About the year 720, the season following the 
fall of Samaria, Sargon marched in person 
through the plain along the seashore in the west 
of Judah, and defeated the Philistines and Egyp
tians at Raphia, near Gaza. Now for the _first 
time, but not for the last, the two great powers 
looked one another in the face. Hezekiah 

* The "threshing instrument" is a fiat sledge like a toboggan
without runners, with nails or pieces of stone on its under surface, 
which is drawn over the pile of wheat by a horse or yoke of oxen, 
now called "mowraj." Heb. m�rag chartlts (Isa. 4r. 15). See 
The Land and the Book (Thomson). 
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remained neutral, true to the promise of sub
mission to Assyria, which was the price of the 
miserable assistance they had given to Ahaz. 

Nine years later, the Philistines of Ashdod 
organized a conspiracy against Sargon, which 
he mentions in his inscriptions. "The inhabi
tants of Philistia, Judah, Edom and Moab who 
. . . . had to bring tribute and presents unto 
Asshur my lord," but who now "meditated 
hostilities and plotted evil, who sent their tokens 
of homage unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, a 
prince who could not save them." Sar.gon 
sent his Tartan or chief general against them, 
and captured Ashdod and crushed the con
spiracy. Happily they did not come to Jer
usalem (Isa. 20. r). 

Immediately after this, the prophet began to 
do a strange thing. The word of the Lord 
came to him, and he laid aside his hairy mantle 
and also his sandals, and for the space of three 
years went about in his undergarments, to the 
surprise and derision of all who saw him. It 
must have been a great trial to a man of his 
position. At the end, the word of the Lord 
came to explain it. "Like as My servant 
Isaiah has walked half-dressed and barefoot, 
so shall the king of Assyria lead away captive 
the Egyptians and Ethiopians, young and old, 
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naked and barefoot."* But even this three-year
long sermon to the common people did not avail 
to shake their faith in the southern powers. 

In 70 5, Sargon was assassinated, and Sen
nacherib took his place. During the first few 
years of his reign, he had quite enough trouble 
near home to keep him away from Judah. He 
fought a campaign with Merodach-Baladan 
of Babylon, and invaded Media. Then Syria 
rose in rebellion and turned his attention to the 
Mediterranean countries. Politics in Jerusalem 
became a feverish game, and Isaiah came out 
of his long comparative silence to afford guid
ance from heaven. 

Let us, then, go one day into the open spaces 
of Jerusalem and see for ourselves what is the 
latest tum of events, and what the prophet has to 
say about it. We find the town all agog with 
excitement. Three or four swarthy Africans 
have arrived as ambassadors from the king of 
Ethiopia and the rumour has gone round that 
they are offering us an alliance against the 
Assyrians. They have had a long journey, 
first by canoe down the Nile, and then across 
the desert between Egypt and Judah. Their 

* Heb. 'arom does not quite=Eng. "naked," but includes half-.
dress and raggedness. Cf. 2 Sam. 6. 14-20; Job 22. 6; cf. also 
John 21. 7. The conquest of Egypt by Assyria took place long 
after, in the reign of Esarhaddon, Sennacherib's successor. 
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king is the able and enterprising Tirhakah, * 
who has made himself overlord of the whole 
of the Nile for the time being. His messengers 
are tall, handsome, fine-looking men, with well
oiled bodies and shining skin, clad in barbaric 
garments. Tirhakah is evidently a power to 
be reckoned with. Many of Hezekiah's coun
sellors are delighted. Here, they think, is the 
ally we need, if Sennacherib proves dangerous, 
or if we decide to take advantage of his entangle
ments elsewhere and throw off the hateful yoke. 

What will Isaiah say? Here he comes; he 
is going to speak in the hearing of the am
bassadors; let us listen. 

"Ho, for the land of the rustling of wings, t 
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia! That sendeth 
ambassadors by the sea ( the Nile), even in canoes 
of papyrus upon the waters! Go, ye swift 
messengers, back to your nation, a nation tall 
and smooth, dreaded far and near, strong and 
victorious, whose land the rivers divide! 
All ye inhabitants of the earth . . . , behold, 
when an ensign is lifted up; hearken, when a 
trumpet is blown! For thus saith the Lord 
unto me: I will take My rest, I will quietly 

* Apparently from Isa. 37. 9.

t The land rustling with wings apparently refers to the hum
ming of the tsetse and other flies (cf. Isa. 7. 18). Heb. tsiltsal; 
in the Galla language the tsetse fly is called tsaltsalja. 
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look on, like the motionless heat of the sunshine, 
like the still haze in the heat of harvest. Then 
when the blossom is over and the flower be
comes a ripening grape, before· the harvest, 
He shall chop off the sprigs with pruning-hooks, 
and hew away and cut down the branches." 
In other words, the time is not yet. Jehovah is 
waiting and· watching. He will do His work 
in His own time, as Ruler among the nations. 
Then shall even Ethiopia bring to Him their 
tribute. Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands 
unto God (Isa. r8; Psa. 68. 3 r). 

So the offer is rejected, as far as Isaiah may 
speak for the nation, and we will trust in our 
God-rejected, but quite courteously. 

We come into the town another day, and 
see another embassy, but this time it is from us 
to Egypt. The party that hankers after a 
powerful alliance has scored a victory, and the 
die is cast. The aid of Egypt is definitely 
invoked, and that means Sennacherib is openly 
defied, and we must face his wrath.* 

A few days later it becomes known t.hat 
Isaiah will preach about it. We must go and 
hear him (Isa. 3 o). 

"Woe to the rebellious children, saith the 
• The exact relations of Egypt with Ethiopia at this period are

imperfectly known. Apparently there were several small states, 
and one ruler called Pharaoh. 
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Lord, that take counsel, but not with Me; that 
weave a web, but not of My Spirit! ... They 
set out to go down into Egypt, and have not 
asked at My mouth; to take refuge in the refuge 
of the Pharaoh, and to hide in the shadow of 
Egypt. Therefore the refuge of Pharaoh shall 
be your shame." Then he goes on to picture 
Hezekiah's weary ambassadors and princes 
struggling across the desert, trembling for fear 
of the lion and the viper and the fiery flying 
serpent, leading their asses and camels laden with 
treasure to conciliate their hoped-for allies, 
wandering from one end of Egypt to the other, 
from Zoan near the sea to Hanes far up the Nile, 
negotiating with one petty king after another. 
And to what profit? "I have called her, 
Rahab* that sitteth still!" 

It is easy to see that the sermon chills the 
hearts of the hearers. If Rahab does sit still 
when Sennacherib has leisure to deal with us, 
it will go hard with us. And if we have put 
our trust in her instead of in the Lord, how can 
we appeal to Him? However, some of the 
court party who favour the alliance are there, 
and they promptly begin to argue, rebuke, 
and contradict. Why is Isaiah invariably harp-

• Rahab is a sea-dragon which has become the picturesque
symbol for Egypt. 
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ing on the disagreeable? What a misanthrope 
he is! Why does he never approve anything, or 
tell us pleasant things? Take away your "Holy 
One of Israel"; is not Jehovah, our champion, 
and the tribal god of Israel, a good enough name 
for Him? Get out of the way, Isaiah! 

But he is not to be browbeaten. Hear him. 
"Therefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, 
because ye despise this word, and trust in 
oppression and crookedness, and stay thereon," 
-look, do you see that bulge in the wall
yonder? Soon it will suddenly break out and
fall down, it will not need to be battered down,
it will fall down. So will you. You shall be
smashed into such tiny fragments that there
shall not be one big enough to carry a bit of
fire from the hearth! In returning to the Lord,
in quietness and confidence, should be your
strength. But you are looking to flee on the
horses of Egypt; therefore shall he that pursueth
you be swift!

The adversaries pass on, and the prophet is 
left to address the faithful amongst the people. 
"There£ ore will the Lord wait, that He tnay be 
gracious unto you ... blessed are all they th1t 
wait for Him ... " Then, after many co1n
f orting and enlightening words, "For through 
the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be 
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beaten down, and Jehovah shall smite him with 
the rod. And every stroke of the appointed 
staff which the Lord shall lay upon him shall be 
with tabrets and harps, and in battles of shaking 
will he fight with them. For a burning-place 
(Tophet) is already laid out for him ... deep 
and ' large, the fire and wood are piled; the 
breath of the Lord doth kindle it, like a stream 
of brimstone" (Isa. 3 o. 3 1-3 3). * 

We hear the prophecy, with much comfort. 
The Assyrian shall submerge us, but again, only 
to the neck. In returning and rest shall we be 
saved; in quietness and confidence shall be our 
strength. 

On another occasion, the prophet returns to 
the subject. The clouds are lowering omin
ously now. We have certain information that 
Sennacherib will come, and that shortly. So 
in one of his grandest discourses he speaks 
a message that makes a landmark for all time 
in human history, and sets forth in detail the 
truth that God is the supreme Ruler of nations, 
that the issue of battle is entirely in His hand, 
that He chastises sin and rewards righteousness, 
that history is not an insoluble riddle, but moves 

* The passage is difficult and the text perhaps corrupt. The
Septuagint is very different. Mlle may stand for "the king," 
or for Moloch, or by a play on words, for both. Kissane thinks 
the sentence about tabrets and harps belongs to v. 29, not 32. 
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along the path He has appointed, in accordance 
with moral laws. 

"Ho, Assyrian, the rod of Mine anger!* ... 
I will send him against an hypocritical nation, 
and against the people of My wrath will I give 
him a charge (Isa. 10. 5, etc.) . . . Howbeit 
he meaneth not so . . . it is in his heart to 
destroy and cut off nations not a few. For he 
saith, Are not my officers kings (i.e. of nations 
I have overwhelmed and pressed into service)" ? 
Calno, Carchemish, Hamath, Arpad, Samaria, 
Damascus-all these has he taken, with their 
graven images much finer than those of J eru
salem-shall not she share their fate? "My 
hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people, 
and as one gathereth deserted eggs, so I gathered 
all the earth, and there was none dared chirp." 
Yes, we acknowledge that it is all true. Sargon 
has used the very words on his inscriptions, and 
his boastings are written for all time to see. 
Ah, but "Shall the axe boast itself against him 
that heweth therewith . . . ? 0 my people that 
dwelleth in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian, 
... yet a very little while, and the indignation 
shall cease, and it shall come to pass in that day 

• Possibly this discourse belongs to the reign of Sargon, whose
conquests are referred to, but it reads as if the judgment was 
imminent. Some scholars believe that Sargon did attack Jeru
salem. 
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that his burden shall be taken away from off 
thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck."* 

Then the sermon assumes passion, and be
comes terribly exciting. It sounds almost like 
the daily or hourly issue of a war bulletin to the 
frightened old men and women and children 
left in Jerusalem, when the army is gone out to 
fight. One can almost see the panting couriers 
running in with the dreadful tidings. "He is 
come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron, at 
Michmash he hath laid up his baggage!" Has 
he? The pass between Michmash and Geba is 
the strategic point in the defence of Jerusalem 
from the north; here Jonathan stormed the hill
all but single-handed, and drove out the 
Philistines. In its narrow defile a small body 
of resolute men ought to turn back a host. 
"They are gone over the pass"-then the golden 
opportunity is lost! "they lodge at Geba, Ramah 
is terrified, Gibeah of Saul is fled" ; four or five 
nearer and yet nearer villages are overwhelmed. 
"He shall remain at Nob this very day, he shall 
shake his fist against the mount of the daughter 
of Zion"-actually in sight of the mountain
girdled city now! The auditors are shivering 
for fear, it seems so real. A pause in the speaker's 

* The next sentence is undecipherable. Duhm, Procksch,
Kissane and others consider that it belongs to v. 28, and translate 
''The destroyer has come up from Samaria; he is come to Aiath." 
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voice. Then, slowly: "Behold, the Lord of 
Hosts shall lop the bough with terror, and the 
high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and 
the haughty shall be humbled ... , and Lebanon 
shall fall by a Mighty One." The Assyrian 
inscriptions are always boasting that they have 
cut down the nations as fores ts ! Now it is 
their turn. 

After the sermon, we have some conversation 
with a group of the hearers, typical specimens 
of the average man in the street in Jerusalem. 
On the whole they approve the Egyptian 
alliance. If Sennacherib comes at all, they say, 
Egypt and Ethiopia are our only hope. True, 
Egypt is not what she was; the Pharaoh is no 
longer in much power; there are rival small 
states, and Tirhakah of Ethiopia is the real 
ruler. But taken altogether, they could put 
a very big army in the field, and Tirhakah seems 
minded to do so. If they are going to help us, 
they must be r�ady at the first news of the 
Assyrian invasion, because they live a long way 
off, and they might be too late, so we must 
come to terms beforehand. Even Isaiah de
clares that Sennacherib will come; he is always 
foretelling disaster. We point out that he says 
the river of Assyria will only submerge us to the 
neck. Well, they say, what does he suppose 
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will happen� The Assyrians never let go when 
they have once got their _ teeth in. Look at 
Samaria, and many a town besides. "Trust 
in the Lord," he says. But the day of miracles 
is over. There have not been any miracles, 
to speak of, in Jerusalem for centuries. Elijah 
and Elisha have been dead and gone for many 
generations, and after all they were in N orthem 
Israel, not here. No, we had better put our 
trust in Egypt, heathen though they are. 

The prophet is very active these days, some
times preaching in public, sometimes facing 
and denouncing the little clique of men who 
practically govern the state, sometimes issuing a 
solemn warning to individuals. 

"Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where 
David dwelt! Let a year or two come and go, 
let a feast or two pass away, and I will distress 
Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow, 
and she shall be unto Me truly an Ariel." That 
is, Jerusalem is now the altar-hearth of God; 
but the. time soon comes when she shall smoke 
with victims, as the altar does now. For the 
siege will shortly enclose her, and the flame of 
devouring fire (Isa. 29). But though the 
attacking armies already dream that they have 
conquered, they shall awake to disappointment; 
"as when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold, 
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he drinketh; but he awaketh, and behold, he is 
faint, and his soul longeth." 

At this utterance the blank incredulity of his 
hearers stung the prophet into rebuke: "Be ye 
amazed, and wonder; blind yqurselves and be 
blind; be drunken, but not with wine!" For 
the Lord has given them a spirit of slumber; 
the vision is as a sealed book; the educated will

not read it, and the uneducated cannot. With 
their lips they honour the Lord, but their heart 
is far from Him. The rulers are conspiring to 
cheat Him; they think He does not know about 
their Egyptian projects. Shall the clay think 
the Potter has no understanding? One day the 
terrible Assyrian shall be brought to nought, 
and the Jewish scoffer shall be consumed: then 
the eyes of the blind shall see, and the deaf shall 
hear the words of the book, and the poor shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel (Isa. 29. 9-24). 

On another day about this time, we witness 
a memorable meeting between the prophet and 
one of the principal officers of state, the steward 
of the royal household, and supposed to be the 
most zealous advocate of the Egyptian alliance 
and the party who prefer to trust in big bat
talions rather than in God. His name is Shebna, 
a man of mean extraction and said to be a 
foreigner, but now aspmng to almost regal 
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dignity. He is not content like ordinary 
ministers of state to ride on a mule or an ass, 
but must needs drive about in a chariot, as 
Absalom did. Lately he has been building 
a magnificent tomb for himself in a conspicuous 
position on a rocky cliff, amongst the nobles of 
the land, and evidently intends his name to go 
down to fame as the greatest man of his time. 
Isaiah is �ent of God to meet him at his tomb, 
with a stern message. "What doest thou here, 
and what hast thou here, that thou hast hewed 
thee out here a sepulchre� Hewing him out 
a sepulchre on high! Graving in the rock 
an habitation for him! Behold, the Lord will 
hurl, will hurl thee, 0 man-He will seize thee 
firmly; He will roll thee up and toss thee like 
a ball into a far country. There shalt thou die; 
there shall go the chariots of thy glory, 0 thou 
shame of thy lord's house!"* He went on to 
declare that Shebna' s office shall be given to the 
pious Eliakim, who shall be like a nail firmly 
fixed in the wall for the people to put their trust 
in, and for a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
Nor is a warning omitted, that he may hang on 
himself too great a crowd of needy and unworthy 
relai.ives, who may loosen the nail, and bring all 
to the ground (Isa. 22. 15-25). 

• Kissane translates: "Ancl thy splendid tomb shall be desolate
O thO\.J shame of thy Lord's house." 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Assyrian Came Down Like 
the Wolf on the Fold 

T
HE spring of the year 701 has come, and

the time when kings go out to battle. 
All the nations of Palestine are straining their 
eyes and ears in a state of acute anxiety to hear 
what Assyria is going to do this year. Is it our 
tum yet? The truculent Merodach-Baladan 
of Babylon has been quelled, and the news goes 
forth that Sennacherib will come west. The 
cities of Phoenicia fell easy victims; then he 
turned his attention to the Philistines, Ashkelon 
and Ekron. Ekron was under the rule of an 
Assyrian vassal named Padi, but his subjects 
have turned him out and sent him in chains to 
Jerusalem. Hezekiah has engaged a number of 
Arabian mercenaries, and brought them in to 
strengthen his garrison. A large army of 
Egyptians and Arabians is coming up to help 
the Philistines. Evidently it is to be a year of 
tremendous happenings. 

In the summer, Sennacherib came to Ekron. 
Before he could capture it, the Egyptians 
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marched against him, but he defeated them, 
though they were a "force without number," at 
the decisive battle of Eltekeh. They retreated in
disorder to their own land. Shortly after, 
Ekron fell into the hands of the Assyrians, and 
stern punishment was meted out to the leaders of 
the rebellion. So the enemy were free to turn 
their attention to the land of Judah, and began 
to lay siege to city after city, fort after fort, 
and with monotonous regularity to reduce 
them one by one to subjection and ruin. 

Day by day the news came into Jerusalem. 
Consternation prevailed. The enemy are ab
solutely merciless; their barbarities to captives 
are past belief; no cruelty is too great to expect 
from them, and no doubt they mean to do their 
worst now. The Egyptians have shot their 
bolt, and it has missed fire; so Isaiah was right, 
after all, and the Egyptian alliance was but a 
broken reed, and has pierced our hand, and 
exposed us to the vengeance of the Assyrians. 
As one provincial town after another falls-
46 of them altogether-what chance is there 
for us? 

What can be done, is done. The old problem 
of the water-supply has been tackled in real 
earnest at last, and a reservoir has been con� 
,�ructed between the double walls of the city 
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to retain the waters of the "old pool," and 
another to keep in the waters of the lower pool. 
Why should the Assyrians come and find much 
water flowing out from the city� An under
ground conduit was dug to convey some of 
these waters, and a suitable inscription engraved 
on the walls, under the surface of the water 
where it might escape defacement.* This was 
to take the place of an older similar aqueduct, 
lying deeper. 

Then the walls came in for attention. They 
had been badly neglected, and several breaches 
had to be made good at short notice. Stone 
could not be got, so a number of the less valuable 
houses in the town were indicated by a mark, 
pulled down, and the stone used to repair the 
wall, t and the citadel was strengthened (Isa. 
22. 8-11; 2 Chron. 32. 1-5). Weapons of war
were manufactured and made fit for use, and
arsenals refurnished, notably the one . in the
"House of the Forest." The army was re
organized, the officers weeded out, and great
gatherings of the soldiery listened to patriotic

* This conduit and inscription were discovered, first by a truant
Arab schoolboy, in the year 1880. The characters are much 
older than the square Hebrew now familar to us, and resemble 
those found on the Moabite Stone. The tunnel connects the 
"Virgin's Fountain" with the pool of Siloam. The inscription 
is now in the Museum at Constantinople. 

t These repairs have been discovered by Bliss and Macalister, 
along with parts of the old Jebusite wall of Jerusalem. 

$6 



The Assyrian Came Down 

speeches by the king in the open spaces inside 
the gates (2 Chron. 32. 6). Practically the whole 
population was mobilized for these various 
defensive works. 

There was one thing, and that the most 
important, which so far they neglected to 
do. That was, to turn to the Lord in humili
ation, repentance, and faith. Isaiah felt it 
keenly; so, did the godly in Jerusalem. The 
people were nervy and excitable; easily elated 
by any trifling good news, easily cast down by 
tidings of some fresh disaster in the provinces. 
Some of the rulers did not behave too well; 
they tried to escape from the city, and fell into 
the hands of the Assyrian archers (Isa. 22. 3). 

One evening in particular, excitement and 
riotous merriment held full sway. The streets 
and housetops were thronged with rejoicing 
crowds released from their heavy toils; feasting 
and carousing were the order of the day-not 
without a touch of despair, and a "let us eat 
and drink, for to-1norrow we die" attitude. 
Isaiah in his home in the Tyropoean valley was 
moved by the Spirit to speak out, in sadness, 
distress for his people, vision of the forthcoming 
disasters, grave remonstrance. "What aileth 
thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the 
housetops? 0 thou that art full of shoutings, 
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a tumultuous city, a joyous town!" Then 
fallowed a reproach of the runaways. "Leave 
me alone, let me weep bitterly, labour not to 
comfort me, for the spoiling of the daughter of 
my people ... " For the Assyrian mercenaries 
from Elam and Kir are on the march; they will 
soon fill all the choice valleys, and be at your 
very gates. You have made reservoirs, re
paired walls, enclosed the springs of water, but 
"ye looked not unto the Maker thereof, neither 
had ye respect unto Hin1 that fashioned it long 
ago! And in that day did the Lord, the Lord 
of Hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, 
and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth; 
but behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen and 
killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine ... 
And the Lord of Hosts revealed Himself in 
mine ears "-once more that fateful pause; 
then, slowly: "Surely this iniquity shall not be 
purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord, the 
Lord of Hosts." What a damper at the feast! 
But it was not without effect. After this there 
really was amongst some at any rate a more 
serious spirit, and a real calling upon God 
(Isa. 22 ). 

King Hezekiah, realizing his helplessness, 
attempted to placate the haughty invader by a 
timely submission. He sent ambassadors to the 
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king, who was besieging Lachish, the most 
important of the provincial fortresses, to offer 
homage, to surrender Padi the fugitive ruler of 
Ekron, and to submit to a heavy fine. This 
amounted to 3 o talents of gold and 3 oo talents 
of silver, some precious stones, and the women 
of the palace, which were all sent to Nineveh.* 
The treasures of the Lord's house, as well 
as the king's, had to be stripped to provide so 
much (2 Kings 18. 13-16). 

But Sennacherib was not satisfied. He was 
too busy to come himself, but he sent a great 
army to Jerusalem, under the Tartan and the 
Rab-shakeh ( chief cup-bearer?), to attempt to 
reduce it, either by threats or by force of arms. 
Eliakim and Shebna, the latter now deposed to 
a subordinate position, went out to treat with 
the Rab-shakeh at the very spot where Isaiah 
once challenged Ahaz. Now was come to 
pass the terrible daily war-bulletin the prophet 
had so recently announced-"They are gone 
over the passages ! . . . He shall shake his fist 
against the mount of the daughter of Zion!" 

The Assyrian was threatening, coaxing, bully
ing, arguing by turns. He professed to be sent 
by the Lord; that He was angry because His 

* The Assyrian record agrees. It mentions 800 talents of silver,
but 3 Jewi�h t�c;Qts a.re believed to be equal to 8 Assyrian� 
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high places had been taken away! Little did 
Rab-shakeh understand! He related the fate 
of Hamath and Arpad; what was Jehovah, that 
He could help?. He did not conceal from them 
that even if they surrendered, exile was in store 
for them, but painted a pleasing picture of 
their future home. If they did not, absolute 
starvation would be their lot. He evidently 
saw that the city was too strong to be taken by 
a sudden assault. 

With bowed heads and shaking limbs the 
Jewish envoys re-entered the city, and went to 
tell the king. Everybody knew what they had 
to report. The Assyrian had taken care of that. 
There was surmise, dread, and here and there 
a trembling faith that Isaiah's God would do 
something in this great emergency, after all. 
Was He not openly defied? Had we not 
given up all confidence in Egypt now, and 
put our trust in Him? And although Isaiah had 
often threatened us with severe punishments 
and losses, have we not suffered them? Sen
nacherib claims to have carried off over 200,000

captives. The prophet has spoken with another 
voice at times. The Assyrian was to submerge 
us "to the neck." The high ones of stature 
were to be brought down. Once, he declared 
that the Assyrian should be beaten down, and 
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that Tophet was of old ordained for him; the 
Assyrian shall fall by the sword, but not of 
man (3 I. 8). Dare we believe him� " In 
returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quiet
ness and confidence shall be your strength." 
What healing words, but how hard to believe, 
when the overwhelming enemy is at the very 
gates! 

The whole town literally hung on Isaiah 
and his faith. It became known that Hezekiah, 
with rent clothes, had betaken himself to the 
house of the Lord, and sent the envoys over to 
tell the prophet, and beg for a word of counsel. 
How we all waited breathless for the answer! 
It came, and it was a word of hope. "Thus 
saith the Lord"-what a comfort a word from 
the Lord is at such a time! "Be not afraid of 
the words thou hast heard, wherewith the 
servants of the king of Assyria have blas
phemed Me . . . He shall return unto his own 
]and, and I will cause him to fall by the sword in 
his own land." 

For a day or two the town hung between hope 
and fear. The people were conscious that they 
had not been true to the divine allegiance; the 
flagrant moral wrongs, the idolatry still ram
pant under the surf ace in spite of Hezekiah's 
reforms, the Egyptian alliance that now 
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looked so foolish, the rebukes and warnings of 
the prophet, all served to make deliverance 
improbable, now that the enemy was actually 
at the gates. On the other hand, Isaiah is 
evidently quite confident-''In returning and 
rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and confi
dence shall be your strength." Then the 
watchers on the walls brought tidings of good 
cheer; the Assyrians were departing! The 
Tartan and the Rab-shakeh have raised the siege. 
They did not mean business this time, then. 
So the prophet was right. He really had a 
message from God. 

Before long, further news came in. Lachish 
has fallen to the conqueror, and he has now 
besieged Libnah. But as we heard afterwards, 
he had anxieties of his own, which were partly 
responsible for the withdrawal of Rab-shak:eh 
from Jerusalem. It was rumoured that the 
Ethiopians were on the march, and he preferred 
to go down to Egypt to meet them, and to 
deal with Hezekiah later. So he contented 
himself at the moment with sending a threaten
ing letter. 

About this time, another prophecy of Isaiah's 
became known, though when it was first 
uttered is uncertain. "Ah, the booming of 
many peoples, which boom like the booming 
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of the seas; and the rushing of nations, that 
make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters. The nations shall rush like the rushing 
of many waters, but He checketh it* and they 
shall flee afar off, and shall be chased as the 
chaff of the mountains before the wind, and 
like the whirling dust before the storm. At 
eventide behold terror; and before the morning, 
they. are not. This is the portion of them that 
spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us." 
Truly the glory of Jacob has been made thin; 
only two or three berries are left in the topmost 
boughs of her olive tree, and four or five on 
the most fruitful branches, but there certainly 
is a returning on the part of king and people. 
"In that day shall a man look to his Maker, 
and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One 
of Israel; and he shall not look to the altars, 
the work of his hands," nor to the Asherim or 
sun-images. Truly this is the day when our 
strong cities are as forsaken places on the moun
tain-top; and as for our cultivated land, this 
autumn the harvest fleeth away in the day of 
grief and desperate sorrow (Isa. 17. 4-14). 

There is still plenty of room for the exercise 
of faith. No serious disaster has befallen the 

* As G. A. Smith says, the phonetics are wonderful-the
massive rolling repetitions, then a short sharp word with a choke 
and a snort in it. 
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invaders, such. as Isaiah seemed to foretel\ when 
he spoke of Tophet being prepared for them, 
or the high ones of stature being hewed down, 
or "I will break the Assyrian in My land" 
(Isa. 14. 24-25). The letter from Sennacherib 
to Hezekiah breathes out threatenings and 
slaughter, once agains recounts the cities which 
he has captured, and preaches, all too con
vincingly, the hopelessness of resistence. He 
will come back. 

Hezekiah spread the letter out before the 
Lord. His prayer is well known, is likely to be 
voiced by those in trouble to the end of time, 
concluding: "Now therefore, 0 Lord our God, 
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that Thou art the Lord, 
even Thou only." It is simple truth that the 
whole known world is watching the issue of 
this conflict with the ·keenest interest. 

Great was the relief and delight in the city 
when it became known that Isaiah had spoken 
again, and sent a long comforting message to 
the king and people. There is no rebuke now, 
no more warnings of death and disaster. It is 
an indignant triumph over Sennacherib. He 
has defied the Holy One of Israel, and that has 
been the ruin of him. His pride, his boasting, 
his insolence against the Lord, have provoked 
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Him to action: "Therefore will I put My hook 
in thy nose, and My bridle in thy lips,* and 
I will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
cam est." Then followed the clear and definite 
promise, that the Assyrians should not attack 
Jerusalem, but return to their own land. "For 
I will defend this city to save it, for Mine own 
sake, and for My servant David's sake." 

Comforted, chastened in spirit, repentant as 
the king and people were, however, when the 
amazing tidings came at last of what the Lord 
had done, and how He had fulfilled His word to 
the letter, and more, no one but Isaiah could 
believe it. What a day was that! Sennach
erib himself had gone down to Egypt ( to 
Pelusium, the frontier-fortress, if the story told 
by the Egyptians is to be trusted). All was w�ll 
with his army. He and his men were con
fident of victory in the future as in the past. 
His countless hosts, drawn from a score of 
different subordinate nations, Elam, Kir, and 
the rest, lay camped securely somewhere in 
southern J udcea. The fateful evening can1e; 
the angel of the Lord went forth into their 
serried ranks by night, and when they awoke in 
the morning they were all dead corpses-

* Assyrian sculptures often show the hook or bridle in the lips
of their captive. 
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I 8 5 ,ooo were dead of the pestilence. So 
Sennacherib went and returned and dwelt at 
Nineveh, and he never set foot in Judah again. 

The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts �ere gleaming in purple and gold, 
And the sheen of their spears was like stars on the sea, 
Where the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee. 

Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green 
That host with their banners at sunset was seen; 
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn has blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown! 

Note 
The disaster is one of the greatest in history. 

The Assyrian records pass it over in silence, but 
they do not claim to have captured Jerusalem, 
and they show Sennacherib suddenly at home 
again. Herodotus, the Greek historian, writing 
long afterwards (Her. 2. 141) mentions an 
Egyptian story of a terrible catastrophe befalling 
the Assyrian army in one night, said to be due 
to mice ( the Egyptian symbol for pestilence) 
gnawing their bowstrings. Either bubonic or 
pneumonic plague, or cholera, or the simoom, 
are capable of bringing about an enormous 
mortality very quickly, but we do not limit the 
Lord to known means. It is in favour of the 
plague hypothesis that the Egyptians are said by 
Herodotus to have erected a statue of Sethon 
at Memphis, to commemorate the event, with 
a mouse in one hand, and with the inscription: 

66 



The Assyrian Came Down 

"Whosoever looks at me, let him fear the gods." 
It is well known that epidemics of plague are 
heralded by a heavy mortality amongst rats 
and mice. 

Just where the Assyrian army was when the 
blow fell is uncertain. The late and garbled 
account given by the Egyptians to Herodotus 
gives the impression that it took place before 
Pelusium. The Bible story, however, defin
itely locates the catastrophe in Palestine (Isa. 
14. 25), and seems to point to somewhere near
Jerusalem, though it does not make it clear.
According to the lost history of the Chaldean
Berosus, quoted by Josephus (Ant. Jud. 10, I,

Sect. 5), "When Sennacherib was returning
from his Egyptian war to Jerusalem, he found
his army under Rab-shakeh his general in danger,
for God sent a pestilential distemper upon his
army; and on the very first night of the siege,
185,000 with their captains and generals, were
destroyed. So the king was in great dread and
in terrible agony at this calamity, and being in
great fear for his whole army, he fled with the
rest of his forces to his own kingdom."



CHAPTER V 

Afterthoughts 

NEEDLESS to say, the sensation in Jerusalem 
passes all description, when the tidings 

were so confirmed that none could doubt it 
any longer, and the spoil of various Assyrian 
camps began to be brought in, and the people, 
long shut up to the city and its immediate 
suburbs, found they could safely travel all over 
the country. Joy there was and thankfulness, 
but the overmastering feeling was one of awe. 
It was so obviously of the Lord. It brought 
Him so near, made Him so real. Those who 
had practically ruled Him out of count in the 
days gone by now dared scarcely breathe. 
The Temple was thronged with grateful wor
shippers. 

A vast company assembled to hear any 
further word from the mouth of Isaiah. One 
day about this time, he proclaimed the foil owing: 
"Woe unto thee that spoilest, and thou wast not 
spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they 
dealt not treacherously with thee! When thou 
hast ceased to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled." 
That is true enough. Every day weapons, or 
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food, or the goods stolen from a score of ran-

sacked cities, are brought in from the Assyrian 
camps. "At the noise of the tumult the peoples 
are fled; at the lifting up of Thyself the nations 
are scattered. . . . The Lord is exalted, for He 
dwelleth on high." Then the prophet reverted 
to the days of the terror. "His " (i.e. Heze
kiah's) "ambassadors of peace weep bittterly; 
the highways lie waste ... He hath broken the 
covenant, he hath despised the cities, he re
gardeth no man ... " All true; after accepting 
Hezekiah's tribute, the king of Assyria de
manded the surrender of the town. "Now 
will I arise, saith the Lord; now will I lift up 
mysel£ Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring 
forth stubble; your breath is a fire that shall 
devour you."* 

Then the prophet turned to his own country
men. "The sinners in Zion are afraid, trembling 
hath surprised the godless ones. Who among 
us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who 
among us shall dwell with the everlasting 
burnings?" Truly we shall need to walk 
softly before our God all our days, after such a 
display of His judgments. The Psalms crowd 
upon our memories, especially those that speak 
of the sinfulness of man, and the holiness of 

* If it were pneumonic plague, this would be literally true.
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God. But the voice goes on: "He that walketh 
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that 
despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh 
bdbery out of his hands, that stoppeth his ears 
from gloating over bloodshed, and shutteth his 
eyes from looking upon evil; he shall dwell on 
high; his place of defence shall be the munitions 
of rocks; his bread shall be given him; his 
waters shall be sure." 

Then he turned to the general audience, 
rejoicing in their new-found liberty. Their 
eyes shall see the king in his beauty, no longer 
clothed in sackcloth; they shall behold the far
spreading countryside, instead of being cooped 
up in the besieged city. What has become of 
the Assyrian officers who counted out the 
tribute money, and who went spying round 
our defences ? Their unintelligible stammering 
language is no more to be heard in all Judah, and 
Jerusalem-look upon her !-is once again a 
quiet habitation. Nineveh and Babylon are 
protected by their broad rivers, but the Lord 
has been to us a broader river, and no hostile 
fleet can row down to attack us; He is our 
King, and will save us. No longer will it be 
necessary to hoist the ensign that calls our 
people to rally against an invader. "Thy 
cables shall lie neglected; they shall not fix the 
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mast; they shall not spread the signal. Then 
shall the blind obtain great spoil, and the lame 
shall share the booty."* 

One outstanding conviction still lingers with 
us, and with all men in Jerusalem; how came it 
to pass that there was a man amongst us while 
kingdoms were overturning, while an un
conquered enemy had us at his mercy, while 
every fortified town in Judah was being swal
lowed up, who was sure of God? It was not so 
much that we were delivered, but, all along, 
Isaiah was sure of God. That was enough 
and more than enough, to make him an un
crowned king amongst men. What was the 
secret� Let us go quietly to him at his home, 
and try to learn it. No man ever talked less 
about himself; he is quite unlike most of the 
prophets in that respect, but he may tell us 
something if he is directly asked, and privately. 
And so the knowledge of it came to our ears. 

It was many years ago-in the far-off days 
when King Uzziah died. There was no Assyrian 
menace then. Judah was powerful and wealthy; 
no enemy was at all likely to attack her. Uzziah 
had reigned long and successfully, but there had 
been a shadow at the end. He had essayed to 
force his way into the Temple, in spite of the 
* So Kissane. The word translated "sail" usually means a flag.
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ren1onstrances of the godly priests, and the 
leprosy had then and there risen up in his fore
head. He himself hasted to go out, because the 
Lord had smitten him. He dwelt in a leper's 
house, and from it he was taken to his burial, 
for they said even at his funeral: "He is a leper." 
Very shortly after, the young man upon whom 
God would lay His hand to be His prophet 
had his vision of the mighty Divine Ordination. 
It seemed to him that he had entered the Holy 
of Holies, within the veil, and there, oppressed 
in spirit, he saw also the Lord, high and lifted 
up, and the skirts of His robe filled the Temple. 
The burning seraphim were standing around 
Him; there were six wings to each one, with 
two he covered his face, and with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. This 
one cried to that and said: "Qadhosh, Qadhosh, 
Qadhosh, Jehovah Tsebha' oth; the whole earth 
is full of His glory."* The vast structure 
of the Temple rocked to its foundations at the 
voices, and all things within became dim and 
shadowed as the house filled with smoke. The 
prophet seemed alone in the universe with his 
Creator; alone, here in the very Holy of Holies. 
The very seraphim dared not look on such a 

* We keep to the most literal translation of the Hebrew through
out chapter 6.
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sight; their faces were hidden in their wings. 
Here Uzziah had ventured presumptuously in, 
and the leprosy had risen up forthwith in his 
forehead. If the king was smitten for his sin; 
if the seraphim dared not behold; then unutter
ably conscious of sin and unworthiness in the 
presence of God-Isaiah can but groan in 
despair: "Woe is me, for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips." Who 
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? 
who shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 
When any poor son of Adam does by rare and 
great favour catch a glimpse of the Divine 
Majesty, and his dim eyes see the glory of God, 
the instant and universal effect is to convince 
him of moral leprosy, and to make him put a 
covering on his lip and cry: "Unclean, unclean." 

But, there is forgiveness with Thee, that 
Thou mayest be feared. Man can dwell with 
everlasting burnings. One of the seraphim 
flew down upon the smoking altar where the 
offerings for sin were burned, and took there
from with the tongs a red-hot glowing coal. 
He brought it swiftly to the trembling prophet. 
Would it utterly consume himr No, one 
burning, healing touch upon his lips, and the 
voice saying: "Lo, this hath touched thy lips, 
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and thine iniquity is corrected, and thy sin 
atoned for."* What a revulsion of feeling, to 
expect: one moment nothing but judgment, 
and the next, to taste again the calm of sin 
forgiven! So he was not to share the fate of 
Uzziah. 

But another voice is speaking now, the voice 
of the Lord Himself as if in council, seeking a 
messenger: "Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for Us?" Still overwhelmed with gratitude 
for forgiveness, barely realizing the grandeur of 
the commission for which he was asking, only 
conscious that the Lord wanted him, the young 
man replied: "Behold, me! Send me!" And 
the mighty ordination was granted him as a 
life-work. "Go tell this people." He, by 
personal decision, chose it. God sent him. 
"Here we have the secret of the filial freedom, 
the lifelong sense of responsibility, the regal 
power of initiative, the sustained and unfaltering 
career."t In the whole history of the world, 
it is difficult to think of any more far-reaching 
transaction between a man and his God. 

But the burden was a terrible one, and that 
was made clear to him from the first. He was 

* Y asar means to correct by reproof or discipline; kaphar
(primarily to cover) is the ordinary Levitical word for making 
atonement. 

t G. A. Smith. "Esaias is very bold," says St. Paul. 

74 



Afterthoughts 

to be no prophet of smooth things; not his like 
Moses to lead a rejoicing people out of bondage 
into a land flowing with milk and honey. T�e 
nation's heart is crass, its ears dull of spiritual 
hearing, its eyes smeared over; his message will 
but make them more callous; they will not 
convert nor be healed. All his days shall he 
stretch out his hands to a disobedient and gain
saying people. The dismayed prophet cries: 
"Lord, how long:" but like a distant crashing 
of doom comes the answer. "Until cities be 
waste without inhabitant . . . and the land be 
utterly desolate, and the Lord have removed 
men far away." Not even a fraction, not even 
the tenth part spoken of by Amos ( v. 3), shall 
escape. The nation shall be cut down, leafless, 
like a tree. But at last there is a word of hope; 
even a felled tree, such as an oak, or a terebinth, 
may sprout again, and from its stump another 

. 
may arise. 

The Lord has been gracious to us. Nearly 
every city but Jerusalem has been captured and 
the inhabitants carried off, but the judgment 
falls far short of Isaiah's vision. Can it be that 
there is more to follow� 

Needless to say, the prophet has brooded 
long and earnestly over every word of the 
vision. The rejection, the desolations that 

7S 



In the Days �( the Prophet Isaiah 

should follow, the deportation, and the resur
rection of the holy seed, all entered into his soul, 
and became the groundwork of his message. 
It is not surprising that when shortly afterwards 
the Angel of Life visited his home, he called the 
child by the strange name of Shear-jashub
" the remnant shall return." But even in these 
days of deliverance from the Assyrian invader, 
we do not quite see the bearing of all this. 
Isaiah has evidently a burden of the Lord for 
times that we have not yet seen, and that may 
never come in the lifetime of himself or his 
contemporaries. 

So the prophet was sure of God. To him, 
as to some others in different ages, came the 
divine illumination. How? Always there have 
been certain elements in common. The assur
ance of the majesty and holiness of God; dismay 
at personal sin; forgiveness; the sure sense of 
a mission and a message. 

Another little piece of spiritual history we 
can deduce from a reading of his earliest pro
phetic writings. At the age when young men 
see visions and build their castles in the air
built often of mere selfishness-he too saw his 
vision and built his ideal castle. But it was for 
God and the nation, not for hims el£ "It shall 
come to pass in the after-days that the mountain 
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of the Lord's house shall become fixed at the 
head of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills, and all the nations shall stream 
unto it ... And He shall judge between the 
nations, and arbitrate for many peoples, and they 
shall beat their swords into ploughshares . . . 
neither shall they learn war any more" (Isa. 
2. 1-5).

Alas for young men's visions! A little more
experience of a cold, hard, disillusioned, wicked 
world, such as the succeeding chapters reveal, 
was enough to show that a long weary way 
must be trodden before the dream should come 
true. But the mouth of the Lord had spoken 
it, and though the way might be long, the end 
was certam. 

As we may gather from his writings, the 
prophet had another source of strength and 
inspiration, and that was the ancient literature 
of his nation, instinct with the breath of God. 
He speaks of Adam, Noah and the Deluge, 
Abraham and Sarah, Sodom, the bondage in 
Egypt and the incidents of the exodus, the 
history of the Judges and of David's reign, the 
earlier prophets (Isa. 43. 27; 5 I. 3 ; 54. 9; 29. 22;

51. 2; 13. 19; 4. 5; II. 16; 43. 16-17; 48. 21;
51. 9-10; 52. 4; 63. 9-13; 9. 4; IO. 26; 28. 21).
There are quotations or references, more or
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less plain, to the wording of Genesis, Exodus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Job, the Psalms, Hosea, 
Joel and Micah (45. 12, 18; 48. 19; 65. 25; 
12. 2; 50. 2; l. 2; 5. 26; 17. 10; 30. 29; 22. 22;
5 I. 6 ; 4 3 · I I ; 3 4. 2-4 ; 2. 4) .

The crisis was over now, and a time of com
parative peace and security succeeded, until the 
evil day when Hezekiah died, and his wicked 
son Manasseh came to the throne. In his old 
age, we hear that the Spirit of God moving in the 
prophet has detached him from contemporary 
history, and moved him once more, as at his 
call, and as in his early conflicts with Ahaz, to 
speak of the nation as if already deported, of the 
return of the remnant (after whom he named his 
eldest son), and of the Servant of Jehovah, 
vicarious Sufferer but victorious King. 



Brief Excursus on 
Conte1nporary History 

UNTIL the middle of the last century 
almost all we knew about the kings of 

Assyria was contained in the Bible, and in the 
remote and unreliable notices in the writings 
of Greek historians. So mighty a monarch as 
Sargon was entirely unknown to us, apart 
from the reference in Isaiah 20. I, and it was 
open for any critic to find fault with the in
spired narrative, without any outside means of 
checking his theories. But in 1842 the French 
explorer Botta commenced to dig in the mounds 
of Khorsabad, though sorely hampered by the 
hostility of the natives and lack of funds and 
appliances. He brought to light an immense 
palace, full of the most wonderful sculptures, 
including many of the famous Assyrian winged 
bulls, which had been erected by Sargon. There 
were no less than two miles of statues and en
gravings in stone. Shortly afterwards Layard 
and others excavated the ruins of the palaces of 
Sennacherib and other Assyrian kings, a1so full 
of sculptures, many of which are in the British 
Museum. More important still, there were 
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lifelike statues of the kings themselves, engaged 
in their various occupations, and inscriptions 
giving the official history of their reigns. 
Amongst other things, several copies have been 
discovered of the Assyrian Eponym Calendar, 
which gives the name of an officer ("limmu") 
for every year, and often a catalogue of the 
outstanding events of the year, so that we have 
a very accurate means of dating the history 
both of the Assyrians and of the Jews. 

Tiglath-Pileser II (745-727 B.c.). A great 
warrior. He introduced the custom of carrying 
away captive the whole population of a country 
he had conquered, and putting in fresh settlers 
transplanted from elsewhere. In ordinary, al

though captives taken in war were mutilated 
or put to death with barbarous cruelty, the 
transported peoples were fairly well treated. 

He began by subduing Babylonia, and 
assumed the title of king of Babylon. After 
conqu·ering some Armenian tribes, he besieged 
Arpad (near Aleppo), and took it after three 
years. Then he descended on Syria, and his 
records state that the kings of Ha1nath, Damas
cus, Tyre, and Minihimmi of Samaria ( evi
dently Menahem) paid him tribute (2 Kings 
15. 19-20). Later, we read: "Pakaha (Pekah)
their king I killed, and Ausa I placed over them."
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Ahaz' tribute is mentioned. He also overran 
Galilee ( 2 Kings I 5. 29). The annals next 
describe the capture of Damascus, after a long 
siege (cf. Isa� 7. 16; 10. 9; 17. 1). In 727 B.c., 
Tiglath-Pileser died. The delight which this 
event caused in Palestine is ref erred to in Isa. 
14. 29-3 I. But it was short-lived.

Shalmaneser IV ( 727-722). His ascension was
the signal for a general revolt in Syria and 
Palestine, backed by the new Ethiopian king 
who exercised an overlordship over Egypt, 
Shabaka (the So' of 2 Kings 17. 4). He had to 
lay siege to Tyre again, and also to Samaria. 

Sargon (722-705 ). Samaria was taken in his 
second year, 721, and 27,280 captives carried 
off. Next year, he thoroughly chastised Shabaka 
of Egypt at Raphia, near Gaza. Tyre fell and 
Hamath was conquered and colonized by Assyri
ans. The succeeding years do not concern us; 
he was busy fighting in the north. In his later 
years he sent his Tartan or chief general to 
Ashdod (c£ Isa. 20. 1). He claims also to be 
"the conqueror of the land of Judah, whose 
situation is remote." Some scholars believe 
that part of the prophecies which are usually 
taken to refer to Sennacherib's invasion may in 
fact be concerned with an attack on Jerusalem 
by Sargon. If so, we have no details either in 
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the Bible or the monuments. He conquered 
Babylon, which had rebelled under Merodach
Baladan. His last years were spent in building 
and beautifying his wonderful palace at Khor
sabad, where finally he was murdered. 

Sennacherib (705-681). This king was 
Sargon's son. The monuments show him as 
a short, stout, powerfully built man, with the 
usual square-cut hair and square Assyrian beard, 
and a large nose. His first campaign was 
against Merodach-Baladan of Babylon and his 
allies the Elamites, and he claims complete 
success. Various wars in the north followed. 
In 701 he had leisure to turn his attention to 
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, all of which had 
been conspiring against him again. The people 
of Ekron had expelled their king Padi, the 
Assyrian nominee, and he was imprisoned by 
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. Sennacherib marched 
down by way of the coast, reducing Sidon on 
the way, subdued Philistia, and besieged Lachish 
and many other Hebrew cities. There is in 
the British Museum a bas-relief of the siege of 
Lachish, from Nineveh. Recent exploration 
has found on the site the crest of a helmet just 
like those of the Assyrian soldiers in the sculpture. 
Then the record states : "the kings of Egypt had 
gathered together the archers, the chariots, the 
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horses of the king of Meroe, a force without 
number ... and the line of battle was placed 
before me over against Altakn." Sennacherib 
claims a victory but the account lacks the usual 
details of his captures. Just afterwards, we find 
him back at Nineveh, the court chronicler 
glossing over the reason why. 

The most interesting and relevant part of his 
inscription reads as follows: "But Hezekiah of 
Judah, who had not submitted to my yoke, 
I besieged 46 of his strong cities, fortresses, and 
small cities of their environs without number 
(and) by casting down their walls (?) . . . I took 
them. 200,150 men, young (and) old, male 
and female, horses, mules, asses, ca1nels, oxen 
and sheep without number I brought out from 
them, I counted them as spoil. Himself I shut 
up like a caged bird in Jerusalem his royal city; 
the walls I fortified against him (and) whosoever 
came out of the gates of the city I turned back. 
His cities, which I had plundered, I divided 
from his land and gave them to Mitinti, king of 
Ashdod, to Padi, king of Ekron, and to Tsil
bal, king of Gaza, and (thus) diminished his 
territory. To the former tribute, paid yearly, 
I added the tribute of alliance of my lordship 
and laid that upon him. Hezekiah himself was 
overwhelmed by the fear of the brightness of 
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n1y lordship; the Arabians and his other faithful 
warriors whom as a defence for Jerusalem his 
royal city he had brought in, fell inco fear. 
With 3 o talents of gold (and) 800 talents of 
silver, precious stones ... a heavy treasure and 
his daughters, his women of the palace, his 
yonng men and yonng women, to Nineveh the 
city of my lordship, I caused to be brought after 
me, and he sent his ambassadors to give tribute 
and to pay homage." 

In his later years he had once again to deal 
with Merodach-Baladan, and this time he 
finally disposed of him. The Babylonians, 
now nnder a new king, Suzub, were totally 
defeated, with their Elamite allies, and Babylon 
razed to the ground. In the year 68 I, he was 
murdered by his sons. 

Esarhaddon, Asshurbanipal, and several smaller 
kings followed. In 606, * the Assyrian empire 
came to an end at the hands of the Medes and 
Babylonians. 

Egyptian History. 
For fifty years, about this time, Egypt was 

ruled by kings from Ethiopia, who exercised 
an overlordship over the numerous petty 
kinglets of the Nile delta (22 in Asshurbanipal's 

* In 1923, a tablet was discovered which seems to make the date
612.
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time). Shabaka ascended the throne the year 
before Shalmaneser became king of Assyria, 
and three or four years later he conquered the 
lower Nile · valley and delta. He died about 
712, and was succeeded by Shabatok in Egypt 
and Tirhakah in Ethiopia. It was during their 
reigns that the battle of Altaku was fought. 
Tirhakah became ruler of the whole country 
in 693. Esarhaddon invaded Egypt about 672, 
turned the flank of Tirhakah's army, and 
completely defeated him. All Egypt was over
run as far as the First Cataract, thousands of 
prisoners taken away, and Tirhakah driven 
into his own country (cf. Isa. 19. 20 ). After 
various efforts, which met with only temporary 
success, to resume his sway over Egypt, he was 
defeated by Asshurbanipal, and died in 667, in 
Ethiopia. 



Analysis of the Book of Isaiah 

CHAPTER 1 .-General preface written in 
a time of invasion and distress (v. 7), 

probably during the Syro-Ephraimitic War. 
Well named "The Great Arraignment." Verse 7 
is prophetic, not past. 

Chapters 2-5.-In a time of fair prosperity, 
probably the early part of the reign of Ahaz, 
or possibly, shortly before the death of Uzziah. 
Chapter 2. 6, is difficult; the text may be 
corrupt. Kissane thinks the original sense may 
have been: "Thou hast abandoned the Rock of 
thy refuge; the house of Jacob is like the Phil
istines, and like the children of strangers. For 
their land is filled with silver and gold." (See 
pp. 13, 16, .23). 

Chapter 6.-The prophet's call, just after 
death of Uzziah; but written and published at 
a later period. (See p. 71 ). 

Chapters 7-9.-During the Syrian invasion 
in reign of Ahaz. (Seep. 26). 

Chapter 10.-In the reign of Hezekiah, not 
long before Sennacherib's invasion (possibly, 
however, in Sargon's time). (Seep. 48). 
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Chapters 11-12.-A prophecy of future 
national prosperity and restoration, before the 
deportation of the ten tribes. 

Chapters 13-14. 23.-A woe upon Babylon. 
According to the Modernists, written during 
the Exile. If that were true, surely the Persians 
would be mentioned, as well as the Medes. 
Assuming, as we do, the substantial unity of the 
whole book and the Isaian authorship, it may be, 
like the later chapters, that it was written late 
in his life, by a projection forwards into the 
future. Some believe that the king of Babylon 
ref erred to is Tiglath-Pileser, who took the title 
after capturing Babylon. It is in favour of this 
hypothesis that the succeeding verses ref er to 
Assyria; against it, that the Medes are spoken of 
as the conquerors. Kissane suggests that Isaiah 
originally spoke of the king of Assyria, but that 
the editor, during the Exile, with the sufferings 
of the Jews at the hand of Nebuchadnezzar fresh 
in his mind, altered it to king of Babylon. 
The Medes took a share in the destruction 
both of Nineveh and of Babylon. 

Chapter 14. 24-27.-Reign of Hezekiah, 
before the invasion. (See p. 64). 

Chapter 14. 28-32.-Dated in the year that 
Ahaz died. Tiglath-Pileser is just dead, hence 
the rejoicing. 
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Chapters 15-16.-Against Moab. Date un
certain. The epilogue is dated three years 
before the overthrow of Moab, probably in 
the reign of Sargon. Note that the heathen 
nations are morally judged of the Lord; notice, 
also, that the prophet's heart is broken for them. 

Chapter 17. 1-11.-The imminent ruin of 
Damascus and Ephraim. Probably not long 
after their confederacy against Ahaz. 

Chapter 17. 12-14.-Sennacherib's army is 
on the march. ( See p. 62). 

Chapter 18.-The Ethiopian embassy in the 
reign of Hezekiah. (See p. 43). 

Chapters 19-20.-Against the Egyptian alli
ance, uttered in the days of Hezekiah and 
Sargon. (See p. 41 ). Yet how astonishing, 
and what a foretaste of the universality of the 
Gospel, is the promise that Egypt, Israel and 
Assyria shall share and share alike in the blessing 
of God! 

Chapter 21.-0racles against Babylon, Edom, 
the Arabian tribes. Perhaps in the reign of 
Sargon, who took Babylon by siege. This was 
a great disaster to Judah, as it freed Assyria to 
attack them next. The prophecy. against Edom 
means: "How much of the night is passed?" 
The watchman replies: "The morning draws 
near, but another and longer night follows"-

ss 



Analysis oj the Book of Isaiah 

Edom has for centuries past been an arid and 
stony desert. The prophecy against Arabia 
shows us the caravans hiding in the desert, 
secretly fed by the nomads, for fear of the 
Assyrian army. 

Chapter 22.-Uttered whilst Sennacherib's 
army was approachingJerusalem. (See pp. 52, 57). 

Chapter 23 .-Against Tyre. Uttered after 
the sack of Babylon by the Assyrians; probably 
the siege by Sennacherib being meant ( c£ 
v. I 3). Kissane thinks that the reference to the
land of the Chaldeans, which comes in rather
strangely, was added by an editor with the siege
of Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar in mind. Tyre
was besieged again and again-by Sennacherib,
by two later Assyrian kings, and by Nebuchad
nezzar-but the island of Tyre survived all
these assaults. He translates v. Io: "Cross over
to the land of Kittim, 0 ship of Tarshish; there
is no haven more."

Chapters 24-27.-A general prophecy of 
God's judgments, and the mercy of His restora
tion. Date very uncertain. 

Chapter 28.-About 724 B.C. After glancing at 
the imminent fate of Samaria, the prophet con
tends with the drunken rulers of Jerusalem. (p. 38). 

Chapters 29, 30, 31.-During the reign of 
Hezekiah, before the Sennacherib invasion. 

89 



In the Days of the Prophet Isaiah 

W amings against the proposed Egyptian alliance. 
(See pp. 44, 51). 

Chapter 3 2.-The Messianic reign and pros
perity, but after a visitation of judgment. Pro
bably in the same period as the preceding chapters. 

Chapter 3 3 .-Looking back; just after the 
destruction and departure of the Assyrian host. 
(See p. 68). 

Chapter 34.-The desolations coming upon 
the Gentile nations, especially Edom. Not 
without also a reference to the final judgments 
spoken of in Rev. 19. 11-21. 

Chapter 3 5 .-Future glory, only perfectly 
to be f11lfi11ed in Rev. 20, 21, 22. 

Chapters 36-39.-Historical portion, embody
ing several contemporary prophecies of Isaiah. 

Chapters 40-48.-General theme is Return 
from the Exile. Contrast between the greatness 
of God, and the folly of idols and idol-makers. 

Chapters 49-53.-The Lord's Servant; His
sufferings and glory. 

Chapters 54-56.-Words of comfort and
invitation. 

Chapters 57-59.-Appeal -to the ungodly in 
Israel. 

Chapters 60-62.-Millennial.
Chapters 63-66.-Appeals to the Lord for 

His help, and His answer. 
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Date and Authorship of 
Isaiah xl to lxvi 

UNTIL a hundred years ago it was generally 
agreed that these chapters were written 

by Isaiah, the statesman-prophet of the reign 
of Hezekiah. Then, on account of the detailed 
prophecies relating to the time of the return 
from the Exile, and also certain differences in 
style between the earlier and the later chapters, 
and the new subjects introduced, such as that of 
the Servant of the Lord, many became convinced 
that the author must have been an otherwise 
unknown and unnamed prophet living in exile 
about the time when Cyrus allowed the Jews 
to go home. But once it had been conceded 
that a large part of the Book of Isaiah nught 
have been written centuries after his death, it 
was pointed out that an ascription to two 
authors was too simple. Passages like Chapter 
14 refer to the going down of the king of 
Babylon to the shades as if he were a world 
power like Nebuchadnezzar. Certain chapters 
at the end of the book that ref er to child sacri
fice, and to forms of idolatry in gardens and 
graveyards, with eating of swine's flesh, seem 
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to belong to the days of the last degenerate 
kings rather than to the Exile or even the post
exilic period. So the theory most widely 
accepted now is that the book is a com position, 
by many authors, spread over several centuries. 
Only 262 out of 1,292 verses are allowed by 
radical critics to come from Isaiah himself. 
These are to be found in Chapters I, 3, 5, 6, 
7, 10, 17, 18, 20, 22, and 30, with a few besides. 
Probably few hold at the present time the simple 
theory of two writers, Isaiah and Deutero-Isaiah. 
The choice lies between one prophet, or many. 

In the first place, we may ask, is it likely that 
poems from so many authors, some long, some 
short, should have been bound up, for no 
apparent reason, with che published work of 
Isaiah, who lived a century or two before, and 
that they should soon be regarded as his authen
tic writings? To quote from Kissane, could 
something of this sort have happened to Dante's 
Divina Commedia? Would these gifted pro
phets have eluded all notice in the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah? Writing of Isaiah, about 
190 B.c., the author of Ecclesiasticus (48. 55 ), 
says : "With a great spirit he saw the things 
that are to come to pass at last, and comforted 
the mourners in Zion. He showed what should 
come to pass for ever, and secret things before 
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they came." When the Septuagint (Greek) 
version was made, about 150 B.c., or earlier� the 
b�ok was already in its present form. It is 
quoted by Josephus (Ant. Jud., II, I, 1-2), 
and Fourth Maccabees (18. 14). Josephus says 
that Cyrus was shown Isaiah's prophecies and 
was much impressed by them. 

Between the earlier and the later prophecies 
there are differences of diction, but some 
notable resemblances. The differences might 
be due to the fact that the treatises are longer and 
less fragmentary, and the prophet may have 
been much older. The phrase: "The Holy One 
of Israel" is used thirteen times in Isaiah I to 3 9, 
fourteen times in 40 to 64, only five times 
elsewhere in the Old Testament. The word 
tohu, meaning "waste" or "confusion," is found 
three times in the earlier section, eight in the 
later, and nine in the rest of the Old Testament. 
Another favourite word is Zion for Jerusalem 
(eighteen times), and "highway," seven times, 
and these are scattered throughout the book. 

There are some characteristic ideas in comn1on. 
Amongst these are the constant warnings of 
national desolation and exile, followed by the 
return of a remnant; the advent of the Messiah 
and His kingdom on earth; in that kingdom 
period the great carnivores shall cease to hurt 
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or destroy (Isa. 1 I. 6-8; 65. 25); the nation is 
sick and needs healing (1, 5, 6; 6. 10; 57. 18, 19); 
they are suffering from a judicial blindness and 
deafness (6. 10; 29. 18; 32. 3; 35. 5; 42. 7, 18). 

A very important argument is derived from 
the metre and general arrangement. According 
to Kissane, the metre consists of phrases or 
sentences showing a "balance of thought," 
arranged in either two or three lines; sometimes 
there is a repetition of the sense, sometimes a 
contrast. These are united into strophes of 
equal length, and a collection of strophes makes 
up a poem dealing with a particular theme. 
Thus in the first chapter, there are two poems, 
each of five strophes, of four verses each. In 
Chapter 3 3, they are odd and even, two and 
three verses alternating. Poems do not, how
ever always contain the same type of strophe. 
"This regular metrical system running through
out the book cuts right across the fragment 
theory." The strophic form is well seen in 
Isaiah 52. 13-15, and 53. In Chapters 40-66, 
there are ten sections each dealing with a con
nected theme; at the end of each section there 
is a little poem or summary, just as Chapter 12

concludes a section in the earlier part of the book. 
The arguments advanced so far may not be 

regarded as conclusive. It is maintained by 
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exponents of the fragment theory that the whole 
atmosphere of the later part of the book is that 
of the Exile. "Our holy and beautiful house, 
wherein our fathers worshipped Thee, is burned 
with fire." Cyrus is mentioned by name. 
The return to the land sanctioned by him is 
definitely described. This, it is claimed, goes 
beyond the province of prophecy. It may be 
pointed out, however, that if it was written 
after the event, it is strange that though the 
Medes are mentioned, the Persians are not. 
And let it be observed that Isaiah, more than the 
other prophets, does foretell the future. He 
foretold the coming overthrow of the northern 
kingdom of Syria, as well as of Moab, Tyre, 
Edom, Egypt, and other lands. He foretold 
that the Assyrians would come, but that 
they would fail to take Jerusalem. The 
Christian will recognize the striking testi
mony to the Virgin Birth of our Lord, in the 
earlier chapters, and to His rejection, atoning 
sacrifice, burial and resurrection in the fifty
third chapter. It is remarkable that at the 
beginning of the prophet's ministry, when he 
received his commission, it was revealed to him 
that only a remnant of the nation would survive, 
and the land would become utterly desolate. 
He gave his eldest son the most unusual but 
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very significant name of Shear-Jashub, "A 
remnant shall return." If this does not mean 
that he was constantly looking forward to exile 
and return, what else can it mean? 

Moreover, in Isaiah more often than anywhere 
else the ability to fore tell the future is advanced 
as evidence that God is speaking through the 
prophet. "I am God, and there is none like 
Me, declaring the end · from the beginning, 
and from ancient times things that are not yet 
done, saying, My counsel shall stand and I will 
do all My pleasure" (Isa. 46. 9, 10. See also 
41. 21-23, 26; 42. 9, 23; 44. 7, 8; 45. 3, rr;
48. 3, 5, 6, 14, 15, 16). Isaiah says: "Bind the
testimony, seal the law among· my disciples,
and I will wait for the Lord .... Now go, write
it before them on a tablet, and inscribe it in a
book, that it may be for the time to come for
ever and ever .... Who is there among you that 
will give ear to this? That will hearken and hear 
for the time to come?" (Isa. 8. 16; 30. 8; 42. 23). 

It is when we examine the references to the 
prophecies in the New Testament, however, 
that the real strength of the argument for the 
unity of the book appears. Quotations are 
numerous, and the divine inspiration of the 
prophetic writings is plainly recognized. Isaiah 
is quoted by name twenty-one times, and the 
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quotations are often from the later chapters. 
Christ Himself quotes the prophet by name 
three times ( omitting duplicates in two gospels) ; 
these quotations are from Chapters 6, 29, and 
42. On a notable occasion He took His text
from Isaiah's sixty-first chapter. We may note
for special attention the Evangelist's comment
in John 12. 37-41, where the "sayings" of
Isaiah are quoted twice by name, first from the
fifty-third and then from the sixth chapters.
The conclusion seems inevitable that the New
Testament writers, themselves divinely guided,
regarded the prophecies of the book as a unity,
and Isaiah the author. With this conviction
our Lord is in accord.

This is not to insist that the book must of 
necessity have been published exactly in its 
present form in the prophet's lifetime. That 
would be contrary to the analogy of other books 
both of Old and New Testaments. There is 
evidence in the New Testament of the incoming, 
here and there, of changes in the Greek text, 
usually in the form of marginal additions, so 
that somewhere about the end of the third 
century a kind of editing became necessary. 
This resulted in what is called the Greek Textus 
Receptus, with which the Latin Vulgate and 
Syriac Peshito usually agree. This is the text 
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that underlies the English Authorized Version. 
But between the reigns of King James and Queen 
Victoria, ancient documents came to light 
which made it possible to restore the Greek 
text nearly, if not quite, to that of the original 
autographs. This is the· text which underlies 
the English and American Revised Versions. 
Some early copyists' errors were pruned away. 
Examples are John 5. 4; Acts 8. 37; I John 5. 7. 
It is uncertain if the story of the Woman taken 
in Adultery was part of the original John's 
Gospel, though no one ought to have any doubt 
about the inspiration and the historical truth 
of that wonderful narrative. 

So, too, in the Old Testament. In Deuter
onomy, we may suppose, an editor may have 
added to the addresses of Moses the account of 
his death. The Book of Psalms has been ar
ranged by an editor, who has added a verse or 
two to conclude each of the five main collections, 
and he probably contributed the musical 
directions, and the notes on authorship. 

It may well be that the prophecies of Isaiah, 
both those in the earlier and the later chapters, 
were cast into their present form by an editor 
or editors. The historical portions, Chapters 
3 6 to 39, would appear to have been taken from 
the Book of Kings, with which they are in 
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almost verbal agreement, and in that case must 
have been added after the destruction of Jeru
salem by Nebuchadnezzar. But where did the 
author of the Book of Kings obtain his informa
tion? We know that the prophets were often 
historians, and we are definitely told (2 Chron. 
3 2. 3 2) that Isaiah was the chronicler of the reign 
of Hezekiah, so he furnished both the prophecies, 
in poetic form, and also the prose history, or at 
any rate the raw material for the history. 

Exactly how much is original and how much 
is due to an editor in the O Id Testament books 
is not an easy question to answer. We have 
not the same wealth of early documents and 
versions for the Old Testament that we are 
enriched with for the New. Nor is there any 
reason to conclude that the editorial additions 
were not inspired. They had already found 
their way into the text in our Lord's time. 
But it is quite possible that the "atmosphere of 
the Exile" found in some later chapters of 
Isaiah may be due to an editor of that period. 

We offer, then, the following conclusions: that 
the prophecies as a whole were uttered by Isaiah 
and the book is a unity; that he also furnished 
the material for the historical portions; but that 
the collections may have been cast into their 
present form by an editor at a much later date. 

99 



The Sudenik Manuscript 

I
N the spring of 1948, some Arabs found a
sealed jar in a cave near the Dead Sea, which 

amongst other very ancient manuscripts con
tained a Hebrew copy of the whole book of 
Isaiah. The form of the lettering, according to 
such information as is at present available, seems 
to show that jt was written early in the Mac
cabaean period, in the second century B.C. In 
that case it is a thousand years older than any 
other copy of the book, and indeed older than 
any other Biblical manuscript. Up till now, 
the earliest known has been a fragment of Deut
eronomy, the Nash papyrus, thought to be late 
Maccabaean. Photographs of the new copy of 
Isaiah are now being studied by Professor Albright 
in America. Already it is demonstrated that the 
later chapters were bound up together with the 
earlier long before New Testament times. When 
the text is available, it is to be hoped and expected 
that many passages in the prophecy now obscure, 
will be made plain. 

ANTIQUITY. September, 1948, 87, 160. 
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Hezekiah's Jerusalem 

J
ERUSALEM in the days of the Kings was

built upon a hill jutting out between two 
valleys and overlooking their confluence; the 
valley of the Son .of Hinnom on the west and 
south, and the brook Kidron on the east. The 
sides of the valleys were quite steep. The hill 
itself was divided by a shallower valley, the 
Tyropoean, running down towards the south
east, to join the other two at their confluence. 
On the heights of the eastern hill stood Solomon's 
Temple. Just south of this was a shallow 
depression, then the hill on which the old 
Jebusite stronghold stood, called after his capture 
of it the City of David. On the western hill
was the newer town, dating perhaps from the 
time of Solomon. There was a wall roughly 
following the crests of the hills, crossing the 
Tyropoean valley high up where it was shallow, 
and another wall running across the outlet of the 
valley at a low l�vel. The course of the northern 
wall of the town is not known. 

Ancient towns were only habitable when they 
were near a reliable water supply. The stream 
that descended the Tyropoean valley was 
small and often dried up. The principal source 
of water, apart from rain water collected in 
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innumerable cisterns, was the "Virgin's Foun
tain" ( Gihon), issuing from a cave on the 
western side of the Kidron valley, under the 
City of David. Outside the town wall, at the 
south-east angle, where it crossed the bottom 
of the Tyropoean valley, was the Old Pool, 
fed, partly at least, by such water as descended 
the valley. Thus Sennacherib might make use 
both of this and of the "Virgin's Fountain," 
and the besieged would have nothing. So 
Hezekiah constructed a new reservoir, the "pool 
of Siloam," a little higher up the valley, to 
"gather the waters of the old pool" ; this new 
pool was in the space spoken of as "between 
the two walls." Also, a tunnel, 1,758 feet long, 
was hastily constructed-its turns and irregu
larities still show how difficult the excavators 
found it to make a meeting in the middle-to 
bring the water from the "Virgin's Fountain" 
to the new pool of Siloam. This is still func
tioning after 2,600 years. On its walls the 
Siloam inscription was found in 1880.

There had once been a shaft running from the 
middle of the Jebusite city down to the "Virgin's 
Fountain," now called Warren's Shaft. Through 
this, it would appear, Joab got into the strong
hold. Probably so dangerous a passage was 
by this time stopped up. 
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