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I THINK it is profitable to take account of
where we stand in the ways of God.
One
cannot help thinking that in all times those
who had any real concern as to the testimony
of God have been exercised as to where they
stand in the ways-of God.
One indulges the
hope, I think with grounds which the Holy
Spirit encourages, that being as we are in
the end of the age, we are not so far off from
the actual coming of the Lord. One’s thoughts
have been a good deal turned that way of
late,

and

so

I have

turned

to

this

scripture

what

is in one

with the sense that in the ways of God there

is no break

in continuity,

but

period of time overlaps in the ways of God,
and is connected with what is immediately
to follow.
I think that is a principle which
we find in scripture,

and

if so,

it follows that

we are standing in some relation to that
which is to be introduced in divine power
in its proper moment to take the place of the
ground which we now occupy.

Now, it is well

of
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worth considering, if that be so, what effect our

life and our spirit is to have upon that which is
to succeed us. It is that which I want to bring
before you at this time.
To illustrate perhaps my meaning, I go
back before the coming of the Lord, in the
days
of Malachi—most
significant
days.
Malachi was used to give the last utterance
of revelation in what we call Old Testament
We see inditimes, and what do we see?
viduals, and concerning them it is said, ‘‘ Then

they

that

feared

the

Lord

spake

often

one

to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written

before him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon his name.
And they
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
that
day
when
I make
up my
jewels.”
In that time the line of the testimony was
projected out into the darkness, to traverse
for a long period of time waters which were
uncharted and to go through dangers against
which there were no lighthouses and the like,

but that line of testimony emerged out of
the darkness precisely in the same character.
In

other

words,

you

see

that

although

out-

wardly there are no sigus left to them and no
record, yet when the remnant come into view
in Luke

ii., tii., it is precisely

in the character

of

who

who

those

fear

the

Lord,

think

upon
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hearkening

and

hearing, and He is setting great store by it;
so that Zacharias, Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph,
Simeon, ‘Anna, and they who looked for
redemption in Jerusalem are all just in that
character.

When we come to the beginning of Acts,
we find ten days in which the disciples are
left

to

themselves;

the

Lord

do?

They cling together ; they are in a cluster

Holy Spirit is not yet come.
and they

continue

with

one

is gone—the

What do they

accord in prayer,

and the Lord takes them up in that way.
The Holy Spirit comes and He attaches Himself, and baptises all that which was of Christ

into one body

and things go on.

that

Lord

Now we are at the end
to succeed us, and what
of the present moment
come in?
I think that
question for us, for one
when

the

of the age. What is
is to be the influence
on that which is to
is a very important
indulges in the hope

does

come,

He

will

find

that which is adequate and which is worthy
of the glorious occasion.
One does not so
much get an analogy from the days of Malachi
and the opening of I,uke, for the reason that
we reckon now on the abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is the
mighty, living influence which will see to it
that,

when

the

Ird

comes,

the

response

6
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to His own wondrous, precious love is worthy
of Himself.
What I had in mind in calling attention
to these scriptures was to suggest what is
the way the Lord keeps alive through periods
of adversity and prosperity, through times of
deadness

and

times

of

vitality,

that

which

ensures the living power of the testimony.
I think we get that in Acts vi. and vii—a
The outward attack
very interesting time.
of Satan in connection with Ananias and
Sapphira
made
practically
no
impression,
other than to cause great fear to fall upon
all who were within the radius of what had
taken place.
But there is another thing that had taken
place of a different character.
In chapter vi.
we read of widows;
allowed to make a

tion of the incident
It is true there
dwell on that;

and perhaps I
moral use and

recorded

may be
applica-

in this chapter.

was murmuring, but I do not
I want rather to direct vour

attention to the moral thought
which is
suggested by widowhood—a
feature which
if the church had remained true to Christ
would have been characteristic of her during
the whole period of His absence.
I hope we

understand

the

widow

spirit.

‘lhe

first in-

ternal rift or breach, so to speak, comes in
One thinks
in connection with the widows.
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iu connection with widows in the world’s
affairs that they are regarded as a difficulty,
but when one thinks of them in connection
with divine affairs it is as something exhibiting
a spirit which is very precious to Christ and
therefore to be reckoned with, and by no
means to be treated as of small account.
There were widows of those who were from

amongst the Hebrew converts and from those

who

were from the converts of the Hellenists.

There was a feeling that certain were being
discriminated against.
A small matter, you

might say, and easily adjusted.
But when
one looks back on the history in the outward
aspect of the assembly, bear this in mind,
that the origin of all the trouble, and disorder,
and lawlessness, and grief, and shame which
arose in the history of the church’ was found

in the question as to how a few widows should
be fed.
First of all I would like to say a word about
that widow spirit. I do not mean it is confined
to actual widows.
What does the Spirit of
God say about one who is a widow indeed?
She is desolate, she trusteth in God, and she
continues in prayers and supplications night
and day. Now look at it, not as a question
of individuals, but as an
phere which there is in

and

that

atmosphere

element, an atmosthe house of God,

may

be

expressed

in

THE
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this way;
Christ

is
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there is desolation

not

here;

there

is

of heart because
the

sense,

the

genuine sense, of grief in the absence of Christ
and desire for Him.
‘Then there is a further
element—the

trust

in

God,

which

this present

and

we

have

to

but

is

take account that trust in God is not a feature

marks

evil world

confined to the children of God.
It is the
widow spirit, but it is only found in the children of God.
.
Then,

too,

she

in

and

continues

instant

in prayers

and stipplications.
You have heard it many
a time and I repeat it once more: in the gospels we get three widows. ‘We get the widow
with the desolate spirit: her head is gone ;
The power of death
her only son is gone.

has

come

sense

of

done

its worst,

and

she

is

going out at the gate of the city following the
bier when the Lord meets her, and coming
in with His compassions, He removes the
desolation,

and

fills

up

the

heart

that was in the sadness of it. That is the one
widow.
Now the other widow, she trusted in God ;
how beautiful that is!
‘There the Lord sits

over against the treasury and watches how
the people put into the treasury.
One loves
to think of it! The blessed Lord takes account

of the smallest thing there is amongst us
that has its relation to His interests and the

OF

DIVINE

TESTIMONY,

9

interests of God. Let us stop and contemplate
that thought, that in our relations to the house

of God, and to the interests of Christ, we
have an observant eye, an eye of the deepest

appreciation
able to put a
should dream
widow with
farthing. As
have

said,

and an eye that in affection is
valuation upon things we never
of.
Se the Lord watches the
her two mites which make a
divided into two mites she might

I will

put

other, but she put all in.

one

in

and

keep

-Her whole substance,

and life, and being were wrapped
house of God.
“This poor widow
in more

than

they

the

all.”

Then there is the spirit of Anna,

up in the
hath cast

who served

night and day with fastings and prayers
and who did not depart from the temple.
All her heart was wrapped up in what was
there and in the expectation of what was to
come.
Now transfer these thoughts and regard them as an element that is put in the
house of God amongst the people of God.
The Lord says, “I will also leave in the midst
of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they
shall trust in the name of the Lord.”

Now

apostles

again
had

as to Acts vi.

this

matter

We

brought

find the

to

their

attention. How do they handle it? They say,
“Tt is not reason that we should leave the
word of God, and serve tables.”
‘hen they

B
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go on and say, ‘‘ Look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost
and wisdom,. whom we may appoint over
this business.””
One shrinks from criticising
such men as the apostles, yet in the light
of

the

Lord’s

own

service

here

among

men,

and the universal character of service which
the Apostle Paul rendered, even to labouring

with his hands in order

to

aid

the

weak,

one

almost feels there was an element of grace—
of the Spirit of Christ—lacking in the twelve
here, great and honoured vessels as they were.
I think that among other lessons we may
have

to learn from this incident, one is that it

is avery serious matter indeed that there should
be any treatment with lightness of the spirit
set forth in the widow—a sense of the desolation that comes in in the absence of the
Lord, a sense of the whole-hearted devotion

to His interests as wrapped up in the house
of God, and that spirit of dependence upon
God which continues instant in prayer and
supplication night and day. It was as though

the apostles would

say,

Choose you out men
will give ourselves to
to prayer.
They

Stephen,
that in

chose

out

and what
an official

is “ this business.”

to attend to it;
the word of God

seven

I

It

men,

amongst

we
and

them

want to emphasise is
way—in their standing

OF
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apostles,

although

IL

they

the foundations of the assembly, yet from

were
this

juncture disappear more or less from sight ;
but there had been brought into the company
an element, in connection with Stephen, which,

through the power of the Holy Spirit, has
been perpetuated in the assembly from that

day to this, and which is, in a sense, the vital

breath of the assembly. I want to emphasise
that, because the spirit that is set out in
Stephen is one that has been nurtured, and
has been cultivated by the Holy Spirit, and
has become the very ground from which
fruitfulness for God has been produced.

Look at Stephen.

We have nothing told us

about his past history. We do not know whether
he was a young man or an old man, whether
rich or poor, whether of the ruling class or
one of the ruled. He simply comes upon the
scene as a man full of the Holy Ghost.
And
what is brought into view in connection with

Stephen is, that his heart regarded as a pre
cious thing whatever was identified with Christ.

If it were in any suffering, and in the afflic
tions that pertain to the testimony, one gathers

the impression that
more around the heart
those who were there
of widowhood—were

it wound itself all the
of Stephen. He regarded
in that spirit—the spirit
Christ; they were bone

of His bone and flesh of His flesh, and what they

THE
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is that

which

is in the

assembly because of faithfulness to Christ.
Now Stephen says in effect, They are very dear
to me. He is prepared to serve tables along
that line, in taking up that which in its character was in the mind and heart of Christ
when He sat over against the treasury, contemplating one widow putting her all therein.
He singles out that widow.

Now

Stephen

has got the Spirit of Christ,

and what.I see there is that which is perpetuated and carried through;
it is simply
seeing that the

Spirit,
tained
from

Spirit

of Christ,

by

the

Holy

is the vital breath which has mainand carried things in moral power

then

up

till

now,

and,

in

God’s

grace,

one expects to see a deepening
of that
spirit.
There was a remarkable thing said about
Stephen—one of those chosen to serve tables.

We ourselves in our own way and conversation write him down as a deacon, but one
sees very clearly in the JTord’s reckoning
he was something much more than a deacon.

The Holy Spirit says about him—it is not men

that say it—‘ All that sat in the council... .
saw his face as it had been the face of an
angel.” It has often been said, Who has ever
Have you ever contemplated
seen an angel?
We have nothing that would tell
an angel?

OV

us
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DIVINIY
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it not

that

the Spirit of God tells us that a man filled with

the

of

Holy

Christ

actuated

Ghost,

and

removed

in

from

the

the

affections

sway

and

power of this present evil world, carried in
his countenance the very expression found

in the face of angels. Now, if I would know
what is an angel, the Spirit of God assures
me that they are companionable; they are
not remote or far distant. ‘‘ Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salvation?’ And
in the face of this man the Spirit of God
says, Look on him and you may know what
is the appearance in the countenance of those
glorious ministers who are used of the Lord
to guard over them who shall be heirs of
salvation.

So he comes in before the council and in
verse 54 we get the spirit of another Man;

the spirit of a Man whom you and I know well.
Having rendered his testimony against the

nation, they hearing these things were cut
their
with
him
on
gnashed
and
heart
the
to
They turn
It is very impressive.
teeth,

from the contemplation of a man, filled with
the spirit of Christ,

his countenance

emitting

were

without,

the moral glory of Christ, standing there
shining in all its sweet testimony of the love

that

was

within

to

those

who

B2
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who gnash upon him with their teeth, and
cast him out of the city and stone him.
Now there was a young man there named
Saul, and the Spirit of God is very particular
in giving us the details of Saul.
We are not
only

told

was there
a witness.

history.

that

in

He

We

he

an

was

was

a young

man

but

he

official character—he was
have much supplied of his
of the

he was

a Pharisee;

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews,
blameless
and
faultless
in
his
character,

“touching

law,

the

blameless.’’

righteousness
He

was

which

there.

you

to

notice

as a bit of material

by

the

Now

I

want

is in the

that,

because,

like the thief on the cross, who was put there
side

of the

Lord

in preparation for that divine work as the
blessed Lord was witnessing to God and was
radiating the blessed grace which He brought

from the very bosom of God, so Saul is clearly
brought here in the power of Christ that he
may receive and be under the influence of the
spirit that shone out in Stephen.
He was
He had a zeal tor
consenting to his death.
He
God but not according to knowledge.
was standing by when he heard Stephen say,
“T see the heavens opened,” when he saw the
glory of God and Jesus at the right hand of
He was one of
He was there then.
God.

those who

heard

from

Stephen’s

lips,

‘“ Tord

OF
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Jesus, receive my spirit.””
One appreciates
that the blessed spirit of Stephen had, so to

speak, no long journey to travel.
‘here is
a word in the epistles, “‘The Lord Jesus Christ

be with thy spirit,’ and one has been affected
by it; that the Lord Jesus was actually with

the spirit of Stephen,

and that He was there

to receive from His devoted servant the spirit

as it left the body.
‘“ Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.”
And then, superior as he was, he
cried with

sin to their

this, he
present.

a loud

fell

voice,

charge.

asleep’’;

And

‘‘ Lord,

when

and

lay not

he had

Saul

was

this

said

then

What I want to bring out of that is this.
When the church is gone, after the rapture,
there will be, I believe, a great sovereign work
of God by which there will be brought into
view what is to occupy the ground which
we are vacating.
I hope we take ourselves
seriously enough—we ought to be impressed
with a deep sense of the dignity of the place
in which we are at this moment.
When the
Tord comes and we are removed out from
this scene, we might say there is a vacuum.
he Holy Spirit has gone, the body of Christ
Is it left
What takes its place?
has gone.
‘here never has been a break in
vacant?
the

continuity

of the

ways

of

not believe there ever will be.

God,

and

I do

‘hat which

is
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to come in is ever overlapping and riveted
to that which is going out.
Now if that be
so, how

does it come

about,

and

how

are we

interested in it?
I think the Spirit of God
gives us the clue in Saul. I do not speak dogmatically but suggestively, and I refer to the
incident as illustrative of the principle upon
which God works.
Saul is brought into evidence in Acts vii.
as consenting to the death of Stephen and as
one

who

is being

baptised,

as it were,

in the

Spirit of that Man, and Stephen himself is
one who in every detail was formed according
to the Spirit of Christ, God having brought
into the scene out of His own bosom the
blessed Son of His love, and He having walked
upon earth in those thirty-three years, has
established in the virtue of that walk truth
as it is in Jesus and to be apprehended nowhere else and in no other way.
Now
Stephen was formed
according to
that, ‘(as the truth is in Jesus,” and Saul
was brought there, as yet untouched and un-

reached by the light from heaven, but vet
under its sway and under its evidence, for the
reason that the Lord would use him in the

time yet to
point where
is, Stephen
standing at

come to take up things at the
Stephen has to drop them.
‘Ihat
sees the glory of God and Jesus
the right hand of God and Saul
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is to take the thing up from that point and
carry it on. And if you take the life of Paul
as you have it brought out in the Acts and
in the epistles, you will appreciate that you
are contemplating the life of a man which in
all its details more clearly exemplifies “as
the truth is in Jesus”’ than in the record of
any other man.
But his starting-point is
clearly what I call his baptism at the death
of Stephen, what he contemplated at the death
of Stephen,

available
was

on

not yet available,
but to be made

at the

his way

right moment.

to Damascus,

So

as

at midday

Saul

he

saw a light above the brightness of the sun.

It was a light of another order.
that connected itself with all
precious affections from the
and Christ that shone above
to the ground beneath it and

voice,

Saul,

“Saul,

It was a light
the holy and
glory of God
him.
He fell
he hears the

persecutest

why

thou

me?”
“J am Jesus.”
Now then the whole thing is in its setting
and in its adjustment.
‘Ihe one whose heart
had cared for the widow was the one who

was

enabled

to

stand

before

the

council,

and to gather up the whole thread of the
testimony of God from the very beginning
right up to that moment of the rejection of
the Holy Spirit.
What a mighty power was

in that lowly

deacon,

if you

call

him

so.

I
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that point and

if you take the life of Paul

you have it brought out in the Acts and
the epistles, you will appreciate that you
contemplating the life of a man which in
its details more clearly exemplifies ‘as

the truth

is in Jesus”’

than

in the record

of

any other man.
But his starting-point is
clearly what I call his baptism at the death
of Stephen, what he contemplated at the death

of Stephen,

available
was

on

not yet available,
but to be made

at the

his way

right moment.

to

Damascus,

So

at

as

midday

saw a light above the brightness of the
It was a light of another order. It was a
that connected itself with all the holy
precious affections from the glory of
and Christ that shone above him.
He
to the ground beneath it and he hears
persecutest
Saul, why
“Saul,
voice,
“TI am Jesus.”
me?”

Now

was

he

sun.
light
and
God
fell
the
thou

then the whole thing is in its setting

and in its adjustment.

had

Saul

cared

for

enabled

the

to

‘Ihe one whose

widow

stand

was

before

the

the

one

heart

who

council,

and to gather up the whole thread of the
testimony of God from the very beginning
right up to that moment of the rejection of
What a mighty power was
the Holy Spirit.
in that lowly deacon, if you call him so.
I
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will tell you what Stephen was: he was a
priest—a priest in the supreme meaning of
the word, for he had the power to enter into
the holiest

own

soul

in the presence of God, he had the power

and

what

the

and

was

there.

liberty

to

to discover

for his

In the Person

go

of Jesus

into the holiest;

and

he could

come out too from the holiest with the light
of it radiating from his face, and he could
shew others what there was inside.
I think
that is a priest in the exercise of his sweetest
and most supreme functions.
Deacon if you
will, but a priest Stephen was !
Thus,

as I have said, Saul has things in ad-

justment.
This man at whose death he was
consenting—he was of Christ—he was morally
Christ ; and the light from

heaven,

the light

above the brightness of the sun, has put physical blindness upon him.
It has opened the
flood of light to his soul; he is able now to
preach Jesus as the Son of God.
What is suggested to me in all this is that
the spirit which now pervades the house of
God is a spirit which will be utilised—if one
may

use

the

word—by

Christ,

when

the

as-

sembly has gone, in taking up the remnant
who are to discover the desire of the Tord’s
heart in His earthly people, and in bringing

that people into view who are to bring to the
feet of Jesus a tribute from every nation and race
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of the people of the earth. Beloved brethren,
I think that the spirit which now pervades the
assembly, the intelligence which is now wrought

by the Holy Spirit, will have an immediate
and an important influence in relation to the
place and the ministry of those who are to
succeed us.

If that be so, and I verily believe

it is, then does it not become of the greatest
moment as to how we apprehend and rightly
express truth as it is in Jesus?
Throughout the whole of his career Paul
is a man who much appreciated what shone
out in Stephen as well as the blessed light
that came from heaven.
They were really
one and the same, and I want to say in this
connection as perhaps stimulating or suggesting a thought; you take every little company, every little group of those whom the
Lord has brought into view and given us for
companionship, fellowship and the like. You
will find in almost any of these groups a certain
element which has a great heart and devotedness for everything that belongs to Christ.
No matter how small or outwardly inconse-

quential, no matter what their circumstances
or conditions,

you will find those who

are not

swayed by social or mental influences, or as
having respect to persons for their gift or the
like.
If you watch and look for them, you
will see amongst you men, and women for

20
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give-you

an

intelligent

account of every one you

midst,

especially

draws

out

the

have

if there be any
sympathies—

affliction or bereavement—or
if there be
something swaying or diverting them in their
path; men who can give you an intelligent
and interested account of every such bit of

material that belongs to Christ.
Things are
carried on the priestly breasts and shoulders
of such

men

and

women

amongst you.

It is,

so to speak, the Stephen spirit.
Great tests come up. You have had a tre
mendous test in the past few years in this
country.

But the saints rose to it and met it,

and though for the time being that has passed,
the influence of it has not. It is carried over,
and I would like to suggest a thought.
It
might be for a little bit of encouragement for
some of you dear young men who went through
the

went

upon

furnace,

through

it,

that

or

the

the

those

wives

furnace
who

and

mothers

succeed

us

with

you.

and

who

Rely

till

the ground which we vacate, will learn deep
and precious lessons of the ways of the Lord
in which Ile sustained you, and helped you,
and gave you wisdom to meet the crisis--which

will come in upon them and press upon them
in an intensified form. I believe that the Lord
in every day has in view that which is to
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succeed, that the light, and the meaning of it,
aud the wisdom, and the resources with which

things are met become available to those who
step into our shoes.
I would like to hand the thought on to each
one of you, especially to the younger ones.
There is a great opportunity before you.
The man Stephen, or rather that spirit amongst
us, is to be found in any one of us who has
genuine affections for Christ and His interests.
It may be the most insignificant among us.

Such
and

do

not

regard

withdraw

it as

“this

themselves

into,

business”

as

it

were,

an official position;
officialism does not in
that way form the joints and the bands and

the

furnish

keeps

the

will be

used

which

nourishment

It is found in the spirit of
body in vitality.
and recognises
appreciates
Stephen which
what there is of Christ in every member of
His body.
That

spirit is, I believe,

of the Lord.
dence.
aid

what

One says it with becoming difti-

I believe it will be used of the Lord to

one’s

therefore
comport

brethren

when

ourselves,

I do

it becomes

of

we

are

importauce
not want

gone,

how

aud

we

to go into

what is speculative, but it may very well be
that aniongst devoted Jews of this day, who
love

the

the

name

scriptures

of

Jehovah,

as they

have

and

them,

who

who

value

have
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a ‘‘zeal for God,
ledge,’’ and who

CONTINUITY

but not according to knoware at this moment hostile

to the name of Christ, that their eyes are
observant of us, how we comport ourselves
in our business or households, so that if and
when the rapture comes, there will be a remem-

brance amongst such, how the Lord supported
us,

how

He

carried

spirit which is now

us

through,

so

in the assembly

that

the

will not

be lost, but will be carried over by the Master
of assemblies for the help, and encouragement,
and assistance, and maintenance of those who

take our place.
I trust the Lord

may give us an interest
on .these lines.
When indeed the Lord does
come, there will be a mighty and sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit, touching myriads of
hearts that are now unaffected by the desire
for the coming of Christ. At the last moment

one cannot but believe that the Spirit of God
will put everything that belongs to Christ into
adjustment

with

His

coming;

in

some

such

way as when you sit at the bedside of some
departing one who has given no great evidence
of love for Christ, but at the last moment
you see his face radiant with light as he is
departing into the presence of the lord.
It
is the sovereign work of the Lord that does

that, and by a sovereign work, I believe,
the Holy Spirit will effect a work among the

Olt
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redeemed people.
There will be a mighty
instantaneous turning of heart towards Him,
so that when the Lord comes His greeting

will be adequate and worthy of Himself as
a teal response to His love to the assembly.
Croydon,

31/8/22.
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CONDITIONS UPON WHICH
INTIMACY IS ENJOYED.

XVIII.

I-5;

2 SAM,

VI. 6-12;

THE thought of distance
originated on God’s side.
reasons

why

distance

is

became

LUKE

I. 31, 32.)

not one which
‘There were sad
inevitable,

but

distance is not the pleasure of God. The divine
thought from the outset was clearly that
God should have pleasure in man, and it is
easy to. see that the workings of God have ever
been along the line of intimacy in the enjoyment of the riches.of divine love.
It becomes, therefore, a question of great moment
to us as to how we get the blessing and privilege of nearness and intimacy and share in
divine affections in a practical way.
I have a few suggestions to make which
really came into my mind in view of the
Tord’s day before us.
‘The Lord has clothed
that day with uniqtte characteristics which
are intended to keep our hearts warm, and
softened in the sense of His own precious love.
‘The three scriptures referred to are enough

to indicate,

so far as things

on God’s

side are

concerned, that He is ever prepared to afford
us the joy and the privilege of intimacy with

INTIMACY
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divine Persons and all the rich blessing that
goes with that.
But it becomes very evident
that the conditions must be right, and we can
perhaps help each other a little by suggesting
what those conditions would seem to be.
I think that one thing which is evident from
the scriptures we have read is that the house-

hold plays

no

mean

part

in shewing

to us

it become

avail-

the value of what heaven is prepared to accord.
Now, we all of us know that there is no idea
of blessing for us in any way that is not connected with the presence of God and the
presence of Christ;
there is nothing for us
outside

that,

but

how

does

able to us?

It is very encouraging to see how

God’s

and

simple and how easy the thing is made from
side,

it becomes

a

question

as to

how far we are prepared to go in for it, to
take advantage of it, and get the best of those
things which bring to us here upon earth

such joy—the very joys that will be ours
throughout eternity.
Abraham was sitting at his tent door. That

introduction

surroundings

would
are

suggest

available

to

to

us

any

that

of

the
us.

‘There was the tree (ver 4.), suggesting that
the testimony was umnistakably out there
in the desert ; no one could come within range
without seeing the evidence of the testimony
connected with that spot.
Abraham was
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sitting there in the heat of the day and he
lifts up his eyes and looks. It would seem as
though the visitants had come within the
range of his vision unlooked for—that they
were not watched from afar across the desert.
Abraham lifts up his eyes in the heat of the

day, and there they are.
No doubt the way
they break upon his vision suggests to him

that he is dealing with no ordinary guests ;
in other words, he addresses and approaches

them

as one fully persuaded

heavenly visitors.
Now what charms

that they

are

and encourages one is
to see how perfectly at home Abraham is
with them and they with Abraham.
He ran
to meet them.
If these indeed be heavenly

visitants, he is going to bring out the elements
that speak so preciously of Christ as the meal
offering and peace offering. So far as Abraham
was concerned
everything was in perfect
order.
He had not to make adjustments—
he ran to meet them,
‘There was no thought

of looking round to see the state of his house,
as to whether things were right before he
introduced
his visitors
there---he
did
uot
need to have a word with Sarah to put things
in shape---what about this, or that which needs
to be put out of sight.
No, he runs to meet

them, betokening what the Lord God indicates about Abrahain.
‘lhe Lord God speaks

INTIMACY

in that way
come

to

after

him,

as though

Abraham:

will command

the

IS

and

Lord.”
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it were a pleasure

to

‘‘I know

his children
they

‘here

that

he

the

way

of

and his household

shall

was

him,

no

keep

attempt

on

the

part of Abraham to put things right; indeed
it would have been too late then to do so.
Their eye saw everything,
and they came
because things were right and nothing needed
adjustment.
It is a suggestion of the utmost
simplicity, but after all perhaps there is more
What about
in it than some would think.
the state of our houses in relation to our
enjoyment of the presence of the Lord?
One

test

is,

how

use

that

term,

and

you

ready

are

we

in

with the visit of spiritual people.
as I do
between

and

you

know

connection

just

We

as

often

well

what is meant.
You discriminate
people who come to your houses,

have

got,

in a way,

a different

kind

of greeting and welcome according to your
state and according to your knowledge of
their state.
There is nothing sweeter than for the spirtual person to receive a visit from a spiritual
person,
But what about this question of our
houses?
It is my privilege as a traveller
moving
of

about a great deal to go into a number

houses,

and

it

is

betraying

say that in those houses

no

secret

to

I tind very different

UPON
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conditions, and the thought will arise sometimes, What about some of these things that
they have here?
Supposing that instead of
myself it was somebody who was well known
as a. spiritual brother, or supposing it were

the

Lord

Himself,

what

about

those

books,

magazines, etc.?
It would not hurt us to
think of things in that light, bearing in mind
that- the Lord is appreciative of an atmosphere in which He can be truly welcomed.
As I said, Abraham had nothing to adjust.
Everything was in order, and we can transfer
the thought that in the expectation of the

coming

we

may

of the Lord,
have

sense in our own
to put in order.
of great

when

that

sweet

we meet the Lord
and

coimfortable

spirits that we have nothing
‘The supper becomes a place

adjustment.

I dare say you have in

mind that on the coming morning there are
going to be conditions prepared to welcome
the Lord.
He has expressed what His mind
is and He has indicated conditions that are
pleasurable to Himself, and we expect to
meet those conditions.
I take it for granted
that all of us will be exercised to-night and
again

in the

morning,

so that

whatever

there

may be that would seem not to add to the
relish or would bring about a sort of disrelish
in the presence of the Lord, we take up and

go

over

with

Him

and

get

things

adjusted
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so that when we come together over the supper
there

is the

peace,

phere which,

and

rest,

and

the

atmos-

one can say with reverence and

yet with assurance, is pleasurable to the
Lord.
Now I pass on to the second scripture.
In the ark of the covenant we have the purest
type of which I am aware of Christ personally.
When it was being made to the pattern of

things in the heavens, the
comes out that the centre of
of God is Christ—He will build
He will make everything that
vitality

therefore

to

take

the

Ark,

circle

is

character
that

divine
every
around
moves

from

is,

Christ

thought
thought
Christ—
and has

Christ,

and

personally,

is presented as the centre of all God’s creation and thoughts. The grouping of the people
of God comes in again in support of that,
every man had to pitch about the tabernacle
of the congregation;
so that I gather this
thought, beginning from our side, things are
taken up on the family idea in which the
family

introduced—with

relation-

ships and affections which first find their origin
with

God

into

our

setting
eyes,

on

the

divine

up of things here.

and

own

side,

in

then

in the

He transfers them

little circles,

no doubt

and

so that

yours,

the

in my

own

household

becomes an integral part of the divine system,
and it becomes the unit out of which the light

30

of

THE .CONDITIONS

the

What

assembly

I mean

is

is this,

UPON

unfolded
we

can

WHICH

and

hardly

expanded.
be

right

in the light of assembly privileges and joys
if we are not right in our own households.
This is a dangerous day in which we are.

I

wish

that

we

and that we had
the

world.

I

see

were

more

a more
some

conscious

wholesome

older

of

dread

it,

of

brethren

here,

dangerous

and

and I know you go with me, but I look on
you young people here in the consciousness
that you
do not
know from
your
own

experience
dificult

is

how

the

extremely
day

in

which

you

are

just finding life opening to you.
You may
think you are in a condition of things which
has more or less existed in the ages past,
but it is not so. I would like to impress upon
you, dear young people, that on the one hand
you are at the end of the age when there is
an intensification of every element of lawlessness and power of evil that has ever
been concentrated against the testimony of
God.
‘The conditions are far more serious than
those which confronted some of us when we
were young.
But on the other hand, I would
like to bring in this suggestion, that the present
moment was forescen and perfectly provided

for by the Lord, so that if you have a time
of exceptional difficulty, you have also in the

knowledge

of Christ and in the power

of the
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IS ENJOYED.

31

Holy Spirit very exceptional divine support
to meet the emergency.
What I would warn
you against is taking things for granted, as
though they were all right and will come out
all right.
They will not come out. all right
unless each one is concerned for himself and
herself as to whether things are adjusted with
God.
Now the ark had been in reproach. It had
been in oblivion.
It had been in all kinds
of circumstances

and peril, until at last David

says he will bring it up to the royal city. He
moves, but not according to divine principles
and the light that God had previously given,
and as a consequence the ark is seen in conditions where those about it are full of emare distressed, they had
barrassment—they
Well, the ark was not in jeoJost their way.
pardy, but they were. We live in a day when
divine things are sneered at; but it is very
sweet to see the way God intervenes to protect
and

His own name, and interests, aud enshrine
preserve His own glory.

Over yonder is a house, I doubt if it amounted to much, considering it belonged to ObedEdoin the Gittite.
THe would say, My name
indicates that I served Mdom-—-a bad master,
And what is your city?
Gath—a bad city,
(x Sam, xvii. 23;
2 Sam. xxi. 19;
Josh.
xiii. 8.)
But what is your history?
Well,

THK
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he might say, the time was when J was under
the sway and power of the man of Gath,

of God

but the man

in in the person

came

of David and overcame the man of Gath, and
though I too am a Gittite, David has won me

—I am David’s man, and here is my house.
David doubtless recognised him as one who
had been swayed by the work of God upon
Goliath.

Here is this little abode.

What

will

they do with the ark?

This household is open

house

of

the

What

a

to receive it. The great city of David cannot
receive it, but Obed-Edom can, and into the

Obed-Edom

ark

goes.

David

goes back to the city, and we read that the
household of Obed-Edom was greatly blessed.
house

that

must

have

been!

they

had in it in figure all that was precious in the
Person of Christ.
Now does that appeal to
you?
Is it suggestive?
Is it attractive?
Some of you young people here may have
recently started households.
Some of us who
are older may have got crystallized, conserva-

tive, and indisposed to break through traditions, but one is uncomiontly interested when
one hears of a new bit of territory opeu tor
the

Tord

in

the

way

of

a

uew

household,

and one is interested to know whether it ts
to be open for Christ. And some of you dear
parents think that your children cannot be
happy unless they have something of the
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things which you yourselves have abandoned,
aud the language of your actions is, I do not
want them for myself, but I am afraid my

children will not be happy unless they have
this or that, and so you allow in your household conditions which are incompatible with
the presence of the Ark of the testimony.

And if this be so, the Lord will have to take
account of it; He will come in in some way

or another in discipline.
One has observed
it with parents who get the impression that
something must be added to the pure joy,
the pure peace, and the pure atmosphere of
what is of Christ—something added from the
world to make things compatible. How many
a heart has been broken through the discipline of God, because the parent has not had
the courage and confidence to trust God
that what He has brought us to in Christ is
the very best for the happiness and blessedWe may trust Him for
ness of our children.
ourselves but have a wavering confidence for
our children, and so we admit an atmosphere
which is unsuitable, and inconsistent with the
abode of the Ark of the covenant.
the

Now

the word

Tord

was

was

blessing

Edom ; the situation

brought

was

the

to David that
of

house

saved,

so

Obed-

to speak,

in the household of that which was meek,
lowly and obscure, but which preserved no-

3+
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Himself

could

not

come and lodge.
You know what I mean.
When the Lord was here upon earth it was
as simple as it could be.
The blessed Lord

could say, “ Foxes have holes, and birds of
the air have nests; but the Son of man hath
not where to lay his head.’’
But then He

goes to a certain village, and in that village
He is received into a house.
(Luke x. 38.)
You may say, Things were not right there—
Martha was not right. But she was soon put
right.
If Martha was not right when she received the Lord, she soon learnt the value of
that

glorious

moral worth.
again Martha

One

in all His

sweet

and

holy

When the Lord came there
was all right. ‘The Lord finds

there a house He

the conflict and He

can use.
comes

goes out into

He

back to that house,

and He says, I can put My head here.
We
do not hear Him say then, ‘‘ The Son of man
hath not where to lay his head.”
He has

it—the

Ark

of the

covenant

is enshrined

in

that house at Bethany—the Lord rests there.
You may say it is mystical language to talk

of receiving the Tord.
But the language is
simple. He will put you and yours, and every
hope and desire that you have now, or ever
can

have,

power
you.

clean

of death.

over

the

other

‘That is what

He

side

of

the

will do for
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we should learn a lesson
into which the S,ord
entered into this world
the covenant.
We can
adoring admiration as
all

of

ways

entrance ;

He can come by the parentage of the king,
He can come by the avenue of the high priests,

He can come in any way that divine choice
elects, but one bows with the deepest sense
of worship and praise to see that He choose a
mechanic’s house.
But it was not the house

I was thinking of so much
for when the Lord entered
as

the

Ark

of

the

covenant,

as the woman,
into this world
the

first

place

Spirit the conditions

with

Mary

of deposit was in a human vessel, and therefore there is presented to-us in the language

of the Holy
which

in

the

contemplation

of

heaven—the

eye Jooking from heaven upon carth—were to
decide where the lodygment of this thing so
precious,

which

is

to

come

from

the

bosout

of God, shall he, and Mary is chosen, and
then one sees how the Lord surrounds that
blessed woman with circumstances and conditions the like of which can be duplicated
by any of us who has the heart to do it. We
all have homes which are equal to the place
which for thirty years was the home of the
Lord Jesus, and where He could live to nourish
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affections the very heart of God.
thirty years in the hill country as

Nazarean,

the

carpenter

in

the

home

of the mechanic, angels, principalities and
powers could look down and see Him within
whom were enfolded every divine thought
and all divine power, and through whom there
would be established a universe that should
‘give eternal pleasure to God.
It was there,
and how one thanks God that it was in that

lowly

household—that

which

was

meek

and

lowly in its conditions.
These things are lovely to God, and what
one seeks to stimulate is that we should look
upon our hotiseholds in a serious way as the

opportunities and occasions for reaching the
greatest of divine blessings, so that heaven
is not far removed from earth. On the divine
side there is every will and disposition that
all which can be known of heavenly affections shall be enjoyed and entered into. God
is pleased in His wisdom to say in effect,
If your houses are right the conditions are
possible, but if your houses are wrong theu
the conditions are not possible.
Now it is
not for me to say
you may see them

what the conditions
for yourselves.

are;

We are speaking, I am sure, with the greatest
sense of privilege and encouragement of what
has been revived to us and drawn out of the
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Christendom,

so that we have light as to the house of God
and we have assembly joys and privileges
the like of which we had not the faintest right
to expect. But the Head on high from whom
emanates every sweet and precious influence

has seen to it, and the Holy

Spirit has made

it His concern that ere the return of the Lord
such

expect

conditions

that you

shall

be

maintained,

will agree with me

and

I

that we

may anticipate from now until the Lord comes,

that there will be an intensification of desire
and turning of hearts to Christ in love and
affection which will be the sure precursor of
His return.
The Holy Spirit will see to that.
But can you think of any greater loss than
that we should be out of the warmth and
touch of it? Do you parents and you children
consider what a vital influence the condition
of the home atmosphere has upon what is
made evident in the assembly and in the house
of God ? It is not one-sided, you know. Sometimes we find lawlessness with the parents.
Sometimes children forget that they should
honour their father and their mother—that
they should obey their parents in the Lord.

There

is a particular

blessing connected with

that.
It isa very lovely thing to see a household adjusted in the fear of God aud the love
of Christ,
aud where
links in Christ
are
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children

which

dear children, bear

you

leave

of

links

this scene there

will be no more relationship of parents and
children, but thére will be a perpetuation of
that which has been mutually formed between

parents

and

children

in

Christ,

and

in the light of that all the petty things outside

in the world atmosphere fail and become too
mean to mention in the same breath.
The Lord loves occasion and opportunity
to be made for Him. He says, ‘‘ Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my-

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me.”
Well, blessed be the Lord, what can we say

to that?

It does not take a big meeting

to

make that condition.
It does not need. extraordinary conditions to accept that invitation
on the Jord’s part.
It is very touching that
the Lord should assume that attitude towards
us,

and

then

again,

how

he

links

the

Father

with it. Judas said to the Lord, ‘ How is it
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us and
not unto the world?’
Judas had an houestly
inguiring mind;
he was a good houest Jew,
and his conceptions
were continued to the
circle of the Jew, but the Lord was speaking
about
a totally
different circle altogether,
where He was going to bestow a wealth of
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that

And

so

might

Judas

is it that thou wilt manifest

thyself unto us and not unto the world?”
And the Lord says, “ If a man love me he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him and make our
abode with him.”
Now one needs to think of the way in which
the thought of the veil is presented to us in
the old dispensation.
The very occasion of
a veil was exclusion—-to keep at a distance,
the way into the holiest not having been made
manifest.
When the Lord Jesus comes and
when He dies, then the veil of the temple is
rent in twain from the top to the bottom.
Had John, who stood at the foot of the cross,
gone to the temple he might have said, There
is nothing here that I do not know already;
I have been in the holiest on the bosom of
Jesus; I have been in the holiest with Him
at the foot of the cross. And so now our title
to the holiest is by His blood and in His having
entered

in

to

God

as

a living

Man,

and

the

Jord comes to us and says, ‘Ihe way is open
for you to come in. In the eyes of our hearts
we see Him there;
we are at home there—
we are no strangers there.
We do not need

to go to a place of worship to enter the holiest.

‘The holiest can be entered by us in the secret.
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joy of our own souls and spirits where we are
‘at home with Jesus.
I just want to commend these few simple
thoughts as suggestive of how God sets value
upon the individual household as the support
of the testimony and the support of the assembly.

will

be

If

our

households

rich wealth

amongst

us, but

and

if our

are

spiritual

households

right,

there

prosperity

are

wrong,

coldness, and indifference, and

friction.

What

the

in

He

then the evidence of it will be found in trouble,
is of practical
houses should

value amongst us is that our
enshrine the blessed Ark of

covenant—that

for God.
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