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PREFACE. 

The following pages contain the substance of a 
series of addresses which wer•e delivered in the 
Lecture Hall of the Y.M.C.A., Durban, on the Friday 
evenings of the past year. 

It will be observed that 1n reproducing those 
messages in book form, I have enriched them with 
many quotations from the writings of well-known 
servants of God. Those quotations will, I feel sure, 
be of great service to all lovers of the Scriptures. 

If by means of these two little volumes, the atten
tion of the people of God should be directed afresh, 
to the marvellous spiritual and intellectual treasures 

contained in the book of Genesis, my object 1n

s�nding them forth will have been achieved. 

Durban, Natal, 
April, 1930. 

G. H
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STUDIES 
IN THE 

BOOK OF GENESIS. 

VOLUME JI. 

Chapter One. 

A1BRA·HAM: OBEDIENCE. 

T
HOSE who have read the book of Genesis with
care, will have observed that from chapter I 2 

it ceases to be the history of humanity as a 
whole and becomes the story of a chosen man 

and his descendants. This man-Abram-was 
separated from the rest of the human race who were 
now rapidly ·_sinking into idolatry; and he and the 
nation which sprang from him, were blessed of God 
in order that ultimately they might be channels of 
blessing to universal man. ''Henceforth in the 
Scripture record, humanity must be thought of as a 
vast stream from which God, in the call of Abraham 
and the creation of the nation of Israel, has but 
drawn off a slender rill through which He may at 
last purify the great river itself.'' 

What stupendous results, therefore, hung upon 
Abraham's response to the call of God. Although 
an o6scure and childless man living in an idolatrous 
land, grace divine selected him, as the one through 
whom the blessing of Heaven should flow to earth's 
remotest bounds, and to the end of time. 

Like him, we have turned to God from idols· and 
it may be that in your life God has not only pers'onal, 



IO STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 

but also world-wide purposes; purpos-es that will 
make you His instrument for the enrichment of a 
sorrow-stricken world. Talk not of your insignifi
cance and unworthiness, rem-ember that 

"The smallest barque on life's tempestuous ocean, 
Shall leave behind a track forevermore, 

The smallest wave of influence set in motion, 
Extends and widens to the eternal shore." 

When the name of any great biblical or historical 
personag-e is mentioned, we instinctively associate 
with it, the trait or characteristic for which that 
person ·was famous. Thus, with Moses we asso
ciate the grace of meekness; with Samuel, integrity; 
with Elijah, courage; with Job, patience; with 
Daniel, faithfulness; with John, love; and with Paul, 
whole-hearted enthusiasm. 

Two words are required to describe the outstand
ing traits of the life of Abraham: faith, and 
obedience. He believed; and he obeyed. So mar
vellous was his faith and so absolute his obedience 
that, taking the three outstanding events of his life, 
we find that 

(l1) He believed when he knew not where. "By 
faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an inheri
tance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went'' (Hebrews I I . 8). He has been called the 
Columbus of faith, in that he went out with sealed 
orders and prom_ises. He knew not the ·way which 
he travelled; but well did he know his Guide. 

(2) He believed when he knew not how. He 
received the promise that his wife would have a son 
-an event which because of Sarah's age was a
physiological impossibility; and we read that "being
not weak in faith he considered not his own body
dead ... neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb;
he staggered not at the promise of God through un
belief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
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and being fully persuaded that, what He had pro
mised,. He was able also to perform'' (Romans 4. 
I 9-2 I; Hebrews I I. 1 1).

(3) He believed when he knew not why. Isaac
was the sole link between him and the future blessing 
of the world of which God had spoken; and the 
command to sacrifice him seemed to contradict that 
promise. But unhesitatingly, ''by faith Abraham 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he that 
had received the promises offered up his only begot
ten son, of whom it was said, that in Isaac shall 
thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to 
raise him up even from the dead; from whence also 
he received him in a figure" (Hebrews 1 I. 17-19). 

We have a saying to the effect that "confidence 
begets confidenc•e,'' and tqat saying is strikingly 
illustrated in the life of Abraham. So intimate in
deed became the fellowship which existed be
tween him and bi's God, that on three separate 
occasions he is called the friend of God--2 Chron
icles 20. 7; l$aiah 41. 8; James 2. 23. That friend
ship dignified and ennobled his life and made him 
a king among men. ''In the combined grandeur 
and symmetry of his character he towers above a 
long line of illustrious descendants. He is charac
terised by the noblest qualities, without any of those 
great and aggravated faults by which the greatest 
virtues are frequently accomp�nied. David was 
not more reg-al in his bec_ring; and while like him he 
was kingly 1n all liis movements

., 
and was fitted by 

nature to be a ruler of men, he never indulged the 
lusts, nor was gui,lty of the sins which disgraced the 
sheeherd king. Among a11 his sons he had no equal 
until He appeared who mfinite]y surpassed him." 

As the narrative proceeds, ho·wever, we shall find 
that we have before us, not a flawless angel, but a 
man of like passions with ourselves. ''I am sorry,'' 
says Dr. Meredith, ''I am sorry that these good old 
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men were som-etim,es imperf,ect, but having sinned, 
I am glad their sins are recorded. How little hope 
there would be for us if all the Bible saints had been 
perfect.'' · 

But Abraham was not only the friend of God 
(James 2. 2 3) and the founder of the Jewish nation 
(Isaiah 5 1. 1-2): he was also the father of all that 
believe (Romans 4. I 6; Galatians 3. 7). Each of 
us-true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ-pos
sesses that mighty principl,e which linked him with 
Omnipotence; each of us may rossess ?n precisely 
the same terms, tliat sacred intimacy ·with the Most 
High which :was the supreme privilege of his life. 
"Henceforth," say� the Lord Jesus, "I call you not 
servants; for the servant knoweth not what his 
Lord doeth; but I ·have called you friends. Ye are 
My friends if ye do whatsoever I command you" 
(John 1 5. 14-- 1 5). 

Abraham's life is described in Genesis I I. 2 7 to 
25. 10; and I shall now give you a key-·word for each
of these chapters, and also point out the various
traits of his character which the incidents recorded
in them reveal.

Chapter. Keyword, 
12 Call 
13 Lot 
14 War 
I 5 Righteousness 
16 Hagar 
17 Covenant 
18 Intercession 
19 Sodom 
20 Abimelech 
21 Isaac 
22 Mt. Moriah 
2 3 Machpelah 
24 Rebekah 
25 Death 

Abraham's. 
Obedience 
Unselfishness 
Courage 
Faith 
Impatience 
Incredulity 
Hospitality 
Ministry 
Failure 
Joy 
Trial 
Sorrow 
Wisdom 
End 

Verses. 

I-5.
8-9.

I 4- I 6. 
6. 
2. 

I J. 
I-8.

29. 
2. 

11..3. 
2. 

2. 

3-7,
8
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Dates in Abraham's Life. 

It will help to a clearer understanding of the rela
tion to each other of the various events in the life 
of Abraham if it is remembered that: 

( 1) Abraham was 7 5 years old ·when he entered
Canaan (Genesis 12. 4).

(2) Ishmael was born I I years after Abraham
entered Canaan (Genesis 16. 16).

(3) Isaac was born I 4 years after Ishmael
(]Genesis 21. 5).

(4) Abraham lived for 7 5 years after Isaac was
born (Genesis· 2 5. 7).



Chapter Two. 

ABRAHAM (2.) 

Theophanies: or manifestations of God. 

I
N the fourteen chapters which describe the life of 
Abraham, there are eight recorded manifesta
tions or appearances of God to him; manifesta
tions, fron1 each of which Abraham enters into 

richer blessing, and by means of which he ascends 
to fuller kno·wledge of God. Between certain of 
them we shall find three deflections from the path
way into which the divine will would have led him; 
deflections which delayed the purposes of God in his 
life, and which brought to him deep sorrow and 
burning shame. 

Before we enter upon the examination of these 
manifestations, let me remind you that the God of 
Abraham is our God and Father in Christ; that His 
ways with Abraham are illustrations of His ways 
with us; and that the measure in which, like Abra
ham, we obey His commands, is precisely the 
measure in whicli He will manifest Himself to our 
hearts. ''He that hath My commandments anrl 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me; and he that 
loveth Me shall be loved by My Father; and I will 
love him, and will manifest Myself to him" (John 
14. 22. For a fuller explanation of the Saviour's 
meaning see verses 23 and 24). 

First Manifestation: "Get thee out" (Genesis 12. 1 ). 

''N0w the Lord had said unto Abram: get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee'' 
(Genesis 12. 1). 
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A comparison of these words with Genesis 11. 3 1
and Acts 7. 2-4 explains a great deal and conveys 
a solemn lesson. Stephen declares that "the God 
of glory appeared unto Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran'' and said 
to him the words contained in Genesis r 2. I. More
over it was to Abram alone that the call was ad
dressed (Isaiah 5 1. 2). But instead of going on to 
the land to which God had called him-which was 
quite evidently Canaan-he came to Haran, the most 
northerly town of the Chaldean empire, and dw-elt 
there (Genesis I I. 3 I). And instead of taking with 
him only his wife, the one other person included in 
the call, he was accompanied by his father and his 
nephew Lot. It seems clear, therefore, that the ties 
of nature thus prevented Abram from rendering full 
obedience to the divine command; and Stephen goes 
on to say that it was only after these ties were 
sevei-ed that he did so. "Abram came to Haran; 
and from thence when his father ·was dead he re
moved him into this land wherein ye now dwell'' 
(Acts 7. 4). 

These facts explain the tens·e of the verb in 
Genesis I 2. r. ''The Lord had said unto Abram get 
thee out ... from ... unto a land that I will shew thee"; 
for until Abram had rendered obedience to that com
mand, until he acted up to the light which he had, 
God had nothing further to say to him. 

A solemn principle finds illustration here. If 
there is anything in God's word to which we are con
sciously disobedient, further communication from 
God is impossible so long as the disobedience con
tinues. You may read your Bible,, and give of your 
substance and your time; but these are no substitutes 
for obedience. "To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams'' ( 1 Samuel 1 5. 
22). 

In inimitable patience God waited for his chos�n 
man; and in contrast to the first setting out from the 
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Chaldean home, of which it is written that "they 
went forth fror.1 Ur of the Chaldees to go into the 
land of Canaan, and they came unto Haran and 
dwelt there,'' it is now stated that Abraham and :-us 
household ''went forth to go into the land of Canaan 
and into the land of Canaan they came'' (Genesis 
12. 5). At last he is in the place to which he was
originally called.

It should be noted that God's command was 
accompanied, not with reasons, but with promises. 
"To give His reason would be to propose discussion; 
but to give a promise is to show that the reason 
though undisclosed is all-sufficient; for in the case of 
the Allwise a promise is the harvest, of which a 
reason would be but the bare seed" (Matthew 19. 
2 1; Mark Io. 29-30; Acts 16. 3 1; 2 Corinthians 6. 
17-18). In reality we have nothing to do with the
reasons upon which God's commands are founded.
We are to walk by faith, not by sight. To have
f ai,th in God is to comprehend all reasons in one act.''
The command to Abram was: '' get thee out from thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house"; and the promise was: ( 1)
that God would make of him a great nation
to compensate him for the one whjch he had
relinquished; (2) that Heaven's blessing would
rest on him personally to compensate him for
the loss of kindred; and (3) that for the loss of his
father's house, God ·would recompense him by mak
ing him the founder of a new house-the house of
Israel (A'cts 2. 36). Beyond these personal and
material blessings there were the spiritual ones:
''Thou shalt be a blessing ... and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.''

Second Manifestation: "I will give" '(Genesis 12. 7). 

Having now come to the land to which he had been 
called, Abram's faith is honoured and his obedience 



STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. l 7

rewarded by a second manifestation of Jehovah. 
"The Lord appeared unto him and said: unto thy 
seed will I give this land" ( Genesis I 2. 7). At the 
first manifestation he was merely assured that he 
would be shown the land ( chapter I 2. 1); now Je
hovah said: ''unto thy seed I will give this land.'' 
Abraham's response was threefold: ( 1) he builded 
an altar (verse 7) thereby testifying to the Canaan
ite that he was a worshipper of the true God; ( 2) he 
pitched his tent (verse 8) thereby declaring that he 
recognised that here he had no continuing city 
(Hebrews 1 I. 13-14); and (3) he called upon the 
name of the Lord (verse 8) thereby evidencing his 
reliance upon the divine protection from the enemies 
by whom he was surrounded. 

These three things-worship, pilgrimage, prayer 
-are the distinctive marks of all who, like Abram,
look for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. The altar signifies that
their worship is based upon sacrifice; the tent, that
this is not their final home; and prayer, that the
name of the Lord is a strong to·wer, into which the
righteous may run and be safe (Proverbs 18. 10).

It should be noted that he builded his altar, but 
merely pitched his tent. His house was a slender 
bit of fluttering canvas; the place where he met and 
worshipped God was built with care. 

First Deffection--Down to Egypt (Genesis 12. 10•20) 

We saw that the ties of nature hindered Abram 
from coming into the land; we .are now to see that 
the pangs of hunger drove him out of it. ''There 
was a famine in the land; and Abram went down into 
Egypt to sojourn there" (verse Io). 

Chaldea, the great world power in the north, out 
of which Abram was called, was the land in which 
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they worshipped false gods (Joshua 24. 2- I 5); 
Egypt, the great world power in the south, into 
which he descended, was the land in which the_y were 
independent of God. The inhabitants of Egypt, 
instead of looking up for their supplie$, looked down· 
the valley of the Nile for them. Of this mighty 
streain-upon whose annual overflow their very exis_ 
tence depended-they boastingly said: ''My river is 
my own; I have made it for myself'' (Ezekiel 29. 3; 
compare Deuteronomy I I. 1 1). This first mention 
of Egypt, therefore, stamps it with the character 
which it ever afterwards assumes: it is a picture of 
the world which depends on its own resources, and 
in which men live as if God did not exist. The 
people of God are sternly forbidden to go down to 
Egypt; for the descent is usually not merely a geo
graphical one, it is also a spiritual one (Isaiah 3 I. I).

To return. Although Abram could trust God abso
lutely with his whole destiny, his faith failed in a 
particular circumstance of the process by which_ it 
was being wrought out; just as we who trust God 
for the things of et,ernity, so frequently doubt Him 
for the things of time.· During his stay in Egypt he 
ceased to be a worshipper of God-he had no altar; 
he lost his pilgrim character-he had no tent; and 
he called upon the king of Egypt for his needs in
stead of upon tlie name of the Lord. His faith 
failed (verse Io); his courage failed ( verses I I - I 2);
and in utter selfishness he sought hiis own safety, at 
the expense and danger of the one whom he loved 
best of all (verse I 3). ''How small great people 
can be; how weak strong men can be; how bad good 
people can be.'' By bitter experience he learned 

· that a crust in Canaan with God is better than :1.

feast in Egypt without Him.

Sarah, however, was an ancestress of Christ, and 
He saw that no evil befel her. He providentially in
tervened (verse 17) and she was released from the 
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king's harem into which she had been taken (verses 
14-20). In' delivering her to her husband again,
the heathen king practically said to Abraham:
"There is the door; you may go" (verses 19-20).
How inexpressibly sad.

The Return (Genesis 13. 1•4). 

The atmosphere of Egypt had stifled faith; and 
glad indeed must Abram have been on the day in 
which he turned his back upon it. "Abram went up 
out of Egypt ... and he went on his journeys ... unto 
the place where his tent had been at the beginning
... unto the place of the altar which he had made 
there at the first, and there Abram called on the 
name of the Lord (verses 1-4), He is back once 
more to the old conditions of fellowship with God
worship, pilgrimage, prayer. From the story of 
this declension two great and solemn principles 
emerge: (I) that all time spent out of fellowship with 
God is lost time; and (2) that a backslider gets right 
exactly at the place where he went wrong. 



Chapter Three. 

ABRAHAM (3). 

Third Manifestation: "Lift thine eyes" 
(Genesis 13. 14). 

W
HILE they ':Vere in Egypt, both Abraham and 

Lot acquired great wealth ( chapter I 3. 
2, 5); and on their return to Canaan it was 
found that the land was unable to sustain 

their flocks that .they might dwell together-a fact 
which led to quarrelling among the servants (verse 
7). The story which follows is in five sections. 

1. The dangers of riches (verses 5•7).

It is a striking fact that money was the first cause 
of trouble after the Israelites ,entered Canaan 
(Joshua 7. 2 I) and after the commencement of the 
Chri�tian church (Acts 5). Since the love of it 
increases with the increase of the money itself, the 
only ·way to escape from the snares which it brings is 
to regard it as a sacred trust from God of which an 
account •will one <tlay have to be rendered to Him. 

2. The generosity of Abraham (verses s, 9).

Seeing that separation was inevitable, but wishing
to avoid strife in the presence of the heathen, Abram 
with princely magnanimity allowed Lot to have his 
choice of the whole land-an action in which God's 
chosen man reveals the graces of humility, peace
ableness, unselfishness, and open-handed generosity. 
The man of faith is ever the man of the larg:e heart .. 
The language of Ao ram's soul was: '' God will choose 
my inheritance for me" (Psalm 4.7 • 4). 
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3. The selfishness of Lot (verses 10•13).

Swayed entirely by considerations of personal 
advantage, Lot lifted up his eyes and chose what in 
his judgment was the most highly favoured portion 
of the land. In his choice of the plain of Jordan he 
was also guided by the· fact that it resembled the 
land of Egypt-the land in which he had so rapidly 
accumulated his weath. It was the first step on to 
a path that led to irretrievable disaster. 

4. The message from Heaven (verses 14 to 17).

At last Abram has fulfilled to the letter the orig
inal command to get out from his country, his kin
dred, and his father's house; and after Lot's 
departure we read immediately of the third manifes
tation of Jehovah to Abram. ''The Lord said unto 
Abram after that Lot was separated from him: Lift 
up now thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, 
and westward; for all the land which thou seest, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever'' (verse 
14); and then follow the promises of all the land 
(verse I 5) and of an innumerable seed (verse 16). 
How true it is that 

"He gives the very best to those 
Who leave the choice with Him." 

It should be noted that on every occasion on which 
God makes promise to Abram, He adds to what He 
promised before. Thus in chapter 12. 1-2, He says: 
"I will shew you the land"; in chapter 12. 7, "unto 
thy seed will I give this land''; and 1n chapter 1 3. I 5, 
that He gives the land to Abram in its entirety and 
forever. 

Observe the order of these verses: vision (verse 
14); promise (verses 15-16); exhortation (verse 17). 
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5. The blessedness of fellowship (verse 18).

''Then Abram-separated from all earthly ties
removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar 
unto the Lord.'' Names in Scripture are full of sig
nificance. Hebron m,eans fellowship; Mamre means 
fruitfulness; Judah-among whos-e mountains Heb
ron lay (Joshua 20. 7)-means praise. The qrder 
is true to Christian experience-s-eparation, fellow
ship, fruitfulness, praise. 

Fourth mani_festation: "Fear thou not" 

(Genesis 14 and 15). 

In the I 4th chapter of Genesis we have the first 
recorded war in history; and it is an interesting fact 
that there are in the British Museum to-day, bricks 
that prove the existence of the kings here mentioned 
at the time to which this chapter refers. Our in
terest in the matter is spiritual rather than histo:r;ical; 
for there are circumstances connected with the cam
paign which illustrate principles of abiding value for 
every Christian heart. 

Lot, who, when he separated from Abram merely 
pitched his tent toward Sodom ( chapter I 3, I 2), 
eventually took up his abode within its polluted 
walls ( chapter r 4. I 2); and when it was attacked 
and overthrown by Chedorlaomer, the greatest con
queror of his age, Lot was among the prisoners of 
war. 

Abraham, who had been enjoying halcyon days of 
fellowship with God among the mountains of Judah, 
was informed of his relative's distress; and

f 
leaving 

his happy retreat in Hebron, proved himse f a man
of action as w,ell as a worshipper of God; a soldier as 
well ·as a pilgrim. He who was a lamb where his 
own interests were concerned, became a lion when_ 
acting on behalf of others. By a skilfully arranged 
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and brilliantly executed night attack he threw the 
invading force into utter confusion, and we behold 
him returning from the conflict crowned with suc
cess and laden with spoil (verses I to 16). 

On his way back to Hebron-the place of fellow
ship where he dwelt-he was met by two kings: 
Melchizedek king of Salem, and Bera king of Sodom. 
The remainder of the chapter-verse I 7 to verse 2 4 
-'---Oescribes his interviews with these two men. 

Melchizedek (verses 18·20). 

This mysterious personage is mentioned three 
times in Scripture: in Genesis 1 4, his toricall_�,, 
in Psalm 1 1 o, prophetically; and in Hebrews 5 to 7, 
doctrinally. The writer to the Hebr,ews bids us con
sider how great this man was (H.ebrews 7. 1 -4), for 
he united the dignity of kingship with the sanctity 
of priesthood. He brought to Abram bread to sus • 
tain and wine to refresh (verse 18); a.ind Abram 
bows before him as in the presence of a superior and 
received his blessing (verse 19-20). 

The king of Sodom (verses 21 •24). 

Turning from Melchizedek-type of the Son of 
God who shall one day be a priest upon His throne 
(Hebrews 7. 4; Zechariah 6. I 3)-Abram now faces 
Bera king of Sodom; and at once his manner 
changes. He is conscious that he is no longer in the 
presence of a superior, but in that of a wicked man; 
and with courteous dignity he refuses to receive even 
a thread from Sodom's unrighteous king (verses 
21-24). This leads directly to the fourth manifes
tation of Jehovah.

'' After these things' '-the things recorded in 
chapter 14-' 'the ·word of the Lord came to Abram 
in a vision saying: Fear not Abram: I am thy shield 
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and thy exceeding great reward" (Genesis 15. 1). 
The exhortation, ''Fear not Abram I am thy shield,'' 
was God's gracious way of hushing any fears of 
reprisal which might-arise in His servant's heart; 
the assurance, "I am thy exceeding great reward," 
was heaven's infinite compensation to him for his 
refusal to be enriched at the hands of ungoµly men. 
There was to be no fear, no danger, no loss. 

I pause here to gather up �ome of the lessons of 
the- chapter. 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

J. 

There is a fight of faith as well as a rest of faith. 
The secret place of fellowship with God is the 
starting point for victory. 
Only_ th�se who habitually dwell there can be of 
service in any emergency. 
Faith makes us independent of man, but not 
indifferent to his needs and sorrows. 
Faith makes us chivalrous (verse 14), disinter
ested (verse 22), and unworldly (verse 23). 
The way of earthly renunciation is the way of 
heavenly gain. 
God is our refuge, our resource, and our reward 
(Genesis 15. 1). 

Genesis 1 s. 2-21. 

The fourth manifestation of.Jehovah to Abram 
and the assurances of protection and reward which 
accompanied it, lifted him to a new level. His 
knowledge of God is now so great that He can speak 
freely to Him of the fear that ever lurked in his heart. 
Ten years had passed since he entered into Canaan 
and still he has no son to inherit his name and des
tiny (verses 2-3). He has God's ·word that he will 
inherit the land of Canaan; but now he asks for a 
sign whereby he may know that he shall inherit it 
(ver5e 8). 
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In response to these questionings God reaffirms 
that he shall have a son and heir (!verse 4); enters 
into covenant with His friend (verses 9-12); and. 
after outlining the history of Abram's descendants 
for 400 years (verses I 3-16) gives two symbols which 
describe their chequered career (verse I 7). Finally, 
He defines the limits of the land which would even
tually be theirs (verses I 8-2 1). 

Note I. The great words of Genesis 1 5. 6 are 
quoted three times in the New Testament: in Romans 
4. 3 where the emphasis is on the ·word "counted";
in Galatians 3. 6 where the emphasis is on the word
''believed"; and in James 2. 2 3 where the emphasis
is on the word "righteousness."

Note 2. Verse· 13 speaks of exile, bondage, and 
affliction; verse 14, of deliverance; and verse 16, of 
possession. These five words exactly describe Is
rael's history as set forth in detail in the Scripture
Genesis 46. to Joshua 4. 

Second Declension: The Egyptian maid (Genesis 16). 

The epistle to the Hebrews declares that it is 
through faith and patience that we inherit the pro
mises ( chapter 6. 12); but in the story before us we 
learn that while Abram possessed faith (chapter 15) 
he lacked patience (chapter 16). He believed in 
God, but could riot wait for God. That impatience 
led to a disaster,· the effects of ·which abide to this 
day. The episode is in three sections: 

(1) The impatience of Abram (verses 1-8).

This consisted in his acquiescence in a fleshly ex
pedient to realise the promise, and hasten the pur
poses, of God. 

W;hile the suggestion of Sarah on this occasion 
(verse 2) seems to us strange and unnatural, 
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archaeological discoveries show that she was actmg 
on what was a common custom at the time. For 
the code of Hammurabi-the mighty �ing who 
reigned over Babylon in the days of Abraham-dis
tinctly allows a married woman to do what Sarah 
here did, (Law no. 144). Not only so; the same 
Code-Law no. r 46-allows the mistress to reduce 
the maid so given, to the position of a slave again; 
and ·while it seems to us that Abraham acted un
fairly to Hagar (verse 6), he was in fact only con
ceding to Sarah what was her absolute right by 
Baoylonian law. 

On the other hand, whatever Babylonian law may 
have allowed, the purpose of God in marriage was 
monogamy (Genesis 2); and this departure from the 
divine idea:l involved all three of them in sorrow. 
Insolence in Hagar (verse 4) produced jealousy in 
Sarai (verse 5); and jealousy proved itself as cruel 
as the grave (verse 6; Song of Solomon: 8. 6). The 
home of the friend of God-. once the abode of peace 
-became one of bitter ·and unending strife; and
Hagar, unable to endure the hatred of her ang-ry
mistress, anticipated the wise man's advice and fled
to the wilderness. (Proverbs 2 r. r 9).

Three lessons emerge: 
(r) There is such a thing as the discipline of delay.
(2) Right ends do not justify wrong means.
(3) Human expedients can never further the pur

poses of God.

'(2) The tenderness of God (verses 7-14). 

If man had treated this proud spirited girl with 
harshness, the angel of the Lord showed her the 
most exquisite kindness. He counsels the wan
derer to return and submit (!verse 9), cheering her 
with a wonderful promise (verse Io). 
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She responds to the kindness of God with words 
that have been sadly misundetstood (verse I 3). 
''Thou God see st me'' are words which you will 
sometimes find on the walls of Sunday schools •with 
a fiery glaring eye underneath them, giving the im
pression that God is a great detective. They were 
originally used by a lonely, friendless girl who in 
her distress was found by One who treated her with 
the utmost tenderness. They form the basis of a. 
living creed (2 Chronicles .16. 9), and are at once 
the surest and most effective restraint from vice, the
safest and most powerful incentive to virtue. 

(3) The far-reaching consequences of sin.

(verses 15-16). 

Hagar was an Egyptian maid. She doubtless. 
had joined Abram's household when he had deflected 
from the path of the divine will, and she accompanied 
him on his return to Canaan. Behold the far
reaching effects of that one false step of this man of 
God. Ishmael, the son of Hagar by Abram, was the 
progenitor of the Arabians. Had Abram never de
parted from God he ·would never have entered Egypt;. 
had he never entered Egypt he would never have met 
Hagar; had he never met Hagar there would have 
been no Moslem question-the blight and curse of 
Islam. 

" 0 mortal man of one false step beware, 
For one false step may bring an age of care." 



Chapter Four. 

ABRAHAM (4) 

Fifth Manifestation: "Walk before Me'' (Genesis 17) 

(1) Restoration (verses 1 •3).

B
Y ignoring the chapter djvisions and reading 

I 6. I 6 and I 7. I together we learn a solemn 
lesson. ''Abram was fourscore and six years 
old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. And 

when Abram was ninety years old and nine the Lord 
appeared to Abram." That is to say, that for at 
least thirteen slow moving years there had been ab
solute silence between God and Abram-silence 
which must have been more terrible to God's servant 
than the most solemn rebuke. His unbelief and 
impatience in the matter of Hagar had shut God out 
from his vision; for God will not reveal Himself 
·where He is not trusted.

As always, however, it was God who broke the 
silence. ''The Lord appeared unto Abram and said 
unto him: I am the Almighty God: walk before Me 
and be thou perfect.'' It is a practical illustration 
of Psalm 23. 3: "He restoreth my soul; He leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for His name's 
sake." 

In Genesis I 7. I we have a revelation and a com-
mand. The revelatjon is: "I am the A·lmighty God" 
-a name which speaks of One Who has limitless
power and is infinite in resource. With much ten
derness God thus lays His finger on that which
occasioned the Ion� silence between Him and His
friend, and clearly indicates that behind every pro
mise which He had made, lay Omnipotence to
guarantee its fulfilment.
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It should be carefully noted that this title of God 
reappears in one of Paul's epistles, and that there 
a relatjonship is linked with it such as Abram never 
knew. "I will receive you and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters 
saith the Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6. 17-18). 
It is the union of Fatherhood and Omnipotence. 

The i•nevitable happened: "Abram fell on his face" 
(verse 3). The goodness of God humbled him to 
the dust and led him to repentance. 

In the light of the revelation, the command be
comes gloriously possible: ''Walk before Me and be 
thou perfect' '-upright, sincere, true. This does 
not mean what is known as sinless perfection-a 
doctrine which would necessitate perfect knowledge 
and moral completeness, neither of which we shall 
possess in this world. The doctrine ·which I have 
named is orthodoxy in a hurry; for one of the holiest 
men that ever lived had to _say at the end of his 
career: "Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that 
I may apprehend that for which also I am appre
hended of Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3). 

'(2) Covenant (verses 4-8). 

The original promise is again expanded (verse 6); 
and the name of God's servant is changed from 
Abram, which means "exalted father," to Abraham, 
which means "father of a multitude," in order to 
correspond with the expansion (verse 5). Study the 
"I wills" of verses 6, 7 and 8. 

(3) Circumcision (verses 9·14).

This rite was the token of the covenant which God 
made with Abraham (verse Io). Later on it became 
a synonym for the Israelites in contrast to the 
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nations among whom they dwelt ( 1J udges I 4. 3; Acts 
11. 2-3). Spiritually it signifies the putting off the
body of the flesh by all who have died and are risen
with Christ (Colossians 2. I I - I 2).

Sarah (verses 15-22). 

Sarah is now for the first time specifically men
tioned as the mother of the promised heir (verses 
I 5, I 6), although had Abraham not been con

fused by Babylonian laws he would have known this 
all along. The divine ideal of one man, one woman, 
and absolute loyalty to each other while life shall 
1ast, would have ruled out of court the Hagar expe
<lient. Verses I 7- I 8 indicate that Abraham laughed 
incredulously at the promise of God; and it is notice
able that God did not discuss the matter with him 
but merely reiterated His promise (verse 19). The 
affections of the old man had entwined themselves 
around Ishmael; and God goes on to show that al
though Ishmael was not the heir, he too would be 
richly blessed (verses 20-2 I). 

Obedience '(verses 23-27). 

The fifth communication from Heaven is now 
-ended (verse 22); and Abraham hastens to render 
obedience to God's command to circumcise. That 
obedience was characterised by two things: promp
titude--' 'the self same day'' (verse 26); and com
pleteness-all the men of his house were circumcised 
wi'th him (verse 27). 

Sixth Manifestation: "Strong in faith" (Genesis 18). 

Ignoring again the chapter divisions we find that 
obedience to the divine command brought Abraham 
another manifestation of Jehovah. "II?. the self
-same day ... Abraham and Ishmael and all the men 
of his house were circumcised. And the Lord ap-
peared unto Abraham in the plains of Mamre'' 
(Genesis 17. 26 to r8. 1). 
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Before we examine the· details of this sixth com
munication from Heaven, it may be of interest to 
say a few words regarding the Person who in this 
chapter is nine times called "the Lord." He re
ceived the w·orship of Abraham (verse 2); He pro
mised to do that which God alorie can do--bring life 
out. of death (verses 1 o- 1 1) He exercised divine 
prerogatives (verse 2 1); and is addressed as "the 
Judge of all the earth" (verse 25). While the New 
Testament distinctly affirms that God in His essen
tial Being has never been seen (lJ ohn I . 1 8 _: 
1 Timothy 1. I 7), Genesis 18- is equally explicit that 
there was on that occasion a pre-incarnate unveiling 
of Jehovah Who is the second Person of the Trinity 
and \,Vho ultimately became God manifest in the 
flesh (1 Timothy 3. 16). 

Abraham is still on the heights of Mamre, and just 
as in chapter 14 we saw him leaving his retreat to 
act on behalf of the inhabitants of the doomed cities, 
so here we find him doing so to intercede for them. 
The chapter is in three sections. 

(1) Hospitality (verses 1·8).

The picture drawn in these verses is a beautiful 
one. Abraham is shown to be courteous (verses 
2--3), practical (verses 4-5), hospitable (verses (6-7), 
respectful (verse 8). 

(2) Fellowship '(verses 9-22).

The 1 oth verse is an unveiling of Omnipotence. 
The incredulity of Sarah (verses 11-13) elidted one 
of those statements which are repeated in various 
ways in the book of God-statements ·which enable 
the believer to laugh at impossibilities and to affirm 
that they shaN be done (Genesis 18. 14; Job 42. 2;

Jeremiah 32. 17-27; Luke I. 37; Ephesians 3. 20-21).
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And now we come to an incident in which Abraham 
stands revealed as the friend of God. One of the 
special privileges of friendship is the communication 
of secrets; and Abraham is here granted that special 
privilege (verses I 6 to 2 I; Psalm 2 5. I 4; Amos 3. 7; 
John I 5 . I 5) . 

(3) Intercession (verses 22-23).

It would s-eem that at this point the two angeb 
moved away, and very short!Y afterwards entered 
Sodom ( chapter I 9. I). "The men turned their 
faces towards Sodom; but Abraham stood yet before 
the Lord.'' And then follows the record of the first 
great intercessory prayer of the Bible in which are 
brought before us some of the things which will 
characterise all true intercession. • They are at least 
seven in number; communion (verse 33); faith (verse 
25); humility (vers.e 27); unselfi.shn�ss (verse 23);
earnestness (verse 30); perseverance (verse 32); 
compassion (vers.e 24). 

Lot (Genesis 19). 

In this chapter we behold the deepest depths of 
human iniquity and depravity; and in Ezekiel 16. 49 
we find the main features of the path by which these 
depths were reachecl-·-"fulness of bread and abund
ance of idleness.'' In the presence of the appalling 
wickedness which the messengers of God found 
there, we feel instinctively that in overwhelming the 
guilty city with swift and irretrievable disaster, God 
did that which was ri

?i
ht (chapter 18. 25). While 

it is true that to-day 'the wrath of God is revealed 
against all ungodliness. and unrighteousness of men'' 
(Romans I. I 8), history makes it clear that in the 
course of the centuries God has made examples of 
certain lands and cities, just as He did of the cities 
of the plain (Jude 7); an·d that in so doing He was 
II)erely acting on the principle 0£ the landlord who 
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''ejects bad tenants.'' Our interest in the story is 
confined to Lot, the central figure in it. 

(I) There are certain facts about this man whic11
give us the key to his character. (a) Three times 
it is said that he went with Abraham (Genesis I 2. 4; 
I 3. I; I 3. 5). That is to say, he went with the man 
who went with God. His faith was, therefore, a 
kind of second hand faith. (b) Nevertheless that 
faith was genuine for he is called '' just Lot-that 
righteous man" (2 Peter 2. 7-8). (c) But although, 
like Abraham, he believed in the Lord and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness, there is not a 
single deed of faith to his credit: his name does not 
appear in I-Iebrews I I .-the Westminster Abbey of 
the Bible. 

(2) The stages by which he req.ched the position
in which the angels found him are clearly marked. 
(a) He pitched his_ tent towards Sodom ( chapter I 3.
I 2); (b) he dwelt 1n Sodom ('chapter I 4. I 2); ( c) he
became chief citizen of Sodom ( chapter I 9. I). These
stages illustrate the saying that as a rule men do not
plunge into iniquity; they glide into it. They are
"like the swimmer who ventures into the outmost
circles of the ·whirlpool and who ends at last in its
vortex.''

(3) From the day on which he entered Sodom he
never enjoyed a happy hour. Peter tells us (2 Peter 
2. 7) that that righteous man dwelling among them
... ''vexed his ria·hteous soul from day to day with
their unlawful deeds"; and it is an appalling fact
that the word there translated "vexed" is the same
word as in Revelation 20. 10, is translated "tor
mented.'' ''The devil ... shall be tormented day and
night for ever." Loe s life in Sodom was literally
hell upon earth.

(4) 
mony. 

Not onlv did he lose his joy, he lost his testi
When- judgment was announced and he 
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sought to warn his relatives of the impending doom. 
''he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in 
law" (verse 14). What he gained in worldly in-
fluence he lost in spiritual power. 

(5) He was burned out of Sodom (verses 15 to
. 20). ''Probably the Bible contains no more concrete 
example, worked out into its minutest detail, of the 
great New Testament truth: "If any mclJn's (dis
ciple's) work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss; but himself shall be saved; yet so as 
through fire ( r Corinthians 3. r 5)-' 'escaping 
from a burning ruin down a corridor of flame. 
Lot entered Sodom a man of substance, he 
leaves it a pauper; he entered it a prince, he 
leaves it a fugitive; he flees from falling lightnings 
which consume the architecture of a lifetime.'' 

(6) The final act in the drama sets down in let
ters of livjng flame that the evil that men do, lives 
after them. For under the influence of wine he dis
honours his own daughters, and becomes by means 
of them, the progenitor of the Moabites and the 
Ammonites, who proved to be the most relentless 
enemies of the people of G6d (verses 30-38). 

(7) The believer has three great enemies: the
world, the flesh, and the devil; and Scripture has an 
outstanding example of failure before each of them. 
David fell before the flesh (2 Samuel Ir); Peter, be
fore the devil (Matthew 26); and Lot-whose New 
Testament counterpart is Demas-before the world 
(Genesis 19.; 2 Timothy 4. ro). David was res
tored; Peter was restored; neither Lot nor Demas 
was restored; they passed into eternity under a. 
cloud. The very enormity of their sins brought 
Dav•id and Peter to the feet of their God in humble 
penitence. But the descent to worldliness is like 
the freezing of ice on a pond-an almost unperceived 
process; it resembles those habits, sometimes ac
quired, which are too insignificant to be noticed until 
they become too strong to be broken. 



Chapter Five. 

ABRAHAM (5). 

Third Declension of Abraham: In Abimelech's Land 

'(Genesis 20). 

T
HE outstanding lesson which we learn from this 

third declension of Abrahain may be set forth 
in a couplet from George Herbert: 

"Dare to be true, nothing can need a lie; 
The fault which needs it most, grows two thereby." 

It appears from the narrative, that between Abra
ham and Sarah whose beauty fascinated kings, an
arrangement had been made before they left Meso
potamia whereby she was, in the presence of
strangers, to pose as his sister instead of as his wife
(verse 13); and although they had had one solemn
warning, of the danger of such an expedient (ichapter
12) we find them here again acting upon it. We
learn the sad fact that a believer who, when walking
with God, can rise to rare heights of dignity and
nooleness, can, if he forsakes that path descend to
depths lower than do worldly men. ''Abraham's
fall on this occasion was deeper than on the previous
one; .for he now had the divine prornise that within
that very year Sarah wou]d become the mother of a
miraculous child."

From another point of view the incident was clearly 
a fresh attempt on the part of Satan to render in
valid the promise with regard to the coming Mes
sianic seed (see Genesis 3. 1 5; Exodus 1. I 6-22; 
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2 Chronicles 22. 10-11; Matthew 2. 16-18). So 
unreliable are even the best of men, and so bitter 
Satan's hatred of Christ, that if God had not inter
vened again and again that promise would never have
been fulfilled (Psalm 1 o S. 13- r 5). 

The man who so powerfully interceded for Sodont 
here leaves the place of fellowship; and that sacred 
ministry temporarily ceases. .It is clear that the 
exercise of soul through which God caused Abraham, 
to pass because of his deviation from the path of 
rectitude, not only effected his complete r�stqration, 
but also led him out once more in intercession· on 
behalf of the.man whom he had wronged (chapter 20. 
7 and 17). .Abraham's three declensions the ref ore 
··'repr�sent the vulnerable points in the life of faith.
The first blow is directed against a separated walk
the second against trust in the Word; the third
against prayer. The devil always concentrates his
assaults on these three citadels of sainthood.''

Seventh Manifestation: Cast him out (Genesis 21 ). 

This chapter is in four sections·: 

1. The birth of Isaac (verses 1 to 8).

2. The departure of Ishmael (verses 9 to 14a).

3. The kindness of God (verses 14 to 21).

4. Abraham and Abimelech (verses 22 to 34).

In due course the promi,se of God was fulfilled; and 
the opening verses of Genesis 2 1 tell cff the supreme 
gladness •with which Isaac was welcomed by Sarah 
anq Abraham. Formerly, when the promise was 
made that she should have a son, Sarah had laughed 
incredul<1usly ( chapter 18. I 0-12); now she laugh� 
for sheer joy because the promise has been trans
lated into fact ( chapter 2 I. 6). 



STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 37 

In the midst of their joy, however, lshmael was 
found mocking or p�rsec;uting Isaac (verse 9; Gala
tians 4. 29); and Sarah peremptorily demanded that 
Hagar and her son be expelled from the home. 
"Wherefore she said unto Abraham: cast out this 
bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bond
woman shall not b� heir with my son, even with 
Isaac. And the thing was very grievous in Abra
ham's sight because of his son" ( verses 9-1 1 ) • 

But when Abraham was thus brought yery low 
God appeared unto him; and on this, the seventh 
manifestation of Himself to His servant, brought him 
counsel in his perplexity �nd comfort to susta_in him 
in his sorrow. He was not to grieve unnecessarily 
over Hagar and Ishmael (verse I 2); he was to accede 
to Sarah's request, for it was in Isaac that the Mes
sianic line ran (verse I 2); and he was assun;d that 
Ishmael, too, would become a mighty man ''because 
he was Abraham's seed" (:verse 13). 

Genesis 2 I should be carefully compared with 
Galatians 4. The historical facts recorded in the 
former are said in the latter to be full of spiritual 
significance. Sarah and Hagar-the two mothers
represent grace and law respectively. Isaac and 
Ishmael-the two sons-represent the two natures 
in the child of God (Galatians 4. 29). "He that was 
born after the flesh" typifies the old man which we 
are to put off (Ephesians 4. 22); "he that was, born 
after the spirit" represents the new man which we 
are to put on (Ephesians 4. 24; see also Galatians .5. 
I 6- I 8). 

Eighth Manifestation: Take thy son (Genesis 22). 

We have seen that the two great controlling prin
ciples in Abraham's life were faith and obedience; 
and in the chapter before us now we have the sup
reme illustration of the effects on the earthly side of 
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these two principles, namely, surrender. In chapter 
12, Abraham abandoned home and country; in chap
ter I 3 he relinquished, in favour of Lot, his right to 
the first claim of the land; iri chapter I 4 he re
nounoed the off er of the king of Sodom; in chapter 
2 I he gave up Ishmael; in chapter 22 he surrendered 
Isaac. There are four things in the last named 
chapter which we are to note. 

(1) Heavy Trial '(verses 1-2).

"And it came to pass ... that God did tempt Abra
ham." The word translated "tempt" means "to 
prove," and is so translated in the R. V. (see also 
I Kings 10. I; I Samuel I 7. 39). "Satan tempts us 
that he may bring out the evil that is in our hearts; 
God tries or tests us that He may bring out all the 
good." 

"God did prove Abraham and said unto him: 
Abraham; and he said: Behold, here am I. And He 
said: Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and 
offer him there fg_r a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of" (verses 1-2). 

It may be well at the outset to answer a difficulty 
which distresses some tender hea'rts. ''God seems 
to have required of Abraham what was wrong: He 
see�s to sanction human sacrifice. My reply is: 
God did not sanction it. You must take the story 
as a whole-the conclusion as well as the commence
ment. The sacrifice of Isaac was commanded .at 
first, and forbidden at the end. Had it ended in Ab
raham's accomplishing the sacrifice, I know not 
what could have been said; it would have left on the 
page of Scripture a dark and painful blot.'' But 
He who said: Take thy son and offer him (verse 2) 
said also: Lay not thine hand upon the lad (verse 
12). It was Abraham's heart, not Isaac's life, that 
God wanted, and He got it. Let me illustrate. 
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It is said that during the Napoleonic wars the 
Emperors of Prussia, Austria, and Russia, were dis
cussing the relative absolute unquestioning obedi
ence of their soldiers-each claiming in this regard 
the pre-eminence for his own soldiers. J:'hey were 
sitting in a-room in the second storey. To test the 
matter they agreed that -each would call in turn the 
sentinel at the door and command him to leap out 
at the window. 

First the Prussian monarch called his man: "Leap 
out of the window" was the order. "Your Maj
esty," said the soldier, "it would kill me." He was 
then dismissed, and the Austrian soldier was called. 
''Leap out of the window,'' commanded the Em
peror. "I will," said th� man, "if you really mean 
what you say.'' He was dismissed, and the Czar 
called his man. "Leap out of that window," said 
the Czar. Without a word in reply the man crossed 
himself and started to obey; but, of course, was 
stopped before he reached the window. Were these 
Emperors guilty of murder? asks the narrator of the 
story. Surely not; because their purpose was not to 
sacrifice the soldiers but only to test their ooedience. 
God's purpose likewise must be judged not by Hie
command alone but by the story of Genesis 22 in its 
completeness. 

The words of verse 2 have been compared to a 
case of knives lacerating Abraham's heart. They 
contain a command, obedience to which would to all 
appearance have rendered invalid the promise of God; 
for it was in Isaac that the seed was to be called. 
Here then we have the greatest of the men of faith 
subjected to the heaviest of a11 forms of trial. 

'(2) Swift Obedience (verses 3·10). 

Abraham's response to the command was (a) 
Swift. "Abraham rose up early in the morning•'; 
he made haste and delayed not to keep God's com
mandment (Psalm I 19. 60). (b) Unquestioning. 
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He had already obeyed when he knew not where; he 
now obeys when he knew not why. (c) Deliberate. 
No sudden flicker of enthusiasm was this, but 
patient, persevering, unwavering obedience through 
the slow-moving hours of three leaden-footed days. 
(d) Complete. "Abraham stretched forth his hand
and took the knife to slay his son" (verse 10).

His abandonment to the will of God has now been 
proved genuine and unreserved; and in verses ·16-18 
God speaks of him as having actually done that which 
he was commanded to do. "By Myself have I 
sworn saith the Lord; for because thou hast done this 
thing and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, 
that in blessing I will bless thee ... and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because 
thou hast obeyed My voice.'' ''By faith Abraham 
when he was tried offered up Isaac" (Hebrews 
II. IJ).

It is noticeable that there is not a word said about 
Abraham's feelings during this terrible ordeal. 
The innocent question of Isaac (verse 7) must 
have been to his father as a furnace heated 
seven times. ''He looks on his child and there is 
agony. He looks up to his God, and the agony melts 
into the calm of unruffled peace.'' It is clear both 
from Genesis 2 2 and Hebrews I I that he was quite 
convinced that if Isaac ·were offered in obedience to 
divine command, God would have raised him again 
from the dead. Before parting from the servants at 
the foot of Moriah he said to them: ''I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship and come again to you" 
(verse 5); and commenting on the story Hebrews I I.

I 9 definitely states that he accounted ''that God was 
able to raise him up even from the dead, from whence 
also he received him in a figure.'' 

(3) Divine Manifestation (verses 11-14).

The eighth manifestation of Jehovah to Abraham 
is of a threefold character. In the first portion of it 
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He proves Abraham (verses 1-2); in the second, He 
restrains him (verses I I - 14); and in the third, He 
rewards him ( verses I 5- I 8). 

The contents of this precious portion-the typi_cal 
significance of which we shall examine later-may 
be set forth in the words of the poet: 

''Say not deiar soul: from whence can God relieve thy careP 
Remember that Omnipotence hath servants everywhere. 
His methods are sub.lime, His ways supremely kind, 
God never is before His tim,e and never is behind." 

His intervention on behalf of His sorely-tried 
friend was absolutely in the nick of time (verses 1 1-
1 2); and the thorn-crowned ram became the servant 
of Omnipotence, which Abraham took and offered for 
a burnt-offering in the stead of his son (verse I 3). 
God had indeed for Abraham made a way of escape 
(1 Corinthians 10. 13). 

"And Abraham called the name of that place 
Jehovah-jireh," that is: "The Lord will see, or, the 
Lord will provide" (Genesis 22. 14 margin). "By 
combining the thoughts suggested by the two read
ings we grasp the tremendous truth that the God of 
vision is the God of provision. The foresight and 
omnipotence of God are two wings of an eagle that 
soars into the empyrean bearing Abraham upon its 
pinions.'' 

(4) Measureless Reward ·cverses 15-19).

Abraham's perfect obedience brings heaven's 
measureless reward. ''Supreme sacrifice is crowned 
with rapturous blessing. God has purposes so 
gracious and promises so generous that the grandest 
similes are required to express them. The form as 
well as the contents of the promise is exuberant. 
Elect to unexampled suffering, Abraham was also 
elect to unexampled blessing." 
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To Abraham personally the blessing was one 
which resulted in deepened and matured knowledge 
of God, and of the heart-rest :which that brings. ''I 
find," says Tholuck, "in all Christians who have 
passed through much tribulation, a certain quality 
of ripeness which I am of opinion can be ·found in no 
other school. Just as a certain degree of solar heat 
is nec;:essary to bripg the finest fruits to perfection, 
so is fiery trial .indispensable for ripening the inner 
,:nan.',-

The death of Sarah (Genesis 23)a 

This chapter brings before us Abraham's sup
reme sorrow - the death of his beautiful wif-e. 
''Sarah died in Kirjath-arba _ . . . and Abra
ham came to mourn for Sarah and to ween 
for her" (verse 2). "The unspoken merp.ories 
of a lifetime were in those bears." Faith in 
God does not lead to stoical indifference in 
the presence of sorrow, although it restra_ins us from 
sorrowing as others which have no ·hope. It �'neither 
eradicates nor reproves sorro\v, but tempers and hal-
lows it and binds up the broken heart.'' 

The loneliness which characterised his life after 
Sarah's death deepened in his heart the con_scious
ness of the fact. that he was a stranger and sojourner 
on the earth (verse 4). That consciousness re-ap
pears in his descendants again and again (Genesis 
47. 9; Exodus 6. 4; r Chronicles 29. r 5; Psalm 39.
12; Hebrews I 1. 13).

The Call of Rebekah (Genesis 24). 

This is one of the most charming love stories in the 
Bible. It records how, at the command of his mas
ter, the unnamed servant went forth to seek a bride 
for his master's son who had figuratively died and 
risen again. It describes how he came in touch with 
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the woman who was divinely chosen for the well
beloved son; and how, with tales of Isaac's wealth 
and glory, he sought to detach her heart from the 
scene in which he found her. It tells of how the
chosen bride was willing to leave all and to go to a 
land and a person that were known to her only by 
report, and of ho'w that person came part of the way 
to meet her. It narrates, finally, how that one re
ceived her unto himself in order that she might share 
his home and destiny. 

These historical facts teem with spiritual signi
ficance. For they illustrate in a very wonderful 
way the mission of the Holy Spirit Who has come to 
seek the church; and Who, by unfolding the personal 
and official glories of the risen Lord, detaches Chris
tain hearts from the world and allures them on to 
One Whom having not seen they love. 

"'Though the land that we shall dwell in, 
Only by r.eport is known, 
Yet we freely all abandon, 
Led by that r,erport alone; 
And to Jesus, 
Through the trackless deep move on." 

Like Isaac, our Lord Jesus will come from His 
Father's house to meet us; like him, too, the Saviour
will receive us unto Himself in order that we mav 
share His royal home and glorious destiny for ever 
( 1 Thessalonians 4; John I 4; Colossians 3. I; 
Revelation 2 2) . 

From another point of view the unnamed servant 
exemplifies in a sevenfold way what should charac
terise every true servant of God: 

( 1) He did not run before he was sent; he was
commissioned ( yerses 1-9).

(2) He recognised his absolute dependence upon
God: he was prayerful (lverses I 0-14).
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(3) He sought definite guidance and obtained it
(verses I 5-2 I).

(4) His service was blended with worship
(verses 22-28).

(5) His master's interests were his one concern
(.verses 29-53).

(6) His message was an urgent one and admitted
of no delay (verses 54-60).

His task was not completed until he led to 
the son of his master the one whose heart he 
had won (verses 61-67). 

From still another point of view-that of the soul
winner-the late William Thompson, the Scottish 
Evangelist, used the following beautiful outline:-

1. Sought prayerfully (verse 12).
2. Captivated completely (lverse 18).

3. Enriched lavishly (verse 22).

4. Brought jealously (verse 61).

5. Delivered gladly (verse 66).

The Death of Abraham (Genesis 25). 

"Abraham gave up the ghost ... 3Jn old man and full 
of years; and was gathered to his people'' (verse 8). 
That last phrase cannot mean that he was lajd to 
rest with his people in Mesopotamia, for he was 
buried in the cave of Machpelah (lverse Jo). The 
gathering place was not in Chaldea but in the unseen 
world; and the phrase gives point to our Lord's word 
when He said that God is not the God of the dead 
but of the living (Matthew 22. 32). 
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''His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the 
cave of Machpelah" (verse 9). "Death brings es
tranged brothers together to drink the cup of a com
mon sorrow; they look at each other with tear
dimmed eyes; they see, in the light of eternity, how 
paltry are all causes of earthly strife. When all 
other means of reconciliation fail, death makes 
friends and brethren kind.'' 

As we think back through the chapters which 
describe the life of this great man of God we feel how 
true are Strachan' s eloquent words: "Through God's 
loving kindness he had found good in everything. He 
was rich, and riches were not a curse to him; he suf
fered, and trial was a blessing to him; he sinned, and 
by God's wonderful grace, he got. good out of evil." 



Chapter Six. 

ISAAC: SON SHIP. 

(1) Isaac Typically.

W
E pass now to Isaac who stands on the page 
of inspiration as the illustration of the truth 
of Sonship. Comparing what is said of him 
in Genesis 21 with what is said of him in 

Galatians 4, we learn that he is the type of those 
glad souls who,· standing fast in the liberty where
with Christ has set them free, are free indeed (Gala
tians 5. 1; John 8. 36). He is t_he son of the free
woman in contrast to Ishmael who was the son of 
the bondwoman (Galatians 4. 22); he was born after 
the spirit while the other was born after the flesh 
(Galatians 4. 29); and he was the true heir (Gala ... 
tians4. 30). 

Three New Testament scriptures sum up the 
spiritual teaching which underlies these historical 
facts, namely: John I. I 2 ;. Galatians 4. 6; Hebrews 
2. 1 o. The first of these tells us of the place of
liberty into which we have been brought-that of 
sons; the second tells us of the power which enables 
us to live as sons-the Spirit of God; while the third 
unveils the prospect which lies ahead of us as sons 
-an inheritance of glory (see also I Peter I. 3-5;
Romans 8. 14-18).

(2) Isaac personally.

Personally, Isaac is the least interesting of the 
three patriarchs. Although he lived longer than 
Abraham or Jacob, much less space is devoted to 
him than to either of these. Apart from the story 
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of his "obedience unto death" (Genesis 22), and the 
record of the birth and blessing of his two sons 
(Genesis 25 and 27), almost everything that is said 
of him is confined to one chapter-Genesis 26. He 
is there revealed to us as a man whose disposition 
was reflective rather than energetic; passive rather 
than active. '' A lover of solitude he well knew the 
soothing influence of nature over vexed spirits. The 
moaning of the wind, the, murmur of the fountain, 
the rustling of the grain, possess to him ine�pressible 
charn1. A lover of quietude, he avoids din and con
flict and devotes himself to peaceful pursuits the 
sowing of the seed, the digging of wells.'' 

In the last named chapter we find two manif esta
tions of Jehovah to him; the first being recorded in 
verses 2-5. Because of famine Isaac had evidently 
purposed to go down to Egypt-the granary of the 
ancient world; but on his way thither he was stopped 
at Gerar by Jehovah who forbad his goipg to Egypt 
and commanded him to stay where he was (rverses 
I -3). According to Genesis ro. I 9 Gerar was oh 
the borderland of Canaan, and was a kind of half
way house to Egypt. The descent. (:ver.s�s 1-6) was 
followed bv deceit (verses 7-9)-i.saac doing �n Gerat 
what his father did m Egypt. lt was an act of 
cowardice and selfishness for which, but for the 
mercy of God, he would have had to. pay dearly. 
Even as it was, hi� rlec.eit was followed by disgrace 
(verses Io- I I )-the conduct of the heathen -king 
putting to sfiame the conduct of the believer. 

Prosperity came to Isaac in Abimelech's land 
(verses I 2- I 4) and this led to contention with 
A'bimelech'·s men (verses I 5-2 I). Only wh�n "he 
removed from thence" did he find refreshment and 
rest (verse 22). 

"And he went up from thence to Beersheba" 
(verse 23). He is now back to the land of God's 
appointment; and we read that the Lord appeared 
unto him the same night and, bidding him ''Fear 
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not," assured him of heavenly companionship, divine 
blessing, and abundant fruitfulness (verse 24). 

In response to this second manifestation of J e
hovah, lsaac builded an altar there-worship; he 
called upon the name of the Lord-grayer: he pitched 
his tent there-g_ilg_rim_a�e: and there his servants 
digged a well-. :refreshment (verse 25). "Here we 
have most blessed IJrogress. The moment he took 
a step in the right direction, he went from strength 
to strength. He entered into the joy of God's pre
sence, tasted the sweets of true worship, exhibited 
the character of a stranger and pilgrim, and found 
peaceful refreshment and an undisputed ·well, which 
the Philistines could not stop because they were not 
there." 

The effect on others of his complete testorati<;>n to 
fellowship with his God is told in verses 26-3 3. 
Those who hitherto had· striven with-him now recog
nise that the Lord was manifestly with him (verses 
27, 28); and, instead of seeking at every tum. to an. 
tagonise him, earnestly desire his friendship (verse 
29). 

The wen: "We have found water" '(verse 32). 

The scriptures have much to say about wells and 
water. These two similes are employe� to set forth:-

( 1) The emptiness of the ungodly life-2 Peter
2. I 7: "Wells without ·water." 

(2) The freshness of the Christian life-John 4.
I 4: "A well of living water." 

The cleansing effect of the Word-Ephesians 
5. 26; Psalm I 19. 9: "Cleanse and sanctify."
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(4) The priceless privilege of prayer-Numbers
20. 8; Exodus 1 7. 5: "That rock was Christ"
( I Corinthians Io. 4). Smitten once; spoken
to often.

(}5) The fulness of the Spirit-Ephesians 5. IS; 
John 7. 37-39: Rivers of living water. 

(6) The joy of the redeemed-Isaiah 12. 2-3.

The wells of salvation.

Complete and eternal satisfaction-Revela
tion 7. 13-17: ''Fountains of living water."



Chapter Seven. 

JACOB: DISCIPLINE. 

T 
H;E late q_u�e? Victori?- once vis.ite? a paper m

·.
ill

1n the v1c1n1ty of Windsor Castle. The fore-. 
man showed ·the illustrious visitor over the 
works and pointed. out the various $tages 

through which the paper passed. Presently ··she 
was led into th� rag-sorting shop where men were 
engaged in picking o.ut rags from the refuse of the 
city. She enquired w.hat was don� w:ith that dirty 
mess of rags and was told that, sorted out, it would 
make the finest white paper. Some little time after.,. 
wards Her Majesty received a packet of the mo$'t 
delicate white paper bearing her own. image as a 
water-mark, and accompanying_ the gift was a letter 
explaining that the paper which she rtow saw before 
her was made from the rags which she had seen on 
the day of her visit. 

This incident very aptly illu?trates the transfor
mation which took place in the life of Jacob, whose 
story is now to engage our attention. WheQ. he first 
comes before us he is characterised by deceit, false
hood, cunning, and the most utter selfishness, and as 
we \vat ch him in his dealings with his fell ow men
twisted, crooked, 6ase-we are constrained to agree 
with the words of an old servant of Christ. Some-. 
one objected to the words of Romans 9. 13: "Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated''; and when the 
prea�her asked_ 'Yhat was his difficultX he replied
that 1t w�s occas1o?ed by t�e words: ' Esau bave I 
hated." "Well, sir," replied the preacher, "ho·w 
differently we are constituted. The stiange�t part 
to me is tnat He could have loved Jacob.'' And yet, 
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as we shall see presently, out of this unpromising 
material God made one of the noblest of men. By 
the stern loving discipline of suffering, and sorrow, 
and loss; by unm_erited grace and boundless love, the 
heavenly Potter transformed Jacob the supplanter
a piece of broken earthenware, into Israel a prince 
with God-a vessel meet for the Master's use. 
"Crystalized in his experience are the sorrows and 
struggles and weaknesses which beset the path ·of 
the majority of Christians. Ev.ery word of such a 
story is instinct with life, every sentence is a har
binger of hope, and our hearts sob a tribute of loving 
gratitude to the God of love who has given us such 
a tale of matchless grace." \Ve think of thos_e who 
are daily the subjects of such grace and we say: 
''Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in tne. Lord his God" (Psalm 146. 5); 
we think of I.Iim who exercises the grace, and with 
full hearts we exclaim: 

"Glor.y to Him Who from the mire,
In patient length of days, 
Elaborated into life a people for His praise.,:

The record of Jacob's life is found in Genesis 2 5. 
I 9-3 4; chapters 2 7 to 3 5; chapters 46 to 50. These
portions should be carefully and repeatedly read in 
order that the full effects of the transformation ef
fected in his life may be seen. 

The story is in four sections: (I) From his birth 
to Bethel where, for the first time, he found himself 
consciously in the presence of God (Genesis 2 5. 
19-34; chapters 27 and 28); (;2) from Bethel to Peniel
where he first surrendered to God (chapters 29 to 32);
(3) from Peniel back to Bethel where he first began
really to live for God ( chapters 3 3 to 3 5); (4) from
Bethel to Egypt, the place from which he went home
to oe with God (chapters 46 to 50).
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(1) Frorn Birth to Bethel"

(a) Birthright (Genesis 25. 29,.34).
Esau was by a few .minutes the elder of the two 

boys, and to him belonged the rights of the first
born. The one who would i:eceive the blessing of 
Isaac would be· in the direct line .. of the Messianic 
promise (Genesis 12), and wb.uld inherit spirit:u�l 
privileges of ave� high ordet (Is�iah .43. ro::- 12; 
Romans 9. 4-5). But it i$ evid�nt that E·$aU. valued 
none of these thipgs. In, JI'eorews I·2. 16 he js 
spoken of as c;i. ''profane person who· for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthrighf'; a m.an who fpr the 
gra_tiftcation of a momentary appetite bc;1.:rtere� eter
nal wealth. He prefe.rred the present to the £uture, 
the sen_sual to the spiritual, -$i'ght to faith. 

When we turn to J acoo we fi�d his conduct equally. 
reprehensible. His first recorded words- are: "Sell 
me this day thy birthright''; and irt the cirGumstances 
in ·which it was made, such an appeal to such a :qian 
was irresistible., While it is true that God had said
that the elder wou1d serve the younger (Genesis 25. 
23) Jacob had_ to learn that the prophecy· would be
fulfilled without his scheming; t.hat God would carry
out His purposes in His own way.

'(b) Blessing (Genesis 27). 

The contents of this chapter gather rou�d the four 
actors in it. 

(1) Isaac (verses 1-4).

There was favouritism in the home. Rebekah 
loved Jacob, Isaac loved Esau; and· in this section 
we behold the aged father who thought he was about 
to die, expressing his desire to bestow on his.favour
ite what God h�d destined for Jacob. That desire. 
was strongly bound up with bodily needs (verses 
3-4).
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(2) Rebekah (verses 5•17).

Rebekah overheard what had been said, and, filled 
with a nameless dread that the promise of God should 
be invalidated she plots and schemes on behalf of her 
beloved Jacob. Her anxiety for the carrying out of 
the divine purpose was admirable; the method she 
adopted to ensure its being carried ·out was despic
able. She sought a right thing in a wrong way. 

(3) Jacob (verses 18-29).

Jacob hesitated to do as he was told, but his hesi
tancy was due, not to the fact that it was wrong, 
but because he feared the consequences of discovery 
(verses I I- I 2). And so he becomes a liar (verse I g), 
a hypocrite (verse 20), a deceiver (verse 24), and a 
thief ( verse 3 5 ) . 

(4) Esau (verses 30-40).

When Esau returned and found what had happened 
''he cried with an exceeding great and bitter cry'' 
(verse 34 R.V.). "Those tears of Esau the bold 
impetuous man-almost like the cry of a trapped 
creature-are among the most pathetic in the Bible.'' 
'' Afterward when he would have inherited the bless-
ing he was rejected; for he found no place for repent
ance though he sought it carefully with tears'' 
(Hebrews I 2. 17). It should be noted, however, 
that he wept, not because he was a sinner, but be
cause hf' w�.s a loser; that his tear.::: were occasioned 
by the evil whjch sin brings, and not by the sin which 
brought the evil. "When the New Testament tells 
us that he found no place for repentance, it means 
that there was no possibility of undoing what had 
been accomp)ished. He found no way to change his 
father's mind though he earnestly sought one.'' 

We pause here to gather up some lessons: (I) 
''Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him." (2) 
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"Good ends do not justify bad means.,. (3) Misery 
stalks in transgression's rear. (4) The firmament 
of God's providence overspreads the fa,thomless sea 
of His love. 

(o) Bethel (Genesis 28).

Genesis 2 7 ends as it began-· with deceit. the 
enraged brother is determined to have revenge on 
Jacob (verse 41), and Rebekah; fearing murder, a·r
ranged for Jacob to go to her brother Laban in Meso
potamia until Esau's ang�r should _cool (tverses- 42-
46). C�apter 2_8 tells of his departure from home 
and of his -experience at Bethel. 

"A lonely wanderer, hated by his brother, and ob
liged to flee from home in order to save his life, Jacob 
learns on the very first night of bis exile that he is 
the object of Heaven's love and care, and that the 
angels of God were �usilY.. :pass�ng �nd . repassing 
from heaven to earth 1n m�n1stenng to him.'' _ In 
the course of his life Jacob had seven of these divine 
manifestations. 

As he lay down to rest on that me_morable. night 
he came to one of the great Grises of his life; there 
for the first time he came into direct touch with the 
living God. Despi�e his �rooked and deceitful ways, 
the earnestness with which he sought the blessing 
proved that he was a man who vaJued spiritual privi
leges; and although God had later on to discipljne 
him by tribulation sore, He deals with him here in 
tenderest grace. Three things stand out in the. 
story: 

'(1) The1 Vision (verses 10·12). 

'' And he dreamed and behold a ladder set up on 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:· and 
behold the angels of God ascending, anci descend-



STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 5 5 

ing on it'' (verse 12). '' Ascending and descending.'' 
''When we ask why this order is chosen and pre
served, the answer seems to be that it lifts the veii 
from a divine guardianship, unthought of by us, but 
real and persistent. It was the relieving of the 
heavenly guard that Jacob witnessed. The angels 
of God had attended him on his way to Bethel. 
They were around him when he stopped, when he 
chose his resting place, and when he laid down his 
head upon the stone. They were now ascending in 
order that those descending might take their place." 
We have not realised the full significance of the fact 
that the people of 'God are th_e subjec:;ts of angelic 
ministry (2 Kings 6. 16-17; Psalm 34. 7; Daniel 6. 
22; H-ebrews 1. 14). 

The Voice (verses 13·15). 

A-t that moment Jacob's requirements were two
fold. He needed the assurance that his meanness 
and trickery had not robbed him of what he so earn
estly craved, and this is graciously given to him (see 
verses 13-14). There is a phrase in verse 14 which 
should be noted. Abraham is the father of 
the earthly people as well as of all that be
lieve, and his seed is compared to both "stars and 
sand" (Genesis 22. I 7). Isaac is a figure of Him 
Who because of his obedience unto death will bring 
many sons to glory. His seed is compared to 
"stars" only (Genesis 26. 4). Jacob is heir of the 
promises according to the flesh, and his seed is com
pared to "dust of the earth" only (Genesis 28. 14). 

But Jacob needed not only assurance regarding the 
glorious future; he was in distressing circumstances 
and required immediate comfort and help. He had 
just left home and was conscious of friendlessness 
and lonelirness. This is met by Jehovah's Word, 
''I am with thee.'' He was absolutely defenceless 
and his heart trembled as he travels into the un
known. This is met by Jehovah's promise; "I will 
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keep thee in ail places whither thou goe$t. '' He. fears 
that the hatred with which Esau nqw regarded him 
would forever prevent his return to the land which he 
was now Ieiving. This .is met by Jehovah's assur
ance: ''I will bring thee again into' this land.,., Thus 
his loneliness is met by the assurance of djvi.ne com
pan�onship; his fearfulness, by the assu.rance of 
omnipot�nt protection: and .his· :uncertainty, by the 
assurance of heavenly gQ,id�nce. 

Hazlitt sarcastically rema:rks that ·' 'in the dc;tys of 
J a.cob there. was a ladd�t betwe-ert heaven and ea,rth;. 
but now the heavens have go:nefurther off, and they 
have become astronomical.'' Thank God that state
ment is untrue; fo�, as Strachan has said., although 
the dream has faded a,nd ·the symbols have vanished, 
and the voice is silent, the fq.cts remain. "God is 
in His he_ave�, _loviI?g art� �-aring. for Ill.en, send�n� 
forth.-. -His pnnistenng sp1nts and. Himself speaking 
to the souls of men. These are nQ mere dreams, but 
great realities; and the unif0rm result of the act of 
faith which accepts th�m is the shi.ftjng of the ��ntre 
of life and all its interests. from earth to h�aven." 

"I will not leave thee" (verse I 5).. That p_romjse 
1s repeated to the children of God again· and again 
(Deuteronomy 3 r. 6; Joshua 1. 5; r Chronicles 28. 
20; Hebrews I 3. 5).

The Vow (verses 16-22). 

Although the vision and the voice made a.n abiding 
impression on his mind, they do not seem to have 
vitally influenced his life. Nevertheless,. although 
hi� language i� faulty and his. respons� inco�plete� 
this first meeting with God was a thing which he 
never forgot (Genesis 48. 3).. To co;mm.emorate. it 
his pillow is changed into a pillar (vers� I 8) i and he 
pledges himself to the service of God (werse 22). 



Chapter Eight. 

JACOB (2). 

(2) From Bethel to Peniel.

A
FTER the thrilling experiences of the night at 

Bethel Jacob resumed his long journey, and in 
due course arrived in Mesopotamia where for 
20 years he was to be a pupil in the school of 

experience. Into the details of the story we cannot 
enter, but from the chapters which describe them 
( 29 to 3 I) one blessed truth emerges, namely, that 
God weaves our web of time with mercy and with 
judgment. The depression of spirit occasioned by 
the injustice and deceit of Laban was counteracted 
by the presence of Rachel, the beautiful Syrian shep
herdess, with whose love Jacob's life was enriched 
and blessed (Genesis 29. 20; Proverbs I 8. 22). 

At the end of 20 years of unjust treatment, the 
conduct of Laban became intolerable, and God provi
dentially used this to kindle in Tacob' s heart the 
desire to return to the land of his fathers and to his 
kindred ( chapter 3 I. 3). In due course the two 
men separate: Laban departed and returned to his 
place and Jacob went on his way (Genesis 3 1 and 
32. r). The supreme crisis of his life lay just ahead
of him, and in preparation for it he becomes once
more the subject of angelic ministry (Genesis 32. I).

The command to return to his kindred recalled to 
Jacob's mind as vividly as if he had done it only a 
few hours before, the trickery by which he had de
frauded Esau of his father's blessing; and the con
sciousness of his guilt in this connection robbed him 
of that confidence toward God, and of that boldness 
toward man which characterise those who haYe the 
priceless possession of an uncondemning heart 
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(r John 3. 21; Proverbs 28. 1). He sent messengers 
to his brother, and these return with t� alarming 
news that Esau is on his way to meet him with 400 
men (Genesis 32. 3-6). Jacob is now greatly afraid, 
and in his distress both plans (verses 7-8) and prays 
(verses g-12). He invokes the God of his fathers at 
whose command he was returning to Canaan (verse 
9), confesses his unworthiness of the kindnesses 
which had been showered upon him (verse 10), and 
pleads for deliverance from the hand of his brother 
Esau (verses I 1-12). He had little faith in the 
efficacy of his prayer, however, for immediately after 
offering it he began scheming and planning once 
more (verses 13-20). Apparently he was conscious 
that something of supreme impo'rtance was about to 
happen; for yielding to an overmastering desire for 
solitude he conducted his camp across the ford Jab
bok in order that through the stillness of that memor
able night he might be left alone (verses 2 I -24). 
"That night"-referred to in verses 2 I and 22-he 
reached the turning point in his spiritual life which 
brought to an end for ever his trickery, cunning, and 
deceit, and from which he emerged a broken but a 
very blessed man. We shall follow the words of 
Scripture as we trace the stages of the conflict 
through whjch he passed. 

(1) Wrestling (verse 24).

'' And Jacob ·was left alone; and there wrestled a 
Man with him until the breaking of the day." It 
should be noted that it was not Jacob who wrestled 
with the Man; it was the Man who wrestled with 
Jacob-an entirely different thing. "This passage 
is often quoted as an instance of Jacob's earnestness 
in prayer, It is nothing of the sort. It is an in
stance of God's earnestness to take from us all that 
hinders our truest life, whilst we resist Him with all 
our might and main. It was not that Jacob wished 
to obtain aught from God, but it was that He-the 
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angel Jehovah-had a controversy with this double
dealing and crafty child of His; desirous to break up 
his self-sufficiency for ever, and to. give scope for the 
development of the Israel that lay cr·amped and cof
fined within.'' The self life is the supplanter of the 
Christ life, and it is the method of our deliverance 
from the former that is portrayed in the scene by 
J abbok' s rushing stream. 

(2) Clinging (verse 25).

· 'And when He saw that He prevailed not against
him, He touched the hollow of his thigh and the hol
low of Jacob's thigh ·was out of j_oint as He wrestled 
with him." The sinew of the thigh is the strongest 
in the human body, and by a touch there the mysteri
ous Visitor rendered Jacob helpless. The resister 
becomes a clinger, and learns that the hour of his. 
physical prostration is the hour 0f his spiritual 
triumph. Hitherto the carnal life had dominated 
him; henceforth his lif.e was to be divinely ruled. 

(3) Beseeching (verse 26).

'' And He said: Let me go, for the day bre:ak
eth. And he said, I will not let Thee go except Thou 
bless me." Jacob fi.rst schemed (Genesis 27), then 
he prayed and schemed (Genesis 32. 9-20), but now 
he prays (verse 26). ''He had power over the angel 
and prevailed; he wept and made supplication unto 
Him" (Hosea 12. 4). The supplanter becomes a 
supplicant, and secures by prayer and in weakness 
what he could never have secured by subtlety or 
strength. But before God imparts the blessing ·we 
hear Jacob 

(4) Confessing (verse 27).

"And He said unto him: What is thy name? And 
he said: Jacob." Names of old stood for character, 
and before God blesses Jacob He gets from him the 
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confession of what he was; ''V: ou: ask Me to bless 
you/' said God. "Very well, what js your name?" 
''My I?ame Js Jac�b-·-· suppla.nt�r� deceiver,. liar, 
hypocrite, thief; my life has been one <:areer of crafty 
c�nning and vulturous greed." To that confe.ssion 
God immediately tespopds. 

(5) Prevailing (v�ir,se 2$).
.. '' And ll;e said: thy nam<: shall be called no m�re 

Jacob but Israel; for as a. pnrice:,h_as.t thou pow¢( ·with 
God and with men, and hast. pttYailftCJ.," · ''The new
name expresses the result of that; night's. sttuggle. 
Ja<i:bb the self...willed supplante( w_ho: insisted on·ha;v
ip,g his ?Wn \vay, ,};>�conies su,bmi$sive to t_he divipe 
rul�. He who had striveI1• again$t G9d is at la$t 
conqu,ered cllld joyfully acknowledges .him.self vas.sal 
of the divirte conqueror,'' This ·is indeed the victory 
of surrender. Up . tin now 'his life in the main was 
one of subtlety and trickery; from. this night on his 
life in the majrt was one of simplicity ·and trust. 

1 t is interesting to notice how· God adapts His 
dealings with His people to their individual require
ments. Jacob was broken before he receive.cl the 
blessing; Paul was broken after it Qcompare Genesis 
32;. 2· Corinthia�s 12). The one: wcis crippled in 
order that he m1ght be crowned; the other was 
humbled lest he should be exalted. 

(6) Enquiring (verse 29).

"And Jacob asked Him and said: tell me, I pray 
thee, Thy name. And He said: wherefore i� it. t�at 
thou dost ask after My name?" As name$ 1n Scrip. ... 
ture are expressive of character, Jacob'� request ·was 
really' one for fuller knowledge of the, Per$on to whom 
be was now ,cljnging. The reply ·which he gets 
re-sembles the reply which Moses received when he 
made a similar request (Exodus •3· 13-l4). That 
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name was to remain undisclosed until the coming of 
the Lord Jesus, Who, as the end of His earthly life 
was approaching, could say: ''I have manifested ·Thy 
name unto the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the 
world" (John 17. 6). But although God could not 
fully reveal Himself to Jacob, ''He blessed him 
there,, (Psalrii'20. 1). 

(7) Beholding (verse 30).

'' And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel; 
for I have seen God face to face and my life is pre-

. served.'' The thought enshrined is these words is 
that of privilege or favour (Deuteronomy 3 4. 1 o )-it 
is the beautific vision. Moses en joyed this privilege 
()Exodus 33. 11); David earnestly sought it (Psalm 
2 7. 4); we may daily possess it. ''We all with un
veiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord are transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory even as by the spirit of the Lord'> 
(2 Corinthians 3. I 8). 

"The soul whose sight all quickening grace renews,
Takes the resemblance of the One she view-s, 
As diamonds stripped of their opaque disguise, 
Reflect the noontide glory of tha ·skies.,, 

"And He blessed him there" (verse 29). 

"Where? ( 1) In the place of loneliness where he 
was alone with God (verse 24); (2) in the place of 
weakness where the sinew shrank (Nerse 2 5); (3) in 
the place of supplication where he wept and prayed 
(verse 26; Hosea 12. 4); (4) in the place of confes
sion where he admitted his guilt (verse 27); (5) in 
the place of power where a princely walk began 
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(verse: 2"8),; (6) in the place of enquiry where a deeper 
knowledge of God was sought (verse 29); (7) in the 
place of vision where he saw the face of God (verse 
30). 

Midnight; Daybreak; Sunshine. 

There are three points of time ref erred to in Gene
sis 32, and these emblemise the ordeal through which 
Jacob passed, the- victory which he achieved, and the 
results which followed. There w1;s midnight conflict 
-protracted and severe (verses 21-22); daybreak
blessing-complete and permanent (verse 26); mid�
day sunshine-without and within (verse 3 I)-.. From
the lc1.st named hour there is no trace of anything in
Jacob but princeliness of conduct and n·obleness of
life. He etnerged from the. crisis a changed man.

(3) From Peniel back to Bethel.

(a) The meetin'g with Esau, chapter 33)"

The finest exposition of this chapter is a verse in 
the book of Proverbs (chapter 16. 7): "When a 
man's way� please th� Lord He maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.'' ''He who meets 
God at dawn will not fear to meet man at noon.'' 

Both Esau and Tacob say: ''I have enough'' 
(verses 9 and I I); but whereas the former mereiy
states the fact, the latter attributes his satisfaction 
to the grace of God. 

(b) The stay at Sheohem (µhap.ter 34).

It would se�m that on his arrival at Shechem, 
Jacob temporarily abandoned the pilgrim character; 
we now read for the first time of one of the patri
archs building a house ( chapter 3 3. I 7). The 
sequel proves, too, that in Jacob's household there 
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had been compromise with the idolaters among whom 
they dwelt ( chapter 3 5. 2). He had to pay a terrible 
price for these things, for his daughter was dishon
oured ( chapter 34. 2), and his sons, who avenged 
the wrong done to their sister, were guilty of bar
berous injustice and cruelty (verses 6-31). 

(c) The Return to Bethel.

"If Genesis 34 is godless, Genesis 35 is full of 
God. The former describes the Shechem life of the 
Hebrews; the latter, their Bethel life. The contrast 
between a believer's and an unbeliever's life is 
scarcely more marked than the contrast between a 
half-hearted and a whole-hearted believer's life.'' 

In the midst of the sorro,v and terror occasion¢d bv.

the happenings recorded in Genesis 3 4, God ap
peared "and said unto Jacob: arise go up to Bethel 
and dwell there" ( Genesis 3 5 . 1). It was a spiritual 
as well as a physical ascent, and it necessitated 
drastic reformations in the home ·(3 5. 2). These, 
however, were duly effected, and God's servant 
reached once more the place where God met him for 
the first time. Here, recalled to "his first love" 
(Revelation 2. 4) he began really to ljve for God. 

RACHEL". 

A man who walks with God is not necessarily ex
empted from trial, for in this chapter we have the 
story of the death of Rachel, the only woman whom 
Jacob ever really loved. The story of he-r death, 
says Strachan, ''is the tale of an agony too deep for 
passion, or tears, or earthly remedy. There are 
oi:ily five verses (Genesis 35. 16-20) and they contain 
but a bare record of facts; yet this is one of the most 
beautifully touching passages in sacred writ. 
Jacob's love for Rachel began witbi tears of joy at 
the well of Haran. When she is so suddenly 
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snatched from him by the hand of death, the springs 
of his emotion seem to be dried up. His sorrow was 
too deep for teats; . His wound never healed .. Long
after, when he was lyirtg far from his native land in
his gilded Egyptian chamber a waiting his own end, 
he recalled th'at journey to Ephrath-the halt by the 
·way, the agorti$ed suspense, the last words, the 
awful stillness-·· and with touchin.g simplicity he
said: '_'She died to my s01;,row" (.Genesis 48. 7
R. V .. M.). 

"The tomb of Jacob·' s earthly hop�$ was, how
ev-Pr,,._t�� b,irthp\ate :a£ his, �eavenly -0n�s. Eph:r;ath
and Bethlehem were o;ne and the Sq.me· place'' (Gene""

sis 48. 7; Matthew �- 6). 

(_c) From B�thel to Egypt. 

Fi;om Gene$is 37 the· stocy .of Jacob's. life becomes 
inextricably bound. up with the lives of- his sons; and, 
of the sons,. Joseph is: the one, who stands out promin""

ently in the records from chapters 37 to 45. At 
chapter 46 Jacob again tome� before us and remains. 
so till almost the dose of the book. 

It is interesting to note that the first I 7 years of 
Joseph's life were spent in Canaan with his. father 
Jacob, and that the last I.7 years of Jacob's life were 
spent in Egypt with his son Jos·eph (compare Gene
sis 37. 2; 47. 28). 

(1) Phara8h.

In response to,Joseph's request (45. 13), and with 
divine permission (46. 3-4), J a.cob went down to 
Egypt,, and was .int:oduced to the greatest. monarch
of his age. When in the presence of the king Jacob 
bestowed on him his blessing (47. � o); an<l without 
all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 
For while Pharaoh was heir to the throne of Egypt, 
Jacob was heir of th'e promises of God. 
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(2) Testimony.

In Geaesis 48. 15-16 we have Jacob's final testi
mony to the goodness and grace of God. He speaks 
of God as ''the One before Whom his fathers walked 
-the God of history; as the God Who had shepherded
him all his life long-the God of providence; and _as
the Angel Who had redeemed him from all evil
the God of grace.'' Faithfulness is linked with the
first of these titles, sustenance with the second, and
redemption with the third.

(3) Death

The life of Jacob had been a stormy one, but as 
the years passed over his head the clouds disap
peared and his closing days resembled the setting of 
a summer sun which is brightest just before it dis
appears. 

As the hour of his dissolution approached he faced 
it calmly and manfully. He quietly yielded up his 
spirit to the God Who gave it and was gathered unto 
his people (chapter 49. 33). 



Chapter Nine. 

Joseph: Victory. 

(Genesis 37; Chapters 39 to 50). 

W
E. now reach the la�t of the seven out�tand-

1ng men of Genesis, and the four th 1n the
history of the chosen race. Joseph is an
almost flawless character, and forms the

ideal type of redeemed and. sanctified manhood. He 
possesses in pre-eminent degree the virtues of his 
ancestors, but is devoid of the faults which occa.,. 
sionally marred their lives. His faith irt God is 
similar to that of Abraham, but is more constant; 
his acquiescence in the wiU of God is as pronounced 
as that of Isaac, but is much more intelligent; he has 
the ability of Jacob without his c;unning .· Both the 
active and the passive virtues are seen in him in ba,1-
anced perfection. He knew how to take occasion 
by the hand; and he knew how to rest in the Lord 
and wait patiently for Him. His life abou:Q.ds with 
incidents which set· forth his noble character; with 
happenings which throw light on the deepest·of life's 
mysteries; with experiences whiclf illustrate some of 
the great principles by which the servants of God 
are trained for wider usefulness. For the present 
we confine ourselves to an examination of the Scrip
tures which reveal 

Joseph-the man. 

"Men like Joseph," says Gelesnoff, "are rare 
¥isitors among mortals. As a comet, set like a gem
in nocturnal blue, silvers her way in the sky, draw
ing univer•sal attention and admiration and then
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vanishes as suddenly as it came, not to reappear 
again for hundreds of years, so men of Joseph, s 
calibre are few and far apart in the history of the 
race.'' We shall now proceed to examine nine of 
the lovely traits by which his character was distin
guished; and if, as we do so, we are made conscious 
of shortcoming, let us remind ourselves that the 
power by means of which Joseph triumphed long 
ago is unreservedly at our disposal to-day (Gene
sis 4 I. 3 8; Ephesians 5. I 8). 

(1) He was trustful.

By that I mean that his faith in God was childlike 
and unwavering. Again and again in the course of 
the narrative this fact stands out a_s the supreme 
factor in his life. It delivered him from the most 
powerful temptation to which a young man can be 
exposed (chapter 39. 9); and it enabled him, after 
tte stern experiences through which he passed as 
an exile, a slave, and a felon, to recognise the hand 
and the goodness of God in it all ( chapter 4 5. 5). 

There is a profound lesson for us here. It may 
be that your heart is tortured by sorrows whi<:!'.h are 
too sad for utterance and too deep for tears; that 
your mind is perplexed by dark enigmas of permitted 
wrong; that your body is racked with almost cease
less pain, and that in the presence of these prob
lems your faith is so weak that you are ready to cry 
out with Jacob: "All these things are against me" 
( chapter 42. 36). But it is not really so. Our 
Lord Jesus assures us that there is a special provi
dence in the fall of a sparrow, and that we are of 
more value than many sparrows (Luke 12. 7). He 
tells us, what Joseph ultimately proved, that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God (Genesis 50. 20; Romans 8. 28); and the accep
tance as literally true, of this word from our God, 
will give central peace at the heart of our storm 
swept lives. 
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"If our faith were but more simple, 
We would, tak� Hi,m .. at His Wo�d·,

And our lives w.ould be all gladn�g 
In the sunshine 6f our Lord.'' 

(2) He. ·was· fl14mble •.

After the recital of his dream, the king said to 
Joseph: <'I hav� heard say of thee that thou canst 
understand a drea_r:n �o integ:>ret rt': (ch�pter 4 t . ;i; 5).. 
But the noble routh 1mn1-ediat�ly· d1scla1:m.ed all ment 
and said: "It is· not _in tne.: God .shall give Pbaraph 
an answer of peace'' ( verse 16}. 

"It is n.ot in m�," those who have measured 
themselves in the presence .of God are ·well ·aware 
of that fact. They know . tha.t they have nothing 
which they did not receive (1 Corinthians. 4 •. 7), and 
consequently the language of their hearts ever is: 
"Not unto us O Lord, not unto us,. but unto Thy 
Name give glory" (Psalm 1 l 5- 1). 

"How ba�eless fa th� mightie-st ea.rt}lly pri�e, 
The diamond' is but charcoal pu.rified; 
The lovelie,st pead that decks a ·monarch's brieast,. 
Is but an insect's sepulchre at b�st .. " 

'(3) He was trustwprthy. 

In the hou$e of the Egyptian official (chapter 39. 
6), in th� prison (chapter 39. 22-23), and ultimately 
as premier of Egy.pt { chapter 4.1. 5 5), J o.seph was a 
trusted man. Each of his masters -relied on him 
with such absolute confidence that what is said of 
one of them is true of them all. ''.He left all that 
he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not aught he 
had, save the bread which he did eat'' (Genesis 
39. 6).



STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 69 

This is a trait which every Christian man should 
earnestly seek to exemplify. Whether in great 
things or in small his word should be his bond. The 
wise king expresses what many have felt and proved, 
namely, that "confidence in an unfaithful man in 
time of trouble is like a broken to9th, and a foot out 
of joint" (Proverbs 25. 19). Apparently in his 
time faithful men were rare (Proverbs 20. 6). 

( 4) He was pure.

It is scarcely possible to imagine a more terrific 
temptation for a young man of Joseph's age than 
that which is described in Genesis 39. 7-10. Its 
appeal was twofold; it offered the opportunity for 
the gratification of passion; and it held out a short 
cut to hi�h promotion-appetite and ambition. 
Joseph was no glorified saint, he was a man of like 
passions with ourselves, but in the name and strength 
of God he put the sin away. He refused (Genesis 
.39. 8), and was enabled to do so by his loyalty to 
his master (verse 8) and his faithfulness to God 
(verse 9). "How can I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God. We read nothing all through 
f oseph' s lif�, of his inner spiritual experience. But 
this one sentence, spoken in the hour of temptation, 
js eloquent to tell us what it must have been. He 
m\lst have walked with God in close and watchful 
intercourse.'' 

The lesson which this incident teaches remains for 
all time. Some temptations are more effectively 
mastered by fli�ht than by conflict, and the tempta
tion to impunty is one of them (Proverbs 7;
z Timothy 2. 22).
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(5) He was prosperous.

His prosperity was due to the companionship of 
God. "The Lord was with Joseph and he was a 
prosperous man" (Genesis .39. 2). Strange that 
this should be said of .a ma_n who was a slave in a 
palace, (verse 2), and r,epea.ted of him when he was 
cast into a dungeon (verse 23). It clearly proves 
that, 

''Stone wails do not a prison make, nor .iron bari 
a cage." 

''The oppressor held his body bound, but knew not 
what a range his spirit took, �nconscious of a chain; 
and that to bind him is a vain attempt, whom God 
1delights in and in whom He dwells.'' In the esti
mation of the worldling, Joseph's prosp�rity only 
began when he was raised to be the second wan in 
the Egyptian empire; in actual fact he prospered in 
slavery and imprisonment. 

In the New Testament soul-prosperity is regarded 
:as the secret and criterion of all true prosperity 
(3 John 2). 

(6) He was adaptable.

"It is easy to see, if we read between the lines, 
'that speaking after the manner of men,' his adapt
ability was a potent factor in his success. He did 
:not struggle against a higher might; he bowed to 
the inevitable and adjusted himself to it. He had 
learned that acquiescence in affliction, is the first 
·step in the way out of it, and was thus ready to en
ter the doors which God flung open at the critical
turnings of his history. If he had violently with
stood his brothers they would have killed him, but
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his docile deportment won him the sympathies of 
Reube1t1, who dissuaded the others from their murder
ous intent. If he had not cheerfully served the in
terests of Potiphar, the latter would have executed 
him on the strength of his wife's accusation. If he 
had been brooding over his miseries in the dungeon, 
he would have missed the opportunity of interpret
ing the dream to the chiet butler-an event which 
paved the way for his ultimate elevation, to the 
second place in the kingdom. '' 

The ability to accommodate oneself to any new 
environment, in which the providence of God may 
place one, is a thing of great value. Making the 
best of circumstances is the art of living. To re
gard these circumstances as an opportunity for the 
service of God, is the secret of aboundiing joy. 

(7) He was brave.

To people who boasted of their self-sufficiency he 
testified of the true God. He did this in two ways: 
( 1) By life-_' 'His master saw that the Lord was
with him" (chapter 39. 3); (2) By lip. To this
heathen king he was not afraid to speak of the living
God ( chapter 4 r. 2 5). The people saw that the
Lord was with him, before they heard him say that
He was with him.

These two things-what we are and what we say 
-remain to this day, the channels of testimony for
Goo. 

(8) He was wise.

It is stated that God gave him wisdom (Acts 7.

9-ro) and that Pharaoh recognised this (Genesis 41.
�8-39). The work with which he was entrusted
'required a vast organising farseeing genius, and
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he proved equal to the task. He won the eulogies 
which are bestowed on a great ruler, by a grateful 
nation. "Thou hast saved our lives," they said; 
and when they bowed th� knee to him it was not 
the mechanica1l homage of servile fear, but the sin
cere reverence of whole-hearted gratitude.'' 

Wisdom to conduct ourselves in the affairs of life, 
is promised to those who truly ask for it (James I.

5-6). These verses answer three questions: What
to ask? Wisdom; Whom to ask? God; How to ask?
In faith.

(9) He was affectionate.

The pathetic scene described in Genesis 50. I 5-2 I
reveals the tenderness of his heart. His brethren 
were afraid that after the death of their father, 
Joseph would wreak his vengeance on them, '' and 
they sent a messenger unto Joseph saying: thy 
father did command before he died saying: so shall 
ye say unto Joseph, forgive, I pray thee now, the 
trespass of thy brethren and their sin; for they did 
unto thee evil; and now, we pray thee, forgive the 
trespass of the servants of the !;od of thy father'' 
(verses I 6- I 7). He listened to the message with a 
sorrowful heart. ''It ·was a sad disappointment to 
his sunny and generous nature that he was so 
greatly misunderstood. Yet their suspicions only 
serve to display the generous sympathy of his nat
ure. As he realises what they have been suffering 
he cannot keep back his tears. ''Joseph wept 
when they spake unto him.'' The strongest quality 
in Joseph's character is forgiving love. We see in 
him the personifi.cation of healing mercy and redeem
ing grace. It is the Christian spint before the 
Christian time.'' 

Two considerations wi11 enable us to act as Joseph 
acted w�en we are wronged by our fellow-men. The 
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first is that God overrules everyth_ing for His 
people's good (verse 20); and the second, the appre
hension of the matchless grace that has been ex
tended to ourselves. ''Be ye kind one to another, 
tender hearted, for giving one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Ephesians 
4. 32).

The Providen-ce of God. 

. "It is deeply instructive to trace the hand of God 
1n every step of Joseph's path, from the days of his 
youth when feeding the flock in Canaan, to the day 
of his glory when set over all the land of Egypt. The 
varied characters that crossed his path-the father 
that loved him, the brethren that hated him, the 
merchants that carried him to Egypt, the captain 
that promoted him, the woman that traduced him, 
the jailor that showed him favour, the butler by 
whom he was forgotten, and the king by whom he 
was exalted-all were the unconscious instruments 
to carry out God's purpose for him." 

The tracing of the winding thread of providential 
arrangement in our lives will be of great service to 
us as we face the trials by which they are beset. 
Indeed, without the assurance that we are under the 
loving care of One Who is infinitely wise we would 
despair. 

"One adequate support for the calamiti,es of mortal life
Exists: one only-an assured belief 
That the proce�sion of our fate, howe'er 
Sad or disturbed, is ordered by a Being 
Of infinite benevolence and power 
WhoEe everlast.ing purposes embrace 
All accidents, converting them to good." 

Believe that, then trust in God and do the right. 
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Lessons from Joseph's life. 

(r) Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth (Heb-
rews I 2. 6).

(2) Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall
see God (Matthew 5. 8).

(3) When thou passest through the waters I will
be with thee (Isaiah 43. 2).

(4) Fret not: He shall bring forth thy righteous-
ness as the light (Psalm 3 7. I, 6).

(5) All things work together for good to them
that love God (Romans 8. 2 8).

(6) If any man have a quarrel against any, even
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye (Colos-
sians 3. 13) ..

(7) Chastening ... afterward yieldeth the peace-
able fruit of righteousness unto them whick
are exercised thereby (Hebrews r 2. I I).

(8) Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him
(Psalm 37. 7).



Chapter Ten. 

Joseph: The Servant of God. 

F
ROM the Scriptures which describe the out

standing characteristics of the life of Joseph 
we learn that "the conflicts which he had to 
wage, unlike those of his predecessor, were all 

external. There was little in him of that antagonism 
between flesh and spirit, that alternation between 
good and evil, strength and ·weakness, which pre
ponderated in Jacob. From the very first he heartily 
embraced the truth; and his struggles were not so 
much with himself in order to maintain individual 
allegiance as they were with others who impeded its 
advance.'' I propose now to follow the steps by 
which, spite of these external hindrances, he was 
led from obscurity and infamy to triumph and fame. 

A careful reading of the records shows that his 
life is in two great divisions. The first of these is 
detailed in Genesis chapter 37, chapters 39 to 41. 
I 3, and may be summed up in one word-humilia
tion. The second is contained in chapter 4 I. I 4 to 
chapter 50 and it, too, may be summed up in one 
word-exaltation. In the first half we see Joseph 
being trained and fitted for the position which he 
was ultimately to occupy, and for the carrying out 
of the purposes of God; in the second, we see him 
discharging the duties which de_volved upon him as a 
ruler and administrator, and as the necessary link 
between Israel as a family and Israel as a nation. 
The one teaches that before honour is humility 
(Proverbs 18. 12); the other, that he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted (Luke 14. I 1). 
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1. Equipped and, Prepared (chapter 37; chapter 39

to 41. 13). 

'fhese Scriptures set forth the usual method by 
which God p,repares those -whom He woulp greatly 
use or richly· bless. }llst as it is by fire that gold is 
s�parated from its dross, and .iron is hardened into 
steel, so it is in the furnace of affliction that the 
JD.oral equivalents of these things are produced ill 
the lives of the. $ervants of God. 

The process �}1r<>ug4 which Joseph ·was allowed to 
pass was threefold; c;1nd the first of these was 

(a) Exile.

Loyalty to vision led to banishment f r,om home 
(Genesis 3-7). A·s the sequ.el proved, the narration 
of his dreaJh by Joseph was not occasion�¢ by :ail¥ 
sense of his superiority to his brothe._rs but by a pre
monition from God of the destiny which awaited him. 
That narration, however,· cost him de.ar, £or, .in
censed by it they sought to kill him, .. and w�re 
restrained from doing so, only b:y the· thought that 
banishment f tom home and kindred, w.ould equally 
prevent the fulfilment of the drea.ms. "Moved with 
envy they sold Joseph into Egypt'' (Acts 7. 9). Here 
began the afflictions of Joseph-those grindings on 
the wheel which made him a vessel chaste and beau
tiful, meet for the .Master's use (Acts 7. i o). 

(b) Slavery.

The change from first place irt his father's affec.
tion, to exposure for sale ?n an Egyptian slaye-m�r
ket, must have been a terrible one. But there 1s no m• 
dication that his heart became embittered; indeed, 
the evidence is all the other way. He served his new 
master so wholeheartedry that he became Potiphar' s 
most trusted servant, when suddenly, for the second 
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time, his life went all to pieces. On the gravest 
charge, short of murder, which can be brought 
against any man, he passed to the final stage of his 
humiliation, namely, 

(o) Imprisonment.

"Joseph's master took him and put him into the 
prison, a place where the king's prisoners were 
bound: and he was there in the prisQn" (Genesis 39. 
20). They hurt his feet with fetters; he was laid in 
iron (iPsalm 105. 18). 

"All through this section we are conscious of a 
duplex current. God works for Joseph; an unknown 
and unnamed power, operating through human in
struments, works against him. The two movements 
run side by side, each leading up to a definite 
climax.'' Thus, although everything seemed 
against him, Scripture tells us that God was with 
him whether in exile (Acts j. 9), in slavery (\Genesis 
39. 1-2), or in imprisonment (Genesis 39. 20-21).

The cumulative effect of these experiences-the
iniquity of his brethren, the injustice of Potiphar, 
the ingratitude of the butler-taught ·him to cease 
from man whose breath is• in hi? nostrils, and to 
place himself unreservedly in the hands of God. 

(2) Commissioned and Blessed (chapter 41. 14
to chapter 50). 

Joseph has now reached a point in humiliation be
yond ·which it is impossible to descend, but in it all 
he retained that quiet dignity which made him stand 
out ·as a prince among men, and as a witness for 
God. He has been ( 1) tested in adversity ( chapter 
37; chapters 39 and 40); he has been (.2) tempted to 
impurity ( chapter 39. 7- 12); and because he e:r:nerged 
from these trials scathless and triumphant he is now 
to be (3) trusted with prosperity ( chapters 41 to 50). 
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In what has been called the highest ethical water
mark in the Old Testament we are told that the Lord 
requires of His servants to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with their God (Micah 6. S); 
and these were perhaps the outstanding lessons 
which Joseph learned in the hard school in which he 
graduated. He had been treated with rank injus
tice, and as a ruler would ever remember to do 
justly; he suffered much cruelty, but in his treatment 
of the wrong-doers it is quite evident that he learnt 
to love mercy; he learned his inability to do anything 
as of himself (chapter 41. 16), and so walked humbly 
with his God. He is therefore ready to be entrusted 
with almost supreme power; and the chapters before 
us now show that just as his humiliation had not em
bittered his heart, so his exaltation did not turn his 
head. 

Into the details of his rise to power we shall not 
enter, further than to say that he became under God 
the preserver of the human race in a time of almost 
world-wide calamity. He guided a great people 
through years of abundance and of want until- the 
danger was passed and Egypt was saved. It is a 
most interesting fact that recent discoveries by 
Egyptologists record the 'fact of this seven years' 
famine, and that the dates given correspond exactly 
with accepted Bible chronology. 

(a) The purpose of Goel.

There is, however, a matter to which I would call 
special attention, and that is, the marvelloes work
ings of the providence of God in the development of 
His purposes with the chosen race. God had sent 
Joseph into Egypt before his kindred in order that 
he might preserve their lives by a great deliverance 
(chapter 45. 7); bt1t there was a wider purpose tha0 
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that in his going. In Canaan they were merely a 
family, and as such were too insi�nificant in num
bers, to arouse the suspicion of the·Canaanites among 
whom they dwelt. But any signs of great numeri
cal increase on their part would immediately bring 
them into conflict with these peoples, and the prob
lem was ''how should they ever get past the critical 
point in their history at which they would be strong 
enough to excite the jealousy and hatred of the 
native tribes, and yet not strong enough to defend 
themselves.'' 

The solution of that problem was supplied by God 
Himself. He sent Joseph before them and gave him 
favour with the Egyptian king ('Psalm 105. 17; Acts 
J. 1 o); He used Jacob's affection for Joseph to bring 
him and his family down to Egypt (Genesis 45. 28); 
He moved Pharaoh to give Joseph's people a dwell
jng place in one of the choicest portions of the lan9 
(47. 5-6); He used the prejudices of the Egyptians to 
so place His people that they would be in Egypt and 
yet not of it ( 46. 3 1 -3 4); and He kept them there 
until they became stronger than their enemies 
(Psalm. 105. 23-24). Thus was fulfilled the word 
which God spake to Jacob: ''Fear not to go down into 
Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation 
(chapter 46. 3). 

"'His purposes ·will ripen fast, unfolding every hour." 

(b) Treatment of his brethren.

In his treatment of hjs br�thren, described in 
chapters 42 to 45, we have evidence of the divine 
wi�dom with which God had endowed him. The 
days of his humiliation are at an end, he is now in 
possession of imperial supremacy, and his brethren 
come under his power. How shall he deal with 
them. 
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If he were to deal with them righteously he would 
consign them to their merited doom. If he were to 
deal with them sentimentally, he would say nothing 
about the past, and let bygones be bygones. But 1f 
h.e is to deal with them graciously, then all must be 
brought to the light and fully confessed. For true 
grace reigns· through righteousness and not at the 
expense of it; and a matter of this sort could never 
really ·be settled, antil it was settled aright. 

The skill by which he led them on to confession of 
their sin against him, and a sense of its blackness 1r.

the sight of God is very wonderful. ''Had he 
thought of his own dignity, and his own affection, he 
would have revealed himself at once to his brothers. 
Such a revelation would have produced confusion but 
not repentance. He loved them·, and therefore 
sought their spiritual welfare. He acted so as to 
bring the sin to their remembrance, and to make 
them confess it wit!). their own lips. His plan suc
ceeded admirably; his- sternness and his kindness 
both conspired to disquiet them, and his goodness 
helped to lead them to repentance.'' 

(c) Closing scenes.

Omitting much that is absorbingly interesting we 
pass to the closing scenes. Joseph clearly recog
nised that he was raised up for purposes greater 
even than the saving of an empire from famine, and 
in chapter 50. 24 we see him turning from the 
earthly glory which that great work had brought 
him, and speaking of the things which lay nearest 
his heart. "Joseph said unto his brethren: I die; and 
God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this 
land unto the land which He sware to Abraham, to 
Iasac, and to Jacob.'' These words speak of the 
frailty of man, the faithfulness of God, the power of 
God, and the land of God. Joseph's faith looked 
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back and he saw that the whole of his rugged path
way was paved with love (50. 20); it looked on and 
he anticipated the complete and final fulfilment of 
the purposes of God (50. 24). 

'' And Joseph took an oath of the children of Is
rael saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall 
carrv up my bones from hence" (verse 2 5). That 
command was even-tuaHy carried out (Exodus 13. 19; 
Joshua 24. 32). 

"So Joseph died ... and he was put in a coffin in 
Egypt" (50. 26). How true, so far as earth is con
cerned, are the poet's words: 

"The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
Ani all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, 

Await alike the inevitable hour, 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave." 

But this is only the end of Genesis-that is, the 
end of the beginning. "Turn the leaf: Exodus; 
Joshua; Kings; Christ. We do our little work and 
cease,· as the coral insects which perish by myriads 
on the rising reef; but God's work goes on, ffis 
temple rises age after age." 



Chapter Ele.ven. 

CltRJST IN GENESIS .. 

T
HE title of t�is ch�pt;er mar sou�� strange to 

some, but will be. perf.:ectl)!' lntelhg1l:>�e: to t�o?e 
w4? have iread the SGqptures with. Sp1qt

. enl1ghten�d• ey�$., For ,ort, three occp,s16ns the 
Lord J e$us cl�arly 1nd1cc;I.tes. that Mose� wrote of 
Him (Luke 24 .. 2-7 .and 44; }◊hn 5. 46); an4 Paul 
affirms {hat }.\dam. was. a figure or type of Christ, 
and that M.elchi's.edek was made like unto the Son 
of God (Roman·s·.s.· t,4; Hebre·ws 7.-l-3).. . 
. ''Moses• wrote of M'e.' 1 There ·is �� gospel accotd
lng to Moses, th�n J as w�ll as. according ho Matthe,v, 
qnd Mark, and Luke,, a:nct John� and r am _petsu·aded 
that the :study of the typology of th� Pen,tateuch 
will not only shatter all fhe .m·odern theories of the 
compositi:on and authorship of the�e divine w·dtings, 
but will also unveil 'Christ to our hearts, giving us 
deep insight into the .�ystery of His sacred P�r�on, 
and dearer appreh�ns11ohs of th� value of Bis fin
ished work. Here, indeed, we, nnd 

"Deep •shadows of the spear-pierced side 
And thorn encq,mpassed Read." 

Spe?'kin� broadly t�ere are three_ ola$se� of types:
(1) _H1stor1cal; of which Jsrael's .JOtirney1n�s f!om
Egypt to Canaan are q,n 1llustrabon ( l Corinthians 
10. I 1 margin); (2)' Institutional; of which the. :Pass-.

over is. an illu�tration (r Cddotbians 5. 7); and (3)
Personal; of which I propose to. give you thx;-ee illus
tr.ations from t'he book of Gen�sis-M·elch�sedek; 
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Isaac; Joseph. While it is true th�t w� haye divine 
authority for speaking of only the first br these 
three men as directly typical of Chr:ist, the anfi.lRgies 
which exist between the experiences of the other 
two and tho�e of our Lord, are too striking and too 
numerous to be accidental. 

(1) Melchisedek.

Melchisedek was a type of Christ bec_ause of the 
dignity of his person, because of. the permanency of 
his priesthood, and because he held the sceptre as 
well as the censer-he was a king as well as a priest. 

(a) The dignity of his person (Hebrews 7. 4).

''Consider how great this man was.'' The point
before us now shows that the silences of Scripture 
are as much inspired as are its utterances; for it is 
partly because of the things that are not recorded of 
Melchisedek that he is a type of -Christ. I-le was 
"without father or mother, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life''-that is to say, there is no 
mention of his ancestors or descendants, no trace of 
his birth or of his death (Hebrews 7. 3). For this 
rea-son he foreshadows One who is eternal; he is 
made like unto the Son of God" (verse 3). 

Not only so. "Although the sons of Levi were in 
such a position of supremacy over the other tribes of 
Israel that they had '' a commandment to take tithes 
of the people according to the law,, (verse 5), the 
superiority of Melchisedek is manifested by the fact 
that he received tithes from Abraham-the l)rogeni
tor of Levi-and gave Abraham his blessing (Heb
rews 7.' 5-10; Genesis 14. 18-20). "And without 
all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.' 1 

And yet great as this man was, he was only a 
figure of One Who was infinitely greater (Hebrews 
7. 2 I-22).
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(b) The permanency of his priesthood .•

Of the Aaronic priests it is wdtten that they 
''were not suffered to continue by reason of death 
(Hebrews 7. 23)-which means that they received 
the priesthood from their predecessors, and in due 
course it passed to their successors. The priest
hood of Mel�bisedek, on the other hand, was neither 
derived nor trcinsmitted; and in th�s respect also he 
�ym�olises Christ of Whom it is wri�ten: "rliou art 
a pnest forever, after the order of Melch1�edek'' 
(Hebre.ws 7. 21). 

{Jpon that last named fact· is based one of the most 
heartening statement� to be fou.nd in the whole of 
the book of God. "Wherefore ·He is able also to 
save them to the- uttermost that come unto God by 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them' ' ( verse 2 5). He is alive in the power of an 
endless life, intercedes unceasingly on behalf of His 
people, and is, in consequence, able to save to the 
uttermost of their need, and to the end of time (see 
also Jude 24; .2 Corinthians 9. 8; El)hesians 3. 20). 

HThere Thou att interceding for all who 9n Th,ee rest, 
And many hearts are learning to lean upon Thy breast, 
Till Thou shalt come in glory Thy ransomed Saints to

raise, 
To chant the joyful story in sGngs of loudest praise." 

(s) Priest and King.

Melchisedek was. king of Salem and priest 0f the 
m.st high God (Hebrews 7. 1). F!e was the 0illy 
person in the Old Testament who held two such of
fices. King Uzziah attempted to usurp this :r>re
rogative. and had to ·pay dearly for doing so (see 
2 Chronicles 26. 16-21).

Our Lord Jesus did not belong to the priestly 
tribe "for it is evident that our Lord sprang out of 
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Judah-the royal tribe; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood (Hebrews 7. 1-4). It 
is for this reason that while on earth even He would 
not claim priviieges which belonged exclusively to 
the tribe of Levi (Hebrews ·s. 4). But, wondrous 
thought, we have now "an high priest who is set on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens,, (Hebrews 8. 1 )-there is once more the
union of royal and sacerdotal prerogatives. 

It should be noted that Scripture distinguishes 
between Christ's throne and the Father's throne. 
The Lord Jesus is now seated on the latter </Revela
tion 3. 2 I); but by-and-bye He shall sit and rule 
upon His own throne and when He does so "He shall 
be a priest upon His throne,, (Zechariah 6. I 3).

(2) Isaac.

Each of the five books of Moses has a chapt� 
which sets forth some aspect of what the gospel of 
redeeming grace secures for gujlty man. Thus in 
Genesis 22 the great truth is Substitution; in Exodus 
12, Redemption; in Leviticus 16 Atonement; in 
Numbers 19, Cleansing; and in Deuteronomy 19, 
Security. 

Here, however, we are to look at Genesis 22 from 
the point of view in which Isaac appears as a picture 
0f Christ. He does so in four particulars: In his 
willing obedience; in his being offered as a sacrifice; 
in his figurative restoration from the dead; and in 
the reward which followed his obedience. 

Before we turn to these matters it should be noted: 
(1) that when Abraham responded to the divine
command: "Take now thine only son Isaac whom
thou lovest and get thee into the land of Moriah
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and offer hiin there ·£0.( a,burnt-oftering,'' he �'en.., 
tered :int<;> fello_wship .with God·. tonce,r.ni.ng. the suf
ferings ,bf the .IJoly One; -that his• heart vibrated-in 
small ·measJ�re-·: with :the s.�tne feeling which agit
ated the heart of God whe� He; gave,E;fs Son to .�ie 
for us',; ( 2), that the uqcons·ci:ous, pr9phecy which 
A};).rahatn u tte;i;:ed, in· ver:se .8 :. ' 'God -will p(ovide. Him� 
self a lamb for :a burnt.;.:offering;'' fe,und its deepest 
fulfilme�t jn Jqhn· C 29: " Behold the Lawb of God
which taketh .�way the �in, of the world";. and (3) 
that just as-Abraham and J�raac were alone upon the 
mountain$ of j\f�riah (v;er$e 5,), .. $9 ·God and Christ 
wete alone atnic;f •the. solit4des· o.f Calvary. 

(a) Obedience"

Although Isaac had, teac:hed an. a;ge at which it 
would h?-ve been possib.le :for him to i:e.sjst hjs father, 
he acquiesced u.nquestion1ngly, "'and they went both 
of them together. And they c·a.me to the ·pla,ce 
which God had told hi'm of; and Abrah�m built an 
altar there, and laid the wood in. order., ·and bout1d 
Isaac his son, c;!...U<l laid him. on the altar upon the· 
-�ood'� (verses- 8-9}. ''I.saac' Wcl$ thus wo.rthy of
his father's love. , .AIL the. n;iost beautiful traits .of
filial devotion ate seen in his chara.c:ter-responsive
ness to strong �nd tender love, 'recognition of the
cl�ims of age' and wisdom, openness. of mind and
wondering et,tgerness to learn, and. obedience unto
dea,th.

To find another i:ustance 0£ a Son volunt�ily sur
rendering His life. and 'laying Himself upon the altar 
at a Father's bi_dding-, we have to go fro.m, ';M:oria.h to 
Calvary.·" It 1s true. that God, so loved the world 
th�t He gave His .only begotten Sou·; it is equally 
true that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
$-in.ners; t'hat He delig:hted to do Hi� Father > s will;
that He Jjeca_me obedient unto death.. 'fTherefo�e 
doth tny Father love me because I la)'i .down my,life 
that. I might take it again. No man- taketh it from 
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Me, but I lay it do·wn of m_yself ... this commandment 
have I received from my Father" (John 10. 17-18). 
These verses show us that in the reconciliation of a 
doomed world "they went both of them together" 
(2 Corinthians 5. 19). 

(b) Sacrifice.

'' And Abraham stretched forth his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son" (verse 10). 

It is evident both from Genesis 22 and Hebrews I I

that Abraham had in the purpose of his heart gone 
to such full lengths with God, that God credits him 
with having done what He commanded him to do. 
''Because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son .. .in blessing I will 
bless thee" (Genesis 22. 16-17). "By faith Abra
ham when he was tried offered up Isaac'' (Hebrews 
I 1. 1 7). At the critical moment, however, a mes
senger of God arrested the uplifted arm; Abraham's 
parental feelings and Isaac's precious life were 
spared. 

Passing to what is foreshadowed in all this we 
learn that while God spared Abraham's son ··He 
spared not His own Son but delivered Him up for 
us aU ('Romans 8. 32). 

"Jehovah bade His sword awake, 0 Christ it woke 
gain-s.t Thee ; 

Thy blood the flaming blade musL slake. Thy heart its 
sheathe must be 

AH for my s,ake, my peace to make, 
Now sleeps �that sword for me." 

(c) Restoration.

It has been said that when Abraham stated to the 
young men: "I and the lad will go yonder, and wor
ship, and come again to you" (verse 5), he deceived 
them. But that was by no means so. His promise 
that they would both return, evidences the marvel
lous nature of his faith in God. He was convinced 
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that if Isaac's life were taken, God would raise him 
again from the dead, ''accounting that God was able 
to raise him up even from the dead; from whence also 
he received him in a figure" (Hebrews 11. 19). 

The Lord Jesus Who actually entered the domain 
of death rose a conqueror over the tomb; and His 
word to the seer of Patmos was: ''I am He that liv
eth, and was dead; and behold I am alive for ever
more" (Revelation 1. 18). 

(d) Reward.

Language seems incapable of expressing what 
God thought of Abraham because of his unreserved 
surrender; and among the blessings which became 
his because of it, was the promise of an innumerab!e 
seed (Genesis 22. I 7)-a promise that was after
wards repeated to Isaac ( chapter 26. 4). 

Turning once more to our blessed Lord we learn 
that consequent on His obedience unto death, He is 
the Head of a redeemed race-a multitude which no 
man can number. ''He shall see his seed . . . He 
shall see of the travail of His soul and shaJI be satis
fied (Isaiah 5 3. I 0-1 I). 

'(3) Joseph. 

Humiliation. 
Gen. 37. 3. (a) Beloved by his father.
Acts 7: 9. (b) Envied by his brethren.
Gen. 37. 20. (c) Rejected by his brethren.
Gen. 37. 28. (d) Sold for Silver.

Exaltation. 
Gen. 41. 42-4�. (a) Exalted to pre-eminence. 
Gen. 4:1. 5·7. (b) Meeting the world's deep 

Gen. 41. 45. 
ActtJ 7. 13. 

hunger. 
(c) Marrying a Gentile bride.
(d) Revealing himself to his

brethren. 

Christ• 
Suffering. 
Matt. 3. 17. 
Mark 15. 10. 
John 1. 11. 
Matt. 26. 15. 

Glory. 
Phil. 2. 9. 

John 6. 51. 
Acta 15. 14:. 

Zech. 12. 10. 
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Christ and Genesis 3. 

The following helpful words are from the pen of 
Mr. Pink, of America. They remind our hearts 
afresh what we owe to our matchless, glorious 
Saviour, and thus form a fitting and worthy conclu
sion to our meditations on the book of Genesis: 

''We turn now to contemplate Christ Himself 
bearing the curse of the Fall. What was· the ·pun
ishment which followed the first Adam's sin? In 
answering this question we confine ourselves to the 
chapter now before· us. Beginning at the seven
teenth verse of Genesis 3. we may trace a sevenfold 
consequence upon the entrance of sin into this world. 
First, the ground was cursed. Second, in sorrow 
man was to eat of it all the days of his life. Third, 
thorns and thistles it ·was to bring forth. Fourth, 
in the sweat of his face man was to eat his bread. 
Fifth, unto dust man was to return. Sixth, a flam
ing sword barred his way to the tree of life. Seventh, 
there was the execution of God's warning that in the 
day man partook of the forbidden fruit he should 
surely die. Such was the doom which fell upon 
Adam as the result of the Fall. 

Observe now how completely the Lord Jesus bore 
the full consequences of man's sin. First, Christ 
was "made a curse for us" (Galatians 3. I 3). 
Second, so thoroughly was He acquainted with grief, 
He was denominated "the man of sorrows" (Isaiah 
5 3. 3). Third,- in order that we might know how 
1iterally the Holy One bore in His own body the con
sequences of Adam's sin, we read "Then came Jesus 
forth wearing the crown of thorns'' (John 'I g·. 5). 
Fourth, corresponding with the sweat of his face in 
which the first man was to eat his bread, we learn 
concerning the secQnd man, '' And his sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground (Luke 22. 44). Fifth, just as the first Adam 
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was to return to the dust, so the. c(y of the last Adam, 
in that wonderful prophetic Psalm, was "Thou hast 
brought Me into the dust of death" (Psalm 22. 1 5). 
Sixth, the sword of justice which barred the way to 
the tree of life was sheathed in the side of God's 
Son, for of old,_ Jehovah had said, "Awake, 
0 sword, against My shepherd, and against the man 
that is My Fellow" (Zechariah 13. 7). Seventh, the 
counterpart of God'-s odginal warning to Adam, 
namely, - spiritual death, whiqh is the separation of 
the soul fr0m God. is witnessed, in that mdst solemn 
of _all c.ries, ''My God, Mf God, Why hast Thou for
saken Me?'' (Matthew 2,7. 46). __ . How absolutely 
did our bles?ed Saviour identify Himself with those 
which were lost, took their place and suffe_r�d the 
Just for the unjust!_ Row- apparent it is, that Chri$t 
in His own body, did bear. the cur$e entailed by the 
Fall." 

The End. 
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Id. Nett. I/- Per Dozen - Post Paid. 7 /6 per 100 Cge. Pd. 

Doubts and Dill iculties Concerning Salvation.
By ERNEST BARKER. 

New edition completing 28,000 copies, Envelope size. 28 pages. 
Questions and Answers upon the subject of Salvation. Has been 
a means of blessing to many. 
Id. Nett. I/- Dozen Post Pd. l½d. Post Free. 7 /6 per 100 Cge. Pd._ 

Eternal Security. By ERNEST BARxER.

Eternal Security troubles many, but this able writing will e3-
tablish those who are really Children 0£ God through faith in 
Christ Jesus, and help them to understand why it is absolutely 
impossible for any believer to be eternally lost. 

Read and circulate as widely as you can. Thousands need 
this booklet to-day. 

Id. Each. I/- Per Dozen. 7 /6 per 100 Post Free. 

Baptism & Breaking of Bread. 
By G. F. VALLANCE. 

4th Edition. Completing 25,000 copies. 
EDITION•DE•LUXE. Chaste Style. 

Tied with silk cord. 
Very clear answer to the How� WHEN� WHY� and WHERE�

of these Divine ordinances. 
SIXPENCE Nett. 7d. Post Paid. 

5 /- per Dozen Copies, Post Free. 
N.B.--This booklet is specially suited for handing to Young

converts or candidates for Baptism. Makes a nice gift booklet.

O. F. Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Ooodmayes, Essex. 



TIIBBSIIBD WBSAT. 
Volume I. 

Many who are taking " Threshed Wheat·" this year for the first 
time will doubtless be glad to know that the previous issues can 
now be had in Volume form. Bound in Blue Cloth Cover, free 
from advertising matter, it makes an excellent book for Reference, 
for Study or for presentation. 
Complete with Index, Bound in Cloth, 3/- Nett, per Volume-; 

3 /6 Post Paid. 
Complete with Index, Bound in Paper Boards, 2/6 Nett, per Volume; 

3 /- Post Paid. 

TIIB BMPTY PUE.PIT. 
OR "00D'S MYSTERIOUS WAY." By JOSEPH ELSON.

112 pages. A BooK WE HEARTILY RECOMMEND.

An entirely new publication written to stem the tide of Modern
sm and New Theology. Very attractively written, and will be 
·readily perused by all classes and all ages.
BURTON DAILY MAIL says:-'' The author is all for the old type of
gospel preaching and devotional gatherings, with the plain
direct invitation to accept salvation."
Another Reader says:-" An unique story, attractively written,

with a message for to-day. Just the book earnest christians 
have been looking for, for years." 
I /6 Nett. I /8 Post Paid. Six copies for 7 /6 Post Free. 

THE ''FOUR-SQUARE'' GOSPEL 
and the SCRIPTURES. 

By G. F. VALLANCE.

A booklet specially written to test the claims of this '' new gos
pel" with the Word of God. Very uooful. Clearly written. 
Commended by many well-known brethren. 
KING'S BUSINESS says:-" The Author takes up the claims of the 

leaders of this sebt in the light of the Scriptures showing that 
they have handled the Word of God deceitfully and that many 
of the so-called healing cases bear no resemblance to those de
scribed in the Bible. It must be admitted that Mr. Vallance 
leaves the leaders of this new sect without props for their charac
teristic teachings and practice"." 

SIXPENCE Nett. 7d. Post Free. 

Itis specially desired that this booklet shall be as widely 
diBtributed as possible and to this end we are supplying 100 
Copies or more at Half-price, Carriage Paid. 

12 COPIES FOR 4 /6 Post Free. 

0. F. Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Ooodmayes, Essex.



NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
The Comzng Great Trihulatzon 

AND THE PARTIAL RAPTURE THEORY. 
By WALTER SCOTT.

A simple and clear unfolding by an able expositor as to " w ho 
will, and who will not ,pass through the Great Tribulation." 

Deals fully with all phases of this difficult problern. 
2d. Nett. 2 /- Per Doz. Post Paid. 2½d. Post Free. 

Companion Booklet to above. 

Eternal Punzshment. 
16pp. By "'"T· ,v. FEREDAY. Cr. 8vo. 
A clear brief setting forth of the Scriptural teaching on this im

portant subject. In these days of doubt and denial it cannot be 
too widely distributed. 

2d. Nett. 2½d. Post Paid. 2 /- Per Doz. Post Free. 

The Unpardonable Sin. 
By H. p. BARKER.

Said to be the clearest· unfolding of this difficult passage yet 
writtien. Assuring and satisfying. Has helped many troubled 
sou.Is. 

Id. Nett. I /- Per Doz. Post Free. I ½d. Post Paid. 

Letter to Christian Girls. 
By G. HENDERSON.

Author : " Studies in Genesis." 
Twelve pages of heart ministry on ihe subject of ASSlJRANCE. 
Written as a letter to Bible Class girls. Workers among; older 
1cholare and young converts will welcome. 

Q-.it,Q 11ew. Thoreughly regommended. 
Id. Nett. I/- Per Doz. Post Paid. 1 ½d. Post Free. 

The Man without the (;ate. 
By .J. HARRAD.

Mast inatructive exposition of the Book of Esther. 
4d. Nett. 4 /- Dozen Post Paid. 5d. Post Free. 

O. F. Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Ooodmayes, Essex. 



BOOl(LETS BY ERNEST BAl{KER. 
. 

. 

A U�E.AT PRIVlLEOE AND A URAVE 
DANOER� 

The l)a$t� p�esent apd fU:tUJ:e portion of the child oJ God is 
�hown very clearly' in this, unique booklet. Written shnply so 
that the young¢st Christian. cap.unde:tst�nd-. Also shows wby so 
:tnany Christians. to-day are. unhappy and the �emedy for such. 
Buy 100 nQw an8. distribute among you.r. frie11ds. 

THE 1MPOSSl81LJTY OF .SINLESS 
PERF8CTJ'O.N. 

A sane scriptlll'al presentation of a- tr'Uth ·which ,has -troubled 
many� Both $ide.s· <>£ ·the. question co:n.sidet:e.d: and ably hana.Ied 
by Qne- capable to expot1nd upon ,$uch :� theme. 

WflEELS WlTlf.JN· WfJEBLS� 
(An Exposition of Rout� yfiL -�8). 

. tlst Editio� ·s.old out -within•� :month. of ·publicati�n) ..
Romans viii. 28, is always a favourite �etse. wjth believers, and 
-this abl� bookl�t, by ·M:_r:. Ei:nest. Barker, will help a�d: enGomage 
many. By precept and, �xampie the 11uthor unfolas: t·he. divine 
truth contained in this. Vet$e i�.a clea� and concise D\annet. 

Letters of appre.ciation teceivea from all ov�t -th.� world. 
WHAT ClfRIS.T JS: TO TllE BEL.JEVER & 

WHAT Tf/8 BELIEV8R JS TO ,CHRIST. 
}f.r. Barker clearly unf<;>ld.s the two sid�s•of bis subject· with :a 

warxp.th that cJ;iarms the beli�ver's heai:t._ 'Excellent :for tried 
and troubled ones, 

Each of the above booklets ld. each. ·l /-- Uoz. Post Free. 
1 /6 .per 100 Card age Paid • 

. _SUG6-EST/ONS CONCERNJN.G . 
P8RSONAL BIBLE STUDY. 

(lQ/ CO Copies in circtilation within$ months of ,isst1e). 
Mo$t Christians ;1ippreci�te '' s-uggestions '�' fot helping then). in 

their study 9£ the Scriptures h.'.np. to hav�··these from such au abl� 
Bibl·e Student as lVf,r, Barker m.akes them invaluablQ. One who 
has proved .and teated s11ggestions. which this booklet contains 
can speak with al'1.thority. ,It is a teal_ help. -

2d. Each. 2/- Per Dozen;·.. 15/- Per 100 Post F_ree.
. . . . 

0. F. Yallance
1 

Publisher ·Christian Literature, Ooodmayes, Essex.



MONTHLY MAGAZINES 
Our readers may not' all know that we have a Magazine Depart., 

ment which specializes on the prompt despatch of all Magazines 
listed below. 

OUR A11'\ AND l\\OTTO is to have all Magazine Parcels 
DESPATCHED BY THE 1st OF THE MONTH, and this we a, .. 
tually accomplish. We shall esteem it a favour to receive YOUR 
ORDER FOR Magazines, and same shall have best and careful, 
PERSONAL ATTENTION. 

We send out Monthly all the lVIagazines listed below, and can 
supply others if you wish. 

Per 1\1:onth. 
Ambassador }d. or 3 /-

(Gospel 8pp. Illust.) per lCO. 
Young Folks' ld. or 5 /-

(Gospel 8pp. Illust.) per 100. 
(Large Size). 

Topical Events 1 /6.per 
(Gospel 4pp. Illust.) 100. 

Per 
Mth. 

Threshed Wheat (for 
Christians) ...... 2d. 

Per 
An
num. 

2/-

Per Per 
Month Annum

\7itness ............ 2d. 
Christian Graphic ... .3d. 
British Evangelist I½d. 
Believers Pathway .. Id. 
Herald of Salvation ½d. 
Boys and Girls ...... ½d. 
Across the Sea...... ½d. 
Ad vent Witness 2d. 
Echoes of Service 2d. 
Links of Help ...... 2d. 
Scripture Truth ... 3d. 
You and I ......... 2½d. 

2/-
2/-
1/6 
1 /-
6d. 
6d. 
6d. 
2/-
2/-
2/-
3/-
2/6 Marching Orders (for 

Young Christians) l½d. I /6 
AMERICAN. 

Per Annum Per Annum 
King's Business ............ 7 /- nfoocly Institute :Monthly .. 9 /-
Wonderful "' ord . . . . . . . . . 7 /6 Our Record (DETROIT) . . . 5 /-
Serving and "\Vaiting ...... 7 /6 Evangelical Christian . . . 5 /-
Our Hope (GAEBELEIN) ... 7 /6 Armour of Light ......... 6 /-
All Assembly Parcels sent Pf. Free. Any other sound Magazine suppue.a. 

Concerning Postage on Magazines. 
Postage on the above can be calcu]ated as below :--

Single :Magn.zines: (½d. per l\!Ionth)' 6d. per Annwn.. 
� or 3 :Magazines : (ld. per :Month) ' 1 /- per Annum. 
4., 5 or 6 Magazines : (1 !d. per Month) ' 1 /6 per Annum. 

If you have more than 6 Magazines a month, we pay all 
postal char�es. 

0. F. Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Ooodmayes, Essex.



Deckle Edged Verse Cards. 
For enclosing in Letters. 

Always useful for enclosing in letters and very nicely produced. 
Sold in Assorted -Packets as detailed ·below :� 

16 Different Titles. 
Packet I. 

By L. M. WARNER.

Dust and Trust. 
A Watered Garden. 
My .Hand in Thine. 
Pillow and Pillar. 

Packet III. 
By F. B., (Author of 

(Greystone Cards). 
He Knoweth. 
Hidden. 
A Friend. 
Mizpah. 

Packet II. 
By J. H. S. 

Chastening. 
El Shaddai. 
Day by· Day. 
This same Jesu�. 

Packet IV. 
By L. J. Vallance. 

My Beloved . 
Confidence. 
Thou art enough. 
Willing to do. 

ONE PENNY Each. 
12 Cards to a Packet (3 of each Title) ONE SHILLING Nett. 

I /1 Post Free. 

FOLDING VERSE CARDS. 
Popular Series of Chaste Die-sunk Folding Verse Carda. 

No. 6. On the death of a Sister -beloved 
., 7. Grace. 
,, 8. He is silently planning for thee in loYe. 
,, 9. Meet for the Master's · Use. 
,, 16. Thou shalt know hereafter. 

TWOPENCE Each. 
I /9 Doz. Post Paid. Single Titles or Assorted. 

Assorted Packets, Six Cards 3 /- Post Paid. 

AMBASSADOR SERI ES " F." 

FOLDING VERSE CARDS. 
Verses for Christians at times of special need. Nicely preduced 

and alwayi acceptable. 
No. 1. Casting all your Care. 
,, 2. The Lord Is good. 

. ,, 3. lo Quietness and Confidence. 
,, 4. God Cares. 

Packets of 8 Assorted 1 /- Nett, l /1 Post Paid. 
6 Packets 5 /- Carriage Paid. I /6 Per Dozen Post Paid. 

0. P. Vallance, Publisher Christian Literature, Goodmayes, Esiex.
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