
A WORD FOR THE SEASON. 

l 
:;Do you observe Christmas-day? I do n'ot ask the ques
tion.~ the spirit of disputation, because we are left by 
Scripture in holy liberty with respect to such things. The 

~nly day for the observance of which we have Apostolic 
.::wthority is the Lord's-day. Concerning that, -therefore, 
we might appeal to the consciences of the saints. It was 
the first day of the week on which the disciples met to
gether to break bread. The day is commemorative and 
typical also. It is the day of accomplished redemption, 
when the Lord rose from the~ dead, - the first day of the 
week as contrasted with the. se.venth; the 'day of nnished 
zreation. It is as the eighth day also, typical of the new 
creation, wherein all shall be completely blessed; and the 
tabernacle of God shall be with men, and he shall dwell 
with them. The clivision of time into weeks is remarkable. 
'-A day, a month, a year, are all natural divisions of time; 
but a week is arbitrary, and only to be accounted for by 
iooking to the original bles~ing on creation,. when God 
.?ested from all His works which I-Ic hnd created and made. 
Ancl it is very gracious when that rest hnd been disturbed, 
that it should have pleased God to reveal to u.s Jesus as 
the one in whom Ile finds rest nnd refreshment. And that 
thus the or~gina.l division of time might bo continued to 
ns not as commemorative of creation, which would only 
bring to remembrance our sin, but of the resurrection of 
Jesus, which tells us of sin put awny for ever. John was 
~n the Spirit on 'the Lord's.day ; nnd as there is a differ-
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cncc between the Lord's supper and another meal, so
there is nlso between the Lord's-day and another day. 

~Iny we increasingly know the privilege of the LQrd's
dny. 

Dut, with regard to all other days, we have the general' 
rule laid down for us thus-" One man esteemeth one• 
day above another: another esteemeth every day alike .. 
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He 
that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he 
that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard 
it,, (Rom. xiv. 5, 6). You observe the day-well-but· 
do you regard it unto the Lord ? It' you do regara...it,.. 
it should be intelligently ; for it is intended to commemo
rate one of the most wonderful and interesting events of 
which this earth has ever been the scene-the birth of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I would say the most wonderful ; had 
not the cross of the same Lord Jesus been made the basis of 
redemption. But, in truth~ all is wonderful connected with 
Him-" His name shall be called Wonderful." The 
incarnation, however, js the first in order, and may be 
truly said to give its value to the cross; for what would 
that be if He who hung there was not known. 

Let us trace a little in the Scriptures this wonderful 
event. In the seventh chapter of the prophet Isaiah we 
find the house of David brought very low. King Ahaz, 
who sat on the throne of David, surpassed nll thnt bnd 
gone before him in impiety, and ha was no,v threatcnet.l 
with dethronement by the conspiracy of the king of Israel 
with the king of Syria. But God's grnce has ever taken 
its occasion from tho hopelessness of .man. Here was nn 
occasion for God's interference, to prove IIis faitl1fulnc~s 
to David, ond that all the sin of Ahnz coulcl not alter it. 
The prophet Isaiah is sent to the wicked king, to nssurr 
liim that the intention of tl1c two kings "should no 
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·stand, uoitho1· should it como to pass.'' To o.dd confirma-
• 

tion to I-Us own word, he propo8es to Ahnz to a.sk a sign 
-tl1is tho wicked king scornfully 1·cjected. But even this 
only mnde wny for the nbounding of God's grace over his 
sh\: for God himself would give, although Ahaz would not 
ask, a sign. We mny, indeed, bless God that Ahaz did 
not ask, for lmd he soared as high as possible, he never 
would have nsked such a sign as God was pleased to give,
a sign which showed that nothing short of Omnipotence 
could bless. " Behold ·a virgin shall conceive ~nd bear a 
Son, and shall call His name IMMANUEL," Here was to be 
found the security of David's house ; H could not be cut 
off because of the sign .of Immanuel-which is, being 
interpreted, God with us. This sign was the sustainment 
-of many a soul, during a long and dreary period, dissatis
::fied with existing things and longing for something better ; 
for the promise was to faith-" if ye will not beli~ve, 
surely ye sball not be established" (Isaiah vii). But 
what a sign ! a virgin bear a Son and His name Im
.manuel, God with u·s. Through the dark season of 
iniquity before the flood the soul of the faithful had hung 
-on the promise of the seed of the woman. Subsequently 
to the flood, faith rested on the seed of Abraham. But 
when God raised up prophetic testimony amidst the 
abounding evil of His own people, the testimony to faith 
became more explicit as to Him who wns the woman's 
·seed, Abraham's seed, and the Virgin's Child. 

We have no direct divine history of Isrnel fron1 Mnlacbi 
'till the opening of the new Testament-a period of 400 
years. But God 11ad not fo1·gotten them, or His promise 
·to them. The angel Gabriel wnits on Znohnrins and pro
mises a child to his bnrren wife Elizabeth ; sure token of 
-returning mercy to Israel. But if tho " bnrren boru: 
~even,'' what is that to His next grnoious ministry? "The 

' 
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angel Gabriel. was sept from God unto a ~ity 0£ Galilee~ 
n.amed Naznr~tli, to a virgin espoused to a .man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's 
name was Mary. And the angel came ip, and saicl, liail 
thou that art highly favoured, ih.e Lord is with thee, 
blessed art thou among women.'' The virgin •sh_all con
ceive and bear a Son, and call His name Immanuel-. th.ere 
was the sign. But now it is about to be accomplished 
there. is more added, "thou shalt <;~ll His p_aDle Jesus;. 
He shall be great, an,d shall be call.ed the Son of th~ 
Highest, the holy thing bo;rn_ of thee sh_all be. calleg. the 
Son of God."-" For with .God no.thing shaJl be im
possible.-'' After the virgin's 'child-that child Immanuel 
-God with us-Jesus-the ·salvation of a sinner js . . . 

possible with God, for. H;e hath wr9u·ght a greater thing. 
And ob, beloved, remember that the only power adequate 
to· our necessity as ruined sinners, is the power of Him t0 

whom· all things are possible. To cause a virgin to con~ 
ceive, or a sinner to be saved, are alike easy and 
only possible to God, and the one is as great a marvel as 
the other. But which shall we most admire, the power or 
the· grace of God in this? "Highly favoured "-most 
graced, as it migl1t, be rendered - the Lord regarded the 
low~estate of His handmaiden. He :(egarded David's house, 
although sunk into obscurity, because He was faithful to 
His promise. If you desire to see grace and power-and 
both to save-study Jesus, study Immanuel. 

But it bas pleased God to give us an account of the 

condition of the earth. when the fulnoss of time hnd come, 
and He was about to verify His sign. Cmsar Augustus 
was master of the world, and would know the resources of 
his empire, the amount of population, and of the revenue 
which might be collected, Judea was a province of. his 
em1>ire, and came under his decree. All was orderly h 
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.tho world, nnd in Judea all was orderly in religion. Every 
thing went on in quietness and peace. The rulers of the 
world are too much engrossed with their interests to be look-
ing for any sign from God. And the religionists too satis
fied with their own observances to desire any tbing better. 
True, here and there were found a few who were waiting 
fo~ the consolation of Israel, or looking .for redemption in 
Jerusalem. But these were a very small minority. And 
are there not now to be found these three classes •? Those . 
professedly of the world, absorbed in i{s in!ere~ts ;-~- (' 
lig· ionists ~ccupfed with themselves and their work·s; 
and the ·children of faith and ·hope, l~ngi~g i or th; ( 
appearing of .Jesus. But to return. With G~d-all tliings .. 
are possible. And whilst the men of the world are 
following their own interests, they are only bringing 
about what God's hand and counsel determined before to 
be done. The .angel went to Mary at Nazareth; brit tbe 
decree of Cresar Augustus leads her to Bethlehem; for 
there the oracle of God had said the w.ondrous Child should 
be born, even Him " whose goings r orth have been from 
old, from everlasting~' (Micah v. ii). 

Turn now to Bethlehem. The city is crowded by 
reason of all the lineage of David' going there to be 
·enrolled. No one cared for the lowly handmaid~n of th~ 
Lord. But the same power which had caused her to 

... conceive, now enabled her to bring forth her :first-born Son, 
and to wrap Him in swaddling clothes, and lay Him in 
a manger, because there wns no room for them in the inn. 
Is this, indeed, the scene of verifying God's sign P A.re 
there no rejoicings at court?· are there no thank-offerings 
in the Temple P No; the world and its religion were so 
occupiecl with theh· own interests, that, like the inn, there 
was no room for Immanuel there. :But still angels wait 
on Him, and now become tho heralds of grace to those who 
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were fnr removed from the busy scene of the world and 
' its formal religion. The glory of the Lord shone round 

about the shepherds in the field, at first alarming them, 
but then allaying their fears . The an_gels are thus sent 
forth to minister to them who should be heirs of salvation. 

In the day of Isaiah, the heart of the house of David 
was moved, as the trees of the ~ood are moved with the 
wind; and they were re-assured by the sign ~hich God 
gave-the Virgin's Son - Immanuel (Isa. vii. 2-14). 
'So now-the shepherds were. sore afrai<l, but it was only 
to hav:e brought from heaven that blessed word, '' Fear 
n,ot." It is the word of God, not of man. Who can say 
to a terrified conscience, fear not, but God himself.? And 
what sinner is there awakened to a sense of sin by seeing 
the glory of God, and his inability to stand before it, to 
whom the word is not ad·dressed by the ministry of recon
ciliation as it was by the angel to the shepherd - " Fear 
not, for behold I bring you good tidings _of great joy?" 
It was not brought to Cresar's palace, they were occupied 
with other interests ; it was not brought to the religious 
multitude, they were satisfied with their own religion; but 
it was brought to shepherds keeping watch over their 
.fiocks by night. 

And what is this good tidings of great joy P Is it any
thing that gives joy to man, as man? no, it is heavenly, 
and Jeadeth unto heaven. The subject of the joy is the 
Virgin's Son. Is He your joy ?-have you received the 
word, " Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say 
rejoice." For unto you is born this day in the City of 
David, a SA vioun, which is CHRIST the Lonn-even 
JEHOVAH. Is this the Virgin's Child - Jehovnh the 

~ 

anointed Saviour? Here, then, behold tho.t sign verified 
which God had anciently given. But still He .is as 
gracious as He was of old, nnd unasked gives now a sign 

I 
• I: 
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lo the shl~phcrds (Luke ii. 12). God's signs nrc of cqunl 
wonder. 'l'hc , 7il'gin,s Sou, n wonder; that He should be 
Christ the Lord, n wonder ; but thnt such ns He should be 
rouna in n m:mgc1·, wrnpped in swnddling clothes 1 still 
wonderful. This i8 tho sign of God's grace to sinners, 
c,-e11 the humiliation of His own Son. The sign of God's 
intention to be glorified in man,- and make man happy in 
Himself. Thus the angels were taught a lesson by the 
Babe in the manger they had never le~rned before, even 
the amazing grace of God; and they anticipated in their 
song the blessed results, even glory to God in the highest, 

on earth peace, and good-will towards man. Is this your 
thought? Do you look for blessing in any way, or by 
any other channel than Immanuel? l)o you interpret as 
the angels did God's sign to the shepherds ? 

But has not God multiplied his signs even since this ? 
What was Christ the Lord himself but a sign spoken 
against (Luke ii. 34); s.et ;it nought by Pilate, Herod and 
the Chief Priests; despised and rejected of men? The 
religious Jews asked for a sign when the great sign of God 
was present before them; and they got the sign of the 
prophet Jonas, because they were an evil and adulterous 
generation. Christ crucified is to us the sign - but the 
bign of what? Of the world's judgment, and man's total 
min. But yet, at the same time, the sign of God's 
abounding grace, " having made peace by the blood of l-Iis 
cross/' Again, " What sign, said the Jews, shewest tbou 
unto us?" (John ii. 18, 22). 1-lis re3urrcction wns His 
rtply. A sign of the failure of the old creation, and the 
introduction of tho new under tho headship as risen. 
What a sign the resurrection is ! One 1nnn hns died and 
h. risen again, and is at tho l'ight hand of God. This, 
th(~reforc, is the alone oondition of blessing. Do yon 
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know Jesus Clnist in·His own person, Immanu~l, and Him 
crucified nnd risen ? If so, blessed are you. 

In fine, what is all testimony of God but 1:Iis own 
signs nnd ,vonders~ in the person, work., and' actings of 
Immanuel? Men see. them not, n·or :regard them; th~v= 
are only known to faith ; heard of alone by the ear which 
God hath opened. Faith must precede ~j_ght. " The 
shepherds returned and glorified God for all the things 
they had heard and seen as it had been told 1.lnto them_." 
The men of the world, and ·the men of religion, will not 
see now that God's hand is lifted ·up; ·" But tney shall 
see." And there is yet one sign more which' God witl show, 
but show only in judgment. if men wait to believe till 
they see, they will know the v·erification of ~11 tpese signs 
in the manifestation of Jesus in glory, as it' is written,
" And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven : then shall all the tribes of th.e earth mourn, 
and they shall see , the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power. and great glory.'' May you believe 
in the many signs of God's grace; and if you regard the 
day, regard it unto the Lord in fe~ding your soul on 
Jesus ; and if you are looking for anything new, may it 
not be a new year, but that blessed prospect when all 
things shall be new-made new by Jesus himself " the 
new thing" (Jer. xxxi. 22)-no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying, nor pain, because the former things are passed 
away. 
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