
THE RIGHTS OF GOD IN MERCY. 
GOSPEL ADDRESS BY H. GILL. 

(LUKE XII. 13-21; XXII. 37; XXIII. 39-43.) 

I DESIRE to-night to say a little in as simple a 
form as possible upon the rights of God. I 
want to illustrate it in connection with the 
scriptures I have read. Here we have two 
men brought before us, the rich fool and the 
poor thief. The one, I suppose, was approved 
of men. He was rich and respectable, but he 
despised the rights of God and is summoned 
suddenly from his riches into the presence of 
God, where he stands condemned, an eternal 
bankrupt. The other was a thief and an out
law, condemned by men and expiating his 
crimes upon a gibbet, but he is brought to 
appreciate the rights of God, and he goes from 
the shame of a cross to paradise (cleared by the 
work of Christ), where he enters into a wealth 
of eternal blessedness. Such is the grace of 
God and s•Jch are the moral paradoxes found 
in the divine ways. 

The parable of the rich fool fell from the lips 
of the Lord in response to a request from one 
of the company: "Master, speak to my brother, 
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that he divide the inheritance with me." Evi
dently a certain property had been left to two 
brothers, and one had seized the lion's share, 
and the other thought it was a fine opportunity 
with the Lord present to get Him to secure 
him his rights. The whole world is on that 
line. Everywhere men are clamouring for their 
rights. Rulers speak about "the divine right 
of kings." The people of England compelled 
one of their monarchs to sign a " petition of 
rights," insisting that he should have respect to 
their rights. You hear of men's rights and 
women's rights. And then there are "property 
rights," and the lawyers are kept busy securing 
them for people. But there is one kind of 
rights about which we hear but little___:TIIE 
RIGHTS OF GoD. What about His rights? 
People may speak about God, but they speak 
of Him simply in relation to their own 
interests. They say, "If there be a God, why 
does He not interfere and make things more 
tolerable for man. The rich oppress the poor 
and the strong oppress the weak ; why does not 
God interfere and put things right ? " The 
Socialist says, "Give me the reins and I will 
adjust matters," but in every case man has 
himself in view, God's rights are ignored, and 
all the clamouring only increases the confusion. 

Now this man was on a line with all the 
rest. He says: " Speak to my brother, that he 
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dividA the inheritance with me." The Lord 
refused to interfere. And why? It was the 
greatest possible mercy that He did so refuse. 
Supposing the Lord had interfered to secure to 
all men their rights, what would have hap
pened? He would have gone to the throne 
alone. That was His right. But where 
would you and I have been? Swept away in 
judgment. What else could you claim if you 
got your deserts'? Of necessity He must have 
fastened every man's sin upon him, and have 
swept the whole scene in judgment. But He 
said, "Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you ? " There is a day coming when He 
·will come forth in that character. Woe then 
to the man w_ho, clamouring for his own rights, 
has ignored the rights of God. But He was 
not taking that place then. He was here in 
lowly grace, in poverty and obscurity, sur
rendering His own rights, wending His way to 
a cross of shame, that there, at all costs to 
Himself, He might secure the rights of God in 
order that mercymight flow forth to those who 
deserve nothing but judgment. 

I would like, if I might, to enlarge here a 
little upon the rights of God. What I might 
call God's primary rights were set forth in the 
law of Moses. That law was perfectly right. 
There was nothing arbitnry about it. Summed 
up it was this : God was to be supreme in 
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man's affections, and man was to regard his 
neighbour in affection. He was not simply to 
believe in God ; he was to love God with all 
his heart and soul, and strength and mind. 
He was not simply to tolerate his neighbour, 
he was to love him as himself. And I am bold 
to say this, the conditions of life are only 
tolerable when that is the case. You cannot 
tell me that the conditions of life are tolerable 
in this world. They are intolerable. And 
when God laid down that rule of life as ex
pressing His claims on man, it was manifestly 
the only condition of life that is tolerable for 
men. 

You remember when 1\foses was upon the 
mount receiving the law. At the foot of that 
very mountain the people had made a molten 
calf. (Exo. xxxii.) Before the law came into 
their midst God was dethroned in their hearts. 
'' And the Lord said unto 1\foses, Go, get thee 
down ; for thy people, which thou broughtest 
out of the land of Egypt. have corrupted them
selves: they have turned aside quickly out of 
the way which I commanded them: they have 
made them a molten calf, and have worshipped 
it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, 
These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which have 
brought thee up out .of the land of Egypt." 
And then he says, "Now therefore let me 
alone, that my wrath may wax hot against 
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them, and that I may consume them : and I 
will make of thee a great nation." Moses 
besought the Lord for His own glory and by 
the promises made to the fathers, to turn from 
His fierce wrath, and the Lord repented of the 
evil He thought to do unto His people. But 
when Moses comes down from the moun
tain his own indignation knows no bounds. 
There they are worshipping the golden calf, 
eating and drinking, and making merry. " And 
?.loses' anger waxed hot," and he broke the 
tables beneath the mount. He acted intelli
gently in what he did. Had that law come 
into the camp, who could have stood before it? 
The whole congregation must have perished. 
As it was, three thousand fell before the sword 
of the children of Levi. But then, while 
:Moses was righteously indignant as he con
sidered for the glory of God, you remember 
how tenderly he considers for the people. His 
heart melts with love and pity fot· them. He 
says to them," Ye have sinned a great t;in: and 
now I will go up unto the Lord ; per ad venture 
I shall make an atonement for your sin." He 
seems to anticipate that God had other rights 
than those of judgment. He goes up to God 
and says, "Oh, this people have sinned a great 
sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet 
now, if thou wilt forgive their sin-; and if 
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book 
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which thou hast written." There is something 
inexpressibly beautiful about that. The Lord 
had proposed to consume the people and to 
make a nation of Moses, and here Mpses, the 
only one (except it be Joshua) who had stood 
for God, would surrender everything, if only 
God would pa,rdon that people. He would die 
that they might live. "You can wipe me out, 
if only you have mercy upon them." There is 
that in it which suggests the heart of Christ. 
It suggests what Christ would effect for God. 
It is morally beautiful in Moses. But Moses 
was not great enough. He was not Christ, 
though he was an affecting type of Christ, and 
the Lord said to him," Whosoever bath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my book." 

But in the following chapters you get what 
appears to me to be a beautiful answer to it all. 
Moses asks the Lord to shew him His way, 
and further he asks that he may see His glory, 
and the Lord says, "I will make all my good
ness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the 
name qf the Lord before thee; and will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy." 
Moses' touching appeal is the occasion for the 
Lord to make known that He had rights other 
than those of judgment ; that He bad a secret 
counsel of mercy, and He Elays to Moses, 
" Thou canst not see my face : for there shall 
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no man see me, and live. And the Lord 
said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou 
shalt stand upon a rock : and it shall come to 
pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will 
put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover 
thee with my hand while I pass by : and I will 
take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my 
back parts : but my face shall not be seen." 
Moses could not see the face of God. It would 
have meant death. He could not see all that 
God had before Him. The time had not 
arrived for that. But he is called up to the 
mount the second time, and the name of the 
Lord is proclaimed before him. What a name ! 
It is worthy of your prayerful consideration. 
" The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in good
ness and truth. Keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and< sin, 
and that will by no means clear the guilty." 
How can yo~ reconcile what appears to be so 
irreconcilable in that name ? " Merciful and 
gracious . . . . forgiving iniquity," and yet 
"will by no means clear the guilty." It can 
only he reconciled in Christ. Beloved friends, 
I believe if Moses could have seen that face, he 
would have seen the glory of God shining in 
the face of Jesus. The time has arrived to see 
that face now. Not to see it is death. Have 
you seen it? The face of the One, now iri 
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glory, who was so great, so glorious, that in 
death He could reconcile God's mercy and His 
judgment, and secure to God the right to bless 
undeserving sinners. 

I have alluded to that to illustrate the 
character of the present moment. It is a 
moment of mercy. The first step to blessing 
is to recognise it and to cast yourself upon it. 
The greatest sinner on the face of the earth is 
a man that despises the mercy of God. I re
member hearing of an English statesman, a 
man whom I admired as a statesman. In his 
last illness, when his phy!:!ician, an earnest 
Christian, called to see him one day, and said 
to him, " My lord, through the mercy of God, 
you are better this morning," he replied, with 
a curl upon his lip characteristic of the man, 
"What have I to do with the mercy of God?" 
'J.1hat is a sample of the biggest sinner this 
world can produce, a man that despises the 
rights of God in mercy. 

The first scripture I read speaks of a certain 
farmer who had prospered. He had been 
highly favoured of God. He had had the 
sunshine and the rain at suitable seasons, and 
there is no man so directly dependent upon 
God as a farmer. This man's land had 
brought forth plentifully. He had a magnifi
cent opportunity to recognise the primary 
rights of God, to shew his love to God and to 
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his neighbour. He soliloquizes, and what does 
he say: "What shall I do, because I have no 
room where to bestow my fruits? . . . This 
will I do : I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater, and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods, and I will say to my soul, Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years: 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." He 
was not a profligate. He was a shrewd, far
seeing business man, a man whom men would 
applaud, but the golden calf was set up in that 
man's heart as much as in the hearts of the 
people at the foot of Sinai. There the people 
sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 
God was dethroned in their hearts and they 
were making merry. So with this farmer. 
He was thoroughly self-centred. He neither 
blessed God, nor cared for his neighbour. 
Everything revolved around himself. The 
rights of God were absolutely ignored. It is 
all "I" and "my." His own language was his 
strongest condemnation. God was not in his 
thoughts. I wonder if there is one here like 
that to-night? You could not get a more 
striking illustration of a lawless man. And 
yet God was waiting in mercy on that man. 
How good God had been to him. That good
ness ought to have touched his heart. He 
ought to have repented. But he had trampled 
under foot every right of God. He was a 
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young man, and his plans were made for many 
years to come, but God and his neighbour were 
left out of those plans, and as for mercy, what 
did he care for that? He despised it. But 
God will not be shut out for ever. Suddenly, 
like a bolt from a. clear sky, a voice is heard in 
the night: "Fool." God does not call a man 
a fool lightly. "Fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee." 

I wonder if there is any one here to-night 
who is despising the mercy of God. Listen to 
that solemn death-knell : " Fool, this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee." That man 
went out into the night. It was night with 
him then; it has been night with him ever 
since and will, alas, be night for ever. 

Well now, dear friends, I turn to another 
scene, infinitely more solemn, a scene of woe 
and of sorrow, but of marvellous blessedness. 
I allude to the cross. What do I see there ? 
I see the Lord ot glory dying. I see Him offer
ing Himself to God. He is a greater than 
Moses, for all that Moses was in moral excel
lence sprang from Him. This Man has come 
down, not from Sinai, but from heaven, not 
with the law in His hands, but with the law in 
His heart. Moses brought in his hands that 
which tested the people. This Man was the 
whole test in Himself. The law tested man 
in his feelings toward both God and man. So 
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did!Christ. He was the perfect answer to that 
law, but He was more. All that the law 
demanded, all that man ought to be, was seen 
in Him in perfection. But all that God is in 
perfect goodness was seen in Him too. And 
what do men do in the presence of that test? 
They spit in His face. Rejected by men He 
has to say, "Now have they both seen and 
hated both me and my Father." "He was 
reckoned among the transgressors." If, when 
Moses came down from the mountain with 
the tables of stone in his hands, there was 
a sight to break his heart, what a sight was 
there at the foot of the cross ! A sight t:> break 
the heart of the blessed Son of God. There 
they were, gambling for the garments of the 
One who perfectly expressed all that God is, 
and all that man ought to be. At the foot of 
Sinai, and at the foot of Calvary, the rights of 
God were despised. 

What can stay the hand of judgment 
breaking forth on sinners such as these'? Ah! 
here is THE ONE whose face Moses could not 
see. Here is the Man whom God had in 
reserve. Moses could not see clearly God's 
secret counsel of mercy. He might plead for 
it. But here was One who knew it, and who 
was great enough to bring to God that which 
would secure to Him the right to shew it. We 
get no "peradventures" on the lips of this 
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bleRsed Man. Moses says " I will go up unto 
the Lord ; peradventure I will make an atone
ment for your sin." He says to God, "Thi.s 
people have sinned a great sin; yet now, if thou 
wilt forgive their sin-; and if not; blot me, 
I pray thee, out of thy book." But we hear no 
"ifs" from the lips of Jesus. I speak it rever
ently, He can demand. "Father, forgive 
them." The lawbreakers were all at His feet. 
The rights of God were trampled on the 
ground. But in praying for them, He brings 
to God that which secured to Him the right to 
have mercy upon them. But think of the cost 
of it ! What a cost ! A Moses would surrender 
<::verything that the people might be forgiven. 
Here is Jesus, the blessed Son of God, taunted, 
jeered at and crucified. They were saying, 
"He trusted in God : let him deliver him now, 
if he will have him : for he said, I am the Son 
of God." And the thieves catch up that taunt 
and cast it in His teeth. Did you eVf~r think of 
what that meant to Christ, to be thus taunted 
by men? 

But there was a more bitter cup to be drunk 
than that ! If mercy were to flow to sinners, 
the full weight of divine judgment and wrath 
against sin, in all its terrible reality, must be 
bornE' by Himself. He takes that cup from 
the hand of God and drinks it. A Moses could 
not have stood here. Who could fathom all 
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that that meant '? Feeling as none else could 
feel what divine wrath against sin was, and 
what it was to be made sin before God, He 
cries, " :\Iy God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me ? " Abandoned, forsaken, He· is in 
the distance. But in that place of distance 
and death He brings such positive glory to 
God in respect of sin, that forgiveness, full and 
eternal, flows forth for those who deserve naught 
but judgment. 

And now I would like for·a brief moment to 
contrast this blessed Man-and I speak of it 
with holy reverence, I trust-with the young 
man of Luke xii. Scripture speaks of the 
Lord Jesus as young, cut off in the midst of 
His days. (Psa. cii.) In the parable of Luke 
xii. there was a young man, a rich fool, sur
rounded with prosperity, which was a mark in 
Israel of the favour of God. But he had trampled 
on God's rights and despised His mercy. He 
had gathered in his harvest and is counting on 
many years in which to enjoy it, speaking of 
eating and drinking and making merry. But 
he dies suddenly, going out into eternal night, 
poverty and woe, leaving all his harz,est behind 
him. But here is One who had every right to 
be in the midst of prosperity, for He had ever 
been a delight to the heart of God. He is 
here, not eating and drinking and making 
merry. No ! He is in the midst of poverty 
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and woe unutterable ; at all costs to Himself 
He is maintaining the rights of God. He dies, 
but all His harvest is before Him. He begins 
to reap even then! That day He puts in the 
sickle. He snatches a dying thief from the 
jaws of hell-a precious sheaf which was to 
adorn heaven's garner for ever; and that cross 
becomes the womb of a universe that stands in 
the mercy of God. 

Now, just a word about these two thieves. 
I suppose they really represent the world. 
They were dying robbers. So are you. Every 
man is a dying robber. Who has loved God 
with all his heart and his neighbour as him
self? None but Christ. Every other man has 
trampled upon the primary rights of God. 
These men bad done that. Men care little if 
you rob God. But if you rob them, they will 
make you smart for it. The position of these 
two thieves was most desperate. The heel of 
the law was upon them. The frown of men 
was against them. There was no mercy to be 
looked for there. " And one of the malefactors 
which were hanged railed on him, saying, If 
thou be Christ, save thyself and us." That 
thief was thinking of himself, and he judges 
that the Lord was thinking of Himself too. 
"Save thyself and us." He judges Christ to 
be on the common platform of men. He was 
wrong. "But the oLher answering rebuked 
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him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing 
thou art in the same condemnation? And we 
indee~ iustly; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds : but this man hath done nothing 
amiss." Beloved friends, if He had saved 
Himself, would He not have been doing some
thing "amiss"? He would not have been 
considering for God nor for man. And that 
was impossible with Christ.. Light breaks in 
\}pon the soul of that penitent thief. I think 
he saw further than Moses saw. He seems to 
apprehend the character of the moment, and 
he says, as it were, to his fellow, "This 
Man ought not to be here. He is not here 
because of His own sin, as you and I are. He 
hath done nothing amiss. The throne belongs 
to Him and the kingdom." Now the dignity of 
the throne of Rome was maintained in putting 
to death those two malefactors. I suppose it 
could do nothing else. It could not have 
acquitted them and have maintained the dignity 
of its laws. But the dignity of God's throne is 
seen, in that mercy can be d1:spensed consistently 
with righteousness. And that question was 
being solved on the cross by the Saviour in 
sorrow, rejection and death. How great, how 
glorious was He who could solve that ques
tion. In His Person mercy and truth have 
met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other. "God hath set forth Jesus-
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a. mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for 
the shewing forth of his righteousness, in 
respect of the passing by the sins that had 
taken place before, through the forbearance of 
God ; for the shewing forth of his righteousness 
in the present time, so that he should be just, 
and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus." 
(Rom. iii. 25, 26, New Trans.) The throne of 
God is a mercy-seat, and that robber apprehends 
it and says, "I cast myself on his mercy." 
"Lord, you will remember me, a dying robber, 
who has trampled on the rights of God, and 
has nothing to plead but mercy." Quicker 
than the word came to the rich fool, comes the 
response to that dying man's appeal : " Verily 
I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise." "To-day." He bad asked to be 
remembered when the Lord would come in 
His kingdom. But the Lord . would not wait 
for that. He took him to paradise that day. 
The Lord would not be there alone ; it was 
His glory to have that thief with Him. 
" To-day thou shalt be with me in paradise." 
A never-ending day had dawned for him. He 
had found in Jesus One (a Judge, if you like) 
who had solved every moral question for the 
glory of God and for the blessing of man ; a 
divider who apportioned him a place in that 
universe which stands in the mercy of God. 

Dear friends, how simple it is. I wonder if 
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the mercy of God appeals to you ? It appeals 
to me. It appealed to Saul of Tarsus. Saul 
spoke of himself as one who had been a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, an insolent, over
bearing man. He had sought to wipe out the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth from the earth, and 
had breathed out threatenings and slaughter 
against His poor disciples. He had trampled 
on the rights of God. But he said, " I obtained 
mercy." "This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this 0ause I obtained mercy." I 
ask-does the mercy of God appeal to you l 
I love the word "mercy." There is a sove
reignty and sweetness about it that I delight in. 
It springs from the heart of God Himself and 
He is going to have all the blessed fruit of it. 
Paul delighted in the mercy of God. Have 
,vou availed yourself of it? If you have not, 
may you do so to-night. You need it when 
you come as a sinner, and it is there for you. 
It is there for all. There was as much mercy 
in the heart of (tod for one thief as for the 
other. There is mercy for the Jew and there 
is mercy for the Greek. " For God hath con
cluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all.'' \Vill you avail yourself of 
the mercy of God? I am thankful I have done 
so, and I bless God, not only for the mercy that 
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met me when I came as a sinner, but for His 
mercy all along the way. You need mercy in 
your path every day. You need it in your 
family, and you will need it when you come 
down to the end of your course. And God will 
not disappoint you. I remember very well the 
last time I saw our beloved brother W--, 
who was with us last year. Speaking together 
of the mercy of God, he said to me: "I have 
become so accustomed to mercy from God, that 
I look for nothing else." Some of us know 
what a bright home-going the Lord gav.e him. 
And so, when you come to the end of your path 
down here, what do you look for? It will ~till 
be mercy. "Looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life." As we used to 
sing:-

" How shall I meet those eyes, 
Mine on Himself I cast ; 

And own myself the Saviour's prize, 
MERCY FROM FIRST TO LAST." 

I· delight to think of the One who, at all 
costs to Himself, secured the rights of God in 
mercy. The harvest began when He was 
nailed to that cross and He is going to fill a 
universe with blessing and joy, and surround 
Himself with companions for ever, the fruit of 
His sufferings and death. 

Ma.y the Lord bless His word to our good. 
H. G. 


