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FOREWORD 

EVERY CHRISTIAN must be aware that the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is at hand. Centuries ago it was 
written: "Knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand." Somehow, the march of time, and the develop
ment of world events, have brought us to the time of the 
Advent. 

World events, thrill us. They proclaim loudly that God 
is placing the nations in their respective prophetic posi
tions that they might play their part in His drama. To 
behold the Jew preparing, in a universal way, to return 
to Palestine; to realize the progress of Communistic Russia 
and her anti-God propaganda; to witness the Vatican come 
gradually into the forefront as a world-power; to consider 
the Asiatics endeavoring to form one gigantic hegemony; 
and to lmow the democratic, English-speaking races are 
planning to come ,together, is to appreciate that we are 
about to see the wind-up of Gentile rule. The times of 
the Gentiles are practically ended. 

Despite the imminence of Christ's return, multitudes 
lmow nothing about it. They have never heard. Many 
that have heard treat the truth as fantastic, so much 
religious fiction. Others are confused. They have listened 
to so many preachers, and read so many writers on the 
subject, that they lmow not what to believe. 

For these reasons this book has been necessary. It does 
not attempt to be sensational, fanciful, or out of the usual 
run of interpretation by those recognized as sound teachers 
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4 FOREWORD 

of the prophetic word. As the articles are read you will 

find they follow, more or less, a chronological order. They 

commence with the present moment and carry through to 

the final state. May they be a rich blessing to you. Always 

keep in mind "Maranatha!-The Lord Cometh." 

Yours in His happy service, 

GAVIN HAMILTON. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

MARANATHA! 

Highlight of the 20th Century 

MARANATHA! It is a long cry between Enoch
and John. The Genesis patriarch, with prophetic
trumpet_, peals forth: "Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of His saints." The apoca
lyptic seer, in ecstatic rapture, cries, "Behold, He
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him."
Then the early Christians! Listen, as they meet
and as they part. Their password is "M_ara
natha." It means, "The Lord cometh." 

Says someone, "But He has come." That is
true. Here Scripture and history agree. Prophets
spoke glowingly, and Psalmists sang rapturously,
of the Advent. And when He came, angelic hosts
chanted His praise, a brilliant star proclaimed
His presence, and men hastened from tending
sheep and watching stars to worship at His feet.

He Died 

Think back a moment! The Creator is in the
world which His hands had made. In perfect
humiliation He deigns to be born amongst cattle,
to grow up amongst enemies, arid to die between
thieves. For birds and beasts He provides a
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8 MARANATHAI 

re�ting-place, but He hath not where to lay His 
head. Then, upon His own bosom, He rests His 

sacred head-and dies. 
Here, let Him speak. "The Son of Man came 

not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 

give His Life a ransom for many" (Matt. 20: 28). 

Somehow men had gone astray. They were sin

ners in need of pardon, captives in need of free
dom, and dead in need of Life. Only Jesus could 

meet the need. · So, in the boundlessness of His 

love, He died upon the tree. 

There "He suffered for our sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 
Pet. 3: 18). "But He was wounded for our trans
gressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him: and 
with His stripes we are healed" (Isa. 53: 5). 

There "He spoiled principalities and powers, 

and made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them in His Cross" ( Col. 2 : 15) . "He destroyed 
him th�t had the power of death, that is, the 
devil; and delivered them who through fear of 

death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" 

(Heb. 2: 14, 15). 
There "He abolished death, and brought life 

and immortality to light through the Gospel" 
(2 Tim.1: 10). 

Yes! He has come. And His mission was "to 
seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 
19 : 10). Blessed indeed are all whom He has 
found. They have everything in Him to fully 
satisfy. 
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Grace there is my every debt to pay; 

Blood to wash my every stain away; 
Power to keep me holy day by day 

In Christ for me. 

He is Here 

"Ah!" says another, "He is here." That, too, is 
true. How is it possible to deny it? His promise 
is plain: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the age" (Matt. 28: 20). Again, He 
said, "I will not leave you comfortless, I will come 
to you" (John 14: 18). 

In this connection it is interesting to hear Him 
say: "He that hath My commandments, and keep
eth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that 
loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will 
love him, and will manifest Myself to him" (John 
14: 21). There is therefore a fellowship with 
divine persons peculiar to the saint that loves 
Christ. 

But, Maranatha ! This does not mean that "He 
has come," or that "He is here." It means that 
"He is coming again." 

Imagination plays no part here. We trust di
vine revelation given by inspiration. 

The Lord Cometh 

As all the prophecies concerning Christ's first 
coming were fulfilled in His personal appearance 
in the world-so we believe the Second Coming 
necessitates His personal, literal, ,Physical return. 
No other interpretation of Second Coming pas
sages is reasonable or believable. 
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Listen to Jesus ! This is His fare well message : 

"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house 

are many mansions : if it were not so, I would 

have told you. I go .to prepare a place for you, 

and, if I go, and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14: 1, 3). 

Hearken to the two heavenly witnesses! "Ye 

men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 

heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from 

you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts 1: 11). 

Read carefully the words of Paul: "For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words" (1 Thess. 4: 16, 
18). 

Let John provide the last testimony. He hears 
Jesus make one final announcement ere the cur
tain of revelation drops. He says, "Surely, I come 

quickly." 

Enough! Maranatha ! The Lord cometh. His 
coming, therefore, is as certain as the dawn. It 
is as sure as "seed-time and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, and day and night." 

It is as positive as that God sits upon His throne. 
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D-ate-Fixing

One uncertainty governs the event. It is the 

"time element." We cannot say when it will take 

place. To attempt to set a date would overstep 

the divine boundary. That would be lawlessness. 

Let us never forget Christ's word: "But of that 

day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 

angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 

the Father" (Mark 13: 32). Again, to His dis

ciples who asked, "Wilt Thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?" He replied: "It is 

not for you to know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in His own power" 

(Acts 1: 6, 7). 

Much harm has been done, and positive dis
honor brought upon our Lord and this precious 
truth of His return, by date-fixers. For the most 
part, only the illiterate in the things of God, and 
those subject to fanaticism, have been the de
votees of such unscriptural predictions. 

All Bible students agree that both Enoch and 

Elijah set forth those believers who shall be 

"alive" when Jesus comes. It is striking that 

both knew of their translation. Of Enoch we 

read: "By faith Enoch was translated that he 

should not see death" (Heb. 11: 5). In connec

tion with Elijah his translation was known by 

Elisha and the sons of the prophets at both Bethel 

and Jericho (2 Kings 2). Remember, too, it was 

whispered in old Simeon's ear that "He should 
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not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ" (Luke 2: 26). 

It may be that immediately preceding our 
translation the Holy Spirit will communicate the 

glorious impression upon our hearts. Such an 

impression has been gathering momentum in 

recent times. Who knows but that the highlight 

of the twentieth century shall be our Lord's re

turn for us! 

Looking over the whole prophetic program we 
know of nothing that might hinder Christ from 

coming now. We appreciate, however, that cer

tain conditions had to be met before the event 
could take place. Let us consider four things: 

First. THE LoRD HAD TO GO AWAY. He said: 

"If I go away, I will come again" (John 14: 3). 

Has He gone away? The four Gospels, and every 
New Testament book, assert that He has. To 

settle the point beyond dispute, He revealed Him
self as the ascended Lord to His disciples, to 
Stephen, to Saul, and to John. Sheer unbelief 

alone would refuse and refute such infallible 
evidences. 

Second. PETER'S DECEASE WAS A NECESSITY. 

Jesus revealed to him that he must needs die 

(John 21 : 18, 19) . That made impossible the 

return while he lived. 

Third. THE APOSTASY WAS TO DEVELOP. In 

Paul's day the mystery of iniquity was already 

at work, though in its infant stage. Evidently it 

was to work in the world till Satan produced an 
incarnation of himself in the Man of Sin. His 
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appearance, however, could only be possible on 
the withdrawal of the Hinderer, the Holy Spirit 
in the Church (2 Thess. 2). 

Fourth. CHURCH HISTORY WAS TO DEVELOP AC
CORDING TO THE DIVINE PLAN. This comes to light 
in the seven churches where we have the seven
fold development of Church history from the first 
century down to the return of Christ (Rev. 2 

and 3). 

Wh;y Does He Wait;, 

Now that Christ is risen, now that Peter is 
dead, now that the apostasy is with us, and now 
that Church history is practically complete, what 
remains but for Christ to come? Our hearts cry 
out ... 

Christ is coming! let creation 
Bid her groans and travail cease; 

Let the glorious proclamation 
Hope restore and faith increase. 

Maranatha! 
Come, thou blessed Prince of Peace! 

Earth can now but tell the story 
Of Thy bitter cross and pain; 

She shall yet behold Thy glory, 
When Thou comest back again: 

Maranatha! 
Let each heart repeat the strain. 

Though once cradled in a manger, 
Oft not pillow but the sod; 

Here an alien and a stranger, 
Mocked of men, disowned of God, 

All creation 
Yet shall own Thy kingly rod. 
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With that "blessed hope" before us, 
Let no harp remain unstrung.; 

Let the mighty advent chorus 
Onward roll from tongue to tongue; 

Maranatha! 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come! 

Friend, are you ready? Settle this question at 

once .... Now. It may be too late tomorrow. 

The Lord may have come and the opportunity 

withdrawn. Do you ask, "What must I do to be 
saved?" Let the Word of God supply the answer: 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved" (Acts 16: 30, 31). 



CHAPTER Two 

HARBINGERS 

OF 1HE SECOND ADVENT 

THE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST is the greatest
event in world history. At once it becomes the 
center of the two eternities, the mainspring in 
the clock of prophecy, the pivot around which re
volve all the purposes of God. It was the incar
nate Christ who revealed the moral character of 
God; who put away sin by the sacrifice of Him
self; who won an eternal victory over the infernal 
hosts of evil; who, once for all, broke the power 
of death, and who brought to us the knowledge of 
salvation. 

Today the world faces another crisis. It is 
Christ's Second Coming. This time He is com
ing, not in humiliation to travel from the cradle 
to the Cross, but in glorification to receive from 
this scene His own blood-bought children. 

Evidences abound that His Advent is at hand. 
Ever since "Ascension Day," when the heavenly 
witnesses said that "This same Jesus . . . shall 
so come i� like manner as ye have seen Him go," 
the eyes of Christians have been turned heaven
ward. They look for Him. And, perhaps as never 
before, do they expect Him any moment. 
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16 MARANATHA! 

Race of Scoffers 

The seeming delay of Christ has given rise to 
a race of scoffers. As they have maliciously and 
malignantly attacked every divinely revealed 
truth, so in regard to the Second Advent they 
say : "Where is the promise of His coming? for 
all things continue as they were from the begin
ning of the creation" (2 Pet. 3: 4). But we re
main adamant. This tirade does not adversely 
affect us. The scoffers, unintentionally and un
knowingly, fulfil the Scriptures they deny. 

Has the Lord not prepared us for this seeming 
delay? Three times in His Olivet discourse, given 
in Matthew 24 and 25, He openly says it will be 
thus. He mentions the evil servant who says in 
his heart, "My Lord delayeth His coming" ( ch. 
24: 48). Then in the parable which follows, the 
ten virgins slept "while the Bridegroom tarried" 
(ch. 25: 5). Finally, He refers to Himself as the 
Man "who called His own servants, and delivered 
unto them His goods" and then went into the far 
country. Then, "After a long time the Lord of 
those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them" 
(ch. 25: 14, 19). 

Wh3, Christ Has Not Come 

Scripture explains the delay. There are, at 
least, four reasons. 

First, the Father's time is not opportune. Re
member, God has His purposes and He never 
changes them for either Devil, demon, or man. 
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He set His clock in the eternal past when events 
in time must happen. So far, infinite accuracy 
has marked them. We may be assured, therefore, 
that when the moment strikes for Christ's return, 
"He that shall come, will come, and will not 

tarry." 

Second, Peter speaks. "The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as soine men count slack
ness, but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance" (2 Peter 3 : 9). 

Back of the delay is the love of God for men. 
And "In this was manifested the love of God to
ward us, because that God sent His only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
HIM" ( 1 John 4 : 9) . Since Christ has died, it is 
possible for men everywhere, through faith in 
Him, to be ready for His coming. 

Third, God waits to complete the Church. He 
began to build His Church at Pentecost, and will 
complete it when the last living stone is added 
to it. What if that happens today? Friend, will 
you be left out? 

Fourth, iniquity has not come to the full. God 
bears and waits patiently with men whilst they 
forge ahead in their rampage of sin. Now that 
sin is about to rise to its predetermined height, 
we may expect Christ any time. 

Harbingers of the Advent 

We turn to the four major signs which must 
precede Christ's return. They act as harbingers 
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of the Second Advent. Here, let it be plainly 
stated that no prophecy is being literally-and 
perfectly-fulfilled meantime. ·what we see is 
but the beginning of the end. It is the setting of 
the stage, upon which the prophetic actors shall 
appear, to play their part in the world drama. 

THE JEWISH SIGN COMES FIRST. As Palestine 
is the geographic center of the earth, so the Jew 
is the center of God's dealings with the nations. 
As one has said, "The Jew is God's barometer." 
A look at him will indicate where we are propheti
cally. Israel's King declared: "Now learn a par
able of the fig tree: when his branch is yet tender, 
and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is 
nigh" (Matt. 24: 32). 

Is the fig tree putting forth her leaves? About 
half a million Jews are in Palestine today. Some 
nine million are under Hitler's tyranny in the 
furnace of affliction. Daily they cry for deliver
ance. And they will get it! Soon the United 
Nations will overthrow the Nazis. Then shall 
the Palestinian doors be flung widely open to 
allow the greatest migration of any one people 
in the annals of history. Then shall come autono
mous rule for Palestine. This is already on the 
agenda of the Jewish Congress. All this speaks 
eloquently of our early departure to be with 
Christ. 

LooK AT THE MORAL SIGN. How ominous! "But 
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of Man be. For, as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating and drink-
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ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not 

until the flood came, and took them all away, so 

shall also the coming of the Son of Man be" 

(Matt. 24: 37, 39). 

No need to elaborate here. It is self-evident. 

The world has gone pleasure-mad. It drinks to 

the full, too, the wine of hate, immorality, and 

war. No government, and no physical retribution, 

can adequately control it. Deterioration, morally 
and spiritually, has developed so quickly, since the 

beginning of World War No. 2, that to continue 

at the same rate will make recovery impossible. 

The days of Noah are with us. But so is the day 
of the coming of the Son of Man. "Therefore be 
ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not 
the Son of Man cometh" (Matt. 24: 44). 

THE INTERNATIONAL SIGN IS NEXT. For the sec

ond time in one generation we are involved in 
world war. The net result of World War No. 1 
was the restoration of Palestine to the Jews. The 
burning question today is, "What will World War 

No. 2 produce?" Here we take the long, prophetic 

view. 
In the event of an Allied victory over Hitler it 

will pave the way for the great Russo-German 
confederacy with Russia in control. We may also 

expect to see the Vatican take a definite step to
wards bringing Italy under her political influence 

now that she has "temporal power." Once ac
complished, it will be easy to bring ten kings in 

Eastern and Western Europe together to form 
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the prophesied Roman Empire. Again, with the 
Empire of the "Rising Sun" destined to play a 
major part in the coming Asiatic hegemony, we 
may well prepare ourselves for setbacks in the 
Pacific. In this connection we note that Syria has 
been promised "independence" after the war. 
From this country shall arise the "King of the 
North," who will have the full military support 
of the Asiatics. Then, Scripture suggests that 
America and Great Britain shall be in closest 
collaboration in the end-time, which thing is be
coming a reality more and more daily. Beloved, 
great events are in the making. Let us look up, 
for our redemption draweth nigh. 

LAST OF ALL, BEHOLD THE CHRISTIAN SIGN. This 
affects us. Jesus said that when the midnight 
ho�r struck the cry would go forth, "Behold, the 
Bridegroom cometh" (Matt. 25: 6). Surely that 
hour is upon us. The darkness deepens. Bu� the 
Bridegroom is about to come. The two go together 
-the midnight hour and the· coming Bridegroom.
What if He should come today? I trust we are
all ready. The sentiment of these lines of poetry
should really be ours :

I shall not pass this way again. 
The thought is full of sorrow; 

The good I ought to do today, 
I may not do tomorrow. 

If I this moment shall withhold 
The help I might be giving, 

Some soul may die, and I shall lose 
The sweetest joy of living. 
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Only the present hour is mine
I may not have another 

In which to speak a kindly word 
Or help a fallen brother. 

The path of life leads straight ahead; 
· 1 can retrace it never;

The daily record which I make 
Will stand unchanged forever. 

To cheer and comfort other souls, 
And make their pathway brighter; 

To lift the load from other hearts, 
And make their burdens lighter; 

This is the work we have to do; 
It must not be neglected; 

That we improve each passing hour, 
Is of us all expected. 

I shall not pass this way again! 
Oh, then, with high endeavor 

May I my life and service give 
To Him who reigns forever! 

Then will the failures of the past 
No longer bring me sadness, 

And His approving smile will fill 
My heart with joy and gladness. 



CHAPTER THREE 

HEA YEN'S MAGNET 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SECOND COMING must be

recognized by the large place it occupies in holy 

literature. World events move swiftly and surely 

toward this divine climax. Already, the birth

pangs of this new age are with us. They come 

with ever-increasing severity and at less frequent 

intervals. Unquestionably, conditions interna

tionally wax worse and worse. And yet the sor

rows of the moment have to be followed by the 

infinitely greater sorrows ·of the great tribulation 

period. But as in the natural, so in the spiritual. 

Travail must precede deliverance. 

Such procedure has a predetermined course for 

all nations, for the Church of God, for creation at 
large, and for the Jewish race. Indeed, our Lord 

subscribed fully to it. For Him it was first the 

Cross, then the Crown ; the Tree, then the Throne; 

the travail, then the triumph; the bitter, then the 

sweet. 

Sweet after Bitter 

This age-long secret comes out into the open in 

the Apocalypse. John is asked to eat the little 

book which lies open in the hand of the angel. 

It is the book of the divine purpose. As it enters 

his belly it ,is bitter, for it tells of the trials and 
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sorrows waiting for men. In his mouth, however, 
it is sweet. Here is the end of all God's dealings 
with men. He intends to take over the whole 
creation, and to establish His Son in the seat of 
power. Then shall all men be blessed in Him, and 
all men shall call Him blessed (Rev. 10). 

Paul speaks plainly. He cannot be misunder
stood. "We must through much tribulation enter 
into the Kingdom of God" (Acts 14: 22). And 
what' an example he provides! Read, again and 
again in 2 Corinthians 11, of his experiences in
curring bodily pains and privations. Nothing 
sweet about them. Contrariwise, they were his 
Marah. But read on. He appears next in the 
third heavens, the Paradise. of God. He sees 
visions and hears revelations. His heart is thrilled 
and filled with Christ. Nothing bitter here! Nay, 
verily, �e is Home in glory. 

Soon this shall be· our happy portion. But we 
experience our trials now. Oftentimes they are 
anything but pleasant, for "Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
but afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby" (Heb. 12: 11). In a little while, beloved 
suffering child of God, we are going home. Then, 
in the words of Frances Ridley Havergal, we shall 
say: 

Light after darlmess, 

Gain after loss; 

Strength after weakness, 

Crown after cross. 
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Sweet after bitter, 
Hope after fears; 

Home after wandering, 

Praise after tears. 

Saints of All Ages Arise 

This leads us to the consideration of the order' 

of events at the Coming. But before we proceed, 
let us get a clear Scriptural conception of the 
"Second Advent." It is but one event in two 
stages. And in this it may _be likened to the first 
coming of Christ. He came first to Bethlehem 
and then, thirty-three years later, to Jerusalem. 
So He shall come first of all into the air for His 
saints (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17), and, some years later, 
return with them to initiate His world-wide king
dom (Rev. 20: 4). 

The divine program opens with the resurrection 
of those that have died in the faith. This incor
porates Old Testament, as well as New Testament, 

saints. What a moment when the realms of death 
are invaded by the power of Christ, and our loved 
ones share in His resurrection triumph! From 
their last earthly resting-place they shall come 
with bodies incorruptible, fashioned like unto the 
body of their glorified Lord. They shall rise to 
greet a life without an end; a day without a night; 
a joy without a sorrow. Incorruption instead of 
corruption; glory instead of dishonor; power in
stead of weakness; and a spiritual body instead of 
a natural body shall be theirs eternally. 

Do you mourn the loss of a loved one? Ah ! the 
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parting has been hard. Your heart has been well

nigh broken. Rivers of tears have freely flown 

from your eyes. At times you have hardly known 

what to do or where to turn. Beloved, there is 

but one thing to do, and but one Person to whom 

to turn. You must pray. You must turn to Jesus. 

He. knows all about you, and He longs to heal the 

wound. He wants to give you a look at your 

saved loved ones above in the enjoyment of His 

glorious presence, and to whisper that soon He 

shall come to reunite you in bonds eternal. 
"Wherefore comfort one another with these 

words" (1 Thess. 4: 18). 

From Earth to GlorJ) 

Our change comes next. In a moment mortality 
shall be swallowed up of life. Physical imperfec
tions shall be put off. We shall be made all glorious 
within and without. He shall change our body of 
humiliation that it may be like unto His own body 

of glory. We shall be as like Christ as Almighty 
power can make us. 

What a hope! How it helps us bear our sick
nesses and infirmities ! We reckon that the suffer
ings of this little while are nothing to be compared 
with the exceeding and eternal weight of glory to 

be ours presently. Heaven's health and perennial 
happiness shall be our everlasting portion. "There 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry

ing, neither shall there be any more pain : for the 
former things are passed away" (Rev. 21: 4). 
Hallelujah ! 
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Oh, joy! Oh, delight! should we go without dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no death, and no crying: 
Caught up through the clouds with our Lord into glory, 

When Jesus receives His own. 

The rapture follows. Immediately after the 
dead are raised and we are changed, we shall be 

drawn by Heaven's powerful Magnet to meet the 

Lord in the air. Soon we shall pass through 
Satan's domain. What a sight for those infernal 
hosts of evil to behold ! On this occasion we shall 
encounter no opposition. They shall stand aside 
powerless, amazed, to spectate. 

Let Paul speak. He has pictured us under 
Satan's power, then delivered by the dynamic 
force of the Gospel. He has portrayed us in a 
world where we have been subject to Satan's 
wiles and wickedness, but by the help of the Holy 
Spirit within, and an interceding Great High 
Priest above, we have been more than conquerors. 
Then he reaches the climax. He presents us in 
the image of Christ before God the Judge without 
a charge, and without fear of condemnation. Now 
he rises up and shouts : "For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin

cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any

other creature, shall be able to separat.e us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" 
(Rom. 8: 89). 

Tempted, tossed about and troubled one, be 
not downcast. Your enemy Satan has been allowed 
to sift you as wheat. It is a battle. You "wrestle 
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not against flesh and blood, but against princi

palities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked.:. 

ness in high places." But, Jesus has prayed for 

thee that thy faith fail not. "Resist the Devil, 

and he will flee from you." The victory is yours 

in Christ. 

Drawn to Christ 

What after resurrection and rapture past 

Satan's domain? Why, beloved, it is to see Jesus. 
To look into the face of that "Altogether Lovely 

One" who shed His precious blood for our redemp
tion, and who displayed His power to have us in 
His presence. What a sight! What a meetingr 

And what a greeting! Can you take it in? With 
Christ forever ! The thought overwhelms. But 
blessed be God our God, it shall soon be our 
eternal portion. 

How doe-s this truth affect us? It ought to 
purify us even as Christ is pure. All known sin 
should be confessed and put away. We should 
be clean morally. Let our loins be girded about, 
and our lights burning, and like unto men who 
really wait for their Lord. 

Just a few days and our tears will have ended, 

Just a few hours and our tasks will be done, 

Yet still we hear them calling-from darkness appalling, 

While we rest in the light of the fast setting sun. 

Just a few days and the gifts we've withholden, 

Just a few hours and the calls we refused, 

Will rush on for ever-or, return to us never, 

And Eternity's crown we no longer may choose. 
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Just a few days and then naught will avail us,-

The thought of the crown we might yet have won

And Oh, what the sorrow-if we miss on the morrow 

Our share in .that joy when He whispers "Well done." 

Just a few days-O Lord, quicken our courage

Just a few moments to make known Thy Name, 

In the darkness, enfold us-in our weakness, uphold us

Till He come-make us earnest Thy Son to proclaim. 



CHAPTER FouR 

BEFORE 1HE BEMA 

LE FIRST ITEM ON THE DMNE AGENDA, after we

meet the Lord in the air, is for us to appear before 

the Judgment-seat. Here, "Every one of us shall 
give an account of himself to God." Here, "Every 
man's work shall be tried ... and shall be made 
manifest." What solemn, soul-searching state
ments! They almost send a wave of fear over us. 
How shall we ever face God with our acknowl
edged infirmities and inconsistencies? 

Let us open the precious Book. It provides 
matchless comfort and valuable information. 
Indeed, it assures us that we need not fear, nor 
be over-anxiously concerned about the event. 
Three outstanding truths may be noted. 

First. OUR SAVIOUR IS JUDGE. The One who, 

in boundless love, died for us upon Calvary; who 
lives -for us at the right hand of God; and who 
is coming for us that we might be His companions 
eternally-is the O:Q.e who shall judge our works. 
This immediately removes fear and imparts 
confidence. 

Second. THE JUDGMENT BEGINS AFrER iWE ARE 
GLORIFIED. Already we have been presented before 
Him in all His beauty. His estimate of us is: 

29 
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"Thou art all fair, My love; there is no spot in 

thee." 
Third. THIS IS THE JUDGMENT, NOT OF OUR 

PERSONS TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER WE ARE FIT FOR 

H�VEN, BUT OF OUR WORKS. At Calvary the Lord 
Jesus was judged for our sins and by the shedding 

of His blood put them away. We are before Him 
now to see what He thinks about the works we 

have done for Him during our converted days. 

Lives Revealed 

The Judgment-seat will be a great unveiling. 

What revelations await us! Our whole life shall 
be in review. Things good and things bad; things 
personal, private, and public; thoughts, words, 
and deeds-all shall be laid out in the open before 
God. To evade the issue will be impossible. To 
excuse the deeds will be unthinkable. To endorse 
the judgment will be delightful. And why not? 
Here we shall witness every wrong righted; every 
dissension exposed and settled ; every injustice 
elucidated and vindicated; every misrepresenta
tion discovered and dismissed. 

We live our lives before the divine microphone. 

Every thought we think; every word we speak; 
every act we do; everything is perfectly trans

mitt€d to the record. It is this record we shall 
hear gone over by and by. 

What carefulness, consideration, compassion, 

should characterize us! All unkindness, uncouth
ness, underhand work, unlawful actions, unprin
cipled behavior, untenable positions, unyielding-
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ness, and untruthfulness should be abandoned 
once for all. 

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 
All His wondrous compassion and purity: 

O Thou Spirit divine.; all my nature refine, 
· Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.

Scripture carefully designates what shall be 
brought up at the Judgment-seat. A brief survey 
may help us better to understand. It may also 

enable us to adjust our lives to the perfect will 
of God. 

Appeal for Fellowship 

OUR MOTIVES SHALL BE JUDGED. Paul devotes 
thirty verses to this subject (Rom. 14 and 15: 
1, 7). He vehemently protests against our judg
ing our brother's motive in that which he does. 
Since that which motivates one is unseen by 
human eye, how dare a human judge? Let God 
be Judge. He always judges righteously. 

In Rome, some Jewish saints regarded days 
and foodstuffs in accordance with the Law. 
Others, presumably Gentiles, who were never 
under Law, regarded them not. Consideration is 
called for. There must be no despising; no setting 
at naught a brother. Love must prevail. Each 
one is credited as acting before God, and for His 
glory. 

It is a strong appeal for fellowship. And how 
much this is needed today! The Church of God is 
rent in pieces. Bickerings and quarrelings persist. 
And what is most galling is the fact that all saved 
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by grace stand for the fundamentals of the faith. 
We agree on the essentials, yet we :find place to 
separate and disagree on the non-essentials. 
Shame on us! We have brought dishonor upon 
our precious Saviour, and grieved the blessed 
Holy Spirit of God. 

Is there a remedy? There is. Let us get back 
to Bible teaching. A basic principle in Scripture 
is that we fellowship with saints, not on the 
ground of light, but life in Christ. Every one is 
redeemed by precious Blood. Every one is quick
ened by the Holy Spirit. Every one is a member 
in the Body of Christ. Every one is destined to 
dwell with Christ throughout eternity. Now, 
some saints are weak in the faith. Others are 
hide-bound denominationalists. Few are strong 
enough to enjoy Christian liberty. Most saints 
have to bear with me. Shall I, then, not bear 
with them? "Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" 
(Psa. 133: 1). 

Soul-Winning 

OUR MINISTRY SHALL BE JUDGED. In this regard 
we build our materials-gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble-upon Jesus Christ, 
the sure foundation (1 Cor. 3: 11, 15). 

Every Christian has a ministry to the world. 
He is the depository of the Gospel. This means 
that no opportunity should be lost in telling the 
glad tidings. Our feet should hasten within every 
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open door, and our tongues peal forth the riches 
of grace. 

Here soul-winning necessarily finds its place. 
What a large portion of the Word is devoted to 
this truth! The whole life of Jesus, and the whole 
life's work of the apostles were specially to reach 
men. To follow their example is to become a soul
winner too. "And they that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever" (Dan. 12 : 3) . 

Lea� me to some soul today; 
0 teach me, Lord, just what to say; 

Friends of mine are lost in sin, 
And cannot find the way. 

Few there are who seem to care, 
And few there are who pray; 

Melt my heart and fill my life, 
Give me one soul today. 

There is also a ministry to the Church. The 
risen Lord has made rich provision in His gifted 
servants. It is their responsibility and privilege 
to minister wherever their ministry is needed. So, 
wherever saints are found, and they are '"in every 
denomination, we must take the message for their 
profit. 

Remember 

OUR MONEY SHALL BE JUDGED. we are stewards 
of that which is providentially committed to us. 
"It is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful." What opportunities we have today! 
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There are multitudinous demands. Listen to the 
appeals from Bible institutes, Bible societies, 

home and foreign mission boards, Gospel broad

casters, and Fundamental colleges ! Shall we 

shut up the bowels of our compassions? Shall the 
work of God suffer to let us pile up a big bank
book, to build us houses and live in comparative 

luxury? 

Remember the widow! She gave all. Remem

ber the early Christians! They "sold their pos
sessions and goods." Remember Jesus! "He was 

rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye 
through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. 8: 9). 
Remember the exhortations! "He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully" 
(2 Cor. 9: 6). "Give, and it shall be given unto 
you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over" (Luke 6: 38). 

Summing up of Life 

CROWNS SHALL ALSO BE Aw ARDED. There is the 

crown of life for him who endures trial; the 

crown of righteousness for him who loves the 

Appearing; the incorruptible crown for him who 
wins the race; and the crown of glory for him 

who faithfully feeds, and looks after, the sheep. 
Paul draws largely from the Olympic games 

when ref erring to the crowns. In these games 

the crowns were of wild olive; in the Pythian 

they were of laurel ; in the Isthmian of pine ; and 

in the N emean of smallage or parsley. These soon 
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lost their agreeableness and perished. But the 

crowns waiting for us shall never fade. They 

have eternal value. 

The Judgment-seat is the summing up of our 

lives. And the kind of life lived shall be seen in 

the reward granted. This reward shall designate 

what place we shall have in the eternal kingdom. 
So we live for eternity. Let us 

Give of our best to the Master, 
Give Him first place in our hearts; 

Give Him first place in our service, 
Consecrate every part. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

THE DRAMA 

OF THE THRONE ROOM 

ONE OF THE GREAT THRILLS awaiting us in

heaven is our introduction to the Throne Room. 
The scene is graphically dramatized in Revelation 
4 and 5. There we behold the august majesty of 
uncreated Deity upon His Throne; the Spirit of 
the Living God officiating as the Prosecuting 
Attorney; the four living creatures acting in the 
capacity of Bailiffs; and all created intelligences 
worshipping the Lion-Lamb as He is officially 
appointed Judge of all. There, too, seen in the 
twenty-four elders, we sing the new song, saying: 
"Thou art worthy . . . for Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 

nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and 

priests; and we shall reign on the earth." 

The scene follows the rapture of John. From 
the prison in Patmos to the Palace above he had 
been called. The words, "Come up hither," spoken 

by Jesus his Lord, made him, who had been a 
partaker of Christ's sufferings, become a partaker 
of His glory. Little intelligence is required to 
read the rapture of the saints in John's transla-

36 
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tion. Soon we shall be where sorrow and suffering 
are unknown. Soon we shall rest from our labors. 
Soon we shall reach our ultimate goal. 

The Throne is Set 

The opening vision describes the throne as 
"set." In other words, it is immovable and un
changeable. Thrones of earth may rise and fall, 
but this throne remains the same. It takes char
acter from the God whose purposes are irrev
ocable. What a stabilizing effect this vision had 
on John! He later witnesses the whole world rock 
to and fro like a drunken man. He beholds sov
ereigns and subjects huddled together in utter 
despair, crying upon rocks and mountains to fall 
upon them. He follows the course of events in the 
end-time in connection with the devil, demons, 
world dictators and their confederated nations, 
and the consignment of all the wicked to the Lake 
of Fire. But he remains unmoved. 

Apart from sustaining grace, no human could 
bear such sights. But likeness to Christ impart� 
the fitness, and this we shall have when He comes, 
and before we enter upon our eternal future. "It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that when He shall appear, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen." It knows 
that God, the moral Governor of the universe, 
cannot make a mistake. World changes, times of 
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crises, seemingly adverse conditions, can never 

rob us of peace where our vision is clear. It helps 

us to say: "And we know that all things _work 

together for good to them that love God ... " We 

have confidence that our God is working all things 
after the counsel of His own will. So, come what 

may, all is well. The throne is set. 

Who are the 24 Elders i 

Reference to the twenty-four elders evokes the 
question, "Who are they?" The answer is simple. 
In the first place, we know that they do not repre
sent angels, for angels never sit upon _thrones, 

neither do they wear crowns. Secondly, we know 
that they do not represent our departed brethren, 
for they sit not upon thrones, nor are they 
crowned, today. Indeed, they are unclothed, un
crowned, and unseated. Then they are always 

increasing, whereas the number remains twenty

f our throughout the book. By this process of 
elimination we have but one company left to fill 
the bill. And so, without question, these elders 

represent both the Old and the New Testament 

saints caught up at the rapture. 

Our attention is arrested by the fact that these 

elders enjoy blessings which are the portion of all 
saints, regardless of dispensational distinctions. 

They have a common heritage, for they possess a 

common salvation. Notice that they are all re

deemed; they are all robed; they are all resting 

upon thrones ; and they are all royal persons. 
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Redeemed b:y the Blood 

Listen to the melody and music of this heavenly 
throng. They sing of their worthy Saviour. 
''Thou art worthy ... for Thou wast slain ... and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood." Once 
they were down in the pit and sinking in the miry 
clay; now they are upon the Rock of Ages. Once 
they were bound for hell; now they are in heaven 
for eternity. Such a change, fully appreciated, 
makes them sing. 

All-from Abel to the last one saved in this 
throng-are indebted to the BLOOD. Let men 
speak disparagingly and despisinglY: of the Chris
tian Faith as the "bloody religion" ; let them deny 
and deride the eternal efficacy, and the redemptive 
power, of the blood of Christ by saying, "Christ's 
blood had no more value than the blood of any 
other human" ; let them trample under foot the 
blood of the covenant and call it an unholy thing; 
let them do all these things, and more if they 
please, but we know nothing else but the "precious 
Blood of Christ" for our redemption, for peace 
with God, for sins forgiven, or for future blessed
ness. Upon that Blood we stake our all. 

Upon a life I did not live; 

Upon a death I did not die; 

Another's life: another's death: 

I stake my whole eternity. 
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Robed in Righteousness 

The fact that the elders are "clothed in white 

raiment" indicates that they appear bef or� God

in His spotless righteousness. "But of Him are 

ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption" ( 1 Cor. 1 : 30) . And, in another 

place, we read : "For He hath made Him to be 

sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 

made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 

5: 21). 

Elsewhere in Holy Scripture the robe is in
tended to illustrate that divine righteousness by 
which we are covered and made pleasurable to 

the heart of God. We think of the immortal par
able of the Prodigal. When he returned to his 
father he was kissed with the kiss of forgiveness; 
he was given the ring which indicated that he 
was in the family where union exists ; he was 
graced with the shoes of sonship; and he was 
made to sit down at the well-spread table to enjoy 
the fatted calf. But he was also robed. Did not 
the father say: "Bring forth the best robe and put 

it on him"? The filthy rags were put away, and 

a garment suitable to the father, and his house, 

was put on him. So all saints appear before God 

in His perfect righteousness in Christ. All self
righteousness is repudiated. Gladly we sing: 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 
I know in Him I shall be found : 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before His throne. 
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Resting in His Love 

The implication of the elders seated upon 

thro1 es is that they rest. How it bespeaks the 

blessedness of conscious acceptance ! They are 

before God as Christ is. "Accepted in the Be

loved" (Eph. 1: 6). We are graced with the same 

grace, loved with the same love, and accepted 

with the same acceptance as the Son with the 

Father. 
The consciousness of such a truth promotes con

fidence. It enables us to enjoy the perfect love 
of God. John says : "Herein is our love made 
perfect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment: because as He is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love 

casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He 
that fea;reth is not made perfect in love. We love 

Him, because He first loved us" (1 John 4: 17 
to 19) . Let us rest in His love. 

Ro:yal Priesthood 

The elders have crowns of gold upon their 

heads. No need to stress the meaning here. 
Crowns are worn, not by servants, but by kings. 

They proclaim the royal rights of the saints. We 

shall eventually and eternally reign. 

Peter advances the truth that all saints are 

both holy and royal priests. As holy priests we 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. It is our privilege to pass within 

the holiest of all and there commune with God. 
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Royal priests show forth the moral excellen
cies of Him who hath called them out of darkness 
into wonderful light. The dignity becoming this 
exalted position must characterize us. To descend 
to the level of the wor Idling will necessarily lower 
our prestige with men. Our position is clear. We 

must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of 
the scornful. We must not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers, or have fellowship with un
righteousness, or have communion with darkness, 
or have concord with Belial, or have part with an 
infidel, or have agreement with idols. We must 
not love the world, neither the things that are in 
the world; for all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

How essential to take stock of our lives when 
the standard of Christian living is so low! Unless 
we do we are apt to degenerate and lose our dig
nity. We have a high calling, higher than the 
calling of an Abraham, a Moses, a David, an 
Isaiah, or any other Old Testament saint; there
fore, let us walk worthy of- it. In every sense of 
the expression, "Royal Priests," may we present 
ourselves before men. 

Lot round the throne at God's right hand, 
The saints in countless myriads stand; 
Of ev'ry tongue redeemed to God, 
Arrayed in garments washed in blood. 

Through tribulation great they came, 
They bore the cross, despised the shame; 
From all their labors now they rest, 
In God's eternal glory bleat. 
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Hunger and thirst they feel no more, 
Nor sin, nor pain, nor death deplore; 
The tears are wiped from every eye, 
And sorrow yields to endless joy. 

They see their Saviour :face to :face, 
And sing the triumphs of His gr�ce; 
Him day and night they ceaseless praise, 
To Him their loud Hosannas raise. 



CHAPTER Six 

AFTER THE RAPTURE 

THE COURT SCENE OPENS with the four living 
creatures and the four-and-twenty elders ascrib
ing glory to God, saying, "Thou art worthy, 0 
Lord, to receive glory and honor and power : for 
Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure 
they are and were created" (Rev. 4: 11). Then 
follow the details of Christ being inducted into 
His office as Judge. Immediately upon taking the 
book out of the palm of Deity, the entire heav
enly assemblage acknowledge and acclaim His 
worthiness. 

The taking of the sealed book marks a new 
epoch in the world's history. Soon we shall dis
cover what is written therein, for, as each seal 
is broken, its revelation is made known. God is 
about to visit the world in retribution for its re
jection of His Christ. For centuries He has 
pleaded with it to turn from its evil ways and 
find pardon. But every overture has been turned 
down. Nothing remains but judgment. And woe 
betide those upon whom those providential judg
ments fall! 

The Worthy Christ 

Christ's appointment as Judge is recognized 
and appreciated by the Elders. They burst into 
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song, saying, "Thou art worthy ... for Thou wast 

slain." His appearance as a Lamb freshly slain, 

and the announcement that at Calvary He gained 

the victory, bring forth deepest and truest 

adoration. 

Thus it is always. It was at Calvary that Jesus 

won the meed and crown. It was there He sound

ed the depths of humiliation and secured the 

right to glorification and universal homage. -Yes, 

it was there He offered Himself the Sacrifice that 

He might be acclaimed the worthy Judge. For us 
to fail in according Him praise would be the 

occasion to call upon the stones to do so. But, 
blessed be God, we esteem it our privilege, as 
well as our duty, to place before Him both our 
crowns and our praises. 

The court scene envisions more than heavenly 
denizens acclaiming the worthiness of Christ. It 
includes all men and angels in heaven, on earth, 
and in hell. The vision, therefore, carries us on 
to the day when our God will present His Son 

before the universe and when every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 

2: 10, 11). 

Understanding the Seals 

The time is at hand for the seals to be broken. 

They have not been broken yet. But judgment 
is impending. The overthrow of Christianity, the 
appalling increase of wickedness, the craze for 

pleasure, the rise and ruthlessness of dictators, 
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and the total war now raging, invite divine 
retribution. 

It is important to understand the meaning of 
the seals. Much confusion would have been avoid
ed had the "riders upon the four horses" been 
seen to represent impersonal agencies accomplish
ing nefarious work instead of human personalities. 
· Again, we must learn the exact time, dispen
sationally, when the seals are broken. They find
their place between the rapture and the begin
ning of Daniel's seventieth week. They set the
stage for the prophetic drama in connection with
the Roman Empire particularly.

Millions M })steriousl}} Disappear 

The sudden and . mysterious disappearance of 
millions of truly born-again people will incite the 
populace to pandemonium. It will be the omen 
of evil times ahead. Then, as never before, shall 
men's hearts fail them for fear of those things 
that are coming upon them. How necessary for 
strong men with dynamic personalities, and for 
seductive systems with beguiling, intriguing 
propaganda, to take, the reins! Depend upon it, 
the Devil will have them in readiness and, at the 
psychological moment, present them. Such is 
the setting when the Lamb breaks the first seal. 

Peace by Propaganda 

The White Horse and its rider appear first 
(Rev. 6: 2). Unquestionably this rider repre
sents political, and religious, and commercial sys-
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terns, which, under Satan's power, shall endeavor 
to bring cosmos out of chaos. This condition is 
the aftermath of the rapture. But the propa
ganda issued from the press, pulpit, and radio 
shall soon prevail. Before long peace shall be 

restored. 
Then shall the peoples settle down to for get 

the past, and to enjoy the present, with hopes 
high for a bright future. Men are so gullible that 
lies shall be accepted as gospel truth. Such a 
possibility is absolutely feasible. Hitler has been 
a past master at this game. But European nations 
live, as will those in coming days, to realize them
selves dupes of sinister powers. What a tragic 
discovery! 

"There is no peace, saith my God, to the wick
ed." And yet it is peace and prosperity which 
are set forth in the White Horse and its rider. 
Satan has a peace for his dupes. But it is not 
the peace which true Christians enjoy. 

Peace, peace, sweet peace, 
Wonderful ,gift from above: 

Oh, wonderful, wonderful peace, 

Sweet peace, the gift of God's love. 

Total War 

The second seal is terrifying. The Red Horse 
and its rider introduce the time when "nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom ... " (Matt. 24: 7). 

Twice in one generation are we engaged in 
total war. A clipping before me gives the esti-
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mated cost of World War No. 1 (1914-18). It 
says: "The greatest cost is the fact that the war 

killed 23 million people-10 million soldiers and 
13 million civilians. . . . In addition to these, 23 

million soldiers were wounded or missing, and. 

10 million people became refugees." 
These figures appear as nothing alongside those 

of World War No. 2. The death-rate from bomb
ings, concentration camps, reprisals, and actual 
warfare on land and sea and in the air, precludes 
accurate calculation. And the end is not yet! 
This is but the beginning of the beginning of 
sorrows. 

Famine Conditions 

"There shall be famines" (Matt. 24: 7). Thus 
spake the Lord Jesus. This condition, however, 
is inevitable in the wake of war. Therefore, next 
upon the world stage is the Black Horse and its 
rider (Rev. 6: 5, 6). 

Every belligerent nation between 1914 and 
1918 suffered terribly from lack of food. Ration 
cards were the order of the day. The scarcity of 
food supplies was accounted for by able-bodied 
men and women in military service, the devastat
ing ravages of the war, and the sinking of mil
lions of tons of shipping carrying precious food
stuffs. 

China and Russia have since suffered unspeak
able horrors from unprecedented famines. One 
writer says of Russia: "In 1921 there was an 

unusual drought .... With the drought, the crops 
over vast areas of South Eastern Russia failed 
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absolutely, and the most terrible famine in the 
whole recorded history of our race ensued. Mil
lions perished. Multitudes, whole villages, and 
townships sat down in their homes to die-and 
died. Many ate hay and earth and indescribable 

filth. Men dug in the graveyards and became 

cannibals. Great areas were depopulated." 

Today the situation, in many parts, is desper
ate. Unless relief comes quickly millions will die 

of starvation. Just now millions of Chinese are 

faced with annihilation. The whole world, as 
a vast armed camp, has little time for tilling the 
land. The future is anything but bright and 
cheering. Famines are on the way which will 
make those of the past pale into insignificance. 
How easy for God to bring these about when his 
judgments are in the world! 

Death and Hell 

The assigned task of the Pale Horse and its 

rider is to gather within their sweep the multi

tudes left behind at the rapture. They have re
fused Christ, the Life, with His offer of heaven. 
Now they must accept Death and hell. God is 
beginning to clear the earth of all Christ rej ec
tors. He is preparing the way for the kingdom 
glorious. 

Ci1'ilization 01'erboard 

The fifth seal is entirely Jewish in character, 

and relates, like the other seals, to days beyond 

the rapture. Let us look at the sixth seal. 



60 MARANATHA! 

A clearer picture of the end of our present 

civilization could not be found anywhere. The 

scene is appalling. For years world statesmen 

have talked about civilization going over the 

precipice. It goes over here! Despite the terri

fying conditions, men seek not the Lord. Rocks 

and mountains are called upon to hide them from 

the wrath of the Lamb. Their prayer shall not 

be answered. Nothing but a fearful anticipation 

of judgment, and the fiery indignation from the 
Lord, await them. 

One cannot but feel that this seal sets the stage 
for the last Mediterranean Empire to appear. It 
comes up out of the sea, or great confusion (Rev. 
13: 1). Such confusion shall exist that a United 

States of Europe will become a necessity. 
Thus the breaking of the seals portrays the 

days after the calling away of the Church when 
false peace, bloody wars, terrifying famines, 
social and political chaos abound. All these 

things are in the offing today. As we see them 
becoming prominent we know that our departure 

for glory is at hand. May the Lord keep us faith
ful till He shall come. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

COMING 

WORLD .. WIDE REVIVAL 

THE GREATEST WORK OF GRACE this world shall 
ever witness is just ahead. In a very short space 
of time millions of souls shall be swept into the 
kingdom of God. The remarkable work of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and in all subsequent 
manifestations of His power, shall look relatively 
insignificant compared with this one. It will take 
place shortly after the Church is raptured to 
heaven. 

It is true that after the rapture the judgments 
of God shall be in the earth. The seals shall be 
broken ; the trumpets shall be sounded ; the vials 
of wrath poured out. The sons of men are going 
to smart for their rejection of the Saviour. But, 
in the time of this visitation, God will remember 
mercy. 

This has ever been His way with men. He is 
longsuff ering, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. His great
est delight is, not in the death of the wicked, but 
in the salvation of their souls. How He loves 
when men come, like the Publican, and make 
their confession of their need of mercy! He 
rushes to them with His pardon. 

61 
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Palestine for the Jew 

Revelation 7 provides the record of the future 

world-wide revival. It introduces to us the sealed 

144,000 Israelites and the innumerable host of 

saved Gentiles. All are designated to pass 

through the tribulation, the great one, and to 

take their place in the earthly kingdom of Christ. 

Scripture teaches that it is the divine intention 

to bring Israel into the prophetic picture again. 

He must wait, however, until He removes the 

Church. Otherwise, He would have a heavenly 
work in the out-calling of the Church, and an 
earthly work in the calling out of Israel in the 
world at one and the same time. This would be 

· confusion to which God is no party.

The promises made to Abraham about Pales
tine, and to David about a King, have never be,en 
made good. Israel has never possessed the land 
according to the prescribed boundaries, nor has 

her King reigned in Jerusalem. But, the "gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance" (Rom. 

11: 29). Therefore, we anticipate the regathering 

of Israel to Palestine, and the establishment of 

an independent Jewry. Might this very thing not 

come out of World War No. 2? It is generally 

agreed, by Jews and world statesmen, that no 

country but Palestine can be called home for the 

Jews. With keen interest we follow world 

developments. 

Missionary reports from Europe intimate that 

at no time since Pentecost have so many Jews 
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turned to Christ for salvation. Another interest

ing item is that Jews everywhere are receiving 

New Testaments, and Gospel literature, and giv

ing themselves to study. These things speak vol

umes. They herald the approach of a new day for 

Israel. Soon the scales shall fall from their eyes, 

and they shall behold in Jesus their Saviour and 

Sovereign. 

· Cod's Great Offensive

Think where the Jews live! They speak every 
language, and are familiar with the customs of 

all nations. What hath God wrought? Beloved, 
He has wrought wonders. Surely we see, in His 
sea ttering them over the face of the earth in 
judgment, His purpose to eventually bless them ! 
When and where they confess Jesus as Lord they 
shall immediately ring out the glad tidings. No 

need for them to spend years in preparation
learning languages. God has already fitted them. 

"As for God, His way is perfect." 

Then shall begin God's great offensive against 

the fore es of evil. Those Jewish ambassadors 

shall sound forth the Gospel of the Kingdom, like 
the priests that marched around Jericho with the 

rams' horns, until the walls of a Jericho world 

fall down before them. The response shall be 

tremendous. Everywhere hearts shall yield to 

the Lord. But neither wonder! Those men mean 

business. They are marked by devotion to Christ, 

and a mighty passion for perishing men. Indeed, 

under the fifth seal, and later under the reign of 
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the Antichrist, many will pay the supreme sacri
fice. They will esteem it a privilege to give their 
lives for Him who gave His life for them. 

Such fervor and faithfulness should incite us 
to more devoted service. Really, how little we 

sacrifice for Him! Many of us are loath to give 

up an evening at home, a radio program, a social 
gathering, or a personal gratification for the 

things of Christ. We squirm when financial needs 
are mentioned in connection with the Gospel, yet 
money is no consideration when spent on our
selves. We have a hundred and one alibis for not 
doing personal soul-winning work, but the root 
of the trouble is our failure to appreciate suffi
ciently our wonderful Saviour. 

These things ought not to be. Beloved, we 
ought to be on fire for Christ. No task should be 
esteemed too menial, no hardship too severe, no 
cost too great, no journey too long, no effort too 
tiring, and no sacrifice too much for His dear 
Name's sake. Contrariwise, we should be pre
pared to place ourselves upon the altar so that all 
we are and have shall be at His disposal. Then 

· shall we be real witnesses and see sinners con
verted unto God.

Will Gentiles Be Saved;, 

This harvest from the Gentile field has been 

perplexing to many Christians. They ask: "Will 
Gentiles be saved after the rapture?" Obviously, 

they have been taught otherwise. But the Word 
is plain. "I beheld," says John, "and, lo, a great 
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multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne ... " (Rev. 7: 9). This 
revelation requires no interpretation. 

Others inquire : "Who are those saved Gen
tiles?" Well, they hail from everywhere. Prob
ably the greatest number shall be gathered in 
from the so-called heathen lands. Today mis
sionary enterprise is in its infancy. There are 
more heathen now than a century ago. But the 
seed is being sown. This shall yield a rich har
vest by and by. Our labor is not in vain in the 
Lord ( 1 Cor. 15 : 58) . THEN come the children 
alive at the rapture, and those born after. They 
shall learn from their parents, and from litera
ture, about the mysterious disappearance of mil
lions from the world, and how they reputedly 
went, like Enoch and Elijah, to heaven. When 
they hear these Jewish and Gentile messengers 
preach their message of repentance toward God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, they shall 
believe. LAST of all, many that never heard the 
way of salvation explained shall be moved greatly 
by the rapture and by the preaching of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom, and turn to Christ for 
salvation. 

The burning question is, however: "Will any 
one who has definitely rejected Christ as Saviour 

during this age, and is left behind at the rapture, 
be included in this number?" We think not. To 
turn down Christ is a sin for which His Blood 
cannot atone. So he must perish. For him 
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"strong delusion" shall be sent that the lie might 
be believed, so that he might be damned (see 2 
Thess. 2: 11, 12). 

But why perish? Salvation, without money and 
without price, is offered. "The gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" 
(Rom. 6: 23). 

DaJ} of Gladness 

Those sealed Israelites, and those saved Gen
tiles, are ear-marked to pass through the great 
tribulation. And they will pass through to the 
kingdom glorious. For them special preserva
tion and protection shall be given. God will put 
a difference, or a redemption, between them and 
the world. But they shall suffer manifold priva
tions. This is the implicate of these words spoken 
about them as they enter the kingdom: "They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes" (Rev. 7: 16, 17). 

"Weeping \nay endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." Their long, dark night 
of sorrow and sighing gives place to an eternal 
day of gladness. Privations past, they sit with 
the King to enjoy everlasting plenty. Doubtlessly 
as they read this portion about themselves they 
shall take heart, and press forward to the reward 
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set before them. Evermore they shall walk with 
the Lamb. Happy portion indeed! 

King of kings I ascend Thy throne; 
Visit this Thine earth again; 

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh; 

Take Thy mighty power, and reign. 

King of nations! claim this world 
With its kingdoms for Thine own. 

Raze each rebel fortress here, 

Level every hostile throne. 

King of Israel I now arise, 
And rebuild Thy Salem's walls; 

Gather Jacob's scattered flock; 
Hear Thine Israel when he calls. 

King of saints! Thy ransomed own, 
They the members, Thou the Head; 

Speed the great deliverance, 
First-begotten of the dead. 

King of glory! King of heaven! 
King of earth I arise and reign; 

All creation sighs for Thee; 
Visit Thine own earth again. 

King eternal I Son of God I 
Earth and heaven shall Thee obey; 

Principalities and powers 

Own Thine everlasting sway. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS 

MucH OF THE WORLD'S HISTORY is compressed

within the narrow confines of Daniel's celebrated 

prophecy. Daniel, the pious Israelite, in poring 
over Jeremiah's writings concerning the years 
of desolation, and realizing that the time of deliv
erance was at hand, presented himself before 
God in confession and intercession. Sins were 
confessed; forgiveness was sought; and restora
tion to the land of promise asked. The answer 
winged its way from God, in the words of this 
prophecy, through Gabriel. (Read Dan. 9: 24, 

27.) 
Sir Edward Denny once remarked that this 

was the "backbone of prophecy." We heartily 
agree. It is necessary, therefore, that we do not 
lose our way here. Our interpretation will de
termine our outlook upon all prophecy. 

Pi-,,ot of ProphecJ} 

Obviously, this prophetic utterance finds its 
focal point in the Jew, and in Jerusalem. In this 
we court no controversy. The text is self-explana
tory: "Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city." 

At once we become aware that the Jew and 
Jerusalem are the center around which all the 

68 
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purposes of God are worked out in the world. This 
is by divine determination. Moses settles this 
once for all. "When the Most High divided to 
the nations their inheritance, when He separated 
the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people 
according to the number of the children of Israel" 
(Deut. 32: 8). 

The nations, to a large extent, have forgotten 
their indebtedness to the Jew. They have for
gotten that from him came the Word of God; 
and that the Living, Eternal Word in the Person 
of Jesus Christ was born of a Jewish virgin. 

SeventJ) Weeks Divided 

The . period of time involved here is seventy 
weeks. "A definite datum of time is meant. The 
word 'hebdomad,' translated 'week,' means a 
seven of things, especially of units of time, hence 
the term is 490 years." This whole period is 
divided into three divisions. The first covers a 
period of 49 years and takes us back to the decree 
issued by Artaxerxes to Nehemiah to permit 
Jerusalem to be rebuilt. Then follow 434 years 
at the end of which time Jesus, the Messiah, was 
cut off. Lastly, we have the 7 years, which will 
find fulfilment at the end of the age. 

Already you will have noticed an interim be
tween the 69th and the 70th week. In this time 
we are told that Messiah is cut off and that the 
city and sanctuary are destroyed. History has 
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made good the prophecy. Jesus, too, foresaw the 
catastrophe, and most graphically described it 
(Luke 21: 20, 24). 

Yet another event marks this interim. It is 
the bringing to light the et.ernal purpose con
cerning the Church. The Son of the Father first 
made mention to Peter, after He had been con
fessed as "the Christ, the Son of the Living God," 
that "upon this rock I will build My church ... " 
(Matt. 16: 16, 18). Later Paul unfolded its deep 
meaning. (Read Eph. 3.) 

Meantime, God has closed relations with Israel. 
He has set that nation aside to allow the Church 
of the eternal purpose to pass through. Once the 
Church is removed by way of the rapture, then 
Israel will come into her own again. And, since 
God is beginning to bring the Jews into the fore
front amongst the nations, we may expect the 
rapture any time. 

Crisis for Jen,s 

Nineteen hundred years have been sufficient 
evidence to attest Daniel's word: "Unto the end 
of the war desolations are determined" ( ver. 26) . 
Those centuries of persecution have exacted a 
terrible toll of Jews. And, as the present age 
draws to a close, the furnace of affliction burns 
more fiercely than ever. Under Hitler, God has 
made good His Word through Moses : "In the 
morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even, 
and at even Thou shalt say, Would God it were 
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morning . . . the Lord shall give them a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind" 
(Deut. 28: 65, 67) . And the nation moves on 
toward the greatest crisis in its national history. 
Dark and dreadful days lie ahead of the Jews. 

When Will the Seventieth Week Begin� 

The question as to the exact time the seven
tieth week begins has been raised. ·Opinions dif
fer. Some think immediately after the· rapture; 
others during the Church age, with the Church 
raptured in the middle of the week; and many 
after an indefinite interval beyond the rapture. 

Hurriedly, let us examine each belief. The first 
renders impossible the imminent return of Christ. 
It contends that the whole prophetic stage must 
be perfectly set and the actors in readiness to 
play their part. The second intimates that God 
has a relationship with the Church-· and with 
Israel-at one and the same time. It also sets 
the exact date of Christ's return, which thing is 
prohibited. The third is right. This allows the 
coming at any moment and provides time for the 
stage to be set for the remainder of this seventy 
weeks' prophecy to be fulfilled. 

Signing of the Covenant 

The situation, preparatory to the beginning of 
the seventieth week, is worthy of note. At this 
time the King of the North shall be playing his 
final part in world drama. He is described as 
"A king of fierce countenance, and understand-
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ing dark sentences" (Dan. 8: 23). As a military 
leader he excels. "Through his policy also he 

shall cause craft to prosper in his hand, . . . and 
by peace shall destroy many" (Dan. 8: 25). 

. Briefly, he musters a gigantic array of mili
tary, naval, and aerial power. In addition, he 
coerces the Asiatic hordes and the great North
ern confederacy headed by Russia, to stand 
back of him. Such a combination gives him the 
confidence of invincibility and the assurance of 
victory on every field of battle. He therefore 
plans an invasion of Palestine. 

It is this menacing attitude which unnerves 
the restored Jewish State. Immediately the King 
of the Jews, the Antichrist, realizing his hopeless 
and helpless condition to meet this would-be 
aggressor, turns to the Roman Dictator for as
sistance. Remember, at this time, the Roman 
Empire shall be revived with its superman in 
charge. It is then .that the covenant is signed. 

One cannot conceive of so important an event 
passing without the usual fanfare. It shall be 
hailed as the greatest political achievement in 

all time. It shall also be used to intimidate the 

King of the North in his proposed invasion of 
Palestine. Evidently it accomplishes these things, 

for the planned invasion is held in abeyance for 

three and a half years. 

Prophetic Clock Ticks Again 

The greatness and the importance of this mili

tary agreement is that it sets the prophetic clock 
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ticking again. It stopped at Pentecost. It starts 
here. Then and there the seven-year period 
begins. 

However, what seems to be perfect strategy to 
men is positive sin to God. He looks upon it as a 
covenant with death and an agreement with hell. 
For this cause He will send the King of the North 
into Palestine in devastating fury, and lay low 
its cities and its inhabitants. The sin lies in 
Israel turning to this Devil-controlled Empire for 
help instead of looking to Him. It is ever true: 
"Cursed is the man that trusteth in man." May 
we never be guilty of turning a way from Him 
who has given His all for us! Contrariwise, in 
these ever-increasingly dark times, let us look 
to · Him for comfort, guidance, and help. They 
shall not be withheld. 

God, then, has another occasion to quarrel with 
Israel. The sacrifice and oblation cease to be 
offered. Instead, Antichrist is worshipped as 
God. This human outrage brings forth the full 
fury of God. The great tribulation begins with 
its unprecedented suffering and its appalling 
losses. This is exactly the middle of the week. 

Christ Shall Reign 

The might of Rome is sent to assist beleaguered 
Jewry. Here is God's opportune moment to deal 
with all offending parties.. So the battle rages 
with ever-intensifying frightfulness till at last 
the final conflict is fought on the Plains of 
Esdraelon. This is Armageddon. Then Christ 
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returns. He shall deal with the nations in judg
ment; effect deliverance for the Jewish people; 
and begin His universal reign. This ends the 

seventy weeks determined "to finish the trans
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up His 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most 
Holy" (Dan. 9: 24). 

One thing comforts our hearts. It is the Lord's 
imminent return to translate us to glory. For us 
there shall be no experience with any of the com
ing actors, nor with the clash and crash· of na
tions. Deliverance is promised (Rev. 3: 10). 
Therefore, let us abandon ourselves to the Holy 

· Spirit that He might use us in the reclamation
of lost souls. Thus shall we hasten His coming.

Hope of our hearts, 0 Lord, appear, 
Thou glorious Star of Day! 

Shine forth and chase the dreary night, 
With all our tears, away. 

No resting-place we seek on earth, 
No loveliness we see; 

Our eye is on the royal crown 
Prepared for us and Thee. 

But, dearest Lord! However bright 
That crown of joy above, 

What is it to the brighter joy 
Of dwelling in Thy love? 

What to the joy, the deeper joy, 
U nmingled, pure and free, 

Of union with our living Head, 
Of fellowship with Thee? 
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This joy, e'en now, on earth is ours: 
But only, Lord, above, 

Our hearts without a pang shall know 
The f ulness of Thy love. 

There, near Thy heart, upon Thy throne, 
The ransomed bride shall see 

What grace was in the bleeding Lamb, 
Who died to make her free. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

THE EUROPEAN SUPERMAN 

THE LAST TWO DECADES have produced the most
awesome personages in history. We shudder as 
the names Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin are men
tioned. Millions upon millions of people have per
ished at their hands, and millions more shall suf
fer indefinitely on their account. Such men, how
ever, but prepare the world for the absolute 
dictator. 

This prophetic character is graphically de
scribed by both Daniel and John. They identify 
him with the Roman Empire in its final phase. 
This fact prompted journalists, and religious 
writers, to proclaim Mussolini as the man of 
destiny. Volumes were written, with screeds of 
Scripture quotations, to advocate their viewpoint. 
Despite the fact that, in places, he seemed to 
answer to the world ruler, it would have been 
better had they become better acquainted with 
the divine program, as well as the prophecies 
associated with the revival of the Roman Empire. 
This would have saved them, and others, much 
disappointment. 

66 
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The Fourth Kingdom 

Let us refresh our memory by reading the exact 
portions which refer to the coming Empire and 
Emperor. 

"And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as 
iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh 
all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And 
whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, 
they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, 
even as iron is not mixed with clay" (Dan. 2: 40, 
43). 

Again, Daniel says: "I saw in the night vi
sions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great 
iron teeth : it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it 
was diverse from all the beasts that were before 
it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, 
and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the 
first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and 
a mouth speaking great things" (Dan. 7: 7, 8). 

Then follows the interpretation. It is self
explanatory: "The fourth beast shall be the 
fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be di
verse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the 
whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break 
it in pieces. And the kingdom and dominion, and · 
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the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 

heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 

of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlast

ing kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 

obey Him" (vs. 23, 27). 

At this point it may be well to have John's 

record before us. 

"And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw 

a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And 

the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon 
gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority. And I saw one of his heads as it were 
wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 

healed: and all the world wondered after the 
beast. And they worshipped the dragon which 
gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped 
the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who 

is able to make war with him? And there was 

given unto him a mouth speaking great things 

and blasphemies: and power was given unto him 

to continue forty and two months. And he opened 

his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blas

pheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them 

that dwelt in heaven. And it was given unto him 

to make war with the saints, and to overcome 

them : and power was given him over all kin

dreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that 

dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose 
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names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" 
(Rev. 13: 1 to 8). 

The Superman an Italian 

Admittedly, apart from the Lord Jesus, we 
have before us the greatest character in time. 
We met him as the "Little Horn" (Dan. 7: 8) : 
"The Prince" (Dan. 9: 26) : and a nondescript 
"Beast" (Dan. 7: 1·; Rev. 13: 1, 2). He is em
powered and enthroned by Satan. He also blas
phemes God, devours the whole earth, persecutes 
the saints, and claims the worship of men. In
deed, he embodies and expresses the Empire. 

This man is an I tali an. He comes from the 
people that destroyed the city of Jerusalem and 
the temple under Titus in A.D. 70 (Dan. 9: 26). 

Apparently, the Papacy favors him and ac
knowledges his dictatorial power. But the under
standing is mutual, for he allows the Papacy to 
dictate the policies of the Empire through him. 
For a time the woman rides the beast. This 
should settle, once for all, the age-long question 
as to whether the Pope shall assume the role of 
dictator. Another factor which eliminates this 
possibility is that the dictator overthrows the 
Papal system in favor of himself (see Rev. 
17, 18). 

Briefly let us touch the high spots in this super
man's career. 

FIRST. Mark the time when he appears in the 

world drama. It is after ten kings have been 
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established and recognized in East-ern and West
ern Europe. There shall be no more, no less. His 
potential leadership and military prowess shall 
be apprehended and appreciated when he uproots 
three of those kings and brings them under his 
control. Quickly, the remaining seven shall col
laborate together, and unanimously decide, to 
confederat-e into a United States of Europe with 
him as their absolute dictator. 

Empire the Outgrowth of the Sixth Seal 

This happens subsequent to the rapture and as 
the direct outgrowth of the sixth seal. Here 

Europe is in chaos-in a sea condition (see Re�. 
6: 12, 17; 13: 1). 

Everything seen in this twentieth century, so 
far, is but preparatory to this climax expressed 
in the seals. Anti-Christian ideology with its 
false peace, world-wide wars, famines, and death 
on an unprecedented scale-all with us now
herald the imminent return of Christ for the 
saints, and the breaking of the seals. 

One cannot but note that, from the resuscita
tion of the Empire till its final doom, there is the 
strongest presentation of unity. It is Satan's 

masterpiece politically as human worship is 

religiously. 

In the light of these things we recognize that 

Mussolini could never be the prophesied dictator. 

And, on this very account, Herr Hitler is 

doomed to overwhelming defeat. Never shall he 

establish a German Empire on Mediterranean 
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shores. God has Rome on His schedule, and Rome 

shall rule. 

SECOND. Consider his relation to the Jewish 

nation. At this time the Jews shall be enjoying 

autonomous rule in Palestine. They shall also 

have their king-afterwards revealed as the 

Antichrist. However, their future safety is 

greatly jeopardized by the menacing attitude of 
their potential enemy, the King of the North, 

who plans to invade their land and dispossess 
them of everything. In their extremity they turn 
to the absolute dictator of Europe for assistance. 

At once he shows himself friendly, and spon
sors their cause. A covenant, of seven years' 
duration, is signed. This pledges him to give 
military aid to the Jews in the event of aggres
sion from the Northerner (see Dan. 9: 27). 

Some students advocate that in the middle of 
the covenanted period he breaks his bargain and 
becomes hostile. This conclusion is arrived at 
because "he causes the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease" (Dan. 9: 27). But, let us consider this 
thing. 

(1) This covenant is military and not relig
ious. I ts terms are for assistance should the 

King of the North attack Palestine. 

(2) It is during the latter three and a half
years that the Roman Dictator and the Antichrist 
together demand the worship of their subjects, 
and impose upon them the special mark (Rev. 
13). 
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(3) At the end of the seven-year period both
are in closest alliance, fighting against the in
vaders from the North and East. The invasion, 
which shall cover a period of three and a half 
years, shall climax in the battle of Armageddon. 

(4) Both men are taken by the Lord Jesus at
His appearing and consigned to the Lake of Fire 
for ever (Rev. 19). 

We believe, in the light of these things, that 
the covenant shall be honored, and that all the 
might of the Roman Empire shall be thrown into 
the defense of Palestine, when the challenging 
powers from the North and East make their last 
desperate attempt to conquer the world. Zecha
riah informs us that ALL the nations, probably 
in a representative way, shall be gathered to
gether in Palestine so that Christ shall be able 
to deal with all in one decisive, crushing blow. 

THIRD. T kink of his attitude towards the 

saints. It is definitely hostile. Daniel declares: 
"And he shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High" (ch. 7: 25). And John confirms this, say
ing, "And it was given unto him to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome them" (Rev. 
13: 7). 

Someone asks, "Who are those saints?" They 
are the saved Jews and Gentiles after the rap
ture. They are represented in the sealed Israel
ites and saved Gentiles in Revelation 7. At the 
time they trust Christ the two dictators shall call 
upon all men to worship them. This they shall 
refuse to do. Immediately the ire and indignation 
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of the dictators shall be aroused, which shall re
sult in the martyrdom of many saints. But they 
prefer to die rather than deny their precious 
Lord. 

FOURTH. Behold his destiny! Our eyes have 
seen him with the world at his feet regimented 
for both war and worship. Now the scene 
changes. They see him being cast into the Lake 
of Fire (Rev. 19: 20). 

Somehow we think Jesus must have had this 
man in mind when He uttered those tremendous 
words : "What is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" 
(Matt. 16: 26). Friend, what think ye? How do 
you value your soul?· Is it worth selling, or is it 
worth saving? There is One who paid the price 
for your salvation, and He lives that you might 
have it. Turn your eyes away from riches, fame, 
and worldly pleasure unto Jesus. He will both 
save and satisfy you now and evermore. 



CHAPTER TEN 

THE JEW AND PALESTINE 

EVENTS MOVE so SWIFTLY these d�ys that there 
exists the strong possibility of this generation 
witnessing the long prophesied return of the 
Jews to Palestine. This national movemeJ?.t had 
its official beginning in the organization of the 
Zionist Congress which met in Switzerland in 
1897. There it was decjded that Palestine should 
be populated within a comparatively short time 
with a preponderating body of mainly self-sup
porting Jews, who would develop into a homo
geneous people with high Jewish ideals and ulti
mately become a self-governing commonwealth. 

Great strides have been made since. What the 
appeals of the Zionist movements could not do, 
World War No. 1 did. It served to oust the Turk 
from Palestine, to place it under a British man
date, and to have it bequeathed to the Jews as 
their homeland. 

The whole civilized world was thrown into 
deep thought when Earl Balfour communicated 
to Lord Rothschild the following declaration: 
"His Majesty's government views with favor the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
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the Jewish people, and �ill use its best endeavors 
to facilitate the achievement of this object, it 
being clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights or political status en
joyed by Jews in any other country." 

Britain's Appeasement PolicJ) 

At once the British government set about giv
ing to this homeless people their home. Within 
twenty years some 400,000 Jews were allowed to 
return · to Palestine. But there was a deal of 
internal strife between the Jews and the Arabs. 
This caused Britain to embark on the policy of 
appeasement, which so cut down the quota of 
Jewish immigrants that few were returning to 
Palestine by the end of 1938. 

Meantime, Herr Hitler had appeared in Ger
many. His first act was to issue a pogrom against 
the Jews. Some 650,000 were in jeopardy of their 
lives. Multitudes were killed, or put into .concen
tration camps, or had their properties expro
piated. All were given to understand that Ger
many was not their homeland. 

Then came the present war. Like lightning 
Hitler swept all before him and was conqueror 
of most of Europe. His conquered territory had 
some eight million Jews. Immediately their lives 
were in the balance. The sentence of death hung 
over their heads. Like their German brethren, 
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they were given to realize that they were strang

ers in the country of their birth. 

War and Zionism 

Today it seems fairly obvious that one outcome 
of this war shall be the opening of Palestinian 

doors for those millions of crushed, down-trodden 
Jews to enter. Recently, Mr. Wendell L. Wilkie 
said: "Palestine will have to be opened to the 
homeless Jews of Central and Eastern Europe 
that survive the war, and th_e extent of that immi
gration must be measured by the needs of the 
Jewish people." 

In a telegram to a mass meeting observing the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Balfour declara
tion by England, Wilkie said that the case of the 
Jews for a national home "has always rested upon 

historic rights and international law. Hitler's 
program of extermination of the Jewish people 
has made it a case for the conscience of mankind. 
While one cannot see the exact organization 
which will follow this war, the establishment of 
a Jewish national home in Palestine in fulfilment 

of the promise contained in the Balfour declara
tion must find its rightful place in the new world 

order of tomorrow." 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, leader of the World 

Zionist Movement, also said: "Speaking of the 
wave of totalitarian aggression which may soon 
reach Palestine, I have great confidence in the 
heroism and capacity of the British forces in the 
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Middle East. But assuming the worst, what then? 
Is it the end of Zionism and of the Jewish Na
tional Home? My answer is emphatically, No. 
The fate of Zionism does not depend on the 
changing fortunes of war. War may destroy 
much that we have built with so much pain and 
love, but it cannot destroy that which is inde
structible. It is not too bold to think that just 
as the country in times gone by has given a mes
sage to the cherished possession of civilized hu
manity, a day may come when we may be privi
leged to give a new message of faith in those 
moral values which are being trampled down 
today by the invader in every civilized country." 

As soon as hostilities cease we may be prepared 
to see a great migration of Jews to Palestine. 
And this is exactly what Isaiah prophesies. "Woe 
( or Ho) to the land shadowing with wings, which 
is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia: that sendeth 
ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bul
rushes upon the waters, saying, Go, ye swift mes
sengers, to a nation scattered and peeled, to a 
people terrible from their beginn�ng hitherto; a 
nation meted out and trodden down, whose land 
the rivers have spoiled!" (Isaiah 18: 1, 2). 

The King of the J ellJs 

Israel's coming king is referred to by Jesus 
thus: "I am come in My Father's Name, and ye 
receive Me not: if another shall come in his own 
name, him ye will receive" (John 5: 43). Daniel 
says that " ... the king shall do according to his 
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will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify him
self above every god, and shall speak marvelous 

things against the God of gods, and shall prosper 

till the indignation be accomplished. . . . " ( Ch. 

11: 36). 

The beginning of his reign shall be marked by 
consideration and forbearance. He shall allow 

the temple worship to be carried on without in
terference. He shall also lead the nation into 
the covenant with the Roman Dictator so that 
protection might be theirs should the Assyrian 
sweep over the land (Dan. 9: 27). Then at the 
appointed moment, having led the nation to be
lieve in him, he shall magnify himself above all 
that is called God. He shall enter into the temple 
and take his place upon Jehovah's throne and 
show himself as God (2 Thess. 2: 4). This is the 
Apostasy. It is the abomination of desolation. It 
is the overthrow of God Eternal and deification 
of sinful man. Simultaneously, he shall cause the 
sacrifices to cease. All worship must be directed 
to him. 

It is this act, coupled with the unholy alliance 

with Rome, which brings forth the wrath of God. 

If the nation wholeheartedly turns from God to 
man, both religiously and politically, then it 
must suffer. So God calls upon the Assyrian, 

"The rod of Mine anger," and sends him "against 
an hypocritical nation, and against the people of 
My wrath will I give him a charge, to take the 
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them 
down like the mire of the streets" (Isa. 10: 5, 6). 
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The Great Tribulation 

The invasion of Palestine, the unprecedented 
horrors and sufferings endured, the destruction 
of men and materials, are envisaged by Jeremiah 
(ch. 80: 8, 10) : and Daniel (ch. 12: 1, 8) : and 
Jesus (Matt. 24: 21, 22) : and John (Rev. 8: 10, 
7: 14). This is the great tribulation period. 

Here we must distin�uish between the apostate 
nation of Israel and the remnant that owns Jesus 
as Lord. This latter is seen in sore plight as it 
is oppressed both by the fury of the invading 
armies from· the north and east and the pogrom 
issued by the Antichrist because they refuse to 
acknoy;ledge him as God, or accept his mark. 
(See Rev. 12.) But deliverance is promised. 
When Jesus returns, the remnant shall be brought 
into the place of power, and become the govern
ment of the King for the rule of all nations. On 
the other hand, the apostate nation shall suffer 
the doom and perdition of its king, the Antichrist 
(Rev. 19: 20; Dan. 12: 1, 8). 

When all enemies are under Jesus' feet the 
kingdom shall get under way. Israel shall be 
fully reunited. The second great immigration 
shall then take place. All Jewish missionaries 
shall be called home. "He shall send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other" (Matt. 
24: 81). This shall fulfil the Feast of Trumpets 
(Lev. 23). Then shall Ezekiel's vision of the dry 
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bones made to live, and ·of the two sticks made 
one, be gloriously realized ( ch. 37). 

Under the beneficent sway of their King, the 
land shall be divided (Ezek. 47 and 48). The 
exact area given here covers about 300,000 square 
miles. This shall be room enough to accommodate 
all the Jews that return. Today the Jewish popu
lation is slightly above sixteen million. 

A thousand years of prosperity await Pales
tine. "They shall build the old wastes, they shall 
raise up the former desolations, and they shall 
repair the waste cities, the desolations of many 
generations" (Isa. 61: 4). The Dead Sea shall 
also yield her increase. The riches there in chemi
cals are estimated to be one trillion, two hundred 
and seventy billion dollars, or four times the 
wealth of the United States. Then the soil shall 
bring forth plentifully. It shall receive its early 
and latter rain. Already swamp dunes have been 
displaced by beautiful orange groves, and the 
plain of Sharon is like unto the garden of Eden. 
"They shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 
thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them ... and they shall no more be 
pulled up out of their land which I have given 
them" (Amos 9: 14,.15). 

All we behold today is but a sign of what is to 
follow. The Lord must first remove His saints to 
glory ere He begins His work with Israel. But 
when He begins He shall make speed to bring it 
to pass. Therefore, as we see Israel coming into 
the prophetic picture once more, we know that 
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our home-going is at hand. Let us keep our eyes 

fixed upon the heavens for the coming of the 

Bright and Morning Star. 

Not just today, but every day, 
For wandering Israel should I pray! 

Driven and homeless, lonely too, 
Their only crime to be born a Jew; 

Driven and homeless, needing God, 
Treading the path their fathers trod. 

Jesus, my Lord, was born a Jew! 
He is my Saviour, and theirs too; 

All that I am, and hope to be, 
Christ purchased once at Calvary; 
In Him is victory and life, 
Comfort and joy and peace from strife. 

Father, the debt I owe, 
Should cause my prayer to ceaseless flow 
For this poor, suffering, needy race, 
That they may find Messiah's face. 
Give me the vision, Lord, to see 
That love for Jews is love for Thee. 



CHAPTER ELEVEN 

ANTICHRIST 

THE GREATEST SINISTER FIGURE in the prophetic

drama is unquestionably the Antichrist. He leaps 

into the limelight as the very incarnation of sin 

and Satan-the embodiment and expression of 

all evil. Paul traces the mystery of iniquity, 

working insidiously and insistently, till it is cli

maxed in him. He calls him the Lawless One, 

the Man of Sin, and the Son of Perdition (2 

Thess. 2). 
Since apostolic times the spirit of Antichrist 

has been abroad in the world. John tells us out

right what it is. "Every spirit which conf esseth 

not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not 

of God: and this is that spirit of Antichrist" ( 1 

John 4: 3). Referring to the personal Antichrist 

he says, "Who is a liar but he that denieth that 
Jesus is the Christ? He is Antichrist, that deni

eth the Father and the Son" (1 John 2: 22). 

This is THE apostasy. It is that which Chris

tendom, with its modernistic tendencies, has as 

its goal. To overthrow the Christ as "God over 

all, blessed for evermore," is to make way for 

the deification and worship of a sinful, Satan

possessed human. Sad end, indeed, for men once 

enlightened by the Gospel of Grace ! 
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Satan's Masterpiece 

"The Christ, the Son of the living God," is 
grandly set forth in Scripture as the God-Man; 
the Lamb of God; the Mediator between God and 
men; the Shepherd of the sheep; the Prophet to 
speak for God; the Priest to intercede before 
God; and the King to rule for God. But Old and 
New Testament writers also make clear that 
Antichrist shall lay claim to all these glories and 
offices. Naturally enough, since the foundation 
truth upon which Christianity rests is the "Vir
gin Birth," we need entertain no surprise if 
Satan's masterpiece endeavors to claim a super
natural birth also. 

It must not be thought incredible and impos
sible for Satan to attempt to counterfeit the in
carnation. It would climax all strategy to present 
a man born of a supposedly virgin woman. How 
quickly the world, and especially the Jews, would 

· fall for such an one ! Many are prone to believe
that this supernatural birth is inferred in the
word spoken by the Lord God to the Serpent : "I
·will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel" ( Gen.
3: 15). It is universally accepted that Jesus is
the "Seed of the Woman'' (Luke 1 : 35). Like
wise might not the "Seed of the Serpent" be
Antichrist?

That Satan has an interest in human genera
tion is well known. Here he has exercised power 
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beyond finite comprehension. We recall that, in 

antediluvian times, he empowered demons to as

sume a human form, and to marry the daughters 

of men. This resulted in heroes, "Men of the 

Name," being born. They were "N ephilim," or 

"The fallen ones" (Gen. 6). 
· 

William Kelly, a brilliant scholar and well 

known Bible expositor, says: "The sons of God, 
in my judgment, mean the same beings in Genesis 
as they do in Job. This point will suffice to indi
cate their chief guilt in traversing the boundaries 

which God appointed for His creatures. No won
der that total ruin ensues." 

Antichrist is Satan's masterpiece. Some see 
the way being prepared for his miraculous birth 
in the infamous practice of the "Spiritists." 
These claim not only communication with the 
dead, but actual marital intercourse with unseen 
powers. Women profess such sexual satisfac
tion in this diabolical indulgence that, in in
stances, women have lived· apart from their 
husbands. Should this result in a "man-child" 

being born, herein would lie Antichrist's poten

tial claim to Messiahship. 

Rapture Precedes Antichrist 

Speculation has run high in the last two dec

ades as to who shall be Antichrist. Mussolini, 

Hitler, and Stalin have in turn been appointed to 
fill the role. More recently, Dr. Hollenbeck has 
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discovered a Syrian prince, Abdul Baraba Baba, 
as the probable character. He is reputed to have 

raised the dead; turned a thunderstorm away by 
his powerful will, and to be able to ·foretell future 

events. 
Despite these pretentious claims made by Dr. 

Hollenbeck, and the others who have sponsored 

Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin, we may rest assured 
that Antichrist shall not be manifested till the 
Church of God is safely landed in heaven. The 
rapture precedes Antichrist. Paul writes authori
tatively thus: "Remember ye not, that, when I 
was yet with you, I told you these things? And 
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be 
revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 

doth already work: only He who now letteth, 
will let, until He be taken out of the way .... 
And then shall that Wicked be revealed" (2 
Thess. 2: 5, 8). 

Could language be clearer? Before the "Wicked 
One" appears the "Hinderer" must be removed. 

And who is this Hinderer? Without hesitation, 

He is the Spirit of God. He is the One who hin
ders the progress of the apostasy, both govern

mentally and religiously. He does so through 
human government and the Church of God com
posed of all true born-again ones. 

We appreciate that, were it not for democratic 
governments today, the whole world would be 
overrun by vile, tyrannical dictators. This would 
involve the overthrow of our present civilization. 

Then, too, were it not for the saints, the light 
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of the world, and the salt of the earth, the great 
Satanic religions-Communism, N aziism, Fasc
ism, Roman Catholicism, Buddhism, Confucian
ism, Shintoism, and Modernism-would fill the 
scene with their corruptions. 

Shortly, however, the Spirit shall quicken our 
mortal bodies and remove us to glory. This shall 
be the signal for the man of sin to reveal himself. 
May this suffice to keep us looking, not for the 
Antichrist, but for the Saviour, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Beast Out of the Land 

We may be sure that God shall have the pro
phetic stage in readiness ere He allows Satan to 
bring on his Chief Actor. The Jews shall be in 
Palestine exercising autonomous rule, and the 
Roman Empire shall be in its final phase as a 
ten-kingdom Mediterranean power, with its 
"Beast-like Dictator" in control. At once the 
Jews will welcome and crown this one who comes 
in his own name (John 5 : 43). His portrait, 
power, and performance are recorded in Revela
tion 13. Here he is : 

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of 
the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and 
he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the 
power of the first beast before him, and causeth 
the earth and them which dwell therein to wor
ship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 
healed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he 
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maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth 

in the sight of men. And deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles 
which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 

that they should make an image to the beast, 
which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 

And he had power to give life unto the image of 
the beast, that the image of the beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as would not wor
ship the image of the beast should be killed. And 
he causeth all, both small and great, rich and 
poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no 
man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, 
or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath under
standing count the number of the beast: for it is 
the number of a man; and his number is six hun
dred three score and six" (13: 11 to 18). 

The sphere of Antichrist's influence, whilst felt 
universally, shall be particularly the Roman Em
pire and all Palestine. This is because he, and 
the Roman Dictator, are one in their diabolical 
intents. In the main, the Roman rules politically, 
while the Antichrist rules religiously. We know 
that Antichrist shall not exercise sway over the 
subjects of the King of the North, the King of 
the South, the Kings of the Rising Sun, or the 

Russian confederated countries, though he shall 
have sympathizers in all parts known today as 
"fifth columnists." 
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Mark of the Beast 

The marking system, employed since times im

memorial, has acquired phenomenal proportions. 

From the marking of cattle and slaves, it has 
been adopted universally. Governments are able 

now to individualize, and identify, everyone by a 

special number. Trade unions and government 
projects use the same methods. 

Antichrist shall use his mark. It shall serve 
as a badge of allegiance. Those that bear it shall 

be sold out, body, soul and spirit, to him. They 
are his for sinister purposes. With it they shall 

be permitted to buy and sell. Then the bearers 
shall be forced to worship the image of the beast. 

Multitudes of Christ's own shall positively re
fuse. This will entail suffering and martyrdom. 
But what care they? It is better to die than deny 
their precious Lord. 

Christians might well read the "writing on the 
wall" in the trade union movement. The days are 

here when it is almost impossible to secure em

ployment unless connected with the union. And 

consciences are so dulled by worldly advantages 

that the "unequal yoke" is accepted without a 

word of protest. In cases where allegiance to 

Christ prohibits compromise, suffering has been 
endured. But why not? Our brethren in days 

ahead shall die willingly for this same thing in 

its final form. Are we better than they? Nay! 
Since we have been blessed infinitely beyond 
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them, we should the readier accept "loss of all 

things for Christ's sake." 

Image of the Beast 

Worship of the image harks back to Nebuchad

nezzar's days. As the "Times of the Gentiles" 

began, so shall they end (Dan. 3). How men are 

being made ready for this blasphemy! Look at 

the Roman Catholic system. The churches are 
full of idols. And their poor, deluded dupes bow 

sincerely, ignorantly. Remember that the Roman 
Empire shall be composed of ten kingdoms one 
hundred per cent Roman Catholic. Again, Jesus 
foretold that the Jews, that evil and adulterous 
generation, will return to Palestine and find their 
house empty, swept, and garnished. Then shall 
they take seven other spirits, more wicked than 
they possessed, and they shall enter in and dwell 
there (Matt. 12 : 43, 45). 

Might we not find comfort and courage in our 
brethren's attitude, who refuse to worship the 
image? They shall abhor all association with 
anything that savors of Antichrist. What about 
ourselves? Are we, in any way, linked with some 
Modernistic church? Do we listen to the Modern
ist preacher who denies our precious Lord Jesus, 
even though our souls are deeply grieved?, Is our 
finance helping this devilish system? Beloved, 
better things are expected from us. Surely the 
word is: "Come out of her, My people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins" (Rev. 18: 4; see 
also 2 Cor. 6: 14, 18). 
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As King of the Jews he shall lead the nation 

into an unholy alliance with the Roman Prince 

(Dan. 9: 27). This shall be for the protection of 

the land he has seized and divided (Dan. 11: 

86, 89) . But his artful cunning shall come to 

naught. The Lord shall bring his enemy, the 

King of the North, and use him as a scourge to 

punish him. The land shall be overrun, the people 

brutally tortured, and the cities, even Jerusalem, 

laid waste. For three years and a half unprece

dented tribulation shall rage. Then shall the 

Lord return and consume Antichrist with the 
spirit of His mouth, and with the brightness of 
His coming. He shall be cast alive into the Lake 

of Fire. 

This man dies not. For him there is no resur

rection. He hastens to his. destiny, the Lake of 
Fire. From thence no one ever returns. One 
thousand years later he is still alive ·along with 

the Roman Dictator (Rev. 20: 10). Then follow 
the Devil and the demon hosts. Finally, all un

converted humans join them (Rev. 20: 11, 15). 

What a destiny for any person! Friend, will this 

be your awful portion throughout eternity? 

Hasten to Christ, who died and rose again, that 
you might escape this perdition. Trust in Him 

today: "For, whosoever shall call upon the name 

of the Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 10: 18). 



CHAPlER TWELVE 

TI-IE KING OF THE NORTH 

IT IS TREMENDOUSLY INTERESTING to the student

of prophecy to carefully look over the after-effects 

of World War No. 1. His analysis shall discover 
the creation of several new states and minor pow
ers, especially in the Near East. Palestine itself 

was fully delivered from the Ottoman power and 
placed under a British mandate in view of estab
lishing a national home for the Jewish people. 
Egypt, likewise, a British protectorate till 1922, 
was given sovereign rights later. Syria, too, was 
set free from the Turkish government and placed 
under a French mandate. 

The reader of Scripture must become suddenly 
aware that, in the mention of these three coun
tries, he is on historic as well as prophetic ground. 

He travels back to Daniel's description of the 
Seleucids and the Ptolemies in their contacts and 

conflicts till he reaches the ill-famed Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the Syrian king . 

S})ria in the News 

Perhaps no person, in all time, so closely re
sembles the "Man of Sin." He filled up the cup 
of iniquity. Nothing was too vile for him to do. 
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His rape of Palestine and Egypt; his brutal acts 
against the Jews; and his offering a sow upon the 
temple altar in contempt of God and His ordained 
sacrifices, are well known to all readers of the 
prophet Daniel and the history books. 

Strange as it seems, the world is yet to witness 
another "King of the North" play a major part 
in its affairs. Since the beginning of World War 
No. 2 Syria has figured largely in the news. 
British and Free French troops were forced to 
dispossess the Vichy French government of its 
mandate because of complicity with the Axis 
Powers. 

Prior to the seizure of the cou!1try, however, 
there was a deal of unrest manifested. The 
Sy;rian Nationalist bloc created many strikes in 
demand for greater independence and a revival 
of the Syrian Nationalist Assembly. 

This independence is now assured. Prime Min
ister Churchill declared: ''We are in Syria only 
to end the war. However, we must make it quite 
clear that our policy, and that of our Free French 
Allies, is that Syria is to be handed back to the 
Syrians, who will assume as soon as possible 
their independent, sovereign rights." 

While it is too early to predict what the end 
of hostilities shall bring, we are confident that 
eventually Syria will have her independence. 
Slowly, but surely, she is being changed around 
so that she may fit into the prophetic plan. 
Presently, the man of whom the prophets have 
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written shall appear to take charge of her na
tional affairs. 

Syria is a comparatively small country with 
about 90,000 square miles acreage. Her popula
tion numbers nearly three million. We must not 
forget, however, that Antiochus Epiphanes, with 
but a handful of men, went forth from Syria con
quering and to conquer. In prophecy we take our 
eyes off nations and fix them upon God, with 
whom all things are possible. Indeed, He lifts 
the curtain and gives us a vision of this coming 
Dictator and shows wherein His greatness lies. 

King of Fierce Countenance 

Daniel describes him thus: "In the latter time 
of their kingdom, when the transgressors are 
come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 
And his power shall "be mighty, but not by his 
own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, 
and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy 
the mighty and the holy people. And through his 
policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his 
hand ; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, 
and by peace shall destroy many : he shall also 
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he 
shall be broken without hand" (ch. 8: 23-25). 

This king of fierce countenance may well copy 
the tactics of present-day dictators. By the time 
he appears their books shall lie open before him. 
This advantage, with full Satanic possession, 
shall distinguish him as a powerful, crafty, tyran-
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nical leader. And then he shall have the full 
backing of the great Russo-German confederacy, 
as well as the might of the Asiatics then under 
the domination of Japan. 

Evidently such backing is intended in these 
words: "His power shall be mighty, but not by 
his own power." And the prophetic Scriptures 
convey such a probability. 

The Syrians have never shown any affection 
for the Jews. And this last king shall determine 
to exterminate them and, once for all, take Pales
tine as his possession. Both Russia and Japan 
shall support him to the hilt. They, too, are com
patriots in their vile hatred of God's earthly peo
ple. So he waits for the psychological moment to 
launch his attack. 

EgJJptians Invade Palestine 

It comes when the King of the South, or the 
king of Egypt, then a potential factor in Eastern 
affairs, invades Palestine. Immediately, the King 
of the North comes down in blitzkrieg manner. 
Palestine is overrun. Egypt, with other coun
tries, shall not escape. The military, nava), and 
aerial machines shall crush all before them (Dan. 
11: 40, 43). 

Such a situation has long since been anticipated 
by the king of the Jews (Dan. 11: 36, 39). Ade
quate measures have also been taken to meet it. 
The might of the Roman Empire has already 
been promised him should any invader desecrate 
his soil. This is the covenant pledge signed by 
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him and the Roman Emperor (Dan. 9: 27). The 
fulfilment of this pledge brings the North and 
the West into battle array. Simultaneously, the 
controversy between East and West comes up for 
settlement. This hurries the Asiatics across the 

Euphrates into Palestine. 

We are indebted to the Apocalyptic Seer for 
providing the missing link in the chain of future 
events. He tells us that at the sound of the sixth 
trumpet, and the outpouring of the sixth vial, the 
Euphrates shall undergo a miraculous change to 
give passage to the Asiatic hordes to join battle 
with the King of the North against the West 
(Rev. 9: 13, 16; 16: 12). 

Final Battle 

Palestine naturally is the battle-ground. Words 
fail to describe the horrors and sufferings 'en
dured. Jerusalem shall lie like a rubble-heap, and 
great portions of the land shall be utterly devas
tated. The recently built, modern, fashionable 
cities shall be razed to the ground. Blood shall 
flow up to the horses' bridles for a distance of 
about two hundred miles. 

But we are not surprised. This is the final 

battle between nations. The full might of the 

nations is on the field. The Asiatics alone shall 
number two hundred million. Then consider the 

might of Russia with the combined forces of the 

King of the North! Think, too, of the military 
might of the Roman Empire, the kings of the 
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earth, with the greatly increased Jewish popu

lation! All shall be in the thick of the fight. 

The battle shall continue three and a half 
years. It is the time of the great tribulation. 

Evidently, just as the Northerner is about to 
deliver the knock-out blow to the Western forces 
the King of kings returns. This news speeds him 
back to take a stand against Him. His rage 
knows no bounds. He determines upon the com
plete extirpation of all Jews, and the final over
throw of Him who has come to deliver them. 

None Shall Help Him 

He plants the tabernacles of his palace between 
the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. This shall 

be but momentarily, for he shall be driven into 
the Syrian desert where he shall meet his doom. 
"He shall be broken without hand." Here, "He 
shall come to his end, and none shall help him." 

Some commentators believe that these last 
statements mean that he shall share the portion 
of the Roman Emperor and the Antichrist who 
shall be taken alive and cast into the Lake of 
Fire. Be that as it may, we are assured of his 
utter defeat and consignment to everlasting pun
ishment. Thus shall he pass from history. 

Nevertheless, a blessed place has been reserved 

for both Assyria and Egypt during kingdom 

days. These age-long enemies shall be brought 
together by Christ and live happily together un
der His benign sway. "Blessed be Egypt My peo-
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pie, and Assyria the work of My hands, and 

Israel Mine inheritance.'' 

On His Father's throne is seated 
Christ the Lord, the living One! 

All His toil on earth completed, 
All His work for sinners done. 

In the glory 
See Him-God's eternal Son! 

Ev'ry knee shall bow before Him, 
Ev'ry tongue confess His name, 

Ransomed myriads shall adore Him, 
Who endured the sinner's shame! 

From the glory 
God doth now His worth proclaim. 

Man the cross to Him awarded: 
Man the Saviour crucified; 

This world's judgment stands recorded, 
God's own justice satisfied! 

By the glory, 
Christ was claimed on earth who died. 

Son of Man, His incarnation 
Opened first the tale of grace; 

Son of Man, in new creation 
Leader of a chosen race 1 

Well may glory 
Crown Him, in the ordered place! 



CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

JAPAN! 

The Yellow Peril 

PEARL HARBOR! Shall America ever for get? The

words bespeak treachery, deception, rape, mur

der. They herald war in the Pacific. They sound 

Nippon's cry, "Asia for the Asiatics." They chal

lenge the presence of every Western nation with 

interests in that continent. 
Since the beginning of hostilities on December 

7, 1941, Japan has had things much her own way. 
The numerical superiority, the fanatical courage, 

the brilliant planning, and the daring initiative 

have achieved for her phenomenal successes. 

Today the situation is desperate. We have lis
tened to the toll of the funeral bell so often that 

precious little territory is ours. Hong-Kong, the 

Philippines, Malaya, Borneo, Sumatra, Bali, Java, 

Singapore, and Burma are under the flag of the 

"Rising Sun"! The main supply-line to China 

over the Burma road is closed. The gallant Chi

nese have been seriously threatened, their coun

try menaced. India is in peril. Australia, too, 

fights heroically to stave off imminent invasion. 

Canada also visualizes the possibility of Nippo

nese feet treading her soil. Alaska has had air 
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attacks, and some of the nearby islands have been 
occupied. America, on her western sea-board, 
takes every precautionary measure lest an invad
ing �orce land there. 

Japanese H egemonJ} 

The fall of Singapore, with some 70,000 British 
Empire troops captured, coupled with the loss of 
H. M. ships, Prince of Wales and Repulse, meant
the expediting of Japanese aggression and expan
sion. One paper wrote: "The fall of Singapore
ranks with the fall of France in the decisive events
of the war and puts the United Nations in the
Southwest Pacific face to face with a situation
almost as grim and disheartening as that which
faced Britain after Dunkerque."

Japan's long advocated policy, "Asia for the 
Asiatics," is rapidly materializing.· To meet with 
a percentage of present success will soon bring 
her dream true. The unrest amongst native pop
ulations ruled by Britain has made soil suitable 
for the seeds of a "Japanese hegemony" to grow. 
India may be next on Japan's agenda. Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill has assured us that 
the native population has been greatly influenced 
by Japanese propaganda, and already many fifth 
columnists are there. Not a very pleasant 
situation! 

Asiatic Debacle 

The root cause of this Asiatic debacle is trace
able to the complacency of the Democracies. They 
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would not be warned. Surely they saw this com
ing! The common people did. Why not the lead
ers of the nations? Fifty years ago Japan started 
her rampage of rape and aggression by taking 
over Korea. Then came Manchukuo, then Man
churia, and then China. Moreover, she shame
lessly and contemptuously insulted America and 

Great Britain. Before their eyes she tore up her 
naval treaties, then rushed ahead with military 
preparation for this grand-scale, total war. And 
we helped her by furnishing scrap, gasoline, and 
tools. We pocketed the money whilst she made 
destructive weapons to turn against us. And, to 
add insult to injury, she signed a pact with Hitler 
and Mussolini, Democracy's sworn enemies! 

But we heeded not. A life of ease and pleasure 
was our only concern. And worse still, God was, 
to a large extent, forgotten. Perhaps this war 
was allowed to bring us to our senses; to foster 
the spirit of repentance for our waywardness and 
forgetfulness of God; and to bring us back to 
God. We must not imagine that because we have 
given the Word of God and the Gospel of Christ 
to the nations, because we have befriended the 
Jew in his time of stress and sorrow, and be
cause we have nationally acknowledged God that 

we can count upon Him to give us victory. These 
things are praiseworthy, and we believe God is 
well pleased with them, but they cannot atone for 
our national sins. The government of God pre
scribes punishment for them and, needless to say, 
we feel we are taking some right now. Americans 
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might well read carefully what an unnamed min
ister of the Gospel in England wrote some time 
ago: 

"We have been a pleasure-loving people, dis
honoring God's day - now the seashores are 
barred; no picnics. 

"We have preferred motor-travel to church
going-now there is a shortage of motor fuel. 

"We have ignored the ringing of the church 
bells calling us to worship-· now the bells cannot 
ring except to warn of invasion. 

"We have left the churches half empty when 
they should have been filled with worshippers
now they are in ruins. 

"We would not listen to the way of peace-now 
we must listen to the way of war. 

"The money we would not give to the Lord's 
work-now is being taken from us in taxes. 

"The food for which we forgot to give God 
thanks-now is unobtainable. 

"The service we refused to give to God-now 
is conscripted for the country. 

"Lives we refused to live under God's control 
-now are under the nation's.

"Nights we would not spend in 'watching unto
prayer' -now are spent in anxious air-raid pre
cautions. 

"The evils of Modernism we would not fight
now we see what Germany,_the seat of this teach
ing, has done." 
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The Open Door 

This Pacific war presents a problem in the 

light of prophecy. Anything might happen. The 
reason why uncertainty must govern our final 

findings here is because the war is not in the 

Bible. But, knowing that we are li_ving in the 

end-time, one of three things may happen. 
FIRST. Above a century ago the Lord gra

ciously opened the missionary door in the Pacific. 

We believe His word to the Philadelphia Church: 

"I have set before thee an open door" (Rev. 3: 8), 
had its dispensational fulfilment then. Men like 
Hudson Taylor and Judson moved in and took 
over for God. Tens of thousands of consecrated 

missionaries followed. And what a work they 
have done! 

Since the outbreak of war, however, most of 
the missionaries have had to return to their 
homelands. Some have been put into concentra
tion camps. But the work begun goes on. The 
native Christians have taken it up and, through 

their instrumentality, tremendous numbers have 

professed conversion. We behold therefore the 

missionary door still open. "No man can shut it," 

not even a Hirohito ! 

Should the Lord not return within a generation 

of time--and nobody can say definitely-it may 

be His will to grant the United Nations an over

whelming victory. This would open the doors 

again for more missionary enterprise. It would 

provide those peoples with another opportunity 
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of hearing the message of salvation. But how 
shall they hear without a preacher? The respon

sibility rests upon us. May we be ready to go 

when the peace trumpet sounds ! 

End of Dispensation 

SECOND. The Lord may be bringing this dis

pensation to a close. Should a victory come to 

the United Nations, it must be to grant to the 
conquered countries Independence. This, done, 
shall pave the way for these very nations to fall 
in with Japan. How quickly both men and na
tions for get their benefactors ! 

THIRD. It may be we are going to witness this 

little nation enter more and more into her proph
esied pl,ace as the head of the Asiatic powers. 

If so, then all is well. Our God will work all 
things after the counsel of His own will. In this 
we rejoice. It is but hastening the day of His 
Son's appearing in glory to take over world 

dominion. 
When Daniel refers to the King of the North, 

he says: " ... his power shall be mighty, but not 
by his own power " (ch. 8: 24). It is true that 
Russia shall be back of this Dictator, but so will 
the "Kings of the Rising Sun." They join him 

when he invades Palestine at the beginning of 
the tribulation period. (See Rev. 9: 13, 16 and 
16: 12, 16.) 

These nations come together for obvious rea
sons. In the first place they have a common 

grudge against the Western powers which shall 
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then be acting as "protectorate" of Palestine. 
Then they are opposed to Christianity. Finally, 
they desire Palestine, the land of plenty. 

Tremendous punishment is in store for this 
anti-God confederacy. It shall be left for Christ 
to completely destroy those Asiatics when He 
appears upon earth with His militant hosts. He 
shall bring them into the Syrian desert, and there 
inflict upon them divine judgment. Nevermore 
will they lift their hand against Israel. Never
more will they be guilty of aggression and war
fare. He whose right it is to reign shall take the 
reins of government and lead the nations into 
a scene of unspeakable blessedness. Well might 
we pray, "Thy Kingdom come." 



CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

RUSSIA! 

The Red Menace 

PROPHECY IS HISTORY written before by the God

who is omniscient. It is the hallmark of inspira

tion. God speaks thus : "Remember the former 

things of old: for I am God, and there is none 
else ; I am God, and there is none like Me, declar

ing the end from the beginning, and from ancient 

times the things that are not yet done, saying, 

My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 
pleasure!" (Isa. 46: 9, 10). 

A moment's thought will bring to remembrance 

that we have the history of the four world

empires - Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, and 
Rome - in the record of Daniel before that of 

any historian. The prophet in exile perfectly 

sketches their future in the image and the wild 
beasts ( ch. 2 and 7). 

In like manner the future history of Russia is 

lucidly presented by Ezekiel. He devot:es two 

full chapters to her. Here we read of things not 

yet fulfilled, though events are so shaping them

selves now that we may well be in the days of 

their fulfilment. Indeed, we are well aware that 
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though China, India, and Egypt were hoary with 

age, the Russian Empire was not founded until 
some fifteen hundred years later. In Ezekiel's 

days the dwellers in that land were nothing more 

than wandering tribes (Ezek. 38 and 39). 

World-Dictatorship of the Proletariat 

World War No. 1 made tremendous changes. 
It changed not only the map of the world, but the 
governments and policies of nations. Russia suf
fered an ignominious defeat at the hands of Ger
many. The Czar was murdered, and the "Com
munist" party seized the power. Immediately, 
to quiet the internal strife and to become more 
consolidated in power, the sword was unsheathed 
and, in a few years' time, millions of Russian 
peasants had suffered death. To make matters 
worse, the Communist party �urned in fury 
against all professing Christians and all places 
of worship. This purge sent millions of Chris
tian people to the altar of sacrifice. Bibles were 

for bidden, and meetings to worship God were 

banned. A reign of terror existed. 
Never in human history had any government 

acted so ruthlessly. Further, Communist agents 

infiltrated every country and spread abroad its 

vile and vicious propaganda with intent to over

throw the existing governments. They advocate 
the establishment of a veritable Utopia for men. 

Class distinction is abolished. Free-love, or com

panionable marriages, is practised. All labor is 
controlled. Religion is destroyed. A theism is 
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enthroned. Peace is advocated. A world-dictator

ship of the proletariat, as the ideal form of gov
ernment, is propagated. 

All this sounds good to the darkened, delud
ed brain. But did Russia practise what she 
preached? Was peace her motto in training the 
largest army in the world for war; in murder
ing millions of innocent men, women, and chil
dren because they believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ; in seeking to create revolution in every 
country that her ideology might dominate? In 
this, Russia follows the policy of Peter the Great, 
whose desire was world domination. Here is his 

will: 

"No opportunity must be lost of taking part 
in the affairs and disputes of Europe, especially 
in those of Germany, which from its vicinity is 
one of the most direct to us. . . . We must 
keep steadily extending our frontiers-northward 
along the Baltic, and southward along the shores 
of the Black Sea. . . . Russia then must watch 
for and seize the favorable moment, and pour 
her already assembled hosts into Germany, whilst 
two immense fleets, laden with Asiatic hordes and 
convoyed by the armed squadrons of the Euxine 
and the Baltic, set sail simultaneously from the 
Sea of Azov and the harbor of Archangel, sweep
ing along the Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
they will overrun France on the one side, while 
Germany is overpowered on the other. When 
these countries are fully conquered, the rest of 
Europe must fall easily, and without a struggle, 
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under our yoke. This Europe can, and must be, 
subjugated." 

Hitler Given "Green Light" 

Joseph Stalin aims at world control by subtle 
treachery. He dreads war and will fight only 
when he has an easy prey like Latvia, Esthonia, 
Lithuania, and Finland. But he was fooled by 
Hitler. At a moment of international gravity, 
when British diplomats sought Stalin's recogni
tion of a policy of peace in opposition to Hitler's 
threatening attitude towards Poland and the 
western democracies, he deliberately, and with
out hint to the British, signed a pact with him. 
Hitler was given the "green light" which sent 
him into Poland to initiate World War No. 2. 

But Stalin could not rest while the German 
hordes swept, like a tornado, towards his terri
tory, so he sent his armies into Poland to take 
over the Ukraine. Both armies met, and gestures 
of friendship were renewed. Hitler and Stalin, 
both liars and murderers, swore solemnly to re
spect each other's territory! 

When Hitler had overrun France, Belgium, 
Holland, and Denmark, he tried to conquer Bri
tain, but failed. Then, to the amazement of all 
the civilized world, without the usual propaganda 
and fanfare, he sent his armies against Stalin 
to begin what has turned out to be the bloodiest 
and costliest battle in human history. At the 
moment of writing, Germany is reputed to have 
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lost ten million men and Russia six million. And 

the end is not yet! 
Our God is the God of retribution. Moreover, 

"As for God, His way is perfect." Those two 
nations have been brought together that each 

might be used to punish the other for national 

sins. The sins of Germany and Russia had surely 

risen to high heaven. Wrath was invoked and it 
was only a matter of time before it was poured 
forth. Surely the peoples shall cry to God for 
mercy! Surely there shall be repentance and a 
turning to God ! Reason would say "yes." Reve
lation, which speaks from a perfect knowledge 
of man's evil nature, says "no." 

Communism Recognized 

· For many years both Great Britain and Amer

ica refused to recognize the Communist govern

ment. They were afraid of its policies. The time 
came, however, when its friendship was courted. 
And now that Hitler is the common enemy, Great 
Britain, America, and Russia are fellow-partners. 

Their interests are one: they must destroy Nazi
ism. It is so opposed to their ideas. But what 

about "Communism"? Must it survive? 

Evidently "Communism" has made inroads to 

the seat of authority in America. Representative 

Martin Dies of Texas reported to Attorney 

General Fra�cis Biddle that 1,124 Federal 
employees are either out-and-out Communists, 
pledged to the overthrow of this government, or 
affiliated with Communistic activities. They re-
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ceive from the American government the sum 
of $1,614,000 annually. 

All the evidence obtainable proves that this 
subversive Communism is back of the labor unions. 
And these indicat_e that our liberty is not only 
threatened, but practically gone. The time has 
come when work cannot be had unless one is a 
member of the union. An ominous sign! It re
minds us of the "Mark of the Beast" to be im
posed upon all Antichrist's dupes. And as a ges
ture of "good will," and to manifest the spirit of 
tolerance, the President freed Earl Browder, the 
rank Communist and revolutionist, from prison. 
Senator Pepper said: "I'm sure that the Presi
.dent felt that Browder had served time commen
surate with the offense for which he was con
victed, and that it would be taken by the Rus
sians as a compliment to them. Undoubtedly, in 
view of the sacrifices they have made in holding 
Hitler off from the rest of us, that is not too much 
for them." Thus Communism wings her flight 
to the White House to be first recognized, then
by fair or foul means-· to rule. 

N aziism Doomed 

Whatever the outcome of hostilities between 
Russia and Germany, it is clearly revealed by 
Ezekiel that "Communistic ideology" shall sur
vive. It has roots in every country. Millions live 
for its propagation, and will gladly die for its 
preservation. Hitler has realized this to his sor
row. It will come home to him more as time passes. 
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His doom is fixed. Where the Nazi "swastika" 

flies, the "hammer and sickle" shall fly presently. 

Should we be as near the end of the age of 

grace as we believe we are, doubtlessly Germany 

shall suffer defeat. As Hitler has torn up Stalin's 

Russia, so in greater measure will Stalin tear up 

Hitler's Germany. We may safely assume that 

Germany shall be so dealt with that she will 

never more become a menace to world peace. 

Russia will strip her naked and place her in her 

new order-the rule of the proletariat. 

Northern C onf ederac'J) 

Ezekiel portrays the coming together of Ger
many, Persia, Turkey, Abyssinia, and Libya un
der the Russian Dictator. It is a combination of 
powers which, in the main, have been hostile to 
the Jews in the past. This hatred comes up with 
renewed freshness and power in the latter days. It 
shall manifest itself in an effort to obliterate the 

name of Jewry and to take Palestine as an ever

lasting possession. 

The invasion is timed to take place after the 
land is brought back from the sword and when 
the Jews· are gathered out of every country. 

They shall be dwelling in peace and enjoying a 

measure of prosperity. Evidently, when the ag

gressor moves, a protest comes from Sheba and 

Dedan-Moslem regions east of the Red Sea, 
probably Hej az and N ezd-and from the mer

chants of Tarshish with her young lions. It has 

been thought that the latter nations refer to 
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Great Britain, her Colonies, and America. Look

ing over the entire prophetic field, this view may 

be taken and accepted. These nations have really 
spread out their covering wings to protect the 

Jews. And since they are to employ their ships 
to take them back to Palestine (Isa. 18), it seems 

unlikely for them to sit still and witness the Rus
sian monster pounce upon them without some 

protest. 

ChristianitJ) Shall Win 

Israel cannot meet this formidable, myriad, 
militant host. But God can ! And God will! He 
Himself fights with elements at His command. 
What destruction He causes! Revolution, pesti
lence, overflowing rain, hailstones, fire and brim

stone are employed. Five-sixths of the invading 
host is wiped out and buried in the valley of 
Hammon-Gog. Seven months shall be needed to 
cleanse the land from the defiling bones of this 
Communistic host. And the weapons of warfare 
left on the field shall provide firewood for Israel 
seven years. Thus shall the Lord be magnified. 

So, whatever progress Communism may make 
today, it is doomed for eternity. Christianity 

alone shall win the day. And why not? It is 
rooted and grounded in the love and righteous

ness of God. It provides salvation from sin, the 
world, and Satan. It frees from hell and gives us 
heaven. Let us accept Christ. He is worth living 
-and dying-for. He fully satisfies.



CHAPTER FIFfEEN 

BABYLON: 

The Mother of Harlots 

TiiE CHURCH OF GOD dates back to the eternal

past. There she was chosen to be the Bride of the 

Lamb. This secret was not made known, how

ever, till the Eternal Son became Man. And here 

we appreciate divine wisdom. The Only-Begotten 

Son in the bosom of the Father had come to bring 

to light His counsels. 

Matthew is the first to mention the truth of 

the Church. With matchless skill He establishes 

Christ's right to the throne of David (ch. 1 to 

4); the principles by which His kingdom shall 

be run ( ch. 5 to 7) ; the powers of the kingdom 

when sickness shall be abolished, Satan defeated, 

and nature's storms hushed ( ch. 8 to 12) ; and 

finally the rejection of Messiah by Israel. This 

leads him to the kingdom in mystery form pre

sented in the seven parables ( ch. 13), and then 

to the revelation of the Church. Let him tell the 

story. 

"When Jesus came into the coasts of Cresarea 

Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, Whom 

do men say that I the Son of Man am? And they 
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said, Some say that Thou art John the Baptist; 

some, Elias ; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 

prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye 

that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, 

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 

which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it" ( ch. 16 : 13 to 18) . 

The True Church 

Pentecost was chosen as the birthday of the 
Church. This was in accord with the Feast of 
Pentecost (Lev. 23; Acts 2). From that moment, 
and until the rapture, every born-again one is a 
member of the Church. Each one is baptized into 
the one Body (1 Cor. 12: 13), and is created a 
Living stone in the temple of God (Eph. 2 : 20, 
22; 1 Pet. 2 : 5). 

Immediately we recognize our security. We 

are linked with Christ in an indissoluble union. 
Though Satan may rage and work havoc amongst 
the saints, yet we are assured that "The gates of 
hell shall not prevail." Every saved one is neces
sary to a complete body and a perfect bride. 

That is the divine viewpoint. The Patmos Seer, 
on the other hand, sketches the human side. He 
presents Church history from the first century 



BABYLON: THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 115 

till the appearing in glory of Christ. This is 

given in the seven churches, geographically lo

cated in a perfect circle, and sets forth the seven 

definite epochs. Each epoch may be summarized 

thus: Ephesus: the first-love church (first cen

tury); Smyrn�: the martyr church (A.D. 100-

300); Pergamos: the married church (300-347); 

Thyatira: the Papal church (347-1500); Sardis: 

the reformation church (1500-end); Philadel

phia: the missionary church (1850-end); Lao

dicea: the self-satisfied church (20th century). 

Satan's Counterfeit 

The progress of evil is gradual. And we may 
be sure that where God has His Church, Satan 

shall have his counterfeit. It is here we contact 

Rome. She claims to be The Church, the Bride of 

Christ, and the Eternal City. Are her claims 

justified? Let Scripture and history speak. They 

agree. 

We note that the Pergamos church introduces 

the marriage between the church and the world. 

Then follows the Thyatira church which aids and 

abets Jezebel, the adulterous woman (Rev. 2). 

Now history knows nothing of Roman Catholi

cism as a system before Constantine became 

Emperor. It was his victory over Maxentius, 

when he carried the sign of the Cross on his 

standard, that brought the Christians into prom

inent places. Then Christianity was systemized. 

Before Constantine's reign those that professed 
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Christ were sought out and slain; now those that 
refused to profess Christ were treated as mar
tyrs. Naturally, with Constantine living in Rome, 
the city on the seven hills became the center of 
religious authority. Later on a Pope was elected. 

Rome's Heathen Practises 

Constantine made Christianity popular. He 
also introduced heathen practises and idolatries. 
And since then Rome has been a mixture of Chris
tianity, Judaism, and Heathenism. She puts in
finitely more dependence upon her innovations 
than upon inspiration. Indeed, she sets aside the 
Word of God as the final court of appeal, and 
cries: "Hear the Church." The claim to the 
Petrine successorship came with Leo I ( 440-
446). In 1869 Pope Pius IX proclaimed the "In
fallibility of the Pope." Five years before, he 
wrote: "The eternal salvation of any out of the 
true Church of Christ is not even to be hoped for." 

Then follows the iniquitous Sacrifice of the 
Mass of fifth century invention; the Purgatory 
racket borrowed from heathenism; the Holy 
Water deception copied from Shintoism and Mo
hammedanism; the Invocation of Saints, which 
is positive idolatry seen in any heathen temple; 
the Mariolatry which insists on Mary being the 
Mother of God and that Romanists go to her 
three times daily; the Auricular Confession, 
made law in 1215 A.D., which extracts the se
crets of every confessor, even to the secrets of 
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governments; and the Priesthood Celibacy which 
the great Hildebrand of the Middle Ages enacted. 

"History teaches us that it was during the 
sixth, seventh, and eighth centuries that Rome 
gained her great and extended temporal powers. 
The master stroke was in A.D. 75�. King Pepin 
came and fully conquered the savage Lombards, 
who were ravaging Italy. He gave his gained 
power over to the popes rather than to risk it 
with the emperors at Constantinople. Then for 
the following one thousand years papalism ruled 
in tyranny over Italy. It became the Holy Roman 
Empire." 

It was a thousand years of terror. Christian 
men, women, and children were consigned to the 
flames and to all kinds of indescribable torments.

But they preferred to burn rather than turn. 
By their death we live and enjoy freedom from 
Papal Rome's yoke. Then came the Reformation, 
which brought Scotland and England into glori
ous liberty. For the most part, however, western 
Europe kept faith with the Mother Church. 

Back to Rome 

In our own times we witness ominous signs. 
The breaches between so called Protestantism 
and Romanism are being repaired. The wayward 
child is returning to her Mother. 

Recently a British Council of Churches, com
bining in one organization three groups which 
have been responsible for inter-church co-opera-
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tion, was inaugurated at St. Paul's Cathedral, 
London. The three agencies incorporated are the 
Council of Christian Faith and the Common Life; 
the Commission of Churches for International 
Friendship and Social Responsibility; and the 
British Section of the World Conference on Faith 
and Order. These represent the Church of Eng
land, the Independent Churches, and the Roman 
Catholic Church. At the conference the Arch
bishop of Canterbury, the primate of all Eng
land, said : "In days like these, when the basic 
principles of Christianity are widely challenged, 
the primary need is for a unity of testimony to 
Christianity.'' 

America joins in this religious procession back 
to Rome. She has some twenty million Roman 
Catholics. It is reliably reported that "America 
gives more to the Church of Rome than all the 
rest of the world combined." Indeed, "The 
Church of Rome holds title to over two billion 
dollars' worth of (untaxable) property in the 
U. S. A." 

Statistics indicate that Rome has four hun
dred million worshippers. Protestantism numbers 
about two hundred million. And what a ghastly 
sight she presents ! She is so weak, so sick, so 
divided, so apostate that when the show-down 
comes she will fall a victim to Romanism. 

Behind Vatican's Closed Doors 

Papal propaganda wins the day. "The Pope's 
policy," says L'Osservatore Romano, "includes 
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three things. First--the Pope loves all, the happy 

and those that are sorrowing; gentlemen and 

slaves; the rich and the poor. Second-the Pope 

is now concerned with welfare work 'FOR ALL,' 

and to this end the church has sponsored a big 

organization for visiting camps and helping refu

gees, prison camps, and others. Third-the hu

manitarian welfare of the whole world is the 

Pope's objective now and after the war." 

But Rome seeks world domination. Ever since 

1849, when the Vatican was forced to give up 
temporal power in favor of democracy, she has 

persisted in her efforts to regain it. Finally, in 

1929 it was obtained from Mussolini, with a sum 
of forty million dollars, for which he received 

the Pope's benediction. 

Now the nations sally to and from the Vati

can. Their representatives confer periodically 

with the Pope himself, who is the most versatile 
politician in the world. Imagine representatives 

from Great Britain and America there kissing 

his toe! Almost unthinkable! And what takes 

place behind those closed doors no one may 

ever know. Vatican observers say, however, that 

Myron Taylor, President Roosevelt's personal 

representative to the Vatican, has laid the 

groundwork for post-war collaboration in the 

tasks of world rehabilitation through his talks 

with Pope Pius XII. Mr. Taylor remarked on 

leaving that he was well received and that he 
was very well satisfied. 
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Revived Holy Roman Empire 

So Rome comes into the prophetic picture again 
as a leading political and religious power. But 
we are not surprised. John says: "I saw a 

woman sit upon a scarlet-colored beast." This is 
religious Rome riding political Rome. She is back 
in the place of power. At an early date we may 
expect the Roman Empire to be revived, incorpo
rating countries that are well-nigh one-hundred
percent Roman Catholic. Western Europe can 
provide France, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, and 
Italy. Eastern Europe can provide the Balkan 
countries with Austria. Not only so, but her 
authority will extend "over all kindreds and 
tongues and nations" (Rev. 17 : 15) . She has 
subjects everywhere, and whilst many of the 
countries where they live shall not be in the em
pire yet, they shall remain true. 

But her doom is certain. It shall come direct 
from heaven through the Devil's instrument, the 
head of the revived empire. He will toler�te the 
wicked system till the time arrives when he shall 
claim the worship of men. That shall be the sig

nal for the overthrow of all that Papal Rome 
stands for. Many Bible expositors believe that 
some judgment, either volcanic or by earthquake, 
shall remove the Vatican City from the face of 
the earth. Thus shall popery as a system perish 

forever. 
Whilst we rejoice with all heaven in anticipa

tion of her final and everlasting overthrow (Rev. 
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19: 1, 4), yet meantime we should obey the voice 
of God : "Come out of her, My people, that ye be 

not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 

of her plagues" (Rev. 18: 4). We must leave all 

Modernism alone. To have fellowship with 

preachers who deny the Bible, and to be linked 
with church members that are definitely uncon
verted, is positively for bidden. In all faithful

ness to Christ, may we walk apart from all that 
is contrary to Him. Thus shall we have that in
ward conviction of being well-pleasing to Him. 



CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

JUDGMENT 

of the LIVING NATIONS 

THE APPEARING IN GLORY of the Christ of God
will be the signal for the cessation of wars every

where. For the nations to enter upon an era of 
one thousand years' peace, with the Agitator of 
wars confined to the Bottomless Pit, seems almost 
unbelievable. But, it shall be so. It is part of the 
divine program for earth. Then shall men learn 
war no more. Swords shall be beaten into plough
shares, and spears into pruning hooks. And, as 
Isaiah so delightfully pictures the scene: "Every 
valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low : and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough places plain: and 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together" (Isa. 40: 4, 5). 

First on the agenda, after all enemies have 

been defeated and all lawlessness subdued, is to 
summon all nations to Jerusalem. They shall 
have to give . an account of themselves to the 

King. Solemn occasion indeed! 

World Representatives in Jerusalem 

It has been suggested that by means of radio 

the summoning call may be given. Whilst this 
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could be so, and in no way interfere with the pre
rogatives of Christ's Deity, yet we incline to 
believe that His method shall be His secret. In 
the day to come He shall not be bound by human 
limitations as in the days of His humiliation. The 

sons of men shall then behold the miraculous, 

which will strike them with awe and wonder. 
His word shall be obeyed instantly. The speed

iest modes of travel shall be employed to hasten 
the representatives of the nations to Jerusalem. 

Air, land, and sea shall register their busiest 
moments. And, to crown all, there shall be no 
accident of any kind experienced. That day is 

past. 
What a moment when representatives from 

Washington, London, Berlin, MQscow, and every 
other nation meet in the presence of the King 
of kings! This shall not be a "round-table con
ference" to discuss matters relating to world 
conditions. As a matter of fact, they are not 
there to discuss anything. They are there to be 

judged. 

For years prior to this occasion, the Jewish 
brethren of Christ have been proclaiming the 
Gospel of the Kingdom. Their testimony has gone 
out into all the world. In some nations they have 
been cordially received and hospitably treated. 
Other nations have treated them harshly, bru
tally, and murdered many. As these representa
tive men appear before the Judge we may well 
appreciate that some will tremble greatly, whilst 

others will rejoice. 
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It is well to call to mind that when Solomon 
ascended the Throne of David his father, he had 
brought into his presence those men, such as 
Shemai, J oab, and Adonij ah, and put them to 
death. He was simply clearing his kingdom of all 
offenders so that he could reign peaceably. So 
with Christ. He has told us that "The Son of 
Man shall send forth His angels, and they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity" (Matt. 13: 41). 
Such action shall make way for a reign in right
eousness and peace. 

The Christ of God, the once lowly Son of Man, 
is Judge. What a change! Whoever would have 
dreamed that the Man in Pilate's judgment hall, 
with a crown of thorns upon His brow, clothed 
in a purple robe, and with a reed in His hand; 
that the Man who was hanged upon a Tree, would 
occupy such an exalted position.? But it is a 
principle in God's ways with men that: "He that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted." Jesus had 
voluntarily humbled Himself. Now, it is the 
Father's right to raise Him to the highest place 
and give Him the greatest honors. 

·w odd' s Last Assize

Long since, Jesus let us into the secret of what 
is before us. He said: "The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son. And hath given Him authority to execute 
judgment also, because He is the Son of Man" 
(John 5: 22, 27). It is the Apocalyptic Seer who 
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describes Him as "One like unto the Son of Man, 

clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt 
about the paps with a golden girdle. His head 

and His hairs were white like wool, as white as 
snow ; and His eyes were as a flame of fire ; and 
His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in 

a furn ace; and His voice as the sound of many 
waters. And He had in His right hand seven 
stars : and out of His mouth went a sharp two
edged sword: and His countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength" (Rev. 1: 13-16). 

This is the world's last assize, though it is not 
the last judgment. We have seen already that 
our sins have been judged and put away by the 
sacrificial work of Christ, and that our works 
shall be judged when we arrive at the Berna. 
Here, however, we have the judgment of nations, 
whereas the last judgment shall be that of the 
wicked dead at the Great White Throne. 

That there is a difference between the last two 
judgments, no casual reader of the Word will 
dispute. A few differences might be noted. The 
first takes place at the inauguration of the King
dom; the latter at its close. In the former there 
is no thought of dead men being judged; in the 

latt.er there is no mention of living men being 

judged. The one is the judgment of the quick; 

the other of the dead (Acts 10: 42). Then, the 

nations shall be judged in Jerusalem, whereas the 

wicked dead shall be judged in space. Finally, 

after the first judgment, some shall be blessed 

and some shall be cursed; but after the last 
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judgment all shall be consigned alike to the Lake 

of Fire" (Matt. 25 with Rev. 20: 11, 15). 

The judgment of the living nations brings to 

light the indissoluble union between Christ and 

His own. To touch them is to touch Him. He 

says to all, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 

of the least of these My brethren, ye have done 

it unto Me." 

At once we are aware of the infinite serious

ness of persecuting one of the least of Christ's 
brethren. To all such He still asks: "Why perse

cutest thou Me?" and says, "I am Jesus, whom 

thou persecutest." We must ever regard all saints 
as redeemed by precious blood, and one with 

Christ in glory. Great care should be exercised 

in dealing with saints, so that as much as in us 

lies we shall not be guilty of doing, or saying, 
something that will adversely affect Christ their 

Lord. Remember that Miriam suffered for speak
ing against Moses (Num. 12); and Moses himself 

forfeited Canaan for speaking inadvisedly with 

his lips against Israel (Num. 20). 

Thy Kingdom Come

The judgment concludes on notes of tragedy 

and triumph. "These shall go away into ever

lasting punishment." That is the note of tragedy. 

"The righteous into life eternal." That is the note 

of triumph. This does not mean that they shall 

go to heaven. It simply implies that they shall 

be fitted, in every way, to enjoy earthly kingdom 
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blessings upon earth. In other words, this com

pany shall never die. 

Then shall the kingdom glorious begin. The 

King reigning universally, with aU men under 
His benign sway, shall answer the prayer, "Thy 
kingdom come." He will apportion to the nations 

their respective places in His administration, and 

each shall play the part assigned. "In that day 
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with 
Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land : 
whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless, saying, 

'Blessed be Egypt My people, and Assyria the 
work of My hands, and Israel Mine inheritance.'" 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

Does his successive journeys :run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

From north to south the princes meet 
To pay their homage at His feet; 
While western empires own their Lord, 
And savage tribes attend His word. 

To Him shall endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 

With every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song, 
And inf ant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

KINGDOM DAYS AHEAD 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT has set for the world the 
four freedoms as post-war conditions. These are 
freedom to worship God according to the dic
tates of our conscience ; freedom of speech and 
expression ; freedom from want; and freedom 
from fear everywhere in the world. These things 
he declares "are attainable in our own genera
tion." 

Such a prospect pleases. And we realize that, 
in God's own time, they shall materialize. We 
are assured that Jesus shall introduce them and 
make them a blessed reality. So for Him, and not 
for the end of hostilities, we wait. 

Kingdom days ahead were the subject of in
spired prophets and the song of enraptured 
Psalmists. They visualized Christ reigning with
out a rival; creation bringing forth her precious 
fruits without a groan; men everywhere living 
together in happy fellowship without a murmur; 
and the glory of the Lord filling the earth as the 
waters cover the sea. 

MJ}sterJ} of God Finished 

Then shall the "mystery of God be finished." 
So said the Angel-King as He placed His pierced 
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feet upon both land and sea, and sware by Him 

who lives for ever and ever (Rev. 10). 

What is this mystery? It is the providential 
and governmental ways of God with men. Often 
they are wrapt in secrecy. Who can fathom human 
suffering? Why national and international trage
dies? Our God alone fully understands. One 
thing is certain, and that is that such things are 
allowed to bring to fruition a well-designed plan. 
God worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will. That plan is to lead out of suffering 
into glory. It is to bring in His Christ with the 
fulness of blessing. 

And for the world's deep anguish there shall come 

A peaceful rest, when Jesus takes His throne: 
And then shall break that happy, glorious day; 
Earth's groans shall cease beneath His blessed sway: 
Bondage shall cease, thus changed to liberty, 
And praises rise from hearts He hath set free. 

The day shall open in judgment. It is a "day 
of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness" (Joel 2) . Then, as never before, 
shall "the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing. The kings of the earth set them
selves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against His Anointed, say
ing: 'Let us break their bands asunder, and cast 
away their cords from us' " (Psa. 2: 1 to 3). So 
Christ shall require to deal with such. He shall 
"break them with a rod of iron; and dash them 
in pieces like a potter's vessel." 
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Clearing the Kingdom 

Daniel announces that the world empires, seen 

in the image, shall be ground to powder by the 

"stone cut out of the mountains without hands." 

Nevermore shall they raise their heads or hands 

against Him. Christ shall establish His own in 

these high places so that throughout His reign 

they shall minister to the blessing of His subjects. 

Apostate Christendom shall also meet its doom 

then. The wheat and the tares; the good fish and 

the bad; the wise virgins and the foolish, shall 

be separated. Both Antichrist and the Roman 

Prince, the men who head iniquity, shall like
wise be sent to the Lake of Fire. Thus shall 
Christ clear out of His kingdom all things that 
offend. He intends to leave only that which 

belongs to Himself to enter into and enjoy king

dom blessings. 

Satan, with his satellite hosts, shall be con

signed to the "bottomless pit" as the kingdom 

begins. John describes the scene in dramatic 

language: "And I saw an angel come down from 

heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and 

a great chain in his ;hand. And he laid hold on 

the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 

and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 

cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him 

up, and set a seal upon him, that he should de

ceive the nations no more, till the thousand years 

should be fulfilled" (Rev. 20: 1, 3). 
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Golden Age 

Thus with the nations judged, Christendom 

purged, and Satan bound, the "Golden Age" shall 

begin. The poet -covers a wide range, as he medi

tates upon this occasion, in his well-known words: 

Kings shall fall down before Him, 
And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 
His praise all people sing. 

Outstretched His wide dominion, 
O'er river, sea, and shore; 

Far as the eagle's pinion, 
Or dove's light wing can soar. 

Our hearts leap with ineffable delight as we 

contemplate some of the outstanding features of 
the world-wide kingdom of Jesus our Lord. They 
shall be the lot of all His redeemed subjects. 

FIRST. ·There shall be peace on earth. The com

mand to nations shall be issued: "Beat your 

swords into plowshares, and your spears into 
pruning hooks" (Isa. 2: 4). Disarmament shall 
be enforced. The nations shall learn war no 

more. What a contrast to this present moment! 

Scrap-iron drives are now in full swing. All 

kinds of implements are being thrown into the 

furnace that weapons of destruction might be 
produced. Somehow we realize that we are ap

proaching the time when Joel's prophecy shall be 

made good. "J3eat your plowshares into swords, 

and your pruning hooks into spears" (ch. 3: 10). 
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How we long for the Prince of Peace to return to 

give to earth peace and good-will amongst men! 
SECOND. It will be a time of prosperity. Fam

ines, poverty, lack of good food, shall be things 

of the past. They belong to Man's day. The 

ground shall yield her increase. Every man shall 

sit under his vine, and under his fig tree, and no 
one shall make him afraid. "The seed shall be 
prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the 
ground shall give .her increase, and the heavens 
shall give their dew" (Zech. 8: 12). Moreover, 
God says : "For brass I will bring gold, and for 
iron I will bring silver; and for wood, brass; and 
for stones, iron" (Isa. 60: 17). All that men need 
shall be at their disposal in abundance. 

THIRD. Longevity shall be restored. It is true 
that there shall be isolated cases both of sickness 

and death, for the King shall punish thus those 
who wilfully disobey His word. This Isaiah and 
Zechariah plainly state (Isa. 65: 20; Zech. 14: 17, 
19). But, in the main, long life shall be enjoyed. 

All redeemed ones that enter the kingdom shall 

never know sickness, pain, or death. They shall 

be alive at the end of the reign and pass into the 

eternal state. There is no mention anywhere of 

a contingent in the first resurrection being raised 

out of death after the millennium. 

FOURTH. Creation shall be delivered from its 

present bondage. The curse shall be removed. 

This shall affect the lower creation also. "The 

wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the 

lion shall eat straw like the bullock." The suck-
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ing child shall play on the hole of an asp, and 

the weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka
trice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain" (Isa. 65: 25; 11: 8, 9). No 

longer shall the bee sting, the dog bite, the ser
pent smite; no longer shall man be afraid of any 
creature. 

Indeed, the blessing to creation shall extend to 
its u

t

most bounds. Both winds and waves shall 
be under control. Nevermore shall volcanoes 
belch forth their burning lava. Hurricanes and 

tornadoes, tidal waves and stormy seas, earth

quakes and earth tremors shall be unknown. The 
weather shall be perfect, with the seasons regu
lated for production of crops and t�e physical 
good of men. The Creator reigns. 

FIFTH. The kingdom shall be run by the King 

and His people. It is highly probable that Paul 
the Apostle shall be the Prime Minister, and the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb the cabinet (Matt. 
19: 28). Then shall rank next those who have 
faithfully and sacrificially and affectionately 
served their Lord. All the nations shall be under 
His benign and beneficent sway, and all shall 

have their orders from Him through His own. 

May we strive, in the short time left us, to so 

work for Jesus our Lord that in the coming day 
we shall find ourselves playing a large part in 
His world-wide administration. 

Shall I empty-handed be 

When beside the crystal sea 

I shall stand before the everlasting throne? 
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Must I have a heart of shame 

As I answer to my name, 

With no works that my Redeemer there can own? 

What regret must then be mine 

When I meet my Lord Divine, 

If I've wasted all the talents He doth lend? 

If no soul to me can say, 

"I am glad you passed my way; 

For 'twas you who told me of the sinner's Friend." 

If my gratitude I'd show 

Unto Him Who loves me so, 

Let me labor till the evening shadows fall; 
That some little gift of love 

I may bear to realms above, 

And not empty-handed be when comes the call. 

When the harvest days are past, 
Shall I hear Him say at last, 

"Welcome, toiler, I've prepared for thee a place"? 

Shall I bring Him golden sheaves, 

Ripened fruit, not faded leaves, 
When I see the blessed Saviour face to face? 



CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

THE FINAL REBELLION 

�E TRUTH of man's incurably evil nature is

inescapable. It meets us everywhere. Man has 
been weighed in the balances and found wanting. 
How patient God has been with him ! His mani
fold dispensations with him, since the Edenic 
tragedy, have but brought to light Jeremiah's 

pungent declaration : "The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked" ( ch. 

17: 9). 

Apart from redeeming grace man is lost for 
ever. How futile and fatal to believe otherwise! 
The record is emphatic, decisive. "None of them 
can by any means redeem his brother, nor give 
to God a ransom for him: (for the redemption of 

their soul is precious, and it cease th for ever)" 

(Psa. 49: 7, 8). Christ alone can meet our need. 
Attend to His own words: "I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me" (John 14: 6). Peter says the 

same thing in a different way: "Neither is there 

salvation in any other : for there is none other 

name under heave;n given among men, whereby 
we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12). 

1.36 
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Man a Rebel 

Revelation 20 is the last chapter in man's 

earthly history. The seven millenniums of time 

have not changed him. He changes not. He pos

sesses a nature which is "enmity against God, 

and is not subject to the law of God, neither in

deed can be" (Rom. 8: 7). Glance at the divine 

treatise about him as he comes out of the kingdom 
glorious. 

"And when the thousand years are expired, 
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
four quarters of the -�rth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle: .the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went 
up on the breadth of the earth, and compass the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. And the devil that deceived them 

was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false prophet are, and 

shall be tormented day and night for ever and 

ever" (Rev. 20: 7, 10). 

Man is a rebel. Unquestionably, he is under 

restraint during the one thousand years' reign 

of Christ. To rebel here is to inculcate divine 
judgment. So he yields feigned obedience. But 
when the opportune moment arrives to declare 

himself, he will spontaneously do so. 

And this opportunity comes when Satan is 

loosed from the bottomless pit. At once man 
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rallies under his flag. He takes sides with the 
Devil to make one final, desperate, determined 
effort to overthrow God's Christ. Remember how 
he put Him to death upon the tree! Remember, 
too, how he sought to make war against Him 
when He was manifested in great power and 
glory! He failed on both occasions. But he will 
try again. Will he be successful? 

World's Greatest Arm:y 

Do you inquire where Satan shall find such a 
multitude ready to fight for him against Christ? 
Briefly, he finds them everywhere. They come 
from the "four quarters of the earth."_ Most 
likely the greater number shall come from the 
farthest removed points from Jerusalem. They 
shall not be influenced in quite the same way as 
those in proximity to the reigning King. This 
shall make them comparatively easy victims to 
Satan's deception. 

Then, throughout millennial times, every child 
born shall be born in sin and shapen in iniquity. 
It shall be necessary, therefore, for each one to 
experience the new birth. Evidently, millions do 
not acknowledge Jesus as Lord, so have no such 
divine experience. This lack shall make them 
suitable material for the arch-deceiver to work 
upon. 

Again, we believe that when the curse is lifted 
from creation, fertility shall be at its peak. All 
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nature shall reproduce abundantly. And this shall 

be peculiarly true of mankind. The original pur

pose for man to "be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth" shall then be made good. 

Probably, more children shall be born in one 

millennium than in the six millenniums past. 

And the earth has. space enough for them. 

All these things together shall make possible 

the gathering of one of the world's greatest 

armies under Satan's leadership. The length of 

time allowed for all this to materialize is not 

mentioned, but it seems feasible that time to 

learn shall be given. 

The Crisis 

Then shall come the crisis. The evil determined 

shall be ready to execute. But before a blow is 
struck, the issue is settled. Whoever fought 
against ,God and won? Pharaoh tried it and was 

drowned in the depths of the sea. Balaam tried 

it and died on the battlefield. Judas tried it and 

committed suicide. Individuals have tried it and 

ignominiously perished. Men, on this occasion, 

will try it, but fire will come down from heaven 

and devour them. 

The question of questions is, "Will you try it?" 

Perhaps you have been resisting the pleadings of 

the Holy Spirit as He, in grace, has spoken to 

you about salvation. You have had to face the 

issue. Yes, you have been convicted about sin, 

about meeting God by and by, and about making 
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decision for Christ. Friend, God wants to save 

you. Listen to these solemn lines : 

There is a time, we know not when, 
A point we know not where, 

Which marks the destiny of men 
To glory or despair. 

There is a line by us unseen 
That crosses every path; 

The hidden boundary between 
God's mercy and His wrath. 

A point of time, a moment's space, 
The choice you make will tell: 

Will land you in yon heavenly place, 
Or shut you up in hell. 

Dark Outlook 

Just here man's sinful, checkered, earthly ca
reer closes. He has disputed heaven and denied 
hell. The earth has been his choice. Now he 
finds the earth slip from underneath his feet, the 
heavens roll back above his head, and the fire of 
God's judgment waiting to devour him. For him 

time is past and eternity begun. Shortly, he shall 
be where the Roman Dictator, the Antichrist, the 

Devil and his demon hosts are forever. Surely a 
dark outlook! May it never be the portion of any 
whose eyes fall upon these lines. Rather, trust 
in Christ and escape the judgment. Speak to the 
Lord these well-known lines, then rest upon the 
sure word of truth ( 1 John 5 : 13) : 
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Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou biddest me come to Thee, 

0 Lamb of God, I come! I come I 

Just as I am-Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 
0 Lamb of God, I come! I come! 



CHAPTER NINETEEN 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

� REACH THE ULTIMATE for unregenera� bu-
. manity in the solemn scene b�fore us. The world
drama is over. Men and nations have all played
their part. The curtain drops. Time is history.
It lies in the past. God's probationary periods,
too, are over. Final decisions by men have been
made. Already some have entered upon an eter
nity of unspeakable blessedness. Long since they
accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and have been in
the sweet enjoyment of sins forgiven. For them
all is well.

Alas! It is not so with the company pictured
here. For them all is anything but well. Eternity
holds no happy prospect, for in time they fol
lowed Satan instead of the Saviour. They had
regard for the present evil world and totally
disregarded the world to come. In their hearts
they said, "Not this Man, but Barabbas." Now
they must reap what they have sown. It shall be
a harvest of tears, bitterness, remorse.

The Last Judgment 

Once more the curtain lifts. Another scene is
staged. This time the "Last Judgment" is pre
sented. Its majesty is terrifying. Its solemnity
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is enough to make us shudder. Its judgment is 
righteous, irrevocable, final. Let the pen of God 
describe it: 

"And I saw a great white throne, and Him that 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God ; and the books were opened : 
and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. 

"And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every man 
according to thei� works. And death and hell 
were cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into the Lake of Fire" 
(Rev. 20: 11 to 15). 

The One who sits upon the Throne as Judge is 
God. Herein is the mystery of mysteries! Jesus, 
the Son of Man, to whom all judgment is com
mitted, is God. Behold in Him absolute Deity 
and perfect humanity! His unveiled face makes 
heaven and earth to flee. Oh, the fierceness of 
His glory! How shall puny, sinful man stand in 
His presence? 

Sun of Righteousness 

Beloved, this is the One whom men brutally 
murdered upon a tree. His treatment at their 
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hands is best told out in the way they left Him. 
"His visage was marred more than any man, and 
His form more than the sons of men" (Isa. 52: 
14). But all is changed. Now His face shines 
brighter than the sun in meridian strength. 

Centuries ago this "Sun of Right.eousness" 
crossed the pathway of Saul with healing in His 
wings. At once Saul's darkness was dispelled and 
he was introduced into wonderful light. Though 
highly educated, with a good religious training 
and an exemplary life, for the first time he was 
able to say with the blind man, "This one thing 
I _know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see" 
(John 9: 25). And it did more! That light 
blinded him to things earthly. From henceforth 
his motto was, "For me to live is Christ" (Phil. 
1 : 21) . Somehow he seems to send over the ether 
these words : 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face : 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

Do You Recognize Some) 

Quickly the criminals are brought before the 
bar. Death and Hell deliver up their dead. Who 
are they? These are those that have died in their 
sins, that haye not been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb. Their bodies have been resurrected; 
their souls brought out of the unseen world of 
torment. And now they stand before the Throne, 
spirit, soul, and body to be judged. 
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Look at them. Single them out. Do you recog

nize some? Yes, there are those antediluvians 

that perished in the flood. The Sodomites and 

Gomorrites that burned in the fire and brimstone 

are quickly identified. A closer look individualizes 

a Cain, the one who murdered his brother and 

laughed to scorn the God who sought his salva

tion. There is Balaam, the one who heeded not 

the divine warnings. Judas, too, can be seen. He 
sold his Lord for thirty pieces of silver, then 

committed suicide. Look closer, friend. Do you 
notice anyone from your immediate district? Say, 
friend, will you be there? Will you be amongst 

this godless, Christless, abominable mass of cor
rupted humanity? 

Another Chance;, 

Now, the Judge investigates. The books are 
opened. They contain the record of every person. 
"And the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to 

their works." Personal accountability to God is 
proclaimed. Impossible to charge another, even 
the Devil, for the rejection of Christ. Excuses ! 
None shall be offered, let alone accepted. An

other chance to be saved! It's a lie of the Devil. 

The slightest suggestion, the faintest glimmer of 
hope, of another chance is certainly not here. 

Nor is it anywhere in the Book of God. 
The day of priceless opportunity is forever 

past. Those before this throne of inflexible jus

tice are being judged so that their punishment 
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for eternity might be righteously pronounced. 
The Bible teaches that there shall be degrees of 
punishment in the Lake of Fire. Those that have 
sinned few times shall have few stripes: those 
that have sinned many sins shall be made to suf
fer many stripes. But all will suffer. And they 
will suffer throughout eternity. 

Life's Eternal Book 

Then comes into the open "The Book of Life." 
Herein are the names of all that have trusted 
Christ. In life they had taken their place as 
guilty, hell-deserving sinners and confessed that 
the blood of Jesus alone could cleanse them from 
all sin. Then grace saved! Yes. As the hymn 
puts it: 

'Twas grace that wrote my name 
In life's eternal book: 

'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb, 

Who all my sorrows took. 

Saved by grace alone, 
This is all my plea: 

Jesus died for all mankind, 
And Jesus died for me. 

A diligent search shall suffice to prove that not 
one of this countless multitude has his name 
there. Still no one expected that it was. But no 
suspicion of injustice shall ever be left upon a 
doomed and damned person's mind. How thor
ough the investigation! How just the sentence! 
How terrible the prospect! 
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Everlasting Dwelling-place 

Watch the proceedings now! The trial is over. 
Every man has bowed his head in solemn assent 
of the just verdict of the Judge. Then begins the 
movement of this throng of condemned rebels. 
The power that has suspended them in space 
throughout the proceedings conveys them out
side a universe of bliss, away from the sound of 
angelic choirs, the singing of heaven's redeemed 
hosts, and the glories of the eternal city. Farther 
and farther they are moved till at last they reach 
their everlasting dwelling-place. Where is it? 
Ah! friend, if unconverted, take it in. It is the 
Lake of Fire ... the Lake which burns with fire 
and brimstone. It is the Outer Darkness . . . 
the blackness of darkness. 

Words fail us. Our hearts are smitten with the 
awfulness of the scene. Our fellows, with whom 
we ate, drank, worked, and slept, may be num
bered here. Our whole being breaks forth into 
prayer to God, and our voices burst out in a 
passionate appeal to our unsaved friends, that 
this catastrophe might be averted. And this is 
possible. For, says Jesus, "Whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life" (John 3: 16). 

And now we leave the unconverted. This is the 
last "good-bye" in the Bible. "The fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the Lake of 
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Fire which burneth with fire and brimstone: which 

is the second death" (Rev. 21: 8). Here "The last 

enemy that shall be destroyed is death" (1 Cor. 

15 : 26) . Then shall be introduced the new heaven 

and the new earth, a scene in which God shall 

rest for ever and ever. 



CHAPTER TWENTY 

THE NEW HEAVEN 

and the NEW EARTH 

LE DRAMA OF WORLD EVENTS IS ENDED. God's 
objective is now reached. At long last He is able 
to bring in a scene where righteousness shall 
dwell, and where He shall be all in all. From 
henceforth "the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and He will dwell with them, and they shall be 
His people, and God Himself shall be with them, 
and be their God" (Rev. 21 : 3). 

Three apostles mention the scene in which re
deemed humanity and holy angels shall everlast
ingly dwell. They are Peter, Paul, and John. 
Each presents a different viewpoint. Peter re
lates that fire shall be employed to burn out every 
root of evil that there might be a universe where 
righteousness shall dwell. Paul reveals that this 
perfected creation shall be handed back by Christ 
to God that He might be all in all. John remarks 
upon the permanency of new creation conditions. 

We listen to Peter. "Seeing then that all these 
things shall be dissolved, what manner of per
sons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness. Looking for and hasting unto the com-
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ing of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved and the elements shall 

melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, accord

ing to His promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 
Pet. 3: 11, 13). 

Baptism b}} Fire 

There has always been a great deal of contro
versy amongst theologians as to whether this fire 
is literal or figurative. Whichever it is, one thing 
we are sure about is that fire is indicative of the 
holiness of God. "Our God is a consuming fire." 
He cannot tolerate sin of any kind. "Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look 
on iniquity" (Hab. 1: 13). 

At the Berna every saint shall have his works 
tried by fire to prove what sort it is (1 Cor. 3: 

13). Everything that partakes of the wood, hay 
or stubble character shall be consumed; but all 
that is like unto gold, silver, or precious stones 
shall abide and secure a reward. Then the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven in flaming 

fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 1: 7, 9). This act takes 

place at His appearing. Finally, at the end of 
the millennium, the rebellious nations shall be 
devoured by fire (Rev. 20: 9). 

We may be assured, in the light of these things, 

that creation, after its baptism by fire, shall re ... 



150 MARANATHA! 

turn to its pristine beauty and glory. With the 

instigator and propagator of all evil, and all his 

satellite hosts, both demons and unconverted 

humans, in the Lake of Fire, there shall not be 

the slightest possibility of sin entering this Home 

of the Eternal Trinity. The whole scene shall be 

brought into the benefits and blessings of Christ's 
redeeming blood, His resurrection power, and His 

media to rial work. 

ThJ} Kingdom Come 

This brings us to Paul's account. "Then cometh 
the end, when He shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall 
have put down all rule and all authority and 
power. For He must reign, till He hath put all 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death. For He hath put all 
things under His feet. But when He saith all 
things are put under Him, it is manifest that He 
is excepted, which did but put all things under 
Him. And when all things shall be subdued unto 
Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject 
unto Him that put all things under Him, that 
God may be all in all" (1 Cor. 15: 24 to 28). 

Eternity opens magnificently, majestically. 
The blight, the divorcing effect of sin, is forever 
removed from creation above and below. Heaven 
and earth are reconciled. The entire scene radi
ates the glory of God. It is suitable for God. He 
shall be able to rest, and to rejoice, for eternity. 
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And now the resurrected Christ, having brought 

the whole creation on to resurrection ground, 

delivers it to God that He might be all in all. 

Dr. Campbell Morgan writes illuminatingly on 

this act: "There is a sense in which He will reign 

through all the ages, but not in mediatorial fash

ion. His reign today is that of the Messiah; that 

is, the One in whom the offices of King and Priest 

merge. When the priestly function is perfectly 

fulfilled, then His mediatorial reign will end, and 

He will deliver up the Kingdom to His Father, 
with whom He was and is and will be eternally 
associated. The vital connection between that 
and the resurrection is revealed in the statement 
that: 'The last enemy that shall be abolished is 

death.' 

"He was the Firstfruits of resurrection; and 
the ultimate harvest will be the destruction of 
death completely, when He has put down all rule 
a�d authority and power, when all the forces 
exalting themselves against the Kingship of God 

are subdued, abolished. The assurance therefore 
of the ultimately perfected kingdom being deliv

ered to God is found not in the fact that He died, 
though that was the way of its restitution, but 
that He rose from the dead. The resurrection of 
our Lord therefore assures us of the ultimate 
answer to the prayer which He taught us to pray: 

'Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven.' 
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"When that hour of ultimate triumph comes, 
He will deliver up the Kingdom to God, that God 
may be all and in all. 

"There are times when it seems difficult to 
believe that such a consummation will ever be 
reached. If we simply examine situations, and 
consider human consultations and· the breakdown 
of human conferences, there would seem to be 
little hope. How then do we know that there 
must be such victory? We know it because He 
rose from the dead. That resurrection, the most 
stupendous supernatural wonder in all human 
history, is the ratification of the faith that His 
reign will at last bring in a perfect Kingdom, 
and restore completely in human history and 
experience the reign of God." 

The N en, Heaven and N en, Earth 

John brings the last word on this theme: "And 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed a way; 
and there was no more sea. And I John saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a great voice out 
of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people, and God Himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry-
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ing, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. And He that sat 
upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things 
new. And He said unto me, Write: for these 
words are true and faithful. And He said unto 
me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the be
ginning and the end. I will give unto him that 
is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things ; and I will be his God and he shall be 
My son" (Rev. 21: 1 to 7). 

Grand reading this! Somehow it overawes and 
overpowers us. It seems too good to be true. And 
yet, beloved, we shall soon be there. Ere this day 
closes we may be within the celestial mansions to 
bask in the sunlight of the divine favor. What 
awaits us is told in the verses of these last two 
chapters of this wonderful Book. Seven things 
are prominent. 

"There shall be no more sea" (ch. 21: 1). The 
sea, which divides, shall be abolished. Many to
day understand this in a very real way. What 
would they not give to cross the oceans, and the 
seas, to be in the company of their loved ones ! 
This mighty barrier forbids. Faith and patience 
are called upon that we may enjoy perfect peace 
in the circumstance. And these may be ours as 
we "come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need" (Heb. 4: 16). 

The sea shall be done away by and by. Fellow
ship shall be enjoyed in a perfect way. Nothing 
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shall ever divide us from one another. Indeed, 
those elements of misunderstandings, jealousies, 
backbitings, pride, and evil speakings-of which 
the sea may also suggest-shall be unknown. 
May we learn to so live that those things shall 
not hinder our fellowship with fellow-saints 
today. 

"There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 

nor crying" (Rev. 21: 4). The Lord's coming 
shall introduce us into the good and gain of 
these blessings. It shall be the earnest of new 
creation conditions. Death shall give place to 
life; sorrow to gladness; and all tears shall be 
wiped away. Then shall all saints be like the 
family in Bethany. With Jesus in the midst we 
shall commune like Lazarus, serve like Martha, 
and worship like Mary (John 12: 1, 3). 

"There shall be no more pain" (Rev. 21: 4). All 
physical weaknesses shall be eliminated. Every 
saint shall be like Jesus both physically and mor
ally. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" ( 1 
John 3: 2, 3). 

Afflicted child of God, this is a message of 
cheer to you. Remember, you are not going to 
endure pain forever. Presently you shall be 
changed and never again feel one tinge of pain. 
That· will be wonderful. So accept your trouble 
as from the Lord, seek His glory meantime, and 
wait patiently for the promised deliverance. 
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"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 

more" (Rev. 7: 16). Since this is the portion of 
those who pass through the great tribulation into 
the earthly kingdom of Christ, which shall not 
reach the state of perfection, how much more 
true of those who are made to dwell in the new 
heaven and new earth? The Tree of Life, which 
is in the midst of the Paradise of God, shall be
come our food for ever. That tree is Christ. He 
shall satisfy us abundantly. 

Faith reasons that if Christ can satisfy the 
soul throughout eternal ages, He is able to satisfy 
it throughout time. 

"There shall be no night there" (Rev. 21: 25). 
Those sinister powers of darkness have already 
been consigned to the Lake of Fire. For ever
more the glory of God and the Lamb shall pro
vide the light. Here no shadow of darkness shall 
ever fall. We shall "walk in the light, as God is 
in the light,�' and shall have fellowship one with 
another. And in His light we shall see light. See
ing through the glass darkly shall be past. Then 
shall we know even as also we are known. 

"There shall be no more curse" (Rev. 22: 3). 
How could there be? The Lamb, · in the midst of 
the throne, bears the marks of that tree where 
He was made a curse for us ( Gal. 3 : 13). He also 
wore the emblem of the curse in that crown of 
thorns. As that crown has been replaced by the 
Crown of glory, so the curse has been borne and 
the blessing of God made possible for redeemed 
men and creation. Sometimes we sing: 
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Death and the curse were in our cup; 
0 Christ, 'twas full for Thee: 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
'Tis empty now for me-

Death's bitter cup-Love drank it up, 
Now blessing� draught for me. 

"There shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi
nation, or maketh a lie" (Rev. 21: 27). This a 

scene of perfect purity, intrinsic righteousness, 

infinite holiness, and ineffable love. It is the re

flection of all that God is. 

How wonderful that we should be there! Were 
we not once poor, guilty, undone sinners? Were 
we not once clothed in filthy rags and fit only for 
hell? Yes, indeed ! But Jesus made the differ
ence. He entered our lives, cleansed us by His 
blood, clothed us with the robe of righteousness, 
gave us His Holy Spirit, and finally brought us 
home to Himself. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto 
us, but unto Thy Name give we glory, for Thy 
mercy, and for Thy truth's sake" (Psalm 115: 1). 

Christian, look up I The dawn will soon be breaking, 
The glorious dawn of which God's Word doth tell: 

Though wars increase-and all the earth is shaking, 
Fear not, look up t await Immanuel. 

Soon thou shalt see the Risen Lord of Glory. 
Oh what a sunrise will His advent be I 

Till then proclaim the precious Gospel story: 
Redemption through the Lamb of Calvary. 

Christian, look up I Soon will be past for ever 
Thy pilgrim journey through this vale of tears; 
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A home awaits thee-built by Christ the Saviour; 

No night is there, no pain, no death, no fears. 
With loved ones thou again wilt be united, 

No more to say Good by; no more to part; 
The flowers of Eden by no frosts are blighted; 

0 Blessed Hope I Christian, look up I Take heart. 

Christian, look up! When dawns that glorious morrow, 
Thy every burden thou wilt soon for get; 

Now with Christ's Gospel comfort those in sorrow; 
So many eyes today with tears are wet. 

Thy way is dark, but Christ the Light supernal 
Will bide with thee till thy last pilgrim mile; 

Soon thou wilt sup with Him, the King eternal; 
0 Blessed Hope, Christian, look up, and smile. 

·Days of Eternity

The consummation reached, we shall enjoy 
everlastingly: 

Perfect Sinlessness.�"There shall be no more 

curse.'' 
Perfect Authority.-"The throne of God and of 

the Lamb shall be in it." 
Perfect Obedience.-"His servants shall serve 

Him." 
Perfect Communion. - "They shall see His 

face." 

Perfect Consecration.-"His Name shall be in 

their foreheads." 

Perfect Delight. - "There shall be no night 
there." 

Perfect Reign.-"They shall reign for ever and 
ever." 
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One final word. John beholds "the city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heav

en," and hears a voice saying, "The tabernacle 

of God is with men." This surely is the end to 

which God has been working! Now His heart's 

desire is gratified. Now He shall be free to show 

to us the exceeding riches of His grace through
out the ages of the ages. What revelations await 
us! Our God shall discover Himself, in all the 
infinite variety of His glories, to our waiting and 
worshipping hearts. Then, too, our capacities 
shall be enlarged so as to apprehend, and appre
ciate in full, all that He shall reveal. So, as the 
days of eternity roll along in their unspent 
courses, we shall always experience an overflow
ing cup. As the poet beautifully says : 

There is no weeping there; all tears 
Are wiped from every eye; 

The memory of time's short years 
A wakes no heavy sigh; 

All faces are with joy more bright 
Than morning in its richest light. 

There are no longings there; desire 
Is satisfied at last; 

The wish that fanned hope's cheering fire, 
With all its flames, is past, 

Him, Whom they loved unseen, they see, 

To love for all eternity. 

There are no partings there; the deep, 
Sad, tearful· word "Good-bye" 

Wrings not the heart, nor makes it keep 
The watch of tear and sigh, 

For friend meets friend, and heart meets heart 

With purer love no more to part. 
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Yea, wondrous fair, surpassing bright 
The promised rest above; 

Where Thou, Lord Jesus, are its light, 
Its glory, and its love-

"All, and in all, 0 blessed Lord!" 

Sufficient for me is the Word. 
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