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PREFACE 

I
T is with a deep sense of gratitude to God that I send
forth this companion book to the one so recently 

published called "The Great Tribulation." 

In the first book special attention is drawn to the 
times, places, persons, and battles that shall be in 
prominence during the Great Tribulation period. In 
this book, whilst noting some of the major features 
mentioned, the leading thought is to answer the ques
tion, "Will the Church escape the Great Tribulation?" 

Everywhere men's hearts are failing them for fear. 
Wars and rumors of wars are the order of the day. 
There is hardly a home in the world but is affected in 
some way or other by world conditions. Sorrow and 
suffering are reaching gigantic proportions. There 
seems to be no trace of peace anywhere. And yet there 
is! It is in the hearts of God's believing children. How 
this has been experienced in war-tom cities! One 
writes saying: "We have had seven nights of the 
'Blitz,' with bombs falling all around, houses being 
demolished, and, worse still, with neighbors being killed 
and injured, and yet we experienced that 'peace which 
passeth all understanding.' " Such is the matchless 
goodness of God. 

The future holds nothing bright for the world. The 
Great Tribulation with all its terror awaits it. For the 
Christian, however, this need hold no fear. He may 
pursue his daily duties and fulfil his God-given obliga
tions, ever keeping in· mind that before this unprece
dented trial comes he will be in glory. To elucidate 
this thought this book has been written. May the Holy 
Spirit bless its pages to every reader. Thus shall the 
writer be satisfied. 

Yours in happy service, 

GAVIN HAMILTON. 



IS THE TRIBULATION 

APPROACHING? 

M
OMENTOUS questions fill the mind to

day. Men are asking: "Is peace a thing 
of the past, something our fore bears 

enjoyed in measure, but is withdrawn from us 
and from the generations to come? Must we 
resign ourselves to endure hardships, sorrows, 
and wars? Is the world becoming less inviting 
for its inhabitants?" 

"Careless seems the Great Avenger; 

History's pages but record 

One death-grapple in the darkness, 

'Twixt old systems and the Word. 

Truth for ever on the scaffold: 

Wrong for ever on the Throne: 

But that scaffold sways the future; 

And, behind the dim unknown, 

Standeth God, within the shadow, 

Keeping watch above His own." 

There is the growing conviction that there 
can be no real peace in the world so long as 
totalitarianism exists. It would be impossible 
for nations to survive under such rule. Such 
powers are brutal, tyrannical, anti-God. They 
oppose the fundamental principles upon which 
civilization rests. Their confiscation of prop
erties and moneys, their control of all their sub
jects, their concentration camps for the inno
cent, and their anti-Semitic and anti-Christian 
propaganda remind us of the dark ages. 

President Roosevelt said: "No man can tame 
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a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can 
be no appeasement with ruthlessless. Ther� 
can be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb. 
We know now that we can have peace only at 
the price of total surrender." The prediction 
of a better world after the aggressor nations 
are subjugated need not be taken too seriously. 
The same hope prevailed after th� last world
war. World-statesmen then called into exist
ence the "League of Nations," advocated dis
armament everywhere, and ruled that all dis
putes between nations be settled amicably 
around the table, and not on the battlefield. The 
idea was splendid had man not been sinful. But 
man himself is the trouble. Time has proved 
this. Once more the ravages of war are at 
work. And so, without being pessimistic, but 
simply facing and frankly acknowledging facts, 
the same failure may be expected again. His
tory has established the Biblical fact that man 
has no place for God or His Christ. He believes 
himself capable of bringing in a new world. 

Mr. J.B. Priestly (noted English Journalist) 
in introducing a public discussion on "God and 
the War," conducted through the medium of 
the "News Chronicle," says: "Our task in the 
forties is not only to fight these Nazis and their 
like, but also the world that produced them, 
and all the tendencies in ourselves that link us 
to them. We have seen to what Hell a godless, 
despairing world can take us. It has been shown 
us quite clearly. Therefore it is our duty now 
to fight on and on until we have changed the 
world." 

6 



One American statesman asserts that, "In 
the next decades either a fairer world than 

mankind has yet known or a world black with 
tyranny and strewn with death will come into 
being under the shadow of wings." 

Listen also to President Roosevelt as he 

speaks to Congress thus : "In the future days, 
which we seek to make secure, we look for
ward to a world founded upon four essential 
human freed oms. 

"The first is freed om of speech and expres
sion--everyw here in the world. 

"The second is freedom of every person to 
worship God in his own way-everywhere in 
the world. 

"The third is freedom from want, which, 
translated into world terms, means economic 
understandings which will secure to every na-
tion a healthy, peace-time life for its inhabi
tantsa..-everywhere in the world. 

''The fourth is freedom from fear, which, 
translated into world terms, means a world
wide reduction of armaments to such a point, 
and in such a thorough fashion, that no nation 
will be in a position to commit an act of physi
cal aggression against any neighbor any
where in the world." 

Compare the above statements with the pro
phetic world-program outlined by Christ: "Ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. Nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom : and there shall be famines, and pes
tilences, and earthquakes, in divers places ..• 
for then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
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not from the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those 
days should be shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved. . . . And there shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars, and up
on the earth, distress of nations, with perplex
ity : the sea and the waves roaring; men's 
hearts failing them for fear, and looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth." 

Whom shall we believe? The President who 
sees a vision of a no-distant millennium, and 
who declared that he had given "a definite 
basis for a kind of world attainable in our 
own time and generation;" or the Christ who 
pictures the future as the worst in world his
tory? Surely we accept without reservation, 
the word of our Lord. · His Word, like Himself, 
never fails. He alone can bring in the four 
human freedoms ref erred to, and will do so 
ultimately, but that time is not yet. It lies 
beyond man's day which shall terminate in a 
veritable holocaust. 

World conditions gradually become worse. 
Unprecedented trials stare us in the face. 
There is no possible escape. And the whole 
root-cause is man's violent opposition to God 
and His Christ. The Psalmist, in realistic 
language, proclaims : "Why do the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against His anointed, saying, 'Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us' " (Ps. 2 : 1-3) . 
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It is this rebellion against God's Christ that 

introduces a period of time described as, "The 

Tribulation, the Great One." This will be lim

ited to three-and-a-half years, variously re

vealed as forty-and-two months, one thousand 

two hundred and sixty days, and a time, times, 

and half-a-time (See Dan. 7: 25; 9: 27; Rev. 

11: 2; 12: 14; 13: 4). It actually begins in 

the middle of Daniel's seventieth week, cul

minates in the battle of Armageddon, and is 

terminated at the return of the King of kings. 

The progress of events no power on earth can 
stay. We hasten toward world-wide conflagra

tion. Beyond this, however, the Judge will 
appear to terminate all evil and cause the right 
to reign. 

"The world is very evil; 

The times are waxing late; 

Be sober and keep vigil; 

The Judge is at the gate-

The Judge that comes in mercy, 

The Judge that comes with might, 

To terminate the evil, 

To diadem the right." 
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TRIBULATION SCE'NES 

AND ACTORS 

M
OMENTOUS events characterize the 

opening scenes of this time of unparal

leled suffering. It is quite necessary 

for us to understand them. This will save 

from riotous thinking and clarify the prophetic 

program revealed in the Scriptures. It will 

also help to place the coming Dictators and 

their respective confederacies in their proper 

positions and to see how each plays his part 

perfectly. Nine major events are scheduled 

for the middle of the prophetic week. 
FIRST: The expulsion of Satan and his satel

lite hosts from the heavenlies. "And there was 
war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 

against the Dragon; and the Dragon fought 

and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was 

their place found any more in heaven. And 

the great Dragon was cast out, that old Ser
pent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiv

eth the whole world: he was cast out into the 

earth, and his angels were cast out with him" 

(Rev. 12: 7, 8). This expulsion was foreseen 

and forecast by the Saviour. He said to the 

seventy disciples, "I beheld Satan as lightning 

fall from heaven" (Luke 10: 18). 

SECOND : The Satanic characteristics of the 

Roman Empire. Before this time the Empire 
will have been formed, consisting of ten kings 

and ten kingdoms with a Roman Super-man as 

Dictator. Evidently, it is not then fully Devil
possessed. This condition obtains only at the 
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beginning of the second three-and-a-half year 
period. "The beast which thou sawest was, 
and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottom
less pit" (Rev. 17: 8). "Power was given unto 
him (the Roman Dictator) to continue forty
and-two months" (Rev. 13: 5). "And he shall 
speak great words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
think to change times and laws: and they shall 
be given into his hand until a time and times 
and the dividing of time" (Dan. 7: 25). 

THIRD: The manifestation of Antichrist as 
God. "Let no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day"-the day of the Lord-"shall not 
come, except there come a falling a way first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is worship
ped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of 
God, shewing himself that he is God" (2 Thess. 
2: 3, 4). This incident is mentioned by both 
Daniel and the Lord Jesus (Dan. 12: 11; Matt. 
24: 15). It is called the "Abomination of Des
olation." 

FOURTH: The overthrow of Babylon. This 
unholy world-wide system is the subject matter 
of two full chapters in the Book of the Revela
tion (chaps. 17, 18). Her description is "Mys
tery, Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the earth!" For a consid
erable time she rules the Roman Empire. This, 
however, is most unpalatable. The Dictator 
allows it on sufferance. At the psychological 
moment, "The ten horns . . . shall hate the 
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whore, and shall make her desolate, and naked, 

and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire" 

(Rev. 17: 16). This act will pave the way for 

the Roman Dictator to claim the worship of all 
his subjects. "They worshipped the Beast, 

saying, 'Who is like· unto the Beast? Who is 

able to make war with him?' " (Rev. 13: 4). 

Here arises a difficulty which confuses many. 
The question asked is, "Are there two men to 

receive worship and homage from creatures?" 
The answer is, "Yes." The two men are the 
Roman Dictator and the Antichrist. During 
this time the Trinity of Evil will be revealed 
to offset the Holy Trinity. The Roman Dictator 
will accept the place of God the Father: the 
Antichrist will declare himself God the Son: 
and the Devil, then cast down to earth, will ape 
God, the Holy Spirit. Necessarily, then, these 
two men will claim the worship of their many 
subjects. 

FIFTH : The cessation of the Jewish sacrifices 
in the Jerusalem temple. Both the Roman 
Dictator and the Antichrist will have a hand 
in this affair. When it is done and the "Abom
ination of Desolation" is set up in the temple, 
then the Jewish believers will read the sign and 
flee for safety. It is the precursor of the com
ing storm (see Dan. 9: 27; Matt. 24: 15). 

SIXTH : The King of the North shall come 

down upon the land of Palestine in blitzkreig 

style. "And at the time of the end shall the 

King of the South push at him: and the King 
of the North shall come against him like a 

whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
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and with many ships; and he shall enter into 

the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 

He shall enter also into the glorious land, and 

many countries shall be overthrown : but these 

shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and 

Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 

He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the 

countries : and the land of Egypt shall not 

escape. But he shall have power over the treas

ures of gold and of silver, and over all the 

precious things of Egypt : and the Libyans and 

the Ethiopians shall be at his steps" (Dan. 11: 

40-43) ; "And the Lord shall utter His voice

before His army : for His camp is very great:

for He is strong that executeth His word: for

the day of the Lord is great and very terrible;

and who can abide it?" (Joel 2: 11); "Proclaim

ye this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, wake

up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw

near; let them come up : beat your plowshares

into swords, and your pruninghooks into
spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Assem

ble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and

gather yourselves together round about:

thither cause thy mighty ones to come down,

0 Lord. Let the heathen be wakened, and come

up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will

I sit to judge all the heathen round about.

Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe:

come, get you down; for the press is full, the

fats overflow; for their wickedness is great.

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of de

cision: for the day of the Lord is near in the

valley of decision" (Joel 3: 9-14).
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It may be well, at this juncture, to differen
tiate between these afore-mentioned personal
ities. They do not set forth one and the same 
person, though each is described in almost, 
but not altogether, identical language. In many 
ways they must be alike, for they are super ... 
men, devil-controlled, possessing military 
genius and with personalities, both dynamic 
and magnetic. They may be distinguished 
thus: 

The Roman Dictator is the little horn (Dan. 
7: 8), "the Prince that shall come" (Dan. 9: 
26), and the Beast out of the sea (Rev. 13). 
Italy is his country and Rome his capital. 

The Antichrist is the King of the Jews (Dan. 
11: 36), the man of the earth (Ps. 10), and 
the second Beast which comes up out of the 
land (Rev. 13). Palestine is his country and 
J e·rusalem his capital. 

The King of the North is the "Little Horn" 
of Daniel (8, 9). He comes up out of the four 
horns, or the four kingdoms, which came from 
Alexander's Grecian Empire. The little horn 
historically was Antiochus Epiphanes. Every
where in Scripture the prophetic King of the 
North is identified with this historical figure. 
We conclude that Syria is his country and 
Damascus his capital. 

SEVENTH : ,The Roman Empire comes to the 
assistance of the beleaguered Jewish nation 
suffering from the rape of the Assyrians. This 
demonstrates the solidarity and complete 
agreement between the Roman and Palestinian 
Governments. There ia no suggestion any-
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where of the Roman Dictator breaking the 

covenant with the Jews. Indeed, he brings 
his forces against the invading Assyrians, as 

well as against the combined forces from the 

East. Here it is that the Western forces are 
overwhelmingly routed. What a blow to the 

pride which a short time before had said, "Who 
is like unto the Beast? Who is able to make 

war with him?" It only needs the Lord Jesus 
to appear in great power and glory to com

plete the divine retribution upon the Roman 
Emperor, the Antichrist, and their armies 
(Rev. 19). 

EIGHTH : The coming of the Kings of th� 
East. It is at this time that the river Eu
phrates is miraculously dried up. This will 
facilitate and expedite matters for those East
ern armies to join the Assyrian army already 
in the land of Palestine. We read that the sixth 
angel which had the trumpet was commanded: 
"Loose the four angels which are bound in the 
great river Euphrates .... And the sixth angel 
poured out his vial upon the great river Eu
phrates; and the water thereof was dried up, 
that the way of the Kings of the East might be 
prepared" (Rev. 9: 14; 16: 12). It is this 
Apocalyptic revelation which throws light upon 
Daniel's statement : "And his power shall be 
mighty, but not by his own power" (Dan. 8: 
24). 

The returning Christ will not only deal with 
the Roman Confederacy but with the Assyrian 
also. He is brought into the Assyrian desert 
where he is dealt with retributively by Christ. 
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"But I will remove far off from you the north
ern army, and will drive him into a land barren 

and desolate, with his face toward the east sea, 

and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and 
his stink shall come up, and his ill-savor shall 
come up, because he hath done great things" 

(Joel 2: 20). 
NINTH: The judgment upon the apostate 

Jewish nation that returned to Palestine, ac
knowledging and worshipping the Antichrist. 
In the land of Palestine and throughout the 
world at this time there will be a believing 
Jewish remnant, which will suffer terribly at 
the hand of the Roman power as well as at 
that of the Antichrist. They will be the "un
desirables" everywhere. Those living in the 
land will suffer the brunt of this great tribu
lation. "Then shall they deliver you up to be 
afflicted, and shall kill you : and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for My name's sake. And 
then shall many be off ended, and shall betray 
one another, and shall hate one another. And 
many false prophets shall rise, and shall de
ceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, 
the love of many shall wax cold. But he that 
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved" (Matt. 24: 9-13). 

Up to the present time, and we are almost 
half-way through the twentieth century, not 
one of the things mentioned has taken place; 
but the time of their fulfilment is at hand. Our 
hearts anticipate the day, however, when the. 
One who died upon the cross, who rose in tri
umph from the dead, and who is now at the 
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right hand of the Father, will return to trans
late His own to glory, and later, at His appear
ing, bring to an end "Man's day." Then shall 
Satan's head be bruised, Creation be made to 
rest, Israel be brought into the divine favor, 

and all nations be blessed. 

These things present to the people of God a 
real challenge. They call for absolute conse
cration to Christ. They call for a compassion 
for the lost. They call for more and still more 
devoted service. Souls are perishing all around 
us for the lack of the knowledge we possess. 
Shall we leave them thus while we pass on to 
glory? 

"Shall we whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high: 

Shall we, to men benighted, 

The lamp of life deny? 

Salvation! 0 Salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 

Till earth's remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah's Name." 
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THE SETTING OF 'IHE 

TRIBULATION 

S
PECIFIC mention of "the tribulation, the 

great one," is set forth in, at least, five 
different scriptures. To understand what 

it is, how long it will last, where it will be ex

perienced most fiercely, and those people con

cerned in it, we will turn to these different 
scriptures. 

Jeremiah's Prediction 

"For, lo, the days come, saith the Lord: and 
I will cause them to return to the land that 
I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it. And these are the words that the Lord 
spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 
For thus saith the Lord: We have heard a voice 
of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye 

now, and see whether a man doth travail with 
child? Wherefore do I see every man with his 

hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and 

all faces are turned into paleness? Alas ! for 

that day is great, so that none is like it: it is 

even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall 

be saved out of it. For it shall come to pass. 

in that day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will 
break his yoke from off thy neck, and will 

burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more 

serve themselves of him: but they shall serve 

the Lord their God, and David their King, 

whom I will raise up unto them. Therefore fear 

thou not, 0 My servant Jacob, saith the Lord; 
neither be dismayed, 0 Israel: for, lo, I wilf 

save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land 
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of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and 
shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall 
make him afraid" (Jer. 30: 1-10). 

Three things are prominent here ; First : 
Israel is back in Palestine. Secopd: the trouble 
concerns Isr.ael. It is called, "Jacob's trouble;" 
a time of unprecedented, unparalleled suffering. 
Third : Israel shall be delivered, their enemies 
defeated, and they shall possess the land under 
the sovereignty of their Messiah. 

Daniel's Intimation 

"And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standeth for the chil
dren of thy people : and ther.e shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time: and at that 
time thy people shall be delivered, every one 
that shall be found written in the book. And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt. And 
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever" 
(Dan. 12: 1-3). 

The connection here with John's revelation 
is apparent. "And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven. And the great 
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his 
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angels were cast out with him" (Rev. 12: 7-9). 
The purpose of God for Israel is back of all 

His dealings. Satan will be allowed to afflict 
the nation as in the case of Job and of the 
three Hebrews of Daniel's day, but the affliction 
will serve to purify. The dross, "the apostate 
part of the nation," shall be taken away, whilst 
the pure gold shall be retained. Deliverance 
is promised those whose names are written in 
"The Book," whether they be in Palestine, or 
amongst the nations. All that have been faith
ful to the absent King will be given rewards 
which will determine their place in the coming 
world-wide administration. 

Jesus' Declaration 

The Olivet Discourse divides itself into three 
distinct sections. It portrays Israel (Matt. 24 : 
4-44); Christendom (chap. 24: 33-25: 30),
and the nations (chap. 25: 31-46), in relation
to the appearing in glory of the Son of Man.
Naturally, it is in the Jewish section that the
truth concerning the Great Tribulation is men

tioned. The time element is specially notied,

"When ye therefore shall see the abomination

of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place ( whoso readeth, let him

understand)" (chap. 24 :15). This is the signal

to the true believers in Christ to flee unto the

mountains.

John's Revelation 

The Apocalyptic seer in Revelation 7 beholds 
two companies. The first is the Jewish com
pany, numbering 144,000. The other is the 
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Gentile company, an innumerable host. The 
former is sealed before the tribulation begins, 
so that divine preservation may be theirs 

throughout its course. The latter is seen after 

the tribulation ends. The two companies pre

served are seen to enter the earthly kingdom. 

"Therefore are they before the throne of God, 

and serve Him day and night in His temple: 

and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 

among them ... For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 

lead them unto living fountains of waters: and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" 
(Rev. 7: 1.5-17). 

The seven Asiatic Churches referred to in 
Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, were addressed 

for a twofold purpose. First: that each might 
benefit locally by the revelation given. Second: 
to set forth, in panorama, the history of the 
Church, from the first century to the coming 

of Christ as Judge. The seven stages are quite 
easily traced. Ephesus answers to conditions 

in the first century. Smyrna answers to the 
period of the ten persecutions. Pergamos an

swers to the time of Constantine. Thyatira 

answers to the rise of the Papacy and the 

"Dark Ages." Sardis answers to the Reforma

tion. Philadelphia answers to those faithful 

ones who have left the ranks of Modernism. 

Laodicea answers to the days in which we live 

and carries us forward to the time of the end. 

The Ckurc•h' s Preservation 

To the Philadelphian church this promise 
was given : "Because thou hast kept the word 
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of My patience, I also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth" (Rev. 3: 10). It clearly means that 
the Church, composed of all true believers, 
shall be taken out of the world before the-Great 
Tribulation begins. This shall be when "the 

Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to me�t the Lord-in the air, and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord" ( 1 Thess. 
4:16,17). 

"This is a specific declaration, that, as the 
result of waiting for Him, the Church should 
be kept from that grievous affliction of the 
world; and not only from it, but from 'the 
hour' when it comes upon it. This cannot be 
but by her translation before its affliction. If 
she is on earth, she would evidently be in 'the 
hour,' even if she could be sheltered from the 
suffering-a thing scarcely possible for the 

Church while on earth, and the prevalence of 

the judgment, which is declared to be uni

versal. But the promise is distinctly that the 

Church shall be kept from 'the hour' of its oc

currence, which is far more, and involves evi

dently her removal beforehand." 

The major events and the principal actors in 

the coming Great Tribulation time having been 

considered we shall now consider whether the 

Church shall be on earth during that period. 
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WILL TI-IE CHURCH ESCAPE? 

I
T is essential for us to have the divine mind 

concerning the Church. For some 1,900 

years the Christ of God has been calling 

His Church out of this world. The first intima

tion of this was given at Caesarea Philippi. 

Peter had confessed Jesus as "The Christ, the 

Son of the living God." Thereupon He said, 

"Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 

My Father which is in heaven .... And I say 
also unto thee that thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build My church; and the gates 
of Hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16: 
16-18). The import of the tense used is sig
nificant. The Lord did not say, "I have been
building My Church," as though He had been
working at it during the centuries past�
neither did He say, "I am building My Church,"

as if He were engaged in the work then. What
He did say was, "I will build My Church," in

timating that it was something to be done

later.
The Acts demonstrates the Church in pro

cess of building. Here the Holy Spirit comes 

into the world from the ascended Christ to 
make good the divine purpose in gathering to
gether in one all the children of God that were 
scattered abroad. This initial work at Pente
cost is described thus: "By one Spirit are we 

23 



all baptized into one Body, whether we be Jews 

or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 

have been all made to drink into one Spirit'� 

(1 Cor. 12: 13). Thus, all believers were bap

tized into the one Body, and since then, all that 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ share tliis bap

tism, and are members of this one Body. Three 

thousand Jews ·were saved that very day and 

added to the Church (Acts 2). Later, the 

household of Cornelius believed, received the 

Holy Spirit, and became partakers of this di

vine favor (Acts 10). 

The actual words used by the Lord Jesus at 

the conversion of Saul of Tarsus make clear 

that the Church was already in existence. He 

said, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" 
Words are meaningless if these do not intimate 

the truth of Christ as the Head and saints as 

the members of the one Body. The Lord, at 

any rate, confesses them as part of Himself. 

How interesting it is to see such an one made 

the custodian and channel of this mystery. His 

own statement is: "Ye have heard of the dis

pensation of the grace of God which is given 

me to you-ward: how that by revelation He 

made known unto me the mystery . . . which 

in other ages was not made known unto the 

sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that 

the Gentiles should be fell ow-heirs, and of the 

same Body, and partakers of His promise in 

Christ by the gospel" (Eph. 3: 2-6). Again 

he writes : "In Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
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were far off (Gentiles) are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ. For He is our peace, who hath 

made both one, and hath broken down the mid

dle wall of partition between us ... to make 

in Himself of twain (Jews and Gentiles) one 

new man, so making peace; and that He might 

reconcile both unto God in one Body by· the 

cross." 

The Church of God has one outstanding 

peculiarity. It is heavenly, not only in its 

calling, but in its destiny. From its birthday, 

on the "day of Pentecost," it has ever had the 

coming of the Lord Jesus before it. This is its 

hope. It comes into prominence in the Thessa
lonian Church! They "turned to God from 

idols to serve the living and true God; and to 

wait for His Son from heaven'' (1 Thess. 1: 

9, 10). Similar language is used by Paul in 

his letter to the Philippians : "Our conversa
tion is in heaven; from whence also we look 

for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ " (chap. 

3: 20). 

As this dispensation began so shall it end. 

It began suddenly: it shall end suddenly. This 

may take place any moment. It began with a 

"sound," and assuredly it shall end similarly, 

for, "The trumpet shall sound." Then it began 

by the Holy Spirit coming from heaven to 

earth, and it is destined to finish when He is 

withdrawn from earth to heaven. This truth 

Paul teaches: "And now ye know what with

holdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
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only He who now letteth will let, until He b� 

taken out of the way" (2 Thess. 2: 6, 7). 

"Saviour, long Thy saints have waited

Centuries have passed away 
Since the promise first was given 

Of a glorious Advent day; 

Grey and old the world is growing, 

Loud the scoffer's boast is heard, 

But our hearts are peaceful, knowing 

We may rest upon Thy Word. 

"Precious, precious, parting promise! 
Sweetly linger in our ears: 

Brightly gleam amid our darkness, 

Gently soothe away our fears. 
Ever nerve us for the conflict, 

Ever fill our souls with joy; 
Christ will come and will not tarry

Nothing can our hope destroy." 
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THE CHURCH AGE A 

"PARENTHESIS" 

I
T must be perfectly obvious, in the light 

of what we have considered, that it is in

compatible with the truth of the Church to 

say that it will pass through the Great Tribu

lation. The most casual reader of the Scrip

tures must observe that this dispensation is an 

entirely new departure in God's ways with 

men. Surely there is a change in the divine 

program! This change came into force subse

quent to the death, resurrection, and glorifica

tion of Christ and the sending of the Holy 

Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Seven distinct 

changes may be noted. 
1. In the past God recognized Israel as a

nation. "You only have I known of all the 

families of the earth'' ( Amos 3 : 2) . There is 

no such recognition of Israel as a nation today. 

The New Testament teaches that, "Blindness 

in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 

of the Gentiles be come in" (Rom. 11: 25), and 

that "Wrath has come upon them (Israel) to 

the uttermost" (1 Thess. 2: 16). Cain-like, the 

nation is a "fugitive and a vagabond in the 

earth." 'The holy nation which takes Israel's 

place is composed of all those Jews and Gen

tiles redeemed by the blood of Christ (1 Pet. 

2: 9). 
2. In the past God recognized an earthly

priesthood. He ordained the family of Aaron, 

from the tribe of Levi, to minister in the holy 
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things in His sanctuary (Lev. 8, 9). There is 
no such recognition of an earthly priesthood 
today. All believers in Christ are constituted 

a "holy priesthood, to off er up spiritual sacri
fices" (1 Pet. 2: 5), and they have the privilege 
to "enter into the holiest" (Heb. 10: 19). Let 
no man-made system rob us of this birthright 

inheritance. 

3. In the past God recognized an earthly
metropolis. "The Lord hath chosen Zion (Jeru
salem) : He hath desired it for His habitation" 
(Ps. 132: 13). But there is no recognition of 
any earthly metropolis today. "Our citizenship 
is in heaven," says Paul. Again, "Ye are come 
unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the liv
ing God, the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb. 12: 
22). The city of Rome, with the Romish sys
tem, is Satan's counterfeit. Spiritually, it is 
"Mystery, Babylon the Great," and "That great 
city" (Rev. 17: 5; 18: 21). Our place is out
side. "Come out of her, My people" (Rev. 18: 
4). 

4. In the past God recognized animal sacri
fices. These sacrifices shadowed forth "the 
sacrifice" of God's Lamb. There is no such 
recognition of animal sacrifices today. Christ's 
offering for sin is all-sufficient. Automatically 
upon receiving Christ as Saviour, all Jewish 
believers ceased to offer animal sacrifices at 
the temple in Jerusalem. They had found Him 
of whom the sacrifices had spoken. They let 
go the shadow for the substance.

5. In the past God recognized an earthly
temple. He gave David its plan, and when 
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Solomon completed it He came to dwell there

in (2 Chron. chaps. 5-7). Jesus termed it "My 

Father's House" (John 2: 16). Towards the 

close of His earthly ministry, however, He said 

to the Jews, "Your House is left unto you des

olate" (Matt. 23: 38). Thus He named the 

temple, as Phinehas' wife named the child, 

"Ichabod," saying, "The glory is departed from 

Israel" (1 Sam. 4: 21). There is therefore no 

recognition of an earthly temple today. In

stead, believers in Christ are "built upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; 
in whom all the building fitly framed together 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in 
whom ye also are builded together for an habi
tation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. 2: 
20-22). The Church which is the temple of
God is His dwelling-place meantime.

6. In the past the law was recognized as the

covenant bond between God and Israel. The 
law dispensation, however, ended at Calvary. 

Christ our peace hath "broken down the middle 

wall of partition between us; having abolished 

in His flesh the enmity, even the law of com
mandments contained in ordinances" (Eph. 

2: 14). There is therefore no recognition of 
the law as a covenant bond today. Instead, 

new covenant blessings are ours in Christ. 
These new covenant blessings will be given 

to Israel in the end-time. "Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the 

house of Judah: not according to the covenant 
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that I made with their fathers in the day 

when I took them by the hand to lead them 

out of the land of Egypt; because they con

tinued not in My covenant, and I regarded 

them not, saith the Lord. For this is the cov

enant that I will make with the house of Israel 

after those days, saith the Lord ; I will put My 

laws into their hearts: and I will be to them 

a God, and they shall be to Me a people : and 

they shall not teach every man his neighbor, 

and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the 

Lord;' for all shall know Me, from the least 

to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their 

unrighteousness, and their sins and their in

iquities will I remember no more. In that He 

saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first 
old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old 
is ready to vanish away" (Heb. 8: 8-13). 

7. In the past the sabbath was divinely rec
ognized as the day of rest. The Lord Himself 
kept this day. He was born under the law and 
was the only One who "magnified the law and 

made it honorable." There is no such recog

nition of the sabbath today. The Lord's Day, 

the first day of the week, the resurrection, new 

creation day, has taken its place. From the 

moment Christ rose from the dead New Testa

ment saints have observed it. As the sabbath 

was linked with the law, so the Lord's Day 

is linked with grace, with Christianity. 

These seven things must make clear to every 
unbiased mind that the Church dispensation 

is unique. It may be rightly termed a paren

thetical period in God's dealings with Israel. 
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When God has removed the Church He will 
resume relations with Israel. This will mean 

the resumption of the former things. Israel 
will be recognized as a nation; an earthly 
priesthood will officiate in things divine; an 

earthly temple will be built; an earthly metro

polis, Jerusalem, will be the center of the 

divine interest; animal sacrifices will be offer

ed on the temple altar; the law will once more 
play its part in the national set-up, and the 
sabbath will be observed again. 

It is imperative, therefore, for God to re

move the Church before Israel becomes His 
particular interest in the world. Knowing that 
it is when Israel is thus recognized that the 
Great Tribulation period will take place there 
should be no difficulty in seeing the Church 
glorified beforehand. 
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THE HOPE OF CHRIST'S RETURN 

I
MPLANTED within the bosom of every 

child of God is the hope of Christ's return. 
This is true irrespective of dispensation·. 

The soul that knows the joy of sins forgiven, 
that possesses eternal life, that is redeemed 
by the precious blood, desires to be with Christ 
the Saviour. In the past dispensation the be
lieving Israelites desired to be under Christ's 
rule on earth. Today believers have the hope 
of being with Christ in glory. 

It is here that so many Christians seem con
fused. They fail to differentiate between the 
hope of the Church and the hope of Israel. 
They are not one and the same hope, just as 
they are not one and the same people. A few 
contrasts, briefly stated, may be observed. 

The Church is heavenly in its calling and 
destiny. It will be caught up to heaven at the 
coming of Christ. During the millennial times 
it will occupy a place in the atmospheric 
heavens, in. the heavenly city, the New Jeru
salem. In connection with the Church's hope 
no signs need be given, no prophecies need be 
fulfilled, before its realization. With Israel 
the differences are at once noticeable. Israel's 
destiny is earthly. She will welcome Christ, 
when He returns with His Church, in the land 
of Palestine. She will also govern all nations 
on earth. In connection with Israel's hope 
many signs must be given, and many proph
ecies must be fulfilled, before its realization. 

Because men have failed to grasp these 
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simple truths lying on the very surface of the 
Scriptures, there has been a great deal of in
judicious speaking and writing. Almost every 
new happening in the world has elicited a 
declaration of some fulfilment of prophecy. 
Needless to say, this is very misleading. Here 
are two examples taken at random: 

"I have set forth that the dictator of the 
Roman Empire ( a post now held by Benito 
Mussolini) will forsake Adolf Hitler, and ig
nore the solemn covenant in the 'Rome-Berlin 
Axis,' just as soon as such action will mean 
the furtherance of the ambitious purposes of 
Rome. At a psychological moment, he will 
step in with the 'eight million bayonets,' and, 
on the plea that it will be the only way to 'save 
civilization' from a new series of invasions .. like 
those under Genghis Khan and Timour (Tam
erlane)-invasions when 'the King of the 
North' shall mobilize a possible seventeen mil
lions of savage, semi-civilized Bolshevists-he 
will propose the re-creation of the old Roman 
Empire. As we have seen, this empire will be 
re-created in all of its ancient power through 
'ten kings,' reigning within the boundaries of 
that ancient empire, having 'one mind' and 
giving 'their power and strength unto the 
beast' (Rev. 17: 13) ." 

"The Los Angeles Times" (Nov. 18, 1939) 
printed a dispatch from Rome under the head
line, "Mussolini Orders New Army Increases 
as Soviet is Defied." We read: 

"Premier Mussolini today ordered a further 
increase in the strength of the standing army, 
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which the Fascist press said is being made as 
formidable as possible so that Italy will be able 

to 'say the last word' when the time comes to 

make peace in Europe." Exactly so! And 

the world certainly ought to know by this time 

what that 'last word' will be! It has been 

declared often enough for nearly a score of 

years: 'My ambition is a single one. . .. Nor 

would it matter if I lost my life, and I should 

not consider it a greater sacrifice than is due . 

. . . Powerful as in the days of the first Empire 

of Augustus, Rome must again become the 

wonder of the whole world.' 'Peace in Europe' 

must come and be maintained through the 

mighty power of a restored Roman Empire. 

I venture to say that nothing less than that 
will be 'the last word' of 'the man on the white 
horse' in Rome. The centralization of the 
armed might of all the Mediterranean states 
into the hands of one man will be accepted as 

the only way out of the international distress." 

Another writes: "It is not probable that 

Mussolini's plan is to build a United States of 

Southern Europe of just ten provinces as here 

indicated in this prophecy. According to some 

of his utterances he expects to incorporate the 

entire old world in his World Empire. In one 

of his decennial addresses he said that, 'within 

the next ten years he would have all Europe 

bowing at the feet of Fascism.' He recently 

remarked, that he would rebuild the Roman 

Empire up to the standard and glory of the 

Caesars. He came into possession of his king

dom peaceably, or by flatteries, as the Scrip-
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tures said that he would. They also give evi
dence that he will expand his borders by the 
sword, as the Caesars expanded the bound

aries of the Old Roman Empire by military 
prowess. The return to the glory of the 
Caesars thus means the use of the sword." 

"Mussolini now has under the shadow of his 
wing, so far as military protection is concern
ed, Libya and Austria. Balbo is governor of 

Libya, and the Fascist organization is in power 
in Austria. Here we may see two of the little 
horns-of power-of Daniel's ten-horned beast, 
having been formed." 

What a conglomeration! History reveals 
the futility of making such predictions. Re
member we are not connected with the age in 
which prophecies are being fulfilled. We are 
merely seeing the stage being set. 

Before the Great Tribulation can begin cer
tain things must happen. For instance, the 
Roman Empire must be resuscitated; the Anti
christ must be reigning over the nationally in
dependent Jewry; the King of the North with 
his confederated nations must be on the scene, 
and the Devil with his satellite hosts cast down 
to earth must lead in the fray. Since these 
things are not yet, but apparently years ahead, 
it is obvious that if the Church has to pass 
through the Great Tribulation it cannot expect 
the imminent return of Christ. How incon
gruous to think that the early Church did not 
expect the Lord Jesus at any moment! There 
is no appreciable change in the Church's hope 
now. We expect Christ soon. 

35 



RAPTURE BEFORE ANTICHRIST 

D
!VINE simplicity as well as absolute

profundity govern the prophetic Scrip
tures. The sure word of prophecy is

as a light which shineth in a dark place. A 
light is to show the way. That God should 
give light to show us the way of His future 
program is but reasonable. He would not 
have us in doubt about such a major event 
as the rapture of the saints before the revela
tion of the Antichrist. 

Paul in writing to the Thessalonians, said, 
"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 
together unto Him, that ye be not soon shaken 
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor 
by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the 
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you by any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God. Remember 
ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told 
you these things? And now ye know what 
withholdeth that he might be revealed in his 
time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work: only he who now letteth, will let, until 
he be taken out of the way. And then shall 
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of His mouth, and 
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shall destroy with the brightness of His com� 
ing" (2 Thess. 2: 1-8). 

Four things evidence themselves in this 
passage. First: Somebody had written a let
ter in Paul's name to say that the persecutions 
they were having were indicative of the prox
imity of the day of the Lord. Such teaching 
upset the saints, for Paul had taught them 
otherwise. Second: Instruction is given to 
make clear that the day of the Lord cannot 
come until the apostasy manifests itself in the 
revelation of the man of sin. Third: This 
person cannot be made manifest until the di
vine "Restrainer" is taken out of the way. 
Fourth: The appearing of the Lord Jesus 
Christ will bring the career of the man of sin 
to a speedy and sure end. 

The man of sin is the Antichrist. He is the 
one who provides the key to open the door of 
the Great Tribulation. His appearing in the 
Jerusalem temple as the one "who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God" (2 Thess. 2: 4), will fulfil our 
Lord's words: "When ye, therefore, shall see 
the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the Prophet, stand in the holy place 
(whoso readeth, let him understand)" (Matt. 
24: 15). 

Who is this "Restrainer?" The neuter gen
der is used in one instance here. "And now 
ye know 'what' withholdeth" (2 Thess. 2: 6). 
Whilst some hesitate to identify the Holy 
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Spirit with "w-hat," it may be noted that a neu

ter form is used of the Holy Spirit in Romans 

8: 16, 26. The Holy Spirit is spoken of as 

"itself" in both verses. Then the "Restrainer" 

is spoken of as a person. "For the mystery of 

iniquity doth already work: ... until 'He' be 

taken out of the way" (2 Thess. 2: 7). It may 

be that the reference in verse 6 is general, but 

in verse 7 particular. Verse 6 reveals what 

is being done, or what is being used for the 

purpose stated; whereas verse 7 shows the 

Person who is doing it as now present. 
It affords interest to hear what other ser

vants of God write on such a theme as this. 

One says: "The 'what' in verse 6, unnamed 

by the apostle, is probably government. It is 
still true that "The powers that be are ordain

ed of God" (Rom. 13: 1) : and while this is 
so, there is at least a measure of check on 
human will. But presently Romans 13: 1 will 
cease to be true, for the supreme power in 

Christendom will receive his throne and au

thority direct from the Dragon (Rev. 13: 1-4) : 

The way will then be open for evil to show it

self in its most extreme form. 
" 'He' in verse 7 is the Holy Spirit. He 

dwells in the Church of God and in the indi

vidual Christian, and is here to guard the in

terests of Christ. He will not suffer the fear
ful impiety, of which we have been speaking, 

to take place while He is present. But when 

the Church is removed He will quit the scene, 

and man will be left to the will of his own 
heart, and to the Devil." 
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Another writes: "God's saints are the salt 

of the earth (Matt .. 5: 13), and little as the 

world realizes or appreciates it, the fact re

mains that it is the presence of God's people 

here which prevents the mystery of iniquity 

coming to a head and preserves mankind from 

an outpouring of God's wrath. Ten righteous 

men in Sodom would have stayed the Divine 

judgment, but only one could be found. 

"The salt character of God's people is due 

to the Holy Spirit's dwelling within and work

ing through them. Let His gracious manifesta

tions be resisted and despised, and they will 

be withdrawn, then the measure of man's in

iquity will be quickly filled up. These two re

straining and preserving factors are brought 

together in 2 Thessalonians 2. Before our Lord 

shall return to the earth itself, accompanied 

by the saints (previously translated), there 

shall come one who is denominated "the man 

of sin," "the son of perdition." This super

man shall oppose God and blasphemously exalt 

himself above all that has reference to God, 

so that he shall sit in God's temple (at Jeru

salem) claiming to be God, and demanding 

di vine homage. His coming will be after the 

working of Satan, 'with all power and signs 

and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness 

of unrighteousness,' but though this 'mystery 

of iniquity' was at work even in the days of 

the apostles, two things have prevented it com

ing to full fruition. The 'man· of sin' cannot 

be 'revealed' until 'his time' because of 'that 

withholdeth,' and 'He who now letteth (hin-
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dereth) until He be taken out of the way' (2 

Thess. 2: 6, 7). Undoubtedly the neuter pro

noun here has reference to the Church of God, 

and the masculine gender to the Holy Spirit 
Himself. While they are upon earth Satan's 
work is held in check; but let them-the Holy 

Spirit and the Church-be removed, let the 
salt be taken away and the One who gives it 

pungency, and the rest of the reigning and 
preserving influences are gone, and then 

nothing remains to stay corruption or hinder 
the outworking of Satan's plans." 

It seems perfectly feasible then, in view of 
the Spirit's place in the Church, that when 
Christ returns He will be removed with the 
Church. And since this withdrawal is an ab
solute necessity to make way for the mani
festation of the Antichrist, the one who will 
initiate the tribulation period, it goes without 
controversy that the Church will be withdrawn 
too. Then shall the entire prophetic program 
develop perfectly. All the signs of the "ap
pearing of Christ" are only in the offing today. 
Unquestionably, the Holy Spirit restrains. 

Whilst doing so He gives His own the privilege 

of reaching out to the masses with the gospel 

that His Church might be completed. Surely 
this is almost done ! Then shall the Lord re

turn and have us in His presence for our 

mutual, eternal pleasure. 
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THE END OF THE AGE 

E
VERY child of God is exhorted to show 

himself "approved unto God, a workman 

which needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the Word of truth." That there has 

been a very decided failure to differentiate be

tween the Church and the Kingdom need not 

be stressed. It is apparent. But this need not 

be. They are easy to distinguish. The Church 

is composed of all true believers in Christ from 

the Day of Pentecost until the rapture. It is 

the special revelation of God for this age of 

grace. The Kingdom, however, has been from 

of old, is present with us now in a moral way, 

and will be revealed publicly at the appearing 

of the King. This enables us to understand 

that all believers before Pentecost and after 
the rapture, whilst in the Kingdom, are not 

connected with the Church. On the other hand, 

all believers today are both in the Church and 

in the Kingdom. 

To understand this will help us better under

stand the expression "The end of the age." It 

is almost universally taken to mean the end 

of the Church age, the age of grace. The Lord 

did not so mean it. To the disciples it was 

the time immediately preceding the establish

ment of Messiah's kingdom. It is that period 

-the parousia-between the rapture and the

appearing. It is, in the main, the seventieth

week of Daniel ( chap. 9: 27), and is synony

mous with the "time of the end" as mentioned
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by him in his last two chapters (chaps. 11: 

5, 40, 45 ; 12 : 4, 6, 8) . 

To read Matthew 24 is to have these things 

confirmed. Here the Lord deals principally 

with Jewish believers and from a Jewish point 

of view. He refers to the many false Christs 

(5); the sufferings to be endured by faithful 

,vitnesses (9, 10) ; the preaching of the king

dom gospel world-wide (14) ; the enforcement 

of idolatry (15) ; the Great Tribulation (21) ; 

and last of all His appearing in glory (21-29). 

Attention is also paid to the Sabbath (20); 
country of Judea (16); and the many signs to 

herald the end of the age. 
Throughout this part of the discourse no 

mention is made of the Church. It is conspic
uous by its absence. The reason is that she is 
outside this specified time-period altogether. 
True it is that many of the signs to accompany 
the "end of the age" are with us today, in bud

like form, but these only announce our soon 
departure for heaven. It may be safely said 
that not one of those signs will perfectly ma
terialize whilst the saints are in the world. 
They await our removal. Briefly let us look 
at the signs abroad in bud-like form today. 

FIRST: the Historic sign. "As the days of 

Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son 

of Man be. For as in the days that were before 

the flood they were eating and drinking, mar
rying, and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not 

until the flood came and took them all away; so 
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shall also the coming of the Son of Man be" 
(Matt. 24: 37-39). 

Public opinion and incontrovertible statistics 
confirm that conditions morally are the worst 
in history. Lawlessness, war-mindedness, god
lessness, are the order of the day. Never were 
penitentiaries so full, all forms of pleasure so 
popular, standards of living so low, places of 
worship so empty, and human life so cheap as 
today. The world rushes at break-neck speed 
to inevitable ruin. All indicate the imminent 
coming of the Son of Man. 

SECOND: t-he Jewish sign. "Now learn a par
able of the fig-tree; when his branch is yet ten
der, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall 
see all these things, know that it ( or He, the 
Son of Man) is near, even at the doors" (Matt. 
24: 32, 33). 

For almost half-a-century the Jewish na
tional race has been showing definite signs of 
life. Between the Zionist Movements and the 
efforts of the British Government since the 
first world-war, some 450,000 Jews have re
turned to Palestine. Still there remained mil
lions in the land of thei.r adoption who would 
not move. Then arose Hitler. His pogroms 
uprooted multitudes in Germany and they fled 
for their lives. Then came the second world
war with Hitler over-running almost the whole 
of Europe. One noteworthy result is that nine 
million Jews have shared the condition of their 
German brethren and are now ready to leave 
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for Palestine. Soon the greatest migration in 
Jewish history will begin. 

The return of the Jews to Palestine is lead
ing up to the prophesied return. Jeremiah 
says: "Lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will bring again the captivity of My people 
Israel and Judah, saith the Lord: and I will 
cause them to return to the land that I gave 
to their fathers, and they shall possess it" 
(chap. 30: 3). And again, "I will gather them 

out of all countries, whither I have driven 
them in Mine anger, and in My fury, and in 
great wrath: and I will bring them again unto 
this place, and I will cause them to dwell safe
ly" ( chap. 32: 37). Before this comes to pass 
the Church will have been taken to glory. Its 
removal will make way for Jehovah to estab
lish His new relation with His earthly people. 
Truly, the coming of the Lord dra weth nigh. 

THIRD: The International sign. "And He 
spake to them a parable: Behold the fig-tree, 
and all the trees, when they now shoot forth, 
ye see and know of your own selves that sum
mer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when 
ye see these things come to pass, know ye that 
the kingdom of God is now nigh at hand" 
(Luke 21: 29-31). Since the fig-tree refers to 

Israel, the expression "all the trees" unques
tionably refers to all the nations. 

International conditions were never more 
interesting. They evidence an early fulfilment 
of the prophetic Word. Great confederacies 
seem to be the order of the day. Small nations 

are being subjected, and whether they shall 
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rise again is difficult to say. What God has 
before this world is simply this. He will bring 
Russia into the forefront and align with her 
Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Germany, and Turkey. 
Japan too will play the ruling role in an East
ern hegemony, with China, India, and the 
Pacific Islands very probably co-partners. Then 
Syria will produce the King of the North who 
will be in cohorts with the Kings of the East 
and no doubt closely allied with the Russian 
confederacy though not part of it. Palestine 
too will have autonomous rule granted, and 
there shall arise one whom Scripture calls the 
Antichrist. Last of all Italy will have her 
Empire, embracing both Eastern and Western 
Mediterranean powers. This last power wil1 
be favorable to the Jew. As these things are 
fast developing, we may fairly well believe that 
the Son of Man is about to come. 

FOURTH :The Religious sign. "This know also 
that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
For men shall be lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof" (2 Tim. 3 :1-5). 
"Many deceivers are entered into the world, 
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist" 
(2 John 7). "There shall come in the last days 

scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Wh�re is the promise of His coming? 
For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation" (2 Peter 3: 3, 4). "When ye there
fore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
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spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the 

holy place ... Then flee" (Matt. 24: 15, 16). 

Thus the last days are characterized by bla

tant denials of all the foundation truths of 

Christianity which will culminate in open 

apostasy. Men will be sent "strong delusion, 

that they should believe a lie: that they all 

might be damned who believed not the truth, 

but had pleasure in unrighteousness." Their 

last state shall be worse than the first. Roman
ism and all the heathen religions pave the way 
by their idolatrous systems. Soon every divine 
restraint will be withdrawn and the Devil him
self take complete possession. We have trav
elled far along the way towards the coming of 
the Son of Man. This sign becomes more and 
more evident daily. 

FIFTH: The Creation sign. "Ye shall hear of 
wars and commotions. . . . Nation shall rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 
and great earthquakes shall be in divers places, 
and famines and pestilences; and fearful 
sights and great signs shall there be from 
heaven " (Luke 21: 9-11). How true today! 

The whole creation groans and travails, crying 
for deliverance. Heavens and earth alike, in 

their ever-increasing and menacing manifesta

tions, proclaim cataclysms of unprecedented 

proportions. The louder the roar, the more 

powerful the shock; the more destruction will 

be the result, the more luminous the sign that 
the Son of Man cometh. 

SIXTH : The Political Sign. "Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 
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be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heaven shall be shaken" 
(Matt. 24: 29). This surely declares a com
plete breakdown in all Government. Kings, 
Emperors, and Dictators alike will fail to gov
ern the masses and to keep them under con
trol. 

A graphic picture is presented in Revelation 
6 of this condition. Everything is in chaos 
and men's hearts are filled with fear. They 
know not what is coming next. One has to 
look out upon world conditions now to see 
something similar though on a smaller scale. 
The world bleeds and suffers because of lack 
of proper Government. This condition will 
tend to gather momentum as time passes, but 
all declare, in unmistakable language, that the 
Son of Man is ready to intervene and to take 
over the world-wide kingdoms of men. He will 
certainly bring cosmos out of chaos and initi
ate a reign of perfect righteousness. 

SEVENTH: The Christian Sign. "At mid
night there was a cry made, 'Behold, the Bride
groom cometh; go ye out to meet Him' " (Matt. 
25: 6). The result was that, "All those vir
gins arose." Great commotion ensued. There 
was feverish activity everywhere. And who 
will deny the fact that for just over one cen
tury the professing Church has become con
scious of the imminent return of Christ? The 
wars in Europe, Africa, and Asia, have pro
duced longings in true believers' hearts for 
the event to be expedited. They will gladly 
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leave the scene at any moment. All hearts look 

up and pray, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." 

So we may expect the Bridegroom soon. Be

yond His coming for us graver world-condi

tions will obtain which will produce a deeper, 

more heart-felt cry for Christ to come, and 

this shall be answered when He returns as 

Son of Man. So concludes this portion: "Watch, 

therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 

hour wherein the Son of Man cometh." 

We may therefore rest assured that the end 

of the age lies beyond our stay on earth. As 

this age of grace draws to a close we should 

the more endeavor to live pleasing to the Lord 

and to seek every opportunity to make Christ 

known to the lost. There are so many uncon
verted people around us that our hearts should 
literally agonize for their salvation. Let us 

not stand aside and see them pass down to 

Hell, or pass into an age of unparalleled suffer

ing with no prospect of bliss before them. 
Reach out the hand of sympathy, understand

ing and love, and by all means save some for 

Jesus' sake. 

48 



THE MARRIAGE SUPPER 

T
HE most casual reader of the New Testa

ment is quick to learn that the Church is 

the "Bride" of Christ. This we are 

taught in the book of Ephesians. "Husbands, 

love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it; that He 

might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash

ing of water by the Word, that He might pre

sent it to Himself a glorious Church, not hav

ing spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 

that it should be holy and without blemish. 
. . . No man ever yet hated his own flesh ; but 

nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 
the Church; for we are members of His body, 
of His flesh, and of His bones. . . . This is a 
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ 
and the Church." 

Such language, borrowed from Genesis 2, 
insists that the fair Edenic scene sets forth a 
picture which finds its counterpart in the 

Church age. It gives emphasis to the well
known phrase, "The New Testament lies hid 

in the Old, and the Old Testament lies open in 
the New." Paul himself acknowledges in con

nection with the truth of the Church that "in 
other ages it was not made known unto the 

sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His 

holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, that 

the Gentiles should be fell ow-heirs and of the 
same Body, and partakers of His promise in 
Christ by the Gospel." We fully appreciate 

that, "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing," 
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and, "That the secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God." Peter tells us of the prophets 
in Old Testament times that they prophesied 
but understood not their writings: "Unto whom 
it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 
unto us they did minister the things which are 
no,v reported unto you." To all such the Lord 
apparently said: "What I do thou knowest not 
no-w, but thou shalt know hereafter." 

In reference to the creation of Adam and 
Eve, "We have the Church relationship to 
Christ as the Eve of the 'Last Adam,' and it is 
striking that we have to go to the beginning 
of the world, before, in an evil sense, there 
was any world at all, before sin had spoiled 
things, to find at the very outset imaged for us 
that special relationship which Christ has 
made His own. How wonderful it must be to 
His heart when it is the first thing we find 
typically presented to us in the history of 
man." 

Seven Brides 

Eve, in a unique sense, typifies the Churcli 
in her union with Christ. She is, as the hymn
writer expresses, "From Him, for Him, made." 
Moses records : "The Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and He 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord 
God had taken from man, made He a woman, 
and brought her unto the man." The imagery 
is perfect. In it we see the deeper sleep of 
the Christ when He is brought into the dust of 
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death : the present fashioning of the Church as 
a body, building, and bride: and the future 
presentation of the Church to Christ. 

Other women are chosen by the Holy Spirit 
to bring out the wide range of divine glory, 
and to express the "all-various wisdom of 
God," seen in Christ's heavenly Bride. For 
instance, Rebekah makes known her kinship 

relation, for she is of the stock of Isaac ( Gen. 
24). "So both He that sanctifieth and they that 
are sanctified are all of one"-one piece, one 
parentage, one stock. Rachel proclaims the 
truth of affection, for "Jacob loved Rachel. 
. . . And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; 
and they seemed unto him but a few days, for 
the love he had to her" ( Gen. 29 : 18, 20) . Like
wise, "Christ loved the Church and gave Him
self for it." Asenath describes her position, 

for she was brought to Joseph after he was 
exalted (Gen. 41: 45). In like manner, "He 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved." Zip
porah tells the story of her rejection, for she 
became the wife of Moses when he was reject
ed by Israel (Exod. 2). Therefore, "We suffer 
with Him." Ruth establishes the truth of her 
redemption, for Boaz confessed, "Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I pur
chased to be my wife" (Ruth 4: 10). Simi
larly, "Christ hath redeemed us"-"Redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ." T�e daughter 
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who married Solo
mon intimates her administration, for she 
shared the throne with him (2 Chron. 8: 11). 
So, "We shall reign with Him." 
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The last time the Bride is seen in Holy Scrip

ture shows her with a burning affection for 

the Bridegroom, and with ardent longings for 

His return. He has revealed Himself as "The 

Bright and Morning Star," which is specially 

for her. It arouses all the latent affections in 

her bosom. It produces unutterable desires in 

her soul. It wrings from her heart the cry, 

produced by the Holy Spirit, "Come!" The 

truth is out. 'The Bride is truly heavenly in 

calling, character, and destiny. She is con

cerned not with events in the world; her sole 

concern is Christ and being with Him where 

He is. Were this .thought translated into our 

life's texture, evermore we should "set our 

affection on things above" where Christ sitteth 

on the right hand of God. 

The response to the Bride's appeal to "Come" 
will be realized soon. Then shall His own prom

ise, "I will come again, and receive you unto 

Myself, that where I am there ye may be also," 

be fulfilled. Then shall His own prayer, 

"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast 

given Me, be with Me where I am, that they 

may behold My glory," be answered. Then 

shall His own pledge as "the Forerunner" for 

us entered within the veil be made good. Then 

shall His own power, in raising the dead, 

changing the living, and translating them to 

Himself, be manifested. 

The Marriage of the Lamb 

The outstanding event in heaven is not the 

breaking of the seals, the sounding of the 

trumpets, nor the pouring out of the vials of 
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the divine judgments. Neither is it the Lamb 
taking the seven-sealed book out of the Palm 
of Deity, the Priest presenting the prayers 
and the praises of the saints, nor the King 
leaving those scenes of divine glory to take 
over earth's sovereignty. It cannot be read 
in the war between Michael and his angels and 
the Dragon and his angels which results in 
the overthrow of the latter. Interesting, im
portant, and necessary though these things be 
they present not the "Event of events" in 
Heaven. It is given in these words: 

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give hon
or to Him ; for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and His wife hath made herself ready. 
And to her it was granted that she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white; for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 
And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are 
they which are called unto the marriage sup
per of the Lamb" (Rev. 19: 7-9). 

Instantly, you will recognize that two com
panies are distinguished here. They are the 
"Bride" and the "Called". The first is the 
New Testament Church; the second, the saints 
from Old Testament times. Hitherto, in this 
book, both companies have been represented 
by the twenty-four elders. These are seen, for 
the first time, in the fourth chapter, where 
future events predominate. 

"Who then are the elders? Two things 
mark them-white raiment and crowns of gold. 
The first of these things speaks of their priest
ly character (Exod. 28: 39-43), and the second 
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as plainly tells of their royal dignity. In one 
word, they are those who through association 
with Christ-though not yet in display-are 
kings and priests. John himself, when he 
breaks forth in adoration in the name of the 
saints, uses these two terms. The reason for 
the number twenty-four is found in 1 Chron
icles 24: 1-4. When David distributed the 
priests into courses he found there were 
twenty-four heads of the priestly families, and 
hence there were that number of courses ; and 
these twenty-four heads were consequently rep
resentative of the whole priesthood. In like 
manner the twenty-four elders-the principle 
being known in Scripture-are taken to repre
sent, not only the saints of this period but also 
the saints-all who are Christ's-who share in 
the first resurrection. For it should ever be 
borne in mind that, while only believers since 
Pentecost are members of the Body of Christ, 
He will yet call out of their graves, on His 
return, all the saints of every previous dis
pensation." 

It may be noted too that, when Christ is 
made manifest to the world as "The Man of 
War," all the saints are classified not as "eld
ers" but as belonging to the "Armies in 
heaven" (Rev. 19: 14). If their dignity as 
kings and priests is portrayed as "elders," 
their training as soldiers to fight the battles of 
the Lord is described as "armies." We are 
returning with Christ to overthrow every foe 
and to place Him on the Throne. 

The Bride takes her rightful place at the 
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marriage. She is the "chaste virgin" betrothed 

to Christ. For centuries this sweet, intimate 

relationship has been privately enjoyed. Now 

it must be publicly acknowledged. She stands 

by His side, conformed like unto Himself, the 

vessel of His peculiar delight. He loves her 

with a love infinite, unchangeable, and un

quenchable. He rejoices over her with joy; He 

rests in His love; He joys over her with sing

ing. But He is not alone in these things. The 

Bride shares all. There He is her all in all. 

"The Bride eyes not her garments, 

But her dear Bridegroom's face: 

She does not gaze at glory; 

But on the King of Grace; 

Not at the crown He giveth, 

But on His pierced Hand : 

The Lamb is all the glory 

In Immanuel's land." 

The wedding dress of the Bride is mentioned. 

The beauty of the Lord her God is upon her. 

She wears a robe of spotless righteousness. 

This was imputed to her by Him who was 

made sin on her account. His appreciation 

comes out in His exclamation: "Thou art all 

fair, My love; there is no spot in thee .... Thou 

hast ravished My heart" (Song 4: 7-9). In

deed, the Bride on beholding herself in such 

beauteous attire breaks forth saying: "I will 

greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 

joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with 

the garments of salvation, He hath covered me 

with the robe of righteousness" (Isa. 61: 10). 
But there is more. She is "arrayed in fine 
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linen, clean and white, for the fine linen is the 

righteousness of saints." This garment is her 

own weaving. She has provided all the threads 

during her time on earth. Her affection for 

Christ, her devotion to Christ, and her com

munion with Christ have all been tested at the 

judg:r;nent-seat and been reproduced in this 

beautiful robe. Grand incentive this to whole

hearted consecration, holy living, and happy 

service! 

This sight affords much rejoicing, promotes 

strong encouragement, and imparts great con

fidence. It assures us unmistakably that the 

"Gates of Hell" have not prevailed. Despite 

all the attacks of Satan in tribulation, distress, 

persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, 

and martyrdom, the Bride comes forth in tri
umph. For her, "Neither death nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor

things present, nor things to come, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other creature" have been 

able to separate her "from the love of God, which 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8: 38, 39). 

Afresh we listen to the words of Jesus, "Shall 

never perish" ... "Shall not come into judg

ment," "None of them is lost." So, with sim

ple faith in the Saviour's word, we rejoice in 

Him who hath given us an eternal salvation. 

Prior to the marriage is the judgment of the 

"Babylon the Great, the mother of harlots, and 

abominations of the earth." John records: "I 

heard a great voice of much people in heaven, 

saying, Alleluia: Salvation, and glory, and 

honor, and power, unto the Lord our God : for 
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true and righteous are His judgments : for He 

hath judged the great whore" (Rev. 19: 1, 2). 

This wicked religious system, Papal Rome with 

apostate Christendom, will meet its doom at 

the hand of the Beast, the Roman Dictator. He 

will be the instrument used by God. This judg

ment falls in the middle of the prophetic week 

and will be followed by the command to "wor

ship the Beast" (Rev. 13). 

Since the marriage takes place in heaven 

sometime after this event it would indicate that 

it is at the time the Great Tribulation is well un

der way on earth. This would preclude the idea 

of the Church being called upon to pass 

through this unprecedented trial. Indeed, after 
the marriage we read of "Heaven opened, and 

behold a white horse; and He that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and True .... And the 
armies which were in heaven followed Him 

upon white horses." This raises a double ques

tion. How came the Bride, with the Called, to 

be in heaven at the time of the Great Tribula

tion upon earth? And how came the armies 

to be in heaven before the great manifestation 

at the end of the Great Tribulation on earth? 

The answers are "AT THE RAPTURE," so 

graphically set forth in John's translation at 

the command of the Lord to "Come up hither." 

It is after this that the prophecies begin to be 

fulfilled, that Israel comes into the limelight, 

and that the nations are judged. No other 

answer will satisfy honest enquiry. 

At the inauguration of the Millennium a 

description of the heavenly side is given thus: 
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"I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and I saw 

the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the Beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands ; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years" (Rev. 20: 4). Three companies may be 
noted. The first is the "armies"-complement 
of Old and New Testament� saints-caught up 
at the rapture, sitting upon thrones; the sec
ond is the company slain under the fifth seal 
broken before Antichrist appears as "The 
Abomination of Desolation" (Rev. 6: 9) : the 
third those martyred during Antichrist's 
reign (Rev. 13). The first company is moved 
from earth to glory before the Great Tribula
tion begins; the second and third companies 
are removed from earth to glory when the 
Lord appears at the end of the Great Tribula
tion. In the first company some have been 
raised from the dead whilst others were taken 

alive. In the other companies everyone was 

raised from the dead. All living saints will 

enter the earthly side of the kingdom. 

The Bridal City 

Yet another scene, at the beginning of the 

Millennium, with the Bride prominent, comes 

to light. The Apocalyptic seer is taken by an 

angel to a great and high mountain and shown, 

"That great city, the holy Jerusalem, descend

ing out of heaven from God, having the glory 
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of God" (Rev. 21: 10, 11). This is another 
description of the Church as the "Bridal City." 
Elsewhere she is seen as a "Body" for the 
manifestation of Christ morally, as a "Build
ing" for the purpose of worshipping God 
(Temple) and being subject to Christ's rule 
(House) ; as a "Bride" for the revelation of 
affection. Now as a "City" it is for adminis
tration. 

"Here we have to guard against a prevalent 
error. The holy city shown to the prophet is 
declared to be, not the abode of the Bride, but 
the Brid� herself, viewed here in a govern
mental point of view, the metropolis of the 
kingdom to come and indeed of all creation, 
still with special reference to the kings and the 
nations of the earth. Earthly Jerusalem, so 
prominent everywhere in the Old Testament 
prophets, is not seen here, but the holy city 
that comes down out of heaven from God; and 
she is the Bride of the Lamb. It is still in a 
governmental aspect. For the city is seen now 
as the holy vessel of di vine power coming down 
out of heaven from God for governing the 
earth during the Millennium, 'having the glory 
of God: and her light bearing was like a stone 
most precious, as jasper stone like crystal,' 
which naturally jasper is not, any more than 
gold is like pure glass. It is intentionally super
natural and symbolic." 

As we wait for the "Bright and Morning 
Star" to return for us before He returns as the 
"Sun of Righteousness" for Israel, we look out 
upon a world so needy and cry, "Come!" We 
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beseech men everywhere to be reconciled to 

God. We off er in the gospel both "wine and 

milk ·without money and without price." Mean

time, 

"We wait to see the Morning Star appearing 

In glory bright : 

This blessed hope illumines with beams most cheering 

The hours of night." 
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GOD'S PERFECT PLAN 

T
O ponder God's dealings with the sons of 

men is to cry with the Psalmist: "As for 

God His way is perfect." As Paul trav

elled backwards and then forwards over the 

pathways of the different dispensations in con

nection with Israel, the Church, and the na

tions, he broke forth into a prean of praise: 

"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 

and know ledge of God! How unsearchable are 

His judgments, and His ways past finding out! 

For who hath kno-wn the mind of the Lord? 
or who hath been His counsellor? or who hath 
first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of Him, and through 
Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen" (Rom. 11: 33-36). 

The Bible is almost a closed book to the 
person who does not understand its dispensa
tional teaching. Some disparage such a state
ment but the truth remains. In the main the 

dispensations are seven. 
There was the dispensation of innocence 

which began with Adam created in the divine 

image and likeness and ended at the fall. Then 
followed the dispensation of conscience which 
terminated disastrously at the flood. Next came 

the dispensation of government with Noah 
which concluded in the scattering at Babel. 

The dispensation of promise dawned in the 

call of Abraham, in which were made uncon

ditional promises, but this was finished at Mt. 
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Sinai. Here was introduced the dispensation 

of law which continued with Israel down her 

long checkered history but ceased at the cross 

where their Messiah was crucified. Then was 

heralded this dispensation of grace in which 

the Church is being called out from among the 

nations, and which is destined to close in apos

tasy. This shall be followed by the final dis

pensation for time, the dispensation of glory, 

only to end in a veritable holocaust. 

Dispensationally, Israel occupied the divine 

interest from the call of Abraham until the 

crucifixion of the Messiah. Afterwards the 

Gentiles came into the place of privilege, which 

place it has today. This is the truth under dis

cussion in Romans 11: "For if the first-fruit be 

holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be 
holy, so are the branches. And if some of the 
branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild 

olive tree, wert graff ed in among them, and 

with them partakest of the root and fatness of 

the olive tree." 

Abraham was the root whilst Israel were the 

branches. They were privileged to be the 

custodians of the truth of God, for, "Unto 

them were committed the oracles of God." To 

them "pertained the adoption, and the glory, 

and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 

and the service of God, and the promises." And 

from them came Him who is God over all, 

blessed for ever. Evidence of this is produced 
in symbolic language: "And there appeared a 

great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with 

the sun, and the moon under her feet, and up-
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on her head a crown of twelve stars : and she 
being with child cried, travailing in birth, and 
pained to be delivered. . . . And she brought 
forth a Man child, who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron: and her child was caught 
up to God, and to His throne'' (Rev. 12: 1, 2, 5). 

There is not one line in Holy Scripture to 
authenticate any statement that this woman 
is the Church. Since the child born is none 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
Church was non-existent then, it leaves Israel 
only to fill the bill. And this answers perfectly 
to · the truth, for the Lord Jesus came to con
firm the promises made unto the fathers, and 
to offer Himself to Israel as King. "He came 
unto His own-His own crown, sceptre, and 
kingdom-and His own-people, the Jews
received Him not." They said, "This is the 
Heir ; come, let us kill Him, and let us seize 
on His inheritance." It was with such knowl
edge in mind t�at He poured out His heart in 
His great lament: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye 
shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord" (Matt. 23: 37-39). 

The rejection of the Messiah by Israel made 
way for the purpose of God, in regard to the 
Church, to materialize. This the Lord had in 
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mind when He said, "Upon this rock I wi11 
build My Church." When the Holy Spirit came 
down from the ascended Man in glory the 

building of the Church began (Acts 2). It is 
composed of all believing Jews and Gentiles. 
These are livingly and lastingly linked with 
the glorified Head in heaven, and consequently 
with Him in His present rejection. They wait 
expectantly for His advent so that their 

heavenly hope may be fully realized. It is 
when this takes place that Israel will again 
come into her own, and when Israel will be 
called upon to pass through the fires of perse
cution. 

It has been taught that the Church will not 
pass through the Great Tribulation because 
she is Christ's Bride. The thought is that she 
is much too precious to Him, and too dearly 
loved by Him, to allow this suffering. They 
say, "What bridegroom would see his bride 
suffer thus?" This, however, is mere S€nti
ment. It is definitely irreconcilable with the 
millions of our brethren from Pentecost till 
now who have "Had trials of cruel mockings 
and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment : they were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword : they wandered about in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins; being destitute; afflicted, tor
mented: ( of whom the world was not 
worthy) : they wandered in deserts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth." What more shall be demanded of the 
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saints in the coming tribulation period? Can 

a man give more than his life for Jesus? 

Another reason given by some why the 

Church will escape the coming trial is because 

,ve have been "delivered from the wrath to 

come." They advocate that the Great Trib

ulation is connected with the "trumpet" and 

"vial" series of judgments and is not for us. 

The question for us to decide here is this : 

"Have God's saints in the Church age to escape 
wrath and the saints in the coming days to en
dure wrath?" What saith the Scriptures? Surely 

they teach that the Lord Jesus on the cross 
bore all the sins of all believers. If we can 
say in New Testament language, "He bare our 
sins in His own body on the tree," then the 
Jewish remnant will be able to use the Old 

Testament word which says : "He was wound
ed for our transgressions," etc. This makes 
it possible for every believer to say: "There is 
therefore now no condemnation" . . . "shall 
not come into judgment." .. "As He is, so are 
we in this wor Id." All can sing : 

"The wrath of God that was our due, 
Upon the Lamb was laid: 

And by the shedding of His blood 
The price for us was paid." 

The wrath of God, whether governmental 
or penal, is for the world and for all Christ
rej ecters. No doubt the saints in the coming 
tribulation will suffer. This is inevitable. But 
it is not directed against them. In measure 
the same thing is taking place today. Thou-
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sands of Christians have suffered the loss of 
property and some even have lost their lives 
in this second world-war. These do not be

lieve that they are the victims of the wrath 
of God. Indeed, they enjoy perfect serenity 
and profit much by the experience. They rec
ognize this as part of the Father's disciplinary 
ways with them. And thus will it be later 
when the saints are called upon to suffer as a 
result of the divine judgments in the world. 

We must ref rain from all reasonings and 
arguments to try and force belief in the im
munity of the Church from the Great Tribula
tion. The Word is clear. And the only rea
son why the Church will escape is because it 
is not part of the divine purpose for her. This 
we have by revelation. What more do we 
need? 

The removal of the Church will leave the 
Lord free to open up relations with Israel 
again. He shall cause multitudes to return 
to Palestine, but, alas, they will not turn to 
the Lord their God. Only a very small portion 
will see their need of repentance and confess 
the once-crucified Lord as their Messiah. This 
will_ bring them into the divine favor. All 
such are seen in the sealed twelve tribes in 
Revelation 7. These are preserved during the 
Great Tribulation period. 

The bulk of the nation will continue in its 
sin. Antichrist will be gladly acknowledged 
by them as king. This is apostasy. For such 
there is no salvation. And it is important to 
notice that God does not recognize them as be-
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longing to Himself. As of old : "They are not 

all Israel which are of Israel: neither because 
they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 

children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 

That is, They which are the children of the 

flesh, these are not the children of God: but 
the children of the promise are counted for 

the seed." Jesus speaking of this company 
declared: "Then goeth he, and taketh with 
himself seven other spirits more wicked than 

himself, and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than 
the first." This is a direct reference to the 
apostate nation which worships that man of 

sin "who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; 

so that he as God, sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God." 

The above distinction is good to keep in 

mind. The true Israel of God is "SEALED" 
by God: whereas the apostate part of Israel is 
"sealed" by Antichrist. The former pass into 
the kingdom; the latter suffer the vengeance 

of God. The first company is described thus : 

"And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled 

with fire: and them that had gotten the vic
tory over the Beast, and over his image, and 

over his mark, and over the number of his 

name, stand on the sea of glass, having the 

harps of God." The second company is men� 

tioned in Revelation 14: "If any man worship 

the Beast and his image, and receive his mark 

in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall 

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which 
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is poured out without mixture into the cup 

of His indignation; and he shall be tormented 

with fire and brimstone in the presence of his 

holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb : 

and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up 

for ever and ever, and they have no rest day 

nor night, who worship the Beast, and his 

image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of 

his name." 
The faithful Israel will be in the back

ground during the tribulation period. For 
them provision and protection will be divinely 
given: "Two wings of a great eagle, that she 
may fly into the wilderness, into her place, 
where she is no�rished for a time, and times, 
and half a time." There Jehovah will look 
after them as He did their forefathers in wil
derness days. Many Christians believe that 
Petra, the cave city, in the wilderness of 
Edom, will be the sanctuary of refuge. And 
this is not at all improbable as Edom escapes 
the fury of the Great Tribulation. It becomes 
the more miraculous when it is remembered 
that Petra lies only 100 miles south of J eru
salem, almost in the direct line of the Assyrian 
attack. With God all things are possible. He 
looks after His own. 

Apostate Israel under Antichrist shall suffer 
terribly. They shall feel the full fury of the 
Assyrian attack which they shall be unable 
to stem even though supported by the Western 
powers. Great slaughter and unprecedented 
sufferings will obtain. Human life will be at 
a discount. Never before in world-history 
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will the toll of battle be so high. Palestine, 

and particularly Jerusalem, will bear the 

brunt of all. We hear in the recent Russia

German war that in three weeks of fighting 

about two millions of men have been lost. This, 

we believe, will be as nothing to this last great 

battle. When God has finished with apostate 

Israel He will rid them of Antichrist, whom 

He will consign alive with the Roman Dictator 

to the lake of fire, and give them their part 
in His eternal judgment. It is at this time 

He will· bring forth His preserved people and 

establish them in the place of power. They 

become the world-rulers under their Messiah. 

What a change for them! Like Him they have 

suffered before entering into the kingdom 
glorious. 

Another company is seen to come through 

this Great Tribulation period. It is the Gen

tiles that have believed the message of the 
Jewish ambassadors. They are the Wheat 

and the Good Fish. They are said to "have 
washed their robes and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb." They are seen to pass 
into the kingdom under the benign sway of 

their Lord and King. 

Now neither Israel nor those saved Gentiles 

form part of the Church. They come upon 

the scene after the Church is glorified. It 

could not be otherwise. The Church is heaven
ly, while the companies mentioned in Revela
tion 7 are earthly. In the Church both Jews 
and Gentiles are one, but this is not so in 
this latter scripture---they are separate. No 
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Gentile can be one of the twelve tribes, no Jew 

can be a Gentile. Similarly, saved Jews and 

Gentiles today lose their national distinctions 

in the divine reckoning. 

Suppose for a moment the Church was 

destined to pass through the Great Tribula

tion. Would the saved Gentile form part of 

the Church and be linked with heaven? Or 

would he form part of this company of all 

nations in Revelation 7 and be linked with 

earth? Again: Would the saved Jew belong 

to the Church of God where there is no na

tional distinction and where the hope is 

heavenly? Or would he belong to one of the 
twelve tribes, where there is national distinc

tion and where the hope is earthly? How 
could such knowledge be ascertained? 

Beloved, God is not the Author of confusion. 
He who set the stars in their courses, who 
placed the twelve tribes in their respective 
positions around the tabernacle, and who hatl1 

set the members in the Body as it hath pleased 

Him, has also set the dispensations in their 

order. When He deals with Israel as a nation 
He always links them with Palestine and an 
earthly kingdom; when He deals with the 

Church He always links them with Heaven. 

Thus, we should see clearly that the Church 

must leave the world before Israel comes into 

the limelight and the Great Tribulation be
gins. "Our citizenship is in heaven, from 

whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 
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THE ULTIMATE GOAL 

IN this concluding articl� we propose to deal with the theories of those who believe that the Church will pass through the Great Tribulation. We wish to stress, however, that personalities are not dealt with. All names have been studiously omitted because there is the natural tendency to allow these to unduly prejudice and bias the mind. The Word of God must be the final court of appeal. It alone has absolute authority. "Tribulationists," so-called, teach that when Christ returns for His Church He will not only rapture it to Himself but instantaneously reveal it to the world. They have no time period between the Rapture and the Revelation. The events happen simultaneously. All students of prophecy are aware of that of Daniel's celebrated seventy weeks (Dan. 9 : 24-27) . This concerns the Jewish people. It began when King Artaxerxes gave commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem in 445 B. C. When sixty-nine weeks had run their course the Messiah was cut off. This left one week to be fulfilled. Whilst some theologians believe that it was fulfilled in the history of the early Church, the consensus of Christian thought is that it is yet future. Those who share this latter view are divided into two schools. The first teaches that the seventieth week shall begin after the Church 
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is glorified; the other whilst the Church is on 

earth. 

The Church and Israel 

It cannot be over-emphasized that the 

Church is heavenly. Times and seasons are 

outside its jurisdiction. These have to do 

with Israel, God's earthly people. The Church 

has to do with the coming of the Lord to take 

it into the air (1 Thess. 4: 16, 17). Israel 

has to do with the Day of the Lord when He 

returns to earth. It might also be said that 

the Church is a New Testament revelation, 

and that the revelation for the Church is in 

the New Testament. The Pauline epistles were 

written specially for her benefit. We shall 

search in vain there for one line to indicate 

that the Church has any connection with Dan

iel's seventieth week. Indeed, the Lord Him

self, after His resurrection, refused to discuss 
the "times and seasons" with the disciples, 

while Paul says: "But of the times and sea

sons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 

unto you." They were waiting to be taken to 

heaven to enjoy the Lord's personal presence. 

This was infinitely more blessed than to wait 

for "world events" to take place before enter

ing into the kingdom glorious, the portion of 

Israel. 

The Lord Jesus, in His Olivet discourse, 

spoke to His disciples of that which lay ahead 

of their brethren according to the flesh. He 

referred to the "Abomination of Desolation" 
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to be set up in the Jerusalem temple, which 
would be the precursor of the Great Tribula
tion, and gave His advice about seeking a 
haven of refuge. These things will take place 
in the middle of Daniel's week. 

Whoever places the Church in this scene is 
outside the revealed plan of God dispensation
ally. The saints spoken of here are associated 
with the City of Jerusalem, the temple, and 
the various sacrifices offered there. They are 
warned about false Christs, the abomination 
of desolation, and making their flight on the 
Sabbath. They are told to flee to Judea. In 
fine, they are Jewish saints brought to Christ 
after the Church is caught up. 

Millions Welcome the King 

It must be obvious that if all Christians are 
raptured and revealed simultaneously, no 
saint shall be in the world when the King 
returns. Is this so ? 

The King Himself pictured what will hap-
·pen when He comes back to reign. He saw the
nations who well-treat His brethren enter the
earthly kingdom to be blessed eternally, and
the nations that ill-treat His brethren "go
away into everlasting punishment" (Matt.
25: 46). Paul too says: "All Israel shall be
saved: as it is written, There shall come out
of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un
godliness from Jacob" (Rom. 11: 26). The
Apocalyptic Seer heard the 144,000 Jewish be
lievers sing, and saw an innumerable host of
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saved Gentiles enter the kingdom at the re

turn of the King (Rev. chaps. 7, 14). Then 

all the Prophets and Psalmists, down the 

stream of Old Testament history, anticipated 

the day of Messiah's appearing, and the estab

lishment of Israel as head among the nations. 

Instead of no saints being in the world when 

the King comes there will be millions. All will 

join with one accord and say : "Blessed is He 

that cometh in the Name of the Lord." 

Teaching of Parables 

One of the strongholds of the "Tribulation
ists" is the parables which teach the "Second 

Advent." They insist on one coming. In this 
they are right, but fail to see that it is in two 
stages. The first stage will remove the Church 
to glory, then, some years later, the second 
stage will reveal the saints and all the holy 
angels with Christ to begin His millennial 

reign. 
The same thought obtains with the resurrec

tion. There is but one resurrection for saints. 

It is called, "The first resurrection." But this 
covers a vast period of time, and those raised 

do not rise together. The saints raised after 

Christ's resurrection (Matt. 27: 52, 53), the 

dead in Christ raised at His coming ( 1 Thess. 
4: 16), the two heavenly witnesses raised in 

tribulation times (Rev. 11), and those martyrs 

raised at the inauguration of the Kingdom 

(Rev. 20: 4), are all participators in the first 

resurrection. So it is with the Second Advent. 
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All the parables dealing with the Second 

Advent carry us forward to the Kingdom. The 

Church, as such, is not specifically mentioned. 

This we observe in the "householder" who 

gathers His wheat into His garner and binds 

in bundles the tares for the fire; in the "fisher

man" who keeps the good and casts away the 

bad fish; in the "King" who greets the guests 

according to the garment worn; in the "hus

bandman" who thoroughly purges his floor; in 

the "bridegroom" who welcomes those with 

oil-filled vessels into the marriage, but refuses 

admission to the foolish ones; in the "noble

man" who rewards the faithful servants, but 

sends into outer darkness the unprofitable 

servant; and in the "shepherd" who separates 

the sheep from the goats. 
The saint who advocates that the Church is 

in this end-time scene, becomes involved in a 

delicate situation. Admission must be made 

that if the Church is raptured and the wicked 

are turned into Hell at this time, the world 

will be cleared of all human beings. We thus 

retreat to the belief, which results from ignor

ance of God's simple plans for the world, 

Israel, the Church, and Christ, of a general, 

universal judgment. It cuts out the Millen

nium entirely. 

Surely the Lord would not have us under

stand His Word in this way! We must differ

entiate between things that differ. In the 

parables the coming is compared to "the flood" 

which took away the antediluvians, to "the 

fire" which destroyed the cities of the plain, to 
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"the lightning" which cometh out of the East, 

and shineth even unto the West; and to "the 

thief" who comes to steal. 

It also introduces Christ as coming with 

great power and glory, as having the angel 

hosts as attendants, as "the Man of War" to 

overthrow His foes, as "The Judge," to bring 

to judgment the sons of men, as "the Smiting 

Stone" to grind to powder the Gentile nations, 

as "The Son of David" to rule over Israel, as 

"The Son of Man" to govern universally, and 
as "The King of kings and Lord of lords." 

Such a revelation of Christ when He comes 
for His Church would be entirely out of place. 
He is coming for us as "the Saviour," to 
change our bodies of humiliation and to fash

ion them like unto His own body of glory, as 
"the Lord," to rapture us into the air, as "the 
Son of the Father," to take us into the Father's 
home, as "The Bridegroom," to welcome His 
Bride, and as "The Bright and Morning Star," 
to introduce us to that new, eternal day. 

Moreover, He will come alone when He 
comes for His Church. "I will come again'' 
is the Son's statement. "This same Jesus .. . 
shall so come . .. as ye have seen Him go," is 

the testimony of two heavenly men. "The 

Lord I-Iimself shall descend from heaven," is 

Paul's revelation. "A threefold cord is not 

easily broken." 

The Trumpets 

It is generally asserted that the "trump of 
God," mentioned by Paul in both 1 Corinth-
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ians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4, and the "last 
trumpet," spoken of by John in Revelation 11, 

are the same, and thus the endeavor is made 

to prove that the events referred to in both 

passages occur together. Let us examin� these 

scriptures. 

Paul's revelation sets forth that the dead 

are raised and the living changed, and both 

caught up to meet the Lord in the air when 

the trumpet sounds. John's statement is dif

ferent: "And the seventh angel sounded: and 

there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the king_; 
doms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He 
shall reign for ever and ever" ( chap. 11: 15). 
Here there is -no mention of either resurrec
tion or translation. Stress is laid upon the 

assumption of world-wide dominion by Christ. 

The first has to do with the rapture, whereas 

the latter has to do with the kingdom. The 

fact that the Lord sounds the trumpet in the 
first instance and an angel in the other, should 

settle whether the incidents are simultaneous. 

The Goal of Our Hope 

Perhaps the scriptures chiefly used in the 

teaching of t�e "Tribulationist theory" are 

those which indicate that our hope has the 

kingdom as its goal. This we fully appreciate. 

But could it be otherwise since we are so 

vitally linked with the risen Lord? His inter

est is ours. His hope is ours. It is reasonable 
therefore to look forward to the time when all 
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His foes shall be beneath His feet and His rights 

honored universally. 

It must be plain to the observant reader that 

every passage which sets us in relation to the 

kingdom enjoins us also as to our responsibil
ity. Thus Paul says: "I have fought a good 

fight; I have finished my course; I have kepiJ 

the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, shall give me at that day, 

and not to me only, but unto all them also 
which love His appearing" (2 Tim. 1: 7, 8). 

So the great apostle, with all others, awaits 
the day when rewards shall be given for faith
ful service. At the Judgment-seat, the right
eous Judge will act thus in view of His king
dom appearing. 

"Lo, He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favored sinners slain; 

Thousand, thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of His train; 

Hallelujah! 

Jesus comes, and comes to reign." 

Let us not entertain one fear about any 
judgment of God overtaking us before the 

Lord comes. Ere a seal is broken, a trumpet 

sounded, or a vial poured forth we shall be at 

home with the Lord. We wait not till tribu

lation days are past to welcome Him. World 

confederacies, Beast-like Dictators, Armaged

don, and the Great Tribulation are not in the 

path of our footsteps here. We wait for Christ, 

and if our hearts are right, we long to be with 
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Him evermore. We daily pray: "Come, Lord 
Jesus, come quickly." 

Till He shall come let us hold fast the faith 
once for all delivered unto the saints; let us 
"remember Him" as often as time and oppor
tunity allow in the Breaking of Bread ; let us 
"Occupy." And as these things characterize 
us we shall purify ourselves, even as He is 
pure. We shall be st'eadfast, unmovable in 
the work of the Lord. We shall "comfort one 
another." We shall "cast off the works of 
darkness" and put on "the armour of light." 
Truly, "The night is far spent, and the day 
is at hand." Look up, beloved saints of God, 
for "Your redemption draweth nigh." 

"Let us, then, be true and faithful, 
Trusting, serving, every day: 

Just one glimpse of Him in glory, 

Shall the toils of life repay." 
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