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Re1niniscences of 

Frederick'. Arthur Banks 

The writer doubts not but worthier hands might 
well be found to record, even at this late date, sonze
what of the exceeding grace of God that abounded 
in and through the subject of this note. At the 
sanie tinze none could more willingly do what one 
can in such a delicate, yet usefully becoming task. 

Frederick Arthur Banlzs and the writer were 
closest of friends froni the first tinie they met 11,ntil 
the last hour of hallowed opportunities. jJfuch in this 
connection 1night herein tb profit be e1nbodied, but 
we forbear. 

Most of the writings to which this forms an intro
duction were discussed and threshed not a little ere 

publication in those ti7nes of conzniitnion. This 
godly habit is but little cultivated now-a-days, despite 

the good wo1/ds of counsel given in I Cor. 2. 13.

F. A. B. was an exceptionally bright example of 

the great advantage that is his or hers who is early 

brought to Jesus; and a very encouragement to parents 
as well as to all workers aniong the young. The 
exact age at which he passed out of death into life is 
not lznown to us for certaiu, but all are ag1/eed that 

he was very young in years. 

V 



v1 REMINISCENCES OFF. A. BANJ(S 

F. A. B. was no ordinary pioneer in the things of 
God. Consequently most of his writings were quite 
beyond what was generally linown when he wrote and 
published. At this ti111,e of day those things are 
1nore com1nonly known, by nanie at least. There is, 
therefore, in his writings what, in the light of to-day, 
shows the roughnesses of the pioneer, and which to 
pro.fit nzay be given as they were published at the 
first/ although our knowledge and remembrance of 
hiJn compels us to add that had he been with us 
until now, no man would n1,ore readily ha-ve confonned 
to all that God has been pleased to 1nore accurately 
1,eveal, thus causing an appreciation to hold fast 
the form of sound words, 1naintaining thus the ex
cellencies of things that are different. 

As to his oral public 1ninistry, it was universally ·
felt and confessed that he !1-ad always something of 
worth to say, and knew also how to express it. 

BREVITY, 
LUCIDITY, 

OPPOR TU1VE1VESS, 
characterized his ever-welcomed niinistry, which was 
g1,eatly blessed by God. 

His bodily strength was ne-i•er great, yet his labours 
were abundant, not only in Great Britain and 
Ireland, but in the far-away West Indian Islands, 
where fruit not a little was granted hini in men of 
several nationalities. In private life he was most 
genial and considerate, able and valiant in and for 
the Faith, no rancour obtained in the conflict or 
in the issue. 

Being apt to teach made hi1n to be prized for 
counsel, which ever showed how fully he was a peace
maker. 



REllfINISCENCES OFF. A. BANKS v11 

The parent-like care and love he carried about with 
hini for an afflicted brother in the flesh evidenced to 
us who knew hi1n how big and tender his heart was. 
Yet, alas ! how little this was regarded by those 
to whoni the honour was given to 111.aintain such an 
one as having gone forth for " The 1Va11ie' s Sake " ; 

we pray that this 111,ay be noted by all unto the buying 
up of opportunities that a11e yet within our reach in 
the others who as he are too often viewed as by the1n
selves alone, whereas there are generally those of 
their household besides dependent on the suppgrt of 
such labourers as to the1n bread-winners (c01npare 
2 Tim. 1. 16-18). 

Before his departure to be at ho,ne with the Lord, 
it was quite noticeable how frequently he asked the 
Saints to sing, making melody in their heart to God, 
that very sweet hymn-

" The glory sht'nes before me, 
I cannot li'nger here." 

To reflect our dear departed a little in his brevity 
we 1nust close, and would with a word or so 1nore 
urge our readers' prayerful conside11atiou of his 
w11itings, which shall doubtless bring about a fulfil-
1nent of the spirit of the words, 

"THEIR vVORJ(S DO FOLLOW THEJJ1." 

And even thus, Abel-like, shall F. A. B., though dead, 
yet speak, and, Sanison-like, effect 1nore by his death 
than by the days of his life upon the earih. To this 
end will the writer, your well-wisher, pray. 

JOHN BROJ,VN. 
Greenock, June, 1898. 



A very iew iootnotes to Mr. F. A. Banks' writings have 

been added by the Editors. The author's own footnotes 

have his initials appended. 
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SPIRITUAL GROvVTH. 

THE N KW-BORN SouL. 

" Being born again ,, (1 Peter 1. 23). 

MosT eventful in the history of any man i� the moment 
when he knows, for a certainty, that he is born of God. 
That the new birth is an absolute necessity, if Heaven is 
to be entered, is one o-f the plainest things taught in 
Scripture. 

True, there are men to be found bold enough to deny 
this: but that any should, who profess belie£ in the 
Word 0£ God, baffles all explanation. Memorable indeed 
is the utterance of the blessed Lord, " Ye must be born

again," and we rejoice as we remember that there are 
thousands to-day to whom it does not apply-they have

been l Children of God, resting upon His W 01'd, which 
cannot be broken, indwelt by His Holy Spirit, they have 
been taught to cry-" Abba, Father." As sinners, it. was 
their part to believe "that Jesus is the Christ," and this 
belief,-this unfeigned, living faith wrought the mighty 
change (1 John 5. 1). 

Delivered from eternal doom and unutterable anguish, 
in possession of peace and joy, they can now contem
plate unspeakable glory. 

It is their portion by heavenly birth, and nothing can 
possibly rob them 0£ it. .Already they have the earnest 
of their inheritance, and very soon they shall possess and 
enjoy its fulness. 

9 
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But, is it not profitable to inquire, if every child of 
God will have an abundant entrance into the Everlasting 
Kingdom? We think not. Sometimes we have stood 
beside an harbour, and watched the entry of vessels; 
some come in with every sail set and a fair breeze ;
others are towed in. So it is with Christians. 

"Every tempest-driven bark, 
With Jesus for its guide, 

Shall soon be moored in harbour calm, 
In glory to abide." 

But some, pursuing the ways of their God diligently, 
shall have an abundant entrance, while others-Lot
like-(because of imputed righteousness) shall be literally 
dragged out of a scene ripened for judgment, "saved, yet 
so as by fire" (1 Cor. 3. 15). 

How many there are converted, yet indifferent to "the 
ways which be in Christ." 

"In Christ," by virtue of relationship, but apparently 
indifferent to their Redeemer's wishes, so far as obedience 
is concerned. 

This is lamentable indeed, and betrays a spirit of cold
ness and deepest ingratitude. 

Conversion is a great reality, but it is only letter "A" 
in God's alphabet. 

Certainly it is crossing the threshold, but when saved, 
a man has the whole range of the will of God to explore 
and delight in. 

God desires His children to grow-to develop into 
robust and useful Christians-to become positive blessings 
to all by whom they are surrounded, while they shine for 
His glory. 

Hence we read of the cravings of the Divjne nature. 
Are we born of God ? then we should '' desire the 

sincere milk of the Word, that we may grow thereby',
(1 Peter 2. 2). 
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The new life, to be_ vigorous, must be nourished, and £or 
the babe in Christ, God has provided milk. 

D.oes one newly-born of God covet to grow? Then, "if 
any man will do His will he shall know of the doctrine." 
Let him make it his business to obey the elementary 
principles of Scripture, and to such an one the Father 
will reveal more ·and more of the hidden treasures of His 
will. 

Has baptism been neglected, and fellowship of 
gathered Saints unsought? Then, how can there be 
n.ught but weakness ? We know these are but beginnings
in the school of God, but ·attention to such matters is the
way to spiritual growth and power. We counsel young
believers diligently to · search their Bibles, to seek after
the nourishment the God of all grace has provided for
them there. Let them treasure in their hearts every
morsel of God:.breathed language, and never let it be
lightly esteemed_. It is their's to learn that they may
obey.

Some little time since, the leader of a huge religious 
organization declared his intention to prepare a Bible for 
the use of his converts, in which he meant to omit "the 
genealogies, and things 0£ no pressing moment ! " 

What next, we wonder? A mutilated Bible ! 
Never! No toleration of such impiety and presumption 

can be endured. "All -Scripture is given by inspirat.ion 
of God, and is profitable." To omit certain things from 
God's book may be a convenient course in order to ensure 
the success of one's own will, but the idea is arrogant in 
the extreme, and must be unflinchingly resisted by all 
who honour and revere the will of the Lord. The people 
returned from Babylon were but a remnant, yet they 
needed the whole law, and Jehovah bade them remember 
it. (Mal. 4. 4.) Oh, that the word of the Lord were 
more precious to our souls ! The land is flooded with 
Bibles, but how little real earnestness of desire to become 
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familiar with the holy precepts therein. Hence the pany 
Christianity of our time. 

The .Apostle John wrote to fathers, young men, and 
little children, and in this division of the family of God 
upon earth, we see Divine progress. Instead of this, how
ever, baby incapacity is prevalent. Like some of the 
Heb�ew Christians, many saints are dull of hearing 
(Heb. 5. 11), and when "£or the time they ought to be 
teachers-they have become such as have need of milk'' 
(Heb. 5. 12). The milk was their proper food at con
version, but considering the time since they knew the 
Lord, a very different state of things should exist. Satan 
has succeeded in keeping them weaklings, and, as a 
natural result, very little aggressive work "is done for 
God. 

'' Every one that use th milk is unskilful in the Word 0£ 
righteousness, for he is a babe" (Heb. 5. 13). We shall 
see presently one of the great causes of this infantile 
condition; but let us examine for a moment the expres
sion-" unskilful in the Word of righteousness." 

.About three years ago, we remember being in a certain 
town, holding meetings nightly in a tent. 

One evening a lady professed conversion, and rejoiced 
in the definite knowledge of sins forgiven. 

Upon reaching home she immediately told her brother 
(an avowed minister of a certain sect) that Christ had 
given her eternal life and that she could not perish. To 
her surprise, he remarked, "That's all nonsense, you 
may £all away and be lost after all. If you go back to 
that tent I'll give you a puzzler for the preacher, and 
you will soon see that all this certainty is unwarranted . 
.Ask him to explain to you Heb. 6. 4 to 8, and tell him I 
told you to enquire." 

The next night she came again, and while putting her 
query, told us the position her brother occupied. We 
helped her to see the meaning of the scripture referred 
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to (which does not affect the actual possession of life at 
alJ) and then remarked, " You might say to your brother, 
that if he were not keeping himself in the condition of 
Heb. 5. 12, 13, he would find no difficulty in Heb. 6. 4, etc. 

The fault is not in Scripture, but in our own miscon
ception of the mind of God. 

Satan hinders the work of God very effectively if he 
can keep believers in this baby state. They are of 
necessity unskilful in the -v.r ord of righteousness. (Com-
pare 2 Tim. 2. 15.) 

In Eph. 6. 17, we read of the word of God, or more 
correctly, a " word," or " saying" of God, and this :is 
called "The Sword of the Spirit." In the Lord's 
temptation we get a beautiful illustration of this 
principle. 

However varied the suggestions of the Evil One, being 
" skilful in the Word of righteousness " He could nse 
"the Sword of the Spirit" with effect and victory. It is 
ours to do the same, but so long as we merely take milk, 
and remain in a state of infantile incapacity, we shall be 
unable so to act. 

A. word now as to the cause, or one of the causes, of
this weakness among Christians. 

Read l Cor. 3. 1-5. It is the sectarianism which 
exists! And in this connection it is instructive to re
member the order of this epistle. 

Among other things a fornicator was in their midst 
nnjudged. They were going to law one with another; 
eating food sacrificed to :idols regardless of the con
sciences of weak saints, etc., etc. 

But what is the first thing exposed ? The ger1n of 
ungodly division, which was terribly heinous in the Lord's 
sight. Therein was Satan's masterpiece of evil! A.nd 
let it not be forgotten that we need not belong to tho 
"systems," as they are called, to be sectarian. 

We may, alas ! boast in deliverance from these, and 
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yet nurse the spirit of sectarianism in our very bosoms; 
What of the little party sections . among Christians pro=
fessedly gathered to the Lord ? 

Our bodies may never associate with avowed sects, but 
our spirits may be -permeated with this evil germ of 
division, in spite of our separation from denominations. 

I\1:ay God in His grace anoint our eyes with divine eye
salve, that we may see our own defects and be humbled 
in His sight. 

Of what value is the form of right things if spiritual 
power be lacking ? 

The remnant got back to the right position, henceforth 
they abhorred idolatry, and resumed Divine ordinances, 
but in the days of :Malachi formalism and unreality were 
rampant. 

:May we learn the lesson, and while a Godly position 
-is not to be undervalued, let us see to it that our con
dition corresponds thereto.

It is interesting to contrast the 3rd of 1 Corinthians 
with the 4th of Ephesians. 

If gifts are wrongly received, and a party spirit fostered, 
there must be weakness. This is the lesson of the first
named scripture. In the latter, on the other hand, we 
find one of the objects of gifts is "That we henceforth be 
no longer children" or babes (same word as 1 Cor. 3.). 
True ministry strengthens believers, and after all, this 
is the only true test of ministry. 

We fear some dear brethren are like so many crutches. 
If God took them to Heaven, or removed them to somo 
other place on earth, the saints they have been in the 
habit of helping would not be able to stand alone. 
Herein is a great error, and such a ministry, however 
much appreciated by hearers, is not in the power of God. 

Poor Mephibosheth was lame on both feet, but pray 
don't blame him-it was the fault of his nurse! There 
are many .dea-r saints who stumble at everything that 
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comes along, and very often it is the guides who arc to be 
blamed. 

Timothy was exhorted to be" a saviour" to those who 
heard him, but few comparatively regard their ministry 
in that light to-day. 

How shall the saints be preserved from being tossed 
hither and thither by the increasing blasts 0£ - evil 
doctrine? 

Help them to grow, see that the roots of-their spiritual 
life take a firm grip far beneath the surface, and all will 
be well. 

In conclusion, let us echo over again the Apostle's need
ful words--" Quit yourselves like men, be strong." 



Il 

ON CONTINUING. 

I. " CONTINUE IN MY w ORD."

JOHN 8, 28-32. 

THESE words were addressed to a company 0£ Jews who 
had believed in Christ. He had spoken in. their hearing 
of being lifted up, referring, in anticipation, to His cross. 
By faith they had made Him their Saviour, and the one 
act of faith in Him had made them the blessed possessors 
of " eternal salvation." 

This they knew from Himself, and nothing could alter 
His Word. In this respect they were like a little lad in 
A-, who had received the gospel, and was consequently 
very happy. Some one remarked to him, "Well, John, 
yon appear to be very joyful ! " 

''Yes, sir, I've got forgiveness of sins, and I am joyful." 
"But, John, supposing you awoke from sleep very 

miserable on the morrow, would you be saved then ? " 
"Yes, sir, because John 3. 16 would remain unaltered 

in my Bible ; and I rest on that ! " 
But, while the salvation of the soul was au unalterable 

and blessed fact, yet, if they would be His disciples, they 
1nu.st continue in His Word. Discipleship involves two 
things:-

1st. Drinking in the mind of the Lord w bile at His 
feet. 

�n.d. Obeying Him implicitly in all His commands. 
Reader, you may be saved; but are you a disciple? It 

is blessed to be delivered from the power of the Devil at 
16 
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conversion; but remember there are other aspects of 
bondage in which even saints may be. Hence the re
mark, " Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." The traditions of men enslave many a 
true-born child of God. They entangle him so fatally 
that many a one never emerges into the glorious freedom 
of obedience to Christ down here. We beseech you to 
diligently peruse the Holy Scriptures-not to satisfy 
curiosity, but to obey them in simplicity. Thus shall you 
tread-the holy pathway of discipleship, and discover more 
a.nd more of the hidden beauties of Scripture. Are you 
in perplexity as to baptism, or any other truth ? " Con
tinue in My Word" is His message to you. Whatever 
the circumstances may be, God has made ample prov�sion 
in the Word of His grace ; and those that seek shall find, 
and they that obey as they learn shall assured]y" know 
of the doctrine." 

II. "CONTINUE YE IN MY LOVE."

JOHN 15. 9, 

These words, uttered by the blessed Lord to His dis
ciples, do not imply that they could get outside the 
power of His love. The context proves this-" As My 
Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." The infinite 
and eternal character of God's love to Christ declares to 
us, there�ore, what is the marvellous standard of Christ's 
love to us. Shall God's love to Christ ever cease ? 
Never ! Then Christ's love to me can never cease. 
" Continue in My love" comes suitably after the declar
ation of the character of His love. As though He would 
say, My love is as the ocean-deep; unfathomable-bathe 
your weary sou]s ever in it! It is as the sun shining in 
its strength ; keep_ in the sunshine of it ! The 15th of 
John is not intended to teach relationship, so much as 
fruitfulness in service. 

n 
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You would not expect the tender vine to flourish in a 
cold, foggy atmosphere. In order to have fruit, it must 
enjoy the rays of the sun. Just so with ourselveQ. I£ we 
would be fruit-bearing branches in the heavenly vine, we 
must of necessity abide in the sunshine of communion 
with Christ. How Jnuch service there is to-day that 
lacks this precious fruitfulness. ::Much of our work 
greatly resembles the condition of the people 0£ old, who 
as they ·went about Jehovah's service, said, "Behold, 
what a. �eariness is it!" Oh, for more realization of the 
fervent love of Christ in all our efforts to do His will! 
Then all dreariness would· depart, and we should not be 
barren· as we are to-day. We need grace for self-examin
ation in this particular. Shall our fruit remain? is a 
question that should constantly exercise our consciences. 
God deliver us all from mere routine in anything we seek 
to do for His glory, and may He create in our hearts such 
n, sense of that love which passeth knowledge, that, with 
holy zeal and increased fervour of spirit, we may do what 
our hands find to do with all the energy of our new man. 

"Oh, how will recompense His smile 
The sufferings of this little while!" 

III. " CONTINUE IN GOSPEL TES'1'IMONY ."

ACTS 26. 22, 28. 

In this scripture, Paul narrates b�Eore Agrippa and 
Festus his conversion to the Lord. 0£ this theme he 
never tire� ! A quarter of a century had gone by since 
" the chief of sinners " had passed from death unto life ; 
and, during the whole of that time, be had proclaimed to 
Jew and Gentile : " Behold the Lamb of God ! " Nobody 
was more zealous of the holy doctrines 0£ Scripture than 
Paul, or more careful in his adherence to them ; yet he 
never allowed his zeal to cease regarding the gospel of 
the grace of God. The secret of it all was, that he 
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"obtained help of God." He was constantly drawing 
from an unfailing source the necessary power and suc
cour. Is not this where so many of us fail? Paul could 
never have continued thus, with untiring energy, had he 
trusted to his own resources. Ab, brethren, where is the 
ardour of soul we once possessed in this respect ? Time 
was, in our own experience, when we made our chiefest 
business the winning of souls for Christ. In the railway 
train, watching a suitable opportunity, we dropped a 
word in season, or handed to fellow-passengers a little 
book that told "of Jesus, and His love." Have we be
come too respectable, and too -worldly to stand at the 
street corner and preach of eternity and its momentous 
issues ? God wake us up, and endue us with increased 
activity in the Holy Spirit ! And, let us remember the 
character of Paul's preaching-" Saying none other 
things than ... that Christ should suffer," etc. In his 
preaching there was no adaptation to the fancies of the 
people. He declared the message of God, concerning 
Christ, pure and simple; and, with no aids of human in
vention to make it '' take." The living Word and the 
living Holy Spirit sufficed him. Two brethren had a 
conversation a few months ago, and the following is the 
gist of it:-

.A. " I wish we could get the people as the army does! 
Might we not introduce similar tactics to theirs?" 

B. "Well, I would not object to your using their
tactics once, with one condition." 

A. " What is your condition ? ''
B. "After you have got the people in with such means,

preach over again Paul's sermon to Felix: ' Righteous
ness, temperance, and judgment to come,' and then try 
your band, etc., the next night." 

A. " Do you think they would not come twice ? "
B. "I do; for you cannot join God's sacred truth

with such frivolity. If you get people in with such 
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means, you must give them a corresponding entertain
ment inside to ensure their attendance." 

And he was right. What we do need is di vine power ; 
and God will grant it to us i£ we diligently and prayer
fully seek after it. 

IV. "CONTINUE IN 'l'HE FAITH."

CoL. 1. 23. 

We are accepted in Christ; and, so far as relationship 
goes, are as holy as God can make us. But if we would 
be nnreproved at the judgment seat of Christ as servants, 
we must "continue in the Faith." This involves a 
diligent perseverance in " all the counsel of God." 

It was this Faith that Jude exhorted believers to con
tend earnestly for. But, alas! how many saints there 
are totally indifferent to this solemn obligation. Others 
again, who did run well, have made shipwreck concerning 
the 'Faith' (1 Tim. 1. 19, 20), while many more, through 
the seducing influences of Satan, have been overthrown 
(2 Tim 2. 18). Already, as in Malachi's times of old, we 
hear some asking, " What profit is it that we have kept 
His ordinance?" and many a one has stepped aside. It 
is not an easy thing to follow the Lord fully ; and it never 
was. And yet, God is able to make all grace abonnd to
ward us. 

In Nehemiah's time the remnant that had got back to 
a right position soon began to show signs of declension. 
It was this that stirred up the godly zeal of Nehemiah, 
and caused hin1 to contend with the people. In chapter 
13. of the book that bears his name we have three illus
trations of this, which are very instructive. Read verses
10, 11; 15-17; 23-28.

1st. God's house was being forsaken. 
2nd. God's rest was being profaned. 
Sed. God's separate people were mingling with the un

clean. 
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All these things have a spiritual significance for us, 
and show us how soon we may become indifferent to the 
Faith once delivered to the saints. Why should we rest 
content with conversion ? Clearly enough this gives a 
divine claim to glory; but are we �atisfied with that 
knowledge? Why, the great ocean of God's everlasting 
truth lies before our gaze; and it is our responsibility to 
explore it and practise it. 

In Acts 2. they continued in the Apostles' teaching, 
went on uninterruptedly; and so should we. - Surely it 
jg most necessary for us to remember that, while in 2 
Tim. 3. the Apostle declares that evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, he exhorts 'l'imothy. to con

tinue in the things he had learned and been assured of. 
God give us this continuing grace and power even until 

the Lord comes. Amen. 



III 

NEGLIGENCE IN REGARD TO THE 
PERISHING. 

(READ PROV. 24. 11, 12.) 

THESE words of Holy Scripture are of weighty, individual 
import. "If thou �orbear to deliver." Every Christian, 
whether man or woman, is under a solemn obligation to 
God in this respect. Each may do evangelistic work in 
his or her sphere. It is not merely a question of privilege, 
but one of the deepest responsibility. We :fear that this 
is to a large extent overlooked. 

Doubtless we all rejoice to hear of the activity and 
success of others in gospel work, but are we individually 
concerned to win souls £or Christ ? Do we make it our 
own business? ·None need excus� themselves upon the 
grounds of inability or youth. The blind man (John 9.), 
upon the very day he received his sight, not only bure 
testimony of his Healer, but inquired of others, "Will 
ye, also, be His disciples?·" They cannot possibly go out 
of their depth if they only narrate their conversion to 
God and invite sinners to Jesus. 

Is not the growing indifference of many Christians in 
regard to the unsaved, appalling? Around us, on every 
hand, thousands are being" drawn unto death." Beneath 
their very feet a dark, Satanic energy is doing its deadly 
work-participators in the death of Adam, away from 
God, they pass heedlessly along the broad road to de
struction. 

Sometimes, as we muse upon this subject, a fear comes 
22 
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over our mind, lest in eternity souls writhing in unutter
able pa.in and anguish shall have bitter memories of our 
indifference who profess to be Christians. The thought 
haunts us! Shall it be _that some poor, damned souls 
shall have occasion to reflect on us? "They never lived 
as i£ they believed it, they never preached as if it really 
possessed their hearts." 

Already the unconverted "are ready to be slain," they 
need not commit another single sin to ensure damnation! 
and can we, who know their danger, stand by and see 
them perish? Oh, for more divine vehemence as we 
raise the cry of warning ! Were the terrible realities 
attached to an eternally-burning Hell more realised by 
each of us, what a difference it would make in our whole 
behaviour and preaching ! If it were verily burned :into 
our very being, what different results would be manifest 
in our endeavours to rescue the perishing! Who among 
us could look into the face of God and say, "Behold, we 
knew it not," referring to the perilous state of the lost ? 
Then let us take heed, while guarding ourselves against 
such an utterance, lest our actions demonstrate such a 
condition of soul. 

He who ponders the heart considers, and the time 
of reckoning is to come. 0 ur own souls, once in the 
grasp of Satan, are now in the safe keeping of Almighty 
God. A consciousness of danger caused us to flee to 
Christ, and we are safe. Delivered from so great a 
death ourselves, can we be negligent as to the imminent 
danger of others? The judgment seat of Christ is before 
us, and individually we must give account to Him. 
"Shall He not render to every man according as his work 
shall be ? " Thank God we are eternally released from 
the doom and penalty of our sins, but shall we not suffer 
loss at the judgment of works unless we awake to a 
sense of the Lord's claims upon us here? The thief on 
the cross, receiving the mercy of salvation just ere he 
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breathed his last, passed into paradise. He bad no 
opportunities £or service. An_d shall it be with any of us 
t,hat, after years upon ea1·th (with innumerable oppor
tunities for service), we shall be, as he, " saved, yet so as 
by fire P" To bear, t.hroughout eternity, no marks of 
the approbation of Christ P How easy to sing-

" Oh, how wi11 recompense His smile, 
The sufferings of this little while!" 

But do we mean it ? Does He, who searches the heart 
(as our lips sing such _words), see that we really covet 
and anticipate the 1Yiaster's smile and "well done ! "
Crowns of righteousness and glory await the faithful, de
voted servants of Christ; but if we desire our brows to 
be adorned with their splendour, it will only be because 
we merited them at the Master's hand by our manner of 
life and steadfast adherence to His will during our 
pilgrimage here. 

The Lord stir up our hearts, and give us Heaven-born 
zeal, causing us to know in power what it is to please 
Him. 



IV 

BAPTIS:M: IN FOUR ASPECTS.1

"Every word of God is pure . . . Add thou not unto His 
words lest He reprove thee and thou be found a liar."-Prov.

30. 5, 6.

THERE n,re four distinct aspects of baptism clearly 
treated of in Holy Scripture, viz :-

1. The baptism of John.
2. The baptism of Christ on the Cross.
3. The baptism of believers in one Spirit into one

Body. (See Revised Testament,) 1 Corinthians 12. 13.

4. Believers' baptism.

I. TrrE BAPTJS::\I oF Jo1m.

Let us, in the first place, trace from Scripture the 
baptism of John, the forerunner of Christ. In Matthew 
3. 2, he is found declaring, "Repent ye, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand," and if we refer to Acts 13. 24,
we Ree without a shadow of a doubt, that John's baptism
was confined exclusively to Israel.

Now, let us refresh our memories in regard to the 
treatment which John received from this people. Whilst 
it is obvious that some accepted his meRsage and attended 
to it, yet the many would neither give heed to him, nor 
recognise the One of Whom he spake. 

In the 11th of 1'1:atthew the Lord Jesus Christ is 
speaking to the Jewish people, under the figure of 

1 Notes of an address delivered at the Meeting House, Lot 
192, Camp Street, Georgetown, on June 22nd, 1882. 

25 
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childrel?- sitting in the market-place calling unto their 
follows, declaring: "We have piped unto you and ye 
have not danced, we have mourned unto you and ye 
have not· lamented." He il1ustrates that this ungodly, 
"contrary people" would neither hearken to John's 
1nournful call unto repentance, nor would they respond 
to his invitation to Joy and gladness. Let us bear in mind, 
then, that the Jews rejected the teaching of John's bap
tism, and finally murdered the King whose coming John 
had announced. Well, in consequence of the rejection of 
"Heaven's King" God now turns from the Jewish nation 
in the character of the God giving His Son Jesus the 
kingdom on earth at that time, and begins to work differ
ently. 

Having said thus much, let me beg of you to turn to 
the 18th chapter of .Acts on this point, and to notice, 
also, the first part of the 19th chapter. 

In chapter 18. 24, we find .Apollos, an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the Scriptures. This man was instructed 
in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in spirit, he 
spake, and taught diligently the things o� the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John, and in the next verse 
we find the Lord's servants teaching him the way of the 
Lord more perfectly. 

Then in chapter 19. verses 1-7, we find twelve men 
who were professed disciples; but who had only been 
baptized unto John's baptism, and as the result of Paul's 
instruction they were re-baptized in the name of the Lorcl 
Jesus. 

The laying on of the .Apostle's hands gave these 
persons to receive the power of the Holy Spirit in a 
special manner, for they "spake with tongues and prophe
sied." 

Let those who claim Apostolic succession demonst?-ate

their possession of it in this way, and then none will 
charge them with unwarrantable assumption. 
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Thus far, then, we have clearly seen that John's bap
tism was unto Israel, aud as touching the kingly character 
of Christ. The Jews reject Christ, and murder Him. 
God's purposes in consequence now work through a 
different channel, and an Apollos, with all his mightiness, 
must he instructed beyond this now, and twelve men 
must be re-baptized, because of the development of God's 
purposes of grace, in the calling out of a people from 
all nations to form a bride for His Son. 

II. THE BAPTISM: OF THE CROSS.

In Luke 12. 50, the Lord, in anticipation of His death, 
says, " I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how 
am I straitened until it be accomplished!" 

The character of this baptism is given by the utter
ances of the Psalms as viewing Christ on the cross 
(Luke 24. 44). 

Turn now to Psalm 69. 1, 2, "Save me, 0 God, for the 
waters are come in unto My soul. I sink in deep mire 
where there is no standing. I am come into deep waters 
where the floods overflow Me,"· and again, Psalm 42. 7, 

" Deep callet.h unto deep at the noise of Thy water-spouts, 
all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over Me." Such 
yerses illustrate the character of the judgment, which 
overwhelmed Christ, when, as the sinners' surety, He 
was dealt with by Goel. The believer discovers that God 
dealt with Christ :in this solemn manner on his account. 
"Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized unto 
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death ? " (Romans 
6. 3.) ":B-,or ye are u.11 the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus, for as many of you as have been bap
tized unto Christ have put on Christ." (Gal. 3. 26, 27.)

Now, my friends, in the mighty baptism 0£ the cross, 
was Jesus merely sprinkled with the wrath of God P 
Ponder this question, and that which it involves. Scrip
ture shews that the whole of the God-head were actors (I 
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say it reverently) at the cross. (1) The Father gave His 
Son (John 3. 16). (2) The Son gave Himself (John 10. 
15). (3) Christ offered Himself, etc., through the 
Eternal Spirit (Heb. 9. 14). .!.n·d this shews the 
fitness of the formula to be used in respect to believers' 
baptism ; but I shall refer to this again. 

III. THE BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT INTO ONE BODY.

Now, let us briefly enquire from Scripture as to what is 
meant by being baptized in one Spirit into one Body. 
(See Revised Testament 1 Cor. 12. 13.) 

The moment a trusting sinner avails himself of the 
salvation brought about by the death and resuITection 
of Christ. he is sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1. 13), 
and thereupon he is indwelt by the same Divine Spirit 
(1 Cor. 6. 19, 20). 

At Pentecost, believers were baptized in one Spirit into 
one Body, and at the conversion of a soul, the believing 
one becomes baptized into inseparable association with the 
Body, which is the Church (Eph. 1. 22, 23). 

And it is at this point that believers' water baptism 
comes in. 

IV. BELIEVERS' BAP'l'ISM.

Turn now to .Acts 10. 47, 48; here were people who 
had believed, and who had received the Holy Spirit, and 
yet Peter demands, "Can any man forbid WATER, that 
these should not be baptized which have received the 
Holy Spirit as well as we? And he commanded them to 
be baptized," etc. 

So that, it is not enough, if a child of God desires to 
be obedient, £or such an one to say, .Ab, well, I am con
verted, and I believe in the baptism of the Spirit, and I 
am content. Let such a person weigh this scripture over 
in the solemn presence of God. 

If we refer now to Matthew 28. 19, 20, we shall thei·e 
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learn the divine order in connection with this part of the 
subject. The Lord Jesus having died, and risen again, 
recognising His divine authority as the mighty victor 
over Death and Hell, speaks thus to representatives of 
Himself whom He means to leave on earth," Go ye there
fore"-

(1st) Make disciples or Christians (see margin). 
(2nd) Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
(3rd) Teaching them, to observe all things whatsoever 

I have commanded you. 
I. Make Christians. IL Baptizing such into the name

of the God Who gave His Son to the baptism of the 
cross, and into the name of the Son who gave His life 
there to redeem them, and into the name of the Holy 
Spirit. III. Teaching them to observe all things, etc. 
Now, no honest mind could possibly import into this 
scripture, the sprinkling of infants, confirmation, etc., 
and if such things are not contained in the Lord's com
mission to His disciples, where are they? Give us chapter 
and verse. Convince us with a-" Thus saith the Lord." 
Mere inferences from the Scriptures will not do. 

In order that we may see the practice of these verses 
by the Lord's servants, turn now, for one single sample in 
Acts 8. 12. 

When they believed Philip preaching, etc., they were 
baptized, both men:and women. And, if we link with this 
a verse in 1 Peter 3. 21, we shall discover that there is 
no saving virtue in believers' baptism, in tho putting away 
of the filth of the flesh (the mighty baptism of the crosR 
brings this· about), but it is the answer, or demand, or 
interrogation (see Revised Testament) of a good con
science toward God, and hence we find, that when the 
eunuch is converted, Acts 8. 36, he demands of Philip, 
"See, here is water, what doth hinder me to be bap
tized ? " 
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In Romans 6. we discover the teaching embodied in 
believers' baptism. Verse 3 speaks of the ba-ptism of the 
cross, whilst verse 4 teaches that believers' baptism is 
the like figu,re of that, viz., the death and .resurrection of 
Christ for th'e believer. 

In a word, -im,mersion is the only mode 0£ baptism which 
could express in .figure death and resurrection, and the 
obedient one �peaks thus, )Vas Christ overwhelmed in 
the waves and billows 0£ God's wrath for me, and was 
He raised from the dead for me ? Then, ,in obedience to 
the Scriptures, I will be put under the water ( into death), 
and I will be raised up out of it to express in symbol 
my identification with the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 

A word now, as to "household baptism." There are 
three households especially dwelt upon, by those who 
seek to establish "infant sprinkling" from Scripture. 

Lydia's household. (Acts 16.14-15.) The jailor's honse
hold. (Same chapter 30-34.) House o-f Stepbanas. 
(1. Cor. 1. 16.) 

Now, in order to infer even that Lydia had infants 
about her, you have, 1st, to give her a husband; 2nd, to 
prove that therefore she necessarily had offspring; and 
3rd, that even, if she had, that these were so young 
as to be incapable of exercising- faith in Christ. 

" Add thou not unto His words lest He reprove thee 
and thou be found a liar.'' (Prov. 30. 6.) 

Then in the jailor's case we read, verso 34, that he 
believed in God with all his house, and thus God pre
serves His precious truth, and we only wish that there 
were many such believing households to baptize in this 
our day. 

Then, in 1 Corinthians 1. 16, Paul declares he baptized 
the house of Stepbanas, and from this, again, "infant 
sprinklers " infer, and teach, that there were infants 
baptized. 
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Now, this is a very convenient way of reasoning, but it 
will not content the one who seeks to ascertain the mind 
of God, that he may practise it; besides, this same house
hold is referred to again in the same letter, and this 
second reference, chapter 16. verse 15, declares that this
very household addicted, or ordained, themselves to the 
ministry of the saints. Is it not a wonder, that our 
"infant sprinklers" do not infer from this verse that 
there were baby ministers in this household ? This would 
only denote consistency with their other deductions from 
truth! But enough of this. Let God's simple word 
speak. 

Those who believe are born of God. Such, and such 
only, are God's new-born, spiritual babes (1 Peter 2. 2), 
n,nd such only are to be baptized according to Scripture, 
a.nd let us ever remember that all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re
proof, for correction, for 'instruction in righteousness, that
the man of God may be perfect (filled full), thoroughly.
furnished unto all good works.-2 Tim. 3. 16, 17.

Let us beware, then, of having itching ears, and of 
such teachers, as are heaped together, to perpetuate creeds, 
n.nd dogmas, for which there is no commn.nd of God. 
2 Tim. 4. 3. 





V 

THE CHURCH, 

AND 

THE CHURCHES OF GOD. 

A SoGGESTIVE OUTLINE OF T&urH. 

Gon's heart has ever been set upon man, but while this 
is a grand and glorious truth, we must not forget that 
the dispensational manifestions of His love greatly vary. 

In the past, God's elect ones were of the natural seed 
of Abraham, and witnessed for Him in a national capa
city. In the future, Jehovah means to glorify Himself 
in the restoration of Israel, and in greatly blessing the 
Gentile nations of the earth. (Acts 15. 16, 18.) 

During the present time, however, that is to say, from 
the descent of the Holy Spirit until the coming of the 
Lord for His saints, God is not dealing with men upon 
the distinctive platform of Jewish and Gentile relation
ships, but solely upon the broad basis of sinnership. 
" There is neither Jew nor Greek, . . . for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3. 28). God is now separat
ing to Himself "a peculiar people," and it was in regard 
to this unique period of time that Christ uttered those 
memorable words recorded in Matthew 16. 13, 18: '' And 
I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter (Petros), and 
upon this rock (Petra) (margin R.V.) I will build 

MY CHURCH, 

and the Gates of Hell shall not p1•evail 
the epistle to the Ephesians, we read 

�3 

against it." In 
particularly of 

C 
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this same aspect of truth. See chapters 1. 22; 3. 10 ; 
5. 28-32. Of this glorious Church or Assembly Christ
is Head, and all belieyers, despite all sectarian differences,
form a part. Linked together in one blessed eternal
bond of relationship, the saints of God may well sing-

" Once in Him, in Him for ever; 
'l'hus the Eternal covenant stands, 

None shall pluck thee 
From the strength of Jesus.' hands." 

THE CHURCH OF Goo. 

Now as we cannot be too particular in regard to our 
use of Bible phraseology (Tit. 2. 8), it may not be unde
sirable to say that the Church, as above referred to, is 
not called in Scripture the church of God, an expression 
frequently applied thereto. Hence it does not once occur 
jn the epistles to the churches of Ephesus and Colosse, 
two epistles which deal more prominently with that line 
of truth than any others. Its omission is noteworthy, 
and should be remembered. The phrase "chnrch of 
God " is used in the Word of God to designate a com
pany of believers acting together in local accountability 
upon· the earth, but lest this should appear to be a state
ment unsupported by the Scriptures, it will be necessary 
to note the places where it is used. 

I. " To feed the church of God'' ( Acts 20. 28). The
reading here, as many readers will know, is disputed, the 
alternative reading being, " The church of the Lord," 
and this would appen,r to be more in harmony with the 
clause attached-" which I-Io hath purchased with His 
own blood." But, on the other hand, if we retain the 
expression "church of God," it bears a distinctly local 
character. In verse 17 we read, "And from Miletas, he 
sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church,'' and 
therefore the Apostle, in giving his words of counsel and 
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warning, is thinking of the assembly which was in that 
city. 

II. " Paul, unto the chiwch of God at Corinth" (1 Cor.
1. 1, 2). In this verse the locality is so obviously marked
that any comment thereon would be superfluous.

III. " Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God" (1 Cor. 10. 32). 
r.rhe Apostle is here speaking in regard to the use of food, 
etc.� and it is important for us to remember that at this 
stage of the dispensation prejudices in this respect were 
exceedingly rife. Hence the Christians are exhorted, in 
their 'individua� habits, to give no offence. Paul is view
ing the Jews and Gentiles residing in the city of Corinth, 
and the phrase " church of God " simply refers to the 
assembly in that place too. 

IV. " What ? have ye not houses to eat and to drink
in, or despise ye the church of God ? " (1 Cor. 11. 22). 
Here again the thought is the same. It would appear 
from this chapter that the Corinthian saints were in the 
habit of partaking of a supper previous to the breaking 
of bread. Probably they imagined that because the Lord 
partoo� of a meal with His disciples prior to the institu
tion of the breaking of bread feast, they were to do the 
same. Then, the manner in which they ate and drank 
was of such a nature, that they were unfit to discern the 
Body in the ordinance which followed. This explains 
what Paul meant by repeating to them what he had de
livered to them to uo, and the interrogation respecting 
their own houses and the assembly is to enforce upon 
them the fact, that in their conduct of levity at this 
meal of theirs, they degraded the dignity and order 
wh1ch should characterize the people of God when 
gathered together. 

V. "I persecuted the church of God and wasted it"
(1 Cor. 15. 9, and·Gal. 1. 13). Saul's persecution of the 
saints was confined to J erusn.lem. See Acts 9. 13; 26.
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10. From this centre he had been the cause of their flee ..
ing to strange cities (Acts 26. 11; Gal. 1, 22, 24). Em
boldened by success, and being exceedingly mad against
them, he would fain follow the escaped ones, and attack
others. We read of his intentions regarding Damascus,
and of the authority he possessed to prosecute this dread
ful work; but, blessed be God ! Saul of Tarsus was
stopped in his mad saint-hating career; and he who had
purposed to enter Damascus in · a haughty and blood
thirsty spirit, entered it self-subdued, blind, and helpless,
a captive to the grace of God. Still, he had wasted God's
assembly at Jerusalem, and scattered the saints, and the
memory of this always produced in Paul the deepest
sorrow and humility.

VI. "If a man know not how to rule his own house,
how shall he take care of the church of God?" (1 Tim. 
3. 5). Oversight is always regarded as a local respon
sibility. It is manifestly so in this scripture. "I be
sought thee to abide still at Ephesus" (1 Tim. 1. 3); and
again, "These things write I unto thee, hoping to come
unto thee shortly" .Cl Tim. 3. 14). Those brethren who
are gifted of Christ, and appointed by the Holy, Spirit
to oversight work, labour in the localities where their
lot is cast. They do not oversee the Church which jg

His Body, but the church of God where they are. If
this were not so, it would place such under obligation
to look after the saints the wide world over. A sheer
impossibility!

CnoRCHES OF Gon. 

We have traced the expression " church of God " in 
the singular, and it will now be desirable to observe that 
God uses it three times in the plural. 

I. "If any man seem to be contentious, we have no
sue� custom, neither the churches of God" (1 Cor. 11. 
16). This is a word addressed to a church of God in 
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respect of those who would be self-choosing and self
sufficient in their fellowship. 

The assemblies of God are not places where persons 
may do as they like. One Christ is Lord over all, one 
Spirit operates in each, and the Scriptures alone con
tain their creed. This being so, what wonder i£ there 
should be similarity of views, and uniformity of prac
tice? Is it not a necessary result? 

II. " The Word of God which effectually worketh also
in you that believe, for ye brethren became followers of 
the churches of God," etc. (1 Thess. 2. 13, 14). In 
chapter 1. we learn the Thessalonians were converted to 
God, but in the verses above quoted we discover a step 
distinctly in advance of this. Unitedly they follow the 
example of the "churches of God." This was the out
come of the Word operating in their hearts, while the 
companies of saints which they sought to copy were 
God-created fellowship, and therefore perfectly safe ex
amples. Alas ! where may we behold the same thing 
to-day ? Where do we see the action of the Scriptures 
affecting those newly brought to God, and leading to 
similar results ? Evangelists are used of God in the 
conversion of souls, but jn too many cases the babes in 
Christ, instead of being looked after, and cast upon God 
and the Word of His grace, are cast adrift, and told to 
find out a "church" for themselves, or to look out for 
a minister under w 4om. they would be happy and com
fortable. Thus are tbo saints of God encouraged to take 
a false course, while the Sectarian systems of men be
come increasingly strong. 

III. "So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches
of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions 
and tribulations that ye endure" (2 Thess. 1. 4). Here we 
see the reciprocal relationships of the early assemblies. 
They knew no independency either in joy or sorrow. 
In the Lord's messages to the seven churches in Asia, 
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while it is perfectly true on the one hand that each 
church was responsible to judge itself {Darbyism practic
ally denies this) yet., be it remembered, in each distinct 
case it is said-" He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spi�·it saith unto the churches."

Thus it is apparent that the expressions "church of 
God," or "churches of God," are not phrases coined by 
some eccentric brethren, and applied to the assemblies, 
but that these terms are scriptural, and therefore applic- · 
able. 

WHA'r EACH CHURCH OF Gon SHOULD BE IN ITS LOCALITY.

In regard to this point it will be needful to look par
ticularly at Paul's 1st Epistle to Timothy. In chapter 
1. verse 3 we read as follows-'' .As I besought thee to
abide st.ill at Ephesus, when I went into :Macedonia, that
thou mightest charge some that they teach no other
doctrine"; and if this be read in connection with verses
14 and 15 of the 3rd chapter we shall see distinctly that
Paul is not viewing "the Church which is His Body" ( i.e.

God's entire dispensational Assembly of saints), but simply
the church of God at Ephesus (compare with verse 5).
" These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee

shortly, but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how
men should behave themselves in the Honse of God, which
is the Church of the Living God, the pillar, and ground
of the truth" (R.V.). That is to say, the Epistle con
tains instruction in regard to all in their various spheres
of service, in order that the assembly as a whole may be
a living testimony for all the truth. This, of course,
affords us divine guidance for the present time. Suppose
a person who is without a shadow of a donbt a Christian,
but who has imbibed the pernicious heresy of "non
eternity of punishment," or s01ne such doctrine affecting
the person and glory of the Lord," applies for fellowship
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in·a "church of God," would he be a fit person to·receive? 
Certainly not. But, is he not a member of the ·Body of 
Christ, being a saved person ? Yes, but that alone is not 
sufficient. The assembly has to be the pi11ar and· ground 
of the truth, and therefore the reception of such a person 
would m.ar its character, and seriously cripple its respon
sibility in this respect. 

LIFE IN CHRIST ALONE, 

regardless of. any·conditions, constitutes a member of the 
Body of Christ, but that is not absolutely alone the basis 
of a "church of God" fellowship. For instance, let us 
imagine that a representative of each of the various sects 
in a neighbourhood meet together in one place, all truly 
born of God, but differing entirely upon essential and 
important truths. They agree to form themsel-ves into a 
church or assembly, it being stipulated that each may 
retain their sectarian views. Could a "church of God " 
be built together of such material? (albeit every one of 
them were saved persons, and if Christ came for His 
Church, -would be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air). We believe not! :Mere intelligence, or know
ledge, should never be the absolute qualifications £01·

saints to possess, ere they are fit to be received into iL 

. "church of God." But, surely, in addition to life, there 
should be a willing spirit to obey the Word of God, and 
to own Jesus Christ as Lord. This is clearly taught in 
I Corinthians 1. 9 and 10. Because the church of God at 
Corinth had been called by a faithful God to the fellow
ship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, therefore does 
the Apostle insist upon subjection of heart and ways to 
the One unto whom God had gathered them. Is it not 
very desirable that this should be understood? Ought 
there not to be a preparedness of heart ·to relinquish any
thing previously believed, and a willing spirit to advance 
any step not taken .hitherto, if the Scriptures call :for it r 
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The church of God at Corinth was in its principles a 
pattern ass_embly. Its practices in many respects wero 
faulty and sorrowful, and the word of the Lord came to 
humble the saints and put then1 right. In chapter 5. we 
get some 

CARDINAL PRINCIPLES 

which should be very carefully weighed. 
I. The centre of a "church of God" fellowship. '' In

the name of the Lord Jesus when ye are gathered to
gether," verse 4, thus beautifully agreeing with that oft
quoted scripture, "Where two or three are gathered 
together in My Name" (Matt. 18. 20). It is not gather
ing to the name of any man, however deserving, or to his 
views of truth, whatever their nature. Jesus Himself 
can alone be the centre of attraction and gathering of a 
God-banded company in any place. 

II. The excommunication of a person when t,he church
is thus gathered (verses 4 and 5). Evil had crept into the 
assembly, and the saints are called upon by the Apostle's 

. authority to deal with it; but observe specially, the power 

for such discipline is only to be found in the Name to 
which they are gathered, and by virtue of the word of 
Him who bears the title of Lord. 

III. Therefore, " let ns keep the feast," etc. ( verse 8).
'l'h� persons who broke bread at Corinth were those who, 
being in fellowship, could, if called upon by the Lord, 
participate in this solemn act of excommunication. Thus 
we see RESPONSIBILITY AND PRIVILEGE inseparably joined 
together. Indeed, throughout the entire Word of God 
this is the case. Thus was the wicked person put away: 
be was not fit for the "church of God" fellowship at 
Corinth, although, despite this act of necessary discipline, 
he was still in "the Church which is the Body," for the 
Apostle speaks of "his spirit being saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus.'' Row could a, casual breaker of bread 
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(a person not in fellowship at all) join in an act of cut
ting off from any " church of God " ? 

Such a thing would surely receive no countenance from 
any, and how important it is to see that there is no such 
thing in Scripture as receiving to an ordinance at all : it is 
always receiving into the circle of the assembly, where all 
alike are subject to the rule and discipline of the Honse 
of God; and who can, if removing elsewhere, receive letters 
of commendation to other churches of God (2 Cor. 3. 1). 
To illustrate the importance of this, let us consider a case 
like the following. A Christian comes to an assembly 
occasionally to break bread, one who has never properly 
identified himself with the fellowship. It is reported of 
him that he has fallen into sin, but what can be done? 
Not being in fellowship, the assembly

,'
scripturally speak

ing, has no jurisdiction to act in discipline. Of course 
the saints may make up their minds to forbid him to 
break bread should he turn up again, but this is merely 
negative, and such a system of things cannot be God
glorifying. A number of esteemed Christians seem to 
have no concern about matters of this nature, and they 
deem it a correct thing to bring in persons because they 
are Christians to break bread now and again, while, of 
course, they would never dream of inviting such to parti
cipate in cases of responsibility. 

Surely this, though done doubtless by well meaning 
brethren, is inconsistent and contrary both to the spirit 
and letter of the Word of God. 'l'he proof that saints 
hav� truly learnt the mind of the Lord in respect to this 
blessed ordinance is not to be found in a spasmodic obe
dience controlled by circumstances, but in continuing 
"steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and 
breaking of bread and prayers" (Acts 2. 42). See the 
same principles in 2 Timothy 2, 22," Follow righteousness, 
faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of 
a pure heart." The saints at Jerusalem wore suspicious 
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of Paul, and afraid to welcome him, but Barnabas testi
fied of him in a favourable way, and the barrier was re
moved. But let it be particularly observed that it was 
not the testimony of Barnabas that Paul "was a Christian, 
and therefore he would break bread upon this occasion." 
No, "Paul assayed to join hi11iself to the disciples," to cast 
ira his lot among them, and to share with them privileges 
and responsibilities alike (Acts 9.). This is• a vastly 
different thing, and any saint desiring to follow• the Lord 
is entitled to be received thus. The-testimony of- any in 
whom the saints would have confidence, in regard to such 
applicants, is to be greatly valued; but when received by 
the assembly within· its circle, then it is incumbent upon 
such not merely to break bread, but to act in all matters 
relative to t,he assembly which may scripturally call for 
their attention. Both these things are prominent.Iy taught 
in the 5th of 1 Corinthians, and, to say the least, it is a 
deplorable state of things which encourages the saints to 
break bread now and again, and which never exercises 
their minds in regard to matters of responsibility. 

THE lNTERCOMMUNION OF THE CHURCHES OF Gou 
(2 Thess. 1. 4). 

While in regard to this point it may be freely admitt.ed 
that we have not such definite guidance as on some other 
subjects, yet there are principles laid down in Scripture 
which, if attended to, may afford us considerable instruc
tion. Such verses as these, for example (Col. 4. 10, 16), 
"Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, saluteth you, and 
Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas (touching whom ye 
received commandments), if he come unto you, receivo 
him." We are not told what these commandments were 
which the Apostle bad sent these saints. :M:ost likely 
they concerned Mark's service (compare Acts 12. 25; 13. 
13; 15. 37-39). It is perfectly clear, however, that 
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whatever their nature, they affected more- than ono 
church, for it is distinctly stated that the epistle was to be 
read to the Laodiceans too. Again, the very fact that 
letters of commendation are given and received (and this 
in accord with Scripture), is in itself an indication of the 
common relationship of all the assemblies God gathered. 

WHEN DOES A COMPANY OF PERSONS CEASE TO DE A 

CHURCH OF Gon? 

Revelation 2. 1, 5 may help us while considering this 
question. There was at Ephesus much that called forth 
the Lord's approval, but there also existed that which, if 
not purged out, would necessitate His rejection of them 
in an assembly capacity. Ere this is done, however, He 
gives them ample time t.o repent. This is ever His way. 
It was so at Corinth. If the Lord's rebukes lead to con
fession of that which is wrong, if His remonstrances pro
duce sorrow and repentance, it is all right (2 Cor. 7. 8, 
11). It may still be one of God's assemblies. On the 
other hand, if the word of the Lord is rejected, and in 
spite of His entreaties the sin be unconfessed, He must 
be righteous and set aside the candlestick. He removes 
the assembly light. The Ephesian saints had departed 
from their first love, and the first works had been neglected
as a natural consequence. It is not our province to judge 
in a matter of this sort at all! We reflect His act. vVe 
are not to disown an assembly until it is palpable that 
He bas disowned it. Assemblies are not to be ignored 
because of weakness and failure, or even sin, provided 
there is a power and a willingness to deal with the latter. 
It is only when the Scriptures are set aside, and Christ's 
Lordship practically repudiated, that it is abundantly 
clear the Lord has disowned them. However, it is need
£ ul to see that it does not follow of necessity, because an 
assembly bas been set aside, that therefore each individual, 
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indiscriminately, is to be discarded. The whole subject 
calls for the exercise of much wisdom, patience, and love. 
Each case may be so peculiarly different to another, that 
the help and power of God must be earnestly sought, 
that no rash and un-Christlike conduct may exist. 

In conclusion, let it be remembered that there is no 
need for us to be looking here and there trying to deter
mine which is the church of God, so much as there is a 
need for each company of saints in their own localities 
seeking to be themselves what a church of God should be, 
positionly and conditionally. Let them not trace their 
assembly origin to any phase of "Plymouthism," or to 
any other" ism," but to God, in His present living sove
reignty, operating upon their hearts and ways by His 
Spirit through His Word. And it may not be out of place 
just to remark (in order that the distinction may be 
clear·]y seen), that if a letter should come to any town 
addressed" to the Church which is His Body,"' it would 
be absolutely necessary to give its contents to all the 
Christians, irrespective of everything, whether under dis-
ipline or not. On the other hand, should it be addressed 

to the saints in a "church of God," or to "churches of 
- - ... 

-

God," surely it should be handed to those who seek 
collectively to carry out the principles of the churches of 
God of earlier and purer days. 

June, 1883. 



VI 

RECEPTION INTO },ELLOWSHIP. 1

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-In reply to yours of November 
last, I desire to acknowledge the gracious character of 
your communication, for, in ventilating our views upon 
matters of this sort one £cars there has been too much 
bitterness displayed, which is to be deeply deplored. We 
need grace and patience one with another, and nothing of 
this kind should be unduly pressed, either to the dis
traction of fellow-saints, or to division; for, after all has 
been said, we have much in common, and for which we 
can give to God our united, heart-felt thanks. 

In the first place, I would refer to your observation as 
to the general practice of " Brethren" for forty years. I 
presume this is no argument that helps to settle the 
question at all, as a reference to t.he eighth chapter of 
Nehemiah clearly demonstrates. In verses 13 to 17 we 
read of chief men coming to Ezra, to ascertain more fully 
the mind of Jehovah : and how they not only discovered 
something which had been entirely neglected, but their 
own obligation to see it carried into effect. The question 
was not-" Had David or Solomon attended to this 
truth?" but, "Is it written in the law of :Moses?" and, 
as a natural consequence, an ordinance which had been 
disobeyed since the time of Joshua-a period embracing a 
thousand years !-is obeyed. Surely this fitly followed 
the previous humbling and revival of the people of God, 

1 The substance of a letter to one who had written a reply 
to "The Church, and the churches of God." 
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described in the former "Part of the chapter. It seems 
to me that the same thing should be admitted to-day. 
We must not make the past conception of Truth by 
" Brethren " the standard for our practice for all time, 
else we are merely following an unwritten creed, and 
have become thoroughly sectarian. 

There are many precious nuggets of truth yet to be 
dug out of the mine of Holy Scripture: 'and, while grate
ful for the help afforded ns through beloved brethren in 
the past, our path must s'till be that of learners, obeying 
as we learn. And, at this point, I may say I was grieved 
and surprised to see the statement in yours, that some of 
us required from Christians " a pledge that they would 
not return to the sects." I am only a young man, and 
desire therefore to speak with becoming deference, but, 
having come into contact with a large number of assem
blies during the past ten years, I may say, I have never 
heard of a pledge being exacted from any. If it exists 
at all, it is certainly a deplorable state of affairs, and one 
which I should as readily condemn as yourself. 

I can quite understand brethren endeavouring to show 
applicants for feilowship the ground on which we 
seek to stand, and pointing out to such the sorrowful 
departure from Scripture of the avowed sects around us; 
but surely this is a very different thing from exacting a 
pledge from any. And here, let me remark, that this is 
where the practice of receiving Christians from a sect, 
for a day, is so mistaken a course, for when are such thus 
received evor instructed as to the God-dishonouring ways 
of an avowe� sect ? Methinks if this were faithfully and 
lovingly done, it would draw the true-hearted to Christ, 
outside the camp: while others would seldom trouble us. 
Is not chapter 6. of 2 Corinthians distinctly applicable 
here ? Some tell us this only refers to marriage with 
the unconverted, but clearly this is a mistake! The un
godly amalgamations of this scripture have to be sepa-
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r�ted from, at the bidding 0£ the Lord Almighty, whilst 
the exact opposite is commanded in relation to the 
1narria.ge tie, which is a life-long; unbreakllible alliance, 
aI1d if believers wed the unsaved, the act brings its own 
discipline and sorrow. The command to " COME OUT "

applies therefore to any association-religious or irreligious 
-in .which saved_ and 'Unsaved imite, and have a common
interest. It c.onten:iplates the joining of flesh and Spirit
(2 Cor. 7. 1), and po!:,itively forbids it. Said the Lord to
Nicodemus, "That whicli is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of �he Spirit is spirit." The exhorta
tion to "COME OUT'' involves separation eyen from the
saved, if they persist in remaining with the unsaved, in
any wrong association. God regards the uniting of_ flesh
and Spirit as "filthy" or "unclean." Why, then, should
saints in religious associations with the unsaved, who ask
for OCCASIONAL fellowship with us, not be taken aside and
taught the way of God more perfectly P Would it be
hurtfu� to them, or indicate a lack of grace on the part
of brethren, so to do P Doubtless it would be a blessing
to both.

The term "present state of humanity" in yours is 
rather vague; surely God's truth is unalterable, and un
affected by such considerations. Are we to be guided by 
Scripture, or shall we accommodate ourselves to the 
"present state of humanity:"? The former will doubt
less bring reproach and sorrow, but dare we take any 
other course P 

If I mistake not, you hold there are two great circles 
of Fellowship (leaving out selection aspect, concerning 
which we are agreed),-

1. Fellowship of Life.
2. The above, contracted through disorder of saints, as

contemplated in chapter 3. of 2 Thessalonians. 
Now is there not another circle of Fellowship in the 

First Epistle to the Thessalonians, which ,:you have
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omitted, and which should come in between the two 
circles you have nn.med? Thus-

1. -Fellowship of Life. " And ye became followers of
us, and of the Lord, having received the word," etc. (1 
Thess. 1. 6). This belief would place them in the Divine 
Family. 

2. Fellowship of a "church of God" in Thessalonica.
" For ye, brethren, pecame followers of the churches of
God which in Judrea are in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 2.
14). Thus the saints in the first circle assumed a local 
assembly capacity, a step in advance of their previous 
position, and which you seem to ignore. 

3. " Withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly " (2 Thess. 3. 6).

This third, or contracted circle of Fellowship to which 
you refer, would therefore be within the second circle
the local assembly-and not within the first circle, or 
"circle of life," as you put it. 

Then, as to your statement, .that "the church of God 
in early days embraced all believers in any place"
should this not be qualified, for the following, among 
other, reasons·? 

1. Did not the "church of God at Corinth" e:dst as
such, notwithstanding that the sinning one was without ? 
Certainly he is called "that wicked person," but he was 
still a believer, for it is written, "that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 

So that, while all under discipline, for any positive sin, 
in the early days, were ou,tside the assembly of God in 
the particular locality where they resided,_yet they were 
still regarded by God, and by their brethren, as in the 
life circle of Fellowship; and, dying, would have gone to 
heaven; or, had Christ come, would have shared in the 
rapture of the Church. 

2. What of those whom Paul wished would "cut them
selves off"? (Gal. 5. 12, R.V.). 
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There is no evidence that they were unbelievers; they 
were Christians who gave much trouble to their fellow
saints. Supposing Paul's desire had been gratified, and 
these persons had cut themselves off from the churches of 
Galatia, would not these assemblies have existed as 
churches of God, notwithstanding the separation of 
son1e? Is it not a lawful inference, that, even if these 
discontented Christians had left the assemblies, and 
formed theniselves into other assembly relationships, yet 
they would not have been God-gathered, nor affected, in 
the least degree, the standing as "churches of God" of 
those they left behind ? 

3 . .A.gain, take the assembly at Ephesus as an illustra
tion. The epistles to Timothy are addressed to him in 
Ephesus, and for the assembly at that place; a statement 
at once apparent from the 1st epistle, chapter 3. (R.V.). 
When we come to the 2nd epistle, chapter 2., we find 
false teachers had crept in, and overthrown the faith of 
some as to the resurrection. What was to be done? 
Must the faithful and unfaithful sections go on together? 
No! Upon each individual is thrown the solemn obliga
tion to depart from iniquity, and to "follow righteous
ness, faith, love, peace, with those who call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart " (2 Tim. 2.). Which company in 
Ephesus would be the God-constituted assembly ? The 
one in which '1.1imotby was, or the one led by Hymenreus 
and Philetus ? We never read of the restoration of the 
latter; but, thirty years later, the Lord addresses, in an 
assembly capacity, a church in that place! We therefore 
conclude that the company so addressed were those who 
bad purged themselves from the evil in their brethren 
thirty years previously. 

Y 011 refer to an "Orthodox Sect." The term is indeed 
strange to me; but I presume you mean in the general 
sense-orthodox as to fundamental Gospel principles. 
But, in these days of non-eternity and Ruch-like doctrines, 

D 
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whero is there such a sect P I mean in the fullest sense, 
and not in a particular or isolated part of a sect. Further, 
what do you mean by" an approved believer" from the 
sects? I do not understand tho force of the expression, 
and fear the definition thereof would be very perplexing 
to any who might have to determine it generally. W onld 
you . consider one " an approved believer " who was in a 
religious fellowship where known unbelievers were toler
ated as members ? 

�et me give you two cases,1 which may serve as illus
trations of the difficulties involved in this reception 
question-

CASE 1. A-- sends a letter on the Friday to one of 
the leading brethren in a certain town, saying-" As the 
Church of England here is too high church for my taste, 
and since there is no low church near, to which I can go, 
you may expect me to break bread with you on Sunday." 
She was gently told that, her motive being unworthy, 
she conld not be allowed. Did the brethren act wrongly 
in this case? 

CASE 2. B-- lives in G-, and fifty-one out of the 
fifty-two Sundays is at home, and goes to one of the de
nominations, passing the hall where saints are gathered 
to break bread. On the fifty-second Sunday he happens 
to be in another town, and is staying wit•h a friend whose 
custom it is to break bread every Lord's Day; he would 
as readily accompany his friend to the "Church" or 
anywhere else, but, since his friend goes to break bread, 
he thinks it would be nice to accompany him. He is not 
known in that part, so there will be no cross to bear. 

Returning home, he still goes to his " Church " or 
"Chapel," and has no conscience about breaking bread in 
the place where he resides. Should such an one be re-

1 These two cases were put before one professedly leading 
the saints, and _his emphatic judgment was that both should
have been heartily welcomed. F.A.B. 
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ceived as "an approved brother," or where are wo to 
draw the line? 

For myself, I fail to see that any act can be fraught 
with blessing to the soul, or pleasing to God, which does 
not spring from the knowledge that God requires it to be 
done. 

Take in all who have learned-however feebly-that 
God desires they should be there, and then instruct them ; 
but do not receive any who are mere patrons for the occa

sion, who simply accommodate themselves to the circum
stances in which they are placed. 

It has been said-" You must not examine, or judge 
motives. If they come, it is their responsibility," etc. 
Might not similar language have been said to John the 
Baptist? for, while the baptism of John was for all Israel, 
did he baptize Israel, regardless of their motives? No! 
He tested them, and gave them suitable admonitions. 
May �e not learn much from this analogy P Is there no 
responsibility resting upon brethren to investigate the 
motives which lead to application for fellowship? 

Now as to three of your statements in regard to 
"SECTARIANISM." You say-

( a) " Exceptional circumstances often try our prin
ciples, and if they do not stand the test, they are not 
God's principles. For instance: suppose a ship on a 
sixty days' voyage, and among the passengers a number 
of Christians; or a few believers meet casually at the 
sea-side. Joint participation in Gospel work, prayer, and 
ultimately in breaking of bread ensues. In each case, 
cannot they plead Matthew 18. 20, as much as any re

cognized assembly of believers, and will not the Lord be 
in their midst as promised ? "

(b) "We recognise this fellowship as based on a true
desire to 'do this in remembrance of Him,' as assembly 
fellowship for the time being." 

( c) " We believe there is a growing tendency amongst
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us to think that church fellowship is all concentrated in 
the breaking of bread." 

It is reasonable to suppose that among the Christians 
on board the ship referred to there would be representa
tives of half a dozen sects. Upon shore, presumably on 
account of scrupulous regard £or the truth, it had been 
found necessary for them to be apart one from the other; 
should they arrive at the desired port in safety, in all 
probability, they would just resume fellowship with the 
particular sect with which they had been identified before 
the voyage. 

Can it be possible that, without self-judgment and 
confession as to the separation from each other in their 
various sects previously, they could be regarded as 
a, God-gathered company of saints, merely because they 
brea)c bread together? Surely God is not the author 
alike of confusion on shore, and their union at sea ! 
'rhen, in treating of that which constitutes their fellow
ship, you omit all reference to Baptis?n and the Apostles' 
Doctrine. I feel sure you would not teach that these can 
be ignored by a company of Christians, and that they 
may be, notwithstanding, a Scriptural assembly. 

Some may regard it as "assembly fellowship for the 
time being," and give as a constituting reason their de
sire to remember the Lord in the Breaking of Bread. 
'1.1his would make God the author of a "casual" fellow
ship, and leave no room for that self-judgment and sorrow 
for divisions, which must ever characterize those who are 
led by God into "the simplicity that is in Christ " (2 
Cor. 11. 3). 

It would almost appear that you regard an assembly 
of God, gathered to the Name of the Lord, as the result 
of mere chance-brought into existence through circum
stances; and certainly it would be a very questionable 
course for professed followers of the Lord, incidentally 
meeting for the first time, to unite one with the other in 
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the privileges and responsibilities attached to an assembly 
fellowship. Is no know ledge of their antecedent be
haviour or present views necessary P It may be that 
prudent enquiries would reveal facts which would wholly 
unfit one or more from having fellowship. 

As to the third statement about the tendency to con
centrate fellowship in the Breaking of Bread, surely you 
propound an error, and then deplore it, for, in one para
graph you state that "assembly fellowship for the time 
being" is based on a true desire to remember Christ, and 
then deprecate the concentration which such a basis 
naturally leads to. 

But we must refrain-we fear the position you uphold 
would stand the test, neither in exceptional nor in or
dinary circumstances, as a consistent and Scriptural 
principle. 

There are just other two points I would refer to before 
concluding-

1. The weak in the Faith (Rom. 14. I).
2. Letters of commendation (2 Cor. 3. 1).
In regard to the weak in the Faith. I cannot see

"church reception" in Romans 14. or 15. at all. The 
weakness in the Faith i,here, is confined to specific things, 
those concerning which God has not laid down any de
finite instruction; and the command to "take" to them
selves those " weak in the Faith " would seem to be not 
into assembly fellowship, but into their private and 
domestic relationships. Hence, meats, drinks, etc., are 
referred to, all these being essentially in the social 
sphere; and, this being the case, the saints are not 
allowed to judge each other in matters of this sort. Con
trasting this principle with that in 1 Corinthians 5., 
where we read: "Do ye not judge them that are within? 11 

we see clearly that the "weakness" of Romans 14. has 
an emphatic limitation to the nature of things mentioned 
in the chapter. 
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We do not read in connection with " Him that is weak 
in the faith receive ye," "£or one believeth baptism to be 
unnecessary, another regardeth sectarianism to be lawful," 
etc., etc.; but "one believeth he may EAT," etc. I have 
stated this to show that, as I am unable to accept your 
premise, I cannot regard your deduction9 from this 
scripture as being correct. 

As to letters of commendation, you seem to make no 
distinction between persons already in fellowship and 
those who are not. That a great difference exists, I 
think is at once obvious. Supposing a brother, on a visit 
to a place, is commended for fellowship from a recognised 
assembly, and on that particular day the solemn dis
cipline of 1 Corinthians 5. is applied to an erring saint. 
Does that excommunication simply affect that assembly? 
Will it not also affect the assembly from which the visitor 
is commended? The simple difference seems to lie in 
this, that the visitor from a neighbouring assembly bows 
there and then to an act which, as one of another meet
ing, he would- be bound to ratify as soon as it came to his 
knowledge. But what similarity is there between this 
case and one who is a casual visitor, for that Lord's day, 
from the sects? Personally, he does not feel bound by 
the act, neither is the sect from which he came. He 
might, if he pleased, identify himself with the excom
municated person in a social way ( a thing forbidden in 
1 Cor. 5.), and what could be done? The assembly, 
which put out "the wicked person," has no jurisdiction 
over him, but let one who is in fellowship act thus, and 
he can be 11eached through the assembly where he is. 

That letters of commendation are very necessary and 
desirable is generally conceded. Not long ago, in a 
certain place, one was taken in as a Christian on his own 
testimony. No enquiries were made, and the following 
was the painful result. He soon turned out to be a glib
tongued teacher of non-eternal punishment ; whole 
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ft1.milies were divided, and where is he to-day? 011tside 
the assembly; having seduced some twenty or thirty 
simple saints into that anti-scriptural and deadly heresy. 
Looseness, then, as to reception is fraught with the most 
grievous results, sometimes, as in this case, leading to 
schism and heresy, and always producing weakness and 
sorroyv. 

Still we must wait one upon the other, and wherein we 
are not of the same mind, pray God to reveal it to us. 

We may obtain the assent of saints to this or that, bnt 
such a course can only produce parties and cliques, and 
will neither be helpful to believers, nor bring honour to 
the One whom we gladly own "both Lord and Christ." 

Yours faithfully in Him, 
F. A. B. 

January, 1884.





VII 

THE FEAST OF REM:E1ttIBRANCE AND 
TESTIMONY, 

THOUGHTS CONNECTED WITH 1 CORINTHIANS 11. 23-26. 

THrs Epistle is exclusively addressed to Christians, and 
the precepts and promises contained therein are only 
applicable to such. To some this remark may appear 
wholly unnecessary, but when we remember that isolated 
texts and portions of Scripture are being constantly de
tached from theit' context, and indiscriminately applied 
to saved and unsaved alike, the need for this reminder is 

at once apparent. 
None but the truly saved of the Lord have any right 

to partake of the Feast of Love, and it behoves even such 
to examine themselves most thoroughly as to their con
dition of heart and conscience ere they partake of its holy 
emblems. 

The first point that deserves attention is the source 

whence Panl obtained his knowledge of this ordinance 
and the manner of its observance; for let it not be 
forgotten that, at the time of its institution, he was 
unconverted, and personally knew nothing of that e,er
memorable scene on the night of the betrayal. 

Again, Paul did not receive his information concerning 
it from those who were " in Christ " before him, and who 
were eye-witnesses of its institution, and this enhances the 
importance of his expression, "I received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you," implying as it 
does a special and peculiar revelation to him personally. 
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In the light of this striking fact, is it not impious in 
the extreme for any one to regard this blessed ordinance 
with feelings other than those of deepest reverence and 
awe? 

Besides, observe the character in which the glorified 
Saviour revealed this to the Apostle-it was as the Lord ! 
-He in whom is centred all Divine authority, the only
Legislator for His servants and people.

Of a truth this ordinance is a precious privilege, but 
it is n.lso a duty imposed upon us by the Master's im
perative command. 

It is a privilege, because it is to us the sweet memory 
of His Cross and Passion; but it is a duty in that its 
observance is a proclamation to the world, until He gives 
effect on earth to His triumphant conquest on the Cross. 

Paul, having received the Lord's mind on this matter, 
delivered it to those converted through him, that they 
after their baptism might regularly observe it. That 
the Saints at Corinth were baptized is proven from the 
apostolic enquiry, "Were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul?" An interrogation quite meaningless if any 
should contend they were not baptized. 

Indeed, there is a divine fitness in the arrangement 
that Baptism should precede the Breaking of Bread (we 
are speaking of God's order, and any exceptional case can
not affect this); for these two ordinances are inseparably 
allied in their character, both directly relating to the 
work of the Cross. 

Baptism is only once required, and this at the outset 
of the Christian life, and points to our personal identifica
tion with that one atonement which has perfected us for 
ever. 

The l!,east of the Breaking of Bread is the periodical 
reminder of our relationship with that same mysterious 
and wondrous event; and to those who say, "It is on our 
heart to Break Bread," who are quite indifferent on the 
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subject of Baptism, we would say, Peruse your Bibles 
and ask ·God to discover to you the deep importance of 
that ordinance, concerning which your mind has been so 
little exercised. 

Either Christ is the Author of the ordinance of Bap
tism, or He is not. If the former, then be a.ssnred He 
intended you should observe it; but if the latter, then, of 
course, " it ·is a matter of opinion," and you are free to do 
as you choose. 

The broken loaf is symbolical of the bruised body of 
Jesus, on whom, as "The Bread of Life," we feed by 
faith, and the brother who says in.the assembly, "Let 
us give thanks," ere he breaks the loaf loses his individu
ality, and is, for the time being, the mouthpiece of the 
church. The same principle applies to the Breaking of 
the Bread-the act is not ministerial ( or should not be) 
but representative. We break it, just as we give thanks; 
his tongue_ in thanksgiving is the tongue of the Saints, 
corporately ; and the same applies to his hands in the 
Breaking of the Bread. 

Paul's object in this epistle is to convey the te·aching 
underlying this ordinance, and not to specify the time of 
its observance. The Apostolic expression "as oft" is to 
be explained by the Apostolic practice, and for this we 
must go to the book of the Acts of the Apostles (see 
chapter 20. 6 and 7). Paul and his companions were at 
Troas seven days, and while the Spirit of God is silent as 
to their doings during that period, He has caused it to be 
stated, in the most explicit manner, that they observed 
this Feast on the first day of the week. 

'rhis £3:ct alike precludes the thought of its observance 
being either more often or less seldom than once a week 
in Apostolic times, and we do well to remember that the 
expression '' breaking of brend" (or its equivalent) in 
Scripture does not always apply to the ordinance, whilst 
it is a designation undoubtedly applied thereto. Take 



60 SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

for instance, Acts 2. 46, a passage often wrongly applied 
to the Feast. Here, as the R.V. makes perfectly clear, 
the social life is referred to:·" And day by day, continuing 
steadfastly with one accord in the Temple ( the place of 
religious concourse), and breaking bread at home, they 
did take their food with gladness," etc. The phrase 
"breaking bread" is frequently applied to an ordinary 
meal-see Lamentations 4. 4; Acts 27. 34, 35. 

As we have previously remarked, there are two featnres, 
-wholly distinct, connected with this Feast.

1st. It is a remembrance to the Christian, and is de
signed to stir up his affections to Christ in a scene where 
everything is calculated to make him forgetful of his 
Master's rejection and death. 

2nd. It is a p1'oclamation (ye do proclaim, etc., R.V.) 
to this ungodly world, that the One whom it rejects is 
the object of our faith and love, and that in His Cross is 
our only hope. 

It is designed to perpetuate the recollection of the 
greatest event that ever did or e,er will transpire on 
earth. 

Hence the duration of the Feast is till the Lord shall 
come, Whose advent, while bringing to the Christian in
describable glory, will be fraught with eternal sorrow to 
His rejectors and enemies. 

Brethren, let us awake from our slumber! The King 
of Glory cometh! Ere long, and no more for ever shall 
we need emblems to speak of Him ; for we shall behold 
in His blessed body the imprints of the wounds of Cal
vary, and prostrate ourselves before Him in unhindered, 
sinless worship. 

Yes ! the last Lord's-day feast will come; and ere the 
next first day of the week shall dawn we, with loved ones 
gone before, shall be at horn.a with the Lord. 



VIII 

EUODIAS AND SYNTYCHE, 

OR INDIVIDUAL EsrRANGEllIENT. 

PHIL, 4. 2, 3 (R.V.). 

THE letter to the Philippians is characterised by an ab
sence of apostolic censure or rebuke in a specific sense, 
and is, in this respect, unlike all the other Pauline epistles. 

And yet t,here was a germ of trouble existing, which, 
if not destroyed, would hinder :fruitfulness, and in all 
probability create :faction. 

Euodia.s (a sweet savour) and Syntyche (affable), two 
sisters, were estrang�d, and Paul, in a letter which would 
be read publicly, refers to this matter. 

Some might be apt to say, "why call attention to such 
a trivial thing? Two sisters disagreeing, though de
plorable in itself, is not a very serious thing, and its 
effects cannot be very far-reaching or hurtful." But 
Paul, with divine insight and wisdom, knew better. 
" Behold how great a matter, a little fire kindleth ! " 

Were the saints of God more careful to watch and 
remove the beginnings of sorrow, there would. be less 
trouble and fewer divisions. 

In Matthew 18. a pen;onal trespass or positive sin is 
referred to, but in Phillippians 4. it is rather a personal 
difference or disagreement, and hence the corrective 
course is not the same. 

Now let us observe the apostle's wisdom in dealing 
with this matter. Remember he was cognisant of the 
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fact, ere he penned a line of this epistle, but he does not 
place this quarrel in the forefront. 

But in the most sublime and pathetic strain, he depicts 
the lowliness and meekness of Christ, and ere Euodias 
and Syntyche heard the reference to themselves, they 
listened to the most thrilling and graphic account ever 
written of the humility and personal abasement of Christ. 

Thus their hearts would be prepared and moved to 
covet the grace of self-abnegation. 

Besides, instead of scolding them, the apostle beseeches 
them to be of one mind, and the very tenderness of his 
attitude would make his words all the more powerful. 

It is interesting, too, to notice that Paul exhorts 
another, whom he calls his "yoke-fellow" (probably 
Epaphroditus ), to assist these women to be reconciled 
(R.V.), thus leaving us an important precedent for all 
time. 

To give his yoke-fellow an impetus £or assisting 
them, Paul says, "they laboured with me in the gospel." 
The word rendered "laboured" here is translated in 
Philippians 1. 27, "striving together," and by no means 
implies that these sisters had preached publicly. 

If it does, then "striving together" in tho first chapter, 
which refers to the action of the whole Church, means 
that every saint was a public preacher. 

In conclusion, are there not personal estrangements 
among us? Probably the absence of individual sympathy 
and affection lies at the root of many of our .Assembly 
troubles. 

Can it be, that after partaking of the one loaf and one 
cup, beautiful emblems of our union with Christ and one 
with another, any make it a study to shun a brother or 
sister to avoid a personal greeting? We £ear it is so 
often; nay, we know it to be the case. 

In many instances offence may have been unjustly 
given.; in others there may be what we would deem a 
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justification, but oh ! dear brethren, let us remember the 
i:µagnitude of Christ's love to us, and covet to be tender
hearted and £orgi ving ! 

The flesh would say, " I'll stand upon my dignity, I'll 
assert my power," but grace would teach us to uproot "a 
root of bi tterness," and £or Christ's sake to cover a multi
tude of faults. 

If the Lord would teach us to heap coals of fire upon 
an enemy, that we may successfully break down his bitter
ness and ill-will, how much more would He teach us so to 
act �oward a mistaken and erring saint ? May we not 
only sing, but sing in conscious . integrity before the 
Lord:-

" One with Thyself, may every eye 
In us, Thy brethren, see 

That gentleness and grace which spring 
From union, Lord, with Thee." 





IX 

RESTORATION AND DISCIPLINE. 

"By mercy and truth iniquity is purged. "-Prov. 16, 6. 

THE subject we propose to speak upon to-night is a 
deeply solemn and important one, affecting as it does 
the honour of the Lord, and our relationships toward 
each other as we journey upward, homeward to God. 

The first scripture to which I invite your attention is 
in the 6th chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. 
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit 0£ meek
ness, considering thyself, less thou also be tempted." 
Possibly this is the most elementary phase of discipline 
presented to us in the New Testament, and yet there 
are principles of truth involved which are of the highest 
moment. 

I do not think it regards a man who sins with de
liberate intention, but one, who, in a moment of un
watchfulness, has been suddenly tripped up by Satan. 

THE FALL OF PETER 

occurs to me as a case in point. Out of communion with 
the Lord, Relf-confident, he became an easy victim to tho 
enemy's snare, and fell. The look of Christ-tender, yet 
reproachful, compassionate, yet con-veying a sense of His 
holy disapprobation, breaks Pete1·'s hear t, and he weeps 
bitterly. No sooner does a conception of his sin dawn 
upon him than the deepest sorrow and grief fill his 
lwa:rt. There is also a volume of meaning in that little 

65 
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clause recorded in 1st Corinthians 15. 5: "And that He 
was seen of Cephas." 

Again, how very touching is the in terviow between the 
blessed Lord and Peter, described in John 21. 15, 17. 
"Peter was grieved because He said unto him THE THIRD

TIME." Truly this was a spiritual restoration; and poor 
Peter's fall was ever afterwards a beacon of warning 
against spiritual pride and self-confidence. And we can 
but marvel at the wondrous grace and mercy of God 
who not only 

RESTORED PETER 

to joy and communion, but used him fifty days after to the
conversion of 'fHREE thousand souls. A little later on, 
when Peter was being taught that God was uniting the 
Gentiles with the Jews in His purposes of love, his self
will came up again, but it was quickly subdued. The 
past failure was brought vividly before his mind, and 
he bowed to the will of the Lord. We are all familiar 
with the vision he had, recorded in Acts 10., and mo�t 
of us, no doubt, have wondered at the strange and con
tradictory phrase, "NOT so LORD," but how blessedly and 
yet how effectually was he rebuked ! How many times 
did the sheet come down ? THRICE ! Ah, Peter knew 
what that meant, and immediately prepared himself to 
obey his Master. .A.nd it is not without significance that 
while Peter thought upon the vision the Spirit said unto 
him, "Behold! 'l,HREE men seek thee." 'rhus when there 
was a danger of Peter's will rising too high, did the 
Lord gently remind him of the 'l'HREE-FOLD denial of the 
past, and keep him trustful and humble ! 

Surely the spiritual have in the Lol'd's dealings with 
Peter a most blessed illustration to guide them in the 
case of an erring saint, as referred to in this scripture. 

THE CHARACTER, OF THE RESTORER. 

I want you to observe the term, "Ye which �re 
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spiritual." To some the word "spiritual" appears to be 
exceedingly ambiguous, and n1any Christians appear in
stinctively to conjecture to their 1nind's eye a man of a 
peculiar kind, with a speciality o-f demeanour, and of a 
"nice, pleasing, outward appearance." Now, Bible Spirit
uality is a solid tangible reality. God has defined it 
Himself. Read carefully, and meditate upon 1 Corin
thians 14. 37 : "If any man think himself to be a 
prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the thing's 
I write nnto you are the com,mandments of the Lord."
True spirituality never sacrifices or undervalues a single 
.n1orsel of God-revealed truth, and any person's spirit
uality may be known by the measure of his submission 
to the doctrines of Scripture. 

Notice also the manner of spirit which is to character
ize the man who seeks the restoration of his erring 
brother: "In the spirit of meekness." How often this 
is forgotten, and the case made worse by the harsh and 
unspiritual manner of some. Better far, that those who 
act in this way, left the matter alone. Indeed, it is abso
lutely essential that they should. 

DAVID AS A. WARNING. 

Let us take warning by the way in which David, out 
of communion with God, would act. "'1.1he man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die." (2 Samuel 12. 5.) 
Here is apparent zeal, but what underlies it ? Self will 
and fleshly determination ! It is so easy to act in a 
wrong spirit, and to go even beyond the requirements 
of God.· 

One other word ere we pass on. This is 

INDIVIDUAL RES'l'ORA'l'ION, 

and does not call, either for the action of brethren in 
the plural, or of the assembly aa a whole-" considering 
thyself." 

Do you know of a case where any one has been tripped 
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up by Satan, "overtaken in a fault," then do not whisper 
to this one and that one �bout it, but go privately to 
the individual in question and seek his restoration. Carry 
in your heart t,he compassion of God! Take with you 
somewhat of the sympathetic love of Christ. Weep with 
such an one, pray with him, and do not forget the 
wholesome proverb which says, "An nngodly man digget.h 
up evil." (Prov. 16. 27.) If the sin be confessed, bury 
it, and never give it a resurrection. 

The second scripture to which I ask your attention is 
lames 5, 19, 20. "Brethren, if any of you, do err from 
the truth, and one convert him ('i.e., turn him back) ; 
let him know, that he which converteth the sinner (i.e. 
turns back a sinning one) from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins." Here it is 

DOCTRINAL ERROR 

to which some have succumbed. 
Evil and perverse doctrines, n1anifold in number, and 

terrible in character, are stalking through the la.nd. Tbe 
only safeguard against them is communion wi.th the 
God of the Script,ures. How needful is the prayer
" Hold up my goings in 'l'hy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not." (Psalm 17. 5.) 'l'he :..t.rongest among us are 
not secure, save as we cling to God, and to the Word of 
His grace. How many saints possessed of the most 
brilliant gifts, have been turned aside by Satan ! and 
where are they to-day? Useless in the service of God, 
profitless to His people, and stumbling-blocks to the 
unconverted. 

Mere reason is treacherous, and our only path of safety 
is to accept God's ·truth as it stands. 

CASES IN POINT. 

Two brethren were asked to visit one formerly a most
useful Christian but who had imbibed the pernicious 



RESTORATION AND DISCIPLINE 69 

doctrine of non-eternity o-f punishment, and had become 
barren and cantankerous. Question after question was 
put to him, and he reason�d and reasoned at great length, 
n.nd wit.h a measure of plausible subtelty. At length 
one of the two said, "Now tell us honestly, and in the 
fea.r o-f God, when you imbibed this notion were you in a 
healthy condition of soul r Were you enjoying fellow
ship with Christ?" And with what result? .His head 
hitherto erect, now hung down, and he was silent. There 
was the secret of the whole thing, and what a solemn 
lesson it conveys! I remember talking with a Christian 
lady in London concerning the subject of infant immer
sion. A few years previous to this she was wonderfully 
bright and useful in the things of_ God, but now she 
wished to have her infant daughter baptized, and I 
marvelled that she could entertain such a thing for a 
moment. At last I remarked, "Well,. now, supposing 
you had never perused all the ingeniously written pam
phlets from which you quote about this matter, would 
you in your own reading of the Scriptures have arrived 
at the conclusion that your child should be immersed P " 
and she, thoroughly transparent and honest in ·heart, 
candidly avowed, "No! I do not think I should." 
Exactly ! and is it not extremely easy for us to get 
our minds permeated with the notions of clever men, 
and then to imagine that we see confirmatory evidence 
in Scripture r 

But coming back to the verses here a moment, it is a 
most precious privilege, as well as a solemn responsi
bility, to seek to recover those who are thus led into 
error. It will preserve such from a state of spiritual 
death 1 and barrenness, and keep them from a multitude 
of other sins. Such cannot stand still, and once off the 

1 Some dear brethren regaru the death, referred to in this scrip
ture, as the decease of the body, answering to 1 Corinthians 11, 30, 
anu. 1 John 5. 16. F.A.B. 
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rails of divine truth they invariably drift further and 
further from the "ways which be in ·Christ." (1 Cor. 
4. 17.)

-Jn 2 Timothy 2. 16-19, we read of men who had
erred concerning the truth, and many had been seduced 
through them. The Apostle teaches us that "the Lord 
knoweth them that are His," and consequently we are 
not called upon to determine the question of the Christi
anity of any. It is our responsibility to sever our connec
tion with such, and while we may not strive, still it is 
our duty to seek the godly restoration of those who have 
been taken captive by the Devi). We should be sheep
recoverers, but how seldom do we prayerfully and faith
fully attend to this matter. 

DISCIPLINE OF AN ELDER. 

Look now at 1 Timothy 5. 19, 20, "Against an elder 
receive not an accusation, but before two or three wit
nesses. Them that sin (or those who are sinning) rebuke 
(convict) before all, that others also may fear." 'l'his 
is an aspect of truth which concerns one who is promi
nent in the work of God. .An elder, or overseer. It is 
not that he has sinned, and has become contrite and 
humble for the mistake, but he is sinning-continuing in 
the error. And because of the position he occupies there 
is imminent danger of others being led astray. A com
petent man, such as Timothy, a man jealous for the 
truth, is called upon to convict him before all of the 
thing wherein he is wrong. This scripture has often 
been made the authority for the public rebuke of sisters 
and of saints without discrimination, but I suggest that 
such a course is not warranted by it. It is piiblic in 
ils character, because of the publio position an elder 
occupies. 

A very clear illustration of �his is to be found 1n 
Galatians 2. Peter, a man standing 1n the front of 
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believers as a guide, and attached to w horn is great re
sponsibility in consequence, is found acting contrary to 
the thoughts of God, and dissembling in regard to his 
conduct. Barnabas and others are being led away by 
his evil example, and are found following in the false 
track, and, therefore, Paul "withstood Peter to the face, 
because he was to be blamed," and this was done " before 
them all." ( Gal. 2. 14.) It does not transpire that 
Paul dealt thus either with Barnabas or with the others 
-it was confined to the leader, and doubtless it pro
duced a sense of £ear among the rest. Thus was the
truth vindi_cated, and the Lord's name cleared from dis
honour. .A. similar principle underlies James 3. 1. "ltiiy
brethren, be not many masters (teachers), knowing that
we shall receive the greater condemnation ( severer
sentence.")

The next scripture I desire you to refer to 1s a very 
important one indeed, teaching as it does an 

INTERNAL DISCIPLINE, 

which is very seldom attended to. 
Some Christians seem to imagine that the only thing 

to do with disorderly ones is to put them out of fellow
ship, but this is a terrible mistake. If your finger was 
out of joint you would not rush to the surgeon and 
request him to relieve you of your hand or arm, and yet 
this is exactly the principle in matters of discipline upon 
which some believers act. 

How frequently do we witness a godly application of 
the Scriptures displaced by an .ignorant and self-sufficient 
spirit! 

The scripture to which I allude is 2 Thessalonians 3. 
In verse 6 we read: "Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, 
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and not after the tradition which he received of us." 
Observe, the standard of our practice should be the in
struction of the Apostles, agreeing with the Apostles' 
doctrine of Acts 2. 42, and the words of the Apostles 
of 2 Peter 3. 2. 

Now, how often we find saints in a church of God 
who deviate from this course, and associate themselves 
wit.h that which is not of God ; others, again, act un -
scripturally in their habits of life, and how necessary it 
is for us to see that while their acting thus does not 
call for excommunication, yet it does necessitate a 
phase of discipline which shall make them feel that in 
their self-choosing ,vays you can have no fellowship. 
It is perfectly clear from verses 11 and 12 that with
drawing from such does not imply putting them away. 
The moment any are put away they cease to be within 
the province of the rule of the assembly. "Them that 
are without God judgetb." (1 Corinthians 5, 13.) Here 
the Apostle, still regarding them inside, gives them com
mandent to walk orderly. And yet, if in spite of this 
they still pursue their own ways, he calls upon the 
brethren in verses 14 and 15 neither to recognise their 
ungodly course, or to associate with them in it. 

Such are to be made to feel, by the isolated position 
in which they are placed, that those who desire to obey 
the Lord fully can have neither part nor lot with them 
in their behaviour. · Admonition of such is continuous 
as long as the disorderly ways are pursued. 

Consider a moment how Paul regarded Mark. He 
refused to be associated with hi·m in service, in consequence 
of Mark's behaviour. I do not think we would be right 
in saying that Paul would have refrained from breaking 
bread with him, but we are justified in the belief that 
he would have declined to preach the gospel with Mark's 
active co-operation. Of course Paul's attitude toward 
him in this particular only lasted while Mark's unruly 
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and disobeq.ient conduct lasted, for in Colossians 4. 10 

the Apostle instructs the churches to receive him (pos
sibly in regard to ministry), and in 2 'l1imothy 4. 11 he 
writes Timothy, " take Mark and bring him with thee : 
for· he is profitable to me for the ministry.'' 

EXCOMMUNICATION. 

We will now consider the two passages concerning 
excommunication given us in the New Te.,tament, and 
we must do so separately, as they differ very materially 
in character. 

CASE I. is in Matt. 18. 15-18, and at the outset we may 
say this is purely a personal 1natter, and if confessed could 
be settled between the twu persons i·,nrnediately concerned. 
It is not the sin itself which calls for excommunication, 
b11t the sin and the extraordinary lawlessness of spirit 
COMBINED. That is to say God has made the individual 
trespass an occasion to reveal to all the saints the true 
state of the man, which unfits him for church fellow
ship. 

It is very necessary, however, to pay the strictest atten
tion to the words of the blessed Lord, and to obey them 
stage by stage. Thus, and thus alone, will His mind be 
carried out, and Heaven ratify the position assumed by 
the church. 

May the Lord deliver us from attempting to do His 
will in matters of this sort through personal feeling or 
spite, but give us to have His glory as our only aim. 

CASE II. is in 1 Corinthians 5. and unlike Matthew 18.
the sin itself calls for excommunication. Not being a per• 
sonal 1'Y1,utter no individual could settle it. It demands the 
action of the whole assembly, led by a godly and patient 
oversight, and in perfect conformity to the Word of the 
Lord. .And should not such occasions be of the most 
humbling and heart-searching character? 

Surely God would speak loudly to the whole assembly 
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in respect of such a solemn matter. We must not forget 
however, that the object of discipline is true and peni
tent humbling of the fallen one. And as a means to 
bring this about God prohibits any fellowship of what
ever kind with such an individual. How often is this 
forgotten, and restoration hindered by the foolish and 
mistaken conduct of some Qelievers. 

AN ILLUSTRATION. 

To illustrate the force of this, let us consider a case 
like the following : A. father comes home to his children 
and finds one of them guilty of gross disobedience. He 
chastens that one according to the nature of the offence, 
and then sends him up to the attic of the house
removes him from the companionship of the others, and 
hopes that in solitary circumstances the child may awake 
to a sense of his disobedience, and become penitent for 
his sin. Presently the father's back is turned, and the 
children down stairs rush to the attic and begin to frolic 
with their wicked brother, and with what result? The 
father's object in the discipline is hindered by their 
foolish conduct! Thus it is when saints 0£ God mingle 
with those concerning whom the Lord has said, "Not 
to keep company," and "with such an one no, not to eat." 
(I Cor. 5. 11.) 

A perusal of the 2nd chapter of 2 Corinthians would 
show that when there is unfeigned grief and sorrow for 
the sin such an one should be received back. The evil, 
when unjudged, caused the Corinthian saints to be puffed 
np, and led Satan to triumph. On the other hand, let it 
be distinctly remembered, Satan may gain an advantage 
if one be kept out who is again entitled to fellowship, 
when the discipline has effected its purpose, and when 
grief and penitence truly exist in consequence of the sin 
committed. 
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A PRESENT DAY CAU'l'ION. 

The last thing I desire to remind you of is also of 
pressing importance, and is fast becoming more and more 
necessary. 

Please turn to Titus 3. 10. "A man that is a heretic 
aft.er the first and second admonition reject." (Compare 
with this Romans 16. 17, 18 and 2 John 9, 10, 11.) 

God does not require us to ,,vither our souls by per
petual converse with men of distinct heretical notions. 
Such are to be rejected-avoided, according to the prin
ciple of this scripture. 

The other day I came across a card entitled "Paul's 
warning about Schismatics," and Romans 16. 17 was used 
in regard to it. In it all divisions were condemned. The· 
writer took care, however, to omit the qualifying clause 
"Contrary to the doctrine," and hence what be wrote 
appeared plausible enough. 

But where there are men who are factious and se1£
choosing in doctrine, who cause divisions in consequence 
of their own perverse notions, such are to be entirely 
discarded. 

Hebrews 13. 9 is a very wholesome caution, and we 
shall all do well to attend to it. "Be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing 
that the heart be establisb�d with grace; not with meats, 
which have not profited them that have been occupied there
in." 

IN CONCLUSION, 

remember Romans 16. 20, '' And the God of Peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly," the subtle 
instigator of all need for discipline. Till then may we 
carry out without partiality the will of the Lord, and not 
forget that, however clear our views regarding these 
truths may be, we cannot do without the present help of 
God in all matters which may scripturally call for our 
attention. 



X 

THE LORD'S SECOND CO1'1ING IN TWO 

ASPECTS 1

1st. Christ's coming into the Air f_or His Church. 
2nd. 'l'he "Son of Man 11 coming to the Jews, and to Earth. 

THESE are two distinct aspects of the Lord's Second 
Coming, and they should always be viewed separately; 
for in them different phases of truth are involved, and 
more errors arise through carelessness in regard to these 
important distinctions than many Christians imagine. 
It is not sufficient merely to say "that is in the Scrip
ture." We should covet divine perception that we may 
understand "things which differ." We need the guiding 
aid of the Spirit of God to enable us to "rightly 
divide the Word of truth.'' The Word of God teems with 
r�ferences to these precious soul-stirring truths, and may 
the Lord in the abundance of His grace enable us to 
approach the consideration of them with chastened and 
trembling spirits ! :B,or the sake of keeping these dif
ferent views of the Lord's second coming clearly before 
our minds we will briefly consider in the first place. 

I.-CHRIS'l''s COMING INTO THE Arn. FOR Hrs CHUH.CH. 

In the 11th chapter of the Gospel according to John we 
have a very sweet picture of this. Notice in verse 5 the 
individuality of the love of Christ. "He loved Martha, 
and her sister, and Lazarus." It is not here ( as in 

1 Notes of u.n address at Gate3head-on-Tyne on August 
23rd, 1883. 
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chap. 3.) the love of God to the world, but the love of 
Christ to those who were actually His own. The family 
at Bethany seems to me to illustrate the whole family of 
God of this unique dispensation. The Master is absent 
-away from the scene-and during His absence one of
His loved ones falls asleep, and is lowered into the cold
grave. By-and-bye He comes again, and shouts Lazarus
into life, and re-unites him with loved ones alive upon
the earth. Observe specially two verses in this chapter
(verses 25, 26) and compare with R.V. "He that be
lieveth in Me, though he die ( i.e., in the probability of the
death of the body), yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth
and believeth in Me shall never die." - Lazarus is a
picture of the sleeping saints of this dispensation raised
into life, and freed from the associations of the tomb,
while Mary and 1'1artha illustrate those "who are alive
and remain." In chap. 11. it is what the Lord does for
them, but in chap. 12. the scene changes, and it is what
they do for Him. I believe here we have a glimpse of
the glory in a picture. :Wiartha's act of service speaks of
our cheerful service there; the position in which Lazarus
-is depicted tells of our fellowship with the Blessed Lord;
while Mary's act of worship pourtrays our cheerful, cease
less adoration of His glorious person.

That the Lord's coming is a, glorious fact is incontro-
vertibly proved by a three-fold cord of divine testimony:

lst.--The promise of Jesus (John 14. 3). 
2nd.-The declaration of angels (Acts 1. 10-11), 
3rd.-The revelation of an Apostle (1 Thess. 4. 15-16). 
To elucidate this, turn to the 14th chapter of John 

and 3rd verse. In this verse ,,ve have a CQndition. "If 
I go . I will come again." All hinges upon that 
"If I go." The very simplicity of the condition is sub
limely beautiful. Compare this with Acts 1. 9, etc., 
"While they beheld, He was taken up." That is enough 
for faith. The whole question of His return is thereby 
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settled! He will come again. But observe, this subject 
is of such immense importance that as the risen Christ, 
conqueror over Sin, Death, and Hell, ascends to glory, two 
men, clad in white apparel, descend from Heaven, and 
are commissioned by the Blessed God to say to the won
dering disciples, " This same Jesus . . shall so come

in like manner." Thus cheered and confirmed in their 
hope the disciples return to Jerusalem to wait, and watch, 
and work. 

A perusal now of a part of the 4th of 1st Thessalonians, 
13-18, will be of the greatest moment, and is further
proof of the extraordinary importance attached by the
Lord to this wonderful truth. The writer of this knew
nothing (as a matter of his own experience) of the soul
comforting words recorded in John 14. At that time he
was in his sins, treading the broad road to perdition. He
had not witnessed the wondrous scene depicted in Acts 1.,
and therefore the greater weight must be attached to his
expression, " For this we say unto you by the Word of the
Lord." Paul had not obtained his knowledge from any
second-hand source, but had received it direct from the
Lord. In these verses the picture of John 11. is now
arrayed in glorious and doctrinal certainty. Consider the
condition a moment. " If we believe that He died, and
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 1 will
God bring with Him." Herein is the fitness £or the
rapture-the acceptance of the Gospel of the grace of
God. It is very necessary not to confound those who
" sleep in Jesus" with "the dead who dio in the Lord"
of Revelation 14. 13. The former are those who fall
asleep during the present age, while the latter relates to
those persons who are slain by the Antichrist because
they will not do homage to him in a future day. Ere
long, the Master's shout will be heard, the sleeping onei:i

1 Or 'rather "that are fallen asleep through Jesus," as 
R. V. margin.
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shall be raised, the living ones changed, and all together 
shall we be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

Look now for a moment at Philippians 3. 20, 21. Our 
spiritual origin is from Heaven. We are, through the 
mercy of God, citizens of that country, " from whence 
we look for the Saviour." Our attitude, beloved brethren 
and sisters in Christ, should always be Heavenward, and 
not Eastward. Some saints strain their eyes ( so to speak) 
looking towards the latter place, and lose sight of Heaven 
altogether. 

God's purpose in our salvation is that we should be 
"conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8. 29J. For 
that consummation we wait and hope. We are saved 

from Hell. That is a past and settled reality ! " He 
that hath the Son hath life." And" what a man hath 
why doth he yet hope for?" The salvation here is of the 
body, and we hope for that for the simple reason that we 
do not yet possess it. · As He takes us up, by-and-bye, -we 
shall be made like unto Himself, so that when we stand 
before His judgment-seat to receive the things done in the 
body,1 we .shall be clothed in our glorified bodies. 

How could one be judged then as to the question of 
eternal life ? 

A word now as to 2 Thessalonians 2. 1, 2. Always dis
tinguish between the Coming of the Lord and the Day of 
Christ (or of the Lord).2 Compare Isaiah 13. 6-11 and 
Amos 5. 18-20, in regard to the latter, and is there any 
wonder that these believers were afraid and discomforted ? 

The Coming of the Lord has reference to Christ's 
coming into the Air for His saints. The Day of the 
Lord refers to I-Iis coming with them to assert His 
authority, and to -subdue His enemies under His feet. 
Much more might be added, but in respect of the first 

1 That is, through or by means of the body (see R.V.). 
2 The Day of the Lord, rather than the Day of Christ, is 

the scriptural expression. 
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point this must suffice. It might not he undesirable, 
however, to refresh our memories with two Old Testa• 
ment illustrations, clearly setting forth what has already 
been said. 

1. "Enoch· walked with God, and was not, for God
took him" (Gen. 7. 14; Heb. 11. 5). 

"It is appointed unto men once to die" (that is the 
general order), but Enoch was an exception to the rule, 
and is in thiR respect t,ypical of ourselves. Taken from a 
scene of violence and wickedness ere the Flood (typical of 
the Great Tribulation) came upon the earth. 

2. Again, Isaac is another and very complete picture of
what concerns us. Remember, he was t.aken back from 
the dead in a figure, and Abraham in the presence 0£- his 
risen son, called before him the ruler over all his house
the great agent through whom all his desires were accom• 
plished-and instructed him to fetch a bride for Isaac. 
Eleazar goes to the place directed by Abraham, and tells 
Rebecca of the wealth of his master, and of the glories 
and personal attractions of Isaac. Her heart is won, her 
faith is strong, and she prepares to accompany the man 
through a dreary wilderness to an unseen, yet dearly be
loved object. But, did Isaac wait until she reached his 
home ? No! He came forth to meet her, and took her 
back himself. In her presence Sarah's death is forgotten, 
and he rejoices. 

The blessed Lord J csus Christ was not taken back 
from the dead in a figure. He went under the waves and 
billows of the wrath of God in dreadful reality; but, 
hallelu Jah ! He came up, having triumphed gloriously. 
Upon His ascent to the Father's right hand, the Spirit of 
God came down to earth, the Divine Agent (in marvellous 
condescension) through whom the will of the Father is 
accomplished. He has spoken to us of the love of God, 
and of the person of Christ. Our hearts have been won, 
and now with all the ransomed we journey upward, 
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homeward to God. Very soon now the One of w horn 
Isaac was a figure will come forth to meet us, and in the 
presence of His bride" He shall see of the travail of His 
soul and ehall be satisfied." Ere long we shall hear Him 
say, "Rise up, My love, My fair one, and· come away." 
·Meanwhile, during the little while remaining, may the
Lord write across our hearts the solemn word, "Every
man that hath this hope on Hirn purif ieth himself, even
as He is pure," and enable us not only to sing as pil
grims, but to act consistently with that profession until,
satisfied, "We awake in His likeness!"

IL-THE SoN OF lvIAN's COMING TO THE J Ews AND TO '.rHE 

EARTII. 

Whenever you read of the " Son of man " in connection 
with His coming, you will find it always concerns this 
second feature of His return. It is as the executioner of 
judgment that He is called the "-Son of .man" (John 
5. 27).

Turn now to the 1st chapter of the Gospel according to
Matthew, and consider the introductory remarks. "The 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham." Omitting some portions of 
chapters 16., 17., and 18. (which seem to come in paren
thetically), Matthew is consistent with his preface, and 
deals with Jesus as related to David the king, and 
Abraham the Hebrew. I know it seems a superfluous 
thing to say, but let me remind you that chapters 23. and 
24. come before chapter 25. It is so easy to forget this,
and, starting with the last-named chapter, to arrive at all
sot'.ts of speculative notions in regard to its explanation.
In verses 37 to 39 of chapter 23. you really have the
basis upon which the two next chapters are built, and
unless this be seen, confusion must arise. The Son of
man is here viewing retrospectively t,he treatment He

F 
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has received from the Jews, and breaks forth into tones 
of lamentation as He considers it. In consequence of 
their rejection of Him as " Son of David, and Son of 
Abraham," He declares their house shall be left unto 
them desolate, and that they shall not see Him till they 
should say, "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord." Please notice particularly that this predic
tion relates to an awakened remnant of the Jews, and 
to their apprehension of it. Then, in chapter 24., the 
Lord having foretold the destruction of the temple, 
His disciples come to Him privately, and inquire of 
Him in rega1·d to three distinct points. 

I.-When shall these things be P (that is, temple de
stroyed). 

IL-What shall be the sign of Thy coming? (that is, 
the coming of chap. 23. 39). 

III.-And of the end of the world ? ( that is, the end of 
the age). 

That which follows is the Lord's complete answer to 
this threefold interrogation, but it is only the second 
query with which we are now dealing. 

WHA'r SHALL BE 'fHE SIGN OF THY CO.MING? 

Now let us calmly ask oursel ,es what this question 
referred to. Was it to His fitture coming into the air for 
His Church? Most decidedly not! The words 1·ecorded 
in verse 30 of chapter 23. had given birth to it, and the 
explanation must be sought in the light of that context. 
Ere the sign of His coming appears, the most dreadful 
things must come to pass, and I-Iis elect (His Jewish 
people back in their own land) must go through unprece
dented trial. As a matter of absolute fact, Matthew 24. 
and 25. do not apply directly to us of this dispensation. 
Some persons imagine that every morsel of Scripture 
must be applicable to themselves, but this is a mistake! 
God's saving purposes are not 1narrowed down to us, 
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neither is His Word in its teachings confined to us, or to 
the dispensation in which our lot is cast. It is blessed to 
know that " the pearl of great price " is the chiefest 
object of the love of Christ, but let us not forget, the 
whole field is His by purchase, and God means that glory 
shall redound·to His name in the light of that in all its 
fulness. As a confirmation of what I suggest, observe 
verse 20 of chapter 24. Here the Sabbath Day is brought 
in, and evidently refers to the resumption of their ancient 
ordinances by the Jews returned to their own land. A 
comparison of Colossians 2. 16, 17, with this may help us. 
There we learn that the keeping of the Sabbath does not 
concern us-it was a shadow of Christ-He is God's rest 
now, and we rest in Him by faith. And it is in connec
tion with the Jewish restoration that the Great Tribula
tion is seen. Indeed, its commenceme"'!t is linked with that, 
and a right conception of this is of the utmost importance. 
Read verse 21. " Then, shall be the Great Tribulation," 
etc. When ? Why then ! And if this were the only 
verse of Scripture bearing upon the subject, it would 
afford indisputable evidence of the fact that the Great 
Tribulation does not commence until after the Church is 
off the scene. Read Acts 15. 13-18, in the light of this. 
Here we have what we might call God's dispensational 
programme of salvation set forth in doctrinal order, and 
from it we may learn that it is not until God has first taken 
out the Church, that He begins to deal with the Jews afresh. 
Chapter 24. of :M�atthew sees them back again in their 
own land, the temple worship restored, etc., and therefore 
it is abundantly clear that the Great Tribulation, brought 
in as it is in this chapter, does not affect the Saints of 
this dispensation. 

The days of Noah are referred to when it is the Son of 
man's coming. Noah, his sons, and his son's _wives, were 
preserved through the Flood (illustrative of the remna:Q.t 
saved through the Great Tribulation), and came out to 
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sacrifice to God upon a purged earth. We do not look for 
signs in this dispensation to herald Christ's coming into 
the air, yet there will be signs previous to His appearing 
with His saints to earth. Chapter 25. begins with the 
word THEN, that is, after the events of chapter 24., and 
we have a parable of ten virgins brought before us. In 
the gloom of the night of darkness and tribulation, a 
cry is made-( there is the recognition of the coming 
One and the confession of it)-" Behold, the Bridegroom 
cometh," answering to the prediction of verse 39 of chap
ter 23. The Lord does not come into the air in Matthew 
25., but to the scene of earth itself. The wise virgins no 
doubt refer to the watching Jews who expect" the Sun 
of Righteousness to arise," and possibly they answer to the 
hundred and forty-four thousand of Revelation 14. 1-4, 
"who are virgins.". They go "in with Him to the 
Marriage Feast" (not the marriage, R.V.). The unwatchful 
and unfaithful ones know where He is, and where the wise 
ones are. They are represented as holding immediate 
communication with Christ as touching their rejection, 
and how could that possibly be if it concerned the 
unsaved of our dispensation. These latter will know 
nothing about Him or us; besides, He will be then in the

Air, and we with Him. After having dealt with the 
Jews (for how could the judgment of the servants in this 
chapter in its primary sense affect us? why, one of 
them is cast into outer darkness, and surely none of us 
believe that the Saints of the present dispensation will be 
so dealt with) He sits as the King upon the Throne, and 
judges the nations of the earth as touching their treat
ment of His Jewish brethren. Then cometh the end of 
the age. The Millennial glory commences, and Christ 
reigns in righteousness. These are not two comings, but 
two phases of one coming. The first concerns us-the 
coining into the Air-the latter affects the Jews and the 
earth. Between the two the Grea.t Tribulation goes on, 
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and .Anti-Christ deceives the people. When Christ comes 
to the earth-the rightful King-then oppression and 
cruelty shall cease. The government shall be upon His 
shoulders, and ere God creates a new earth He means to 
demonstrate to the wondering eyes of all the redeemed 
that the present one-so marred and blighted by sin 
now-can, under the peaceful reign of "Emmanuel," 
be a glorious place, and be to the honour of His great 
Name. 

In conclusion, may t�e Lord enable us each to lay hold 
of these sacred truths with all our hearts, and teach ns 
truly to sing:-

" Lord Jesus come ! and take Thy people home, 
That all Thy flock so scattered here 
With Thee in glory may appear, 

Lord Jesus, COME! " 



XI. 

LEADING FEATURES OF COMING EVENTS, IN 

THEIR ORDER FROM SCRIPTURE. 

CHRIST COM:ING INTO THE .A.IR TO SHOU'r UP His CHURCH.
John 11. 25, 26 (R.V.); John 14. 3; Acts 1. 9, 11; 
1 Thess. 4. 13, 18; Phil. 3. 20, 21; Heb. 10. 36, 37 ; 
Rev. 22. 16, 17, 20. 

THE JuDGllrENT-SEA.T OF CHRIST AS TO BELIEVER'S WORKS. 
-1 Cor. 3. 10, 15 ; 1 Cor. 4. 4, 5; l Cor. 9. 24, 27 ( dis
approved as a servant); 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10.

N ote.-These Epistles are addressed to SAINT8, and not to 
men indiscriminately. 

THE SoN OF MAN's CoiuNc To EARTH, A.ND TO THE JEws. 
-Matt. 23. 37, 39; Matt. 24. 3, 27, 29, to end of chapter;
Matt. 25. 1-30. As also, all references to the coming
in Mark and Luke. The days of Noe are referred to in
regard to this second stage of Christ's coming. The good
being preserved unto blessing upon the earth, while He
shall gather out of His Kingdom all things that offend.

Between the rapture of the Church and Ghrist' s coming 
with the Saints, the unfulfilled weclc of Daniel 9. runs its 
course upon the scene of earth, and it is at the climax thereof 
that-

THE JuoGME.NT OF 'l'HE ANTICHRIST, THE FALSE PROPHET, 
AND THOSE WHO 1'AKE THE MARK OF THE BEAST, IS MANI
FES'fED.-Rev. 19. 20; 2 Thess. 1. 7-10; 1 Thess. 5. 3. 

Immediately following this it would appear that
su 
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THE JUDGi\IENT OF THE LIVING NATIONS TAKES PLACE AT 
JERUSALEi\1.-:M:att. 25. 31, etc. The sheep representing 
those of the nations who enjoy the blessings of the 
Millennial Earth. See also Zech. 14. 16; Rev. 21. 24. 

THE MILLENNIUM.-Rev. 20. 4; Song of Solomon 2.

8, 13 ; Mal. 3. 11, 12 ; Psalm 2. ; Isa. 9., etc., etc. 
The first resurrection embraces all raised ones previous 

to the Millennium glory, inclusive of those who shall be 
slain by the Bea�t. 

THE GREAT WHI'rE TI;IRONE JuDGi\IENT.-1,tev. 20. 11, 15; 
John 5. 27, 29. 

N ote.-It is as Son of Man tbat He raises these. It is 
one resurrection and two issues therefrom. 

Rom. 2. 6, 7. This is retrospective of Gentiles previous 
to the Cross, with their privileges and responsibilities. 

Compare Acts 14. 8, 18; Acts 17. 22, 31 (R.V'.). 
The unsaved dead of this dispensation are finally 

judged here, and the Great White Throne may also be 
t.ermed God's final tribunal, at which, those Gentiles, who 
Ii ved prior to the Cross, and the present dispensation, and 
who acted according to God's vouchsafed light, will be 
judged. Acts 10. 1, 2, 4, 34, 35. 

I apprehend that such as Cornelius, living before 
Christ came and the present age, are embraced in the 
principles of Rom. 2. 6, 7. 

THE NEw Hr..:AVEXS AND THE NEW EARTH.-Rev. 21.

I wake in the morning with thoughts of His love, 
Who is living for me in the glory above; 
Every moment expecting He'll ca11 me away, 
And that keeps me bright all the rest of the day. 

But the moments speed forward, and on comes the noon, 
Yet still I am singing,-He'll come very soon; 
And thus I am waiting from morning till night, 
And pluming my wings to be ready for flight. 



XII 

THE JUDG�IENT SEA.T OF CHRIST. 

THE idea, commonly entertained, that there is but one 
general Judgment in the future is quite erroneous. The

Judgments of God are al ways associated with His dis
pensational dealings; and as these vary exceedingly, it 
follows that there should be separate judgments suited 
to the nature of the testimony God is pleased to give at 
any epoch ·of the world's history. So far as we have 
been able to gather the mind of the Lord, from the re
velation of His will in the Sacred Scriptures, the follow
ing brief summary includes all the various judgments 
yet future :- 1

I Tl J d t- S t £ Ch . t S 1 Cor. 3. 13-15.
• 1e u gmen ea o r1s 

, l 2 Cor. S. l0.
II. The Destruction of Anti-Christ-,

} 
Rev. l9. 17-21. 

the False Prophet, and those 2 Thess. l. 7_10_
who take the mark of the 2 ,, 2. 8-20.
Beast, 

III. A Remnant of Israel judged l M:al. 3. 1-4.
and purged, 5 1\{att. 25. 14-30. 

IV. The Judgment of Living-
} 

Matt. 25. 31-46. 
Nations by Christ as J{ing Zech. 14. 16-21. 
at J ernsalem, · Rev. 21. 24.

V. Sat�n cast into Bottomless Pit
l, R 20 1 2 during the Millennium, j 

ev. • , ·

1 These do not include the judgments of God connected with 
the Vials of Wrath, Babylon, etc., between the Rapture of the 
Church and Christ's appearing to earth. F. A. B. 

88 



THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 89 

VI. Gog and · 1\1:a.gog, headed by
J Satan, after 1\fillennium de- Rev. 20. 8, 9. 

· stroyed by Fire,

f 
Rev. 20. 11-15. 

VII. The Great White Throne, Rom. 2. 3-16. 
John 5. 28, 29. 

"The secret things belong unto the Lord our God," 
but that which He has revealed is meant by Him to be 
understood by us, not to satisfy a mere craving for know
ledge, but that His dear children, the objects of His 
changeless love, may have a reverent acquaintance with 
their Father's intentions. This principle underlies the 
expression, " Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do," for all acquisitions of knowledge in the 
things of God, spiritually acquired, will make us in
creasingly humble and godly. 

We have enµmerated these judgments, not to deal with 
them in this paper, but to show that they are all distinct 
and may not be mixed up. In considering "The J a.dg
ment Seat of Christ" there are three introduct-ory facts t.o 
be kept in mind. 

1st. We who believe in Jesus are already saved from 
Hell. To us, in God's infinite mercy, and through 
the atonement of Christ, there is no condernnation 
(Rom. · 8. 1). We "shall not come into judg
ment" (John 5. 24). 

2nd. Where there is carelessness in walk among God's 
children, and unconfessed sin upon the con
science, God deals as a Father with His children, 
afflicting them in their circumstances and bodies, 
" that they should not be condemned with the world " 
(1 Cor. 11. 30-32). 

3rd. Ere the judgment seat of Christ is set up, the 
sleeping saints will be raised in glory and the 
living saints changed into immortality. This, 
rjght1y apprehended, precludes · any thought of 
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tho ultimate damnation of any of the saints. 
We stand before Christ then, in the righteous
ness of God, and conformed to the image of His 
Son, through grace (1 Cor. 15. 43; Phil. 3. 
20, 21). 

Having called attention to those points, we desire now 
to proceed to the consideration of the subject itself-

THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIS'r; 

and, in order -to simplify the matter so that the youngest 
Christian may intelligently follow, it may not be unde
sirable to place the various points under the form of 
questions. 

lsT. WHEN WILL IT TAKE PLACE? 

1 Corinthians 4. 5 answers this : It is to follow the 
coming of the Lord for His saints. That the blessed 
Master is really coming for His people is abundantly 
clear from the Word of God. We are waiting for Him, 
and, as the R.V. sweetly puts it (Heb. 10. 37), it is only 
"a very little while" and we shall see Him, and be with 
Him evermore. He joys inns; we joy in Him. He waits 
patiently for the consummation of His happiness in 
having his blood-bought Bride beside Him, and grace 
enables us to reciprocate the yearnings of His heart. 

"He and I, in that bright glory 
One deep joy shall share ; 

Mine to be for ever with Him, 
His, that I am there." 

But while there is a joy in prospect of His return, there 
should also be a wholesome and godly fear lest as servants, 
He cannot then approve us. 

2ND. WHAT IS I'l' FOR? 

(Read 1 Cor. 3. 13-15 ; 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10) .-As to our 
standing in Christ, we are accepted in the Beloved, that 
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is, God looks at us through the merits and glorious person 
of His well-beloved Son (Eph. 1. 6). In this chapter, 
however, the principle is different; it is the Christian so 
acting on earth that Christ, as the Lord and Master, may 
be able righteously to approve of his service. The judg
ment seat of Christ will be minutely retrospective, and 
will, in its great review, survey all our pilgrim pathway 
from the time 0£ our conversion. It will be a judgment 
0£ works-acts done in om· rnortal bodies; works implying 
possession 0£ life : and, therefore, the question will be the 
quality and sincerity of work done. The thief on the 
Cross was saved, and as they hastened his death by 
breaking his legs they but quickened his soul's entry into 
the promised paradise. His salvation was secured through 
Jesus' blood, but he had no opportunities for service; he 
will share eternal glory as a trophy of the Saviour's 
grace, but he will have no works after his conversion to 
judge or reward. 

This may illustrate what it is to be saved so as by fire; 
for, alas! many 0£ us, after years of conversion, may be 
as barren of rewards as he was of opportunities to secure 
them. In Revelation 19. we have the saints depicted as 
an army coming to earth with Christ, and the very 
analogy suggests a difference of rank and position. This 
follows the judgment seat of Christ, as to time, and indi
cates that various degrees of dignity and honour are 
assigned to the faithful among God's people. To be next 
to Jesus in the kingdom is not a position to be obtained 
by asking for it, but it is to be the honoured place given 
to the one for whom it is prepared by tho Father, and 
this principle holds good throughout. 

How SHOULD THIS INFLUENCE us IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS WI'l'H

OTHER BELIEVERS 

This is a very important question, and embraces two 
different spheres of life. 
(1) It should affect us in our Church life (see 1 Cor. 3. 4.).
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Indeed, as to a.ctual date, this is the first apostolic 
reference to this tribunal. The germs of strife and open 
division were at Corinth, some saying, "I of Paul," "I of 
Cephas," etc. Now, this sectarian position can only be 
explained by the assu1nption that these Corinthian schis
matics had judged the merits or supposed demerits of 
these various servants of God, and had, to their own satis
faction, settled the degree of eminence each one was 
entitled to. In this they, who could neither see the heart 
or determine motives, were arrogating to themselves the 
prerogative of Christ at His J ndgment Seat. 

There, with infinite penetration and incomparable wis
dom, He who is able to read the heart and examine 
motives will finally settle the question as to whether 
Paul, Cephas, or Apollos was most deserving of pre
eminence and reward, and in that assurance Paul could 
rest contented. Hence he says, "with me it is a very 
small matter to be judged of you or of man's day (margin); 
yea� I judge not mine ownself." As though he would 
i;;ay, "there is nothing in your judgment of me and my 
labours that either elates or depresses me; you cannot 
see the heart, and as for myself I am so conscious of 
failure and weakness that I do not attempt to form an 
estimate of my own own service or worth. He that 
judgeth me is the Lord." 

And then follows the exhortation, "Judge nothing 
before the time until the Lord come." "You have been 
calling yourselves after this name and that, do it no 
more; we are only the servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God." In 1 Corinthians 3. we have 
the assembly at Corinth compared to a temple which can 
be "defiled" or "marred," and it is there said that the 
one who mars it shall be marred himself. Clearly this 
refers, not to the heavenly aspect of things, but to its 
earthly representation, while the marring 0£ sect-makers 
and dividers implies their being stripped 0£ all service 
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and anticipations of reward, and being left at the J udg
ment Seat of Christ with the bare possession of eternal 
life alone. 

Sectarianism dethrones Christ and ignores, to a great 
extent, the offices of the Holy Spirit, while it glorifies man. 
We need to get into God's thoughts as to sin. Too often we 
think of sin only as it affects men and manners, and while 
we censure in no small degree those sins which in their 
nature chiefly affect humanity, we are apt to forget there 
are ecclesiastical sins which are terribly heinous in God's 
sight in that they are directed against the authority of 
His beloved Son and His most gracious Spirit. It is 
illegal and punishable to attempt to take the ]ife of one 
of the Queen's subjects, but let the attempt be made 
upon the life of the Queen herself, and, because of what 
she is and who she is, the crime becomes far more serious, 
and the punishment vastly different. 

Let us seek grace so to act in relation to the Lord's 
will that we may have His approval by and by. This 
requires patient continuing in well-doing. Zeal is re
quisite, but it must be guided by know ledge. Peter 
showed plenty of courage when he cut off the high 
priest's servant's ear, especially so if we remember the 
latter was one of multitudes who had swords and staves; 
and yet it was wasted energy, and called forth the Lord's 
interference to undo the folly of His servant. This is 
akin to "beating the air," an effort very tiring to the 
one who attempts it, but productive of nothing. 
(2) It should also regulate our conduct in the social and

domestic relationships of God's people (Rom. 14.).
In this age God has not laid down specific laws for the 

observance of His people as touching days, meats, and 
drinks. This is a dispensation, not of literals, to pourtray 
spiritual things, as was the past age ; we are therefore 
called to liberty of conscionce and action. The Apostle 
J·ames tells us ,re are t·o be judged by the law of libel'ty. 
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True Christian charity will, in matters of this sort, while 
conserving this freedom, seek to avoid stnmbling others 
who are weak. But this word " weak" is liable to be 
misused. Those are truly weak who, beholding another 
do a certain thing ( with faith), follow that example 
( without faith), and violate their conscience. We have 
known those who "strain at a gnat (that is, put drink 
through 1nuslin or something of the kind, lest there 
should he any tiny insect in it) and swallow a camel," 
carp and criticise at the smallest things behind one's 
back, and excuse themselves on the ground of being 
" weak " believers. 

Whether we eat or drink, we should do so to the glory 
of God, and let us not forget that at the Judgment Seat 
of Christ we must give account, even as touching matters 
of this nature. Let us, therefore, not judge one another 
any more, but judge this rather, that no man put a 
stumbling block in his brother's way. 
WHAT IS OUR INDIVIDUAL A'l"IITUDE IN CONNECTION 'fHEREWITH. 

This is clearly brought out in 1st Corinthians 9., a
chapter dealing almost exclusively with personal service, 
its character and results, and having as its key-note "Am 
I not an apostle ? " This context, if intelligently grasped, 
makes clear the Apostle's meaning, when he speaks of 
the possibility of being a "castaway," or "disapproved." 
In fact, the connecting link is "Lest, when I HAVE

PREACHED to others"; not "Lest having possessed eternal 
life, I may, through sinfulness, ultimately fall away and 
be finally lost." 

We, who have believed to the saving of the soul, are 
" accepted in the ;Beloved," and this acceptance depends 
for its continuance evermore, not upon ourselves, but 
upon God's satisfaction with His handiwork, and His 
appreciation of the priceless blood shed on Calvary. 

To be accepted of Him, 1 that is, of Christ, 2nd Corin .. 
1 To be well pleasing unto Him (R.V.). 
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thians 5. 9, is quite different; for that we labour as ser
vants, knowing that our position in the coming kingdom of 
glory depends upon the Lord's appreciation of our willing
ness to suffer reproach £or His Name, and of our sincere 
endeavours to please Him now. 

IIere, then, Paul compares his service to wrestling, and 
running in a race. Men, for the honour of obtaining the 
fading wreath and the applause of their fellow-mortals, 
would, in self-denial, subject their bodies to restraints of 
the most trying kind, as a necessary preliminary to enter
ing the lists. Fro� this Paul would learn what it is 
throughout life's pilgrimage to "keep under his body," 
to allow· no Satan-suggested or earth-born thoughts or 
deeds to impede his progress or interfere with the fight 
of faith. His eye was on the incorruptible crown, and 
nothing made him so tremulous as the thought that at 
the end of the fight and race he 1night be set aside, and 
have "nothing but leaves " exposed to view. At this 
point in his life, in the thick of the fight and in the 
midst of the race, he felt he must be humble and fearful; 
but there came a time, only eight years later, when the 
same man, in the inner consciousness of his soul, a.nd 
with an anticipation begotten from on high, threw aside 
all uncertainty and exclaimed :-

" I have finished my course" (i.e., the race), 
'' I have fought a good fight," 

and knew the crown of righteousness t-o be his own portion 
(2 Tim. 4.). 

The 9th chapter of 1 Corinthians, 24-27, should always 
be read with 2 Timothy 4. 6-8. They mark two separate 
stages in the experience of Paul in regard to the judgment 
seat of Christ, which are of the highest importance. 

Taken together, they shew clearly he refers to service, 
not l1fe, in 1 Corinthians 9., and prove that, even as to 
service, the�e may be oven in this life, the assurance in 
the soul, of the Master's approbation. This connects 
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itself with 2 Timothy 2. 5, "And if a man also strive 
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully." The Word of God is the sta�ute book, in 
which are written the laws of. the kingdom, and no 
amount of. zeal, aided by the services of expediency, will 
do. If a Christian would be "crowned," he must strive 
lawfully, that is, in conformity with the written com
mandments of the Lord. 

In 2 Timothy 4., Christ is called" the righteous Judge." 
There are misunderstandings, broken hearts, and troubled 
lives, through the pride and sinful ways of God's people 
here; but at the Master's jn.dgment seat, righteousness 
will be enthroned, and right acts will receive His "well 
done." Ay, it may be, deeds which were regarded here 
by fellow-saints with distrust and cruel suspicion will 
then receive the approval and recompense of Him who 
knows the heart and never errs in judgment. 

There are three crowns referred to in Scripture-
lst. "The crown of life" (Jas. 1. 12). 

2nd. "The crown of righteousness" (2 Tim. 4. 8). 
3rd. "The crown of glory" (1 Pet. 5. 4). 

Some, dear brethren, regard the first as conditional, but 
certainly the latter two are. To "love His appearing," 
connected with the crown of righteousness, implies u. 
godly, scripturally-guided life by its context; while the 
"crown of glory" is associated with shepherd work. 

The_ latter is the Chief Shepherd's gracious and unique 
recognition of a life spent in care and love towards the 
sheep and lambs for whom H� shed His precious blood. 

The judgment seat draws nearer, and the effect should 
be to make us humbler towards God and tenderer towards 
our brethren. We need continuing grace to run and fight 
till the Master comes. Some go on well for a time, and 
then fail. May the Apostle's words, "See that ye lose 
not that which ye have wrought, but that ye receive a 
full reu.:arcl," be om' cxpc1·imentn.l portion. 
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SALVATION, SERVICE, AND REST.

THOUGHTS ON ZECHARIAH 3. 

I. 

THERE can be no doubt that this very interesting chapter, 
in its pi.·imary and prophetic sense, relates to a remnant 
of Israel· in the future. · Jehovah will remove their ini
quity, convey to them His mind, and they sha}J rest in 
Millennial contentment, as described in verses 9 and 10. 

But while this is so, there are precious veins of truth, 
running through this portion of Scripture, of the utmost 
value to ourselves. 

- "·The Angel of the LORD," before whom Joshua stands,
probably represents the Lord Jesus Christ . .As Jehovah':;; 
messenger we see Him in Old Testament times appearing 
to man in various ways. For insta,nce :-

To Abraham, a pilgrim and a sojourner on the earth, 
as a traveller (Gen. 18.). 

To Jacob, fearful of a conflict with Esau, as a wrestle1· 
(Gen. 32.). 

To Joshua, a warrior, as Captain of the Lord's host 
(Joshua 5.). 

_ How beautiful this is, showing how in condescending 
grace, before He became incarnate, He could adapt Him
self to the circumstances and need of His beloved ones. 

Before Him, then, Joshua stood a suppliant for mercy. 
At this point, however, the interest of the scene deepens:
an opposer has come, even Satan, to show cause why 
Joshua should go away unblesse·d. Joshua is wise, leave� 

fY/ G 
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himself 111 the hands o-f the Lord and allows Him to 
undertake his cause. The conflict is thus between the 
Redeemer and the Spoiler. 

The righteousness of God requires a sinner to have " a 
stopped mouth," and it :is only when the consciously 
guilty one is passive, a.ttempting nothing in self-defence 
or extenuation of his sin, that salvation becomes his. 

This is a simple point, but it lies at the root of all 
acquaintance with God. The moment a sinner enters 
into God's requirements as to a recognition and humble 
confession of sin, then, blessed be His Name, there is 
One to undertake the sinner's cause. 

Satan may stand by to oppose the out�owµ,ig� of 
Divine pity and forgiveness to Joshua, but the Lord
will silence him. 

:Mark, ·however, the great reasqn associated with this_ 
rebuke-it is not, "Your charges against this man are 
untruet but, "The LORD that hath r.hosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee"; in other words, it is a declaration of elect
�ng love, which had its origin in the purposes of our 
Saviour, God. How comforting this is ! When God
would discover the great reason of His love for man, He 
finds it not in anything that man is or can do, but in His 
own heart. 

The words, "plucked out of the fire," tell of our immi
nent peril and the vehement love of the Rescuer. Plucked 
out at all hazards, and notwithstanding the inevitable 
suffering entailed upon the Rescuer. Here, surely, is a 
theme for constant praise. We have been snatched out 
of the fire of endless perdition, and through God's mercy 
can truly exclaim:-

" There is no condemnation, there is no Hell for me: 
The torment and the fire, mine eyes shall never see. '1 

These are words of wondrous significance ; they are of ten. 
on our lips, but, alas, how feebly _we realise their mean .. 
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�ng ! The best argument against "Non-eternity of 
punishm.ent," or the old lie of Eden revived, "Thou shalt 
not surely qie," is to. live as if we believed God on this 
point, and the moral result of this, accompanied by a 
vigor.ous declaration of the Word of God, cannot fail with 
His blessing, to arrest the attention of the careless ancl 
ungodly. 

It_ is very interesting to observe the. process by which 
the Lord made J osht1a to realise the reality of His grace. 

1st. He was stripped of his defiled garments. 
2nd. He was cleansed; his iniquity w�s cau�ed to 

pass f r01n him. 
3rd. He was clothed with a change of raiment. 
4th. He was crowned with a fair mitre. 

But notice, he was still passive; all was done for him at 
Divine instigation, and up to tbis point he was simply ·the 
recipient of m�rcies grace had provided. 

, The process in conversion is the sa�e to-day. God must 
strip the sinner before He cleanses him by the blood of 
Jesus, o_r covers him with the robe of Divine righteous
ness. We read in connection with Adam and Eve that 
the LoRD God made coats of skins and covered them, but 
no one would surely imagine that He put these coverings 
over the fig-leaf aprons of human invention! Oh, no! 
The stripping process began in Eden, and has continued 
ever since, whenever the sinner has submitted to God's 
way. The prodigal of Luke 15. got the best robe (illustra
tive of the righteousness of God in Christ), but certain am 
I, _he would be stripped of the rags of the far-off country 
before he was arrayed therein. 

Well, there stood Joshua, still, but oh, what a change! 
Satan is robbed of his pl'oy-is baffled indeed. If he 
vyould resist the object of God's favour still, he must find 
fault with God's cleansing, God's clothing, and God's 
crowning. Ah, that's it ! and surely Joshua may be 
cheerful and content. 
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, In. the cu1·se upon Satan in connection with the pro .. 
�ised seed (Christ), God had said, " He shall bruise thy 
head, thou shalt bruise . His heel." If -this latter be 
applied to the mystical body of Christ, it only shows that 
Satan can (by God's permission), cause some trouble and 
inconvenience. You can bruise the heel without touching 
any vital part or affecting life, and t.his is �he extent of 
the Devil's power over the Lord's dear people. Very 
different will it be with our adversary in our ultimate and 
glorious triumph. Then, Satan himself shall be bruised 
under our feet (Rom. 16.). 

II. 

WE h3:ve already seen how richly Joshua was blessed 
by the outflowings of Divine grace and mercy, and we 
now enter upon the consideration 0£ another question, 
viz.-the responsibility imposed upon him to serve 
Jehovah, who had dealt so bountfully with him. G_od 
asks nothing until He has given all, and receives nothing, 
eve� then, that does not spring from a hearty, spon
taneous appreciation of His mighty love. A man must 
be graced with the salvation of God before he can serve 
Him in any measure or sphere. 'l'his is a familiar truth 
to some, but alas! how many there are, who, not having 
learnt this elementary lesson, are found toiling and 
striving in the vain hope of ultimately being acceptable 
to God. And yet how simple the ,Divine order is on this 
point. In Malachi 1., "If I be a Father," is written 
before "If I be a Master," and when Paul exclaims- of 
Qhrist, "Whose I am, and whom I serve," he plainly· 
intimated that service follows, and does not precede, re
lationship with the Saviour. 

Unacquainted with his father's heart, the prodigal, 
when in the far country, devised a formula of words 
with which he hoped to reach the pity and sympathy of· 
his parent. " I am not worthy to be -called thy son, makf { 
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·11ne one of thy·hired sevvants." He hoped to gain accept
ance by contracting a bargain. Well, he came back in
misery and want, his motives in returning being as un
worthy as they could possibly be; but his father saw
him, ·and love made the old man run to greet him. How
could the son repeat his formula of words in their en
tirety then ? Ah no ! it could not be, and clasped in
his father's arms, drinking in ·a parent's love in that
wondrous embrace, all thoughts of hired service were
obliterated from his mind.

But ,vould he not serve afterwards? Yes, indeed ! he
would be the best servant the father had, but this would
spring from a grateful recognition of the love that had
enriched him so greatly.

-There were no "ifs" in regard to the salvation of
Joshua; these only came in when the question of service
was introduced, and they indicate very strongly that it is
not sufficie�t of itself that a man be a Christian, whether
old or young, that therefore he is entitled to be identified
with the work of the Lord. No! service is conditional 
strictly and solemnly conditional, and it is because this is 
not more generally understood and acknowledged, that 
we find so many aspirants to special kinds of Divine work 
when often there is neither spiritual capability or sense 
o_f the gravity of the work to be done. In our horror 
of "one-man-ministry," humanly constituted, we are in 
danger of going to an opposite extreme, and hence in 
many places, instead of thankfully accepting God-qualified 
men, whether in ministry to saints or preaching to sin
ners, the meetings for these purposes are simply occasions 
when as many as possible make it a point of getting their 
word in. What docs it matter to some if there is a 
brother in a local church who is truly an evangelist, if 
there are ·other "speakers" there; well, he must just 
take his turn with the rest, and so the meeting goes on 
month after month, oftener than not they get smaller, 
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and at the end of the year the results are insignificant, if 
t1ierc are any at all. We would not forget that gift of 
any kind is not fully developed at first, and it would be 
the last thing in o'ur mind to suggest any course which 
would hinder its growth. All we would insist on is, let 
God's workers do His work, and there would be an end of 
what can only be stigmatized as a caricature of His wor_k, 
which is already producing coldness and barrenness, and 
which n1ust, if it continues, bring a_bout a state of hopeless
rum. 

T11ere are four things in Zechariah 3. which deserve 
our particular attention in regard to service :-

1st. God's yVays (His thoughts of things as revealed 
by His Word). 

2nd. God's charge to Joshua (the particular service 
entrusted to the individual). 

3rd. God's House (the dwelling-place of Jehovah, 
where also His go,ernment controls). 

4th. God's Courts (the approaches to Jehovah's 
House). 

Now, ,Toshua, in order that he might be fitted to serve, 
had to walk in the light of the commandments of God,
bis own ways and expedients must be discarded; and 
what a comfort it must have been to him to know that 
the Great Lawgiver had been most explicit in the mani
festation of His will under all circumstances, and that all 
he had to do was to follow diligently and firmly in the 
track of that ·all-sufficient legislation. Then, in addition 
to the essential observance, he had to remember the in
dividual "charge" which he had received direct from the 
Lord; so that a reverent acquaintance with t,he Holy 
Scriptures, joined with a personal gift or trust, are the 
two indispensable qualifications for prominent service in 
Divine things. This is m.ade still more clear by the con
text, for in order to judge the House and keep the Cou1·ts 
he must of necessity know the rules of the Master, and 
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b� sustai?ed in his impartial administration of these laws 
by the fact that he had been called and charged to do 
·tG.e work. Of course, now-a-day, oversight is not merely
an individual t,hing; nevertheless, these principles apply
to_ each individual who may with others be engaged in
the work.

To ju�g� the House implies Divin� rule inside an
assembly� for let it not be forgotten that each God
gathered company is in its locality a· house or building
of God. Hence Ephesians 2. (R.V.) has it-" In whom
every building (or each separate .building) groweth unto
a· holy temple in the Lord." Oh, how this dignifies any
company gathered to the Lord, with Him in the midst,
and how it must subdue all fleshly energy and conduct.
Yes, let the truth be sounded out clear and plain, that,
conscious of our innumerable sins and failings, and hum
bled on this account, yet we aspire (in our own locality)
to no lower standard than to be "a building of God," a
house where His Son rules and where His Spirit, un
fettered by human creeds ( cast in an iron mould for all
time), can operate t-hrough men who are " Gifts " from
the ascended Christ. This is the model, this is the place
of Divine freedom, and not.bing Jess will do.

To keep His Courts may remind us of t,he importance
of guarding the approaches to His House. In Galatians
1. we see the solemn sight of Christians bringing in. evil
ofies, but Jude telJs us of evil ones who crept in. On
the one hand, saints were found contributing to sorrow
by a want 0£ discernment; on the other, saints were too
listless and indifferent to notice the " creepers" as they
came in by stealth. We are living in trying and difficult
days, and, unhappily, on some points there is not that
union which is strength among us. Still, all must agreo
that the Courts must be kept. Vy c would all exclude
impostors from their sacred precincts, nor do we want
what might not be inaptly called, the refuse of sects and
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systems, who, through personal squabbles, etc., find them• 
selves without a shelter, and as the next best thing to do, 
think they will join a meeting" where there is fyeedom to 
minister," and turn that holy freedom into an unseemly 
license for continual talk, not by any means to the 
edification of the saints. We would exclude none who 
desire to follow the Lord, but surely it is incumbent upon 
us to be watchful that no less worthy motive is in opera. 
tion. Many have acted otherwise to their own sorrow, 
and the once happy meeting has become almost intolerable 
on account of unsubdued and factious spirits. 

Well, Joshua was to make it his business to do the 
work, and the Lord undertook that Joshua should have 
;·cputation and honour. "I'll give thee places to walk 
in amongst them that stand by." It should be the same 
to-day amongst God's servants, and certainly He would 
not fail to know them. But, alas! too often our chief 
concern is not to do the work, but to get the "places," 
or, in other words, to occupy positions which we think 
bring honour. Ah, but God's way is the only sure way ; 
Joseph proved it, so did David, and all Jehovah's servants 
in the past. Was it not so in the case of the blessed 
Lord Himself ? In Philippians 2. it is all described, and 
there in that very chapter we read of two others follow
ing closely in their lVIaster's steps, doing thei?- work, and 
of them Paul says, "Hold such in reputation." 

Th� last verses of our chapter indicate rest. Soon our 
service time will be over, and we shall have to yield up 
our trust to Him who gave it to us. In His strength 
may we be faithful now, so that, when we enter into 
oar rest, it may be with 1-Iis approving smile, and then 
shall we enjoy the full blessings of salvation, service, and 
rest. 
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JOHN'S THIRD EPISTLE. 

THE meaning of the name "John" is interesting, signify
ing "grace," or "whom the Lord graciously gave." 

.His surname, "Boanerges," divinely given (Mark 3. 
17), means "a son of thunder." So t�at in his ent.ire 
name we have the expression, "grace and truth," beau
tifully exemplified. 

These principles, or divine attributes, are minutely 
interwoven, and should· never be detached one from the 
other. 

Too often we are creatures of extremes, and hence the 
heaven-given equilibrium of grace and truth is sadly dis
turbed. When we remember that the Gospel according 
to John, his Epistles, and finally the Revelation which 
he penned, were · written subsequently to all other in
spired writings, and after evils of every kind had been 
introduced by Satan, we see additional force and beauty 
in the meaning of his name, "whom the Lord graciously 
gave." 
. He gave him a special messenger to His people, so that 
when love waxed cold, we might be urged. to diligent 
i_-epentance ; and when evil should abound, our feet, so 
prone to err, might afresh be guided into the track of 
faithful obedience to Him, "Who liveth, and was dead." 

The first glimpse we have of this apostle is in con
junction with Peter, as the attached disciple of John· t,he 
Baptist. 

105 
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He was following the light from heaven, as far as it 
was then revealed ; but when the splendour and attrac
tiveness of the greater light shone across bis path, he for
sook the Baptist, and followed Jesus. 

Nor was his intimacy with the Son of God that of a 
cold or calculating friendship; it was warm, ardent, and 
intense. 

To him the bosom of Jesus was as a familiar pillow, 
where, ·when. oppressed and wearied with the cares of 
earth, he might rest in undisturbed repose. 

Cha�·acterized by a steadfast and unobtrusive love, :for
getful of all personal danger, we find him standing 
beside the Cross, clinging to the Lord in the hour 9£ 
His deepest woe. Peter, whose profession of love and 
loyalty .was �o vehen1ent, may, in the hour of trial, 
succu�b to surrounding int).uences; ·but with John it

was different. He made no ostentatious display of hi� 
affection, but he had (when reclining on the bosom of 
Jesus), drawn out a power which enabled him to be 
t:ime-hearted to the last. 

And he had bis reward, for he alone of all the apos-�Ies 
heard his Master's voice from the very Cross when He, 
in filial and touching tenderness, committed His mother 
to the care of John just ere he expired on the Tree. 
And when, three days later, Mary i1agdalene sought him 
and Peter, and spoke of the empty tomb, with what 
alacrity did he hasten thither! 

Peter may run hurriedly to that grave, but John's 
deeper and more constant lov-e shall make his feet go 
faster still ! And to John belongs tho greatest of all 
honours, in that he was the first to understand and believe 
the mystery of the Lord's resurrection (John 20. 8). 

Such are some of the gleams of light in the character 
of John, shining out so visibly and so brightly in the 
earlier years of his discipleship; bu�, when we come to 
the date of his epistle to Gaius, he is an old man, and 
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'soon to pass into the presence of Him he l1ad loved with 
-such surpassing affection.

Ht:re it is, he calts hims�lf "t,he Elder," and it is be
cause he writes as such that his ·words are worthy of our 
closest and �nost prayerful at.tention. 

The epistle is to an individual named " Gains'' (joy or 
g-ladness), and was probably :written to encourage and 
guide him in � time of special trouble in the church with 
which he was identified. 

It is our purpose, with the Lord's help, to refer to the 
leading features of this epistle, believing they are specially 
applicable to the saints of God in the present time of 
difficulty. 

Gaius is called the " well-beloved," a stronger ex
pression than '' beloved," denoting the esteem, and also 
the measure of the esteem, in which he was held by the 
brethren. 

Now, it is clear he had earned this regard by the 
manner of his life and testimony.; and we can conceive 
no higher ambition (next to pleasing the Lord) than to be 
"beloved" and "well-beloved" by the children of God 
with whom we come in contact. 

This is the key to all fruitful testimony, and it is the 
absence of this beautiful affection which so frequently 
mars the public ministrations of the Lord's ser,ants. 

Only let the saints be convinced that they "are in our 
hearts to die and live with them," and this will beget a 
corresponding love, and cause all feelings of distrust and 
suspicion to quickly vanish. 

And now, let us look at the character of John's love 
for Gaius-" Whom I love in tho truth." 

There is a something mistaken for Christian love, 
which is hollow and spurious, which consists of mere 
sentiment and talk. 

Such, however, was not the love of the great Apostle 
John, his was a sanctified and purifying love in the truth. 
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By which we mean that he loved the children of God so 
much that he sought to help them t,o understand and do 
the will of Christ. 

His prayer for Gaius, too, is very instructive, and em. 
braces pr1nciples we are apt to forget. 

The one desire relates to secular prosperity, and the 
other to the health of the body. But then, Gaius was a 
person for whom these things could be safely and pro
fitably asked, the prosperity of his soul (his inner spiritual 
life) was already in the ascendancy, and therefore the 
apostle knew that increased prosperity and increased 
strength of body would alike be consecrated to his Re
deemer. 
. We all know t·hat reverses in business, and impaired 
health, are at times the chastisements of our Father on 
account of our low spiritual condition. 

Were He to bestow increasing wealth and robust health 
of body upon us in that state, they would be curses in
stead of blessings. 

His love is a jealous love, and He claims the first place 
in our hearts. 

A spirit of worldly ambition is one of the character
istics ·of· the age, and, alas ! some of our spirits even as 
Christians are imbued with it. 

"They that will be rich fall into temptation, and a 
snare,'' is an apostolic 1notto sadly forgotten. 

Many are discontented with their lot in life, and aspire 
to higher things, simply from a grasping and covetous 
spirit. Domestic servants w�ll, for a paltry pound or 
two; give up their situations, and go into places where 
they are una.ble · to assemble with the saints to break 
bread on -the first day of the week, or attend an ordinary 
meeting. Others, in go9d employment, and living in 
comparative comfort, wi11, for the sake of being their own 
masters, a�d ?aving a little more of this world's respecta
bility, put themselves into a position which hinders their 
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presence at the Bible reading and prayer meeting, which, 
worse than all, so occupies their time that they can 
scarcely find a moment for Scripture reading and medi
tation. 

These instances do not exhaust the forms of covetous• 
ness and worldliness among us, but they and similar 
things lie at the root of the death.like condition of many 
assemblies. 

Ecclesiastical' separation is not sufficienp to maintain 
the power of assembly 'life ; it needs to be maintained 
by a godly and consistent walk in the privacy of· our
individual and daily lives. 

· · 

We shall now consider the joy of the apostle in regard' 
to Gains-" I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth .. " 0£ course, " The Truth " is a 
very comprehensive expression, and, speaking generally; 
it refers -to the whole will of God. 

There are two principles, however, affectin·g · this 
general rule which must ever be kept in mind-

lst. Truth has various complexions, or dispensation al. 
distinctions, as indicated by the terms, "as the 
Truth is in Jesus" and" The present T1�uth." 

2nd. The context of any passage or phrase determines 
its special import or meaning; hence we should 
humbly pray for discernment to know what is 
the mind of the Spirit. 

The errors of Diotrephes ( one nou,rished by a false god) 
were associated with the ·assembly, and as the conduct of 
Gaius was exactly opposite to his, we may infer that the· 
apostolic commendation given to him relates chiefly to 

" The Truth " in its ecclesiastical aspect.. 
The conversion of a sinner is accompanied•with an out

burst of joy in the presence of the angels of God; and 
our joy, as saints on earth, over a sinner saved, is but the 
faintest reflection of joy and gladness in heaven. 

Think of the blessed Lord at the well in Samaria. 
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W en.ricd n.nd oppressed by n. tedious journey, hungry nncl 
thirsty, yet He forgot His personal requirements in the 
soul-absorbing work of bringing a. poor outcast unto a 
know ledge of I-Ii ms elf. 

And when this had been accomplished, and the woman 
h�d fie� into the city to bring others to Him, His joy over 
her salvation was so intense -that He cared neither to eat 

' 

or drink . 
. The disciples open their basket and spread out the food 

they had bought.in the city•; the woman's forgotten water 
pot is there r<:ady for use, but to their pathetic appeal, 
'· :Master, eat!

,
.
, He calmly answered, "I have meat to

eat ye.know not of." Thank God! Jesus is" the same 
yesterday, to-day, and. for ever!" and that scene at the 
well giyes us a glimpse of His joy when any poor sinner 
takes shelter under the covering wings of His salvation. 
· 'But if John had joy as he beheld the· ?hildren of God.

w-alking in the Truth, think J_vu, my reader, that J oh;n's
Master is indifferent in this matter?
• It must be a joy to the heart of Christ when He be

holds one who has believed in Him going down into the
water to be baptized, and not less. when that one, with
other::;, is gatherecl on the first day of the ·week to shew
forth His death.

Nor can it be other than a joy to Him when He see� 
any of His flock gladly own His Shepherd-Lordship, and 
submit to be guided by His Spirit in worship or ministry. 

Some evangelists appear to be content when men be
come the children of God, and tell us t-hat their personal 
r:esponsibility has ceased with the conversion of souls. 
But we can only regard such conduct as deplorable and 
reprehensible. An evangelist may not be a teacher, but 
is he relieved from tho responsibility of pointing out to 
those converted what he knows to be the right courso 
because th(;} gift of a teacher may not specially be his? 
We know of no scri

°

ptul'e which justifies the absolute 
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sepa.ra.tion of the gospel fr01n the declaration of the sub
sequent acts of obedience which should follow the salva.., 
tion of the soul. Is it nothing to an evangelist that the 
young convert should be immediately ensnared into a 
position where he cannot obey his Lord, and where his 
spir.itual growth m.ust be dwarfed? 

Our observations apply to preachers of. the gospeL 
who gather with fellow-saints in the Name of the Lordi 
and it must not be forgotten that our assembly existence 
is a schism and a sin iinless there is a sufficient cause to 
justify our separation from the various sects around us. 

We suppose the reason why we are not found gather
ing with the sects is very simply stated-" We find it 
impossible, in such associations, to fully obey the will of 
the Lord." 

Well then, if such be the case, w by go to preach the 
gospel under conditions and circumstances where your 
ministry cannot be followed up with the further declara-. 
tion of the will of the Lord, but as a necessary result 
the young converts will go to swell the ranks of sec
tarianism? Why allow your gift, as an evangelist, to bf;_ 
utilised for the inconsistent purpose of putting fresh 
blood into the vejns of that which, as a system, you have 
avowedly left ? 

The Master has set before you a� open door; it is the 
fi�ld of the world, and it is yours to gather out the lost

1

not only to realise HiR saving love, but also to own the 
authority of Ch,rist as Lord (2 Cor. 4. 5, R.V.). Avow 
this to be your purpose, carry out in your measure the 
divine commission (Matt. 28. 20), and, rest assured, your 
co-operation will never be sought by those with whom 
you would be fettered or hindered . 
. But count the cost, for unpopularity will ensue; in all 

probability your meetings will be smaller, and as for 
newspapers, you will be too c.ontemptible for their notice ! 
By-3:ind-bye, however, the King will call His ambassadors 
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to court, and lavish upon the faithful smiles of recogni•• 
tion and never-fading crowns. Brother, keep tha� time· 
before.you, and remember the :Master has· left on record,: 
"The word that I speak, the same shall judge you in the. 
last day." 

Satan will. seek to oppose, for there is nothing he so 
constantly aims at as to undermine loyalty of heart ·to 
Christ. 

Quite recently, in· a certain town, when, as the result'. 
of a prayerful perusal of their Bibles, two. young. ·men 
discovered they should be baptized, take no designation, 
but that of Ch1�istian, and break bread on ·the first day of_ 
the week, tb'ey experienced somewhat of the ways -of_ 
Satan. One was threatened with the loss of his situation,· 
bu,t remaining steadfast, was opliged to leave; the otlier=

was offered a deaconship if he would stop where be was, 
but had grace to obey the Lord in preference· to bartering-
away his conscience for a position regarded by some as 
honourable and important. 

Alienation from relatives, the sneer of the worldly• 
wise, and. frequently loss of business are connected with 
taking up our Cross and following Jesus., and· some may 
ask-" Is it worth while?" Well, as to time, it brings 
great peace; and as to eternity, tangible emble1ns o-f the 
Lord's approvaL Ay ! it is worth while to walk in the 
Truth, and grace enabling us we will, individually, ex. 
claim-

. "Alone with Thee, 0 Master, where 
1'he light of earthly glory dies, 

Misunderstood by all, I do.re 
'£0 do what Thine own heart wil 1 prize." 

.. Th� next point that calls for comment is the commen•.

dation, accorded by the apostle to Gains, for his faithful
ness· in regard to accredited itinerant evangelists. 

Accredited, because commended by the personal au-· 
thority of John, and manifestly recognised in that capacity 
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by the church, from which they started on their preach
ing tour (verses 6 and 9). 

Itinerant, because they had "gone forth," and were 
so circumstanced, that they could go anywhere their 
}faster, by His Spirit, directed them. Compare 2 Corin
thians 8. 18, where it is said of one "whose praise is in 
the Gospel throughout all the churches." He did not on 
account of his acknowledged merit and ability receive 
from rival churches a call to settle down in comparative 
comfort and ease in any locality, but, carrying out the 
Lord's commission, went everywhere preaching the Word. 

This was an almost universal rule of preaching in 
Apostol_ic times, so far as an evangelist was concerned, 
although, as in Timothy's case at Ephesus, a sojourn of 
a more or less protracted length of time in any locality 
may be alike desir-able and imperative. Another im
portant thing to be remembered is, that evangelists 
laboured in practical sympathy and cordial fellowship 
with the assembly, where such existed. This is clear 
from the expression "I wrote unto the church," relating 
as it does to the reception of these servants of God. 
Rejected by the lordly arrogance of Diofrephes, Gains 
received them, shewed them much kindness, and aided 
them in every way possible. And what could be more 
beautiful than that these brethren, returning to the 
assemb)y with which they were more im.mediately iden
tified, should gratefully and publicly acknowledge their 
indebtedness to Gaius for his love and hospitality. Me
thinks this were a good precedent for our own times, as 
it could not fail to draw saints closer together, produce 
much thanksgiving to God, and cause a spirit of prayer 
and supplication. Isolation and independency are the 
fruits of pride and sin ; we need to bo knit together in 
heart, though severed bodily, and the grateful recognition 
of a brother's loving aid, albeit he may be unknown by 
face to many, is one way to bring this about. 

11 
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Some may think that this course has its dangers, such 
as leading brethren to acts of service from unworthy 
motives; but it need not do so, nor did the A.postle think 
his commenda.tion of Gaius would lead to his being puffed 
up, or to think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think. It was a dark and trying day, and while failure 
in others called for the severest censure, t.his :fruit of 
grace in Gains received for his encouragement, a well 
merited expression of apostolic praise. 

Commending Phebe to the saints of Rome, Paul grace
fully says, "she hath been a succourer of many, and of 
myself also," and referring to this very Gains in the 
same epistle (sending his greeting), he plainly designates 
him" mine host." Other instances might be given, but 
these are sufficient for our purpose. We should never 
blazon abroad our personal endeavours to serve Christ, 
for that were evidence of pride and self-seeking, but we 
should gladly recognize this grace in others, and speak 
grate!ully of them at suitable times that God may be 
glorified (compare 2 Tim. 1. 16-18). 

In addition to being commended by the Apostle, there 
were personal reasons why these particular preachers 
should be received and helped on their way in a manner 
worthy of God. 

1st. The motive or constraining element in their service 
was love to "the Name" (R.V.). 

Out of sincere affection to their despised Lord, they 
voluntarily surrendered the comfort of · home life and 
domestic felicity, and went :forth to bear His reproach 
and suffer for His name. They longed to see that worthy 
Name acknowledged and honoured by men, and certain 
am I of this, they would so preach and teach as to keep 
themselves in the background and Christ to the :front. 

No man actuated by so pure a motive would even 
dream of permitting those converted by his ministry to 
assume his name ( even for distinction, as it is c�lled) ; 
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and, wherever this is done, it is a degradation to Christ. 
Why, Paul appears to be horror-struck when he learnt 
that some of the Corinthians were calling themselves after 
him. Read 1 Corinthians 2. 1-5. Reviewing his ministry 
there, he begs them to recollect ·how studiously be avoided 
any and everything that would be calculated to produce 
such a terrible result. "!""-four times repeated, almost 
in the same breath, bringing his sojourn a.moug them so 
vividly before their gaze - "I did my very utmost to 
appear personally insignificant, in order to avoid the very 
snare into which Satan has now entrapped you.'' Reader, 
behold his grief of heart at this ! and remember he was 
too loyal to his Master, and too faithful to his Master's 
will, to permit such a glaring dishonour to Christ to pass 
withc;>ut cen�ure. Instead of feeling flattered (as all who 
seek to exalt self would), he is humbled to the very dust. 

Had all the Lord's servants been as true and humble 
as · he, we should not in our day have to deplore the 
innumerable sects and sectarian designations which, alas! 
exist. 

No! "The Name," with all its excellent glories, would 
have been enough, and that of Christian would have con
tented us. But why does John speak of "The Name" 
(R.V.), without specifying whom and what he meant? 

.Ah! therein is something which well deserves our 
attention. Ghrist filled his heart and vision; and, although 
he could no longer lean on His blessed bosom, his faith 
could penetrate through the clouds, and he could dwell in 
the very atmosphere of His love. 

Mention whose Name he meant? It were superfluous! 
Spiritual instinct would know at a glance! and "The 
Name

,
, would touch a chord in the heart of Gains, the 

vibrations of which would affect all his ways, especially 
at a time when one like Diotrephes was seeking to exalt 
his own. 

May .God preserve us from being even the unconscious 
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instruments in the bands of Satan in dishonouring that 
Nam,e which all Heaven owns, and which presently will 
be universally acknowledged. 

Should we not be zealous in its present exaltation ? 
Let others, if they will, labour to exalt the name of this 
sect or that, be it ours to teach those who form the 
Bride of Jesus, neither to take -a name, nor permit others 
to attach it to them without remonstrance-that of our 
heavenly Bridegroom being heaven-given and ample. 

2nd. They received nothing of the Gentiles or nations, 
that is, they would not receive any pecuniary assistance 
from the unregenerate in aid of their evangelistic work. 
This is an important principle, and would, if adhered to, 
alike destroy "state aid," collections from the uncon
verted, and all similar things. " They that are in the 
flesh cannot please God," and even the most liberal donor 
(unconverted) would hardly continue to give if he were 
told that God did not regard his gift. We fear that 
many Christians are unwittingly smoothing some men's 
paths to Hell; they take their money, and give them the 
impression that they are performing some meritorious 
deed; whereas, if the clear lines of demarcation-life and 
death, Spirit and flesh-were faithfully drawn and main
tained, the very consciousness that he had neither part 
nor lot in this matter might make the unsaved one pon
der his condition. To allow such to co-operate in the 
work of God is no kindness to them, and may be fraught 
with deadly consequences to their precious souls. Acts 
28. 1-10 is sometimes quoted to_ justify that which we
a1·e condemning, but the most casual observer will
scarcely admit its application if he considers the circum
stances. There, a barbarous people, prompted by feelings
of humanity chiefly, show much kindness to the sl).ip
wrecked, Paul and other prisoners included, but it was
not to Paul on account of his being a servant of God or
because they desired to assist him in that capacity. 
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We are al ways sorry to see a box so fixed in the halls 
where saints are wont to assemble, that at a gospel meeting 
opportunity is afforded to unsaved persons to contribute. 
We may not intend it for the purpose, but it is practically 
a request that they would do so, and often when the Word 
preached has pricked the conscience in measnre, a 
donation has been freely bestowed, and the deluded one 
goes home feeling some satisfaction that he has ( as he 
ima.gines) helped on a good cause. 

And what shall we say of the shocking profanity of 
the Gospel preached by some in our streets ? A few 
words are spoken, and then in some cases a hat is handed 
round £or a collection. The following incident occurred 
lately in G--

" Now, friends," said the preacher, "we are seeking 
your good, and must have money." A hat was sent 
round, and ninepence half-penny was collected. At this 
the man began again," We must have even money; who 
will give the twopence half-penny to make the shilling?" 
A second time the hat was sent round, and the total 
came to one shilling and a penny half-penny. Then com
menced an ungodly rigmarole about the desirability of 
getting it up to one shilling and sixpence. The scene 
was ,vorthy of a "cheap jack," and would be too con
temptible to name were it not professedly done in the 
name of God. 

The Lord can sustain His own cause, and it is impious 
in the extreme to beg assistance from His enemies. May 
God stir up His children to recognise their responsibility! 
The Devil and the Devil's children do not spare expense 
to bring their allurements before men (behold their costly 
advertisements on our walls), and shall we grudge the 
use or expenditure of that which, as the Lord's stewards, 
we are to employ for His glory? 

We desire now to call attention to the obligation imposed 
on us as Christians in the words of the Apostle, " vVe 
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therefore ought to receive such that we may be fellow
helpers with the truth" (R.V.). Ours is a restricted 
responsibility in regard to preachers, and wherever we 

·have good reasons for doubting that the two qualifications
afterwards ment,ioned a·o not exist, we may justly with
hold our hospitality and keep our purses closed.

(A) Love to the Nanie, the constraining motive for service.
(n) Nothing taken from the Gentiles (nations), that

is, unconverted. · 

Love to Christ naturally produces zeal in His service, 
but knowledge of His ways will cause our zeal to flow 
in channels divinely made. Love for Christ's cause, 
where it exists, is a beautiful feature in the Christian's 
character, but, unless it is a divinely educated love
intelligent in its apprehension. of the Lord's will-it is 
blind, and will often, with the purest motives, unwittingly 
promote that which, not being of His direction, cannot be 
for His glory or the furtherance of His designs. 

Amid the innumerable "causes," each claiming to be 
good, and with partizans almost legion, we may cease to 
wonder at the perplexity of many as to which and what 
possess the paramount claims upon them, and yet there 
is a divine test-an unfailing standard-. by which our 
actions may be determined. This is what is meant by the 
Apostolic expression "Fellow-helpers with the truth," not 
with the Gospel merely, but with the truth in its widest 
and most comprehensive sense. All truth rightly de
clared and cn,rried out, must glorify Christ, its Author, 
He being its personification in all its attributes and far
reaching relationships. 

Had these preachers, whom Gaius received, restricted 
their ministry to the declaration of the Gospel exclusively, 
what reason would Diotrephes have had for rejecting 
them? Their converts would have swelled the numbers 
for him to govern, and he would have had no cause to fear 
that his position would be assailed. 



JOHN'S THIRD EPISTLE 119 

.As it was, theirs was a ministry, which, beginning with 
the Gospel, proceeded to the assertion of the authority of 
the Lord in all the details of His revealed will, and one 
of the first things to be exposed by the truth would have 
been the anti-scriptural course of Diotrephes. This no 
doubt he feared. 

They would have spoken the truth fearlessly, as the 
Lord's servants, and as the valued associates of the great 
Apostle John, with the result that the unwarrantable 
assumption of Diotrephes would have been challenged 
and condemned. 

To avoid this, and to sustain his self-assumed position 
of pre-eminence, he repudiated these fait};iful men alto
gether and forbade others to receive them. One wrong 
step led to another, and the next thing this lover of 
power did was to slander his brethren and cruelly mis

represent them. Little by little, step by step, he had 
asserted his fleshly and arbitrary will, until the church 
(unsuspecting and faulty in· not exercising its proper and 
necessary functions) had become powerless to act for God. 

John wrote in the first place to the church (ver. 9), not 
to Gaius, Diotrephes, or Demetrius, or to these and others 
in professed oversight combined, but to the assembly, 
the right and only proper course to adopt in such com
munications. In this instance, through unwatchfulness 
and probably love of ease, its corporate power bad ceased, 
and it had permitted Diotrephes to cripple its actions and 
act in independence. Certainly his conduct calls for de
nunciation, but was the assembly not also to blame for 
subm:itting itself to his will? 

No doubt he was a Christian, but· as the meaning of 
his name (one nourished by a false god) suggests, his 
spiritual upbringing had been very defective and far 
from divine. Forgetful of the !\{aster's gracious words 
"I am among you as one that serveth," and "whoso 
will be the greatest among you, let him become servant 
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of all," he made himself pre-eminent and forced his will 
upon fellow-saints. But let us not confound pre-eminence 
with love of pre-eminence, two things which are essen
tially different, for in every God-constituted company of 
su.ints there will al ways be some that are pre-eminent
some who will be" pillars" in the church, and rightly so, 
The pre-eminence of such, however, will be owing to the 
measure of grace and gift bestowed upon them by Christ, 
and humility one of their chief characteristics. All 
saints are priests alike to God, but all saints are not 
called to prominent service. 

That Demetrius (" relating to corn," i.e., one through 
whom spiritual nourishment came for the use of saints) 
was worthy of pre-eminence is palpably demonstrated. 
Unlike Diotrephes, he had good report of all, and instead 
of subordinating the Truth to his personal vanity and 
love of power, he exalted it by his manner of life and 
doctrine. 

Well might John say to Gains, " Beloved, :follow not 
that which is evil (the course of Diotrephes) but that 
which is good" (the course of Demetrius), for whatever 
is Christ-like in a saint is worthy of closest imitation. 

Evidently the .Apostle hoped in the providence of God 
to go to this scene of trouble, but it is not put definitely 
for some wise and, to some of us, perplexing reason. We 
are so apt to desire to see through a difficulty at once, 
while it is often better we should learn to be patient and 
wait in humble dependence on God. 

Consequently, John does not promise Gaius, and with 
him the faithful, an immediate deliverance, but counsels 
him meanwhile to aid the true and abhor the evil. Unity 
is a blessed thing when based on Grace and Truth, and 
sustained in the love of the Spirit, but sometimes even 
among the assemblies of God it is of a limited kind. 
There could be no blending of the antagonistic principles 
underlying the conduct of these two representative men, 
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Diotrephes and Demetrius, and until God stepped in the 
faithful would be greatly perplexed. 

Some assemblies appear to be in a somewhat similar 
position to-day, and much waiting on God for guidance 
is necessary.1 The flesh in its restless activity would often 
precipitate matters, and thereby the sanctifying lessons 
of our assembly trials may be lost to us. 

God only knows how much we may have each contri
buted to the existing errors and sorrows of the assembly 
with which we may be :identified, and it is far easier to 
complain loud and long against the evils developed, than 
in self-judgment to humble ourselves before God for our 
own part therein. Far be it from us to say that there 
nei:er comes a time when separation from known and cry
ing evils is not a necessity; we believe such a time does 
come (when such are the circumstances), but let :it be the 
last resource-let us be sure God's time bas come, and 
that His truth makes it imperative. ::Many have hurriedly 
separated from others, and with what result? They have 
maintained a show of assembly existence, but as for God's 
manifest smile and blessing, you may search for them in 
vain. Of course, we are not here speaking of separation 
from that which is merely of human origin, but from 
gatherings which at one time were according to God, 
but in which error and division in the midst have arisen. 

May God, in these dark and ever-darkening times, be 
pleased to give us His own light, and enable us to walk 
in it with Himself. 

1 This article wns published in 188G. 
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THE BISHOPS OF SCRIPTURE AND THEIR 

WORK. 

I. INDIVIDUAL QuALTFICATIONs, MORAL AND DocTRINAL,
connect the 3rd chapter of 1 Timothy with the 1st chap
ter of Titus. The former presents a standard of moral 
fitness to be characteristic of the man who desires to care 
for the saints. '.rhe latter shows the necessity of 
doctrinal fitness. Both of these things go together ; 
God's truth is evenly balanced. The work is designated 
"a good work," not an easy, or pleasant, or lucrative one, 
l?nt, emphaticnlly, a good one. 

One often finds saints, of a hypercritical turn of mind, 
judging overseeing brethren by these scriptures, and 
picking out every little imperfection con1:1ected with their 
character or work. Now, while it is out of the question 
for a brother to expect the recognition of the saints re
gardless of his own qualifications, yet these scriptures are 
not given so much for saints to judge their b1·ethren by, 
as for this purpose, that any who desire to do the work of 
oversight may see that their own characters and actions 
agree with God's requirement.s. 

From this work a young convert is excluded by the 
Lord. Such an one may be urged on by Satan, and not 
unfrequently by well-meaning-, but unwise brethr�n. 
Still the word of the Lord is rigid: "Not one newly come 
to the Faith, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into 
the condemnation of the Devil." Pride will be sure to 
trip up a young convert. He has not attained unto the 

122 



THE BISHOPS OF SCRIPTURE 123 

measure of understanding and experience needful £or t.he 
work. Besides, how damaging to his future usefulness in 
the Lord's servfoe, if, prematurely, he attempts to do 
work £or which he has not been qualified by God. l n 
such cases a grievous £all is frequently the consequence. 
Whereas� had the young convert been content to go on in 
the school of God for a longer time, he would gradually, 
it may be, yet surely, have attained unto a measure of 
experience in the things of God, of His word, and of His 
saints, and when God's time came this would have en
abled him to "labour acceptably in oversight work. 

Let us not be ignorant of Satan's devices; and n1ay 
those who desire to serve God in this good work never 
rest content with present attainments, but constantly strive 
more and more to become what God desires such to be. 

This is how to gain the approval of God and the recog
nition of saints, and to ensure happy, fruitful service. 

II. THE IMPORTANCE OF FELLOWSHIP 1:N" OVERSIGHT 

WoRK.-This is clearly shown by many scriptures (Acts 
20. 17-HS): In this chapter all the elders were sent for
and addressed by Paul. One exhortation was : " Take
heed, therefore, unto yourselves." An undue individ
uality of action, regardless of the fellowship of brethren,
who may be equally qualified to care for the saints, must
foster the spirit of Diotrephes (3rd Epistle John) and
cause internal divisions, if not open ruptures. In God,
and the Word of His grace, overseeing brethren have
ample resources. If their work at times be arduous and
perplexing-, God has not left them in helplessness ; w bat
ever the circumstances, or the peculiarities arising there
from, have they not God and the Word of His grace?

The mind of the Lord may be clear to some and not at 
all clear to others in regard to certain things, but let 
"the patience of Christ" be manifested by each. 

Let light be humbly and earnestly sought, and many 
of the differences will vanish. 
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What difficulties would be avoided-how many heart
burnings prevented, if brethren in oversight sought, with 
meekness of spirit and tenderness of heart, unanimity in 
all their pastoral work. 

When there is not a calm and quiet waiting on God 
and on one another, what terrible results follow! 

In Acts 15. we have a divine precedent in regard to 
this subject. A difficulty affecting the saints of God 
had arisen, and, in verse 6, the apostles and elders came 
together to consider the matter. Disputation ensues; 
but it is among themselves. Ere they break up the con
ference, there is agreement as to the matter in dispute. 
They did not, in an arbitrary spirit, act for the church; 
they acted with it (see verse 22). So it should be to-day. 

Acts 20. shows that those doing oversight work in 
local assemblies may continue in their lawful callings, 
and manifest the spirit of their 1'faster who loved rather 
to give than to re_ceive. Let brethren toiling for the 
necessaries of life look up and encourage themselves in 
God. If in their hearts there is a God-created care for 
fellow saints, they are as divinely competent for this 
work as those brethren who may have leisure and means. 
Let envy and strife cease, and let the spiritual act in con
cert for the blessing and help of the Lord's people. 

III. A BIBLE EPITOME OF OVERSEER'S WORK (1 Thess.
5. from verse 14).-In this scripture we get an outline of
the work of a combined oversight:-

1. " Warn the unruly." A united oversight should
warn those who do not submit themselves to the rule of 
Christ as Lord in His own house.1 

would likely be more effective and 
weight. 

2. "Comfort the feebleminded." 

'fhus, the warning 
have much greater 

In 1 Thess. 2. we 
have Paul among the saints as a nursing mother and 

1 This expression was probably an oversight. The Scrip
tural phrase iR "House of God" (see the R.V. of Hebrews 3.). 
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loving father; and in God's assemblies this two-fold 
feature of care should distinguish those who profess to 
care for the saints. God is the source of all comfort 
and is in no wise niggardly in His supply thereof (2 Cor. 
1. 3, 4).

3. "Support the weak." It does not say support the
weaknesses of saints. To do this would be sorrowful 
indeed. When a child manifests a desire to stand alone, 
what does the mother do? She supports the weak one. 
But what is her object? is it that the weakness of the 
child may continue ? Assuredly not; she desires the 
child to get strong, a.nd her assistance is tendered with 
tbat object in view. She wants tbe muscles of the child's 
body to develop and expand, so that in this particular the 
mother's aid may be dispensed with. 

Brethren, support the weak, but do not support the 
weaknesses of the weak, else all your efforts in this 
direction will be fruitless. Seek to help weak saints 
unto spiritual vigour. The thought is not that you 
should put crutches under the arms of the saints, but 
that you should so strengthen them that they can dis
pense entirely with such aids. 

4. "Be patient toward all." .A.ll oversight efforts
should. be carried out in patience. If this fruit of the 
Spirit is lacking, things cannot go on happily and to 
God's glory. All rule should be characterized by the 
patient spirit. Let us reflect upon the Lord's patience 
with us, and make His perfect dealings toward ourselves 
the standard by which we act. '' Let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing." .A. hastiness of spirit or of action cannot fail to 
produce discord and unhappiness. 

Other very important truths are referred to in this 
chapter, but let us notice specially verses 19 to 22. 

5. "Quench not the Spirit" �ither in yourselves or
others. No phase of rule is so to operate as to quench 
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"the manifestation of the Spirit which is given to every 
man to profit withal" (1 Cor. 12. 7). 

6. "Despise not prophesying." There ought not to be
a monopoly in the exercise of gift in the assembly. Is 
there a living plant showing itself above the surface of 
the earth ? Take care lest you tread upon it and crush 
out its existence. Let it grow; yea, more,· help it to 
grow. Supply it with nourishm'ent, and do not hinder 
the sun from shining upon it. No gift is fully developed 
at once; it is not like the mushroom that makes its 
appearance in a night. Paul was very anxious, notwith
standing the £act that all A.sia had forsaken him, that 
Timothy should communicate what he had learnt to faith
ful men, that they in their turn might teach others. Do 
not despise the feeblest manifestation of God's bestowed 
gift, but thank Goel £or it, and spiritually encourage the 
possessor of it. 

7. "Prove all things." The shepherds a.re responsible
to see what pasture the sheep partake of. How few are 
alive to this solemn duty. Consequently, one often hears 
of what evil certain persons have wrought in such and 
such places through their teaching. Satan is mixing 
spiritual poison with much precious food to-day,_ and, 
hence, the above exhortation is peculiarly applicable. 
" Thou shalt make him of quick smell in the fear of the 
Lord" is a wonderfully important truth. Again, "1£ the 
whole were the hearing, where were the smelling." 
Would to God this faculty were more used-this spiritual 
scent; and then, indeed, that which is presented to the 
saints would be much purer than it is. 

8. "Hold fast that which is good." Keep a tight
grasp of all that God has entrusted to your care. Be
ware lest, through unwatchfuluess, an indifference to any
thing which concerns the glory of the Lord is allowed, 
and the hand relax, and that which should have been 
firmly held is allowed to slip. 
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9. "Abstain from all appearance of evil." While the
principle 0£ this is 0£ course applicable to all saints, it 
has a peculiar bearing upon those who undertake more 
prominent service. See 1 Tim. 5. 19, 20 :-" Against an 
elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three 
witnesses.1 

"· Them that sin rebuke ( convict) before al1,
that others may :fear." Timothy was not to hearken to 
an accusation against an elder except under certain cir
cumstances; but, if the thing is unmistakable, then such 
are to be rebuked or convicted before all-this phase of 
discipline being needed in such a case. A. forcible illus
tration 0£ this occurs in Gal. 2.-Peter has used dis
simulation, and Barnabas and ot_hers are carried away in 
the current of evil, and, therefore, Paul withstands Peter 
to the £ace before them all, beca.use he was to be bla�ed . 
.A similar truth underlies verse 1 .of James 3. :-" My 
brethren, be not many masters (teachers), knowing we 
shall receive greater judgment." 

IV. THE CIRCLE IN WHICH OVERSEEING BRETHREN
LADOUR, AND 'l'HE MANNER OF SPIRIT, ETC., IN WHICH THE. 

WORK IS DONE (1 Peter 5.).-In this chapter Peter 
addresses the "elder" and the "younger." Possibly, in 
the latter expression, having a special reference to the 
younger brethren helping in oversight work, as the whole 
chapter seems to bear mainly on shepherd responsibilities . 
.A.11 are to be girded with humility to serve. The eye on 
the Chief Shepherd, and Bis glory their common aim. A.

spirit of subjection on the part of the "younger ones " is 
to be manifested to the "elder ones," while a spirit of 
subjection is to characterize them one toward the other. 
The cares attending their work will be many, but they 
are not expected to carry them alone. They are to cast 
the cares, consequent on tending the flock, upon the 
Shepherd who owns them. Thus it was with Paul. He 

1 See also B,estoration and Discipline, p. 70. 
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had the "care of all the churches." How was he sus-
tained? He knew what it was to roll the burden upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Devil, in his lion character, 
is the adversary of the shepherds, and the disturber of 
the flock. Let overseeing brethren remember that to 
them is attached the grave responsibility of meeting the 
Devil upon the threshold o-f his a,ttacks, and to resist him, 
steadfast in the Faith. .As David, tending his father's 
sheep, beheld the lion advancing, counted him his 
adversary, and, obtaining power from God, slew him ere 
the flock was touched, so should the shepherds in God's 
assemblies stand to their posts, and do their duty in this 
respect with unswerving allegiance to their absent Lord. 

N.B.-Scriptures showing the responsibility of saints
toward overseers:-" Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honour, especially they who 
labour in the word and doctrine" (1 'l'im. 5. 17) ; '·' And 
we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish 

· yoa. ; and to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves" (1
Thess. 5. 12, 13); ".Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the Word of God:
whose faith follow, considering the end of their conver
sation. Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub
mit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they
that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you (Heb. 13.
7, 17).
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LESSONS FROl\1 -THE LIFE OF GIDEON. 
. . . 

PREVIOUS to the captivity dcscri'bed 1n Judges 6., the 
children o_f_ Israel had_ been in qondage on three oc9asions .. 
'J;he following is a· brief summary of these:-

1st•� In .s�ryitud� . to ". Chnshan-rishathaim,". king of 
�tesopota�iq,, for eight years. Del�vered by 
'' Othniel " (Lion of_ God), forty years' rest 
succeeding. 

2nd. In bondage to "Eglon," king of Mo�b, for eighteen 
years. Delivered by "Ehud" (Joining to
gether), and "Shamgar" (v\T arrior); then 
eighty years of tranquilli_ty. 

3rd. SoJ�l ir�.to the hand of "Jabin," king- of Canaan, 
for t.wenty years. Delivered by "Deborah'' 
(Bee), and "Barak" (Thunder or Lightning), 
forty years of undi$turb_ed quiet ensuing. 

One feature in �uch of these is noteworthy, viz., that 
the bondago of thQ people on ly .lasted while they were 
irnpenitent anu. prayerless. The moment they cried .to 
Jehovah tl�eir voice was he�rd� and 4eliverers, irresistibly
'mighty,. wero r!1ised up to �nbduo tl;i.eir captors and pro
cure their liberation. 

OJr, beloved, we are the objects of the changeless 
love, of God ! a.n�l so careful is He of our spiritual 
welfare, that He Cf\,nnot allow sin upon us unjudge�, I� 
th�re in any of our hearts a feeling of estrangement from 
Him ? Then let us be assured it is ·wholly on our pa.rt, 

12H 
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and all He waits for, is n.n acknowledgment of our sin 
a.nd backsliding, that He may freely and richly bless us,
causing us to experience anew His forgiving and healing
grace. This was Israel's portion again and again, and
yet, alas! how frequently they forgot, the loving kindness
of their God, became sinfully indifferent to His forbear
ance and grace, calling forth His hot displeasure on
account of their rebellious ways.

The fourth captivity was that in which they were held 
by Midian seven years, at the end of which they were 
reduced t-o the sorest straits, having '' neither sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass." With their substance gone, driven to the 
mountains and caves of the earth for refuge, they turned 
to Him who had never failed them, and who, notwith
standing their guilty and impious behaviour, was as 
ready as ever to bless them. His eye beheld their misery, 
His ear listened to their bitter cry, and in the tenderness 
of His gracious heart, He began immediately to act for 
their welfare. But here a new feature presents itself:
This time, ere a deliverer appears, a prophet comes upon 
the scene, his ministry being preparatory to their release. 
Jehovah purposed to deepen in their hearts a sense of 
their sin in departing from Him, and, therefore, the 
prophet recounts in thoir hearing the great deliverances 
of the past, pointing out that their pitiable and sorrowful 
state must be attributed to their own folly and dis
obedience. Our gracious God takes no pleasure in bring
ing His people into trial and difficulty, although, in His 
infinite grace and wisdom, He chastens us with His 
Fatherly hand that we may become partakers of His 
holiness. 

Israel being thus in some measure prepared for deliver
ance, the Angel of the Lord came and sat under an oak 
in Ophrah, belonging to Joash (whom Jehovah hastens). 
'11his man had a son named Gideon ( Cutter down, or 
Brave soldier), and at the time he was engaged threshing 
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a little wheat by the wine-press, to hide it from the 
l\fidianites. While thus em ployed, he heard a voice, one 
of exceeding sweetness and dignity, saying-

" The Lor� is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.'' 

To him, placed as he was, and fully aware of the desolate 
n,nd i1npoverished state 0£ Israel, the saying was strange 
and unintelligible. However, in his reply he shows he 
had profited by the prophet's instruction, for he re
cognized that Israel could not have been in the plight 
they were had not God delivered them into the hand of 
their enemies. Thereupon came the command, " Go in 
this thy might, a,nd thou shalt save Israel from the hand 
of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?" 

And now come out the chief features in Gideon, namely, 
a deep realization of his own insignificance, and an entire 
absence of pride and high-mindedness. Does he plead 
hi� own nothingness, obscurity, and poverty? Then in 
these lie the secret of his fitness for the work he had been 
called to. In some respects Gideon resembles Moses, in 
whom the following principles are exemplified:-

1st. The forwardness of the flesh ( eager, impetuous. 
haste to deliver the people before God's time 
came, associated with a manner altogether 
foreign to the thoughts of the Lord). 

2nd. The reluctance of the :flesh (an unwarranted delay 
occasioned by fear when God's time had come). 

In the latter respect Gideon is somewhat like 1Yioses, but 
after two miracles had been iJorformed for the strengthen
ing of his faith, he seems to be bolder and more deter
mined. We need to guard against the two things noted 
above, the former of them is a snare into which many fall 
to their own hurt, and tho sorrow of fellow saints ; the 
latter is more rare, but it is a subtle thing, producing in 
brethren a state of apat-]1y, whilst others are losers, who 
should be helped by their loving and cheerful service. 
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As we have pointed out, miracles -were performed to 
encourage Gideon, but it is important to observ.e that any 
special privilege involves a corresponding responsibility. 
'l'hat san1e night Godt1.1equired of hi1n an a.ct of obedience 
which was well calculated to prove his faith ancl steadfast
ness. Gideon's own father had lapsed into idolatry, and 
Baal's ·n.ltars be�ide his d�elling proclaiu1ed the· sad fact. 
God therefore ordered Gideon to destroy these, and t� · 
erect unto His Name an altar, sacrificing upon it. Thus 
we see a destru,ctive and constritclive ministry joined to
ge'ther. We must ever seek to deistroy (with weapons 
that·are not carnal) that which is contrary· to God, and 
then- construct· a,fter the heavenly pattern, in the light of 
Diyine revelation: It is interesting, too, to notice that 
the bullock to be offer�d in sacrifice by Gideon was seven 
years old, exactly the sa1:11e age as the length of the 
c�ptivity. Herein is a type (or illustration). of n. truth 
alike wonderful and precious. Christ was foreordained 
as the Lamb of God before the foundation of the world. 

" Soon as the reign of sin began, 
The light of mercy dawnecl on nrnn, 
WJ1en God announced the blessed news, 
'Th�· womn.n 1s seed thy I1ead.slrnl'i bruise.' 

. ' 

.L}.gain, ere Gideon is sent into a more trying and pul?lic 
Rphere, he tnus.t show his loyalty and obedience to 
,Jehovah in the cir•cle of his o·wn family·; he must be a 
" cutter-down " 'for God there. vV o may regret that his 
faith was not strong enough to enable l1im t.o demolish 
his father's altars in the broad daylight, and some may bo 
ready to excla,im, "What timidity, afraid to obey Goel 
openly!" Let such reflect,· howe,er, thn.t it is always 
better for a rrian to keep within the bounds of his faith 
than to go beyond it; the lntter is mere bravado ! Better 
far £or Gide'on to do it at night than not do it at all; be
side�, the day a,fter; whcm tho men of the cit.y beheld the 
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de'molished altars, it was soon ascertained that Gideon 
was t.he cause, and they clamoured for his life. Here 
indeed was a trying moment1 -but jusb when everything 
]ooked blackest light appeared. God honoured the act of 
Gideo·n by converting his father :from hjs idols, and caus
ing him to speak tot.he glory of His ·great Name. Thus 
were the men of the city astounded and silenced, whil.e 
Gid�on's triumph was secured. 

In.this the young believer n1ay be · encouraged to obey 
God implicitly and fully in the sphere where He has 
placed him, and although the reward of his faith may· be 
longer in its manifestation than in this instance, still he 
shall re0:p if he faint not. 

Having obeyed Jehovah in the home circle, and having 
had· the j'oy · of seeing his father relinquish idolatry, 
Gideon's heart must have beat with lively gratitude to 
the Lord. 

With his personal enemies frustrated,. his faith re
warded, and his confidence in God intensified,· he is now 
fitted for a different and more extensive sphere ·of service. 

Nor has he lmjg to wa,it, for· he had· scarcely passed 
through the one experience, when he is confronted -by ·a 
fresh difficulty. The · Midianites, the Amalekites, · and 
the Children of the East, were seen to be concentrating 
their forces and preparing for battle. 

With resources abundant, and a numberless ri.rmed 
host-, they presented· a-singnlar contrast to the feeble and 
oppressed Israelites. 

Regarding the situation from a human stand-point 
merely, an observer would liavc assigned to the ·1atter a 
defeat, a,s effectual as it would be disastrous, but happily 
for them, God was on their side, and was even then pre
paring· a 'deliverance for them which should be alike 
miraculous and sudden. 
· Indeed it. is beautiful to notice the first words in verses
33 and 34 of Judges 6.
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"THEN (after Gideon had been proved) all the .Amale
kites, etc., etc., were gathered together." 

"Burr the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon." 
What if the enemies of Israel do assume a threatening 
attitude ? Why, there :is an indescribable force in tbat 
little word "But" ! God Almighty is behind it ! and 
why need Israel fear? 

It is important to observe the character of the energy 
of God as displayed through Gideon on this occasion. 

"The Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon." 
Ah! here is the secret of his irresistible power. 
In fresh circumstances, and with more formidable 

difficulties to encounter, the special aid of the Holy Spirit 
ivas given to hini equal to his need. 

Now he has only to blow the trumpet, and his brethren 
gather to his standard ;-only to send a message to the 
various tribes, and they come out to meet him. 

How is this? Is it not strange that an obscure person 
like Gideon should possess such a commanding, attractive 
influence? 

But the solution lay in this, he had received a God
given power, and it was manifestly perceptible. 

Brethren, is not this where we are lacking? Do we 
not hinder the operations of the Spirit of God through 
us? Indwelt by Him, ,,,rn possess Him,· but do we not 
impede the free manifestations of liis power ? 

How often we hear the phrase, "I was led by the 
Spirit," when to the spiritual there was not the slightest 
indication of it! 

How is it that our words of praise, prayer, and ministry 
so frequently lack the perceptible unction of the Holy 
Spirit, and fail to edify the children of God ? 

Is it not because instead of being "filled with the 
Spirit" we are simply "clouds without water?" 

We can only give as we get from God continually, and 
if our words are really accompanied by the Spirit's power, 
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it will be wholly superfluous to state the fact. The 
effects will be perceptible a.nd permanent. 

We pass over the miracles in connection with the fleece, 
by which Gideon was again assured that the presence 
and power of Jehovah would be with him, and pass on to 
Judges 7. 

The great thought of this chapter is the ·jealousy of 
the Lord, for the glory of His great nan1e. 

His purposes may be purposes of richest blessing to 
His people, but His highest thought is ever for His own 
glory. 

Gideon's men all told numbered thirty-two thousand. 
But what was their strength in comparison to the in
numerable hosts of their foes? Nothing! Left to them
selves they must succumb and perish, but with Jehovah 
on their side victory lies before them . 

.And yet He does not act, something hinders, and 
appearing to Gideon He said, "The people are too many 
for Me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel 
vaunt themselves against Me, saying, mine own hand 
hath saved me." 

Self-satisfaction, and self-glorification hinder God from 
using us in His service. 

Too often, alas t when He has condescended t,o use us 
in a little degree we have been "puffed up," and in re
counting our exploits our rehearsals have been sadly 
marred by the frequent use of the personal pronoun, '' I." 

Take for instance, the case of a conversion. How often 
the individual who has been used to the deliverance of 
the soul is heard to say, "I'' was the means of bis 
(or her) conversion. He has put a lighted match to 
material existing, and arrogates to himself (perhaps 
unintentionally) the whole credit of the conversion. 
Who shall say that the departed mother's prayers and 
entreaties, the faithful admonitions of the Sunday-school 
teacher, or some other of the various agencies at w01·k 
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for the salvation -of men, did not so.w the· seed which ·was 
afterwards reaped? 

And is it comely for the reaper t·o forget these things ? 
Why are we not content to praise God for the conversion; 
and leave the question· as to the persons and means· to 'the 
Judgment Seat of Christ? Thus should we be preserved 
from the spirit of pride and self-satisfaction w bich en
snares us on all hands. 

A much-esteemed, and venerable Christian (R. C. C.) 
said, "Whatever, :and whenever you experience dis
satisfaction and disappointment in the service of the 
Lord, the root of these· is self-seeking," and surely we do 
well to lay this·observation to heart.· 

May we seek purity of motive, and. ever-increasing 
devotion of heart to our absent and rejected Lord, and 
then we shall be "v_essels meet for the 1\iaster's use.:' 

The people were " too many " for God to use. 
Not that in any case ·they could have defea.ted tho 

enemy in• their own strength, bitt He who· knows the 
heart, knew-, that if He gave the:ni the victory, "-,.bile the 
army numbered thirty-two thousand, His glory would be 
lost sight of 'in the boastful, self-reliant spirit of the 
people. 

We may he " too many" but we cannot be "too few " 
for . God to · use ; if in our weakness we rely on His 
strength and seek the exaltation of His name. 

An_d now God was about to test the people ; to blow 
upon the ch�ff and separate it froni the wheat. 

Firstly, however,, the timjd were instructed · to l'etul'n 
to their homes, · and twenty7two thousand ,took upon 
themselves the brand of cowardice and fled. Only tea 
thousand now remained, and unless Gideon had learnt to 
depend on the God of Jacob what utter dismay must 
have filled his heart as be beheld their departure ! But 
ten thousand were still too many, and a test is proposed 
to Gideon which would effectually _separa,te the true and 
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the humble, from the false and the -proud.· The test was a 
simple one, but, as the commbn proverb p�ts it,·,, A straw 
shows which way the stream flows." 

The people, unconscious of tlrn test God had given to 
Gideon, wer·e taken to the water, and were probably in 
sad need of drink. The method by which they satisfied 
their thirst sufficed to show the spirit they were of. 

Those who knelt down to drink sho\ved a listless in
difference to the· great objec·t before them, while those 
who took the water as a dog laps it indicated a zeal and 
anxiety which regarded not creature-comfort,, nor personal 
case. Nine thousand seven hundred who had probably 
stayed because of their. reputation, and for the sake of 
appearances, ·were now compelled to depart, and three 
hundred only were left. 

READ JUDGES 7. and 8.

Our God is almighty, and what the l1uman heart 
conceives to be an utter impossibility He can speedily 
effect-. In no instance is this more a-pparent than in the 
trininph of Gideon's· three hundred over the hosts of the 
1'1:idianites. 

But He is a.lso tender and graciously considerate to
ward Jiis servants. He knows our frailty, and · con
descends to make provision for it. 

r_I.1his is beautifully brought out in }lis dealings with 
Gideon, when He instructed him to go to _the enemies' 
camp. "But if thou fear to go down, go thou with 
Phurah thy servant down to the host." 

Companionship (if of God) in service and in dt,ngcr 
begets c·onfidence and hope, enabliug us to laboui· ,vith 
greater cheerfulness and with brighter aspiration. 

'£his principle is a divine· one, and is confirmed by 
numerous scriptures. 
· · P1�ior to 'this, Gideon had received several extraordinary
proofs of J chovah's purpose to aid. him iu the des true-
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tion of Israel's enemies, but on this occasion the confirma
tion of these promises was to be given from the foes 
themselves. 

In the darkness of night, accompanied by his servant, 
he stole down to their camp, and overheard the nan·ation 
and explanation of a dream, which would alike produce 
humility in himself and increased and implicit confidence 
in ·God. 

He was compared to a "barley cake" falling into the 
midst of the :M.idianites, producing an utter panic, and 
ending with a glorious victory. 

Certainly it was not a very flattering iUnstration to be 
liken�d to a common barley cake, but this was the final 
test of his willingness to be anything or as nothing in 
the hand of Jehovah. Truly he. bad learned well the 
lesson ; for, despite this emblem of his personal nothing
ness, he worshipped God, and, with exultation unexampled 
in his previous career, be returned to his three hundred 
of Israel saying:-" Arise! for the Lord hath delivered 
into your hand the host of :Midian." 

Oh, dear brethren, for grace to be thus schooled by 
God ! .All power is here; all victory! Gideon's God is 
our God, and, if our hearts are right in I-:Iis sight, who 
shall measure our power or describe our triumphs ? 

Our ra�e heavenward is impeded by obstacles of our 
own making, and our warfare in tho service of the King 
is marred by our fleshly pride and self-importance. 

Of recrimination one toward the other there may be 
abundance, but it avails nothing; what we each need is 
personal humility and self-abasement. 

And now the final movement toward victory is taken. 
Of carn�l weapons these soldiers used none at this point, 
for in one hand they carried a trumpet, and in the other 
a pitcher unbroken, in which a light had been placed. 

They went towards the enemies of God and of them
selves in the darkness of night, and at the g1ven moment 
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they blew the trumpets and brake the pitchers, and out 
of the broken pitchers the radiancy. of their lights 
illuminated the scene. 

But mark their war cry-
" The sword of the Lord, and nf Gideon." 
Is it not beautiful, and so descriptive of Lhe· ways of 

God? 
Jehovah will take care that the man who has gone 

down into the depths of self-abasement shall be dignified 
and honoured. It is ever thus, and from it we may learn 
to do the will of God, and leave our reputation in His 
care. 

But what was the effect of this upon their enemies? 
Why, panic-striken, they ran, and cried, and fled! So 
that the beginning of this mighty triumph rested 
entirely with Gideon and his small army. 

When t.he enemy was seen to be flying in all directions, 
others of Israel joined in the pursuit, and Gideon sent 
special messages through all Mount Ephraim, inviting 
the aid and co-operation of other of his Jewish brethren. 
This is interesting, shewing as it does that be cared not 
for the monopoly of the position and victory, but would 
gladly share it with them. 

The same spirit of self-abnegation is evinced by 
Barnabas in Acts 11. He was "a good man a11d full of 
the Holy Spirit," and had been a channel of much 
spi1·itual blessing at Antioch. But we find him seeking 
out Saul of Tarsus, and constraining him to aid him in 
his great and noble work. 

We fear this spirit of love and brotherly confidence is 
sadly wanting in our time. Some dear brethren, as 
really called by God as Gideon or Barnabas to a special 
work, appear to imagine that they have a monopoly in a 
given locality or labour, and never invite others to their 
sphere of service, while, -jf some appon,r in the neighbour
hood wh_o are also servants of God, they arc regarded 
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with· a jcaloi.1s suspicion, and treated with cold. and 
distant formality. Of the results of this we have not 
space to speak, save to remark that it is· invariably 
fraught with barrenness and weakness. 

Gideon's cho'ice of helpers, however, w-as not all that 
could be desired ; not that they w�i·e unsuccessful, . but 
because their success inflated them with pride, and caused 
them to endeavour to stir up· a quarrel on that ·basis. 

They killed two princes of the Midianites, Oreb (vVolf) 
and Zeeb (Raven), their names signifying a beast of prey 
and an unclean bird. This was a great conquest and, 
instead of the spirit of thankfulness to God, that of sel£
ih1pbrtance predominated .. 

No signal triumph in the service of God entitles one to 
arrogate to himself a •dignit,y and an authority in regard 
to others, for underlying such conduct is a proud and 
stubborn· heart. 

These men· of Ephraim were angry because they had 
-µot been consulted from the beginning-brought •into 
prominence at the ·outset of the conflict, and the sacred 
narrative says:-': 'I1hey did chide with him (Gideon) 
sharply." · 

And what made the matter .worse wa�, that through 
mortified· pride, they were trying to fo1;ce a quarrel with 
Gideon 'while the enemies were still flying and unde
stroyed'. 
· Ah, bretln·en, does this not convey a solemn and heart
searching lesson? We need to "contend for the Faith"·;
but, wherever wrath exists, it indicates somethiug wrong.
�'-The ,vrath of man worketh not the righteousness of
Goc1/' We fear that much of what is called contention
for the truth is in reality an insidious struggle for one's
.own w_ay. It need not be, it ought not to be ; but unless
we a11e watchful and prayerful it will degenerate· into
that.
· · Souls are perishing on every hand, saints are c�ying out
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for food· and guidance, and 1nn,ny so-called leaders 1n our 
rneet,ings are found squabbling, month after 111-onth, 
about who shall be the greatest. This is putting it. 
plainly, snatching fro1n it the apparently pious garb ,of· 
earnestness for the right t,hing-, but, such is our solemn 
conviction of the petty annoyances that are ma.de the 
occasions of t,hus inflicting on the saints sorrow.and loss, 
that we n1ust speak out. 

Truth n1ust not be sacrificed, not a jot .or tittle of it; 
but let us beware lest we n1istake our crotchets for truth, 
and shelter a spi1 iit of se1£-importance under an appear
n.nce of jealousy £or principle. But lrnw wise were the 
tactics of Gideon ! 

He gladly compares himself unfavourably -with his 
brethren,-takes the low place,-:is content to be nobody, 
and turns. away their anger by a soft answer . 
. Would to God v-:e could learn in the depths of our 

souls to act in similar circumstn.nees as he acted! 
Reading lately, we came across the following, which 

depicts well what we are seeking to conyey :-
Two very small children, a boy and girl, were playing· 

tog.ether in the nursery,· when Romething or other 
occurred which annoyed the boy, �ncl, bending l1is little 
fisi, with threatening brow, he sn,icl to his sister:-" 1\1e 
l1it you! " 

She smilingly replied, bent on Jrnv-ing no qnn.r1·el: 
-" Well, me kiss you ! " 

The effect was won.derfnl; the little :fello,v'8 hn.nd 
relaxed, his frown passed awn.y, uncl presently he \Yas 
hugging his sister. 

Only a nursery scene! 'but one the moral of which t.he 
children of God would do well to len1·n. 

Having abated the n.nger of t.he mei1 of Epln,airn, 
Gideon, with his little band,-" faint, yet pnrsuing,"
were confronted by a new difficulty. The men of Succoth 
(Gentiles) were requested to give Gideon's men some 
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bread, instead of which they heaped insult upon Gideon, 
and spoke rudely to him. Oh, the pat,ience and grace 
the man needed! Shall he avenge himself on these now, 
or do the special work God has assigned him ? He takes 
the latter course, n.nd, having accomplished that, ho was 
free to punish the men of S uccoth and others for their 
cruelty and wrong-doing. 

He was not to be turned aside from the pursuit of his 
mission, either by brethren within or the ungodly with
out. They may irritate and aggravate as they please, it 
is his to obey God, as became the man who had learned 
to worship at being compared to a barley cake. 

After all the enemies were overcome and peace re
stored, his brethren came and requested him to be their 

· king.
Here was a new form of temptation. Prior to this it 

was his dignity and position that were assailed, but now 
it is the very opposite, and yet this noble man resists it, 
and teaches them to own fealty to none but Jehovah. 

So far the scenes in Gideon's life are sublime, and we 
have often wished it had ended here. 

But God, the faithful and true, omits nothing, and we 
find, after all his triumphs, Gideon fails. He made an 
ephod and put it in his city, and Israel went a whoring 
after it. It was only a small thing, but it was the 
beginning of an evil day. The evil did not come during 
Gideon's lifetime, for his personal influence checked tho 
growth of it; but he was (so to speak) scarcely cold in 
death, before the little spark he had kindled became a 
mighty flame. The people lapsed into gross idolatry. 
The ephod had to give place to "Baal-berith," and they 
remembered not the Lord their God, who had delivered 
them. Oh, how careful chief men among the brethren 
should be, in what they introduce and allow! Their 
personal influence may temporarily hinder the develop
ment into evil of this or that, but to them belongs the 
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grave responsibility of putting in the thin end of the 
wedge. 

Gideon's bright and useful life was clouded by a great 
evil, self-invented, and this when he was no more, be
came a snare and ever-increasing evil to others. Surely 
we do well to tremble as we sing:-

" 0 Lamb of God, still keep me 
Near to Thy wounded side; 

:Tis only there in safety 
And peace I can abide. 

"\Vhat foes and snares surround me, 
vVhat lusts and fears within; 

The grace that sought and found me 
Alone can keep me clean." 





XVII. 

W01'1AN'S �1:INISTRY:, 
IS IT 01P A· PUBLIC CHA.RAC'l'ER? 

WHA'l' SAITH 'l'HE SCRIPTURE ?

THERE are thousands of ways in which women can, in 
strict conformity with the revealed will of God, serve and 
glorify Him upon the earth, and we trust no reasonable 
or intelligent Christian would presume to underrate the 
true ministry of godly women. 

Nor is their service inferior to the man's, and our 
desire in referring to the subject is not in any wise to 
depreciate it, but simply to enquire as to the manner and 
sphere in which it should be _conducted. To say· the 
least, it is extremely dangerous to appeal to 

EXPEDIENCY, 
or to suppose that because God, in His boundless love and 
sovereignty, is pleased to bless the labour of those who 
assume prominent service, that He thereby approves tho 
course they take. Let us not forget t,hat the very thing 
which brought blessing to the thii-sty people of old, was 
the very act for which �iose8 was disciplined of God, and 
pr·ohipited from entering the lancl of promise and bless
ing. Is there no lesson for us in this, and how.is it• that 
ijaints invariably appeal· to tho blessing rccci ved, as a, 
proof of God's app1·obation of the disobedient act·of any 
of His servants? 

Quite recently, huge p1acal'd::; were ·posted on every 
available space in a certain tow1i, announcing that J.\'.frs. 
--, "a ·God-gifted Evangelist': (?) would conduct 
Gospql meetii:;igs, and, attached to -this was the ·extra .. .. . 

. 1-i-5 K 
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ordinary statement, that "this was proved by the 
abundant success attending her efforts wherever she 
went.'' Certainly this kind of thing appears plausible 
enough, but will it stand investigation? Does it bear 
the scrutiny of God's vVord? That is the test. Let us 
ever be willing to accept and abide by the plain teaching 
of Holy Scripture. 

We do not accept the theory that because God 1s 
pleased to sav� souls through the public proclamation of 
the Gospel by woJUen, that the path they are in is o� 
necessity a scriptural one. 

JONAH, AS AN !LL US'l'RA'l'ION. 

In confirmation of this, we would remind our re�ders of 
a very stri}ring truth pres$nted. to us in the 01� Testa
ment_ in the prophet Jonah. :S:e was plainly told by 
.) ehovah to go to Nineveh, but in self-will and dit30bedi_
ence� he proceeds to Tarsus. Most of us are familiar 
with the story, but let us specially observe that when the 
storm came on, the frightened mariners cried every ma.n 
unto his god. They were all i<lolators !

Presently, however, Jonah is awakeiied from his sleep, 
and he discourses to t,hem concerning the God of 
Creation. This is news to them indeed! and through 
the blessing of God, "the men feared the Lo1w exceed
ingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made 
vows:" (Jonah 1. 16.) 

'I1hus we see God overruled even His servant's dis
obedience, and caused him-despite the fact that he 
ought never to have been in such circumstances-to be a 
channel of blessing and mercy to a crew of idolators. 
But while it is comely that thanksgiving should ascend 
to God for blessing vouchsafed, who will say that God 
approved of the situation in which Jonah was found? 
The incident merely establishes what is a Divine prin. 
ciple throughout the entire Word, namely, that God, in His
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sovereign authority, ?nay condescencl to bless His own }Vord, 
notwithstanding the fact that the servant 11u11y be in a wrony 
position. It is ours to obey Him simply, for " to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams." (1 Sam. 15. 22.) 

·we would now ask your attention to various scrip
tures, which may help us to arrive at a right conception 
of t�e mind of God in regard to this question. 

Is THB MINISTRY OF Wo�rnN o�, A PunLIC CHARACTER? 

Read carefully Genesis 3. 16, and compare with 1 
Timothy 2. 14. "He shall rule over thee" was a part of 
the sentence God pronounced upon the woman because of 
her share in the fall. Previous to the entrance of sin, no 
such subjection to the man existed. Adam and Eve 
reigned together in blessed equality. The effects of the 
sin and curse still linger, and will continue to do so while 
the present order of things goes on. 

All the ungodly agitations of these last days as to 
WOMEN'S RIGH'l'S, 

so far as they relate to bringing the woman into the same 
position as that assigned by God to the man, are virtually 
a reflection upon what God determined should be the 
woman's position in consequence of her hearkening to 
Satan. 

Moreover, God has a n1ost wonderful truth to shew 
forth by this arrangement, even the subjection of the 
redeemed Church to the Last Adam-the Lord from 
I-leaven. This really is the root of the whole matter, and, 
,vhen rightly understood, helps us materially in all the 
other branches of the subject. 

Coming now to the New 'rcstament, let us briefly con
sider various Scriptures which are relevant to this 
enquiry. 

WOMEN AND CHRIS'!'. 

While it is perfectly clear, that among the followers of 
the blessed Lord, none were more faithful and devoted 
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i,han the loving womeµ· who are so frequently referrecl to, 
yet it must be granted that· there is no single record of 
any woman being sent· by Him to undertake· public work 
of any kind, This is a remarkable fact, and speaks 
volumes to those who are willing to learn. · As it has fre
quently been pointed· out; there were no women sent .out 
among the seventy, nor .were -any chbsen to Apostleship. 
We read of none who had the power to heal, or to work 
miracles ; and even the ·silence of Scripture is remarkable 
and noteworthy. 

The best r:easons that have ever. been adduced in sup
port 0£ female preaching have been bas'ed on inference, 
and supported by unreliable and unconvincing argu
ments. 

THE WmrAN A'l' '.!'HE WBLL. 

The Woman of Samaria (Joh� 4.) is cited as a case in 
point, but wh_at does . it prove? She is represented as 
going to the city, and inviting the men to Christ. It was 
merely the spontaneous outcome of her new-found zeal 
and love. She was not bidden by the Lord to be a public 
proclaimer of His mercy, nor is there any reason to sup
pose that it was anything· more than a private- �nd 
conversational testimoµy to His J\1essiahship. Besides., 
verse 42 proyes that it was merely a "saying," an isolated 
utterance .concerning His revelatioµ. of he;r past. And 
yet, how blessed and far-reaching were its results! It 
led many others to Christ. 

MAHY. 

Again, the testimony of Mary as to the resu1Tcciion of 
Jesus is au oft-repeated arg.umcnt by those who· favour 
female· preaching, �nd perhaps the very nature of tho 
things appealed to in �upport of the practicp, affords the 
most eloquent and striking reasons against it. 

:.M:ary, mistaking. the risen Christ for the gardener, di�
covers her mistake, and ·does Him homage, ana it pleased 
the �<?rd to _send her on Ji. private errand to a few 0£ His 
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loved - ones, to:comfort their hearts, and strengthen their 
faith. It.was purely a-private message to the disciples, 
and we have no scripti1re to prove that she ever preached 
the- Gospel publicly all her days. On the contrary, a 
careful perusal of the first part of the 15th chapter of 1 
Corinthians is .. n. convincing proof on the opposite side. 

One grand and great feature in tho proclamation of the 
Gospel o-f the glory and grace-of God is the Resurrection 
of Christ. This chapter is verily alive with resurrection 
truth, and particularizes God's· witnesses as to· its ac-
curn.cy. Why does the apostle say, " and that He was 
Reen of Cephas," -etc., etc; -and omit all reference -to 
Mary? Historic�Ily, she had seen Him first, why not 
produce her as a veritn.ble witness P It is testimony -to 
the world of · � fact, and therefore the woman is not 
re'ferred to. Thus we see the .weakness of this argument, 
and it proves, for the supporters of female preaching, 
absolutely nothing. 

W mrn W m,rnN" CoirMrssIONED ? 
Turn now to Matt. 28. 16, 20. No women are present, 

and this is significant at the outset. The commission 
here· simply embraces 111eri, and' concerns public ministry. 
It involves a three-fold and inseparable testimony. 

1. Ev ANG ELIS'l'lC PnEAcnnw.

2: BAPT!SM OF CONV8RT8.

3. JN8'rRUCTTON OF BELTEVKRS.

N� man gifted by Christ, will bo held blameless at the 
,T udgment Seat, if he has neglected to attend to this 
di vine and age-lasti:ng commission. He may not baptize 
himself, but ho could, and if, through any �'oason, he does 
not, still it is his responsibility to see th�t it is done. 
But £ow, if any, would dream of saying thn.t any woman 
could, or should do it; n,nd yet, i E the first phase of this 
commission cn.n be attended to by them, what authority 
has n,ny one to limit that to t.l1em alone? We lrn,vo never 
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heard of any woman baptizing her converts, and yet if it 
be legitimate for her publicly to evangelize, :we can 
conceive no reason why she should not. An Evangelist 
s4ould do the work 9f one, and_ this necessitates the 
declaration of all the Word of God.-2 Tim. 4. 

We come across many persons who say, " Women may 
preach, but may not teach;" but we must honestly con
fess that we do not know whence comes their authority 
for making the distinction. Nor, speaking practically, is 
the thing rational or possible. Preaching women 
r:iecessarily become .teaching women, as all will _testify 
who have ta�o11 the trouble .to observe. 

DAUGHTERS PROPHESYING. 

We will now consider for a little, some verses found in 
Acts 2. 16-21; and we must not stop at verse 18, as 
many do, but take in the whole quotation and context. 
In the first place, Joel's predictions concern Israel, and, in 
their complete fulfilment, refer to a "time immediaiely 
preceding the. day of the Lord. Had Israel, nationally 
speaking, bowed to Peter's preaching, it would have been 
fulfilled then ; as it was, it was partial and temporary in 
its character. When vet·ses 19 and 20 come to pass, 
these things will abound. 

Again, there are visions and drearns brought in; and 
why apply the prophesying to our time, in the entire 
absence of these 'things? Besides, prophesying is not 
preaching the Gospel, but the revelation of distinct com
munication from God. It did exist in measure at the 
beginning of the Dispensation, but whether demonstrated 
through male or female, it has ceased. Prophets were in 
the foundation time of the building as were Apostles 
(Eph. 2. 20). But neither exist to-day. 

PHIT,IP's DAUGHTERS. 

The distinction between preaching the Gospel and 
prophesying is clearly made in .Act.s 21. 8, 9. Philip is 
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called an Evangelist, but his daughters are not so termed, 
and this is a re�narkably striking fact. The occasion also 
of any reference to these fonr virgins is of a very 
instructive nature. Paul, and his company, had gone tq

be guests at the house, and while there, the Holy Spirit 
spoke to hiin through the channel of prophecy. But He 
did not speak to hi1u through either 9f these prophetesses, 
albeit he was under the roof where they abode. Aga.bus, 
a ?nan, is seµt fron1 Judea, to communicate the mind of 
the Spirit, and this would seem to shew that prophetesses 
(even when they existed) were not witnesses to men. 

W O!\IEN p RA YING.

The 11th cha.per of 1 Corinthians also takes up the 
question of women praying and prophesying, but there it 
is rather the manner in which it is done. 

Still, it is evident that it does not refer to pu bli� 
assem.blies, for verse 17 begins with their mistakes when 
in assembly; and therefore the previous part of the chap
ter embraces the private and ordinary course. 

Most Christians, however ardent in their support of

won1en's preaching, have hardly dared to admit their 
right to teach : and in the light of the unmistakably 
plain teaching of 1 Cor. 14., and l Tim. 2. it is n, 
mystery l10w any one can contend in its favour. 

vVrrAT WoirnN CAN Do. 
On the other hand, none could object to any, who, like 

Aquila and Priscilla, took one imperfectly instructed int� 
their own house, and privately assisted him. We are 
simply :!llaintaining that it must not be done in a public 
capacity. How clear also is the 2nd of Titus as to an 
aspect of teaching which the elder women may attend to. 
But observe, it is there specially of a domestic kind, and 
in a domestic sphere. And yet how important a service 
this is, and if attended to, would be fraught with great 
blessing. Why, it would produce indirectly a most 
wholesome and beneficial result in all God's assen1blies. 
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Ere we conclude, there is one other scripture we desire 
·to b1,ing before yon.• It is 1 Tim. 5. 9;· 10. In this chap
ter,:the Apostle is tea,ching believers- their obligation to
cai•e for those who have no 1neans of -their own, and no
reiatives to care for them.· The widows-had to be sixty
years,- Rlld their lives of a comn1endable character.- Paul
gives a review of a w01nan's life up to the age of three
score years, and enumerates vnirious things which should
characterise one worthy of t.he care-of saints. Now, is it
not a forcible fact, that, in this retrospection of her
career, he clistinctly c01�fines these characteristics to the
private an� dom,estic circle ?

Surely, if women had preached in his time, there would
have been ·some recognition of the fact; and, such would
have been specially referred to as fit persons for the saint.s
to look ·after.
· Perhaps some will say-'' That is only inference." vVe
·reply, "quite true," reasonable and lawful inference in
strict con-fm.'J];lity with · the anR,logy of "the Faith once
·delivered to the Saints."-Jude 3.

So that inference from the silence of, and abo,e all,
the-di:r'ect teaching,-unite :in one harmonious voice, and
declare that, however blessed and variccl the seryice of
sisters may be, -to 'then1 it is not given to occupy the
prominent position of public procln,imers' of tho Gospel.

Mcanw hile Jet us nlJ-brcthron n,ncl sistorn-romern be1·
·tlie

CoNcr,unrno MESSAGE 

of our absent Lord, " Surely I come quickly," ::i,nd each 
seek, in the God-di;rectcd sphere, to wait for tho return 
of the Last Ad.arn to call away His Bride-t.he true E,-re 
-to the "Pm·a.diiw o-f God." Tilt t,h011, may the lnn
gnage of our ]1cn.rts truly bo-

" Content to :fill n. little r-:pnce, 
If 'fhou be glorifiecl ! " 
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SATANIC DELUSION. 
. . . 

A. WoRD OF YVAR}HNG 'f0 YOUNG OHRISTTANS,

SURELY the. spirit of Anti-christian deception js becoming 
alarmingly rife, ancl one remarkable feature in its 
development is indicated by the ungodly manner in which 
some are speaking of the Devil. We must not forget 
that. the gravity .of this 1ID1.tter cannot be over-�stimated; 
nor should we be ignorant of his devjces. Satan is no 
mere tool to be ·handled at our ple�snre, and yet it seems 
as if some Christians have no knowledge whatever of 11i$ 
terribl� subtlety and might; fa,_� even in reli�·ious publica
tions, recently out, some expressions occur with respect to 
the Devil which are simply shockip.g to the one who seeks 
to reverence the vVord of God. ';rhey either betray gross 
ignorance or eh,c a lawlessnes8 of n, fearful nature. When 
they speak of "tormenting the Devil," "making n, fool of 
the Devil," and "if ever the Devil got a shot they gave it 
to him," etc., 1·s it not dreaflful? n.ncl whn.t makes tho_ sub
ject more particuln.rly p:tinful is the fa.ct tl1at younge1,· 
ones, in sending their "testimonies " for publication, are 
:imitating older ones in this respect, until one would think 
that, according to them, Sfl.tan is some animal to be kicked 
out of the way by creature eff9rt. Alas! thn.t Christin.nR 
cn.n tolerate or countenance such iniquity. 'I'he Word of 
God i8 sufficiently plain on this mn.ttor, and we need not 
be drawn into this awful Rnare. 

Let us not forget that Satan is Reconcl only in power to 
God, and that he i8 "the Pl'incc of the power of the air." 

16;! 
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He it is who could take Jesus (when in grace He 
assumed the form of a servant) from the wilderness, and 
shew Him the kingdoms of this world in a rnoment of time 
(Luke 4. 5), and he even now is the accuser of the 
brethren in the presence of God, and although he will, 
with all his Satanic host, be thrul;t out eventually, this will 
be accomplished by the mighty Archangel and the host of 
the Living God ·(ll,ev.12.). True the time is coming, and 
we may gloriously anticipate it, when the Lord will_ bruise 
Satan under our feet (Rom. 16. 20). He will yet be the 
sealed one in the Bottomless Pit, and eternally in the Lake 
of' Fire he shall be tormented (Rev. 20.), but all this will 
be accomplished by the Almighty God, and meanwhile 
our example toward him is given us i.n Jude 8, 9, 10-

" Yet Michael the Archangel, when contending with the 
Devil, he disputed about the body of l\if oses, durst not 
bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord 
rebuke thee." 

" But these speak evil -of those things which they 1.110w 
not." 

It is earnestly to be hoped that young Christians, and, 
indeed, Christians generally, may be exercised before the 
Lord on this subject, so that they will not use or counten
a,nce such lawless expressions, nor anything else that 
savours of such ungodliness. Satan's object is obvious in 
it all. He is thus educating the people £or the reception 
of the Man of Sin ; and whilst we know that his revela
tion in full-blown apostasy cannot be until we are taken 
up to be with the Lord, yet, meanwhile, let us enden.vour 
to be indeed the salt of the earth, and to occupy for the 
}laster in faithfulness until He shouts us to Himself. 



XIX 

POLITICS, 

THE CHIHSTIAN's RELATION THERET0. 1

WE are on the eve of a General Election, and the whole 
country is filled with a feverish excitement in regard to it. 
It therefore seems an appropriate moment to consider tl1e 
Christian's responsibility in this matter. By way of 
clearing the ground, we would say, our observations only 
apply to the Christian, not to the Christianized Worldling, 
nor to the man who has no £ear of God before his eyes. 
Such cannot understand or appreciate our position. 

We may add, that from those Christians who do not 
believe in the su.fficiency of the Word of God to guide in 
such matters, we an�icipate no response or reciprocal 
sentiments. We, however, are among those who do so 
regard the Scriptures, and our authority £or such a belief 
is based on 2 Tim. 3, 16. There we learn that the 
inspired records are given for various purposes; among 
other things, "to thoroughly furnish the man of God 
unto all good works.'' So that if a Ch1·istian were meant 
by God to engage in the world's government, there would 
be di vine instruction to guide him. 

But is there such legislation for this Dispensation ?
We can find none! 

The reason of this we trust to make apparent. Speak
ing generaliy, we hold that despite any system of Govern
ment 

1 Ont1ine of a Lecture at Gateshead, Nov. 1885. 
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"THE HEAVENS DO RULE," 

Dan. 2. 21 ; 4. 24, 26 ; and that our interference or aid is 
therefore superfluous. 

Goel is accomplishing through var.ions agencies the 
purposes of His own will, and the Christian, cognizant of 
this, knows that all is well.

Besides, when the Church of this Dispensation is away 
from the scene of earth-raptured by the power of Christ 
( 1. Thess.-. 4.). . this. world's politics will . reach their 
hjghest moral per£ection (as seen by the natural ma�); 
fo_r·the · Ten J�ingdom�d Confod�rac·y, · acting ii;i perfect 
u�animity (no long·er· indjvidually susp1c10us or
antagonistic), will yield· its_ power to ·the· Antichrist

. (Rev. 17. 9-18) whose o,·erthrb� will be brought about 
by the _retnr1,1 · of Christ with -:Elis_. saints . to the �arth: 
Towards·that gr�at consummation, all things are rapidly
tending. . If Christians· understood· tlie heavenly· and 
special c4aracter of this -D{spen·sation, they iv6uid �ot 
apply_ Old Testa�ent principles therito', and:wotild. rn'ore 
readily perceive their pilgrim cb'.aractei\ 

A new·era, with unique chat·acteristics� began with·tlrn 
·Cross 6£ Christ, and the descent. of the Holy' Spirit. Prio1·
to this; Israel, as a nation on the earth, 0£ course had. it·s
politics ; and Dan'iel, Nehemiah,· Mordecai, and others,
were,. under varying circumstn.nc·es, broriglJt into politic!l,l
prominence to aid the earthly people 9£ .Goel·; but now all
js changed. The Saints of this age are being gathered
out of all nations; their birtb,, their 'testi·1nony, and their
clesliny, are all heavenly; I-Ionce the Apostle ·Peter
designates us "strangers· and pilgrims" (i Peter·· 2.). So
that all our actions aro to be in conformity with this.
We are not of this world, and, the1;efore, in all nuitters of
1·11le and government, we occupy the position of foreigners.

Uonsistently with this relationship, we aro told to 
" honour the king," not beca,use of his personal clrn,ructer 
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(that is s01n·etimes impossible), but by virtue of his office 
in the co�pletion:of the designs of God. .Fu1;thermore
in the capacity of king he is .the servant 0£ Goel. Of course, 
�hose "in authority" in this land, for whom thanksgiving 
is to be rendered, and intercession made (1 Tim. 2.) are 
t.he choice of the majority of the ·electors. It is party 
government as a system, and therefore the greater necessity 
for the Christian to occnpy a neutral ground. 

We 4old that "political bias" in fa,�our of a part.y, 
consistently adhered to, would interfere with the 
Christian's responsibility as described in 1 Tim. 2. 
Party feeling runs very high, and is embittered by 
personal strife and suspicion. It should not signify to 
the Christian which party is in office for the next·Iease of 
Parliamentary life; whichever is in, he is bound to regard 
it as that " ordained of God." (Rom. 13.) 

Above the clamour of politicians, and· d�spite the 
"Ballot .A.ct," God is regulating· all, and ,vhether it be 
a Liberal or Conservative 4-dministration, it will be the 
weapon "ordained of God,". to bring about His own 
purposes. 

Especially in .Foreign matters, ,vhat vast issues arc at 
stake. during the tenure of office: of any rulers of this 
1nighty· empire! And settle it in your hearts, God is 
overruling for His own glory, in the .fulfilment- of the 
prophetic Scriptures. And ;for those in authority, of 
whatever party, you arc called upon t.o pray, and to give 
God thankf�. But, take sides, bo 1Jermeated by a 
'' political bias," and you n'l.ay be fighting against God. 

Besides, how could a Chi·istia11, supposing he were a 
Conservative, and a Liberal Cabinet held· tho reino of 
Government, give God thanks, or pray £or a power ho 
regarded as the very embodiment of m'isohief and lawless
ness? Or, vice-versa? It is. impossible. But let him 
occupy neutral g1·ound, and ho can do so heartily a.nd 
faithfully. We suBpoct a Conservative would hardly give 
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God thanks for a· Liberal GoYernment, and if he prayed at 
all, it would be: "Lord, tm·n them, out!'' 

In N--� were a Christian a Radical, we presume he 
would vote for B--, and tell us he divorced Christianity 
from Politics. In B-- (if in a certain division), for C--, 
a Unitarian, and giYe the same reason ·in justification of 
his vote. A Christian has no warrant to divorce Chris
tianity from anything, and it is an awful reflection to 
think that some who profess to revere the name of God, 
and hallow that of Jesus Christ, would aid to power those 
who_repu.diate God, and deny the divinity of Christ. To 
this · the worldling will exclaim: "What intolerant, 
ignorant bigotry!" But can it be that a lover of Christ 
would applaud the exclamation ? 

If a Christian votes for a man who; in his turn, votes 
money for a bloody and cruel war, let him remember it 
is· he, through· his representative, who plunges the sword 
into the heart of a fellow-man, ushering him into eternity, 
and it may be perdition. 1

" Have ye so leaened Chri'st ? " Is that the Gospel of 
peace and good will ? A Christian is commanded to be 
in subjection·, to pay his taxes, and to _live peaceably, but 
he is not called upon to rule in the world, where. he is a 
stranger. To be connected with this world's politics is to 
lower the tone of spiritual life. Imagine a Christian 
going from the atmosphere of a noisy political meeting to 
the couch of a dying sinner to speak of Jesus! It cannot 
be done; it is incompatible with his mission on earth. 

But it may be urged-" Supposing there- is cruel 
oppression going on : is not the Christian to oppose it ? " 
Let James 5. answer. There you have a1·istocratic 
oppression with a vengeance! And tho worldly•wise one 
would say-"Union is strength. Combine your energies, 

1 That wars will continue, seems certain, and often God 
punishes one nation by another, but is the Christian not res• 
ponsible to remain aloof, and stand in awe? F, A. B, 
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crush your oppressors, agitate, agitate ! Let your wrongs 
be shouted with trumpet blast throaghout the ·land." 
Not so, however,·is the Christian taught. He is urged 
to be patient till his Lord comes, w_ho will avenge and 
rectify all. It may be a hard course, but it is the 
only one worthy of the followers of a crucified, and still 
rejected Christ. Amid the din and discordant clamour of 
this world's reformers, who vainly think to bring about 
the :Millennium by their energies, the Christian can remain 
passive; he knows nothing will be permanently done for 
the benefit of this groaning earth until Christ takes the 
kingdom ; and for that blessed consummation he devoutly 
and 1nost ardently longs! (Rev. 11. 1,5.) 
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