






































to explain away the plain statements of Scripture,
by supposing figures where none exist. I mention,
as an instance, the arbitrary meanings so frequently
attached to Jerusalem and Zion.

Throughout the historical Books of the Old Testa-
ment, no attempt, as far as I am aware, has been
ever made to explain these words in any other than
their simple and obvious meaning. But the moment
we read the Prophets, a diffcrent, and as it is said,
a “‘spiritual’”’ mecaning is assigned, for no other
reason, as far as I can discover, than because they
are places in which there will by and by be a peculiar
development of spiritual blessings, similar to those
which we, who believe in Jesus, at present enjoy:
and upon this principle, texts which belong to Zion
and Jerusalem are not applied merely, but inter-
preted of us, and the literal Zion and Jerusalem are
altogether excluded.

When God speaks of His holy mountain in
Isaiah xi He means the literal Mount Zion—the
place from which by and by, as from a centre, the
truth of God, i.e. Christianity—for nothing is
superior to Christianity—will be diffused among
all nations. And as to the interpretation of the whole
connected passage—where some seem to regard the
hypothesis of the language being simple, as so
peculiarly absurd, and assail the supposition and
assail us with no very measured sarcasm—I will
briefly state

The Rules that Guide Us

In the first place, I adhere to the ancient canon,
that where a literal interpretation can be adopted,
the furthest from the literal is commonly the worst:
and that the literal may be adopted where no proved
absurdity or impossibility follows its adoption.

Secondly, I enquire whether a different principle
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The subject is more fully treated in:

“THE MILLENNIUM AND ISRAEL’S
FUTURE.”

By B. W. NEWTON.

Cloth boards. 200 pages.

Price 2/-
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