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I.-—ETERNITY.
" In the beginning was the Word" (John I 1).

'l‘u|-.: Person of the \Vord “1nade flesh” is the foundation
of Christianity: it is therefore of supreme importance to
have divine understanding as to who I-Ie is ; to be in error,
or defective, or shaky, here, is to be not only the sport
of the enemy, and to be exposed to spiritual disaster, but
finally to come under the judgment of God: “Whom do
men say that I the Son of Man am ‘? " is no question of
secondary value but of infinite importance. The very
opening of .Iohn’s Gospel introduces I-Iim to us as exist-
ing eternally. “In the beginning was the \»Vord.”

His Eternal Existence.
Here is any amount of scope for the mind to stretch

itself to its utmost capacity. Millions, billions, a11d trillions
of ages may pass in review before the mental vision ; multiply
these by innumerable factors as far as the limited grasp
of the creature can go, till the brain reels in its calculations
to reach the shores of eternity. Refer back to that moment
when the first tick of the clock of time broke the stillness
of those "timeless ages. Pass by glacial periods, and stone
ages, leaving them behind as_in[ants of yesterday; travel
back past all creations, whether of inanimate or sentient
beings ; take in your mental sweep principalities and powers
in the heavenly places, whether angels, archangels, seraphim
or cherubim; fly on through illimitable space till suns,
moons and stars are left behind in the dim and distant
past ; and still there falls upon the car the well-known strain
“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of His wag before
His works of old; I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning or ever the earth was” (Prov. viii. 22, 23). No
word could express more forcibly the eternity of existence
than “In the beginning was the \Vord.” No beginning
had I-Ie. He “lives for ever a11d ever,” in virtue of I-Iimself.
In the truest sense, I-Ie is “without beginning of days or
end of life” (I-Ieb. vii. 3), and is “the Father of eternity”
(Isa. ix. 6). To relinquish in any degree the uncreated
sell‘-existing glory of the Lord Jesus Christ is to remove
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the foundation upon which the whole superstructure of
Christianity rests. To deprive I-lim of I-I1s place 1n all the

t ' to lhe ever blessedimmensities and infinities that per a1n_.' '1 . - -
Trinity is to be an apostate from the falth.

The Absolute Godhead of Our Lord.
All the modern cults, including Christian Science,

Theosophy, Spiritism, and the new phase of religious
infidelity known as “I-Iigher Criticism," in a greater or less
degree, unite their forces against the impregnable rock of
the absolute Godhead of Jesus of Nazareth--our divine
Lord and Saviour.

From the earliest days of the Christian dispensation to
the present hour; from Arius, in the fourth century, to
Charles T. Russell, in the twentieth, the devil has not ceased
to launch his heaviest artillery against this invincible
Gibraltar ! The powers of darkness have rallied every force
of which they are capable-—-from the chair of the Universit__\'
professor to the platform of the blatant ignorant infidel:
eloquence, scholarship, science, philosophy, have each, in
their own time and way, put forth their utmost efforts to
overthrow it, but with no more success than the breath of
an infant in its attempt lio extinguish the sun ! '

Two Subtle and Modern Forms of Attack.
Without entering into, in this brief article, many of

the subtle forms of attack made upon this most vital of
all truths, I would call attention to two modern examples
issuing from vastly different quarters. One from that specious
and pretentious fraud of very recent origin, known as “The
International Bible Student Association," alias “Millennial
Dawnism"—from the pen of its founder, the late “Pastor"
Russell. After a tortuous and blasphemous conception of
the Lord of Glory, which culminates in annihilating I-lim
in death, he tells us that I-Ie was afterwards incorporated into
Deity in resurrection, but that His body passed away in
atmospheric gases !
_ This whole system, while professing great biblical exactness
1s permeated in all its parts with the spirit of Antichrist
(1 John n, 18, 19), reducing the Creator and Lord of all
to a mere creature of a superior order. The Spirit of God,
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anticipating from the outset this latter-day apostacy, not
only writes that “In the beginning was the \\’ord, and the
\Vord was with God, and the \Vord was God,” but adds,
“the some was in the beginning with God.” I-Iis separate
and distinct personality is co-extensive with I-Iis eternal
existence and essential Deity. I-Ie is no emanation of the
Godhead, no offspring of later date, no after development
of subsequent ages, but from all eternity, in all that properly
constitutes essential, absolute Godhead, the Son shares
equally with the Father, and the I-Ioly Spirit——the Eternal
Three in One.

Doctrine of the Kenosis.
Then there is what is known as the doctrine of “The

Kenosis,” propounded by the higher critical school, which
means that the Lord Jesus, in becoming incarnate, laid aside
-—~divested I-Iimself of—I-Iis divine attributes, and
consequently was limited in I-Iis knowledge of many things,
and that modern professors are far better acquainted with
scientific questions than I-Ic. They also tell us that I-le
resumed in resurrection these divine attributes or preroga-
lives, a11d is no longer limited and straitened, as in the days
of His flesh. All these unholy speculations as to the person
of the Eternal Logos—-the \Vord—are the product of German
rationalism, and expose the crass ignorance of otherwise
intelligent men, who introduce the learning of the schools
into “the things of the Spirit of God,” of which the
natural man, however clever and profound, really knows
nothing, and is utterly incapable of knowing! (See
I Cor. ii. 11-16.) The basis of this teaching is found in
Philippians ii. 7, where they read instead of “made I-Iimself
of no reputation,” “I-Ic emptied Himself.” The passage
when fully quoted, i11 its seven-fold descent from “equality
with God” to “the death of the Cross,” explains what this
“emptying” was——viz., that “being in the form of God,”
l-le took upon l-Iim “the form of a servant.”

Christ Never Divested Himself of His Divine Attributes.
I-Ie could not, and did not, divest I-limself of qualities

or attributes, which are an inse.parable part of I-Iis person,
that would be to divest I-limself of l-limself, a contradictory
and impossible proposition. One of the “Modernist Ii
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vagaries, and which but very recently, has emanated from
an utterly unexpected quarter, is, that since the Incarnation,
the Lord Jesus has surrendered, and that for ever, both
Omniscience and Omnipotence, as there are _th1ngs _I-Ie

ot do and things He does not know l Notwlthstandmgcann
this, however, we are told, they are His now not because

1of who He is essentially but because all power (ant lority)
has been given to Him in heaven a11d earth. This subtle
and unholy speculation proposes to rob the believer of the
true Christ of God and is really blasphemy against the
Eternal and Unereated One who is of One Substance with
the Father and the I-Ioly Spirit, for it places I-lim outside
the unity of the Three in One. By this same process of
reasoning the writer professes to maintain the true humanity
of our Lord for I-Ie could not have been tempted as we are,
sin apart, if still retaining these attributes! The setting
of the humanity against the Deity, or vice versa, has ever
been the tortuous course of those who would compass by
a mental process the Inscrutable mystery of God manifest
in flesh. In taking up manhood His “form” was different,
but His being, His essence, remained the same. As the
Son of the Virgin, I-Ie has united sinless, holy human nature
with the divine. I-le is God; He is man ; God over all.
blessed for ever, and yet the man Christ Jesus ; the mystery
of this profound and wonderful reality may puzzle the brain
of philosophers and the learning of the academies, but calls
forth from the heart of the simple child of God, who has found
in Christ the solution of every difficulty, adoration and praise.
It was in keeping with His moral perfectncss, when saying,
“Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God,” that I-Ie should act
consistently with the position he had assumed. It is just
here where the blind leaders of “I-Iigher Criticism” have
missed their way. His whole path, during I-Iis humilia-
tion, in a bondsman’s form, found its spring in the will
of God. In Psalm xl., quoted in Hebrews x., we hear
Him, as I-Ie enters the scene, announcing His delight in
carrying it out ; as He sits beneath the heat of the eastern
sun at Jacob's well, I-Ie tells His perplexed disciples that
1t 1s His meat to do the will of I-lim that sent Him, and
to finish His work. In His marvellous outbreathings in
that prayer where I-Ie is so near the cross, and yet in spirit
beyond 1t, we hsten to Him saying, “I have glorified Thee
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upon the earth; I have finished the work which Thou
gavest Me. to do" (Heb. x., John iv., John xvii.). Amid
Gethscmane's sweat of blood, with deeper sorrows just in
front, we hear above the agonies of that hour,

“Not My Will, but Thine be Done.”
He was the will-less One; the most dependent man

that ever passed across this scene of man’s wilfulness and
ruin, and yet never less than the Infinite One of whom it
is written, “Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever”
(Psa. xlv. 6). \/Vhether I-Ie hushed the wild tempest or
commanded fishes to crowd Peter's net, or placed the money,
the exact amount required, in the fish’s mouth to pay tribute
or fed hungry thousands with a few loaves and fishes,
or raised up the widow’s son, the Ruler’s daughter, or the
decomposing body of Lazarus, from the dead, with other
innumerable proofs of His divine power; or whether He
thirsts, or is hungry, wearied and homeless, insulted, smitten,
spit upon, and at last taken by wicked hands and crucified
and slain—-all is in perfect accord with that will He came,
at all costs, and in every way, to accomplish. \Vhether
I-Ie is silent or speaking, staying or going, suffering or doing,
the one controlling influence was the will of Him that sent
l-lim; nor does I-Ie move out of I-lis own sphere as “the
Son,” and thus it is “the Father only” who knows the day
and hour of I-Iis coming again! \Vhere the oblique eye
of the sceptical critic professes to see contradictions and
inconsistencies, the anointed eye of the Spirit-taught believer
sees flashing gems of surpassing brilliance. It is moral
glory if a king voluntarily accepts a subordinate position
to fill it consistently; he does not command, he obeys,
and he is exalted in so far as he maintains his attitude of
dependence and obedience. The Lord of heaven and
earth, the infinitely glorious self-existing Monarch of all,
the Son of the Father’s everlasting love, the Second Man,
the last Adam, voluntarily offered Himself to carry out
the whole will of God. I-lis words were the Father’s words,
and I-Iis works were the Father’s works—“Verily, verily,
I say unto you, the Son can do nothing of Himself but what
I-le seeth the Father do, for what things soever He doeth
these also doeth the Son likewise” (John v. 19). “For I
have not spoken of (or from) Myself, but the Father which
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sent me, He gave 1ne a connnandment what l should say,
and what I should speak, and I know that His commandment
is life everlasting; whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as
the Father said unto me so I speak” (John xii. 49, 50).

All Fulness Dwells in Him.
There is one verse in particular that I would call

especial attention to, which entirely refutes these false
and delnsive deductions as to our Lord’s limitations
during the days of His flesh; of those very days it is
that Colossians i. 19 speaks, for the verb is in the
past tense: “In Him all the fulness was pleased to
dwell”; observe “the Father” is in italics, for it is
the Trinity, the Godhead, and not “the Father” merely
that “was pleased” that in the Incarnate Christ all the
“fulness” should dwell—this one I)l‘lCI verse clears away
all the sophistry of the unholy infidel reasoning piled up
upon the imagined “emptying” of Himself who was God
manifest in the flesh.

In chapter ii. of Colossians, verse 9, it is not Christ on earth
but glorified who is in view, hence we read “for in I-Iim
dwelleth (present) all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”
so that whether it is Sychar’s well, or the Father’s throne,
on earth or in heaven, in humiliation or glorification—“Thou
art the same” (Heb. i. 12).

In closing, may I ask the reader: “\Vhat think ye ol
Christ ‘?” Heaven and hell hang in the balance. What
is your answer ? Every loyal lover of the Lord Jesus delights
to sing :—--

Fairer than all the earthborn race,
Perfect in eomellness Thou art ;

lteplenlshed are Thy lips wlth grace.
And full of love Thy tender heart.

liod, ever blest, we how the knee,
And own all l'ulness_dwells in Thee.
Worthy, 0 Son of man, art Thou,
Of every crown that decks Thy brow :
\\ orthy art ‘1‘hou to be adored,
And owned as Universal Lord :
Oh, hasten that long promised day,
When all shall own Thy rightful sway
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II.—C'REATION.
“fn the beginning God created the heaven an'l the earth" (Genesis i. 1).

;\[A'r'r'En is neither infinite nor eternal~—the Cosmos—-
the material universe—is the product of the Infinite
Intelligence. It is admitted on all hands that the first
verse of the Bible is one of the most sublime and majestic
sentences ever penned. There is no elaborate preface,
no profuse introduction, just the very opposite; brief,
terse, comprehensive, profound, divine. “In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth.” It is not the
development of a protoplasm, nor the coming together
of a fortuitous concourse of atoms, nor the evolution of
an infinitesimal germ. It is the real, complete, finished
article, direct from the hands of the Omnipotent.

“I-Ie spake and it was done. I-Ie commanded and it
stood fast” (Psa. xxxiii. 9). “The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the firmament sheweth I-Iis handiwork;
day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge. There is no speech nor language where their
voice is not heard; their line is gone out through all the
earth and their words unto the end of the world”.
(Psa. xix. 1-4).

God’s Appeal to Patriarch, Philosopher, and Pagan.
\Vhen the Patriarch Job had to be taught his own no thing-

ness and be brought to confess his vileness in dust and
ashes (Job xl. 4; xlii. 5), Jehovah appeals to him by the
wonders of His creative power (chaps. xxxviii., xlii.). “Then
the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
‘Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without
knowledge ‘? Gird up now thy loins like a man, for I will
demand of thee, and answer thou Me. \Vhere wast thou
when I laid the foundations of the earth ? Declare, if thou
hast understanding, who hath laid the measures thereof,
if thou knowest ‘P or who hath stretched the line upon it ?
Whereupon-are the foundations thereof fastened ‘? or who
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laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning stgrs
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy ‘? ”
(chap. 1-7). The heathen world, winch had sunk
down into the lowest depths of shameless ldolatry, moral
depravity, and vile affections, is condemned “because
the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse” (Rom. i. 20).

Paul, amidst the philosophers of Mars Hill, who, not-
withstanding their logical acumen and highly cultured
mentality, surrounded themselves with every description
of idolatry, rebukes them for the fact that He who made
the worlds and all things therein, being Lord of heaven
and earth, needed neither a material temple of worship,
nor material offerings to appease Him, seeing I-Ie is the
creator and giver of all (Acts xix. 24). The pious patriarch
along with the degraded and philosophical heathen, should
have learnt tlu'ough the grandeur of created things, to
bow submissively to the only living and true God.

Evo1ution’s Vain Attempt.
Evolution, backed up by the so-called scientific advance

of the age, is only another clever device of Satan to wipe
God out of His own universe, and to lead men into a subtle
and scholarly infidelity. Under this baneful influence,
the natural heart, the will and the intellect are arrayed in
opposition to God.

The invincible argument of the creation, with its beauty,
variety, symmetry, and order; light and darkness; seed-
time and harvest; summer and winter; the alternating
seasons rolling through the centuries with the most astound-
ing regularity and exactitude—never a second too soon,
and never a second too late—and all so perfectly adapted
to man, is often unrecognised because he substitutes his
own reason for divine revelation, whether as seen in rocks,
oceans, and stars, or in the written Word.
_ No truly humble soul ever sought for light and was refused
1t ; _1t 1s God’s pleasure to enlighten our ignorance and inform
our mtell1gence when approached in reverence and contrition;
but I may not place Him in the “dock” as if to puzzle and
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cross-exa1ni11e Him with my “superior” wisdom unless
I wish to figure as a conceited idiot too shallow to recognise
my own feeble lnmtations.

Genesis i. 1.—Alone in its Solitary Grandeur.
We must ever place Genesis i. 1 alone in all its solitary

grandeur ; and it must not be confounded with the descrip-
tion of the earth which follows, “without form and void,
and darkness on the face of the deep” (ver. 2). I-Ie who
is light, and “never the author of confusion,” but of order
(1 Cor. xiv. 33), could not create a scene of desolation and
darkness. As to this we are specifically informed, “For
thus saith the Lord that created the heavens ; God Himself
that formed the earth and made it ; I-Ie hath established it,
I-Ie created it not in vain (void); I-Ie formed it to be inhabited.”
(Isa. xlv. 18). Between the primeval condition and the
darkness that supervened i.e., between verses one and two,
there is any amount of space for those geological ages claimed
by the scientist for the formation of the earth’s strata. Here,
too, we must distinguish between creating and making.
He who had originally created something out of nothing is
able, after chaos and ruin had set in, to develop a scene of
light, life, order, and beauty in preparation for man. “He
formed it to be inhabited.” This was the work of the six
days, ending with the Adamic paradise, in which man
was installed as the vice-regent of Jehovah Elohim.

The Trinity.-—Their Respective Spheres.
There is, to the reverent Bible student, a fascination,

as well as true spiritual edification, in perceiving the per-
fection of Scripture as it unfolds to us the respective spheres
in which the Persons of the Trinity operate : The Father
is ever the Source of divine counsels, whilst it is by the
Son all is accomplished; the I-Ioly Spirit being the
immediate Agent: hence we are elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father (1 Pet. i. 2). “There 1s
one God the Father, of whom are all things, and_f:n1e Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things” (1 Cor. v111. 6). It
is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, “who chose
us in Christ before the world's foundation (Eph. _i. 4). \Vhen
rejected by the cities wherein most of I-Iis mighty works
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were done (Matt. xi.) the blessed Lord thanks the l*‘ather,
that He had hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and revealed them to babes, adding that “all things are
delivered to Me of My Father” (Matt. xi. 27). These ‘ ‘tlnngs”
are those far-reaching counsels that the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ (Eph. iii. 14-21) has planned for the glory of
His Son, and of which he is the centre and object. The
Spirit would come after Christ’s departure and open out
these glories. Thus it is, “He will show you things to come"
(John xvi. 13-15). Again we read, “It is not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the Father has put in
His own power" (Acts i. 7). Hence it is that in speaking
of His return the Lord says, “But of that day a11d that
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels, which are in
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” It is not necessary
to pursue this subject further. Enough has been said to
show that the Father is the One who plans and counsels--~
these are His “things.” \Vith becoming gravity we may
say that each Person of the ever-blessed Trinity adheres
to-"His own “things.” It may be illustrated by three
partners in a firm, who keep to their respective duties and
responsibilities-—one for the finance, another the stoclc,
and the third the “Travellers.” The unity of the firm is
maintained, yet each partner has his own special and peculiar
province of administration. \Ve are not left in doubt as
to who the mighty Actor was in the construction of the
universe.

God the Son, Creator and Redeemer.
The Son was with the Father from all eternity, as we

saw in the previous chapter. He it was who placed the
stars in their orbits, the mountains in their sockets, and
the oceans in their beds. He who in due time was born
in Bethlehem, and died on Calvary, accomplishing the
glorious work of our redemption, he it was who spread out the
vast expanse as “a curtain to dwell in,” and yet in the
days of His humiliation had not where to lay I-Iis head !
Earnest and devout Christians, failing to discriminate
between the various activities of the divine Three in One.
have fallen into the error of the “Apostles Creed” (‘?) in
attributing the work of creation to the Father instead
of the Son ; they have not pondered the repeated testimony



Iii

of the inspired word in Colossians, Hebrews, .John"s Gospel,
and elsewhere on the cardinal point before us, “For by
I-Inn (the Son) were all things created that are in heaven
and that are 011 earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, all
things were created by I-lim and for I-lim” (Col. i. 16).
“All things were made by Him (the \\r'ord), and without
I-lim was not anything made that was made” (John i. 3).
“By \Vhom (the Son) also I-Ie (God) made the worlds“
(I-leb. i. 2).

Humanity and Deity in One Passage—Psalm cii. 21-23.
One of the most striking passages in the entire Scriptures

in relation to our theme is found in Psalm cii., where Christ,
who had come to “declare the name of the Lord in Zion,”
is rejected instead and I-Iis strength weakened in the way
and I-Iis days shortened (vcrs. 21, 23). I-le surely felt all
this in the very depths of I-Iis devoted heart, and said,
“O My God i take .\le not away in the midst of My days,”
and is immediately answered with, “Thy years are through-
out all generations. Of old hast Thou laid the foundations
of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Thy hands ;
they shall perish, but Thou remainest.” I—Iere, within
the compass of one short verse (ver. 2-'11-) the humanity and
deity of the Son are unfolded, followed by the most precise
and definite declaration that in the beginning I-Ie had laid
“the foundations of the earth,” etc., all of which would
pass away, but I-Ie would remain ! That this is no
manipulating of the Scripture to suit a theory is evident
from Hebrews i. l0-12. No one but a sceptic would deny it.

Genesis and Revelation Link up.
In closing, let us link together the first and last books

of I-Ioly \Vrit—Genesis i. 1 and Rev. iv. ll.
In the former we read, “In the beginning _God created

i.he heaven and the earth,” whilst the latter hnds twenty-
four elders casting their crowns before the throne, saymg:
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour
and power; for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy
pleasure they are and were created.”
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All these quotations, and they could easily be multiplied,
leave no room for argument or debate. How well for the
simple believer that it is so, and especially in these last
days, when the ever increasing modern cults array thein
minions against “the doctrine of Christ”? He is the test,
His Godhead, His Manhood. The lady ol' John’s second
Epistle is warned not to receive any into her house who did
not bring the doctrine of Christ, neither bid I-Iim God-speed ;
for He that biddeth him God-speed is partakcr of his evil
deeds (vcrs. 9-11).

Worthy, O Lamb of God, art Thou,
That every knee to Thee should how.

I



I5

III.—INCARNATION.
"That which was from the Beginning" (1 John i. I).

\\i1;~: must not confound “from the beginning" i11 the above
Scripture with either “In the beginning was the \Vord”
(John i. 1), or “In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth” (Gen. i. 1). The former of these “beginnings”
Lakes us back—as we have seen—to the very confines of
eternity; expressing in the most exact and unequivocal
terms Christ‘s eternal existence, and the distinctness of
I-Iis personality. Genesis is the “beginning” of created
lhings—the universe. In the first four verses of John’s
Gospel, the Wo1'd stands related to the Godhead, to things,
and to men (John i. 1-4'). I-Ie is God and with God. I-Ie
creates everything that has been created ; I-Ie is life and light
for men. Language could not be more explicit; all the
lwisting, juggling a11d mangling exercised by would-be
religious philosophers, in order to neutralise this transparent
English, only recoils upon the inventors and does not affect
lhe grandeur of its sublime simplicity.

The “Beginning” of the Manifestation oi Eternal Life.
“That which was from the beginning”-—the beginning

of what ? Not of the “eternal” life itself, for that was ever
in the Son, but of its manifestation before the eyes of men.
“\Vhich we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
and our hands have handled, of the Worcl of Life” (1 John i.
1). The ‘“Word” and the “\Vord of Life” though inseparable
because both realised in Christ, must be distinguished.

I-Iis absolute, unique glory must not be confounded with
that in which we have our part. As “the \Vord” He is
alone, as “The Word of Life” we may, and do, thank God,
participate. _

“From the beginning" is the introduction of life, eternal
life—as set forth in I-Iis adorable Person and pathway here
below.

The Genesis oi the New Creation.
I-Ie is "the Genesis of the new creation, and, of necessity,

the old receives its judgment morally; its trial is over;
man in the flesh and his world are for ever condemned and
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repudiated ; all the literature in circulation. with its preach-
ing up of human progress, tl1e march of civilisation, with
the so-called development of man’s moral nature, are all
laid in the dust, and their death-knell is sounded in the
very announcement of “that which was from the beginning."

The Second Man, the last Adam, is of a different kind
and order from all that ever came before. I-Ie is one by
Himself, Sui generis.

“As the Truth is in Jesus.”
I11 Ephesians, where the truth of “the one new man“

(ii. 15) is unfolded as composed of Jew and Gentile in “one
body” (ii. 16), it is said, “But ye have not so learned Chrz'.~:l
if so be that ye l1ave heard I-lim and have been taught.
by Him” “as the truth is i11 Jesus” (iv. 20, 21). These
words, so often misquoted and misunderstood, are explained
in what follows to be the “putting off of the old man” and
the putting 011 of the “new man,” which after God is created
in righteousness a11d true holiness (iv. 22.-24-); of this “new
man,” Jesus was the perfect delineation in I-lis life of per-
petual fragrance to God ; no trace, either i11 His nature or
ways, of that which every man since the fall has been :1
partaker of, was found in Him. This, then, is “as the truth
is in Jesus,” not the garbled addition of “the truth as it
is i11 Jesus,” as if to place I-Iim alongside Buddha, Confucius,
Mahomet, Aristotle, Plato, Shakespeare, and the like, all
of whom, we are told, were authors of equally inspired
utterances, though in dilferent forms; none of these, nor
all o_f them together, 11ot any others, who occupy a place
m l11story either as creators of religion, poetry, or phil-
osophy, could set forth “as the truth is in Jesus”; on the
contrary, they l1ave contributed enormously to the glori-
fication of “the old man.” “Lie not one to another, seeing
ye l1ave put off the old man with his deeds, and have put
on the new man, wl11cl1 1s renewed in knowledge after the
image of I-Iim that created him; where there is neither
Greek_nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scytl1_1_an, bo11d nor free, but “Christ is all and in all.”
(Col. 111. 11).

The “New Man” of Ephesians.
Whilst must n_ot be said that Christ personally is “the

11ew man —-for at 1s a creat1o11 (lii. 10) formed of Jew and



1'7

Gentile, all saints in one body-—-yet, in His unblemished
and lovely life, the moral traits of this “new man” were
expressed i11 perfection. Nor is it intended, bv the fore-
going, that the reader should indentify “thatbwhich was
from the beginning” with “the new man" of Colossians and
Ephesians. This last could not come into existence till
the Cross had broken down the middle wall of partition ~-
that dispensational barrier separating Jew and Gentile.
But the enmity being abolished, and reconciliation effected,
the result is that 1-Ie has made in I-Iimself of twain, “one
new man,” so making peace. (Eph. ii. 15).

Nevertheless, the features of this ideal man, which “after
God is created in righteousness and true holiness” (Eph.
iv. .?.-'-l), were seen a11d set forth in all their moral splendour
in I-lim which was “from the beginning.”

God begins Anew in Christ.
Everything for God begins anew in Christ. "l'he old

order, tested under the most favourable conditions, has
been an absolute failure, and has passed away ; first, morally
in Christ down here, then judicially in the Cross. “Now is
the judgment of this world, now shall the prince of
this world be cast out” (John xii. 31), but actually and
finally i11 the eternal state in the new heavens and new earth,
with, alas ! Sata11 and his dupes in “the lake of lire.”

Christ was no addition "to, nor appendix of, the volume
of “the first man.” I-le is not li11ked to fallen humanity
by the incarnation—as the sacerdotalists would teach—-
I-le was alone. “Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground a11d die it abideth alone” (John xii. 24). I-Iis
death under divine judgment closes that history—for God
and for faith-—and now in ascension glory the believer is
united to I-Iim by the indwelling of the Spirit; as “the
Second Man out of heaven”. I-Ie supersedes “the first man”
out of the earth, earthy. As “last Adam” I-Ie is the head
of a new and heavenly race which abides for ever.

Three Grades in the School oi God.
There are three grades in the School of God (1 John ii.

12-18), “Fathers,” “Young men,” and “Little children.’
The first is the highest; they have “graduated” in the

divine seminary; their second epistle is but a repetition
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of the first. “I have written into you fathers because
ye have known Him that is from the beginning” (1 John 11.
14). No admonitions, no exhortations are given them.

It is otherwise with the “babes” and “young men”;
they may advance; warnings too, severally, are addressed
to them, not to love the world and its things, nor to be
seduced by anticl1rists; no such note sounds in the ears
of those who “know I-lim that is from the beginning”; they
are proof against the subtle schemings of the arch-enemy
and of that world-system of which he is botl1 prince and god l

They possess in power what is so solemnly pressed upon
the “little children.” “Let that therefore abide in you
which ye have heard from the beginning; “if that which
ye l1ave heard from the beginning shall remain in you,
ye also shall continue in the Son and in the Father.” (1 John
ii. 24).

A Weighty Injunction.

To us, whose lot is cast in the closi11g hour of the present
period of grace, the injunction comes as with a peal of
thunder, when the spirit of Antichrist threatens to engulf
the whole of professing Christendom i11 one vast wave of
apostacy. Not to the Fathers of ecclesiastical history,
whether of the apostolic age or any other ; not in the national
churches, Greek, Roman, or Anglican—nor even to Reform-
ation times with its tremendous gains, nor to the mighty
evangelistic movement under the Whitfields, \Vesleys, and
others, must we turn; the whole fabric of traditional
religion has to be swept away in order for our feet to reach
and stand upon the immovable rock of “that which was
from the beginning.”

It is beyond contradiction, that in comparatively recent
times there has been a widespread movement in this very
direction. Christians of various denominations awoke as
from the sleep of ages to return in simplicity and whole-
hearted purpose to the original proposition “the beginning.”
They ignored tradition in all its parts, whether “national
or _dissent,” in order to adopt the Apostolic pattern. They
elalmed no authority in, or for, themselves, they risked
everything on the \Vritten Word; if the Apostles were
not here, their writings were, and that was sufficient.



19

(See “The Spiritual Revival of the Last Century, and our
Relation to it to-day.” To be obtained of the author,
73 Durham Road, Vllimbledon, S.\V.2.0, 3d.

“Back to Christ.”-—What is it ?
“Back to Christ” is a motto of the very first importance,

provided it is not bereft of all its living force by pretending
that it can be done without the only infallible guide——the
Scriptures of truth. I11 the revival alluded to——commencing
about 1826—the study of the Vllord was characteristic;
all names, but the One above every other, were dropped.
Sectarianism was banished. I-Iis peerless name was enough.
Human arrangements gave place to divine authority.
The gifts from the ascended Lord needed no human recog-
nition to authenticate them; the Spirit was free to lead
whomsoever I-Ie would in worship and service. \Nhilst
many of the leaders were men of “University honours,”
it was not their “diplomas,“ but spiritual power, that
claimed for them audience among the people of God and in
the Gospel of I-lis Grace.

“Christ as Son over the House of God.”
It was pre-eminently a return to that “which was from

the beginning,” without presumption a11d without organ-
isation ; the administration of Christ “as S011 over the house
of God” acting through the Spirit was found to be adequate.
The cardinal truths of Christianity—the Trinity, the Godhead
of the Lord Jesus, I-Iis Virgin birth and perfect life, His
sacrificial, substitu tio11ary death and triumphant resurrection,
I-Iis present session at God’s right hand as Advocate a11d
Priest, whilst I-Iis “body” and “bride” are being called out,
here below, during Israel’s national dispersion; “Dispen-
sational trutl1,” so necessary to an intelligent understanding
of the Scriptures, with the opening out of the divine counsels
as to the future, with much more besides, stamped the
whole movement with a spirituality and heavenly character
unknown since Pentecostal times.

Eeclesiasticism and Worldliness.
\Vould that the simplicity, earnestness, u11worldli11ess,

and whole hearted devotion of those days had continued
till now. Eeclesiasticism and \.\’orldliness-—those twin
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companions—wl1icl1 played such havoc in the early ce11-
turies, have also had their counterpart in the nineteenth.

The fall of first love and the rise of clerisy-—the deeds
of the Nicolaitanes—marched arm in arm at Ephesus
(Rev. ii. 4-6).

Sectarianism and Party Spirit.
l-luman rule with lukewarmness of heart are a menace

to-day. Sectaria11ism and party spirit are rife. W'ith
some it i_s 11ot enough to be a member of Christ’s body
and walking in the fear of God ; you 1nust also be a member
of a certain circle of assemblies—tl1e very essence of Sectar-
ianism. That you are “Christ’s” matters little or nothing.
That you are one of their circle is the sine qua non a11d opens
the door to every privilege; and this colossal delusion
is supposed to be a reproduction of Apostolic practice and
of the principles recovered, in the infinite Grace of God,
nearly a hundred years ago! \Ve would conclude this
chapter with the aged Apostle’s entreaty, “And now I
beseech thee lady, not as though 1 wrote a new command-
ment unto thee ; but that which we had from the beginning,
that we love one another. And this is love, that we
walk after His commandments. This is the commandment,
that as ye have heard from the beginning ye should walk
i11 it” (2 John 5, 6).
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IV.——RESURRECTION.
“\\'ho is the beglnning, the first born from the dead ; that in all things lle 1ni|;ln- have

the pre-eminence" (vol. i. 18).

DURING our blessed Lord’s sojourn here below He was
alone in the solitary glory of l-lis pe.rsonal perfection.
God saw in Him a man absolutely suited to l-lis own
nature. I-Ie obeyed every impulse of the Spirit, from
the moment when angelic hosts hailed I-Iis entrance by
way of Betl1lehem’s manger till “the dogs” and “bulls
of Bashan” hounded I-lim out of the world by a malefactor’s
cross (Luke ii. 13 ; Psa. xxii. 12-16). I-lis testing, whether
by man or Satan, or when the knife and fire of searching
holy judgment, as of old, laid hare the sacrificial victim,
exposing the secret and hidden springs, yielded to God
nothing but “a sweet savour" (Lev. i. 5-9). l-le presented
to the eye of God sinless, faultless humanity, and, on the
other hand, presented God to man in sovereign, holy love.
From Bethlehem to Calvary, in I-Iis spotless perfection He-
was alone.

In 'l'hee all human graces blend :
And to Thy Fill-ll0l', aye, ascend

As lneense rare ;
Fragrant to Ilim Thou ever art.
S "w f .'oicln ' t I-lls heart :onret o re] |,_ o

Most saect and lair.

Fairer than all the sons oi men,
Beyond all praise of ton;_'ue and pen.

Thou peerless One l
In grace, In patient tenderness.
In truth, l|| holy t‘altl1l'ulness,

"l‘hlne er|ual—n0ne I

.\latehless,Incomparable. dlvlne I
In Jesus all perfeetlons shlne--

0 blessed 1\'ame !
llow shall we sound its worth abroad.
llow tell the praises of our l.ord, _ _

Or spread llis fame ? >1-3|-“ -

We could not be associated with l-lim till I-Ie had met
every demand of infinite, inflexible justice, as to all we
are a11d have done as men “in the flesh, under d1v1ne
judgment.
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Our Old Sinful Status ended Judicially.
In His death He ends for ever, judicially, our old sinful

status and the sins attaching to it. “He was delivered
for our offences and was raised again for our justification”
and “our old man is crucified with Him that the body of sin
might be destroyed” (Rom. iv. 25 ; vi. 6). These statements
proclaim the eternal emancipation of the believer from the
guilt, power, and condemnation of sin l

It is imperative in order to enjoy the unprecedented
privileges that are ours in association with the risen Christ,
to have a clean cut idea of how completely the old order has
passed away in I-lis death. It is the lack of this that l1as kept
so many pious, earnest, and well-meaning souls in semi-
Jewish bondage. It is 11ot pure law they are under, but
the subtle mixture of “old cloth with the new,” and putting
“new wine into old bottles”—the mingling of law and
grace (Luke v. 36-39). I-lence we hear of a “Christian
Sabbath” with “the law as a rule of life,” a11d i11 varying
degrees the revival of that system which Christ has “taken
out of the way, 11ailing it to I-lis cross” (Col. ii. 14).

All New in Resurrection.
For us, now, all is new in resurrection; Christ risen

the head of a heavenly race and family, “the beginning,
the first born from the dead,” l1as inaugurated relationship's
and privileges never known before. Even the very day is
changed; the first, a11d not the seventh, is “the Lord’s Day”;
that strange cult, so persistent with its printed propaganda,
known as “Seventh Day Adventism,” without referring
to far worse errors in its teaching, has not the remotest
idea of the why and wherefore of this spiritual revolution l
Others, too, genuinely converted a11d sound in the founda-
tions of the faith, imagine that Christianity is something
“tacked on” to Judaism, instead of its veriest contrast!

Truth of the Highest Importance.
“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn "toward

the first_day of the week” (Matt. xxviii. 1) announces not
only a hteral fact, but embodies truth of the highest i1n-
p_ortance. It was on the “first day” we hear for the first
tlme from the lips of the risen Lord, “Go to My brethren a11d
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say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father,
and to My God and your God” (John xx. 17). This is
followed by His breathing into His assembled disciples-
as the last Adam—-I-Iis triumphant life of resurrection in
the power of the I-Ioly Spirit, with Himself in their midst--
glorious prototype of what would follow in the comi11g
centuries wherever two or three should be gathered together
in His name! All this is absolutely unique. The dawn
and close of that “first day” heralded such tidings as ears
had never heard, and witnessed things that eyes had never
seen before.

Blessings in Association with Christ.
I am 11ot now, for the moment, alluding to the further

Pentecostal blessings from the ascended Lord, but those
proclaimed by and possessed in association with I-lim
who is “tl1c beginning, the first born from the dead.” Oh t
that the reader may place firmly down the foot of his faitl1,
and appropriate that which is his own in the life, place,
favour, and relationship of the risen Christ. “First-born”
is a title of supremacy, priority of position, and not simply
one of time. Jehovah says of David, “ I will make him my
first born higher than the Kings of the earth” (Psa. lxxxix.27).

Christ cannot be second anywhere. He is “first-born
of every creature,” because l-le has created everythmg
(Col. i. 15, 16). I-Ie is also first-born from the dead 1n
connection with a redeemed and heavenly family. Thus
creation and redemption hand the honours of supremacy
to I-Iim because of who I-Ie is and of what l-Ie has done;
“that in all things I-Ie might have the pre-emmence.
l-Ic is first everywllere. _

Resurrection, whilst distinguished from ascenslon and
glorification, must not be separated ; nor 1nust the blessmgs
peculiar to each be. confounded. They are set before
us that we may have intelligence regarding and apprec1a-
tio11 of the various glories pertaining to our blessed Lord.
a11d of our own portion, as those who are blessed \\~'ll;l1 and
in I-lim.

Christ’s Transeendent Supremacy.
Whilst thus refreshing our souls with a brief reyiexx

of the surpassing and wonderful prlvlleges of that first
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day,” we must not remain there, but pass 011 to the trans-
cendent place of supremacy to which the mighty power
of God l1as exalted the 1\m1v of I-Iis eternal counsels, “far
above all principality and power a11d might and dominion,
and every name that is 11amed not only in this world, but
also in that which is to come ; and hath put all things under
His feet, and gave I-Iim to be the head over all things to the
Church which is I-Iis body, the fulness of I-lim that filleth
all in all." (Eph. i. 21-23).

Christ the Head.
This headship is of another kind and belongs to the

first part of the verse at the commencement of this section.
“A11d I-Ie is the head of the body, the Church, who is the
beginning, the first-born from the dead.” I-le who is
“first-born of all creation,” first-bor11 fro111 the dead, “tl1e
head,” too, “of all principality and power” (ii. 10), is also
head of that mystical body formed of Jew a11d Gentile,
united to each other. a11d to I-Iim glorified at the right hand
of God. It was on account of the dangers to which the
Colossians, Laodicea11s, and others were exposed that the
apostle agonized i11 prayerful desire that they should possess
in power the knowledge of “the mystery of God,” in which
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (new
trans.). “For I would that ye knew what great conflict
l have for you, and for them at Laodicea” (ii. 1). “And
when this epistle is read, cause it to be read also in the
Church of the Laodiceans" (iv. 16).

"Philosophy"-—which l1as aptly been described as the
wandering of the old 1nan’s mind——a11d “tradition” are
only different terms for Sadduceeis1n and Pl1arisaism, a11d
to-day are represented by “higher criticism” and “sac-
ramental religion.” The remedy for these and for the
nauseating indifference characterizing Laodicea is found
1n this very Epistle, where the infinite, inexhaustible fulness
o_f Clhrist, the I-lead, crowds out all other competitors and
r1va s.

' Privileges in Association with the Head.
The aspect of “the mystery” in Ephesians unfolds the

priyileges of _the body as i11 union with the head, than
wluch, from Its own s1de_. notlnng 1s more wonderful. In
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(Iolossians, though “the mystery” is the same, it is viewed
from the standpoint of the greatness of the head. “In I-lim
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily"; I-Ie is the
"image of the invisible God.” Creator a11d sustainer of
all things: chief in the material and spiritual universe.

Draw upon His Wealth.

You have in your house a man of surpassing genius and
limitless wealth, the expert a11d authority on every question
and subject. lle is supreme in every department of human
knowledge : science, mathematics, political economy,
industries, law. languages and all else.

He urges you to use him, to utilize his resources. to
draw upon him in every emergency; his brain and purse
are at your disposal. \Vl1at does he think as he sees you
constantly running‘ to borrow a few pounds of a money-
lender: or racing around to the library to read a c.ertain
author upon a question puzzling your brains: in fact
wasting your time and strength on anything a11d every-
thing instead of using him ‘? The parable is feeble enough.
l grant, but its object is to emphasise the fact that the
Christ who is in I-lis people is possessed of every attribute
of deity, and of infinite, unutterable, measureless resource,
s0 that they need 11ot go outside of Him for anything. “To
whom God would make known what is THE RICIIES cf the
glory of THIS uvs'rEnv among the Gentiles wnlcn IS (:un1s'r
1.\* vou, the hope and glory” (i. 2'7). The truth of this known
i11 power is the sure and certain antidote for Laodicean
pride, ratio11alistic theology, traditional religion, demon-
possessed spiritualistic mediums. and every other form of
opposition or counterfeit.

Loss of First Love--What it Leads to.

Loss of first love. at Ephesus-—-Cln'ist going out of the
heart---ends at last in l-lis being forced out of the door at
Laodicea (Rev. ii. -l : iii. 20).

\\'ho will deny that we. are confronted to-day with that
state of things so graphically portrayed in the nauseating
'.~l(‘lf-(‘Otl1|lltl(‘(‘ll('\‘ of Laodicea.
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German rationalism, religious l'ormalis1n, destructive
criticism, boastful scholarship, with its high-sounding
academic, titles, ruling all else out of court-—a11cl an elaborate
ecclesiastical machinery, all of which l1ave closed the door
upon Cl1rist, whose presence is no longer required. a11d I-Iis
word no longer decisive. “Behold I stand at the door
a11d knock” (Rev. iii. 20). \Vhen the mask is torn off,
there lies beneath all this vaunted self-adulation--"rich,
increased with goods, and have need of nothing"---the hideous
spectacle of a wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked
skeleton, devoid even of the very elements of living faith-~
“gold tried in the fire”-——divine righteousness-—~-through the
atoning blood (Rom. iii. 25), a11d its moral correlative of
practical righteousness--the white raiment.

An Exhortation.
Be assured, Cl1ristia11 reader, that we are in the midst

of the most determined and the deadliest co11flict that the
people of God were ever called upon to wage. It is to
arouse you if possible, to the gravity of the situation,
and to work out the plan of victory, that these closing
li11es are written. The battle is “not with flesh and blood,”
though human beings are the instruments of the attack;
but with the rulers of this world’s darkness, the spiritual
wickedness “in the heavenlies" (l:'.'.ph. v-i. 12, 13). One
special a11d specious form of the attack is the plea that
these opposing forces are allies, and not enemies; that
though the outfit a11d weapons may not be quite the same,
that is only a slight difference in the colour of the “lihaki”
-—a mere matter of detail! Just here mark the solemn
warning of “ BE\VARE, lest any man make a spoil of you
through philosophy and vain deceit” (Col. ii. 8), “And
this I say lest any man should beguile you with enticing
words” (Col. ii. 4).

Leaders of “New Theology.”
The leaders of the “new theology” are filling university

cl1a1rs, are writers of voluminous works, a11d editors of
Christian (‘?) literature galore. Young men are being
prepared for “the ministry” by passing through their hands,
and when the curriculum is complete are “turned out”
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saturated with modern rationalism, which, when translated.
means religious infideli ty, undermining the very foundations
of that blessed faith and revelation they are professedly
pledged to support! Miracles are scorned and discarded as
the lege11ds of a bygone, ignorant, superstitious age, and to
crown this wholesale lie and assumption, add to it the
blasphemy that the Lord of Glory shared in the general
ignorance of those unscientific days ! From another quarter
there comes a totally different kind of onslaught, “oflicered”
and “engineered” by men of “light and leading,” which,
if anything, is more essentially Satanic.

The Apostle of Spiritism.
A well-known author and novelist has crossed and re-

crossed the ocean to carry on the plan of campaign.
“Spiritism" is the cult; and though dating from earliest
times, has received in recent years a great revival, thus
fulfilling -the scriptural prediction of l Tim. iv. 1-3, “Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter limes some
shall depart fro1n the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
a11d doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in hypocrisy ; having
their conscience seared with a hot iron ; forbidding to marry,
and commanding to abstain fro1n meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which
believe and know the truth.”

The Apostle John warns us also with, “Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God.
Hereby know ye the spirit of God. Every spirit that con-
fesscth Jesus Christ come in flesh, is of God, and every spir1t
that confessctl1 not Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God.
And this is that spirit of Antichrist whereof ye have heard
that it should come, and even now is already in the world”
(new trans. 1 John iv. 1-3). The Person of Christ-—_1n I-l1s
Godhead a11d manhood—is the test of “spirits,” and 1ndee_d
of everything else that poses as a revelation from God_. Tlns
is the significance of I-lis“coming in /lesh”—I-lis pre-exlstence
and incarnation. It matters not the form, _or quarter,
from whence the antagonism proceeds, its ultnnate eflect
is to force the true Christ of God, the» Christ of_ Calvary
and Glory, the Christ of the Scripture, to the outsule place,
as in Laodicea. “The mystery in which are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” places Him tn the
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believer as I-lead, centre and resource, and by the vastness
of His unsearchable riches, by the pre-eminent wealth of
His infinite greatness, by all that He is essentially as God,
by all He has accomplished in creation and in redemption,
by His personal, moral and oflicial glories. He crowds out
the whole army of professors, authors, mediums, critics,
and all others arrayed against Him. ‘

The Road to Triumph.
“To hold the head” (Col. ii. 19), to draw from His

exhaustless resources in realized union with Him, is the
road to "certain and ultimate triumph. The clarion call
in this “last hour” of the Church's history below, is one
of loyalty to Christ and the Scriptures. There take your
stand unflinchingly till His shout of power rings through
the air, calling you with all I-Iis redeemed from the earth
and from the tomb to meet I-Iim on the cloud and to be
for ever with the Lord. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus
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