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Himself out of the twelve tribes to officiate in the Taber-
nacle and Temple, showed their gratitude by outpurging
themselves from the sin and defilement of the camp, when
Moses called, “ Who is on the Lord’s side?” Levisaid unto
his mother and father, I have not seen him ; neither did
he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his own children:
for they observed the Word of God, and kept His covenant
(Deut. 83. 9). Levi had then learned that they must obey
God rather than men ; they conferred not with their own
flesh and blood. Huppy people! The law of truth was in
his lips, he walked with God in peace and equity, and did
turn many away from iniquity (Mal. 2, 6). Levi acted
for God with zeal and courage. But, alas! that such
words should be written of them in their last days: “ But ye
are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to
stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of
Levi, saith the Lord of Hosts” (ver. 8). They profaned
the table of the Lord, and robbed Jehovah of His tithes
and offerings; His rule and order became wearisome to
them. And subsequently God had no pleasure in them.
It is beautiful to see shining out from the lawless apostasy
of Israel some who feared the Lord and thought upon His
name (Mal. 3, 16). Their hearts were one, and out of the
abundance of their heart they spoke often one to another.
Blessed fact! the Lord hearkened and heard them, They
were Jehovah's precious jewels written before Himself in
this ‘book of remembrance.

‘We are persuaded that our Lord Christ looks down from
His throne with joy and compassion upon the few feeble
ones who are trying to carry out His will in the house of
God. All will be made manifest at the Judgment Seat of
Christ. The many godly Christians who have laid aside
worldly ambition, and who have left home, parents, friends,
and relatives, to follow in the footsteps of a rejected Lord,
will be fully recompensed by Him at His return.. The
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book of Malachi brings before us the lukewarmmness of
God’s chosen people in their last days. The Epistle of
Jude portrays to us Satan’s counterfeit shams in these
last days of this dispensation of grace. Cain, Balaam, and
Korah are brought vividly before us. * W oe unto them! for
they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after
the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gain-
saying of Korah” (Jude1l). The way of Cainis seen every-
where through men assailing the divinity of Christ; being
led on by the Devil, saying, “ Peace, peace,” when there is
no peace, deceiving many, and being deceived, carried on
by Satanic deceptions to the blackness of darkness for ever.
And, alas! Balaam’s reward is earned by many whom
we believe to be God’s people ; instead of looking to the
living God for their food and raiment, they ask for their
hire from an unregenerate world. Korah’s sin, as seen in
Numbers 186, is also rampant, under the cloak of religion, by
men who love prominence, causing jealousies, heresies,
envyings and divisions. As Jannes and Jambres withstood
Moses, s¢ do they resist the truth. -

Well may we agonize in prayer before the Throne of
Grace, asking God to raise up men in our midst who will
teach the whole counsel of God; so that young ones might
be warned of the artful devices of Satan, and learn how to
behave themselves in the house of God.

We learn a solemn lesson in the book of Judges, 14, from
the fall of Samson. He was raised up by Jehovah to begin
to deliver Israel out of the hands of the Philistines (Judg.
13. 5). He failed, and became sport for the Philistines. But
Jehovah vindicated His majesty and holiness at his death.
The men whom he slew at his death were more than they
whom he slew in his life (chap. 16, 30). The gifts and
the callings of God are without repentance (Rom. .11, 29).

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a
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woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines.
And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and
said, “I have seen a woman in Timnath, of the daughters
of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife.”
Then his father and his mother said unto him: *“Is there
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or
among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the
uncircumeised Philistines?” And Samson said unto his
father, “ Get her for me; for she pleaseth me well.” Yes,
she pleased Samson well. He had no thought if the Lord
God was pleased ; in fact, Jehovah is not in his thoughts.
Blessed be God, we can look away from the dark catalogue
of failure concerning God’s servants, and delight ourselves
in the lowly Nazarene, Jesus. He could say without assump-
tion, “I do always those things that please Him” (John
8, 29). God through the opened heavens corroborated
His statement, saying, ¢ This is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased ” (Matt. 3, 17). Jehovah had borne
with the unfaithfulness of man for more than four thousand
years. All were unprofitable. “In burnt offerings and sacri-
fices for sin Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said He, Lo,
Icome (In the volume of the book it is written of Me) to
do Thy will, O God” (Heb. 10. 6, 7). For over thirty-three
years He lived to please Him who had sent Him. -Pilate
had to acknowledge he could find no fault in Him (Luke
23, 4). And the centurion had to exclaim, “ Truly this was
the Son of God.” And the demons had to confess Him to be
the Christ, the Son of God (Luke 4. 41). But to Israel as a
nation He was the carpenter’s son, and as a root out of a
dry'ground. But the Lord God delighted in Him as His
fellow, and He, being in the form of God, counted it not a
prize to be on an equality with God (Phil, 2. 6, R.V.). He
lived as he was, holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners. And thus He calls each saint to a path of separ-
ation outside the camp, to live as Nazarites, abstaining
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from all fleshy lusts which war against the soul. Again
and again Samson plays with sin, and, alas! once too
often. He is found asleep in the lap of an harlot, with his
seven locks shorn. He awoke, and said, “I will go outasat’
other times before and shake myself,” and he wist not that
the Lord was departed from him. Such is man without God,
helpless and powerless, a prey to the devices of Satan, and
sport for an unregenerate world. The devil’s snares are not
set in vain, Think of the young men who grasped the two-
edged sword as with might and main, and for years they
stood against the fiery darts of the Devil. But the flattering
words of a strange woman did their deadly work. They lie
to-day amongst her wounded. Let us heed the words of the
W1se man given to us by the Spirit of (J'Od

“Let not thine heart decline to he1 Ways, go not astray in
her paths.

“For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many:
strong menhave been slain by her. -

“Her house is the way to Sheol, going down to the
chambers of death " (Prov. 7. 25, 26, 27).
Al L,
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Auestion and Austoer,

“ If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching
whether it be of God."—Jokn 7. 17, R.V.

An unaccountable error occurred in Question 120 in May
NeepeEp TrurH. The verses referred to were Isaiah 33. 14,
15, not Jeremiah 33, 14, 15. Those who walk uprightly,
and so forth, as described in verse 15, are those who will
dwell with our God, who is a consuming fire.  J. A. B.

QuEestioN 127.—Is it the work of elders alone to examine
those who desire to enter the fellowship, or are any in the
assembly at liberty to go and visit them? If objections are
raised, should the objector go and visit the one him or herself,
or should the objection be brought before the elders, that they
may consider and deal with it 2

In replying to this question, we think it well to remind
our readers that the title * elder” and “overseer” are used
in Scripture for the same persons (see Titus 1.5, 7). Elders
of the church are here seen as overseers, which latter title
points to their work. To suppose that two separate classes
are referred to in these two verses because two names are
employed would be quite contrary to Scripture. One illus-
tration of this may suffice. There are some three hundred
and fifty names and titles given to our Lord in Scripture.
Would any one argue that each of these names refers to a
different person? No; but the answer would be that those
many titles are all needed to express the many character-
istics of our Lord. So elders, guides, pastors, teachers,
overseers, chief men among the brethren, may and do often
refer to the same class of persons. And this does not affect
the question that some who are not in the recognised circle
of the elderhood are stretching forth to the work (1 Tim.
3. 1). Space forbids more on this latter point here.

The question then is, Are any but those fitted of God to
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rule in the assembly called upon to exercise the work of
oversight on their own responsibility ? Be it remembered,
then, as we have before said in these pages, that where
things are ordered in an assembly according to the mind
of God, all He has fitted for rule and placed over the saints
will be found in the known circle of the overseeing men
or elders or guides, only disqualified ones being excluded—
those who do not correspond with the Divine requirements
as seen in 1 Timothy 3. ; surely it is plain that these latter
are not called upon to act in matters for which they are
disqualified. Women, again, are never called upon to take
upon themselves this work. Who then are left to act apart
from the overseers? Those stretching forth to the work?
Such, if truly seeking to.act for God, will be the very last
to desire to act on their own responsibility, or have such
confidence in their own judgment that they would desire to
act without the fellowship of their brethren. We think,
then, that if we are correct, what we have said answers
these two questions. It is not for “any one in the assembly”
to visit those seeking for fellowship. Any who have a true
heart for the Lord’s work, and are desiring to lead others
into the truth, will act as did those in Acts 9, 27, and
bring them to the guides. We have known cases where
the help of a godly and elderly sister would be of great
importance in visiting in fellowship with the guides.
With regard to the latter part of question, we believe
that objections should be stated before the overseers, and
it will be for them to advise what course should be taken,
whether the objector should visit the one objected to per-
sonally or how. Some objections may be little worthy of
notice. We have answered these questions somewhat fully
because we believe the subject to be an important one for
the welfare of an assembly. We have known much mis-
chief arise from unfit persons seeking to do a work to
which God never called them, J.A.B.
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QuEstioN 128.—What do you judge should be the form of
words according ta the Scriptures for a servant of God to use
when baptizing a belicver? And what is the meaning of Acts
19. 5 (R.V.): * When they heard this, they were baptzzed into
the name of the Lord Jesus" 2

The formula given in Matthew 28. 19 is that which is to
be used, we believe, in the present day when one is baptized
into the name of the Lord Jesus and by His authority.
‘When we find the expression, “Into the name of the Lord
Jesus,” as above, used in Scripture, we do not understand it
to refer to any form of words, but that it was done by His
aunthority, Whatsoever we do is to be done in the name
of the Lord Jesus (see Col. 3. 17). “Info the name of the
Lord Jesus"” would imply not merely as “in the name,”
by His authority, but that the baptized disciple was him-
self within the circle of the control or authority of the
Lord Jesus. That is, baptism in the name means authority
to baptize ; baptism into the name means authority com-
pletely controlling the baptized one.

In the case of re-baptizing of the converts in Acts 19, 5,
we understand that they had been baptized not by John
the Baptist, but by Apollos, between Paul’s two visits, and
it is evident that they were not baptized into the name
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (see R.V., Acts 19, 2).
Apollos had himself to be instructed. John’s baptism
pointed on to something yet in the future to be accom-
plished, The commission in Matthew was given after the
Cross, and connected thus with the kingdom after the
resurrection, In baptism, Father and Son and Holy Spirit
are associated, for we read He was quickened by the Spirit
and raised up of the Father. With regard to baptism, we
recognise no material difference between Peter’s preaching
of the kingdom and that of Paul, although in some respects
the kingdom may have altered its aspect. J.A.B. .
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QuEsTION 120.—Avre the teachers of this day the same as
the prophets spoken of in 1 Corinthians 14.2 And is teaching
and prophesying the same thing ?

Teachers and prophets are not the same. A man may be
a teacher without being a prophet, but all prophets were
teachers. The distinction between prophet and teacher is
clearly made in 1 Corinthians 12, 28, Prophesying in its
widest sense we understand to mean speaking for God.
A prophet might speak to edification, exhortation, and com-
fort (1 Cor. 14, 3), and this a teacher can and should do
to-day. But a prophet, as spoken of in 1 Corinthians 14.,
could do more than this. ‘He could speak by the direct
guidance of the Spirit (John 16, 13), without that which
we now have, the written Word of God, which contains a
full revelation of the will of God for the present age, and
which at that time had not been fully revealed. Moreover,
he could foretell events (Acts 21, 10, 11). A God-given
teacher to-day cannot go beyond that which is written in
the Word of God in his teaching—that is, he is not taught
by the Spirit beyond what is written, but the Spirit reveals
to him the truth as contained in the written Word. So
while the prophet and the teacher both speak for God, yet
their ministry differs in that the prophet spoke by the
direct guidance of the Spirit apart from the written Word,
while the teacher to-day is guided by the same Spirit to
unfold the truth as already revealed. For one to profess
to prophesy to-day would be to add to the Word of God.
We believe that all that God has to say with regard to the
future He has said ; therefore there is no room for further
prophecy: - J.A B




Gop is a faithful God,
O’er all His watch He keeps;
He careth for us, day and night,
He slumbers not nor sleeps.

God is an all-wise God
In all He undertakes,

He knows both how and when to act,
He never makes mistakes.

God is a gracious God,
Merciful, kind and good,

He sends the sunshine and the rain,
He gives us daily food.

God is a God of truth,
Who will not, cannot lie;
The Bible is the word of God,
On which we may rely.

Pure, just and right is He,
Perfect in holiness;

He will not do iniquity,
He loveth righteousness.

Consider well God’s works;
And search the Scriptures too:
Repent, believe, and turn to God,
Then seek His will to do.

From Songs of the Gospel, by ALBERT FOSTER,
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SAMUEL.

In the opening chapters of 1st Samuel, two things are
very mnoticeable in contrast—(1) The Word of the Lord;
(2) The Hand of the Lord.

In chapter 3, 1 we read : “ And

Tur WorDd OF THE LORD

was rare in those days, there was no open vision” (R.V.).
Further on we see how scarce that word was, and that all
that was spoken by the Lord was through the young child
Samuel.

In the preceding chapter a man of God came unto Eli the
Priest (who occupied the nearest place to God before the
people) with a foretelling of judgment, because of his own
sin and that of his sons, whom he honoured above God,
Doubtless the cause of this dearth of the Word of the Lord
was, that Eli having heard this message from God and
heeded it not (chap. 3. 13), there was nothing more for God
to say to him ; so we see His Hand about to be laid heavily
upon him for the iniquity that he knew.

How solemn a position the child of God is in, who, having
heard the voice of the Lord speaking in warning and
knowing the iniquity, gives no heed to His voice; * for

"if they escaped not who refused Him that spake on earth,
much more shall not we, if we turn away from Him that
-speaketh from heaven.

How forcible the words are, “turn away from Him”!
How different with the. young child Samuel! From his
birth, set apart for God, he was early taught by Eli to
know Him (1 Sam. 3,9, 10). Surrounded by evil influences
in the persons of Eli’s sons—who brought the Priest’s Office

_down to shame before the people—he was preserved by
Grod (to whose charge he was entrusted by his mother) and
K
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kept for Him. God would see to it that what was left in
His care by a mother in Israel would be carefully tended,
and that by His own Hand. Therefore the child is un-
tainted by the evils prevalent at the time. Are we not
taught here that, had Eli so done as Hannah did, and
trained up his sons in the fear of the Lord, they too would
have walked in His ways, pleasing to Him (see Prov.
22,6)?

God is ever faithful to whatever trust is committed to
Him. Thus we find the boy early knows the Lord. He
receives a particular revelation of God to Himself, Having
an ear for God in the night-time, and a heart to receive
His sayings, in verse 19 we read: ‘ Samuel grew, and the
Lord was with him.” First, intercourse with God alone,
and then as the result, growth; and, as in verses 20and 21:
All Israel knew that Samuel was established to be a
prophet of the Lord, and the Lord appeared again in Shiloh,
for the Lord revealed Himself in Shiloh by the Word of the
Lord. He was used at a time of much departure from God
on the part of the people—nay, more, he had revealed to
him such a tale of God’s future judgment for sin committed
as would cause “ bhoth the ears of every one that heareth
it to tingle.” One would think that such a young lad
would not be able to receive such a solemn unfolding from
God Himself. But we are reminded by Isaiah 57. 15 and
66. 2 that the High and Lofty One dwelleth with the
contrite and humble spirit, that trembleth at His Word.

During the time of Israel’s discomfiture at the hand of
Philistia, the Lord seemed inactive and Samuel out of sight.
One thing is manifested and felt by the people, and also
by the nations outside—namely, that

Tae Haxp or tE Lorp

is heavy when falling in judgment, whether on His own
people or on strangers,
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They learn that it is a fearful thing to fall into .the
hands of the Living God, before Whom false gods as Dagon
have to fall down.

We get the fulfilment of the prediction, given by the
man of God to Eli, and also through Samuel, in chapter
4, when the two young men, Hophni and*Phinehas, are
slain, and when Eli himself meets his fate, because of the
hand of the Lord being heavy upon him.

In this 4th chapter Israel is heard at the hour of battle
clamouring for the Ark, saying, “ It shall save us,” for-
getting, or not knowihg, all the while, that the first step
toward their deliverance in' a God-given manner was by
the way of defeat; showing us as it did them in the end,
that the presence of the Lord unto deliverance cannot be
had, except as sin is judged (compare chapter 7. 6).. _

, Noﬁonly does Israel feel the hand of the Lord upon them
at this time, but-the Philistines also confess (chap. 5. 7)
 His hand is sore upon us,” and verse 9, “ The hand of the
Lord was against the city,” and so forth, In ‘verse 11
also we read, -*“The hand of God was very heavy there.”
We are feminded of men in this day, who, like the
Philistines, know not Gtod, unregenerate men, who meddle
with the precious things of God, given for His own people,’
and use them for their own ends. Shall not the hand of
the Lord be heavy ypon such ?

No sooner do the Philistines give over the Ark into the
care of the men of Beth-Shemesh than many of the latter
are smitten, evidently because of their irreverence, and
because they neglected the warning word of Jehovah,
regarding the Levites, “ They shall not go in to see, . . .
lest they die” (Numbers 4., 20. Read also Exodus 19.
21).

Israel had many Iessons _to learn before they were
prepa.red ta seek the Lord, but chapter 7. shows us all the
House of Israel lamenting after the Lord, Not until after
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a long time had passed (for the time was long) do they
begin to see that what they needed was the presence of
a Person, and that, the Lord God of Israel—without this
they could not prosper.

Not now is the cry raised, “ Let us fetch the Ark that
it may save us,” but instead they lament after Jehovah.
They are taught by Samuel the Man of God, that they
must put away the iniquity, and prepare their hearts unto
the Lord ; and He would deliver them from the Philistines
(verse 3).

Up to this time Samuel seemed in the background in
the mind of the Lord, and he is prepared by Him at the
moment to answer for the Lord the cry of the people after
Him. Samuel knew what they needed, and in verse 5 he
says, “I will pray for you unto Jehovah,” As already seen
judgment takes place at the first (verse 6). Immediately
the enemy hears of their whereabouts, in the confidence
gained by past success, they rush on to meet them, to
their own ruin. For the enemy never can gain the
victory against the people of God when they are leaning
in dependence upon Himself. Now the man who stands
between Israel and God intervenes as advocate on their
behalf, in virtue of the fact that the claims of God’s
judgments have been met. He cried unto the Lord for
Israel, and the Lord heard him. And as Samuel offered
up the burnt offering, the Lord brought about their
deliverance. The climax of it all was, that the hand of the
Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel
(chapter 7. 13).

What a blessed thing to remember that He who is the
High and Lofty One dwelleth with such as are of a contrite
heart and that trembles at His words.

This was the experience of Samuel in his early days.
This trembling at the word of the Lord, like the fear of
Israel (who bad learned their own weakness) will not bring
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failure ; but with the presence of the Lord, we shall see
His Hand helping us against our enemies, enabling us to
keep the Flesh under, and keep the World and Satan at a
distance.

C. DuxBAR.

GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS.

It is written, “In six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed ”
(Exod. 31, 17). “TI and My Father are one” (John 10. 30).
“At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and
ye in Me, and I in you” (14, 20). Jehovah is refreshed
with the knowledge that everything has obeyed His voice,
animate or inanimate, above or below; and so great was
His satisfaction with all He had created and made that
“ when he saw everything which He had made, behold it was
very good” (Gen. 1, 31). Seeing then that we are in Him
(Acts 17. 28; Col. 1, 16-18, 2. 10, 3. 3; Heb. 2, 11-13;
John 5. 20), we rest in His rest. Again, at the Cross,
He sees an eternally finished work. His satisfaction and
refreshment is ours also. “It is finished,” says Christ.
So say we, thank you. In that Lamb we rest, feast, and
grow (Heb. 4, 3, 10; 1 Cor. 5, 7, last part 8; first part
1 Peter 2. 2-4).

Having rested, feasted, and learned in His presence, let
us go out (John 10, 9) to gather in others also (not for-
getting Isa. 49, 5, 6; John 1.10, 11, 6, 66). But how shall
we do it? As the sons of Levi (Exod. 32, 256-28), or His
servant Moses with ‘“ye rebels,” or with the sword of
Peter (John 18, 10)? Nay, but as He came, in grace and
truth (John 1, 17), though it be with a sword that sets
at variance a man against his father, a daughter against
her mother, etc. (Matt. 10. 35). So let us take up the
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same sword; viz., the Word of God, which proceedeth out
of the mouth of God (chap. 4. 4, Eph. 6. 17, Rev. 1. 16).
For the Word of God is living, and active, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul
and spirit, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart (Heb. 4. 12).

Like as He came so let us go, with no will of our own,
but delighting to do the will of another, delighting to
honour Him at all cost: by unfeigned subjection to His
W1H by gomg in the spirit He has commanded us (2 Tim.
2. 24' 25; Titus 1. 9, 2. 7, 8); striking him that holds
them '(not them) with the Word of God (Matt. 4. 4, 7,
10y, putting forth at the same time the hand of pure
brotherly love, seeking their deliverance out of his snare
(2 Tim. 2. 6), and thus gather fruit for eternity (Jas. 3. 18;
Prov. 11, 13) that both he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together, thus confirming the testi-
mony of our God, “A (faithful) true witness dehvereth
souls” (Prov. 14, 25, Jas. 5, 19, 20). Remembenng the
words of Christ (John 5. 19 30, 31, 41) and of the chiefest
of the Apostles: “For to-me” (the religious Saul of Tarsus)
“to die is gain,” according to the I of 2 Corinthians 12, 10,
even the gaining of that' strength whlch 1s everlastmg
(Isa. 40, 29-31),

This is but a little fragment but it may refresh some
thirsty soul.

J. M.

BASIS OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP,

Cuurch fellowship set upon a basis of anytling else than
that ‘laid down by the uner‘ring word of truth must be
wrong, and a -fellowship resting upon a wrong basis the
God of truth cannot be identified with, nor can the internal
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order of an assembly or its outward appearance, however
much it seemeth to be right, atone for a basis not according
to the truth ; such will be simply an imitation, which may
satisfy some, but God, who dwelleth in the light, will be
outside of it all.

Our God has not left us in darkness concerning His will,
but has given us His own. precious Word, which is both a
lamp for the feet and light for the path (Psalms 119, 105),
and this, through the Holy Spirit, will guide us into all
truth.

Let us turn to the 2nd chapter of the Acts, where the
Apostles are found on the Day of Pentecost, in obedience to
the Lord’s command (Matt. 28, 19; Luke 24, 49), preaching
Christ to the people of Israel with such Divine power that
about 3,000 receive the inspired word, thus passmg out of
death into life (John 5. 24).

But nowhere in the Word of God do we read that the
possession of eternal life is sufficient in itself for the basis
of Church fellowship.

The 3,000 saved on the Day of Pentecost became the
living stones (2 Pet. 2.) which were to be built together,
and brought into fellowship; and this was to be brought
about through the Apostles’ teaching, as we read in Acts
2. 42, “ They continued stedfastly in the Apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers.”

This is the Divine order laid down in the Word of God,
and, though reversed by many in this present evil day, the
apprehension of, and obedience to, the will of the Lord
must ever be the only and true basis. This is confirmed by
the word of the Lord in Matthew 18, 20, as we read,
“Where two or three are gathered together into My name,
there am I in the midst of them.” Thus He only honours
with His presence in the midst the company, however few
in number, who are found together in response to His call.
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In closing, the reader’s attention is called to the com-
mand of the Lord (2 Cor. 6. 14-18; 7, 1), which will,
when practically given heed to, bring the believer into
a path of glory to the Lord and blessing to himself.

FOREORDAINED.

THERE are three thoughts connected with this word which
show forth the purposes of God concerning those whom He
has saved by His grace from sin’s penalty, and redeemed
unto Himself.

First. ‘“Foreordained us unto adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ unto Himself ” (Eph. 1. b).

Second. “In whom we were made a heritage, having
been foreordained according to the purpose of Him who
worketh all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph.
1, 11).

Third. “For whom He foreknew, He also foreordained
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might
be the firstborn among many brethren ” (Rom. 8, 29).

God who foreknew us in Christ, in the past eternity, in
the fulness of times sent forth His Son to redeem them
which were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons; and being sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
Therefore we are no more bond-servants, but sons (Gal. 4.
4-7).

God has thus manifested His grace towards us, who were
enemies to Himself.

In foreknowledge we are made acquainted with God’s
eternal grace toward us as sinners. In being foreordained,
we are made to know what are His purposes concerning us
as saints.

Whom He foreknew, He foreordained.
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First, to the position of sons. Not merely children born
into the Father’s family, to be cared for, fed, and clothed,
and watched over in love, although this is blessedly true;
and most precious it is for us. to know that even the
youngest child has a place of privilege in the Father’s house,
and can address his Father with all the confidence that
love begets. But God’s purpose does not stop at this. He
wants grown sons—men who can take responsibility in
the “house of God”; who can, having learned of Him,
impart the same to others; who can understand His coun-
sels, and undertake His service, The son who thus enters
into the place of responsibility unto which he was fore-
ordained becomes a friend, to know all the counsels of
Grod’s heart concerning him.

How blessed for those who thus enter into the purposes
of God, and thereby gladden the Father’s heart by respond-
ing to His will, whereby He has called us to the- position
of sons unto Himself through Jesus Christ, to the praise
of the glory of His grace, that we might render to Him, not
the forced obedience of slaves, but the willing obedience
and loving service of sons.

The means of growing up into this position is by laying
aside all that characterized us as sons of men, and chil-
dren of wrath, “and as new-born babes desire the sincere
milk of the Word, that we may grow thereby unto salva-
tion” (1 Pet. 2.1, 2). Nothing can promote our growth
like the pure Word of God. Let us see to it then that we
gather up for ourselves, not depending entirely upon teach-
ers, but let the Holy Spirit apply to our own hearts and
consciences that which we read, that it may sink down into
our ears (Luke 9, 44), and cause us to grow in grace and
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Babes in Christ need to partake of the milk of the Word,
being without experience in the word of righteousness, but
solid food is for full-grown men, those who by reason of
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use have their senses exercised to know good and evil
(Heb. 5. 18, 14). Young believer, begin at the begin-
ning, drink the milk, learn thoroughly the ¢ first prineci-
ples,” then go on unto full growth ; do not strive after the
responsibility of a son, until you have learned obedience as,
a child, laying down a good foundation, that you may
build thereupon a life which shall be to the praise of His
glory, and be the means of abundant blessing to fellow-
saints.

Alas for us if when come to years we are not able to fill
the position to which He has called us, and when we ought
to be teachers we need to be tanght over again the first
principles of the doctrines of God, and become such as have
need of milk, and not of solid food. May we each be press-
ing on, and apprehending that for which we have been
apprehended of Christ Jesus.

Second, “ We are made a heritage, having been fore-.
ordained according to the purpose of Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1, 11).
“That we may know what is the hope of His calling, and
what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”
(verse 18). “ But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that ye may
show forth the praises of Him who called you out of dark-
ness into His marvellous light, which in time past were not
a people, but are now the people of God ” (1 Pet. 2. 9, 10).

Israel was God’s earthly heritage, a peculiar treasure,
“unto Me above all nations, for all the earth is Mine”
(Exod. 19. 5, 6). Chosen to represent Him on the earth,
and to be a channel of blessing to the whole earth. But
Israel did not fulfil the purposes of God concerning them—
departing from Him until God said of them, “ Ye are not
My people, and I will not be your God” (Hosea 1. 9). So
that now God’s earthly people are set aside, that God,
who in His grace said, “All the earth is Mine,” may
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gather out of all the earth a people for His own possession,
that they may show forth the excellences of Him who
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light:
We are then a redeemed people, a purchased possession,
foreordained to be a heritage for God, throuigh whom He
can speak and act.on the earth, and in whom He can fulfil
all His will.

God’s heritage must be cultivated, “a tilled ﬁeld " (1 Cor.
3. 9) that will bring forth fruit for Him.

“A building,” which shall witness to the stability of
God’s truth (ver. 9). ‘

“ A temple,” in which God can dwell (ver. 16).

Satan has again marred God’s heritage; discord and
strife have wrought division, and again the earthly testi-
mony has been broken, and the unity of John-17. is not
now fully expressed; “ but God abideth faithful, He cannot
deny Himself,” and what remains for us is to strengthen
that which remains, to hold fast that which we have, and
“ giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit and the
bond of peace.” The faith once delivered unto the saints
should govern all those who seek to walk in obedience
to Him who purchased and foreordained them to be a
heritage for Himself.

Then we have God’s purposes further revealed in that
we have been “ Foreordained to be conformed to the Tmage
of His Son.”

Looking back we learn that “ God created man .in His
own Image. In the Image of God created He him " (Gen.
1. 27). Thus man came from the hand of the Creator
perfect; but, alas! how soon he fell from that perfect
state, through disobedience, and begat a.son in his own
‘likeness, after his image (Gen. 5. 3), so that from Adam’s
fall to Christ’s birth there was no man to bear the Image of
God on the earth, None who could reflect the Divine

character, and none who could satisfy Grod’s claims or meet
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His requirements—all fell short, and have been proved to
be a complete failure. But in the fulness of time the Lord
Jesus Christ came, the Heavenly Man, who is the efful-
gence of God’s glory, and very Image of His substance
(Heb. 1. 3). “ Who is the Image of the invisible God, the
first-born of every creature” (Col. 1, 16). ‘ Who, being in
the form of God, . . . was made in the likeness of
men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross ”’ (Phil. 2, 8).

Thus the God-man, the Man Christ Jesus, is the first one
to bear the Image of God on earth., He came to unfold
God, to make known His character, and to tell out what
was in His heart for man, to do His will, and open up a
way by which God could bring back His banished, and
establish a people on the earth to bear the Image of His
Son.

The Father expects to find a family likeness in all His
children. The question is, How are we to become like Him
and to bear His Image? We find the answer in 2 Corin-
thians 3, 18: “But we all, with unveiled face reflecting as
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the
same Image, from glory to glory, even as from the Lord
the Spirit.” It is only by becoming intimately acquainted
with the Lord Jesus, as revealed to us in the words of
Grod, that we can become anything like Him.

‘We get an example of this in Acts 4. 13 : “ Now, when
they saw the boldness of Peter and John, they took know-
ledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”

The rulers recognised in them the likeness to the Lord
Jesus whom they had crucified. The likeness to the Lord
Jesus is not manifest until Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
was given from an ascended Christ, to take of the things of
Christ and show unto them, and to bring all things to their
remembrance whatsoever He said unto them (John 14, 26,
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and 16,13, 14). There can be no likeness to the Lord Jesus,
only as it is begotten in us by the Holy Spirit, it must be
from the Lord the Spirit. Thus in order to read the
Scriptures we must have our minds and hearts subject to
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and be ready to receive
any impression He may have to make, as He reveals to us
through the written Word the glories of the person of the
Lord Jesus, the beauty of His character, and the Divine
power and grace that was manifest in all His ways and
words. “ Have this mind in you which was also in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 2, 6). Before there can be a reflection of the
Lord Jesus Christ out from us, there must be the inivard
likeness of mind and heart o Him. ¢Humility” and
“obedience ” are mentioned as characterizing Him who was
“found in fashion as a man,” and if H®& who emptied
Himself, and came down from heaven’s highest glory to
earth’s sin and shame, was so lowly and obedient in all His
ways, surely we, who have been raised out of earth’s sin
and shame to heaven’s glory by the work of the Lord
Jesus, should be characterized by that same lowliness of
mind and obedience of heart to all His will.

May we then be “not fashioned according to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect
will of God.” Oh, that we may be using the little while,
not to quibble about words to no profit, but redeeming the
time, by growing unto His Likeness, that the world and
fellow-saints may take knowledge of us, that we have been
with Jesus, and looking for the time when He shall be
manifested, and we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He is.

Then we shall be where we would be,
Then we shall be. what we should be,
Things which are not now, nor could be,
Then shall be our own.
G. T. REeEvE.
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YEARS OF THE PATRIARCHS.

. j Tan Died
A Lived Y fter Y bef Y
Patriarch’s s.gt.e a;‘t’er Age ?m'sr ’ e]j’:.;?mlg': i befg;.":-l.he Rg{.‘:;
Name, Son’s Bon’s death Creation,  Translation, Flood. left
birth, bu'bh * Born, Died. Born. Died. Born Died, Haran.
1. ADAM¢ , 180 800 930 — 930 <987 57 "'1656 726 1153
o after
2. Seth . 105 807 912 180 1042 857 55 1526 G14 1041
3. Enos . . 9 815 905 236 1140 752 153 1421 516 913
4. Cainan . 70 840 910 325 1235 662 248 1331 421 848
5. Mahalaleel 65 895 895 1200 592 303 1261 366 793
6

830
. Jared . . 162 800 962 460 1422 527 435 1196 234 561
7. ENOCHt . 65 800 t365 622 t987 865 1034 t669 ‘1096_

8. Methuselah 187 782 969 687 1656 200 G669 969 0 427
9, Lamech ., 182 59 777 874 1651 113 664 782 b . 432
after _after
10. NOAH . B02 448 950 1056 2006 - 69 1019 600 850 f77
after
1. Shem . , 100 500 600 1538 2158 571 1171 f'.~3t8 52 75
after -
2. Arphaxad . 35 403 438 1658 2096 671 1109 2 440 ¥
8. Salah . . 30 403 433 1693 2126 706 1133 87 470 43
4, Eber . 84 430 464 1723 2187 786 1200 67 531 N t}04
efore
5. Peleg . . 30 209 239 1757 1996 770 1009 101 340 87
6. Rew . . 582 207 289 1787 2026 800 1089 181 870 57
7.8erug. ., 30 200 230 1819 2049 832 1062 163 393 34
8. Nahor. . 29 119 148 1849 1997 862 1010 193 341 86
9, Terah . . 130 75 206 1878 2083 891 1096 222 427 . 0
. . after
10, ABRAHAM 100 75 175 2008 2183 1021 1196 852 527 100
Isaac . . 60 120 180 2108 2283 1121 1301 452 . 632 205
Jacob . ‘ 147 2168 22_}15 1181 1328 512 659 3832
Years.
From when Abraham left Ha.ran (a.t 5) tlll J acob (a.t 130) left Ca.naan
for Eﬁypt (to Joseph) 215
The Children of Israel so;ourned in E yp . 430

From the crossing of the Red Sea till 4th year of Solomon"% relgn . 480
From 4th year of Solomon's reigi untll the destruction of J. erma,lem

by Nebuchadnezzar . . . 429
From its Destruction till its Restoratlon by Nehemlah R [ 2
From its Restoration till’ the Deathof Christ . . [ . . 483

¢ Created, not born. t Translated, not died.
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Y £t
(gég%sr I%Sg;;‘g"‘ Patriarchs Living at the time.
622 Birth of Enoch .. . Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel,
Jared.
030 Death of Adam . . Seth, Enes, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared,

-~ Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech. -
987 Translation of Enoch Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared,
’ o Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech.

1042 Deathof Seth . . Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Methu-
. selah, Lamech.
1056  Birth of Noah . . - Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Methu-
selah, Lamech.
1656 The Flood . . . Noah, Shem (Ham, Japheth),
2006 Death of Noah . . Shem, Arphaxad, Salah, Eber, Reu,
' Serug, Terah.
2008 Birth of Abram, . Shem, Arphaxad, Salah, Eber, Reu,

Serug, Terah.
2083 Abram leaves Haran Shem, Arphaxad, Salah, Eber, Abram.

D. WHITTET.

- Editors’ Note.—In inserting the interesting table on the opposite
page, it seems proper for ug to point out that there is a little uncer-
tainty attached to some of the figures. Our friend takes Japheth to
be the eldest of Noah's sons (see margin of Revised Version), and sup-
poses that Noah was 502 years old at Shem’s birth; this cannot be
said to be improbable. Then again, in the case of Terah’s sons, it
seems unlikely that they were all of one age, and the dates assigned
in this table seem fairly probable; but we must not suppose that all
the figures have the same certainty as attaches to such as are directly
taken from the inspired record.
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF GIDEON.

Tre altar that Gideon built unto Jehovah, in verse 24,
seems to tell us that the “ Peace be unto thee from Jeho-
vah” in verse 23 indeed possessed (Fideon, inasmuch as he
names it Jehovah-shalom, which means “Jehovah send
peace.”” Surely he desired that others should share with him
the enjoyment of that same peace. It may be he had on
his heart the hosts of Israel. This might remind us of the
heart-sustaining words found in Philippians 4. 6-7, wherein
we are exhorted to be careful for nothing and prayerful for
everything. Not careful for everything and prayerful for
nothing, be it noted, which, alas! is too often our practice,
instead of that which tells of confidence in God, which
again tells of our being at ease in His presence, resulting in
the peace of God possessing us and doubtless the desire
that others should participate with us in the same shall
not be lacking. Yes, and evidence as unmistakable as was
a Gideon’s altar, as really present, and yet even more abiding,
there shall surely be. Let the young amongst us know,
and let not the old forget that which they already know,
that the conditions must be complied with if we would
know the promise fulfilled in our individual experience,
“ And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep (as with a garrison, in margin) your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus,” and that which is from God, even
the peace of God, shall be reciprocated God-ward, and shall
also find expression man-ward.

Verse 25: “ And it came to pass the same night, that
Jehovah said unto him, Take thy father’s young bullock,
even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down
the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and cut down the
grove that is by it.” Please notice how promptly Jehovah
expects actions of an aggressive nature against existing
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evils (the same night). And there shall surely be no delay
" on the part of the one whose heart and mind is thus kept
in bringing to bear the Sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word of God, against whatever idol may seek to usurp
that place in the heart that belongs alone to Him who
bought us for Himself.! And how intimately acquainted
Jehovah is with the bullocks of Gideon’s father! He
knows the second, and its age. How precious this may be
to the one who would not seek to keep back from Jehovah
that which is His, viz., the best! But how solemn and
searching to the one who would offer the torn, the lame,
or the sick, as in Malachi 1, 13-14.

Now we note that the bullock is to be taken, and then
the altar of Baal thrown down. It is not the altar thrown
down, and the bullock taken, for the bullock speaks of
whole-heartedness as the burnt-offering, and it is because
of what it speaks of that Baal’s altar is thrown down, for
Baal has no place with the man who is all for God. And
has it not been for lack of that which the burnt-offering
speaks of that efforts have been made, and still are not
wanting, to have Baal’s altar and Jehoval’s altar side by
side, notwithstanding that He has said that He will not
share His glory with graven images ?

We fear that idolatry in the form of covetousness is
more common than at first sight may appear, and how
much there is of that half-heartedness in dealing with
idolatry, as in the case of Manasseh King of Judah,® who
removed the idols simply outside the city walls, instead of
destroying them, from whence again they were taken by his
son and successor and reinstated in their former place, as in-
deed our half-heartedness will be but an encouragement and
aid to those coming on after us, and who may thus be helped
by us unto being all for Baal, instead of all for God. An

11 Cor. 6.19-20. 2 2 Chron. 33. 16-22.
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Elijah on Mount Carmel, as see 1 Kings 18, 30-32, re-
paired the altar of Jehovah ; Baal’s altar he entirely ignored.
Indeed, his whole desire is to prove conclusively that it
cannot be both Jehovah and Baal. A choice must be made;
no go-between. And did not Paul write, and that with
tears, in his Epistle to the Philippians (3. 18-19) *For
many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ : whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly,
and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly
things”? And so there must be no compromise with
idolatry in any of the many phases it assumes. We note
that Gideon is to begin at home; thus nature is tested in
its tenderest and strongest points. Yes, indeed; Gideon
had need to be all that the burnt-offering speaks of ; other-
wise, like some of us, we fear, he would have preferred
beginning elsewhere. It is so much easier wielding the
Sword of the Spirit against the evil practices of others than
against our own. Yet how unfit we are to do the former
unless we first do the latter!

In verse 27 we read: “ Then Gideon took ten men of his
servants, and did as Jehovah had said unto him.” Yes, did
as Jehovah had said unto him. We can have little con-
ception what that meant to Gideon. Going in the feeth
of all around him, incurring the displeasure of his neigh-
bours, humanly speaking taking his life in his hand. Do
we not shrink sometimes from some definite act, or from
taking a decisive stand for our God in the midst of ungodli+
ness, when there is nothing more to fear than the frown
of fellow-creatures? Have we not Gideon revealed as he is,
in that he could not do it by day, and that he did it by
night, for fear of his father’s household and the men of the
city ? for fleshly boldness will never enable one to accom-
plish such work. It may lead to the more ostentatious
work of speaking on a platform, or such like, but not to
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dealing with our individual selves. And as the morning
light broke in on that scene, what a contrast met ‘the gaze of
the men of the city '—Baal’s altar had disappeared, Jeho-
vah’s altar had been built, and the second bullock had been
offered thereon ; and thus religion, as represented by Baal's
altar, has the axe laid at the root of it, showing, on the one
hand, that Baal could neither protect, defend, or plead for
himself, far less protect, defend, or plead for his worshippers ;
and, on" the other hand, that the natural passions of the
worshippers are utterly unsubdued, as witness the rage of
the men of- the city !

“'And see ‘how this night’s work has stirred up the enemy
outside! So soon as there is something real for God, we
find’ the enemy active. And who among us has not seen
it, yes, and would see it still, had our work for God but
the stamp of reality?- But we might ask the question of
ourselves, What does it'all mean ? what has all this to do
with Israel’s deliverance? And let us learn in the light of
it that the man who knows what it is to be dealt with in
the secret presence of Jehovah, unto the conquering of his
own evil propensities, knows what it is to reach forth unto
others, even to his father’s house, is he whom Jehovah may
be expected .to.-bring forth even for the great work of the
deliveranca of his people. If any of us are ever tempted to
wonder: why nothing great is given us to do, let us ask our
selves if the reason and explanation may not be found here.

I would also :suggest for comsideration the fourfold
picture of the Lord Jesus as seen first in the grace
Gideon found, which is the outcome of the sin-offering
apprehénded, then the meat-offering he offered, and in
the ‘altar ‘he built, which might speak of the peace-
offering, as also’ the burnt-offeriig he offered, for none
who would be men of and for God can afford to neg-
lect ; nay, more, there must, and that in the most in-
telligent manuer, be a laying-hold of Christ, as thus pre-
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sented to our gaze in shadow and in substance; and thus
have we Jehovah preparing Gideon for the work which lies
before him, that it may be accomplished to His glory, and
to the well-being of His people and the safety of a Grideon.

In verse 33 we read: ‘ Then were all the Midianites, and
the Amalekites, and the children of the east, gathered to-
gether, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel.”
So that it is not only the men of the city, but the threefold
foe without—Midian meaning strife, Amalek speaking of
the flesh; the sons of the east may speak of the serpent.
It was eastward in Eden where he is first seen as the active
foe of man, and thus have we what may speak of the world,
the flesh, and the Devil ; and God’s people, instead of sub-
duing and keeping them under, are subdued and kept
under by them. But Jehovah has heard the cry of His
people, as in verses 6, 7, and is about to assert His omni-
potence on their behalf. And so in verse 34: “But the
Spirit of Jehovah clothed Gideon (in margin) and He blew
a trumpet.” May we indeed know somewhat of this being
possessed by the spirit for God, until self is lost to view in
the greatness of the Spirit’s Power.

In Luke 24. 49 the Lord, before leaving His few timid
disciples, once said: “ And, behold, I send the promise of
My Father: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye
be clothed (in margin) with power.” Hence do we find
that it was the Lord Jesus that was the burden of their
ministry, their constant theme. It is not only that we are
all indwelt by the Spirit, as seen from 1 Corinthians 6, 19,
blessed as that assuredly is: but we need to be, and there-
fore should earnestly desire to be, filled by the Spirit, even
as we are exhorted to be in Ephesians 5, 18. We find an
Old Testament illustration in 2 Kings 4. in the case of the
poor widow who was delivered from the distress and trouble
that had come upon her by giving heed to the prophet’s
word to her. She borrowed empty vessels not a few, and
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though she had only a pot of oil, yet the oil ran and filled
the empty vessels before it stayed. May we learn, and
that practically, that the Spirit will fill us only in propor-
tion as we are emptied of self, and then stop. And surely
as we remember that, like the widow’s vessels, we are not
our own, we may well, like them, be also empty, and as such
find ourselves giving heed to Matthew 6, 6. Then we may
know what it is to be vessels meet for the Master’s use;
and we are persuaded we will have discovered the secret of
deliverance from personal family business and Assembly
troubles. And, be it noted, that it was when Gideon was
thus clothed that he blew a trumpet. Oh, beloved, let us
see to the Spirit’s power in and with us hefore we seek
to sound the trumpet, whether it be the declaring of the
Gtospel message, or the message for the gathering together
of God’s people. Alas, for the aimless, useless sounds that
proceed from us for lack of that same; for if the trumpet
gives an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the
battle ? And the love that will cause us to be other than
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal will not be absent
if the Spirit fills us.

Thus, amid the discordant sounds around us, it may be
ours to hear and obey His voice, as found in 1 Corinthians
1. 10 and Ephesians 4, 6. When to blow and how to blow
were and are matters of great moment to God’s people (as
see, and please also read, Numbers 10. 1-10). And does not
the longsuffering and patience of God cause us to marvel as
we behold Gideon, notwithstanding all that has been done
before him, for him, and through him, saying, in verse 36,
¢ If Thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as Thon hast said?”
He has not forgotten what God had said, and whence then
that “if”? Truly it tells out what and where Gideon is;
and, fellow-saints, is it not the case that we know -of some-
thing that God has said, and yet with regard to which we
would be inclined to put in an “ if,” like Gideon? and may
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there not be in the two tests which follow to end of chapter
a shadowing forth of God’s power, when He will beget from
Jew and Gentile fruit for Himself: the fleece of wool on
which the dew is seen when all around is dry, Israel; and
then the fleece dry when the dew is seen on all the ground,
the Gentile; and yet, meanwhile, is sufficient to dispel the
last “1f "’ of a Gideon,
Wy, RoBERTSON.,

OBEDIENCE.,
To tae Younae 1N CHRisT.

‘WE, whom God hath delivered from wrath to come (1
Thess. 1. 10), know in some measure the self-will which is
in our heart; but He who saved us would have the ex-
pression of our life to be, “ No will but Thine.”

The joy our God obtains now from our obedience to
Himself eternity will reveal.

However much it may cost us to bow to His will, we
should remember it is written, “ For God is not unrighteous
to forget your work, and the love which ye showed toward
His name ” (Heb. 6. 10, R.V.).

The Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy—:2 Tim. 2, 8, 4—
exhorts him to be a good soldier of Christ Jesus, adding,
“No soldier on service entangleth himself in the affairs of
this life; that he may please Him who enrolled him as a
soldier.”

From these verses we learn that the object of the serving
one should be to give pleasure unto the Lord, whom he
desires to serve, and this desirable end can only be obtained
by rendering obedience from the heart, as expressed in
Hebrews 10. 7 concerning the Lord Jesus: “I come to do
Thy will, O God.” g

And the Father ever points to His Son as the perfect
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Example of entire subjection to His will, and the testimony
He bore unto Him on the Mount of Transfiguration, “ This is
My beloved -Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 17. ),
makes known to us the joy He found in the Lord Jesus.

In the 1st Book of Samuel we have much of God’s mind
concerning lawlessness, commencing as it does at one of
the darkest periods of Israel’s history, for we read in the
last verse of the Book of Judges every man did that which
was right in his own eyes, and this is followed in 1 Samuel
2, 17 by the abhorring of the offerings of the Lord,
through the sin of Eli’s sons, the priests whose lips should
have kept knowledge, and from whom the law should have
been sought (Mal. 2, 7); and concerning Eli it is written,
¢ He restrained them not ” (1 Sam. 3, 13).

In the midst of all this confusion we read of the boy
Samuel ministering unto the Lord before Eli (1 Sam. 3. 1).
Little notice would be taken of him as he carried out his
daily duties; few, indeed, would know anything about
him. But the Lord saw in the boy one who would per-
form His bidding. And we learn from the incident re-
corded in chapter 3. the obedient character of Samuel; for,
as we judge from verse 3, it is very early in the morning,
and long before the usual time of rising. Yet we find the
boy, at the first call of his name, willingly rising from his
couch, and hastening to his master’s side to carry out
whatsoever he is bid to do. And though this takes place
three times, no murmur is heard from him; no self-will,
but ready to serve with a willing mind. For a similar
character of willing service we may turn to Isaiah 6. 8,
where the voice of the Lord is heard saying, “ Whom shall
I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I;
send me."”

As we read the sad record of Israel’s departure from the
Lord we realize in measure the ruin self-will has wrought.
But while the nation has departed, we see Samuel standing
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faithfully for the Lord, and in the words of rebuke ad-
ministered to the king, “ Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams” (1 Sam.
15, 22), we learn the secret of Samuel’s favour with the
Lord. As the day draws near when each man’s work shall
be made manifest (1 Cor. 3. 13), may each of us be able to
sing with truth:—

“T bow me to Thy will, O God,
And all Thy ways adore;
And every day I live I’d seek
To please Thee more and more.”

W. H. B.




THE WORD BECAME FLESH.

Ir is interesting and instructive to contrast words like
those of the Psalmist David!'—

“ 'Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit?
Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence ?
If I ascend up into Heaven, Thou art there:
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.
If T take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost part of the sea;
Even there shall Thy hand lead me,
And Thy right hand shall hold me.
If I say, Surely the darkness shall overwhelm me,
And the light about me shall he night;
Even the darkness hideth not from Thee,
But the night shineth as the day:
The darkness and the light are both alike to Thee "—

with the account given us in the Gospels of the going about
of the Lord Jesus Christ as a man amongst men upon earth,

So truly had the Word, who in the beginning was with
God, and who was God—so truly had the Word become flegh,
that when, for instance, He left Judw®a and departed again
into Gtalilee, He must needs pass through Samaria. As the
eternal God He knew no limitation of place or of time,
The presence of God everywhere at all times is beautifully
expressed in the words of the Psalmist that we have quoted,
and the Word was God, co-equal with the Father, yea, the
effulgence of His glory, and the very image of His sub-
stance, the everywhere-present One. But He became flesh.
He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary, and, as a helpless babe in the manger at Bethlehem,
He lay, who was the equal of the Father ; for, having
counted that equality not a prize to be grasped at, He

! For the sake of younger Christians, we have omitted all references
in this article, in order that they may have the opportunity of hunting
up those that are not familiar.

L
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emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made
(or becoming) in the likeness of a man.

Our present purpose is to ask why the One, whom the
heaven of heavens cannot contain, thus became a little
babe, grew up slowly through boyhood and youthhood into
manhood, went from one place to another, often with weari-
ness of body ? We reply, with a purpose, a purpose born of
that delight that He ever had in the sons of men. For till
the Incarnation man had but been feeling after God, though
He is not far from each one of us. But now attention was
directed to One whom the eye could see, and the transcen-
dent powers of the Godhead were in a measure veiled that
the softer beauties of the Divine character might shine
more clearly and distinctly, tabernacling in a human frame.
Futile was the endeavour of man to find out God by
searching, but to supersede all this, since man could not and
cannot rise to God, God came down to man.

It is important to observe that the Incarnation was a
reality. It was not merely an appearance of God in a
human form. The Mediator was Himself a man—a real
man, spirit, and soul,and body. A real body, wearied with
His journey He sat by Jacob’s well; thirsty, He asked for
water. But not only a real body; He was a man: and as
He stood by the grave of Lazarus Jesus wept. Why? He
groaned in the spirit. Though free from every trace and
taint of sin, He was touched with a feeling of our infirmity.
He was a man, spirit, and soul, and body, and, therefore, He
wept—wept to see the havoc wrought by sin, wept at the
shame and degradation brought upon man by Adam’s trans-
gression. ‘ Behold, how He loved him,” said the Jews; and
methinks they were indeed right. For whilst the words,
“Lazarus, come forth,” proclaimed that the Man who spake
them with such effect was the Son of God in power, the
tears which He shed from the tender sympathy of His heart
told out that the Divine Being had become Son of Man,
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Again, to give but a brief glance at the dread hour of
His death, we note that He dismissed His spirit, commend-
ing it to Him to whom the spirits of all men return at
death; His body was laid in Joseph’s tomb, whilst His soul
went down into Sheol, or Hades. When God raised Him
from the dead, the risen and glorified Christ Jesus, who, as
to His humanity, consisted of spirit, and soul, and body,
was seen during forty days of His disciples on earth. But
never in two places at once. He ascended up to the right
hand of God, and there sat down. There Stephen saw Him,
and there He was seen by Paul, and there He is till He
shall come again. A man, though a glorified man; a man,
spirit, and soul, and body, though very God indeed. Ever
in Scripture, consistently with the reality of His Incar-
nation, is He presented to us as in one place or in another,
that where He is we may look upon Him.

How utterly contrary to the reality of the humanity of
the Christ is the false doctrine of the real presence of the
body of the Lord in the Eucharist. As the prayer-book of
the so-called Church of England truthfully says, ¢ The
natural body and blood of our Saviour Christ are in
Heaven, and not here; it being against the truth of Christ’s
natural body to be at one time in more places than one.”
‘We not only agree to this, but add that, spirit, and soul, and
body, the blessed Lord Jesus Christ is in Heaven as to His
manhood ; though as to His divinity He is here, and there,
and everywhere, the omnipresent One. And, moreover, He
is present in another sense altogether, of which we will not
now speak, where two or three are gathered into His
name.

‘When He was upon earth and the natural eyes could
see Him, happy they who followed Him, who heard, who
saw with their eyes, who beheld, whose hands handled
Him who was the Word of Life. Now He is in Heaven,
the Man of Sorrows upon the Throne of God, happy they



228 NEEDED TRUTH.

whose eyes are directed thitherward, the eyes of the heart,
to see’ Him who is invisible,- But not only should we look
upward, we should look backward—

“ And in the Bible we may see
How very good He used to be.

He went about, He was so kind,

To eure poor people who were blind,
And many who were sick and lame,
He pitied them, and did the same,

And more than that, He told them too
The things that God would have them do;
He was so gentle and so mild,

He would have listened to a child.”

Whilst we look backward to see Him on earth, and
upward to see Him in the glory, we look forward to the
time when He shall come again. But whether backward,
upward, or forward we look, we behold Him who hath been
made a little lower than the angels, even JEsus.

We see Him in this place or in that place where the
eye of faith can gaze upon Him ; not even as the lightning
coming forth from the East is seen even unto the West;
this swiftness of motion is possible to Him even in His
coming as the Son of Man, and is altogether and infinitely
short of the Omnipresence of His Divine character of which
David speaks. But becanse of us, still in the flesh, feeble
with its weakness, for our sakes He trod this earth.in
weakness, going here and there, eating and drinking,
hungering and thirsting, weeping and anon rejoicing; in
all things like unto His brethren, save only sin, which He
knew not. And yet in Him, in the Man of Sorrows, dwelt
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, What a miracle!
‘What avails it to question the possibility of this or of that
sign which He did? The fact that He became a man
transcends all else. We cannot fathom it. It is only
equalled by that other mystery, that He should die.
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Neither of these two have we seen with our eyes. They
who saw have borne witness. Happy for us if we who
have not seen yet have believed—for this is life. The just
shall live by faith. It is only by faith we can see Him,
but it is faith in Him as the Incarnate Son of God that
enables us in the weakness and feebleness of our nature to
consider Him, to trace His life as a man on earth’; and in
His doing of those things which He did as a man, yea,
more, in His sufferings as a man in His life, we may in all
He did and suffered see His Godhead shine. Yea, behold
His glory, glory as of the only-begotten from the Father.
This will fix our eyes, the eyes of our heart, fix our eyes on
a living Person, centre them on Him. Yea, we may learn
to say with Paul, “I know Him.” Yea, to say, “I love
Him,” and with exceeding longing to cry, “Come, Lord
Jesus.”

C. M. LuxMOORE.

WEe saw Thee not, when Thou didst tread,
O Saviour, this our sinful earth;

Nor heard Thy voice restore the dead,
And wake them to a second birth :

But we believe that Thou didst come,

And quit for us Thy glorious home.

We were not with the faithful few
‘Who stood Thy bitter cross around,
Nor heard Thy prayer for those who slew,
Nor felt that earthquake rock the ground,
We saw no spear wound pierce Thy side:
Yet we believe that Thou hast died.

No angel’s message met our ear,
On that first glorious Lordly Day,
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“The Lord is risen, He is not here:
Come, see the place where Jesus lay!"”

But we believe that Thou didst quell

The banded powers of Death and Hell.

We saw Thee not return on high;
And now, our longing sight to bless,
No ray of glory from the sky
Shines down upon our wilderness :
Yet we believe that Thou art there,
And seek Thee, Lord, in praise and prayer.

“AND THERE HE PROVED THEM.”

SucH has ever been characteristic of the way of God with
His people, which we are instructed to know and believe
is “ perfect ” (Psalm 18, 30) and “right” (Psalm 107. 7);
albeit the same may be difficult to understand and hard to
explain, except as ‘ through faith, it is understood” (Heb.
11. 3), and by wisdom, that ebserveth therein—

“, . . the hand that guided,
the heart that planned”;

“even these shall understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord” (Psalm 107. 43).

Then, again, * theeway of the wilderness” (Exod. 13, 18)
reveals that way, in contrast to ‘“the way of the land,”
which latter, because of the advantages it affords of a
“near” way, and the “usual” way, is oftentimes, indeed,
mistakenly thought to be, and wrongly accepted as, the
right way, The way of the wilderness, too, as the way of
God, can never be discerned by the natural eye, nor appre-
ciated by the natural heart. Such will only and ever say
thereof, as a Pharaoh of old, “ The wilderness hath shut them
in.”  Yet, as led by God thereinto, and walking with Him
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therein, do they know the greatest of all possibilities, and
enjoy the most blessed of all privileges, which is also the
first and greatest of the expectations and desires of God
concerning His people, affording them the opportunity of
expressing their subjection and devotion to Himself, so
appreciatively and approvingly spoken of in' the words of
Jeremiah 2. 3. Graphically descriptive, too, of the purpose
of God in the way of the wilderness do these words of the
poet speak :—

“In the desert God will teach thee,
‘What the God that thou hast found;
Patient, gracious, powerful, holy,
All His grace shall there abound.”

Here, indeed, is to be found the school of God, whereby,
in all the variedness of its circumstances and need, will
cause and occasion arise for us fo prove Him, in all the ex-
ceeding tenderness and graciousness of His heart, and suffi-
ciency and power of His arm; causing us to know Him in a
fuller measure and a more perfect manner, and because thus
known, to be trusted, loved, honoured and obeyed. All
this, while revealing one purpose of His way, is not the
only one; and to this we would now desire to direct atten-
tion.

The words at the head of this paper, “ And there He
proved them’ (Exod. 15. 2b), declare another purpose which
He had, as well as another object which He sought.
Marah’s circumstance and experience is the occasion and
means of His so doing. Doubtless it was an altogether un-
expected as well as unappreciated experience. They are
evidently disappointed ; and disappointment here, as, alas!
it so often does, finds expression in the murmuring spirit
and in the murmuring word.

Again, as is so oftentimes the case, the leader is blamed.
‘What shortsightedness indeed! What walking by sight
and occupation with the circumstances, instead of occupa-
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tion with God; discerning therein His perfect way, His
wise permitting, as well as His manner of training. “And
there He proved them.” Alas! what a proving! The first
trial, the first difficulty, and there is a break-down. The
song of triumph so quickly ceases, and the murmur takes
its place. And what are we? Are we any better than
they ? No, in no wise, as, alas! so often our behaviour in
similar circumstances proves. The first trial it may be—an
unexpected circumstance ; or it may be disappointment in
some one or another, and the result murmuring, complaining,
and fault-finding with persons and things, which oftentimes
but indicate “an evil heart of unbelief in departing from
the iving God”; and is but the beginning of an end so
exceedingly sad and solemn. Marah’s trial and Marah’s
experience but gives opportunity for another display of
God’s power, and a further unfolding of His character, even
as Jehovah-Ropheka, Jehovah thy Healer; in association
with “ diligently hearkening to His voice, and obediently
doing that which was right in His sight.”

A further circumstance and occasion of Jehovah’s prov-
ing of His people is presented in Exod. 16, 4, “ that I may
prove them, whether they will walk in My law or no.”
Connected with this, we find in Deut. 8. 3, “He suffered
them to hunger.” He could easily have done otherwise ;
there was no limit to His sources, no end to His supplies, as
He afterwards proved; yet He suffered them to hunger.
Again, it is “His perfect way " ; again, is it “ His wise
permitting,” thus to act, or rather, this time, to delay in
acting, in order that He might prove them. True, their
circumstances appear dark and dreadful. As far as eye can
see and mind can conceive there seemed no possibility nor
probability of their needs being met. To die in the wilder-
ness is indeed a terrible calamity; yet the many, whose
carcases did strew the wilderness, did not die for lack of
bread, but because of disobedience. His way was in the
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wilderness. Could they not trust Him in the way of His
choice ? If they depart from Him and go out of His way,
then might they well be afraid, but not otherwise. He
who called them and brought them there is “faithful,” and
“able,” too, as well as faithful. “I will rain bread from
heaven for you.” “At evening ye shall eat flesh, and in
the morning ye shall be filled with bread, and ye shall
know that I am the Lord your God” (Exod. 16, 12). Yet
that solemn word remains, “I have heard your murmur-
ings.” Was there any cause for such, after all? Was it
not but the heart away from God, and the longing after
Egypt; and “the remembrance of the fish, the cucumber
and melons,” etc., instead of ‘remembering all the way
that the Lord God had led them ”? We would yet desire to
trace this subject further, and look at another circumstance
which was occasion for Jehovah’s proving of His people.

The very solemn and oft-repeated warnings from Jeho-
vah to His people agajnst idolatry reveal the terrible sin
thereof in His sight. Jealous of His place and portion in
the affection and appreciation of His people—to allow any
one or anything to usurp that place, or receive that portion,
caused His sore displeasure, and drew forth His sore
judgments. ‘Thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might”
(Deut. 8. b) revealed the portion He considered His due,
and which He claimed, even the undivided affection of
an undivided heart.

“Let us go after other gods, . . . and let us serve
them ” (Deut. 13, 2). Who says so? A prophet! at
least, one who pretends to be a prophet, and who seems
able to give some evidence in support of his claim, such
at least as is sufficient to mislead and entrap the simple,
who believe every word (Prov. 14, 15), and such as may be
guided by circumstances. 1f the words and the sign are
accepted, as, alas ! they often are right off, unquestioningly,
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such become but easily ensnared in the snare of the Devil.
But is there no call to “ try the spirits ”’ ; no responsibility
to test both persons and things, however great and godly
their pretensions, or however venerable the things, and to
test them by the alone safe and unerring test of the Word
of the Lord ?

Surely ! surely ! Has Jehovah spoken ? then let His voice
be heard, let His word be appealed to. * Thou shalt have
none other gods before Me.” ¢ Ye shall not go after other
gods” (Deut. 5. 7, 6, 14). This should surely be suffi-
cient, which proved effective enough to repulse the arch
enemy, the Devil, in Matt. 4. 10. Sufficient indeed for the
one whose heart is true and devoted to Jehovah, and who
has an ear to hear, and only to hear Him. Then again,
“Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet or
that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God provETH
you, to know whether ye love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul” (Deat. 13, 3).

Once more His perfect way is seen, in the permitting of
His wisdom, to test the people. Herein was the manner of
His proving them as to the reality of their love, and the
measure of their love. All very well to speak and sing of
our love in loud tones and endearing expressions, but when
the test comes, what about it then? It may be in the
words of the false prophet, or now rather the false teacher
(see 2 Peter 2, 1-3 compared with Acts 20, 29, 30), or in the
words of the near and dear friend (see Deut. 13, 6); yet such
may be but after all Jehovah’s instrument and means for
the proving of His people, and of testing their condition.

Does not the hearkening to the words of such but be-
token the ear turned from the Word of the Lord, and the
easily and readily turning aside out of the way but evidence
the fact of the heart already away, yea, far away, from the
living God, or the going back to that from which, with
loud voice and seeming sincerity in the past, they pro-
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claimed God had delivered them, cause us to wonder if
after all there was any reality in it? ¢ Wherefore (as the
Holy Spirit saith, To-day if ye shall hear His voice, harden
not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of tempta-
tion in the wilderness, when your fathers tempted Me, proved
Me, and saw My works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved
with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their
heart, and they have not known My ways. So I sware in
My wrath they shall not enter into My rest), take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of un-
belief, in departing from the living God ” (Heb. 3, 7-11).
Davip Swurrs.

THE WAY OF HOLINESS.

TaERE are seven things said of the “ Way of Holiness”
(Isaiah 35, 8-10), which should commend it to all who are
born of God. No doubt literally the way will be trodden
by God’s earthly people in their return to Zion, but the
statements regarding it are highly profitable for consider-
ation on our journey homeward.

It 15 A HicEway

open to all the redeemed. Nevertheless, he who would
tread that way must be prepared to face many difficulties,
and press onward at all costs, yea, to deny himself, take
up his cross daily, and follow Christ.

A Way or HoniNEss,

Holiness is beauntiful; God Himself speaks of “The
Beauty of Holiness.” Holiness is God-likeness, and what,
in all this world of varied beauties, is more beautiful than
the life spent in communion with God, and which is con-
sequently God-like—beautiful at home, beautiful in the
world, beautiful in the assembly ?
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A Way or CLEANNESS.

“The unclean shall not pass over it.” Perhaps one of
the deepest notes in the suffering of our Lord was struck
when He exclaimed, “I sink in deep mire, where there is
no standing.” The mire of our sin and self-pleasing!
What is more unbecoming than one who has been bought
by Precious Blood continuing to seek delight in that which
caused His soul so much pain?

A Way or CoMPANIONSHIP.

“And He shall be with them walking in the way”
(Newberry Margin). “ And Enoch walked with God!”
How delightfully refreshing these words ring out across
the ages. A man subject to like passions as we are, and
yet in the midst of darkness and confusion he walked with
(God. And it is gloriously possible that the remainder (at
least) of our lives might be summed up in the words,
¢ He or she walked with God.”

In this companionship lies the secret of being at all able
to tread the way of Holiness. Doctrines, past experiences,
or anything else apart from Christ, are utterly unable to
maintain us in the path of separation, But in Him is
abundant provision for every step of the journey.

It 1s A Praiy Wav.

“The wayfaring man, yea, fools shall not err therein.”
Amid the din and confusion of tongues around, he who is
in this way will be able to retire into the presence of the
Great Teacher, and there, sitting at His feet, learn from His
own lips, through the Word, the secrets of His Will; and
thus waiting on the Lord the way will be made plain, when
the self-chooser is in doubt and uncertainty, or perhaps ont
of the way altogether.

A SarE Wav.

“No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast go up
thereon.” How often is the word throngh Peter sadly,
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practically demonstrated, ¢ Your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour.”
And how many we have seen devoured. How cheering
then are the words, * No lion shall be there.” Truly some-
times, in looking forward, we, like Bunyan’s Pilgrim,
imagine there is a lion in the way. But when we reach
the dreaded point we find the way is clear, for the lion is
chained and cannot reach the *Safe Path.”

It 1s A Harpy Wavy;

for ‘the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
with singing unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” So in this path we
may even now take up the song of joy and victory, which
shall roll from our ransomed lips through all eternity.

Beloved fellow-saint, are you counting all things but loss
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our
Lord, and thus seeking to walk this path, with and for
Him, day by day? If not you may start even now, and if
you do so you will find ere long that you, who hitherto
may have been a deadweight in the things of God, will be
a power for Him, in your home, in the world, and in the
assembly, and, above all, He will receive His portion, for
“ ye are not your own.”

LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF GIDEON,
1L

In Judges 7. 2 we read, “ And the Lord said unto Gideon,
The people that are with thee are too many for Me to give
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them-
selves against Me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.”
Here, then, is a definite reason why Jehovah could not, with
the 32,000, give deliverance to Israel. His own glory and
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the good of His people are at stake. Would it-not be well that
we should question ourselves if our God is not kept from
using us sometimes for a similar reason? For He knows
the pride of our hearts as we do not. Otherwise we would
assuredly know that the need for weakening was great, and
we are persuaded that if the oft-repeated cry that goes up
to God from us—viz., that He would work through us—
were answered, it would certainly be often detrimental to
God’s glory and our own good; and we might well ask
ourselves the question as to the motive that causes us to be
one amongst the many who profess to be ready to fight the
battles of the Lord. Oh, have we counted the cost? Havs
we entered into His thoughts of the disgrace to His Name,
because of the condition His people are in? May God
indeed find us to be such as He can work through unto His
people’s deliverance, having cleansed ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of the Lord ; and as we see the battle is against the foe
that has brought into and keeps His people in hondage, let:
us seek to discriminate between His born-again ones around
us, their need of deliverance and the enemy that is within,
around, and against them ; that, while we cry to God
mightily against these, that He may be pleased to wage war
through us against them, that our efforts be not directed
thus against that which is of God in them. Remembering,
meanwhile, that our weapons are not carnal, but spiritual
and mighty, throngh God, to the pulling down of strong-
holds.

Now in verse 3 we get the first test : ‘ Whosoever is
fearful and afraid, let him return early from Mount Gilead.”
Fearful and afraid ; yes, for some might peradventure
vaunt themselves against Jehovah, and say, ¢ Mine own hand
saved me.” And does it not tell us that 22,000 are there in
their own strength, instead of in the strength of Jehovah,
and therefore in the hour of victory would assuredly glory
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in self? Courage that is natural will notavail. Moses in his
day, after slaying an Egyptian, looked this way and that
way, but not up, and the day following, when he would act
as peacemaker, the words, ¢ Wouldst thou kill me as thoun
didst the Egyptian yesterday ?’ were sufficient to cause
Moses to fly in terror. But forty years after he fears not to
stand before Pharaoh, because now God is with him. And is
not the Apostle Paul heard saying, in 2 Timothy 4. 16,
17, “ At my first answer no man stood with me, but all
men forsook me. I pray God it may not be laid to their
charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood by me”? And who
amongst us has ever seen a work of and for God that had
not more or less of this in it? The many soon became the
few, as the novelty wore off. When the stern realities began
to dawn on them and profession is put to the test, it is then
seen to be just what it is, as distinguished from that which
is the outcome of God working in us to will and to do of
His good pleasure.

Yes, what is superficial God’s test will reveal, and so
22,000 returned, and one wonders what the thoughts of
such must have been. Not such as God can use. How
solemn! how humbling! Doubtless there would be those
who excused, as well as those who accused, themselves
amongst them. Ah, me! for the many who excuse them-
selves in these days, who, having put their hand to the
plough, look, and then turn back. It may have been
because they were not honoured as they expected, did
not get their own way, or had not found in the brethren
what they would have found in their Lord, if they had been
engrossed with Him as such. But, after all, these and the
many other reasons may have been but the tests that
revealed the underlying motive, and that told out that God
had not brought them there, and was not, therefore, with
them in it. These are as valiant now in opposing the truth
as for a brief hour they were in supporting it.
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Verse 4: “Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are yet
too many.” Startling indeed this must have been to
Gideon, so contrary to reason, especially when amongst the
remaining 10,000 there are none who are fearful and afraid.
But Jehovah has yet to test these, for it is not enough that
they are prepared and willing to face the foe. But God’s
test will reveal those who are truly eager to do so, and
those who are not. Yes, beloved, for it is without doubt
that many are at the Gospel meeting, and other meetings
as well, whose being at such meetings must not be mistaken
for any great desire or eagerness to support the work.
And what of those who are at home ? who, of course, have an
excuse ; but the shallowness of it tells beyond doubt of the
absence of desire. Indeed, have we not sometimes been
ashamed for their sakes, as we listened to these excuses?
And the very few who are to be seen at the open-air
meeting surely speaks loudly; and yet even amongst these
few there may be found such as are willing, yet really not
in earnest. Even an earthly master wants willing and
earnest service.

In obedience to Jehovah, we read in wverse 5: Gideon
brought them down to the water: and Jehovah said unto
Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his
tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set aside by
himself ; likewise every one that boweth down on his knees
to drink. And the number of them that lapped putting
their hand to their mouth was 300 men. And in verse 7:
The Lord said unto Gideon, By the 800 men that lapped
will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine
hand : and let all the other people go every man to his
own place. No doubt the 300 desired to face the foe,
as seen in that they had no time for preliminaries, such
as getting down on their knees, but simply lapped the
water with their hands. Their thoughts are not of them-
selves and their comfort, but of the work before them,
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and thus they tell out what they are engrossed with, and
that they have so really laid hold on Jehovah, and suffered
Jehovah to lay hold on them, that they are not only
not afraid, but eager to be about His business ; and we
feel no doubt that others with a little spiritual discern-
ment observe the indifference that we seek to hide and
cover by excuses, and did we but live in all” the solemnity
of the thought that the omniscient eye of Jehovah
sees the motive, we would become such as would
accuse ourselves, instead of excusing, and the test
as applied to Gideon’s 10,000 would cause us to be
set aside as unfit. May we, therefore, learn before it is
too late that no man that warreth entangleth himself
with the affairs of this life, that he may please Him
that has chosen him to be a soldier, strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might, and, moreover, realizing
that there is no time to waste. In verse 8 we read: So
the people, even the 800, took victuals and their
trumpets ; a feeble company in themselves, with nothing
about them but what was in keeping therewith. The
victuals speaking of the need of sustenance, for surely
those who know that in themselves they are nothing
will be the last to neglect taking with them His
word.  The ability to fight will be little unless
we feed on that in the apprehension of the great
need. Would there was more of this before using
the trumpet.

Verse 9: It came to pass that same night Jehoveh said
unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I
have delivered it into thine hand. But if thou fear, go
thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host; and
thou shalt hear what they say; and afterwards shall thy
hands be strengthened. Here then in wondrous grace
Jehovah allays the last lingering doubt in Gideon’s heart,
unsolicited by him, that which he perhaps was ashamed



242 NEEDED TRUTH.

to express, but which was seen by Jehovah. Verse 13:
And when Gideon was come down, behold there was a
man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold,
I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled
into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote
it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along.
And so we see Jehovah already working with the enemy,
revealing to themselves the judgment that is about
to overtake them, and using them unto strengthening
the hands of Gideon against them.

Now if the first of these three tests deals with and ex-
pels the fearful from amongst them, and the second reveals
the purpose of heart and consecration, separating from them
all who lack that, the third is towards the enemy unto
causing fear to possess them, on the one hand, and unto
causing confidence to possess Gideon on the other. For that
cake of barley bread may speak also of God’s word, that
which speaks of judgment to all who are in opposition to
God, and yet is the very means of sustaining and encourag-
ing His own, who would seek to be obedient to Him. It is,
therefore, no wonder that Gideon returns unto the host,
and says, “ Arise, for Jehovah hath delivered into your
hend the host of Midian.” Now that is what Jehovah had
said to Giideon before he went down, as in verse 9, telling
us that at last we have Gideon in the very mind of
Jehovah, regarding what he is about to do, able to use
the very words because he has taken in the mind of
Jehovah contained in the words. Not handing on to
others that which has not first stimulated himself. But,
like the Apostle Paul, he believed, and therefore spoke;
and in verse 16 we learn he divided them into three
companies, and into each one’s hand he put a trumpet
and an empty pitcher. Surely not to speak of what they
were, but of what Jehovah was; and yet so equipped they
are prepared to meet the enemy. For, beloved, let us one
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and all know that if we poor earthen vessels were only
like Gideon’s pitchers, empty and then broken—empty
that we might be filled by His Spirit and Word, broken
that out of us these might shine—we might then also
listen to the exhortation to Isaiah, “Lift up thy voice
like a trumpet; cry aloud and spare not.”

Thus would our words be to more purpose. For God,
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the
power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled,
cast down, perplexed, persecuted, always bearing about
in the body the putting to death of the Lord Jesus.
The earthen vessel is thus ever and anon broken that
the light may shine forth, even as the life of Jesus is
lived by us, as it is also written of Him, “In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men.” For the light
that was in Him was so lived out by Him that it became
the light of men. But, ah me! what a humbling on
His part as is set forth in Phil. 2, 8! May we aspire to be
imitators thereof, as indeed we must be if, like Gideon,
we would know what it is to stand with our emptied,
broken selves, the light within so shining out from us
that others cannot fail to see it. Accompanying this
there shall also be that which they shall hear, as we
bear testimony through lip, as well as life. The Lord
will, as in the case of Gideon and his 300, do the rest.
May we really be found such servants, so that we may
also have many such victories, and the glory shall be His
unto the ages of the ages. Amen,

‘W. ROBERTSON.
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ISATAH 21. 11, 12,

“ Watcnman, what of the night? Watchman, what of
the night?”

We hear the call resounding through the darkness

Like clarion note, striking the midnight air,

Waking the slumbering echoes all around us,

And reaching now the waking watchman’s ear.

“What of the night?” the question is repeated;

And still we hear it sounding through the gloam,

‘While many a saint is weary with long watching,

Yet patient waiting, till the Master come.

All through the long, dark night of sin and sorrow
We hear the whole Creation’s waiting groan,

Until ’tis freed from death’s dark cloudy shadow,
When the redeemed of God are gathered home.

OhL, joy! we hear the watchman’s answering message,
“The morning cometh!” Morning bright and clear,
Without one cloud to mar the glorious brightness

Of our glad Morning Star, when He'll appear.

“tA little while,” and ye shall not behold Me,
Again a little while and I'll return;

I'm only going home a while before you,

And where I go, there ye shall quickly come;
Within My Father’s home are many mansions,
More glorious far than this world’s best abode;
And while I am away I shall prepare you

A place of rest, after earth’s weary load.”

Then, through the night of Christ, our Lord’s rejection,
'Midst sin and death, neglected and despised,

We'll wait and watch to do His Will unshaken,
Counting but loss what once we dearly prized.

“* The morning cometh,” when we’ll meet our Saviour,
Whom, seeing not, yet now we dearly love;

So through the night we seek to please the Master,
Who bought us with His own most precious blood.
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“The morning cometh,” and the night comes also ;
A solemn word to those who have withstood,

‘Who have despised, till now, the gracious message
Of sins forgiven, through faith in Jesus’ blood.
Peace hath been made, and pardon is procured
And offered free to all who do believe.

So now “enquire, return,” and come to Jesus,
That now the life He gives you may receive.

The day of grace will very soon be over,

The night of judgment now is drawing on,

When those who will not have Him as their Saviour
Shall stand before Him at the great White Throne.
No mercy then, no pardon will be offered,

No peace, no joy, no rest to be obtained,

No words of love, no gracious message profferred :
Nothing but. judgment now for those ordained.

“What of the night?” Brethren in Christ, awaken
And sound the warning message all around ;
Let sinners be aroused, from death to hasten,
And fly to Christ, where life alone is found.
G. T. REEVE.

Ruestion and dnstoer,

‘If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching,
whether it be of God.”—Jokn 7. 17.

QuesrioN 130.—How should a child of God act if he finds
that which is recognised as church of God rejecting or putting
aside the Truth? Should he withdraw himself from it, or
what ?

This question involves matters of much importance to
the welfare of the assemblies; we have, therefore, sought
to answer it at some length, and as the Lord has given
light on the subject.

First, we would say, we are never called upon to separate
from a church of God, If that with which we have been
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associated as church of God has so failed that it is not
possible longer to recogmise it as such, then the principle
we find in 2 Tim. 2, 21 comes in, and those seeking to do
the will of God will withdraw from the place and associ-
ation where His will cannot be carried out. Buthow and
when is such a solemn step to be taken ?

This touches another question which we have received : —

How and by whom is a new assembly constituted ?

Let us bear in mind that a church of God is as much
a divine creation as is a child of God. The instrumentality
used for the gathering of saints, and that which is used for
the conversion of a sinner, may be similar, but yet we can
never make a sinner a saint nor yet an assembly of people
an assembly or church of God. A church of God is Temple
of God (1 Cor. 3. 16), whilst a child of God is Temple of
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6. 19). Grace makes a sinner a child
of God through faith and a temple of the Holy Spirit.
Failure on the part of a Christian will not alter his position
as a child, nor the fact of his being Temple of the Holy
Spirit, for such a one is sealed by the Spirit unto the day
of redemption. That Spirit may be grieved in us, and
His witnessing with our spirit to our sonship hindered,
yet our individual standing before God in His infinite
grace and mercy remains unaltered.

The disowning of one who has been received into an
assembly—that is, their being put out of the fellowship—
will be carried out, we believe, on the same principle that
they were received in; we are not aware of any case in
Scripture where an individual is called upon to act on his
own responsibility in this solemn matter. How, we would
ask, was such a one brought into the fellowship? Was it
not by the assembly acting with and through its overseers ?
How would one then be put out of a church of God?
Surely in the same manner, unless we find some very clear
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teaching in the Word of God to the contrary. What then
applies to the smaller applies to the larger; but there is
this difference between the child of God and the church
of God,—although put away and no longer owned as such,
the former, as we have said, continues a child of God,
but the latter, when judged and separated from, is so acted
towards because it has ceased to be a church of God and
is no longer Temple of God nor of the House of God, for
the latter is spoken of as a conditional thing (Heb. 3. 6).
House of God and church of living God we find connected
in 1 Tim. 3, 15 as the place where the truth of God abides.

If then the solemn step of disowning a company of saints
has to be taken, we would ask the question, By whom and
in what way was it first received, as gathered of God in
accordance with His will? or, in the words of our second
question, “How and by whom is a mew assembly con-
stituted ?””  We cannot for a moment imagine that any
less careful and prayerful attention should be ours in the
reception of the larger thing than is called for in the
reception of the smaller, and if the church acting with
and through its guides receives an individual, and also
puts such a one away when called upon so to do by the
Word of God, surely it will be the churches of God that
will receive an assembly, acting again with those who
guide, and it will be the churches acting in a like manner
that will separate from an assembly that has ceased to be
“Pillar and ground of the truth,” and ceased, therefore,
to be church of God.

If an individual is not called upon to gather an assembly
together on his own responsibility, surely an individual
will never be called upon to judge and put away a whole
assembly upon his individual responsibility. An assembly,
we understand, is formed by the power of God working
through those who are gifted in the gospel in fellowship
with the guides of the nearest already formed a'ssemblies,
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and an assembly that can be no longer recognised as church
of God, and has ceased to be Temple of God, will be dealt
with in like manner—that is, it will be separated from
by the united action of the assemblies in its locality.
The past may well have taught us some of the
terrible evils that arise out of individual action, However
well meaning it may be, our action as individuals is too
often affected by our personal feelings, and we believe that
the man who is best acquainted with himself will be the.
last to act upon his own individual judgment, but will
seek the godly fellowship and guidance of others, But
some may say, What Scripture do you base your teaching
upon? “Let all things be done decently and in order”
(1 Cor. 14, 40). Where is the decency or order, or where is
the authority for one on his own responsibility to gather
together saints without ever seeking the fellowship of
those with whom they will expect shortly to be associated ?
Or, again, where is the authority for an individual to put
one out of an assembly, or to reject and disown that which
has been recognised as church of God? Another scripture
that bears on this subject we find in 1 Peter 5, 2. Here we
see the joint responsibility placed upon the elders, not of
an assembly, but of many assemblies. Also notice, in
1 Cor. 1, 2, the responsibility rests not upon Corinth alone,
but upon all that call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ in every place, both theirs and ours; so that the
putting away of chap. 5, was a united action of Corinth
first, then of others, So, surely, will it be with the disowning
of an assembly: one will not act alone, but will act with
the fellowship and in conjunction with others; so that the
judgment may be of weight and the purposes of God in
it fulfilled, not in the hastiness of the flesh or through
personal feeling, remembering that ‘the wrath of man
worketh not the righteousness of God.” J. A, B,
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“ BRING THEM TO ME.”

Tae Blessed Master had just heard of the death and
burial of John the Baptist, and, turning to the Twelve, who
had returned from their mission, He said, ‘“ Come ye your-
selves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile.” Thus He
took them to the place where they might learn lessons
they never could have learned in the city. It was neces-
sary they should get to know Him in the wilderness, in
order that they might be fitted for the pathway their feet
had to tread.

The people, somehow or other, got to know of His pur-
pose, and flocked in thousands from the cities and villages
around to that lonely spot, in search of Him. When the
Lord Jesus arrived at the place, He beheld the multitudes,
like sheep having no shepherd. His heart was moved with
compassion, and He healed their sick ones one by one, At
the touch of His hand or the word of His mouth sickness,
disease, and infirmity fled. Gladness filled many hearts
in that throng: lame ones that may never have walked
danced in the joy of their hearts ; eyes that had never
gazed upon Nature’s wondrous beauties were filled, for the
first time, with the glories of that scene; ears upon which
the sweet tones of loved ones’ voices had never fallen were
listening with full hearts to Him who spake as never man
spake. The power of God was manifested in healing them,
and the love of God in teaching them.

The sinking sun reminds the disciples that the day is
far advanced, and, the place they were in being a desert,
they came to Him, and said, “Send the multitudes away,
that they may go into the villages and buy themselves
victuals.” But He said, “They have no need to go away ;
give ye them to eat.” They look at their little store—

M
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five barley loaves and two small fishes—then at the
hungry crowds—five thousand men and, it may be, as
many women and children. What are they amongst so
many ? Looking at it from a human standpoint, it seemed
like mockery to ask the hungry thousands to sit down to
such a store. They were at their wits’ end, when He said,
“Bring them to Me.,” He took the five loaves and two
small fishes into His hands, blessed, and brake, and gave
them to the disciples to give to the sitting crowds. Oh,
how fully the omnipotent power of His Godhead shines out
here, as the loaves and fishes go on multiplying, until
every soul is fully satisfied, and twelve baskets gathered up
from the green grass of the remaining fragments. Only
five loaves and two fishes, carried on the head of a lad, to
begin with; now twelve baskets full, and, it may be,
almost ten thousand persons fed.

Surely that desert scene proclaimed Him to be God
manifest in flesh. Here the inwrought gold in the High
Priest’s garments shines out., No law in Nature could
account for that wondrous miracle. No power of man
could have brought it about. It took the omnipotent
power of God to do it. Little is much when in His hands,
and weakness is strength when it leans upon Him.

May we not draw some helpful lessons from such a scene ?
—lessons that will cheer and encourage us, as we find our-
selves in a desert in very deed, with need deep and real on
every hand. See the teeming thousands of hungry men
and women all around us, led on, by the masterly skill of
Satan, to a never-ending eternity of misery and woe. Who
will cause them to sit down on the green grass, and fill
their hands with the bread of life? Our hearts are moved
as we see the surging crowds move on to the brink of that
awful abyss. But, looking at ourlittle store of time, and
talent, and means, our hearts may well fail us, as we say,
“What can we do to meet such infinite need ?” Hear that
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voice, coming down from the very presence of God,
“Bring them to Me.” 8o, bring our all, and lay it at His
feet. But it must be our all. The disciples gave every
loaf they had into His hands. It matters not how little
we have, but it must be all we have.

The same hands of omnipotent power will take it up;
and who can tell what wondrous things He will do with
it? Careless ones convicted, weary ones rested, hungry
ones fed, and abundance left for us when others are full.
‘We measure the need by His power, and not by our store,
and our hearts are cheered.

His powER, that is not limited by the laws of Nature, but
as in a day gone by, so to-day. He works wondrous
miracles with the most unlikely means. Not now only in
meeting the need of the body, but in meeting the need of
the soul, which, according to His own word, is of far more
value than the body.

The evening’s sun of this world’s long day of grace
sheds light upon a scene more wonderfully great than that
we have just been contemplating, for Jehovah Jesus, from
His throne of grace and glory, feeds the perishing multi-
tudes with the Bread of Life, using the most feeble
instruments to accomplish His glorious work.

F. VErNAL.

(‘ Bring Him to Me,” in continuation of this subject, to
appear, God permitting, in December.)
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WE ARE THE LORD'S.
(Rowm. 14. 8.)

It is of the first importance that we should know of whom
these words are spoken; if we turn to the beginning of
the epistle, we shall see to whom it was written. Chapter
1. verse 7 says, “ To all that are in Rome, beloved of God,
called to be saints”: that is, to all the saints at Rome, not
to all that be in Rome, but to all that be in Rome, be-
loved of God, called saints: it is to all whom God has called,
to all whom the Father has sanctified (Rom. 9, 24, John
17. 17). To such, and only such, this is addressed.

The first thing we notice is, that if we are the Lord’s we
are not our own: that is the first conclusion which we
come to. So we are told ye are not your own, for ye are
bought with a price (1 Cor. 6. 20). Yet, alas! how often
do we act as though we were our own, and deny the
claims of Him who bought us with His own precious blood.

The next thing we notice is, if we are the Lord’s, and not
our own, all we have also belongs to the Lord: so it is
written, ¢ Ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a
price. Glorify God, therefore, in your body.”

“Not my own, but saved by Jesus,
Who redeemed me with His blood;
Gladly I accept the message,
I belong to Christ my Lord.

“Not my own, oh! not my own,
Jesus, I belong to Thee!
All T have, and all I hope for,
Thine for all Eternity.

“Not my own; my time, my talents,
Freely all to Christ I bring,
To be used in joyful service
For the glory of the King.”
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“I beseech you, therefore, brethrer, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able to God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12.).
Though we belong to God, yet God wants our service to bs

of love and freewill. “I beseech you . . . present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service.”” “My son, give Me thine heart.”

He only asks for His own, for that which we have no right
to withhold. For the law saith, “ Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might” (Deut. 6, ). And again He says,
“ Present yourselves unto God, as alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto
God” (Rom. 6. 13). It is “the love of Christ” which
“ constraineth us” to live, not unto ourselves, but unto
God, and unto Him that died for us and rose again. Oh
that God’s people would own and recognise the Lordship of
Christ ; but while this truth is assented to and recognised
as a doctrine, yet how few regulate their lives by it, to how
few is it a living truth, to how many is it a doctrine only!
Beloved, if we know these things, happy are we if we do
them.

While we see and know this truth, does not God hold us
responsible to do it? For he that knoweth to do the will of
God, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

“T beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God”; by the mercies of God—oh! how great are His
mercies towards them that fear Him! As far as the East
is from the West,so far hath He removed our transgressions
from us. As the heavens are high above the earth, so great
is His mercy towards them that fear Him, *“By the
mercies of God”; the mercy of God is too deep for us to
fathom, too high for us to reach the top, and too broad and
wide for us to measure, and too great for us to know ; for
it passes knowledge. We know that we are what we are
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through the grace of God alone, and by His mercy towards
us in Christ Jesus.

“We love Him because He first loved us.” Our love to-
wards Him is the outcome of His love towards us, and what
love to Him we owe! Truly it is but a small thing if we
give Him of His own, a heart subdued by the cross of
Christ Jesus as a thank-offering ; espacially as it is but.our
reasonable service, and as He entreats it of us, saying,
“My son, give Me thine heart.”

But whilst we see here that which ought to be with
every redeemed one, how do matters really stand? Let us
ask ourselves the question, how do we carry out the will of
God in this matter? Alas! His claims are almost entirely-
ignored by many professing Christians of to-day. Where
is that giving of the heart, that yielding of the members,
and that presenting of our bodies to Him ? “If ye love Me
keep My commandments,” says our Lord and Saviour.
“ He that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings’; “He
that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His command-
ments, i1s a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John
2. 4).

Next we will observe how we belong to the Lord. We
belong to Him by right of purchase—*Ye are bought.”
“Ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 7. 23). We belong
to Him also by His calling us and our calling in Christ
Jesus ; because He has also chosen us in Him, from before
the foundations of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before Him in love (Eph.1.4). Hesays, “ Yo
have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain” (John 15. 16). ‘ Herein is My
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be
My disciples.”

Another reason why we should yield our all to God is,
without it we cannot serve Him aright, and without it we
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cannot do His will ; for this is the will of God concerning
us, “that we should be holy and without blame before Him
in love’ ; this is the will of God concerning us, even our
sanctification (1 Thess. 4. 3). God has called us out of dark-
ness into His marvellous light. What for? With what
object ? That. we should show forth the excellencies and
the virtues of our Lord and Saviour,and manifest His name
to the world, and live to His praise (1 Peter 2. 9). God
called one man of all men upon the face of the earth; by
faith Abraham obeyed the call and went out from his
home, and kindred, and country, unto a place which he
should after receive as an inheritance. He went out not
knowing whither he went. God chose him, and of his seed
He chose a nation to be His own peculiar people, that He
might be their God, and that they might be His people,
and bring forth fruit to the praise of His great and holy
name.

But we know that they failed to bring forth the fruit of
that kingdom ; wherefore the Kingdom of God was taken
from them and given to a nation bringing forth the fruit
thereof (Matt. 21. 43), even to that “holy nation” spoken
of in 1 Peter 2, 9. For God hath . . . called us unto
holiness (1 Thess. 4. 7). Beloved, it is now high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at
hand : let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armour of light.

" As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according
to the former lusts, in your ignorance: but as He that hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversa-
tion. Because it is written, Be ys holy ; for Tam holy. And
pass the time of your sgjourning here in fear. Forasmuch
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood
of Christ. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be
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sober and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. I have
put God’s word before you, brethren, not because you know
it not, but because you know, and because I know, how
needful it is for us to be constantly reminded of these
things, and to stir up your pure minds by way of remem-
brance, and in hope that God our Father would speak
to you through these His words to the further carrying
out of His holy will and the extension of His kingdom,
and the glorifying of His holy name; and let us re-
member, brethren, that, as one has said, when we give
Him our all, we are at the best but unprofitable servants.

“If thou be righteous, what givest thou Him ?
Or what receiveth He of thine hand?
Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art,
And thy righteousness may profit a son of man.”

Seeing then, brethren, that it is only to our own profit to
walk in the paths of righteousness, for all her paths are
peace, let us give diligent heed to these things, that, when
our Lord cometh, He may find us watching; and blessed is
the man whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall find so
doing. Let us also seek with earnest care to keep in the
narrow way, to gather in the lost ones for whom our Lord
has died, and ever acknowledge Him in all our ways, and
remember Whose we are and Whom we serve, that we are
in very deed the Lord’s; lest, because iniquity abounds, our
love may wax cold. 'While here our service must necessarily
be imperfect: but when we see Him as He is, we will serve
as we ought, for “ His servants shall serve Him” (Rev.

22, 3).
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CONFERENCE NOTES.

EpinBureH., SEPTEMBER, 1898,

MRr. Davip Smita, Lanark, referred to Isaiah 40, 28-31,
and said that, when one considers the solemnity of opening
the lips to speak the Lord’s message, one is slow to rise;
nevertheless one feels bound to give expression to the
thoughts which have been passing through one’s mind
in waiting in the presence of God. It is important in
all things to begin right, and we can never do better at
meetings such as these than to begin with God Himself.

The opening words in the book of Genesis that speak
of the beginning bring us at once face to face with God.
“In the beginning Gop created the heavens and the earth.”
This brings us to the Great Worker in connection with His
work, and since that time it has ever been God’s desire to
make Himself known. In measure He is known by each
one of us who by grace are His, for “this,is life eternal,
that they should know Thee the only true God, and Him
‘Whom Thou didst send—Jesus Christ " ; but it is His desire
that we should know Him increasingly.

That life which has come to us from God by the opera-
tion of His Spirit through the Word can be satisfied with
nothing short of God Himself, even as we hear the Psalmist
saying, “ My soul thirsteth for God.” Nothing short of
this will satisfy, or can satisfy, the life that He has given,
It must be Himself, Himself, Himself.

In the light of this it is very interesting to look back
on the record of God’s dealings with His people in the past,
and to note the object and purpose of all His dealings with
them. All His actings toward them were clearly to bring
them to Himself, and to cause thetn to know Him in a
better and fuller manner, When Israel was in Egypt,
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under the galling yoke of Pharaoh, the cry arose from
their hearts to Jehovah for deliverance; and while in that
condition of servitude and need, He most blessedly answered
to their cry, and proved Himself a Saviour-God. In all the
sufficiency of His almighty power, He made Himself known
as their Deliverer and rid them of their bondage and brought
them to Himself. We find, on tracing the history of this
people stage by stage, that other circumstances arose which
they little anticipated, and each new circumstance enabled
Jehovah to reveal Himself further to them. They had not
walked many days in the wilderness when new needs arose,
and the cry unto the Lord is not now for deliverance from
Egypt, but, “ Who will give us bread to eat, who will give
us water to drink ?”7  Again in all His sufficiency He came
to their aid: “I will rain you bread from heaven,” and so
forth ; and these very circumstances became another oppor-
tunity to reveal Himself in a different character, and to
make Himself more fully known, for now they know Him,
not only as the Deliverer, but also as the Provider in the
wilderness. Great indeed was their need, but it only gave
Jehovah opportunity te display the exceeding greatness
of His power and sufficiency, and by so doing He would
teach them to know Him in a fuller measure.

“ Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary?” His arm is not
shortened that it cannot save, neither is His eye blind that
He cannot see, nor His ear deaf that He cannot hear; there
is no insufficiency with Him. Ofttimes, however, it is to
be feared, His people fail through limiting the Holy One
of Israel, and the circumstances and difficulties of the
pathway are viewed in the light of our own insufficiency
and our ever-failing resources, instead of taking God into
the circumstances and laying hold of Him to prove the
sufficiency of His power. ¢ Hast thou not known? hast
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thou not heard . . . that God fainteth not, neither is
weary ? there is no searching of His understanding.” . If
His people break down, it is not because He has failed, nor
because He is not able; nay, verily, “ God is willing " :
“God is able.” We must not lay the blame at His door,
but rather get down oun our faces before Him and confess
our weakness and failure, and own the dishonour and
reproach we have brought upon His name. Take heed lest
there be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God, for if the heart gets away
from Him, it only needs circumstances to arise to turn the
feet from the pathway of His pleasure; and all such break-
downs prove too clearly that long ago the heart was away
from the living God.

In Isaiah 40. 29 we read that  He giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength.” Power not to the self-sufficient, not to the self-
confident, but to the faint. The one who realizes his own
helplessness, and is conscious of his own insufficiency, is
in the very condition to prove the sufficiency of Jehovah’s
power and strength! He maketh perfect His strength in
weakness, and it has ever been the weak things and weak
people—weak in their own estimation—that God has taken
up and wrought His purposes through. He gives power to
the faint, and to the weak He increaseth strengtlh, thus
making Himself and His sufficiency known ; but those who
trnst to their natural strength must learn their weakness
through sorrowful failure: while they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint.

Turn now to Mal. 3. 6: “I am Jehovah, I change not.”
‘We bave been looking at the early days of the history of
this people, when God took them by the hand to lead them
out of Egypt and brought them unto Himself. In those
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days we find Him revealing Himself unto them by His new
name Jehovah, which speaks of relationship between His
people and Himself, and also making known His will to
them and giving them His ordinances to keep. In the book
of Malachi we see the closing days of the history of His
people. Great were the changes which had taken place in
their condition and circumstances : God’s will had been set
aside and His ordinances departed from, and all aronnd was
blight and barrenness, but still Jehovah remained the same
—4“T change not.” Here also would He reach the hearts of
His erring people and call for a return. A return to what?
To His ordinances? Nay, to Himself. Return unto Me, and
I will return unto you, said the Lord of Hosts. A return
unto His ordinances can only be accomplished so as to please
Him by first returning unto Himself. The heart away
from the living God caused His people to forsake His ordi-
nances, and before they could return to these the heart
must be right with Himself.

To-day Christians are heard to say that the times are
altered, the circumstances are different from what they
were at the first; yes, we freely own it: but Jehovah
changeth not. You may blame the altered circumstances,
and the changed days, if you will, but there is no reason
why you should, for He saith, “I am Jehovah, I change
not ' ; there is no alteration or change with Him. He is the
same as He was during the first days, and He still calls those
whose hearts are right with Himself to contend earnestly
for the Faith once for all delivered to the saints.

There is much in the book of Lamentations to cause the
eye to weep and the heart to break as we take our stand
with God’s prophet and behold the desolations of Israel,
caused by departure in heart and ways from Jehovah: but
in the midst of the failure and break-down of His
people, as a testimony for Him there is one abiding cause for
encouragement, praise, and rejoicing which our hearts should
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grasp and treasure increasingly in these days when depar-
ture from God and His ordinances marks all around. It is
found in these words, ¢ Lorp, THOU REMAINEST.”

Mr. Frank VerNALreferred to Acts 22, 14, and said that
the Apostle was here recounting what took place between
himself and Ananias, and therein is shown the purpose for
which the Lord laid hold of him in the midst of his perse-
cution of the people of God. “The God of our Fathers hath
appointed thee to know His will, and to see the Righteous
One.” This is also true concerning every Christian ; God’s
purpose is that they should “ know His will” in a greater
or lesser degree. It is likewise part of God’s purpose in
saving us that we shall see the face of Him who loved us
unto death in glory soon ; but for the present His purpose
is clearly shown to us in 1 Timothy 2. 3, 4, where we read :
“God our Saviour, who willeth that all men should be
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.”

God, in saving Paul, had a purpose, and let us be assured
that He has also a purpose in saving us.

Let us pause and stand still for a moment, and look back
to the Cross and on to the glory, and as we appreciate a
little of the constraining power of the love of Christ, let us
respond  to His appointment and value His purpose—even
that we should know His will.

In order that we might know this in practical experi-
ence, He has given us His Word and Spirit, that we might
thereby be led into all truth.

In Philippians 3. 10 the Apostle reveals to us a purpose
which was always before his heart: ¢ That I may know
Him and the power of His resurrection.” God made known
His ways to Moses, and His acts to the children of Israel;
thus learning God’s acts, the Israelites got to know God
when He manifested His omnipotent power, but Moses
learned God in a way that they did not know Him. Itis
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one thing for us to learn the Lord’s will in a degree at
least, but another thing altogether to know Hm. Oh!
fellow-saints, it may be our feet have trod the pathway of
obedience to the Lord as we passed through the waters of
baptism ; that we gather on the first day of the week to
break bread and drink wine with the Lord in our, midst,
and yet we may not be in close touch with Him. Paul
desired not only to know His will and to do it, but he
desired also to know Him; and nothing could satisfy the
heart of that servant of God but a deep personal acquaint-
ance with the Blessed Lord Himself.

There are many persons of whom we have read, but
whom we do not know personally. To know a person we
must walk with him, talk with him, come in personal
contact with him, be in constant companionship with him.
In like manner, if you are to know the Son of God, you
must walk in constant fellowship with Him, in the busy
street, by the quiet roadside, and, above all, in the closet ;
you must always have Him with you and before you. It
is impossible to know Him in any other way; you may
read and study the Word of God, and become acquainted
with the letter of His will, and yet not know Him, and,
therefore, never be in touch with the Master,

-In 2 Timothy we have depicted greatly altered days
from what we find in Acts 22., and that epistle brings us
to the closing days of Paul. As he looks back on his life’s
work—that work into which his whole heart and energy
had been thrown—on the right hand and on the left he
observes the marks of Satan’s power. ¢ All that are in
Asia,” he cried, * turned away from me.” Asia, that land
in which in days gone by he had witnessed the power of
God in saving and adding to the Lord, had now turned its
back on the servant of the Lord, and rejected the truth, and
as he thought on such failure, his heart burned within
him. Surely that word we were reading just now should
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come home with power to our hearts, “Jehovah changeth
not,” as we behold in this our day the sad evidences of the
failure of God’s beloved people, and their little desire to
lknow His will and perhaps less to do it.

The Apostle had trod the pathway, as we have seen in
Philippians 3., in constant touch with the Master; he had
known God in the administration of His power in saving
him through days of darkness and difficulty; he had learned
to know Him, and to have constant fellowship with Him,
and though seeing on all hands the marks of Satan’s work,
he could trust his God still, and cried in triumph, “Yet I am
not ashamed ; for I know Him whom I have believed, and
‘T am persuaded that He is able to guard that which I have
committed unto Him against that day ” (2 Tim. 1. 12). In
the days of sunshine he learned to know his God, so that
when the days of difficulty and testing came, his confidence
in God was unaffected, although everything around him
seemed to fail. He knew Whom he had believed, and, like
him, we must also know and trust our God, alike in the
days of difficulty as of sunshine.

Rome now has no power to stamp those who confess faith
in Christ beneath her iron heel as she once did; such diffi-
‘culties in the mercy of God are unknown to us: but there is
much in the present day that panders to the flesh, much in
this age to misdirect you from holding on a straight course
in the word of truth. Therefore the deep, deep need of
individually knowing Him, for there is no possibility of
wavering or turning from the once-delivered faith so long
as He fills the eye and heart.

No doubt it will cost us much to walk in abiding fellow-
ship with the Lord Himself in these days, for there is much
to intercept and hinder around us from so doing, but I do
not know any person or thing we have to guard against
more than ourselves. Paul kept his own ungodly flesh
under, from the beginning to the end of his pathway, and
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apart from so doing, he could never have known the over-
comer’s triumph which was his; and that through a path-
way of trials and temptations such as we will never be
called upon to tread.

Let us therefore hold fast the form of sound words, and
guard the good deposit through the Holy Spirit which
dwelleth in us.
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For Doung MWelievers.

“ As new-born babes, desire the milk of the Word, which is without
guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation.”—1 Peter 2. 2.

ABIDING PEACE.

“ THEREFORE being justified,” or “having been justified,
by faith, let us have peace with God” (Rom. 5. 1).

How many there are who have been justified, who have
been saved, but who do not know in daily experience
“peace with God.”

For some time after they were saved the joy of their
new-found treasure and the wonder of it all filled their
hearts, and there was no room for disquieting thoughts or
doubt of any kind. Jesus had died, and His death on the
Cross had put away their sin. They had known of His
death for sin, they had known about a Saviour; but never
before had they known that the Lord Jesus had died for
their sin, that the Lord Jesus was their Saviour, till that
little act of faith had brought it home to them and they
had joyfully accepted the precious “ gift of God.”

Oh, the glory of it! What a future of rest and peace
was theirs! What a shining pathway stretched before
them now! Would they ever have one dark hour? Could
one little minute’s gloom ever bvershadow their life again ?
At that time it seemed as though it were not possible.

But time has passed on, and difficulties, unexpected
difficulties, have cropped up. It seemed that it would be
so easy to live for the Lord who had died and brought them
so much ; but experience has brought knowledge of a war-
fare to be waged and of a conflict to be endured ; bitter and
unhappy failure has proved that their pathway was, after
all, not to be one of unalloyed brightness. They had gone
to God and told Him about it; but then they had to go
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back again and again with the same disheartening story of
failure and sin, till they were almost ashamed to seek the
face of the Lord at all. Instead of the peace that filled
their hearts when they believed, they now had only unrest
and misery, and the burden of it was growing daily; there
seemed to be no rest, no peace for them. The worst of it
was nobody else seemed to be this way. Every one was
happy enough. Every one else seemed to be enjoying
constantly these things that had now become only bitter-
ness to their hearts, because they could no longer be
enjoyed; and to hear others talking it would seem that
no one else ever experienced this kind of unhappiness.

Now, dear young brother or sister, if this has been any-
thing like your experience, have you not also found that at
this point doubts begin to arise? You begin to wonder if
you really are a child of God, if you really have been saved,
or if you ever have believed in the right way. Ah! this is
just the point we wish to arrest you at. Open the Word of
God at the fifth chapter of Romans, and read again the
verse quoted at the beginning of this paper.

When at the first the message of God’s love was brought
home to you, you believed it unquestioningly, and it
brought the peace and joy that you have lost. See now
what this verse says: ‘“ Having been justified by faith, let us
have peace with God.” Now do you not think that, instead
of not having believed in the right way at first, what is
really the matter is that you are not believing God to be a
faithful God? ¢ Having been justified by faith,” that is
what happened when you accepted God’s message at first—
you were justified by faith. Perhaps you did not under-
stand it. Perhaps you do not understand it now. That
does not matter; your justification was God’s work and
not yours. All that you did was to believe. “It is God
that justifieth,” and the counsels of hell cannot prevail
against that, even though doubts do arise in your heart..
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But the rest of the verse says, “ Let us have peace with
God,” and peace is just what you cannot attain to. The
reason is that you are trying to attain to it by your own
efforts, and losing sight of the fact that peace has been
made. Where would you have been to-day had you tried
to attain to justification? As far from it as you are
now from peace, and for the same reason. In Col. 1,20
God says that Christ has made peace by the blood of His
Cross: “Therefore having been justified by faith, let us
have peace with God” by faith also. Do you not see that
this peace depends upon Christ’s work, and not upon your
conduct or attainments after you are justified ; your peace
is of Christ’s making, as your justification is God’s doing.
And if your justification is an abiding thing, so your peace
is an abiding thing also. God has made both, and God
keeps both. You believed unto justification once; can you
not believe unto peace now? It is really a question of
belief: not a question of understanding about it; not a
question of your behaviour, or your feelings consequent
upon your behaviour ; but altogether a question of faith on
your part. So, ‘having been justified by faith, let us have
peace with God.” _

But what about your failure? What about your repeated
sin? 1 John 1, 9 is the place for that, and the one who
hears there the story of your failure, your endeavour, and
your failure again, is the faithful God—faithful to forgive
and faithful to cleanse if we confess. He has made peace at
the Cross as to the great question of sin, and He speaks
peace here to His penitent child on the question of sims.
“How often shall I forgive my brother?” Peter asked.
«Till seven times ?”’ And the Lord who hears you replied,
«“Not until seven times, but until seventy times seven.”
So your faith is called into exercise here again, and when
you ‘have confessed your sin, believe also.that the faithful
God has forgiven. The just shall live by faith. Not one
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act of faith exercised long ago, but faith going on day by
day and hour by hour, and affecting every part of the life;
faith in every word that God has spoken touching any part
of our life. Your faith at the first brought you into the
peace which God has made and which God keeps; your
daily faith will keep you in the enjoyment of the abiding
peace of God which passeth all understanding. Away with
doubt, then ; away with these disquieting fears. They are
the weakness which leads to fresh failure and deeper dark-
ness. ‘“Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, and
send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared ; for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

FORGIVENESS.

‘WHo amongst the Lord’s people does not experience from
time to time the humbling and the chastening which are
ours in the conscious forgiveness of our many sins and
failures by God? Even the grace which reached and
saved us for ever from the doom and judgment of our sins,
and caused us to rejoice in the precious knowledge of sins
forgiven, does not appear more wonderful and captivating
than that which bears with us from day to day as His
erring children, and, in spite of our constant unworthiness,
blesses us still. Who has not known their hearts to fill
and their eyes to overflow, as in the presence of their God
they have poured into His listening ear the continuous tale
of their wanderings and waywardnesses, and there have been
made to know and rejoice in the fulness and freeness of His
forgiveness ? He desires to have us near Himself without
a cloud between us and the enjoyment of His love; and if
this place of infinite blessedness is to be enjoyed, unjudged
sin cannot be tolerated, and the light of that love very
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quickly reveals the faintest departure in heart or the
smallest contraction of defillement in us. And how lovingly
‘He yearns over us when our hearts wander from their sure
anchorage in the enjoyment of the love of Christ ; and how
tenderly He deals with us in order to beget in us the desire
to return and spread out the entire tale of wandering in
His presence, so that He may have the joy of forgiving!

Some indication of His yearning desire toward His wan-
dering saints may be learned from His tender pleadings
with Israel in Hosea 14., where Jehovah is heard calling:
“0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn
to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and
receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our
lips.” This is what He waits and longs for in His back-
sliding people, and this is the object of all His strange
dealings with them, that they may learn the utter barren-
ness of a life spent at a distance from Him ; and no sooner
do they take into His presence words of contrition and
confession than He is heard gquickly to veply: “I will heal
their backsliding, I will love them freely ; for Mine anger
is turned away.” Well may we sing :—

“Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
And who has grace so rich and free?”

Say, dear reader, are you conscious of being to-day at a
distance from the Lord, conscious that the first love has
“waxed cold, and that the world has been stealing your heart
away from the enjoyment of your portion in Christ, that
you are consequently joyless and powerless, with a dark
cloud like a dismal pall hanging gloomily over your
spiritual life: scarcely knowing what is wrong, you are
dissatisfied with everything, discontented with every one?
Something is sadly wrong if this is your experience, and
it is not difficult to discern what it is: clearly Christ is not
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the altogether Lovely One to your soul. Other gods have
been ruling over your heart, which God would have to be
undividedly occupied with, and finding its every joy and
satisfying portion in, the Lord Jesus Christ. Listen! “I
will heal their backslidings, I will love them freely.” ¢ If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
(1-John 1. 9).

Therefore get you into the presence of Giod and have it
out with Him at once. Make no reserve—tell Him all, for
He knows all, and yearns to flood thy soul with the enjoy-
ment of His knowledge-surpassing love until, like Israel,
your rejoicing heart is heard to exclaim, “ What have I to
do any more with idols?”

SERVICE.

“ Lorp, what wilt Thou have me to do?” is often the
prayer that arises from our hearts, inspired by the constrain-
ing power of the love of Christ, but, perhaps, we sometimes
err in not listening to and discerning His reply. Has He
not spoken to one and all? Indeed, He has. “ Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” (Eccles. 9, 10).
“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold
not thy hand” (11. 6). There are many Christians who
seem to spend the greater part of their short lives on earth
looking for something to do for the Lord, but who never
appear to see the work which lies to their hand on every
side as they walk through life. God’s work may be a very
mean thing in the eyes of man, and that which will bring
us no praise or honour from the world or our brethren;
indeed, it is often something which no eye sees, and no
heart can rightly appreciate, but His. Yet work for Him
can surely be done by all, and that in a thousand ways in
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the circumstances of life in which He has been pleased to
place us.

This is really what makes the Christian’s life one long,
sunny day of song, when we take the Lord into everything,
and do every act, however little it may be, for Him, and
enjoying thus the sunshine of His love and presence in our
souls, it may be without speaking a word, our influence for
Him is felt, for He is there dwelling in our hearts by faith,
and shines through us.

Do we not sometimes merit the rebuke which Naaman
received from his servant ? “My father, if the prophet had
bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done
1it?” (2 Kings 5, 13). Oh yes, it is so grand and so noble
to do great things. If we could all do great things we

+would doubtless be all busily engaged. Could we only
astound our brethren with our knowledge or eloquence,
and cause all eyes to be fixed on us with expectancy, work
under such circumstances would be delightful, but there
might be very little for the Lord’s heart in it all. Alas! it
is to be feared that it is because we know Him so little that
we know also the service which glorifies Him so little! To
labour on in faithfulness to Him in obscurity and loneliness,
without a word of cheer or encouragement from human
lips, asking no other sunshine than the sunshine of His
{face, and no approbation but His own * well done,” is the
kind of service He desires, and for which, in some measure,
He has fitted each one. Little deeds of kindness can be
done for Him ; little words of love can be spoken for Him
by each one; a ray of light from His own shining presence
can reach, through us, to some poor, dark, sinner-souls, and
dispel for aye the gloom of nature’s darkness, and cause
them to bask in the same sunshine as ourselves, and in
turn - be light-givers to others. Then look upon His
beloved people! See the feeble knees, the hanging hands,
the disconsolate hearts, the grief-bowed heads; hear the
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sighs and groans ; witness some whose faith'seems waver-
ing, and they are on the verge of giving all up ; dark
clouds have long swept in fury across their sky, and loud
and long the unpitying storm of trouble and adversity has
thundered over their heads. Can we speak no strengthen-
ing, comforting word to such? Can we cause no ray of
sunshine to pierce through some rift in those dark clouds
to dispel their gloom, and in some measure alleviate their
sorrow and woe ? Is there a child of God who finds nothing
to do for the Lord Jesus in such a blighted, needy scene as
this? Then with all our heart we pity such, for theirs is a
blasted, withered, wasted life, and they know nothing of
real- fellowship with the Lord. What would He say to
each of us? * Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee” (Isa. 60, 1). It
requires no great effort, only let the light shine. Begin
where you are with the little things around you, and the
people among whom you move; call nothing drudgery
that you can do for and with the Lord ; take Him for your
example who made Himself of no reputation, took the
servant’s form and humbled Himself, and went about doirng
good, and instead of finding nothing to do, you will find
your days too short, and your strength too feeble to touch
the fringe of all the needs around, withal, while conse-
crating every energy and ability to Him, you will hear His
own gladdening voice gently saying, ‘She hath done what
she could.” For He never under-estimates our efforts to
serve Him.

¢ Oh, the good we all may do while the days are going
by ! ”
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LOVE.

NoreEs oF AN ADDRESS BY JOHN Browx,

In the 13th chapter of the Gospel of Christ according to
John the Lord Jesus is heard to say, ‘“ A new command-
ment I give unto you, that ye love one another, as I
have loved you.” Of the spirit, the value and importance
of that commandment the Apostle Paul had doubtless
learned when he bowed the knee unto the Father, praying
‘“that He would grant you . . . that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, what
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height: and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge ” (Eph.
3. 14-19). And again in Philippians 1. 9, 10: “ And this
I pray, that your love may abound more and more in
knowledge and in all sense,” in order that ye may approve
things which are excellent, which, nevertheless, are
different, In that same appreciative spirit surely did he
address to the Thessalonians the words in the second epistle,
chapter 3., ver. 5: “The Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God and into the patience of Christ.”

These quotations are sufficient for our present purpose,
and in these words is the love of Giod commanded and
commended, but in none of them is His love defined.

By such commandment and commendation it may be
that the excellencies of love perceived and understood by
us shall more and more cause us to call upon our soul
and all that is within us to be stirred up to bless Jehovah'’s
holy name, as with some of whom we read, some in the
Psalms (Psa. 126.) : when God delivered those captives out
of Babylon, they were as men in a dream, their mouths
were filled with laughter, and their tongues with singing,

N
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in hearty confession of what God had done for them; and,
further, prayed that He would do it again and again.

The excellencies of love are also set forth in language
sympathetic and plain in 1 Corinthians 13, Let us read it
till our God writes them upon our hearts and minds; and
when we have read it to learn what love does, let us
read it again to see what love does mot: and yet in our
reading again and again we shall fail to find there what
love és. We shall find there what it does and what it
does not, but what it is we shall not find.

Misdemeanour or neglect of love we shall get for our-
selves in Luke 11, 42, where it is written, “ Ye tithe mint
and rue, . . . and pass over judgment, and the love of
God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the
other undone,” for there, though occupied rightly with
other things, the love of God was passed over.

Laying this alongside the message to the Church in
Ephesus, as given in Revelation 2, 1-7, where a similar
condition prevailed, we shall learn what the Lord wanted
to accomplish when He spoke of the * first love” and
the * first works” being left.

In John 14. 15 we may hear our blessed Lord Himself,
in words few and simple, yet weighty and searching, put
to our consciences and hearts the test of love, in that He
there has given that by which one may test himself and
learn whether or not he loves the Lord with all his heart,
and soul, and strength. This fourteenth of John is explicit,
simple, and plain, even that the wayfaring man, though
e fool, might not err therein,

We witness the exemplification of love in His own dear
Son, which is the true test.

Still, people have not a true definition of what love is.
1t is common in the sentiments of the children of God, and,
for that part, the people of the world; yes, as common as
the air we breathe: yet in reality it is not known in the
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intelligence and hearts of men. It is unknown, as the
infinitude of space is unknown to mortal man, Why?
Because God’s definition of love is unread, or, if read, is
deliberately disregarded.

In the first epistle by John we have twice over a de-
finition of what it is: what it is as from God to man,
and, secondly, what it is as from man to God and from
man to man.

For the definition of love as from God to man I submit
for our attention 1 John 4. 10: “ Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.” Thus He Himself
became the atonement-victim for our sins; and not for
ours only, but also for the whole world.

Propitiation in this sense is different from that spoken
of in Romans 3. and Hebrews 9.

Then, for the definition of love as from the child of God
to God and to the children of God, we have the terse yet
easy-to-be-understood words of 1 John 5, 1-3, even,
“ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born
of God; and every one that loveth Him that begat,
loveth him also that is begotten of God. By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and keep His commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep His commandments, and His com-
mandments are not grievouns.”

This defining of love is repeated in the second epistle
by John under the intimation of not being something new.
“ And now, I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a
new commandment unto thee: but that which we had
from the beginning, that we should love one another. And
this is love, that we walk after His commandments. This
is the commandment, That as ye have heard from the
beginning, ye should walk in it.”

Let us, therefore, seek grace to return unto our God and
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the Word of His grace, since this principle abides, ¢ Who-
soever shall break one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the reign
of the heavens; but whosoever shall do and teach (them),
the same shall be called great in the reign of the heavens.
For I say unto yeu, That except your righteousness shall
exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no
case enter into the reign of the heavens. For they say
and do not. But happy are ye if ye know and do those
things.”

ABRAM SEPARATED.

‘WHEN the God of Glory called Abram unto salvation, He
found him in religious associations which were a denial of
the Living and true God. Yet He reached him there. If
Abram lived to-day, the mere fact that he had been brought
to a knowledge of Jehovah in Mesopotamia would be urged
with all force as a godly reason why he should remain there.
How many of God’s children in sectarian darkmness and sin
satisfy themselves as to its being right by the fact that
they and others have been saved there. Beloved, this is
no proof that any religious association is of God. Abram,
saved in Mesopotamia, heard the “Get thee out” of Him
who saved him. Israel, though redeemed in Egypt, had
to go a three days’ journey therefrom to be found where
they could worship and serve their Gtod, unhindered by
Egypt’s abominations, on the one hand, or her restrictions,
on the other, free to hear and obey in all things Him who
had redeemed them.

The responsibility of every child of God is to be found
where His Word can be taught and obeyed, and where
God can have him for Himself. The claims of the Lord
are little understood or appreciated in our day by the
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many who profess His name. Saved from “wrath is the
extent of their grasp of God’s salvation. Not so with him
whom God called ¢ My friend.” In Acts 7. where we are
told of his being reached and saved from wrath by the
Grod of Glory, we have also the claims of the Lord clearly
put before him in these words, “Get thee out from thy
country, and from thy kindred, and come into a land
which I will show you” What a separation! so far-
reaching and so thorough; yet nothing shorb of this would
satisfy the one who had saved him.

In Genesis 12,, verse 1, you will find the separation three-
fold in its character: ‘ Thy country,” severe enough, ‘ thy
kindred,” severer still, *thy father’s house,” the acme of
self-denial and surrender. Here, then, was the Divine test
of Abram’s love and faithfulness to his God. You see, God
claims all of him in separation unto Himself. Let me pause
here, dear reader, in order to interrogate my own soul and
yours as to what we know of this being set apart for Him.
‘We may speak of our all being on the altar, but do we know
what this implies? Surely nothing short of spirit, and
soul, and body sanctified in the truth (John 17. 19), Christ-
possessed and Christ-controlled ; seen not only in my talk,
but in my walk of submission to His will. In Isaiah 50.
4-7 we have the blessed Lord Himself in His perfect man-
hood, the perfect pattern for all the household of faith,
the tongue of the disciple, the opened ear of the disciple,
the surrendered life told out in those words, “I was not
rebellious,”

In God’s calling out of an Abram from land, and kin-
dred, and father’s house into Canaan we see the why—
namely, that in him and his seed God’s will might be done
on earth asit is done in heaven. Not come out to do his
own pleasure, but called out by God that to him and his
He might unfold His will and purposes, that through them
they might be done.
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The fulfilment of such mighty purposes, depending as
they did on the obedience of the creature, was opposed by
the Devil. The doing of God’s will on earth calls forth
his special enmity and opposition. By a careful comparison
of Acts 7. with Genesis 11, 27-32 you will see that instead
of Abram leaving his father’s house in obedience to the
God of Glory, he allows them to have their way, and they
take him out from Mesopotamia about 300 miles, and when
they get that distance they settle down in Haran. Now,
if you will carefully study a good map of these parts, you'll
find Haran to be the most northern town of Babylon, just
on its northern border. There the man of God settled down
in disobedience, short of God’s will, and there he remained
until God by death removed the hindrance and freed
Abram to do His will.

There is no influence so subtle in hindering us from
being where and doing what God would have than the
ties of nature. How many one has known of whom you
could say a father, a mother, a relative or friend, a husband
or wife, a young man or woman, has come between them
and the will of their God. Then, again, to be His disciple
we are called upon to deny self, take up our cross and
follow Him. How many shrink from what this entails!
Business ties, monetary gains, old associations, and love of
place and pre-eminence all bulk largely in keeping many of
God’s saints from the light. Again, Satan has no greater
decoy in keeping saints in sectarian darkness than a con-
verted minister who does preach the Gospel. Dear child of
God, many and varied are the causes which militate against
the Kingdom of God being found in our hearts. Terahs
abound, and the knowledge of this ought to keep us daily
living in the condition of which we have often sung,—

“ Whatever idol I have known,
‘Whate'’er that idol be,

Help me to tear it from Thy throue,
And worship only Thee.”
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The 12th of Genesis begins with a very telling word—
‘“Now the Lorp had said.” This takes Abram back to the
appearance of the God of Glory. How many years had
rolled between that and the death of Terah we know not,
but one thing God’s Word makes plain, that Abram’s stay
at Haran was in disobedience, and therefore there was no
fresh appearing or revealing of his God. No; at Terah’s
death Abram goes back over years of declension to what
the God of Glory had spoken, and assays to fulfil it. How
much did his disobedience cost him? No fellowship, no
growth, no progress in the will and purpose of his God;
wasted time. Not only for time, but for eternity. Alas!
who can tell what Haran cost Abram—that half-way house,
that going so far, and then stopping short and settling
down. Are there no Harans to-day seen in the saints
going so far, and then stopping short of all the way of
our God? Abram had gone fully 300 miles. That was
a long way, yet it fell short of the will of God.

Many saints to-day have been aroused to a sense of their
responsibilities, and have started to give effect to His will.
Some have gone a short way, others a much longer way,
and there settled down. Child of God, this is Haran, and
we are all liable to abide there; and as it was with Abram
so it may be with us. The keeping of His commands insures
a love and an abiding which only the faithful know (John
14. 23). The Psalmist says, “Thy Word is a lamp to my
feet 7 (Psa. 119, 105); hence we get light as we walk in
light. May it ever be yours and mine, reader, to know
a deliverance from a Terah influence and a Haran place,
and to be found going all the way our God may mark out.

J. CHARLETON STEEN.
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ENOCH.

In the midst of the most beautiful scenery, under the
most perfect atmospheric conditions, it is possible for one
to feel utterly dejected and lonely, not having a fitting
companion to share with him the enjoyment of the
beauties of Nature. On the other hand, have we not all
experienced times when a veritable desert seemed to burst
forth into bloom as we trod it with one whose heart was
in touch with our own? Enoch’s long walk through the
“Valley of the Shadow of Death” must have indeed been
very pleasant ; for he had the Only Companion who could
perfectly meet and satisfy all the longings of the soul.

Enoch has been at rest now for thousands of years,
but we still have Enoch’s God, who desires, yea, requires,
that we should walk with Him. In the heart of every
born-again one is implanted the same desire, and our
hearts can be satisfied with nothing less. Now if this
desire is mutual, what hinders us from realizing and enjoy-
ing the fruition of it? Perhaps a consideration of the
little that is said of Enoch may help the answering of this
question, and remove some of the hindrances, or, at least,
stimulate the desire for a closer walk with God.

It does not appear that Enoch had any special advan-
tages which we do not enjoy. He ¢ begat sons and
daughters,” and would, consequently, be under the neces-
sity of providing for them; but neither business worries
nor family cares seem to have interfered with his “long,
close, lonely walk with God.” How often we try to find
an excuse in our circumstances, and reason that if they
were different we could lead a better life. Every trial
of our life has been carefully poised on the finger of our
Father before it was allowed to reach us; consequently
can never be intended to retard our walk with Him.
Furthermore, to the one with weaknesses, necessities, and
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such like, has He not said, “ My grace is sufficient for
thee ; for My power is made perfect in weakness "’ ?

We are sometimes inclined to make an excuse of the

- confusion, declension, and coldness of our times as a reason
why we are not walking the path of faith as we should
do. Enoch lived in days of dense darkness and sin—sin
so palpable and flagrant that his anointed eye saw the
black cloud of Divine judgment sweeping onward at such
a rate that he knew it would burst in all its vengeance
as soon as his child died ; for he called his son Methuselah,
which means ¢ When he is dead it shall be sent "—that is,
the deluge (Newberry Margin). Yet Enoch walked calmly
on with his God, no doubt sorely tried and deeply grieved
by what he saw around him. Is there not cheer and
comfort for ns in these last days as we look at his “foot-
prints in the sands of time” ?

Methuselah was the oldest man that ever lived. Does
not this fact magnify the grace of our loving God, who
doubtless in deep compassion lengthened out his days and
thus put off his “strange work” of judgment for 969
years, not willing that any should perish? He did not
allow his servant’s word to fall to the ground, however,
for swift, sure, relentless judgment came upon all who were
not sheltered by the ark the year after Methuselah died.

“ All the days of Enoch were 365 years,” or a day for
a year. This is surely recorded by our God to remind
us that it is possible, yea, the very desire of God, that
we should walk 365 days in the year with Himself. And
if God is for us in this matter, who can be against us?

“He had this testimony, that he pleased God.” The
confidence and joy of an obedient child looking up into
‘his father’s face, yea, nestling in his very bosom with
unspeakable delight. Alas! how often—Absalom-like—
we can exist for days, weeks, and even years, without
seeing the King’s face. How very much to be preferred
is the former condition ; and it may be ours.
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“ Without faith it is impossible to please God;’ and
herein lies the secret of Enoch’s walk. Evidently early
in his career he had found out his own sinfulness and
‘helplessness, and in childlike simplicity had found in God
“all his utmost need required.” Alas! how we, of later
days, limit the Holy One of Israel! Surely He * who
ccreated the heavenly orbs, who calleth them all by names,
by the greatness of His might, and for that He is great
in power not one is missing when called for” (Is. 40, 26,
Newberry Margin), surely He is able to keep us moving
in our little sphere, in such a way that He can lay His
hand on us at any moment He requires us for His use.

“The secrst of the Lord was with him.” He foresaw
the deluge and the coming of the Lord with ten thousand
-of His saints (Jude 14). God would not hide His secrets
from His friend, And if we desire to be in the mind of
God, this is the royal road, the quiet walking on with
Himself day by day. Then shall we know if we follow
on to know the Lord. What an honour to be in the
secret counsels of the Most High! This honour God offers,
in measure, to the weakest of those for whom Christ
died. May we have grace to fulfil the conditions by
humbly walking with God.

Enoch was translated that he should not see death. The
‘hope of the Lord’s coming, above all other truths, is
calenlated to purify our lives, and bring us into agreement
with Him who is longing for our companionship. It may
be, ere this day is over, our Beloved shall burst the clouds
and call us home to be for ever with Himself.

“QOh! the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert past!
Oh! the wondrous words of greeting
He shall speak at last!
He and I together entering
Those bright courts above,

He and I together sharing
All the Father’s love.”
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“BRING HIM TO ME.'!

JEesus had gone up to the Mount of Transfiguration, and
the eyes of the three privileged disciples beheld a glimpse
of the coming kingdom—glory. His face shone as the sun,
and His raiment glistened as the light. Whilst they thus
were beholding His glory, and listening to His voice, down
in the plain below a very different scene is being enacted.

A poor father has brought his lunatic son” to the
disciples, very likely as a last resource, after having tried
everything he could think of. The disciples had cast out
many demons. They had often spoken in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and demons and unclean spirits had come out
at their word of command. But, do as they liked, they
could not cast out this one. The unclean spirit baffled all
their wisdom and power, and defied their every effort.
They were utterly unable to loose the poor lad from Satan’s
grasp. They were at an end of themselves, and the father’s
heart may have sunk within him as he saw how fruitless
every effort of the disciples was to cure his boy.

It was at this point, when the helplessness of the
disciples was apparent to all, that four forms are seen
coming down the mountain-side. It is Jesus! It is the
Prophet! And the crowd gathersround Him. The father,
kneeling at His feet, beseeches Him to heal his son, telling
how the disciples could not cast out the demon. Jesus
said, “Bring him to Me.”

As the lunatic is brought into the presence of the Son of
God, the demon cast him on the ground, wallowing and
foaming, One word from His blessed lips and what the
diseiples could not do was done—the demon was cast out,
Satan’s power was broken.

What a halo of glory surrounded the Lord Jesusin all

! A continuation of the subject, “ Bring Them to Me,” page 249.
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His life below ! He never was in circumstances in which
He was at a loss how to act, nor lacked power todo it. No
captive of Satan ever stood in His presence that He was not
able to free; no disease but what He could cure ; not even
death could hold its prey when He willed to release it,
whether on the bed, or on the way to the tomb, or after it
had been four days in the tomb. Omnipotent is His power.

Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ has gone higher than the
Mount of Transfiguration to-day. He sits upon the throne
of uncreated glory—His Father’s throne. His face is like
the sun; yea, brighter than the sun, as Saul saw the sheen
of it outside the gate of Damascus. His garments are
whiter than heaven’s unsullied light., He sitsin the place
of glory and power.

Down here in the valley we are left for a little, to live
for Him, and to bring the captives of sin and Satan into
liberty (see Acts 26.). But ofttimes we are at our wits’
end, for, no matter what we do or say to cause men and
women to know the grace of God in salvation power, they
remain hardened in their sins. At times we get dis-
heartened and sad. Let us once more hear that voice com-
ing from the Throne of Glory : “ Bring him to Me.” There
the young man’s heart has been broken, his bonds loosed,
and himself saved. There the aged sinner, on the brink of
eternal woe, has been snatched from Satan’s grasp.
“Bring him to Me.” We can no more do anything to
help the sinner, apart from bringing him by faith to the
Lord Jesus, than we could have fed the multitudes without
bringing the loaves to Him. “Bring them to Me ;" and
we lay our all at His feet. “Bring him to Me;” and we
bring, in the arms of believing prayer, the sinner to Him.
Then souls are saved, captives freed, and God is glorified.

F. VERNAL,
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For Doung BWelievers.

“ As new-born babes desire the milk of the Word, which is without
guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation.”—1 Pefer 2. 2.

“THIS GRACE WHEREIN WE STAND.”

“There is a land, a sunny land,
‘Whose skies are ever bright.”

As children we learned to sing these lines, and, by them,
were taught to look for the sunny land and the bright skies
somewhere in the vague “by-and-by.” As children of
God we seem to have taken over and retained these early
impressions, for we are too prone to relegate all brightness
and sunshine to the ‘sweet by-and-by,” and to be content
to dwell in an atmosphere of dismalness and gloom when
God has made the opposite possible, and Scripture teems
with assurances of it.

In Romans 5. 1 it is written,  Being therefore justified
by faith, let us have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ: through whom also we have had our access
by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and let us rejoice
in hope of the glory of God.” The Apostle does not put
these three blessings—peace, grace, and glory—away into
the far future. One of them, “the glory of God,” does
stand there in all its brilliancy and magnificence: the
heritage of the saints: what God in His infinite grace has
made us leirs to in a joint-heirship with Christ (Rom. 8,
17, 18); but the two others are not future, they belong
to the present, and there is sunshine and brightness enough
in each to keep us from drooping till we lift up our heads
in the full blaze of the “ glory of God.”

Peace and grace, then, are ours now, for the “grace
wherein we stand” includes peace, or the fault is our
own.

This grace wherein we stand, this position of favour
which we occupy in our standing in Christ the Lord, could
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it be any but one of sunshine and brightness and gladness ?
We shall see.

In all the records that we have of the dealings of God
with man in days gone by, His great desire seems to have
been that He might bless; His great sorrow that man
would not come to, nor remain in, the place where he
might be blessed ; and how wondrous were the outpourings
of His love on those made meet to be its recipients! Yet
never in the past has God been able to bless as He may
now. The veil ever existed, intercepting in measure the
effulgence of the glory of His love; but that is gone now,
for the veil was rent in the flesh of our Lord, by whom
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand :
this place where the height and depth, the length and
breadth of the love of God may find its freest expression,
and where God may pour out the treasures of His love, and
make known His fatherly heart in all its tender care for
His needy children. This is the grace wherein we stand—
the place that every one of the redeemed occupies.

Into this light and love, this brightness and glory, we
have been brought by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
it is God’s desire that we should enjoy it in all its fulness
now. There is nothing future in it all. The coming glory
holds something infinitely more complete for us, no doubt.
Let us rejoice in that, by all means; but let us also lay hold
on what we have in the present, and enjoy it to its full.
Truly, when we think of what we let slip, we may say
that the children of the world are wiser in their generation
than the children of light. They make sure of the present
with what little it has for them, and at the same time
endeavour to provide for the possibilities of the future;
while we too often neglect the possibilities of the present:
in vaguely reaching forward to the things that are before.

Is there not too much talk and singing about *sandy
deserts ” and “wildernesses wide,” and too much of our
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energy wasted in being sorry for ourselves? There is,
blessed be God, a green spot in the desert all the greener
for the barren waste around, and wells of water all the
cooler for the parching drought.

It is in such an oasis we are standing—this place that
God has made green. Here are spread out to the hunger-
ing soul, in all their inviting beauty, the pastures of tender
grass; here in all their gushing fulness flow the rivers of
His pleasure. Yes, beloved, the blessings which are ours at
present are limitless: let us, therefore, seek increasingly
to glorify God by having eyes to see and hearts to appre-
ciate them. Let us get into the light that is shining now,
so that it may be ours to experience our souls satisfied as
with marrow and fatness, and our mouths praising the
Lord with joyful lips (Psa. 63, b).

THE SECRET OF JOY.

“ My soul with joy upleapeth,
Grief cannot linger there;
She singeth high in glory,
Amid the sunshine fair.
The Sun that shines upon me
Is Jesus and His love;
The fountain of my singing
Is deep in heaven above.”
So sang Gerhardt some centuries ago in the midst of dark
surroundings and in troublous times, and to-day his song
strikes a respondent chord in the heart of every Christian
who truly loves the Lord and waits for His return.

A soul upleaping with heavenly joy can only be main-
tained by heart occupation with the risen and glorified
Lord Jesus Christ, who sits on the right hand of the throne
of the majesty on high; for He makes us to drink of living
waters which are in us a well of water springing up into
eternal life.

These living waters never fail, these heavenly joys never
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fade, like the waters and joys of earth, because the fountain
from which they flow knows no diminishing, knows no
change. Yes, blessed be God, He desires us to ‘ rejoice in
the Lord alway,” to ¢ rejoice evermore,” and has made this
blessedly possible by giving us an object in heavenly glory
to fill our entire vision and captivate our hearts, so that
He may fill and flood them from the living overflow of His
own eternal love. This lifts us for ever above earthly
circumstances, and places us in a sphere far above the din
and turmoil of earth, for though tossed to and fro upon the
ever-raging billows of earthly conflict, our joy comes from
a source far, far above their reach, “our joy is in the
Lord,” and the soul is possessed of an inestimably blessed
portion that can truly say, “All my springs are in Thee.”
It is easy to appear bright and happy—
“When the sky above is glowing,
And around thee all is bright,

Pleasure, like a river flowing,
All things tending to delight”;

but those who, in the midst of darkness and desolation,
surrounded by adverse circumstances, and oppressed by
crushing care, can rejoice in the Lord and joy in the God
of their salvation, whose faces shine with heavenly joy,
and in perfect peace and calm confidence in the Almighty
God find in Him an unchanging and unfailing spring of
joy, have found the secret of real happiness, which can
never be affected by circumstances or marred by earthly
adversity. How ome longs to know and enjoy more and
more the reality of such a blessed experience, which is not
only so infinitely precious to us, but is also so glorifying
to God ; and how one longs to be enabled in some little
measure to turn the eyes and the hearts of God’s beloved
people away from the mists and shadows of earth, away
from everything beneath the sun,with its deadening and
benumbing influence upon the spiritual life, to that radiant,
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glorified man upon heaven’s eternal throne: for from that
face, once marred more than any man’s, streams forth the
light and glory of the eternal God! Who, then, would shut
themselves in darkness, and glory in the flickering rays
of a fading candle-light, when the sun, in all its meridian
power, bathes in its bright and cheering rays all around?
“ A great light,” “a light above the brightness of the
sun,” was that which shone around Paul on his way to
Damascus; and the glory of that light caused every earthly
thing to recede and vanish away, so that he could say,
“ What things were gain to me, these have I counted loss
for Christ. Yea, verily, and I count all things to be loss
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord” (Phil. 3, 7,8). Oh! to know, like him, the attracting
and captivating power of the love of Christ, so that with
undivided heart we may yield ourselves as those who are
alive from the dead “ unto Him,” and bask continually in
the undimmed splendour of the radiant sunlight of His
presence.

THE SHINING OF HIS FACE.

Nortaing can dim the glory of that light “above the
brightness of the sun” which shines in the face of the
exalted and glorified Lord Jesus Christ; nevermore shall
anything arise to hinder that light from shining in all
its unclouded splendour, but many things may arise in
our lives as Christians which may affect our enjoyment
of the sunshine of His face, and lead us, in some measure,
to darkness of soul.

The clouds which intervene to hide “the glory in the
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4, 6) are ever earth-born

clouds ; and when these arise, our enjoyment and interest
in eternal things and our triumph in the power of a present
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salvation very soon vanish from us; and well it is if our
joyless souls are led to cry to Him for deliverance, and our
dissatisfied hearts are prompted to utter the prayer of
Israel of old: “Turn us again, O God, and cause Thy face
to shine; and we shall be saved” (Psa. 80, 3).

They remembered the Shepherd of Israel, He who led
Joseph like a flock; they remembered His guiding and
shining in the pillar of cloud and fire in days gone by,
and conscious that as the days were past and gone, so also
was the enjoyment of His presence, their joyless hearts are
led to cry to Him, ¢ Shine forth!” But the enjoyment of
His shining is not got at once, and, instead, they are heard
to further bewail their unhappy lot and say, “ Thou feedest
us with the bread of tears, and givest us tears to drink
in great measure’; and thus does God bring home to
their hearts the utter emptiness and joylessness of a life
without the conscious enjoyment of His presence, and beget
in them the repetition in intensified language of their
former prayer: “ Turn us again, O God of Hosts, and cause
Thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved ” (Psa. 80, 7).

But not yet does the lost joy return; they further con-
sider their past, and recount the faithfulness and wonderful
doings of their God, while owning their condition as hope-
less, and from themselves they turn and plead the name
of another, pointing to Him as a reason why God should
be merciful to them in the words, “ Let Thy hand be upon
the Man of Thy right hand, upon the Son of Man, whom
Thou madest strong for Thyself”; and in the presence of
the Man of God’s choice and provision the prayer, with
increased earnestness and intensity of longing, is repeated
for the last time: “ Turn us again, O Jehovah, God of Hosts,
cause Thy face to shine; and we shall be saved” (Psa. 80.
19). The next words which their lips utter are, “Sing
aloud unto God, our streggth!”

What a wonderful change is depicted between the words,
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“Thou givest us tears to drink in great measure,” as they
yearned after the face of their God, and “Sing aloud unto
God our strength,” as they enjoyed that face in grace
shining upon them !

So is it with us: there is no enjoyment of practical
salvation for us save in the shining of that face; and we
should not rest satisfled with any cloud between our souls
and Him, or the enjoyment of His love dimmed by any
thing of earth.

Is there not a need to-day for God’s beloved people to
bestir themselves to look where they are, and in what con-
dition they are—to let the light of God’s Word enter and
search their hearts, and expose everything there which
is contrary to His will? For, apart from such searching of
themselves, they may very easily become well pleased with
the places they occupy and the condition of their souls,
while God is displeased with both, and has little pleasure
in them. There is, indeed, a need for a decided arousing
from the lethargy and dulness which evidently has over-
powered many of the Lord’s people, for it is all too manifest
that the sunshine of heavenly joy is fast setting in many
hearts, and there is light and glory enough in the shining
face of the Lord Jesus Christ to dispel all gloom and ravish
the heart that is fixed on Him.

All who are ambitious to be well-pleasing to the Lord
will watch with jealous care that nothing is allowed to
hinder their enjoyment of His countenance; and, distrustful
of their own imperfect judgment as to their condition, they
will oft invite the searching of Him whose eyes are as
a flame of fire, and in whose sight everything is naked
and bare; and the language of their hearts will ever be,
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139,
23, 24).
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salvation very soon vanish from us; and well it is if our
joyless souls are led to cry to Him for deliverance, and our
dissatisfied hearts are prompted to utter the prayer of
Israel of old: “Turn us again, O God, and cause Thy face
to shine; and we shall be saved ”’ (Psa. 80. 3).

They remembered the Shepherd of Israel, He who led
Joseph like a flock; they remembered His guiding and
shining in the pillar of cloud and fire in days gone by,
and conscious that as the days were past and gone, so also
was the enjoyment of His presence, their joyless hearts are
led to cry to Him, “ Shine forth!” But the enjoyment of
His shining is not got at once, and, instead, they are heard
to further bewail their unhappy lot and say, * Thou feedest
us with the bread of tears, and givest us tears to drink
in great measure”; and thus does God bring home to
their hearts the utter emptiness and joylessness of a life
without the conscious enjoyment of His presence, and beget
in them the repetition in intensified language of their
former prayer: “ Turn us again, O God of Hosts, and cause
Thy face to shine ; and we shall be saved " (Psa. 80, 7).

But not yet does the lost joy return; they further con-
sider their past, and recount the faithfulness and wonderful
doings of their God, while owning their condition as hope-
less, and from themselves they turn and plead the name
of another, pointing to Him as a reason why God should
be merciful to them in the words, “ Let Thy hand be upon
the Man of Thy right hand, upon the Son of Man, whom
Thou madest strong for Thyself”’; and in the presence of
the Man of God’s choice and provision the prayer, with
increased earnestness and intensity of longing, is repeated
for the last time: “ Turn us again, O Jehovah, God of Hosts,
cause Thy face to shine; and we shall be saved” (Psa. 80.
19). The next words which their lips utter are, *Sing
aloud unto God, our strength!”

What a wonderful change is depicted between the words,
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“ Thou givest us tears to drink in great measure,” as they
yearned after the face of their God, and “Sing aloud unto
God our strength,” as they enjoyed that face in grace
shining upon them !

So is it with us: there is no enjoyment of practical
salvation for us save in the shining of that face; and we
should not rest satisfied with any cloud between our souls
and Him, or the enjoyment of His love dimmed by any
thing of earth.

Is there not a need to-day for God’s beloved people to
bestir themselves to look where they are, and in what con-
dition they are—to let the light of God’s Word enter and
search their hearts, and expose everything there which
is contrary to His will? For, apart from such searching of
themselves, they may very easily become well pleased with
the places they occupy and the condition of their souls,
while God is displeased with both, and has little pleasure
in them. There 1s, indeed, a need for a decided arousing
from the lethargy and dulness which evidently has over-
powered many of the Lord’s people, for it is all too manifest
that the sunshine of heavenly joy is fast setting in many
hearts, and there is light and glory enough in the shining
face of the Lord Jesus Christ to dispel all gloom and ravish
the heart that is fixed on Him.

All who are ambitious to be well-pleasing to the Lord
will watch with jealous care that nothing is allowed to
hinder their enjoyment of His countenance; and, distrustful
of their own imperfect judgment as to their condition, they
will oft invite the searching of Him whose eyes are as
a flame of fire, and in whose sight everything is naked
and bare; and the language of their hearts will ever be,
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me and
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa. 139,
23, 24). .
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FEELINGS,

ONE cause of much unhappiness to a young Christian is
the changeable state of his feelings. They swing to and
fro between the highest elation and the most utter despon-
dency. What makes him unhappy is that he looks upon
them as a sort of index of the state of his soul, and thinks
that there is something wrong with him if he is not
continually in a state of elation. The fact of the matter
is, that his feelings more often indicate the state of his
body, and could he but learn this once for all it would
safrfe him from a great deal of honest misery about him-
self.

For instance, how easy it is to be happy and cheery,
and to have the heart full of song, on a brig]); , sunny day ;
and if the following day be raw, dull, and rainy, how
difficult even to look happy, let alone feel it.

We are very often told to rise above circumstances, but
it 1s necessary to be able to know circumstances when they
come. Well, feelings are just circumstances, and should
be treated as such ; for they come and go, and they change
from this to that, and we have little control over their
comin% or their going, or their changeableness. We can
control their effect upon us, however. We can keep them
from making us unduly miserable, and from deceiving us
in other directions.

It is faith that grasps the promises of God, and faith
that brings them home to us, be our feelings what they
may.

“yThou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee.” [saiah learned this after many trials.
We have to learn it through many trials also. The un-
happy thing is that our feelings cripple our faith, and we
imagine all is wrong when all is right; for we look to
our feelings to find an answer to our prayer, instead of
staying our mind on our faithful God. So, also, when we
have confessed our failure and sin, we shall not find an
answer in our feelings, but in God.

Don’t look to feelings, then. They are as changing and
fleeting as the clouds of the sky, and they but obscure to
us the shining of the face of our blessed Lord, who is the
a %ga " and “amen” to the promises of the ever-faithful



