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A WORD ON THE MYSTERY 

IN the little paper A Word on Christian Unity* 
the reference made to " the mystery" has sug
gested the writing of a word on this subject 
also, because of its great importance in con
nection with such unity. 

What is the mystery? It is that which by 
revelation was made known to the apostle 
Paul, the mystery of the Christ, "which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, 
as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should 
be fellow-heirs, and of the same body, and 
partakers of His promise in Christ by the 
gospel." 

Paul was minister of the mystery, as he was 
of the gospel. He says, " Unto me . . . is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 

* A Word on Christian Unity. Price \d. 
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and to make all men see what is the fellowship 
[dispensation, or administration] of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath 
been "hid in God, who created all things by 
Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God." (Eph. iii.) 

In Colossians we have another aspect of the 
mystery, and the apostle tells us again that he is 
not only minister of the gospel, but also of the 
body of Christ, which is the church, " whereof," 
he says, " I am made a minister, according to the 
dispensation of God which is given to me for 
you, to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery 
which hath been hid from ages and from genera
tions, but now is made manifest to His saints: 
to whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory." 

Beloved brethren, let these truths sink down 
into our hearts, and let us remember the great 
conflict the apostle had for us all, that our 
hearts might be comforted, being knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance 
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of understanding, to the acknowledgment of 
the mystery of God, in which are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. "And/ ' 
the apostle adds, "this I say, lest any man should 
beguile you with enticing words." 

Why such vehement desire for us on the part 
of the apostle ? Is it not because he knew that 
the understanding of the mystery was the key 
to the rightly dividing of the word of truth ? 
It is the filling up or completing of the word of 
God ; and Satan will always seek to deprive us 
of our prize. 

In the ages to come God will show what is 
the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness towards us through Christ Jesus. But 
not only so; the fellowship (dispensation, or 
administration) of this mystery should be 
known by us, and the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places know now by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God. 

But what is the church ? The church is 
the assembly, the body of Christ, " the fulness 
of Him that filleth all in all." It is the building 
that " groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord," 
and now on earth is " the habitation of God 
through the Spirit." 
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The middle wall of partition between Jew 
and Gentile being broken down in the cross, 
and the day of Pentecost being fully come, 
the Holy Ghost was sent down by the ascended 
Christ, and believers were baptized by one Spirit 
into one body, and thus united to the Head 
(Christ) in heaven. 

It was not a hidden mystery that the Gentiles 
should be blessed ; but it was never revealed 
before that Christ should make in Himself of 
twain one new man, reconciling both unto God 
in one body by the cross. There was not the 
body on earth till there was the Head in 
heaven; nor was the Holy Ghost come till after 
Jesus was glorified. (John vii.) The Holy 
Ghost now dwells in the assembly, the house 
of God, on earth, and in the body of every 
believer, (i Cor. hi. and vi.; and see John xiv., 
xv., and xvi.) This characterizes the present 
day of grace. When the church is gone, there 
will be other saints on earth, Jews and Gentiles, 
as there were saints before the cross, who will 
all have their part in the kingdom. But now 
" there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, 
male nor female, for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus." (Gal. iii.) The apostle says, " This is a 
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great mystery [man and wife one flesh], but I 
speak concerning Christ and the church." 

Is there any truth, beloved brethren, less 
known in power amongst us than the truth of 
the mystery? Is it not the first to be forgotten? 
Is not the cause of much of our ignorance and 
failure the failing to see this truth, and the not 
individually " holding the Head, from which 
all the body by joints and bands having 
nourishment ministered, and knit together, in-
creaseth with the increase of God" ? (Col. ii.) 
No truth can be known in power but in com
munion with God; and when first love is given 
up, and the Head not held, declension has set 
in; May the Lord ever keep us in conscious 
communion with Himself! 

The saints were taught the mystery from the 
beginning, the apostle not shunning to declare 
unto them the whole counsel of God (Acts xx.); 
and writing to the saints at Rome, on other 
subjects, he reminds them of it at the close 
of his epistle. 

Beloved brethren, let us, in these days of 
Laodicean lukewarmness and indifference to 
Christ, stir one another up, that we may all 
seek to understand the mystery, and so 
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walk worthy of the calling wherewith we are 
called. 

What a difference the knowledge of the 
mystery would make in all the evangelical work 
in Christendom! and what different results 
there would be in the teaching and position of 
converts were the evangelists to have the zeal 
of the apostle, that all might possess that 
knowledge! The salvation of sinners is truly 
precious, and the gifts of evangelist and teacher 
are distinct; but how intimately connected in 
the apostle's mind with the gospel was the 
ministry of the truth of the mystery, "Christ 
in you, the hope of glory: whom we preach, 
warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom ; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus"! We ought not to be 
satisfied with anything less. 

Individually, of course, we must first receive 
the gospel, and have peace with God; but if we 
were all taught to see what the fellowship 
(dispensation, or administration) of the mystery 
is, and how the whole body becomes edified 
together (Eph. iv.), and practically too, accord
ing to I Cor. xii. and xiv., what errors would be 
corrected! Where would be the sects and 
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systems of men ? Where would be the con
fusion of scriptures; between Old Testament 
saints and the church; between the church and 
the saints who will be in the coming tribulation 
and judgments; between the present gospel— 
what Paul calls "my gospel"—and the gospel 
of the kingdom ; between the church's blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ, and Israel and the 
nations' millennial blessings on earth ; between 
the coming of the Lord for the church as the 
Bright and Morning Star, and His appearing in 
judgment, and for the deliverance of Israel, as 
the Sun of Righteousness with healing in His 
wings ? 

How. can we rightly discern the Lord's Table, 
or that " we being many are one loaf, one body, 
for we are all partakers of that one loaf" ? How 
can we intelligently be endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit, if the truth of the 
mystery be not seen ? All must be con
fusion. 

Let us therefore give heed to the spirit of the 
apostle's exhortation to pray not only for all 
saints, but " for me, that utterance may be given 
unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly to 
make known the mystery of the gospel." And 
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again, " Praying also for us, that God would 
open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 
that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 
speak." 

Let us not think that everyone knows these 
things; for this is of the spirit of the Laodiceans. 
And let us not surrender what God has taught 
us. 

Satan has his counterfeit of the mystery; and 
when the true church—the Bride, the Lamb's 
wife, the holy City, new Jerusalem—is in glory, 
the false thing—" Mystery, Babylon the Great, 
the mother of harlots and abominations of the 
earth"—will be manifested on earth, and meet 
its judgment (Rev. xvii.) Can we not see these 
things rapidly approaching ? 

There are, in connection with other truths, 
other mysteries not touched on here. There is, 
however, the mystery of God's will, "that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are in earth; 
even in Him." (Eph. i. 9, 10.) The apostle goes 
on to say, " In whom also we [Jews] have ob
tained an inheritance . . . who have pre-trusted in 



A WORD ON THE MYSTERY. I I 

Christ [that is, before seeing Him] . . . in whom 
ye [Gentiles] also . . . after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until 
the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of His glory." But this brings 
us back to the subject of our paper. 

The Lord grant that we may not only for 
ourselves see what the fellowship (dispensation, 
or administration) of the mystery is, but that we 
may have some of the conflict of the apostle 
that all others also may see it, and that we may 
continue in prayer, watching in the same with 
thanksgiving, that God would open a door of 
utterance to boldly make it known: for His 
name's sake, " till He come " ! 

R. J. K. 

January, i8gy. 
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