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Grace anb efig hizonntsz, 
OR 

HOW CAN MAN BE JUST WITH GOD? 

DEAR FRIEND,—Will you read a 
few plain facts on the subject of 

your title to heaven? It is unspeakably 
important that you should be right there-
upon. Should your soul be deceived in 
this matter till the grave receives your 
body, every hope of happiness will be 
blighted, and shame and unavailing 
remorse will be your eternal portion. 
This paper professes to show you the 
scriptural ground of justification before 
God—the ground on which your soul may 
await the coming of the Son of God from 
heaven, in unshaken assurance that you 
will be found of Him in peace in that 
day—the ground on which I would rest a 
thousand souls, with a thousand thousand 



4 	GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

burdens of guilt, if I had them. Every 
sentiment herein advanced shall, by divine 
help, be drawn from the Word of Truth. 
If you are saved, I do not write to you, 
only so far as your faith may hereby be 
confirmed. But if you are not washed, 
justified, and sanctified by the Spirit of 
God, and in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to you these lines are addressed. 
Doubtless, it is a solemn thing to say to 
an immortal being under the judgment of 
God—this is the only way of escape : yes, 
it is a solemn thing; to deceive you would 
do you eternal wrong. With this feeling 
I write to you; and I would ask you to 
read this writing with like feeling. It is 
well to know how you may appear without 
fault before a holy God—calm, untroubled, 
confident, joyful; how you may be rescued 
from the border of hell, and gain admit-
tance into the innermost sanctuary of 
God's heavenly temple. 

The following remarks are gathered from 
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one of the most ample statements of divine 
truth respecting man's acceptan ce with God. 
It is written in the Epistle to the Romans, 
after it has been shown that all the world 
must become subject to the judgment of 
God, (chap. iii. 23.) "For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God; being 
justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom 
God bath set forth (to be) a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are passed through the forbearance of God. 
To declare at this time (I say) his right-
eousness, that he might be just, and the 
justified of him which believeth in Jesus." 

"Being justified," that is, acquitted, 
freed from every charge of guilt, pro-
nounced righteous. To justify, is to de-
clare righteous according to law. It is 
not to make a man just in himself, but to 
declare that he is accounted just. Even 
as the condemning of a man does not make 
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him unjust, but declares him to be so. 
The results of justification are more than 
would follow on mere forgiveness. A 
person forgiven is regarded merely as a 
pardoned offender; a justified person is 
regarded as one accounted righteous, and 
to whom the reward of righteousness will 
be awarded. A person forgiven, is con-
sidered as deserving of eternal death, 
though freed therefrom: a person justified, 
is declared to be worthy of eternal life, or 
to be entitled to heaven. In the fourth 
verse of this chapter, God is said to be 
"justified in his sayings," that is, un-
chargeable with injustice or iniquity. 
Even so the sinner, when justified, is re-
garded as unchargeable with vice, crime, 
or sin; free from charge as an angel of 
light, he cannot righteously be condemned. 
Judged in the light of God's holiness, he 
is as free from guilt as the person of the 
Lord, and accepted as righteous in Him. 
The result, therefore, of being justified is, 
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that we are accepted as righteous by a 
holy God. It is the being pronounced 
meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light, by the Judge of all the earth. 

But I read in the 24th verse, "All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God." Yes, man is a sinner—every man 
is a sinner : there is not a just man upon 
earth that liveth and sinneth not. And 
you are a sinner : as such I write unto 
you. I do not say that you are guilty of 
debasing vice—drunkenness, debauchery, 
and such like. These are evils which 
more especially injure a man's own body. 
Neither would I say that you are guilty of 
crime—theft, dishonesty, or other wrongs 
against your fellow-men, such as human 
law might interfere with. Though remem-
ber what the judgment of God as to the 
heart has ever been : " Out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders," and such 
like. Like an oft-ploughed field, on the 
surface of which the thorn and the thistle 
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may be kept down, you may have been 
keeping these things under, but still they 
are deep-rooted in your heart. Indeed, evil 
is as natural to the heart of fallen man 
as are the seeds of the thistle and the 
thorn to the earth. You may be an 
amiable, charitable, kind man ; this may 
be your character amongst men. Let me, 
however, take you up to higher ground. 
I would not set you down by the side of 
your own self-interest, to enquire whether 
you have wronged yourself merely ; nor 
place you in the presence of your neigh-
bour, to ask whether you have wronged 
him. But I would ask you to come 
before God. In the light of His holiness, 
and of His righteous requirements, would 
I ask you to stand. I would say, Have 
you not come short of His glory 1. You 
have not been vicious, you have not been 
criminal; have you not been sinful I It 
is written, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and mind, and soul, 
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and strength :" have you not come short of 
this ? weighed in this balance, are you not 
found wanting? Perhaps your very honesty 
and virtue have arisen from respect for 
your own character or interest rather than 
from love to God, and from a desire for His 
glory. Herein consists the essence of sin 
—to speak and act for ourselves, and unto 
ourselves, and not to God. Has the glory 
of God been the motive and end of all your 
virtuous and honourable conduct? Let the 
word of God, which, as a two-edged sword, 
discerneth the thoughts and intents of 
the heart, answer. What saith it ?—No ! 
" For all have sinned and come short of 
his glory." Let God be true, beloved 
fellow-sinner. Bow your spirit in sub-
jection to His word. Come to the light, 
that your motives, affections, and deeds 
may be rightly judged. Solemnly and 
humbly acknowledge the truth of the 
divine verdict. Take with you words, and 
say unto Him, " I have sinned ; in me 
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dwelleth no good thing ; my nature is 
evil, my best actions are corrupt—my 
desert is the second death. In thy sight 
shall no flesh living be justified." You 
see, then, that to be justified you must be 
perfectly righteous; and yet in yourself 
you are altogether unrighteous—a child 
of wrath, even as others. How, then, can 
you be just with God? Solemn, moment-
ous, affecting question ! Not unanswer-
able, albeit. Hear the word of truth. 
It answers, "Freely !"—" Being justified 
freely I" 

This word is used eight other times in 
the New Testament. In Matt. x. 8: 
" Freely ye have received, freely give." 
In John xv. 25, where it is translated, 
"without a cause"—" they hated me with-
out a cause." In 2 Cor. xi. 7 : " I have 
preached to you the gospel of God freely." 
In Gal. ii. 21, translated, " in vain," (that 
is, for n•o cause)—" If righteousness come 
by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." 
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2 Thess. iii. 8, translated, "for nought"—

" Neither did we eat any man's bread for 

nought." Rev. xxi. 6, xxii. 17,—" the 

water of life freely." Thus fully have I 

referred to the many cases in which the 

Holy Spirit has used this word, that you 
may plainly see its meaning. What is it, 
then, to be justified freely? Surely it is to 
be justified without a cause, for nought, as 
regards yourself. So that when God the 
Judge of all declares the sinner just, and 
entitled to eternal life, it is for no cause in 
the sinner himself. In him there is no 
reason for this declaration, and God looks 
for none. Were you among the most 
moral of the sons of men; were you the 
least guilty of all the children of Adam, still 
you must be justified for nought in your-

self, if justified at all. This great blessing 
must be received as a free gift, without a 

cause, for NOUGHT. Nay more, if you seek 
to be justified otherwise than freely, you 
seek to show that Christ has died in vain, 
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or for no cause. Your thoughts and ways 
are right opposite to the thoughts and ways 
of God in redemption. 

Thus far, then, is it quite plain. Un-
just man, justified but justified freely, for 
nought. And, beloved fellow-sinner, I 
would earnestly beseech you thus to wel-
come to your heart this wondrous bless-
ing. You really need it. Your soul's 
happiness, your all, are connected with it. 
Oh, stand not out for conditions of any 
kind; be willing to receive it as a free gift 
—for NOUGHT. 

Well may you enquire, whence is this'? 
So vast a blessing bestowed upon such un-
worthy creatures, and yet so freely ! How 
can these things be? Let the word of God 
reply,—" Being justified freely by His 
grace." Grace is the unmerited, free, 
boundless favour of God towards the un-
worthy sinner—the good-will of God 
towards men. Just as mercy has to do 
with the miserable, so grace has to do with 
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the unworthy. It seeks not its objects 
amongst the holy, the righteous, and the 
good. It goes forth, and where are the 
guilty, the ruined, the unworthy—there it 
finds its blessed work. Into their hearts 
it pours its rich treasures, and upon their 
persons it bestows its glorious gifts. The 
moment you take the ground of merit, you 
quit the province of grace. Grace is the 
sole source of man's "justification unto 
life." Yea, every blessing of salvation 
springs from this one fountain. 

And, remember, it is His grace. The 
heart of God is the native habitation of 
grace, its birthplace and its eternal home. 
Its fulness could not dwell in a created 
abode. He is the God of all grace. No-
thing but His grace could deal with sinful 
man. Hence it is God that justifieth. 
The incomparable act of justifying the un-
godly is an act worthy of the grace of God, 
and His grace alone can suffice for such 
an act. Will you submit to that grace? 
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Shall it adorn you with its rich gifts, and 
fill you with its pure joys, while your 
heart bursts forth in grateful strains "unto 
the praise of the glory of his grace?" 

Thus, then, is it clear that the unjust 
person is justified freely, and that it is by 
His grace. Let us pause awhile, and medi-
tate upon this astonishing grace. It is 
God against whom we have all sinned. 
Every evil thought is a thought opposed 
to God. His nature infinitely abhors sin. 
It is the abominable thing which His soul 
hateth. He is holiness. The sinner's con-
duct is fraught with the most dreadful, 
unjustifiable, monstrous evil. No words 
can depict the horrid moral deformity of 
sin. No human or angelic mind can con-
ceive the amount of its guilt. The worm 
that dieth not, and the fire that is not 
quenched, the blackness of darkness for 
ever, are no unrighteous requital of sin. 
The agony and bloody sweat, the deep 
horror and degrading shame, the unutter- 
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able woe of the Son of God, were sin's 
desert. And yet grace, even His grace, 
justifies those who are guilty of such sin. 
Grace asks no payment of the heavy debt 
—it demands no penance—it seeks no 
recompence. Nay, more, it is injured by 
a plea of extenuation or excuse. All it 
requires is a simple reception of its rich 
favours. Stand forth, then, dear fellow-
sinner, stand forth, a sinner defiled, con-
demned, unworthy, and let rich and reign-
ing grace everlastingly justify your soul 
from every charge of guilt. It is God, by 
His grace, that justifieth. 

Nevertheless, shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ? Shall he declare a 
man righteous whose unrighteousness is 
not covered? Verily not. There is no 
more truthful sentence in the book of 
truth itself than this, " A just God and a 
Saviour." But how is it possible—man 
so guilty, yet justified, justified for nought, 
and wholly by grace, and yet the justifier 
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acting on the ground of unalterable jus-
tice 8 Again, then, may it be repeated, 
How can man be just with God? Let us 
read on—" through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth 
(to be) a propitiation." 

Through redemption, that is, through a 
ransom price ; through the great work of 
Jesus ; through the shedding of His blood, 
the sacrifice of His life, the offering of His 
soul for sin, the offering of the body of 
Christ once. As it is written, " redeemed 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish, and without spot." 
(1 Pet. i. 19.) " By the obedience of one 
shall many be made righteous ; that even 
so might grace reign through righteousness, 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord," (Rom. v. 19-21.) " Whom God 
hath set forth (to be) a propitiation ;" 
that is, a mercy-seat ; The same word as 
used in Heb. ix. 5 : that place from which 
God can justly dispense mercy to the miser- 
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able, and grace to the unworthy. The 
mercy-seat in the most holy place was 
sprinkled with blood, to show that God 
would bestow grace and mercy through 
the blood-shedding of Jesus. True, the 
mercy-seat was of gold, pure gold, all gold 
throughout, yet it was gold sprinkled with 
blood. So is justification of grace—pure 
grace, all grace throughout, yet is it grace 
through redemption, grace from a mercy_ 
seat sprinkled with blood; and every drop 
of that blood is but as the bright shining 
of that grace. 

The perfect fulfilment of all the claims 
of divine justice on human nature, by the 
obedience and death of the Lord Jesus, 
even His obedience unto death constitutes 
the righteousness in which the sinner is 
accepted before God. This is the right-
eousness of God in Christ, (2 Cor. v. 21) 
which the believing sinner is made. So 
that, when the Holy Judge pronounces the 
unworthy sinner just, He regards him as 
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standing in the perfectness of Jesus. Thus 
appearing before God, he could no more 
be condemned than could the Son of God 
Himself. He having suffered, is free from 
sin: we in Him are equally justified from 
sin. It is God in Christ, the true mercy-
seat, not imputing trespasses, but imput-
ing righteousness without works. 

Since, then, God's own Son, who is over 
all God, blessed for evermore, became flesh, 
and was found in fashion as a man; since 
He became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross, and rose again from 
the dead, that truth hath been unveiled, 
" How can man be just with God?" Let 
this truth, then, be written upon the 
tablet of your heart, that, though God 
justifies only by grace, it is through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God hath set forth (to be) a propitiation 
—a mercy-seat. 

And why this stupendous act? Why 
could not infinite grace roll its tide of 
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mercy through a lost world untinged by 
the blood of the lamb? Why no remis-
sion without the shedding of blood! Hear 
again the infallible word, (v. 25)—" to 
declare at this time his righteousness, for 
the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God; to declare at this 
time (I say) his righteousness, that he 
might be just." How the infinitely Holy 
One shrinks from the mere aspersion of 
His Holy Name. He must be a Just 
God, though a Saviour. No sin shall be 
passed over, in the forgiveness of which 
His righteousness shall not be declared; 
no sinner shall be justified, in whose 
acquittal He will not be just: He will 
justify Himself in justifying the sinner. 
Do you believe that blessed word, "by 
His grace?" Do you believe that the 
sinner's title to eternal life flows from 
grace alone? and will you not believe that 
that title itself is " the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus?" Yes; surely you will 
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be as willing that the holiness of God 
should be exalted, as that His grace 
should be magnified. All the redeemed in 
heaven bear witness to this truth that sin-
ful man can only be admitted into heaven 
through the blood of the slain and risen 
Jesus. Of all those delivered from sin 
and death out of this earth, it shall be said 
" They have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb; 
therefore are they before the throne of 
God." Yes, the blood of Jesus has been 
shed, and He has been set forth a pro-
pitiation, that the spotless holiness of God 
might be declared to the universe at large. 
Nowhere is the justice of God more glori-
ously displayed than in the unparalleled 
manner in which He forgiveth sin, and 
justifieth the sinner. He is a just God 
and a Saviour. 

But human reason has objected, that "if 
not without blood, how can it be by grace 
alone I" One word might suffice in reply 
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to this objection :—"It behoved Him, by 
whom are all things, and for whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to 
make the captain (author) of their salva-
tion perfect through suffering." (Heb. ii.) 
What it behoved infinite wisdom to do 
must be right. However, let it be con-
sidered that Jesus died not to obtain the 
grace of God for us, but as the gift of that 
grace. God spared not His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all. Hence so far 
from the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for sin diminishing the riches of grace, 
surely those riches are thereby more fully 
displayed. " God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." God in His 
grace desired to save the unworthy child-
ren of men: they could not righteously be 
saved without the shedding of blood, even 
the blood of a victim of superlative worth: 
such a victim could not be found amongst 
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men or angels, and God gave His own 
beloved Son to die—the just for the unjust. 
Thus, therefore, while the justice of the 
Holy God is abundantly magnified, His 
grace is gloriously displayed. The guilty 
sinner is freely justified, and justified 
wholly by grace; nevertheless, it is through 
redemption, wherein the righteousness of 
God is fully declared. Yea, God is as just 
in declaring the believing sinner free from 
guilt, as He will be in judging to the 
second death all who die in unbelief. He 
raised Jesus from the grave, and He 
justifies the sinner on one and the same 
ground—the value and sufficiency of the 
one offering of the Lord upon the cross. 

Here again, beloved fellow-sinner, is a 
sure resting-place for your soul. Have the 
unutterable sufferings and sorrows of the 
Lord Jesus for sin expressed the riches of 
the grace of God? Have His taking upon 
Him the form of a servant, His being 
found in fashion as a man, humbling Him- 
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self, and becoming obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross, done infinite 
honour to the holiness and justice of God ? 
Has God, by setting Him forth as a propi-
tiation or mercy-seat, declared His own 
righteousness in passing over sin ? Is He 
strictly just in justifying the ungodly who 
believe in Jesus? Yes, verily; all this is 
unalterably true! Then, I beseech you, 
seek no other ground of rest. Here let 
your immortal spirit, despite all its sin and 
guilt, place its hope. This, this, is a sure 
foundation. "That he might be just, and 
the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus." Well might the Apostle of the 
Gentiles exclaim, "It is God that justifieth, 
who is he that condemneth ? it is Christ 
that died, yea rather, that is risen again." 
Faith may well rest here. Behold the 
poor self-judged sinner, standing before 
the righteous Judge, with the deep con-
viction of his guilt. See the great Judge 
of all covering him with the all-glorious 
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righteousness of His own Son—with the 
best robe. Hear the declaration of 
unchanging truth proceed from His lips—
"He is all fair, there is no spot in him; he 
is free from sin—fully righteous—worthy 
of eternal life—accepted in the beloved;" 
while thus He publishes throughout the 
universe the righteousness of His ways and 
the holiness of his acts. Here, again, I 
assert is sure ground of rest for the guiltiest 
soul. Rest upon the person and finished 
work of the Lord Jesus, the gift of infinite 
grace, the demand and satisfaction of eter-
nal justice; the cause of more glory to 
God than the obedience of the multitude 
of the heavenly host. Here is grace much 
more abounding, where sin hath abounded, 
"Grace reigning, through righteousness, 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord." Sing, ye ransomed of the Lord in 
heaven, and ye redeemed on earth reply, 
and thou, too, my soul, in grateful ardour 
sing, "Gracious is the. Lord, and righteous; 
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yea, our God is merciful." (Psalms 
cxvi. 5.) 

But, say you, How can my soul find 
such rest, and realize such joy? How can 
the blessing be mine? What saith the word 
we are considering?—ver. 25, "through 
faith in His blood." All is in vain without 
this, so far as your salvation is concerned. 
It is true that sinners are justified freely, 
by grace, and through redemption. And 
yet there are myriads of our race who, 
with the bible in their hands, perish in 
their sins. And why? because they have 
no "faith in His blood." Even as grace 
saves not without redemption, so redemp-
tion becomes ours only by faith. For he 
that believeth not shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him. Grace 
is the eternal free source, redemption the 
righteous ground, and faith the receiving 
hand of "justification unto life." Being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. What, 
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then, is faith?—Ah, what indeed is faith ! 
how needful to be known and exercised 1 
Faith is the confidence of the guilty sinner 
in the death and resurrection of the Holy 
Jesus; the look of the sin-stung soul to the 
person of the exalted Saviour; the-rest of 
the defiled spirit in the blood of the unde-
filed Lamb, that cleanseth from all sin—
"through faith in his blood." His blood 
was shed for sin. He was raised from the 
dead, because God could righteously accept 
the shedding of His blood as an atonement 
for sin. Faith receives this, relies upon it, 
and the soul has peace with God. Faith 
is the belief of the heart, not the mere 
assent of the mind. Not the unwilling 
assent, which even Satan is constrained to 
give to the truth that he hates. Neither 
is it the careless, inconsiderate expression 
of the lip. It is not because you do not 
deny the gospel that you do therefore be- 
lieve. 	Faith is the belief of the heart. 
The sinner is led to approve, to love, to 
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prefer God's way of salvation by grace, 
through redemption, unto the glory of God. 
It is this belief of the heart in His blood 
that brings peace; it is this confidence in 
Him that gives rest. It is very simple. 
You have a jewel that you highly prize; 
you dread its loss, and feel that you can-
not preserve it. One says, I will preserve 
it for you. Having confidence in his 
word and power, you commit it to his 
keeping, and you are at rest about it. 
Your soul is that jewel; its destruction is 
inevitable, if not entrusted to one who is 
able to save and to preserve it. Jesus is 
that one. None other name than His is 
given under heaven. You believe that, 
and faith is the committing of your soul to 
Him. Then is it saved and safe. You 
can then say with Paul, " I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto him against that day," (2 Tim. 
i. 12.) 



28 	GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

But perhaps you are ready to say, Are 
we not then to repent and do good I Verily 
yes, though neither repentance nor good 
works may be put in the place of Christ, 
His work and atonement. The ground on 
which you are admitted as accepted into 
the presence of God, and the feelings 
which you cherish there, as well the offer-
ings you present there, are quite distinct 
things. I will endeavour briefly to explain 
this distinction. Before you receive the 
truth in faith, your thoughts and feelings 
towards God differ from those which 
accompany and succeed the reception of 
the truth. That change of thought and 
feeling is what the Scriptures call repent-
ance; for repentance towards God means 
change of feeling and thought towards 
Him, manifested in your ceasing to act 
against Him, to neglect, and distrust, and 
disbelieve Him. Whilst you remain far 
from God, without confidence in His grace 
and reliance upon His love in Jesus, you 
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neither believe nor repent. But when, 
through beholding His love in Jesus, 
you are led to believe on Him, through 
the atonement and resurrection of Jesus 
your thoughts and feelings towards Him 
are changed. 	Thus do you exercise 
" repentance towards God;" thus through 
faith in Him, have you obtained "repent-
ance unto life." 

And as you see the desert of your sins, 
in the amazing sufferings of the Son of 
God in the garden and on the cross; and 
as you feel in your heart the thrill of the 
love of God in giving Jesus thus to suffer, 
emotions of grief and contrition may per-
vade your spirit. Yea, and you will be 
led to confess the greatness of your sins, 
so laid upon Him. These emotions are 
the fruits of true faith and repentance. 
Before, you were unmoved by the love of 
God, and unaffected by the sufferings of 
the Lamb of God; now you feel that love, 
and are affected by those sufferings. It is 
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not, however, your grief that saves you; 
it is not your repentance that saves you. 
It is the grace of God through the blood 
of the Lamb, that saves you; and you 
receive that salvation, out of the riches of 
that grace, by faith in that precious blood. 

Further, all your abstinence from evil, 
and all your attempts at doing good, whilst 
you do not with your heart believe in Jesus, 
have no acceptance before God; but when 
you have received Jesus by faith, and when 
through faith in Him you are reconciled 
to God, you become the child and servant 
of God. Your service is, then, the service 

of faith and love, and is so accepted through 
Jesus. The " obedience of faith," or sub-
mission to the righteousness of God, must 
first take place. The fruit of that faith is 

the willing obedience of the heart to the 
precepts of the Lord Jesus, rendered 
through the aid of the Holy Ghost. Such 
fruit, cleansed by Jesus' blood from all the 
impurities which arise from your own evil 
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heart, God can accept. Thus grace is the 
root— redemption in Christ Jesus, the 
ground—faith, the recipient—and works, 
the fruit of justification unto life. 

And now, dear friend, I conclude these 
remarks. I have written them with the 
deepest conviction of their truth. I most 
earnestly beseech you to receive the truth 
into your heart. Look—oh ! look to the 
free grace of God through the blood of the 
Lord Jesus, for acceptance before Him, 
and you shall be saved, while He will be 
glorified in your salvation for ever and 
ever. 


