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PREFACE. 

ONE of the most remarkable movements of our time is 
" The Advent Testimony Movement." It started in 
the throes of the " Great War," and has continued on 
its steady way ever since. Every third Tuesday in 
the month the Kingsway Hall is filled with a tense and 
interested audience in the evening, and good gatherings 
are seen in the morning and afternoon. The speakers 
are limited to those who believe in the Personal and 
Pre-millennial Coming of Christ. Upon points of detail 
there is a difference of opinion, but there is a mutual 
and loving recognition of each other's standpoint, and 
a stedfast concentration on the fact that the Lord is 
coming back for His own people, the longing for the 
Hope of Israel to be fulfilled in the restoration of Israel 
to the Promised Land and to Jehovah, and the earnest 
cry that the Man Whom God has appointed shall come 
and rule the world in righteousness. There is ever an 
earnest endeavour to keep before the Kingsway audience, 
and in all meetings held in association with the Advent 
Testimony, the words of the Holy Spirit—" Every one 
that hath this Hope set on Christ, purifieth himself, 
even as He is pure." 

The Addresses contained in this small volume were 
given to the Advent Testimony audience which gathers 
each month in Kingsway Hall. The messages are sent 
forth in the name of the Lord with the earnest prayer, 
that He Who gave them may bless them to those who 
read. 

F. E. MARSH. 



CHAPTER I. 

WHY WILL CHRIST COME 
AGAIN ? 

SYLLABUS. 

Importance of the Question—I. To Gather His Own 
to Himself—Verses by Sir Walter Scott re the Gather-
ing of the Clan—II. To Unite the Sleeping and the 
Living—Power : " Caught up "—Partnership : Talk of 
the Aged Saints—Presence : " Himself "—III. To Com-
plete His Work—Creation : Lightfoot's  Comment—
Conformation : The Genesis and Revelation—Com-
pletion : Set in His Presence—IV. To Reward His 
Servants—Full Payment—Seven Cases—V. To Vindi-
cate His Redeemed—Pass of Glencoe—Two " When's " 

VI. To Overthrow His Enemies—Four I Will's—
Comment by David Baron—VII. To Reign as King—A 
Sevenfold Correspondence—VIII. To Judge the Wicked 
Dead—Are we Ready for Him ? 

WE are not left in the darkness of uncertainty regarding 
the purpose of Christ's return, for we have the dear 
light of revelation which shows the way to the port of 
truth. Many are the answers given in the Book in 
answer to the question before us. We do well to ponder 
the answers that our faith may be strengthened, our 
love intensified, our hope clarified, our minds informed, 
our hearts purified, our lives regulated, and our testi-
mony emphasised. 
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I. Why will Christ Come ? 

TO GATHER HIS OWN TO HIMSELF. 

" Now, we beseech you, brethren, touching the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering 
together unto Him," etc. (ii. Thess. ii. I). " Our 
gathering together unto Him," and " The coming of 
the Lord," are coupled together, as indicating they are 
one and the same thing. 

Sir Walter Scott, in " The Lady of the Lake," has 
immortalised the custom of ancient times of gathering 
the Scottish clan to war. Of the chieftain it is said,— 

" Fast the faithful clan around him drew, 
What time the warning note was keenly wound, 
What time aloft their kindred banner flew, 
While clamorous war-pipes yell'd the gathering sound, 
And while the Fiery Cross glanced, like a meteor, round." 

The reference to " The Fiery Cross," the gathering 
symbol, scathed with fire and dipped in blood, is finely 
told in the following lines :— 

" 'Twas all prepared ;—and from the rock, 
A goat, a patriarch of the flock, 
Before the kindling pile was laid, 
And pierced by Roderick's ready blade. 
Patient the sickening victim eyed 
The life-blood ebb in crimson tide, 

The grisly priest, with murmuring prayer, 
A slender crosslet form'd with care. 

The cross, thus form'd, he held on high, 
With wasted hand and haggard eye. 
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" He scathed the cross with flame, 

The crosslet's points of sparkling wood, 
He quenched among the bubbling blood, 
And, as again the sign he rear'd, 
Hollow and hoarse his voice was heard : 

When flits this cross from man to man, 
Vich-Alpine's summons to his clan.' " 

Then the poet makes the messenger to rush through 
the land and to pass on the gathering symbol from hand 
to hand. 

" When lightly bounded to the land, 
The messenger of blood and brand. 

Fast as the fatal symbol flies, 
In arms the huts and hamlets rise ; 
From winding glen, from upland brown, 
They pour'd each hardy tenant down. 
Nor slacked the messenger his pace ; 
He shewed the sign, he named the place, 
And, pressing forward like the wind, 

-Left clamour and surprise behind. 
The fisherman forsook the strand, 
The swarthy smith took dirk and brand ; 
With changed cheer, the mower blithe 
Left in the half-cut swathe the scythe ; 
The herds without a keeper strayed, 
The plough was in mid-furrow staid, 
The falc'ner tossed his hawk away, 
The hunter left the stag at bay ; 
Prompt at the signal of alarms, 
Eac) son of Alpine rush'd to arms." 
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As the fiery cross gathered the clan to follow their 
chief, in the olden Scottish days ; so all those who 
know the worth of Calvary's cross, and are in the clan 
of the redeemed, will be gathered by the Lord's 
gathering shout and act, to Himself. " Unto Him " we 
shall be gathered. It is the personnel of His return 
which creates the heart-joy of the Lord's advent. We 
are like Mephibosheth, who was dissatisfied so long as 
David was away, but when the King came back, 
methinks he must have forgotten his lameness in the 
satisfaction of the sight of the man who had done him 
such kindnesses for Jonathan's sake. 

II. Why will Christ Come ? 

TO UNITE THE SLEEPING AND LIVING SAINTS. 

" The dead in Christ shall rise first, then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air " 
(1. Thess. iv. 16, 17). Three things are worthy of note, 
namely,—power, partnership, and presence. 

POWER. The word translated " caught up " means 
to carry off by force. It is rendered " catcheth " in 
speaking of a wild beast carrying off its prey (John 
x. 12) ; it is translated " To take by force," in referring 
to anyone being taken where he does not wish to go 
(Acts xxiii. 1o) ; and the word is given " pluck," in 
calling attention to one who would violently pluck 
something out of the hand of another (John x. 28, 29). 
When the Lord comes He carries off His own by His 
power. No law of gravitation, nor opposing forces in 
the air, will be able to impede His triumphant and 
irresistible carrying off. 
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PARTNERSHIP. How sweet and soothing, uplifting, 
and comforting are those words, " caught up together." 

Together." The raised do not precede the living, 
nor the living the raised. And there can be no mistake, 
for it is " with them," as the preposition " with " 
implies. At the same time, and in the same manner. 
An aged saint was seeking to console her husband, by 
telling him not to be disappointed if she did not speak 
much to him when the Lord came, " for," she said, " I 
shall be so taken up with the Lord that I shall not have 
time to speak to you, John." Whereupon the husband 
replied, " Don't let that trouble you ; we are going to 
be caught up together with each other, and while we are 
being translated, we shall have time for a wee bit crack 
together." The outstanding star words are, " with 
Him," " we shall be," and " with them,"—our loved 
ones who have fallen asleep. We shall be " with 
them," because we shall be " with HiRs;:ot.  - 	_ 

tre,,J t uka, 	tsaa 	catiAfgat 
PRESENCE. What multum in parvb we find in u.,„.  • , 

I. Thess. iv. 13-18. The word " coming " means LLA.A.,z,V act. ( 
presence, the presence of one person alongside another ; 
then the Lord, as the Lord, is mentioned five times—
" word of the Lord," " coming of the Lord," " the 
Lord Himself," " meet the Lord," and " with the 
Lord " ; then the word " Himself " shines out with 
unmistakable brilliancy, for _the emphasis must be on 
" Himself," or as it has been rendered, " the Lord by 
Himself "—that is, unaccompanied by anyone else. 
As Isaac went out alone to commune in the field by 
himself, so, when our Lord returns, He comes alone for 
His own. Not so when He gathers Israel to their own 
land, He sends His angels to gather them ; and when 
He comes in judgment He comes with His saints (Zech. 
xiv. 5 ; Jude 14 ; Matt. xxiv. 31). 
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III. Why will Christ Come ? 

TO COMPLETE HIS WORK. 

" He that hath begun a good work in you, will 
perform " (" finish," margin) " it until the day of Jesus 
Christ " (Phil. i. 6). These words may be summarised 
by the words Creation, Conformation, and Completion. 

CREATION. " He hath begun a good work in you." 
We must not read a too limited meaning into these 
words as Lightfoot seems to do, that is, " Their co-
operation with and their affection for the Apostle," 
although the Bishop recognises indirectly that every 
grace in its operation is " God's doing from beginning 
to end." There was a time when we were devoid of 
the life that moves and moulds, but when the Spirit 
moved upon the chaos of our nature, He brought us 
into the kosmos of His life, light, love, and liberty. 

CONFORMATION. We must recognise the process 
between the crisis and the consummation. How much 
there lies between the Genesis of our spiritual creation, 
and the Revelation of the consummation of the glory. 
" Begun " is the inception to the realm of Grace, the 
wicket-gate which leads into the Heavenly way ; and 

perform," or (as the Revised Version) " perfect," 
proclaims the end of the journey ; but what a lot of 
country of Christian experience there is to be traversed, 
as Bunyan well describes in " The Pilgrim's Progress." 

COMPLETION. " Perfect it until the day of Jesus 
Christ." Lightfoot well says, " The day of Christ is 
a more appropriate limit than ' the day of your death.' " 
Death was but an incident with the apostle ; the 
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coming of the Lord was ever a present hope, as it is 
even now in his paradisaical state. But we must not 
confuse the " Day of the Lord " which looms so largely 
in the Old Testament prophetical writings, and com-
mences with His coming in judgment with His saints, 
and the " Day of Christ," which is the day so frequently 
mentioned in the Epistles, and which is limited to the 
Lord's people and His coming in grace for them. 

When the Lord puts His hand to the plough to turn 
up the soil of our nature, that the seed of the new life 
may be planted, He never looks back. The weeds may 
grow, the fowls of the evil one come, the frost of trial—
bite, the winter blast of temptation—nip, the storm of 
persecution—try, the mildew of unwatchfulness—spot, 
and the grubs of heart sins, such as peevishness and 
inner rebellion—hinder ; but in spite of all, the Good 
Husbandman will hoe up the weeds with the hoe of 
discipline, scare away the birds of evil with the clapper 
of His truth, with the frost send the mantle of the 
warming snow, cause the sun of His love to counteract 
the stormy blast, give the shelter of His presence when 
the persecution comes, invigorate the implanted life 
with the springtime of His grace, and take away the 
filthy grubs of flesh and spirit. And at the last He will 

present you " (" set you," Revised Version) " fault- 
• less before the presence of His glory with exceeding 

joy " (Jude 24). If He did not do it, it would never be 
done. My soul, pause and wonder ; my reader, stop 
and think, meditate and rejoice, worship and adore, 
praise and magnify, till tears drop from your eyes, love 
from your hearts, and loyalty spring up all the time, 
for there is a day when Christ will look at us and see 
Himself. 
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IV. Why will He Come ? 

TO REWARD HIS SERVANTS. 

Of Moses it is said : " He had respect unto the 
recompense of the reward," as giving the reason why 
he esteemed reproach for Christ as " greater riches than 
the treasures of Egypt." Five R's are found in this 
verse (Heb. xi. 26), " Reproach," " Riches," " Respect," 
" Recompense," and " Reward." The word " reward " 
is a part of the word " recompense." The word is 
rendered " recompense of reward " three times in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (u. 2 ; x. 35 ; xL 26). " Full 
payment of wages " is the meaning. There is nothing 
we deny ourselves, or do for the 'Lord, but He will 
reward. He will not forget, or lose sight of, any-
thing that calls for commendation. Let us remember 
He records the ardent faith of a clinging suppliant (Matt. 
xv. 28) ; the generous heart which gives all in con-
secration, even though that all be but " two mites " 
(Luke xxi. 3) ; the grateful thanks of a cleansed man 
are remembered by Him (Luke xvii. i8, 19) ; the true 
confession of Himself evokes from Him appropriate 
appreciation (Matt. xvi. 17) ; the breaking of the costly 
box of precious ointment calls forth His approbation 
(Matt. xxvi. 13) ; He commends the earnest desire of 
David to build him a temple (II. Sam. vii. 2-7 ; I. Chron. 
xxviii. 2) ; He is careful to give as much reward to a 
prophet's host, as to the prophet himself (Matt. x. 41) ; 
and the cup of water given to one of His own is 
accepted as done to Himself (Matt. x. 42). 

" Our labour and our pleasure 
Be this, to do His will, 

To use our little measure 
In loving service still. 
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The cup of water given 
For Him will find reward 

Both now and soon in heaven, 
Remembered by our Lord." 

V. Why will He Come ? 

TO VINDICATE HIS REDEEMED. 

When the Lord comes with His saints to judge the 
wicked, He will recompense tribulation to those who 
have troubled His people by causing them to " suffer " ; 
meantime we are exhorted to " rest," for the despised 
now will be " admired " " when He comes to be glorified 
in His saints " (II. Thess. i. 6-1o). The pass of Glencoe, 
in Scotland, is reached by a long, steep, and winding 
path ; but at its top there is a stone with the inscrip-
tion, " Rest and be thankful." We tread the winding 
and steep path of life now, and are subject to many 
assaults from men and hell, but we shall rest soon where 
troubles cannot reach us, and the persecutors and 
tempters will feel the iron hand of our Lord. 
' 	The two " when's " of verses 7 and 10 focus the 
point of vindication. " When the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven," then those who know not God, 
and who have not obeyed the Gospel, will be punished 
with banishment from His face and favour. The word 
" revelation " (" apokalupsis ") means to unveil, and 
is associated with Christ's return when speaking of His 
" coming " (1. Cor. i. 7), His " appearing " (1. Peter i. 7), 
and when " His glory shall be revealed " (I. Peter 
iv. 13). His coming in the manifestation of His power 
and glory will blind and confuse His enemies. 

When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe in that day, 
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it will be evident how futile and foolish the persecution 
of God's redeemed was. They will be " admired," and 
He will be " glorified " in them. 

VI. Why will He Come ? 

TO OVERTHROW HIS ENEMIES. 

The wonderful scene depicted in Isaiah lxiii. 1-6, 
with its counterpart of fulfilment, in Rev. xix. 11-16, 
represents Christ as a mighty and victorious Man of 
War, overcoming His enemies. There are four tre-
mendous " I will's " in the prophetic section. 

THE " I WILL " OF TREADING. " I Will tread 
them in Mine anger, and trample them in My fury." 
Jehovah is slow to move in judgment ; but when He 
thus moves, His actions are righteous, decisive, and 
terrible. As when Israel possessed the Land of Canaan, 
they had first to dispossess the kings of Canaan (thirty-
one of them, Josh. xii. 1-24) ; so Christ has to remove 
everything that offends before He sets up His kingdom. 

THE " I WILL " OF STAINING. " Their blood shall 
be sprinkled upon My garments, and I will stain all My 
raiment." He, whose body was once stained•with His 
own blood on Calvary's Cross, will be stained with the 
blood of His enemies in their conquest. 

THE " I WILL " OF CONQUEST. " I will tread down 
the people " (" Peoples," R.V.) " in Mine anger, and 
make them drunk in My fury." Like a mighty tidal 
wave He sweeps everything before Him, and causes the 
nations to be overwhelmed and overpowered, even as a 
man is overpowered by drink. It is important to notice 
the Revised Reading of " peoples " rather than 
I C people." The " people," as " the people," are 
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undoubtedly " Israel," unless otherwise named ; but 
peoples " indicate the nations, and especially those 

who are allied against Him. 

THE " I WILL " OF HUMILIATION. " I will bring 
down their strength to the earth," or, as the R.V., 

poured out their life blood on the earth," which may 
mean their utter exhaustion, and thus caused them to 
be in a state of abject weakness. What finite arm can 
withstand the infinitude of Almighty Power ? 

David Baron has well said of Christ's coming as 
The Man of War : " This is an aspect of Christ's 
character on which men do not like to dwell ; but let 
it not be forgotten that the same prophet, Isaiah, who 
pictures Him in the 53rd chapter as the suffering Lamb 
of God, describes Him in the 63rd as clothed in majesty, 
marching forth in the greatness of His strength to take 
vengeance on the nations." 

VII. Why will Christ Come ? 

TO REIGN AS KING. 

Both in Old and New Testament, it is stated that 
Christ shall reign as King on or over the earth. When 
the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, he gave to her a 
seven-fold prophecy about Christ, and that prophecy 
had previously been given to Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel. The following seven-fold correspondence is 
proof. 

INCARNATION. 

" Behold, a virgin shall 	" Behold, thou shalt con- 
conceive and bear a son " 	ceive in thy womb, and bring 
(Isa. vii. 14). 	 forth a son " (Luke i. 31). 
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DESIGNATION. 

" And shall call His Name 
Immanuel " (Isa. vii. 14). 

" And shalt call His Name 
Jesus " (Luke i. 31). 

EXALTATION. 

	

" A great light. . . . The 	" He shall be great " (Luke 

	

government shall be upon His 	i. 32). 
shoulder " (Isa. ix. 2, 6). 

SPECIFICATION. 
" His Name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of PeaCe " 
(Isa. ix. 6). 

" And shall be called the 
Son of the Highest " (Luke 
i. 32). 

CORONATION. 
" I will raise unto David a 

Righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper " (Jer. 
xxiii. 5 ; xxx. 9). 

" And the Lord God shall 
give unto Him the throne of 
His 	father , David " (Luke 
i. 32). 

DOMINION. 
' And David My servant 

	
" And He shall reign over 

shall be king over them " 
	

the house of Jacob for ever " 
(Ezek. xxxvii. 24). 	 (Luke i. 33). 

DURATION. 
" Of the increase of His 

government and peace there 
shall be no end " (Isa. ix. 7). 

" And of His kingdom 
there shall be no end " (Luke 

i. 33) • 

Many problems are unsolved, and many wrongs are 
unrequited, and will remain so until the coming of the 
King ; but when He returns, the ideal kingship, 
described in Psalm lxxii., will find its fulfilment in great 
David's greater Son. All the universe will feel the 
beneficence of His rule, and the benediction of His 
peace, 
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Frequently we read of the Day of the Lord, and 
when the Lord of the Day arrives, then we shall know 
all He has promised ; meantime, we can say— 

THE DAY OF THE LORD. 

A day of righteous rule, 
A day when Christ shall sway ; 

A day when kings shall bow, 
And crowns before Him lay. 

A day when wars shall cease, 
And battles be no more ; 

A day when peace shall reign, 
And men the Lord adore. 

A day when strife shall end, 
And men each other love, 

And vie to do for Him 
Who reigns in light above. 

A day when beasts that roar, 
Shall not each other rend ; 

But all lie down in peace, 
And to the man shall bend. 

A day when right shall be, 
Because the right is right ; 

And those who wrong and sin, 
Shall feel the might of right. 

A day of praise to Him 
Who died on Calvary's tree ; 

For nailed hands of love, 
The sinner maketh free. 

So hasten on the day 
When Christ in power shall reign ; 

And love and labour well, 
And follow in His train. 
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VIII. Why will Christ Come ? 

TO JUDGE THE WICKED DEAD. 

Rev. xx. 11-15 gives in detail the judgment that 
will take place at the end of the Millennium. The 
people who are judged are the " Dead," and the basis 
of the judgment is " according to their works," and 
the " second death " is the punishment which is visited 
upon the judged. The " second death " is not anni- 
hilation, for if Rev. xix. 20 is compared with Rev. 
xx. 1o, it will be seen that when Satan is cast into the 
" Lake of Fire," the False Prophet and the Beast are 
still in the same place, into which they had been 
previously cast a thousand years before. The second 
death is eternal separation from God, and from the 
face of His favour, and the glory of His power. 

There are many other reasons why He will come, 
but the above indicate a few. Meantime, the solemn 
and pertinent question is, " Are we ready for Him ?" 
If we are not, then faith will be small, love will be low, 
hope will be dim, zeal will be damped ; but if we are 
on the alert, then faith will be full-orbed, love will be 
burning well, hope will be shining bright, and zeal will 
be an ardent flame. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE SWEEP AND SOVEREIGNTY 

OF CHRIST'S MISSION. 

SYLLABUS. 

" Jesus an Absolute "—I. " These Things " of 
Salvation—His Passing " through Jericho "—His Per-
sonality : " Could not have been imagined "—His 
Penetration : He " saw him "—The Potentate : " Lord " 
—The Presence : Salvation—George Macdonald's say-
ing—His Purpose : " To save "—II. The " added " of 
Revelation—Robinson's saying—III. The " Because " 
of Destination—Jerusalem of His Death—IV. The 
" They Thought " of Misconception—A Twofold Mis-
conception—V. The Nobleman of Description—Eight-
fold Nobleness of His Character, etc.—VI. The " Re-
ceive " of Dominion—" To obtain the rank of King "—
Sevenfold Character of His Kingdom—VII. The " Return 
of manifestation "—" To Return " ; " Hupostrepho " : 
To come back to the place from which He went. 

" JEsus," says Matthew Arnold, " as He appears in the 
Gospels . . . is, in the jargon of modern philosophy, an 
Absolute " ; and what he says about Jesus we may say 
of His teachings—they are absolute in their certainty, 
authenticity, reliability, accuracy, Divinity, eternity, , 
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and humanity ; hence, we say, in the language of the 
Holy Spirit : " Whosoever goeth onward and abideth 
not in the teaching of Christ hath not God ; he that 
abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father 
and the Son " (ii. John 9, R.V.). 

The teachings of Christ are not only absolute, but 
they are concrete. Take what we find in Luke 
xix. II, 12 : " And as they heard these things, He 
added and spake a parable, because He was nigh to 
Jerusalem, and because they thought the kingdom of 
God should immediately appear. He said therefore, A 
certain Nobleman went into a far country, to receive 
for Himself a kingdom, and to return." 

In the suggestions, associations, and revelation of 
these words we have the sweep and sovereignty of 
Christ's mission. His mission in the past in grace, and 
His mission in the future in government. 

Of the gold in the Tabernacle out of which the 
vessels were made, we read it was " beaten " work 
(Exod. xxv. 18, 31, 36 ; xxxvii. 7, 17, 22) ; so let us 
with the hammer of meditation beat out the meaning 
of these words of our Lord, and do so by letting the 
focussing words suggest points :— 

The " These Things " of Salvation (ver. II). 

The " Added " of Revelation (ver. II). 

The " Because " of Destination (ver. II). 

The " They Thought " of Misconception (ver. II). 

The " Nobleman " of Description (ver. 12). 

The " Receive " of Dominion (ver. 12). 

The " Return " of Manifestation (ver. 12). 
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I.—THE " THESE THINGS " OF SALVATION. 

" These Things " are embodied and unfolded in the 
previous ten verses of Luke xix., and they all centre 
in Jesus Himself. " These Things " focus in the name 
of " Jesus," in His title as " Lord," and in the personal 
pronouns. As we briefly look at them, let us remember 
what the law of Biblical interpretation teaches—namely, 
there is a soul of inner meaning as well as the body of 
outward statement. 

His PASSING. " Jesus entered and passed through 
Jericho." Jericho was the place which came under 
the curse of God, and a curse was pronounced upon the 
person who rebuilt it (Josh. vi. 26 ; I. Kings xvi. 34). 
His " passing through " was more than an incident of 
travel, it was an illustration of the travail which He 
passed through when He was made a curse for us on 
Calvary. Death had " passed into "* (Rom. v. 12) all 
the man of menthat is, through every part of man's 
being ; and Christ, the Man of men, passed through all 
our death in His death on the Cross. 

*11 
His PERSONALITY. " Sought to see Jesus, Who He 

was." Time would fail us to tell all He is and was, 
even if it were possible ; but we may say of Him, He 
is " a Personality which men could not have imagined, 
a Personality which must be historical, and which must 
be Divine." 

THE " PLACE." " When Jesus came to the place." 
The " place " to which He came was the place where the 
sinner was to be found. He did not go after angels in 
their innocence, but after sinners in their need. In the 

* The preposition rendered " upon" is " eis," which is given " unto," in the 
R.V.; but the thought expressed is " towards," in order to go into. 
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after days He went to the " place called Calvary," and 
there He was placed between two thieves, that He 
might place just such sinners in a place prepared for 
them by His grace. 

HIS PENETRATION. " He looked up and saw him." 
Nothing can be hid from His holy and loving sight. 
He sees the sinners at their worst, that He may bless 
them with His best. His eyes are as a flame of fire, to 
discover and convince of sin ; but they are also com-
pared to dove's eyes, gentle and compassionate, to draw 
those who see them to His redeeming love. 

THE POTENTATE. Twice Zaccheus called Him 
" Lord," and so doing owned the authority of Christ 
over him, and His absolute right to him ; hence, he no 
longer acted as a self-willed sinner, but as a love-
dominated son, to do the will of his Lord. Here is the 
sum and substance of the Christian life, for as self-will 
is the essence of sin, so doing God's . will is the soul of 
holiness and the bliss of heaven. 

THE PRESENCE. " To-day is salvation come to this 
house." One of the names of the Lord is " Salvation " 
(" Behold thy Salvation cometh," Isa. lxii. II ; " Behold 
thy King cometh," Matt. xxi. 5). Well might George 
Macdonald say : " Any salvation short of God Himself 
is no salvation at all." Salvation came to Zaccheus 
because Christ Himself had come. Nothing less than 
the Saviour will do, and nothing else is required. He is 
more than enough. 

HIS PURPOSE. " The Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save that which is lost." The Perfect Human, 
and yet the One Who is perfectly human, has come. 
Here is fact : the Invisible has become visible—God 
manifest in human form ; and He had a definite aim 
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in coming—namely, to find the lost. Man, by sin, may 
be lost in three ways : he is lost to God; to himself, and 
to others, and he will never find himself, nor God, nor 
others, till he is found by Him. 

We have but briefly touched upon " these things " 
which touch Christ's first advent ; but they are essential 
and the prelude to what follows. 

II.—THE " ADDED " OF REVELATION. 
Christ's additions are always revelations, for He 

unfolds to us what we should not otherwise know. 
" Added " signifies something in addition ; hence, it 
signifies to increase, as when members were " added " 
to the Church (Acts ii. 41, 47), as when an " increase " 
is desired to faith (Luke xvii. 5), as when reference is 
made to " add " to the height of a man's stature (Matt. 
vi. 27), as when there is " added " to us the essential 
things of life because we have sought first the kingdom 
of God (Matt. vi. 33), as when something " more " is 
" given " than we possessed already (Mark iv. 24), 
and as when Herod, after he had killed James, " pro-
ceeded further " to take Peter (Acts xii. 3). 

Christ gradually unfolded His truth to His disciples, 
and made them to understand the progressiveness of 
His plans. The modern mistake is, to want something 
in addition to what we have revealed, rather than to 
carefully ponder what our Lord has said. There is much 
truth yet to break forth from God's Word, as Robinson 
said to the Pilgrim Fathers long ago. The danger is 
lest we should want the candle-light of our own deduc-
tions, rather than the sunrise of God's revelation. 
Take this very theme of Christ's return : how ignorant 
the majority of Christ's servants are about it, - and all 
because they do not carefully study what He says. 
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III. THE " BECAUSE " OF DESTINATION. 

Christ spake the parable " because He was nigh to 
Jerusalem." Why ? What had His nearness to Jeru-
salem to do with His teaching about His return ? The 
disciples failed to apprehend that His goal was His 
death at Jerusalem, they looked for a kingdom to 
" immediately appear." In the remote context, Christ 
unfolds that the purpose of His first advent was His 
atoning death at Calvary. This may be fully appre-
hended if we connect, what Luke alone brings out, the 
references to Jerusalem. 

" His decease, which He should accomplish at Jeru-
salem " (ix. 31). 

" Steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem " 
(ix. 51). 

" His face was as though He would go to Jeru-
salem " (ix. 53). 

" Teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem " 
(xiii. 22). 

" It cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jeru-
salem " (xiii. 33). 

" It came to pass as He went to Jerusalem " 
% (xvii. ii). 

" Behold, we go up to Jerusalem " (xviii. 31). 
" He was nigh to Jerusalem " (xix. II). 

" He went before, ascending up to Jerusalem " 
(xix. 28). 

There are no less than thirty-two references to 
Jerusalem in Luke's , Gospel, and nearly all of those 
mentioned, from the transfiguration scene to the 
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accomplishment of His sacrificial atonement on Calvary, 
have their focus-point in His death. All this goes to 
prove :— 

His star of destiny was His death on Calvary. 
His death was no accident, but a deliberate purpose. 
His death was a goal, a terminus. 
His death was an accomplishment, a work done for 

us. 
His death was essential, a necessity to meet a need. 
His death was a smiting of the Rock,_ that the living 

waters might flow. 
His death is the gate of life, which leads to the plains 

of glory. 
His death is a mould to shape and make us. 

IV.—THE " THEY THOUGHT " OF 
MISCONCEPTION. 

" They thought the kingdom of God should imme-
diately appear " and even after His death the disciples 
were still obsessed with the same thought, for they said 
to Christ : " Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel ?" (Acts i. 6). Reading the Old 
Testament prophecies, such as that found in Daniel 
vii. 13, 14, the disciples would naturally look for the 
setting-up of the Messianic throne. The prophecy is 
most explicit. Daniel says : " I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of Man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and He came to the Ancient 
of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. And 
there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a king-
dom, that all people, nations, and languages should 
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serve Hini ; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed." 

But the misconception would not have been formed 
if a further prophecy in Daniel had been read, for we 
read in Daniel ix. 26 : "After three-score and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and shall have nothing " 
(margin). These words plainly indicate that something 
should happen which would hinder the setting up" of the 
kingdom. To half read the Scriptures is to misread 
them. Christ was " cut off out of the land of the 
living," and that cutting off is distinctly said to be 
because of the transgressions of others (Isa. liii. 8). The 
King was rejected, as the inscription of the Cross pro-
claims ; for while the inscription declares He is " The 
King of the Jews," the Prince of Life was " killed " 
with wicked hands (Acts iii. 15). This fact was appre-
hended by the disciples after they were enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit, as Peter affirmed to the people ; for of 
that death, he proclaims it was what God " had showed 
by the mouth of all His holy prophets that Christ 
should suffer," and then he adds further, that God 
would send Jesus Christ again, Who will usher in " the 
times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets " (Acts 
iii. 13-21). 

THE MISTAKE IN CHRIST'S TIME WAS THE KINGDOM 
WAS LOOKED FOR WITHOUT THE CROSS ; THE MISTAKE 
NOW IS THE CROSS IS SEEN, BUT NOT THE KINGDOM. 
When the children of Israel looked to the brazen 
serpent and received life, they pitched their tents 
towards the sun-rising (Num. xxi. II), so those who 
have looked to Christ for life and liberty, should be 
looking for Him as Saviour and King. 
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V.—THE " NOBLEMAN " OF DESCRIPTION. 

Christ speaks of Himself as " a certain Nobleman," 
that is, one of noble birth and high degree, a well-born 
man. In a veiled way Christ speaks of His Deity and 
dignity. Who can speak of His nobility ! He is noble 
in nature, for He is the Holy One ; He is noble in name, 
for He bears the sweetest of them—Jesus ; He is noble 
in place, for He has been exalted to the right hand of 
God ; He is noble in possessions, for all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge are found in Him ; yea, all the 
fulness of God ; He was noble in life, for He was, and is, 
the Living Expression of all God is ; He was noble in 
act, for He ever went about doing good ; He was noble 
in His death, for He loved us and gave Himself for us ; 
and He will be noble when He comes back again, for all 
the universe shall own Him to be King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

VI.—THE " RECEIVE " OF DOMINION. 

" To receive for Himself a kingdom," or, as it has 
been rendered, " To obtain the rank of King." One 
of the important things to distinguish in thinking of 
the Lord's return is to ponder the occasion of His 
reference, to whom He spoke, and the character in 
which He reveals Himself in His advent. For instance, 
how different is the language when He speaks of His 
coming and receiving His own to Himself, as described 
in John xiv., and His unfolding of the " end of the age," 
and the things which precede and accompany His mani-
festation in power and great glory, as the Son of Man. 
This is brought out in Matt. xxiv. and xxv. When He 
speaks of His coming as the Nobleman, He is speaking 
to the people, and therefore His kingdom has special 
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reference to Israel and the world, for the King of the 
Jews is the King of kings. 

What will be the character of His kingdom ? We 
need to ponder Old Testament prophecies for an answer 
to the question. If we focus our attention on Dan. ii. 
and vii., we find a sevenfold revelation regarding the 
character of the kingdom. 

RECEIVED KINGDOM. " There was given Him 
dominion, glory, and a kingdom " (Dan. vii. 14). There 
is a threefold gift bestowed upon Him—namely, 
" Dominion, glory, and a kingdom." " Dominion " 
signifies the rule of authority ; hence, it is said Christ 
shall " rule the nations with a rod of iron " (Rev. 
xix. 15). " Glory " means the excellence of anything 
in display, as the sparkling diamond tells out its worth. 
The rule of righteousness will be because of the King 
of Righteousness. " Kingdom " speaks of a King. 
All democracies will fail because of the canker of 
unrighteousness ; Christ's kingdom will stand because 
of its righteousness and love. 

POWERFUL KINGDOM. " A Stone . . . smote the 
image . . . and brake it in pieces " (Dan. ii. 34). Some 
have tried to make this apply to Christ's first advent, 
but when He first came He came in humiliation and 
grace. At His Second Coming He will come in power 
and government. The Stone will smite the image on 
the ten toes, and break them in pieces. The ten toes 
represent the partition under ten kings of the old 
Roman Empire (Dan. vii. 24), which shall arise in the 
last days. When Christ first came the Roman Empire 
was a unit ; but when He returns it will be cut up into 
ten portions ; and the Stone crushing the image depicts 
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His overthrow of the world-powers, and the establishing 
of His dominion over the earth. 

VICTORIOUS KINGDOM. Associated with the ten 
kings there will be another raised, as represented in the 
little horn, who is also identified with the king of fierce 
countenance ; but over both Christ is Conqueror, for 
the " judgment shall sit," and the dominion of the little 
horn shall be taken away (Dan. vii. 26), and when the 
other stands up " against the Prince of princes," he 
shall " be broken without hand " (Dan. viii. 25). Like 
a mighty avalanche the Man of Calvary shall sweep all 
opposing forces before Him. 

RECOGNISED KINGDOM. " All dominions shall serve 
Him " (Dan. vu. 14, 27). Whether they will or not, 
" serve " Him they must. They will bow the knee in 
submission, bend before Him in homage, recognise Him 
as King, and minister to Him as humble vassals ; yea, 
they shall serve Him as God. Wilson points out, to 
".serve " means to minister to Him as God (see Dan. 
111. 12, 14, 17, ±8 ; vi. 16, 20, where the same word 
occurs). 

UNIVERSAL KINGDOM. " All peoples, nations, and 
languages shall serve Him " (Dan. vii. 14). Thus, in a 
threefold way, universality is expressed. The far-
reachingness of His kingdom is further denoted, when 
the Stone becomes a mountain, which will fill " the 
whole earth " (Dan. ii. 35). The mountain is a meta-
phorical figure, denoting the absolute sovereignty and 
influence of His dominating power. 

EVERLASTING KINGDOM. " His dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed " (Dan. 
vii. 14, 27). Christ's kingdom, unlike the kingdoms 
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represented in the golden image and the four wild 
beasts, will not be, overthrown, nor give place to 
another. His kingdom will not tumble to pieces by 
internal corruption, nor be overcome by any hostile 
power, nor be crushed by outside judgment. 

SET KINGDOM. " And in the days of those kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed ; and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever " (Dan. 
ii. 44). When God " sets up," none can put down. 
Any who attempt to set down what God sets up, will 
find themselves broken to pieces ; even as the gulls 
who dashed themselves against the glass of the electric-
lighted Statue of Liberty, in New York harbour, found 
themselves broken in wing and limb on the rocks 
beneath. 

For this kingdom Christ waits, and we wait with 
Him. His kingly sway will bring peace and prosperity, 
and His alone. 

VII.—THE " RETURN " OF MANIFESTATION. 
Christ as the Nobleman not only went into the " far 

country to receive for Himself a kingdom," but " to 
return " (Luke xix. 12). To the simple-hearted reader 
" return " means to come back to the place from which 
the traveller started. The word " returned " is so 
used in speaking of Mary after her three months' visit 
to her friend Elizabeth, who " returned to her own 
house." " Returned " is further found in describing 
the act of the centurion after he had gone to Christ on 
behalf of his servant's healing, who in " returning to 
his house " found the servant whole. " Return," is the 
direction which Christ gave to the man out of whom 
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He cast a legion of demons, when He bade him—
" Return to thine own house, and show how great 
things God hath done for thee " ; and of Christ it is 
said, " He returned back again " into the ship, from 
whence He had come (Luke i. 56 ; vii. 10 ; viii. 37, 39). 
A further interesting usage of " hupostrepho " is found 
in the Acts, in speaking of those who " returned to " 
or " from Jerusalem " (i. 12 ; viii. 25 ; xii. 25 ; xxii. 17, 
—" Come again," in the last verse). " Hupostrepho " is 
a compound word, from " hupo," which means under, 
and " strepho," which significs to turn, to turn back 
again, and is rendered " turn again " and " turn back 
again " (Matt. vii. 6 ; Acts vii. 39). 

From the above it will be gathered, when Christ is 
said to " return," He will " turn back again " from the 
place whence He started, therefore we may expect Him. 

He will come back again to earth, 
From whence He went away ; 

He will have got the kingdom then, 
And He will come to stay. 

It may seem superfluous to thus emphasise His 
return ; but when we read of men who try to make 
" return " not to mean come back, we do well to 
emphasise. Here is a sample of mystic muddle : " By 
the Lord's advent in the clouds of heaven, is not to be 
understood that He will thus appear, but that He will 
appear in the Word ; for the Lord is the Word, because 
He is the Divine truth. The clouds of heaven in which 
He will come are the sense of the letter of the Word, 
and the glory is the spiritual sense." Such an explana-
tion is nothing less than self-inflated nonsense. He will 
actually, visibly, bodily, come again. For this we wait 
and live. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE FACT AND FEATURES OF 
CHRIST'S ADVENT. 

SYLLABUS. 

Joseph Parker on the Great Words of the Bible—
Meaning of the Word " Erchomai "—He Came, and He • 
will Come—Alphabetical use of " Erchomai"—An-
nouncement of His Coming—Blessing of His Coming—
Command of His Coming—Display of His Coming—
Expectation of His Coming—Faithfulness of His 
Coming—Glory of His Coming—Holiness of His 
Coming—Inspiration of His Coming—Joy of His 
Coming—Kindness of His Coming—" Little While " of 
His Coming—Might of His Coming—Nuptials of His 
Coming—Omen of His Coming—Purport of His Coming 
—Quickness of His Coming—Reward of His Coming—
Sureness of His Coming—Triumph of His Coming—
Universality of His Coming—Vision of His Coming—
Wealth of His Coming—'Xcellence of His Coming—
Zenith of His Coming. 

THE late Rev. Joseph Parker, of the City Temple, 
London, in preaching the Free Church Council sermon 
at Nottingham many years ago, referred to some modern 
preachers, who, in their desire to be original, did away 
with some of the old and terse and expressive words of 



THE FACT AND FEATURES OF CHRIST'S ADVENT. 29 

the Bible. In a Parker manner, he asked : " What 
words will take the place of such suggestive and preg-
nant ones as Grace,' Light,' Peace,' Love,' Blood,' 
' Truth," Life,' and' Christ ' ? These God-inspired mono-
syllables—who can improve upon them ? We may say 
of these words and others, what the little girl said of 
the stars, when informing her father what they were : 
' They are gimlet-holes in the floor of heaven, to let the 
glory through.' " 

There are certain words associated with the coming 
of Christ, which in their embodied meaning proclaim 
the fact and features of His return. We purpose 
studying one of these words and letting its obvious 
meaning speak for itself. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF HIS COMING. 

The Greek word erchomai, which is generally rendered 
" come," denotes the act of a person in coming or going. 
This word is of vital importance to our theme, for two 
reasons : First, because of its association with Christ's 
past advent in humiliation and His future coming in 
glory ; and second, because in both of these connections 
it is found in association with the purpose of His 
advents. 

As to His past coming, He came to His own," 
literally " His own things " ; but His own possessions 
did not recognise His claim (R.V. marg., John i. ii). 
Christ's words to Pilate were terse and telling, as He 
told of His purpose in coming into the world. He 
said : " To this end was I born, and for this cause came 
I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the 
truth " (John xviii. 37). Men were in the darkness of 
unbelief, ignorance, and sin ; but He came, as He said : 
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" I am come a Light into the world " (John xii. 46). 
Men were lost in the wilderness of sin, and lost to God's 
service and glory, hence Christ " came to seek and to 
save that which was lost " (Luke xix. io). Men had 
missed the mark and could not find their way back to 
God, hence He " came to save sinners " (1. Tim. i. 15), 
for the meaning of the word " sinner " is, one who has 
missed the mark. Men had wandered into the crooked 
ways of unrighteousness, and were sinking into the bogs 
of despair ; but Christ came and held up the beacon- 
light of hope, and proclaimed : " I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance " (Mark ii. 17 ; 
and men were dead in trespasses and sins, and alienated 
from the life of God ; but Christ " came that they might 
have life, and have it more abundantly " (John x. io). 
Tennyson says :— 

" I doubt not through the ages one increasing purpose runs, 
And the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the 

suns." 

There is no doubt about the " increasing purpose " 
of Christ's mission, and as we watch the " process of 
the " Son, we can see that purpose widening in blessing 
till it culminates in the glow of the setting sun on 
Calvary. Equally true will be His purpose when He 
returns, for— 

I' No wrath of man, nor rage of hate, 
Can shake nor make Christ's purpose late ; 
' No threat of tyrants, or the grim 
Visage of them, can alter Him ' ; 
But what He did at first intend 
He will hold firmly to the end." 
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The comprehensiveness of Christ's purpose can only 
be briefly indicated, for the Spirit breathes through the 
iolian harp of the Scripture, so frequently as He plays 
upon the use of the word " etchomai," that for the sake 
of conciseness we have tabulated some of its occurrences 
in alphabetical outline. 

A.—ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS COMING. The an-
nouncement of Christ by the Spirit is unmistakable, as 
He heralds forth, like a trumpeter, with unerring pre-
cision, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh" (Matt. xxv. 6). 

B.—BLESSING OF CHRIST'S COMING. The promised 
blessing of the faithful watcher is of peculiar worth and 
weight, for the Lord Himself declares : " Blessed are 
those servants, whom the Lord, when He conieth, shall 
find watching : verily I say unto you, that He shall 
come forth and serve them " (Luke xii. 37). 

C.-COMMAND OF CHRIST'S COMING. The command 
in relation to His coming is " Watch." This command 
is explicit and imperative. He bids us to be like 
vigilant sentinels on guard, or faithful custodians, alert 
to keep ; for He says, " Ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come" (Matt. xxiv. 42). 

D.—DISPLAY OF CHRIST'S COMING. There will be a 
magnificent display when Christ comes with His saints. 
He will have first caught them away to be with Him 
in the air, and then, having thus come for them, He will 
come back with them to the earth. What a magnificent 
display that will be when Christ comes in His glory 
with His glorified Church, as the Spirit declares, 
" Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His 
saints " (Jude 14). 

E.—EXPECTATION OF CHRIST'S COMING. When we 
partake of the Lord's Supper there are three things we 
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proclaim : we proclaim His past work for us, as we 
remember His death ; we tell out His present worth, 
as we remember Him and all He is to us ; and we 
herald His return, for the keeping of this feast is " till 
He come " (1. Cor. xi. 26). 

F.—FAITHFULNESS OF CHRIST'S COMING. God's 
guarantees are as good as performances. His promis-
sory notes are always paid. No run on His bank can 
exhaust His resources. The Spirit's unmistakable 
words are, " He is faithful that promised," and " He 
that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry " (Heb. 
x. 23, 37, R.V.). Our Lord's " shall " and " shall not " 
are not like the " maybe " and " perhaps " of men. 

G.—GLORY OF CHRIST'S COMING. He will not come 
in lowly guise, as in the past ; but in august splendour, 
as He said, " The Son of Man shall come in the glory of 
the Father, with the holy angels " (Matt. xvi. 27). 
Then He will not have His glory veiled by human con-
ditions, but He will be unveiled in His Divine coronation. 

H.—HOLINESS OF CHRIST'S COMING. Believers will 
be made manifest in their glorfiied bodies at the 
judgment-seat of Christ. What we have been and 
done in the body will be shown up in the light of that 
holy Presence, that the Lord may see what there is to 
reward ; hence we are exhorted to do everything in 
the light of the Lord's return, and " judge nothing 
before the time, until the Lord come, Who will both 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and' will 
make manifest the counsels of the heart ; and then 
shall every man have praise of God " (1. Cor. iv. 5). 

I.—INSPIRATION OF CHRIST'S COMING. His word 
is, " Behold, I come quickly," and unlike the scoffer 
who questions His word, and says, " Where is the 
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promise of His coming ?" and the wicked servant, who 
says, " My Lord delayeth His coming," the true believer 

. is inspired by the Lord's announcement, and replies, 
" Even so, come, Lord Jesus " (Rev. xxii. 12, 17). 

J.—JOY OF CHRIST'S COMING. To many His 
coming will cause consternation, because He will 
surprise them, as He declares, " Behold, I come as a 
thief " (Rev. xvi. 15) but to others, who are faithfully 
watching, His words will apply, " Blessed," or happy, 
" is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments." 

K.—KINDNESS OF CHRIST'S COMING. His promise 
is, " I will come again, and will receive you unto Myself 
that where I am, there ye may be also " (John xiv. 3). 
Like many of His promises, this is a triple one, a promise 
of return, of reception, and relegation. He will come 
for His redeemed, receive them unto Himself, and have 
them to be with Himself. 

L.—" LITTLE WHILE " •OF CHRIST'S COMING. The 
assuring words of our Lord are, " Yet aaittle while, andi  
He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry " 
(Heb. x. 37). Impatience may think the " little 
while " a " long while," but faith looks at the things 
of time with the eyes of eternity. His " shall come " 
of assurance, His " will come " of promise, and " will 
not " of double promise, chase all doubts away, and fill 
with ardent hope. 

M.—MIGHT OF CHRIST'S COMING. " Behold He 
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him " (Rev. 
i. 7). Antichrist will see Him to his overthrow, the 
Jews will see Him to their repentance, the world will 
see Him to its judgment, the devil will see Him to his 
binding, the great whore will see Him to her confusion, 
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Babylon will see Him to its destruction, and believers 
will see Him to their complete redemption. 

N.—NUPTIALS OF CHRIST'S COMING. One of the 
associations of our Lord's return will be the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, and when that event is about to 
take place, it will be proclaimed, " The marriage supper 
of the Lamb is come" (Rev. xix. 7). He will rejoice in 
the Biide of His 'choice, and she will be gladdened by 
the love of His heart. 

0.-OMEN OF CHRIST'S COMING. There will be a 
black side to Christ's advent, as well as a bright one. 
One of the sad features of His coming as the Son of 
Man is the question which He Himself asked, " When 
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the faith on the 
earth ?" (Luke xviii. 8, R.V., marg.). His coming as 
the Son of Man is when He comes to the earth with 
His saints, and when He thus comes, the earth will be 
minus the truth of the Gospel. 

• P.—PURPORT OF CHRIST'S COMING. AS OUT Lord, 
Christ has bestowed upon us the talents of His gifts, 
and the " pound " of the Gospel. In relation to our 
use of the latter, He says, " Trade till I come" (Luke 
xix. 13, R.V.) ; and His word about the talents, and 
our responsibility as His servants thereto, and our 
accountability to Him, is, " The Lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them " (Matt. xxv. 19). 

Q.—QUICKNESS OF CHRIST'S COMING. When He 
declares, " Surely I come quickly " (Rev. xxii. 2o), it 
means one of two things, or both. First, when He 
starts to come, He will be on hand at once ; and, 
second, there is nothing to intervene before His advent. 
There are many things to take place before He comes 
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with His saints; but not one thing before He comes for 
them. 

R.—REWARD OF CHRIST'S COMING. Christ's last 
message is, " Behold, I come quickly, and My reward is 
with Me, to give to every one according to his works " 
(Rev. xxii. 12). There are three things announced : 
first, the Person Who is coming, " I come " ; second, 
the nearness of His advent, " I come quickly " ; and 
third, the purpose of His return, " To give to every one 
according to his works." 

S.—SURENESS OF CHRIST'S COMING. The message 
of the men to the gazing disciples, as they saw the Lord 
ascend to the right hand of God, was, " This same Jesus 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go " 
(Acts i. ii). As only believers saw Him go, and He 
went away in the act of blessing (Luke xxiv. 5o, 51) ; 
so, when He comes for His own, He will come in " like 
manner." But mark the positiveness of the declaration 
He " shall come," and the One Who is coming is " this 
same Jesus." 

T.—TRIUMPH OF CHRIST'S COMING. When our 
Lord comes with His saints in judgment to the world, 
" He shall come to be glorified in His saints " (ii. Thess. 
i. io). Then the Saviour and the saints will be vin-
dicated. He will make His enemies bite the dust. The 
persecutors will cry to those whom they once persecuted. 

U.—UNIVERSALITY OF CHRIST'S COMING. The Spirit 
often uses the word " Behold " when He would attract 
our special attention, and one of the " Beholds " is, 
" Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall 
see Him " (Rev. i. 7). " Every eye " ! There will be 
no exceptions. All will be compelled to see Him, 
whether they wish to do so or not. 
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V.—VISION OF CHRIST'S COMING. " Ye shall see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory " (Mark xiii. 26). When the 
saints see Him, the sight will transfigure them, for they 
will be " like Him " ; but when the unsaved see Him, 
the sight will be to their confusion and consternation, 
for they will " suffer punishment, even eternal destruc-
tion from the face of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His might " (II. Thess. i. 9, R.V.). 

W.—WEALTH OF CHRIST'S COMING. Our Lord will 
have a threefold glory when He returns. He will " come 
in His glory " (Matt. xxv. 31), as the honoured Man, He 
will come in the glory_ of the Father as the appreciated 
Son, and He will come in the glory of the holy angels as 
the worshipped Lord. 

X.—'XCELLENCE OF CHRIST'S COMING. The despised 
Man of Nazareth will be the glorified Man of the Throne. 
No less than ten times in the Gospels is Christ mentioned 
as the Son of Man coming in the display of His glory. 
The following sentences speak for themselves : " The 
Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father," 
" The coming of the Son of Man," " The Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven," " The Son of Man 
cometh," " The Son of Man shall come in His glory " 
(Matt. xvi. 27 ; xxiv. 27, 3o, 44 ; xxv. 13, 31 ; Mark 
xiii. 26 ; Luke ix. 26 ; xii. 40 ; xxi. 27). The excel-
lence of Christ's coming is declared, in that it is the 
" Son of Man " Who shall come in the excellent worth 
of His own glory, and in the conferred excellence of His 
Father's honour. 

Z.—ZENITH OF CHRIST'S COMING. AS in His first 
coming, so in His second, the Father's glory is ever the 
paramount object. Glory is the excellence of anything 
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in display ; so the double zenith of our Lord's return 
will be, He will display the glory the Father has placed 
upon Him, and " come in the glory of the Father " 
(Mark viii. 38), and this, too, will glorify the Father. 

In every one of the Scripture references given 
above, the Greek word " erchomai" is put in italics. 
Each of these references embodies one of the two 
thoughts—namely, His past coming as a fact of history, 
or His future coming as a declaration of promise. As 
His past act of incarnation led up, along the path of 
His life, to the shrine of Calvary, and thus has become 
history ; so certainly will the promise of His advent 
eventually become a record of fact. His words of 
promise will have their fulfilment in His works of per-
formance. Heaven's decrees always culminate in 
Divine deeds. Promissory notes issued from God's 
Bank are always paid when they become due. " He 
cannot lie," and " The Scripture cannot' be broken " ; 
here are two impossibilities. The Scripture is God's 
infallible bond, which is based upon His immutable 
nature. God's promises are as good as performances. 
He could not go back on His Word if He would, and 
He would not if He could. This is what makes faith 
certain and love sure, for faith rests upon His inerrant 
promise, and love clings with holy affection to His 
loving Person. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE BLESSED HOPE. 

SYLLABUS. 

" This Hope " " Blessed "—I. Fact of the Blessed 
Hope : Himself—Meaning of the word " Looking " 
Cromwell's Ironsiders—II. Promise of the Blessed 
Hope : Resurrection—" I AM "—III. Assurance of the 
Blessed Hope—" Caught up "—The Attractability of 
His Personality—IV. Joy of the Blessed Hope : Re-
union—James Wright's Words at the Grave of his 
Wife—V. Goal of the Blessed Hope : A Glorified 
Body—Elizabeth Browning's Words—VI. Reception by 
Christ : Glory—Godet on " Paralarnbano "—VII. Prac-
ticality of the Hope—Miss F.'s Letter. 

" THIS Hope " is exclusively to the redeemed in Christ, 
for the unbeliever is " without hope " and among those 
who are said to " have no hope " (Eph. ii. 12 ; I. Thess. 
iv. 13). " This Hope " centralizes in Christ's coming 
for His own, to receive them to Himself ; and the 
glorious appearing, or the glory of His epiphany, points 
to the time when Christ shall come with His redeemed 
in manifest splendour to the world. Believers should 
be looking for both. 

" This Hope " is said to be " Blessed " (Titus ii. 13). 
This is one of its special characteristics. The word 
" Blessed " is rendered " Happy " in John xiii. 17, and 
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can therefore be equally rendered " That Happy Hope." 
How happy the child of God should be, since the dark 
past is all answered for in Christ's atoning death, the 
present is all provided for in His shepherd care, and the 
future is bright with the promise that He will come and 
receive us to Himself. 

I. THE PERSONAL RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS IS 
THE FACT OF THE BLESSED HOPE. Faith anticipates 
events, and makes them facts when they are only 
promises. Christ's " I will come again and receive 
you to Myself " is a post-dated cheque that He cannot 
help honouring. He would not if He could, and He 
could not if He would, therefore we can speak of His 
return as a fact when it is only a promise. 

We are " Looking for that Blessed Hope." The 
word " looking" is generally used in the New Testa-
ment of one person looking for another. The following 
seven instances where the word is translated " Waiting," 
" Receive," and " Look," will illustrate the thought of 
one person expecting another ; hence, aged Simeon 
was " Waiting for the consolation of Israel " (Luke 
ii. 25) ; the saints in Rome were told to " receive " 
Phebe " in the Lord " (Rom. xvi. 2) ; and also those 
in Philippi were to " receive" Epaphroditus (Phil. 
ii. 29) ; the people " waited" for Zacharias (Luke i. 21) ; 
and the people were also said to be " waiting " for 
Christ (Luke viii. 4o) ; Anna was one who " looked " 
for redemption (Luke ii. 38) ; and when John's dis-
ciples came to Christ they asked Him if He was the 
expected Messiah or whether they were to " look for 
another " (Matt. xi. 3). Events will take place in the 
light of His return, but the eventful thing is the return 
of Himself. We want to see Him. 
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When Cromwell's Ironsides were expecting the 
coming of their leader, they were jubilant when they 
saw him, and shouted, " 'Tis he ! 'Tis he !" We shall 
not enter into the fulness of joy and satisfaction till we 
see Him face to face. 

II. THE RESURRECTION OF THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN 
ASLEEP IS THE PROMISE OF THE BLESSED HOPE. OCCa- 
sions were ever causing Christ to reveal Himself. One 
such revelation He gave after Lazarus had fallen asleep, 
when He assured Martha her brother would rise again ; 
and she, being a good theologian, said, " I know he will 
rise again in the resurrection at the last day." To this 
He replied, " I am the Resurrection and the Life, he 
that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall 
never die." Christ sets over Martha's declaration of a 
future event, the eternal fact of what He is as the 
Great " I AM " (over twenty times in St. John's Gospel 
He speaks of Himself as the " I AM " : sometimes 
alone, and at other times in combinations, such as 
" I am the Good Shepherd "). He says (in so many 
words) as " The Resurrection," He is the Guarantee 
that the sleeping ones will be raised, and as " The 
Life," He will see the living ones are quickened (made 
alive) when He returns. We might paraphrase His 
words as follows : " Because I am the Resurrection, he 
that believeth in Me, though he die, yet shall he live ; 
and because I am the Life, he that is believing in Me 
when I come back shall never die." Thus He gives 
these assurances because of what He is in Himself. He 
is Jehovah, the great I AM, hence, He can fulfil 
all He has promised. If our thought about Christ is 
true, we shall not need to trouble about future events, 
for their fulfilment depends upon what He is and can do. 
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III. THE REMOVAL OF CHRIST'S OWN TO BE WITH 
HIMSELF IS THE ASSURANCE OF THE BLESSED HOPE. 
The Spirit's assuring word about our Lord's return and 
the removal of His own, is, " We shall be caught up to 
meet the Lord in the air " (1. Thess. iv. 17). The word 
" caught up " means to carry off by force, as a wild 
beast carries off its prey. The word is used of one 
being pulled out of the fire (Jude 23), of Satan catching 
away the seed (Matt. xiii. 19), and of Philip being 
caught away and Paul being caught up to Paradise 
(Acts viii. 39 ; n. Cor. xii. 2). The catching away of 
the saints is prophesied in Enoch's translation, illus-
trated in Elijah's rapture, pictured in the taking up of 
the man-child in Revelation xii., assured in Christ's 
Ascension, and will be accomplished by the power of 
God. 

Naturally, men may talk about the impossibility of 
such a removal. Suppose we had on the desk here- a 
number of steel filings. Those filings, if they could talk, 
might say, " It is unthinkable and unattainable that we 
should rise from where we are, for by the law of gravi-
tation we are kept down." But suppose a powerful 
magnet was brought to bear upon the steel filings, they 
would then fly to the power that attracts them. The 
law of attraction would then overcome the law of 
gravitation. So, when Christ returns, the " dead in 
Christ," because they are " in Him," and living ones, 
too, in Him, will answer to Him. Those who have the 
steel of the Spirit's life will respond to the magnet of 
Christ's attractive and attracting personality. 

IV. THE RE-UNION WITH OUR LOVED ONES WHO 
HAVE GONE BEFORE IS THE JOY OF THE BLESSED HOPE. 
The sleeping ones will be raised first, then the living 
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ones will be quickened, but neither the one without the 
other will be caught up, for they will be caught up 
" together." There were those in Thessalonica who 
thought their loved ones would not come back with 
Christ when He came in manifest glory to the world, so 
the Apostle says, " Since " (not " if ") " we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep," (put a comma after sleep) " by means of Jesus " 
(not " in Jesus " ; it is " dia " with the genitive, which 
signifies the operation of an active agent) " will God 
bring with Him." Then the subsequent verses of 
I. Thess. iv. 15-17, tell what will take place before the 
Christ comes " with " His own, for they must have 
been " caught up " to " meet Him " before they can 
come back with Him. But all the happenings which 
are associated with His return, and the re-union of the 
sleeping with the living, find their focus point in the 
fact of Christ's death and resurrection. Well did 
Adolph Saphir say long ago, " Christ crucified. See 
here the foundation of our faith, the source of our love, 
and the spring of our hope." 

When the late James Wright (the son-in-law of 
George Mfiller) stood beside the grave of his beloved 
wife, with great effort and emotion he said, " I thank 
God for three things. First, that I know my beloved 
one is with Christ ; next, that Christ is with me ; and 
third, we two together shall be with Christ when He 
comes back." We, too, who are the Lord's, can say the 
same ; for these things depend upon what He is, what 
He has done for us, and what He promises. 

V. THE REDEMPTION OF THE BODY IS THE GOAL 
OF THE BLESSED HOPE. How prophetic and significant 
are the words of Elizabeth Browning, in her Drama of 
Exile, when she makes Christ say to Eve— 
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" In My brow 
Of kingly whiteness, shall be crowned anew 
Your discrowned human nature. Look on Me 
As I shall be lifted up on a Cross 
In darkness of eclipse and anguished dead, 
So I shall lift up in My pierced hands ; 
Not into dark, but light—not into death, 
But life—beyond the reach of guilt and grief, 
The whole creation." 

Yea, we may say our nature shall not only be 
" crowned anew," but we shall have a body like His, 
for the goal of the Lord's purpose is, we shall not only 
recover what is lost, but we shall have a body like to 
" His body of glory " (Phil. iii. 20-21, R.V.). It is His 
design to set us in His presence without spot, without 
wrinkle, or any such thing. 

VI. RECEPTION BY CHRIST IS THE GLORY OF THE 
BLESSED HOPE. Like a cooling zephyr ladened with 
invigorating ozone to a tired and heated traveller comes 
the promise of Christ, " •I will come again and receive 
you to myself." What a heap of music is heard in that 
word " receive " I It is a compound word—" Para-
lambano." " Lambano " means to receive something 
from another, and " Para " signifies near, hence, to 
receive near to one's self. Godet comments : " He 
presses him near His heart. There is an infinite tender-
ness in these last words. It is for Himself He seems to 
rejoice in and look to this moment which will put an 
end to all separation." Don't let us forget the Lord's 
hope in thinking of ours. The " Hope of our calling " 
is, we shall be with Him the " Hope of His calling " is, 
He will be with us. He is waiting for us, and we are 
waiting for Him. 
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VII. REWARD FROM CHRIST IS THE RECOMPENSE 

OF THE BLESSED HOPE. There are at least fourteen 
rewards for faithfulness and devotion which the Lord 
will give to those who are worthy of them. We cannot 
enumerate in the allotted time. Suffice to say, while 
eternal life is God's gift, and salvation is by Grace 
through the mediatorial work of our Lord, our place in 
His Kingdom depends upon our whole-hearted consecra-
tion and devotion in His service. Classification there 
will be, and designation there must be. The man who 
uses the pound and gains ten pounds has greater pos-
sessions than the one who only gains five. All believers 
are in the Body of Christ of which He is the Head, for 
by one Spirit we are all immersed into Him ; but it is 
a question whether all believers will be in the Bride, 
for of her it is said, " She hath made herself ready." 
Don't miss His rewards if you would give Him joy. 

VIII. RESPONSE TO THE LORD IS THE PRACTICALITY 
OF THE BLESSED HOPE. Everyone that hath this hope 
of seeing Christ, and being like Him, purifieth himself 
even as He is pure. One has said, " God's way of 
making our walk to correspond to our holy calling is, to 
fill us with the blessed hope of Christ's coming, and to 
occupy us with His glory, so that we beholding are 
changed. Man's way is to occupy us with ourselves, 
with our spiritual life, with our faith which is to be 
increased, with our walk that is to be perfected. God's 
way is to point us to Christ's glory in Heaven ; man's 
way is to point us to Christ's power in us. God says 
the hope of Christ's coming will purify us ; man says 
it is the power of present faith that will do it." Some 
parts of the above quotation are open to criticism, but 
the main point may be taken, namely, as we have the 
vision of the glory we shall fulfil our vocation in life. 
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As a practical illustration of the above, some years ago 
in Sunderland, when our esteemed and beloved Dr. 
Meyer took part, along with such men as Hudson 
Taylor, Henry Varley, Dr. McKilliam, and others, one 
of the workers wrote to me to thank me for arranging 
the conference, and said :— 

" I thank God for the blessing I have received 
through the recent convention. During the week before 
I was unhappy. At the Prayer Meeting on the Tuesday, 
when you prayed, ' Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,' 
I found I could not join in it. Satan said to me, ' You 
are not a Christian, because you cannot pray those 
words.' That filled my heart with sadness. I had no 
longing to see Jesus. I never looked for His coming. 
I believed He would come, but in the distant future, 
not in my time. But, oh I am so happy now. . . . 
Had I been looking for Jesus during the time I had 
been a Chrisitan, there are many things I should not 
have done." 

I have watched that worker since that letter was 
written in 1893, and her life has been different in every 
way, her joy full, and her service intense. The man of 
letters will tell us to " Hitch our car to a star." We 
do something better when we set our heart on the 
Christ Who is coming. Don't be merely occupied with 
the truth of the Lord's coming, but think of HIM Who 
is coming. 



CHAPTER V. 

WAITING FOR CHRIST TO 
COME FORTH. 

SYLLABUS. 

High Priest on the Day of Atonement—Seven 
Words for " Wait "—I. Wait for His Son—" Ana-
meno " : To wait with intensity and constantly 
II. Wait for The Blessed Hope—Uplighted hands of 
blessing—III. Wait for the Lord Jesus Christ—Ruther-
ford's Longing—IV. Completion of our Salvation—The 
Gospel of " Unto "—V. Waiting for Glory—Changed 
and Conformed—VI. Wait to be Rewarded—The 
Stripped Watchman—VII. Waiting for the Fulness of 
Eternal Life—Westcott on Eternal Life—VIII. Waiting 
for the Hope of Righteousness—Spurgeon's Comment—
IX. Waiting for the New Heavens and New Earth—
Mrs. D. L. Moody and her son Paul. 

ON the Great Day of Atonement Aaron divested himself 
of the garments of glory and beauty, and put on the 
holy linen garments ; afterwards he put off the holy 
linen garments and left them in the holy place, and put 
on the garments of glory and beauty again, and when 
he was so invested, he " came forth." Probably it was 
this coming forth of the high priest that was in the 
writer's mind, when he spoke of Christ appearing the 
second time to those who will be waiting for Him. 

When the high priest came forth he was found in 
association with the burnt offering, but not the sin 
offering. He had made atonement for the sins of the 
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people when he went into the Holiest of all, but when 
he came forth he offered up the burnt offering for him-
self and the people. This is typical of the fact that 
when Christ comes forth in power and great glory, He 
will come forth in the value and fragrance of what He 
gave to God for us, when He gave Himself an offering 
and sacrifice for 

A SWEET SMELLING SAVOUR 

is there not a reference to this in Heb. ix. 26-28, where 
we are told that He appeared to put away sin, and to 
bear the sins of many, and shall appear a second time 
apart from sin or a sin-offering. And further, all He 
will be able to do for us in the future, is by virtue of 
what He did on Calvary in the past, by the very fact 
that He appeared as the One Who answered for our 
sin and sins, yet the reason why He will appear is 
because He has died upon the cross. When John saw 
the Lamb in glory administrating in the day of the 
Lord, He is seen as one newly slain. Saphir has well 
said, " Jesus Christ crucified is the foundation of our 
faith, the source of our love, and the spring of our 
hope." 

The one thing to which attention is directed is, the 
attitude in which believers are to be found, namely, 
waiting with expectancy for Christ. There are no less 
than seven words found in the New Testament, ren-
dered " wait," each of which has its soul of meaning ; 
for instance, when the disciples were told to " wait for 
the promise of the Father " (Acts i. 4), the word means 
to stay around. In other words, don't go away till you 

GET WHAT YOU ARE WAITING FOR. 
Four of the six other words are found in association 

with Christ and things associated with His advent. 
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The two other words are " Proskarterco " and " Ecde-
chomai." " Proskartereo " means to give close and 
constant service, and is rendered " wait on Him " 
(Mark iii. 9), and " waited on him continually " (Acts 
x. 7). " Ecdechomai " signifies to look for something 
out of a given quarter (see John v. 3 ; Acts xvii. 16 ; 
Jas. v. 7). 

I. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE SON FROM HEAVEN. 
We have " turned to God from idols," that is the crisis 
point in the past, as " turned " means. " Ye turned " 
right round, as the soldier who turned right about face. 
" To serve the living and true God," that is, to serve 
as a slave, for believers belong to Him and are His 
property to do His will. " And to wait for His Son 
from heaven." To wait, " Anameno," only occurs in 
this place and means to continue in a state of intense 
expectancy, to remain firm, to wait for, as one who 
waits for the dawning of the morning.* 

We are not waiting for death, nor for conversion, 
nor the coming of the Holy Spirit, nor the consumma-
tion of some event, but for a Person, Who is called 
" The Son." As Mephibosheth waited for David to 
come back to Jerusalem and was unhappy till he 
arrived (II. Sam. xix. 24-30), and when he did was 
fully satisfied ; so when our Lord arrives we shall be 

FULLY SAVED AND SATISFIED. 

Meantime it is for us to be waiting for Him with loves' 
intensity, faith's loyalty, and hope's expectancy. 

II. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE BLESSED HOPE. 
" Looking for that Blessed Hope " (Titus ii. 13). 

+ " Anameno" is a compound word, " ana " as a prefix denotes intensity, 
and " meno" nirans to " abide," and is the word so frequently used when 
we arc told to " abide in Christ." 
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" Looking for " may be rendered " waiting for," and is 
so given in referring to Joseph of Arimathcea, who 
" waited for the kingdom of God " (Mark xv. 43). 
Whenever " hope " is in the objective it refers to 
Christ's coming for His saints. It was to a company of 
believers that the men said, as Christ ascended to 
heaven, " This same Jesus shall so come as ye have 
seen Him go." He went away in the act of blessing, 
as we read in Luke xxiv. 5o, 51. " He lifted up His 
hands and blessed them, and while He blessed them, 
He was carried up into heaven." Those pierced hands 
were hands of blessing because they had been pierced, 
and they will be the same hands of blessing when He 
returns. Hence, the hope is a " blessed," or " happy " 
one. 

" 0 JOY; 0 delight, should we go without dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no sorrow, and no crying, 
Caught up in the clouds to meet Him in glory, 

When Jesus receives His own." 

III. WE ARE " WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE 

LORD JESUS CHRIST " (I. Cor. 1. 7). If the context of 
this sentence is pondered it will be found that behind it 
is the grace of God's giving, and a direction to " Come 
behind in no gift' or better, " to be in want of no 
grace." The word " come behind " is rendered " to be 
in want," and " come short " in describing the prodigal 
in need, and the failure of the Israelites to enter into 
God's rest, hence, we are exhorted not to " come short " 
of • it. That to which we are " waiting " is the 
" coming " or 

" REVELATION " OF OUR LORD. 

It is not for His presence or coming we are waiting, but 
His unveiling. (The word is " apokalupsis," which 
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means revelation, or unveiling.) What an unveiling of 
Christ that will be ! We do not wonder that Samuel 
Rutherford should exclaim, " I have not a balance to 
weigh the worth of my Lord Jesus ! Heaven, ten 
heavens, would not be the beam of a balance to weigh 
Him in. Oh ! if that fair One would take the mask off 
His fair face, that I might see Him ! A kiss off Him 
through His mask is half a heaven. 0 day, dawn ! 0 
time, run fast ! 0 Bridegroom, post, post, post, that 
we may meet ! 0 heavens cleave in two, that that 
bright face and head may set itself through." 

The word " waiting for " is a beautiful one. Godet 
thus disects it : " It is composed of the verb, to receive ; 
and two prepositions : " etc.," out of the hands -of, and 
" apo," from, from afar : so, to receive something from 
the hands of one who extends it to you from afar." Are 
we thus waiting for Him Who will unveil Himself in all 
His beauty, purity, and love, and Who will make us like 
Himself. 

IV. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE COMPLETION OF OUR 
SALVATION. " Them that look for " (or " wait for." 
It is the same word as in the previous Scripture), and 
is translated " waiteth for " in Rom. viii. 19) " Him 
shall He appear unto salvation " (Heb. ix. 28). 
" Appear " means to look into the face of another, and 
is found in I. Cor. xv. 5-8 in calling attention to those, 
of whom the Lord was " seen " after His resurrection. 
He will be " seen " unto salvation. 

SALVATION IS A TRIPLE BLESSING. 

We are saved from the penalty and pollution of sin 
through faith in Him, Who died for us ; we are being 
saved from the power of sin and to holiness of life, as 
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we abide in the living Christ by obedience, and He lives 
out His life in ours ; and we shall be saved from the 
presence of sin when Christ returns. This is what we 
are saved to, and for which swe are waiting, as Paul 
declares, " we are waiting for the adoption, the redemp-
tion of our body " (Rom. viii. 23). " Waiting for " is 
still the same word, and tells us what we shall receive 
Out of the hands of Him Who will extend this adoption 
to us. 

V. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE LORD TO GLORIFY 
US. " We wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be conformed to the body of His glory " 
(Phil. iii. 20, 21, R.V.). Here again, " apekdechomai " 
is rendered " wait for," and keeping in mind the com-
pound word, signifies, to receive something from the 
hands of another who extends it to us from afar. The 
something is specifically stated, namely, a body " like 
to His body of glory." A body " like to His body of 
glory is • more than a glorious body." The sun is a 
glorious body, but we shall possess a body corresponding 
in every particular to His body of glory. There are 
two words which describe the process " change " and 
" conformed." " Change " means to transform or as 
R.V., " fashion anew." As the crawling caterpillar is 

CHANGED FROM ITS CRYSALIS STATE 
to a beautiful butterfly, so the LOrd will make us 
beautiful ; but lest there should be any mistake, that 
change is stated to be a conformation like to Himself. 
We have a detailed description of Him in Rev. i. 13-16, 
Dan. x. 5, 6, and Song of Solomon v. io-i6. " His name 
shall be in their foreheads " is the Spirit's word. 
" Name " stands for nature. In the ages to come the 
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angels will look upon us and see Christ's facsimile. To 
meet Him is good, to see Him is better, to be with Him 
is best, but to be like Him is better than the best. For 
this we are waiting. 

VI. WE ARE WAITING TO BE REWARDED BY HIM. 
Our Lord's command is, " Let your loins be girded 
about, and your lights burning, and ye yourselves like 
unto men that wait for their Lord. Blessed are those 
servants whom the Lord when He cometh shall find 
watching : verily I say unto you, that He shall gird 
Himself, and make them sit down to meat, and will 
come forth and serve them " (Luke xii. 35-37). Here 
we have His definite instructions and commands. He 
gives three commands. (1) Our loins are to be " girded 
about." The girded loins indicate 

READINESS FOR ACTION, 

like the children of Israel when they were about to leave 
Egypt, they kept the feast of the passover with girded 
loins (Ex. xii. II). The girdle which is to brace up our 
spiritual being is the truth of God (" Having your loins 
girt about with truth," Eph. vi. 14). If we would think 
well and be well we need to obey the Spirit's injunction, 
" To gird up the loins of our mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end " (R.V., " perfectly ") for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of.  Jesus 
Christ " (i. Pet. i. 13). The reason why so many saints 
are nerveless and listless is because they are lacking in 
the bracing by the truth. (2) We are to have our 
" lights burning." The " light is the symbol of the 
life and testimony, hence, we read of John the Baptist 
that he was " a burning and shining light " (John v. 35). 
Burning with love and zeal, and, shining in consistency 
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of conduct and faithfulness in testimony. (3) We are 
to be watching and waiting. To " wait " means to 
expect, to await with confidence and patience, and to 
receive what one was waiting for. 

Joseph Rabinowitz, in talking with A. J. Gordon, of 
Boston, on one occasion, opened his New Teatament 
and read to him, " Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he 
walk naked and they see his shame." " The admoni-
tion of the Lord," he said, 

AFFECTED ME VERY DEEPLY 

when I first read it, for I knew at a glance its meaning. 
All night long the watchman in the temple kept on 
duty. The overseer of the temple was always likely to 
appear at unexpected hours to see if these were faith-
fully attending to their charges. If he came upon any 
watchman who had fallen asleep, he quietly drew his 
loose garments from him and bore them away as a 
witness against him when he should wake. My Lord is 
liable to come at any moment. He may come in the 
second watch or in the third watch, therefore I must 
be always ready, lest coming suddenly, He find me 
sleeping, and I be stripped of my garment." On the 
other hand, the Lord promises to come forth and serve 
us," if we are found watching and waiting for Him. 
He will love to honour us, if He finds us honouring Him 
by our obedience. 

VII. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE FULNESS OF 

ETERNAL LIFE. " Looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life." Here we have the 
Gospel of " unto " again, but this time " unto eternal 
life." " Eternal life " is something more than eternal 
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existence. All men have eternal existence, but only 
those who are united to Christ by a 

PERSONAL FAITH AND OBEDIENCE 

have the life that is eternal. The unbeliever will " not 
see life " (John iii. 36). Eternal life is more than 
endless duration, " it is that which has to do with the 
being of God," as Westcott says. Believers now have 
eternal life as a gift, for " he that hath the Son hath 
the life" (I. John v. 12) ; we experience the vitality of 
this life, as we lay hold of it by personal faith and con-
secration to Christ (I. Tim. vi. 12 Phil. iii. 12) ; but 
we shall only know to the full what this life is when our 
Lord comes back (Col. iii. 4), and then this enjoyment 
will be all of His mercy, as is implied in the actual read- 
' ng of the text, which is " awaiting the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life " (Jude 21). We 
shall not be disappointed, for we shall surely receive 
this life, for the Lord never tells us to wait for anything 
and not keep to His Word. 

VIII. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE HOPE OF RIGHT-
EOUSNESS. For we through the Spirit " wait for the 
Hope of Righteousness by faith," or " out of faith " 
(Gal. v. 5). The connection of these words is, the law 
could not bless or inspire us, but the Gospel received 
by the Spirit, produces a bright hope as well as a happy 
present, for out of faith there springs a gladdening hope, 
as Mr. Spurgeon once said, " Faith goes up the stairs 
which love has provided, and looks out of the window 
which hope has opened." 

Righteousness is the one thing we do not see around 
us. Even men of the world can see the abounding of 
lawlessness and wickedness of our times. When John 
" in the Spirit " looked upon the condition of things 
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which would prevail in the time of the end, he saw the' 
abounding of lawlessness and the consequent judgments 
of God falling upon it, but he not only looked down 
upon the evil, he also looked up and on. He looked 
up, and saw the Throne Sitter, ruling and over-ruling ; 
and he looked on, and saw the 

NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTH. 

IX. WE ARE WAITING FOR THE NEW HEAVENS AND 
THE NEW EARTH. There is another word rendered 
" waited for " (see Luke i. 21), " prosdokao," which 
means to watch towards an object. " Pros " signifies 
motion towards, and " dokao," to watch. This word 
occurs three times in II. Peter iii. 12-14, where our view 
point reaches out to the age called the Day of God, 
which is beyond the day of the Lord which is the mil-
lennium, and for this " Day of God " we are (or we 
should be) " looking for and earnestly desiring " (R.V.) ; 
and because the Lord has promised this period shall 
ensue in due course, we " look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness," and these 
are evidently associated with the day of God. The 
characteristics of the present age, the millennium, and 
the day of God, are easily identified, when we connect 
each with the word " righteousness." In this age 
" grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life " 
(Rom. v. 21) ; in the millennium, a " king will reign in 
righteousness " (Isa. xxxii. 1) ; but in the Day of God, 
righteousness will be an inherent quality, for in the 
new heavens and the new earth " righteousness " will 
dwell. 

Then the Spirit points all to a practical issue by 
saying, " Therefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 
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these things, give diligence that ye may be found of 
Him in peace, without spot and blameless. 

THE OUTCOME OF LOOKING 

for these things is we shall be clean within, and blame-
less without. " Without spot " means to be free from 
inward stain, pure in heart and conscience. Mrs. Moody 
once told me how she dressed her son Paul to take him 
out visiting with her, and while she went for her head-
dress and jacket, she left him in the garden with injunc-
tions not to soil himself. He forgot all about his 
mother's commands, and smeared his face, to his 
mother's consternation when she saw him. She could 
• not convince him that he had a dirty face, and so 'she 
held him up to the mirror, and then he was convinced 
his face needed washing. Before we say we are " with-
out spot " let us come into the pure light of the holy 
presence of Jehovah as Isaiah did, then we shall see 
how unclean we are, but we shall find He will cleanse 
us in the precious blood which alone can make us clean, 
and then as we abide in Christ, like the stone that lies 
in the bed of the running brook, He will keep us clean. 

We are to be " blatheless " too. This refers to the 
outward life, for the word means to be " without 
rebuke." (It is so rendered in Phil. ii. 15.) " Spot-
less " within the secret realm of the heart life, and 
" blameless " in the sphere of the outward conduct. 

Are we thus waiting, expecting our Lord ? If so, 
we shall be happy now, and happier when He comes, 
and make Him happy too. 



CHAPTER VI. 

'NOT ASHAMED AT HIS 
COMING. 
SYLLABUS. 

I. An Endearing Title : Children, yea, " My Dear 
Children "—II. A Divine Presence : " Parousia "—
Eightfold Character of that Presence—III. A Glorious 
Manifestation—Sevenfold Meaning—IV. An Essential 
Duty—Flowers in Aniline Dye—V. A Holy Confidence 
—The Whiskey Jar thrown out—VI. A Grave Possi-
bility—The Father's Confession -VII. A Present Ex-
hortation—" Now." 

" And now, dear children, abide in Him, in order if He be 
manifest we may have boldness, and not be shamed away 
from Him by His presence " (Rotherham's translation of 
i. John ii. 28). 

" Remain within Him now, my dear children, so that when 
He appears, we may have confidence instead of shrinking from 
Him in shame at His arrival " (Moffat). 

As the searchlight of these penetrating words plays 
upon the consciousness of our being, we cannot arrive 
at any other conclusion than this, what a practical 
truth, the truth of the Lord's coming is. Let us look 
into the soul of this verse, and feel the heart-beat of its 
pulse, so that we may ascertain the movements of its 
life. 

.—AN ENDEARING TITLE. 
" My little children " would be better rendered as 

in the above translations : " My dear children." 
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" Children " here is " Teknion," which is the diminutive 
form of " Teknon." The latter indicates kinship, that 
is of the same kind. As the children of Chinese parents 
are Chinese, so those who are begotten of God are His 
children by nature ; but the diminutive of the word 
indicates affection, hence is a term of endearment. 
" Teknion " occurs seven times in this epistle, and in 
each case is rendered " little children."* This term of 
endearment is given when we are urged not to sin (ii. 
when we are assured our sins are forgiven (ii. 12), when 
we are warned not to be deceived (iii. 7), when we are 
urged to be practical in love (iii. 18), when we are 
assured we are of God by being overcomers (iv. 4), when 
we are warned to keep ourselves from idols v. 21, and 
in our text when we are exhorted to " abide " in Christ. 

The Lord has many things to say to us who are His 
children that He does not say to the world ; and He 
has the right to expect more from us than He does 
from the world, because He has done more for us. Yet 
how tenderly He speaks when He addresses us in this 
loving word, and calls us " My dear children." What 
love to Him, and confidence in Him, should such an 
endearing term evoke. 

II.—A DIVINE PRESENCE. 

His coming is more than an arrival, it is a presence. 
" Parousia " would be better rendered " presence." It 
is so given when the apostle refers to his " presence " in 
Philippi (Phil. ii. 12), and when he quotes what the 
Corinthians were saying about himself, namely, that his 
" bodily presence is weak " (II. Cor. x. io). The thought 
wrapped up in the word is, the arrival of a person who 

* The word in r. John ii 13. and ii. 18, rendered " little children" is a 
different word. 



NOT ASHAMED AT HIS COATING. 	59 

stays alongside. We are to abide in Him, that when 
He arrives we may not shrink in His presence. 

There are frequent references to His coming, " pre-
sence," or " parousia." There are at least eight associa-
tions of His return as found in the use of the word. 

His presence will be evident in its.  Personality. In 
Matt. xxiv. 3, 27, 37, 39, we read of " the sign of His 
coming," the shining forth of the glory of the " coming 
of the Son of Man," and the suddenness of " the coming 
of the Son of Man " as the flood in the days of Noah. 
Nothing short of a personal return of the Lord can be 
understood in these words from the lips of Christ Him-
self. He emphatically tells us of some things which 
will take place at His return. 

Christ's coming will be claiming in its proprietorship. 
We read of those who " are Christ's at His coming " 
(I. Cor. xv. 23). It is not without meaning that this 
statement occurs in the great chapter on resurrection. 
Death will not be able to detain the blessed dead, nor 
the grave hold them. He will accomplish by His power 
what He promises by His Word, for He is the " First-
fruits " of them that sleep, hence He Himself is the 
Guarantee of their resurrection and glory. He is the 
First Begotten from the Dead, and as such the Pledge 
that all His own shall rise. • 

Christ's coming will be a time of joyous reward. 
Paul spoke of the Thessalonians, to whom he had been 
made a blessing, as his " hope, joy, and crown of 
rejoicing " in the presence of the Lord Jesus " at His 
coming " (I. Thess. ii. 19). The joy of his rejoicing 
would be to receive recompense at the hands of his 
Lord for all his labours, suffering, trials, and endurance. 
The same will be true of every one who has faithfully 
served the Lord. 
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Christ's coming will be uniting in its power. The 
sentence ." remain unto the coming of the Lord " 
(1. Thess. iv. 15) revolves round the fact, the Lord Him-
self will raise the sleeping saints and quicken the living 
ones, and together they will be " caught up " to meet 
the Lord. The word " caught up " means to snatch 
away ; hence it will be a removal by the magnetic 
force of His attractive personality. 

Christ's coming in anticipation is sanctifying in its 
influence. The end of the Christian life is that our 
hearts may be established, and be unblamable in holi-
ness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and that our " whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ " (1. Thess. iii. z3 ; v. 23). As 
the sun draws the water from a muddy pool and leaves 
the mud behind, so the truth of Christ's coming removes 
the heart of affection, the soul of desire, and the body of 
sense, from the things that would defile and debase. 

Christ's coming will be overpowering in its glory. 
When Christ comes to overthrow the man of sin He is 
said to destroy him " with the brightness of His coming " 
(II. Thess. ii. 8). It will be noted that a " brightness " 
is associated with His arrival. The manifestation of 
His splendour will not only paralyse the usurper, but 
damn him to his eternal confusion. 

Christ's coming is near in its approach. " The 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh " ( Jas v. 7, 8), hence 
twice over He bids us to " be patient." There are 
many things to cause us to lose heart if we were to look 
around and look at the happenings on earth, but in 
these happenings we can find the nearness of His 
approach, for when we see " these things " come to pass, 
He tells us " He is near " (R.V., Matt. xxiv. 33). 
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Christ's coming is warning in its' announcement. 
The solemn and searching word is we are to " abide in 
Him " lest we should be ashamed when we stand in 
His presence. Ashamed we may be, but it would be a 
shame to be ashamed after all He has done for us, been 
to us, and promised He would be to us. Let' us 
remember He is coming—the Lord Himself. There is a 
possible danger in thinking of the coming of the Lord, 
that we should be taken up with the things associated 
with His coming, and lose sight of Himself. The 
following lines are to the point : 

" It is not for a sign we are watching, 
For wonders above and below ; 

The pouring of vials of judgment, 
The sounding of trumpets of woe ; 

It is not for a day we are looking, 
Nor even a time yet to be ; 

When the earth shall be filled with God's glory, 
As the waters cover the sea ; 

It is not for a King we are longing, 
To make the world-kingdoms His own ; 

It is not for a Judge Who shall summon 
The nations of earth to His throne. 

ft Not for these though we know they are coming, 
For they are but adjuncts of Him, 

Before Whom all glory is clouded, 
Beside Whom all splendour grows dim. 

We wait for the Lord, our Beloved, 
Our Comforter, Master, and Friend ; 

The Substance of all that we hope for, 
Beginning of faith and its end ; 

We watch for our Saviour and Bridegroom, 
Who loved us and made us His own ; 

For Him we are looking and longing, 
For Jesus, and Jesus alone." 
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III.—A GLORIOUS MANIFESTATION. 

" He shall appear," the Word declares, or as the 
R.V. says, " He shall be manifested." The Greek word 
rendered " appear " signifies to show, to lighten, to 
shine upon, to exhibit, and to reveal. It is used of a 
light that " shineth " (ii. Pet. i. is), of a reward that is 
bestowed " openly " (Matt. vi. 4), of a person " known " 
(Mark iii. 12), of something which is shown to another 
(Rom. i. 19), of an evident result " manifested " 
(ii. Cor. iv. 1o), and of one person who " appeared " in 
the presence of another (Mark xvi. 14). 

This word frequently occurs in John's first epistle. 
Christ as the Life was " manifested " (i. 1, 2), those who 
depart from the fellowship of the saints " manifest " 
they are not in communion with them (ii. is), it is not 
yet made manifest what we shall be, but when Christ is 
manifested we shall be like Him (R.V., iii. 2). Christ 
in the past was " manifested to take away our sins " 
(iii. 5), and He was further " manifested to destroy the 
works of the devil " (iii. 8), and the love of God was 
" manifested " that we might live through Christ (iv. 9). 

From the above, we may gather that when it says, 
" He shall appear or be manifested," it will be a revela-
tion of His power and love and grace, as when He 
manifested His power at Cana of Galilee to change the 
water into wine, and manifested His love to His disciples, 
and " showed " Himself in grace to His own after His 
resurrection (John ii. II ; xvii. 6 ; xxi. 1). 

What will that manifestation mean to His redeemed ? 
We shall 

" Meet Him " in grace to be translated (1. Thess. 
V. 17). 
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We shall " See Him " in love to be transformed 
(I. John iii. 2). 

We shall be " like Him " in body as we are glorified 
(Phil. iii. 21, R.V.). 

We shall stand " Before Him " in judgment to be 
examined (II. Cor. v. io). 

We shall be rewarded by Him in appreciation (Rev. 
xxii. 12). 

We shall serve Him in fellowship for ever (Rev. 
xxii. 3). 

And we shall be eternally with Him in satisfaction 
(1. Thess. iv. 17). 

IV.—AN ESSENTIAL DUTY. 

" Abide in Him." It is our privilege to be hiding 
in Him for our security, and now it is our responsibility 
to be abiding in Him for our sanctity. One of the 
constant words of John's first epistle is " abide." It 
occurs twenty-three times, and is rendered " abide," 
" remain," " continue," and " dwell." We are not left 
in the dark as to the meaning of abiding in Christ. 
i. John iii. 24 says, " He that keepeth His command-
ments abideth (R.V.) in Him, and He in him." Thus 
we abide in Him by our practice, and He abides in us in 
power. We command His power when we obey His 
commands. 

When the stems of certain flowers are placed in a 
solution of aniline dyes, such as tulips and hyacinths, 
the flowers are coloured by the dye. So if we abide in 
Christ the life of our conduct must be coloured by Him. 
Abiding in His love, we love ; abiding in His grace, we 
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are gracious ; abiding in His truth, we are true ; 
abiding in His compassion, we help ; abiding in His 
joy, we are glad ; abiding in His sweetness, we are 
sweet ; and abiding in His life, He lives in us. 

V.—A HOLY CONFIDENCE. 
Abiding in Christ we shall have confidence before 

Him. The word confidence signifies assurance and 
boldness ; in this same epistle it is rendered confidence 
and boldness (iii. 21 ; iv. 17 ; v. 14). When confidence 
in the Lord is lacking it is because it has been killed by 
doubt or strangled by inconsistency. An uncondemning 
heart is the soil in which confidence grows, and we ever 
command the blessing of assurance by keeping the 
Lord's commands (I. John iii. 21-24). A Christian 
woman in Edinburgh had been in the habit when she 
retired to rest to have a nightcap in the shape of a glass 
of whisky and water. It came home to her that she 
was wrong in this indulgence, but she was not willing 
at first to part with her " auld freen'." The con-
sequence was a controversy was raging in her soul, and 
doubt was harassing her mind. She kept the whisky 
in a jar in the cupboard. One night, as she was about 
to take her usual potion, she placed the jar upon the 
table and addressed it as follows : " As long as I have 
got you I shall keep my doubts, and if I throw you out 
my doubts will go with you." Whereupon she opened 
the window and threw the jar against the wall of the 
back yard, smashing the jar to pieces. And with the 
whisky went her doubts, and confidence with the Lord 
was restored. When anything causes a controversy 
between our souls and the Lord, we shall generally find 
that the conflict will soon be ended if we give up the 
thing that destroys assurance. 
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VI.—A GRAVE POSSIBILITY. 

The grave possibility is we may be ashamed before 
Him at His coming ; that is, " we may be put to shame 
from before Him in His presence." A son was once 
bending over the bed of his dying father, and said to 
him, " Father, are you afraid to die ?" " No," was the 
father's answer, " I'm not afraid to die,but I'm almost 
ashamed when I look back over my wasted years which 
might have been spent in better service for my Lord." 
We know it is all of His grace that we shall be in the 
heaven of His glory, for that depends on being saved 
by the grace of His love, but on the other hand there 
is a grave, and may we not say an awful possibility of 
occupying a lesser place than we might have had if we 
had only been entirely faithful to Him. 

VII.—A PRESENT EXHORTATION. 

" Now, little children," etc. God's " nows " are 
always full of significance. " Now are we the sons of 
God ; now in Christ Jesus we are made nigh ; and now 
there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus " (I. John iii. 2 ; Rom. viii. z ; Eph. ii. 13) ; and 
now we have the " now " 'of responsibility to abide in 
Christ. The intentions for to-morrow will not do for 
the duties of to-day. 



CHAPTER VII. 

KNOWING WHAT WE OUGHT 
TO DO IN THESE TIMES. 

SYLLABUS. 

Correspondence between the Horse Riders in Rev. vi. 
and Christ's Teaching in Matt. xxiv.—I. The Word that 
will keep us safe—Ten Words for Obedience,—II. 
Christ's Emphatic Word re His Coming—" Has He 
been at all ?"—Characters in which He is Coming—
Corning of Titus, not Christ's Return—Parable of 
Talents—Parable of Sheep and Goats. 

" Had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do " (I. Chron. xii. 32). 

WE must not be surprised at the happenings of our 
times, for the Lord has told us that in these times cer-
tain things would happen. He has told us of things 
which " must come to pass," that when they come we 
may not be surprised, nor disturbed. And further, He 
has told us of these things that our faith may be 
strengthened, our love intensified, and our expectation 
stimulated. Unless we know our Lord's mind as re-
vealed in His Word, we shall be filled with questionings, 
and doubts, and fears. How many there are who are 
asking : " Why does God allow this, and permit that, 
and seem to be unconcerned about the other ?" Such 
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questions are born of unbelief and of ignorance of 
Christ's words. The happenings of our times are bad ; 
but these are but " the beginnings of sorrows " ; far 
worse things are yet to come. 

We do well at this time to ponder carefully and 
prayerfully our Lord's words in Matthew xxiv. ; for He 
emphatically tells us that before the end of this age 
there " shall rise " (note the three times the words 
" shall rise " occur) certain things in the religious and 
political world. He also tells us what men will do to 
His own, and what we are to do amid the throes of 
sorrow and tribulation. " Wars and rumours of war " 
will be followed by nation rising against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and the attendant evils of 
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes. What a corre-
spondence there is between the four horses and their 
riders in Rev. vi. and these words of our Lord. The 
rider on the white horse has a bow in his hand and a 
crown on his head, and he goes forth " conquering and 
to conquer." He rides the white horse of civilisation, 
he holds the bow of cruelty, he possesses the crown of 
royalty, and he has the victory of conquest. The rider 
on the red horse holds the great sword of war in his 
hand, by means of which he kills, and removes peace 
from the earth. The rider on the black horse has a 
pair of scales in his hands, which represent his domin- 
ance over the price, and the commodities of food ; and 
the rider of the pale horse is Death, who is followed by 
Death and Hell or Hades, and with them are murder, 
famine and pestilence (margin, Rev. vi. 8, R.V.). Is 
there not an application of these four horses to their 
riders and what they represent at this present time, 
although there may be a duplication of them in a future 
period ? 
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I. THE ONE THING THAT WILL KEEP OUR FAITH 
FIRM AND FAITHFUL IN THESE TRYING AND TROUBLE-
SOME TIMES IS TO REST IN, AND OBEY THE WORD OF 
THE LORD. He has not left us in the dark as to what 
shall take place, therefore it is for us to ponder His 
words, and to practise His precepts, and prove His 
promises. And as we do so, we shall find we hold in 
our hands a bright and a shining lamp, which will dis-
sipate the darkness of our surroundings, and drive away 
our doubts and fears. Amid the din of battle, the 
pressure of trial, the wail of the orphaned, the sob of 
the widow, the anguish of the wounded, the tumult of 
distraction, and the gnaw of need, we hear a voice 
saying to us : " Gird up the loins of your mind, be 
sober, and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ." 

There are twelve things the Lord has told us to do 
and not to do, in Matt. xxiv. If we follow His direc-
tions, we shall find the bark of our being safely riding 
the raging waves of these tempestuous times, no matter 
how intense the situation, nor how fierce the storm. 
The first word the Lord gives is, 

" TAKE HEED, 
that no man deceive you,"—that is, that no one leads 
you astray. The word " take heed," is rendered in 
other places " beware," " see," and " understand." 
Our Lord bids us " see " what is going on in the political 
and • religious worlds, to " beware " of the blandish-
ments of false prophets and false Christs, and to 
" understand " all these are what He said would come, 
and " take heed " we are not led astray. To be fore-
warned is to be forearmed, so let us be alert and active 
to the Lord's direction to beware that the din of law- 
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lessness does not deafen us to His voice, and that the 
wreckers' lights of religious deceivers do not lead us 
on to the rocks of error and evil, to our despair and 
undoing. 

The second word from our Lord is, 
" BE NOT TROUBLED " ; 

that is, tossed to and fro like a block of wood on a 
tumultuous sea ; and very significant is the setting of 
this comforting direction, for He gives it to us amid 
the " wars and rumours of wars," and the warning that 
" the end is not yet." Worse things are coming, and 
more awful things in the future ; yet His word is, " Be 
not troubled." No matter what the happenings, one 
thing is not to happen—namely, internal agitation. 
Amid the ague of fear, the throes of sorrow, the fever 
of doubt, the loss of property, the rack of pain, the 
haunting of despair, and the darkening horizon of 
impending disaster, the calm voice of constant love, 
unfailing presence, and timely succour, says, " Be not 
troubled." 

The next guarding words relate to what may happen 
in the temple of God's worship, and the associations of 
His Holy Word. The abomination of religious idolatry, 
the pollution of sacred things, and the desecration of 
what is best and dearest, will take place ; but even 
these things are not to disturb, although they will pain, 
for the Lord has told us long ago, through His servant 
Daniel, " that the abomination of desolation " will be 
" overspreading " in its , dire influence (Dan. ix. 27). 
What the Lord enjoins is, that we 

" UNDERSTAND " 
(Matt. xxiv. i5)—" Whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand." We cannot " understand " unless we read ; 
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but we may read and not understand ; hence, the 
Lord urges us to ponder or think, or " consider " and 

perceive," as the word is rendered in other places 
Tim. ii. 7 ; Mark vii. 18). If we consider prayer-

fully, and ponder whole-heartedly, we shall perceive 
fully, that even the desecration of consecrated things 
only confirms His prophetic utterance. 

Then follows a personal word relating to endurance, 
and a promise to those who endure. 

" HE THAT ENDURETH 

to the end shall be saved." The meaning of the word 
" endureth " is to remain under ; one part of the word 
means, to be under, and the other, to abide ; therefore, 
to abide under. The word is rendered " suffer " (II. Tim. 
ii. 12), and " take patiently " (1. Peter ii. 20). We are 
to remain patiently under the authority of God's Word 
and in the yoke of Christ's will, no matter how many 
are " led astray," when " iniquity is multiplying " in 
its lawlessness all around, and when " the love of the 
many shall wax cold " (Matt. xxiv. ii, 12, R.V.). Those 
who endure when the breath of the many is blowing 
cold upon them, when the many-headed monster of 
iniquity is glaring at them, and when the weak-kneed 
and the back-boneless are being led astray, shall be 
saved to higher things, and to the Lord's appreciative 
approval. 

Following the above personal exhortations, there is 
a six-fold direction as to what the Lord's people are to 
do when surrounded by an assaulting enemy and 
religious deceivers. This six-fold direction centralises 
in the words " flee," " come not down," " return not 
back," " pray," " believe not," and " go not forth." 
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When danger threatens, then the Lord's people are to 

" FLEE 

into the mountains," and to flee expeditiously, so much 
so that they are not to go into the home to get any of 
their possessions, and the one in the field is not to go 
and pick up his cloke. From this we may gather there 
is to be no delay when danger threatens, but every 
effort is to be made to escape from it. Underlying the 
direction there is the command to promptness and 
alertness in obedience. Earthly possessions and per-
sonal comfort are not to be considered when we have 
Heaven's directions. We are not to place ourselves in 
positions of danger, under the plea of the Divine care, 
when by our own prompt action and thought we can 
escape them. What is the right thing to do under 
ordinary conditions, becomes wrong under peculiar 
circumstances, especially when the Lord tells us what 
to do. When the Lord bids us to ascend to the moun-
tains of safety, it is not for us to descend to the room 
of self, to get what we consider our personal good and 
neither are we to go back to get the cloke of comfort 
in the face of the Lord's command, " Go not back," 
for to return back is to show we are slack in the things 
of God. 

" Pray," " Believe not," and " Go not forth," relate 
to prayer to God, faith in Him, and communion with 
Him. What a hallowed and humane touch there is in 
the Divine Word to pray ! He says, 

" PRAY 

that your flight be not in the winter, neither on a 
Sabbath." The Lord would not have our day of rest 
disturbed, nor would He have us exposed to the cold 
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of winter. Some, under the plea of unctuous spirituality, 
who never know the discomforts of extreme trial, would 
seem to urge us not to be concerned about our con-
ditions. Not so the Lord, He bids us to pray out our 
natural desire for His gracious interventions. Next, 
the Lord says, 

" BELIEVE HIM NOT," 

and " Believe them not " (margin, R.V., verses 24, 26), 
when anyone says, " I am the Christ," and others who 
follow him urge faith in him. Whatever the claims and 
signs may be of false teachers, we are not to heed them, 
but cleave to the Lord and His Word with full purpose 
of heart. The assumption and presumption of anyone 
claiming to be Christ's are so patent, that there is not 
so much danger of being led astray ; but when men 
come who claim to be the servants of Christ, and with 
religious blandishments, and present truth which is 
nine-tenths true and one-tenth error, then there is 
danger indeed ; for one-tenth of the poison of false 
teaching will make the nine-tenths poisonous too. 
What is to be our attitude and conduct to the false 
teachers ? Are we to listen to them and have fellow-
ship with them ? Listen ! the Lord says, 

" GO NOT FORTH." 

That is, we are to keep to the position of fidelity to His 
Word, and faithfulness to Himself. If we " go forth 
unto Him " (Heb. xiii. 13), into the place of consecra-
tion and separation, we shall be in no danger of being 
influenced by the sirens of imposture ; but we shall be 
kept true by the magnetic power of His electrifying 
presence, and find that the law of His living presence 
will overcome the law of gravitating to lowest conditions. 



KNOWING WHAT WE OUGHT TO DO. 
	

73 

The last two commands are " Watch " and " Be 
ready," and both of these relate to His return. The 
word. 

" WATCH " 

is rendered " wake " and " vigilant " (1. Thess. v. 10 ; 
I. Peter v. 8). May we not read these words as indicat-
ing a three-fold attitude regarding His return ? We 
are to be " vigilant " in His service, throwing our whole 
being into His interests ; we are to be " awake " to all 
He expects from us, in using every talent of opportunity, 
and in trading with the " pound " of the Gospel ; and 
we are to watch for His return with the ardent affection 
of love, with the longing expectation of hope, and with 
alert eyes of ,watchfulness and faithfulness. 

Then we are to 
" BE READY." 

The word " ready " is rendered " prepared " in Mark 
xiv. 15, where we are told the " guest-chamber " would 
be " furnished and prepared." Oh.! that we might be 
found " furnished " and " prepared." Furnished with 
all the graces of the Spirit, and our inner being alive 
with His life, love, and light ; and prepared with the 
consciousness of His near approach, and the consequent 
holy life. Let any saint be obeying these injunctions 
of our Lord, and then, verily, happenings will not 
hamper us, nor wars disturb us, nor wickedness affect 
us, nor false teachers influence us, and we shall hold 
the things of the world with a light hand, and we shall 
let them go easily. Oh ! that we might truly answer 
to His " Be ready "—" Ready, aye ready, Lord." 

II. THE MOST CASUAL READER MUST BE IMPRESSED 
WITH THE FACT, IN READING MATT. XXIV. AND XXV., 
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OF THE IMPORTANT EMPHASIS THE LORD GIVES TO HIS 

COMING AGAIN. Without giving colour to any school 
of prophetic interpretation, for this is a time when we 
need to dwell upon our agreements, and not upon our 
differences, we must be impressed with the importance 
the Lord attaches to His return. One outcome of the 
war is, many servants of Christ are turning their atten-
tion to the truth of His return. A Wesleyan minister 
recently said to the writer : " I have not believed or 
preached Christ is coming back again in person." 
The reply was : " Do you think He has ever been here 
at all ? I don't see how you can disbelieve His return, -
without ignoring the past coming of Christ. My Bible 
says, 

' HE SHALL APPEAR ' 

the second time without sin unto salvation.' " The 
minister was perfectly honest in his statement, and 
sincere in his motive, and we should respect such, and 
riot denounce them. The good brother began to 
enquire what he should do to study and master the 
truth of the Second Advent, and to the best of his 
ability the writer directed him. Many have been dis- 

' gusted by wild speculations, scared by unwholesome 
conjectures, and pained by self-opinionated and self- 
righteous pronouncements ; and it therefore becomes 
all of us to come back to the sane, sober, sanctifying, 
and Scriptural declarations of our Lord. 

Think, in how many characters Christ is said to be 
coming in these two chapters, and remember that all 
Christ says relates to the three questions which the 
disciples put to Him : " When shall these things be ?" 
relating to the destruction of Jerusalem ; " What shall 
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be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the age ?" 
Christ refers to His coming as the Lightning to illu-
minate (xxiv. 27), as the Power and the Glory to convict 
(3o), as the Gatherer to select (31), as the Startler to 
surprise (37-39), as the Lord to arouse (42-44), as the 
Rewarder to appreciate (45-47), as the Administrator 
to punish (48-51), as the Bridegroom to entertain 
(xxv. 6-io), as the Rebuker to consternate (11-13), as 

THE LORD TO RECKON 

(14-30), as the Son of Man to divide (31-33), as the 
King to bless (34-40), and as the Judge to punish 
(41-46). If these references are carefully and prayer-
fully pondered, they will demonstrate three facts—
namely, the Person Who is coming, the Purport of His 
coming, and the Potentiality of His coming. 

The Christ Who came as the Lowly Man of Sorrows, 
is coming back as the Living Man of Splendour. To 
substitute anything or anyone for Christ Himself, is to 
outrage Scripture, grieve the Spirit, dishonour Christ, 
discredit the Father, and to indicate a kink of prejudice 
in the mentality. The word " Parousia," rendered 
" coming," means the arrival of a person, and his pre-
sence alongside of another. Christ's presence cannot 
be death, for that is the grip of an enemy, and not the 
grace of a friend ; it cannot be conversion, for that is 
the inception of salvation, and not the consummation 
of it ; it cannot be the coming of Titus against Jeru-
salem, A.D. 70, for that was partial and local, and not 
universal and widespread ; and it cannot be the coming 
of the Spirit, for the other Comforter, which Christ 
promised, has arrived, and in us prays, " Come, Lord 
Jesus." Nothing short of Christ Himself can fill His 
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promise and fulfil the Prophetic Word. Peter says : 
" He made known 

HIS POWER AND COMING 

when we were with Him in the Holy Mount." " He," 
" His," and " Him," cannot mean " it," " they," and 
something else. Moses and Elijah were glorified with 
the glorious Christ, and the three are typical of what 
is. to be ; for as the deathless Elijah and the sleeping 
Moses were in a corresponding glory to the living Christ, 
so shall it be when the sleeping saints are raised, and 
the living ones are quickened by, and with, the glorified 
Lord. 

Many among God's servants tell us that Matt. xxiv. 
and xxv. are strictly Jewish. We are prepared to 
admit that in their primary application the statement 
is correct, for " these things " of Jerusalem's destruc-
tion, " the sign " of Christ's coming, " the end of the 
age," " the Gospel of the kingdom," " the holy place " 
of the temple, " them in Judea," " His elect," and " the 
brethren," point to the Jews. But there are also 
indications that these chapters have a much 

WIDER APPLICATION, 

as is indicated in such sentences as " Nation shall rise 
against nation," and " divers places," " all nations," 
" East and West," " all the tribes of the earth," and 
" everyone." Beyond all question there are great 
fundamental principles inculcated in this revelation 
about the Lord's return. Take but three of the many 
characters in which Christ is coming—namely, as the 
Lord to reward, as the King to adjudicate, and as the 
Light to bless. 
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The Parable of the Talents enforces the fact that 
we are responsible to use what the Lord gives, and He 
will reward His faithful servants. What is represented 
by the talents ? There is generally one of two answers. 
The talents represent natural characteristics, or the 
Spirit's gifts. But do these answers tally with what is 
said of the Lord, Who gave to each of His servants 
" according to his several ability " ? The " ability " 
would rather indicate what is generally understood by 
the talents, therefore the talents cannot refef to natural 
capacities and gifts. The talents must therefore be 

THE OPPORTUNITIES 

which come in our way, and the use we make of them 
to serve the Lord, and that He rewards us for the use 
of what *e possess. What opportunities we have of 
serving Him at this time ! . There were never such 
throes of sorrow, such heart-pangs of woe, such intensity 
of grief, such pressures of need, such devastations of 
homes, such waste of human life, such abominable 
cruelties, such blasting of womanhood, such beds of 
anguish, such diabolical deeds, such awful carnage, such 
hard places for missionaries, such widows' cries, such 
cruel hatred, such a host of orphans, such hauntings of 
fear, such times of suspense, and such burnings of 
shame. All these things give us vast opportunities of 
service. The darker the night, the more need to shine ; 
the greater the anguish, the more demand for the oil 
of consolation ; the intenser the cruelty, the more 
requisition for the kind hand of aid ; and the deeper 
the woe, the more opportunity to meet it. Above all, 
what a cry there is, as the writer can bear witness, to 
meet the heart-hunger of the human soul in its spiritual 
need with the Gospel. Such opportunities used for the 
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Lord will surely be recognised and recompensed when 
He returns. 

Then the parable of the sheep and goats proclaims 
Christ's adjudication as King. There is a local and a 
particular application of this parable, as we may gather 
from the prophetic word in Joel iii., when the Lord will 
" gather all nations into the Valley of Jehoshaphat," 
and when He will " sit to judge all the nations round 
about," and the 

BASIS OF THE JUDGMENT IS, 

how those represented by the sheep and goats have 
dealt with a third party, which Christ calls " My 
brethl-en." These brethren are undoubtedly the Jews. 
Without going into the nature of the judgment and 
awards, and the time of the judgment, the one out-
standing fact is, and the general principle recognisable 
is, the Lord's dealing with nations. There is a time 
coming when the Lord will vindicate the right and deal 
with the wrong ; and further, we judge that not only 
will there be an initial act of judgment, removing every-
thing that offends ; there will also be a time of beneficent 
rule, when Christ shall "judge the world in righteous-
ness " (Acts xvii. 31). That rule will be righteous in act, 
beneficient in operation, and widespread in its benedic- 
tion. (See Psalm lxxii.). The cure for the clash of 
arms, the overthrow of the oppressor, the enriching of 
the poor, the lifting-up of the downtrodden, and the 
overthrow of wrong, is not by the conventions of men, 
but by the coming of Christ. 

The Mailed Hand of Might 
Is cruel and crushing still ; 

It beats and breaks and blasts, 
And deals out death at will. 
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The Nailed Hand of Right 
Is kind and helpeth all ; 

It lifts and heals and calms, 
And leadeth not to thrall. 

The Mailed and the Nailed 	- 
Shall one day meet in fight ; 

And Nailed shall fix the Mailed, 
And conquer in its right. 

Then Christ is coming as the Light to bless. " For 
as the lightning cometh forth from the East, and is seen 
even unto the West, so shall the presence (R.V., marg.) 
of the Son of Man be " (Matt. xxiv. 27). It is generally 
supposed that Christ indicates by these words His 
sudden and startling appearance ; but may there not be 

ANOTHER INTERPRETATION ? 

Christ is referring to what false prophets will be saying 
to entrap the unwary—namely, that Christ is " in the 
wilderness," and in the inner chamber ; but Christ 
proclaims there will be no secrecy about His coming, it 
will be like the coming of the Light, which shineth from 
the East to the West, and is seen of all. The word 
rendered " lightning " occurs nine times ; eight times 
translated " lightning," and four times out of the 
eight means lightning, because it is associated with 
thunder ; twice the word is used in a figurative sense, 
once it is used in speaking of a bright shining of a 
candle, and twice to describe the openness of Christ's 
return. The lightning is freaky and local ; but the 
coming of the light is gradual and widespread. Christ 
had spoken of His coming in judgment, and used the 



8o 	WHY WILL CHRIST COME BACK ? 

flood as an illustration ; but He seems now to indicate 
He will be coming 

IN BENEFICENT POWER 

to the world. We are too apt to think of Christ's 
coming to the world in judgment only, whereas He comes 
in judgment that He may bless. He removes everything 
that offends ; first when He comes with His saints at 
" the end of the age," and then the righteous with their 
Lord " shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of the 
Father " (Matt. xiii. 38-43). Of one thing we are 
certain, and that is, Christ's coming to the world will 
mean universal peace and blessing, and for this we 
should earnestly pray and labour and live. The 
Prophetic Word is not meant to be food to feed idle 
curiosity ; but it is given to be a mould to form our 
lives. We cannot hold the truth of the Blessed Hope 
of the Lord's coming -for His saints, and His glorious 
appearing with them, without finding that it holds us to 
our blessing and usefulness. This truth, like all.truth, 
when we hold it in obedience, and it holds us in power, 
is an incentive to holiness, a spur to service, a call to 
purity, a motive to faithfulness, an inspiration to 
diligence, a means of unity among the saints, and 
begetter of the desire to be well-pleasing unto the Lord. 



CHAPTER-Will. 

WHERE IS THE PROMISE OF 
HIS COMING ? 

SYLLABUS. 

" Knowing this first "—I. What the Questioners 
are—" Scoffers "—Professor in St. Louis—Gulls and 
Statue of Liberty—II. What the Mockers forget—The 
Past, Present and Future History of the Earth—Will 
the Earth be Annihilated ?—III. What the Mockers 
do—Vision and Virtue—IV. What the Scoffers say—
What the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit say—
Scoffers scorch themselves. 

" KNOWING this first " ! Twice in this second 
Epistle of Peter the Apostle uses these words. In the 
earlier part of the epistle, he says : " Knowing this 
first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private inter-
pretation," or " self-solving," or, better, as Moffatt, 
" No prophetic Scripture allows a man to interpret it 
by himself," and then the reason is given ; for prophecy 
never came by human impulse, it was when carried 
away by the Holy Spirit that the holy men spake. It 
is useless for men to think they can understand the 
Scriptures, they come from God, and can only be 
explained by Him. The word " knowing " means to 
see what is evident to those who have sight, as when 
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the apostles " perceived the grace " that was in Paul 
(Gal. ii. 9) ; to understand what another has written, as 
when Philip asked the eunuch, " Understandest thou 
what thou readest ?" (Acts viii. 3o) ; to feel, as when 
the woman " felt " she was healed (Mark v. 29) ; and to 
be certain, as when the disciples said we " are sure" 
that our Lord is the Christ (John vi. 69). 

We shall be nowhere, and we shall know nothing 
unless we put the Word of God " first." 

Now follows another thing, those who are enlightened 
by the Word of God, know the character of the times in 
which they live. As the Spirit says : " Knowing the 
first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts, and saying : Where is the 
promise of His coming ?" 

There are four things suggested by the verses above, 
in relation to those who ask the unbelieving question, 
" Where is the promise of His coming ?" 

What they are—" Scoffers." 
How they forget—" They wilfully forget." 
What they do—" Walk after theii own lusts. 
What they say—" Where is the promise of His 

coming ?" 
I. WHAT THE QUESTIONERS ARE. The Revised 

Version renders " scoffers," " mockers." The word 
means one who sports with Divine things and holds 
them up to ridicule. These scoffers are not men of the 
world, but those who are found in the house of Chris-
tendom. One of the features of the last days is, that 
such men will be found in the professing church. In 
Paul's parting address to the Elders at Ephesus, he 
warned the saints in the following prediCting words : 
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" Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed (or " tend ") the Church of God, which 
He hath purchased with His own blood. For I know 
this, that after My departing shall grievous wolves enter 
in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them " (Acts xx. 28-30). The 
apostle warns against two dangers. First, there is the 
danger of the " grievous wolves " who may " enter," 
and mutilate the flock ; and second, those who may 
" arise " inside the flock. We have the counterpart in 
the former, who are mere professors, and who have no 
spiritual life and vital godliness, like a Professor in 
St. Louis, whom the writer heard say : " All religions, 
Christianity included, have their rise in a natural 
cause." No man, who has spiritual life, and believers 
in Divine revelation, as made known in the Bible, could 
say such a thing. But the greater danger arises from 
those who use the name of our Lord in the churches, to 
propagate their self-evolved errors. A Professor in the 
theological section of the Chicago University, declares : 
" The worship of God in a democracy will consist in 
reverence for those human values which democracy 
makes supreme." Under such a democracy there could 
be admitted every cult of Higher Criticism, the self-
inflation of Carnal Reason, the cruelty of Bolshevism, 
the grasp of Communism, the demonism of Spiritism, 
the emptiness of Agnosticism, the ritual of Romanism, 
and the all-round-ism of all things to all men to save a 
sum ! All this is what is represented and predicted in 
the great whore of the Book of the Revelation, which is 
the conglomeration of all that is carnal, devilish, and 
immoral in the name of religion. 
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The denials of men do not affect the purposes and 
promises of God. They will go on, in spite of what they 
may do or say. When the Statue of Liberty, in New 
York Harbour, was first illuminated by electric light, 
the sea-gulls objected to the powerful illumination, and 
with flapping wings and loud screams seemed to be 
making an effort to put it out ; but they only broke 
their wings, and fell on the rocks below, maimed and 
dying. There is a correspondent when men dare to 
try and put out the light of God's Word, they only 
manifest their folly, kill their faith, and lie useless and 
broken on the rocks of time. 

II. WHAT THE MOCKERS FORGET. These mockers 
are said to " wilfully forget " (R.V.), " that by the Word 
of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water* and in the water. 

If the passage in Peter is studied it will be seen the 
earth is found in three relations. First, in the past of 
its history before it became the dwelling-place of man ; 
second, in the present of the History of the two Adams ; 
and third, in the future of God's glory in the eternal 
state. 

First. The earth in the past of its history before 
it became the dwelling place of man. " The heavens 
and the earth which were of old." The latter is said 
to be " compacted out of water and amidst water," 
and refers to the condition of things described in Gen. 
i. 1, 2. " In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth." When that beginning was we do not 
know. It may have been millions of years ago. He 
created the earth, that is, caused it to be, as the 
Hebrew word denotes. He created it as a beautiful 

*" Compacted " (R.V.) same mrord as " consist " in Col. i. 17. 
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thing, but by some means it became " without form and 
void," for the verb translated " was " should be " be- 
came," and is so used in describing Lot's wife, who 
" became a pillar of salt." She was not a pillar of salt 
to begin with, but she became such by her disobedience. 
So God created the earth " not in vain " (Isaiah xlv. i8), 
or He did not create it " tohit," as it is described, it 
became such, when it is said to be " without form " 
(to/ut). " Without form and void " means " waste and 
empty." What brought about this chaos we are not 
told. When God would make the earth habitable for 
our race, it was covered with water, hence the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the deep, and God said, 
Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
in one place, and let the dry land appear." The records 
of geology tell us there had been life on the globe before 
this, but there had come a Divine visitation, which 
caused the world that then was to perish. 

Second. The earth in the present history of the 
two Adams. " The heavens that now are, and the 
earth." It will be noticed that the earth that now is, is 
contrasted with " the world that then was." The 
earth that then was " overflowed with water," and that 
which now is, is " stored with fire " (margin). Most 
commentators refer the overflowing with water to the 
flood of Noah's time, but it would seen that the earth 
that then was, and now is, precludes that idea. The 
earth that now is has not been altered in its order of 
things since the inception of the human race. When 
Noah came out of the ark it was not a chaos which 
required God's creative acts, for as soon as the flood 
abated, the plucked olive leaf brodght by the dove 
proclaimed the earth's fertility and fruitfulness. 



86 	WHY WILL CHRIST COME BACK ? 

Third. The earth that is to be in the future of the 
day of God. The new heavens and the 'new earth 
evidently reach beyond the Millennium, for while there 
are certain corresponding conditions (see Isa. lxv. 17-25), 
there are conditions which do not apply to the Mil-
lennium. For instance, in the Millennium a King 
reigns in righteousness (Isa. xxxii. i), but in the new 
earth righteousness is said to dwell (ii. Peter iii. 13). 
It is not a result of the strong hand of righteousness as 
in the Millennium, but an inherent quality which 
pervades and acts. 

Are we to understand that the earth is to be anni-
hilated, when it is said " to pass away," to be " dis-
solved," and " burnt up " ? There are many who 
think that the present earth will cease to be. This 
conclusion is based upon a misunderstanding of such 
terms as " The end of the world," and those to which 
we have already made reference. Let us look at three 
expressions—" The end of the world," " The elements 
shall be dissolved," " The world . . . that then was 
perished." 

The " end of the world " does not mean the end of 
the earth. There are four words rendered " world." 
" Kosmos," is the opposite of chaos, and therefore 
denotes the present arrangement, the ordered universe 
(I. Peter i. 20. It is rendered " adorning " in 1. Peter 
iii. 3). Sometimes " kosrnos " signifies the earth upon 
which man lives, and sometimes the men who live on it. 
" Gee " signifies the *earth in contrast to the sea and 
heaven (Acts iv. 24). " Oikoumene " speaks of the 
inhabited or civilised world, hence, all the world " is 
said to be " taxed " (Luke ii. i) ; " A ion," means 
" age," or a period of time, sometimes eternity. The 
word is *used of the past age, " the end of the age," 
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when Christ suffered (Heb. ix. 26) ; it is used of " this 
present age" (Gal. i. 4) ; and of the future—" the age 
to come " (Heb. vi. 5, R.V.). The phrase " the end 
of the world," or this present age occurs in Matt. 
xiii. 39, 40,  49 ; xxiv. 3 ; xxviii. 20. From these pas-
sages of Scripture it will be seen that the end of the 
earth is not thought of, but simply the end of a par-
ticular time or period. 

Again, the words " pass away " and " dissolve " do 
not speak of extinction, but transition. John says, 
" The former :things are passed away " (Rev. xxi. 4). 
" Aperkomai" is used in a variety of ways, none of 
which can mean extinction. For instance, it is ren-
dered " departed," in speaking of Christ Who went 
from one place to another to pray (Mark i. 35) ; " gone 
away," when speaking of the disciples who went from 
one place to another (John iv. 8) ; and " to go aside," 
when the disciples were commanded to leave the 
Council (Acts iv. is). The word " dissolve" means 
liberation, not annihilation. The Greek " /uo " ren-
dered " dissolved" in II. Peter iii. II, 12, is used in 
speaking of the " loosing" of a colt (Mark xi. 2-5), the 
unloosing of a shoe's latchet (" unloose," Luke iii. 16), 
the overthrow of the temple (" destroy," John ii. 19), 
the breaking of the law (" broken," John v. 18), the 
dispersing of an assembly of people (" broken up," 
Acts xiii. 43), the melting of metals (" melt," II. Peter 
iii. 1o), and the unbinding of a person in bondage 
(" loose," John xi. 44). The dissolution of the earth 
signifies what the Scriptures call in other places, " the 
restitution of all things " (Acts iii. 21), and " the re-
generation " (Matt. xix. 28). 

Again, take the word " perish." " They shall 
perish," we read of the heavens and the earth (Heb. 
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i. ii). This word does not mean extinction. It is 
rendered " lose" and " lost," and "perish " eight times 
in Luke xv. (verses 4, 6, 8, 9, 17, 24, 32), in referring to 
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son. These 
were not annihilated, for if they had been, they could 
not have been found. Besides, Peter says, of the 
present earth, " The world that then was, being .over-
flowed with water, perished." But what was it that 
perished ? Not the planet, but the condition of things 
which then existed. " 	" is used of Christ in 
reference to the probability that He might " die" 
(John xviii. 14) ; and of the Antediluvians who are said 
to have been " destroyed," and yet they were visited 
by Christ hundreds of years after (Luke xvii. 27 ; 
r. Peter iii. 19), therefore they could not have ceased 
to be. 

These scoffers further forget the reason why the 
Lord tarries in the fulfilment of His purpose, and the 
ushering in of the Day of the Lord, is, because He is 
waiting in His long-suffering and grace, to see if men 
will come to repentance, and so avoid the awful con-
sequence of perishing. The mills of God may seem to 
grind slow, and the chariot-wheels of Christ's coming 
to be slow in their movement ; but He is surely coming, 
and coming to the consternation and condemnation of 
those men who " wilfully forget." 

As the changes in the past were effected by the 
Word of the Lord, so by that same Almighty voice of 
power will changes be brought to pass in the future, 
for God has declared it shall be so, and anyone who 
rejects His promise, is rebuked by the history of the 
past, and the records seen in heaven and earth in the 
present. 
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No one can look at the earth's crust without seeing 
that fire and water have had their part in the past, in 
the formation of its substance. The limestone rocks 
and chalky cliffs bear testimony of the action of water 
in the past, and are a prophecy of another process in 
the future, to make the earth " new." 

The earth that there was and is, was made what it 
was and is by the Word of the Lord, and Christ has 
given us His Word of promise that He will come again, 
and come back to an apostate Church and a sin-loving 
world " as a Thief in the night." 

III. WHAT THE MOCKERS DO. They are said " to 
be walking after their own lusts," that is, they are 
living in the carnality of their own reason, and in the 
flesh of their own inclinations. The scoffing of men has 
its rise in the sins they commit. Behind the denial of 
truth, there is the denial of morality. Loud talking 
comes from low living. Lust in the heart propagates 
lies from the tongue. When sensuality pollutes the 
heart, it will not follow the cleanness of a consecrated 
soul. Lust livers are always great liars. To appre-
ciate truth, we must be true. Behind most questioning 
of the validity and value of truth, :there is a question 
which the questioning asks the questioner—What kind 
of a life are you living ? When the heart is foul within, 
the eyes are dimmed by the foulness and cannot see 
what is before. It is the old story as manifested in 
Eli s day, when there was no " open vision " (1. Sam. 
iii. r), and why ? Because there was sin among those 
who were supposed to be priests unto God. They fed 
on the offerings of God to their sustenance, and used 
the sustenance to feed their sins (1. Sam. ii. 12-17). 
Spiritual vision is born of spiritual virtue, and where 
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that vision is lacking the people will be perishing—
" Mere there is no vision, the people perish " (Prov. 
xxix. 18). 

IV. WHAT THE SCOFFERS SAY-" Where is the 
promise of His coming ?" We can imagine an honest 
enquirer asking the question ; and to such an one, we 
can give a three-fold answer ; and that answer from 
the Three Persons of the Godhead. The Father seems 
to say, " You will find the answer in the Revelation of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. In the prediction of the 
bruising of the serpent's head, in the dying words of 
Jacob, in the prophecies through Balaam, in the utter-
ances of David, in the forecasts of the Psalms, in the 
unfolding of Isaiah, in the pictures of Ezekiel, in the 
foretellings of Jeremiah, in the foregleams of Zechariah, 
in the plaintive utterances of Zephaniah, and in the 
forerunner of Malachi." We can also imagine Christ 
answering the question. " You will find an answer to 
the question in the Gospels. In the message of Gabriel 
to Mary about the throne of David, in the prophecy of 
Zacharias, in the song of angelic announcement on the 
plains of Bethlehem, in the testimony of Simeon, in the 
faith of Anna, in answer to the questions of the apostles 
about the end of the age and My return, in the prophecy 
about Jerusalem's destruction, in the statements I made 
to my crucifiers, in the promise of My coming to the 
disciples in the upper room, in the announcement about 
the Spirit's teaching, in the conversation I had with 
the two disciples on My way to Emmaus, and in the 
last words I gave to the disciples ere I left Olivet's 
Mount for heaven's throne." Yet, once more, we 
reverently ask the Holy Spirit, ",Where is the promise 
of Christ's coming ?' And, methinks, He would reply, 
`.` In the sermon of Peter on the day of Pentecost, and 
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His subsequent preaching, in the witness of Paul at 
Antioch, Ephesus, and at Athens. In the day of 
salvation in Romans, in the searching statements about 
His judgment-seat in Corinthians, in the hope of right-
eousness in Galatians, in the hope of His calling in 
Ephesians, in the glorified body of Phillipians, in the 
hope of glory of Colossians, in the coming of the Lord 
in Thessalonians, in the appearing and kingdom of the 
letters of Paul to Timothy, in the blessed hope of Titus, 
in the appearing the second time of Hebrews, in the 
patient waiting for His return in James, in the Chief 
Shepherd's reward in Peter, in the manifestation of Him 
in John, in His coming with His saints in Jude, and in 
the unveiling of His glory in the Revelation " ! The 
fact is, if Christ's coming is questioned, we may as well 
throw away the New Testament, for to deny His return 
is to give the lie to Christ, to refuse Him that speaks 
from heaven, and to commit a sin, which is next door 
to blasphemy, against the Holy Spirit. 

" Where is the promise of His coming ?" Scoffers 
beware ! God is no silent onlooker, and deaf to your 
saying. The young men who scoffed long ago at 
Elijah's rapture, and said to Elisha, ". Go up, thou bald 
head," and asked thus that they might see another 
rapture, found swift judgment come upon them in being 
devoured by the she bears. The scoffers of Noah's day, 
ridiculed him, as he built the ark, and said, " Where is 
the predicted flood ?" But the flood came and swept 
them away. The scoffers of Lot's time would not 
believe that judgment would come upon their sin ; but 
the devouring flame fell upon them, to their overthrow 
and judgment. Pharaoh and the Egyptians scoffed 
at the predictions of Moses, and scoffed at his pro-
nouncements ; but the flap of the death angel's wing 
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smote the firstborn, to their grief and confusion. The 
lord of Samaria mocked at the prophecy of Elisha, and 
would not believe the Word of God, and he met an 
untimely death in consequence. Christ told the Jews 
what would come upon them in the destruction of Jeru-
salem ; but they would not believe their house would 
be left unto them " desolate " ; and they who said of 
our Lord, " His blood be upon us and on our children," 
have had their prayer answered for 1900 years. Again, 
we say, scoffers beware ! and especially to those who are 
professors, for the Word speaks of those who will " be 
cut off," and have their portion with the wicked. 

" And since in God's recording Book 
Our sins are written, every one,— 

The crime, the wrath, the wandering look, 
The good we knew, and left undone,— 

Lord, ere the last dread trump be heard, 
And ere before Thy face we stand, 

Look Thou on each accusing word, 
And blot it with Thy bleeding hand." 
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Jews going back to Palestine a fulfilment of Scrip-
ture—I. Revelation—Three Names of God—His Cove-
nant, His Claim, and His Power—Statement by Israel 
Zangwill—II. Resurrection—Israel dead and buried—
Graves of Oppression and Rationalism—Eighty-six per 
cent. of Jews in New York, Rationalists—III. Restora-
tion—Two-fold restoration : To the Land and to the 
Lord—Zionism and the Bible—Seven wonderful state-
ments in a Zionist Pamphlet—Rebekah in Ivanhoe. 

WATCH the hand of God's leading in the Jews going 
back to Palestine, and see in it a fulfilment of Scripture. 

Jehovah has not left us in any doubt regarding the 
restoration of the Jews to Palestine and their spiritual 
restoration to Himself. One of the most, if not the 
most, complete predictions as to the land and the 
people is given to us in Ezek. xxxvii. It will repay a 
careful study in the light of the happenings which are 
taking place at the moment. There are three pivotal 
words around which our thoughts may revolve, namely, 
Revelation, Resurrection, Restoration. 
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I.—REVELATION. 

The prophet saw the condition of the nation of 
Israel as described in the vision of the valley of dry 
bones, and although they were very dry and there were 
very many of them, he is made to prophesy to them, 
and say, " Ye shall live " (verses 5, 6, 14). The carry-
ing out of His purpose in vivifying the nation nationally 
and spiritually is based on three facts—namely, 
Jehovah's Personality, His Power, and His Promise. 

HIS PERSONALITY. There are three names of God • 
given in Ezek. xxxvii., namely, Jehovah, Adonahy, and 
Elohim. Jehovah occurs fifteen times : nine times 
rendered Lord and six times God. The ordinary reader 
can easily recognise the name of Jehovah, as Lord and 
God are printed in small capitals. Jehovah means the 
self-existing One, the One Who always was and is and 
ever will be, and hence, flowing from this He is the 
unchanging One, as He Himself says, " I am the Lord, 
I change not " (Mal. iii. 6) ; and then it is well to 
remember that the name springs from the verb to be, 
hence in its practical application it signifies the One 
Who will cause to be what He says. This is beautifully 
seen in Ezek. xxxvii. 14, especially if we leave out the 
word "• it," which is in italics, for He says, " Then shall 
ye know that I Jehovah have spoken, and performed, 
saith Jehovah." 

Adonahy occurs six times in the chapter, and in 
each instance is rendered Lord (verses 3, 5, 9, 12, 19, 
21), and may be recognised in that it is not printed in 
small capitals, -and in each instance is coupled with 
God, so that the two names occurring together should 
be Adonahy Jehovah. Adonahy signifies my Master, 
and as such indicates God in the absoluteness of His 
authority, power and proprietorship. 
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THE NAMES OF JEHOVAH. 

Elohim occurs twice and is rendered God (verses 23, 
27). Elohim speaks of God in His power and creative 
skill, and being the plural form, speaks of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Remembering that the names of God indicate what 
He is in Himself and what He is able to do, these three 
names of God in their use as brought out in the chapter 
are full of suggestion and promise. Jehovah cannot go 
back from what He promised to Abraham and - the 
land, for He can no more change His Word than He 
can change Himself. Adonahy will surely claim what 
belongs to Him, for He speaks of Israel again and again 
as My people ; and as Elohim He will carry through in 
His grace and love and power the word of His purpose, 
for in speaking of Israel He says, " I will be their God." 

His POWER. The Holy Spirit is the Executive of 
the Godhead. The Hebrew word " Ruach " occurs 
nine times in the chapter ; five times it is rendered 
breath (verses 5, 6, 8, g, io), twice wind (verse 9), and 
twice spirit (verses I, 14). The word in each instance 
would be better translated spirit. He is spoken of as 
the Spirit of Jehovah, and God says, " I will cause 
Spirit to enter into you," and the prophet appeals to 
the Spirit when he says, " Come, 0 Breath, and breathe 
upon these slain that they may live." In response the 
Spirit came and they lived. Obstacles and adverse 
conditions seem impossible to be removed and over-
come, but when the supernatural is recognised the Spirit 
of God can accomplish what the human cannot achieve. 
He can graft in the branch that has been cut off, He can 
cause the barren fig tree to fructify, and He can make 
the dead bones live. What is impossible with men is 
possible with God. 
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ISRAEL'S NATIONAL LIFE. 

His PROMISE. We find there are no fewer than 
nineteen " I wills " if we take the revised reading of 
verses twelve and fourteen ; but it must suffice to note 
the emphatic word, " They shall live.".  Israel shall live 
nationally. There has recently been an appeal issued 
to the Jewish people of the world from prominent 
Jewish men for a sum of £25,000,000 for the recon-
struction of Palestine. .We can only quote sentences 
from this appeal, as it covers more than a column of 
one of the leading London newspapers. 

" The mandate for Palestine, which is at once a 
pledge and a challenge to the Jewish people, is about 
to become a part of the law of nations. The moment 
has arrived for the concentration of Jewish effort on 
the upbuilding of the Jewish national home. . . . The 
historic connection of the Jewish people with Palestine 
has been recognised by the Powers. . . . A supreme 
effort is called for. . . . Let Jews of all countries and 
of all classes unite to give the same reply; build the 
Jewish Commonwealth. The purpose of the Palestine 
Foundation Fund is to bring about a settlement of 
Palestine by Jews . . . that purpose is attainable. Room 
can be found in Palestine for a vastly increased popula-
tion. Thousands are already waiting on the threshold. 
. . . This is no common moment. For twenty centuries 
it has been patiently awaited ; it will not recur in our 
lifetime, nor in that of our children's children. . . . The 
Gates of Palestine are no longer barred from within. 
The key is in the hands of the Jewish people. It is for 
Jewry to decide whether or not they are to welcome 
in the multitudes that are expectantly awaiting the 
hour of redemption." 
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BACK TO THE PROMISED LAND. 

Can we not hear the shaking of the dry bones in 
this Jewish appeal and Jewish movement, and the 
indicating that God is about to bring back His peOple 
to occupy the land that He promised to them ? 

Then Jehovah has not only promised a national 
restoration to the land, but a spiritual restoration to 
Himself. He says they shall no more defile themselves 
with idols and detestable things, that He will cleanse 
and save them from the positions into which sin had 
placed them, that He will sanctify them, that He will 
give them a covenant of peace and that He will, be 
their God (verses 23-28). 

One of the most impressive utterances that have 
recently been given is that by Israel Zangwill, and it is 
all the more remarkable because it indicates a change 
of mind towards the Lord Jesus for, after all, we must 
ever remember the full restoration will never come till 
their attitude towards Him is changed. Zangwill, says : 

" It has become clear-0 grim consolation !—that 
there is no nation to-day that would not crucify Christ, 
and this although, unlike the ancient Jews, they have 
had two millenniums wherein to learn to understand 
Him. Nay, more ! Remembering who through this 
ghastly quinquennium have raised their voices to frenzy 
and brutality of Christendom, I am moved to believe 
that we Jews to-day are the only race that would not 
crucify Jesus." 

Do we not see in this utterance the moving of the 
Holy Spirit in the mind of the Jew of to-day ? for he 
no longer says, " Away with Him, crucify Him," and 
in this fact there is an indication that the Jew will be 
ready to receive Him. 
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II.—RESURRECTION. 

The nation is likened to a dead body lying in the 
grave, and the Lord says to such, " Behold, 0 My 
people, I will open your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel " (verses 12-14). The One Who thus 
speaks is Adonahy Jehovah still, hence He says again 
and again, " 0 My people," and " Ye shall know that 
I am Jehovah." Then how emphatic the language is, 
for He sayg, " I will open, I will cause, I will place." 

There are two graves in which Israel is found to- 
day : one is the grave of oppression. This is recognised 
in the appeal, to which reference has already been 
made ; it says, " Two-thirds of the Jewish race are at 
this moment living under conditions of unendurable 
anguish. Harried, pillaged, uprooted from their homes, 
butchered without mercy, exposed to such an outburst 
of unrestrained .savagery as Europe has not witnessed 
for four hundred years ; entire communities are being 
relentlessly exterminated." 

Surely Jehovah, Who heard the groaning of Israel 
in Egyptian bondage, and saw the oppression under 
which they laboured long ago, will again show His con-
quering power and delivering grace. 

There is another grave in which Israel is found, 
and that is the grave of rationalism. Some years ago 
Dr. Laidlaw, of New York, was telling me of a religious 
census that had been taken of the city. Seventy-five 
per cent. of those who professed to be Protestants 
confessed that they never attended a place of worship ; 
while the percentage among Roman Catholics was 
only five. But the thing that staggered me most 
of all was the fact that eighty-six per cent. of 



PALESTINE : THE JEW : AND' PROPHECY. 	99 

the Jewish population of greater New York never 
attended the synagogues. This fact speaks for itself, 
for it tells us the Jewish people are buried in the grave 
of Rationalism, and they will remain there till the 
breath of the Spirit of God quickens them from the 
death of self-opinion and covetousness ; and He will 
do this, for He has pledged Himself to perform the 
same. 

III.—RESTORATION. 

There is a threefold restoration indicated in Ezek. 
xxxvii. First, a restoration to the " land of Israel," 
which He calls " your own land," and the " land upon 
the mountains of Israel," and that " they shall dwell in 
the land that I have given unto Jacob My servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt, and they shall dwell 
therein, even they, and their children and their chil-
dren's children for ever " (verses 12, 14, 21, 22, 23). 
Second, Israel will be restored to Jehovah. He not 
only says, " I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people," but that " the nations shall know that I 
Jehovah do sanctify Israel." Third, the two sections 
of the nation will be restored to each other. Under the 
simile of two sticks He likens one to Judah, and the 
other to Israel ; they are said to be joined " one to 
another into one stick," and " they shall be one in mine 
Hand," and " He will make them one nation,". and give 
them " one King," and " they shall be no more two 
nations,' neither shall they be divided into two king-
doms any more at all " (verses 16, 17, 19, 22, 24). 

We have already seen the trend of Jewish thought 
and feeling, and' this is further elucidated in a pam-
phlet, entitled " Zionism and the Bible." In this 
pamphlet of seventeen pages there are enunciated and 
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emphasised seven great thoughts which are born of the 
Old Testament Scripture prophecies and promises. 

i. The pamphlet appeals to the Authority of God's 
Word, and asks the question, " What does the Bible 
say ?" It traces through the Books of Moses the many 
references to Israel's restoration to the land and God. 

2. Jewish nationality is the one emphatic note of 
the Old Testament, and the pamphlet says the Jewish 
religion cannot be separated from nationalism unless 
another Bible is invented. 

3. The writer recognises that the nation has been 
scattered among the nations because of their dis-
obedience and sin, as Jehovah said He would scatter 
them—" I will scatter you among the nations " (Lev. 
xxvi. 33). 

4. The restoration from the Babylonish captivity 
did not fulfil Jehovah's covenant of promise, for He has 
pledged Himself to " set His hand again the second 
time " to recover His people (Isa. xi. II). 

THE FULFILMENT LOOKED FOR. 

5. A literal fulfilment of Jehovah's promises is 
looked for. The pamphlet declares, " There is not a 
trace of mystical allegory or nebulous generalities in all 
our Hebrew prophets. In simple style and with admir-
able clearness they fixed for ever the unalterable Jewish 
national unity and its indissoluble connection with the 
land of Israel. 

6. Universal blessing to the world is connected with 
the nationaliAation of the Jews to a restored land. The 
pamphlet declares, " The universalism of the prophets 
is closely connected with faith in their own people," and 
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" the other nations are to learn from the people with 
whom a new covenant is to be made, and into whose 
very hearts the law of God is to be placed. Universalism 
is yoked with nationalism." 

7. The pamphlet closes with a reference to the 
Jewish Prayer Book, in which is " one long continuous 
cry from the terrors of exile." The following quotation 
will illustrate : " All the prayers for individual well-
being, for material prosperity, for life, health, and 
wealth, are drowned in the pathetic, heartrending 
national prayer for the restoration of exiled.  Israel to 
the land of their fathers. Prayers for the forgiveness 
of sins, for a better understanding of God's law, for 
rains and dew, for good harvests and plenty, find their 
place in our liturgy. But even these are mostly accom-
panied by, revolve round, and are founded upon Pales- 
tinian nature, Palestinian seasons : the prayer for rain 
and dew does not heed our seasons in Western Europe ; 
they are permeated with the great all-embracing hope 
to which they are all subordinate. It is clear that the 
keynote of the Jewish Prayer Book is the belief that 
all transient and material hopes would be realised in the 
perfection of the whole, if Israel were restored to its 
ancient inheritance. 

One of the most thrilling pieces in literature is that 
which is found in Sir Walter Scott's " Ivanhoe," in 
which he describes the Jewess Rebecca tied to a stake 
to be burnt to death through the wicked plot of one 
who would accomplish her ruin. Her only chance of 
escape is for a true knight to come forward and 
champion her cause by overcoming the one who has 
plotted against her. At almost the last moment 
Ivanhoe appears upon the scene, and defeats Rebecca's 
adversary, thus gaining her freedom. 
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THE COMING DELIVERER. 

The Jewish nation, like Rebecca, is in a hopeless 
condition unless a mighty conqueror appears to give 
deliverance. There is One Who will appear directly, 
and He is the Man of Calvary, Who will, with the blood 
wounds of His atoning death, wipe out the iniquity of 
Israel, and Who will, with His glorious appearing and 
mighty power, overthrow all their enemies. We may 
well pray that the Jewish people may soon look upon 
Him Whom they pierced, and through that pierced One 
find all their hopes realised. 

The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is the goal of 
all our hopes and the climax of all our wishes. So let 
us look to Him that He will soon complete and glorify 
His Church, come as the Redeemer to Zion, and be the 
Emancipator to a burdened world and a groaning 
creation. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE THREEFOLD GATHERING. 

SYLLABUS. 

Three Gatherings, The Church, Israel, and the 
Nations—I. The Church Gathered by Christ—The 
Person Who will Gather—The Persons who will .be 
Gathered—The Purpose of the Gathering—II. Gather-
ing of Israel—Gathered to one Place—For one People—
For one Purpose—Nineteen I Wills in Ezek. xxxvi. 
38—III. The Gathering of the Nations—Who ? The 
Man, the Lord, the King—Whom ? " All Nations "—
When ? When Christ Comes in His Glory—Where ? 
In the Holy Land—Why ? To Judge or Commend for 
Treatment of His People—What ? Cutting out of 
Existence—Who ? Sheep—Nations blessed with ISrael. 

" Our gathering together unto Him " (ii. Thess. ii. t). 

" They shall gather together His elect " (Matt. xxiv. 31). 

" Before Him shall be gathered all nations " (Matt. xxv. 32). 

ONE of the essential things in the interpretation of the 
Holy Scriptures is to recognise to whom the particular 
Scripture applies, or to whom it refers. The three 
gatherings specified above refer to three different 
classes—namely, the Church, the nation of Israel, and 
to the nations of the civilised world. 
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The activities of Christ are potent in significance, 
beneficient in outcome, and effective in operation. 
When He comes for His Church, He will gather it by 
His personal presence and act. When He deals with 
Israel, He will send His angels to gather His elect to. 
their land and Himself ; and when He comes to the 
nations He will come and act in His judicial capacity 
as the Son of Man. 

I. CHRIST WILL GATHER THE CHURCH TO 
HIMSELF. 

" Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together 
unto Him " (ii. Thess. ii. I). 

The " coming " denotes the actuality of the arrival 
of our Lord in His bodily presence. His presence will 
not necessarily be at one place at one time, but the 
actuality of Himself in bodily form will be known wher-
ever He may arrive, whether in the air for His saints, 
or on the earth with them. 

His names and titles, as mentioned—namely, " Our 
Lord Jesus Christ "—are not without meaning. As the 
Proprietor, He comes as Lord to claim His own ; as 
" Jesus," He comes to complete our salvation ; and as 
the Head of the Church, He comes as the " Christ," to 
consummate all that union with Him -has meant ; for 
when Christ, Who is our Life, shall appear, we shall be 
manifested with Him in glory. 

• 
PERSONS WHO WILL BE GATHERED. 

This gathering is specifically designated as " our 
gathering," therefore it must apply to believers, and 
to believers only. In the Tabernacle service there were 
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two silver trumpets. One was for " the calling of the 
assembly," when all the assembly was to appear at the 
door of the tabernacle to gather unto Moses. The 
other trumpet was for an " alarm," when an enemy 
was approaching. These two trumpets have their 
counterpart in those mentioned in the New Testament. 
There is " the last trump " in connection with the 
Church (1. Cor. xv. 52), when all believers will be changed 
as they are assembled to the Lord ; and there is the 
seventh trumpet, when the kingdoms of this world 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ (Rev. 
xi. 15). 

The persons who will be gathered are variously 
referred to. They are denoted as " The Church " (i. 1) ; 
that is, those who are called out of the world for the 
Lord Himself. They are also referred to as " Brethren " 
(i. 3) ; that is, those who are in the common brotherhood 
of God's children. They are also those who are consti-
tuted believers ; hence, their " faith " is named (i. 3) ; 
and also those who are dominated by love, hence, 
their " love " is recorded (i. 3). These who will be 
gathered are appreciated because of their " patience " 
(i. 4), and they are further denoted as those who are 
" called " (i. II), and who are participators in the 
CC grace " of God (i. 12). 

THE PERSON TO WHOM WE ARE GATHERED. 

Then those who are to be gathered are specifically 
said to be " gathered unto Him." The preposition 
" unto " is of interest when it occurs with the genitive ; 
" epi " signifies " springing from," as when Peter 
(H. Peter iii. 3) speaks of the scoffers who " shall come 
in" (epi), or spring from the last days. When 
64  epi " occurs with the dative, it means to rest upon, 
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as when we read of those who believe " on " Christ 
(i. Peter ii. 6) ; but when " epi " occurs with the accu-
sative, it signifies downward pressure, as when we are 
told to cast all " care on " the Lord (1. Peter v. 7), or, 
as Plummer renders it, " Up to Him " ;* but that does 
not convey all the meaning ; it signifies, as close as we 
can get. How precious is such a word, for our gather-
ing " unto Him " means we shall be as close to Him 
as we can get. What grace and love are here ! . Do we 
not long for the time to arrive when the Lord shall say, 
" Gather My saints together unto Me, those that have 
made a covenant with Me by sacrifice " ? (Psa. 1. 5). 

THE PURPOSE, OR WHAT HE GATHERS. 

The word " gathered together " is rendered, in 
Heb. x. 25, " assembling together." It means a com-
plete gathering, and as applicable to the redeemed, 
signifies none of the ransomed shall be left behind. 
" Episunagoge " comes from " Episunago," means to 
collect together from the same place, and is used of a 
hen gathering her chickens under her wings (Matt. 
xxiii. 37). " Episunago " is a compound word. " Epi " 
means " upon," and " sunago " to lead together, to 
convene, and specially to entertain. It is rendered 
" Took in," in taking one into the home and entertain-
ing him—" I was a stranger and ye took me in " (Matt. 
xxv. 35, 38). 

We cannot imagine all this gathering will mean, but 
we try and focus some of the gatherings mentioned in 
the Scriptures to illustrate. As Adam, after the sleep 
and the wounding of his side, took Eve to be his help-
meet, as Isaac in his love took Rebekah to be his partner, 
as Jacob toiled for Rachel and took her to be his wife, 
as Joseph shared his honours with Asenath, as B9az 
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redeemed the inheritance for Ruth, and as David glori-
fied the men 'who shared with him his life in the Cave 
of Adullum ; so Christ will gather His own, for whom 
He slept in the death of His Cross, for whom He gave 
His heart's affection, for whom He toiled in His life and 
death, for whom He intends wondrous honours, for 
whom He has acted in redemption, for whom He will 
keep His tryst to be with Him in the glory. 

II.—GATHERING OF ISRAEL. 

Christ's revelation to Israel is tersely put. He 
declares Jehovah's purpose in the following meanful 
prophecy, " He shall send forth His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from one end of the heaven 
to the other. Now from the fig tree learn her parable : 
when her branch is now become tender, and putteth 
forth its leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh ; ever 
so ye also, when ye see all these things, know ye that 
He is nigh, even at the doors. Verily, I say unto you, 
This generation shall not pass away, till all these things 
be accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but My words shall not pass away " (Matt. xxiv. 31-35). 

This gathering is 

To ONE PLACE, 

for the gathering here is from all places to one place. 
To gather means " to collect and bring to a place." 
This prediction will be in fulfilment of Ezek. xxxiv. 
11-13, where we read : " For thus saith the Lord God ; 
Behold, I, even I, will both search My sheep, and seek 
them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the 
day that he is among his sheep that are scattered ; so 
will I seek out My sheep; and will deliver them out of 
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all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy 
and dark day. And I will bring them out from the 
people, and gather them from the countries, and will 
bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the 
mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the in-
habited places of the country." Two things are worthy 
of note—First, from whence Israel will be gathered : 
" out of all the places where they have been scattered " ; 
and second, the place to which they are going to be 
gathered—namely, " I will bring them from the people, 
and gather them from the countries, and bring them to 
their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of 
Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of 
the country." Palestine, or the Promised Land, is 
here spoken of in three ways : 

" To their own land," " The mountains of Israel," 
and " The country." 

This gathering is 

FOR ONE PEOPLE. 

" In that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, which 
shall stand for an ensign of the people, unto Him shall 
the nations seek (R.V.), and His rest shall be glorious. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall set His hand again the second time to recover the 
remnant of His people, which shall be left, from Assyria, 
and from Egypt, and from Pathros " (Africa), " and 
from Cush " (Persia), " and from Elam, and from 
Shinar " (Babylon), " and from Hamath " (North of 
Syria), " and from the islands of the sea " (coastlands). 
" And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, and 
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather to-
gether the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth " (Isa. xi. II, 12). 
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In the above, the people are cited in three ways. 
" The people," as exclusively separated to' Himself 
(Num. xxiii. g) ; as " His people," they are His peculiar 
property and treasure (Deut. xxxii. 9) ; and as the 
*" outcasts of Israel," and " the despised of Judah, 
they proclaim their identity. Mark, Israel is an " out-
cast." The Hebrew word signifies to be overthrown, 
to be chased, to be sore, to push down. Let the Book 
of Hosea be read, and all these characteristics are found 
applicable to the ten tribes ; and in the New Testament 
times the twelve tribes are designated as " scattered," 
or, as R.V., " The elect, who are sojourners of the dis-
persion " (r. Peter i. 1), and as the " Twelve tribes 
scattered abroad " ( Jas. i. 1). Judah is called " Dis-
persed." " Dispersed " signifies that which is broken, 
and discharged, like a. wandering vagrant, who has no 
home and is broken in spirit, and is discharged from 
the position he once held. 

This gathering is 

FOR ONE PURPOSE. 

In Ezek. xxxvi. 23-38,t we find this gathering is 
spiritual in its character. " And I will sanctify My 
great name, which hath been profaned among the 
nations, which ye have profaned in the midst of them ; 
and the nations shall know that I am Jehovah, saith 
the Lord Jehovah, whom I shall be sanctified in you 
before their eyes. For I will take you from among the 
nations, and gather you out of all the countries, and 

• " Outcast " is rendered " sore " in Psa. cxviii. I3 ; " Driven away " in 
Prov. xiv. 32 ; " Tottering," in Psa. lxii. 3 ; and " Chase," in Psa. xxxv. 5. 
" Dispersed " is translated " scattered," in Isaiah xxxiii. 3 : " Brake," in Judges 
vii. x9 ; " Discharged," in 1. Kings v. 9 ; and " Beaten in sunder," in Isaiah 
xxvii. 9. 

t The reading is from the American Revised Version. It translates " Lord," 
"Jehovah." 
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will bring you into your own land. And I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. And a new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
ordinances, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to your fathers ; and ye shall be My 
people, and I will be your God. And I will save you 
from all your uncleannesses ; and I will call for the 
grain and will multiply it, and lay no famine upon you. 
And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase 
of the field, that ye shall receive no more the reproach 
of famine among the nations. Then shall ye remember 
your evil ways, and your doings that were not good ; 
and ye shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for 
your iniquities and for your abominations. Not for 
your sake do I , this, saith the Lord Jehovah, be it 
known unto you ; be ashamed and confounded for your 
ways, 0 house of Israel. Thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 
In the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, 
I will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste 
places shall he builded. And the land that was desolate 
shall be tilled, whereas it was a desolation in the sight 
of all that passed by. And they shall say, This land 
that was desolate is become like the Garden of Eden ; 
and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
fortified and inhabited. Then the nations that are left 
round about you shall know that I, Jehovah, have 
builded the ruined places, and planted that which was 
desolate. I, Jehovah, have spoken it, and I will do it. 
Thus saith the Lord Jehovah : For this moreover will 
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I be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 
them ; I will increase them with men like a flock. As 
the flock for sacrifice, as the flock of Jerusalem in her 
appointed feasts ; so shall the waste cities be filled with 
flocks of men ; and they shall know that I am Jehovah." 

The above Scripture is one of the most concise, the 
most condensed, and the most sout-stirring revelation 
of God's purpose in relation to Israel that is to be 
found in Old Testameht prophecies. They relate to 
Jehovah in connection with Israel's restoration to the 
land, to their spiritual restoration to Jehovah, to their 
material prosperity, to the influence the nation will 
exert among the nations, and to the glory that will be 
brought to Him. The certainty of this.Divine purpose 
being carried is strikingly focussed in the nineteen " I 
wills " which are found in the section given. Let us 
briefly consider them. 

THE I WILL OF SANCTIFICATION (23). 

" I will sanctify My Great Name." That Name is 
the name of Jehovah, which had been dishonoured by 
Israel among the nations. How it is going to be sanc-
tified is specifically stated, for He says it will be " when 
I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes." The 
nations will see what Jehovah does for and in the 
nation, and honour the heart that loves, and the hand 
that executes. 

THE I WILL OF CONCENTRATION (24). 
" For I will take you from among the nations, and 

gather you from all the countries." From near and far 
the Gatherer will gather His own. Like a gleaner in a 
field, the Lord will glean from the field of the world 
His people, for they are still His treasure, and He prizes 
them. 
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THE I WILL OF DESTINATION (24). 

" And will bring you into your own land." Not 
merely the Land of Palestine, but the Promised Land. 
Jehovah continually refers to the fact that He promised 
the Land to Israel. We read again and again, " The 
Land which He promised them " (Deut. ix. 28 ; xix. 8 ; 
xxvii. 3), and to that Land He will bring them. 
Boundary lines have long been drawn up. (Compare 
Deut. xxxii. 8 and Ezek. xlvii. 13 to xlviii. 7.) 

THE I WILL OF PURIFICATION (25). 

" And I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean." The words suggest what took place 
under the ordinance of the Red Heifer, the ashes of 
which were associated with water, and which were 
sprinkled upon the unclean person for his cleansing. 
The water of purification was identified with the blood 
of expiation, which means in its typical application, 

• there is no cleansing only on the ground of Christ's 
atoning death. (See Heb. ix. 13, 14.) 

THE I WILL OF SEPARATION (25). 

" From all your filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you." The inward " filthiness " and the 
outward " idols " will be removed. Idols and filthiness 
invariably go together. This is a fact in all heathen 
worship, and in all experience. When an object is set 
up in the place of the Lord, it will always work defile-
ment in the devotee. When Israel worships Jehovah, 
the filth is expelled. 

THE I WILL OF INCLINATION (26). 

" A new heart will I give you." The heart stands 
for the mind of thought, the love of affection, and the 
will of purpose. When the centre of the being is right, 
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the circumference of the life corresponds. When the 
fountain is clean, the stream will be pure. Jehovah 
will give heart to the people, and then the people will 
give their hearts to Him. 

THE I WILL OF IMPLANTATION (26) . 
" A new spirit will I put within you." The wheel 

of the heart must be propelled by a life-moving spirit. 
When the spirit is dead in self and sin-action, it is 
impossible to move for and with God, but when the 
new spirit of the new life is put within, then it moves, 
because it is moved by the Holy Spirit, and the wheels 
of the life are regulated in conformity to God's will. 

THE I WILL OF EXPULSION (26). 
The " stony heart " represents the heart of unbelief 

and self-will. Jehovah will not melt the heart of stone 
by reformation, but He will take it away by Divine 
expulsion. 

THE I WILL OF AFFECTION (26) . 
" I will give you a heart of flesh " ; that is, a warm, 

living, loving heart of affection. As the heart's blood 
courses through the body and keeps it alive in activity, 
so Jehovah will be the One Who will cause, not only 
the uncleanness to be removed, but the real affection 
of positive action to operate. 

THE I WILL OF IDENTIFICATION X27). 
" And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause 

you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments, and do them." This brings us to the Power-
house of action. The Power which will cause Israel to 
keep to the lines of God's ways, like the car moved 
along the lines, is the Spirit of the Lord. We cannot 
be good, nor do good, apart from the Source of All-good. 
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THE I WILL OF RELATION (28). 

" I will be your God." " God " is Elohim, and 
is the title which Jehovah gives Himself as the Three-
in-One and the One-in-Three. One of the titles of 
Jehovah is the " God of Israel," and as such He will 
bless Israel in the Fatherhood of His love, in the Saviour-
hood of Christ's atoning sacrifice, and in the Holy 
Spirit's grace and power. 

THE I WILL OF SALVATION (29). 

" I will save you from all your uncleannesses." 
From everything that had defiled and polluted in the 
past, Jehovah pledges to save His people. The work 
which He will perform will be thorough, for it is to be 
" from all uncleannesses " He pledges to " save." Israel 
will find, as now His saints need to know, the Lord 
cleanses before He consecrates. It was the clean 
animal that was offered on the altar of consecration, 
and the sanctified altar sanctified the gift (Exod. xxix. 
37 ; Matt. xxiii. 19). 

THE I WILL OF PROVISION (29). 

" I will call for the grain " ; that is, He will provide 
food to satisfy the deepest hunger. When the spiritual 
relations are adjusted, the material prosperity is 
assured. The two are always associated. It is when 
His people are right, He says, " I will send you corn 
and wine and oil, and ye shall be satisfied . . . and ye 
shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied " (Joel ii. 19-24). 

THE I WILL OF MULTIPLICATION (29). 

" And I will multiply it, and lay no famine upon 
you. The Loving Heart always ministers with a 
lavishing hand. What an illustration we have of this 
in the productiveness of a single pansy plant, which 
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will have hundreds of seed vessels upon it. The Lord 
always gives exceeding abundantly above all we ask or 
think, and makes His grace to abound. The material 
good which Jehovah will give is pledged in the following 
redundant language : " The floors shall be full of wheat, 
and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil " ( Joel 
ii. 24). 

THE I WILL OF PRODUCTION (30). 

" I will multiply the fruit of the tree." Not only 
the " grain," as the staff of life, but the " fruit," as the 
refresher of life, will be multiplied and increased, and the 
reason for this provision is given—namely : " That ye 
shall receive no more the reproach of famine among the 
nations." Famine is always a sign of another famine 
—the want of God in the life. When He is wanting, 
supplies are wanting. " If ye will not hearken unto 
Me . . . your land shall not yield her fruit " (Lev. 
xxvi. 14, 20). 

THE I WILL OF HABITATION (33). 

" I will cause the cities to be inhabited." Disper-
sion and desolation are a sign of the Lord's displeasure. 
" I will make your cities waste. . . . I will bring the 
land into desolation. . . . I will scatter you among the 
nations " (Lev. xxvi• 31-33). All this has been fulfilled, 
but the Lord will make the opposite to be realised, 
when He begins to act in grace with His people. For 
when He obligates Himself to an •obligation,-  He is 
obligated to His obligation. 

THE I WILL OF AFFIRMATION (36). 

" I, Jehovah, have spoken it, and I will do it." He 
could not go back from His word if He would, and He 
would not if He could. He assures Israel their land 
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shall " become like the Garden of Eden," and that His 
work shall be seen and known by the nations. Great 
alterations will take place in the land through His 
working in altering the custom and character of it 
(Zech. xiv. 4-11 ; Ezek. xlvii.). 

THE I WILL OF SUPPLICATION (37). 

" Thus saith the Lord Jehovah : For this will I be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them." 
There must be the appreciation of faith, and the applica-
tion of prayer, before the Lord will give His benedic-
tions. There is no doubt the stress of the times will 
cause Israel to cry to the Lord for His intervention, 
and then He will fulfil what He has pledged, for He has 
said He will " remember " His " covenant,"_ and to this 
He has fixed Hip signature, for He declares, " I am 
Jehovah " (Lev. xxvi. 40-45). 

THE I WILL OF ADDITION (37). 
" I will increase them with men like a flock." The 

reference is to the prolificness of the race, and the simile 
used is to an unusual increase of a flock of sheep in 
breeding. Nations which are conspicuous for their sins 
are also noted for their sinfulness in the prevention of 
the propagation of their race. 

What a revelation of Jehovah's purpose we find in 
these affirmations of Jehovah. Do they make us to 
pray with the late beloved John Wilkinson : 

" Oh, gather soon the ` remnant ' in, 
To realise forgiven sin 

Through Jesu's precious blood ; 
Arouse Thy Church to work and pray, 
To show Thy scattered ones the way 

Back home through Christ to God " ? 
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III.—THE GATHERING OF THE NATIONS. 

" Before Him shall be gathered all nations " (read 
Matt. xxv. 31-46). 

Scofield, in his Bible, comments on the judgment of 
the nations, and says : " This judgment is to be dis-
tinguished from the judgment of the Great White 
Throne. Here there is no resurrection ; the persons 
judged are the living nations ; no books are opened ; 
three classes are present—sheep, goats, and brethren ; 
the time is at the return of Christ (31), and the scene is 
on the earth. All these particulars are in contrast to 
Rev. xx. 11-15. The test in this judgment is the 
treatment accorded by the nations to those whom 
Christ here calls My brethren.' These ' brethren ' are 
the Jewish remnant, who will have preached the Gospel 
of the kingdom to all nations during the Tribulation." 

The above quotation gives the clue to the time of 
this judgment, and when the gathering of the nations 
will take place. Let us consider this gathering round 
seven word-questions—Who ? Whom ? When ? Where ? 
Why, ? What ? Who ? 

I. WHO ? 

Who will be the Gatherer ? Christ gives Himself 
three titles—namely, " The Son of Man " (31), " Lord " 
(37, 44), and " King " (34, 4o). The predominating 
title is " The Son of Man." The Holy Spirit endorses 
Christ's manhood and humanity in seven particulars 
and ways. (I) In the forecast of the Old Testament 
prophecy (Dan. vii. 13, 14) ; (2) In the mystery of His 
holy incarnation (Phil. ii. 8) ; (3) In the beneficence 
of His loving ministry and His substitutionary death 
(Matt. xx. 28) ; (4) In the media torial work of His 
atonement on Calvary (i. Tim. ii. 5) ; (5) In the might 
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of His triumphant resurrection (Acts xvii. 3) ; (6) In 
the revelation of the Manchild (Rev. xii. 5), and (7) in 
the emphatic word of Christ's teaching (John v. 27). 

Take but one of these Scriptures—namely, Acts 
xvii. 22-23. Significant is the fact that in Paul's 
address on Mars' Hill he deals with humanity as a 
whole, and is talking about the time when God will 
judge the " inhabited earth," that is, the nations, for 
the word " world," in verse 31, is " oikoumene," and 
means the civilised world, or nations. The full and 
focussing declaration is—" God hath appointed a day," 
that is, a period, " in which He will judge," or rule, 
" the world in righteousness, 

BY THAT MAN WHOM 

He hath ordained ; whereof He hath given assurance 
to all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead." 

Man lost his dominion by sin ; but that dominion 
will be restored in the Man of men. The Man of Calvary 
is the Man of Destiny. Was not the superscription on 
the Cross a prophecy of the future ? " Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews," and this was " written 
in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin." The despised Nazarene 
was proclaimed " The King of the Jews," and in the 
languages of the religious Hebrew, the cultured Greek, 
and the military Roman, as proclaiming the fact that , 
He would reign over all these nations, and reign over 
them on the very earth upon which His holy blood had 
been shed. 

II. .WHOM ? 

Whom ? Or, the people who will be gathered before 
Him. " All nations " (32). Some have found a diffi-
culty in " all nations " being gathered in one locality ; 
but " all " is used in two ways. " All," without excep- 
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tion,. as when the Lord frankly forgave the woman all 
her sins ; and " all " is used without distinction, as 
when Christ says, " I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto Me,"—not all men will be " drawn unto Me," 
but " all may be drawn to Me." So " all " the nations, 
does not mean " all " as indicating universality ; but 

ALL, WITHOUT DISTINCTION ; 

that is, all the nations which come against Jerusalem. 
When the Allied Powers conquered the Turk in 

Palestine, and took possession of Jerusalem, all the 
countries represented were affected. The nations 
acting came to conclusions, and their representatives 
were recognised, and their actions were confirmed. So, 
when our Lord judges the nations, all will recognise His 
administration, and own His sway. 

In Jer. xxv. we find a correspondence with Matt. 
xxv. In the former chapter we see Jehovah over-
ruling the nations by using one nation to punish 
another, till all the nations are affected ; but in Christ's 
rule, it will be a direct control of the nations under His 
own administration. 

III. WHEN ? 

When ? The time is when Christ manifests Himself 
as the Deliverer of the Jews. Christ declares : " When 
the Son of Man shall come in His glory . . . then shall 
He sit on the throne of His glory." That time will be 
when He comes with the Church, when He is glorified 
in His saints (see II. Thess. i.), and at the ushering in 
of the Millennium. " Behold, the day of the Lord 
cometh. . . . I will gather all nations against Jerusalem " 
(Zech. xiv. I). " Behold, in those days, and at that 
time," that is in the time of Jerusalem's deliverance, the 
Lord will " gather all nations " (Joel iii. 1-16). There 
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can be no mistake as to the time, for it is denoted as in 
the inception of 

" THE DAY OF THE LORD," 

" In that day," " at that time," " in those days," and 
in the " when " and " then " of Matt. xxv. 31. Then, 
broadly speaking, it is when Christ comes in His glory, 
and when He sits on " the throne of His glory." How 
all this brings before us the climaxing point of Christ's 
manifestation to the world, in power and great glory, as 
being the beginning of a new order of things. 

IV. WHERE ? 

Where will the judgment take place ? In " the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat." " Assemble yourselves and 
come, all ye nations, and gather yourselves together . . . 
come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat " ( Joel iii. 2, 9-17). 
This may not be in the limited space of what is known 
by the Valley of Jehoshaphat, but in its district. 
Fausett says : " As Jehoshaphat means the judgment 
of Jehovah, the Valley of Jehoshaphat is probably the 
general name for the scene of His judgment. Jeho-
shaphat's victory over the godless hordes that sought 
to dispossess Judah, typifies the last victory over the 
Anti-christian host that shall seek to dispossess Israel 
(Ezek.* xxxviii., xxxix.). That this will be in 

THE HOLY LAND, 

seems likely from Zechariah's definite statement about 
Olivet (xiv. 1-5) as the scene of Christ's return. . . . 
The word in Joel is emek,' which means a spacious 
valley, not a narrow ravine (for which the term is 

* The judgment mentioned in Joel and Zechariah seems to take place before 
the Millennium, and not during the Millennium, as Ezekiel xxxviii. and xxxix. 
suggest. 
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nachal '), such as the Valley of the Kedron." From 
the above we are warranted to believe the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat is the focus-point where the nations will 
gather, like the spokes of a wheel centreing in the hub, 
and yet, like the wheel, covering a larger place than the 
hub. 

V. WHY ? 

Why will Christ judge the nations ? The nations 
are judged because of the treatment of a third party, 
which Christ calls " My Brethren." It is a principle, 
which is illustrated again and again, that when any 
nation has oppressed God's covenanted people, Israel, 
He judges them. Egypt lashed the children of Israel 
with cruel oppression and bondage, and in turn was 
lashed by Jehovah with the ten plagues. Amalek 
fought against Israel and sought to hinder God's pur-
pose, and Amalek was cut off in extermination. The 
story of Babylon proclaims the same severe judgment 
of God. Jehovah used Babylon to punish Israel ; but 
when His purpose was served, then Babylon was told : 
" I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, 
saith Jehovah, 

FOR THEIR INIQUITY, 

and will make it perpetual desolations " (Jer. xxv. 12) ; 
and the same thing is pronounced against a host of 
other nations as specified in Jer. xxv. 17-26 ; and the 
reason of all this is found in what He proclaimed 
through Ezekiel to Edom—namely, " Thus saith the 
Lord God ; Because that Edom hath dealt against the 
house of Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly 
offended, and revenged himself upon them ; therefore, 
thus saith the Lord God, I will also stretch out Mine 
hand upon, Edom, and will cut off man and beast from 
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it, and I will make it desolate from Teman, and they 
of Dedan shall fall by the sword " (Ezek. xxv. 12,13). 

VI. WHAT ? 

What will the judgment be ? "_Everlasting punish-
ment " (Matt. xxv. 46). The word " kolasis," rendered 

punishment," means to cut off, that is, cut out of 
existence. One says : " Kolasis ' means the eternal 
effect of an act ; not eternal punishing, but an act 
which has an eternal result." That is, nations, as 
nations, will cease to exist. God deals with nations in 
time, but with individuals in eternity. 

NATIONS HAVE BEEN CUT OFF 

in the past. The command of Jehovah regarding 
Amalek was, the nation was to be " utterly destroyed " 
(1. Sam. xv. 1-3) ; of Ammon, the word was " The 
Ammonites shall not be remembered among the 
nations " (Ezek. xxv. 1o) ; of Moab, the prediction was, 
" Moab shall be destroyed from being a people " (Jer. 
xlviii. 42) ; of Edom the same, " I will cut off man and 
beast from it " (Ezek. xxv. 13) ; of Tyre the pro-
nouncement was, " Never shalt thou be any more " 
(Ezek. xxviii. iv) ; and of Babylon in the future, 
the Lord's prophecy through Jeremiah was, " 0 Lord, 
Thou hast spoken against this place, to cut it off, that 
none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that 
it shall be 

DESOLATE FOR EVER. 

And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading 
this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and cast 
it into the midst of Euphrates ; and thou shalt say, 
Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the 
evil that I will bring upon her " (Jer. li. 63, 64) ; and 
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in the Book of the Revelation we have a picture fulfil-
ment of rebuilt Babylon being annihilated, when we 
read : " A mighty angel took up a stone like a great 
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with 
violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, 
and shall be 

FOUND NO MORE AT ALL. 

And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, 
and trumpters, shall be heard no more in thee ; and 
no craftsman, of whatever craft he is, shall be found 
any more in thee ; and the sound of a millstone shall be 
heard no more in thee ; and the light of a candle shall 
shine no more at all in thee ; and the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at 
all in thee " (Rev. xviii. 20-23). Could anything be 
more explicit, definite, and conclusive than those six 
" no mores " ? Could extinction be more decisively 
expressed ? Lest there should be any further proof 
needed, we turn to Joel iii. 14 : " Multitudes, multi-
tudes in the valley of decision," and these words describe 
the gathering of the nations ; but the word " decision " 
does not convey the thought ; the sentence should 
read, " Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 

EXCISION." 

" Excision " means a cutting off, or a cutting out. 
The Hebrew word is used in describing the mining of 
gold, in separating the gold from the refuse (Prov. 
xvi. 16), and the word is also used in speaking of a 
sharp threshing instrument, which is used to separate 
the chaff from the corn (Isa. xli. 15). Under another 
figure Christ gives the same thought, when He speaks 
of a shepherd separating the sheep from the goats 
(Matt. xxv. 32). 
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The above unmistakably shows the judgment of 
the nations will be one of the things Christ will perform 
when He comes in His glory, and that the judgment 
will be annihilation of nations, as nations, in their being 
cut out of being. 

VII. WHO? 

Who are those represented by the " sheep " ? 
Those nations who have treated Israel with regard and 
help. These, with a restored Israel, will continue to 
enjoy national existence. There is a remarkable pro-
phecy in Isa. xix., in relation to Egypt and Assyria. 
In verses 23-25 we read : " In that day there shall be a 
highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 
shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, 
and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. In 
that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with 
Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land, whom 
the Lord of Hosts shall bless, saying, 

BLESSED BE EGYPT MY PEOPLE, 

and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel Mine 
inheritance." What a wonderful forecast of revelation, 
and food for thought, when we read Jehovah speaks of 
Egypt in a new relationship as " My people," and of 
His creative genius, when He declares Assyria to be 
the " work of My hands," and recognises still the 
children of Israel as " Mine inheritance." Can we not 
see in this wondrous declaration a beautiful corre-
spondence to what Christ will say to the gathered 
nations who are described as " sheep " : " Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world " (Matt. 
xxv. 34) ? 
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This, after all, is but what the Lord promised to 
Abram long ago, and promised more than once ; for 
He had said unto Abram : " Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will show thee ; and I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing ; 
and 

I WILL. BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 

and curse him that curseth thee ; and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed " (Gen. xii. 1-3). 
The same statement was reiterated through the lips of 
Balaam, and that unwillingly and in opposition to what 
Balak desired ; for he is made to say, " Blessed is he 
that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee " 
(Num. xxiv. i-io). 

What is the practical application of all this ? What 
are the two lessons we learn ? They are these : that. 
God punishes sin, and He rewards righteousness. The 
sound of our actions are taken up in the waves of the 
atmospheric spheres of God's records, and they come 
back to us through the wireless instruments of His 
procedure, and confront us, to our reward or consterna-
tion. In the light of these facts, what manner of 
persons ought we to be in all holy living and righteous-
ness of conduct, for the principles which actuate God 
in His dealings with the nations are the same in His 
dealings with individuals (ii. Peter iii. 10-18). 



CHAPTER XI. 

FATEFUL EVENTS COMING. 

SYLLABUS. 

Four Thoughts Summarised—I. The Rule of the 
Lamb—The Incorruptible Blood—Antichrist—War—
Famine—Death----The Souls Under the Altar—A Great 
Earthquake—The Greatest Prayer-meeting—The Seven 
Trumpets—The Seven Vials—The Seven Dooms—A 
Novelist's Declaration—II. Removal of the Saints—
The Man-child Caught Up—A World Full of Con-
sternation—Enoch and Elijah—III. Retribution of the 
Wicked—A Book of Vivid Contrasts. 

" Things which must shortly come to pass " (Rev. xxii. 6, 
R.V.). 

THE " things which must shortly come to pass " . are 
associated with the advent of our Lord. The Twentieth 
Century New Testament reads : " The Lord, the God 
that inspires the prophets, sent His angel to show His 
servants what must quickly take place, and He said, 
I will come quickly. Blessed will he be who lays to 
heart the words of the prophecy contained in this 
book." There are four definite thoughts summarised 
in these words. First, a revelation. The Book of the 
Revelation is a making known, an unveiling, of what 
the Lord is about to do. (See the use of the word 
" shew " in Rev. 1. I ; iv. I ; xvii. I , xxi. 9, 10 ; 
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xxii. I, 6, 8.) Second, a statement about specified 
" things," and about the Person Who said, " I come 
quickly." Third, a manner of operation. Some have 
thought Christ's " quickly " is slow in fulfilment, but 
the thought is not " quickly " from the time He made 
the statement, but the manner of His coming ; when 
He starts, He will be quick. There will be no delays on 
the way. Fourth, a blessing. " Blessed will he be 
who lays to heart the words of the prophecy of this 
book. 

As we have already stated, the " things " to which 
reference is made are all connected with the coming of 
Christ. We can only call attention to three of these 
things—namely, the rule of the Lamb ; the removal of 
the saints ; the retribution of the wicked. 

I.—THE RULE OF THE LAMB. 
Christ as the Lamb is mentioned thirty-two times in 

the New Testament—four times in the Gospels and 
Acts, and twenty-eight times in the Revelation. The 
word in the Revelation is peculiar, and mtans a little 
lamb, and evidently is referred to in contrast to the 
devil's wild beast. The Lamb is seen as newly slain,—
that is, in all the livingness of His death. The most 
living thing in God's universe is the incorruptible blood 
of Christ. The preciousness of His blood is found in 
its incorruptness and value. Hence, all men and nations 
will be judged by the way they treat the Christ of 
Calvary. The late Sir Stevenson Blackwood once said, 
" Every man's character is tested by the way he treats 
Jesus Christ." 

One of the first acts Christ performs as He takes His 
seat on the throne of His glory is to open the seven 
seals of His governmental rule. He acquires His right 
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to rule on His throne by the ransom He paid on Cal-
vary's cross. That rule is ushered in by fearful judg-
ments and the overthrow of His enemies, for He must 
defeat His foes before He can administrate His kingdom. 
A sevenfold sealed scroll is seen in the hands of the 
Lamb, and He successively opens each of the seals. 
When the first seal is opened, one of the living creatures 
of God's administration in righteousness 

UTTERS THE MANDATE, " COME !" 

and the white horse rider, who is the Antichrist, comes 
forth to deceive the people that he is the promised 
Messiah. The nations are caught with the glamour and 
gilt of his self-imposed authority, and all the more so 
because he goes " forth conquering and to conquer " 
(Rev. vi. I, 2, R.V.). He could have no power nor 
success but for the fact that God gives them to him, 
for they are said to be " given " to him. Men would not 
accept the Son of His love, Who came in His Father's 
name ; they will accept the self-constituted one who 
comes in his own name. 

When the second seal is broken, another of the 
cherubim utters his " come " of command (Rev. vi. 3, 4, 
R.V.). This time a red horse, and his rider comes 
forth, who represents the terrible ravages of war. This 
one, too, has " given " him the authority which he 
exercises, and he wields the " great sword " " given " 
to him, so that he takes " peace from the earth." When 
men will not have the peace of the cross, they must 
have the sword of judgment. If men will not have the 
Saviour in Whom the sword of Jehovah was sheathed 
for sin, then they must have the sword of judgment. 

The third seal is broken by the Lamb, and again the 
living creature gives his fiat of " Come " (Rev. vi. 5, 6, 
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R.V.), and the black horse and rider of famine comes 
forth, and a voice is heard allowing him to do certain 
things and prohibiting others. Famine is the 

INEVITABLE RESULT OF WAR. 

Here again we point the prophetic utterance. If men 
would but accept the Bread of Life, and allow Him to 
satisfy their hunger, the red and black horses of war and 
famine would never come. When we are right with 
heaven, earth serves us with its good things. 

The Lamb opens the fourth seal, and the living 
creature commands the fourth rider and his pale horse to 
" come " (Rev. vi. 6-8, R.V.), and he has power to kill 
a fourth of those on the earth. When men will not 
appreciate the sacred gift of life, but use it for their 
own ends, and act independently of God, as though 
they were going to live on as they like, then the holy 
trust of life is taken from them. 

When the fifth seal is undone, a different scene is 
given to us. A host of saints are seen as disembodied 
spirits " under the altar," who had sealed their testi-
mony with their blood, and these are represented in 
the attitude of prayer as they ask the question, " How 
long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ?" 
And they are told to " rest for a little season," till the 
time of tribulation has run its course, and the number 
who will seal their witness with their blood is complete. 
Meantime, " white robes " are " given " to them. 
What is the lesson for us here ? It is that 

GOD DOES NOT ALWAYS INTERVENE 

and prevent His children and servants from dying, but 
He does care for them in their unclothed state, and 
He will vindicate and avenge His own. 
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A great earthquake takes place when the sixth seal 
is undone, and is accompanied with great convulsions 
among the heavenly bodies, and so great is the con-
sternation caused among the inhabitants of the earth 
that rich and poor hide themselves in rocks and dens, 
and pray to the mountains to crush them, for they 
realise that the great day of the wrath of the Lamb is 
come, and they say, " Who shall be able to stand ?" 
The greatest prayer-meeting ever held will then take 
place, but there will be no answer of grace to their cry. 
When the Lamb entreated men, through His servants, 
His beseechings were disregarded. When men pray to 
Him in the time of His wrath, their plea will be 
unanswered. 

Yet more awful happenings will take place under the 
seventh seal, for under it the seven trumpets of fearful 
judgments are sounded. The first trumpet brings fire 
.from heaven, and a third part of the trees and vegeta-
tion is burnt up ; the second trumpet brings judgment 
upon the sea, and a third part of it becomes blood ; the 
third trumpet causes a third part of water to become 
wormwood, and many die ; 

THE FOURTH TRUMPET HERALDS 

the smiting of the sun, moon, and stars, so that light 
is diminished by a third ; the fifth angel sounds, and 
hell is let loose upon the earth, and causes the people 
to suffer untold agonies, so much so, that men will seek 
death and not be able to die ; a third part of the 
inhabitants of the earth are killed under the sixth 
trumpet, and the judgments cause the rest of men to 
go on in their ungodly ways ; then the last trumpet 
heralds the approaching reign of Christ and the judg-
ment of the dead. Following the seven trumpets the 
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seven vials of wrath are poured out. The first vial 
brings a noisome and grievous affliction upon the Beast-
worshippers ; the second is poured upon the sea, and 
every living thing in it dies ; the third vial causes rivers 
and fountains to become blood, and men have blood 
instead of water to drink ; the fourth vial causes men 
to be scorched with great heat, and men blaspheme the 
name of God ; the fifth vial causes the kingdom of the 
Beast to be in awful darkness, so that they gnaw their 
tongues for pain ; the sixth vial causes the River 
Euphrates to be dried up ; and the seventh vial causes 
the greatest earthquake the earth has ever felt, so that 
great cities fall, islands are removed, and 

MOUNTAINS ARE ANNIHILATED. 

The end is not yet, for following the seven vials are 
the seven dooms upon the harlot of Christendom, the 
corrupt city of Babylon, the Antichrist, the False 
Prophet, the Beast-dominated ten kings, the dragon of 
hell, and the enemies of the Lamb. 

All these are some of the things which the Lord will 
accomplish " quickly " when He begins to act in His 
strange work of judgment. It is absolutely essential 
that He should come and thus act before there can be a 
lasting peace. Before the recent war broke out a well-
known novelist, in speaking of the evil of the times 
and the cure for the ills of earth, said, " The whole 
country swarms with pernicious and filthy literature, 
which so-called reviewers praise ; the ministers of 
Christ's Gospel appeal in vain against the wickedness 
and corruption in high places, because they are grown 
so strong and are so well established by actual law that 
it will need a second coming of Christ to cleanse the 
foulness of the social hive. The second coming of 
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Christ ! When will that be ? God knows ! • I would 
that it were soon !" 

Marie Corelli has given us the key of the situation—
namely, the second coining of Christ. Everything that 
offends must be removed out of the way before He can 
reign in righteousness. As in the days of Noah, it 
needed the waters of judgment to cleanse the world 
before Noah could look out upon a renovated earth ; so 
Christ will have to send the fire of His wrath before He 
can reign over a new earth. 

II. REMOVAL OF THE SAINTS. 

Many are the promises which are found in the 
Revelation in association with Christ's return for His 
own, such as " Behold, I come quickly, and My 'reward 
is with Me to give to every man according as his work 
is." But the Spirit has given us a word-picture in 
chapter xii., where the Man-child is " caught up " unto 
God. The • Man-child primarily means Christ, for of 
Him alone can it be said, He shall " rule all nations 
with a rod of iron." The Man-child being " caught up " 
not only represents Christ personally, but Christ 
mystically—that is, all believers of His body ;* for we, 
too, are to be " caught up to meet the Lord." The 
word rendered " caught up " means to carry off by 
force, as when a wild beast carries off its prey, or as 
when one snatches something out of the hand of another ; 
hence, Christ uses the word when He says no one shall 
be able to " pluck His sheep out of His hand." So it 
will be seen that when we speak of 

THE SAINTS BEING REMOVED, 

• We do not say all who are in Christendom. There will be a great multitude 
who will be left behind, who only have a professed allegiance to Christ, and these 
will feel the blast and the brunt of The Great Tribulation. 
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they are carried away by the mighty power of God, and 
none can hinder His act nor hamper His doing. 

The world will wake up one of these days to find 
every saint removed out of it. My friend Dr. D. M. 
Stearns, of Philadelphia, recently sent me a little book, 
and in it is a chapter entitled " The Missing Ones," in 
which are represented some consternating results which 
will ensue when Christ removes His own. A man 
wakes up to find his godly wife and daughter gone. 
Their clothes were where they had left them on retiring 
to rest, and all the doors were securely locked. Then 
the man remembered his wife had told him things would 
be as he found them when Christ came for His own. 
Then the man went to his wife's sister, who was a 
church member, but worldly-minded, and found her, as 
she expressed it, " in a peck of trouble," for her coloured 
cook, who was a devoted Christian, had played her a 
mean trick, as she said, " She has gone off somewhere, 
without putting the kettle on the range, or saying a 
word to any of us. But what puzzled us most is, how 
she got out of the house for the doors are all locked, 
and the keys inside." The brother-in-law was invited 
to remain to breakfast, but 

AN APOLOGY WAS MADE 

for giving him coffee without milk, as the milkman had 
failed to put in an appearance. While they were at 
breakfast, the son of the man came in, and reported 
that his mother and sister could not be found, and that 
people everywhere were greatly perturbed because of 
missing ones that could not be found, and that many 
were weeping bitterly. All this recalled a conversation 
the man had the day before with a friend. His friend 
insisted that a vast majority of church members in 
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these days were but nominal Christians, " lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God," and that the love 
of the masses for religious things had reached a very 
low ebb, and that the' Scriptures clearly taught that 
when the elect number of Christ's Church were com-
pleted, Christ would come unexpectedly, as a' thief in 
the night, and call His saints to meet Him in the air. 

Then the man went to his business, and found some 
were missing there also, for his book-keeper and 
faithful old porter were not at their posts of duty. 
He had made an appointment with a worthy mechanic 
at a lawyer's office to sign a contract, but the man did 
not turn up. In fact, •there were so many missing ones 
that the business world was in a seething mass of con-
sternation and fear. 

Some might think the representation given is an 
exaggeration, but let us remember there has been some-
thing like this in the 

PAST HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 

When wickedness had increased to such an extent that 
it called for the judgment of the flood, there was a 
man taken away before it came. Of him we read, 
" Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took 
him." We are not left in any doubt as to the meaning 
of these words, for the New Tekament comment is, 
" By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see 
death, and was not found, because God had translated 
him, for before his translation he had this testimony, 
that he pleased God." Here are four definite statements 
—namely, first that " he pleased God" ; second, he was 
translated by God ; third, that the translation meant he 
should not see death ; and fourth, he was " not found," 
for the reason " God took him." The people of Enoch's 
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day evidently doubted about the translation of Enoch, 
for a search was instituted, as is implied in his not being 
found. We have, too, another translation in the case 
of Elijah, who was carried to heaven by a whirlwind, 
in a chariot of fire. Again there was a search made for 
this man of God. No less than fifty men searched for 
him for three days, but the result of their search is 
significantly summed up in the words, " But found him 
not." Further, a great impression was created in the 
community and country ; for when Elisha was goihg 
from Jericho to Bethel, a number of young men (not 
" little children,': as in the A.V., but young men. The 
same Hebrew word is applied to Isaac when he was 
twenty-eight years of age, and to Joseph and Rehoboam 
when they were thirty-nine and forty) taunted him by 
saying, " Go up thou bald head ; go up, thou bald head !" 
Saying in so many words, " Let us see you ascend as 
your master, Elijah, did ; let us have another transla-
tion." They did not see the translation ; for the Lord 
took Elijah secretly away, as He had done Enoch pre-
viously. As they were missed and " not found " by 
the world of their day, so neither will the world find the 
saints when the Lord removes them. They will be 
missed. The salt will be removed, and then corrupting 
wickedness, headed up into the man of sin, will have its 
unhindered sway and way. No wonder the after-time 
of tribulation will be unparalleled in history, and unpre-
cedented in awfulness and judgment. 

III.—RETRIBUTION OF THE WICKED. 
All through the Book of the Revelation we see the 

Lord acting in righteousness against His enemies. The 
lurid light of His judgments is the more pronounced 
because of the holy light of His grace. The book is 
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essentially a book of contrasts. Over against the 
Church in its 

UNBLEMISHED AND UNSURPASSED GLORY, 

we have the false woman of harlotry, with her gaudy 
glitter, and the doom which she meets at the hands of 
her licentious paramours, who, having satiated their 
lusts upon her, turn upon and strip her of her costly 
apparel, and burn her with malignant hate and fire, 
" for God hath put this in their hearts to fulfil His will." 

The Antichrist, as represented in the first Beast, 
which rises from the dead by the power of Satan, is 
seen in vivid contrast to God's Christ. There is "given" 
to the former, by God's permission, " power " to 
continue for a time (Rev. xiii. 1-9), but by-and-bye he 
essays to " make war " against the Lord Jesus, and in 
Him he finds more than his match ; for the Captain of 
the Lord's host takes him and casts him alive (without 
dying), and ignominiously, into the lake of fire (Rev. 
,xix. 19, 2o). 

The next to meet his doom is " the false prophet." 
Like the first Beast, he is a parody of the true. Satan 
mimics God all through ; hence the false prophet is 
anti-Holy Spirit of the Spirit of Truth. As the latter 
ever testifies to Christ, so the former gives all his power 
to his companion in sin, and causes men to worship the 
Antichrist. Like the first Beast, the second Beast meets 
a similar doom to him (Rev. xiii. 11-18 ; xix. 2o). 
None can stand before the grip of the shattering hand 
of Calvary. The dented hand of the Man of Sorrows 
is more powerful than the defiant hands of the men of 
Satan, as they find to their dismay and hurt. 
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As the Lamb has His twelve apostles, so Satan has 
his ten emissaries, as represented in the ten horns of 
the Beast. These give their power to 

THE LAST WORLD-EMPEROR, 

and are dominated by him ; but, like their leader, they 
too, feel the " sword of Him " that sitteth on the white 
horse, and are subject to His might and judgment, of 
Him Who treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness of 
the wrath of Almighty God (Rev. xix. 15, 21). 

The master mind, the dominating power over all, 
Satan, the god of this world, the arch-deceiver, and the 
malignant accuser, feels the hand of judgment at last. 
The time to which his demons referred when they said 
to Christ, " Art Thou come to torment us before the 
time ?" has come at last. It is not without significance 
that that question of the Satanic host is found in 
Matthew's Gospel, the Gospel of the Kingdom ; for 
when Christ comes in regal splendour and royal retinue, 
He comes to set up His kingdom on the earth ; Satan 
is made to feel the hand of His might and the awfulness 
of His judgment. 

All the wicked, too, with those who have not obeyed 
the Gospel, will be punished with everlasting destruc-
tion from the presence of His glory. Dear friend, will 
you not yield to the Christ of Calvary, by taking Him 
as your Saviour ? for, remember, if you do not, you 
must meet Him as your Judge ! 



CHAPTER XII. 

ATTITUDE OF THE . BELIEVER 
re' THE LORD'S RETURN. 

SYLLABUS. 

Fourteen Weighty Words re Christ's Return—I. 
Veracity of Truth—Contract and Concentration—II. 
Capacity of Love—Love a Consecrating Grace—III. 
Pertinacity of Hope—Peculiar Significance of " Ana-
meno "—The Two Waiting Saints—IV. Sagacity of 
Outlook—" Looking For " : " Prosdechomai "—V. 
Feracity of Grace—Coming Behind in Grace—VI. 
Tenacity of Purpose—Three " Hold Fasts " and their 
Meaning—WI. Vivacity of Faithfulness—Trading till 
He Comes. 

WE are often told that those who " hold the truth of 
the Lord's coming are visionary in outlook, speculative 
in testimony, wanting in exegesis, misreaders of history, 
and unpractical in life." Those who make these asser-
tions are often ignorant of the Scriptures, often misled 
by some who profess to believe in the Lord's return by 
unwarranted statements, often are worldly in heart 
and life, and sometimes prejudiced by self-conclusions. 
The only way to settle differences is to recognise the 
Lord's statements in His Word. Unless we are willing 
to bow before this common court of appeal, there can 
never be any possibility of any common agreement. 
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WEIGHTY WORDS OF DIRECTION. 

The practicality of the truth of the Lord's return is 
variously given in the sacred Word. The following are 
a few of the Lord's commands as to what we should 
be and do. 

I. " TAKE HEED " to His Prophetic Word, heartily 
(ii. Pet. i. 19). 

2. " LOVE " His appearing supremely (II. Tim. 
iv. 8). 

3. " WAIT " for Him longingly (1. Thess. i. io). 
4. " LOOK " for Him expectantly (Titus ii. 13). 

5. " HOLD FAST " for Him tenaciously (Rev. ii. 25). 
6. " OCCUPY " for Him earnestly (Luke xix. 13). 
7. " PURIFY " for Him correspondently (1. John 

iii. 3). 

8. " ABIDE IN HIM " obediently (I. John ii. 28). 

9. " WATCH " for Him faithfully (Luke xii. 35-40). 

1o. " CONFESS " Him continually (Heb..x. 23, R.V.). 
11. " BE PATIENT " for Him enduringly (Jas. v. 7, 8). 
12. " COME UP " to Him consecratingly (1. Cor. 

1. 7,8). 

13. " PRAY " for Him devotedly (Rev. xxii. 20). 

14. " REMEMBER " Him gratefully (1. Cor. xi. 26). 

Let us look at seven of the exhorative words. 

I.—VERACITY OF TRUTH—" TAKE HEED." 

Truth alone can make us true. We are often 
exhorted to " Take Heed " to God's holy things. One 
of the most important of the " Take heeds " of Holy 
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Writ is, " Take heed to the Sure Word of Prophecy " 
(ii. Peter i. 19). The Spirit urges us to pay exclusive 
attention to the Word. 

Two things are suggested—namely, A Contrast, and 
Concentration. 

CONTRAST. We are not all privileged to have a 
vision, but we are all honoured in having the Word, 
and it is to this we are to " Take heed." Peter refers 
to the " power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
an outline of which was seen in His transfiguration ; 
but he contrasts that scene which was partial and local 
with something which is universal and extensive. He 
does not minimise the importance of the transfigura-
tion, of which he was an " eye-witness " ; but he says 
we have something beyond—namely : " And we have 
the Word of Prophecy* more sure, whereunto ye do 
well to take heed " (ii. Peter i. 19, R.V.). 

CONCENTRATION. " Take heed " means to take 
near to one's self, to give attention with heart intent-
ness. The word is rendered " Had regard " in Acts 
viii. II, in speaking of the people in Samaria who were 
bewitched with the sorceries of Simon Magus. There 
is a holy witchery in the Word of God, which fascinates 
us with its worth and wonder. The word " Take heed " 
is translated " Attended to " in Acts xvi. 14, where we 
are told Lydia " attended unto the things spoken by 
Paul." Her opened heart of faith caused the mind of 
her attention to be absorbed in the things declared by 
God's servant. To give yet one more instance of the 
meaning of " Take heed." It is given " Beware," in 
Matt. vii. 15, where we are warned against false pro- 

* The word "made" in the R.V. is in italics, and should be omitted, for it is 
no part of the original text. 
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phets. Give them attention by refuting their error, 
and avoiding their company. 

From this it will be apprehended we are to be 
absorbed with " the Sure Word of Prophecy." Give 
attention to it, because of Him Who is the Author of it—
the Holy Spirit ; take heed to it, because it is prophecy 
—the foretelling of things to come ; concentrate upon 
it, because it is " sure," and therefore reliable ; . and 
because it is a light that shines in a dark place. And to 
give it attention in our heart ; that is, in the will of 
our purpose, in the mind of our thought, and in the 
heart of our affection. And, further, to do this until 
the day-star arises, and the day-dawn of our Lord's 
return to glory. 

II.—CAPACITY OF LOVE. 
Heart is more than art. Paul had a heart of love, 

for the Lord's appearing (Ii. Tim. iv. 7, 8). 
The future of the manifestation of the Lord's glory 

was ever the pole-star that guided the barque of the 
Apostle's being over the voyage of the sea of life. 
Earth's attractions had no attraction in the light of that 
attraction for him. Paul did not say he loved that 
" appearing " in so many words, but his whole life and 
labour proclaimed it ; hence, the reason why he had 
fought a good fight and proved victorious, the cause of 
his having reached the goal of a successful race, and the 
reason why he had faithfully kept the trust of the faith 
committed to his care. Therefore he knew the Lord 
would give him no mere diadem of a crown of earthly 
glory, but that He would give him the crown bestowed 
upon the overcomer ; and the Apostle says, such a 
crown will the Lord give to all that " love His appear- 
ing. 'I 
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There are three great outstanding words which are 
identified with our Lord's return, and these are : 
" Parousia," or personal presence ; " Apokalupsis," or 
unveiling ; and " Epiphaneia," or manifestation. The 
first is identified with Christ's personal presence when 
He returns (1. Thess. iv. 14, 17) ; the second speaks of 
the visibility of the Lord's coming (II. Thess. i. 7) ; and 
the third proclaims the brightness, or the flashing forth 
of His glory (ii. Thess. ii. 8). The third is the word 
employed by the Apostle when he writes about loving 
Christ's " appearing." Why this word and not the 
others ? Because the " appearing " is identified with 
Christ's coming with His saints ; hence, it is always 
associated with whole-hearted consecration and faithful 
service. To take but one simple statement, where we 
are urged to be " unblameable in holiness before God, 
even the Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all His saints " (I. Thess. iii. 13). By the place we 
shall occupy in the manifest glory of Christ, it will be 
seen how faithful we have been to Christ. 

What is it to love His appearing ? The word 
" Agapao " gives us the clue what to love His appear- 
ing signifies. It is the highest word for love, and means 
a pure, sympathetic, consecrated love, which expresses 
itself in disinterestedness and whole hearted devotion 
towards the object of its affection. A love in which 
self is excluded, as in Jonathan's love for David. A 
love like Mephibosheth's love for David, which was not 
concerned about earthly possessions so long as he had 
the king. A love which gives its best, its all, like 
Abraham, when he laid his beloved Isaac on the altar. 
A love which spends its best and thinks not of cost, 
like Mary, when she poured the box of costly and 
precious nard over Christ's holy Person. A love which 
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is regardless of life itself, like that of David's three 
mighty men, who thought not of the risk they ran in 
getting a drink for their loved monarch from the well 
in Bethlehem. Yea, a loire which gives itself out to 
the worst that the best might be bestowed, like Christ 
Himself, Who " gave Himself up " for sinners, who had 
given themselves up to sin (Gal. ii. 20, R.V.). 

What a test this is ! Do we love His appearing 
after this fashion ? Are we ardently wanting Him, like 
the bride who looks for the coming of her beloved ? 
What do our hearts say ? What do our lives reveal ? 
What do our minds think ? What does the spirit of 
the inner life testify ? What do our bodies declare ? 
What does our service unfold ? 

III.—PERTINACITY OF HOPE. 

Hope has a tenaciousness which keeps on against all 
odds, and will not give up, hence, it waits for " His Son 
from heaven " (1. Thess. i. io). 

There are several words translated " Wait," but the 
one in the above Scripture is peculiar for two seasons. 
First, it only occurs once in the New Testament, and 
therefore it is a focus-point, demanding concentrated 
attention ; and, second, the word is important because 
of the soul of its meaning. The word is a compound 
one. " Anameno " signifies a state of intense expec-
tancy, and to remain firm. " Ana," as a prefix, suggests 
intensity, and " meno " means to abide. Therefore, to 
" wait for " the Son means to remain in an intense state 
of expectancy. The One for Whom we are waiting is 
the one predominating , thought in the sentence, as 
Eadie comments : " ' To wait for His Son from heaven,' 
implies He is in heaven, and that He is coming from it , 
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He, in the fulness of humanity, has gone up to plead, 
to reign, to sympathise, to prepare a place, and He will 
return, according to His promise, to complete His work, 
to raise His people, to invest them with spiritual bodies, 
and to confer on them the crown and totality of redemp-
tion. This distinctive grace of hope is based on faith. 
There must be faith in Him as Saviour ere there can be 
the quiet and patient expectation of His advent." 

A servant of Christ once entered an ancient alms-
house, of which an aged couple were the inmates. 
Beside a little round table, opposite the fire, sat the 
husband, too paralysed to move, and with his hat on 
his head to keep off the gusts of wind which sifted 
through the chinky dwelling. His wooden shoe pat-
tered on the floor unceasingly, keeping time to the 
tremor of his shaking frame. As he was deaf, his 
visitor shouted into his ear, " Well, what are you 
doing ?" " Waiting, sir." " For what ?" " For the 
appearing of my Lord." " And what makes you wait 
for His appearing ?" " Because I expect great things 
then. He has promised a crown of righteousness to all 
them that love His appearing." The attitude of that 
waiting saint should be ours. His old age made him 
wait in his infirmity ; Are can be waiting in our activity. 

IV.—SAGACITY OF OUTLOOK. 

Sagacity signifies discrimination, acuteness, far-
seeing. We are exhorted to be " Looking for the 
Blessed Hope and the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ " (Titus ii. 13, R.V.) ; 
or, as Rotherham renders : " Prepared to welcome the 
Happy Hope and the forth-shining of the glory of our 
great God and Saviour Christ Jesus." 
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The word rendered " Looking for " signifies to wait 
for anything, and then to receive it to one's self. It is 
used of Simeon, who was " looking for the Consolation 
of Israel," and who " received " the Infant Jesus " into 
his arms " (Luke ii. 25, 28, R.V.) ; and also the word 
is found in connection with Christ, of Whom it is said, 
" This Man receiveth sinners " (Luke xv. 2) ; that is, 
He was looking for them. It may be that led Christ to 
give the parable of the shepherd looking for the lost 
sheep, and the woman looking for the lost piece of 
silver, and the father receiving the prodigal to his heart, 
home, and hearth. 

" Prosdechomai " is a compound word. " Pros " 
signifies towards, one object bending towards another, 
as going forth " unto " (" pros ") Christ without the 
camp (Heb. xiii. 13). " Dechomai " is frequently 
rendered " receive," as when Stephen prayed to the 
Lord to " receive " his spirit (Acts vii. 59), and the 
word is also given " Take," when we are told to " Take 
the helmet of salvation " (Eph. vi. iv). Therefore 
" Prosdechomai " means to be looking right on until 
one receives the object looked for. What endurance 
and expectancy are indicated. No faltering, and no 
disappointment. 

Christ is revealed as " The Blessed Hope " in His 
coming for His saints, and He is also proclaimed in the 
shining forth of His glory when He comes with them. 
" The Blessed Hope " has no association with the world, 
for it is " without hope " ; but the appearing of the 
glory is when the " epiphaneia," or flashing forth of 
His splendour, is manifested, when we shall " appear 
with Him in glory," and when He will be " admired in 
His saints " (Col. iii. 4 ; II. Thess. 	io). 
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V.—FERACITY OF GRACE. 
Feracity means to be fertile, fruitful, prolific, preg-

nant, and teeming. We are exhorted to " come behind 
in no gift or grace, waiting for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ " 	Cor. i. 7). 

There is a grave possibility suggested in coming 
behind in knowing the full grace of God. The word 
" come behind " means to fail, and thus to " come 
short." The expression is used to describe the prodigal 
who was " in want " (Luke xv. 14), the young ruler who 
was lacking (Mark x. 21), those who might " suffer 
need " (Phil. iv. 12), those who might " fail " of the 
grace of God (Heb. xii. 15), and Israel, who " came 
short " of God's purpose to bring them into the 
Promised Land (Heb. iv. 1). It may be said, Paul 
writes about " gift," and not grace but the word 
" charisma," rendered " gift," means grace, as Godet 
comments, " It denotes every concrete product in which 
grace is embodied." 

We have in the above exhortation another illustra-
tion of the rule, where faithfulness and devotion are 
before us in the use of :t,he word " Coming," which is 
not the usual one for the_, presence of our Lord, but His 
" Apokalupsis," that is; His " Revelation " (R.V.), or 
His unveiling. This will not only be a revelation of 
Himself, but an unveiling of ourselves too, for it will 
be seen how faithful we have been to Him. 

VI.—TENACITY OF PURPOSE. • 
Tenacity signifies fixedness of purpose, a grip which 

holds on, and is retentive in its pursuit. There are 
three principal words rendered " Hold fast " which are 
found in. association with our Lord's return. In 
I. Thess. v. 23, the whole spirit and soul and body is to 
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be " preserved " blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord. " Preserved " is rendered " Hold fast " (Rev. 
iii. 3), and means to watch over, to keep sacred, and to 
reserve exclusively. (See I. Cor. vii. 37, and I. Peter 
i. 4, where the word is given " Keep " and " Reserved.") 

In Heb. x. 23 we are exhorted to " Hold fast " the 
confession of our hope (R.V.). Here the word means 
to " Hold down," and signifies to hold continually, and 
with the added thought of gripping anything firmly ; 
hence, it is used of an inheritance which is seized (Matt. 
xxi. 38), of a person " retained " (Phil. 13), and making 
towards a given destination as a ship making towards 
a shore (Acts xxvii. 4o). 

In Rev. ii. 25, Christ urges us to " Hold fast till I 
come." This holding fast signifies to have dominion 
over anything ; hence, to master and keep in one's 
power. Again and again the word is rendered " Hold 
fast " and " Took," to describe the action of -Christ 
being taken and held by His enemies (Matt. xxvi. 4, 48, 
50, 57) • 

Three things are implied in this holding fast. First, 
we have something to hold to, namely, the Lord and 
His Word. The writer once saw written in a student's 
Bible in the Moody Institute the words, " Holding on," 
and the one who saw it wrote underneath, " Held on." 
To hold well we must be held well. 

Second, it is not enough to take. We need what is 
said in the marriage service—!` To have and to hold." 
Thomas Brooks, the Puritan, says : " No grace, not 
even the most sparkling and shining, can bring us to 
heaven without perseverance and humility ; not faith, 
if it be faint and frail ; nor love, if it decline and wax 
cold ; not obedience, not repentance, not patience ; no, 
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nor any grace, except they have their perfect work. It - 
is not enough to begin well unless we end well." 

Third, to be well all the time, we need to hold the 
Lord and His Word with the tenacity of faith, with the 
ardency of love, with the fibre of zeal, with the glow of 
consecration, with the prayer of faith, with the con-
tinuance of patience, and with the heart of faithfulness. 
If we grip the Lord as Eleazar gripped his sword, till his 
hand clave to it (ii. Sam. xxiii. 9, io), we, like him, shall 
be victorious over our enemies. 

VII.—VIVACITY OF FAITHFULNESS. 

To be sprightly and energetic in our service indicates 
vivacity. Our Lord's command is, " Occupy " or 
" Trade " or " Do business till I come " (Luke xix. 13). 
We are called to do business for the Lord, and. to trade 
with the Word of Reconciliation, which He has com-
mitted to our care (ii. Cor. v. 19). He bids us put soul 
into the service of His employment, then we shall have 
souls for our service, and. a reward for our labour when 
He returns. 

If we have this sevenfold attitude of soul, we shall 
be an aroma of praise to our Lord, bring joy to our own 
hearts, as well as being a benediction to others. 



COMING 

" At even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in 
the morning. What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch " 
(Mark xiii. 35,37). 

" IT may be in the evening, 
When the work of the day is done, 

And you have time to sit in the twilight 
And watch the sinking sun, 

While, the long bright day dies slowly 
Over the sea, 

And the hour grows quiet and holy 
With thoughts of Me ; 

While you hear the village children 
Passing along the street, 

Among those thronging footsteps 
May come the sound of My feet : 

Therefore I tell you, Watch 
By the light of the evening star, 

When the room is growing dusky 
As the clouds afar ; 

Let the door be on the latch 
In your home, 

For it may be through the gloaming 
I will come. 

" It may be when the midnight 
Is heavy upon the land, 

And the black waves lying dumbly 
Along thc sand ; 

When the moonless nights draw close, 
And thc lights are out in the house ; 
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When the fire burns low and red, 
And the watch is ticking loudly 

Beside the bed ; 
Though you sleep, tired out, on your couch, 
Still your heart must wake and watch 

In the dark room, 
For it may be that at midnight 

I will come. 

" It may be at the cock-crow, 
When the night is dying slowly 

In the sky, 
And the sea looks calm and holy, 
Waiting for the dawn of the golden sun, 

Which draweth nigh ; 
When the mists are on the valleys, shading 

The rivers chill, 
And My morning star is fading, fading 

Over the hill : 
Behold, I say unto you, Watch, 
Let the door be on the latch 

In your home : 
In the chill before the dawning, 
Between the night and the morning, 

I may come. 	 • 

" It may be in the morning, 
When the sun is bright and strong, 

And the dew is glittering sharply 
Over the little lawn ; 

When the waves are laughing loudly 
Along the shore, 

And the little birds are singing sweetly 
About the door : 

With the long day's work before you, 
You rise up with the sun, 

And the neighbours come in to talk a little 
Of all that must be done ; 
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But remember that I may be the next 
To come in at the door, 

To call you from all your busy work 
For evermore. 

As you work your heart must watch, 
For the door is on the latch 

In your room, 
And it may be in the morning 

I will come." 

So He passed down my cottage garden, 
By the path that leads to the sea, 

Till He came to the turn of the little road 
Where the birch and laburnum tree 

Lean over and arch the way ; 
There I saw Him a moment stay, 

And turn once more to me, 
As I wept at the cottage door, 

And lift up His hands in blessing— 
Then I saw His face no more. 

And I stood still in the doorway, 
Leaning against the wall, . 

Not heeding the fair white roses, 
Though I crushed them and let them fall ; 

Only looking down the pathway, 
And looking towards the sea, 

And wondering, and wondering 
When He would come back for me,— 

Till I was aware of an Angel 
Who was going swiftly by, 

With the gladness. of one who goeth 
In the light of God Most High. 

He passed the end of the cottage 
Towards the garden gate, 

(I suppose he was come down, 
At the setting of the sun, 
To comfort someone in the village 

Whose dwelling was desolate), 
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And he passed before the door 
Beside my place, 

And the likeness of a smile 
Was on his face. 

" Weep not," he said, " for unto you is given 
To watch for the coming of His feet 

Who is the Glory of our blessed heaven ; 
The work and watching will be very sweet 
Even in an earthly home, 

And in such an hour as you think not 
He will come." 

So I am watching quietly 
Every day : 

Whenever the sun shines brightly 
I rise and say, 

" Surely it is the shining of His face !" 
And look into the gates of His high place, 

Beyond the sea, 
For I know He is coming shortly 

To summon me. 
And when a shadow falls across the window 

Of my room, 
Where I am working my appointed task, 
I lift my head to watch the door and ask 

If He is come ; 
And the Angel answers sweetly 

In my home,— 
" Only a few more shadows, 

And He will come." 
B. M. 
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