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FOREWORD. 

These papers are based on addresses given at 
various times, especially in view of the preservation, 
encouragement, and edification of the young in the 
faith. 

They are republished with the earnest desire that 
the simple truths may be increasingly effective in 
transforming many lives for the glory of God and 
the exaltation of Christ. 
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WHAT IS THY REQUEST? 

A QUESTION FOR YOUTH. 

(i KINGS HI . 3-15 ; 2 KINGS I I . 9, 10; JUDG. I. 12-15; 

L U K E VIII. 38, 39.) 

ONE of the most important considerations in life 
is to have right desires which find expression in 
definite requests made known to God. The 
scriptures referred to give four instances of 
specific requests which arose from true desires 
of heart. We are all naturally governed through 
life by our desires. Before we take any course 
we have a desire that prompts us to take it. 
For instance, in business life, when a person 
chooses a certain occupation and pursues that 
line of action for a livelihood, he is governed 
by his desire to be found in an occupation 
congenial to him. So in the christian path we 
are very largely governed by the desires of our 
hearts. 

It is a matter of very serious importance, very 
especially to those of us who are just starting 
on that journey, to search our hearts in the 
presence of God; to allow our desires to come 
under the search-light of the Holy Spirit and 
the word of God, that we may discover what 
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desires are prompting us in our life here. You 
find in the world that men have their personal 
inclinations and desires, and pursue them. A 
man who is seeking to be wealthy will pursue 
that desire until he reaches his ambition. One 
who desires fame will take a line of action in 
order to gratify it. In the main people get 
very much what they want, and men generally 
have a great deal of liberty in their choice. In 
spiritual things there is a certain line of action 
that would be pleasurable to God, and God 
creates in the hearts of those who love Him 
desires after Himself. He would then add the 
ability to carry these into effect, so that our lives 
should not be failures, but that they might 
prove to be a great success. 

I speak advisedly and sympathetically to our 
young friends. I trust you look out on life with 
sobriety. Young men are exhorted to be sober-
minded, and it is most encouraging to find sober-
minded young men and women giving heed to 
the word of God. One would be encouraged to 
lay before you how your life should prove to 
be a great success. We do not want to be like 
the miserable failures that we see on every side. 
We do not want life, when it is over, to yield 
one great regret. As it is the only life we shall 
ever have down here, and the only few years 
that will ever be ours to spend in the peculiar 
circumstances that belong to the present mo
ment, we want to be marked by success. God 
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said to Joshua, " Then shalt thou have good 
success." 

It is in the mind of God that the young people 
should be inspired with great desire. Now 
your success in life will depend on whether or 
not your desires are pleasing to the Lord, so 
that it behoves us to consider what our desires 
really are. The scriptures we read are con
cerning people who were governed by right 
desires, and God blessed them and made their 
lives a success. 

The first was Solomon. There came a moment 
in Solomon's life when God said to him, " Ask 
what I shall give thee." Now would you be 
prepared for God to ask you that question 
to-day ? Are you prepared seriously to consider 
what answer you can give to God ? For Solomon 
here represents the position of many who are 
entering upon life with all its possibilities. 
There is much that you can ask. There are 
many things that the natural mind would go 
after, and that the natural heart would seek, 
and say, " If only I had it I should be happy." 
First of all it would be well to face the fact 
that we often deceive ourselves in that regard. 
Things that we think would make us happy 
do not yield what we anticipated of them. 
But we may be inclined to say, " Well, there are 
certain things for which I should wish to ask." 

It is as though you are given a blank cheque, 
and asked to fill it up for any sum you choose. 
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Now this is testing to all of us, and it is par
ticularly serious and searching for those that 
have never attempted it. Will you face it ? 
It comes to this : What do I really want ? 
What is my heart set upon ? What is the great 
outstanding ambition of my life ? You may 
have deceived everybody hitherto ; you may 
even have deceived yourself. 

We witness a terrible spiritual shipwreck 
when a man makes a profession and then 
turns aside, bringing dishonour to the Lord and 
sorrow to his brethren. When this is investi
gated it is often discovered that under the surface 
secret desires have been working which were 
not pleasing to God, and disaster is the con
sequence. Years ago the same person would 
have said, " That is not what I am after," but 
through the deceitfulness of the heart the 
desire has arisen which has caused the ship
wreck. We should judge those desires that are 
not pleasing to God, and lay the longings of 
our hearts before God, waiting upon Him for 
His approval. 

Solomon was a wise young man in this, that 
he was wise enough to know his own weakness. 
He was marked peculiarly with the features of 
wisdom, for he learned that he was but a little 
child, and knew not how to go out or come in. 
When a man says, " I shall be all r ight ; I 
know right from wrong, and I mean to go 
straight," we tremble for him, for " he that 
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trusteth in his own heart is a fool." But when 
a young man says, " I know there are many 
problems and snares; the world is powerful 
and attractive, and the flesh is strong, but 
I know the Lord, and I am going to trust Him," 
there is great hope for that man. Solomon 
though young was such an one, for he loved 
the Lord. 

I wonder whether we could put that mark 
upon every one here : " He loves the Lord." I 
do not ask you how much you know, or how many 
truths you are familiar with. Could it be said 
you love the Lord ? That is where we begin, 
and from that moment God would apply the 
test, for He tests us in grace. What will your 
answer be ? We can see that God has blessed 
you, brought you under the influence of His 
word and in touch with His beloved people 
who love Him, and He would open out before 
you the possibilities of life. He will gratify the 
desire of your heart, provided that desire is 
pleasing to Him. Solomon's answer was 
delightfully encouraging. He asked for 

AN UNDERSTANDING HEART. 

I would beg you to let your request be for an 
understanding heart, a heart held by divine 
power. " Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life." 
Solomon himself wrote that by the Spirit. 
Everything depends for us where our heart is. 
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" Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also." Where is your heart, and what do 
you want ? Is it an understanding heart ? It 
means that the whole of the course of our life 
is to be governed by our love to God ; that 
the one thing worth living for is that God 
should have control of our affections. 

Many have a secret feeling that if they were 
definitely to commit themselves and follow the 
Lord, they are going to have a very uninteresting 
and unintelligent time—a ceaseless round of 
meetings, and that is all. That is exactly the 
way the enemy would present it to you. What 
you will find in actual experience, as some of 
us have proved, is that a christian life is exactly 
the converse of that. A believer has the ad
vantage over an unbeliever in every way. 

Take, for instance, the question of intelli
gence. The simplest child of God, under the 
control of the Holy Spirit of God, has a wider 
range of intelligence than the greatest states
man, or the most intelligent professor that the 
earth knows, because they have only a horizon 
bounded by the passions of men, limited by 
death. The great mind of the scientist is 
limited to human observation and human 
reasoning, and when a man dies, his thoughts 
come to nothing. Death is the horizon that 
bounds it all, whereas the feeble believer has 
his eyes open to a great unseen world, for 
" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
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entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit." The human outlook is entirely bounded 
by time and sense—a man's five senses. His 
human intelligence is the boundary of his 
outlook. 

By the Holy Spirit the Christian has brought 
home to him a divine unfolding which will 
appeal to his intelligent being in a way that 
science could never explore, or that states
manship could never conceive, for all the 
greatness and glory of man could never enter 
upon that. Is there anything that can have 
such abiding results as the work of God ? 
And we can have part in the work of God. So 
that whichever way it is, a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ who is ready to put himself at 
the disposal of God, has before him a life with 
greater possibilities than any one else on earth. 

Now God says, " I will give it." That desire 
pleased the Lord. It would be a glorious result 
if each one was prepared to put himself or 
herself before God and say, " That is exactly 
what my desire is ; to know Thee, and Thy 
beloved Son, to know Thy beloved people, and 
Thy interests, to know the service of God, and 
to have an understanding heart." If that is so, 
the speech would please the Lord, and He will 
give you " exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think." 
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Solomon received more than he asked— 
wealth, honour, and long life. I believe God 
adds those, which are not exactly material 
wealth, not necessarily honour among men, 
nor length of days as men would account i t ; 
but He adds those three things spiritually to 
every one whose desires please Him. He gives 
spiritual wealth, spiritual honour among His 
people—the joy of sitting down as one of the 
sons at the King's table. Then He gives length 
of days in resurrection—a life which has no 
limitations. 

What are you set for ? As you watch men and 
women you find what they are set for. They 
are set after certain things, devote themselves 
to them, and are successful in reaching what 
they go in for. We long to see young men and 
women with their faces set towards God and 
His interests, going in for them with affection, 
spiritual energy and desires, and seeing them 
prosper. It is delightful to see spiritual pros
perity marking a young believer. Why not, 
with all the wealth of heaven at their disposal ? 
What is the hindrance ? God is greater than 
the enemies. There is no reason why we should 
not be marked with spiritual wealth, prosperity 
and good success, except on our side. 

Now we will consider the second desire, and 
that was Elisha's, which came in response to 
Elijah's suggestion, " Ask what I shall do for 
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thee." It is a beloved master speaking to his 
devoted servant. He wanted to mark his 
departure by some significant act, so that 
Elisha should be able ever to remember the 
occasion of the translation of his master. 
Elisha was a young man of keen spiritual in
stincts, a man of very fine parts. He had 
thrown his whole life away, as the world would 
say, to follow Elijah the prophet. He was heir 
to a large estate when Elijah the man of God 
crossed his path and threw his mantle upon 
him. It was a call to service, and Elisha re
sponded at once. For years he was prepared 
to do the menial part of pouring water upon the 
hands of Elijah. He performed the part of a 
slave. He was " faithful in that which was 
least," and then came the moment of his pro
motion. God will give you promotion if you 
are ready to serve Him for love's sake. If you 
do things for love's sake, your promotion will 
come. Elisha's promotion came by way of the 
question, " Ask what I shall do for thee." 

Now, having a desire to serve the Lord, are 
you ready to do the menial things, for instance, 
to wait upon the sick and afflicted ? If so, make 
it a habit of your life to visit your afflicted 
brethren. " Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, To visit the father
less and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the world." 

Elisha was a man set on serving ; he was a 
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servant at heart, ready to give his life to it. 
He left his estates and his home, giving up 
everything to be a bond-slave to his beloved 
master. Now at the time of his promotion, 
his master says, " Ask what I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken away from thee." What 
would you like ? Go to your beloved Master, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and give Him your 
answer. Would you be a brilliant preacher ? 
He will not gratify that. Would you be some 
one great in the eyes of men ? He will not 
gratify that. But if you said in the language 
of Elisha, " Lord, thou art away and I am here ; 
I would like to be moving about so that they 
can see Thy spirit in me ; I would like them 
to say, ' That young believer is like Christ ' ; 
to see that behind my weakness is the power 
of God ; I would like them to feel that behind 
my voice is Thy living voice." The Lord would 
gratify tha t ! " Let 

A DOUBLE PORTION OF THY SPIRIT 

be upon me." Oh ! that there were young 
men and women to-day whose hearts are 
beating in loyalty to Christ, in love to Him, 
and who long to be here for Him ! If there 
should be some here not aspiring to what is 
public and spectacular, but ready to serve the 
Lord as He may order, ready to serve at His 
bidding, and if there were those here to say 
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from the heart, " Let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon me," the Lord would grant that 
desire. It worked out like this. Elisha came 
back to the place that Elijah had left, and as 
they watched him, without him saying any
thing, they said, " The spirit of Elijah doth 
rest on Elisha." The world is watching us ; 
the " sons of the prophets " are watching u s ; 
our brethren are watching us. One thing we 
should desire above all else is this, that as they 
watch, without our trying to assume anything, 
we shall unconsciously give the impression that 
the spirit of Christ rests upon us. That is a 
glorious desire, is it not ? 

I would also encourage the sisters, for the 
Lord has not entrusted all His service to the 
brothers, but as Son over God's house, He has 
very wonderfully entrusted the service of His 
house to those who love Him—brothers and 
sisters. He has differentiated between the 
service that a brother can render and that of 
a sister, but it is more than likely in the coming 
day, at the judgment-seat, that some sisters 
may shine in a most remarkable way—perhaps 
beyond many brothers. Indeed, Romans xvi. 
confirms that suggestion, for the first saint that 
is mentioned has the honour of being marked 
off by the Apostle Paul as being a sister and a 
servant, and a succourer of many. Phebe has 
three titles in that glorious honours list of 
Romans xvi., shewing that there is a sphere 
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of service for sisters in relation to the church, 
the assembly, which is not to be overlooked. 

You may ask, " What is my service ? " It 
would be better if you asked the Lord what 
it is. There is a service open to you in 
relation to the assembly of God in the place 
where you are. The service of the assembly 
of God in this place is very dear to the 
heart of Christ, and He has not sent angels 
to carry it out, but has entrusted a share of it 
to you. We do well to say, " Lord, that a 
double portion of Thy Spirit be upon me, 
that Thy service may be carried out in power 
and in the right spirit—the spirit of the Master." 

The third request was that of Achsah, a 
sister. She married an overcomer, and it was 
a happy marriage. Her husband was an over-
comer in a very peculiar way. There was a city 
Kirjath-sepher, which means " the city of 
books." It needed overcoming. It was not a 
city of good books, but of bad ones. We are 
living in a city of bad books. Even the worldly 
statesmen are appalled at the inroads that bad 
books are making into the morals of the people 
—the insidious way by which the enemy of 
souls is influencing men. They can be read 
secretly after the young people are supposed 
to have retired to rest. The poison of hell is 
in many of them, and many a professed believer 
in the Lord Jesus is being poisoned. It is 
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more serious than developing a habit of taking 
poisonous drugs, for this poison turns the 
mind against God and against Christ, and 
against all profession. It makes people hate 
the brethren, it destroys all desire to read the 
scriptures, and it robs the reader of all that is 
holy, healthy, pure and ennobling. O h ! it 
is a city that needs taking. Let us pray for 
power and grace to overcome and take that 
city—the city of books—and God will give the 
reward. 

He gave Othniel a reward. He gave him a 
bride who was worthy of him. He was an over-
comer and she was a spiritually-minded woman. 
We would rejoice in i t ; you will have the 
blessing of the Lord, and the sanction of your 
brethren, if you dear young men are over-
comers and God gives you a partner that is 
spiritually minded ! That was true of Achsah. 
When she was given in marriage, her father 
said, " What wilt thou ? " And she said to 
him, " Give me a blessing . . . give me also 

SPRINGS OF WATER." 

Now that is exactly the opposite to bad books, 
which are poisoned springs. Christ at the 
right hand of God in all the magnificence of 
His glory filling the heart, would be suggested 
by the upper springs. The Spirit of God down 
here indwelling believers is " a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life," and also as 
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" rivers of living wate r" flowing out as the 
nether springs. That is better than any books 
that this world can put into your hands or 
mind. 

Do not think we are extreme or unpractical, 
for in the course of our lives we have to read 
certain books, and there are many books which 
are not bad. Thank God, there are books 
available for healthy reading which can be read 
in the fear of the Lord ! Submit your books 
to the Lord, and if He gives you His approval, 
read them openly and with a good conscience. 
If you have to read them in secret and hide 
them away from people, and keep them away 
from those you love, you may be sure there is 
something wrong. Let the Lord have your 
books and you can read them and enjoy them. 

Achsah married a man that took the city of 
books, and she got springs of water. We can 
understand why they do not appear on the 
page of scripture any more. They reached their 
spiritual success. It was the outcome of a right 
desire. Every heart that loves the Lord would 
say, " Give me springs of water." Oh ! that 
the power of the Spirit might be unhindered 
with us. Nothing but what is living is any value 
to us to-day. We want springs of water. 

The last scripture we read was the narrative 
of the demoniac who had been under the power 
of Satan. He was a terrible example of the 
depravity of man, and indicates where man can 
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get under the sway of the powers of darkness. 
But Jesus came in, the only One in the universe 
who could set him free. But his countrymen 
rejected Jesus, and what can he do ? He felt 
in his own soul, " I cannot live without Jesus," 
so he went to the Lord and besought Him 

THAT HE MIGHT BE WITH HIM. 

" He besought him " ; that word has a very 
strong meaning. When you beseech, it is with 
such earnest desire that you throw yourself at 
His feet. It was as though he said, There is 
only one thing I want—to be with Thee. What 
a splendid request that was ! How the Lord 
valued i t ! But obedience is the first principle, 
and so Jesus said, " No ! " The Lord loved 
him well enough to let him go through a period 
of education and of testimony that he would 
not have experienced if he had his desire 
immediately. That man will be with Christ 
for ever. The answer was only postponed, but 
•during the time of its postponement, where 
was he to be ? " Return to thine own house, 
and shew how great things God hath done 
unto thee." 

You would like to be with Jesus for ever 
He died to secure that. But while we wait for 
His return, He says to each of us, Return to 
thine own house and be a living witness for Me. 
Let people know what Jesus has done for your 
soul. It is a glorious occupation. That man 
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will never regret, through eternity, that the 
Lord kept him waiting for the gratification 
of his desire, for he used that opportunity. 
" He went his way, and published throughout 
the whole city how great things Jesus had done 
unto him." The Lord told him to go to his 
house. He went to the city, and published 
those great things there. 

Now while we wait for the coming of the Lord, 
it is our privilege to go back to the very place 
where we once dishonoured Him, and tell how 
great things He has done for us. The Lord 
would cherish every true desire. We should 
be encouraged to make our requests to the 
Lord, and secure His approval and direction. We 
should desire of the Lord and seek the answer ; 
as the Psalmist said, " One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I seek after." 

May the Lord grant us right desires, definite 
requests, and having secured His approval, to 
have spiritual energy to go forward telling 
others how great things Jesus has done for us. 

" I N EVERY T H I N G BY PRAYER AND SUPPLICA

TION WITH THANKSGIVING LET YOUR REQUESTS 

BE MADE KNOWN UNTO GOD." (Phil. iv. 6.) 



"THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED 
TO THY TRUST." 

(i TIM. VI. 20 ; MARK XIII . 33 TO END ; LEV. VIII. 33 

TO END.) 

T H E desire is, by the Lord's grace, to 
consider that which is committed to our 
trust. 

We are left here as trustees to take care 
of, and to be concerned for, that which 
God has entrusted to us. I suppose every 
one of us has been entrusted with some 
charge from God. There may, however, 
be those present who have no living link 
with Christ, no knowledge of God or con
cern about their souls, but I would suggest 
that each one of us has a sacred trust 
put into his charge by God Himself. It 
should be a matter of deep and personal 
interest with every one as to how he is 
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answering to it. The first great considera

tion is that 

OUR NATURAL LIFE 

is a trust from God. God has given to each 
one of us a life to live. He has given us 
health, ability to think, the possibility of 
influencing others and of using our life, 
our time, and all we possess, for His glory. 
Every one is either true to that trust or 
unfaithful as to it. 

It is no mere accident that we are here 
in this world ; we are spending our days 
by the mercy of God. Each day comes 
and passes, carrying with it a definite 
and specific responsibility, and we should 
be awake to the solemnity and reality of 
life. It is a sad thing to go through life 
and awake at the end to realise that it has 
been misspent, and then to say, " How I 
wish I had spent my life differently." It 
is sad indeed to wait until there are only 
vain regrets and remorse left for us. 
Let us seek that we may be awakened to 
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the value of life, to come under the hand 
of Christ and have that life saved for God, 
devoted to Christ, and used as realising 
the value of it, so that, instead of a mis
spent life, it may have been well spent. 

We realise what a triumph of mercy it 
is when God comes in and saves an old 
person just as he is slipping into eter
nity. One rejoices in the triumph of God 
in extending mercy to a man who has 
lived a lifetime in self-will, that He should 
then receive him and give him a welcome 
as a repentant sinner ; but it is a greater 
triumph of our God to secure a young life 
that the soul may be saved for eternity, 
and, in addition, that the life may be spent 
under the hand of God for His glory, for 
the testimony of Christ, for the furtherance 
of the interests of the house of God here 
on earth, and for the encouragement of His 
beloved people. 

It is a joy to look into the faces of the 
young and think what possibilities are 
open to them, until the Lord comes, to 
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spend that life which God has given for 
His glory. Hence we turned to the Epistle 
to Timothy and read those words : " 0 
Timothy, keep that which is committed 
to thy trust." 

Timothy was a young man with his face 
turned Godward, with his soul saved and 
his life devoted to Christ. The apostle 
knew him and loved him, and had a deep 
concern for his welfare. He therefore wrote 
him this letter, and in true affection said, 
" O Timothy, keep that which is com
mitted to thy trust." You know what a 
man means when he puts his hand on your 
shoulder, and, as he looks into your face, 
gives you an earnest exhortation. You 
feel the affection that is behind it ; you 
know the faithfulness which moved his 
heart to address you thus. So that be
loved servant was moved by the love of 
Christ when he wrote to Timothy thus. 

It is sad indeed to see so many really 
fine young men and women throwing their 
lives away. Many able and promising 
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young men are devoting the whole of their 
lives and energies to the pursuit of the 
pleasures of sin, consumed by their love of 
honour and fame, or wasting their lives in 
folly and vanity. There are many young 
women capable of being used greatly in 
God's service, yet spending their lives like 
butterflies, with no objective but self-
love and self-gratification. But you look 
round with joy upon the beloved young 
men and women who have come under the 
influence of Christ and would say, "Keep 
that which is committed to thy trust." 
Do not consider it lightly that the Lord 
has put His hand upon you and touched 
your affections by the power of His love. 
There is a wonderful life to live, a mar
vellous sphere to live it in, a remarkable 
company to walk with, a great incentive 
to use your energies, and then, the most 
profound of all, there will be eternity to 
spend with the Lord you love. 

Now the thought of faithfulness arises. 
Oh, that we might be prepared to face it ! 
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We are called upon to keep that which is 
entrusted to us. What sort of custodians 
are we going to be ? If I were appointed 
to be a trustee of an estate, how concerned 
I should be to be governed by the prin
ciples that should control one with a trust. 
As there may be some here who do not 
quite understand that position, I will 
endeavour to explain it a little. There 
are three distinct points about a trustee. 
The first is that he is dealing with property 
which is not his own. The second is that 
he is bound by law to invest trust money 
suitably in the very best investments that 
are open for trustees to invest in ; it must 
not be invested frivolously. It is not his 
own, and therefore it should be put out to 
the best advantage. Thirdly, he has to give 
an account of all he receives and of all he 
pays. That makes it a very practical 
matter. 

God has put us, as those that love the 
Lord Jesus, in possession of a trust, and 
we do well to realise our helplessness and 
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to say, " Lord, help me, for what I have 
is not my own, it is Thine." My health*, 
my body is the Lord's ; all I possess is 
His ; I am only a trustee. My energy is 
not given me to spend in the interests of 
this present evil world. I cannot claim my 
possessions, but only say, " I t is all Thine, 
it is not mine : I am only a steward." 

Then I would turn to the Lord and 
say, "Lord, give me wisdom. I would 
like to invest what Thou hast entrusted 
to me in the very best investment I can 
find." I wonder whether the young men 
have ever weighed over the suggestion 
that the Lord made to His disciples, that 
all they invested in the interests of God 
down here brought forth a hundred-fold. 
If you calculate it, a hundred-fold means 
that if you invest one hundred pounds you 
get ten thousand pounds in return—ten-
thousand per cent. A man of the world 
would say, "That is good interest; I would 
like to invest in a concern that entitled 
me to ten thousand per cent, interest." 



24 "THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST" 

If you put your life, out of true affection 
for Christ, at the disposal of the Lord, it 
will yield ten thousand per cent, interest. 
You will never calculate the joy, the 
blessing and the privilege that the Lord 
gives to those who surrender their lives for 
His pleasure and for His glory. A life 
spent for God is the finest investment 
you can find on earth ; there is nothing 
to be compared with it. Just trust, and 
you may go forward with all confidence, 
for the Lord will give you understanding in 
all things, and you will find how to invest 
your time, your energies, your mental 
powers, your interests, your affections in 
that which shall yield you a hundred-fold 
in this life, "manifold more in this present 
time, and in the world to come life ever
lasting." 

As a trustee I am bound to have regard 
to the fact that I must render an account, 
and would pray, "So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom." Every day has its record. 



" "THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED TO THY TRUST" 25 

If we move in the light of the judgment-
seat of Christ, we shall have regard to the 
fact that the Lord will shortly review the 
pathway of His people, but not with the 
idea of pouring judgment upon them. No, 
it is a great review day, when the Lord 
will delight to surround Himself with the 
objects of His love and have in review 
their pathway in order that He may 
publicly appreciate that which has met 
with His approval in their lives down here. 
He would have us live in the light of the 
judgment-seat of Christ, when every one 
shall give an account. There is an account 
day. There is a day when trusts will cease, 
when our trusts shall be "wound up," 
as men say ; when the last day of respon
sibility will have been reached, and we 
shall go to be with the Lord. We shall no 
longer tread the earth in testimony, in 
witness, and in responsibility to Him, 
but enter, in all the fulness of divine grace, 
into the joy of the Lord where there are 
no responsibilities, no cares, but all is joy 
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and divine love. Let us remember this 
important question of giving account. 

In view of this we should cultivate the 
habit of rendering an account to the Lord 
daily. It is well worth while. It is diffi
cult to keep accounts if they are not kept 
daily. We do not find long accounts in 
business are profitable, and we may apply 
that principle to our daily life. Young 
believers who have never tried it, begin 
now ! Get into the presence of the Lord 
and give an account of how the day has 
been spent ; to find how much or how 
little has been spent for Him and to have 
a deep concern about that which has been 
spent in vain. Remember a day spent in 
vain can never be recalled. There are 
many days we would all gladly recall; 
we should have spent them otherwise. 
The Lord would encourage us in rendering 
an account to Him. It shews a recog
nition of His rights over us, and He would 
greatly bless us in doing it. 

We should be more true to our trust 
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if we went continually to Him to get a 
sense of His approval. We should have 
an assurance of what was pleasing or 
displeasing to Him, and be encouraged to 
pursue a path for His pleasure and delight. 
We should get alone with the Lord and we 
should have this matter out with Him, 
and we should recognise that our lives— 
the few days that are left to us—are His 
sacred trust, put into our hands by the 
Lord Himself. It would be so much more 
easy then to pursue a path which would 
be pleasing to the Lord. Many are living 
for themselves, many who should be 
yielding a hundred-fold are living lives 
which will only yield sorrow. The Lord 
would have us true to our trust. " 0 
Timothy, keep that which is committed 
to thy trust." 

# * * # # 

Now we pass to the second thought, 
that of 

OUR SERVICE. 
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"To every man his work." In the first 
instance the Lord would have us hold 
Him in our affections as the object of our 
hearts. Is Christ your object ? You say, 
" I am a believer in Jesus." Thank God ! 
" I know He is coming for me one day." 
Thank God again! It is a wonderful 
thing to look forward to, but 

IS CHRIST YOUR OBJECT ? 

When we get up in the morning, what is 
the great objective before us ? What 
engrosses us and commands our lives ? 
When we have leisure, how do we use it ? 
what are we spending our energies upon ? 
what is really commanding us ? The 
Lord knows ! Possibly no one else knows, 
for our most secret movements are known 
only to the Lord Himself. He sees whether 
He Himself is the object of that life. We 
may well pray " that in nothing I- shall 
be ashamed, but that with all boldness, 
as always, so now also Christ shall be 
magnified in my body, whether it be by 
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life, or by death." The apostle felt that, 
and that was the secret that lay behind 
his exhortation, " 0 Timothy, keep that 
which is committed to thy trust." 

It is well to value the sacred trust of 
service. The Lord says that the householder 
taking a far journey "left his house and 
gave authority to his servants, and to 
every man his work." That is in the great 
"service" gospel—the Gospel according to 
Mark. Have you been just going quietly 
on and saying, " I t is very nice for those 
who are gifted to serve the Lord, but I 
suppose there is nothing I can do for 
Him ? " The Master Himself says that 
He went away and gave to every man his 
work—to every one who belongs to that 
household where the Lord is recognised— 
to every one that has come under the 
Lordship of Christ. Have you sought the 
Lord and asked Him what particular work 
He has entrusted to you ? Have you 
ever inquired of the Lord what He would 
have you to do ? These are matters to 
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be weighed over in the presence of the 
Lord. We have but a short time to spend 
here, and the Lord has directly linked us 
with His service. 

There is the great question of the gospel, 
How do men hear the glad tidings ? "Oh," 
you say, "preachers preach the glad tid
ings." Yes, but how do they become 
preachers ? Having heard the glad tidings 
themselves, their hearts have been touched 
by the love of God, and they are bubbling 
over to tell others of the God they have 
found, and of His wonderful grace. It is 
not merely because they can speak publicly 
but because they are the subjects of divine 
mercy ; their hearts are on fire to tell others 
of the wonderful story of the Saviour-
God whom they once feared and doubted. 
He redeemed them and they now know 
Him as Father, so that they long for 
others to know Him also. It is not neces
sary to stand on a public platform to be 
a preacher. 

Moreover, there are different kinds of 
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preachers. Some say by their lives, " I t 
is not enough to have Christ," for when 
believers go to the world for pleasure they 
are telling others that Christ is not enough 
for their hearts. Many are thus preaching 
against Christ. Every wrong step we 
take, every false impression of God we 
give is preaching against Christ. 

But there are many who are preaching 
that His love is enough to fill the heart, 
that the company of the people of God 
is well worth having, and that the saints 
of God are the "excellent of the earth." 
Do you know what it is to let the influence 
of your love tell on those around you, 
so that those who know you say, "There 
must be something in it or he would not 
be so happy " ! A happy life before the 
eyes of men, when one has not to resort 
to the pleasures of this world, is a preaching 
for Christ—a living witness to what Christ 
can do. 

Service is open to the youngest and 
feeblest believer. It is committed to our 
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trust by the blessed Lord Himself. Are we 
going to be faithful or unprofitable servants ? 
That day will declare how true we have been 
to our trust in the recognition of the great
ness of the privilege that it is to serve the 
Lord. We recognise that only by His 
grace, His support and His power can we 
be true to our trust. "To every man his 
work." We would encourage the youngest, 
for the Lord's service is a wonderful in
terest ; there is exceeding joy in it. He 
puts the desire there ; He grants you all 
the power and the grace to carry that 
desire out, and then He is gracious enough 
to reward you for all that you have done. 

A short time ago, I was standing by the 
bedside of a brother who had been bed
ridden for several years. He was exceed
ingly bright. I went there to cheer him 
and I came away cheered myself. Just as 
I was leaving he said to me, " I wonder 
whether you realise that at the judgment-
seat of Christ this little interview is coming 
up and that there will be three hearts 



"THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED TO THY TRUST" 33 

delighted through it." I said, "No, I have 
never thought of i t ; it was a joy to come, 
I did not attach any thought of reward 
to it." "That may be," he said, "bu t 
it will be exceeding joy to the Lord's heart 
to say, 'Well done, good and faithful 
servant.' The Lord has approved of the 
fact that you have been to see me. It 
will be a joy to His heart, and I am sure it 
will be a joy to your heart to hear Him say 
it, and I know it will be a joy to my heart." 
He had a sense of how pleasing it is to the 
Lord that one of His brethren should be 
visited. " Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me." 

Let us encourage the young believer to 
wait upon the Lord as to visiting the sick. 
There are many people within our reach 
who would love to be visited. If you had 
seen the look there was in the eyes of a 
poor old dying woman whom I saw, you 
would believe it. She looked up into my 
face and she said, "You will speak and 
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pray with me, won't you ? " Her heart 
was longing for a word about the Lord. 
There are many thus waiting for you to 
speak to them. You do not have to be 
a preacher • to do this. You must have 
your heart full of the love of Christ to do 
it, and you will be able to tell them some
thing to fill their hearts. You do not need 
to be an experienced visitor. If you think 
that, you may wait until your oppor
tunities are over for ever. May the Lord 
set our hearts on fire to be available to 
Him for His service. Remember that 
" H e that is faithful in that which is least 
is faithful also in much." Many a young 
man may be waiting until he is able to 
speak to a large number of people. The 
Lord is waiting for him to have the heart 
to speak to one individual. It is possible 
to have right desires, but to fail to carry 
out that which is entrusted to us. 

It was put thus in that well-known Old 
Testament story : " A man turned aside, 
and brought a man unto me, and said,, 



" "THAT WHICH IS COMMITTED TO THY TRUST" 35 

Keep this man : if by any means he be 
missing, then shall thy life be for his life, 
or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. 
And as thy servant was busy here and there, 
he was gone. And the king oi Israel said 
unto him, So shall thy judgment be ; 
thyself hast decided it." He failed to keep 
his one trust, and lost his life through his 
failure. 

That was in the day when judgment was 
ordered, this is a day when grace reigns, 
and it may be the Lord has entrusted to 
you one precious soul, to tell them the 
wonderful story, and testify to them of your 
precious Saviour. Are you too busy here 
and there to keep the one trust the Lord 
has entrusted to you ? It may be only 
one little service in this day of rush and 
bustle. The Lord give us grace to be true 
to the trust that He has committed to us, 
that we may carry it out simply and faith
fully, that He may be glorified. 
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Now I would suggest to our hearts that 
there is an aspect of our trust even more 
precious than those of which we have 
spoken. We have in Leviticus viii. that 
most sacred trust which was entrusted to 
the priests. It is a large subject, but I 
would like to put it briefly for the prayerful 
consideration of our hearts. The greatest 
privilege and the greatest trust that our 
God has put before us and committed to 
us is that of 

THE INTERESTS OF THE HOUSE OF GOD. 

The truth of the house of God has been 
greatly developed in living spiritual ministry 
during these last few years. The privilege 
that belongs to God's assembly, its love 
and joys, its liberty, its links, have been 
opened up in great spiritual power and 
ministered to us in a wonderful way. 
The sacred trust has been committed to 
us as having the light of this great truth, 
and our God would have us consecrated 
that we might take up "the charge of the 
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Lord," and that we might be true to our 
holy trust. 

Do we think of it when we are inclined 
to pursue our own way, to choose our 
own path, or to decide for ourselves where 
we shall live, what occupation we shall 
take up and what we shall do ? Are we 
having regard to this trust—the love and 
joy of the house of God, and its holy 
service which has been entrusted to us, 
and which it is our privilege to carry as 
the charge of the Lord ? We do well to 
remember the exhortation of the prophet 
when he said, " Be ye clean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord," that we may 
" come out from among them and be 
separate, and touch not the unclean thing." 
There is committed to us a holy trust 
and only clean hands may touch the holy 
vessels ; only the consecrated priests may 
carry the ark. Only those devoted to God 
and to His pleasure and. His glory can carry 
out the service of the house of God, for all 
these are holy things. This holy trust 
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carries with it wondrous spiritual blessing, 
but also a call for consecration, holiness 
and separation, as becomes those bearing 
the holy vessels of the Lord. 

The charge of the Lord is connected with 
the seven days of consecration which cover 
the whole of our lives. Our lives are made 
up of weeks of seven days. We are privi
leged to start with the Lord's supper, 
when we may touch assembly privileges 
and joys together as sitting before the 
Lord engaged in the holy service of God. 
From this we may take up, in His fear, and 
with holy hands, our business life, and our 
home life. Even the boys and girls in their 
school life may come under the impress 
of the Lord's own hand. Seven days our 
consecration has to be maintained, and 
when that week is completed we begin 
another with praise and worship. So our 
whole life is made up of seven days of 
consecration to the Lord. Is it not a won
derful trust ? It is well worth while to 
consider it in all its seriousness. 
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Then as we see THE CHILDREN growing up 
among us, one after another coming to the 
age of intelligence, we may regard them as 
those whom the Lord has put into our midst 
to take care of for Him. They are part 
of the holy trust He has committed to us. 
Are we concerned that they should get 
help and encouragement through His 
people ? They are connected with His 
interests, for He would have them enjoy 
the privileges of the house of God. Are 
we concerned, too, that there should be a 
living testimony in THE GOSPEL in power 
and blessing ? Are we all taking up our 
privileges from the assembly that there may 
be praise Godward and blessing manward ? 
All these things are within our reach. 

There are many things which we cannot 
explain but which we can enjoy. I once 
went to the bedside of a dear old blind 
saint, and I asked her, "Do you know 
the Lord ? " She said, " Sir, I have been 
talking to Him all the morning." She was 
in touch with the house of the Lord. She 
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could not have explained the doctrine of 
it, but she could give the impression of its 
liberties. It was a heart free to be in com
munion with the Lord. The simplest can 
enjoy the liberty and fatness of the house 
of God though not be able to express 
much. Joy does not lie in our ability to 
explain these things, but in the power of 
the Spirit of God, though doubtless if we 
enjoyed them more we should find we could 
express more. 

May we be more true to the charge which 
God has entrusted to us ! The trust will 
soon be over. A few short days and the 
special opportunities we now have will 
be past for ever. May we realise the great
ness, the sweetness and the preciousness 
of the privileges God has committed to us 
as a sacred trust—the joys of His own. 
house and all that belongs to it ! 



Decision, Devotedness and 

Discipleship. 

( JOHN VI. C6-69 ; x ix . 25, 39, 4 0 ; xx. 11-19.) 

My desire was to speak, by the Lord's help, 
especially to our younger friends—young in 
the truth and young in years—of three very 
important matters connected with our path
way here. 

The first is DECISION, 

The second DEVOTEDNESS, 

The third DISCIPLESHIP. 

I have not had the privilege of being present 
at such a meeting as this in this city before, 
but 1 have no doubt the Lord has been pleased 
to give through His servants words of ex
hortation bearing on each of these thoughts. 
I t is not, therefore, with any idea of suggesting 
to you something new, or of merely interesting 
you for the present moment, but that the 
Lord may be pleased to use this meeting to 
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make a personal and direct appeal to every 
heart. 

Sometimes a young Christian is apt to live 
and act as though, having been cleansed 
from his sins and assured that when the Lord 
comes He will take him to be with Himself, 
there is nothing that matters between these 
two points. Thank God, there is, or we should 
not be together thus. The blessed Lord Jesus, 
who died for us, lives for us, and in the ten
derness of His love He is constantly making 
a direct and personal appeal to every heart 
that loves Him. He does not leave us alone. 
If we are going on, He delights to encourage 
us with a deep sense of His love and grace ; 
filling our hearts with joy and gladness, and 
moving us on to an ever-deepening knowledge 
of Himself. If we are going back, He would 
follow us with the appeal of His love, seeking 
to recall us to the path where we shall find 
that joy that He desires we should have. 
So I would suggest in all simplicity that you 
and I will have to face the fact that the Lord 
Himself, in all the tender solicitude of His 
own love, is making an appeal to your heart 
and mine, in order that we may know what 
true prosperity and happiness are while we 
are here on earth waiting for His return. 

Another thought connected with the Lord's 
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present grace and activity is that He is con
stantly allowing a crisis to arise in our soul's 
history. The Lord does not allow us to go 
dreaming along as if nothing mattered, for 
there are things that matter—tremendous 
matters of importance that have to be faced. 
The natural tendency for us is to go on in 
ease and self-love, desiring that a crisis should 
never arise, tha t we might never have to make 
a decision, but pursue an easy path, come to 
the meetings when it is convenient, and go 
on quietly with an ordinary everyday life. 
But the Lord loves us too much to allow us 
to pursue a path like that . He is going to 
raise a definite issue with each one of us. 
In the greatness of His love He would raise 
one in our hearts now. He wants us to 
decide—to make a momentous decision. 

But you may say, I was converted some 
months ago ! Thank God for that, but I am 
not speaking of conversion for the moment. 
We are together as those who are converted. 
But because you are converted, because that 
wonderful moment has been reached in your 
soul's history when you turned " from dark
ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God," do not suppose that there will never 
be another decision to be made in this life. 
Do not suppose that your path will be one 
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uninterrupted, unexercised pathway of ease. 
One day the Lord will raise issues with you, 
and a crisis will arise calling for a definite 
decision. 

Now there was an extraordinary crisis in 
the first scripture we read which is very 
suggestive of the present moment, for we are 
living in a day when many are going back 
and not walking with Jesus. Many of those 
who have taken up the external profession 
of the name of Jesus are giving it up and 
apostatising. Through grace, many of us are 
not much in actual touch with the work of 
the enemy in that direction, for God is good 
to us and He has held in a most wonderful way 
His beloved saints who are seeking to answer 
to His mind. But we are living in a day of 
apostasy, a day when things are being given 
up. Let me name some truths that are being 
given up in Christendom to-day, where the 
name of Jesus is professed externally. Many 
are giving up the vital t ruth that He is God ; 
the deity of Christ is being denied. They are 
giving up the vital t ruth that without shedding 
of blood is no remission of sins, for the t ruth 
of redemption is being denied. The authority 
of the word of God, the inspiration of the 
scriptures, the complete book as God has 
given it to us in His mercy—all that is being 
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discredited, and in some cases openly re
nounced. The incarnation, the very foundation 
of Christianity—that God was manifest in 
flesh—is being denied. All these things are 
being given up, and many are turning away 
and walking no longer with Him. But the Lord 
from His throne on high, as the moment 
draws near for His coming again, looks down 
into this world, into the hearts of those that 
are His own, and He would cause His loving, 
tender voice, in all the seriousness of the 
moment, to be heard in your heart and mine, 
as He says to each one in the deep love of 
His heart, "Will ye also go away ? " 

But you may say, I have not started to 
go away. No ; but the Lord puts the point 
to you ; He brings you to a crisis. Wherever 
you look, you see apostasy and departure on 
every hand, and it is as though the Lord says, 
I want your answer, your decision. He would 
have you face the days in which you live ; 
days when evil seducers are waxing worse 
and worse, deceiving and being deceived 
(2 Tim. iii. 13) ; days when men are main
taining a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof, when they are lovers of plea
sures rather than lovers of God. (2 Tim. iii. 
4, 5.) Look round for a moment on the pro
fessing christian scene, and ask yourself the 



46 "THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST" 

question, Is it not a day of departure ; a 
day when many are turning back and walking 
no more with Him ? What is your answer ? 
Is there deep down in your heart the true 
ring of spiritual affection ? Do you really 
love Him so much that you say, Lord, do 
keep me ; to go away from Thee is the last 
thing I would ever desire to do. There are 
those who are going away, and there are those 
who are following Him. Do not think for a 
moment you can maintain neutrality. You 
cannot have one foot in the world and the 
other in the path of the will of God. You 
cannot have half your capital invested in 
pleasures or the world's interests, and the 
other half invested in the assembly or the 
house of God ! In these days of departure 
and apostasy the Lord raises a clear issue. 
I t must be one thing or the other ; you are 
either for Him or against H i m ; following 
Him, or going back and walking no more with 
Him. 

May I remind you of a solemn night—one 
of the most solemn nights that this world 
has ever known. The Lord had gathered His 
own loved ones, those who loved Him, round 
Himself to inaugurate the Lord's supper, and 
to unfold to their hearts divine secrets tha t 
should be cherished by them during His 
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absence. There was there with Him a traitor 
—one man whose heart did not beat true to 
Christ. The moment having come, the Lord 
caused the crisis to arise by which the whole 
company who had surrounded Him in that 
upper room were tested, and the traitor went 
out—out into the night. Thank God, all the 
others stayed inside, in the light and love of 
His own blessed presence. We are together 
hundreds of years later. In this world there 
are traitor hearts, hearts that are prepared 
to sell Him for gain, to go back and walk no 
more with Him ; to give up all tha t is precious, 
tha t has cost so much suffering in those that 
have gone before—they would give it all up 
for present gain. There are traitor hearts in 
this world even bearing professedly the name 
of the Lord. 

The traitor goes out, but the others stay. 
The Lord raises the question. Outside with 
Judas, or inside with Jesus ? That is 

THE DECISION. 

You love the Lord Jesus ? Then you have 
to reach this point sooner or later in your 
soul history. You may be sheltered by a 
godly father and mother, but the moment 
must come in your history when you will 
decide whether you are going outside with 
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Judas, or remaining inside with Jesus. Now 
He would touch your heart by His suffering 
love in such a way that you may say, "Lord, 
to whom shall we go ? " 

There is no one who can take my life and fill 
it as He can ; no one but Himself can fill my 
heart; no one can occupy my mind with that 
which is pure and holy and precious and good 
like the blessed Son of God. "Lord, to whom 
shall we go ? " Are you going to the world 
for your pleasures ? Are y.ou absorbed by the 
novels of this world for the fascination of your 
mind ? Are you seeking that which the Lord 
died to deliver you from,—to secure a good time 
down here ? The Lord Jesus is able to do 
better for you than any one else in the uni
verse, and He wants to do it. I t is for you 
to make the choice, for decision for Christ is 
one that a Christian has to make. You must 
either be whole-heartedly, definitely and de
cidedly committed to Him, or you will drift 
into the path with those that hate Him, and 
refuse to own His blessed name. The Lord 
would lay hold upon your affections while 
still young, with life before you with all its 
possibilities, and secure that definite decision 
of affection that would say, " Lord, to whom 
shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that thou 
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art that Christ, the Son of the living God " 
(or " the holy one of God," New Trans.). 

Does that suggest something to you tha t 
has been your difficulty ? Are you saying, 
I am a young believer, and since I was con
verted I have found out that which I never 
found out before, tha t the world is so unholy, 
that everything is so impure, so corrupt, 
that I cannot take anything up but I find 
it is defiling and demoralising, holding my 
soul down and filling my mind with impure, 
unholy thoughts ? Is that your difficulty ? 
The Lord Jesus presents Himself to you as 
the Holy One of God, whose power is great 
enough to take possession of you and open 
up by His Holy Spirit the holy joys that are 
the portion of those who love Him. He will 
give you to value and read day by day, as 
opportunity affords, His holy scriptures, the 
pure mental milk of the word, that you may 
grow up unto salvation, so that instead of 
filling your mind from all the poisoned springs 
of this world's literature, you shall find your 
positive joy in absorbing the holy things of 
God. The Lord has furnished a holy company 
with which you may be associated : " holy 
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling." 
He has given you entrance into the holiest 
of all, where nothing that is unsuitable to 
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God can enter, but where your soul can enjoy 
His holy love. All these holy things are to be 
opened up to you in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, on the one condition that you defi
nitely and affectionately follow Him. 

Is there some one here trying to maintain 
neutral ground, like a young girl who said 
to me not very long ago, " I know what you 
say is true, but I like the world. I should 
like really to have the world and Christ as 
well, but I will be honest about it, I want 
the world " ? The Lord Jesus would appeal 
to you ; He can be better to you than the 
world. Do you think this present evil world, 
built up by Satan, poisoned as it is by sin 
and impurity and unholiness, can furnish 
your heart with joys that can be compared 
to the holy, eternal joys with which Jesus, 
the Holy One of God, can furnish you ? 

The Lord grant that there might be definite 
decision, here and now, that the language of 
each heart may be, " Lord, to whom shall we 
go ? thou hast the words of eternal life. And 
we believe and are sure." I t is perfectly de
lightful to come across those who can say 
they are sure. The world is full of uncer
tainties and uncertain people, but through the 
grace of our God there are those who have 
been divinely enlightened, who are able to 



DECISION, DEVOTEDNESS AND DISCIPLESfflP 51 

put their hand up to Him and say, " And we 
believe and are sure." Do you belong to 
that happy company, the certain company ? 
Not vain, proud presumption, but lowly, 
gracious certainty, based on the authority 
of the living God, the witness of the Holy 
Spirit of God to our hearts, " We believe 
and are sure tha t thou art that Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

The Lord is also making an appeal to our 
hearts not only for decision but 

DEVOTEDNESS. 

From that standpoint the Spirit of God brings 
on to the pages of scripture a woman named 
Mary Magdalene. She was doubtless a wealthy 
lady, but one who had been possessed with 
seven demons ; tha t is to say, she was the 
expression of the maximum power of the 
enemy over a human being. There could not 
have been a worse case on earth than a woman 
possessed with seven demons. I t would have 
been serious enough to be possessed with one, 
but to be possessed with seven meant tha t 
there was an absolute, complete possession 
of her. The blessed Son of God comes along, 
the Holy One of God, whom the devils fear ; 
and in the mighty power of His own Person, 
and in the mighty actings of His own love, 



52 "THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST" 

based, too, on the great redemption work He 
was about to accomplish for Mary Magdalene, 
He sets her absolutely free from the domina
tion of Satan. Now, that is negative. That 
is to say) it is simply what He did to set her 
free from the power of evil. Is that enough ? 
No ! He has thoughts of love about her which 
eternity will not exhaust. So He made His 
love known to her in such a way that she 
says to herself, Whether alive or dead, Jesus 
is the only One that can satisfy my heart ; 
I cannot live without Him. They took Him, 
and with wicked hands they crucified and 
slew Him. The whole world was against 
Him ; politically, religiously and socially, 
they united against Jesus, the Son of God, 
and put Him on the cross. But there, stand
ing by the cross, were a few faithful hearts 
that loved Him, that said to themselves, 
" I cannot live without Him." That is de-
votedness. 

Have you ever stood by the cross, dear 
young believer ? Have you ever looked up 
in the faith of your soul at the blessed Christ 
of God in heaven, and seen there the marks 
that tell how once He hung on Calvary's cross, 
despised and rejected of men ? Have you ever 
taken your stand there ? I t must have cost 
those devoted ones much, but they did it. 
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They stood by the cross of Jesus in the darkest 
moment, when the whole world was against 
Him. Are our hearts so touched by the love 
of Jesus as to make us stand by Him when 
every one else is against Him ? I t will be 
simple in the day of His power to surrender 
to Him ; nations will feign obedience to Him ; 
the whole world will be subject to Him ; but 
the test for your heart and mine is this, tha t 
the Lord presents Himself to us during His 
absence, and He says to us, If you love Me, 
you will stand by Me in the day of My rejec
tion. Are you going to wait until the Lord 
comes, to be with Him ? He wants you to be 
with Him now. 

Perhaps you remember that wonderful Old 
Testament scene, where David had four 
hundred men who were prepared to be with 
him. They were an extraordinary lot of men— 
discontented, in debt, and in distress, and all 
sorts and conditions of men—but they loved 
David enough to be with him. You may look 
round on the people of God and say, They 
are an extraordinary lot of people, I should 
never have picked them out ! No ; but God 
has chosen them, and they love Christ well 
enough to be with Him. I t is well to put your
self in true affection alongside them as they 
say, "Thine we are, and on thy side." 
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But there was a man who truly loved 
David ; his name was Jonathan. He had 
watched these four hundred men go after 
David, but he did not go himself. Though 
there came a moment in Jonathan's history 
when he actually wept upon the neck of David 
in true affection, yet, in spite of that he 
turned back and went to his own house. Now 
the Lord would appeal to your heart and mine 
that we might not be as Jonathan. 

When Jesus died, the heart of Mary Mag
dalene was well-nigh broken. She had no 
home while her Saviour was in the tomb. 
The world out of which Jesus had died had no 
claim upon her ; she could not find rest for 
her spirit in the city that had cast out the 
One who was the object of her love. She 
must have Himself, nothing else will do. I t 
is to such a devoted heart the Lord responds ; 
in His marvellous love He deUghted to make 
Mary the one to whom He should first appear 
after His resurrection, and committed to that 
faithful heart the grandest message that has 
ever been the privilege of any one to carry. 

If every hearer's heart was filled with the 
love of Christ, if every one decided for Christ, 
if every heart beat in true devotedness to 
Him, what possibilities there are from the 
lives of those present ! Think of the young 
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men with all their strength and energy, their 
ability, their mental powers, their vocal 
powers, their strength of body ; if tha t body 
was but presented a living sacrifice to God, 
and the Lord took complete possession of it, 
what possibilities lie in front of that young 
life. Who can tell what God would do with 
such a life ? And if the young sisters were to 
catch the spirit of Mary Magdalene, and say, 
In the moment of the rejection of my Lord 
I will stand by Him, nothing shall satisfy 
my heart but Himself, think of the possi
bilities open to a sister promoting the interests 
of God on earth ; tha t quiet, unseen service 
that can be rendered, the visitation of the 
sick, the word of comfort to the bereaved, 
the tender touch that a sister can give that 
a brother can never give, the quiet, tender, 
gracious way in which a sister can weep with 
those that weep. All these possibilities lie open 
before our young sisters if only their hearts 
are secured whole-heartedly for Christ. 

You do not think we are attaching too much 
importance to devotedness, do you ? Yet 
there is something beyond that, and that is 

DISCIPLESHIP. 

What does tha t mean 1 I t means a great 
deal, for it has a different bearing in each 
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gospel, but I desire to emphasise discipleship 
as it is presented to us in the Gospel of John. 

The first thing that marks disciples there 
is that two disciples of John the Baptist, 
when they heard John say, " Behold the 
Lamb of God," left their master and followed 
Jesus. Following is the first great feature of 
discipleship. I t is not sufficient to have secretly 
decided for Christ; it is not sufficient to 
cherish secret desires after Him. The Lord 
is waiting for a definite movement of your 
feet, and of your heart, and of yourself, to
ward Himself and those who are His. " And 
they followed Jesus," that is what is meant 
by discipleship ; to come so under the in
fluence of the Son of God that you say, There 
is only one path through this world that is 
worth treading, and that is the path by which 
He will lead me into His own home. Do you 
know anything of this ? Has He led you into 
His assembly ? Has He led jou to know what 
it is to sit down with those who love Him 
and make everything of Him, where He can 
unfold in secret to our hearts the preciousness 
of the scene tha t He fills? There is nothing 
like it on earth ; there is nothing to be com
pared with it. All the suffering and reproach 
and shame and sorrow are not to be spoken 
of in comparison to the joys of following Jesus 
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into the place where He dwells. Are you 
holding back ? Are you waiting until you are 
more developed spiritually ? Are you waiting 
until you are more intelligent, or until some 
difficulty has been overcome ? Are you 
waiting until you are older ? Well, all these 
things are good exercises (I would not suggest 
tha t you should dismiss them), but I would 
say that the Lord is appealing to you that He 
may remove every difficulty that stands in 
the way, and bring you into the happy realisa
tion of what it is to find where He dwells. 
How long delayed need that be ? If there is 
decision for Christ and devotedness to Him, 
there is no need for any delay at all. 

A further thought in relation to disciple -
ship is continuance, for He said to His dis
ciples in chapter viii., " H ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed." Will 
you weigh that over ? Are you looking back 
to some day in your soul history when you 
used to be bright ? Do you remember the 
day you were converted ? What a happy day 
it was, and all the weeks that followed, you 
were full of i t ; they were grand days. Thank 
God for it. But has it all declined, and are 
you not having grand days now ? There is 
a word in the Book of Ecclesiastes that says, 
" Say not, How is it that the former days 
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were better than these ? " (Eccles. vii. 10, 11.) 
I t is sad if you have to look back on your 
brightest days. The Lord would so allure 
our hearts to Himself, that we may look 
forward to ever brightening days, tha t each 
day as it comes may be happier than the 
preceding one, that we may be able to look 
round on one another and say, Thank God, 
we have reached the brightest days that we 
have ever known yet, and still brighter are 
to follow ! I t will be a deeper and calmer 
joy. All our testimony is connected with 
continuing. When you were converted, the 
world said, Give him six weeks ; he will soon 
change those views. And the six weeks went 
by, and they looked on and said, Well, I can
not understand him, he is still going o n ! 
And then they gave you twelve months. At 
the end of twelve months it was said, He is 
brighter than he was at the beginning, there 
must be something in i t ! The power of your 
testimony is in continuing, and thus it is, 
" I f ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed." 

You may be a believer without being a 
disciple, for you may not have definitely 
taken the path of the confession of Christ 
as Lord openly and publicly, or committed 
yourself to the path of following Him. You 
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may be a potential disciple ; you may be one 
that the Lord will take hold of in His love one 
of these days and bring out distinctly for 
Him, but while you are a secret believer you 
cannot be described as a disciple. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus by night ; but 
the sad part of it was that although he heard 
the wonderful words of John iii., he went 
on with his old life. Then later there came a 
test for him. He was sitting in the council-
chamber of the Jewish Sanhedrim, and he 
heard them speak about Jesus—the One he 
secretly loved and really believed in. That 
raised an issue, a crisis. I t was a question of 
whether he was going to deny the Lord by 
saying nothing, or whether he was going to 
let the secret out tha t he really cherished 
and believed in this One, and he very timidly 
said, " Doth our law judge any man, before 
it hear him, and know what he doeth ? " 
(John vii. 51.) They saw through him at once. 
"Ar t thou also of Galilee ? Search, and look : 
for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet." And 
every man went to his own house, including 
Nicodemus, for as yet he was not in the full 
joy of discipleship. What a life he might have 
lived during those years ; think what he missed. 
He might have been a follower of Jesus, and 
spent those years with Him, looking upon 
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Him, admiring, learning from that blessed 
Man. All those years were lost because Nico-
demus did not whole-heartedly and definitely 
decide for Christ. 

But at last another crisis arose, and, thank 
God, that settled it. The very One he had 
trusted and loved, the One he had secretly 
believed in but had not positively and openly 
confessed, was put on Calvary's cross and 
died. Nicodemus had missed the opportunity 
of standing by Jesus while He lived ; he had 
missed the opportunity of giving joy to the 
heart of Christ during His pathway of suffering 
and shame ; but, thank God, he did not miss 
his opportunity of throwing in his lot whole
heartedly with Jesus even as He lay in death ! 
The crisis was reached and the answer was 
given, for he brought of spices a hundred 
pounds weight. The Spirit of God in recording 
this has told us exactly how much it weighed ! 
How much does our appreciation of Christ 
weigh ? May the Spirit of God be able to 
record that there are hearts here who value 
Christ at a hundred pounds weight. 

How much do we love Him ? He says by 
the prophet, " I f ye think good, give me my 
price. . . . So they weighed for my price thirty 
pieces of silver." (Zech. xi. 12.) Thirty pieces 
of silver, the price of a common slave ! What 
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value have you put upon Jesus ? Have you 
put enough value upon Him to say, Lord 
Jesus, Thou art worthy to have me, spirit, soul 
and body, under Thy command, and under 
Thy control; I trust Thee, I surrender to 
Thee ; I will put my life, my prospects, my 
heart, my body, into Thy possession ? 

God has honoured that testimony of Nico-
demus, and now it is an inspiration for our 
hearts to consider a man, timid though he 
was, afraid to come to Jesus in the daytime 
(he had to come to Him at night), afraid openly 
to tell the Sanhedrim that he was a follower 
and lover of Jesus ; but he reached a point 
when he was not afraid to identify himself 
with Jesus, even in His death. This is dis-
cipleship ! 

I would briefly mention other thoughts in 
this gospel as to discipleship. In John xv. 
8 we read, " Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 
disciples." Fruit-bearing is here connected 
with discipleship. There is that going Tip to 
God from the lives of His people which He 
can appreciate, which He can value, for fruit 
is for the pleasure of God. 

Yet another feature is suggested in John 
xx., when the disciples were assembled in the 
upper room on the first day of the week. 
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Do you assemble with the disciples ? Have 
you found the happy home of your spirit 
among those who are disciples of Christ and 
who love Him ? Your seat is there ; it will 
be vacant until you fill it. And the Lord 
would say to you, I want you to fill it, for am 
I not worthy of the response of your heart ? 
What joy will be His, and what joy will be 
yours, when as a disciple you learn the precious 
privilege of assembling. 

Then when you have remembered the Lord, 
people may say, Oh, he is safe now, he is 
breaking bread! But be sure the enemy 
will attempt to divert you. You will need 
shepherd care after that . The brethren will 
do well to keep their eye upon you in deep 
affection and concern that you might be en
couraged and helped on. Thus another feature 
of discipleship is developed, for "By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another." (John xiii. 35.) 
Thus we have seen that the features of dis
cipleship according to John involve : 

FOLLOWING, 

CONTINUING, 

FRUIT-BEARING, 

ASSEMBLING, 

LOVING. 
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We are constrained, with our hearts going 
out especially towards those who are young 
and tender, and stepping out in the path of 
faith, to appeal to you to surrender to the 
wooings and influence of the love of Jesus, 
and let nothing keep you back from a definite 
decision, a whole-hearted devotedness tha t will 
lead you into the path of discipleship. You 
will never regret it for one single moment ; 
you will praise Him for all eternity for the 
love that has drawn your heart after Himself. 
You will escape the ten thousand corruptions 
of this evil scene through which you have to 
pass ; and you will enjoy the marvellous 
privileges of fellowship and joy and service 
and worship among those who are His. The 
Lord will make your life one of prosperity 
and joy, even amidst sorrow and exercise, 
so that you will say, " The sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us." 
May the Lord graciously bless and encourage 
you. 





FAITHFULNESS TO CHRIST. 

(GEN. XL. 12-15 ; 1 K I N G S XX. 35-43 ; 

L,UKE XXII . 28, 47-49 ; 2 T I M . IV. 10, 11.) 

I T might appear somewhat strange, at first 
sight, that in seeking to arouse concern in 
regard to the question of whole-hearted 
faithfulness to Christ, one should have 
chosen passages dealing with men who 
were marked by the exact opposite to 
faithfulness. The scriptures abound with 
illustrations of the principle of fidelity, but 
an impression of a feature which is of 
great value may often be secured by the 
consideration of its contrast. In view of 
this may we be helped to consider these 
unfaithful men, not only as warnings, but 
that they may suggest to us conversely 
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the exceeding preciousness of devoted faith
fulness. There never was a greater need 
than there is to-day for whole-hearted 
fidelity to God, to Christ, and to one 
another. 

In the first instance, the chief butler 
was unfaithful in relation to remembrance ; 
he forgot Joseph. Then Ahab was unfaithful 
in regard to service ; a service was entrusted 
to him and he failed to fulfil it. Judas was 
unfaithful with regard to affection, for he 
betrayed the Lord ; and Demas was un
faithful with regard to testimony, for he 
forsook Paul, having loved this present 
world. Thus the positive principles which 
are suggested by these scriptures are fidelity 
in remembrance, in service, in affection, and 
in testimony. My desire is that every 
one here would pray, "Lord, help me to be 
marked by fidelity." 

It is not in vain that the Spirit of God 
has put on record in the scriptures these 
cases of breakdown. It is well for us to 
recognise that but for the preserving 
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mercy of our God, every one of us would 
have broken down. In the power of human 
strength and human effort there has never 
been a yield for God, but in the power of 
the love of Christ there has been an answer 
for God in the lives of millions of His 
people. We have, too, the power of the 
Holy Spirit of God on earth to-day un
diminished. A divine Person can never 
lose His power. He may be grieved, and 
often is ; conditions have arisen that 
hinder the manifestation of that power ; 
but it remains, in all its divine character, 
available for those who walk in the un-
grieved power of that blessed Spirit. There 
is divine power to maintain all of us in 
true fidelity to Christ. Let us not dismiss 
the idea as being a glorious impossibility. 
May the youngest believer take it home to 
his own heart, desiring to be loyal to Jesus 
and true to Him in the power of His love. 

One would desire a sense of the Lord's 
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grace in calling attention to this first 
thought, the fidelity of remembrance. There 
may be some here who have regarded the 
Lord's supper as a form, or as a sacrament 
for which they feel unworthy. I would 
speak to those who have actual practical 
difficulties in connection with this, for the 
Lord did not make any distinction in regard 
to His supper when He said, "This do in 
remembrance of me." These words were 
uttered with the cross in view, but the 
Lord had us in mind when He said them. 

We know well the beautiful picture of 
Joseph. Sold by his brethren, misjudged, 
and suffering wrongfully, he was imprisoned, 
but there he was used of God to befriend 
the chief butler. There came a moment when 
the butler was about to be delivered, and 
the word was given him by Joseph, "Only 
bear a remembrance with thee of me." 
Dear young believer, do you carry in your 
soul a remembrance of Jesus ? I am not 
asking you for the moment whether you 
break bread, but whether you bear in your 
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soul and heart true love for Jesus ? Could 
you bear to see His name blotted out ? 
If everybody in the town denied Him, 
would you do so ? Do you carry in your 
soul an affectionate remembrance of Jesus ? 
If so, the Lord will develop that, and a 
moment will come in your history when 
you will say, " I cannot refrain any 
longer from carrying out Thine own request, 
Lord." But He will say, "Have you 
awakened to the fact that I am rejected, 
that My people are rejected, and that the 
world has no place for Me or for them •? 
Have you faced that yet ? " This will 
test your love for Christ, but if that love 
rings true you will say, "Whatever it 
might cost I desire to remember Thee." 

Spiritual wisdom and discernment is 
needed in every case as to the reception 
of those who wish to remember Him; 
there must be simple, genuine, true-hearted 
affection for Christ, and a sobriety which 
has faced what it means to be on His side 
in this world. It is not easy. It may be 
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comparatively so in England to-day, but 
in many instances it is not easy. Happy 
for us if we can look into His face with joy 
and say, "Lord, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee." Then there will be fidelity of re
membrance— positively, definitely, and 
openly taking sides with Him, in putting 
our hands to the loaf—saying, "Lord, I 
value this opportunity of letting it be 
known to the world, and to Thy brethren, 
that I am Thine, for I love Thee." There 
came a moment in the history of the chief 
butler when suddenly he awakened to the 
fact that he had been unfaithful to his 
trust, and he said, " I do remember my 
faults this day." Is there one here to-night 
that the Lord has been asking for years to 
remember Him ? Have you thus kept Him 
waiting ? May the Lord awaken you to
night ! It is a good thing to come to it 
that we have kept the Lord waiting long 
enough. It is a blessed privilege to have 
the honour of taking that step publicly. 
That is the fidelity of remembrance. 
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The Lord is working all the world over, 
and He is gathering to Himself—not to a 
religion or to a creed, but to Himself— 
He is gathering to Him souls that love Him 
for His own sake, and who love His people 
for His sake. Why do we love the brethren ? 
We love them for their love to Christ. 
"We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren." 
I am sorry for you, dear friend, if you do 
not love the brethren. We cannot walk 
with all our brethren, but we love them 
because they love Him. 

The second feature is the fidelity of 
service. The striking incident in i Kings 
xx. illustrates simply the secret charge 
that the Lord may have entrusted to you. 
Here, in a battle where thousands were 
fighting, was one man—not a warrior, but 
a servant—and a person in authority came 
and told him to keep a prisoner for him. 
One specific, definite task—one simple, 
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positive charge ; he had nothing else to 
do—yet he had to say, "As thy servant 
was busy here and there, he was gone." 
Dear young friend, be careful! One of the 
features of the present day is that we are 
all so very busy ; every minute seems to 
be ear-marked. Life is very strenuous ; 
let us therefore be careful, beloved brethren, 
that we do not miss the one task that the 
Lord has entrusted to us. Let us see to it 
that in serving ourselves we do not leave 
out the Lord's service. He was just an 
ordinary servant, but he missed his way 
because he did not carry out the one task 
that was entrusted to him. 

What a sad end to a life to have to 
admit that we have been too busy to spend 
our time in the Lord's service, having been 
absorbed with everything else but that. 
God grant that none of us may finish life 
like that ! Dear young believer, the Lord 
has a task connected with His interests 
and His service for you. Do not ask me 
to tell you what it is. I cannot do that. 
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The Lord is your Master—He will tell you 
what your work is. He will tell you ; He 
will give you power to do it ; and then 
He will reward you for doing it ; what a 
Master to have ! But be careful! We 
have to see to it that we give time, in the 
organisation of our lives, for His service ; 
so let Him have His place, the place, in 
our hearts and lives, and then everything 
else will fit in. You will find there will be 
time for it somehow ; it will involve sacri
fice, but you would never think of saying, 
" I will serve if it does not cost me any
thing." It will cost you something, but 
the Lord never sends out His servants at 
their own charge. There is always a credit 
balance at that bank, and you can draw 
upon it as much as ever you like ; He will 
see you through. 

Ahab, to whom this allegory had been told, 
went to his house sad and heavy. He was 
going into the grave a miserable, ruined 
man, for he had missed the one thing that 
was entrusted to him. Let us wait upon 
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the Lord for direction as to what He would 
have us to do, and then instead of standing 
at the judgment-seat and saying, " I missed 
the one thing that would have made life 
worth living," the Lord will say, "Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant." 

The third picture is a very serious one, 
for it has regard to fidelity of affection. 
It is the most fearful case of unfaithfulness 
in the whole of scripture—probably in the 
history of time. It presents a man who was 
a traitor to the Son of God—a man who 
could betray his Master with a kiss. The 
word "k i ss" which is used here, means in 
the original to kiss caressingly. He 
pretended to love Christ devotedly. The 
Lord spoke to him in one gospel as "My 
friend." There was no unfaithfulness in 
the Lord. His love had never broken down. 
He had given Judas no reason for be
traying Him. On the very night that Judas 
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was about to sell Him to His enemies the 
Lord gave him the place of honour—He 
handed him the sop. 

It is a sad picture ! May it cause us to 
pray that the Lord will keep us loyal to 
Himself. It is very easy to take sides with 
the world ; indeed it is very difficult to 
know just where to stop, for business and 
social life are so intermingled. Many a 
man has been shipwrecked by the love of 
money. It only shews the depravity of 
the human heart if one man could sell the 
Saviour for money. 

On the other hand loyalty is a wonderful 
thought. You look up to heaven by faith, 
and you see Christ ; you look round in the 
world, and you see His name defamed, 
and then you say, "Lord, I desire to be 
true to Thee, until Thou dost come." It 
means going up-stream, but it is worth it. 
Jesus is " the Lord of g lory"; there is no 
one in the universe so deserving of our 
loyalty as Jesus. His name is the sweetest 
name in heaven, or on earth; it has greater 
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power t han any—there is no name like the 
name of Jesus. 

"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear ; 

I t soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear." 

May we be kept loyal to i t ! I t is so 
easy to go with the s t ream of evil, for the 
world has fearful power, and the subtlety 
of the enemy is terrible. Yet Christ is 
wor thy of our fidelity, whatever the 
opposition may be. 

Judas went to his own place. The friends 
of Jesus are going to their own place, to be 
with Him for ever. And so the Lord said 
to those who were loyal, " Y e are they which 
have continued with me in my tempta 
t ions ." But you say, The disciples fled 
when Jesus was t a k e n ! They did flee, but 
they came back. They were there in the 
evening of His resurrection day. They 
loved Him, and they continued with Him. 
We have often failed, but we would like it 
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to be recognised in heaven that in spite 
of our failings our hearts beat loyal to 
Jesus, and we desire to be loyal to Him. 

Now let us consider fidelity in testi
mony. Things are not going to get better 
outwardly. According to the scriptures 
they will get worse and worse, and those 
of us who have watched the course of events, 
for say twenty years, can see that the 
description of the last days, as seen in 
Timothy, has been fulfilled to the very 
letter ; evil men and seducers have waxed 
worse and worse. Perilous times have 
come ; men are lovers of their own selves ; 
men are seekers after pleasure rather then 
God. Is it not all true—every word of it ? 
When you go out of this meeting to-night 
you will see long queues waiting to go into 
the picture houses—they are lovers of 
pleasure. If this city is like others, you will see 
hundreds of people on Sunday evenings pour
ing into these places of amusement and a 
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small handful coming in to the gospel 
meeting. We are in the last days. "Having 
a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof : from such turn away." 

Now Demas, though possibly a believer, 
forsook Paul. Not because there was any
thing wrong with Paul, but because Demas 
loved this present world. Is there a believer 
here who is secretly cherishing a deter
mination to have his or her fling in the 
world ? Many young believers have gone 
on outwardly in conformity to their parents' 
wishes until a moment has come when they 
have given themselves wholly to the world, 
and have made shipwreck. Is not Christ 
more to us than the world can ever be ? 
Can the pictures display to our minds any
thing more glorious, more wonderful, than 
the glories of the Son of God ? Can the 
wireless bring to our ears anything more 
entrancing than the music of heaven ? 

The Lord would allure us to brighter 
things above ; He would not force us to 
anything, but He would allure us to Himself. 
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There is not a brother or sister here who, but 
for the power of the love of Christ, would 
not have been an out-and-out worldling. 
If we have been kept at all it is only the 
Lord's love that has kept us. May the 
Lord grant that we may be kept near to 
Himself, so that in fidelity to the testimony 
of God we may live as far away from the 
world as possible. The apostle looked round, 
and said, "All have forsaken me." The 
scripture does not say that Demas lost his 
soul, but he lost his life, and made ship
wreck. But then Paul had Luke, for he 
says, "Only Luke is with me." What a 
comfort the beloved physician must have 
been to Paul! Think what a real comfort 
you can be to your brethren if you are, as 
Luke was, faithful to the testimony. 

We cannot overestimate the value 
and importance of whole-hearted fidelity 
of remembrance, of service, of affection, 
and of testimony. May the Lord help us 
to be faithful, loyal, and true to Him, until 
He comes, for His name's sake. 





Partnership. 
THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

M Y desire is to express a few thoughts as 
to partnership, and to call your attention 
to the ten companions or partners of 
Paul that are mentioned in this epistle. 
Each one had an individual characteristic, 
and contributed to the welfare of the 
saints, to the encouragement of the apostle, 
and to the work of God on earth in the 
moment in which they lived. Wf are 
encouraged that we are together to-day as 
Paul's companions, for the generation of 
partners did not die with those mentioned 
in the epistle, but has been continued to 
the present moment. We are partners in 
the wonderful fellowship of God's Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, and we are found 
together as those who have been brought 
into the light of it, and have desires to be 
so practically. 

A partner is one who is prepared to put 
his capital into the concern and devote 
himself to the matters that are involved 
in the partnership. In the things of God, 



82 "THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST" 

however, nothing less than wholehearted 
partnership is desired. You may have 
shares in a commercial concern and be 
inactive, but it is the thought of God we 
should be devoted as active partners in 
this fellowship. Just as there were a number 
of partners in the epistle, and they are 
recorded by the Spirit of God for our 
encouragement, so there are to-day various 
partners and spheres into which they are 
called by our God. Whatever part we may 
have, however small it may be, if we are 
prepared to invest our capital in it, we shall 
find it will yield the highest rate of interest— 
"manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world to come life everlasting." 

May I appeal to the young men and 
women who have not yet positively com
mitted themselves to this fellowship, to 
invest their capital in this holy concern ? 
We would assure them that the Lord is 
waiting for them to devote themselves 
with their capital—life, soul, heart and 
service—as a willing offering laid upon the 
altar, to be available for God. " I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the compassion 
of God, to present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your intelligent service." That is the 
beginning of fellowship—a person moved 
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by the love of Christ, recognising the 
partnership according to God, ready to 
put himself at God's disposal for the benefit 
and welfare of those who are his partners. 
What a grand start it would be in your 
history if you threw your lot whole
heartedly into this interest, prepared to be 
available to the Lord for the rest of your life 
here, for His glory, and for the furtherance 
of His work. 

From that standpoint we may seek grace 
profitably to consider the partners men
tioned in this epistle. It is a letter written 
by the aged apostle, moved with love 
concerning the young convert who had been 
blessed in Paul's bonds. Onesimus had 
become profitable, and the epistle is con
cerning this man, who had been the subject 
of divine workmanship. The apostle takes 
this occasion to review the practical out
look at the moment in which he lived. 
He begins by referring to Timothy, the 
brother, for there is need that there should 
be more men like Timothy. He was a re
markable young man, though had we 
selected the most suitable partner for Paul 
we might not have chosen Timothy for his 
natural qualities. Naturally he was timid, 
but when he comes under the power of God, 
the influence of the Apostle Paul, and has 
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learnt the love of Christ, he develops as a 
man of God. We love to welcome as partners 
those who have grown in spiritual power 
from children to men of God. Timothy's 
development from childhood to manhood 
was an eventful one, as traced in the 
Second Epistle to Timothy. He is first a 
man of faith ; he then becomes a soldier 
and a workman, a man not afraid of hard 
work in the Lord's interests or of expending 
his energy in the Lord's service ; then he 
develops into a servant of the Lord, not 
striving, but instructing those that oppose 
themselves. Finally, he is referred to as 
a man of God. 

The holy scriptures that he has known 
from his childhood are given in order that 
he may be fully fitted. The apostle reminds 
him of the fourfold value of the scriptures. 
"Every scripture is divinely inspired, and 
profitable for teaching, for conviction, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous
ness." 

We need divine teaching from the holy 
scriptures. Every one should make a point 
of getting this. However many books we 
may read or Bible readings are attended, 
let us see that our education from the 
scriptures themselves by the Holy Spirit 
is not neglected. While we value ministry, 
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nothing is intended to take the place of the 
teaching of the holy scriptures to our own 
souls. We are able to use with confidence 
that which we get by the Spirit directly 
from the scriptures. 

The scriptures are profitable, too, for 
conviction. Masses around us lack convic
tion. They are not even sure that the 
scriptures are inspired. Even many pro
fessing believers have not conviction, for 
they do not read the scriptures for them
selves. If the word was read in dependence 
upon God, there would not be so many 
misgivings, or so many "unbelieving" 
believers. When we speak, we should 
speak with assurance as having the word of 
God as our authority. 

The scriptures are also for correction. 
Dare any of us say we do not need adjust
ment ? We find that we have often to 
have our minds entirely corrected from 
human or sentimental thoughts. The 
holy scriptures will adjust these, for God 
has given us His thoughts, not our own. 
He has said, "My thoughts are not your 
thoughts." 

Lastly, the scriptures are said to be for 
instruction in righteousness. The very 
foundation of Christianity is righteousness, 
and if we are not instructed in this, the whole 
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structure in our souls falls to the ground. 
We may have a great grasp of the truth 
mentally, but if our life will not stand the 
test of practical righteousness we shall not 
have spiritual power. Job asked, "Where 
shall wisdom be found ? and where is the 
place of understanding ? " and he heard 
God's reply, "Behold, the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom ; and to depart from 
evil is understanding." (Job xxviii. 28.) 
We need to be reminded that practical 
righteousness and departure from evil are 
the very foundations of Christian testi
mony, and it should govern our relations 
Godward, our dealings with one another, 
as well as our home and business lives. 

Let us now consider these partners. We 
have referred to TIMOTHY, a young man 
fitted by the holy scriptures and by God's 
work in him to step forward. What a great 
day in his life it was when, filled with joy, 
he stood up with Paul and Silvanus and 
preached Jesus, the Son of God. Have you 
ever aspired to preach Jesus the Son of 
God in a day of conflict and perplexity ? 
Such was this partner of the apostle, though 
Timothy was not an apostle. Had he been 
one, we might have said that his service 
was apostolic and therefore it is not possible 
to be like him. But he was just a young 
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believer with an opened ear and a devoted 
life, prepared to suffer for Christ's sake and 
to be the companion of Pau l ; a partner, 
and a contributor to the service of God. 

The next partner is PHILEMON. We 
have only to read the story, and learn the 
way the apostle had confidence in the 
obedience of Philemon, to value him. Many 
of us come from small meetings, where to 
be a partner means that a large share of 
burden has to be carried, and it is no easy 
matter to have a large share in the holy 
things of God. We may be encouraged to 
remember Philemon. The assembly where 
he lived was so small it could be held in 
his house. Paul was writing to brethren 
who felt how small and few they were. 
Paul could trust this brother. " I f thou 
count me therefore a partner, receive him 
as myself." It was as though he said, " I 
want to put my wealth into your business. 
I have been serving the Lord and He has 
blessed Onesimus through me. He would 
have been useful to me, but he was your 
slave and ran away from you, so I have 
sent him back to you." Thus Paul was 
true to the partnership. 

But partners will frequently have to face 
difficult problems, and Philemon found he 
had one. Onesimus came to his door and 
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he faces the man he had doubtless hoped 
never to see again : now he suddenly 
appears with a letter from the Apostle 
Paul. As Philemon reads that letter, how
ever, he finds that the runaway slave is 
now a brother beloved. Will he reinstate 
him as a slave ? No ; for ONESIMUS is a 
partner now, and Philemon receives him 
as a brother. The very next Lord's day 
morning as the assembly came together in 
the house, Philemon and Onesimus would 
sit down together at the Lord's supper as 
brethren. How wonderful God is and how 
marvellous are His ways to produce such 
results ! Philemon did not do this reluc
tantly, for Onesimus is now a brother 
beloved, and he is a partner who brings in 
the wealth of one who has tasted the love 
of Christ. He has been under the influence 
of the apostle. What a partnership ! Do 
we know much of it ? The kind of welcome 
we give our brethren is an indication of 
how we value it. 

I t is encouraging that the next partner 
who is mentioned is a sister—APPHIA. It 
does not say who she is, but it does encourage 
us that the sisters are partners as well as 
brothers. Paul thus indicates that the 
sisters come into the circle of divine in
terest. If you search the hymn-book you 
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will find that many excellent hymns have 
been contributed by sisters. The influence 
of a spiritual sister can be carried through 
many years, and be used of God for the 
encouragement, welfare, and blessing of 
His people. They are important partners 
in the things of God. Many small meetings 
in much weakness have been carried through 
by their fidelity and godliness. They are the 
support of the testimony in their prayers 
and affections. You can understand how 
it is that the Lord is pleased to come in 
and give grace and blessing when there are 
such supporting the work. Let us thank 
God for the prayers and partnership of the 
sisters. 

Now as to ARCHIPPUS. He is referred 
to as a fellowsoldier, and as such is a most 
interesting man. He reminds us of the 
three Hebrew children. We can under
stand their feelings when they stood against 
Nebuchadnezzar, who was one of the fiercest 
monarchs the world had ever known, and 
as they had to face the burning fiery 
furnace. Do you not think that each 
would be most thankful for the other two ? 
What encouragement there was as he 
found he had two companions to stand or 
fall with him. It is a great thing to be a 
soldier. We trust that the Lord may raise 
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up the young men of spiritual power with 
definite spiritual ability to stand and face 
the foe. 

Something had happened to Archippus 
which is not recorded ; for the apostle 
wrote, "Say unto Archippus, Take heed to 
the ministry which thou hast received in 
the Lord, that thou fulfil it ." Has not 
the Lord had to say that to us ? To fufil 
our service will cross our natural desires 
and involve sacrifice. It may be we would 
rather rest and have an easy life, but are 
we fulfilling the ministry we have received 
in the Lord ? Do not surrender to your 
inclinations, but " take heed to the minis
try." The Lord has a service for both 
brothers and sisters to fulfil. Have you 
found what yours is ? Do you know the 
ministry which the Lord has entrusted to 
you ? If not, ask Him, "Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? " and when you have 
learnt it, do it. It is the partners who 
are fulfilling the ministry that count to
day. We know if it is possible that they 
will be present at the meetings and willing 
to do that which God would have them do. 
We desire and pray that it will please the 
Lord that there may be men of God de
veloped in these last days who are taking 
i.eed to their ministry that they fulfil it. 
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At the close of the epistle the name of 
another partner is mentioned. "There 
salute thee EPAPHRAS, my fellowprisoner 
in Christ Jesus." This recalls what is said 
of this valuable brother in Colossians iv. 12. 
"Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant 
of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring 
fervently for you in prayers, that ye may 
stand perfect and complete in all the will 
of God." 

It is most encouraging that there are 
fellowprisoners, who share the restrictions 
that are the results of faithfulness to Christ. 
It may be some one is saying, " If I were 
to be devoted to the Lord and enter into 
this partnership practically, it would mean 
a restricted life." But would you not be 
prepared for this if it were the will of 
God ? Are you not prepared to be in any 
sense a prisoner of the Lord ? Are you not 
willing to do His will and to go His way 
instead of your own ? For this is what it 
means to-day to be a prisoner of the Lord. 
You will not, however, feel that it is an 
irksome restriction, but you will say, " Lord, 
I thank Thee for this path." Some of us 
had the joy of seeing one who for many 
years had been bedridden as one of the 
Lord's prisoners ; yet her spirit roamed all 
over the world. She spoke of the brethren 
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in Australia and elsewhere as though she 
knew them, and as if she was in touch with 
all the Lord's people on earth, though she 
was a prisoner. We shall accept the limi
tations the Lord puts upon our life if we 
are prisoners of the Lord. 

We should covet to be like Epaphras. 
He wanted to see the saints perfect and 
complete, developed and spiritually mature. 
That is the kind of partner we value. 
When we follow the history of a young 
believer and observe his prosperity, it is 
very cheering to learn that he has been the 
subject of earnest prayer, and that it is 
the divine answer to some one who has 
been combating earnestly in prayer for 
him. We value the brothers and sisters 
who are prepared to labour in prayers to
day that we may be perfect and complete 
in all the will of God. 

Finally, the apostle mentions four fellow-
labourers—partners in the work. There is 
work to-day for those who are prepared to 
serve and labour in service. When the 
Lord looked out on the harvest-field, He 
did not exhort them to pray for eloquent 
preachers, but said, "Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest"—servants 
prepared to do some hard work in God's 
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service. The apostle knew these four who 
had laboured with him as partners in the 
service. 

May I here suggest that if we ever feel 
weary in the labour of the Lord's service, 
we can find a valuable tonic by reading the 
account of the apostle's sufferings in 2 
Corinthians xi. These will cause us to 
realise that we have scarcely begun to know 
what suffering is. 

In verse 24 MARK is mentioned. He 
started well as the servant of the apostle, 
but he had not gone very far before he 
found the path too difficult and the work 
too heavy. He went back, and for a time 
fell out of the service, but there came a 
moment when the apostle could say, "he is 
profitable to me for the ministry." How 
encouraging it is that Paul could now count 
him as a partner. The year of release had 
come : Mark was free and could be reckoned 
as one of Paul's partners. If we are honest 
before God, we must acknowledge that each 
one of us is a recovered person. There may 
have been a lapse known only to the Lord, 
but we each have to acknowledge that our 
history is very like that of Mark. 

The next partner is ARISTARCHUS. He 
was in some of the most terrible experiences 
of the apostle's history. When the apostle 
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was in danger of being torn to pieces at 
Ephesus, Aristarchus was there, and he 
was Paul's companion in his memorable 
journey to Rome, and sharer of his suf
ferings. Are we prepared to take our 
share in suffering ? There is nothing that 
endears the brethren to our hearts more 
than the way in which they take their 
share of suffering. We thank God for men 
like Aristarchus who are prepared to go 
through trials with their brethren and are 
able to comfort them. 

Then he mentions DEMAS, who was 
evidently a valuable brother at one time. 
He had been an asset to the testimony, 
but, alas ! there came a moment in his 
history when he forsook the apostle, "having 
loved this present world." May we heed 
the word of warning, "Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world ; 
for if any man love the world the love of 
the Father is not in him." We cannot have 
the love of the world and the love of the 
Father at one and the same moment. If 
we love the world we shall pass out of the 
living testimony, and instead of being a 
partner for support we shall bring dishonour 
vpon the name of the One we love. 

Lastly, we have the tenth partner, LUKE, 

the beloved physician. We may well pray 
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that the Lord will raise up men like Luke, 
who carry with them the balm of Gilead, 
who can pour in oil and wine, and can 
effect healing. May we have the spirit of 
healing and thus be partners able to effect 
recovery of those who may have been 
estranged for years. This great service 
is open to brothers and sisters, and the 
Lord would entrust to each of us a share 
in this holy partnership. There is a good 
deal of trouble and difficulty about, but it 
may be the means the Lord will use to reach 
His own end, while it gives opportunity 
for the display of healing grace. 

May there be more of the true spirit of 
partnership manifested by us, for the glory 
of God, for the prosperity of the people of 
God and for the furtherance of the work of 
the gospel. 





" IN THE BEGINNING." 
(GEN. I . ; I I . 1-3.) 

SOME of the most remarkable evidences that 
the scriptures are inspired of God are afforded 
by the golden threads that run through from 
beginning to end. There is no need to look 
outside the scriptures themselves for the evi
dence that they are God's word ; they speak 
for themselves. Just as the sun in the heavens 
speaks for itself, so the scriptures affirm un
deniably that they are the word of the living 
God. No one but God Himself could have 
conceived such a marvellous assemblage of 
thoughts ; no human mind could have in
vented them ; they are the thoughts of God, 
and they carry the divine impress from the 
very beginning of Genesis to the end of Reve
lation. 

I would at the outset encourage every one 
to read the scriptures from that standpoint, 
having in mind the fact that they are all 
divinely inspired and that in them God has 
been pleased to unfold all His own thoughts. 
God begins with a thought and He carries it 
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through to the end, causing it to recur in 
various places in scripture; and He finishes 
with the full development of that thought, in 
all its magnificence. 

Genesis i. is absolutely true, despite all that 
the modernists and infidels may say. I t is the 
divinely inspired description of the work of 
God, and it carries with it a two-fold meaning. 
It unfolds to us the operations of God by which 
He put the material creation in order, so that, 
in its present form, it should be the dwelling-
place of man. But it also conveys to us in a 
most marvellous way, in principle, the unfolding 
of the operations of God to bring about a 
spiritual universe. The lessons of Genesis i. 
are in the seed—for Genesis is the great seed-
plot of the holy scriptures—and their full 
development is found at the end of the Bible. 

I t is well to compare the beginning of the 
holy scriptures with the end ; for the great 
theme of holy scripture is Christ. Even as we 
have Christ written marvellously on the first 
page of scripture, so w t find Christ shining 
gloriously on the last ; and throughout— 
whatever theme may be handled by the divine 
pen, whatever subject the Spirit of God may 
engage upon—Christ is written everywhere. 
We would desire that we might have our 
eyes open, spiritually, to discern what God has 
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to say concerning His beloved Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as we read the scriptures. 

I would now make a few remarks upon the 
seven days that are recorded in Genesis i. and 
ii., not to expound them literally—for they 
are obvious to every one—but to suggest that 
there are in them great outstanding principles 
which will be seen fully developed in the 
coming world of glory, yet which are already 
enjoyed, by the power of the Spirit, in God's 
Assembly. The youngest believer should not 
shrink from the thought of God's Assembly as 
though it were too advanced, but, being of it, 
should look upon it with exceeding interest, 
with the possibility of having an intelligent 
part in this, the most august company that 
has ever been on earth. It is ours to enjoy 
in that circle the love of Christ as the great 
Head of the church, and the love of the 
brethren ; and to be found nourished, developed 
and cherished in that holy atmosphere, so 
that there might be fruit borne for God. 

The first verse of the Book of Genesis stands 
entirely alone ! I t is a statement of that 
which took place in the beginning. There is 
no record of the period immediately following 
it. No one knows what intervened between 
the first and second verses of the first chapter 
of Genesis. I say this for any who may be 
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distressed or disturbed by the unproved theories 
of some scientific men in their efforts to get 
rid of God and His word. Whatever length 
of time the geologist may claim, whatever 
period he may need to explain his discoveries 
(in so far as they may be true), he will find 
sufficient space for it between the first and 
second verses of Genesis i. 

" I n the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth." That is a positive and definite 
statement. It brings my soul into the presence 
of a Creator-God. I bow before Him ; I 
look around on His creation, I see evidences 
of His eternal power and Godhead, and I am 
left without excuse. 

I cannot plead that certain men have 
brought forward theories contrary to this 
scripture. The first verse of Genesis i. stands 
in its marvellous dignity : " I n the beginning 
G O D created the heaven and the earth." My 
soul accepts it, for "by faith we apprehend 
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 
so that that which is seen should not take its 
origin from things which appear," and "with
out faith it is impossible to please him." (Heb. 
xi.) I am bowed in holy adoration before a 
holy God, the Creator of the heavens and 
earth. I see there a Being whose power is 
infinite, who is wondrous in word, and of 
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whom it is said, " He spake and it was done ; 
he commanded and it stood fast." Thus my 
soul by faith accepts the word of the living 
God. Men may say what they will, yet we 
say with the apostle, "Yea, let God be true, 
but every man a liar." 

By faith we enter the portals of holy scrip
ture and our souls are deeply solemnised and 
impressed by the greatness of God. Then the 
Spirit of God leads our wondering souls step 
by step, as He unfolds the marvellous activities 
of the Creator-God. It may be—we know not— 
that millions of years intervened between the 
time when God called the universe into being, 
and the time of which it is recorded that " the 
earth was without form and void," for it is 
also said, "no t as waste did he create it : he 
formed it to be inhabited." (Isa. xlv. 18, 
New Trans.) 

"And the earth was without form and void 
[waste]." This is not only a statement of a 
fact as to the earth, it is also suggestive of the 
state of man away from God : chaos, darkness 
and ruin. There was God's creation, needing 
God's own intervention to put it in order. 
What a figure of man's state ! If there should 
be one here who knows not God, may I say 
that these words exactly describe your spiritual 
condition—"without God, and without hope." 
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But our scripture opens up a wondrous hope, 
for it records that the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. Notice that the 
first movement was with God, as it must ever 
be. I t bows our souls in adoration again as 
we think of God coming in and intervening 
by His own power, by His Spirit, that there 
should be brought into being a world in which 
He could set His creature man, and find His 
pleasure in him. 

On the FIRST day the word was spoken— 
the first recorded utterance of the great, 
eternal God—"Let there be light"—and there 
was 

LIGHT. 

I am filled with wonder as I consider the 
majesty of God, introducing to us a sphere of 
light. Thank God for the light ! What does it 
convey to me ? Not only a past creatorial act 
—wonderful as that was—but that there should 
be a revelation of God ; that He should be 
known ; and that we should be brought out 
of darkness into His most marvellous light. 
The first day stands out in all its majesty as 
the day in which God said, "Le t there be 
light." And there was light. So your first 
day and mine, beloved fellow-believer, in the 
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spiritual history of our souls, was when God 
said, "Let there be light." God moved by 
His Spirit in our hearts ; His voice was heard ; 
there was light and we rejoice in it. Now we 
can say, "God is in the light." 

But you may say, I see around on every hand 
chaos, confusion, and spiritual darkness. But 
to learn God's answer to that you must follow 
the leading of the Holy Spirit of God. He will 
lead you into God's Assembly, to that company 
where the Spirit of God is free, where the light 
of the revelation of God is known, and where 
your soul will enjoy the light that God has 
made to shine out of darkness. We wait for 
the coming day, when the darkness will flee 
away, but even now we are brought into a 
realm of light. "God is light, and in him is 
no darkness at all." Believers in the Lord 
Jesus are not groping their way to heaven in 
the darkness ; they are not pursuing an 
unseen path in darkness that can be felt ; 
they are walking in the light as children of 
light. They know the light of God revealed 
in Jesus. He has said, "Let there be light," 
and their dark hearts have been illumined with 
a light from heaven. This is the first day—a 
glorious day for our hearts—when the light of 
God shines into them and we discover that 
"God is love." 
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Then God pursues His activities on the 
SECOND day, bringing in the firmament. The 
waters are divided—the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters which 
were above—and there is an 

EXPANSE. 

For the first time there comes in an expanse, 
in which men can breathe, where life can be 
enjoyed, and where those who shall be brought 
into that expanse can be on earth under the 
influence of heaven. Marvellous thought ! 
Think of a people on earth to-day, spoken of 
in scripture as the Assembly of the living God, 
breathing the atmosphere of heaven, liberated 
in their spirits to enter into all the joy that 
belongs to that holy, heavenly place. That 
is the glorious result of being a Christian. A 
Christian is one who, though he be on earth, 
can enjoy the influence of heaven ; he is not 
only in the light of God, but he can breathe 
that heavenly atmosphere. 

God saw the need of an expanse—that there 
should be a people on earth who are not 
breathing the foul atmosphere that is the 
result of the presence of sin, death and Satan, 
but who are breathing the breath of heaven. 
We know what a relief it is to leave the 
atmosphere which we have to breathe as we 
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move about among men, and to come with 
joy into the circle where Jesus is loved, where 
the light of God is known, where the Spirit of 
God is in control, and where we can enjoy that 
holy atmosphere of divine love, and praise and 
bless God together. 

The THIRD day answers to the day of resur
rection. I t is the triumph of God that out of 
the chaos He has caused dry land to appear, 
so that a solid foundation is formed upon which 
we can stand for all eternity. Our souls are 
on "dry l and" when we can say, "being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

It is on this dry land that the fruit-tree 
yielding 

FRUIT 

after his kind was formed ; thus introducing 
into scripture the thought of fruit, which is 
for God. It is due to Him that fruit should be 
produced which should give Him pleasure ; 
for we should ever remember that the redeemed 
company say, " T h o u hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created." 
It is thus seen that all that will yield glory to 
God and blessing to man is based on the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence the third day is of great importance, 
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for the foundation is laid of all that is sub
sequently developed. 

Fruit in perfection was seen in the life of 
Jesus. Of Him it was said in the first psalm, 
"He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season ; his leaf also shall not wither ; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 

Then at the close of the Book of Revelation 
there is "the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month." Thus there is fruit for God from the 
first even to the last page of scripture. 

Now the FOURTH day introduces us to the 
thought of 

TESTIMONY. 

On this, the first .page of scripture, God has 
joined together two great thoughts : fruit and 
testimony. We find as we follow these two 
golden threads through scripture that they 
constantly recur together, for scripture is 
perfect in its balance ; and God loves a just 
balance. Hence there is fruit for God and 
testimony as to God going out manward. It 
is the third day in which fruit is introduced 
and the fourth day when testimony is borne. 

Even as it is necessary that God should have 
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fruit for Himself, so it is due to Him that 
there should be adequate testimony to His 
eternal power and Godhead ; to the deity of 
Christ—who is over all, God blessed for ever
more : He is " T h e Word"—He is "God 
manifest in flesh." 

An incident is found in history that may 
serve to illustrate this. A Jewish Rabbi was 
before an emperor, speaking to him of the 
greatness of God, and of His eternal might 
and glory. The heathen emperor was unable 
to grasp the thoughts that were being pre
sented, and in his folly and ignorance, he 
said to the Rabbi, "Shew me your God." 
The Rabbi said, "God is so great and so 
glorious that no eye can see Him ; no man 
hath seen God. But, your majesty, if you will 
come outside, I will shew you one of His 
ambassadors." The emperor consented. I t 
was mid-day. The Rabbi, pointing to the sun 
in the heavens, said, "Your majesty, look at 
yonder sun ; gaze upon it—it is God's am
bassador." " I cannot," said the emperor, 
" I cannot bear the light of the sun ; it is too 
brilliant." The Rabbi answered, " I f you 
cannot bear the light of the glory of one of 
His ambassadors, how can you expect to 
behold His majesty and glory ? " And he was 
right ! God has not left Himself without a 
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witness. The sun in the heavens is a witness 
to God's eternal power and Godhead, and 
amidst the terrible development of infidelity 
and modernism it shines day by day, telling 
of the majesty, glory and greatness of God. 

But this is not all the sun has to say to us ! 
It is not only a witness to creative power. 
As I see the sun rising in the morning I think of 
that glorious day, soon to come, when will " the 
Sun of righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings." As I see the sun in his meridian 
brightness in the heavens I think of the glory 
which God has given to Christ—the glorious 
Son of the Father's love, crowned with glory 
and honour in the Majesty in the heavens, 
and I say in my soul, "How rightly crowned is 
Jesus ! " When I see the sun setting in the 
west, leaving the world in darkness, it brings 
home the thought of that solemn day when 
the blessed One who once said, " I am the 
light of the world," was refused and crucified ; 
and I think of His going down to death at 
Calvary's cross. The last sight which the 
world had of Jesus was when He hung there. 
The sun set then, but we have to tread the 
daily path through the world out of which 
Jesus has been cast, and we find it a world of 
confusion and darkness ; it is night ! Jesus 
is not loved there ; He is not honoured nor 
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owned, but is there no light ? Yes ; for God 
made the lesser light to rule the night. This 
teaches us that God's Assembly is here on 
earth during the night that Jesus is away. 

God has set these object-lessons before our 
eyes that we may be constantly reminded of 
Jesus and learn our part in the shining during 
His absence. 

The moon has no light of her own, but as 
she moves round the earth with the sun shining 
upon her, she reflects some of its light on to 
the earth during the night. Astronomers tell 
us that it is a very small proportion of the 
sun's light that is reflected, yet how valuable 
it is to the dark earth ! 

The sun set upon this world when Jesus, 
the light of the world, went into death, and 
the world was left in spiritual darkness. But 
God has left those who compose His Assembly 
here—as those who know and love Christ—to 
pursue their orbit with their faces toward 
heaven and Christ's glory shining upon them. 
Then as they move among men the heavenly 
light is reflected so that the inquiry is made, 
"Who are these people ! " The early believers 
were asked who they were, and because they 
would not give themselves a name the world 
coined a name and gave it them, calling them 
Christians—those who are Christ-like. Would 
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that we deserved that name on account of 
the light of Christ shining in our lives ! Thus 
while Christ is away, there will be a living 
testimony to the glory of that ascended One, 
as He sits there at God's right hand, as some 
reflection of His glory is seen during this 
dark night. 

It may be truly said that we are unable to 
find the Assembly to-day in its completeness: 
but when the true heart longs for a circle where 
Jesus is adored, and His name reverenced, the 
Spirit of God will lead it to those who are of 
and who walk according to the principles of 
that Assembly ; who gather together to re
member Him, to praise Him, and to be here 
in the testimony for Him. Such an one will 
gladly walk with them, remembering the Lord 
and praising Him ; ready to stand shoulder to 
shoulder in testimony with them, as sharing 
the reproach of Christ. 

You may have observed the word "rule," 
and say, " I did not think we were brought 
into a legal system." Nor are we, thank God ! 
But God's people are not left here in disorder ; 
they are a people controlled, held, and ordered 
by His beloved Son. If you have any part in 
God's Assembly you will find that when any 
difficulty arises it is referred to the Lord, for 
He only can give an answer to every question. 
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If it is a question as to whether we should do 
this or that, we also go to the Lord and we 
ask Him to give us light and guidance. We 
come under a blessed, heavenly rule. I would 
say to young believers, Do not shrink from 
coming under this rule or from being ordered 
by the blessed Son of God. His is the only 
kingdom in the universe that is governed by 
love ; men's kingdoms are governed by fear. 
But no one objects to being ruled by love. If 
we find a home where the children are ruled 
by love, we say, "Happy children ! " It 
is different from a house that is ruled by 
fear. So too, when we find a company of 
God's people ruled by love, we say, "Happy 
people ! " 

There is no hardship ; it is not irksome to be 
one of the people of God. Blessed, holy, happy 
liberty belongs to them during the Lord's 
absence. Men have to control other men by 
fear, and rules and laws hold lawlessness in 
check as far as possible, though even then the 
leaders often have to acknowledge that they 
cannot control their followers. But God's 
people are held captive by the chains of divine 
love ; and governed by their appreciation of 
Christ and their love to Him, they find the 
most delightful liberty in walking in subjection 
to the Lord and to one another in the fear of 
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God. Ask any of the older ones with years of 
experience, and they will tell you that in the 
measure in which they have walked in sub
jection to Christ, in that measure they have 
enjoyed blessed liberty. 

It also says that God set these "two great 
lights . . . to divide the light from the dark
ness." A very important principle ! Have you 
faced that, dear young believer ? Do you 
think you can walk in the light on Sundays, 
and in the darkness on Mondays ? It cannot 
be ! Do you think you can be linked with 
Christ, and happily walk with Him, and yet 
be linked with the world ? It cannot be ! 
"Be ye not unequally yoked together with un
believers : for what fellowship hath righteous
ness with unrighteousness ? and what com
munion hath light with darkness ? " (2 Cor. 
vi. 14.) It must be one thing or the other ! 
God has divided the light from the darkness, 
and it is for you to follow the light and refuse 
the darkness, departing from iniquity ; other
wise you will find yourself plunging into the 
darkness deeper and deeper ; and there will 
then be no testimony to Him from you. The 
fourth day is the day of testimony, and God's 
Assembly has been left here "to give light 
upon the earth, and to rule over . . . the 
night, and to divide the light from the darkness." 
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How marvellous that there is on earth to-day 
a company yielding fruit for God and bearing 
testimony to men, so that God may now be 
known ! How are men to know God ? There 
are no resources in the scientific world by 
which man can by research find out God. 
How, then, shall man know God ? The answer 
is this : " T h e only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him." (John i. 18.) Now if the world is to 
have a testimony as to God, it must be through 
those who know God's only begotten Son. 
This is the way in which the Apostle Paul 
puts i t—"Do all things without murmurings 
and reasonings, that ye may be harmless and 
simple, irreproachable children of God in the 
midst of a crooked and perverted generation ; 
among whom ye appear as lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of life." (Phil. ii. 
14-16, New Trans.) May I appeal to the young 
men and women ? Is that not an object worth 
living for ? Do you not feel glad that you were 
born when you realise that God, in His grace 
and mercy, has blessed you and left you here 
for the two-fold purpose of bearing fruit for 
God and holding forth the word of life ? If 
you had ever tasted the joy of bringing one 
soul to Jesus, you would say, "Life is worth 
living ! " The newspapers are frequently 
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raising the question, "Is life worth living?" 
Life is worth living when it is a life that is 
bearing fruit for God and testimony to men. 

Then it is said, "He made the stars also." 
Take the first opportunity to look up at the 
stars, and say to yourself, "God made them." 
God made them by His own power, by His 
own word. But say also, "One star differeth 
from another star in glory." (i Cor. xv. 41.) 
You will see Sirius there—a star of the first 
magnitude—with its great brilliance; and 
very close to Sirius you may see a little star 
that can scarcely be discerned. Now look 
around on your fellow-believers, and you will 
see various measures of spiritual develop
ment, of apprehension of Christ; you will 
see that "One star differeth from another star 
in glory." But they are all stars, and they are 
all shining in the night ; they are light in a 
dark place ; they tell of the handiwork of 
God. It is a joy to look upon you as some of the 
stars that God has made. God has wrought by 
His own power in your souls ; He has left you 
here to shine as lights in the world. 

Even little ones can shine as the stars, as 
the precious jewels of Jesus. Dear young friend, 
do you know Jesus for yourself? Are these 
things so many words and phrases to you, or 
do you know the Lord Jesus—the Lord of 
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glory—as your own personal Saviour and 
Friend ? If you were suddenly cut off, would 
there be no question in the minds of your 
parents and friends as to whether you loved 
Jesus. Do not let this opportunity pass without 
telling them of the Saviour you have found, 
and you will be as one of those stars, shining 
in the night of the absence of Christ, that 
others may enjoy the blessedness of knowing 
Jesus as their Saviour too. Remember the 
words of scripture, " A little child shall lead 
them." (Isa. xi. 6.) Many a little child has 
been used of God to bring others to Jesus. I t 
may be that you have been brought to God in 
order to bring others to Him. I was staying 
with a friend of mine who had a little girl of 
thirteen, who came to me saying, " I had the 
joy of leading one of my school-fellows to 
Jesus last week." It was a great secret which 
she told me, but how I enjoyed it. 

Now the FIFTH day brings in 

LIFE. 

Many scientists, alas ! having become infidel 
(not that all are such), are trying to discover 
the origin of life, but God alone is the Author 
of life. No man has ever found out the secret 
of life. You may take an acorn, cut it into a 
thousand pieces, and examine them under the 
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most powerful microscope, but you cannot 
find the germ of life. Yet it is there ! Can you 
explain life ? No ; no one on earth can 
explain it or find it out. Yet it has pleased God 
to indicate that for His pleasure this earth 
should teem with life. When Jesus comes to 
reign, instead of the earth being a scene of 
death it will be full of life, and "everything 
that hath breath shall praise h im" ; as 
Ezekiel prophesied, "everything shall live 
whither the river cometh." God delights in 
life; He is the Originator of i t ; Jesus is 
the Giver of life; the Holy Ghost is the 
Spirit of life ; and Christianity introduces us 
into all that which is living. In the world men 
are dying, and pleasures are fading, but in 
God's Assembly everything is living. God is 
the living God ; Jesus is the living One ; 
believers are living stones ; the word of God 
is living and abiding. How wonderful these 
things are ! Whatever you do, dear young 
believer, do not try to find your home in a 
world of death. Seek and find the world of 
life. To come to Christ does not mean a life 
that is small and cramped, but glory, liberty, 
and eternal blessedness. " I am come," said 
the good Shepherd, "that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abun
dantly." 
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It is wonderful, in this world where death is 
upon everything, to be found in a company 
to which God has made life known, for it is 
His pleasure to have a world of life. We, 
having received the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, are capable of living in that world 
where death can never come. It is indeed a 
glorious thing to be a Christian. 

On the SIXTH day man is created in the 
image of God. Now God is unfolding the 
secrets of His heart. What controversy there 
is to-day as to the origin of man ! Yet the 
truth is that God created 

MAN. 

He is the great masterpiece of the creatorial 
skill and power of God. No creature compared 
with man ever came from His hand. It was 
when man was created that "God saw every
thing that he had made, and behold it was very 
good." He found His pleasure in man. "My 
delights were with the sons of men," was said 
by Wisdom. God made man for His own 
glory and pleasure, that He might have a 
creature in whom He could delight. Consider 
the great skill of the Creator-God in pro
ducing a being who can think and speak ; 
who can receive not only mental but spiritual 
impressions, and respond to them. 
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Even the children when they have a pet 
animal or bird, long that it might speak to 
them. They say, "If only I could understand 
what it is thinking ; if only it could speak to 
me." God desired a creature who could 
receive His love, in whom He could find His 
joy, and from whose heart there might be a 
response to Himself; so He made man ! 
But I need not tell the sad story of how sin 
came in, and how sinful man became a grief 
to the heart of God. It seemed as though God 
had lost everything that He had made for 
His pleasure. But now, having disclosed His 
purpose in Christ, His beloved Son, He has 
made us to know that the coming of Jesus, 
His death and resurrection, have accomplished 
for God that which He ever desired to have. 
Jesus has secured for God a race of redeemed 
men, capable of receiving the love of God and 
responding to it for ever. The Assembly of 
God is composed of those who have been 
brought to know. God, to taste His love, and 
who have been made capable, by the Spirit 
of God, of responding to that love. What a 
marvellous triumph of the redemption work of 
Christ ! Through all eternity we shall share 
the delight of the heart of God, that through 
the death of Jesus He has secured that which 
He lost in the Fall; nay, more than that, 
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He has secured men of a new order, with their 
souls filled by divine love, who will respond 
eternally to the love of God. This is the 
triumph of God, and when it is reached God 
will rest. 

The SEVENTH is the Sabbath, for "God 
ended his work which he had made, and he 
rested." Jesus, the glorified Man, God's 
beloved Son, is now in His presence, and has 
brought the redeemed to God, to share the 
divine joy ; in Him God has found His eternal 

REST. 

And " he will rest in his love " eternally. 
We may well bless and praise God that 

" the secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God : but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children for ever." 


