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THE THREE APPEARINGS. 

(Heb. ix. 24---28.) 

" FOR Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of 

the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God for us: nor yet that He should 
offer Himself often, as the high priest entereth into 
the holy place every year with blood of others; for 
then must He often have suffered since the founda
tion of the world: but now once in the end of the 
ages hath He appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment: so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time apart from sin unto salvation."* 

The foregoing passage sets before us three great 
facts in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
speaks of what we may venture to call three 
distinct appearings, namely, an appearing in the 
past; an appearing in the present; and an 
appearing in the future. He hath appeared in 
this world to do a certain work; H~ doth appear 

*The English reader should be informed that the three 
words which are rendered in the above passage, "appear," 
are not the same in the original Greek ; bnt our object is 
to deal with the facts set forth, rather than with the word~ 
employed. 
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in heaven to carry on a certain ministry; and He 
shall appear in glory. The first is Atonement; 
the second is Advocacy; the third is the Advent. 
And first, then, let us dwell for a few moments on 

THE ATONEMENT, 

which is here presented in its two grand aspects, 
first, God ward ; and secondly, us ward. The apos· 
tie declares that Christ bath appeared "to put 
away sin,·" and also uto bear the sins of many." 
This is a distinction of the utmost importance, 
and one not sufficiently understood or attended to. 
Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of Him· 
self. He has glorified God in reference to the 
question of sin in its very broadest aspect. This 
He has done altogether irrespective of the question 
of persons or the forgiveness of the sins of indivi· 
duals. Even though every soul, from the days of 
Adam down to the very last generation, were to 
reject the proffered mercy of God, yet would it 
hold good that the atoning death of Christ had 
put away sin-had destroyed the power of Satan 
-had perfectly glorified God, and laid the deep 
and solid foundation on which all the divine coun· 

( 
sels and purposes can rest for ever. 

It is to this fact that the Baptist refers in the.'le 
memorable words, " Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world" (John i. 
29). The Lamb of God has wrought a work in 
virtue of which every trace of sin shall be obliter· 
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ated from the creation of God. He has perfectly 
vindicated God in the very midst of a scene in 
which He had been so grossly dishonored, in 
which His character ha·d been traduced and His 
majesty insulted. He came to do this at all cost, 
even at the sacrifice of Himself. He sacrificed 
Himself in order to maintain, in view of heaven, 
earth and hell, the glory of God. He has wrought 
a work by the which God is infinitely more glori
fied than if sin had not entered at all. God shall 
reap a richer harvest by far in the fields of redemp
tion than ever He could have reaped in the fields 
of an unfallen creation. 

It is well that the reader should deeply ponder 
this glorious aspect of the atoning death of Christ. 
We are apt to think that the very highest view we 
can take of the cross is that which involves the 
question of our forgiveness and salvation. ·This 
is a grave mistake. That question is divinely 
settled, as we shall seek to show ; for the less is 
always included in the greater. But let us remem
ber that our side of the atonement is the less, 
God's side of it the greater. It was infinitely 
more important that God should be glorified than 
that we should be saved. Both ends have been 
gained, blessed be God, and gained by one and 
the same work, the precious atonement of Christ; 
but we must never forget that the glory of God is 
of far greater moment than the salvation of men; 
and further, that we ne;er can have so . clear a 
sense of the latter as when we see it flowing from 
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the former. It is when we see that God has been 
perfectly and for ever glorified in the death of 
Christ, that we can really enter into the divine 
perfectness of our salvation. In point of fact, 
both are so intimately bound up together that they 
cannot be separated; but still God's part in the 
Cross of Christ must ever get its own proper pre
eminence. The glory of God was ever uppermost 
in the devoted heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For this He lived, for this He died. He came 
into this world for the express purpose of glorify
ing God, and from this great and holy object He 
never swerved a moment from the manger to the 
cross. True it is-blessedly true-that in carry
ing out this object He has perfectly met our case : 
but the divine glory ruled Him in life and in death. 

Now it is on the ground of atonement, looked 
at in this its higher aspect, that God has been 
dealing with the world in patient grace, mercy and 
forbearance for well nigh six thousand years. He 
sends His rain and His sunbeams upon the evil 
and upon the good, upon the just and the unjust. 
It is in virtue of the atonement of Christ-though 
despised and rejected-that the infidel and the 
atheist live, and enjoy God's daily mercies; yea, 
the very breath that they spend in opposing the 
revelation and denying the existence of God they 
owe to Him in whom they live, move and have 
their being. We speak not here, by any means, 
of the forgiveness of sins, or of the soul's salvation. 
This is another question altogether, and to it we 
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shall refer presently. But, looking at man in 
reference to his life in this world, and looking at 
the world in which he lives, it is the Cross which 
forms the basis of God's merciful dealing with 
both the one and the other. 

Furthermore, it is on the ground of the atone
ment of Christ, in this same aspect of it, that the 
evangelist can go forth "into all the world, and 
preach glad tidings to every creature." He can 
declare the blessed truth that God has been glori
fied as to sin-His claims satisfied-His majesty 
vindicated-His law magnified-His attributes 
harmonized. He can proclaim the precious mess
age that God can now be just and yet the justifier 
of any poor ungodly sinner that believes in Jesus. 
There is no hindrance, no barrier of any kind 
whatsoever. The preacher of the gospel is not to 
be cramped by any dogmas of theology. He has 
to do with the large, loving heart of God, which, 
in virtue of atonement, can flow forth to every 
creature beneath the canopy of heaven. He can 
say to each and to all-and say it without reserve 
-"CoME!" Nay, more, he is bound to "beseech" 
them to come. "We pray you in Christ's stead, 
be ye reconciled to God." Such is the proper 
language of the evangelist, the herald of the cross, 
the ambassador of Christ. He knows no less a 
range than the wide, wide world; and he is called 
to drop his message into the ear of every creature 
under heaven. 

And why? Because "Christ bath put away sin 
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by the sacrifice of Himself." He has, by His most 
precious death, changed completely the ground of 
God's dealings with man and with the world, so 
that, instead of having to deal with them on the 
ground of sin, He can deal on the ground of 
atonement. 

Finally, it is in virtue of the atonement, in this 
broad and lofty aspect, that every vestige of sin, 
and every trace of the serpent shall be obliterated 
from the wide universe of God. Then shall be 
seen the full force of that passage above referred 
to, "The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world." 

Thus much as to what we may call the primary 
aspect of the atoning death of Christ-an aspect 
which cannot be too thoughtfully studied. A clear 
understanding of this weighty point would tend to 
remove a great deal of difficulty and misunder
standing in reference to the full and free preaching 
of the gospel. Many of the Lord's honored ser
vants find themselves hindered in the presentation 
of the glad tidings of salvation, simply because 
they do not see this wide aspect of the atonement. 
They confine the death of Christ merely to its 
bearing upon the sins of God's elect; and they 
therefore deem it wrong to preach the· gospel to all, 
or to invite, yea to beseech and entreat, all to come. 

Now, that Christ did die for the elect, Scripture 
distinctly teaches in manifold places. He died for 
the elect nation of Israel, and for the elect Church 
of God-the bride of Christ. But Scripture leaches 
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more than this. It declares that "He died for all" 
(z Cor. v. 14); that "He tasted death for every 
man" (Heb. ii. 9). There is no need whatever for 
seeking to avoid the plain force and meaning of 
these and kindred statements of inspiration. And 
further, we believe it to be quite wrong to add our 
own words to God's words in order to reconcile 
them with any particular system of doctrine. When 
Scripture affirms that Christ died for all, we have 
no right to add the words, "the elect." And when 
Scripture states that Christ "tasted death for every 
man," we have no right to say, "every elect man." 
It is our place to take God's word as it stands, and 
reverently bow to its authoritative teaching in all 
things. We can no more systematize God's word 
than we can systematize God Himself. His word, 
His heart and His nature, are quite too deep and 
comprehensive to be included within the limits of 
the very broadest and best constructed human sys
tem of theology that was ever framed. We shall, 
ever and anon, be discovering passages of Scripture 
which will not fall in with our system. We must 
remember that God is love; and this love will tell 
itself out to all without limit. True, God has His 
counsels, His purposes and His decrees; but it is 
not these He presents to the poor lost sinner. He 
will instruct and interest His saints about such 
things; but to the guilty, heavy-laden sinner, He 
presents His love, His grace, His mercy, His 
readiness to save, to pardon and to bless. 

And let it be well remembered that the sinner's 
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responsibility flows out of what is revealed, and 
not out of what is secret. God's decrees are secret; 
His nature, His character, Himself is revealed. 
The sinner will not be judged for rejecting what 
he had no means of knowing. "This is the con· 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil" (John iii. 19). 

We are not writing a theological treatise; but 
we do feel it to be a matter of the gravest moment 
to press upon the reader that his responsibility, as 
a sinner, is based upon the fact that the aspect of 
the salvation of God, and of the atonement of 
Christ, is most distinctly and decidedly "unto all..'' 
and not merely to a certain number of the human 
family. The glorious message is sent forth into 
all the world. Every one who hears it is invited 
to come. This is grounded upon the fact that 
Christ has put away sin-that the blood of atone
ment has been carried into the presence of God
that the barrier which sin presented has been flung 
down and abolished, and now the mighty tide of 
divine love can flow freely forth to the very vilest 
of the sons of men. 

Such is the message; and when any one through 
grace believes it he can be further told that not 
only has Christ put away sin, but that also He has 
borne his sins-the actual sins of all His people
of all who believe in His name. The evangelist 
can stand up in the midst of assembled thousands, 
and declare that Christ has put away sin-that 
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God is satisfied-that the way is open for all; and 
he can whisper the same in the ear of each and 
every sinner under heaven. Then,. when any one 
has bo;,ed down to this testimony- when the 
repentant, broken-hearted, self-judged sinner re
ceives the blessed record-he can be further 
taught that h'is sins were all laid on Jesus, all 
borne and for ever put away by Him when He 
died on the cross. 

This is the plain doctrine of Hebrews ix. 26, 28; 
and we have a striking type of it in the two g~?ats 

of Leviticus xvi. If the reader will just turn to 
the passage he will find there, first, the slain goat; 
and secondly, the scape-goat. The blood of the 
slain goat was brought into the sanctuary and 
sprinkled there. This was a type of Christ put
ting away sin. Then the high priest, on behalf 
of the congregation, confessed all their sins upon 
the bead of the scape-goat, and they were borne 
away into a land not inhabited. This was a type 
of Christ bearing the sins of His people. The 
t:wo goats, taken together, give us a full view of 
the atonement of Christ, which, like the righteous
ness of God in Romans iii., is "unto all, and upon 
all them that believe." 

All this is most simple. It removes many 
difficulties out of the way of the earnest seeker 
after peace. These difficulties arise in many cases 
from the conflicting dogmas of theological systems, 
and have no foundation whatever in Holy Scrip
ture. There, all is as plain and as clear as God 
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can make it. Each one who hears the message 
of God's free love is bound, not to say invited, to 
receive it; and judgment will, most assuredly, fall 
upon each and all who refuse or neglect the prof
fered mercy. It is utterly impossible for any one 
who has ever heard the gospel, or ever had the 
New Testament in his hand, to get rid of the 
awful responsibility that rests upon him to accept 
God's salvation. Not a single soul will have to. 
say, I could not believe, because I was not one 
of the elect, and did not get power to believe. 
No one will ever dare to say or even to think this. 
If any could take such ground, then where were 
the force or the meaning of the following burning 
words?-" The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with the angels of His power, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (2 Thess. i. 7, 8). Will any one ever 
l:le punished for not obeying the gospel if he is 
not responsibl-e to yield that obedience? Most 
assuredly not. "Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?" 

But does God send His gospel to people merely 
to place them under responsibility and increase 
their guilt? Far be the monstrous thought I He 
sends His gospel to the lost sinner in order that 
he may be saved, for God is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should co~e to repent
ance. All, therefore, who perish shall have none 
but themselves to blame. 
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It is of the very last importance that the reader 
should be established in the knowledge and prac
tical sense of what the atonement of Christ has 
accomplished for all who simply trust in Him. It 
is, we need hardly say, the only basis of peace. 
He has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself; 
and He has borne our sins in His own body on 
the tree. It is, therefore, impossible that any 
question as to sin or guilt can ever arise. All 
has been "once and fOr ever " settled by the 
atoning death of the· Lamb of God. True it is
alas, how true !-we all have sin in us; and we 
have, daily and hourly, to judge ourselves and 
judge our ways. It will ever hold good of us, so 
long as we are in a body of sin and death, that "in 
me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." 
But then nothing can ever touch the question of 
our soul's perfect and eternal acceptance. The 
conscience of the believer is as completely purged 
from every soil and stain as will be the wbole 
creation by-and-by. If it were not so, Christ could 
not be where He now is. He has entered into the 
presence of God, there to appear for us. This 
leads us in the second place to consider 

THE ADVOCACY. • 

Very many souls are apt to confound two 
things which, though inseparably connected, are 
perfectly distinct, namely, advocacy and atone
ment. Not seeing the divine completeness of the 
atonement, they are in a certain way looking to 
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the advocacy to do for them what the atonement 
has done. We must remember that though as to 
our standing we are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, yet as to the actual fact of our condition we 
are in the body. We are in spirit and by faith 
seated in heavenly places in Christ; but yet we are 
actually in the wilderness, subject to all sorts of in· 
firmities, liable to fail and err in a thousand ways. 

Now it is to meet our 1lresent actual state and 
wants that the advocacy, or priesthood, of Christ is 
designed. God be praised for the blessed pro
vision I As those who are in the body passing 
through the wilderness, we need a great High Priest 
to maintain the link of communion, or to restore it 
when broken. Such a One we have, ever living to 
make intercession for us; nor could m get on for 
a single moment without Him. The work of atone
ment is never repeated; the work of the Advocate 
is never interrupted. When once the blood of 
Christ is applied to the soul by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, the application is never repeated. To 
think of a repetition is to deny its efficacy and to 
reduce it to the level of the blood of bulls and 
goats. No doubt people do not see this, and most 
assuredly they do not mean it; but such is the real 
tendency of the thought of a fresh application of 
the blood of sprinkling. It may be that persons 
who speak in this way really mean to put honor 
upon the blood of Christ, and to give expression to 
their own felt unworthiness; but, in truth, the best 
way to put honor upon the blood of Christ is to re-
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JOtce in what it has done for our souls; and the 
best way to set forth our own unworthiness is to 
feel and remember that we were so vile that nothing 
but the death of Christ could avail to meet our 
case. So vile were we that nothing but His blood 
could cleanse us. So precious is His blood that 
not a trace of our guilt remains. " The blood of 
Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin." 

Thus it stands in refMence to the very feeblest 
child of God whose eye scans these lines. "All 
sins forgiven." Not a trace of guilt remains. Jesus 
is in the presence of God for us. He is there as a 
High Priest before God-as an Advocate with the 
Father. He has by His atoning death rent the 
veil-put away sin-brought us nigh to God in all 
the credit and virtue of His sacrifice, and now He 
lives to maintain us by His advocacy in the enjoy
ment of the place and privileges into which His 
blood has introduced us. 

Hence the apostle says, "If any man sin, we 
have "-what? The blood? Nay, but "an Advo
cate with tpe Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 
The blood has done its work, and is ever before 
God according to its full value in His sight. Its 
efficacy is ever the same. But we have sinned; it 
may be only in thought; but even that thought is 
quite enough to interrupt our communion. Here 
is where advocacy comes in. If it were not that 
Jesus Christ is ever acting for us in the sanctuary 
above, our faith would most assuredly fail in mo
ments in the which we have in any measure yielded 
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to the voice of our sinful nature. Thus it was with 
Peter in that terrible hour of his temptation and 
fall: "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan bath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I 
have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted (or restored), strengthen 
thy brethren" (Luke xxii. 2 r, 3 2 ). 

Let the reader note this. "I have prayed for 
thee, that "-What? Was it that he might not fail? 
Nay, but that, having failed, his faith might not 
give way. Had Christ not prayed for his poor, fee
ble servant, he would have gone from bad to worse, 
and from worse to worst. But the intercession of 
Christ procured for Peter the grace of true repent
ance, self-judgment and bitter sorrow for his sin, 
and finally complete restoration of his heart and 
conscience, so that the current of his communion
interrupted by sin, but restored by advocacy
might flow on as before. 

Thus· it is with us when, through lack of that holy 
vigilance which we should ever exercise, we com
mit sin: Jesus goes to the Father for us. He prays 
for us; and it is through the efficacy of His priestly 
intercession that we are convicted and brought to 
self-judgment, confession, and restoration. All is 
founded on the advocacy, and the advocacy is 
founded on the atonement. 

And here it may be well to assert, in the clearest 
and strongest manner possible, that it is the sweet 
privilege of every believer not to commit sin. 
There is no necessity whatever why he should. 
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''My little children," says the apostle," these things 
write I ·unto you, that ye sin not." This is a most 
precious truth for every lover of holiness. We need 
not sin. Let us remember this. " Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit [or, practice] sin; for 
His seed remaineth in him : and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God" (r John iii. 9). 

This is the divine idea of a Christian. Alas, we 
do not always realize it l but that does not, and 
cannot, touch the precious truth. The divine na
ture, the new man, the life of Christ in the believer, 
cannot possibly sin, and it is the privilege of every 
believer so to walk as that nothing but the life of 
Christ may be seen. The Holy Ghost dwells in 
the believer on the ground of redemption, in order 
to give effect to the desires of the new nature, so 
that the flesh may be as though it did not exist, and 
nothing but Christ be seen in the believer's life. 

It is of the utmost importance that this divine 
idea of Christian life should be seized and main
tained. People sometimes ask the question, Is it 
possible for a Christian to live without committing 
sin? We reply in the language of the inspired 
apostle, "My little children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not" (x John ii. 1). And 
again, quoting the language of another inspired 
apostle, " How shall we, that are dead to sin, live 
any longer therein?" (Rom. vi. 2.) The Christian 
is viewed by God as "dead to sin"; and hence, if 
be yields to it he is practically denying his standing 
in a risen Christ. Alas, alas, we do sin, and hence 
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the apostle adds, "If any man sin, we have an Ad
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for 
ours only, but also for the whole world." 

This gives wonderful completeness to the work 
on which our souls repose. Such is the perfect effi
cacy of the atonement of Christ that we have one 
Advocate with us in order that we may not sin, and 
another Advocate with the Father if we do sin. 
The word rendered "Comforter" in John xiv. 16 is 
rendered "advocate" in 1 John iii. 1. We have 
one divine Person caring for us here, and we have 
another divine Person caring for us in heaven, and 
all this on the ground of the atoning death of 
Christ. 

Will it be said that in writing thus we furnish 
a license for committing sin? God forbid I We 
have already declared, and would insist upon, the 
blessed possibility of living in such unbroken com
munion with God-of walking so in the Spirit-of 
being so filled and occupied with Christ-as that 
the flesh, or the old nature, may not appear. This 
we know is not always the case. •• In many things 
we all offend," as J ames tells us. But no right
minded person, no lover of holiness, no spiritual 
Christian, could have any sympathy with those who 
say we must commit sin. Thank God, it is not so. 
But what a mercy it is, beloved Christian reader, to 
know that when we do fail there is One at the right 
hand of God to restore the broken link of commu
nion I This He does by producing in our souls, by 
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His Spirit who dwells in us-that "other Advo
cate "-the sense of failure, and leading us into 
self-judgment at:~d true confession of the wrong, 
whatever it be. 

We say "true confession," for it must be this if 
it be the fruit of the Spirit's work in the heart. It 
is not lightly and flippantly saying we have sinned, 
and then as lightly and flippantly sinning agam. 
This is most sorrowful -and most dangerous. We 
know nothing more hardening and demoralizing 
than this sort of thing. It is sure to lead to the 
most disastrous consequences. We have known 
cases of persons living in sin and satisfying them
selves by a mere lip confession of their sin, and 
then going and committing the sin again and again; 
and this has gone on for months and years, until 
God in His faithfulness caused the whole thing to 
come out openly before others. 

All this is most dreadful. It is Satan's way of 
hardening and deceiving the heart. Oh that we 
may watch against it, and ever keep a tender con
science I We may rest assured that when a true
hearted child of God is betrayed into sin the Holy 
Ghost will produce in him such a sense of it-will 
lead him into such intense self-loathing, such an 
abhorrence of the evil, such thorough self-judgment 
in the presence of God-as that he cannot lightly 
go and commit the sin again. This we may learn 
from the words of the apostle when he says, "If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and "-mark this weighty clause-" ftJ 
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deanu us from all unrighteousness." Here we have 
the precious fruit of the double advocacy. It is all 
presented in its fulness in this part of the first epis
tle of John. If any man sin, the blessed Paraclete 
on high intercedes with the Father, pleads the full 
merits of His atoning work, prays for the erring 
one on the ground of His having borne the judg
ment of that very sin. Then the other Paraclete 
acts in the conscience, produces repentance and 
cpnfession, and bring's the soul back into the light 
in the sweet sense that the sin is forgiven, the un
righteousness cleansed, and the communion per
fectly restored. "He restoreth my soul: He lead
etlz me in the paths of righteousness for His name's 
sake" (Ps. xxiii. 3). 

We trust the reader will be enabled to under
stand this great fundamental truth. Many, we are 
aware, find it difficult to reconcile the idea of inter
cession with the truth of a perfect atonement. If, 
say they, the atonement is perfect, what need is 
there of intercession ? If the believer is made as 
white as snow by the blood of Christ-so white that 
the Spirit of God can dwell in his heart-then what 
does he want of a priest? If by one offering Christ 
has perfected for ever all them that are sanctified, 
then what need have these perfected and sanctified 
ones of an advocate? Surely we must either admit 
the thought of an imperfect atonement or deny the 
need of advocacy? 

Such is the reasoning of the human mind, but 
such is not the faith of Christians. Scripture does 
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most surely teach us that the believer is washed 
as white as snow; that he is accepted in the Be
loved-complete in Christ-perfectly forgiven and 
perfectly justified through the death and resurrec
tion of Christ; that he can never come into judg
ment, but is passed from death unto life; that he is 
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit-not in the old 
creation, but in the new-not a member of the first 
Adam, but of the last; tliat he is dead to sin, dead 
to the world, dead to the law, because Christ has 
died, and the believer has died in Him. All this 
is largely unfolded and constantly insisted upon by 
the inspired writers. Scores of passages might 
easily be quoted in proof, were it needful. 

But then there is another aspect of the Christian 
which must be taken into account. He is not in 
the flesh as to the ground of his standing, but he 
is in the body as to the fact of his condition. He 
is in Christ as to his standing, but he is also in the 
world as to the fact of his existence. He is sur
rounded by all sorts of temptations and difficulties, 
and he is in himself a poor feeble creature full of 
infirmities, not sufficient even to think anything as 
of himself. Nor is this all, Each true Christian 
is ever ready to acknc;>wledge that in him, that is, 
in his flesh, there dwelleth no good thing. He is 
saved, thank God, and all is eternally settled; but 
then he has, as a sav~d on~, to get through the wil
derness; he has to labor to enter into God's rest, 
and here it is that priesthood comes in. The ob
ject of priesthood is not to complete the work of 
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atonement, inasmuch as that work is as perfect as 
the One who accomplished it. But we- have to be 
carried tlu'ough the wilderness and brought into the 
rest that remains for the people of God, and for 
this end we have a great High Priest who is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God. His sym
pathy and succor are ours, and we could not get on 
for one moment without them. He ever livetb to 
make intercession for us, and by His ministry in 
the heavenly sanctuary He sustains us day by day 
in the full credit and value of His atoning work. 
He lifts us up when we fall, restores us when 
we wander, repairs the link of communion when 
snapped by our carelessness. In a word, He ap
pears in the presence of God for us, and there 
carries on an uninterrupted service on our behalf, 
in virtue of which we are maintained in the integrity 
of the relationship into which His atoning death 
has introduced us. 

Thus much as to the atonement and advocacy. 
It only remains for us to treat of the advent. We 
wish specially to remind the reader that in treating 
of the death of Christ we have left wholly untouched 
one grand point therein, namely, our death in Him.• 
This we may, if God permit, go into on another 
occasion. It is immensely important as the power 
of deliverance from indwelling sin as well as from 
this present evil world and from the law. There 

* Tbis ba.s been touched upon in "Sin in the fiesb, and 
sin on tbe conscience "-a 1bort paper in Miscel. Writinga, 
Vol. ii. [Ed.] 
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are many who merely look to the death of Christ 
for pardon and justification, but they do not see the 
precious and emancipating truth of their having 
died in Him and their deliverance in consequence 
from the power of sin in them. This latter is the 
secret of victory over self and the world, and of 
deJiverance from every form of legality and mere 
fleshly pietism. 

Thus we have glanced at two of the weighty sub
jects presented to us in the closing verses of Heb. 
ix., namely, first, the precious atoning death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in its two aspects; and secondly, 
His all-prevailing advocacy at God's right hand for 
us. It only remains for us to consider in the third 
place 

HIS ADVENT, 

which is here presented to us in immediate con
nection with those great foundation truths which 
have already engaged our attention, and which, 
moreover, are held and prized by all true Christians. 
Is it true that Christ bath appeared in this world 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself? and to 
bear the sins of the many who through grace put 
their trust in Him? Is it true that He has passed 
into the heavens and taken His seat on the throne 
of God, there to appear for us? Yes, blessed be 
God, these are grand, vital and fundamental verities 
of the Christian faith. Well, then, it is equally true 
that He shall appear again, apart from the ques
tion of sin, unto salvation. "As it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
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so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time apart from ein unto salvation." 

Here, then, we have the matter most definitely 
stated. As truly as Christ bath appeared on this 
earth-as truly as He lay in the manger of Bethle
hem-was baptized in the waters of Jordan-was 
anointed with the Holy Ghost-was tempted of the 
devil in the wilderness-went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil
groaned, and wept, and prayed in Gethsemane
hung upon Calvary's accursed tree, and died, the 
Just for the unjust-was laid in the dark, silent 
tomb-rose victorious on the third day-ascended 
into the heavens, there to appear in the presence of 
God fgr His people-so truly shall He appear ere 
long in the clouds of heaven to receive His people 
to Himself. If we refuse one we must refuse all. 
If we question one we must question all. If we 
are unsettled as to one we must be unsettled as to 
all, inasmuch as all rest upon precisely the same 
basis, namely, the Holy Scriptures. How do I 
know that Jesus hath appeared? Because Scrip
ture tells me so. How do I know that He doth 
appear? Because Scripture tells me so. How do 
I know that He shall appear? Because Scripture 
tells me so. 

In a word, then, the doctrine of the atonement, 
the doctrine of the advocacy, and the doctrine of 
the advent all rest on one and the same irrefrag
ible foundation, namely, the simple declaration of 
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the word of God, so that if we receive one we must 
receive all. 

How is it then that while the Church of God in 
all ages has held and prized the doctrines of atone
ment and advocacy, she has practically lost sight 
of the doctrine of the advent? How comes it to 
pass that while the first two are regarded as essen
tial, the last is deemed non-essential? Nay, we 
may go further and say,. how is it that while a man 
who does not hold the first two is regarded as a 
heretic, and justly so, yet the man who holds the 
last is by many regarded as hardly sound in the 
faith or bringing in strange doctrine? 

What answer can we give to these questions? 
Alas I alas I the Church has ceased to look for her 
Lord. Atonement and advocacy are held because 
they concern us; but the advent has been virtually 
let slip, although it so deeply concerns Him. It is 
due to the One who suffered and died on this earth 
that He should reign; to the One who wore a crown 
of thorns that He should wear a crown of glory ; to 
the One who humbled Himself to the very dust of 
death that He should be exalted and that every 
knee should yet bow before Him. 

Most surely this is so; and the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ will see to it and bring it 
to pass in His own appointed time. " Sit Thou at 
My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy 
footstool" (Ps. ex; He b. i). The moment is ra
pidly approaching when that blessed One who is 
now hidden from the eyes of men shall appear in 
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glory. Every eye shall see Him. As surely as 
He hung upon the cross and is now seated on the 
throne, so surely shall He appear in glory. 

Reader, seeing these things are so, art thou 
among the number of 11 those that look for Him 1" 
This is a solemn question. There are those who 
look for Him and there are those who do not. 
Now it is to the former that He shall appear unto 
salvation. He will come and receive His people 
unto Himself, that where He is, there they may be 
also (John xiv). These are His own loving words, 
spoken at the moment of His departure for the 
solace and comfort of His sorrowing disciples. He 
counted on their being troubled at the thought of 
His leaving them, and He seeks to comfort thern 
by the assurance of His coming back. He does 
not say, Let not your hearts be troubled, for you 
shall soon follow Me. No; but "I will come 
again." 

This is the proper hope of the Christian. Christ 
is coming. Are we ready 1 Are we looking for Him 1 
Do we miss Him? Do we mourn His absence? It 
is impossible that we can be in the true attitude of 
waiting for Him if we do not feel His absence. 
He is coming. He may be here to-night. Ere 
another sun arises the voice of the archangel and 
the blast of the trumpet may be heard in the air. 
And what then? Why then the sleeping saints
all who have departed in the faith of Christ-all the 
redeemed of the Lord whose ashes repose in the 
graveyards and cemeteries around us or in the 



THE THREE APPEARINGS. 25 

mighty depths of the ocean-all these shall rise. 
The living saints shall be changed in a moment, 
and all shall ascend up to meet the Lord in the air 
(I Cor. xv. 5 I-54; I Thess. iv. IJ-V. u). 

But what of the unconverted-the unbelieving
the unrepentant-the unprepared 1 What of all 
such? Ah I this is a question of awful solemnity. 
It makes the heart sink to reflect upon the case of 
those who are still in their sins-of those who have 
turned a deaf ear to all the entreaties and all the 
warnings which God in His long-suffering mercy 
has sent to them from week to week and year to 
year-of those who have sat under the sound of 
the gospel from their earliest days, and who have 
become, as we say, gospel-hardened. How dread
ful will be the condition of all ,such when the Lord 
comes to receive His own I They shall be left 
behind to fall under the deep and dark delusion 
which God will assuredly send upon all who have 
heard and rejected the gospel. And what then? 
What is to follow this deep and dark delusion 1 
The deeper and darker damnation of the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone. 

Oh I shall we not sound a note of alarm in the 
ears of our fellow·sinners? Shall we not more 
earnestly and solemnly warn them to flee from the 
wrath to come? Shall we not seek by word and 
deed-by the double testimony of the lips and the 
life-to set before them the weighty fact that "the 
Lord is at hand"? May we feel it more deeply, 
and then we shall exhibit it more faithfully. There 
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is immense moral power in the truth of the Lord's 
coming if it be really held in the heart and not 
merely in the bead. If Christians only lived in the 
habitual expectation of the advent it would tell 
ama*ingly upon the unconverted around them. 

May the Holy Ghost revive in the hearts of all 
God's people the blessed hope of their Lord's re
turn, that they may be as men that wait for their 
Lord, that when He cometh and knocketh they may 
open unto Him immediately I 
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FEELING, as we trust we do, in some little 
measure our responsibility to the souls of our 

readers, as well as to the truth of God, we desire 
to offer a brief but pointed word of warning against 
two opposite evils which we can plainly see work
ing among Christians at the present moment. These 
are legality on the one hand, and levity on the other. 

As to the first of these evils, we have sought in 
many of ·our former papers to deliver precious souls 
out of a legal state, as being, at once, dishonoring 
to God and utterly subversive of their own peace 
and liberty. We have endeavored to set forth the 
free grace of God, the value of the blood of Christ, 
the standing of the believer before God in perfect 
righteousness and acceptance in Christ. · These 
precious truths, when applied to the heart in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, must deliver it from all 
legal influences. 

But then it frequently happens that persons, 
when apparently delivered from legality, run into 
the opposite evil of levity. This may arise from 
the fact that the doctrines of grace are only taken 
up intellectually, instead of being wrought into the 
soul by the power of the Spirit of God. A great 
amount of evangelical truth may be taken up in a 
very light way, in cases where there has been no 
deer work of conscience, no real breaking down 
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of nature, no thorough subjugation of the flesh in 
the presence of God. When this is the case there 
is sure to be levity of spirit in some form or an
other. There will be a very wide margin allowed 
for worldliness of various kinds-a liberty given to 
nature wholly incompatible with practical Chris
tianity. In addition to these things, there will be 
exhibited a very deplorable want of conscience in 
the practical details of daily life-duties neglected, 
work badly done, engagements not faithfully ob
served, sacred obligations trifled with, debts con
tracted, extravagant habits indulged. All these 
things we place under the head of levity, ;ind they 
are, alas I too common amongst the very highest 
professors of what is termed evangelical truth. 

Now we deeply deplore this, and would desire 
to have our own souls, as well as the souls of all 
our Christian readers, really exercised before God 
about it. We fear there is a great deal of hollow 
profession amongst us, a great want of earnestness, 
truthfulness and reality in our ways. We are not 
sufficiently permeated by the spirit of genuine 
Christianity, or governed in all things by the word 
of God. We do not give sufficient attention to 
"the girdle of truth," or "the breastplate of right
eousness." In this way the soul gets into a very 
bad state indeed; conscience doe~ not act. The 
moral sensibilities become blunted. The claims of 
truth are not duly responded to. Positive evil is 
trifled with. Moral relaxation is allowed. So far 
from there being the constraining power of the love 
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of Christ, leading forth in the activities of good
ness, there is not even the restraining power of the 
fear of God keeping back from the activities of evil. 

We appeal solemnly to the consciences of our 
readers as to these things. The present is a deeply 
solemn time for Christians. There is a demand 
for earnest, deep-toned devotedness to Christ, but 
this cannot possibly exist where the common claims 
of practical righteousnes.s are neglected. We must 
ever remember that the self-same grace which effec
tually delivers the soul from legality is the only 
safeguard against all levity. We have done very 
little for a man, if anything at all, if we bring him 
out of a legal state into a light, easy-going, careless, 
unconscientious condition of heart. And yet we 
have frequently marked the history of souls, and 
noticed this sad fact respecting them, that when 
they were delivered out of darkness and bondage 
they became far less tender and sensitive. The 
flesh is ever ready to turn the grace of God into 
lasciviousness, and therefore it must be subdued. 

It needs that the power of the Cross be applied to 
all that is of the flesh. We want to mingle the 
u bitter herbs" with our paschal feast. In other 
words, we want those deep spiritual exercises which 
result from positive entrance into the power of the 
sufferings of Christ. We need to meditate more 
profoundly upon the death of Christ-His death 
as a victim under the hand of God, His death as a 
martyr under the hand of man. 

This, beloved reader, is at once the cure for 
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legality and levity. Tbe Cross, in its double 
aspect, delivers from both. Christ "gave ·Him
self for our sins, that He might deliver us from 
this present evil world, according to the will of 
God and our Father" (Gal. i. 4). By the Cross 
the believer is as completely delivered from this 
present evil world as be is forgiven his sins. He 
is not saved in order that he may enjoy the world, 
but th.at he may get done with it entirely. We 
know few things more dangerous for the soul than 
the combination of evangelical truth with worldli
ness, ease and self-indulgence-the adoption of a 
certain phraseology of truth where the conscience 
is not in the presence of God-a merely intellec
tual apprehension of standing without a_ny earnest 
dealing with the practical state-clearness in doc
trine as to title, without any conscientious refer
ence to the moral condition. 

We trust our reader will suffer the word of ex
hortation. We should deem ourselves deficient in 
faithfulness were we to withhold it. True, it is 
not an agreeable task to call attention to practical 
evils-to urge the solemn duty of self-judgment
to press upon the conscience the claims of practical 
godliness. It were far more grateful to the heart 
to unfold abstract truth, to dwell upon free grace 
and what it has done for us, to expatiate upon the 
moral glories of the inspired volume, in a word, to 
dwell upon the privileges which are ours in Christ. 
But there are times when the true, practical con· 
dition of things among Christians weighs heavily 
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upon lhe heart and rouses the soul to make an 
urgent appeal to conscience in reference to mat
ters of walk and conduct; an~ we believe the pres
ent to be such a time. The devil is ever busy, and 
on the alert. The Lord has granted much light 
upon His word for some years past. The gospel 
has been brought out with peculiar clearness and 
power. Thousands have been delivered from a 
legal state; and now the enemy is seeking.to hinder 
the testimony by leading souls into a light, careless, 
carnal condition-leading them to neglect the whole
some and indispensable exercise of self-judgment. 
It is the deep sense of this that has suggested a 
word of warning on ".Lecality am/ Levi'ty." 

"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
bath appeared to all men, teaching us th.at, deny
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works" (Titus ii, 11-14). 
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