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FELLOWSHIP. 

T H E subject I desire to bring before you 
is fellowship ; first as to what it means, 
and then what is necessary in order to be 
in fellowship ; on some other occasion we 
may consider what it leads to. 

Wha t does fellowship mean ? If I were 
to ask you if some one were in fellowship, 
possibly you might reply, " O h , yes, he 
broke bread last Sunday." In the minds 
of many the thoughts of fellowship and 
the actual breaking of bread are synony
mous ; tha t is, t ha t if a person is breaking 
bread and goes to the meetings, he is 
considered to be " i n fellowship." Now 
I desire to speak in a practical way as to 
what fellowship really means, and with 
this in view I turn to Luke v. 6, 7 : " A n d 
when, they had this done, they inclosed a 
great mult i tude of fishes : and their net 
brake. And they beckoned unto their 
par tners , which were in the other ship, 
t ha t they should come and help them. 

B 
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And they came, and filled both the ships, 
so t ha t they began to sink." 

The idea of fellowship is conveyed in this 
incident ; it really means partnership. The 
word used in Luke v. 10 for partners is the 
same as fellowship in I Corinthians x. 20. 
The sons of Zebedee were in partnership ; 
the two boats were reckoned as one con
cern ; they had thrown in their lots to
gether ; so when one boat was in danger 
they beckoned to their partners for help. 
The one would recognise the need or get the 
gain of the other. In the ordinary course of 
events they would have shared the profits 
of tha t wonderful haul of fish. When 
business men go into partnership, if one 
fail both fail, or if they have a good year, 
bo th share the profits. 

I can unders tand a young Christian 
saying, " How does tha t apply ? I did 
not know I brought anything when I came 
into fellowship. I know they do wi th 
tennis clubs, cricket clubs and various 
societies, but I was not aware of the fact 
t ha t I contributed anything to the chris
t ian fellowship." If you have tha t idea, 
I should raise the question as to whether 
you have understood what it is to be in 
fellowship ! Wha t is the entrance fee we 
pay ? I t is certainly not in the coin of 
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the Realm. That was the mistake Simon 
Magus made. (Acts viii.) He asked Peter 
if he might buy the power tha t Peter 
and those with him had ; but Peter said 
to him, " T h y money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought tha t the gift 
of God may be purchased with money." 
This makes us inquire what precedes fellow
ship. Wha t can I invest or give ? what 
is my subscription ? Wha t do I give in 
the way of capital ? to use a commercial 
te rm. I t is a very impor tan t question, 
and supposes you have something to con
tr ibute . To illustrate what I mean I refer 
you to I John i. 6, 7 : " I f we say tha t 
we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the t ru th : 
but if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with an
o ther . " 

A person walking in darkness could 
not have fellowship with a person walking 
in the light. Two people enjoying the 
light can commune together. They are 
par tners because they share together some
thing which they have in common. 

Turn now to 2 Corinthians vi. 14-16 : 
" B e ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers : for what fellowship ha th 
righteousness with unrighteousness ? and 
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what communion ha th light with darkness r 
and what concord ha th Christ with Belial ? 
o what par t h a t h he t ha t believeth wi th 
an infidel ? and what agreement h a t h 
the temple of God with idols ? " 

In this passage we have four terms 
u s e d : "fellowship," "concord ," " p a r t , " 
and "agreement , " and each of these con
veys some idea in regard of fellowship. 
If you are partners , you must be in agree
ment ; you must have mutua l interests ; 
you must also be concordant ; you sound 
together ; your speech is the same ; there
fore your sounding is alike. To be in 
fellowship on these terms means a great 
deal. An unconverted person obviously 
could not have part in it ; and you could 
not have any fellowship with an uncon
verted person. "Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate ." (2 Cor. vi. 17.) 

Separation from all tha t is of the world, 
therefore, must precede any idea of fellow
ship. Then, too, I must be able to bring 
in a little capital ; and how do I get it ? 
If I am to enjoy things in common with 
others, I must have the things they enjoy. 
I would ask every one here, Wha t history 
have you had with God tha t enables you 
to be in fellowship ? Have you had a soul 
history wi th God, so t h a t you can be in 
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fellowship with others who have had soul 
history ? And not only so, but can you 
add your contribution from your own 
knowledge of God thus acquired ? 

Let us refer to the children of Israel. 
They had been slaves to Pharaoh, and 
thus they typify ourselves when we were 
in bondage to sin and Satan ; but they 
were redeemed by God through the pass-
over lamb, and we, too, have been re
deemed. God then brought them through 
the Red Sea into the wilderness, never 
more to return to Egypt. It was a won
derful deliverance. After this He guided 
and cared for them in a most tender and 
patient way. He taught Ephraim to walk, 
taking them by their arms (Hosea xi. 3), 
just as a mother might teach her baby to 
walk or a father his little son. The first 
year of Israel's history was taken up in 
teaching them what God would be for them. 
When they were weary there were twelve 
wells of water and three score and ten 
palm trees ; they had cool shade and 
refreshment ; when they wanted food there 
was the daily manna, "Suited grace from 
high descending," and they had the Sab
bath when they could rest. Every fresh 
experience of need brought forth fresh 
supplies from God which were graciously 
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adapted to meet their every need. Wha t 
a wonderful God ! They had experience 
after experience, and how it should have 
enriched them in their knowledge of God. 

W h a t does it mean to come out of 
Egyp t and take the pa th through the 
wilderness ? I t means knowing some
thing of the sweetness of salvation through 
confessing Christ as Lord in this world 
t h a t has rejected Him. The world rejected 
and crucified Christ, but God raised Him 
from the dead, and every one who knows 
the Lord Jesus is privileged to confess 
H im and come under His leadership as 
Lord and to prove God's salvation. In 
this position we need the manna ; for it 
is only by feeding on Christ as the One 
once humbled here tha t we can walk 
through the wilderness as He did. 

I t is an immense thing to have our 
quiet times with the Lord. Do you have 
your seasons of ret irement with H im ? 
Do you know wha t it is to get the manna 
morning by morning ? and do you also 
know what it is to get the gain of those 
palm trees and wells of water ? I t might 
be realised by way of ministry on an 
occasion like this ; or it might be in meet
ings of believers to read the scriptures 
or for prayer. How refreshing to sit under 
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those seventy palm trees—God's gracious 
provision for His people who were wearied 
with the wilderness journey. Then, too, 
there is the Sabbath when one can cease 
from all wilderness exercises and rest-
fully contemplate what God has found in 
Christ. I t is very necessary for us to have 
these experiences. I t is the pa thway of 
individual experience under the grace of 
God—experience whereby we acquire spiri
tual capital by the knowledge of God. 

God gives us to know His righteousness— 
how He would justify us on a righteous 
foundation by the death of Christ—and 
H e would have us to know His power, 
which delivers us out of Egypt and 
brings us unto the wilderness through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus ; but He 
would have us also know His grace 
which can support us there and also 
to know His love. In the dispensation 
of the ways of God the children of Israel 
changed their position from grace to law 
at Mount Sinai. They placed themselves 
in t ha t position through their own act . 
They said, "Al l tha t the Lord ha th spoken 
we will d o " (Exo. xix. 8 ; xxiv. 3-7) ; 
bu t viewing the passage typically, we can 
see God there saying, I love you so much 
tha t I want nothing else to fill your hear t 
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but Myself. I want to be the one Object 
of your affection. (Deut. xxxiii. 3.) It is 
a wonderful moment when we realise that 
God loves us, when " the love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost," and that He loves us whatever 
our circumstances are. The effect of this 
upon our souls would be that we should 
like to be here for God. 

In the Epistle to the Romans the apostle, 
after having explained in chapter viii. 
how the Spirit becomes the power of 
life in the believer, goes on to say in 
chapter xii., " I beseech you . . . that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice." 
He asks us to do that which our hearts 
are wishing to do. God has loved us so 
much that we desire to be here for Him. 
Romans vi., vii. and viii. shew us doc-
trinally the way we can be for God. Israel 
failed in the flesh; the flesh must fail. 
We fail in the flesh, but there is power 
in the Spirit. God does not exhort us to 
do that for which we have not the power. 
So He says, " I beseech you." Do not 
ward off the force of that word. It is not 
now a matter of God coming down to 
deliver us ; He has done that. Here in 
Romans xii. God turns to us—to you 
and to me—and beseeches us to present 
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our bodies a living sacrifice. It is a defi
nite moment in our souls' history, as defi
nite as conversion. 

When we come to an understanding in 
this respect, we respond in this act to 
God's great love to us ; we present our 
bodies as a living sacrifice to God. Are 
you the Lord's in that sense ? No self-
willed person is the Lord's in this way. 
Have you surrendered your body to the 
Lord ? It is our privilege to surrender 
our bodies to God on the altar of devoted-
ness—we are impelled to do it by the 
wonderful love of God. Israel came to 
the moment when God disclosed His heart 
to them. (Exo. xix.-xxiv.) In verse 8 of 
the latter chapter we read, "And Moses 
took the blood, and sprinkled it on the 
people, and said, Behold the blood of 
the covenant, which the Lord hath made 
with you concerning all these words." 
God was expressing His heart—typically 
then, of course—but He has in reality 
expressed His heart to us now, not typi
cally. This is the teaching of the new 
covenant. 

The response, too, was seen typically 
in the devotion which marked the chil
dren of Israel in the various gifts—free
will offerings—which they brought. God 



I O FELLOWSHIP. 

had said, I want you to make me a dwelling-
place, and He proposed tha t they should 
bring various materials wherewith to con
struct it. But before they were able to 
construct the tabernacle a very terrible 
depar ture took place. Moses went up to 
the mount to commune with God for fortv 
days and forty nights, and while he was 
away the people fell into idolatry. We 
should note this ! I t was during the ab
sence of the one who loved them. How 
history repeats itself ! The church has 
fallen into idolatry, the whole mass of 
Christendom. Those who should have been 
a bright light for Christ after His departure 
to heaven have gone into idolatry. The 
children of Israel made a golden calf and 
worshipped it ; they " sat down to eat 
and to drink, and rose up to p lay ." (Exo. 
xxxii. 6.) With opportune intelligence, 
Moses pitched his tent outside the camp 
and called it the tabernacle of the con
gregation or tent of meeting, and every 
one who sought the Lord went out to it. 
(Exo. xxxiii. 7.) 

To be in fellowship, then, it is first neces
sary to have individual soul experience 
with God. I must have some spiritual 
capital—some knowledge of God. You 
may say, "Al l I know is this, Christ loved 
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me and gave Himself for me ; He is 
precious to my heart ! " Well, t ha t is a 
good bit of capital. " U n t o you therefore 
which believe he is precious." ( i Peter 
ii. 7.) If tha t is your bit of capital you 
are the Lord's and you have something 
in common with other Christians who 
love the Lord. God told Moses to ask 
the children of Israel to bring blue, 
purple, scarlet, fine linen, and various other 
things necessary to make His dwelling-place. 
Wha t does He say now to the believer ? 
He individually is to present his body a 
living sacrifice to the Lord. The true heart 
says, If no one else does it, I must ; I 
desire to be here for the Lord. 

How many Christians there are who are 
not really happy ; they have a certain 
amount of love for the Lord and a kind 
of christian walk in their conduct out
wardly, but their hearts are not satisfied ; 
they have endless wishes and idols. The 
person who presents his body as a living 
sacrifice has no need of idols ; he knows 
God can make him happy, and tha t no 
one else could make him happier than 
God. Mav the Lord constrain us with such 
an overwhelming sense of His love tha t 
we yield this intelligent service. That 
must precede any thought of fellowship. 
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Then, secondly, as we have seen, separa
tion from all that is displeasing to the 
Lord is necessary. Moses pitched his tent 
outside the camp. That speaks of separa
tion. I have sometimes asked young 
Christians whether they know what it is 
to feel isolated. I remember some one 
telling me that he felt he was very isolated. 
He was not at home in worldly company, 
and when he went to the meetings he 
felt alone there. He felt as though he 
were standing all alone. It is a good ex
perience for a little while, but not for 
always. It is good to find oneself cast out, 
like the blind man in John ix. He was 
faithful to the little light he had and he 
got more. The religious leaders cast him 
out ; they said, "Thou art his disciple." 
That man stood alone in the place of 
rejection. It was a wonderful position for 
him ; Jesus had been cast out. "He came 
unto his own, and his own received him 
not." (John i. i l .) Now the sheep who 
had followed Him is cast out ; but the 
Shepherd finds him ! 

You may be isolated, without any com
panion who loves the Lord, but the Lord 
will find you and support you. The only 
position we have to-day outwardly in 
the ruin of the church is that of so 
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many individuals separate from every
thing displeasing to the Lord. As thus 
separate from evil we can walk together 
in the light of the church, recognising that 
we are members one of another ; but we 
never lose this individual exercise as to 
our position in the professing church, 
whether we are breaking bread or not. 
We must be separate from iniquity. " Every 
one who sought Jehovah went out to the 
tent of meeting which was outside the 
camp.'''' (Exo. xxxiii. 7, New Trans.) The 
camp was marked by idolatry. Christen
dom is marked by idolatry ; man is given 
a place in some way or other, and the 
presence of the Spirit is ignored, but the 
Lord says, "If any man hear my voice." 
(Rev. iii. 20.) Is there one here who has 
not heard the voice of the Lord ? He 
says to you, "Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate." How can you 
go on with things in the christian world ? 
To be pleasing to the Lord you must take 
the path of separation : "Let every one 
who names the name of the Lord withdraw 
from iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19, New Trans.) 

Let us now turn to a passage in Ezekiel. 
In passing I would commend every one 
here to read the scriptures. Let the scrip
tures fill your mind; "Give thyself to 
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reading " ; let them satura te your heart ; 
let your mind be formed by scripture ; 
th ink in scripture ; medi ta te on the scrip
tures . "Al l scripture is given by inspira
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness." Paul said to Timothy, 
" O c c u p y thyself with these things ; be 
wholly in them . . . give heed to thyself 
and the teaching ; continue in t hem." 

In Ezekiel xl. we read t ha t the prophet 
was taken up to a very high mountain, 
and he sees the building of a city, and a 
man with a measuring reed who measures 
the " h o u s e " with great precision and 
detail. Then in chapter xliii. 10 we read : 
" T h o u son of man, shew the house to 
the house of Israel [ that is what might 
be called s t ructural—the building itself], 
t ha t they may be ashamed of their iniqui
ties ; and let t hem measure the pa t t e rn . " 
I wonder if you have ever done tha t spiri
tual ly ? Have you ever considered the 
measurements of God's house ? I t is 
necessary to measure the pa t te rn and 
take note if what we find around us to 
day is according to God's pa t te rn . 

In the First Epistle to the Corinthians 
we have presented to us the s t ructural 
side of God's assembly ; tha t is, we are 
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told the order proper to the assembly and 
what should outwardly mark it. You 
will remember t ha t when the Apostle Paul 
visited Corinth a number of persons, many 
of whom had been marked by all kinds 
of evil, believed. In chapter vi. some 
evil things are spoken of (ver. 9), and then 
the apostle says, " A n d such were some of 
you ; bu t ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified." They were brought out of 
their old s ta te and sanctified, and then 
formed God's assembly in tha t place, and 
the apostle speaks to them as such. He 
addresses them as " t h e assembly of God 
which is in Corinth ; to those sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called s a i n t s " ; so tha t 
we find in the Epistle to the Corinthians 
the measurements , so to speak, of God's 
house, t ha t is, its outward form or order. 
We get instruction as to how to behave 
in God's assembly. 

In some circles of Christians we find 
t ha t women preach and teach. W h a t 
does the Epistle to the Corinthians say ? 
" L e t your women be silent in the assem
blies." A person who loved the Lord 
would read t ha t as one of His command
ments , and he would say, Tha t is not 
according to God's pa t te rn ; I have seen 
the pa t te rn in 1 Corinthians xiv., and 
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we must not have women preaching and 
teaching in God's assemblies. 

In chapter xiv. we get the spiritual 
liberty which should mark the assembly. 
If we come together and there is liberty, 
any one might prophesy, or take part in 
giving thanks or teaching, in subjection 
to the Lord. I remember a believer who 
went to his minister and asked why they 
were not carrying out the instruction in 
I Corinthians xiv. The minister said, 
" I could not have you take part in the 
service, / conduct the service." Think 
of a man limiting God's Spirit thus. The 
believer I referred to had looked at 
the scriptures and had found himself in 
circumstances that were contrary to the 
pattern. If you find out you are doing 
what scripture condemns, stop. Do you 
say, What shall I do ? You may find your
self alone like that man in John ix., but 
stop you must. You must measure the 
pattern of God's house, and you cannot 
go on with what is contrary to those 
measurements. 

I remember as a young Christian, al
though to some extent nurtured in the 
truth, being surprised to learn that Timothy 
was not the first bishop of Ephesus, as is 
stated in the notes of some Bibles—notes 
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made by man. It shews what a serious 
thing it is to read what is not correct. 
An elder brother corrected me and shewed 
me what the pattern was ; he told me the 
measurements. He pointed out that if 
I turned to Acts xx. 17 I should find that 
there were many bishops or elders in Ephe-
sus. 

In Christendom to-day we find a bishop 
has the oversight of a diocese, but that 
is not according to the pattern ; it ,is not 
scriptural. What am I to do ? It is iniquity 
and I must depart from iniquity. It is 
iniquity to conduct the service of God 
according to man's regulations, disregarding 
the divine instruction and regulations. 
Others select one educated man to con
duct the services. Is that iniquity ? Yes I 
And if I go in for music in God's service 
and allow that to take the place of spiri
tual songs in the heart, it is iniquity. 
Many other things might be referred to, 
but I allude to these as illustrations. 
Things in Christendom are practically 
the same as when in Israel " they sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up 
to play," and Moses pitched his tent out
side the camp, and those who sought the 
Lord went outside to it. In 2 Timothy 
ii. 19 we read, "Let every one who names 

c 
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the name of the Lord wi thdraw from 
iniqui ty ." It makes us feel ashamed tha t 
we have been going on with iniquity, and 
we cannot go on with it any longer. I t is 
not tha t we judge others ; we judge our
selves for our part in tha t which we find 
out is iniquity. 

I t may be tha t we shall be turned out 
by the religious leaders ; they may act 
towards us as they did to the blind man. 
We may have to s tand alone because we 
have offered our bodies to the Lord and 
His will controls us. But discipleship 
precedes fellowship. I t is necessary to 
have not only the things commonly pos
sessed by Christians, but t ha t we should 
be free from disabilities. Who would take 
on as a partner in a business some one 
who was bankrupt ? Who would have a 
man in his shop who was known to be a 
partner in an opposition establishment ? 
No one would ; of course not ; it would 
be foolish to a degree. Spiritually it is 
the same. The Lord would have us to be 
separate. We are to depart from iniquity. 
We have given our bodies to the Lord, 
and we desire to do what He pleases at 
all costs : " Saviour, we long to follow 
Thee ." I would ask each one, Are you 
aware of anything in your life t ha t the 
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Lord would have different, spiritually, 
naturally, or commercially ? Let me appeal 
to all here, Have you turned to the scrip
tures for direction ? 

Why do people go on with these things 
which are contrary to scripture ? "If a 
man think himself to be a prophet, or 
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things that I write unto you are the com
mandments of the Lord." (i Cor. xiv. 37.) 
How can we dare to transgress the com
mandments of the Lord ? The spiritual 
man reverts to what the Lord commands ; 
he measures the "pat tern," and he says, 
I am ashamed that I should have gone 
on for years doing things that were really 
iniquitous. We may have done so ig-
norantly, not knowing that what we did 
was wrong; but that only shews how 
dull were our spiritual sensibilities. It 
was nevertheless iniquity. (See Lev. v. 
14-19.) 

Have you been acting thus, possibly for 
fifteen or twenty years ? And as you 
discover it, are you not ashamed that 
you should have been going on for years 
with what was displeasing to the Lord ? 
We should be greatly ashamed. God would 
have us deeply to feel the part we have 
in the common guilt of His assembly. 
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' People are ashamed, possibly, ^t some act 
of commercial immorali ty. If a man 
steal money from his employer it is thought 
very shameful ; and so it is. But what 
does God say in Malachi iii. 8 ? "Wil l 
a man rob God ? But ye rob me . " I be
lieve a vast number of Christians to-day 
think more of theft from man than thev 
do of iniquity in God's things. In iqui ty 
numbs the senses and prevents our per
ceiving what is according to God. 

Ezekiel was told to shew the form of 
the house to the house of Israel, and if 
they were ashamed of their doings he was 
to shew them the goings out and the 
comings' in. 01 tn<s IWUSS. 

Do you remember how the Lord spoke 
of the one flock just after the blind man 
was cast out ? Being "cas t o u t " he was 
ready for this. As isolated we turn and 
see those who are in fellowship in the 
real meaning of the word, and we say 
we should like to be " in fellowship." 
But before any thought of fellowship can 
be entertained it is essential for us to be 
separate from everything displeasing to 
the Lord. 



THE BASIS, BOND AND. POWER OF 
FELLOWSHIP. 

(i COR. x. 3 2 ; i. 9 ; x. 15-19; 2 COR. X111.-14.) 

LAST week we considered the subject of 
fellowship, dwelling chiefly upon that which 
leads up to it. We noticed first of all that 
the idea of definite resolve of heart to be 
for the Lord was supposed ; just as Israel 
who, having experienced the grace of God 
in the first year of their journey in the 
wilderness, and having proved His power 
not only in bringing them out of Egypt but 
in supporting them in the wilderness, and 
knowing God in covenant relationship, 
sought to make a dwelling-place for God ; 
so the believer to-day, constrained by the 
compassions of God, presents his body a 
living sacrifice. 

Then we considered, too, that just as 
with Israel, between the giving of the in
structions for the making of the tabernacle 
and the actual putting of it together, there 
was departure from God (in the absence of 
Moses they went into idolatry in the making 
and worshipping of the golden calf : " the 
people sat down to eat and to drink, and 
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rose up to p l ay" ) , so the church has failed in 
a public way and is marked by idolatry. 
Then there was the question of individual 
separation. Moses took his tent and pitched 
it without the camp, and called it " the 
Tabernacle of the congregation,1 ' and every 
one who sought the Lord went outside to 
it . The same exercise must precede the 
thought of fellowship with us in our day. 
There must be individual separation from 
all t ha t is contrary to the name of the 
Lord. 

I should like to touch now on the basis 
of fellowship, the bond of fellowship and 
the power of fellowship. In regard of 
the first we must recognise, I think, tha t 
the death of the Lord is the basis of fellow
ship, because we not only find it is the 
basis on which we can be together, bu t 
everything tha t would tend to dissever us 
or differentiate between us, from a worldly 
s tandpoint , is removed in the dea th of 
Christ. We can unders tand how worldlv 
principles admit ted amongst Christians must 
bring in disintegration. In the world there 
is self-will—people living to themselves. 
The Epistle of Peter reverses things : " T h a t 
he no longer should live the rest of his 
t ime in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God." How is the rest of 
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your life to be spent ? Is it to be for your
self ? 

At the beginning of the Lord's pa thway 
down here, when He had fasted for forty 
days, the devil said to Him, " C o m m a n d 
this stone t ha t it be made bread." He 
wanted the Lord to take Himself out of 
God's hands and please Himself. I t is a 
question tha t tests every one of us, Are 
we living to ourselves ? In the world 
" m e n will praise thee when thou doest 
well for thyself." In Christianity it is 
just the reverse. In the early chapters 
of the Acts none of them said tha t the 
things which he possessed were his own ; 
they were governed by unselfish principles. 
The death of Chris t—that wonderful act 
of self-sacrifice—becomes the basis of our 
fellowship. We are governed by the prin
ciples of self-sacrifice, not self-gratifica
tion. 

Then in the world there are social dis
tinctions ; and while there is t ha t which 
God recognises while we are actually here, 
yet all tha t men would pride themselves 
in is removed in the death of Christ. The 
devil brought t ha t test to the Lord ; he 
said, "Al l this power will I give thee . . . 
if thou wilt worship me, all shall be th ine . " 
The death of Christ, which is the judg-
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ment of every worldly principle, becomes 
the basis of our being together on mutual 
lines. All tha t men would natural ly be 
distinguished by—power, wealth, or learn
ing—would divide us, and must go in the 
death of Christ. 

Think of the people tha t were together 
a t the beginning of Acts. Think of Joseph 
of Arimathaea ; rich Zacchaeus ; then there 
was Bartimaeus—do you not think he was 
there at the beginning of Acts ?—he followed 
Jesus in the w a y ; the woman of Luke 
vii. ; the woman of John iv. ; and pro
bably Nicodemus, the ruler of the Jews. 
I am only citing concrete illustrations of 
people held together by a mutual appre
ciation of Christ. They each had come under 
the touch of Christ. Think of those persons 
together at the beginning of Acts on the 
ground of the death of Christ. You may be 
socially above other Christians and you 
may be beneath many ; but all tha t has 
no place. Your links are not with the 
rich or with those of the same social s tatus 
as yourself ; your links are formed en
tirely on the ground of the death of Christ, 
and consist in t ha t which we have in 
common one with another as being the 
Lord 's . From a practical point of view, 
there is much tha t is a denial of the death 
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of Christ in our meetings. Meetings com
posed of people who are all of one social 
status are dangerous. If we meet to
gether as poor brethren we are on social 
lines. There is a great danger of dropping 
down to what is social with us. The social 
line, whether upper or lower, is a denial 
of the death of Christ and brings in divi
sion. Christian fellowship is founded on 
the death of Christ. 

In Ezekiel xliii., in connection with the 
altar, there is the thought of accept
ance and communion suggested by the 
burnt offering and the peace offer
ing. (Ver. 27.) The peace offering was 
the fruit of devotedness to the Lord. 
The peace offering had to be brought to 
the door of the tent of meeting and it 
became an occasion of fellowship. Leviticus 
iii. speaks of what God had in it. Then 
in chapter vii. 11-21 we find what the 
priestly family had, and later we find 
that the man's own house came under 
the influence of that which spoke of fellow
ship. (See Deut. xii. 7.) Now if we recog
nise that we have communion and accep
tance in the death of Christ, we must not 
forget that we have committed ourselves. 
We must not forget that we are always 
in communion with the altar. If the 
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children of Israel, after having been identi
fied with the altar by par taking of the 
sacrifice, had gone to a heathen temple, 
it would have been inconsistent ; for it 
would have been a denial of the t rue 
al tar . The heathen were worshipping 
many gods ; the children of Israel wor
shipped one God. So to-day, though the 
line is not so clearly defined, we find the 
Jew, the Gentile, and the church of God. 

In the Gentile circle there are unions, 
clubs, guilds, social cliques, and so on. 
In the Jewish fellowship you find people 
linked together religiously, but not in 
moral accord with God. But christian 
fellowship is in contrast to these, and it 
is necessary not only to value the death 
of Christ as the ground of blessing, but 
also to recognise tha t if the benefits are 
received, the responsibility must also be 
accepted. We are ready enough to rejoice 
together in the benefits ; but are we 
equally ready to accept the separation 
side of the death of Christ which speaks 
so much to our hearts ? Christ has been 
cast out here, and all tha t man was is 
removed in the death of Christ. 

I t was in connection with the religious 
line t ha t the devil, after taking the Lord 
up to the holy city and setting Him on a 
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pinnacle of the temple, said, " I f thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down from 
hence, for it is writ ten, He shall give 
his angels charge concerning thee ." He 
misquoted scripture in order to supoort 
his position. We find people on those 
lines to-day. They give us pamphlets tha t 
are almost like the t ru th ; but they are 
really a denial of it, because there is in 
them a denial of the death of Jesus and 
tha t in them which would distinguish man 
in the flesh. 

The death of Jesus is the basis of chris
t ian fellowship. If there be a young Chris
t ian here, exercised as to fellowship, be 
encouraged ; you will find t ha t the very 
thing you put your hand to—the breaking 
of bread—is tha t which speaks of blessing 
and xvhere we can find mutua l delight. 
We delight together in Christ 's precious 
death . But let us remember t ha t same 
death involves separation from all con
t r a ry to God—all associations, religious 
and otherwise, to which Christ died. 

Now as to the bond. The Lord is the 
bond. In the beginning of the epistle 
(chap. i. 9) the apostle speaks of the 
fellowship of God's Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Tha t is a very exercising point 
and yet full of blessing. At the end of 



28 FELLOWSHIP. 

Exodus you will notice that the children 
of Israel brought their offerings ; then they 
had to make the tabernacle ; and in the 
last chapter we read that Moses set the 
vessels of the tabernacle in their right 
place. He put the tabernacle together. 
We have often been told that the Lord 
applies to us individually ; I believe that 
is so, but the statement needs modifica
tion ; for it also applies to us as being in 
fellowship, because we find the expression 
our Lord as referred to above: "God is 
faithful, by whom ye have been called 
into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord." He is Lord to us not only 
individually but also collectively, that is, 
viewed as together passing through the 
wilderness. He binds us together in one 
bond. 

We do not get the thought of the Head 
of the church in Corinthians. We shall 
never understand the idea of the assembly 
as presented in Corinthians unless we see 
that the body of Christ as there presented 
is in connection with the Lord. In chapter 
xii. 5 we read, "There are differences of 
administration, but the same Lord" (not 
Head). First of all the children of Israel 
brought their offerings ; then what they 
brought had to be made, that is, put into 
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form and constructed ; and then all had 
to be put together. A young soul may 
say, I would like to present my body in 
devotion to the Lord. Now we are not 
merely here as individuals separate from 
that which is displeasing to the Lord ; 
but we have to learn to work together 
through exercise, so that the thing takes 
shape. Moses set things together. It is 
not only "My Lord," but there is the 
collective side ; we are to be together as 
all desirous of doing the Lord's will. We 
like His will to control us in our meetings 
collectively, and under His control things 
are worked out so that they become one. 
It becomes intensely sweet as we take the 
path of separation. The things written 
in 1 Corinthians are the commandments 
of the Lord, and as walking together have 
to be obeyed. 

Before passing on I shall first review 
what has been before us. The first thing 
is that you present your body to the Lord, 
and you must be in separation from every
thing displeasing to Him. Then there 
comes the exercise as to how I can go 
on with my brethren under the control 
of the Lord. We are collectively under 
the control of the Lord and are exhorted 
to be subject to one another. The younger 
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is to be subject to the elder in the fear of 
the Lord. All that is in relation to the 
world is not under the Lord. My business 
and occupations here belong to a region 
not directly under the Lord, though we 
may be for God in those circumstances, 
and I am under the Lord as being in them ; 
but Christ is Lord of another sphere, and 
as we come under the Lord we prove the 
blessing of being held together in the 
bond of christian fellowship—the fellow
ship of God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Acts iv. 32 illustrates, I think, the idea 
of saints as held together practically in 
the bond : "The heart and soul of the 
multitude of those that had believed were 
one." They all had one common object 
before them. The Lord was the bond. 

Now I would like just to refer to the 
power of christian fellowship. In the last 
verse of the Second Epistle to the Corin
thians we get a remarkable expression—• 
" the communion of the Holy Ghost." 
All that would distinguish us naturally 
is submerged in the death of Christ. In 
1 Corinthians xii. there is a great deal 
said about the Spirit and our bringing 
together that which is spiritual. These 
points need to be watched with us. I feel 
that we do not give enough room for what 
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is spiritual. We find friendships taken up. 
Have you faced what it is you like in that 
particular person ? Is it what is spiritual 
or what is natural ? If your friendship 
is on the natural line it will impede fellow
ship. You will find yourself habitually 
walking home with the same person after 
the meetings ; you will always be asking 
the same people to your house. There 
is no real fellowship unless what is spiri
tual is recognised. Even in the handling 
of money matters, we may say, So-and-so 
is a good financial man, let us select him 
to do deacon's work. But the financial 
man might be the worst man possible 
to handle such matters. What is wanted 
is a spiritual man. In Acts vi. great store 
is placed on what is spiritual. 

If we went in more for what is spiritual 
we should find more practical fellowship. 
Are we cultivating what is spiritual ? 
When we have a few to tea, on what line 
is our conversation ? If we meet one 
another in the train, do we talk about 
what is spiritual ? We need to sow to 
the Spirit and to be filled with the Spirit, 
and to recognise that which is spiritual 
amongst us. The Corinthians were not 
spiritual. The apostle had to tell them 
that they were carnal. If you are not 
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spiritual you must be carnal, if you are 
converted at all. If a man is not converted 
he is natural. If we introduce what is 
carnal we shall hinder what is spiritual. 

How good, too, as together to recognise 
the diversities of gifts all proceeding from 
the same Spirit. This brother is valuable 
for one thing and that one for another. We 
must not confuse these gifts, or, more 
correctly, spiritual manifestations, with those 
mentioned at the end of the chapter. 
(Chap. xii. 28-31.) Here it is said, "But 
to each the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for profit." (Ver. 7, New Trans.) 
It is what is existent in the body of Christ. 
To one this feature, to another that, the 
fruit of having been baptised by one 
Spirit into one body—each expressing 
some activity of the Spirit. 

One wotild love to look round on one's 
brethren and recognise the spiritual wealth 
that is there—one with ability to teach ; 
another having a word of wisdom ; a 
third the ability to shepherd and care for 
the flock ; each one having his own func
tion, because each one is under the power 
of the one Spirit. The assembly is the 
anointed vessel in which is displayed the 
activity of the Spirit. 

If we bring in anything of the flesh— 



POWER OF FELLOWSHIP. 3 3 

the activity of the mere natural mind, 
clericalism or self-will—obviously what is 
spiritual is hindered, and as a result fellow
ship is practically at an end. 

The force of i Corinthians xii. is that 
there should be the recognition of what 
is spiritual. It is quite out of the question 
to know Christ as Head of the body unless 
we first recognise what is spiritual among 
our brethren as locally set together. We 
do not reach the body as presented in 
1 Corinthians xii. by first reaching Christ 
as Head of the body. It is the other way 
round. We come to know Christ as Head 
of the body only in so far as we recognise 
the presence of the Spirit and make room 
for that which is spiritual among our 
brethren. The chapter we have before us 
is on the line of fellowship and liberty; 
it does not refer to the region of spiritual 
privilege as risen together with Christ, 
but views the saints as set together in the 
liberty of the practical recognition of the 
Holy Spirit's presence in God's assembly. 
It is only as we are spiritual that we can 
truly contribute to the spiritual system of 
which the tabernacle was a type. 

If saints do not cultivate what is spiritual, 
fellowship becomes a mere form, if indeed 
it exist at all. The remedy for all the lack 

D 
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of spiritual power to enter into the privi
leges of the assembly, which we, alas ! 
so often feel, is to be found in the prac
tical recognition of fellowship. It is neces
sary to be true to the basis of fellowship, 
the death of Christ; to recognise the 
bond of fellowship, Christ as Lord; for 
He is our bond ; and to give place to the 
Spirit; for christian fellowship is the 
fellowship or communion of the Holy 
Ghost. 



THE UNIVERSAL CHARACTER OF 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP. 

( H E B . XI.) 

I HAVE been' speaking on the subject of 
fellowship on two occasions. We have 
considered what precedes it, namely, the 
possession of spiritual capital—a know
ledge of the Lord, and a definite surrender 
of ourselves to the Lord for His will, and 
consequently an equally definite separa
tion from everything that is displeasing 
to Him. We then considered what marks 
fellowship, that the Lord is the bond, 
the death of Christ the basis, and the 
Spirit of God the power of christian fellow
ship. 

I should now like to take up the thought 
of what is universal and local. In I Corin
thians i. 2 we read : "Unto the church 
of God which is at Corinth, to them that 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both theirs and ours." 

The question of locality makes no dif
ference to the Lordship of Christ. If we 
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think of Christians in Australia, Christ is 
their Lord as much as He is our Lord. 
There is no idea of restriction geographi
cally or by national boundaries, and where-
ever the Lordship of Christ is owned 
there must be the recognition of christian 
fellowship—He is our Lord and their Lord. 
We are not merely so many in one locality 
bound together by the Lord ; the bond 
exists wherever there are believers. The 
bond of christian fellowship is universal. 
I would urge the consideration of this 
principle. The bond in the Lord is not 
merely local ; of course it has a local 
application, but the bond is universal. 
Therefore if I take my place in Lewisham, 
I am under the obligation of christian 
fellowship in Lewisham. If I go to New
castle, there is the same Lord and the 
same bond. We should look for the same 
features in Newcastle as in Lewisham. 
"Both theirs and ours" implies a universal 
bond that Christians are responsible to 
recognise wherever they may be. What 
a wonderful thing Christianity is ! it sup
poses the control of the Lord, and. only 
where the rule of the Lord is acknow
ledged is there the possibility of prac
tical fellowship. 

Then, too, the death of Christ has uni-
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versal application. It applies in Australia 
as here ; distance makes no difference. 
The same moral conditions are to be recog
nised in each place. The same death of 
Christ severs us from the world here in 
Lewisham as it severs Christians from 
the world in Australia. All over the world 
the same principles are true. We are 
separated from the world by the Lordship 
of Christ and we find our communion 
together on the ground of His death. 

Hence, also, since the Holy Spirit is 
the power of christian fellowship, wherever 
He acts the same conditions exist. The 
Spirit of God at one time worked mightily 
in Jerusalem. Later on we find the Spirit 
operative in Antioch. He said, "Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them." The Holy Spirit 
was working apart from any geographical 
consideration. Where the town was located 
made no difference ; wherever the Spirit of 
God was, there were the possibilities of 
christian fellowship. The power of chris
tian fellowship lies in the Spirit oi-God. 

Before considering that which is universal, 
I would like to point out that there are 
three other circles which precede and lead 
on to what is universal in its character ; 
for we need spiritual enlargement in order 


