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Introduction. 

SINCE the death of George Soltau, numerous letters have been 
received, speaking of the help and spiritual guidance given by 
his message, both spoken and written ; it is thought, therefore, 
that a brief sketch of his life would be valued by many, both at 
home and abroad. Such a sketch is accordingly given here, as 
a fitting introduction to a collection of writings on personal 
work which Mr. Soltau left behind him, embodying his life 
experience as a worker for God. 

For this work he was prepared by a very varied training, 
gained by actual experience among men of all sorts and condi
tions, and by constant study of the Scriptures at first hand, 
rather than through the interpretation of other thinkers. Rows 
of notebooks, collections of carefully compiled papers, testify to 
his studious preparation for Bible teaching. 

He used a studied simplicity of diction, sometimes confining 
himself to the use of words of one syllable, even when dealing 
with so difficult a subject as our Lord's Second Coming.* 

George Soltau was born at Plymouth, on the 4th of February, 
1847; he was the fifth child and eldest son of the Henry W. 
Soltau, whose writings on the Old Testament, and especially on 
the Tabernacle, were well-known to the past generation, and 
whose earnestness is attested by the fact, that, led by deep convic
tion, he left the Church of his fathers, and joined the ",Plymouth 
Brethren," thereby cutting himself off for a time from nearly all 
bis relations, and greatly injuripg his temporal prospects, for be 

• An amusing illustration of this occurred during his first visit to Canada.
At the close of a drawing-room meeting, a well-known Presbyterian minister 
asked, " How did you make such a subject so simple? " "That is my trade
secret," was the laughing reply; but when pressed to be "brotherly,' to bis 
friends' great amazement, Mr. Soltau said be had spoken in words of one 
syllable. 
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left the Bar to devote himself to Christian work, a step that 
naturally entailed many material losses on his family. His 
children inherited, in an unusual way, t�e noble spirit which 
counted all loss for Christ as gain ; all of them have been 
labourers in Christ's vineyard, and they look back with intense 
reverence and admiration to the father and mother, whose 
example had been an inspiration. 

When George was about twelve he passed through a season 
of deep conviction, of which his eldest surviving sister writes as 
follows:-

" I have a very vivid recollection of a winter's evening at 
'Durrant,' near Bideford, when dear George was twelve years 
of age, of his coming to me-for I often helped him in his 
school preparation-with a pale face and in an irritable mood, to 
tell me how burdensome his studies were. At length, throwing 
down his book, be burst into tears. I thought something was 
troubling him, and being in the habit of gaining his confidence, 
I drew him to me and let him sob on my shoulder. After a 
while I asked if the day had been difficult? had anything hap
pened? were bis masters vexed with him ? etc. At last he began 
to pour out his story. It had been a half holiday, he had 
returned home as usual, and asked permission of the governess 
to go down to the sea, as he had heard there was a wreck on 
the sands. Being a wet day she refused, but he stole away, 
saddled a donkey, and went off alone. At the sand-heap end of 
Westward Ho! he saw the wreck, and came suddenly on two 
dead bodies thrown up by the rising tide. The ghastly sight 
appalled him. Frightened and trembling, and conscious
stricken, he turned homewards. Getting off the Common on to 
the Northam Road, he met a Mr. Richards, a very earnest soul 
winner, who had already has talks with several of the boys 
at Tusculum School. Glad to see a face he knew, he sprang 
from the donkey, and poured out the whole story in fear and 
trembling to Mr. Richards, who spoke very solemnly to him 
about s£n. 'The wages of sin is death,' and after a long talk 
he said, 'George, my boy, don't go to bed to-night till you have 
found Christ.' His agony was intense, and it was not until 
very late that he was persuaded to go to bed, and then his sobs 
woke his brother Henry, who occupied the same room. He 
also had been under conviction of sin, though he had said 
nothing about it to anyone. Renewed sobbing proceeded from 
their room, and I went in to try and comfort them, giving them 
many promises ; Henry was the first to lay hold of the words, 
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' Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out,' and very 
soon after the light broke upon George, through the same text, 
and with happy faces they soon fell asleep. 

" The next morning when we all came downstairs the suo 
was shining brightly, and George was standing by the window 
very thoughtfully. I put my arm around him to wish him good
morning; he whispered, 'It is all right, I am saved, the Blood 
of Jesus Christ has cleansed me from all sin.' Henry was 
bright and jubilant: 'I am so happy, I am so happy' was all 
he could say. 

" From that day they began their life work-in winning 
souls. We moved to Exeter when George was about 
fourteen, and very soon he was in active Sunday School work 
with his sisters amongst the rough brickfield lads and others, 
and had a good deal to bear often on• his way to and from 
school from the taunts of his companions." 

Very often in after life he recalled his first attempt at house 
visitation. He offered to read the Bible to an old couple who 
kept an apple stall-no doubt a familiar haunt of the boy. The 
reading was effective ; Sunday trade was sacrificed, and the old 
man and his wife became Church-goers. His teaching was 
always practical-faith first, then works. 

His sense of personal unworthiness, which is still vividly 
remembered by a cousin some years older, to whom George 
Soltau opened his heart, was never lost, though side by side 
with it was a deep feeling of Christ's power working in and 
through him, which gave authority to his words. It was this 
selflessness which made his human sympathies so strong and 
tender, and which explains the hundreds of letters written 
about him since his death, as well as to him during his life by 
grateful men and women all the world over. 

At the age of eighteen he passed the Civil Service Examina
tion, and obtained a clerkship in H.M. Office of Works and 
Public Buildings. He retained this post for eleven years, and 
used to tell striking stories of his experiences with his fellow 
clerks. The office hours were short, and his whole leisure was 
given to work ; ordinary social life presenting little attraction 
to him, so long as the cry of the helpless reached his ready ear, 
Very soon the young official joined himself to the work going 
on in connection with the " Lamb and Flag" Ragged Schools. 
Here, almost under the shadow of the old gateway of the 
Knights of St. John, and just off Cler ken well Green, a great 
and good work, if outwardly very humble, was carried on. 
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'The special week evening services held one July, during the 
-children's holidays, will never be forgotten by many then
children, who themselves being won for Christ, became workers.

The Sunday School outgrew its premises, and another build
·ing was taken for the girls.

The Ragged School work naturally led to much visiting in 
its wretched neighbourhood, the home of many costermongers 
-and of thieves-part of the '' Lamb and Flag" building had at 
one time been a well-known thieves' lodging house. It stood at 
the head of two alleys, Lamb Court and Bit Alley, the latter 
leading into Turnmill Street, and connecting with Frying Pan 
Alley, and the immediate district was known as "Jack Ketch's 
Warren." 

Mr. Soltau became Superintendent for Mr. George Bray ; 
the London City Missionary for Cow Cross, who only retired 
last year, after 41 years of devoted service. In Clerkenwell Mr. 
Soltau learned many of the lessons which were to stand him in 
good stead-power of organization, of controlling roughs, of 
understanding children, of ministering not only to the souls, 
but to the bodies of the wretched people in like environment. 
Temperance work, sewing classes, night schools, and other 
means of help were carried on. Weird scenes were witnessed 
io the alleys; their costermonger tenants sometimes housing a 
donkey in the room next to their own living room, which was at 
times shared by fowls, as in Ireland, and the gift of a new laid 
egg might be bestowed on a visitor in token of gratitude for 
-some timely help. Cabbages- were piled anywhere, inside ot
out, while more tempting wares, such as plums, had to be
stored for safe keeping under the beds !

Patience and love wrought many wonders, here as elsewhere, 
and many lives were changed through George Soltau's words 
in public and in private, and by his influence as a young o.nd 
eager preacher who earnestly taught the Way of the Cross. 

Clerkenwell Green was larger then than it is now, and it was 
:a great resort of Bradlaugh and his followers, as well as of 
many others who had strange creeds to proclaim-such as the 
.disciples of Johanna Southcote. Here twice on Sunday, and 
oftentimes in the week during the summer, did Mr. Soltau, with 
his splendid band of workers, speak and sing the Words of 
Life, and many, who would not go inside a church or school, 
were there won for Christ. From time to time his two 
brothers were associated with him in the work, and there 
were always several earnest teachers following his lead. 
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The increasing work brought a good many ladies from the 
congregation of the Rev. R. W. Forrest- later Dean of 
Worcester-to help in one way or other. Among these was 
Miss Grace E. Tapson, the eldest of the ten daughters of a busy 
medical man, to whom on March 12th, 1874 (the inclement day 
on which the Duke of Edinburgh brought his bride into London), 
Mr. Soltau was married, in Holy Trinity Church, Bayswater. 

They had been brought together in work for Christ, and they 
began a happy married life of over 35 years, with a passionate 
desire to give themselves for life to His work. How this was 
fulfilled this brief sketch will indicate; it need only be said here, 
that though the work in later years entailed long and trying-
separations, the tie only grew and strengthened. 

The fashion of "slumming" was unknown in 1874, but Mrs. 
George Soltau was delighted that her lot should be cast in the 
East End. They took a house in Myddleton Square, within easy 
reach of the Charterhouse and other charming relics of the 
past ; but to them the special attraction was its nearness to the 
" Lamb and Flag." The following year was the time of Moody 
and Sankey's first great Mission in London, and every available 
hour was given by George Soltau to helping it, while he and his 
wife entertained many visitors in connection with it from 
different parts of England and America. Among these was 
Louis Lucien Rochat, a young Swiss Pasteur, who there and 
then became a total abstainer, and went back to establish the 
Croix Bleu, which has done so much for temperance in France 
and Switzerland. 

China and its claims had become dear to their hearts, for in 
1872 George Soltau had been made a member of the newly
established Council of the China Inland Mission. Any Sunday 
that could be spared from Clerkenwell was given to preaching 
for the Evangelization Society, or for friends in many parts of 
the country. 

Among the intimate friends of the Soltaus was Dr. Barnardo, 
who had for some time been anxious that George Soltau should. 
join him, and in 1876 he offered him the Governorship of the 
Village Home for Girls, about to be opened at Ilford. Mr. 
Soltau's health was suffering from the strain of bis work, and 
his wife could not expose herself so much as before to the risks of 
bad air and infection ; the change to the country seemed there
fore most desirable for them and their two babies. So in 
September, 1876, the step was taken, and the launch into 
mission work made-a step criticised by a good many friends, 
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but which George Soltau and his wife were confident was in 
response to a call of God. 

The seven years at Ilford were full of arduous work. The 
story of the Village Home is being written elsewhere, for it is 
still continually growing and developing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Soltau's share in the organisation and management in those 
early days of stress and strain is still gratefully remembered by 
the workers who survive, and by many of the girls in England 
a.nd abroad. 

The Sunday morning services were perhaps unique in their 
interest. A company of nearly 600 girls of all ages, with the 
village mothers and helpers, formed the congregation. The 
singing was a special feature, Mr. Soltau frequently practising 
the girls in it in the day school, and always leading it on 
Sundays. The sermon frequently appealed as much to "eye
gate" as to "eargate.'' For example, the village carpenter's 
aid was sought to make a door, which was set up on the plat
form with side posts and lintel ; a basin of red liquid and a 
handful of herbs then completed the preparation for a descrip
tion of Passover Day. 

Since those Ilford days thousands in many parts of the world 
have been entranced by the same graphic description of a 
Hebrew home in the slave quarter of the great Egyptian city, 
have seen the father returning from toil at nightfall, throwing 
down his tools for '' the last time," then killing the lamb, which 
had been the children's pet for four days, and handing it to the 
mother to prepare for the " supper." After sprinkling the 
Blood on door posts and lintel, and shuttz''ng the door, they saw 
the father in imagination gather the children around him-one 
little girl weeping on his knee-that he might tell them God's 
plan of redemption-the eldest boy's start and quickened atten
tion, as he learned that his life would have been taken that 
night, but for the death of the lamb, was touched upon, and the 
lesson on the blood-sprinkled door was pressed home in a 
way that could never be forgotten. 

Another day a model of the Sluggard's Vineyard, with its 
broken fence and trodden vines, brought home many practical 
lessons of order to the young hearers who were being trained 
as home makers. 

At the service on Sunday evening, when only elder girls were 
present, there was room for more of the Barkingside people, 
and many were led to Christ. To such an uncommon audience 
men of varied position and gifts gladly came to speak-Admiral 
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Fishbourne, Mr. Spencer Walton, Sir Robert Anderson, Major 
Malan, the three "Gipsy Brothers" with their fiddles, a con
verted actor, and many more. 

During those seven years there were periods of intense joy in 
seeing the spiritual life of the workers deepened, and in seeing 
the children confess Christ, and live out their profession. 

Nearly every night had its special claim ; Bible reading with 
the mothers, the weekly prayer service, magic lantern lectures 
in instructive subjects, song services, temperance addresses ; 
and to some twelve small towns and villages in the neighbour
hood Mr. Soltau went as opportunity offered. 

Open air work, which Mr. Soltau always loved, was also 
diligently carried on at Barkingside. He often held two ser
vices in different directions on Sunday, one before and another 
after the evening service; saying that to inhale fresh air always 
rested him. Frequently he would take his stand opposite one 
or other of the many public-houses in the neighbourhood, and 
use its name as a text for a pungent address, never failing to 
present the full Gospel. 

To help those struggling against the temptation of drink, a 
small coffee and reading room was opened in the Horns district, 
and later on a mission hall was built. 

Many happy friendships were formed with some of the 
visitors who came to see the village, and whose entertainment 
took up much of the time and attention of the Governor and his 
wife. One who is now a well-known missionary, wrote on hear
ing of Mr. Sol tau's death, "A talk I had with him, in your draw
ing-room one evening, is one of the most precious memories of 
my life. That was my first real experience of Jesus Christ, and 
I lay awake the whole night after with the pure joy of it. Oh ! 
what a crown of rejoicing will be his in that day." 

A clergyman, who was then an Eton schoolboy, wrote-'' My 
first memory of dear Mr. Soltau has left a very vivid impress 
on my mind, and I trust also a blessed lifelong lesson to my 
heart. My dear father used to take us over on summer Sunday 
afternoons to the Village Home, a visit we always enjoyed, 
then to tea with Mr. and Mrs. Soltau before the Gospel service. 
What fixed itself in my memory was the way in which Mr. 
Soltau loved and honoured Scripture. It was this which made 
him so much honoured as a servant of God.,, 

Three children were born during those seven busy years, and 
then the call to move on came through various circumstances. 
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In June, 1883, they left, sure it was God's purpose, but with nCJ

idea what the future work was to be. Three months were spent 
at Hastings where " little Jack," the boy who was always a sun
beam in the home, was born, and where Mr. Soltau crowded 
100 meetings into August-object lessons on the beach for 
children, classes for workers, Bible readings, and Gospel ser
vices for various classes of people. 

In October Mr. and Mrs. Soltau settled in 69, Beresford 
Road, drawn thither by Mildmay and its many interests. In 
preparation for Mr. Moody's coming, Mr. Soltau gave addresses 
to workers in many parts of London. These were published 
under the title of "The Inquiry Room," and widely circulated 
in England and America, and are still being used to train 
workers, and they form the nucleus of the present volume, 
enlarged by growing study and experience. 

Five months were spent with Mr. Moody at his Missions in 
Highbury, Clapham, and other parts of London, including the 
time at Stratford with Atheists, which seemed to all who wit
nessed it a marvellous manifestation of the Holy Spirit's power. 
It was one man and Jehovah against thousands of Atheists, and 
the victory was sure. 

In later years, in Tasmania, it fell to Mr. Soltau's lot to be the 
only champion to meet a skilled infidel speaker, who came 
from Melbourne to Launceston, and, being largely advertised, 
drew crowds of working men to an open air meeting on Sunday 
afternoon. After listening for a time, he asked permission to 
speak, and obeying the precept to " Answer a fool according to 
his folly," he exposed the sophistry of the arguments just 
listened to. The listening crowd, curious and eager to see with 
whom the victory lay, soon caught the drift of his words and 
heartily endorsed them. In their enthusiasm they ran the 
speaker right out of the town; defeated and humiliated, he 
never dared to shew himself there again. 

George Soltau had never thought of taking up work abroad 
until the claims of Canada were strongly brought before him by 
Miss Annie Macpherson. In April, 1884, he went to Toronto, 
where he was warmly welcomed; he preached in many churches, 
and gave Bible readings in private houses. Of his work there 
Mr. Goforth, the well-known missionary in China, wrote 
recently most gratefully, speaking of the blessing received by 
many at that time. 

Returning to England, he met the Rev. C. Cuthbert 
Hall, of Brooklyn, on board the steamer, and the result was an 
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invitation to New York. He went there in the autumn of 1884; 
many valued friendships date from this visit, and several of the 
incidents mentioned in this volume took place in the towns of 
New Jersey, where he held missions with remarkable 
success, both in dealing with unbelievers, and in deepening the 
spiritual life of Christians. The frankness and warmheartedness 
of many Americans roused a deep response in Mr. Soltau, 
stimulating him to give himself to the utmost to his work. 
Among others, one bearer wrote, '' We owe more to him in 
Bible study than to any other human leader" ; and this is the 
feeling of many. 

One year more was spent in evangelistic work, chiefly in the 
North of England, so that he was little at home, and then came 
the invitation from Mrs. Reed to undertake the pastorate of the 
'' Christian Mission Church " in Launceston, Tasmania, which 
she had built in memory of her husband. 

In July, 1886, Mr. and Mrs. Soltau, and their six children, 
set sail, and those who were there to say farewell and wish 
them God-speed, well remember the bright and handsome face of 
the youngest child, the much-loved Jack, who was laid to rest 
"till the day dawn" under the Southern Cross. 

A dedication service had been held at the close of the Mild
may Conference, when Mr. and Mrs. Soltau were commended to 
the Lord for His work in Tasmania, and the hands of many 
well-known ministers were laid in blessing on Mr. Soltau's 
head. 

Seven years of incessant work, and also of happy home life, 
were passed in Tasmania. Among the many developments may 
be noted the introduction of the Christian Endeavour move
ment, which formed a most practical training school for young 
workers. One of its many committees, that for " welcoming 
strangers," became· of marked usefulness in getting into touch 
with new comers and passing travellers, such as sailors. 
Though the work was in the hands of young people, the Pastor 
was always at hand, and if the questions and difficulties of the 
enquirer were such as the young worker could not deal with, 
he was summoned, and there are many who can still recall the 
easy way in which, to use his own phraseology, he '' diagnosed 
the case," and from the Bible treasury drew forth just the verse 
to meet the need. 

On one occasion a sailor from a vessel in port strolled into 
the service, and at the close a young worker at his side entered 
into conversation with him, but found it very hard to mnke the 

2 
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Gospel message plain to his mind. '' How could a verse on 
that page apply to hi"m?" Taking out a £5 note Mr. Soltau 
spread it on his open Bible, and asked the sailor if he knew its 
value, and how to appropriate and use it. Very soon the young 
man saw that just in the same way a Bible verse might be 
received and used, if only it was fully believed in, and he went 
away rejoicing. 

It was through the Christian Endeavour meetings that a 
young Jew was brought to Christ, the story of whose baptism 
will be found as written by Mr. Soltau in the appendix. 

The '' Sunshine Committee," whose members carried flowers 
and other offerings to sick and suffering neighbours, may also 
be mentioned ; but, perhaps, the most important of all the 
committees was that concerned with missions, and in this the 
elder daughter, Mabel, who has since 1901 been a missionary in 
China, was an eager and enthusiastic worker, devising various 
schemes for getting useful work done by its members. 

Much systematic visiting was carried on by both Mr. and 
Mrs. Soltau, not only to the members of his congregation, 
regular or irregular, but at the hospital at the depot-where 
hundreds of old convicts ended their days-and, indeed, in any 
place where sad and suffering people were to be found. Their 
loving ministry also included the street given over to sin and 
evil, and one result of this work was the establishment of a 
Rescue Home. 

Nor was Mr. Soltau's work bounded by Launceston. Missions 
were held in several places in Tasmania ; and twice a year he 
took part in conferences at Melbourne. There he was one of a 
group of ministers known as the "Geelong Band," an associa
tion which was a great source of joy and interest. The closest 
friendship of his life was with the late Rev. H. B. Macartney, 
whose tender, sympathetic spirit was in close accord with his 
own, and they delighted to share with each other any fresh rays 
of light on the study of the Book, which was indeed to both 
the very bread of life. 

Easter week was a time of retreat ; these blessed seasons 
of communion with God all present look back upon with thank
fulness. The annual conference at Geelong corresponds to the 
'' Keswick " of England. 

Mr. Hudson Taylor was an honoured visitor to the Soltau's 
home, and his visit and the special meetings addressed by him 
and Mr. Beauchamp, roused a lasting interest in Tasmania in the 
China Inland Mission. Mr. Chalmers and Mr. Lawes from the 
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New Guinea Mission also came, and Dr. John Paton, from the 
New Hebrides, amongst many others. 

But these seven years in Launceston were also a period of 
home happiness such as was never again enjoyed. The 
beautiful position and surroundings of Launceston, and the 
exquisite climate, contributed to this, and there were many 
delightful excursions which Mr. Soltau shared with bis children, 
sailing on the Tamar, fishing in up country streams, or camp
ing in the bush. Here in 1890 the twin sons were born, 
completing the family. 

Then various reasons, too long to be stated, seemed to point 
to the end of Mr. Soltau's work, and, greatly needing a rest to 
prevent a breakdown of health, he accepted an invitation to 
India. There he stayed with his brother, Dr. Henry Soltau, at 
Ootacamund, and in the glorious scenery of the Nilgiri Hills 
met many fellow-workers from different parts of the country. 
Of his visit to Madras, Mrs. Longhurst Ward writes-" He has 
ever been remembered, for I felt he was a man with a message, 11 

and again, "Some of those who came to bis meetings were 
brought to Christ, and many of the missionary group entered 
into a fresh experience of spiritual life." At Hyderabad Mr. 
Soltau stayed with Canon Malcolm Goldsmith, and at Bangalore 
with his veteran friend of Devonshire days, the Rev. G. W. 
Gillings. Here he was intensely interested in the little band of 
native Christians, who, with the Gillings', were messengers of 
the Cross in many of the villages in the surrounding country. 
Perhaps his most abiding work in the East was in 
Ceylon, where, as the guest of Mr. Lover, he spoke frequently 
to the soldiers, to whom Mr. Lover's house was thrown open 
one evening in the week. The good work was at its height at 
this time, and Mr. Soltau immensely appreciated the joy of 
sharing in it. He also took an active part in speaking to men 
of various races through interpreters, and in visiting in the 
jungle young converts who were suffering persecution for the 
sake of Christ. 

While in Ceylon he saw, for a few days, his two eldest 
children on their way to England, there to continue their educa
tion ; and, later on, he rejoined his wife and six other children 
in Melbourne, where a fresh home was established. But the 
home in Melbourne was overshadowed by a deep and lasting 
sorrow. It was here that " little Jack" succumbed to an attack 
of typhoid fever. He was a boy of brilliant promise, and 
exceptionally loving and loveable-with the sunny lighthearted 
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nature that endeared him to all. He enjoyed his life to the 
uttermost, and when the end drew near, and he was told that 
this was the case, so strong was his vitality that he sho\�ed 
great surprise ; but very soon, in simple words, he accepted 
God's Will as best-an hour or so later he folded his hands, 
and with the whispered words, "Ready, quite ready, Lord 
Jesus," his spirit passed into His presence where there is 
fulness of joy. 

Mr. Soltau's tenderness towards little children had always 
been noticeable, but from this time it was deepened, and those 
who heard him will never forget his loving appeals to them in the 
mission at Warnambool, to which he went almost immediately 
after little Jack's death. 

After a year of mission work in Australia, Mr. Soltau was 
called to New Zealand. 

His work here, lasting for two-and-a-half years, was perhaps 
richer in visible results than any that had gone before. Mrs. 
Soltau looks back upon that time, when she was able to be with 
her husband, and fully enter into and share his work, as one of the 
happiest periods of their happy iife. But the cold of the winter 
of 1895 was abnormal; immense snowdrifts made the travelling 
arduous. It was at this time that the illness was contracted 
from which he suffered ever afterwards, and which ultim
ately caused his death. From the beginning of his visit to 
Ney; Zealand, the responsiveness of his audiences was clearly 
felt by Mr. Soltau, who, satisfied that he was for a time to be 
in New Zealand, cabled to his wife that he had accepted the 
loan of an old friend's house in Dunedin for six months, and 
that the Melbourne house was to be given up. He returned to 
Australia for one more Geelong Conference, as usual a time of 
happiness and blessing. 

The following six months at Dunedin were spent in ceaseless 
missions in and around the city, much blessing following them, 
and the work growing and developing. 

Then, when the elder children were settled at colleges and 
schools, and the twins established under the care of the faithful 
nurse, who had been a valued member of the home circle since 
Ilford days, the way became clear for Mrs. Soltau to accompany 
her husband on a more extended tour, embracing not only the 
four chief towns of Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington, and 
Auckland, where some few years before great interest had 
been aroused by the visit of the Rev. George Grubb and his 
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band of workers, but many small and scattered towns and 
villages. 

The most charming and eager hospitality was shewn every
where; they stayed in about fifty Presbyterian manses, in whose 
churches missions were conducted, and the Bishop of Nelson 
licensed him as a preacher in that diocese. He preached usually 
three times on Sundays, and five week evenings. Four after
noons a week there were special children's services, and often 
there were extra meetings, or perhaps a gathering for ministers 
was convened. 

Mrs. Soltau addressed many women's meetings in the after
noons, and frequently drove out to small outlying places for 
meetings in schoolrooms and country churches, in order that 
the people who could not come in to the more central meeting 
might also be reached. She remembers with keen pleasure the 
warm reception they had in some little places among the moun
tains, and with what eagerness their teaching was drunk in by 
the Swedish and Norwegian settlers, who, with tears of joy 
streaming down their faces, would ejaculate, '' Oh, Jesus, 
Jesus," streams of supplication pouring forth, to which it 
was easy to say Amen, though the actual words were little 
understood. 

The kindness of many members of the well-known \-Villiams 
family (which has given bishops and archdeacons to the diocese 
of Waipu) can never be forgotten. One home in particular was 
always open to Mr. and Mrs. Soltau, and close by was a large 
school for Maori girls, many of whom gave evidence of being 
truly converted under their teaching. They went about among 
the Maoris in many parts, conversing with them by means of 
interpreters, and one of the " object lessons" which had proved 
very successful in attracting thousands of children elsewhere 
was translated into Maori, and was received by them with 
grunts of approbation. 

Perhaps Mr. Soltau's chief aim throughout this tour was the 
deepening of the spiritual life of Church members, feeling that 
they in their turn would all become messengers to the uncon
verted, and of the truth of this he had many proofs. 

The responsibility of the Christian Church towards those in 
the darkness of heathenism was constantly dwelt upon, and a 
" Missionary Day" usually closed all the longer missions, 
resulting in large sum� of money being given as thank-offerings. 

From February 1886 to December 1887, Mr. and Mrs. Soltau 
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travelled on from place to place, spending the Christmas month 
with their children at Port Chalmers. 

Eighty-six missions in sixty different places were held, and 
everywhere the interest was great, and a wide spirit of charity 
drew together differing sections of Christ's Body. 

Many remarkable answers to prayer were given. On several 
occasions, when funds were needed to send out to foreign fields 
a ready and suitable worker, Mr. Soltau would say, "We will 
ask for that sum to-night," and it was always forthcoming. 

Long-standing quarrels were made up. In one place there 
bad been such bitter strife that a church had been broken up, 
and two rival ones formed, but the message was sent through 
Mr. Soltau, and one evening the deacons of both churches were 
seen kneeling side by side ; peace was made, and the congre
gations reunited. 

"There was great joy in that city" described many towns in 
New Zealand. One direct result was that about one hundred 
men and women offered themselves for foreign mission work. 

On all the Bank Holidays, open conferences were held, when 
many people came from great distances to take part. It so 
happened that a journey to one of these conferences was made 
in a train conveying racehorses to a popular race meeting about 
to take place. But Mr. Soltau's meetings were in no way hin
dered, and as the result of a mission previously held there, not a 
single resident could be found to take the gate money at the 
races. Notorious drunkards had been converted, and all were 
at the conference. 

Recollections of those years, so brimming with interest, could 
be indefinitely continued did space permit. It was when Mr. 
and Mrs. Soltau were staying at the wonderful hot springs of 
Rotorua for a little rest, that a cablegram arrived which decided 
their return to England. 

Here may be give the recollections of the Rev. D. 0 "Ponnell, 
formerly of Victoria, as follows :-

It was at a Geelong Convention about 1889 that I first met our dear 
brother, Mr. Soltau. On "Missionary Day" he gave a very remarkable 
and original Bible reading, that at once revealed his close and intimate 
knowledge of the Word of God. From that time n close friendship 
SP.rang up between us which I treasure as one of the distinct joys of my 
hfe. A little later he gave a series of " Bible Talks" on the "Taber
nacle," in the Malvern (Melbourne) Congregational Church, of which 
I was then the Pastor, and in which he again appeared ns a "pnst 
master" in bringing to light the more obscure teachmg of the symbols 
of the Old Testament. It was an education and a spiritual uplift to my 
people. 

About this time Mr. Soltau was led to pny n short visit to India, and 
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after his return to Australia he went to New Zealand. His letters from 
thence shewed that the Lord was putting him through a severe test of 
faith, but as an apt scholar he graduated quickly, and became increas
ingly " a workman that needed not to be ashamed." 

Duriug the years 1896-7 I followed him in New Zealand, where we had 
some times of hallowed fellowship. 

One outstanding memory of that period is a "Convention," on Kes
wick lines, which we organised and conducted in the city of Christ
church, and which was marvellously blessed to hundreds of God's dear 
children. Singularly enough it was held in the "Temrle of Truth," a
large handsome building erected by the dupes of one o the most arrant 
scoundrels who ever travestied the cause of religion. 

In the course of his address at this Convention, our dear brother 
threw floods of light upon the deeper truths of the Word of God, and I 
am confident that there are sti11 large numbers of men and women who 
thank God for help then received. We never met again after those days 
of blessing. My path led me to New South Wales, and he left f<,>r 
England. 

While writing this little sketch, I am supplying the pulpit of the 
Mission Church, Launceston, Tasmania, of which my dear friend was 
Pastor from 1886-1893. His portrait hangs in the vestry where he dealt 
with so many anxious souls. Again and again I have stood gazing into 
that honest face, recalling some of the sweetest and most sacred 
memories of past days. The value and genuineness of a man's work 
for God is best proved by the stability and permanence of it� results, 
and judged by this test, Mr. Soltau's ministry in this city was of a high 
order of efficiency. Here, as elsewhere, the Hand of God through our 
dear brother made a deep a1_1d abiding impression in the lives and 
characters of many who are now reflecting glory in the" Name that is 
above every name." 

Reaching England in January, 1898, it was a great joy to be 
able to re-assemble their seven children under one roof, and to 
receive the warm welcomes of their many brothers, sisters and 
friends. 

Mr. Soltau's work in England was that of a teacher of the 
Bible, the need for which was making itself felt. The four years 
of his stay in England were occupied with numerous lectures 
and classes in many places, such as Brighton, Guildford, Tun
bridge Wells, Colchester, Croydon, Malvern, Oxford, Reading, 
Darlington, Sunderland, Stockton, Middlesbrough, Richmond, 
and Ealing, besides those in many parts of London. As a rule 
he took a round of five centres each week, holding, whenever 
possible, two classes each day, and returning to his family for 
Saturday and Sunday, whenever near enough. The fatigue was 
great, but the work was carried on, in spite of rather frequent 
attacks of illness and exhaustion. 

Within five years Mr. and Mrs. Soltau had to part with their 
five eldest children ; the elder daughter going to China as a 
missionary, the younger one to India as a medical missionary ; 
the eldest son starting practice in Plymouth as a consulting 
physician, the second son going to Mexico, and the third to 



Introduction. 

India, as a member of the Indian Medical Service. In the spring 
of 1902 a pressing invitation led Mr. Soltau to America for a 
short visit, and before bis return he accepted a position on the 
faculty of Dr. W. W. White's Bible Teacher's Training School, 
which was about this time removed to New York. 

The Bible School of New York was, and is, a focus of interest 
for travellers, to whom its varied work appeals, and many 
missionaries spend part of their furlough there in learning new 
methods of Bible teaching, or in the enjoyment of congenial com
panionship. 

Many, both missionaries and regular students, found their 
way to the rooms of the school buildings occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Soltau, to ask q uestioos and discuss difficulties. It was 
sometimes said that Mr. Soltau should be labelled " Answers" 
-so many queries were addressed to him, so many moot points
submitted to his judgment.

Besides the regular classes in the Bible school, Mr. Soltau 
undertook a good deal of the extension work in parts of New 
York, in cities on the banks of the Hudson, and in Philadelphia 
and Germantown. This work was mainly in connection with 
Presbyterian, and one or two Episcopalian Churches. 

A weekly gathering of one hundred or more railway 
employees, arranged by the Y.M.C.A., interested Mr. Soltau 
very greatly. They would all dine together in the railway 
restaurant, and then adjourn for an hour's Bible teaching. This 
was an opportunity that roused Mr. Soltau to the utmost ; his 
enthusiasm for his subject was contagious, and none can doubt 
that the results, however impossible to tabulate, were real and 
lasting, even if they did not satisfy the eager longing heart of 
the teacher. There was much splendid Christian work being 
done in New York, and it was a joy and privilege, deeply appre
ciated by Mr. and Mrs. Soltau, to be able to associate with so 
many earnest workers. 

One great friend was the superintendent of Christian work of 
a Protestant type, among the police-a work of great difficulty 
in a city where eight-tenths of the police are Irish Catholics. 
The very difficulty was a test of earnestness, and the influence 
of the little band was proportionately great. Mr. Soltau also 
frequently visited the Cremorne Mission, where work of the 
same kind, as in the better known Water Street Mission, is 
carried on. For twenty years the Gospel has been preached 
every night of the year to the outcast men who drift there like 
the scum of the sea wave. 
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These people were of much the same type as those among 
whom Mr. Soltau had worked, so many years ago, in Clerken
well slums. Here, once more, he told the old, old Bible 
stories in the simplest of language, with the same strong per
sonal appeal that had so often stirred the hearts of London 
roughs, and night after night souls were won for Christ. 

Since Mr. Sol tau's death many letters, from many lands, have 
borne witness to the inspiration and help that the writers, when 
students at the Bible school, had found in his teaching. 

The summer of 1905 was spent on a spur of the Catskills, 
where many residents in New York have their summer homes, 
Men and women of all and no denominations gathered in the 
little Union Church, attracted by what seemed to them fresh 
and original methods of teaching. 

It was a grief to leave New York, but travelling in the depth 
of winter, which was demanded by Mr. Soltau's department in 
extension work of the school, rendered it advisable that be should 
seek quieter work, and for a year he undertook the pastorate of 
the first Baptist Church in Sioux City, Iowa. There his labours 
were abundant, but he regained strength, and then went to live 
in the neighbourhood of Chicago, drawn there partly by the won
derful interest on the work founded by the beloved D. L. Moody, 
and partly in order that bis twin sons might be able to attend 
the North Western University at Evanston. For two years a 
home was made in a beautiful spot, just north of the bustling 
city of Chicago, a home in which, however, the beloved husband 
and father was very little present, as calls came to him from 
many parts. One winter was spent in missions in small places 
in Illinois and Dakota, where there were many hardships to 
face from the bitter cold and the long distances to be driven; 
places where life was very hard for the young ministers, who 
greatly appreciated the personal help given them, and the 
awakening of their congregations of scattered farmers to a 
sense of the way in which the Bible touches and deals with all 
parts of a man's life. 

A log cabin by one of the small lakes in North Wisconsin 
made a borne for the family for two summers. A conference 
was held there for one month, and this attracted a good many. 
It was an ideal spot, 1,700 feet up, virgin forest to the lake side, 
with small clearings here and there, where wild raspberries 
grew profusely. Meetings were held morning and evening, the 
afternoons being spent in rambles, rowing on the lake, and 
bathing. Sometimes the evening meeting was held on the lake, 
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everyone rowing out to some distance, and then gathering 
round the speaker's boat to listen to accounts of missionary 
effort in many places. Another evening it would be beside one 
of the huge bonfires, and this variety lent charm to the boys 
and girls of the company. These conferences are held in scores 
of summer settlements in America, and Mr. Soltau always went 
to several during the season. 

In July, 1907, Mr. Soltau said good-bye to the happy life at 
Lake Galilee, the members of the conference all assembling to 
wish him God-speed, and sing farewell hymns, as he started on 
his drive through the glorious woods on the long journey to 
California, where he went to take a part in the Bible teaching at 
the Mount Hermon Conference. (Mount Hermon is one of the 
new summer resorts on the Pacific coast.) 

The work proved of extraordinary interest, owing to the keen 
interest and eager questioning following the lessons, and the 
beautiful surroundings and open-air life added a delightful 
element of novelty. To the programme already arranged for 
him, Mr. Soltau added Bible talks for the children, which 
brought large attendances of happy youngsters, and informal 
addresses, during their rest hours, to the waitresses. These 
were mostly university students who were holiday-making and 
earning money towards the fees of the next university session at 
the same time. Canvas walls enclosed their quarters, and the 
great forest trees shaded them from the sun by day, and were 
their canopy at night. They, too, loved the quiet talks of the 
teacher on the Book he loved. From Mount Hermon, Mr. 
Soltau went on his way from one conference to another, happy 
in the work, but lonely, as was so often his lot. In December, 
1907, he was joined at Los Angeles by his second son, Cecil, 
who was recovering from a serious illness, after years of work 
in Mexico. They were together for some months, so that there 
was for both something of home life. At Los Angeles he held 
a series of Bible studies, to which many came from different 
churches and denominations. Various strange religious devel
opments were to be met with in Los Angeles, including the 
"Tongues" movement, which arose there, and which has since 
spread round the world. 

The summer of 1908 was again spent in helping at many con
ferences in Chicago and Evanston, atWinona, Green's Lake,(and 
Devil's Lake, including a third and last visit to Lake Galilee. In 
September, he and his wife went together to California, visiting 
friends at Sioux City on the way. It was his hope to find 
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settled work, and once more to make a home at Los Angeles, 
but it was not to be. All the arrangements, which bad seemed 
so promising, fell through. It was to be a pilgrim life to the 
end, and once again leaving his wife and son-a harder wrench 
than ever, for bodily strength seemed failing, and the dear 
human comradeships and care more necessary-he started 
on his last mission tour, may one not say " driven forth by the 
Spirit." 

Thanksgiving Day, 1908, was spent with dear friends, and 
midnight saw him on his way to Oregon, where he went at the 
invitation of Bishop Bell, of the United Brethren. 

Happy times of blessing and revival in some of the college 
towns when United Brethren were numerous, must have recalled 
to him the days in New Zealand. 

From place to place, further northward, as the doors opened 
he travelled on his lonely course. A great sorrow came sud
denly in the news of the death, by accident, of his third son in 
India. He was in the Indian Medical Service, with a most 
promising future before him, and the sorrow was deepened by 
his leaving a young wife and a son of four months old, whose 
birth had filled to the full the young father's cup of earthly joy. 
" How the shadows thicken as we go down into the valley," 
his father wrote, and the loss of one whom he had hoped would 
do much Christian work, seemed to make him only the more 
anxious himself to spend and be spent till the end. 

At Seattle he was comforted by the warm welcome of dear 
friends, who had planned out a full course of work for him. For 
three months he took charge of the University Place Baptist 
Chapel, and every hour of the day was filled by classes and 
meetings, but Saturday evenings were spent round the fireside, 
when, to a group of friends, he told stories of past experiences, 
living them over again, and enjoying the sense of rest and home 
-though very far from his own loved ones.

At the end of June he left Seattle, and travelled westward,
spending a week with his twin sons at Evanston, where they 
had just become graduates of the North Western University. 
This week remains, indeed, a precious last memory of their 
father, and an abiding influence in the lives of the boys, for 
while looking after their needs, and providing them with their 
outfits for life in the west, he gave them wise and loving 
counsel before they started on their summer occupation of road 
engineering near Spokane. 

Then came busy days at the Moody Institute. An extract 
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from his daily letter to his wife gave an idea of the work. 
'' Yesterday was a full day. 

1. Morning prayers with the men.
2. Morning prayers with the women.

3. Morning service at Christ Church for children, chiefly
belonging to the Orphanage, using Lesson Y. *

4. Gave Miss -- about an hour on the Gospel of St.
Matthew, and some points she wished cleared up. 

5. Expounded Lesson Y to women students working
among children, and gave it to them, as I can easily 
make another when I need it. They were greatly 
delighted. 

6. Went to Christ Church, spoke a little at Christian
Endeavour meeting, then in the open air, then the 
evening service. I felt I had earned my night's 
rest." 

Mr. Soltau was also at Milwaukee rejoicing in Mr. Melvin 
Trotter's remarkable mission among the outcasts. But the 
tireless spirit, eager to the last, often overworked the bodily 
frame, never very strong, and much weakened by fourteen 
years' suffering from a serious physical trouble. At Winona 
the intense heat caused a breakdown, compelling him to give 
up his last classes, and many grateful and regretful letters, by 
disappointed hearers, attest their sense of the great value of his 
leading. 

He persisted in going on to the mission at Green Lake, when 
his suffering became acute. Thence began the weary, painful 
journey westward, twice resting with his friends, whose Jove pro
vided every possible alleviation, and on September 8th he 
reached his wife and son, Cecil, at Los Angeles. 

He was confident that home and rest would restore him to 
health. He seemed to be gaining strength, and his old fun and 
brightness came out in talking with his son, and a friend, about 
their mining schemes, which he characterised as looking for a 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. After ten days he and 
his wife went to Santa Monica, that exquisite garden by the 
Blue Pacific, in hopes that the sea air he so loved might 
invigorate him. All the time, though rejoicing in rest and 
reunion with his wife, he was planning fresh work as 
soon as he should be able; but it was not to be. Another attack 
of pain followed on the 22nd September from which he never 
recovered. 

• A favourite object lesson on the broad and narrow way, from Deuteronomy
XXX, 1·20,
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No medical skill could now check the progress of the disease 
so long struggled against, and he gradually sank into a state of 
unconsciousness. The loving, heartbroken watchers could but be 
thankful that his weary frame was thus saved from further 
suffering, great though the price seemed-no farewell words or 
even looks. Just half a dozen broken sentences, showing that 
the One he loved best was very present to his inner con
sciousness, though ears were deaf, and eyes blind to all around, 
and so on October 4th, 1909, George Soltau fell asleep in Jesus. 

His body rests in the cemetery of Santa Monica, within 
sight of the blue hills of the Sierra Madre of the Pacific. On 
the granite slab recording his name are the words, 

'' AN AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST IN MANY LANDS.,, 
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ing in the SJums in the Evening 
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America - 1906-1 gog.

Died at Santa Monica 4th October, 1909. 



Personal Work for Christ, 
and Some Experiences. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Worker for Christ: His Qualifi
cations, Equipment, Training. 

"Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright 
the Word of Truth 11 (2 Timothy ii. 15, R.V.). 

"The Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle to• 
wards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correcting 
them that oppose themselves" (:i Timothy ii. 24, 25, R.V.). 

"Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you, and ye shall be My witnesses" (Acts i. 8). 

" We are ambassadors, therefore, on behalf of Christ, 
as though God were in treating by us: we beseech you on 
behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God" (2 Corinthians 
v. 20, R.V.).

"And working together with Him, we intreat also that
ye receive not the grace of God in vain 11 (2 Corinthians 
vi. 1 1 R.V.).

IN these four texts we have four definitions of the Christian 
-a workman, a servant or bond-servant, a wt'tness, and an
ambassador. God's messenger is God's mouthpiece by which
He conveys His message. It is his function to deliver the
message, not to alter or invent. He must therefore know his
message, and understand his message.

The messenger is to be a WORKMAN. Three things are 
needful for him : (a) he must be approved unto God ; (b) he 
must be one that "needeth not to be ashamed," either of his 
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Employer, his work, or his methods; (c) he must be skilled 
in his work, "handling aright the Word of Truth." It is 
essential for the messenger to know that he is sent in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and has, therefore, His help (Rom. 
viii. 26). He must be conscious of the dignity of his calling 
as a fisher of men; this will give him the tender sympathy 
and spiritual tact with which all individual work must be 
done. Accurate knowledge of Sc;ripture is most essential, in 
orde·r to handle it aright, to know what to quote and why to 
quote. Besides the literary knowledge of the Bible, the work
man must have spiritual insight, to speak things, for, as Saint 
Paul says," We speak wisdom among the perfect, yet a wis
dom not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age" ( I Cor. ii. 6, 
R. V.). So, then, the whole message must be first taught of
the Spirit, and clothed in words given by the Spirit, that it
may be delivered in the power of God. God appeals to faith
rather than to human reason. Abraham believed God without
question, and this was "reckoned to him for righteousness."

The SERVANT or BONDSLA VE. This is a favourite definition 
of the Christian. Four of the five writers of the Epistles use 
it of themselves-St. Paul, St. Peter, St. James, and St. Jude; 
while St. John writes of himself in the same terms in the Book 
of the Revelation. The term conveys and expresses the 
thought of redemption. The slave is bought out from the 
ownership of sin, into the ownership of Christ, which implies 
absolute submission to the orders and Will of the Master. 

"Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price" ( I Cor. vi. 
19, 20). As a bondservant of Christ--(a) "he must not 
strive" ; no contention is permissible in the service of the 
Prince of Peace. (b) He must be "gentle towards all"; his 
disposition and attitude is to be compassionate and patient, 
not forcing the truth on others, not compelling the will. (c) 

"Apt to teach"; skilled to impart instruction, rather than 
merely to assert. (d) "Forbearing, in meekness correcting 
those that oppose themselves"; there will be prejudice, ignor
ance, preconceived ideas of God and the Gospel to be over
come. Hence the need of wisdom, not so much to attack 
prejudice directly, as to introduce to the mind what will dispel 
ignorance, and give right ideas of God and the Gospel. 

WITNESSES. A witness is one who has to give testimony 
as to what he has seen or heard. He is not expected to say 
what he thinks or feels, believes or imagines. That cannot be 
received as evidence. Facts alone must be stated, and be 
truthfully stated. Then he must be able to stand the severest 
cross-examination in order that what he says may be tested. 
If he can be made to contradict himself, his evidence will be: 



The Worker for Christ i His Qualifications, &c. 33 

discounted and made worthless. The Lord has committed 
His Gospel to His disciples as His witnesses. He is silent ; 
no voice from Heaven attests any statement concerning Him. 
He speaks through His people's lives, as well as their words. 
"A true witness delivereth souls," says Proverbs xiv. 25. 

AMBASSADORS. This is a word with a very full meaning, 
possibly conveying deeper lessons to us in these modern times 
than when used by the great Apostle. The true ambassador 
is the bondservant of his sovereign and of his country. Cer
tain features characterize his position and personality. 

Ft"rst. He must be chosen as a fit person for the post by 
the head of his government; he cannot appoint himself. 

Secondly. He must receive his instructions from the head 
of his government, and cannot act independently of them. 

TIU:rdly. As an ambassador residing abroad, he is still a 
citizen of his own country, and not of that to which he is sent. 

Fourthly. The residence of an ambassador is, for the time 
being, part of the soil of his own country. Over the building 
floats his country's flag. No officer of another power can 
cross the threshhold to arrest anyone who can claim the pro
tection of that flag. The laws of his country are the laws of 
the embassy house. 

Fifthly. All insults offered to an ambassador are made to 
his sovereign and his country, and will be avenged by his 
country, and not by the ambassador himself. 

Sixthly. The ambassador's duty includes guarding the 
interests of his country abroad, watching all legislation, lest 
any new laws should be prejudicial to those interests, and, as 
far as possible, procuring such modifications as shall conserve 
those interests. 

Seventhly. The recall of an ambassador during a dispute 
means a declaration of war. 

"We are ambassadors, therefore, on behalf of Christ." He 
has chosen us, and appointed us to represent Him in this 
world, where we shall always be strangers and foreigners. He 
is the Sovereign Whom we represent. His Government is 
the Government of Heaven, a Government of Righteousness 
and Peace. "As though God were intreating by us." Behind 
us is God-an intreating God-a gracious God-a righteous 
God : "therefore," wrote St. Paul, "we beseech you on behalf 
of Christ, be ye reconciled to God." 

God's ambassador speaks with the authority of his Master. 
Some day the ambassadors will be recalled in a body, and 
what will that mean ? That further action must be taken 
with those who have refused to be reconciled to God. This 
is described in 2 Thess. i. 7-10, where the Lord is spoken of 

3 
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as descending, " taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Gospel." 

In conclusion : let all workers ponder over these remarkable 
words of the Lord, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that 
receiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth Me, and he that 
receiveth Me receiveth Him that sent Me." Here is our 
authority to represent Him, and to present the Gospel with 
assurance of its effectual working, if only received as His. 



CHAPTER II. 

The Work-What It Is. 
The Presentation of the Gospel. 

THE work that we are called to is, that of leading souls to 
Christ by the message of the Gospel. God has sent "glad 
tidings of great joy" to this world, as was announced by the 
angels to the shepherds on the plains of Bethlehem. "For 
unto you is born this day a Saviour which is Christ the Lord." 
Around us are people ignorant of the Saviour, and many 
hearts full of an undefined hunger : a hunger for life-eternal 
life-that the Lord came to manifest. 

What is the Gospel that we have to declare? 
The Gospel has several definitions. In Romans i. it is 

.called "the Gospel of God," because it reveals God, and brings 
men to Him. The " Glad Tidings of Great Joy" is of 
universal application, simple enough for the degraded and 
ignorant to understand ; deep enough to satisfy the most 
philosophic. In every heart there is a sense of need or unrest 
which that alone can meet. Romans vi. 23 shows that the 
Gospel means the gift of Divine life. 

In Acts xx. 24 it is called "the Gospel of the Grace of God." 
The word "grace" unfolds a deep mystery of love towards a 
sinful world ; it is a word that almost baffles definition. In 
grace are combined love, mercy, pity towards the sinful, and 
also power to overcome a stupendous difficulty by a sovereign 
act of love. 

In Romans i. 16 we read," I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 
it is the Power of God unto every one that believeth." This 
-the Power of God-is the key note of this great Epistle.
At a meeting of some two hundred open-air preachers, the
late Henry Drummond opened his address in some such
words as these: "Men who frequent open-air meetings are
fairly familiar with the fact that there is a pardon for sin.
They have heard it again and again, and there are times when
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they are burdened with a sense of their own need. What men 
all around us are longing to hear is a message of deliverance 
from the power of sin. This must be more and more the 
message of the preacher. Pardon alone will not accomplish 
anything. If we had the power to enter a state prison and to 
deliver the governor's pardon to every man there, what would 
be the effect upon the majority of those set free, if not on all? 
They would return to their old friends and com pan ions, to 
their old haunts and practices, and would probably find them
selves back in prison within a very short time. God's good 
news proclaims not only pardon for the past, but power for 
the future." 

Yet one more phrase. "The Gospel of the Glory of the 
Blessed God " ( I Tim. i. I I). Moses, the man of God, prayed, 
" I beseech Thee, shew me Thy glory." God answered him, 
"I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the Name of Jehovah before thee, and I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on 
whom I will shew mercy" (Exod. xxxiii. 18, 19). The glory 
of God is the grace of God, which goes far beyond mere par
don, seeing that He "justifies a sinner" whose guilt has been 
transferred to the Sin-bearer. 

In delivering this Gospel, it must not be forgotten, however, 
that the message will provoke opposition, discussion, and 
resistance ; in some cases it will be utterly uninteresting, 
because of a dull or seared conscience. Methods, therefore, 
have to be varied. Opposition has to be met, and it must be 
remembered that the Gospel is practically an attack on the 
kingdom of Satan with a view to delivering his captives. It 
must be a message not so much of suggestion as of power, 
and the results of acceptance should be put forward as clearly 
and concisely as possible. The worker brings a message 
from God DEMANDING AN ANSWER. He must not suggest 
that the person he is talking to has something to ask from 
God, so much as that God has something to ask from him. 
The conversation should be so framed as to be constantly 
leading up to a question, necessitating an answer, and im
plying that the answer must be given with as little ,delay as 
possible. 

Various words are made use of in the New Testament to 
define the different aspects of this work; we select the most 
important :-

EvayyEAl(opa, (to evangelize)-to bring a joyful message. The 
verb is used fifty-three times, and the nouns derived from it, 
signifying a joyful message or glad tidings, many times. 
The message conveyed is from God, telling about the 
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Lord Jesus as the Way of Salvation; to be passed on by 
the recipient in the fulness of a heart rejoicing in it, and de
sirous of communicating it to all who need it. The very 
gladness caused by the reception leads to its being told again. 
" Fear not, for behold I bring you glad tidings of great joy
I EVANGELIZE you in great joy." (Luke ii. IO, II). In this 
word also lies a further idea of the messenger waiting to 
know what answer to take back to Him Who has sent him. 
This seems to have been the original thought of evangeliza
tion. In Acts iv. the lame man at the Gate Beautiful, hearing 
from Peter and John the Gospel of deliverance, accepted it in 
its fulness, and the answer to this act of faith, was that all 
the people saw him "walking and praising God." Acts viii. 
26-30 gives another instance of the message delivered and
responded to. The Ethiopian Eunuch listened as Philip ex
plained to him Isaiah liii. ; he confessed his faith, and the 
administration of baptism followed. 

K'TJpvuuw (keerusso)-to make a proclamation, to call atten
tion to a message to be delivered. This describes the work of 
a herald; it may be characterised as open-air work. A 
government issues proclamations which require the attention 
of the people. They may be messages announcing purposes 
of grace or of judgment, but they are sure to arouse attention 
or antagonism. Such a method is also used by the attacking 
force when a city is besieged, in demanding surrender on cer
tain conditions, and declaring what the consequences will be 
if the terms are not accepted. "Jesus began to preach" (Matt. 
iv. I7-23)-teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
Gospel of the Kingdom. "Philip procla£nzed unto them 
Christ" (Acts viii. 5). It was the form of preaching which 
warns those who will not heed. The verb in this sense, with 
its cognate words, occurs seventy-two times. 

Here we may turn aside to examine a difficult and much 
discussed text in which this word occurs-I Peter iii. 19: "In 
which also He (Jesus) went and preached to the spirits in 
prison." This text has been made the basis for the doctrine 
of hope after death, through an off er of the Gospel to the 
departed spirits who had refused it during their life here. Had 
the word evangeHze been used here instead of the word which 
means proclaim as a herald, there might have been some 
ground for the theory. But inasmuch as the word referred to 
does not necessarily contain any offer of mercy, but merely 
indicates a proclamation concerning a Person, it is altogether 
false to build such a theory upon it. The meaning would 
appear to be that the Lord proclaimed Himself as having the 
keys of Death and Hades, the Victorious Lord aver all His 
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foes, and therefore the appointed Judge of all, both the living 
and the dead, the Son of God Who has died to make atone
ment for the sin of the world. 

Aa.AEw (laleo)-" to speak, converse, talk freely in an ordin
ary manner." The conversational method is as important as 
the proclamation method. It may be compared to bayonet 
work in warfare. Many find this method difficult, but upon 
its skilful use depends much of the effectiveness of true Gospel 
work. Personal dealing must be definite, pointed, and incisive. 
The manner must be perfectly natural, the matter so familiar 
that it can be introduced as an ordinary topic of conversation. 
"He spake the Word unto them" (Mark ii. 2, R.V.). This 
was in the house in Capernaum, when the Lord's conversation 
drew such a company of listeners; "the Word" was simply 
that of Old Testament Scriptures. 

Illustration.-The sick of the palsy was brought into that 
meeting, and the Lord talked to him freely and powerfully. 
His Words conveyed life, pardon, and health, and " the talk " 
ended in great blessing. 

"They spake with other tongues" (Acts ii. 4, 6, I 1). It was 
the conversational work, probably, that brought about the 
greatest ingathering of three thousand converts. Remember 
that one hundred and twenty workers, filled with the Spirit, 
were all talking about the Lord, and it is easy to comprehend 
that each of the three thousand could be personally spoken to. 

b.,a.AEyop.a, (dialegomeno)-" to have a dialogue; discussion, 
dispute." Sometimes we have to cross swords with an opponent, 
to �nswer questions, to prove our position from Scripture, to 
meet an attack of doubt, scorn, open unbelief. A.re we able 
for this? Can we always give an answer to every man that 
asketh the hope that is in us? It is not enough to say, "Oh, 
it is in the Bible." " They disputed who should be greatest" 
(Mark ix. 34). 

Acts xx. 7. Paul discoursed till midnight. Probably he 
was plied with important and interesting questions by the 
Church at Troas, who were keenly anxious for more infor
mation. A little more of this sort of work now-a-days would 
be of immense value in removing difficulties, only we must 
learn our work. "Ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
reasoneth with you as with sons" (Heb. xii. 5). 

Ka-rayyEAA.11, (katangello)- "to bring word down upon 
anyone." The idea is to bring a truth down with 
emphasis and force, that shall admit of no resistance; not 
the force of personal influence, but the force of power 
of the Holy Spirit behind the words, that shall be 
irresistible. Peter's style of "gospelling" was along this 
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line. The Sadducees were sore troubled because they 
" taught the people, and proclaimed in Jesus the resur
rection from the dead

,, 
(Acts iv. 2). This truth was wielded 

with great power, and stunned many, like the blow from a 
club. It was not to be discussed, but surrendered to. "What,
therefore, ye worship in ignorance, that proclaim I unto you 

,,

(Acts xvii. 23). At the close of this chapter mark the im
pression made upon some of Paul's hearers by what he said 
as to the resurrection from the dead. 

Coloss. i. 28: "Whom we proclaim." Be emphatic on the 
facts such as the Resurrection and the position of the Lord 
Jesus, now at the Right Hand of God. 

�,avyyEAAw (diangello)-"to spread abroad." Here is the idea 
of scattering seed. " Go thou and publzsli abroad the Kingdom 
of God" (Luke ix. 60). 

A few suggestions on the application of these points may 
be helpful to workers. 

r.-Be not too eager to lead a soul into peace. " They 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace" (J er. vi. 14). 

2.-Avoid the expression," You have only to believe to be 
saved,'' until you have very fully stated and explained the 
facts and promises to be believed; and then point out that it 
is Christ Jesus the Lord in Whom the soul's trust is to be 
placed, and not your statements about Him. 

3.-Whenever possible, read your quotations from the Bible, 
turning to the passage, that the enquirer may be able to dis
tinguish between your statements and the Word of God. 

4-A void telling your own experience. or that of others, as
the enquirer must lean on the Word of God, and not on any
one's experience of it. 

5.-Do not try to apply to the need of the enquirer any 
text of which you have not yourself experienced the truth. 
Make it clear that at conversion the Lord Jesus claims poss
ession and control of the entire being. Show that it is not 
merely the salvation of the soul that is needed, but also 
deliverance for mind and body from all the power of sin in 
every direction. 

6.-If an enquirer baffies you with difficult questions, hand 
such an one over at once to a more experienced Christian. 

7.-Use discretion as to those you seek to help in regard to 
their age, sex, and station in life. 

8.-Do not tell a person he is saved, but wait for the Holy 
Spirit to witness to the heart of deliverance from sin and its 
penalty. 



CHAPTER I I I. 

The Difficulty to be Met-Sin. 

A STUDY of the disease to be dealt with is essential to the 
study of the remedy. The disease is SIN. What is sin? The 
revelation of this "abominable thing which God hates" may 
well startle anyone not accustomed to think much of it. 

The words in the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures for "sin" 
have been very variously translated in the English Versions. 
Amongst them are the following :-transgression, trespass, 
offence, wrong, fault, injustice, wickedness, malice, naughti
ness, lewdness, iniquity, unrighteousness, transgression of the 
law, breaking the law. 

Then there are these words to describe the sinning person:
sinner, rebel, enemy, transgressor, child of wrath, child of dis
obedience, generations of vipers, law-breaker, wicked, ungodly. 
A closer examination of some of these words in the original 
will be helpful.* 

I. Hamarti'a-miss, failure, aberration from prescribed law.
Hence sin considered not as an action, but as the evil prin
ciple underlying the action. The word occurs one hundred 
and sixty-nine times in the New Testament, sixty-three of 
which are in the Pauline Epistles. "In the singular number 
it denotes the generic idea of sin, or a single sinful action." 
The following group of texts will show the use of the word 
generically. 

John i. 29. The sin of the world. 
John viii. 46. Which of you convinceth me of sin? 
Rom. iii. 9. All under sin. 
Rom. vi. 2. Dead to sin. 
Rom. vi. 7. Freed from sin. 
Rom. vi. 23. The wages of sin is death. 

• The definitions have been taken from Dr. Bullinger's Critical Lexicon and
Concordance. 
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Heb. ix. 26. To put away sin. 
Heb. x. 6, 8. Sacrifice for sin. 
I John i. 7. Cleanseth from all sin. 
I John iii. 4. All unrighteousness is sin. 
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2. Hamarti'a-" always used for the actual transgression
-the result of the evil principle in action." This word occurs
three times-Mark iii. 28, Rom. iii. 25, 1 Cor. vi. 18. The
word amartano, meaning " to miss the mark, swerve from, or
err," occurs forty-three times in the New Testament, and is
translated by the word SIN.

3. Paraptoma-" a falling away from when one should
stand, a falling aside, a mishap. The special particular act of 
sin from ignorance, weakness, inadvertence, negligence." It 
is translated trespasses, fall, sins. In Romans v. 12, amartia 
(sin) is said to have entered into the world by man. In Rom. 
v. 15, 17, 18, the disobedience of Adam is called paraptoma
a falling away. In verse 20 the law entered that paraptoma
might abound. That which before was the result of impru
dence or error, might become criminal as the knowledge of
the sinner should increase. And when amartia abounded,
grace did much more abound.

4. Pa,�abasis-transgression, a stepping aside from right.
It occurs seven times, and is translated transgression. 

5. Anomia-" violation of law, whether wilful or unknown.''
Translated iniquity eleven times, lawlessness twice. The word 
anomos, a transgressor, occurs thirteen times, and always 
implies a wicked one, through transgression of law. Matt. 
vii. 23 ; 2 Thess. ii. 7.

6. ./1. dik£a-contrary to right in a wider sense than.
anom.i'a. It is wrong, injustice; as done to others it is 
an injury, any impropriety that is repugnant to right. It 
is found twenty-five times and has four significations, trans
lated by four words, iniquity (Luke xiii. 27), unrighteousness 
(Luke xvi. 9), wrong (2 Cor. xii. 13), wrong doing (2 Peter ii. 
13, R.V.). 

7. Poneeria-"evil nature, bad state of condition, trans
lated iniquity (Acts iii. 26), wickedness (Matt. xxii. 18

1 
The 

adjective poneeros from which it is derived is found seventy
eight times, and is translated evil, wicked, bad, lev:d, harm, 
malicious, grievous." 

8. Kakia-" badness, the evil habit of the mind generally,
hardness in its form of meanness, cowardice, sometimes malice." 
It occurs eleven times, and is translated evil (Matt. vi. 34). 
wickedness (Acts viii. 22), maliciousness (Rom. i. 29), malice 
(1 Cor. v. 8), naughtiness (James i. 21.) 

9. Phaulos-" a light blown out by every wind, worthless,

CoRRECTION.-Page 41, 5th line from top: for 
Hamartia, read Hamartema. • 
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good for nothing," equivalent to our English word haughti
ness, from nought or nothingness. It is found four times, and 
is rendered evil, ill, vile (John iii. 20 and v 29 ; Titus ii. 8 ; 
James iii. 16). 

In personal work the first thing to enquire for, or to seek to 
produce, is conviction of sin. The Gospel i,s not designed 
primarily to make people happy and give them peace, but to 
deliver from sin and its power. The following texts will give 
the inspired definitions of what sin is, and ·what constitutes sin: 

1 John iii. 4. Sin is lawlessness. 
Proverbs xxiv. 2. The thought of foolishness is sin. 
James iv. 17. To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth 

it not, to him it is sin. 
Romans xiv. 23. Whatsover is not of faith is sin. 
Proverbs x. 19. In the multitude of words there wanteth 

not transgression. 
1 John i. 8. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
Examine these definitions carefully, and it will be seen that 

the whole realm of man comes under the searchlight-act, 
word, motive, thought, purpose, business; and in relation to 
the Law of God. Compare further the Levitical definitions 
of sin as given in the law for the sin and tresspass offerings. 
" If anyone shall sin unwittingly in any of the things the 
Lord hath commanded not to be done. If the anointed priest 
shall sin so as to bring guilt on the people" (Leviticus iv. 2,

3). If the whole congregation of Israel shall err, and the 
thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly . . . and are g11t'lty" 
(iv. 13). See also iv. 22, 27; v. 2-5, 15, 17, 19. "If sinning un
wittingly 11 under the Law of Moses was dealt with in no light 
way, much more under the grace of God js sin to be dealt with 
unsparingly. And yet much modern teaching makes a sin to 
be only "that which comes within the realm of one's conscious
ness.11 Not to know the \Vill of God is sin; hence the prayer 
in Colossians i. 9: "That ye may be filled with the knowledge 
of His Will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to walk 
worthily.11 

What t's the original sin from which all otlur sin l1as sprung? 
Rebellion against the government and Law of God began 

in this earth, apparently when it was the dwelling place of the 
unfallen Lucifer. His sin was the result of his pride in con
nection with his beauty and wisdom, and he fell (Ezekiel 
xxviii. 17). In his fall he dragged down a multitude of angels.
When God's new creature, man, appeared upon the renovated
earth as its new occcupant and lord (Gen. i. 2-28), Satan, the
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enemy of God and God's creation, determined to introduce sin 
and rebellion into the one sphere which had been his own 
domain, and succeeded, as described in Genesis iii. 1-6. The 
elements of the temptation consisted in casting doubt on the 
Word of God, in the words : " Hath God said? "; in denying 
the power of God in the words : "Ye shall not surely die " ; 
and in attacking the righteousness of God in the promise, "Ye 
shall be as God." The insinuation was, "It is not right of God 
to keep you in ignorance of what it would be to your advant
age to know." In the conversation between the woman and 
Satan, note three points : the altering of the Word of God ; 
the adding to the Word of God ; and the taking from the Word 
of God. It is impossible for unbelief to handle the Word of 
God accurately; it is a sharp two-edged sword. The altera
tion," Lest ye die " for "Thou shalt surely die"; the addition, 
"Neither shall ye touch it"; the subtraction, of" Freely." This 
last is the great Gospel word with which the Bible opens and 
closes, "Thou mayest freely eat" (Gen. ii. 16); "Let him take 
the water of life freely" (Rev. xxii. 17. As Dr. Campbell 
Morgan has said:-

Lawlessness was the feature of this sin, refusing obedience to the 
roles laid down by the Creator for His creature. Lawlessness is 
rebellion. The sin of our first parent� was high treason; God's 
Kingship was denied, God was dethroned by an act. Christ 
"pleased not Himself "-that was loyalty; Adam pleased himself
that was high treason. God's rights were insulted, first, because in 
the individual the purpose of God was frustrated, second, because 
the love of God was blasphemed. " Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God " ; the text means sin shall be turned backward. 

The result therefore of rebellion or lawlessness is DEATH, 
separation from the life, communion, holiness, happiness, and 
purpose of God. Much controversy is waged round this word 
deatlt. Those who hold what is known as "Conditional 
Immortality" consider that death is extinction of being. The 
whole subject is necessarily involved in deep mystery, and 
cannot be touched lightly. It seems to be a principle in Bible 
interpretation that the meaning attached to the first use of an 
important word must fix the meaning in its subsequent use. 
Here, then, in Genesis ii. 17 is the first use of the word die. 
What was meant? Certainly not "extinction of being." "In 
the day that thou eatest therereof, thou shalt surely die." The 
result of the sin would be immediate, namely, death. Hence 
the word must mean a condz''tion of being of which the main 
feature is separation from God. "So he drove out the man" 
(Gen. iii. 24). 

Two passages in the Epistle to the Romans deal very fully 
with the condition of all with regard to sin. In iii. 9-18, the 
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Apostle states: "They are all under sin; as it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not one ; there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God ; They 
have all turned aside, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not so much as one : Their 
throat is an open sepulchre ; with their tongues they have used 
deceit: the poison of asps is under their lips: whose mouth is 
full of cursing and bitterness: their feet are swift to shed blood ; 
destruction and misery are in their ways; and the way of 
peace have they not known : there is no fear of God before 
their eyes." Verses 22, 2 3 : " There is no distinction ; for all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 

Then in v. 6-10 the following terms are found:-"SINNERS" 
-that is, sinners by nature and habit. " ENEMIES "-that is,
those whose active hostility has been manifested in sinning
against God. " \.VITHOUT STRENGTH "-the state of help
lessness produced by sin which renders any righteousness
by self-effort impossible. Vain the excuse," I am doing my
best." The best anyone can do must, of course, fall short of
the glory of God, which was only seen in the perfect character
of Jesus, the Son of God, as He lived on earth. "UNGODLY"
-those in whom sin manifests itself in the banishment of
God from the whole life, and the willingness of the sinner to
have no relation to God at all. The following texts make
further statements concerning the condition of sinners.

"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me" (Psa. Ii. 5). 

"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?" (Jer. xvii. 9). 

"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetous
ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
p_ride, foolishness ; all these evil things come from within, and 
defile the man " (Mark vii. 2 I -28). 

"Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). 

"The mind of the flesh" ( or the carnal mind) "is enmity 
against God, for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can it be" (Rom. viii. 7, R.V. ). 

The seat of sin is in the heart, hence the injunction of Prov. 
iv. 23 : "Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are
the issues of life."

As in the physical nature, so in the spiritual realm-a 
diseased heart impairs the functions of all the members of the 
body. A heart sending forth impure blood propels poison 
throughout the system, and sooner or later produces death. 
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Therefore unless the heart can· be healed and the blood 
purified, there can be no hope. Similarly the heart, in the 
symbolical sense, sends its vitiated life through the whole 
system, producing sinful character and conduct, which can 
only terminate in spiritual death; and that is eternal separa
tion from God. What is needed? A change of heart. "l\1y 
son, give Me thine heart." Only God can keep from sin even 
the renewed heart. Then comes the prayer of Psalm li. ro, 
"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a right spirit 
within me." The promise in Ezekiel xxxvi. 26 answers this. 
"A new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 
flesh ; and I will put My Spirit within you." Sin worked 
misery and death till it bore fruit in the act at which the 
Universe has stood aghast-the crucifixion of the Son of God, 
the Prince of Life, the Saviour of the World. "The world is in a 
great emergency through sin." But the Grace of God met the 
emergency, and provided a Saviour Who is "able to save unto 
the uttermost." 

If all that has been written in the Scriptures of sin be true, 
how can such a state of th£ngs be remedied? Not only must 
man be won back by love and mercy, but Divine Righteousness 
must be upheld before the whole of the unfallen Universe. 
There must be no condoning of sin, no atte�pt to screen the 
sinner from the consequences of his wilful rebellion. This 
difficulty had been foreseen and provided for. Before the 
creation of man, before the renovation of the earth had been 
accomplished, the Divine purpose of Mercy and Righteousness 
had been determined on (r Peter i. 19-20, R.V.). Redemption 
is described as "with precious Blood, as of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot, even the Blood of Christ, Who was 
foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world." To 
whom was He foreknown? To the Father, to the Holy 
Spirit, and apparently to the angels and unfallen principal
ities and powers. The words "The Lamb" indicate that 
should necessity arise for a legal sacrifice, He would be that 
Sacrifice ; should rebellion re-appear, He would hold Himself 
responsible to God, to reconcile the rebellious inhabitants of 
the earth and to take upon Himself all the penalties that such 
a course might involve. And when the rebellion broke out 
He immediately appeared. "They heard the Voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day 11 

(Gen. iii. 8). There quickly followed the announcement to 
Satan-the instigator of man's sin-that the Seed of a woman 
should bruise his head. By means of the sacrifices of animals, 
enjoined by the law, fallen man was led, as it were, by object 
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lessons, to understand what sin meant, and what the death 
penalty of sin was. Again and again does the Jaw demand ex
piation for sin, and at length in the fulness of time came the
Son of God, " in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin 

, ,

(Romans viii. 3). The Baptist announced Him as "the Lam_b 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John i. 29). 
"Thou shalt make His Soul an offering for sin," was the 
prediction (Isa. liii. 10 ). There was no way out of the 
position taken by the Son of God, but death. It was the 
arrangement of Divine Love for meeting a stupendous govern
mental difficulty, namely, the maintenance of Law and Right
eousness in view of the whole Universe, and the manifestation 
of sovereign grace to a sinner. Well might the angels desire 
to look into so profound a mystery as that their Prince and 
Lord should stoop from the brilliancy and glory of the 
Eternal Throne to become man, that He might be the Substi
tute for sinners, and Saviour from sin (r Peter i. 12). 

The Cross was the only way by which the curse could be 
removed. The curse was the righteous sentence on sin as 
high treason. " God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses." The creation of a 
Universe cost no effort-" He spake, and it was done." But 
the reconciliation of a sinner meant immeasurable cost to the 
Godhead. 

Before Christ was presented as Saviour, the dire conse
quences of sin had been declared in the law as summed up in 
Romans v. I 2. " Death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned" (Heb. ix. 22). "Apart from the shedding of blood 
there is no remission" (Heb. x. 4-) "It is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and goats should take a way sin," but (John i. 29) 
"Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.11 Man hardly knows that he is living in separation 
from God, because he surrounds himself with all that he can 
to make himself happy, in fact, to create a little paradise 
without God, outside the Paradise of God. Chrises mission is 
" to bring us to God." 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Remedy: Its Definition and 
Description. 

"All we, li'ke sheep, have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to h£s own way, and Jehovah hath la£d on H£m the iniqu£ty of 
us all" ( Isaiah liii. 6). 

"I am t/ie Way, the Trutli, end the Life " (John xiv. 6). 
There are many ways leading from God, all ending in 

death. There are as many ways by which Christ leads men 
back to God. The question is of life and death, not of reli
gion, creed, character, church, or profession. The emphasis in 
the Gospel of St. John focusses on our Lord's teaching upon 
the words, "have life" (St. John x. 10). "I am come that 
they might have life, and that they. might have it more abun
dantly." 

"Whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish, but have 
eternal life" (St.John iii. 15). See also verses 16-36; v. 24; 
vi. 40-47, 53-54 ; viii. 5 I ; x. 28; xi. 25.

Christ offers life to the dead ; for all who are living in un
forgiven sin are spoken of as "dead in trespasses and sins." 
As a dead person has no consciousness of what surrounds him 
-being deaf, blind, insensitive, dumb, and motionless, so is a
sinner before God. He hears, sees, feels nothing from God ;
he says nothing to God ; he does nothing for God.

The following are the prominent terms which describe the 
state of the sinner departing from God :-

I. " LOST." One who has lost his way, and does not know
where he is, or whither he is going. 

2. " REBEL." One who is in conscious and intentional
antagonism to God, and hates the truth. 

3. " STRANGER." Or alien " without God." One who has
no rights, or claims, or privileges, and lives where he is on 
sufferance. 
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4- " SLAVE.11 One under the control of, and in the posses
sion of another, from which captivity he cannot free himself 
by any effort. 

5. "UNGODLY." One who has nothing of God in his life,
but may be moral and good, when measured by human 
standards. 

6. "DEBTOR." One who cannot pay what he owes, and
is, therefore, in danger of arrest under the law of debt. 

7. "UNBELIEVER
,
, One who has not exercised faith in 

God, or in Christ, or in the message from God. 
8. '' DEAD." This describes a state of unconsciousness, and

of inability to realize sin. 
I will now give the words of the Gospel, which supply 

the antitheses or exactly opposite meanings of the above
mentioned terms, in describing the way back to God. 

I. "SALVATION." The literal meaning of this word is seek
ing and finding the LOST one, putting him in a place of safety, 
preserving him from danger and death. 

2. "RECONCILIATION." The work of another that changes
the action and attitude of the REBEL, making it possible for 
the rebellious spirit to be subdued, and for the rebel to 
become a loyal subject. 

3. "REGENERATION OR NEW BIRTH." This is God's
method of naturalization, giving to an alien rights, relation
ships, and position, based upon a new life that has been 
imparted, which annuls the old life and its relationships. It 
is not naturalizatt'on, as we commonly use the word, neither is 
it adoption in the ordinary sense of the phrase. Regeneration 
is a begetting, a "creating anew,1' or "again," or" from above," 
or " back again." 

4. ·"REDEMPTION." The act of another in freeing, or re
leasing the SLAVE by the payment of a ransom, thus deliver
ing him from the claims of the old master ; but not setting 
him free to do his own will. The Redeemer asserts His 
claims and rights of ownership henceforth. But it is a 
redemption to life. 

5. "JUSTIFICATION." This is the act of another, which
effaces the past by a legal process that establishes the man as 
just in character. 

6. "PARDON," as between man and man, is annulling
from the consequences and liabilities of debt, or injury, and 
acquitting the man as though he had never been a debtor. 

7. "CONVERSION." A turning round, and going another
way, to become, as it were, another man. 

8. "QUICKENING." A giving of life, or making alive,
especially true of that life which lasts for ever. 



The Remedy: Its Definition and Description. 49 

In all these words the action of another is the prominent 
thought. God saves, reconciles, regenerates, redeems, justifies, 
pardons, converts, quickens, heals through Christ, and by the 
power and presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Notice the results in each case. 
I. The LOST one is sought, found, saved, and placed in the

position of permanent security. Illustration :-Zaccheus, a 
wanderer, and out of the way, was not seeking after Christ, 
but was found by Him, spoken with, and saved from his state 
of sin. 

2. The REBEL, reconciled, becomes a loyal subject of God.
Illustration :-Saul of Tarsus was the most determined foe of 
Christ, but what a change came over him when he had been 
reconciled to God, and when he entered upon his great career 
in the ministry of reconciliation to others. 

3. The STRANGER, regenerated, or born anew, at once
enters the family of God, and becomes, as it were, a citizen of 
another country. Illustration :-Nicodemus, who supposed 
he had a right to the Kingdom of God, because of his birth as a 
Jew, his religion and morality. He had to be taught a 
difficult lesson, and received it slowly, but later on he proved 
that he had entered into the Way of Life. 

4. The SLAVE, when redeemed, is Christ's freeman,
delivered from all the bondage of the past, and entering into 
the service of a new Master. Illustration :-The woman of 
Samaria was entangled in a terrible yoke of sin. None but 
Christ could deliver her, and as soon as she was redeemed she 
gave proof of her diliverance by proclaiming the salvation 
she had received, to others. 

5. The UNGODLY, when justified, begins a life of righteous
ness, becoming godly or God-like. Illustration :-In the 
Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, the latter is spoken 
of as going home justified, or accounted righteous, because he 
accepted the mercy of God in the Sacrifice. 

6. The DEBTOR, pardoned, rejoices not only in deliver
ance from his debts, but also that he is provided for 
by the One Who pardons : he becomes, as it were, endowed 
with riches for this life and the next. Illustration :-The dying 
thief about to enter eternity, heavily and hopelessly t'n debt, 
was pardoned, and entered into possession of Paradise. 

7. The UNBELIEVER, converted by the Grace of God,
though hitherto disobedient, becomes a servant of God, 
reverses his actions, and helps those whom he has injured. 
Illustration :-The Jailer at Philippi, on hearing the words of 
the Gospel, took the men whom he had flogged, washed their 
stripes, and set food before them in his own house. 

4 
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8. The DEAD, quickened, is welcomed back into the
Father's House, and takes his place as one of the family. 
Illustration :-The Prodigal Son. 

The following diagram gives a bird's-eye view of these 
facts:-

State. Remedy, Result. Illustration. 

I Lost. Salvation. Found, Saved. Zaccheus 
(St. Luke xix.). 

2 Rebel. Reconciliation. A Friend of God Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts ix.). 

3 Strangers Regeneration. A Child of God. Nicodemus 
"without God." Citizen. (St. John iii.). 

4 Slave. Redemption. Freedom to Woman of Sam-
Serve. aria (S. John iv.). 

5 Ungodly. Justification. Righteousness The Publican 
before God. (St. Luke xviii.). 

6 Debtor. Pardon. Joint Heir Dying Thief 
with Christ. (St. Luke xxiii.). 

7 Unbeliever. Conversion. A Servant of Jailer at Philippi 
God. (Acts xvi.). 

8 Dead. Quickening. Alive to God. Prodigal Son 
(St. Luke xv.). 

"I am ready to preach the Gospel to you also " ( Rom. t". I 5 ). 

Our next step is to examine more closely into the Gospel 
words, so as to know how to explain and apply them in our 
personal work. The point of attack must always be the will, 
to be reached through the CONSCIENCE. When the will 
surrenders to God's commanding, faith will spring into action, 
and the purpose of the Gospel will be accomplished. 

r. SALVATION.
11 The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost" (St. Luke xix. 10). 
What is the meaning of to be lost? It may be applied to 

one of two things. Either a thing not in the possession of the 
lawful owner, or a person ignorant of where he is, and how to 
find the right way. A lost world is in the possession of, and 
under the control of a usurper-Satan. A lost man is one 
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who is not possessed by Christ, but by Satan and sin. He has 
missed the road, and cannot find his way back. He may be 
quite unaware of the fact, imagining all the time that he 
knows where he is going, and hoping to find himself at the 
end of his journey safe in Heaven. To take a humble illus
tration: a coin may be lost under a rug in a most beautifully 
furnished room, or it may be lying in the gutter; where it is is 
immaterial, if it is not where it ought to be, in its owner's 
keeping. It must be sought and found, before it can be re
placed. So the Son of Man has come to seek, and re-possess 
those that are His by creation, and by the greater right of 
redemption. \iVhilst the story of Zaccheus, in St. Luke xix., 
is an illustration of Christ's method in seeking and saving, St. 
Luke xv. is His exposition of the whole situation, given under 
the three parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Silver, the 
Lost Son. 

In the Lost Sheep is revealed the natural habit of sin. In 
the Lost Silver is revealed the helplessness of sin. In the 
Lost Son, the wilfulness of sin. 

The words " lost '' and " lose " occur seven times in the 
chapter. The first parable illustrates Isaiah liii. 6. " All we 
like sheep have gone astray." It is the natural habit of 
sheep to wander ; they have no instinct for home, and cannot 
find their way back. They only wander further off. cc All we 
like sheep," says the inspired writer. How this conflicts with 
the utterances of modern thought-that all men have an 
instinct for God, and that in all is the divine spark. If this 
were so, why are not men everywhere seeking after God, and 
finding Him, instead of having to be sought in every land, 
whatever their form of religion? 

When a lost sheep is found, it has to submit to the will of 
the shepherd, as he takes it up, lays it on his shoulder, and 
carries it home. In this is illustrated the appeal to the will of 
th'! lost one. Does he submit to be taken up, just as he is, by 
the Saviour ? Shall He carry him home? 

In the third parable, of the Lost Son, the wilfulness of sin is 
set forth. He went into the far country with his eyes open, 
determined to go his own way, until " he came to himself." 
As soon as his renewed will asserted itself, and moved him to 
return, he was found of his father, who, " while he was yet a 
great way off, saw him, and had compassion, and ran to meet 
him." Just as the son deliberately chose to go away, so must 
he now as deliberately choose to return. 

In dealing, then, with persons who say they know they are 
lost, the worker should first ascertain by careful enquiry which 
phase of the lost condition is uppermost in the mind. Is it 
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the sense of habit, or helplessness, or wilfulness which is 
present? Only thus can he know which of the Lord's 
words is suitable to meet the case. 

As the chapter we have been considering contains so much 
teaching upon repentance, it will be well to investigate the full 
significance of this term. 

REPENTANCE. 

Repentance is a change of mind towards God and Christ, 
which results in a change of attitude and action ; it is not 
merely sorrow for having done wrong, but a sorrow that makes 
the conduct a REVERSAL of what has gone before. "To 
repent is to perceive afterwards, to change one's mind and 
purpose." 

Repentance includes an act, and a continuous succession of 
corresponding acts, proving the total change of mind and 
attitude. 

John the Baptist proclaimed : " Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand " (Matt. iii. 2 ). 

The Lord Jesus used the same words (Matt. iv. 17). 
The Apostles commenced the Pentecostal ministry with the 

same words (Acts ii. 38). 
The Apostle Paul says he had preached to the Ephesians, 

" Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ " ( Acts xx. 2 I). 

It is the opening appeal to the hearer, to turn round and 
listen with a different attitude to that which he had shown 
before. The language of true repentance is, " I have sinned." 
The sincerity of these words remains to be proved by the 
subsequent actions. Let us consider some cases of both false 
and true repentance. 

FALSE REPENTANCE. (Exodus ix. and x.). Under the 
terrible chastisement of the plagues, Pharaoh exclaimed, "I 
have sinned." "Jehovah is righteous, and I and my people 
are wicked." " I have sinned against Jehovah your God, and 
against you." 

These confessions of apparent repentance were not followed 
by any change of action, for he had stiffened his heart against 
God. Yet God in mercy answered Moses' prayer and re
moved the plague, till Pharaoh's obduracy was proved afresh. 

The second case is that of Balaam, a man who knew more 
of God than did Pharaoh, so his responsibility was greater. 
This remarkable man would probably now be called an oc
cultist ; he had a knowledge of Jehovah, but refused to yield 
to Him. He longed for the rewards offered by Balak, if he 
would curse Israel. Compare the narrative in Numbers xxii. 
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with 2 Peter ii. I 5, and Jude 11. Evidently he was stirred to 
action by the offers of his friend, and tried to secure what was 
offered. Met in the way by the angel of Jehovah, he was 
frightened, and exclaimed " I have sinned ; I knew not thou 
stoodest in the way against me; now, therefore, if it displease 
thee, I will get me back again." 

Here the terror caused by the heavenly visitant moved him 
to admit his sin, but there was no real change of mind or pur
pose. As a result he perished later on the battle field, fight
ing against the very nation which he had been compelled to 
bless. He had, however, since his first interview with Balak, 
suggested how the nation might be seduced from their allegi
ance to Jehovah, and thus had practically brought about the 
curse which his lips were not allowed to frame. 

The third case is that of Achan, one of the victorious host 
who crossed the Jordan under Joshua to take possession 
of the land of promise. How much greater was his know
ledge of God than was that of Pharaoh or Balaam ! He had 
been a partaker of the many experiences of God's love in the 
wilderness, but was disobedient in the matter of taking some 
of the goods from doomed and cursed Jericho. The sight of 
gold, silver, and handsome clothing had stirred his cupidity, 
and led him into wilful disobedience to Jehovah. Concealing 
his guilt, and hiding his ill-gotten treasure, some weeks elapsed 
before the disaster at Ai led to investigation, and to the fatal

casting of lots which disclosed him as the transgressor. His 
doom was sealed, and he knew it. He said, "I have sinned 
against Jehovah, the God of Israel, and thus and thus have 
I done." It was too late a confession to save his life. 

The fourth case is that of Saul, King of Israel, who utterly 
failed to use the opportunities of the high position to which 
he had been raised. I Samuel xv. records the order sent him 
to destroy the Amalekites, who were under the ban of God. 
Yielding to the pressure of popular opinion, he failed to do 
this, and was met by the prophet with the sentence of God's 
displeasure, and the transference of the kingdom to another. 
This wrung from him the words, "I have sinned," but that 
this repentance was false, is shown by the fact that he was 
more concerned about his public position than about his sin 
against God. 

The last instance is sadder still. Judas, who bad com
panied with the Lord and His disciples, moved by the same 
spirit of greed as Balaam, betrayed his Master for thirty 
pieces of silver-the price of a slave. When he found that 
there was no deliverance for Jesus he flung down his ill-got
ten gains, saying, "I haved sinned, seeing I have betrayed 
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Innocent Blood"; but the confession was that of remorse, and 
not of repentance, and a suicide's death was his awful end. 

Amongst cases of true repentance are the following :
Numbers xxi. Israel had sinned grievously in the matter of 

murmuring against Jehovah, and was visited with the fiery 
serpents. Then they cried unto the Lord, saying, "We have 
sinned, because we have spoken against Jehovah and against 
Thee; pray unto Jehovah that He take away the serpents 
from us." The answer came in the command to Moses, to 
make a serpent of brass, to put it on a pole, and proclaim that 
whosoever was bitten should look upon it and live. This 
was God's test of Israel's repentance. Would they accept 
His remedy for their trouble? If so, immediate healing 
would result. The change of mind would show a change of 
attitude towards God. The remedy might seem strange, but 
it was God's way of deliverance, and all who believed, looked 
and lived. The Lord, when talking with Nicodemus, used 
this incident to illustrate the meaning of belief in reference 
to receiving eternal life from God. 

2 Samuel xii. records the second case of TRUE REPENT

ANCE. The Prophet Nathan had come to reprove David for 
his sin in the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba. His immediate 
response was " I have sinned against the Lord," and Nathan 
replied, "And the Lord hath put away thy sin." The 
reality of his repentance was shown in the thirty-second 
and fifty-first Psalms, in which sin is so fully confessed, and 
publicly put away ; the chief feature of the confession being 
the expression" Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in Thy sight." When a man realizes how his 
sin against another is sin against God, he will truly repent, 
and seek without delay the mercy of God. 

The third case is that of the prodigal son (St. Luke xv.) 
In reading the whole chapter, we find the word repentance 
associated with the stories of the lost sheep, and the lost piece 
of silver, but in the story of the prodigal son the word does 
not occur, but true repentance is shown by the act of returning. 

Repentance, then, is not only penitence for past sins, but the 
turning of the man himself,from sin and to God. The follow
ing summary of the parable is suggestive :-

Two journeys. Out and in. 
Two resolves. To go ; to come. 
Two abodes. Home ; the far country. 
Two requests. Give me; forgive me. 
Two beginnings. To be in want; to begin to be merry. 
He took all, and lost all. 
He came to himself; he came to his father. 
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Isolation, and no one gave; compassion, and a feast made 
for him. 

In dealing with a repentant soul, let us learn a lesson from 
this favourite illustration, namely, that prayer is not necessary 
in order to obtain forgiveness. The wanderer had prepared a 
short simple prayer," Make me as one of thy hired servants." 
But he was not able to utter that prayer, for the father's wel
come and "his kissing him much" prevented its expression. 
So God has everything to give through Christ. 

A father, after being absent from home some little time, 
once brought home to his two little boys a present of a box of 
toys. The parcel was received joyfully with many a" Thank 
you, father." Away they went back to their play-room to 
unfasten the string, unwrap the paper, and turn out the con
tents upon the floor. They were back again in a few minutes 
with the contents piled up anyhow in the box, and with a 
request ; not that they might have the box, for it was given 
them, and they had accepted it, but to ask to be shewn how 
to play with the toys and what they meant. 

Here was the acceptance of a gift, followed by the expres
sion of a desire to make the fullest use it. In like manner let 
us learn from the Heavenly Father how to use His great gifts. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Remedy (Continued): Reconcili
ation, Regeneration, Redemption. 

RECONCILIATION. 

"FOR if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His Life" (Romans v. 10). 

"All things are of God, Who hath reconciled us to Himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon
ciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them" 
(2 Cor. v. I 8, 19). 

Reconciliation implies a two fold action, that on the· part 
of one whose authority has been defied, and that on the part 
of the rebel; there is a change of attitude, so .. that his old spirit 
is subdued, aud he becomes a loyal subject. 

But let us bear in mind that God is never spoken of as be
ing reconciled to the sinner, because He has always been 
reconciled to the world. He so loved it, as to give His Only 
Begotten Son. He has never been, and never can be, recon
ciled to sin ; but to repenting sinners He offers full reconcili
ation. Rebellion may be conscious or unconscious. Saul of 
Tarsus was an unconscious rebel, for he said, " I verily thought 
with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
Name of Jesus of Nazareth, and this also I did in Jerusalem 

,,

(Acts xxvi. 9, 10). 
In writing to Timothy he says, " I was before a blasphemer, 

and a persecutor, and injurious'' (1 Timothy i. 13). Yet he 
was reconciled by one glimpse of the Christ of God, Whose 
servants he had persecuted. 

How shall we approach a rebel and enemy? It is useless 
to hold out the offer of the Gospel while there is ex-
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pressed antagonism and determined opposition. In such a 
case, an appeal for quiet thought and consideration as to 
where this animosity may lead, might help. See St. Luke 
xiv. 3 I, 32. " What king, going to war against another king,
sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able
with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with
twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way
off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of
peace." Here is one king, the sinner, ruling himself, direct
ing his own affairs, and mustering all his powers against
another King, God. Get him to sit down and take counsel
with himself. Can he, dare he, meet God with the forces at
his command ? What will common sense tell him? How
can his " ten thousand " thoughts, opinions, purposes, sins,
under the leadership of self-will, stand againsts God's "twenty
thousand " commandments, purposes, precepts ?

After such deliberate, patient consultation, he may be ready 
to ask, " What are the conditions of reconciliation." Here the 
worker will at once remember that he is an ambassador, ready 
to declare the conditions of peace on behalf of Christ. The 
conditions are very simple. The rebel must own that he is 
already under sentence of death ; and that such a sentence is 
righteous; but, as "Christ died for us while we were yet 
enemies," he sees that he may claim the remission of the 
sentence. This must be followed by a full acceptance of the 
offer of life, and unconditional surrender to Christ of body, 
soul, and spirit, that henceforth He may rule in the life. 

David had a vision of this (see Psalm xxxii. 1-2), and St. 
Paul quotes a passage in Rom. iv. 7-8, as a great keynote of 
the Gospel. It is not only that rebellion is forgiven, and no 
longer imputed; but there is given with it a change of heart, 
so that in the future the life shall be kept loyal, and if recon
ciled, ·' much more shall we be saved by His life." 

REGENERATION. 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God " (John iii. 3). 
" Except a man be born of water, and of the spirit, he can

not enter into the Kingdom of God " (John iii. 5). 
11 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in

corruptible, by the Word of God" (1 Peter i. 23). 
" According to His mercy, He saved us, by the washing of

regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit
, ,  

(Titus iii. 5). 
In His conversation with Nicodemus, the Lord said to him, 

"Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again," 
and, further, " that which is born of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
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which is born of the Spirit is spirit," thus, teaching that man 
was created of this earth, and for this earth, without fitness for 
Heaven, or for any other sphere than earth, unless some great 
change be wrought which should fit him for another sphere of 
existence. How shall he then be able to live anywhere else, 
unless a new birth should prepare him for it? Thus, the Lord 
emphasizes that the power and fitness to enter the Kingdom 
of God, which includes the future life, must be by the sovereign 
act of God, and not in virtue of any natural birth or attain• 
ment. This great fact needs just as much emphasis now as 
then, for it is a common idea that Heaven was made for man, 
and that he is bound to get there somehow ; hence the need 
for emphasizing the solemn " Ye MUST be born again." 

What is natural birth? It is the reproduction of human life, 
according to the working of natural laws, and the child thus 
born inherits life from its parents, with their nature and habits. 

What is spiritual birth? It is the reproduction of Divine 
life in a hqman being, by the working of the laws of God's 
grace, imparting it, and maintaining it, and giving to the one 
thus" born from above," the nature of God, and making him 
an heir to the riches of God. It is a life imparted by Divine 
law, and maintained by Divine Spirit. It brings us into an 
entirely new relationship, which had no pre-existence-namely, 
that of being a "son of God." This is further emphasized in 
St. John i. 12-13. "To as many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His Name, which were born not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

Three popular delusions are here met and dealt with. The 
first is that of spiritual life being inherited from godly parents. 
This is a false hope to be watched against. What says the 
Scripture? Begotten, or born, NOT of BLOOD. There is no 
succession of grace, no receiving it merely through the natural 
power of a godly parentage. 

Secondly, the popular error that a person can "turn" or 
become a Christian when he likes, is denied. Begotten, or 
born, NOT of the WILL of the FLESH, which means not by the 
exercise of self-will. It is a common remark and thought : "I 
can become a Christian when I like," or," Some day I suppose 
I shall feel inclined to these things, and then I shall decide." 
This is to be met with O Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found ; call ye upon Him while He is near." 

The day may come, as foretold in Proverbs i. 28, when 
"They shall call upon Me, but I will not answer ; they shall 
seek ME early, hut they shall not find Me." Why? cc For that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
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Lord. They would none of My counsel; they despised all 
My reproof." There is a time when God calls, and when the 
will of the person is summoned to surrender, and to acquiesce 
in God's Will. If that time pass, and the soul ignore the call 
of God, there may not be another. 

The third popular error is that a child, or a person, can be 
made a child of God through the medium of some religious 
ordinance performed by a priest or minister. This is refuted 
by the words "begotten," or, "born not by the will of man." 
No human will can exercise any spiritual function or authority 
that can make another a child of God. This strikes a blow at 
the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, which has ensnared so 
many thousands, for there is no delegated power whereby men 
may be made children of God. 

The need of regeneration is not primarily attributable to 
the presence of sin. Were there no sin in the human race, it 
would still be an earthly race, created and maintained for the 
occupation of earth, though in communion with God. There 
would be the necessity for such a change, as the words " born 
anew" imply, in order to fit for the other world. This new birth 
was the great difficulty in the mind of Nicodemus, to whom 
these words were addressed, and this is still the chief difficulty 
in the minds of many intelligent and well-meaning people. 

Let us put together the different definitions of regeneration: 
1. Born, or begotten anew, or from above, or again.
2. Born, or begotten of water, and of the spirit
3. Born, or begotten of God.
4. Born, or begotten. of incorruptible seed, through the

Word of God. 
5. The washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy

Spirit. 
The first of these has been already dealt with; it is a new 

life coming down from God, in order to transform and re
create. 

The second enters into the method of the new birth, v.rhich 
is described as of two parts--cleansing, and taking possession 
of the cleansed life by the Holy Spirit. The symbols of this 
were familiar to Israel (see Numbers xxix. and Ezekiel xxxvi.). 
There is no reference to any Church sacrament or rite. 

The fifth phrase may be considered here in connexion with 
the washing of regeneration through the Word. The " Word 

,
. 

about the death of Christ for sinners and for sin, will cleanse 
from sin, and prepare for the reception of life by the Spirit. 

The third phrase puts before us the sovereignty of God in 
the whole matter, for "whom He will He pardoneth.

,
. 

The fourth phrase also refers to the power of the incorrupt-
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ible seed of the Word of God. Words of scripture are like 
seed grains, and any heart that receives them by faith, receives 
the germ of life. 

In regeneration, then, the new life from God is imparted. It

forms the new relationship of child to father. It endows the 
child with an inheritance (r Peter i. 3, and Romans viii. 15-17). 
Here we have a phrase peculiar to St. Paul. " THE SPIRIT 
OF ADOPTION," which expresses very vividly the truth of 
regeneration from another standpoint of illustration adapted 
to the Roman conception of the word. It was St. Paul's way 
of explaining regeneration, or new birth, to his Gentile con
verts. The following is a condensed statement from St. Paul 
and Roman Law, by W. E. Bell:-

Amongst the Romans adoption was a familiar, social phenomenon. 
Its initial ceremonies, and its incidents, occupied a large and im
portant place in their law. By adoption, under Roman law, an entire 
stranger in blood was admitted into a family, exactly as if he bad been 
born into it. He became identified with the family in a higher sense 
than some who had the family blood in their veins, than emancipated 
sons, or descendants through females. He assumed the family name, 
partook in its mystic rites, and became, not on sufferance or at will, 
but to all intents and purposes, a member of the house of his adoption. 
Nor could the tie thus formed be broken, save through the ceremony 
of emancipation. Adoption was called in law a" capiteo diminutio," 
which, so far, annihilated the pre-existing personality of the individual 
who underwent it, that during many centuries it operated as an extinction, 
of debts. The most striking feature in the operation of the law was that it 
constituted as complete a bar to intermarriage as relationship by 
blood. The adopted person became, in the eye of the law," a new 
creature." He was born again into a "new family." By the use of 
this figure, Gentile believers were able to realize the fatherhood of 
God, the brotherhood of tlte faithful, the obliteration of past penalties, the 
right to the mystic inheritance. He was enabled to realize that upon 
this spiritual act, "old things were passed away, all things had become 
new." In the famous passage, Romans viii. 14,-16, the Holy Spirit is 
represented as a Witness. The reference is to the legal ceremony of 
adoption. It consisted of the ancient and venerated conveyance " with 
the scales and brass," followed by a fictitious law-suit. The proceed
ings took place in the presence of seven witnesses. The ceremonial 
sale and resale, and the final vindication, or claim, were accompanied 
by ntterances of legal formul�. Upon the words used depended 
whether the ceremony amounted to the sale of a son into slavery, or 
bis adoption into a new family. The touch of the" festuca," or ritual 
wand, might be accompanied by the words," I claim this man as my 
son," or" I claim this ma,i as my sla11e." The form of sale into bondage 
was almost indistinguishable from the form of sale into sonship. It was 
the function of the witnesses to testify that the transaction was in truth 
the adoption of a child. 

(How much light this throws upon the words:" Ye receive 
not the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye receive the 

· spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
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children of God. And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ.") 

• • . The adopter, it may be supposed has died, the adopted son
claims the inheritance, his claim is disputed, his status is denied. 
Litigation ensues. "After the ceremony of the scales and brass," says 
the plaintiff, " the deceased claimed me by the name of Son. From 
that time forward he treated me as a member of his family. I called 
him Father, and he allowed it. It is true that I served him, but it was 
not the service of a slave, but of a child. He told me the inheritance 
was mine." But the law requires corroborative evidence. One of the 
seven witnesses is called. " I was present," he says, " at the ceremony. 
It was I who held the scales and struck them with the rod of brass. It 
was an adoption. I heard the words of the vindication, and I declare 
that this person was claimed by the deceased not as a slave, but as a 
son." 

So the Spirit of God will ever bear witness to the regenera
tion of all who have received Jesus as their Saviour, and will 
teach all such to pray to the Father, revealing Him, and 
making manifest all the rules of his new family. 

The word adoption, however, has another meaning in 
Romans viii. r9 and 23. "Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body." Here, adoption means" manifes
tation," and the day waited for is the day when the" manifes
tation of the sons of God " will come to enrich and bless the 
world at the Second Coming of Christ. 

In Galatians iv. 4-7, the same subject is treated, and the 
same allusion to the Roman law is employed. Here is intro
duced the thought of the redemption of the slave, " that He 
might redeem them which were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons." Then he continues: 

"so that thou art no longer a bond-servant, but a son ; 
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ." To main
tain the relationship is the work of the Spirit of God. To 
manifest the relationship in conduct and character is the work 
of the child of God, through the power of the indwelling 
Spirit. 

REDEMPTION. 

"Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain manner of life, 
handed down from your fathers, but with the precious blood 
as of a lamb without blemish, and without spot, even the 
Blood of Christ" (r Peter i. 18-19, R.V.). 

"Ye were bought with a price" (1 Cor. vi. 20). 
"Feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with 

His own Blood" (Acts xx. 28). 
The word redemption, as applied! to property in material 

things, means the acquiring of property that has passed out 
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of the possession of the lawful owner, and it may include the 
thought of restoration to its original place. This is illustrated 
in the case of -Israel, who, after living for many years in 
Egypt, were there brought into slavery. Then it was that God 
said He would come down to deliver them, and bring them 
out with a strong arm to the land promised to their fore
fathers. This great deliverance is called the Redemption of 
Israel from Egypt, and God is frequently called afterwards by 
the great title, "Thy Redeemer." The people, now a nation, 
were restored to the land whence they had come out, and in 
the process became, in a new sense, the people of God. He 
had purchased them for Himself, to be a people for His own 
possession. This story became the greatest and most perfect 
illustration of what is meant by redemption, in the Bible. 

The Feast of Passover commemorated this throughout the 
history of Israel. Its leading features were the slaying of a 
lamb, and sprinkling of its blood on the door posts and lintel 
as a mark that the command of God had been obeyed. Death 
had visited that house, and thus its inmates were delivered 
from death, and recognized as having passed from the bondage 
of Egypt to the ownership of Jehovah. 

There is no clearer symbolical teaching in the Bible of the 
way that souls may be redeemed by the precious Blood of 
Jesus Christ. That Blood, shed nearly two thousand years 
ago, still avails in the presence of God. It must be believed 
in, and accepted by faith. 

It is important to keep the work of redemption and regener
ation distinct ; perhaps the headings given below may prove 
useful in this respect :-

REDEMPTION. 
PLACES A MAN 

Under a new Master. 
In a new service. 
Under new rules. 
Receiving a gift. 
Redeemed by the Death of Christ. 
Redemption signifies recovery of 

the lost. 

REGENERATION. 
BRINGS A MAN 

Under a new Father. 
Into a new family. 
Under new rules. 
Into an inheritance. 
Begotten by the Holy Spirit. 
Regeneration connotes a new re• 

lationship. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Cleansing by· Blood : What Does it 
Mean? 

IT will be well here to devote a little space to inquire into 
the meaning of the phrase, " the Blood cleansing from sin." 
Possibly, there is as much confusion of thought in this matter, 
as on any other thought connected with the Gospel. The 
expression does not concern an experimental act, but a 
judicial one. The popular association with the word CLEANS
ING has always been WASHING; but there are four agents for 
cleansing, spoken of in Scripture:-

FIRE, that cleanses by purifying. 
WIND, that cleanses by blowing. 
WATER, that cleanses by washing. 
BLOOD, that cleanses by clearing; a judicial process in the 

presence of God, but not visible to man. 
It is the Blood of Christ which cleanses the sinner in the 

sight of God, while the Holy Spirit cleanses the sinner's heart. 
There are two .Advocates or Paracletes. The One in Heaven 
-our Lord Jesus Christ. "If any man sin, we have an Advo
cate" ( r. St. John, ii. I); and the Other, the Holy Spirit,
dwelling and abiding in the believer on earth. The One uses
the Blood of Atonement as High Priest; the Other uses the
water of the Word!about the Atonement; and the Two cleanse
in the full meaning of the word.

It must be borne in mind that all the expressions about 
deansing are allusions to the Old Testament ritual, and a 
.careful study of Leviticus is almost necessary in order to 
understand Hebrews. This Epistle is the New Testament 
Commentary on Israel's ritual, and explains its typical mean
ing. There are many references to Leviticus xvi., which tells 
the story of the Day of Atonement; the central day of the 
year, and the most solemn of all the Feasts. The High Priest, 
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who was the chief actor, had to make most careful ceremonial 
preparation for this, the only day in the year, when he was 
allowed to enter the Holy of Holies. The interest centred on 
two goats ; on the head of one of them the Princes of the 
Tribes confessed the sins of the nation. The other goat was 
slain, and its blood carried behind the Veil by the High 
Priest, and sprinkled in front of the Ark and the Mercy Seat. 
No eye could see this being done. No hand could assist in 
doing it. Alone, before God, the High Priest was making 
atonement for the people, who were standing outside in 
solemn silence, only able to TRUST. Should he fail all would 
be lost. God had chosen him for the work, and he alone was 
responsible. 

Note that the blood was placed in the presence of the 
unseen God, and did not touch any of the people on whose 
behalf it was offered. There it silently spoke of the life taken 
on behalf of the sinful nation ; it claimed and secured the 
mercy of God for that nation. After the Priest came out from 
the Tabernacle, a messenger was sent to convey the scape
goat to "the land of forgetfulness," so that the picture of sins 
being forgotten was prominent, as well as that of sins being 
put away by the shedding of blood. The Epistle to the 
Hebrews shows Jesus Christ as the fulfilment of the types 
of both High Priest and the Sacrifice. Even in Heaven His 
Risen Body bears the print of the nails on Hands and Feet 
(St. John xx. 20 ; Rev. v. 6). 

To sum up, the Blood of our Lord Jesus, that cleanseth from 
all sin, accomplishes the following :-

I. ETERNAL REDE:MPTION. "Christ being come an High
Priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His 
own Blood, He entered in once into the Holy Place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us" (Heb. ix. 11-12). 

2. CLEANSING OF CONSCIENCE. " How much more shall
the Blood of Christ, Who, through the eternal Spirit, offered 
Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works" (Heb. ix. 14.)-" Having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience" (Heb. x. 22). 

3. ENTRANCE INTO COVENANT RELATIONSHIP. "He
hath said: this the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days."-"Their sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more" (Heb. x. I 5-17). 

4. FITNESS FOR SERVICE. " Purge your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God."-" Almost all things are
by the Law purged with blood

,
, (Heb. ix. 14, 22). 
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5. ACCESS INTO THE HOLIEST. " Having, therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the Holiest by the Blood of 
Jesus, by the way which He dedicated for us, a new and 
living vVay, through the Veil-that is to say, His Flesh" 
(Heb. x. 19-20, R.V.). 

6. EFFECTUAL PLEADING. "By His own Blood He
entered in once into the Holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us " (Heb. ix. 12 ). 

7. SANCTIFICATION. "By which will we have been sancti
fied through the offering of the Body of Jesus Christ, once for 
all "-" Hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith 
he was sanctified " (Heb. x. 10, 29, R.V.). 

8. ADJUSTMENT FOR SERVICE. "Now, the God of Peace,
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His 
will" (Heb. xiii. 20-21). 

s 



CHAPTER VII. 

The Remedy ( continued) : Justification, 
Pardon, Conversion, Quickening, 

JUSTIFICATION. 

"BEING justified freely by His grace" (Rom. iii. 24). 
"That He might, Himself, be just, and the Justifier of him 

that hath faith in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26, R.V.). 
"We reckon, therefore, that a man is justified by faith, apart 

from the works of the law" (Rom. iii. 28, R.V.) 
" But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 

justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteousness" 
(Rom. iv. 5, R.V.). 

"Who believe on Him that raised Jesus, our Lord, from 
the dead , Who was delivered for our trespasses, and was raised 
for our justification'' (Rom. iv. 24-25, R.V.). 

"Being, therefore, justified by faith, let us have peace with 
God, through our Lord, Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1, R.V.). 

"Whom He called, them He also justified " (Rom. viii. 30, 
R.V.).

"Being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus iii. 7). 

The word in the Greek language from which "justification " 
is derived, is translated variously, right, just, righteous. From 
it come all the cognate words, both nouns and verbs. This 
group occurs no less than 242 times in the New Testament, 
while the negative words, unrighteousness and the like, occur 
66 times. This will shew the importance of the whole group 
of words. It is unfortunate that in our English language we 
are not able to reproduce the impression that this group of 
words produces in Greek, owing to our not having a similar 
group derived from the same root-word. Hence, we have to 
use right and just, as the two words from which the other 
nouns and verbs are derived. 
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JUSTIFICATION, as used in Scripture, signifies a process of 
dealing with a guilty person,legally and righteously, that makes 
him in the sight of God and angels as though he had never 
been guilty, and gives him a new character. It is an efface
ment of his past, not a mere condoning or pardoning of it, but 
a cancelling of guilt, the record being kept, as in our law courts. 
It is a process for freeing a man of his guilt by a judicial 
decision, in order to present him as righteous. It is evident 
at once that this process is impossible in human relations. No 
process under the sun can make a guilty man righteous in the 
eyes of his fellow men. If he be found guilty of a grave 
breach of the law, nothing he can ever do will repair the 
damage done to his character. If such a man be found guilty, 
and were pardoned, he would still not be justified. 

Justification, in the sense in which it is used in Scripture, 
is essentially Divine, and has no counterpart in human legis
lation. This word brings out most gloriously the Grace of 
God in saving a sinner. The Epistle to the Romans is the 
great treatise on the subject, and has well been called God's 
way of saving a sinner. 

What is the process ? 
I. An examination by the law, close, strict, impartial,

thorough, unmerciful, in the sense that there is no room for 
mercy, and then a declaration of the findings of the investiga
tion, the guilt of the accused, and the penalty that is right
eously due, namely, death, for under the law of God there is, 
and can be, no other penalty. 

2. The convicted one must plead guilty to all counts ;
there must be no excuses and no extenuating circumstances. 
Law-breaking, sin, transgression, have destroyed his character 
absolutely. 

3. As Romans iii. 20, R.V., states:" By the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified," it is useless for a convicted 
person to attempt to clear his past record by any appeal to 
what he may call good in his present life, or by drawing any 
comparison with others. Nor is it possible for him to regain 
his lost character by the strictest observance of prison rules. 

The text already quoted is of the utmost importance, inas
much as one is perpetually meeting the expression, "I am 
doing the best I can." It is merely a prisoner doing his best in 
prison, under a sentence, which will never cancel his guilt, or 
alter his character. The truth is reiterated in Galatians ii. 16: 
"A man is NOT justified by the works of the law." Then why 
was the law given? The law was given that by it man might 
have the knowledge of sin. This law is God's perfect 
standard for man's life here, but since" all have sinned and 
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come short of the glory of God, the heart must be effectually 
cleansed of all self-righteousness before the justification through 
Christ can be accepted, and, indeed, before it can be offered. 

4. The first positive statement is, "Justified freely by His
Grace " (Romans iii. 24). The opening chapters down to 
verse 20 of chapter iii. have been occupied in shewing the 
utterly hopeless condition of the whole human race, whether 
Jew or Gentile. God, and God alone, can save, and that 
through His wondrous grace. 

5. If God was the Originator of justifying grace, the Son
of God was the Manifestor of that grace. " Grace with truth 
came by Jesus Christ." Grace had been existing all through 
the history of the race, but in the fulness of time it was mani
fested in the second Person of the Trinity, and we here get the 
next grep.t phrase, "Justified by His Blood" (Romans v. 9). 
That grace may be manifested, the strict claims of the law 
must be satisfied. This is what the Son of God came to do. 
" He died, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God." The death of Christ was, as it were, the legal settle
ment of the claims of the Law of God against the whole 
world. "Behold, the Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sins 
of the world." 

6. Where is the proof that this is an effective and accept
able expiation, and a way of life? This is seen in the resur
rection. "Who was delivered up for our trespasses, and was 
raised for our justification" (Romans iv. 25, R.V.). The 
work of the Holy Spirit may be referred to here, and thus the 
Trinity be seen in glorious co-operation in the great triumph 
of our justification. Had Jesus remained in the grave we 
should have no hope. For where were the proofs that the law 
had no further claims against the world? True, One had 
fallen under the awful condemnation of that law for others, 
and had entered into the prison-house of death. But· 
till He left that prison-house it was not proved that the law 
had no further claims upon Him on our account. The coming 
out of prison-the resurrection-proved that there was no pos
sibility of re-opening the questions which had been settled by 
the sentence of death. The Holy Spirit took Him to the Cross. 
He was raised by the same Spirit of Holiness. This is the 
Spirit's witness to the full and complete atonement for the sin 
of the world. "Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 
more; death dominion no more hath over Him. For the 
death that He died, He died unto sin once, but the life that 
He liveth, He liveth unto God

,
, (Romans vi.9-11, R.V.) 

7. "Justified by faith" (Romans v. I). Faith is the power
by which we grasp God's gift, and appropriate the great offer 
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of justification. Hence the stress laid upon believe, trust, 
accept, obey, for through faith we understand ; through 
faith we obtain the gifts of God. 

vVhat is faith? Taking what God says for granted, and 
acting upon it, in the same way that we accept the word of 
a man whom we know to be true. Many illustrations from 
daily life which explain faith may be useful according to the 
intelligence of the person dealt with. 

8. The last point to be mentioned is that referred to in
James ii. 24: "by works a man is justified." At first sight it 
might appear that this conflicts with the previous quotation, but 
it is not so. St. Paul was expounding the whole scheme of 
justification from the standpoint of man's need, and God's 
provision for him, and concludes by shewing that the faith 
which lays hold of God's provision is saving faith. He quotes 
Abraham as an illustration of this, when he believed the 
promises of God as to his seed, and adds, what is recorded three 
times-that" Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him for righteousness," for justification. This same fact St. 
James uses as an instance of justification by works, meaning 
that Abraham's attitude towards God was known to men by his 
conduct. Those with whom we associate will naturally say, 
"show us your faith by your works," for actions speak louder 
than words. Too little stress is laid on this, in the desire to 
avoid making the mistake of teaching that there is salvation 
through works. Faith justifies us before God, works justify 
us before our fellow men. 

PARDON. 

The word pardon, or forgiveness, is represented by two 
words in the Greek. The first signifies " a discharge, a setting 
free, a remission of debt or punishment." The other is 
derived from the word for grace, and means "doing a person 
a favour, being gracious to." And it is used in the New 
Testament in the sense of graciously remitting a person's sin, 
or debt. Pardon is used in the sense of dealing with the 
difficulty in a gracious way towards the debtor, though it 
implies more than that. The illustration in this connection 
for our consideration is the little parable of the Two Debtors, 
found in St. Luke vii. 41,42, R.V. "A certain lender had two 
debtors; the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 
When they had not wherewith to pay, he forgave them both." 
(The A.V. adds "frankly," for this is embodied in the word 
"forgave.") It was his act of gracious love and sympathy. 
Who is the lender ? Who are the borrowers ? God is the 
lender. The very breath we draw, the sunshine, the powers of 
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mind and body, are all His loan, for which every one must 
give account to God hereafter. If the life He has given us 
has been ill-spent, how enormous is the debt incurred. The 
way from God has been a way of ever increasing debt, and the 
way back is by pardon. All are debtors," for all have sinned." 
How does God forgive? He can forgive of His grace, be
cause Jesus has paid the debt in full already, and now He 
offers to "blot out all sin." 

Compare Isa. xliii. 25; xliv. 22; Acts iii. 19; also Isa. lv.
7. "He will abundantly pardon.

,, 
That is He will multiply par

dons. This is a promise that guarantees God's continuous 
and unfailing mercy. (Psalm ciii. I 2 ; Isaiah xxxviii. I 7). 

Micah vii. 19 and Jeremiah xxxi. 34 are passages which 
will help in dealing with some of the difficulties so often met 
with in dealing with such sayings as:-" No one can know their 
sins forgiven till they come to die." "It is too much presump
tion to imagine that I can have ALL my sins forgiven at once." 
' I am doing my best, and I hope God will forgive me by
and by.

,
, I am afraid if I am forgiven now I shall not hold 

out." Whereas we believe that the record of sin is kept in 
Heaven, in the Book of Remembrance. When Christ forgives 
the guilt of sin here, He has at the same time blotted 
out the record of sin above, so that the sinner shall only 
have to face a white page in that Book of Remembrance, 
which bears his name. The name has also been written in 
the Lamb's Book of Life, and this is eternal security against 
all claims. 

CONVERSION. 

Conversion is a term that has become so common now-a
days, as to have lost much of its original meaning and force. 
We are perpetually hearing it said," I was converted once, but 
am not now.'' A few years ago a well-known Christian man 
spent a whole day on a bridge over a certain river, stopping 
every man that came across, to ask him the question," Are you 
a Christian ? 

,, 
Over ninety per cent. of the hundreds thus 

accosted replied, " I was once, but I am not now." Does not 
this fact alone point to a great weakness somewhere in the 
presensation of the truth as to what being a Christian or being 
converted really means? 

Conversion has a double meaning, and includes a Divine act 
and a human act. The Divine act is that of the Holy Spirit, by 
His gracious operation, turning a man round to look the other 
way, and step the other way. The human act is the man turning 
round, co-operating, probably quite unconsciously, with the 
Holy Spirit. In St. Matt. xviii. 2, we read that Jesus set a little 
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child in the midst and said, "Except ye turn and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter the kingdom of Heaven.0 

In the A.V. the words are, " except ye be converted." Simi
larly, in St. Luke xxii. 32, R.V., the Lord's words to Simon 
Peter, "I made supplication for thee that thy faith fail not, 
and do thou, when once thou hast turned again, stablish thy 
brethren.0 In the A.V. this is rendered. " when thou art con
verted." Strictly speaking, the terms "conversion" and " new 
birth II should be synonymous, meaning the radical change 
produced by the introduction of the Life from Above. But in 
modern parlance and general experience they are not so. 
Conversion has come to be little more than " taking a turn,U 
"trying religion," to see how it gets on, whether it fits, or lasts, 
or is comfortable, and in a great many cases it proves to 
be only a temporary change of attitude towards spiritual 
things not based on radical change. The crisis in true con
version is such an awakening of the mind to the utterly lost 
and helpless condition through sin, that the gift of God, which 
is eternal life, is accepted, and that acceptance produces a 
true and permanent change of character. This conviction of sin 
is the work of the Holy Spirit; and those who are moved by 
an address delivered in His power may often be found in the 
three groups described in the parable of the Sower, some quite 
untouched ; others whose feelings have been reached, and who 
are disturbed for a time ; and others, again, who have become 
aware of their guilt before God. 

How did the Apostle Peter deal with those under convic
tion ? He demanded an act of obedience which should indicate 
their faith in the Lord Jesus as able to remit sins, telling them 
that after baptism they should receive the Holy Ghost. The 
new birth is the acceptance of God's gift of eternal life through 
Jesus Christ, which will be developed and fostered by the 
Holy Spirit. 

Peter knew that the important fact to present at conversion 
was the position of the Lord Jesus, and it is so still. In 
I Peter ii. 4, 7, the word "disallowed" occurs twice. The great 
sin is, that men have disallowed Him the position God gave 
Him. Much of the religion of to-day practically" disallows" 
Him ; so very frequently do commerce, business, politics, 
social and family life. The Lord is looked upon as One to be 
sought at the close of life, or referred to in an emergency; but 
is not allowed to be Master and Lord. But He is the Lord of 
life, and to receive eternal life-not merely forgiveness of sins 
-is the point to which we should seek to lead all enquirers.
Remember that Jesus was disallowed by the government of the
day in which He lived. He was in danger of being pushed
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over the brow of the Hill of Nazareth, because of His fearless 
teaching in the Synagogue-"disallowed'' as a teacher by those 
who knew him as a fellow-townsman. 

After curing the man with a withered hand in the Syna
gogue, the council was held, for the first time, to consult how 
He might be put to death-" disallowed " by the religious 
governing body of His time. 

In the Temple courts, when healing lame and blind, and 
teaching of God, He was stoned by the onlookers ; and, asking 
why He was stoned, was informed that it was not for His 
philanthropy, but for His assertions of His Deity and 
Divinity. Philanthropy " disallows " Him if He introduces 
the truth. 

Lastly, when on His trial before Pilate, Barabbas, the 
murderer, was brought in, and the question was put : " \Vhom 
will ye that I shall release unto you ? " Once more he was 
" disallowed of men." The whole populace joined in the cry, 
and not one voice was heard on His behalf. The verdict has 
come down the centuries-the majority re-echo it. Ere He can 
save, He must be" allowed" as LORD. Let us always make 
this clear. 

QUICKENING. 

" You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins " (E phes. ii. I). 

As has already been stated, to be " dead" is to be un
conscious of all that is of God around one's life. To be alive 
is to be waked to the full consciousness of God, the 
Presence of God, the Will of God, and the things of God. 
Who quickens? The Son of God. " In Him was life." " He 
that hath the Son hath life." " He that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life." The presence or absence of Christ as life 
is the essential point. 

This fact is illustrated in the story of the Prodigal Son. 
' This, my son, was dead, and is alive again." 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The Master Workman at Work. 

How did the Lord Jesus converse with people? 
In St.John x. 10, our Lord plainly states the purpose of His 

coming into this world. " I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly." Let us 
see how He handled this subject in talking to individuals of 
different classes. Let us consider-

Firstl:Y. The Lord's conversations with some of the ruling 
class. 

Secondl:Y. Conversations with business men, or men of the 
middle class. 

Thlrdl:Y, Conversations with outcasts. 
The Pharisees, who formed a large proportion of the ruling 

class, resemble many amongst us to-day, as regards the 
hindrances standing between them and Christ. These are 
their position-high birth, and the claims of society-their 
wealth, supplying so much to make life enjoyable, and absorb
ing so much time in its spending and keeping ; their morality, 
or character, which, whilst held in high estimation by men, 
counts for nothing in the matter of obtaining eternal life ; and 
their reltgion, which is a great salve to the concience, and is 
thought to atone for a good deal of worldliness and ungodli
ness. 

These four conditions the Lord had to meet in His conversa
tions with the men of the ruling class, who had no sense of sin, 
and scorned to be classified with such as " tax-gatherers and 
sinners." The Pharisees, as a class, had refused the teaching 
of John the Baptist, after ascertaining that it called for repent
ance ; and when Christ came, almost all of them decried His 
teaching, as they had that of His forerunner. However, in the 
early days described in the opening chapters of the tourth 
Gospel, there was one exception; Nicodemus was a recognized 
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teacher in Jerusalem at that time, an authority on matters 
theological, and, holding as he did a position of great import
ance, naturally numbers would go to him for advice, asking 
what he thought about the young Prophet from Galilee. This 
must have been a very difficult question to deal with. Nico
demus was a man of earnest piety, of reverence for everything 
that pertained to the law of God, a man of unblemished charac
ter, and of wide reaching influence. The teaching of John the 
Baptist had not been endorsed by him and his colleagues ; 
how then could he endorse the teaching of this One, Whom the 
Baptist had proclaimed ? Yet he would not come to a hasty 
decision, but sought an interview when he would be un
observed and undisturbed. 

In the opening of the conversation the Lord made no allu
sion to sin, but at once introduced the question of Life, under 
the phrase as" born anew." Much as Nicodemus possessed, 
Christ knew he lacked the one thing-Life Divine. Upper
most in His Mind was the necessity for Nicodemus, and those 
like him, to know that life is the vital question, " for except a 
man be born anew, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." This 
would destroy all hopes based on a man's position, character, 
and religion. The Lord took His place as the " Son of 
Man," Who must be "lifted up," and gradually introduced 
the thought of sin by mentioning the serpent of brass, 
without directly charging Nicodemus with being a sinner. 
But such a theologian could not fail to draw the correct 
inference; he would face the question, Must he accept 
a gift from such an One as the Nazarene? Had he 
nothing to offer in exchange? Was there nothing in his 
position, or religion, or character, to render him acceptable 
to God ? There are multitudes around us to-day who are 
perfectly satisfied that their birth, position, religion and good 
character, are all that is needed. They need just such treat
ment as the Lord gave to Nicodemus. 

The question, "Have you received eternal life from God 
through Jesus Christ?" or the words," Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God,» will almost 
certainly fail to be understood. To commence a conversation 
by accusing such an one of being a sinner would be a great 
mistake; rather hold up life as something God has to give, 
and it will excite surprise and lead to further enquiry. 

THE YOUNG RULER. 

The second illustration of our Lord's dealing with a man of 
the ruling class is that of the young ruler, narrated in St. 
Luke xviii. I 8-26, and the story is also recorded by St. 
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Matthew and St. Mark. He was young, so he had life before 
him, and all that makes it delightful. He was rich, he was 
earnest, for he came running; he was inquiring and reverent, 
for he kneeled and asked, "Good Teacher, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?" 

Such a question could not fail to be of the deepest interest 
to the Lord, for had He not come "that they might have life?" 
The ruler was evidently uncertain as to the security of his 
expectation of eternal life, and determined, therefore, to 
enquire of the new Teacher. He called Him" Good Teacher," 
which address the Lord corrected, '' Why callest thou Me 
good? None is good, save One-God." Or, in other wordsy

If I am good, I am God ; if I am not good, I am not God. 
Thus He asserted His Deity, and claimed that it should be 
recognised. Just as in the case of Nicodemus, the Lord would 
not be approached except as the Son of God. Let this be a 
guide to the worker to-day, when, on all sides, the ethics of 
Christianity are being talked about, but not the Christ. When 
the young ruler asserted that he had kept the Command
ments, the Lord did not contradict him; no doubt, like Saul 
of Tarsus, he was, "touching the righteousness that is the law
blameless." Still, the answer was," One thing thou lackest." It 
did notcongratulate the young man upon his beautiful character 
with only one feature missing, but implied that because one 
thing was lacking, therefore all the rest is worthless. So 
"sell that thou hast and distribute to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in Heaven, and come, follow Me." This instruc
tion was to point out to him that the best investment for his 
wealth would be to lend it to the Lord (Proverbs xix. 17). 
His faith in Christ as Son of God must be proved by following 
Him. Could he do that? No. It demanded too much of 
him; so he went away sorrowful, for he was very rich. It is 
the demand for full surrender to Christ on all points that is as 
hard to-day as then. 

After the ruler had gone away, the Lord said to His dis
ciples, " It is easier for a camel to enter in through a needle's 
eye than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God." 
This metaphor would be at once understood by his hearers, 
the " needle's eye " being the low narrow side door through 
the massive stone wall adjoining the big gates of a city. Such 
gates were closed from sun�et to sunrise, and any caravan 
arriving after dark would have to make its way laboriously 
through the needle's eye. This was a tedious matter, 
for the camel had to kneel down for the removal of its 
load, there not being room for it in the low doorway; 
after that it would require several men to coax, push, 



Personal Work for Christ. 

drive, goad and tug at the camel in order to get him 
through the gate. Hours would be consumed with the 
stubborn animal before this was accomplished, and then after 
he had been got through he must kneel again to be re-loaded 
Easier, says the Lord, to manage a stubborn, bad-tempered 
camel, than to handle a rich man. He too must stoop, kneel, 
unload all his wealth of morality and religion, to enter by the 
narrow door of humiliation, and surrender himself utterly to 
the Will of Christ. Having done this, he will again kneel, and 
have his load replaced, but now with a different meaning, for 
as he will be the Lord's, so will be all his possessions. This is 
symbolical of the treatment that every self-righteous person 
must undergo in order to have eternal life. The word 
"inherit," with which the ruler opened his request, must not 
be overlooked. There is no such inheritance as that of eternal 
life, for no one has any right to it. This is the key-note of all 
true Gospel teaching ; eternal life is the gift of God, not the 
inheritance of man. And yet no delusion is more common 
than that every man has a sort of right to go to Heaven when 
he dies. 

THE LAWYER. 

The third case is that of the lawyer, as reported in St. Luke 
x. 25-37. If the context gives a continuous narrative it would
appear that this man was a listener to the conversation between
the Lord and His disciples, about the account of the
seventy of their evangelistic journey, when the Lord
praised the Father for having revealed these things to
babes, and hidden them from wise and prudent men. This
expression, "wise and prudent," might have been taken by
the lawyer as pointed at such men as himself, hence the
question, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"
This he said, " tempting Him." The contrast between this
man and the ruler was that the latter was sincere, and the
lawyer was not. However, the Lord answered him as if he
really were an enquirer, and replied as he had to the
ruler by referring to the Commandments. To His question the
Lord received the masterly and comprehensive digest of the
whole law in that great sentence:" Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thy
self." "Thou hast answered right," was the Lord's rejoinder,
'This do and thou shalt live." Why this reply? Because the
very statement of the perfect love of the heart towards God and
man was a divine ideal, and beyond the possibility of any
man's conception, apart from the possession of eternal life: it is
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the/ru£t and not the root of eternal life. The lawyer wanted 
trap the Lord into a false declaration with regard to the require
ments of the law ; for he had no belief in His Deity. vVhat 
could a Nazarene peasant know about such a thing as eternal 
life? But he fell into his own trap, and was caught before he 
knew it. To his answer the Lord says," This do." That he 
and his class did not pretend to do it, was well known to all. 
Compare St. Matthew xxiii. 14. The interpretation of the law 
was right, but the practice was neglected. That the lawyer 
was caught is shewn by the words," He, willing to justify him
self, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?" This ques
tion was answered by the parable of the Good Samaritan, which, 
taken out of its context, may be used to teach a beautiful lesson 
of compassion for lost and dying souls, or to call attention to the 
need in the world which religious officialism so often passes by 
on the other side. But was this what the Lord meant the 
lawyer to consider? Was He trying to teach him compassion 
to any poor neighbour? The lawyer's first question had been, 
how could he obtain eternal life, and the answer will surely be 
found in the parable. There are two prominent figures, and 
it is the Samaritan whom the Lord tells him to imitate. Who 
so completely answers to the description of the wounded man 
as Jesus Himself? Had not the Pharisees sought to rob Him 
of His character, calling Him a gluttonous man and a wine
bibber, the consort of sinners, a blasphemer, and even the 
emissary of Beelzebub? Were not those deadly wounds to 
His Spirit ? And had it not been their determination for 
some time to take His life? Not long after this He 
was illtreated, stripped of His raiment, cruelly scourged 
and spit upon, before being handed over to the Romans for 
execution. Priest and Levites passed by wagging their heads, 
and it seemed that there was none to help. Later came 
Joseph of Arithmethea, to take the part of the good Samari
tan. That the good man of the parable was called a Samari
tan was, doubtless, because the Samaritans were so despised 
by the Jews, and had the lawyer taken the part of Jesus, 
he would have become a social outcast; but no one would 
do this unless assured of His Deity. 

So in all three cases we have been considering, the criti
cal point is the acceptance and acknowledgment of His 
Deity; then will come the instructions. To Nicodemus 
it was, Believe in Me ; to the ruler, Follow Me; to the 
lawyer, Be identified with Me as My friend and neighbour. 

In personal work with people of the upper class to-day, 
we have to face the same condition of things, and we must 
seek to bring them to the same point of surrender to the all-
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absorbing claims of the despised Jesus as Lord and Christ. 
Herein only is salvation. " If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth, Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that 
God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
The place of humiliation, namely, the Cross, is the meeting 
place between the Saviour and sinners. He cannot be 
approached as a Teacher until He has been approached 
and accepted as Saviour, Who died for our sins and rose 
again. It is surrender to a Person, not acceptance of 
teaching or ethics, that will have any power of life, 

SIMON-THE PHARISEE. 

In St. Luke vii. we find the fourth conversation with one 
of the upper class. Simon was a great man in his com
munity, and had extended a certain amount of patronage 
to Jesus of Nazareth in having invited Him to a meal in 
his house. Careful reading of the narrative shews that he 
had evidently planned not to shew his Guest the ordinary 
courtesies of hospitality, in that the servants omitted to 
wash His Feet on arrival. This was not accidental, but in
tentional. Other guests had arrived, had been received by 
the servants, welcomed by their host, and honoured. The 
washing of the feet was a customary civility, the kiss was 
to express welcome, the oil honour. These three had been 
freely bestowed on others, but studiously withheld from 
Jesus. There was no mistaking Simon's attitude towards 
Him. 

Let us contrast the treatment He received at the hands 
of the sinful woman who had followed Him, her heart 
breaking under its load of unforgiven sin, and the deep 
sense of His tender love and welcome for all who were 
heavy laden. She washed His Feet with her tears-tears 
which Martin Luther called "heart-water "-she kissed those 
Feet without ceasing; she anointed them with the precious 
-ointment-her treasured possession. A broken-hearted sup
pliant at His Feet, she surrendered herself and all she had
to Him, awaiting His acceptance. How did the Lord treat
His host, and this unbidden guest? The little parable of
the Two Debtors gives the answer. One owed fifty pence,
and the other five hundred, but both were penniless, so
the amount of the indebtedness made no difference. Both
needed the frank forgiveness of the creditor.

Again, the principle of a free gift is brought out. Simon
is shewn that he has no merit, and no more advantage
than the sinful woman. How tender were the words to
wards the woman, how wise those to the proud Pharisee,
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and yet so pointed. The Deity of Christ was not advanced 
by Him at the outset of the interview, but at the close, 
when He said to Simon, "Wherefore, I say unto thee, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much ; 
but to whom little is forgiven the same loveth little." None 
but God could forgive sins. That was a sound statement 
of the Pharisee to which none could take exception. Here 
then, is One Who not only announces, but pronounces for
giveness of sins. He must be God, else it is the height of 
blasphemy. 

So, again, the Lord quietly put forward the truth as to 
eternal life, towards which the forgiveness of sins is the first 
step. 

To the self-righteous character comes the question," How 
much owest thou unto my Lord '' ; is it five hundred, or is 
it fifty? Whatever it is, how much hast thou wherewith 
to pay? Thus, whatever the debt, all must meet at the 
same place for the free forgiveness, at the foot of the 
Cross. 

It is interesting to note, that whenever Jesus was confessed 
as "Lord" (the title of Deity), the suppliant's request was 
granted, whereas when addressed as Master, or Rabbi, or 
Teacher, it was not granted. 

See the following instances of this :-
I. St. Matt. viii. 2. The leper says, "Lord, if thou wilt,

Thou canst make me clean." Immediately he receives his 
cleansing. 

2. St. Matt. viii. 8. The Roman Centurion comes with
his plea about his sick servant, and says," Lord, l am not 
worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof," etc. Im
mediately his servant is healed. 

3. St. Matt. ix. 28. The two blind men who followed
Him, asking for His mercy, are asked, " Believe ye that I 
am able to do this?" And their reply is, "Yea, Lord." 
And He touched their eyes and they were opened. 

4. St. Matt. xv. 22. The Syrophenician woman who came
supplicating help for her demon-possessed daughter, ap
proached Him with, " 0 Lord, Thou Son of David,'' and then 
·replied to the rebuff with "Lord, help me," and finally
replied to His remark about the bread for the family with,
·" Truth, 

5. St. Matt. xvii. I 5. The father bringing his lunatic 
to Jesus said, "Lord, have mercy on my son," and imme
diately his need was 

6. St. Matt. xx. 30, R.V. The two blind men on 
Jericho road cry out, "Lord, have mercy on us," and, 
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in reply to His question, "What will ye that I should do
unto you?,

, 
say "Lord, that our eyes may be opened." Im

mediately the blessing is bestowed. 
7. St. Mark xi. 3. The disciples, in releasing the colt

for Jesus, say to the owner," The Lord hath need of him,'' 
and there is no difficulty in their taking it away. 

8. St. Luke v. 8. Simon Peter, suddenly awaking to
the fact that he is in the Presence of the Son of God, 
after the miraculous draught of fishes, says, "Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord." 

9. St. Luke xix. 9. Zaccheus, the tax-gatherer, called
down from the sycamore tree, received Jesus joyfully, and 
in so doing realizes that He is not merely a Teacher, but 
that He is of God, for in his confession he says, '' Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor," etc. 
He has found out the secret of the power that has so 
suddenly changed his whole life and outlook. 

10. St. Luke xxiii. 42. In the A.V. the dying thief is
recorded as saying, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy Kingdom.1' 

r r. St. John iv. II-19. In the beautiful story of the 
Lord's conversation with the woman of Samaria, it is in
teresting to notice that she thrice called Him Lord (trans
lated Sir), not knowing Who He was. There was, at any 
rate, great respect and reverence for the unexpected, un
known Stranger, Who so courteously conversed with her, 
and offered her the living water. It was, therefore, no 
wonder that before the interview ended, she became aware 
of Who He was, calling Him Messiah, proclaiming Him as 
such to the men, and inviting them to come and hear Him for 
themselves. Her right use of His Name all unconsciously 
wrought its blessed work. 

I 2. St. John iv. 49. The nobleman, whose son was dying 
of fever, and who sought the help of Jesus, addressed Him 
as Lord, saying, "Lord, come. down, ere my child die." 
The fever abated, and vanished at the moment the Lord 
responded to the believing father's prayer. 

13. St. John viii. 10-11, R.V. The woman, taken in
adultery, brought before Him as judge, to say whether the 
sentence of the Law of Moses was, or was not to be passed 
upon her, finding she is alone in His blessed Presence, replies
to His question, "Did no man condemn thee?

,, 
with "No 

man, Lord." Then she had His Word of full forgiveness and 
deliverance, "Neither do I condemn thee ; go thy way; from 
henceforth sin no more." 

14. St. John ix. 36. The blind man, who has washed
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in the Pool of Siloam, and received his sight, unaware of 
the true position of his Deliverer, is met by the Lord with 
the question, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" 
To this he replies, " Who is He, Lord, that I might believe 
on Him?" When Jesus revealed Himself to him, he said, 
" Lord, I believe," and worshipped. 

15. St. John xi. 21-32. Both Martha and Mary welcome
Him to their stricken home with the words, "Lord, if Thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died." Then, as He 
is carrying on the conversation with Martha, she says," Yea

.,

Lord, I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God." Without delay there follows the crowning miracle 
of His love, in the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead. 

There are many occasions on record where the disciples 
called Him Lord, as might be expected. These are not 
here referred to. What we need to realise is that there is 
no case on record of a Pharisee calling Him Lord. "Teacher" 
was their word of address. They would not commit them
selves to the highest of His titles, acknowledging that He was 
the Son of God. (It is a little unfortunate that the trans
lators have not been consistent in rendering the word always 
by Lord.) 

There remains one other word in this connection, the warn
ing uttered by the Lord against the false use of His Name, 
and utter hopelessness of its use, unless there be the accom
panying believing and obeying in the heart and life. "Not 
every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but He that doeth the Will of 
My Father, which is in Heaven. Many will say to Me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy Name, 
and in Thy Name have cast out demons? ... Then will I 
profess unto them that I never knew you" (St. Matt. vii. 21-23). 

Lastly, there is a combination of the two names of" Lord" 
and "Teacher,"* in St. John xiii., when after the Lord had 
washed the feet of the disciples, He said, "Ye call me 
Teacher and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am. If I, 
then, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, ye 
ought also to wash one another's feet. For I have given 
you an example that ye should do as I have done to 
you." He puts the words in their right order when referring 
to Himself," Lord" and "Teacher." 

The order in which the Lord places these titles of Him
self is noticeable, and it behoves us to observe it in�our 
own work and testimony for Him. 

* The words are "Master and Lord" in R.V., but marginal note
gives "Teacher" for " Master." 

6 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Master Workman at Work 
(Continued). 

SECOND GROUP.-THE BUSINESS OR MIDDLE 
CLASSES. 

BUSINESS men are busy men. They want all matters brought 
before them to be presented in as terse and condensed a way 
as may be possible, with the salient points clearly defined, in 
order that no time may be lost in arriving at a conclusion. 
Action is characteristic of the true business man. In present
ing the Gospel to such, and in enforcing His claims, the Lord 
acted ancl spoke with precision and conciseness. It is to such 
that He uses the words, "Follow Me." Those who knew 
what His business was were able to make up their minds 
immediately, to act accordingly, and, becoming His disciples, 
to enter into training for the future work of the ministry. 

The first of this group to be considered will be Matthew, 
the tax-gatherer, afterwards the apostle. This man had prob
ably heard much about the Lord, if not from Him, before the 
incident recorded in his gospel (ix. 9-13). vVe read that many 
tax-gatherers came to hear John the Baptist, and it is possible 
that Matthew was one of them. Then came the day when 
the Lord, passing by his office or booth, called to him," Fol
low Me." Will and heart responded immediately. Matthew 
rose up, left all, and followed Him. It was as if a Man, intent 
on the business of Heaven, had appealed to a man accustomed 
to transact earthly business promptly, and Matthew responded 
with characteristic decision. He made no -delay in confessing 
his new Master, but quickly invited the men of his own class 
to a great feast in his house, that they also might meet Him. 
Tax-gatherers were looked upon as great sinners by all reli
gious Jews; hence the special reason the Lord gave for this 
man's salvation, that He had come to call such as he to 
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repentance. We know nothing more of Matthew, save that 
he wrote the Gospel for his own nation, to prove that Jesus 
of Nazareth was indeed the Messiah. 

St. Luke xix. 1-10 gives an account of the call of another 
tax-gatherer, Zaccheus of Jericho. It is likely that the heal
ing of blind Bartimeus had roused his curiosity to see the 
Notable Stranger Who had given sight to a man born blind. 
Zaccheus left his business, ran on before, and climbed into a 
sycamore tree, to get a sight of the Prophet as He passed by. 
Looking up at him, the Lord said," Make haste, come down, 
for to-day I must abide at thy house." Evidently there was 
authority in the Voice, and he " made haste, came down, and 
received Him joyfully." Zaccheus understood that he was 
summoned on important business, and he wished to receive 
his unexpected Guest with due honour. He hailed Him as 
Lord, and that meant recognition of His Deity; to do this 
with an honest heart was surrender to Him as Master. Note 
his liberality-half his possessions for the poor, and to any 
that he had defrauded he would restore fourfold. This was 
proof of an enlightened conscience, and of his recognition that 
as a servant of the Holy One he must make amends for what
ever dishonesty he had committed as a business man. There 
was no need for prolonged discussion, as with Nicodemus, 
for the Lord's Presence had caused a rapid surrender to His 
claims. 

In the call of the four qsherman from their boats and 
nets, we have another illustration of prompt action. The 
Master's brief "Follow Me" appealed to James and John, 
Andrew and Peter ; brought them to immediate decision 
for Christ, even to the surrender of their means of liveli
hood, that they might obey His call. They had all listened 
to the preaching of John the Baptist, and had been led to 
accept Jesus as the Son of God. But this personal call was 
the moment when their faith was to be put into action. 
These master fishermen needed no argument to enable them 
to decide what do. Prompt action is what may be expected 
from business men to-day, when the Gospel is presented 
to them as a transaction of the deepest importance to be 
entered into with the Lord. 

In Revelation iii. 14-21, R.V. , the message to Laodicea, 
the Lord is represented as a merchantman, seeking to interest 
others in His wares. He begins by depicting the need of 
the Church, saying, " Thou knowest not that thou art the 
wretched one, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked." Then He points out that He has a supply of 
all that is needed, saying, " I counsel thee to buy of Me gold 
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-white raiment-eyesalve." But none come to do any busi
ness with Him. Then H� is described as going round and
knocking at door after door seeking admission. Why? If
people will not come to Him, He must go to them. Is it
essential that they should have what He has to offer. It
is a striking picture of His solicitude for the members of His
professing Church, so needy, but so ignorant of their need.
The Lord is here represented as a Merchantman, in order to
shew the importance of decision in receiving the Gospel.

THIRD GROUP.-THE LOWEST CLASS, FALLEN 
IN SIN. 

Three remarkable conversations are recorded of the Saviour 
with three women, who had fallen as low as sin could take 
them. These conversations are typical of how He would 
have His followers approach and treat such cases to-day. 
The following table will shew the main points of interest and 
comparison in these three cases. 

1. Tlze Case. The Woman of The Sinful Wo- The Adulteress 
Samaria (St. man (St. Luke (St. John viii.). 
John iv.). vii.). 

2. The Co11ditio11. A great sinner A great sinner A great sinner
with religion. without relig- in spite of re-

ion. ligion. 

3. The need to be Confession of The pardon of D e Ii v e r  a n  c e
expressed. her sin. sin. from law.

4. What the Lord His knowledge His power to His power to
disclosed. of her sin. pardon sin. s av e fr o m

law's penalty.

5. His enlighten- "I am HE"- Thy sins are for- Neither do I
ing words. the Messiah. given thee. condemn thee.

6. Climax reach- She became an "Go in peace." "Go, and sin
ed. evangelist. no more.''

The Woman of Samaria (St. John iv.). This well-known 
narrative yields valuable and remarkable suggestions to the 
Christian worker when carefully studied. She was a careless 
woman, a sinful woman, a hardened woman, yet withal a 
religious woman, who so unexpectedly came into contact with 
the Lord at the Well of Jacob. The conversation will be 
seen to fall into seven sections. In them there is a pro-
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gression of thought, as the Lord skilfully and graciously led 
her on to face and confess her need of a Saviour. 

We will look at the couplets of His sayings and her 
replies. 

A (v. 7) "Give Me to drink. 
A (v. 9.) "How is it Thou, being a Jew, askest drink 

of me, which am a woman of Samaria? " 
I. A request met by a refusal. He was but a Jew to her

consciousness and not worthy of any consideration. 
B ( v. 10.) " If thou knewest the gift of God, and Who it 

is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldest have 
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water." 

B (vs. 11 & 12.) "Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with 
• . . Art Thou greater than our father Jacob ? " 

2. A statement met by a question. The Jew was evidently
an important Jew, just how important she could not discover, 
but her interest in Him was aroused. The Lord had suc
ceeded in interesting her, and so proceeds to His next 
remark. 

C (vs. 13 & 14). "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again : but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him, shall never thirst" into everlasting like. 

C (v. 15). "Sir, give me this water that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw." 

3. An offer met by a request. He must be a liberal Jew,
if not a wealthy Jew. The Lord had obtained from her a 
request for that which He had proffered her. She had refused 
His request for water; would He refuse her request? Now, 
the Lord had reached the point of offering eternal life, but 
she had not yet understood it, and the next remark startled 
her. The Lord wanted to awaken her to the heart-thirst 
which she had hardly admitted to herself, and so lead her to 
confess her need. 

D (v. 16). '' Go, call thy husband, and come hither." 
D (v. 17). "I have no husband." 
4. A command met by a confession. Then He was a

Jew with authority, for He commanded. She must be quite 
truthful to Him ; why, she hardly knew ; and so without 
defence or concealment she made an admission of sin. 

E (v. 17) "Thou hast well said, I have no husband ..• 
in that saidst thou truly." 

E (vs. 19-20). "Sir, I perceive that Thou art a Prophet. 
Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 

5. A revelation met by evasion. This Jew was more than
a wealthy or liberal man; He was a Prophet, a very religious 
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man. And she, feeling the dilemma she was in, as He seemed 
to know her past life, sought to turn aside the searching 
light by a discussion on religion. She would show him that 
there was some good in her, anyhow, whatever His impres
sions about her might be. So she opened up the question 
as to the right place of worship, so as to prevent any more 
personal dealing. The Lord had put His finger very tenderly 
and gently on her sin, when He had said, " Bring thy 
husband hither." He did not want to frighten her, or hurt 
her unnecessarily, but to awaken her conscience. Sin causes 
THIRST. Thirst demands more sin to slake it, and in so 
doing deepens the thirst. Hence the perpetual drawing of 
water from the well of pleasure in the vain attempt to satisfy. 
She evaded the point by turning to religion, and opened 
a discussion as to place, time, method of worship. 

F (vs. 21-24, R.V.). "Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh 
when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem shall ye 
worship the Father-salvation is from the Je\vs-God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship in Spirit and 
Truth :-for such doth the Father seek to be His worshippers." 

F (v. 25). "I know that Messias cometh; when He is 
come, He will declare unto us all things." 

6. A declaration-which aroused expectation. This Prophet
is a Teacher about God. She was awed, convicted, anxious. 
What He had said to her was practically 

None can worship God without the Holy Spirit; 
None can worship God with unconfessed and unforsaken 

sm; 
None can worship God with unforgiven sin. 
The truth is, Jesus knows the sin, discloses the sin, obtains 

confession of the sin, forgives the sin, and then, by the new 
life imparted, sends out the forgiven sinner as a witness and 
an evangelist. 

The woman left her waterpot, and went to the city, and 
said to the men, " Come, see a Man," etc. Confession must 
follow conversion. Unless there is this frank and public 
confession with the lips, there may be grave doubt of the 
thoroughness of the conversion to God. What is the object 
in the salvation of a sinner? Is it only the security and 
safety of the sinner thus saved, with the added happiness, joy 
and sense of rest? Assuredly not. The object also is that 
the Father may have worshippers, and the Son may have 
servants. The Father seeks worshippers. His Heart longs 
for the adoration and worship of His own redeemed creatures. 
Therefore, He seeks such. Then the Son of God seeks 
fellow-workers with Himself in the great work of blessing 
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and saving a lost world. His purpose in our salvation is 
to obtain evangelists, both men and women, to whom He 
can entrust His Gospel. 

There is need for much clear explanation of this, lest 
wrong and selfish motives move people towards Christ. 

The Sinful Woman (St. Luke vii. 36-50). This well-known 
incident presents another phase of our Lord's personal deal
ing with one of the fallen. It seems likely that this woman 
had been one of the crowd listening to the Lord's open 
air preaching that concluded with the words" Come unto Me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." Apparently the Holiness of the Speaker im-, 
pressed her, and convicted her of sin and need, so she 
followed Him into the Pharisee's house to test the truth 
of His words. It may be that for a time she was unobserved, 
as she crouched behind the couch on which the Lord lay, 
washing His Feet with her tears. The wages of sin had only 
brought sorrow and despair into her life. Her soul was 
thirsty, and unlike the Woman of Samaria, she made no at
attem pt to conceal it, either by discussion, or a cloak of 
religion, but knelt there, trusting that the Master's love would 
find some way in which to lift her out of her terrible 
condition. The Lord did not appear to be anxious to help 
her, but let her wait some time; perhaps that this incident 
might serve as an object lesson to those seated at the table. 
Simon, meantime, was in thought disallowing the claims of 
Jesus to be a Prophet, since He allowed such a woman to 
touch Him. Answering his unspoken thoughts, the Lord 
spake the parable of the Two Debtors, to teach what would 
be the result of forgiveness to one so conscious of need, 
as was she whom he despised. The woman had shewed 
her love by washing, kissing, and anointing His Feet, the 
three marks of hospitality which Simon had neglected to 
bestow on the Prophet of Nazareth. Then, turning to her, 
He spoke the words of pardon and deliverance, "Thy sins 
are forgiven thee, thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace.'' 
First pardon, then the proclamation of salvation, then peace 
with power to lead the new life. 

The Woman taken in Adultery (St. John viii. 2-II) It 
is well known that the authenticity of. this passage is 
disputed. One of the most reliable commentators has sug
gested that it is probably a fragment of St. Luke's writing, 
which has found its lvay into St. John's book, and is, there
fore, authentic as far as the facts are concerned. The narra
tive brings out these three facts. First, the treatment of 
a sinner by fellow-sinners; secondly, the treatment of a sin-
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ner by the Law of God ; thirdly, the treatment of a sinner by 
the Saviour. 

First: Treatment by fellow-sinners. No mercy is shewn; 
caught in the very act, there can be no escape for her from 
punishment, provided a judge can be found who will pass the 
sentence. All are eager to establish HER guilt, none are 
eager equally to establish the guilt of her partner in sin. 
Thus, the whole transaction is one-sided. The crowd clamours 
for proper treatment of this poor sinner under the law of the 
country, and for once seeks to make the Galilean Prophet a 
judge. 

Secondly: Treatment by the law. "By the law is the 
knowledge of sin.,, What law ? The religious law of the 
nation as given by God to Israel. Therefore, there is no 
higher court to appeal to. If this law shall condemn, there 
is no hope. " The wages of sin is death." There is no 
escape. Man may condemn. The law may condemn. But 
who will authorize its execution? Lawbreakers must not be 
allowed to execute the sentence of law upon one another. 
Hence the words of Jesus, " He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her." He was without sin. 
He alone could, therefore, cast the stones at her. But 
His Name is JESUS, He shall save. 

Thirdly: Treatment by the Saviour. "Neither do I con
demn thee." There can be no condemnation in the presence 
of Jesus. He has taken the law, and annulled it, in order to 
bring the sinner into the way of life. "Go and sin no more." 
This is not advice, but command. Christ's biddings are 
enablings. With the dismissal from His Presence as her 
Judge is given the deliverance from the power of sinful 
habit and desire. " Sin no more." " Sin shall not have 
dominion over you." If we understand our message 
aright, we shall not stop at the proclamation of pardon 
at Christ's Feet, but also go on to the proclamation 
of power, through the incoming of the Holy Spirit, over 
all the habits of the past life. This is the full and 
glorious Gospel which we have to make known to one 
another ; that we also may be free from the scorn of fellow
sinners; from the law; from the power of sin; from the old 
self-life; and be free to serve Christ. 



CHAPTER X. 

The Master's Servants at Work. 

THE next point for enquiry will be, How did the men who 
had followed the Master attempt the work of soul-winning, 
after the Holy Spirit had fallen upon them? Did they adopt 
His methods? Did they repeat His words? The answer 
will be found in the Book of Acts, where we read how these 
witnesses handled the facts of the Cross and the Resurrection, 
putting the Gospel before Jews and Gentiles. Chapter ii. 
tells of Peter's sermon on the Day of Pentecost, which pro
duced such a wonderful impression. This was the result of 
the Holy Spirit's indwelling of the Apostles; but it will be 
helpful to analyse the sermon, which led thousands to ask, 
" What shall we do ? 11 

It falls into three sections. First: one explanatory of the 
events that happen, the sound as of a rushing, mighty wind, 
the tongues as of fire resting upon the believers, and the 
remarkable effects. The preacher said, " This is that which 
was spoken of by the prophet Joel." It is simply fulfilment 
of Scripture; the invisible Presence of the Almighty Spirit 
of God. 

Secondly: Peter dealt with recent facts in the treatment of 
Jesus of Nazareth, and declared that He was verily the Son 
of God, as proved by His resurrection from the dead, and by 
the fulfilment of many details of Scripture. The Lord was 
the Holy One, therefore death could not hold Him ; He was 
sinless, in spite of all that the authorities may have said. 
Then came the mention of God's overruling grace-" the de
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God,U side by side 
with man's sin-the Crucifixion. Thus the fulness of the 
grace of God was shewn, making that awful sin the occasion 
for manifesting His eternal love and righteousness. 

Thirdly : The ascended Jesus of Nazareth was shewn to 
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be Prince and Saviour, which implied His investiture with 
plenary power in the realms of government and grace. 
Such a strange and solemn declaration struck the hearers 
with conviction and terror. It must have flashed upon them 
that such an One was absolute in His position and power, 
and that they were absolutely helpless; the authority of their 
rulers was gone, arguments and opinions were valueless ; all 
hope was cut off, save in one direction-and that where He 
was, He Whom they had crucified with derision and scorn. It 
must have been a moment of extreme terror, and awful con
viction of sin against God. Many statements about God had 
been made by the preacher. '' God said," " God approved 
Jesus of Nazareth " ; " God did signs and wonders by Him " ; 
God had "foreknowledge"; "God raised from the dead"; 
" God had sworn " · " God exalted Him" · "God made Jesus 

, , 

Lord and Christ." 
What were the results? They heard, they were pricked in 

the heart, they enquired, they obeyed, they gave, they praised. 
The treatment of these enquirers was very significant. 

When they asked, " What shall we do " the reply was
firstly: Repent ; that is, change your attitude towards the 
Lord Jesus : you rejected Him, now accept Him; you killed 
the Prince of Life; now receive life from Him. Second]y, 
prove your genuine repentance by a public act, which 
will commit you before all men as having changed your 
minds, and of intending henceforth to be on His side; 
be baptized in His Name, (Baptism did not then mean 
what it does to-day ; it was at that time the method of 
enrolling under a new Teacher.) In other words, the 
Apostles said-Prove your acceptance of Jesus as Saviour and 
Teacher, by having His Name named over you in this or
dinance, and thus commit yourself definite]y and irrevocably 
to Him. Thirdly, you shall receive the Holy Spirit whereby 
alone you can lead the new life. The central point was the 
surrender of the will, leading to an action. The method 
employed by the Apostles in dealing with the multitude 
points to the way in which we must deal with individuals 
to-day. It is not enough for a person to say he believes; 
there must be surrender of the will by some definite step, 
which will leave no uncertainty. God ratifies such surren
der of will, and thenceforth the Holy Spirit takes posses
sion of the life and heart. " Pricked in the heart." There 
is a similar expression in Acts vii. 54. "Cut to the heart." It 
is as if, in the one case a fatal stab had been inflicted, from 
which the man must die; while in the other thing great pain 
resulted, yet the heart was intact, and therefore the wounds not 
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fatal. Similarly with the Gospel, some suddenly find them
selves fatally wounded by God's truth and doomed to death. 
They cry out for help, for life, for salvation. But the same 
message will make another man angry, he will gnash his teeth, 
and resist the preacher and the truth. A man with a con
science convicted of sin is ripe for judgment; God is not 
bound to give him another opportunity, since he knows 
what course he ought to take. Many men to-day have wil
fully refused allegiance and loyalty to the exalted Christ; 
but there is yet time to retrace their steps. When Saul of 
Tarsus was arrested on the road to Damascus, he was told 
by Ananias to" Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins" (Acts xxii. 16). This meant that he must retrace 
his steps, must have the Name he had blasphemed named 
over him in baptism, and thus get rid of the guilt attach
ing to him as a persecutor "unto the death." It is usual 
now to make out that it is easy to come to Christ, but 
true surrender of will can never be easy and pleasant, 
and God demands that confession be made with the mouth, 
as the proof of faith in a Risen Christ. 

The Lame Man ran at the Gate Beautiful (Acts iii.). Proba
bly this man was hardened in heart, for he must have heard 
much of, if he had not actually witnessed, the healing miracles 
of the Lord in the Temple Courts. To be in the midst of 
blessing, but to remain untouched, shows utter indiffer
ence. When he asked alms of the Apostles, Peter said," In 
the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk," 
thus linking the despised epithet with the two titles, Jesus 
Christ. This would teach the man that he could no longer 
afford to despise One Who had power over death. The 
appeal was to the man's will to act in simple faith. It 
seemed to demand an impossibility, but the moment the 
will is surrendered to God He can accomplish whatever 
He chooses. 

The Household of Cornelius (Acts x). Again, we have the 
same man at work, preaching the Gospel, and leading sinners 
to Christ, but in quite fresh circumstances. This was the 
first mission to the Gentiles, and Peter's reluctance to enter 
upon it may be accounted for by his limited ideas of the 
extent of the Gospel of God's grace. He had not taken 
in the teaching of his Master, 11 The field is the world.» 
The company who sent for him were heathen born, and 
sent to Palestine on garrison duty; they had come in contact 
with the Monotheism of the Jews, and had been so impressed 
with it that Cornelius, if not his friends, had become a 
believer in the one true God, but without any true know-
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ledge of the Son of God. They knew the historical facts 
of the work and life of Jesus of Nazareth, with the tragedy of 
His death, and the alleged wonder of His resurrection. But 
of the spiritual meaning of those facts they had no know
ledge. Starting from what they did know, the Apostle led 
them on to the deeper facts underlying the historical, and 
declared to them the remission of sins through faith in the 
Name of Jesus Christ. Immediately that faith sprang into 
exercise, and Cornelius and his Gentile friends obeyed the 
Holy Spirit by witnessing and confessing Christ with joy and 
exultation. 

There must have been the conscious need of remission of 
sins in those men's hearts; a need met by the Word preached, 
so that sins being forgiven, the peace of joy of God possessed 
them. 

It will be the same to-day if the conditions are similar : 
An audience ready, and waiting to hear. 
A messenger qualified, and sent by the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer preceding his arrival. 
Living faith exercised, as soon as the way of salvation 

through the Man, Christ, Jesus was put forward. 
PhiHp and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts viii.). Here we find 

another soul-winner at work, dealing with the case of an in
telligent reader of the Book of Isaiah, who was unable to 
understand what he read. Philip's method was very simple 
first a question, " U nderstandest thou what thou readest ? " 
Then the explanation of Isaiah liii., that the Sufferer there 
spoken of was the Son of God, known in Jewry as Jesus of 
Nazareth, and that the story of the Cross was given propheti
cally, so that when it came to pass earnest seekers would 
be convinced that the purpose of God had been accom
plished, and that Jesus was the Son of God. A heart seek
ing rest does not cavil, or discuss, but accepts and confesses 
the object of its faith. No doubt the Eunuch was a man 
of considerable importance; he travelled with a retinue, 
before whom he was baptized by Philip when they came to 
'' a certain water" on the road. This proved the surren
der of his will, though the ordinance may have had but 
little meaning for his servants who witnessed it ; but the new 
disciple was thereby definitely committed to the new l\1aster. 

PAUL THE APOSTLE PREACHING AS A PRISONER. 

This great Apostle to the Gentiles was called to preach 
Christ among all classes, and in a variety of circumstances. 
As a prisoner he had opportunities of preaching to the 
highest and the lowest How did he frame his message? 
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How did he approach men when handicapped by chains? 
He dealt with them according to their attitude to the truth 
he had to proclaim, for by some means he must win 
them for Christ if possible. That he might perchance win 
his own freedom did not enter into his calculations. What 
matter though he was a prisoner, lying under a false accu
sation? His business was to preach Christ, and magnify 
Him, whether by life or death, and his position as a prisoner 
would in no way interfere with the working of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Let us look at two scenes in his career, in one of which we 
find him preaching to his jailer, in the other to a king. 

Acts xvi. gives the circumstances of the first incident
the vision of a man of Macedonia-three weeks' work in 
Philippi with apparently little success-Lydia's household 
quietly and blessedly converted-the damsel possessed with 
an unclean spirit delivered. This last meant an interruption 
to business, for" her masters saw the hope of their gains was 
gone," and this was a strong reason for opposition. Then 
came the arrest-the sentence-the scourging-the imprison
ment-the prayer-the praise-the midnight meeting of two, 
joined by THE OTHER according to the promise. "Where two 
or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in 
the midst of them "-the earthquake-the loosing of all the 
prisoners-the consternation of the jailer-the re-assurance 
of Paul that" we are all here "-and the climax in the jailer's 
question, "What must I do to be saved?" 

What led the Roman soldier to put such a question ? Why 
should he ask for salvation? It was quite unaccountable, save 
as the result of a supernatural intervention in answer to the 
prayers of the two men of God. The jailer could not reason 
about it, he only knew that God had spoken to his conscience, 
and that the only men who could give him help were the two 
prisoners he had despised. The question and reply are so 
familiar that we need to note that it was not a mere in
tellectual belief in the Lord Jesus Christ that brought about 
the man's immediate salvation. The next verse states that 
"they spake unto him the Word of the Lord," implying a 
careful teaching concerning the work and the claims of the 
Lord ; and that then faith in Him sprang up in the hearts of 
the hearers. Doubtless, the earthquake had impressed them, 
and they then perceived that the Lord worshipped by these 
Jews was infinitely more powerful than the Roman authori
ties whom they served, or than the heathen gods worshipped 
by the multitudes. What a wonderful night for the jailer. 
So many strange incidents had combined to prepare him 
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to receive the message of forgiveness and mercy from the 
Living God. Then came the usual consequences ; faith 
shewn by works-in his care for the messengers of life, 
followed by confession of Christ in baptism, committing him 
and his household to the service of the Lord ; henceforth 
to walk in " newness of life." 

From this story we see the need of clear explanation of 
the work of Christ, and that we must not stop short with the 
declaration, " Only believe and you shall be saved." The 
phrase is true, in that it shows Christ as the only Way of 
Salvation, but it is not ONLY necessary to believe, but to 
believe FIRST, and then go on to obey. 

The Prisoner before the K£ng (Acts xxvi.). This chapter 
shews us the Apostle brought before King Agrippa to 
make his defence. The indictment appears to have been 
that he taught the resurrection from the dead, and the 
prisoner calls it "the hope of the promise made of God 
unto our fathers,U for he was bent on making a Gospel 
appeal, rather than upon obtaining his freedom by failing 
to be a true witness. The resurrection of Jesus was a 
most awkward fact for Jews to be confronted with, because 
His condemnation and death had been a national act., for 
which all were responsible. And this responsibility was 
pressed home with great force by one who had himself been 
a leader in persecution, but who had been completely con
verted, and so great was the effect of this change that he 
could face death and every other contingency without fear. 

This narrative deary illustrates when it is useful for 
a worker to relate his own experience, namely, when facing 
persons who are in positions similar to that in which he has 
been. Following his own experience, the Apostle told how 
he had sought to carry out faithfully the commission given to 
him to Jews and to Gentiles-and now to the king himself, for 
Paul, the prisoner, pleaded concerning his salvation. Then the 
king burst out with the scornful words which meant, "Do you 
suppose I am to be persuaded into taking a step like that upon 
such little testimony, and that of a manacled prisoner." 
Paul's argument was sufficient for an honest seeker after 
truth, but not for an opponent of God. 

The worker to-day needs to be an example, even as Paul 
was, of what Christ can do for a man who is fully surrendered. 
So may he illustrate the power of the hope in his own life, not 
seeking to save it, but to save the life of another, even at 
the cost of his own. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Diagnosis and Treatment. 

IN medical work the first process is DIAGNOSIS, or close 
examination -into the condition of the patient, his symptoms, 
and their cause. Until the cause is detected, the physician 
cannot prescribe with any degree of certainty of curing the 
disease. 

The great difference between a trained physician and a 
quack is that while the one examines carefully, and prescribes 
from experience, the other guarantees that his patent medi
cine will cure any number of diseases, because it contains 
specifics for certain ills; but the cure is the result of chance, 
and not of skill on the part of the one who prescribes. 

So in the case of Christian workers, there are some who 
have a selection of favourite texts which they quote in a hap
hazard fashion, hoping that one or another will help the 
enquirer; while others, more wise, will ascertain the need of 
the enquirer before attempting to meet it. 

As a specimen of an earnest, but inexperienced worker, try
ing to help a seeker, I quote a specimen such as has been 
.often overheard : "You must believe that the Blood of Jesus 
Christ, God's only Son, cleanseth from all sin. You know 
He said, ' Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast 
out.' Cannot you believe He invites you in the words, 'Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
:give you rest ' ? You are a sinner, and I am sure you feel it, 
and your need of a Saviour. Cannot you believe that 
"Now is the day of salvation '? 'God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.' You see 
you have only to believe. Just kneel down, and say from 
your heart, 'Take me as I am.' Don't you feel better now? 
And has not Jesus given you peace? He says, 'Peace I leave 
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with you, My peace I give unto you.' It is all so simple that 
anyone can understand it-' the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, shall not err therein,' " and so on. 

But just as a skilled physician will put questions to elicit the 
exact condition of his patient, so will a trained worker ; the 
heart is the centre of life, so he will seek to ascertain if it is 
an old heart or a stony heart ; does it need renewal, or to be 
cleansed from sin ? Then comes the question of diet. 
What has the soul been feeding upon ? Upon the specula
tions, sophistries, philosophies of the day, on the garbage of 
impure literature, or on literature of mere passing interest 
with nothing really life-giving? Have doubts, denials, and 
current opinions been substituted for the pure Word of God.• 

To open up conversation it may be well to ask such ques
tions as, " What has brought you here for a talk ? How 
can I help you? What is troubling you? Do you know 
anything about the forgiveness of sins ? Has anything you 
have heard lately aroused your interest?" 

If the conversation follows an address, try to follow up 
its closing appeal, and then get at the attitude of the will 
towards the Lord Jesus, and towards God's revelation in. 
His written Word. Deal tenderly, yet pointedly, with the 
question of sin, does it weigh upon the conscience, and is 
there a desire of deliverance ? Beware of leading a person 
into peace too quickly, for unless there is deep conviction of 
sin there is not likely to be true and permanent conversion. 
Never tell a person he is saved, for that is the special work 
of the Holy Spirit. The crucial point is the surrender of the 
will to God, to do whatever He may direct. 

Probably, the answers to the opening questions will be· 
vague, such as :-" I want to be saved,1' or, cc I want to become 
a Christian,ii or, cc I don't feel quite right," or, cc I think I 
ought to turn." None of these replies give very definite 
statements, or show deep consciousness of sin. Therefore

,.

the first thing is to seek conviction of sin, for the Gospel 
is primarily designed to deliver men from its power and 
penalty, and to bring them into communion with God. Sin 
is a disease, active in principle, permeating the whole being, 
hideous as leprosy, abominable and irremediable, which 
must be attacked at the root. The restlessness of soul, the 
craving for excitement, love of the world, and reluctance to 
come to Christ, are the effect of sin dwelling in the heart. 

See Jeremiah xvii. 9. cc The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked." 

Matthew xv. 19. cc O�t of the heart proceed evil thoughts,. 

• This subject is discussed more fully in Chapter xii.
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murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas
phemies ; these are the things which defile a man." 

When did sin begin ? 
Psalm li. 5. "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin 

did my mother conceive me." 
Romans viii. 7. " The carnal mind is enmity against God; 

for it is not subject to the Law of God, neither, indeed, 
can be." 

The seat of sin is the heart, hence the injunction:
Proverbs iv. 23. "Keep thy heart with all diligence, for 

out of it are the issues of life." 
What is needed ? A change of heart. 
Psalm li. 10. " Create in me a clean heart, 0 God." 
Throughout Scripture, disease and sickness are typical of 

sin in all its workings; so the healing of sickness by the Lord 
during His earthly lifetime is equally typical of the work of 
salvation and healing of the soul. A study of the miracles of 
healing is full of rich instruction for the Christian worker, 
for he is often called to deal with troubled Christians, as 
well as with the unconverted. How many Christians there 
are who are burdened with" besetting sins," and habits which 
they cannot overcome, so that they are needing healing from 
the Great Physician. How many Christians are blind to their 
own faults, unconscious of their mistakes, deaf to the Voice 
of the Spirit, dumb and silent when they ought to be 
speaking? 

The Gospels record sixteen cases of sickness healed by the 
Lord, some of which we will look into, namely :-* 

FEVER:' Which may be regarded as symbolical of restless
ness, temper, longing for excitement. 

LEPROSY : Of the corruption of sin, immorality, passion. 
PALSY : Of the inability and unconsciousness of sin, to be 

known by such words as "I do not feel any peace, or joy, or 
desire towards God." 

LAMENESS : Of inability to follow Christ, the backsliding 
of sin, detected by such words as, "I have tried to follow 
Christ, and I cannot." 

BLINDNESS : Of the ignorance of sin, when a person does 
not know where he is going, or what his surroundings are. "I 
cannot see," is the expression of this trouble. 

DUMBNESS : Of silence towards God ; no delight in prayer. 
WITHERED HAND : Of the powerlessness of sin. How 
• Some of this ground is gone over in a book by the same author-Four

Portraits of the lord Jesus; but it seemed necessary to include it in this 
description of personal work ; hence the repetition. 

7 
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frequent is the expression, " I cannot," " I am not able.'' 
Something has happened whereby the will power has been 
paralyzed. 

SPINAL TROUBLE: Of the numbing effect of sin. 
Let us now see how the Lord treated these cases. Fever 

He cured by a touch and a word ; see Mark i. 31, and John 
iv. 5 3. In both cases the cure was instantaneous ; in the first
mentioned He touched the fevered hand ; in the other He
was some miles away, but He spake the words," Thy son
liveth.11 So to-day from the throne of God Christ can heal
fevered restless hearts, if only they will confess their helpless
ness, and claim deliverance. I remember the case of a man
who told me he had an uncontrollable temper, though he had
been a Christian for ten years, and also a great Bible student.
I told him the way of deliverance, and added, that as his
attitude towards his fellow Christians had been wrong, he
should seek deliverance in their presence. At a service
when an appeal was made afterwards to Christians in
difficulty, to come to the front to seek deliverance, he was the
first to come forward, and was followed by a large number.
He began by asking for grace to overcome his temper. I
checked him, saying, " Have you not prayed for grace for ten
years ? '' "Yes, I have," he replied. " But it is not grace you
need, but that the Lord should remove that temper by an
instantaneous act ; ask Him to do so.11 He did, believing as
he asked that the Lord would grant his request, and gave
thanks in that belief. Immediately, his whole soul was
suffused by the joy and glory of God. He knew that he had
been delivered, that the fever had left him, and he began at
once to help others.

LEPROSY. How many are under the power of some evil 
habit, and wonder how they can be helped. The two nar
ratives in Matthew viii. 2-5, and Luke xvii. 12-19, illustrate 
this. In the first the man presented himself to the Lord, and 
prayed," Lord, if thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." In 
the second case, ten men at a distance cried out in their need, 
and were ordered by the Lord to go and shew themselves to 
the Priest; and as they went they were cleansed. In the first 
case the suppliant appealed to the Will of Christ, a never fail
ing plea. In the second, the Lord appealed to the wilt of the 
men. The Lord shewed His Will by immediately touching the 
leper and healing him. The ten lepers shewed their surrender 
of will in going as He bid them, and they received immediate 
healing. What is the lesson ? First, if assured of the WILL 
of Christ to heal, assert it, until the enquirer has gained confi
dence in the Will and Power of the Lord. Next assure him 
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of the Lord's POWER to heal; then test the enquirer's will on 
some point of obedience to Christ, and the healing will follow. 

A young man, full of anxiety, once sought my help. He 
told me his story. He was a Christian, a member of the 
.,_{.M.C.A., a Sunday-school teacher, but, said he, "I have not 
victory over sins." "Over what sins?" "I am not leading 
a satisfactory Christian life, and have not victory over my 
sins." "Over WHAT sins?" He looked hard at me, and I 
said, "My dear fellow, don't trifle with this matter by vague 
words. Get down upon your knees, and say right out to the 
Lord what these sins are. Call them by their right names ; 
tell Him definitely what you want. If you are a leper, tell Him 
so honestly and frankly, and claim from Him the deliverance 
He will give you just as freely and quickly as that He gave to 
the leper in the Gospel story.>' He trembled from head to foot, 
unwilling to confess the things that were as a cancer eating out 
his hope and spiritual life. But presently he dropped on his 
knees, and with tears sobbed out the sad list of sins that 
mastered him, and claimed that he should be cleansed from 
them all there and then. The Lord saw his faith, and gave 
him the much needed deliverance. His career as a student 
had been imperilled, but he rapidly regained the lost ground, 
and passed successfully the law examinations in which he had 
failed three times previously. If a man is honestly seeking 
the Face of the Lord, there must be no attempted veiling of 
the actual condition of sin. Before Him all must be laid bare 
by the surrendered will of the seeker, either alone or in the 
presence of the servant of the Lord seeking to help him to 
receive salvation. 

PALSY or PARALYSIS. This disease is one that renders the 
sufferer useless, and takes away the sensation of "feeling." 
Sufferers from it are unable to defend themselves, or to help 
themselves; often they cannot speak distinctly, and need to 
be carried from place to place. Sin is an awful paralysis. 
How helpless are many with their " I cannot." How did the 
Lord deal with this physical trouble? Two cases are recorded, 
the one in Matthew viii. 5-10, where the servant of the Roman 
centurion was afflicted, and the Lord was asked to speak the 
word only and the servant would be healed. So strong was 
the faith of the centurion, that he said, " I am not worthy that 
Thou shouldest come under my roof." He knew the Power 
was Divine. He recognized the wondrous fact of His Divine 
Sonship. 

The second case is Mark ii. I -12. The palsied man was 
brought by four friends. He would never have come; he was 
not able to do so, but his friends were persistent against diffi-
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culties, and when they were unable to get their helpless friend 
to Christ in the regular way, they got him there by an t'rregular 
way, namely-by tearing off the roof. In some cases perse
verance alone will win the day. Seeing this man laid before 
Him in the presence of a great crowd of people, many of 
whom were antagonistic, the Lord went to the root of the 
matter at once, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." It was a 
startling statement, and immediately drew forth the enquiry 
in the minds of the Scribes," Who can forgive sins but God 
only?" It was a Divine assertion : was it true ? Could He 
forgive ? Could He prove He forgives? Can the man him
self know he is forgiven ? There he lies, past feeling, and 
how can he know? He has not prayed, he has not asked, he 
has not sought. No, but when Jesus saw THEIR faith-that 
is, the faith of his friends who had brought him so far-He 
said these words. In cases of spiritual paralysis there will be 
needed the faith of others to which the Lord can, and will 
respond. Herein lies the value of united prayer about certain 
phases of spiritual need. It is not always enough that persons 
should hear the Gosp�l, however clearly put before them : some 
cannot receive. The Lord is pleased to associate workers 
with Himself in His work of salvation, if they will give time 
and attention and prayer to such as are helpless. The need 
for more prayer for individuals, more believing prayer, seems 
to be the great lesson here. After the words, " Thy sins are 
forgiven thee,"· the Lord added, "But that ye may know that 
the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (He saith 
unto the sick of the palsy), Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thy house. And immediately he arose, took 
up the bed, and went forth." There was considerable diffi
culty in getting this man into the meeting, but there was no 
difficulty in letting him out, for he was one whom that critical 
audience did not want. POWER must follow PARDON. Par
don without power is no pardon from Him. If He forgives, 
He em powers for the ne� life. 

How shall we diagnose a paralytic spiritually? By the 
words, " I once could, but I cannot now." Something has 
happened that has cut or withered the nerve of that person, 
rendering him powerless to think, pray, or act for himself. 
He must be helped by another. The following illustration 
will help to make this clear. 

At a convention, I had by request given an address on this 
subject-Diagnosis and Treatment. The result was that some 
fifty or more sought for personal help. One afternoon, three 
fellows, lying on the grass talking, hailed me, and one of them 
said, "Can you help me?" "What is the matter with you?" 
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I asked. " I don't quite know." " Then tell me your story," 
I said. 

"I was converted when I was a boy, and was a very 
earnest Christian, loving my Bible and prayer, and a regular 
attendant at all the meetings of our church. l\1y friends 
said they were sure I should be a minister. I got on very 
well till I went to college, and there my professors under
mined my faith, till I gave up reading my Bible and prayer. 
For twelve months now I have lost all interest and all feel
ing or desire for spiritual things, and here I am with every
thing gone. What is the matter with me ? " (Much more 
was said than I have here recorded, but this is enough for the 
illustration.) 

I said to him, " I think yours is a case of paralysis. You 
have lost all feeling and all power to believe and pray or love
God." "That is just so, and how can I get it back? 

,, 
" Yon 

cannot; others must help you. We must take you to the 
Lord, the Healer, put your case before Him, and claim His 
intervention." Then I said to the two men by him, "Are 
you Christian men ? " " Yes, we are." " Can you pray ? " 
'' Yes, we can." " Will you two unite with me in taking this 
man to Jesus, laying him at His Feet, and believing that the
Lord will heal him here and now ? 

,, 
After a little further 

explanation they agreed to do so intelligently. Then we read 
together the story in Mark ii. of the paralyzed man taken to 
Jesus, and when we had reached the point where He said, "Son, 
thy sins are forgiven thee," I remarked, "We must now ask the
Lord to forgive this man's sins." " What sins ? 

,, 
he asked. 

" Did you, when you were aware of the encroachments being 
made upon your faith and love, ever pray about it, and ask 
the Lord to keep your mind unshaken, your faith stedfast, 
and your heart true ? 

,
, " No, I never thought of doing do." 

"Those are the sins for which we want His forgiveness; for 
you have ignored Him as your Lord, you have allowed 
other people's opinions to come in and drive out His Word 
and Will ; you have very grievously sinned against Him, and 
we must seek His gracious pardon." " But I cannot pray.,, 
" You have not got to ; that is our business." " But I don't 
believe anything." " Never mind ; do we not read, ' He saw 
THEIR faith, He said to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins are 
forgiven thee '? We have to exercise faith on your behalf, 
and you only have to listen and wait till He shall speak from 
Heaven to your paralysed heart and soul." So we knelt in 
prayer, we three, going over the details of the case before us, 
and comparing it with the narrative in the Gospel of 1\1:ark. 
After we had each prayed I again put the whole matter 
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before the Lord, and claimed the repetition of His old blessed 
work, and as I finished the young man just shouted "Amen"
as loud as he could. " Is that prayer answered ? 

,, 
I asked. 

" \Vhy, yes, of course it is ; He has forgiven me ; He has 
restored my peace and rest; I trust Him; He is my Saviour." 
His face shone, his lips were no longer paralyzed. "Now," 
I said, '" Rise and walk,' which means, take up the mattress of 
doubts, unbelief, and denials, on which you have been lying, 
fling them over your shoulder, and go back to college strong 
in His might, Who has recovered you from the power of 
paralysis." He gave thanks to the Lord, and we glorified 
God. 

Here is another illustration of this point of power being the 
proof of pardon :-

" It was early on Sunday morning, when I was roused 
by a man wanting an interview, being in distress of soul. 
Hastily dressing, I went out to him, and we stood talking in 
the delicious early morning air of a typical Tasmanian spring 
day. 

"My name is W. F., and I have had a dreadful night. I 
made up my mind I would come and see you first thing this 
morning. I want to be saved properly. I am just going 
down fast under the drink. I came out from the old country 
some years ago, having had a good education, but I began 
then to give way, and here I am no better." 

" What made you come to me? " 
" I heard you preaching in the open air last night, and I 

stopped to listen, and something you said made me feel there 
might be hope for me. I want to know how to get deliverance 
from this habit of sin that so completely masters me." 

Then there followed a long conversation about his past 
liistory, where he lived, what he was doing for a living, and a 
variety of details leading up to the previous night, when he 
bad been drinking, the effects of which were only too visible. 
In fact, he was not then, strictly speaking, sober, but his mind 
was clear enough to understand the truth. He was 
thoroughly awakened, and sincerely anxious. What he felt 
he needed, and what I saw he needed, was a Gospel, not 
of pardon so much as of POWER OVER SIN.

So our talk came round somehow to the story of how the 
Lord Jesus healed the paralysed man, to whom He first said, 
"Son, thy sins are forgiven thee." 

The Lord, knowing the whole story of sin and suffering, 
went to the root of the trouble first, which was the sin in 
the heart. Soon W. F. saw the need of power from God, 
and then he began to ask for and receive the pardon of all his 
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past life up to that Sunday morning hour, trusting to 
Christ Jesus to see and carry through what He had offered 
to do. 

"But how shall I know that I am truly and really forgiven? 
What will be the result?" 

" The very thing you most long for, namely, power over the 
drink craze. Let us continue the story. 

"Jesus said, But that ye may know that the Son of Man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins, I say unto the sick of 
palsy, Arise, and take up thy bed and go thy way into thine 
house. 

"To carry what had carried him, to master what had 
mastered him, was to be the proof of the genuineness of His 
pardoning, after the man had accepted the forgiveness of sins. 
Immediately the man took up his mattress, and throwing 
it over his shoulder, walked straight home. This was 
POWER accompanying PARDON.

"This is the sort of treatment you need, W. F., just to be 
enabled to put your foot down and crush the foul thing that 
has half crushed you already. Your own efforts are of no 
avail, your best intentions go down before the strong and 
fascinating temptation that confronts you, and you find they 
are no good. You mean well, but you do badly, and you 
can't help it one little bit. The question is, ls the Lord Jesus 
as competent, as able, as willing to save a man like you from 
the drink habit, as to save that man from paralysis? If so, 
will you let Him ? Do you agree that He shall, and do you 
expect Him to deal with you at once, as you stand here this 
Sunday morning?" 

After some little time of thinking, it all seemed clear to 
him, and there and then he told the Lord he trusted Him to 
do all this, he expected it, he accepted it. It just had to be, 
and he gave up himself fully and unreservedly to the incoming 
of the new power that should expel and repel the old temp
tation. 

" And," said I, "you'll know, and we shall know, that you 
have been fully forgiven, by seeing you saved completely from 
the love and power of the old enemy. 

"But, W.F., mark my words. You will have a bright and 
happy Sunday, full of a new-found peace and joy. You will 
be thrown amongst new friends, who will give you a warm 
welcome, a hearty hand-shake, and at once treat you as one 
of themselves, and you will feel you are a new man. 

" But by six o'clock to-morrow evening the effects of the 
drink will be out of you, and you will go down, down. A fit 
of the 'blues ' will be on you, and then will come the strong 
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temptation to go back to the old thing. You will begin to 
think, ' vVhat a fool I made of myself yesterday, and what a 
fool they've made of me. It's all rot, there's nothing in it; I 
am no different. I am no better; nothing has really hap
pened. I am as far off as ever.' 

" Now will come the first real bit of fight. You have got to 
keep telling the Lord this: 'Lord, I'm in the blues, and I 
can't help it ; but I'm not going to mind. Thou art all right, 
and I am Thine, and I look to Thee to drive the blues away, 
for I cannot do it myself. I gave myself to Thee yesterday 
with my full will and heart, and I haven't changed, so please 
look to the blues, and look to me, for I am trusting Thee all 
the time.' 

"You haven't got to help the Lord to do His own work, 
but you have just not to hinder Him by not believing He will. 
Be sure you come and see me at seven-thirty to-morrow even
ing; it will be our prayer-meeting night." 

And so it happened, after a delightful Sunday, Monday 
evening arrived, and about six o'clock came the woeful 
"blues." At seven-thirty he made his way down to the week
night prayer meeting. There, surrounded by Christian 
friends, some of whom had gone through the same experience 
before, he simply trusted Him Who had pardoned to em
power ; AND HE DID. 

LAMENESS. This is the helplessness of sin, so that a man 
cannot follow Christ. The story of the impotent man in the 
porches of the Pool of Bethesda is the illustration of healing 
of this class of sufferer (John v. 1-9). The Lord came seeking 
this man as He walked through Jerusalem, for a lame man 
can never seek Jesus. Bethesda means" house of mercy," a 
fitting place for such an interview. Every place of worship 
ought to be a Bethesda, with a Pool in it. There were five 
porches full of sick folk, and only one at a time could get any 
benefit. The Lord made His way thither during His walk 
through Jerusalem, and, finding this man lying there in his 
utter helplessness, saia to him, "Wilt thou," or dost thou will, 
'1 be made whole?" He appealed to the man's will, not to 
his feelings, or experience, or resolution, or desire. But the 
answer He received was typical of tens of thousands of simi
lar answers to a similar question. He said, "Sir, I have no 
one, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool, but 
while I am coming another steppeth down before me." Like 
multitudes to-day, he was waiting for some revival movement 
to take place before he should try and stir. But when this 
came he found himself powerless to stir. He wanted to dis
cuss the matter with the Lord, to tell his unfortunate expe-
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riences, his helpless position, and therefore he did not answer 
the question by a straight yes or no. This attitude is a 
common one. Dost thou wlll is the supreme question of the 
Life-Giver. It is HIS WILL to get followers. Is it our WILL 
to become followers? The prevarication in the answer is 
phrased to-day by "I have tried this, I have tried that, and it 
is no good. It may do very well for some people. No one 
seems to understand my case. I have no one to help me
while I am coming." Yes, and how far had the poor fellow 
got ? A lame man cannot come at all. It is no use saying 
" Come" to a lame man. Jesus stood by this man with His 
strenuous, commanding, earnest " Rise and walk." He would 
not waste time in discussing past circumstances, but must 
have immediate action. He Whose Eye could pierce and 
penetrate to the innermost core of the man's being, gave the 
command, and with the command He gave the enabling, and 
the man sprang to his feet. The first movement of faith still 
enables for the first movement of obedience, and the cure is 
completed. 

Amongst the most remarkable scenes I have ever witnessed 
was one in East London during the visit of those beloved and 
honoured men of God, Moody and Sankey, in the years 1883-
84- The hall was pitched in the centre of the dense working
population of that quarter, where men by the hundred
thousand work and live in workshops and factories. One
Monday evening had been reserved for an address to
atheists, sceptics, and freethinkers of all shades. At that time
Charles Bradlaugh, the champion of atheism, was at his
zenith, and hearing of this meeting he ordered all the clubs he
had formed to close for the evening, and all the mem hers
to go and take possession of the hall. They did so, and
5,000 men marched in from all directions, and occupied every
seat. The platform was occupied by the clergy and workers.
The service commenced earlier than usual, after the prelimi
nary singing. Mr. Moody asked the men to choose their
favourite hymns, which suggestion raised many a laugh, for
atheists have no song or hymn. The meeting got well
under weigh. Mr. Moody spoke from "Their rock is not our
rock, our enemies themselves being the judges." He poured
in a broadside of telling, touching incidents from his own ex
perience of the deathbeds of Christians and atheists, and let
the men be the judges as to who had the best foundation, on
which to rest faith and hope. Reluctant tears were wrung
from many an eye. The great mass of men, with the darkest,
most determined defiance to God stamped upon their counte
nances, faced this running fire attacking them in their most
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vulnerable points, namely, their hearts and homes, but when 
the sermon was ended one felt inclined to think nothing had 
been accomplished; for 1t had not appealed to their intellects, 
or reasoning faculties, had convinced them of nothing. At the 
close, Mr. Moody said, "We will rise and sing, 'Only trust 
Him,' and while we do so, will the ushers open all the doors, 
so that any man who wants to leave can do so, and 
after that we will have the usual enquiry meeting for those 
who desire to be led to the Saviour." I thought all would 
stampede, and we should only have an empty hall. But 
instead, the great mass of five thousand men, rose, sang, and 
sat down again, not one man vacating his seat. What next? 
Mr. Moody then said, " I will explain four words-receive, 
believe, trust, take, HIM." A broad grin pervaded all that 
sea of faces. After a few words upon receive, he made the 
appeal, " \1/ho will receive Him ? Just say, ' I WILL.' " From 
the men standing round the edge of the hall came some fifty 
responses, but not one from the mass seated before him. 
One man growled, "I can't," to which Mr. Moody replied, 
" You have spoken the truth, my man ; glad you spoke. 
Listen, and you will be able to say,' I can,' before we are 
through." Then he explained the word Believe, and made 
his second appeal, "Who will say 'I will believe HIM? ''' 
Again, some responded from the fringe of the crowd, till one 
big fellow, a leading club man, shouted out, " I WON'T." 
Dear Mr. Moody, overcome with tenderness and compassion, 
burst into broken, tearful words, half sobs," It is' I will,' or' I 
won't ' for every man in this hall to-night." Then he suddenly 
turned the whole attention of the meeting to the story of the 
Prodigal Son, saying, "The battle is on the will, and only 
there. When the young man said,' I WILL arise,' the battle 
was won, for he had yielded his will, and on that point all 
hangs to-night. Men, you have your champion there in the 
middle of the hall, the man who said 'I won't.' I want every 
man here who believes that man is right to follow him, 
and to rise and say, ' I WON'T."' There was perfect silence and 
stillness, all held their breath, till as no man rose, Moody 
burst out," Thank God, no man says I won't. Now, who'll 
say ' I WILL."' In an instant the Holy Spirit seemed to have 
broken loose upon that great crowd of enemies of Jesus Christ, 
and five hundred men sprang to their feet, their faces raining 
down with tears, shouting, " I WILL, I WILL," till the whole 
atmosphere was changed, and the battle was won. Quickly the 
meeting was closed, that personal work might begin, and from 
that night till the end of the week nearly two thousand men 
were swung out from the ranks of the foe into the army of the 
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Lord, by the surrender of their will. They heard His "RISE 
and WALK," and they followed Him. The permanency of that 
work was well attested for years to come, and the clubs never 
recovered their footing. God swept them away in His mercy 
and might by His Gospel. 

BLINDNESS. The four cases of the Lord opening the eyes 
of the blind form a very remarkable group, of four distinct 
methods of imparting blessing. Blindness suggests the 
ignorance of sin, with the consequent helplessness arising out 
of ignorance in avoiding danger. A blind man does not 
know where he is going, with whom h'e is coming in contact, 
what dangers lurk in the way, what to avoid, or the contrary, 
and if the blind leader of the blind be also blind, he is 
among the most helpless, though among the most active, 
always using his judgment without having any information to 
guide it aright. To men spiritually and morally blind, the 
Lord said," Ye say, We see ; therefore your sin remaineth." 
A man who thinks he sees will never seek for the opening of 
his eyes. Hence so many are blind to-day with all the 
appearance of sight. 

The above four cases represent (r) Seekers and enquirers. 
(2) Those whose INTERESTED FRIENDS bring them to the
Lord for healing. (3) Those suddenly aroused by the Voice
of the Spirit of God. (4) Such as neither seek, nor are
brought, nor are aroused, but on whom the love of God
descends, calling them without their first calling on Him, "I
cannot see," always indicates blindness. The moment a
worker received that answer he should stop talking about the
Gospel, should tell his friend that he is obviously blind, and
offer to lead him to Christ, Who alone can open his eyes.
This may cause surprise, if not resentment, because it is
most humiliating to be told you do not see, but let us first
study these four cases, and then apply their lessons. I.

Matthew ix. 27-3r. Two blind men followed Jesus, saying,
"Thou Son of David, have mercy upon us." They followed
Him into the house. Why ? They had a glimmer of belief
that the Preacher was the predicted Messiah. They were
probably regular Synagogue attendants, familiar with the
Scriptures, as they ,vere read every Sabbath day. How did
He treat them? He responded to their prayer for mercy
with the question, "Believe ye that I am able to do this?"
They had believed in His Will; now comes the question, do
they believe in His Power ? It is the exact reverse of the
story of the leper, who doubted the Will, but believed in the
Power. They replied immediately, " Yes, Lord.>' Then He
touched their eyes saying, "According to your faith be it
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unto you,U and their eyes were opened. A new world burst 
upon them. Observe the question and the response of faith, 
which brought immediate blessing. 

2. In Mark viii. 22-26, there is the account of how friends
brought one who was blind to Jesus, and asked Him to give 
him his sight. The man himself may not have had the same 
keenness as his friends had. As a rule blind men must always 
be brought by someone else who knows the way. Jesus took 
the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town. He 
separated him from his friends. (This is a very important hint 
to workers, not to begin conversation with a person in the 
presence of friends, unless it is quite manifest that such an 
one wishes it. The more private the interview the more easy 
to get into close touch, as a rule.) Then, alone with the man, 
He twice touched his eyes, giving him complete sight. This 
is the only case recorded where the cure demanded a double 
touch, and the reason for it has often been asked, but it is 
not easy to answer. Possibly, it may have been to teach the 
Lord's followers to be patient, and to repeat the message till 
the eyes are fully opened. Some see things out of all propor
tion, and mistake little things for big. For instance, how 
very big to some eyes are the faults of other people, and how 
big, too, are their own difficulties. How many a young man 
has been hindered by having his personal matters discussed 
with an over-anxious mother in his own presence. 

3. Mark x. 45-52. Blind Bartimeus was a beggar in
Jericho, whose whole life was one of hopeless darkness. 
Suddenly, aroused by the noise of the passing throng, and 
asking who it was causing the excitement, he awoke to the 
possibility of getting the priceless boon of sight, and began
his shrill cry, " Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

,, 
He 

represents a class of people who are suddenly awakened to 
anxiety and desire, and make known their anxiety. This 
man's cry was genuine, and his faith was active, but 
OBEDIENCE must be tested. Two disciples were sent to fetch 
him to the Lord, and, the narrator adds, " He, casting away 
his garment, rose and came to Jesus." This seems a little 
unnecessary detail, but it is not. Many a man needing the 
blessing of eyesight clings to some old habit, which, unless 
thrown away, will hinder all progress towards Christ. 

4 John ix. This chapter contains the story of the heal
ing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam. None of the 
features in the previous cases are present here. The man did 
not seek Christ ; no friends were interested ; neither did he 
know of the proximity of the Lord. Jesus saw him, called 
him, anointed his eyes with clay, and said, "Go, wash in the 
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Pool of Siloam." Much has been said in the way of explain
ing the use of the clay. vVas it to shut out all idea of 
imaginary light or power of sight? Yet the man was born 
blind. Was it to indicate that the case was known to Him as 
perfectly hopeless, and He thus identified Himself with the 
man's need by a definite act? Whatever was the significance, 
the Lord thereby gave the man an object in going to the 
pool. He touched his will, tested his obedience, secured his 
confidence, and was able to work His own gracious purpose. 
The condition of obedience being thus fulfilled, Christ imme
diately imparted the blessing. It was an act of sovereign 
grace bestowed on the blind man in response to his willing
ness to trust and obey. As a result the man became a 
splendid witness, and was able to hold· his own against the 
Pharisees and enemies, who vainly tried to shake his faith in 
the power and divinity of Christ. 

DUMBNESS. This is a difficult matter to deal with. In 
certain cases there must be the surrender of the lips as the 
test of faith. "If thou shalt confess with thy month the Lord 
] esus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Romans x. 9). Re
luctance must be overcome, and this is the Holy Spirit's own 
declaration on this matter. When the will is made up He 
will touch the tongue, and the lips will open in simple confes
sion. In many cases the joy in Christ, and the power to serve 
Him and walk uprightly, have been lost through sealed lips. 
When these are opened in obedience, the full life will flow 
through again, and all will be well. 

There is on record the case where the dumbness was pro
duced by demoniacal possession. In that case the Lord 
cast out the evil spirit, and the dumb man "spake plain." 
Satan undoubtedly holds some men in his possession in a 
similar way to-day, and the same deliverance will be needed, 
and can be obtained, in answer to prayer, pleading the Blood 
of Christ to cleanse and deliver. 

WITHERED HAND. This case of healing has a measure ot 
importance, as being narrated in three Gospels, namely, 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke. It also seems to have led up to 
the beginning of the storm of opposition that culminated in 
the arrest and Crucifixion. The miracle was wrought on the 
Sabbath in the Synagogue, as was also that of the cure of 
SPINAL trouble, or spirit of infirmity, in Luke xiii. The two 
may be studied together, as presenting certain similar features 
of treatment. The one represents inability for doing, the " I 
cannot" person, who once could, but upon whom has fallen 
some calamity which has made him ineffective as a worker 
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TlJe other case, that of the poor woman whose spine was so 
terribly_ curved, she could in no wise lift herself up, represents 
the condition of a soul which is utterly depressed. "This one 
whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years " is the 
Lord,s description of her case. Are there not around us a 
number of people suffering from chronic despair and depres
sion, who frequent their places of worship regularly, always 
hoping for some word which shall set them free, but never 
getting it? Great sympathy must be shewn to such, but also 
very firm treatment. In both these cases the Lord com
manded the sufferer to come up to the platform from which 
He was speaking. The man was bidden to " stand forth in 
the midst." 

The woman was probably called down from the gallery 
at the rear of the synagogue, and bidden to come to 
the Lord. It was a striking and startling innovation, and 
naturally aroused intense indignation among the conser
vative audience, and crowd of worshippers. It was altogether 
unauthorized, and without precedent. But Christ, the Son of 
God, was not hampered by rules or precedents. In the first 
case He commanded the man to do the impossible. "Stretch 
forth thy hand." The "bidding" was "enabling "; he believed, 
obeyed, and instantaneously the power was given, and the
hand was well. The person who says "I can't

,
, must say 

" I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me," 
and the momentary willingness to obey is immediately fol
lowed by the power to obey. The coming up to the front, 
however, was the first test of surrendered will. So to-day, if 
persons are willing to leave their seats, or stand up as 
directed, to prove surrender of will, the Lord is able to give 
deliverance at once. The same result followed in the case of 
the woman with the curved spine. She came to the front 
before all the Synagogue, He laid His Hands on her, and said, 
"Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity/' and imme
diately she lifted herself up, and glorified God. 

These cases are an argument in favour of the method 
of calling for a confession of need by an act of stepping forth, 
however unpleasant it may be both to the persons in trouble, 
and to the congregation. For the former it is a most 
humiliating and sometimes painful ordeal, but if Satanic 
power is holding anyone down, the deliverance must come by 
an act of committal to Christ, the Conqueror of Satan ; and 
the Holy Spirit is there to ratify that act, and impart the 
blessing claimed. Great numbers of church attendants to-day 
strongly object to any interruption to the regular service, and 
any innovation, but God is Sovereign, and will not permit 
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human rules to thwart His methods of blessing. The state 
of the woman suggests the condition of many who are NOT

UPRIGHT in daily life. This must be publicly owned, inas
much as the fact is publicly known. How many have tried 
again and again to put themselves right, but without any 
avail. A stronger power than their own holds them down, 
and only Divine power can release. Then so great is the 
emancipation that with a loud voice they will glorify God, 
though they may surprise and displease those who attend as 
a matter of habit, but who care nothing for the praises of 
delivered souls. 

In conclusion, it is interesting to group together the seven 
miracles of healing wrought on the Sabbath day. Three 
took place in the Synagogue,-namely, the demoniac deliv
ered, and the curing of the spinal trouble, and the withered 
hand (Mark i.). 

Two were in the open air, namely, those of the lame man at 
the Pool of Bethesda, and the blind man sent to the Pool of 
Siloam. 

Two were in the home, the healing of the fever and dropsy. 
They seem to suggest to the observant worker what sort of 
difficulties he will probably meet in his work. In places of wor
ship he will come across those who are held by Satanic power, 
notwithstanding outward conformity to the methods of wor
ship; those who are in chronic distress, and the" unable" ones. 
In the OPEN AIR work he will find chiefly blind and lame folk, 
those who cannot see Christ for themselves, or their danger, to
gether with many who will say, " I did try and follow Christ 
once, but cannot do it now." Then in the homes, when 
visiting, he will find those afflicted with temper, restlessness, 
and lack of love, and here he will remember his Lord's 
ministry, and seek to follow in His footsteps as guided by the 
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. 

" He that believeth on Me, the works that I do, shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go 
unto the Father" (St. John xiv. I 2 ). 



CHAPTER XI I. 

Hearing and Asking Them Questions. 

'' THE preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of 
the tongue, is from the Lord ,, (Proverbs xvi. I). 

Many workers find some difficulty in knowing how to begin 
a conversation. It is not always wise to commence with 
such a question as, " Are you a Christian ? ,, " Is your soul 
saved ? ,, " Have you found the Lord ? " : such a method is 
somewhat crude and abrupt

, 
and may have the effect of 

repelling the enquirer. Among the replies to pointed ques
tions as to the safety of the soul, the following will probably 
be frequent :-

I. I hope I am saved : I am doing the best I can. What
more can I do ? "

Instead of at once attempting to show that the hope is 
vain, and that nothing has to be done for salvation, it may be 
well to ask such questions as these:-

How long have you been hoping to be saved ? 
What first aroused your mind as to the necessity of being 

saved? 
When did you begin to do your best? 
How have you been getting on ? 
Are you satisfied with yourself? 
How many sins have you overcome? 
Who told you to do your best? 
Have you any text that enjoins it? 
When will you have attained to the standard of holiness 

God requires ? 
Do you know what God requires ? 
God requires a perfect likeness to Jesus, His beloved Son. 

Here is the description of Him : He was " Holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners" (Hebrews vii. 26). Are you 
like Him? 
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The enquirer may reply, " But I am not worse than most, 
and I am better than many." "But you admit that you owe 
a great deal to God, that you are unable to pay, that a debt 
of sin has been contracted ? 

,, 
"Yes." 

With this admission turn to Luke vii. 41-42, and explain 
the parable of the Two Debtors. Let the five-hundred-pence 
debtor represent the Christian worker, the fifty-pence debtor 
the inquirer, and point out the meaning of the words, 

"NOTHING TO PAY." 

If the inquirer brings up Phil. ii. 12, "Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling" as an argument for 

"doing his best," turn to the passage and read on: "For it is 
God which worketh in you," and shew how it is impossible to 
work out what God has not worked in : that He gives for
giveness of sins, and the Holy Spirit for this very purpose, 
thus enabling the sinner to work for Him, and manifest the 
salvation received. 

Having knocked away all the props of self-righteousness, 
and convinced the soul of its need, put God's way of dealing 
with sin before the inquirer. 

2. I put my trust £n the Almighty. He £s very meret'ful.
When you hear the expression, "the Almighty," thus intro

duced, you may be almost sure the person using it knows 
little or nothing of God, or of the heinousness of sin. Inquire, 

" In what promise of God are you trusting?" "What do you 
know of His mercy? " " Has He forgiven your sins ? " " Has 
He accepted you ? " Answers in the negative to these 
question will enable you to point out that the inquirer is 
trusting to his feelings, prayers, good character, or something 
in himself, rather than to the mercy of God. 

'' But I should not like to presume to say I was saved. 
None can tell that till they come to die." 

To such an observation reply," Suppose when you come to 
die, after doing your best, and putting your trust in the 
Almighty, you find you have made some great mistake, and 
you are all wrong, and that there is no time to get anything 
put right, what will you do ? " 

It is presumption to contradict flatly what God declares; 
and He plainly says that we may know that we are saved, and 
that we have eternal life ( 1 John v. 13). 

"God so loved the world that He gave His only Begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life" (John iii. 16). 

s 
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3. How am I to know that Jesus dz"ed for me?"
Turning to Romans iii. I 2, " They are all gone out of the

way," ask the inquirer, " Is this true?" "Yes.>' " Then you 
have gone out of the way?" "Yes." 

Again, in Isaiah liii. 6, " All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; we have turned every one to his own ,way ? " "Is 
that true?,, "Yes."

"Then you have gone out of the way ? ,, " Yes." "And
you have turned to your own way ? " "Yes." " How far 
have you gone from God in your own way? as far as you 
could get? " " Yes." " Now substitute I for the words ALL 
WE, and read the verse again, concluding, "And the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of-WHOM ? Did Jesus die for 
you?" 

It is important with this class of inquirers to put very 
clearly before them that the Lord knew whose sins He was 
bearing on the Cross ; that He was able to take a prospec
tive, as well as retrospective view, and was fully aware for 
whom He was suffering, " Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on Me through their 
word " (John xvii. 20 ).

At the close of a meeting a lady, who had been spending 
some time on her knees, asked me whether I could tell her for 
certain whether ALL her sins could be forgiven. I said 
to her, holding out my Bible, "Do you acknowledge this 
Book to be the Word of God, and therefore to contain 
God's statements of what He has said and done in the matter 
of our salvation?" " Yes, I do, "she replied. " Then kindly read 
this verse." I handed to her the Bible, opened at Isaiah xliv. 
22, "I have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy transgressions; 
and as a cloud thy sins ; return unto Me, for I have redeemed 
thee." " Please read the verse aloud." She did so, and said, 
"I see nothing in that to help me." "Then read it again." 
She did so a second time, and again said, " But it does not 
help me." So then I said to her," Put your name into the 
verse in the place of the word " thy," and then read it." She 
<lid so, and handing me back the Book, said, " Thank you, that 
is all I need to know. The Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven 
me ALL my sins, and I thank Him with all my heart, and 
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praise Him.,, I found out that she had been brought up in
the Roman Catholic faith, and was troubled with the question 
of how much of her sins had been borne by Him. 

4 How can I tell whether I am one of the elect? 
The adversary of souls uses the most precious doctrines to 

hinder the sinner from coming to Christ. He uses the 
doctrine of God's free grace to lull the conscience, by per
suading the soul there is plenty of time. He uses the 
doctrine of election to frighten timid souls, lest they press for
ward and accept the gift of God. 

To such an inquiry as the above it may be well to reply, 
"' Are you anxious to know whether you can be saved ? " 
Jesus said

, 
" If any man thirst let him come unto Me and 

drink " (John vii. 37). 
" Did He mean this invitation for ANY ONE?,, " Yes.,,
" For you ? " 
" I don't know. How can any one come except the Holy 

Spirit draw him ? " 
"Who led God's people to arrange these meetings ? and 

who induced you to come to this meeting? Was it not the 
Holy Spirit ? And having brought you here and given you 
this desire for salvation, will He disappoint you, and leave
you in darkness and difficulty, mocking your heart's sorrow
and trouble? The Holy Spirit now requires you to decide 
the matter, and the question is, What do you choose? What
ever you choose God will ratify : then choose life." 

5. I am afraz'd if I begt'n to-night I shall not hold on.
To meet this difficulty it is important to make clear the

work of the Holy Spirit. The two great gifts of the Gospel 
are "remission of sins ,, and "the Holy Spirit" (Acts ii. 38). 
The first deals with the past, the second with the future. 
The Holy Spirit SEALS THE BELIEVER. 

Point out the work of the Holy Spirit from the following 
texts:-

" In whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of Promise" (Ephes. i. I 3). 

He gives life. 
" The Spirit is life because of righteousness 11 (Romans viii. 

10 ). He dwells in the believer. 
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" He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
with you for ever; even the Spirit of Truth ..• He dwelleth 
with you and shall be in you,, (John xiv. 16-17). 

He will teach and guide. 
" When He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide you 

into all truth" (John xvi. 13). 
He helps our infirmities. 
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know 

not what we should pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered " (Romans viii. 26). 

He vVho saves us from sin is also able to keep us. 

" Now, unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory" 
(Jude 24). 

Moreover, this great gift of the Holy Spirit is the power for 
surmounting difficulties, and�overcoming temptations. Eph. i. 
19-21 teaches us that this power is in us; that as the Holy 
Spirit raised up Jesus, and set Him " far above" ( not just 
above) all principalities and powers, etc., we, too, may expect 
to be raised lJP above the power of evil, and the trial of cir
cumstances, and thus be kept from falling. 

The surrender of the will is a great point to aim at. 
When that takes place, then the Lord can take possession. 
The two incidents related below will illustrate this aspect of 
the work. 

UNEXPECTEDLY CAUGHT. 

In the City of Dublin it has been the custom for many 
years for a lady and her friends to a hold a meeting on 
Sunday afternoons, for the members_ of the police force, Dublin 
constabulary, and military on garrison duty ; at the close of 
which light refreshments are served, since many men go 
directly on duty. It is always a bright, simple, cheery sort of 
service, adapted to the feelings and tastes of the members of 
the three forces. Being present one afternoon to give the 
address, I got into conversation with a man who was sitting 
on one of the side benches drinking coffee, and I asked him, 
casually, if he were a Christian. 
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" Oh, yes," said he, " I am getting along like the rest of 
them over there." 

" If that is all, it does not amount to much, for they are not 
getting along specially well. Tell me how far you have got." 

" How far have I got? I don't know what you mean." 
" If you are getting along, you must have made a start 

some day in the past ; and my question is, How far have you 
got by this time along the road ? " 

" Oh, I have no idea at all." 
"Do you think you have ever really started to be a 

Christian ? " 
"I don't know, I'm sure. I fancy I am very much like the 

rest of them." 
"If that is so, I would not give much for your progress 

along this road." I took out my pencil, and on a piece of 
paper I wrote the word Chrz"stzan, saying to him, " What is 
that word ? " 

" That word is Christian." 

Drawing my pencil through the letter "a" in the word 
Christian, I said, "What have we now ? " 

"You have two words now-Chrz"st-z"n." 
" Yes, and that is the true definition of a Christian ; he is 

one who has Christ in him ; the life of Christ has been 
imparted to him by God." 

" Then, if that is being a Christian, I am not one, and never 
have been. I can see that I have never started." 

" Well, that being so, would you like to make the start now, 
and really know what it is to be a Christian? " 

" I should, indeed." 
We retired to another room, where we could be alone for a 

quiet talk, and then the following conversation took place :-
" You say that Christ is not in your heart, and you see that 

to be a Christian is to have received Him. That being so, the 
first question is, What keeps Christ out of your heart? Think 
for a minute if you can answer that." 

" I don't know what keeps Him out. Fact is, I have never 
given it any thought." 

"Well, just try now and find out if you can, and then we 
can proceed a step further." 
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After a pause-" I suppose my sins do." 
" Did you ever hear of any man who got his sins out of his 

heart in order to let Christ in ? I never did, and never 
expect to." 

"Well, I don't suppose that ever I did, either." 

"Suppose this room was full of darkness, how would you 
proceed to get the darkness out? Would you begin to sweep 
or bale it out? Of course, you would not. Introduce a light

,.

and instantaneously the darkness is gone. In the same way 
it is the entrance of Christ that drives out all sins, for He and 
sin cannot jointly occupy the same place. He must be Master 
where He enters, and He will compel every other occupant 
to quit that is opposed to Him. As it is not your sins only 
that keep Him out, there must be some other cause. Can 
you think what it is ? " 

"No, I must give it up, and you must tell me, please." 
" It is YOUR WILL." 
"MY WILL? Why, do you know I have an iron will, and 

no living man can force me to do anything I don't choose." 
With this he clenched his fists, and drew himself up, as if to 
compel me to believe it by a display of physical force. 

Reassuring him in my absolute belief in pis statements, we 
resumed our discussion, and I said, " Then you perceive hmv 
the whole question hinges on the will, and it is for you 
to answer this. WILL-YOU-LET-CHRIST-IN? That is the 
door into the heart. It is within your power to say yes or no. 
You must decide, and you must let Him know your 
decision." 

Then a great battle took place in the man's mind, as I 
quietly plied him with the question, WILL YOU LET HIM IN? 
After a certain lapse of time he faintly whispered, " YES, I 
WILL." 

We knelt down, and I repeated his faint and timid words 
out loud to the Lord, asking Him to accept them, and answer 
them, and to step into this man's life, and thoroughly change 
and alter it in every way. That Unseen Presence was there. 
A great gush of tears showed how his pent-up feelings must 
have an outlet. It was like the sudden out-rush of the dark
ness, as the light gently streamed in. In a few moments his 
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lips parted, his voice was heard tremulously confessing the 
Lord as his Saviour and Master, claiming the full and free 
forgiveness of all his sins, and giving thanks for this sudden, 
new revelation of the life of God within. Old things had 
passed away, all things had become new. 

We rose from our knees, and grasped each other's hands in 
the new brotherhood of life in God. As we stood, I said, 
" There is one thing I have not yet mentioned to you, that 
you should know at once. It is expected, indeed it is 
essential, that a Christian should CONFESS Christ as his 
Master, wherever he goes, and to as many as he can in the 
ordinary conversation and business of life." 

"Certainly, I will," said he ; "it would be the highest 
honour that I could have to mention that Name, the greatest 
Name on earth, after what has happened, and what He has 
done for such a man as I." 

" I am so glad you think so, for so many so-called Christ
ians are sadly afraid and ashamed, and fear to mention that 
Name when they have splendid opportunities for so doing." 

He seemed greatly astonished at such a thing, and made 
some very strong remarks as to the privilege and honour of 
confessing Him. It was just the illustration of the old 
proverb, " Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh." Only get the heart full of any subject, and it will 
be perfectly easy to speak to any one about it. 

So we parted, never to meet again. I wondered who my 
new friend was, but discovered that he was a leading detective 
from England, who had arrived the night before on some 
special errand, and went off the next morning to the West of 
Ireland. He was well known for his ability, extraordinary 
strength, and indomitable courage. He had dropped in 
quite unexpectedly into this meeting, as he was passing 
through, and found himself enrolled on another government's 
service, none other than the service of the King of Kings. It 
was a good afternoon's work, for it meant the changing of the 
whole current of his life, and the turning of his heart towards 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, which, alone, will make 
the true reliable character, that can stand its ground amid 
overwhelming temptation. 
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"Becoming a Christian 11 is not so much DOING anything, as 
RECEIVING from God through Christ the gift of life. This 
life, by its energy, holiness, character, sets a man DOING 
quickly enough. 

I dare not work my soul to save, 
That work my Lord has done. 

But I will work like any slave, 
For love of God's dear Son. 

HOW THE HEAD OF THE DETECTIVE FORCE 

WAS RUN IN. 

It was a Tuesday morning, and I had made my way to an 
institution in Dublin, which had been provided for the use of 
the military and police when off duty, where were reading 
and writing rooms, etc., and where at any time they could 
make appointments to meet friends. Expe�ting to find the 
rooms unoccupied, I intended to write some letters. But I 
found a lady in deep conversation with a tall, handsome, and 
powerfully built man. The moment I entered, she said," I am 
so glad you have come, for I have such a curious man here ; he 
says he cannot understand how it is possible for the Lord 
Jesus to KEEP a man if He saves him. Do please try 
and make this plain to him, for it is all important that ·he 
should understand this." Before I could say much she had 
slipped away, and left me alone with her friend to resume her 
conversation. Having no idea who this gentleman might be, 
nor what might be his attitude towards the things of personal 
religion, I approached him somewhat cautiously, and drew 
him into conversation. Some observations I made elicited 
the remark from him, "But I am not a Christian, and make 
no profession of being one." 

"Oh, indeed, I beg your pardon, I thought you were 
a Christian, and I am so sorry I have made such a mistake. I 
should never have thought of addressing you as I have, if 
I had known what you have just told me." 

" But I assure you, sir, you need not apologise, no harm has 
been done." 

" Oh, yes, there has. It is a terrible thing to talk to a man 
as a Christian when he is not one. One never can know the 
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incalculable harm that might result. It is a very serious 
thing, and I am so sorry.

,, 

"Well, sir, I am sure you need not feel at all put out, for no 
harm can possibly have been done in this case. How can it 
matter?

,, 

" How can it matter? Why, sir, to talk to a man as if he 
belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ, when all the time he 
belongs to His greatest foe, is a tremendous mistake to make. 
A Christian is a friend of Jesus Christ. A man who is not, is 
His enemy, whatever he may say or think, and God regards 
him as such. Don't you see it must be so ? " 

" I cannot say I had ever seen it in that light." 

"So you are not a Christian, and never have been, and have 
not, perhaps, any desire to be one.

,, 

"Well, no, sir, that is so. But then, of course, there comes 
a time in every man's life when he has to think about these 
things." 

"Yes, you are right there. A time comes, as you say, when 
a man has to face these things, and then he will need to seek 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who, alone, can make him a Christian. 
Have you thought what #me would be most convenient 
for you to think about these things, and to seek Him? If 
not, why not take a few minutes just now, and settle 
when you would like to have this matter adjusted. 
Twenty years hence-ten years hence-one year hence
what #me will suit you best? Tell me and I will tell it 
to the Lord Jesus, Whom I have known for years, and I will 
then beg Him to hear you, and to undertake this great matter 
for you." 

After a long time of perplexed thought and battling with his 
self-will, he slowly said, "I-suppose-1-had-better-say
To-day." 

"Yes," I replied, " that will be an excellent time, I am 
sure, for there is in the old Book a verse which runs some
thing like this," To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not 
your hearts." I am certain that to-day will suit the 
Lord Jesus to hear you. You could not have chosen a 
better day. Any future day would have involved you in 
a. large degree of uncertainty, inasmuch as you have no
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guarantee that you will live to see it. It is now about half
past eleven, what time of the day shall it be?" 

Another long pause and serious thought, accompanied by 
much wrestling within, as he had for the first time in his life 
to face these questions with a business-like definiteness. 
Presently, he replied, " 1-suppose-there-is-no-time
like-the-present-moment. I-had-better-say-NOW.' 

'Do you really mean "to-day," and " now"? 
" Yes, sir, I do." 
" Then one thing I can assure you of, that you could 

not have chosen a better time, for another verse in the same 
old Book says, "Now is the day of salvation; and your 
choice is in full agreement with the Mind of the Lord Jesus. 
But before we proceed any further, would it not be well 
for you to understand perfectly what becoming a Christian 
means? For if God does anything it cannot be undone, and 
it would never do for you to be sorry five years hence 
that you became a Christian, and to wish this change undone. 
Such a process might be found pretty well impossible." 

" That sounds very reasonable, sir, and, of course, I ought to 
know what it all means before I go in for it. Tell me, please, 
what it all means, and what I shall be involved in, and then I 
shall distinctly see what to do." 

" If you presently give yourself to the Lord Jesus, to be 
made a Christian, FOUR THINGS WILL HAPPEN :-

" 1. The whole story and record of your past life up to to
day-thought, word, deed-will be effaced by the Lord Jesus 
from the Book of Remembrance, so that it can never appear 
against you under any circumstances. This is called the 
blottz'ng out of sin. Only One Person can touch that record. 
Tears cannot blot it out, prayers cannot blot it out. Christ 
only can touch it. How does that strike you?" 

" Why, that sounds splendid ; it is just what I need. 
·what next? "

'' 2. At the same moment that the record of sin is taken 
away, the guilt of sin is removed from your conscience, and 
you have peace with God. Further, the peace of God passing 
all understanding will begin to guard and possess your heart 
and mind, because you will have become a pardoned man. 
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What could never enter into your heart before, enters now to 
remain. How does that appear to your mind ? " 

"That is better and better. I had no idea that to be 
a Christian meant such things as these." 

" 3. Into a pardoned heart possessing the peace of God 
there will come the power of the Holy SpZ:rz't of God. All that 
seemed impossible becomes possible. A man cannot be a 
Christian by his own will and energy ; the forces of evil within 
and without are too strong for him. God's own Spirit must 
take him in hand and reverse the habits of his life. As He is 
the Almighty Spirit, it becomes perfectly easy for Him to 
accomplish all that is necessary for the future of that believer's 
character. You will be able where you have been tmable." 

"Why, that's A- I for a man like me." 
"4 Not only will all these things occur, but another thing 

will come to pass, namely, you will henceforth be a son of 
God. There will be formed a new relationship, into which you 
will enter by the Spirit of God, one that will never be broken. 
God will be your Father for ever ; and none shall be able to 
pluck you out of His Hand. Now, tell me, is it worth while 
for you to put yourself at the disposal of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as a helpless guilty sinner, that He may accomplish 
all this, and more, in you, and for you ? " 

"Of course it is. I am ready, tell me what to do next." 
"Let us kneel down at the Feet of the Lord Jesus, and I 

will tell Him what we have talked about, and that you have 
come to Hin1, to ask that He will do these four things I have 
told you of, and that you may be His from henceforth." 

We knelt together, and then there came one of those 
solemn, indescribable moments when the Lord unseen draws 
near to the inner consciousness, and simply does what He has 
promised. Into that sinful heart there entered the life-giving 
Spirit of God, and the man rose from his knees a Christian, 
made so in response to faith in the Lord Jesus. As we stood 
up, I said to him, "I have one thing more to say to you. 
It is expected that every true Christian shall CONFESS

CHRIST." 
" Well, now, that is strange. Why do you say that to me? 

It was only last Sunday that I happened to meet a friend from 
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England, one of the chief detectives in the city in which he 
lives, and to my utter surprise he told me he was a Christian, 
and how it had just come about through a conversation he 
had had with some gentleman in a meeting he had dropped 
into. You might have knocked me down with a feather, it so 
surprised me. That man, of all men that I knew, to up and 
say that, and to mean it, too." "I am delighted you have told 
me this, for now I know that my friend of Sunday afternoon 
has kept his word of promise to me. It was with me he had 
the conversation, and he said he would confess Christ to the 
first person with whom he came into conversation. 

" And do you know who I am, sir ? " 
" No, I have no idea who you are." 
" I am the head of the detective force, and it is my business 

to track the leading criminals of this city. How is it possible 
for me to confess Christ in the work I am engaged in? I am 
quite willing to do so, if only I know how. Mine is a 
,difficult and peculiar work. If seems almost, if not quite, an 
impossibility." 

" I grant you it is most difficult. But then, it is not for me 
to tell you how it can be. In fact, I cannot. This you must 
pray about, and your Lord and Master will guide you in the 
way of it." 

After a pause, he added, " Suppose I find I cannot confess 
Christ in my present position, and I throw it up for His sake, 
do you think He would find me another, in which I would be 
able freely to confess Him ? " 

"Certainly, He would, for His promise is, 'Them that 
honour Me I will honour.'" 

"Then, sir, I will certainly do it. Anyhow, I must and will 
-confess Him, after all He has done for me." 

We shook hands, and as we parted I said, " You have run 
many a man in, but to-day you have been unexpectedly run in 
yourself. A stronger Hand has laid hold of you, and now 
you are His for ever, no longer to live for yourself, but 
for Him who loved you and gave Himself for you." 

This man was soon promoted. He was given charge of a 
suburban police station, where without hindrance he could 
serve his Lord, and speak for Him. 
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The same Saviour is ready to do just the same for any one 
who will call upon Him, and put himself honestly at His dis
posal, trusting Him for His great salvation, because the Lord 
has laid down His life and taken it again that He might give 
the pardon of sins to all who draw near to Him. 

TRUSTING AND ACTING. 

"WILL YOU GO BAIL FOR HIM ? " 

A " LAMB AND FLAG 
11 

STORY. 

A poorly-clad, sorrowful woman presented herself one day 
at the door with a piteous tale. Her husband had taken too 
much liquor, had got involved in a quarrel, had been arrested 
and brought before the magistrate, who had sentenced him to 
three months' imprisonment, or to find bat'l for £zo for 
his good behaviour for that period. Would I go bail for 
him? 

If not, she and the four children must go to the work
house, for she had no means of earning a living, and then 
when his time was up, he would find the house gone, and he 
would be desperate. 

"But I don't know him, or you either, and I can't afford to 
risk £10 for a perfect stranger, who, if released to-day, may 
do just the same to-morrow, get the same sentence, and my 
good money be thrown away.11 

" He won't do it no more, sir." 
" How do you know he won't?" 
" He ain't one of that sort ; he don't usual be like this, it's a 

kind of accident, sir; and I know he's heartily ashamed of 
himself, and I'm certain he'll keep straight for the three 
months if he feels he has you behind him, and that you 
are responsible for him. And if you don't help us, sir, why, 
it's all up. I've no one else to go to, not a friend in the 
world, and we must go to the workhouse." (What " bricks '' 
lots of women are in sticking by bad husbands.) 

I sent her away with the promise that I would think it 
over, for I felt in a fix as to what to do. It was a desperate 
case of its kind, certainly. 

There were many reasons why I should, there were about 
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an equal number why I should not help. However, I deter
mined to go to the police-station and accomplish the man's 
release. I went, and interviewed policeman No. r ; he passed 
me on to policeman No 2 ; he passed me on to the inspector; 
he passed me on to somebody else; he passed me on to 
the usher of the court; he bade me sit down till the cases had 
been finished before the magistrate. Then my turn came, 
and the magistrate passed me on to the clerk of the court. 

It seemed a much easier thing to get a man in than to get him 
()Ut again. At last the preliminaries were settled. The recipient 
for the last quarter's rent had to be inspected as a proof 
of.respectability; the signature was duly appended to the bail 
book, and all was settled. 

" What am I to do now ? " 
"Nothing more. I w£ll send word to the Jail that A. B. is 

to be released on bail, and he will be set free immediately." 
So I went my way. 
In due time the messenger arrived at the jail, and handed in 

the order for the prisoner's release from the court that had 
sentenced him; for only the judge that had condemned him 
could sanction his release, and this only when another had 
become responsible for him. 

Now, imagine the news reaching the prisoner. Remember, 
he had no previous knowledge of me, had never spoken to me 
nor I to him. He had no idea that his wife had taken any 
steps for his deliverance. Somebody else had paid for him, 
and he could not possibly know anything at all about it. 

The warder opened his cell door. "A. B., step this way to 
the governor's office." 

He went out and stood before the governor in prison 
clothes, with the unmistakeable broad arrow on them. 

" A. B., someone has been to the court this morning, and 
the magistrate has accepted him as your bail; you may, 
therefore, go and change your clothes, and leave tlte jail 
at on'ce.'

1 

What did A. B. do ? Did he say, " Thank you, sir, it 
sounds very good, but I don't just feel like accepting it. I'm 
not sure that I'm anxious enough yet. I don't know as how 
I've had any time to think about it ? 11 Or, 
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"Well, you see, sir, I never asked any one to do this for me. 
and I ought to ask him first before I go out." Or, 

" I don't think I'm nearly so bad as many of the other mec 
in the prison, and I don't see that I need to trouble about it 
just yet, so I'll stay where I am till I feel I'm as bad as the 
rest." Or, 

" I should like first to show I'm in earnest, and that I mean 
to turn over a a new leaf some day, and so, sir, I'll stay here 
a month, and see how clean I can keep my cell, and try and 
be better, and then, perhaps, I might be able to accept this 
bail, and be released." Or, 

"l'll try and earn my discharge by good conduct." 
Not he. He only had to believe what he heard was quite 

true, accept the message, do the next thing in proof of 
his faith, namely, put off the prlson clothes, and the doors 
would swing open to him, for no jailer, or governor, or any 
other person could detain him an hour after the order of the 
court. 

Out he stepped, and made his way straight to his home, to 
the joy of his wife, who did not know till she saw him 
that her prayer had been answered, and her husband 
released. 

Is not this how God now is dealing with sinners ? 

I. You have been condemned and found guilty of break
ing God's laws over and over again. Every sin is a breach of 
law, and has involved you in the penalty of death. There is 
no help for it. You are condemned already. It is not a 
future possibility, but a present fact, and so there is no hope, 
or luck, or chance for the future. Face this fact at once. 

2. Listen to the next fact. Some one has been prayz"ng for
you, of whom you may never have heard possibly, praying for 
your release, praying to the Lord Jesus to "go bail" for you 
-that is, to be responsible for you, releasing you from your
fearfully dangerous state, and from the further execution of
the sentence of the law.

3. He has listened, and has long since consented and
taken your place, undergone your sentence, died the death you 
have been sentenced to die, and has completely done away 
with all the liabilities and consequences, and tremendous pen-
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alties. He has done so without your knowledge, without your 
asking, without your repenting, without your seeking. 

4- The message now comes to you. W£ll you accept the
offer of thz's ball for you? Will you step out from being 
" under condemnation " into liberty, freedom, and safety ? 
How willyou act? 

Some say, I don't feel like it, and I shan't trouble about 
it. 

Others say, I must turn over a new leaf first, and try and be 

better, and be in earnest. 
Others, I should like to, but I'm not bad enough, nor half 

so bad as lots of people I know. 

Others, I don't want to be like so-and-so, who professes to 
have been saved; and see how he behaves. 

All this kind of thing is as foolish, and stupid, and wicked, 
as if A. B. had acted in this way when I became bail 
for him. If you believe that God has an infinite pity for 
you, a tender love, a sincere regard for you, just because He 
sees the power of sinful habit is so awfully strong that you 
cannot possibly overcome it, and that the Lord Jesus Chr£st on 
the Cross has practically gone baz'l, step out, and say you accept 
it. Kneel down and honestly say out to God in a few words 
your thanks for the message of life, and tell Him you put off 
at once all the habits that are like A. B.'s prison clothes, and 
will gladly come to Christ, trusting Him to keep you always 
as His, and for Himself. 

And now to finish my story of A. B. That same evening 
I was, as usual, in my mission hall for the week-night prayer 
meeting, and had forgotten for the time the incident of the 
morning. At the close a man and woman stepped into the 
little room at the back. 

cc Please, sir, he's come to thank you." 
" For what? " 
cc Why, sir, you went bail for him this morning, and we are

ever so thankful to you." 
I shook hands with my new friend, and got into close 

talk with him, saying that I looked to him so to behave 
himself that there should be no sort of risk of my having to
pay up my £10, or of his being back again in prison. In order 
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that I might know that things were all right he was to 
step down every evening and report himself at the mission 
room ; then, if he were there, it would be quite clear he was 
not in prison. This he gladly agreed to do, for, of course, no 
one knew anything at all about the circumstances of the past 
two or three days. 

Then, I went on to explain further, that he was in a far 
greater difficulty with regard to the Law of God, which he 
had grievously broken, and I shewed him how the Lord 
Jesus had, as it were, gone bail for him without his asking or 
knowing. His own circumstances so beautifully illustrated 
the Gospel that there was no need for much explanation. 
He was soon on his knees, pouring out his heart to God, 
accepting the Lord as his Saviour and Keeper, and so 
getting a two-fold salvatt"on that day. It worked beautifully 
There was not so much chance of his breaking out again and 
getting into trouble, for the Lord Jesus from henceforth 
would care for his spirit, soul, and body. 

Has He become responsible for you-" gone bail,
, 

for you ? 
Have you accepted Him? 
Have you thanked Him ? 
And do you report yourself to Him three times a day, and 

so keep in touch with Him ? 
If not, there is no time to be lost, for the execution of the 

final sentence of the law may be carried out at any moment 
without any further warning. 

"Be not deceived." 
" God is not mocked." 
" He loved me and gave Himself for me." 

9 



CHAPTER XIII. 

All Sorts and Conditions of Men. 

"THE Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a net, that was cast 
into the sea, and gathered of every kind" (St. Matt. xiii. 47). 

We shall find in all missions and movements of a spiritual 
nature a great variety of people to deal with, and the 
worker needs to be well furnished with suitable Scriptures in 
order to help them. 

I. We trust THE DEEPLY CONVICTED will be the most
numerous kind inclosed in the net, and to be " gathered in." 
With these the essential thing is to ascertain how the 
Spirit of God is working in their hearts, and then to select 
such Scriptures as may most fitly apply to their expressed 
need. 

2. THE A WAKENED CONSCIENCE must not be confounded

with the convicted heart. There is a common expression, " If 
I act up to my conscience I shall be accepted of God." 

Conscience never leads a man to God, but makes him realize 
his distance from God. 

Adam and Eve had an awakened conscience in the Garden 
of Eden; and they hid themselves from God, doing their 
best to conceal from each other and from God their shame 
and sin. God called out, " Where art thou ? " Mark the 
answer. " I heard Thy Voice, I was afraid ; I was naked ; I 
hid myself." There was no confession of sin. And this was 
followed by an attempt to shift the responsibility of sin on 
another. Between God and the serpent stood the guilty ones. 
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They listened to the Voice of God as He addressed the 
serpent: "The Seed of the Woman shall bruise thy head." 
This was the Gospel for them, to lead them to step over to 
the side of God, Who would thus vanquish their foe. 

But to step over to God involves being stripped of all 
covering made by one's self. See Zech. iii. 3-5. "Now, 
Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the 
angel. And he answered, and spake unto those that stood 
before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from 
him. 

" And unto him he said, '· Behold, I have caused thine 
iniquity to pass from thee; and I will clothe thee with change 
of raiment. And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his 
head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed 
him with garments. And the angel of the Lord stood by." 

God must clothe and cover the sinner. To explain this, 
note the following" group of texts :-

" He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Prov. 
xx viii. I 3 ). 

" Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered " (Psalm xxxii. I). 

"Love covereth all sins" (Prov. x. 12). 
How does love cover sin ? 
" God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us " (Romans v. 8). 
The death of Christ covers the sin that would be death to 

the soul. 
3. THE ROUSED FEELINGS. "They which, when they

hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, 
which for a while believe, and in time of temptation, fall 
away" (Luke viii. I 3). Such persons assent to everything 
you say, and tell you how beautiful the meetings are, how 
happy they feel, etc. If you suspect them to be unconvicted 
hearers, give them no encouragement; but ply them with a 
few pointed questions about sin, whether they think they 
have fallen as low as others, whether they have realised the 
deceitfulness of the heart as described in Jer. xvii. 9. 
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"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked." 

Inquire how much punishment they think they deserve 
from God, and then ask them how they expect to withstand 
temptation. They will probably reply," As long as I feel all 
right, no doubt I shall get on." Feellngs do not alter facts. 
On the one hand, happy feelings do not remove the wrath of 
God from an unpardoned soul ; though on the other hand the 
unhappy feelings and doubts of the trembling believer do not 
affect his security in Christ. 

The Divine order is fact, faith, feeling. Many reverse it, and 
put the order as feeling, faith, fact. The facts of the Atonement 
for sin by the death and resurrection of Christ, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, come first. These are to be be#eved. The 
person is to be trusted, and in response to faith there will 
come the assurance of salvation and life. 

4 THE BACKSLIDER. Such an one is described in 2 Peter 
i. 8-9.

" If these things be in you and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the know
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins." 

And also in Luke xv. 11-21.

It is impossible for us to decide who are really backsliders, 
and who have never received life at all, but have fallen away 
in time of temptation as described in Luke viii. 13. God 
alone can see the heart ; and all who are born again will most 
assuredly be kept by His power, and fully know the meaning 
of the blessed words. 

" He restoreth my soul " (Psalm xxiii. 3). 
A soul once saved can never be lost. The Good Shepherd 

said, "No man is able to pluck them out of My Father's 
Hand " (John x. 29 ). 

We cannot say positively to any one, u You are saved," but 
can only judge by the outward life and character. 

" By their fruits ye shall know them " (Matthew vii). 

If, therefore, a person says to a worker," I am a back
slider," ask for an account of his or her conversion, the time, 
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place, circumstances, and so forth ; and then put a few 
questions based on 2 Peter i. 1-9. The two princi
pal causes of backsliding will be found to be, trusting to 
feelings, instead of the "precious promises," and lack of bold
ness in confessing Christ ; "virtue," or courage, has not been 
added to faith. 

In verse 9 the words, "cannot see afar off," are in the 
marginal reading of the Revised Version rendered " He closed 
his eyes," denoting the voluntary shutting up of the heart 
and indulgence in sleep, thus preventing watchfulness. If 
there seems to be real godly sorrow for sin, and a conscious
ness of departure from God, use the follmving :-

" I will heal their backsliding; I will love them freely,
,
, 

Hosea xiv. 4. or Jeremiah iii. 12, 13.

Impress on him that he must return as a sinner, making 
no excuses for his wanderings ; that the language of his 
heart must be, 

" Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy Blood was shed for me." 

Deal with a mistaken backslider as with an ordinary in
quirer convicted of sin for the first time, and impress on all 
such, that the power to keep from backsliding in the future 
consists in the laying hold of the truths concerning the in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, revealing a present Saviour. 

There are two Scriptures that often trouble the minds of 
uninstructed Christians. The one is :-

" Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of 
you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace" 
(Galatians v. 4). 

The other is :-
" But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection ; 

lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor. ix. 27). 

The expression, " Ye are fallen from grace," has reference 
to the error into which the Galatian Church had fallen, of 
supposing that they were in the first instance saved by grace, 
but that they had to maintain their salvation by the ob
servance of Jewish ritual and legal ceremonial; losing sight 
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of the truth that the God Who pardons sin through grace, 
also through His Divine grace keeps the feet from falling. 
The glory of salvation must be His from beginning to end. 

The other Scripture, where the Apostle Paul says," Lest I, 
myself, should be a castaway," is an allusion to the practice at 
the annual games held at Corinth. He is saying," I keep 
under my body," I am still in training, lest "When I have 
preached to others "-that is, acted as herald in summoning 
the competitors for the start-I, myself, when my turn comes 
to compete, should be disqualified for running, and be rejected 
as an unfit competitor. 

One Sunday morning, during the progress of an after 
meeting, I was in conversation with a young man who was in 
difficulty, but somewhat listless and apathetic. Presently, 
there stood in front of us a poor man, clothed in ragged 
garments, blear-eyed, dirty and wretched in every way. I 
said to him, " What do you want here, my friend ? " 
" Can't you see what I want ? Don't you think that I want 
salvation pretty bad?" "Yes, indeed, I do, and what is more, 
you can have it here and now." " I was saved once, but I'm 
not now." 

"Tell me how you were saved once, and when it took 
place.'' 

" I was a terrible drunkard, and I strolled into a salvation 
meeting, and heard all about the love of God to me, and how 
Jesus would help and forgive a poor drunkard like me, 
and I gave myself to Him right away, and I was ever so 
happy. He took out of me all the love of the drink, and I 
went about as happy as a bird for six months. I led lots of 
men to Christ, too. Many of my drinking mates were saved, 
and I was praising the Lord all the day long." 

" And how did the change for the worse come about ? 
,, 

" Why, a mate of mine one day persuaded me to have one 
glass of beer ; and when I had had one I wanted another, 
and another, and down I went back to my old ways ; I 
am just miserable now, as miserable as I can be. It was al 
my own fault, giving way to temptation, but I am afraid the 
Lord has done with me, and I am lost." 

I made him tell me over again all the circumstances, 
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and the texts that had been the means of his salvation twelve 
months before, and from the very clear testimony he gave, 
and the account of how God had used him to others, I 
was sure he was a real backslider, and not one whose feelings 
merely had been stirred. 

I said to him," Suppose I had bought a very valuable horse 
costing£ I 50, and had paid for it in full, brought it home to my 
stable, and had it well groomed and cared for, whose horse 
would it be?" 

" Why, yours, of course, because you had paid for it." 
" Are you quite sure of that ? " 
" Of course, of course." 
"Suppose six months afterwards some thieves broke in one 

night and stole my horse, so that I could get no trace 
of it, would it be mine then? " 

"Why, still yours, of course." 
"Why?" 
" Because you had paid for it." 
"Suppose six months after, I was down in the country, and 

I saw a horse standing in a field, with sore back and 
shoulders, broken knees, in a half-starved condition, and I 
went up to examine it, and found, to my surprise, that it was 
the horse that had been stolen from me, and had been shame
fully treated, could I claim it as mine?" 

" Of course you could." 
"Without paying for it again ? ,, 
"Yes, you had paid for it once, and you need not pay for it 

again.u 
"And I could take it away there and then, and bring it 

back to my stable, and have it taken care of, and its sores 
treated, and good food supplied?" 

" Of course you could, because it was yours all the time." 

" Now, tell me, Who bought you twelve months ago, and 
took such care of you, and looked after you, and gave you 
plenty of all that was good ? " 

" The Lord Jesus." 

"And six months ago what happened ? Did not some evil 
power steal you away, and take you out of His keeping, and 
now you are broken down, half-starved, with any amount 
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of sores upon your heart and conscience, and you are 
miserable ? 

,, 

" Yes, the Devil did that." 

"But Whose are you all the time? Did not Christ pay for 
you, with His own precious Blood, and though you have been 
stolen, are not you still His ? " 

The poor fellow dropped on his knees, crying out, " Jesus, 
I am yours, I am yours; you paid for me, I have been stolen, 
but I am yours, and I come right back now." The restora-, 
tion was immediate and complete. Light shone once more 
into that blear-eyed face, the peace of God took possession, 
and the old hope came back. " He restoreth my soul." 

My apathetic friend gazed in amazement and surprise, 
seeming half inclined to get further away from such disreput
able company, but he saw the way back to God, and at 
length admitted that he needed similar treatment, for he, too, 
had wandered from the safe place. 

5. THE FORMALIST may stroll into the inquiry room to
see what is going on, unable to understand all the stir about 
"being converted," "being saved." John Bunyan has well 
described him as saying, "I was born in the land of Vain 
Glory, and I am going for praise to Mount Zion." His speech 
will betray him. He will tell you that he does not believe in 
this thing at all ; that people who are regular in their 
attendance at church or chapel do not need any such religious 
excitement. As a rejoinder, ask him to explain the meaning 
of the words : 

" There is no difference ; for all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God

,, 
(Romans iii. 22, 23). 

Suggest to him that probably he is described in John x. I

by the Lord Jesus, as one who has not entered in by the 
door, but has climbed up by some other way, and is, therefore, a 
thief and a robber, come to steal a way men's faith and confi
dence in the Good Shepherd. So question him about 
Scripture as to make him feel his ignorance of the vVord 
of God, and then take him to 2 Timothy iii. 5. 

"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof." 
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Alas, for those who are still more fully described in verses 
7 and 8 as:-

" Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth ... reprobate (or of no judgment) concerning the 
faith." 

Here is an illustration for dealing with such a case. 

" IT IS TOO MUCH OF A COME-DOWN FOR A

MAN LIKE ME." 

I was at an ordinary mission hall service in Canada, closing 
with the usual inquiry meeting, when a gentleman asked 
if he might walk home with me. It was winter, and the 
snow was frozen hard on the ground. 

" I have been listening to you with much interest," said he, 
" these two or three evenings, and I confess that I am fairly 
puzzled over many things you have said. You speak as 
if you knew consciously what you describe, such as the 
pardon of sin, peace with God, heart-rest, a certainty of safety 
in the future, and no fear of death. I have been a most 
religious man all my life, in fact, I have never missed attend
ing my church, saying my prayers, and taking the sacrament, 
and yet I cannot say I have any of the blessings you speak 
of possessing. I am sure if any man deserves them I do, 
and I should like to know if you can account for this state of 
things.JI 

" If, sir, I may put some personal questions to you, I might 
be able to help you, though, possibly, you might be a little 
surprised at the nature of some of them." 

"Oh, please ask anything you like. I will gladly 
answer.JI 

" Well, sir, if I understand you aright, you have been an 
extremely religious man, doing your duty, diligent in saying 
your prayers, etc?" 

" Yes, that is so." 
" But you have no consciousness of possessing any of the 

blessings I have mentioned to-night? Now, sir, you have 
been saying your prayers for some twenty years, morning 
and night. Tell me, how many answers have you had from 
God to these prayers?" 
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" How many answers ? What a strange question. I have 
never thought about getting answers. Let me think a 
moment. Well, now, I cannot say that I have had any 
answers." 

" vVhat do you intend doing, sir ? Is it worth while going 
on with such work with no greater success than you are 
getting?,, 

" Going on ? Why, certainly I shaJl." 
"Well, sir, my advice to you is to cease altogether. It has 

brought you nothing in twenty years, and there is no reason
able chance that there will be anything in the next twenty 
years. Would you continue in any business for six months 
that brought you no more returns than your praying has 
done? Of course, you would not. It would spell bankruptcy. 
And so it must in this also. Stop it at once, it is a complete 
failure." 

" What blasphemy. Stop-saying-my-prayers? I have 
never heard of such a thing." 

" Yes, sir, just that. Waste no more time in what brings 
you nothing, by your own showing. Now let me ask you 
another question. What do you say when you pray ? How 
do you begin, for instance ? " 

" How do I begin ? I begin as every right-minded man 
begins. Of course, I begin the right way. Why, I always 
say, ' Our Father, which art in Heaven ' "-

" Stop, sir, that is enough ; I thought as much. You begin 
with ' Our Father ' ; and for all these years you have been 
asking your Father in Heaven to give you these priceless 
things which you need, and you tell me you have not had one 
answer yet. There must be something radt'cally wrong. Either 
your prayers have never reached, or else there is no such 
a Being as a Father in Heaven to hear them. It is no 
use going on in either of these circumstances. It seems to 
me that you have no right whatever to address your prayers 
to such a being as 'your Father.' By the way, sir, are you a 
a father yourself? " 

" Yes, I am. I have one dear little girl." 
" Does she ever ask you for anything?" 
" Of course she does ; she asks for lots of things." 
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" Does she get them ? 
,, 

" Get them. I should think she did. I would not keep 
her waiting ten seconds for anything I could give, that she 
had asked for." 

" So I thought. You, as a father, would not keep your 
child waiting, and you dare to tell me you have a Father 
in Heaven of Whom you have been asking things you need 
for twenty years, and you have not got one yet. I don't 
believe it. You cannot have any such Father at all. You 
are not His child. You have no right to address Him as such. 
That is where the mistake must lie." 

Just then a boy ran across the street, poor and shivering. I 
said," Suppose that boy came up to you and said, 'Father, 
father, give me a dollar, I am so hungry and cold,' would you 
give it to him?" 

" No, certainly not. The little rascal, calling me ' Father.' I 
should give him a clout on the head, and send him 
spinning." 

"Just so. ( wonder God has not given you a clout and 
sent you off, for calling Him Father for twenty years when 
you have no right to do so. You cannot be His child by your 
own showing, and so there comes the question, How can you 
become one ? " 

"Well, I never heard such things before in my life. It 
is perfectly staggering. I am not the child of God. I, with 
all my regular attendance at church and so forth. If 
what you say is correct, please tell me how I can become 
one?" 

"Well, sir, to tell you the honest truth, I don't think it 
would be worth my while. You would never consent to the 
terms. I am sure it would be only waste of my time and 
yours." 

" How do you know I would not consent to the terms ? " 
"I am sure you would not, for if I have judged you 

correctly, you are up to your eyes in pride, and you would 
never consent to God's terms." 

"Please go on and tell me, and let me judge for myself. It 
is somewhat annoying to be talked to in this way, and I feel 
half inclined to knock you down for insulting me." 
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"Very well, sir, we will say good-night. You asked for the 
interview. I did not seek it. Let it terminate at once, and I 
will go home." 

" No, no, I did not mean that ; please do tell me more. 
Only, you hit a fellow so hard." 

" Very well, then, this gift of God of life, which we some
times call conversion, or salvation, or the new birth, and 
which includes pardon, peace, power, rest, and other great 
blessings, is only offered to those who know themselves to be 
worthless, and they must be beggars. Are you a beggar, 
sir?" 

" Certainly not, I am a most respectable man, with a fine 
record, as fine as any man in this city. I a beggar ? No, 
indeed. I tell you, if that is true, £t £s too much of a come-down 
for a man like me. It is not fair. Here, I have done my 
best, and been as good as I knew how, and yet I am to 
be treated as if I was no better than a good-for-nothing 
fellow. It is too much of a come-down." 

"I told you I was quite sure you would never consent to 
have God's gifts on God's terms. He lifts up the beggar from 
the dung-hill and sets him among princes. The bigger the 
beggar, the bigger the prince." 

"It's not fair; it's not fair. I cannot lower myself in that 
way." 

"Very well, sir, good-night. I have nothing more to say. 
You have heard what you wanted to know, namely, God's 
way of giving these great blessings ; you have positively 
refused to accept the terms offered ; there is nothing more 
to be said." 

" Oh, but please tell me a little more. Explain why it 
is so." 

" If you and I were wealthy men, and just here some poor, 
homeless man sought our help, and begged for half a dollar, 
and we determined we would endow him with a great sum, 
and choose to say, ' If you will kneel down in the snow here, 
put your hands together, utter certain words to us, we 
will give you £2,0CXJ,' would you not have a perfect right to 
dictate the· terms on which that man might have the 
gift?" 
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" Yes, certainly." 
" And do you deny to God the right of saying to whom 

and how, He shall bestow His unmerited and inestimable 
gifts of life and peace ? " 

"But it seems such a come-down." 
"Well, sir, God will not give to fraudulent beggars any 

more than you would. If to-morrow, on your way to business, 
you were accosted by a man in the gutter, who asked for a 
few cents, and you were about to give him some charity, and 
I said, 'Hold on a minute, I know him. He has some £100 

saved up in the bank,' would you give him a cent ? " 
" Why, no, certainly not. I should say, ' Go and spend 

what you have, before you ask any other man's charity.' " 
"Exactly so. God will not give you a single blessing so 

long as you have your imaginary savings of merit in the 
way of attainments through your religious observances, and 
prayers, and good deeds. If you cling to them as the results 
of your own efforts, and as a claim upon God, you can get 
nothing. You must get rid of all your fancied savings, which 
in His Sight are peifectly worthless, and you must come into
Hts Presence worthless, owning it, being perfectly honest 
about it, and then there will be no limit to His giving, to 
enrich you with all He can pour into your life." 

It is too much of a come-down. 

6. THE SCEPTIC. We shall probably meet with many
sceptical minds of various shades of unbelief. We may find 
that some have become sceptical through the inconsistency 
of nominal Christians among whom they have been thrown. 
Such will need much patience and tenderness, before they can 
be won back. 

Another class will have been brought up under sceptical 
influences from childhood, and will, therefore, be thoroughly 
ignorant of the Scriptures. They will need instruction in the 

I 

elementary truths of the Gospel. 
A third class will have renounced all faith in God's revela

tion, in order to give unbridled reign to their lusts. They 
will need stern rebuke. 

An Atheist will, probably, be a rare individual in the 
inquiry room. Most men believe m God in some way or 



Personal Work for Christ. 

other. Argument will not avail much with an Atheist, but 
the sharp sword with two edges is as effectual as ever. It 
"divides asunder the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart,, (Hebrews iv. 12). Let
it be wielded with precision, and held in the firm grasp 
of faith, and it will again work wonders. 

At the outset of the conversation it will be desirable to 
ascertain what has induced the sceptical frame of mind, and so 
to be guided as to the line of truth to advance. For the 
first class mentioned, point out that the very existence of 
nominal Christians, having the form of godliness though with
out the power, indicates the existence of true Christians 
somewhere. Satan always makes counterfeits of God's reali
ties, and tries to pass them off as current coin. Inquire what 
the heart is needing, what causes dissatisfaction and unrest, 
and then simply point out God's resting-place for weary 
hearts, God's provision for hungry and thirsty ones. 

In Hebrews xi. 6, it is declared :-" Without faith it is im
possible to please Him." 

In Hebrews ix. 22 :-" Without shedding of blood is no 
remission." 

In Hebrews xii. 14 :-"Follow" .... "holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord." 

These are the three requisites for the soul. Faith is the 
�, gift of God" (Eph. 2. 28); remission of sin is the gift of the 
Lord Jesus (Acts ii. 38); .holiness is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit ( 1 Peter I, 2 ). Thus, and thus only, is the soul's need 
fully met. 

With the second class adopt a line of questioning that shall 
elicit from them their definition of God. Endeavour to get 
them to define their own iaeas of what God requires, what are 
His laws, and principles; and then ask whether they have 
acted up to the light they profess to have, or have trans
gressed times without number? 

"Whom, therefore, ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I 
unto you" (Acts xvii. 23).

Let such be led to see that God, Who knows them, 
has described them in His Word, and that He has also set 
forth the only deliverance from the power of sin, and the 
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only Source of knowledge of Himself,-namely, the Lord 
Jesus. 

"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John xiv. 6). 
Keep the conversation as much as possible to the question 

of deliverance from sin; and do not be drawn into discussions 
on the punishment of sin. 

\¥ith the third class of unbelievers, who "glory in their 
shame," discussion is unnecessary. Read them, solemnly, such 
passages as Jude 10, 12, 13.

"These speak evil of those things which they know not ; 
but what they know naturally as brute beasts, in those things 
they corrupt themselves ... These are spots in your feasts 
of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves 
without fear ; clouds they are without water, carried about 
of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots ; raging waves of the sea, 
foaming out their own shame ; wandering stars to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." 

2 Peter ii. 9-19, is a similar passage, dealing more fully with 
the character and practice of such darkened hearts. Seek to 
use these Scriptures in the unveiling of their private lives 
and thoughts. Let such persons realize the authority of a 
Book that throws light upon their conduct and character, and 
that, with equal clearness, shews them their doom. The mere 
brag of infidelity will be silenced by the majesty of the 
Word of God. 

It will be desirable, also, to inquire how much these persons 
have read their Bibles. In most cases their ignorance of the 
Scriptures will be an effectual barrier to a prolonged discussion 
with them, and God may, in His mercy, give them a teachable 
spirit, so that they will listen to His Word. 

I once asked a man, who had been many years an atheist, 
what had led him along that path. He told me, frankly, that 
he and lots of other men, his associates in those days, had 
become atheists because they hated the idea that there was 
anyone anywhere who might have the sovereign right to 
some day arrest them, and demand an enquiry into their 
conduct and characters. They wanted to feel quite inde
pendent of all superior authority, that they might think, say, 
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do, sz"n, just as they liked with absolute fearlessness of any 
consequences. 

For himself, he said that he had a fine time for a year 
or two, when this sort of life began to pall upon him, and 
gradually he became dissatisfied with all his surroundings. 
Pleasures began to become tasteless and insipid. Gradually, 
he became more and more miserable, darkness crept over 
him, and into him, till life became unbearable for its utter 
hopelessness, with its dreary round of the drudgery of work, 
with no future, no outlook, no hope. Again, and again, 
he tried suicide, but could not manage the leap into the dark, 
and was preserved, through God's great mercy to one who 
had blasphemed and defied Him for years. 

Finally, he found his way to a mission hall, where he half 
sank on the floor, in bitter despair, asking a lady there, "Can 
you find any word of hope or comfort for such an utterly 
abandoned atheist as I have been ? " 

She replied, she certainly could, and at once told him how 
all his sin had not in the least estranged God's Heart from 
him, that the Lord Jesus was willing, there and then, to take 
hold of him, forgive, blot out the record of his past wicked 
life, give him a new heart, and make him a child .of God. In 
all his tenderness and despair, he quietly yielded himself

,.

without any further struggle, to such mighty love and for
bearance, and rose from his knees a different man, filled with 
a new life, hope, and power. 

The following incidents will illustrate methods of dealing 
with sceptics. We should never try to prove anything to a 
sceptic, for no amount of evidence is of any value to such a 
man. But if his heart is hungry, its hunger can be met, and 
the satisfaction of his hunger is the best evidence that there is 
a God. Be full of confidence in the fact that the Holy Spirit 
can reveal Christ without any explanations on your part. 

"I'M A SCEPTIC." 

It was at a service, specially for young men, that a young 
man, one of the audience that night, followed me into the 
back room, and asked for an interview. 

" Well,,
, 

I said, "What is it? " 
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" I want to have a little talk with you, if you don't mind. 
I'm a sceptic. I don't believe in anything." 

"Lots of fellows are sceptics, nowadays, just like you, and 
it's not very easy to help them. What do you want to 
know?,

, 

"Well, I wanted to ask you if you would kindly try and 
prove to me that Christ really exists." 

"Why should I ? It doesn't interest you at all, if you are a 
sceptic. It can't concern you, surely." 

"But, I want to know." 
" Why do you want to know ? 

,
, 

"Well, I am very miserable, and I find things very unsatis
factory, and I have been wondering this evening whether I 
could get any proof about this." 

"Supposing you did; what next?
,, 

" Well, perhaps I might become a Christian." 
"Is it worth your while, being a sceptic?

,
, 

"Well, I am so utterly miserable and wretched." 
" That's no wonder ; it serves you right, and I do not feel 

inclined to spend two minutes in trying to prove to you that 
Christ exists." 

"Why not?" 
" Because it's not worth while in the circumstances. Besides, 

I'm not sure it's possible to do so to a sceptic." 
" I wish you'd try. You have no idea how dark and miser

able I am." 
"Perhaps I will, but we will make a bargain over it. If you 

will answer a question of mine, and prove what I want 
to know, then I will see if I can prove what you want to 
know." 

" Yes, that's fair enough. And what do you want me to 
prove to you ? " 

"Why, that you are your own mother's son." 
"That's easy enough, I should think." 
"All right; fire away. How will you begin.' 

He sat thinking some time, and then said, " I'm blest if I 
know how to begin." 

"That's just my fix, too, about proving that Christ exists. 
I don't know how to begin. Look here, my dear fellow. All 

IO 
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you can tell me is, that so far back as you can remember some 
one taught you to call her mother, and she called you her 
own son; and you have both gone on doing it ever since. 
Has it worked all right?" 

"Certainly it has." 
" Are you satisfied that she is your mother ? " 
"Perfectly so." 
"Can you prove it?" 
" No ; but I'm perfectly satisfied she is." 

" And so am I that Christ exists. Many years ago I first 
began to call Him my Saviour, and to obey Him as such ; 
and He has called me His, and it works perfectly." 

" How can I find Him out for myself, then ? 
,, 

" That is a very sensible question, and you can get an 
answer quickly and simply, if you are thoroughly honest in 
the inquiry." 

" Yes, indeed, I am.0 

"Well, then, to help you, let me make use of an illustra
tion. In Australia there are enormous tracts of country 
covered with dense masses of forest, called the 'bush.' Sup
pose you were there, and had got into that bush, as many 
poor fellows have, and had been unable to find your way out, 
you would be what they call ' bushed.' There would be then 
only one thing you could do, namely, stand st£ll and coo-ee.

(This is · a peculiar long drawn-out sound, made with the 
mouth, which travels a long way in the still, silent air, and 
can be heard at an extraordinary distance.) Then, if some 
one, of whose existence you had no previous knowledge, 
heard your coo-ee, he would answer you, so you two would 
keep it up, until he found his way to you, and took you out 
the way he came in. You have lost your way. You are, 
practically, 'bushed.' You've got to coo-ee to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If He is anywhere near He will hear. If He hears, 
I can guarantee He will answer; and if you keep it up He 
will come to you and lead you out of the dark. I cannot tell 
you how He will answer you, but you will know it, and be 
positively certain of it." 

"That sounds simple enough-I am 'bushed '-1 am in the 
dark-I cannot find my way out-that's a fact." 
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" Will you coo-ee ? " 
"Yes." 
" When will you begin ? " 
" Here and now." 
" Then just kneel down and begin right away." 

147 

He dropped on his knees, and began in some such words as 
these : " 0, Lord Jesus, I don't know whether You exist or 
not, but I'm lost, I'm bushed. If you hear me will You save 
me?" 

He paused, and then I began to tell the Lord Jesus 
what he had told me about himself, that he might hear 
his own story again. As I did so, I watched his pale, 
anxious face, and presently a smile stole over it. I stopped 
and said, 

., Have you heard any answer to your coo-ee ? " 
"Yes ; I have." 
" Does He exist ? " 
" Of course He does." 
" How do you know?" 
" He has taken me out of the dark, and I am His. He has 

saved me. He is my Savlour."

" Are you satisfied ? " 
"Perfectly." 
We rose, and after a few more words we parted. More 

than a year after I was accosted on a tram car by a young 
man with a good sized Bible under his arm. 

"Do you remember me?" 
"No," I said, " I can't say I do." 

" I am the coo-ee fellow at H--. That was a splendid 
night's work. I have been studying this Book ever since, and 
it is just grand." 

" And how does it work?" 

"It works just magnificently. I am learning more and 
more of my Lord Jesus. The Bible is a wonder Book, 
nothing like it ; I give every spare moment I have to 
reading and studying it; and I love it more and more 
every day. It is my constant companion. It seems to 
have a living voice, and through it God speaks to me every 
day." 
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Sceptidsm is very dark and hopeless, and its demands upon 
reason are far greater than those of faith. With another young 
man, on another occasion, I had a very similar conversation. 
He was an unbeliever in all the facts concerning the existence 
of the Son of God, both with regard to the eternal truth, and 
with regard to His birth, life, death, and resurrection. He 
asked me how he could find out the truth of all the things we 
asserted as concerning the Lord. I replied, by the simple 
method of asking. Take a Bible, read it till you find some 
promises of God, which, if they were true in your experience 
would materially alter your life, and introduce the very 
elements that are lacking to your peace and hope. Look 
into the terms on which such promises are made, and then, 
fulfilling those conditions, simply ask for the promised bless
ing, arguing that God has said, " Prove Me now herewith, 
saith the Lord" (Malachi iii. 10). God is willing to be proved 
that He is God. We have not to prove anything. In fact, 
we cannot. We can only assert But God can disclose Him
self to any honest, obedient heart that wills to know. The 
trouble is, so few are really honest. They fear that to know 
God would entail giving up many cherished habits. 

" Come now and let us reason together, saith the Lord ; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red, like crimson, they shall be as wool" 
(Isaiah i. I 8). 

THREE LINES AND A BIT. 

At M--, I was one morning accosted by a tall, thin, 
cadaverous-looking fellow in the street, with, " Is your name 
Soltau?" 

" Yes, that is my name. What is yours ? " 
"There's my name over my store," pointing to his place of 

business. 
"B--, is it? I knew that name in the old country well 

enough. Yes, I think my brother knows your brother." 
"Well," said he," I am in the dark-my mind is much dis

tressed ; and I thought, possibly, you might be able to help 
me. Perhaps I had better first tell you a little of my 
history. 
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"I have been over here for about ten years. I left my home 
to free myself from all restraint. I just hated religion, wasn't 
inclined that way a bit ; and, like many other foolish young 
fellows, I determined to have a fling on my own hook, 
and off I came. I am practically ao atheist, though I haven't 
publicly avowed myself as such. I have blotted God out of 
my thoughts, and have gone ahead as if there was no God ; 
in fact, tried to persuade myself there was none. I didn't get 
on very well, had to push my way against tremendous 
difficulties ; and, at length, settled here into this business. I

have a good wife and I have done pretty well, considering; 
but, somehow lately I have been awfully troubled in my 
mind. In the dark ; can't see my way a bit. Somehow, the 
thought will force its way in, that there is a God ; that I shall 
have to do with that God ; and I have been all these years 
practically denying Him." 

" No wonder you are in the dark," said I ; "it's the usual 
thing when a man denies God, and lives without Him, he 
can't get anywhere else but into the dark." 

"Well, can't you help me at all?" 

" I'm afraid not. When a man has gone right away from 
God, with his eyes wide open, it's pretty hard for him to turn 
round again and get into the light. When a man has been 
practically saying, ' I don't want God,' he finds out that God 
doesn't want Him." 

" The great trouble is that I can't believe a slngle word of the 

Bt'ble-not a word." 
"I'm sorry for that,'1 I said, "but if you can't, why, you 

can't, and there's an end to the matter." 
"But can't you help me?" 
"No, I'm afraid not, I don't know how I can." 
"It does seem hard that I can't get some light. It's awfully 

dark." 
"How long has this been troubling you?" 
"About three or four weeks." 

" Can you account for it at all ? 
anything, or hearing anything 
mind?" 

Have you been reading 
that has stirred your 

" No, nothing at all ; it came all of a sudden-night after 
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night-so that I couldn't sleep for thinking. Can you account 
for it in any way ? " 

''Yes, I think I can. Does your brother ever pray for 
you?" 

" He has never left off since I left England ; I'm sure of 
that.» 

"Then what you are now feeling is merely the beginning 
of the answer to your brother's prayers. He believes in God. 
He knows God; he has been mentioning your case to God, 
and now the answer is coming ; for the truths of past years 
are coming to the front again. How do you like it?

,, 

" Oh, it's awfully dark, and I am miserable. I can't get 
any light anywhere. My health is beginning to suffer. I have 
no appetite. Can't you help me? " 

" No," said I� " I'm afraid I can't ; it's not so easy to get 
back to God, when you have been going away from Him for 
ten years. You'll have to find your back the best way you 
can, if you ever succeed at all ; and I'm afraid you'll find it 
pretty hard and very difficult. Jesus Christ says, 'I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life ; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me.' You can only get back to God by Him. 
But then you said you could not believe a word in the Bible ; 
and what I just said comes out of the Bible, so that won't 
help you at all." 

" No ; I can't believe that." 

After further talk we parted. A few weeks passed, and I saw 
him coming into the service one night, at a place four or five 
miles from his home. At the close he came up to me, saying, 
"Will you try and help me to-night? I am worse than ever 
and if I don't get help soon, I shall die. I can't sleep, eat, or 
attend to business. It does seem hard." 

" Not hard, my friend, by any means. The Bible says, 
' Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap,' but then, I 
forgot, you can't believe a word in the Bible.» 

" No, I can't believe a word in the Bible ; but can't you 
help me somehow? 

,, 

"No, I don't see how I can. I have no other resource but 
the Bible ; and that's no use to you." 
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" What shall I do. I am all astray. I have got far away 
from God." 

" What did you say just then ? " 
"Why, that I had got far from God, and gone astray alto

gether." 
" Well, I think I could find one line that you could believe 

now. Shall I try ? " 
"Do. I shall be so glad to get one line that I can really 

believe." 
Turning to Isaiah liii. 6, we read together, " All we like 

sheep have gone astray." 
" Is that true ? " said I. 
" Why, yes ; that's true." 
" How do you know it is ? " 
" It describes me. I've gone astray. That's me and no 

mistake. Why there's one line that I can believe. I never 
thought that you'd find a line like that." 

"Well," said I, "you've got what you wanted now
one lt'ne out of the Bt'ble that you can belz''eve-so good night, 
friend." 

" Stop, stop a bit. True, I've got a line that I can believe; 
but it don't seem to do me any good. I'm no better for it. I'm 
just as much in the dark as ever. That line hasn't helped me 
at all." 

" No," said I," it wasn't meant to. It merely states a fact 
that you knew before. It never does help a man to read he's 
'gone astray,' when he knows it already." 

" Would you mind trying another line?" 
" I don't mind trying another, but do you think you ought 

to ? Isn't one enough at a time ? " 
" Well, you see, I don't feel that one line has helped me at 

all; and I'd much like to try a second." 
So again we turned to Isaiah liii. 6, and read the second 

line," We have turned every one to ht's own way." 

" Why that's true, too; you went your way from God-I 
went my way. That line describes us both." 

" Yes, I can believe that line." 

" But, observe," said I, " it is a line and a bit-a little more 
than you expected. So now you have two lines and a bit out
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of the Bible that you can believe, and you know are true. 
Isn't it strange, now ? Just think-out of this Book of God
there are two lines and a bit that you can believe. You never 
expected that, did you ? 

,, 

" No, I never did. It is wonderful that I can believe those 
two lines. But yet, somehow, they don't seem to have done 
me any good. I don't feel any better. I'm just as dark. I 
feel no nearer God." 

" N 0,11 said I, " they are not meant to bring you into the 
light, because they merely describe us two, and we know they 
are true, because they are our experience." 

" Well, would you mind trying the third line ? " 

" I don't mind trying any number, because I can believe all 
the lines in the Bible ; but I wouldn't advise you to try a 
third. You see, two lines and a bit are a good deal for a man 
like you to accept all at once, and I am pretty sure you would 
find the third line one too much. You wouldn't be able to 
believe it." 

" I think I might ; I thinl,c, perhaps, I might." 

" I feel very sure you will not be able to," said. I, "still, if 
you very much wish it, I will let you see it." 

Once more we read together, " And the Lord hath.. laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all. 11 

"There now," said I, " this third line is more than you can 
believe, isn't it ? " 

" Well, yes. I must confess I can't take in that at all. I

can't believe that." 
" I thought you would not be able to. I told you 

that two lz"nes and a bit were all you would manage at one 
time." 

" But how do you account for it that I cannot believe this 
third line ? " 

" I could tell you, but you would not much like me to 
say." 

" I wish you would, for it seems strange that I can believe 
two lines, but not three." 

" Well, then, the reason simply is, that you are the biggest 
fool out. And I can prove it in five minutes, if you like." 
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" I wish you would then, for you are hitting me rather 
hard." 

" Suppose that, instead of this Bible in my hands, I was hold
ing a photograph album, and we were looking at the pictures. 
The first one would be a picture of John M--. Yes, you 
would say, I knew that man well, and it's a capital picture of 
him. The next one, I might say, is that of William H--. 
Do you know him? Yes, you reply, I know him well. Is 
the picture like him? Yes, exactly ; a speaking likeness. 
Now, we will turn over to the third picture. That is Thomas 
N--. Did you ever see him? No, you reply ; I never 
saw him. But I have, I say; and I can vouch for that being 
a first-rate picture. Now the fourth is James B--. Is he 
a stranger to you ? Yes, I never saw him. But, say I, 
I know it is as good a likeness of him as are the others 
that we have looked at. And then you reply, I can't believe 
that those two are a bit like the men you say, because I have 
never seen them, and until I do see them I shall never bring 
myself to believe that those are their pictures, even though 
they are taken by the same artist. Wouldn't you be a fool to 
reason that way?" 

'' Why, certainly I should ; but I have not done that." 
"Yes, you have," I replied ; " I have shown you four pictures 

in that one verse, Isaiah liii. 6. The first one was yourself
which you immediately recognized. The second was mine; 
and that, you said, you recognized also. Those two first lz'nes 
shewed us ourselves. Now the third Hne shews us pla£nly the 
Lord Jesus and God, and you turn round and say, I can't 
believe that third line. What right have you to impugn the 
accuracy of the Holy Spirit, in describing to you the Lord 
Jesus and the living God, when you have seen His accurate 
drawing of us two?" 

"Let me have the whole verse again. I see. I'm a fool 
after all. You are right." 

We read the verse over, and once more I tried to explain to 
him the meaning of the statements in the three lines and 
a bit. 

'' Do you mean to say," said he, "that my safety and life 
depend upon my believing that third line?" 
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" Yes, I do.
,, 

'' Then I'll stake my sole exz"stence, for #me and for eternz"ty, 
on that thz"rd line. I put my finger on -it, and declare that 
I believe that every word of £t -is true." 

Solemnly, we dropped on our knees, and I repeated his 
words to the Lord Jesus. He then followed in humble and 
broken confession of sin, and ere he rose again the light had 
entered his soul. The three lines and a bit had accomplished 
the purpose of God. They had found entrance through the 
door of faith, and he was rejoicing in salvation. 

7. THE INQUISITIVE TALKER will be full of foolish and
vain questions, trying to appear really anxious for informa
tion. The picture is given in I Timothy vi. 4, 5. 

" He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions 
and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil, 
surmisings-supposing that gain is godliness." The Apostle 
then advises, " From such withdraw thyself." There is no 
better plan that we can adopt. 

8. THE SELF-SATISFIED MAN. Many are perfectly satis
fied with themselves, and think they have attained a very 
good average of morality and goodness. This may very likely 
be the case, judged by human standards. But no one is to be 
compared with his neighbour bye-and-bye, and there is no 
such thing as an average attainment which will secure eternal 
life. The self-satisfied is the most difficult to arouse to any 
deep interest. He is listless, inattentive, self-confident, with 
eyes wandering around while conversation is proceeding. 
How can such be aroused ? Some will assume an injured air 
the moment they are approached, as if they were being 
insulted by being conversed with upon spiritual matters. 
Others will, on the other hand, apparently acquiesce with all 
that is being said, in order to avoid any personal and pointed 
question. In my earlier days, when finding out by experience 
how to proceed, I was accustomed frequently to visit a 
crippled man. He had been a hard worker in the foundry, 
and also had been a regular attendant at church. His life 
was one of only average goodness from the human standard, 
and his language had always been very far from being 
proper. However, here he was, confined to his one little 
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room half underground, waited upon most diligently by his 
little wife, both of them being advanced in years. He ex
pressed great satisfaction at being visited and read to, and for 
several weeks I had been doing my best with him, till my 
eyes were rudely opened to his true character, by some 
remarks of the neighbours. Then came the question, how to 
attack his conscience wisely and awaken him. 

The next time I visited him, I offered to read to him, and 
taking out my Testament I read slowly to him the following 
passage:-

" There is none righteous, no, not one ; there is none that 
understandeth ; there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together become un
profitable ; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their 
throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have 
used deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips ; whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness ; their feet are swift to 
shed blood; destruction and misery are in their ways, and 
the way of peace have they not known ; there is no fear of 
God before their eyes" (Romans iii. 10-18). 

" Do you think the Bible is true ? " I asked him. 
" Certainly it is, every word of it." 
"Then is that true of YOU, that I have just read to 

you?" 
"Thank the Lord, no, sir, that is not true of me.>' 
" Then there is something wrong about it. Either it is 

wrong, or you are wrong. I wonder how we can find out. 
Let me read it to you again." 

So I read the passage through to him very slowly, inter
jecting the words," Except me" in every clause. "How does 
that sound to you now ? " 

" That is not right, sir. I cannot put in those words into 
the Bible." 

"Then, as we first read it, it must stand, must it not ? " 
'' Yes, certainly." 
" If so, you are included in the non-righteous-' no, not 

one'?" 
"Yes, I must be." 
"Then there is no hope for you at all, for the statement 
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ho�ds good that none who are impure, or unholy, or have 
come short of the glory of God, shall enter into the Heavenly 
Home." 

Further conversation broke down his self-satisfaction com
pletely, and he found out his utter worthlessness in the sight 
of God, and sought and found the Saviour to meet his 
need. 

Multitudes are depending upon their own efforts and 
attainments to enter the Presence of God. The only standard 
by which any will be measured will be-that of the life of the 
Lord Jesus. Let the Gospels be read, to see what were His 
actions, and motives, and then let the self-satisfied compare 
himself with Christ, to know what the short-comings are. 
The mercy of God is offered those who acknowledge their 
short-comings, and accept the finished work of Christ in their 
behalf, ceasing to rely upon their own efforts. 

9. THE RETICENT INQUIRER is more difficult to deal with.
Emphasize the need for the confession of sin, fully and frankly 
to God. 

" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" ( I John 
i. 9).

" He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ; but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Proverbs 
xx viii. I 3 ). 

This should be followed by urging obedience to James v. 
16: 

" Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed." 

Then will come the confession of Christ, as in Romans 
x.9:

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thy heart that God hath raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved." 

Explain how unconfessed sin must prevent the blessing 
sought being obtained. 

" If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear 
me" (Psalms lxvi. 18). 

Then again, the indulgence in secret sin keeps the Lord out 
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of the heart, for He must have full possession. If such sin be 
not now dealt with solemnly in His Presence, it must be here
after to the sours condemnation. 

"In the day when God shall judge the secrets of the 
men by Jesus Christ, according to my Gospel " (Romans 
ii. I 6). 

cc There is nothing hid which shall not be manifested, 
neither was anything kept secret but that it should come 
abroad.

, 
(Mark iv. 22). 

It may be a favourite pastime, or occupation, or some 
strong friendship, that prevents the soul from surrendering 
fully to the Lord. To any thus hindered, though slow to 
admit it, point out that the Lord Jesus is most tender and 
compassionate, and will not take away anything that He 
knows will cheer or be a help. Exhort the inquirer to 
surrender all to the Lord, and trust Him to give back with 
His own blessing, what He knows will be helpful, and to 
withdraw what He knows will be baneful. 

In conclusion, let us remember the command given by the 
Lord to His disciples (Mark ix. 19), when they had among 
them the lad afflicted with the dumb spirit. 

"BRING HIM UNTO ME." 

This is our great work. As true disciples, may we be 
enabled faithfully and wisely to bring unto the Master all with 
whom we come in contact, that He may speak the word of 
healing, power, and pardoning love, and thus send thousands 
on their way rejoicing. 

10. THE DYING. There are occasions when we are sent
for to visit the dying, who have never heard the Gospel 
clearly, or have rejected it. Great care is needed in approach
ing such, lest we fall into the mistake of trying to soothe 
them, for fear of disturbing them too much. If the end is not 
far off, and there is eagerness to hear, then the main fact to 
bring before the mind is the forgiveness of sins, and the 
readiness of the Lord to receive. A guilty conscience, and an 
awakened mind are quickly helped, and while the heart 
believes, confession with the lips can be made, and the Lord 
will give peace and life. If the dying one is unconcerned, at 
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any cost seek to arouse conviction, and then quickly present 
Christ as the Saviour. God only knows whether the repent
ance is true, or only remorse. In a genuine case, as a rule, 
confession of Christ is made to every one at the bedside, and 
this is good evidence of reality. Very tender, but straight 
words, must be used to lead the dying to Christ, and I have 
found the truth as to the blotting out of sin most useful 
to such. There is much confusion of thought as to the 
meaning of this phrase, and there is a general idea that some
how sin is blotted out from the heart, and conscience, by 
some process analogous to washing. The expression is 
found in Isaiah xliii. 25, and in xliv. 22. Also in Acts iii. 19, 
which is evidently an allusion to the Old Testament texts 
quoted. The word means, "To plaster over, to wipe out, 
to obliterate." Where will the sins be thus treated? Certainly, 
not in the heart, from which they have proceeded : the 
RECORD of them has been kept in the Presence of God in the 
Book of Remembrance, and it is there that the treatment 
must be applied, to be of any value for the sinner. If the 
record is effaced, no accusation is left againstt he sinner, and 
he is clear when he stands in the Presence of the Judge. If 
the record be blotted out, the sense of guilt can be removed 
from the conscience, and fear from the heart. This is what 
the Lord in His mercy offers to do to any one who will receive 
His message. 

An illustration of this is the following:-

A young man, named Ferdinand, lay dying of galloping 
consumption. His end was approaching, but no one had 
been allowed to go near him, to converse with him upon the 
matters of his soul. His mother was a Christian, but he 
stoutly refused to admit to his room any Christian who might 
speak to him. I was asked to go and try to see him. I 
said it was useless to go without his permission, but suggested 
that a large bouquet of roses should be sent down with 
the message that the gentleman from whom the roses came 
would visit him if he wished. The lovely roses brought a 
little of the outside world into his poor, plainly furnished 
room, with its bare whitewashed walls. The moment he 
saw them his eyes sparkled with delight, and he just 
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hugged and enjoyed them for some time. Then he 
gave permission for me to visit him, and, accordingly, I 
went down in the afternoon. The following conversation 
ensued:-

" I'm very ill indeed, and cannot expect to last long." 
" Is there no hope at all ? JI 

"None whatever, I am going fast." 
'' Might I ask you a very personal question ? Is it un

pleasant to be dying? Do you dislike it very much? JI 

"Oh, no, I don't mind. It is not unpleasant to be dying. 
I feel I am going to Heaven." 

"If that feeling is based on some substantial facts, that is 
all right, and I can quite imagine it is pleasant. But tell me 
now, on what is the feeling you are going to Heaven 
based?" 

"Well, I have a sort of feeling like it to-day for the first 
time, and I think it will be all right." 

" May I ask you what kind of a fellow you have been ? 
Have you been what men call religious? Going to church, 
reading the Bible, and praying to God regularly?" 

" Oh, no, I'm not one of that sort at all." 
" Then are you one of the sort that has chucked up 

religion, but been a thoroughly moral, steady fellow, whose 
word could always be relied upon, and who was always 
upright in business and strictly moral ? " 

'' No, I'm not one of that sort, either; I'm one of the 
bad sort. I lie here and I curse all day long, I curse 
God, I curse my mother, I curse my food, I curse my 
bed, I curse everything and everybody, I can't stop cursing 
anyhow." 

"Then, my dear fellow, from your own shewing, you 
have not a chance of going to Heaven. Ferdinand, YOU 
ARE DONE FOR, CLEAN DONE FOR." 

" Oh, please don't say don't say that, don't say that." 

"Yes,· I must say it again to you. You ARE DONE

FOR. Life is gone and it will soon flicker out. You can do 
nothing now. You have not a chance of going to Heaven. 
You wouldn't thank your doctor if he came in now and 
said, 'Hullo, old fellow, you are doing first-rate, you will 
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recover all right,' knowing there was no hope, would you ? 
You would say, 'Don't give me any false hope.' So I am 
not going to give you any false hope on which to die. You 
have not a chance in the world." 

In great agony he raised himself up on his elbows, and 
said, " What shall I do " ? 

"Nothing, Ferdinand, you are done for. You can do 
nothing." 

" What will God do " ? 
"That's a very sensible question, for when a man 1s 

done for, God can do something for him." 
" Tell me, what will God do ? ,

, 

Taking my Bible in my hand I held it open, and said, 
"Suppose you could look into Heaven, and see the Book 
of Remembrance open, I believe you might see column 
after column of your life recorded ; all the words, all the 
actions, all the thoughts. Everything would be down exactly 
as it has happened, and you would have very soon to go 
and face that record before a Holy God." 

" I cannot, I cannot." 
"My dear fellow, you simply must. There is no alterna

tive.i' 
" I tell you I dare not, I dare not." 
" There is no help out of it. You have to face the 

pages with the record of your life, whether you will or 
not." 

'' But it's awful. I simply cannot." 

" Now listen, and I'll tell you what the great Friend of 
Sinners will do for you if you wish it. There is only One 
Person Who has any access to that Book, and that is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Your tears cannot blot out one line. 
Your prayers cannot touch it; only His Hand can, and 
He is able to pass His Hand over that record, and 
in one instant blot out, every line, every word, so 
that not a single trace remains. And what is more, He 
says that if He does that, He will never write down a 
word from memory." Then I read him the words 
from Isaiah xliii. 25 : "' I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not 
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remember thy sins.
, 

I know Him, you do not. If I ask 
Him, I am sure He will do this provided He sees you are 
expecting Him to do it. He will look right into your 
heart to see whether you expect Him to, and if He sees you 
do, He will not delay. Shall I ask Him ? " 

" Ask Him quick, ask Him quick.
,, 

" And you will expect Him to do it while I am 
asking?

,, 

" Yes, I'll expect Him to." 
Taking his hot, wasted hand in mine, I asked the Lord 

to fulfil His promise and to look upon the page where that 
sin-stained life was recorded, and blot it all out ; to efface 
it, so that only a clean white page might remain. 

Then I left him, for he was completely exhausted. The 
next day, when I went up to his room, he held out his 
hand, saying, " He's done it, He

,
s done it." 

"What has He done, Ferdinand?
,, 

" What you said yesterday afternoon. I've forgotten the 
words, but He has done it" 

" When did He do it ? " 
"About three o'clock in the morning, when I got a quiet 

spell from coughing. Mother was asleep, and the lamp 
was out, I said, ' Lord, please do what I need, that the 
visitor said. I have forgotten the words, but You know 
what I mean. Please do it,' and He did. All of a sudden 
I felt a great light come into my heart, and I knew He 
had done it. He won't be angry because I had forgotten 
the words, will He ? He would know what I meant 
all right ? " 

I explained it all again to him, and then said to him, 
"Ferdinand, you told me yesterday you could not stop 
swearing and cursing all day. How often have you cursed 
since three-thirty this morning?" 

"Why, I have not cursed once. How curious. I have 
not had time or wish to do it." 

" What have you been doing instead ? 11 

" I have been blessing God, and thanking Him all the 
time." 

So this poor dying man knew the meaning of sins 
II 
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blotted out by the Lord Jesus, Who has the right to efface 
the whole record of sin, because He has made Himself 
personally responsible to account for it to God's Holy 
Law. In three days' time he passed away, having bad, by 
his own request, his first and last communion. 
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Mr. Soltau reckoned it as a great privilege that, during his 
ministry, he was allowed to lead to Christ, and subsequently 
to baptize, three men who were brought np outside of Christen
dom. One a Jew, one a Heathen, and the third an Agnostic. 
He prepared the following statements and confessions of 
faith to use at their baptisms. 

JACOB BEN--

THIS man was a refugee from Russia, seeking employment 
in Tasmania. He was first attracted by an open air service 
conducted by the members of the Christian Endeavour 
Society of the Mission Church ; he began to come to church, 
and shortly after asked for an English Bible. 

When studying early one morning the light suddenly broke 
upon him whilst reading Daniel ix. 26. " Messiah shall be cut 
off, but not for Himself." This set him thinking : If not for 
Himself, then for whom? And he soon saw it was for the 
sins of the world. 

THE GOSPEL OF CONFESSION. 

With the heart man believeth unto righteousness. 
With the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

I. You were born in Russia, of Jewish parents, brought
up in the Jewish religion, taught to despise the Name of 
Jesus as that of an impostor. Do you now confess that you 
were mistaken in your thoughts about Jesus, and that you 
believe He is the Son of God. 

I Do. 

2. Do you believe that Jesus of Nazareth was begotten
of the Holy Spirit, was the Messiah sent from God, that He 
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made Atonement for sin by offering Himself to God? That 
the shedding of Blood was for the remission of sins ? 

I Do. 

3. Do you believe that God raised Him from the dead,
that He is now ascended to the right Hand of God the 
Father, and that He is the Great High Priest of His 
People? 

I Do. 

4. Do you believe that . He will come again with all
the holy angels in power and great glory, to be the 
Deliverer of His people, Israel, and to take the kingdoms 
of this world according to the Old and New Testament 
Prophets? 

I Do.

5. Do you confess that Jesus of Nazareth is your
Messiah and Saviour ; and do you believe that He has 
pardoned all your sins, given you the new heart, filled with 
the Holy Spirit? 

I Do. 

6. Do you believe that the ordinance of baptism is the
command of the Lord Jesus, and, therefore, do you wish to 
be baptized in His Name, and publicly to confess Him 
before men. 

I Do.

7. Do you take this step in full knowledge of its conse
quences, that you may be hated of your brethren accord
ing to the flesh for His Name's sake, and may suffer 
persecution. 

I Do.

CHARLIE AH 

was a Chinaman, working in a market garden in Laun
ceston, Tasmania, and attending the Bible classes held for 
Chinese. For some considerable time he gave very clear 
testimony of a change of heart, and at length applied for 
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baptism. A number of his own people came to witness the 
ordinance, and were most attentive and reverent during the 
service

J though all of them were still idolaters. 

r. You were born in China, brought up to worship the
gods of your ancestors, to pray to them, to offer incense to 
them, until you came to Australia, when you heard of 
another God, whom the Christians worshipped and loved? 

I W,AS. 

2. You found that the God of the Christians was very
different to the gods of your ancestors, that He was loving, 
righteous, merciful, gracious and forgiving? 

I DID. 

3. You now confess before your countrymen who are
here, and before these Christian people, that you have given 
up for a long time the worship of the heathen gods, because 
they are no gods, they cannot hear, or see, or feel, or 
injure? 

I HAVE. 

4. You further confess to-night that you believe in God
Almighty, Who made heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, Who came to be your Saviour and 
Redeemer, to suffer all that your sins deserve, to love you, 
change your heart, forgive you, and give you everlasting 
life? 

I Do. 

5. And now you confess that you believe it is for the
glory of God, and of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should 
publicly acknowledge, in baptism, your faith in Him, and 
follow the practice of the early Christians ? 

I Do. 

In the ordinance of baptism you go down into and under 
the water, and for a moment you are buried and then raised 
again, to shew forth to those who witness it, that you are 
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in the sight of God only a poor dead man, fit to be buried, 
and that Jesus Christ has made you alive by giving you a 
new life, which can never die or sin. 

M. T---

was a Japanese gentleman, who went to the United States 
to study and graduate at Princeton, N.J. He was, at one 
time, living in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he attended some Bible 
classes that I was holding in a private house, and becoming 
deeply interested, asked for a class to be held for Japanese 
only, at which they might ask questions. This led him, in 
course of time, to decide wholly for Christ, and two years 
afterwards he sought baptism. His confession of faith was 
as follows :-

I. You were born in Japan, and your parents had been
accustomed to worship their ancestors, knowing nothing of 
the true God. You, as you grew up, became a sceptic with 
regard to their faith, and believed rather in evolution, and 
what is known as Darwinism, and the Spencerian theory of 
the origin of life ? 

I DID. 

2. You came to this country in quest of further educa
ti x1, and were brought in touch with Christian people, both 
from your own country and from America. You saw in 
their lives a power of love that was absent from any 
other system of religion, or creed, and this set you 
enquiring as to whence came this love: for behind that 
love there must be, you thought, a Person, and you sought 
for that Person ? 

THAT Is So. 

3. You were led to read the Bible, the story of Jesus the
Son of God, especially the Gospel of St. John, and as you 
read and listened you were able to believe that there must 
be ONE BEING from Whom this love in its power came? 

I WAS. 
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4. Further, you were led to seek and find that the Lord
Jesus Christ was the Son of God, your Saviour, and in Him 
you trusted, believing He had died for you, when He died 
for the world. Yielding yourself to Him, you found His 
love was a FACT, and he saved you? 

THIS WAS So. 

5. You now desire to confess Him before your fellow
Christians in the ordinance of baptism, following the 
practice of the early Church, and seeking to honour and 
obey His Holy Will. 

I Do. 

Gowan■ Bro■,, Pri0ter1, sa, Patcrnoeter Row, E.C. 
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