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Preratorp note. 

The following pages make no claim to be a " Memoir " in the 
ordinary sense. They are simply a brief record of some of the 
outstanding features of a godly and devoted life, and of a. unique 
and honoured ministry, which extended over a period of thirty 
years in many parts of the world. Its full value is known to God 
alone; its full results and reward will be manifested in the day of 
Christ's judgment seat, but its savour and example are with us for 
our encouragement, according to the word "Whose faith follow." 

JAMES CAMPBELL was one of a band of men raised up by God 
from lowly life, to do a special and definite work for Him, at a time 
when He was hastening His work, giving fresh light on His Word, 
and leading His people on in a path and by a way which they had 
not known. For this work, they were educated in God"s own ichool1

and had to learn and" buy the truth" they were to teach to others 
at some cost, amid many adversaries. This gave it power and value 
in their own souls, as the very Word of the Eternal, a.nd enabled 
them to speak it with authority as the "oracles of God," against 
which there is no appeal. 

Vital godliness of life, rather than brilliancy of gift, characterised 
the servant of Christ whose course is here traced, with an intense 
devotion to the work to which the Lord had called him; a faithful 
and fearless testimony of the truth ; an utter disregard of earthly 
things, a hatred of human praise, never exalting himself or advertising 
his work, but going steadily on, his one object to please God and 
fulfil the ministry committed to his trust. He was marvellously 
used in conversions, and in leading fellow-belleveni into a closer 
walk with God, and wherever he laboured, assemblies of Christians, 
meeting according to the pattern set forth in the Word, iprang up. 
:May the Lord who has taken James Campbell to be with Himielf, 
raise up and thrust forth many young men to live for God, and 
preach His Word as he did. 

The work of compiling and threading together that which has 
been supplied by intimate friends and fellow-labourers, has been a 
labour of love indeed, and having respect to the very decided and 
expressed thoughts of our brother, no magnification of the man or llis 
work has been introduced, simply a record of God's abounding grace 
in and through an earthen vessel yielded to God, who ui.eth the weak 
things of earth to confound the mighty. May the Lo�d use the 
simple record in blessing to many, and for His own praise, to whom 
be glory in the church, now and for eYer. J. R. 
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Introduction. 

WRiTER in the beginning .of last century, 
described the itinerant preacher of God's 
Gospel, in 'the following �tirring words :
" Let this type of the missionary stand, that 
he is a man without a purse, without a scrip, 
without a change of raiment, without a 

staff, without the care of making friends or keeping friends, 
without the hope or desire of worldly goods, without the 
apprehension of worldly loss, without the care of life, 
without the fear of death; of no rank, of no country, of no 
condition ; a man of one thought, the Gospel of Christ ; 
a man of one purpose, the glory of God ; a fool, and content 
to be a fool for· Christ ; a madman, and content to be 
reckoned a madman for Christ. Let him be enthusiast, 
fanati�, babbler, or any other outlandish nondescript the 
world may choose to denominate him: But still let him be 
a nondescript, a man that cannot be classed under any· of 
their categories, or defined by any of their convenient or 
conventional names." 

" The standard is a high one, and suiteth not an easy 
and prudential age, and we that are bred in peaceful places 
may stumble at it, and some of our self�sufficient spirits 
may scoff at it. But our fathers held it in reputation when 
they suffered the loss of all things, and counted them but 
as dung that they might win Christ." 

Whether this high ideal of the Lord's messenger, who 
goes forth in His Name bearing His Gospel, which is the 
power of God unto salvation, to the sons of men, will ever 
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be realised in this highly-cultured and luxury-loving age, 
may be questioned; it may even be denied as ever being 
intended to so be ; as a matter of fact, it is little sought 
after even among such as give themselves and their time 
to the evangelisation of the world. 

The subject of the following brief record, approximated 
to it in a measure we have never seen excelled and seldom 
equalled, and although he would have been the last man on 
earth to lay claim to any degree of self-abandonment beyond 
his brethren and fellow-labourers in the Gospel, those who 
knew him most intimately, and were most familiar with 
his ways, bear testimony to the utter disregard of earthly 
things which through grace characterised his life, and the 
steadfast purpose of his faith all along the course he was 
enabled to run, to" count all things loss" for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord, whose claims he 
recognised, to '' possess His own possession,'' purchased by 
His own blood, spirit, soul, and body, with all he was and 
had, to be no longer used for self or the world, but for God 
and Eternity. The words from which Donald Munro, his 
friend and fellow-labourer of many years, spoke to the 
company around his open grave in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
W. Somerville, Mass., as they laid his body to rest, aptly
describe the departed servant of the Lord, his character
and his work. "For he was a good man, and full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith, and much people was added unto
the Lord'' (Acts xi. 24).



conutrslon a1ul €a rip Spiritual £If t. 

AMES CAMPBELL was born in Scotland in 
the year r84r, and fifteen years later, his 
father and family removed from the 
shipbuilding village of Govan, on the Clyde, 
to J arrow-on-Tyne, where James was 
apprenticed to the iron shipbuilding trade in 

the works of Charles Mark Palmer, from which ships of all 
sorts and sizes have been sent forth to almost every part of 
the world. And " Palmer's Yard " has been conspicuous in 
being the second birthplace of not a few of the children of 
God, who have gone forth to live for Christ and spread the 
savour of His Name on near and distant shores. Regarding 
the early years of James Campbell's life, little need be said, 
further than that, as he often testified, they were" without 
God in the world." After passing through parlous stages of 
conviction and religious thought, he joined the Presbyterian 
Church, and was regarded as an earnest " worker " in 
connection with that body, which he truly was, but, as he 
afterwards said, "It was a religion without Christ," having 
as its object the obtaining of salvation by " works of 
righteousness" which he had done. The year 1867, found 
him a young man of twenty-six, religious and earnest in 
world-reforming schemes, but not "born again." A question 
put to him by a Christian, "Are you saved?" stirred him 
up to think, and soon after he was brought to Christ. The 
simple story of this great event, is told in his own words on 
a sheet of paper found after his death. 
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Cbt Storp or mp Conutrston. 

" From my earliest days I heard about Jesus, and was 
taught to read the Bible and reverence it, and to pray to 
God in Jesus' Name. But I grew up careless and indifferent, 
not knowing the danger I was in, nor feeling my need (I 
might say) of God's salvation. 

"When I was about twenty six years of age I felt 
unwell; my strength seemed to leave me. I began to think 
that perhaps I was going to die, and asked myself if I should 
die what would become of me? Where would I go? I 
knew I was a sinner, that I had sinned against God and 
that I was not fit for heaven; still I did not think I was bad 
enough to be sent to hell. 

"Then I began to pray in earnest to God, and to improve 
myself as best I could, going regularly to church and to 
prayer meetings, and trying in every way I could think of 
to do better, and to gain God's �avour. All this, however� 
did not bring me peace, nor give me the assurance of pardon 
and salvation. 

" Still I kept on, until September 15th, 1868. That-night 
it seemed to me that I must get saved, if there was any 
salvation for me. So I went to my room, and prayed and 
read my Bible, until I was quite wearied out. I put out 
the light and lay down in bed, and said to myself, ' Here I 
am after all my efforts, no nearer salvation than ever. If 
God Himself does not save me I must perish, for I can do 
nothing more. And no one can do anything for me ; I am 
undone.' 

"Just at that moment, the work that Jesus did on the 
Cross came up before my mind, and I saw that He died for 
me, that He was lifted up on the Cross for my sake-He 
died that I might live. God in love to my soul had given 
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Him, as we read in John iii. r6, and rest and peace and joy 
were mine. The love of God was poured into my heart by 
the Holy Spirit, and fear of wrath and coming judgment 
fled. Sin, death, and hell were now behind me, and light, 
life, and heaven were mine. 

"Yes, my heaven began at that moment, and I wished 
I could stand so high that I could speak to all the world at 
once and tell them of Jesus, the ever-glorious One, who 
stooped from heaven's highest throne, to the shameful, 
accursed death of the Cross, in love to our souls. 

"Thirty-four years have passed and gone since that 
memorable night, and still I rejoice as I look back to the 
time when I first tasted the joys of God, and started for the 
heavenly land; and I praise His Name for all the 
unnumbered blessings on the way. Language fails to 
express His goodness along my pilgrim path." 

Oh, love unchanging, love sublime! 
Not all the hosts above 

Can reach the height, or sound the depth 

Of God's eternal lov:e. 

This wondrous love enf
o

lds the world ; 

It fills the realms above; 

'Tis boundless as eternity, 

0, praise the God of love. 

It was not so common in those days as it is now, to hear 
Christians speaking with definiteness and certainty of their 
conversion to God. There was little clear or distinct 
teaching on such subjects, and the result was with many, 
that soon the early warmth of conversion's joyful time was 
lost, and the brightness of the once fine gold became dim. 
Spiritual life must be nourished, if it is to be maintained 
in health and vigour, and the newborn babe must be fed 
on the pure milk of the Word {I Pet. ii. 2), in order to "grow" 
and become "strong" in the Lord. 
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Whether the young believer was feeling the lack of 
" pastures green " in his Presbyterian surroundings, or 
whether he was drawn to where there was a more spiritual 
warmth and activity, we cannot tell, but some two years 
after his conversion, we find him of ten in Sunderland, 
under the ministry of the late Arthµr Augustus Rees, whose 
sound and spiritual expositions of the Word, drew many of 
the Lord's people to Bethesda Chapel, where this servant 
of Christ preached, and where a large congregation of 
believers gathered without any distinctive name, of which 
Mr Rees was the recognised pastor. In 1871, Donald Ross, 
of Aberdeen, a fellow-labourer of the late Duncan Matheson, 
and formerly superintendent of the North East Coast 
Mission, a servant of God well known in the North of 
Scotland as a faithful and honoured Gospeller and soul
winner, came to Sunderland, to preach in Mr Rees' chapel. 
As this visit, in the good providence of God, was destined 
to be an epoch of great importance in the spiritual history 
of James Campbell, and to have as one of its results the 
formation of a link of spiritual friendship which continued 
through his whole life, and had very much to do in shaping 
his course and preparing him for the ministry to which God 
was about to call him, it may be well here to give a brief 
account of Mr Ross and his ministry. It has been often 
remarked that some men "leave their impression" so 
deeply on their hearers, that they bear the character of the 
ministry they have been accustomed to in the early years 
of spiritual life all along their course, and this was peculiarly 
so in the case of James Campbell. He thankfully 
acknowledged to the last how much, under God, he was 
indebted to his "beloved brother, Donald Ross," who was 
at that time the honoured instrument in leading him into 
the fu)l light and liberty of the Gospel, and in giving him 
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such a grip of the truth of his place and portion in Christ 
as revealed in the Word, as set him firmly on his feet, and 
gave him such a longing desire to see others saved, that he 
never lost the savour of it. 

After the mighty work of grace which swept over the 
North of Scotland, especially around the villages on the 
East Coast, Mr. Ross had his attention directed to the need 
of the inland parishes, and in order to be at liberty to reach 
them with the Gospel, he severed his connection with the 
"North-East Coast Mission," and formed "The Northern 
Evangelistic Society," of which he became superintendent, 
and in which he was joined by most of the missionaries 
who had been workers in the Coast Mission. The Lord 
began to work mightily among the inland towns and 
villages, and souls were saved in every place. The opposition 
was intense, especially of the churches, and particularly the 
ministers and office-bearers of the Free Church of Scotland, 
including some who had been faithful preachers and 
honoured soul-winners during the '59 Revival, but whose 
prejudice and sectarian bitterness blinded them to the 
work God was doing outside their own "Zion." Mr. Ross 
had for many years been a member and office-bearer in the 
Free Church, but for some time had ceased to attend the 
half-yearly Sacrament, owing to the presence of so many 
openly unconverted communicants, many of them bitter 
opponents of and scoffers at the work of God. Thus, God 
was opening his servant's eyes to see the evil of unhallowed 
association with the unconverted, and leading him on step 
by step toward a path of closer conformity to His Word. 
At the time of his visit to Sunderland, Mr. Ross was so far 
exercised regarding the way of the Lord in carrying on His 
work that he had dissolved the " Society " of which he was 
nominally the leader, in order that each of his fellow-
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labourers in the Gospel might be guided in their service by 
the Lord alone, and dependent upon Him for the supply of 
all their needs. A few believers had begun to gather in the 
Lord's Name alone, outside of all denominations, in the city 
of Aberdeen, and several places throughout the North of 
Scotland, but separation in full measure, as set forth in the 
Word of God, from worldly religion and sectarian division, 
was not then apprehended as soon after it came to be. This 
accounts for Mr. Ross and others of "The Northern 
Evangelists" of that time, preaching in chapels and such 
like, where they could do so unfettered, a privilege that was 
very soon denied them, for there is not a church or chapel 
in Christendom, in which for any length of time the preaching 
of the whole counsel of God will be tolerated, simply because 
it would, if acted upon, overturn all man's order and 
arrangements, and abolish most of the fabric by means of 
which the " cause " is held together. 



6osptl Work In Jarrow. 

AMES CAMPBELL heard of the Scotch 
evangelist being in Sunderland, and went 
along to his meetings. There the Lord met 
and greatly blessed him. The arousing 
messages to the unconverted, the tremendous 
exposure of a "religion without Christ," 

the intense reality of eternal things as they were proclaimed 
in the power of the Spirit of God, not only laid hold of 
sinners and made them tremble, but burnt themselves in on 
the children of God in such a way as made them living 
realities, in such a measure as they had never been before. 
Thus, in a genuine work of God, believers are always stirred 
up, restored and revived in soul, and made to long and 
labour for the conversion of others, as surely as the lost are 
saved. And thus it was in the experience of James Campbell 

at this time. He was greatly exercised about the condition 
of J arrow, in which there were thousands of careless and 
godless sinners, to whom no warning note was sounded, or 
plain and pointed Gospel message, such as the people of 
Sunderland were hearing, ever came. He made it a matter 
of prayer to God, that if it was His will, His servant, Donald 
Ross, might be sent to "sound the alarm" in Jarrow, and 
�t the same time held himself in readiness as much as in 
him was, to help, by his personal efforts and substance, the 
furtherance of the Gospel through God's servant. He 
mentioned the matter to Mr. Ross, who, in turn, laid it 
before the Lord, and the result was, that an old disused 
theatre, which had served the devil's purpose as a gathering 
place for careless sinners, was hired by James Campbell 
and paid for out of his own pocket, and Donald Ross came 
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along and began to preach Christ and Him crucified therein, 
his first meeting being on Monday, 2nd August, 187r. 
From the first, there was power with the Word spoken; 
sinners were awakened, arrested, and converted. The 
whole town was stirred ; many careless men in the shipyards 
were turned to the Lord, and took their stand boldly and 
decidedly on His side and with His people. Nor was it 
only the careless and indifferent that were reached. Many 
who had a religion without Christ were laid hold of, stripped 
of their " rags," and brought to the Lord. James M'Gregor 
-. whose testimony has been well known in }arrow from 
that time till now-was among the latter class. He was 
invited by James Campbell to attend the meetings. He 
had for five years been troubled about his soul, and to use 
own words, "full of religion, but not born again." Soon 
he came into personal contact with Mr. Ross, who after 
hearing him relate his religious experience, said, in his 
ordinary, solemn, and straightforward manner, '' James, 
if that is all you have, you may consider yourself on the 
road to hell." The Lord carried that word of His servant 
home, and James M'Gregor had no rest or peace, until he 
was led to" Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world" (John i. 29), which he did on August 15th, 
and was then and there born of God. He was the first
fruits of that remarkable awakening, the first to be born of 
God in J arrow at that time. The work was carried on with 
great blessing for many weeks, and many were turned to 
the Lord. Some remarkable scenes were witnessed in that 
old theatre. Worldly people, bringing their opera glasses, 
came and were "stormed" by the preaching of judgment 
to come. Helpers were raised up to feed the lambs, and lead 
on in the truth those who had been converted. It was at 
this time that a godly and earnest young man, a ship 
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carpenter, belonging to Aberdeen, who had been led out in 
the Lord's work as an evangelist, came along to help in the 
meetings in }arrow, JAMES W. SMITH, between whom and 
J runes Campbell the first links of a fellowship were then 
formed, which developed into the closer bond of " fellow
labourers in the Gospel," and continued for many years; 
with such results as the coming day of Christ will alone 
fully reveal. Other towns on the Tyneside were at the same 
time sharing the blessing, large and fruitful meetings being 
held in Consett by Donald Munro and John Smith, in 
Newcastle and Hexham by John M. Campbell, in South 
Shields by John M'Gaw, while Easton and Rochester of 
Gateshead al�o helped in these places, with "signs following" 
in conversions and the accompanying opposition of the 
,�orld stirred up by Satan everywhere. It was truly a 
wonderful time !

James Campbell found plenty of happy work in seeking 
to help and encourage the young believers. He bought -
large quantities of tracts, divided the town into districts, 
and set them all to wor�. Bible Readings were held, and 
many profitable and happy seas6ns were spent over the 
Word of God and in prayer, while all were encouraged to 
testify for Christ in the open air, and personally to com
panions and fellow-workers in the shipyards. Previous to 
this t4'ne, he had been feeble in health, but after an attack 
of smallpox, his strength was wonderfully renewed, and his 
tongue loosed to preach the Gospel, which he continued to 
do from that time onward with growing liberty, power, and 
blessing. 

Tract distribution and personal dealing with men about 
their salvation were the principal means adopted to reach 
the people in these times ; there was less public preaching 
than earnest personal effort. Neighbours, shopmates, and 

9 
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in fact everybody who could be got hold of, were dealt 
with; tracts distributed in trains and on the streets, banners 
and boards carried with texts and warning words, and the 
pointed question-" Is your soul saved?" asked without 
apology or hesitation, and God marvellously blessed His 
Word and saved a great number. 



Stparattou and Gatbtrtug to tbt £ord. 

OR some time previous to Mr. Ross's visit, Mr. 
_Campbell had been going to remember the 
Lord's death in the breaking of bread, with 
the believers assembling in Bethesda Chapel, 
Sunderland, under the ministry of Mr. Rees. 
This company of Christians, although much 

in advance of the denominations around them, in their 
spiritual condition, in all the membership being professedly 
saved persons, and in their observance of the Lord's Supper 
every :first day of the week, were not gathered in the full 
recognition of the common priesthood of all believers, 
guided by the Spirit in their meetings for worship, but 
under the presidency of their gifted and able minister, who 
believed he was called to assume that place in the church. 
As James Campbell and others in J arrow continued to read 
the Word of God, and to have its teaching opened up to 
them by the Spirit, they saw it to be their privilege, as 
believers in the Lord Jesus, to assemble as such in His 
Name alone, according to Matthew xviii. 20, with Himself 
in their midst, the Spirit of God as their guide, and the 
written Word as their only rule and standard. They were 
not aware at the time, of a single company of believers thus 
gathering, but assured from the Word that it was the 
Lord's way and that He was all-sufficient for all their need, 
they went forward in the path of obedience as it was opened 
to them. On a Lord's Day in November, I87r, for the first 
time in J arrow, the table of the Lord was spread in the 
simplicity of early times, as set forth in the Word, and a 
company of "born again" Chris�ians came together as 
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such, in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ alone, outside 
of all denominations, to worship God by the Spirit (Phil. 
iii. 3, R.v.}, and keep the feast according to the Scripture
pattern (Acts xx. 7 ; I Cor. xi. 23-36). "This," as brother
Campbell frequently said, speaking of it in after years,
" was the first meeting of believers in the Name of the
Lord Jesus only we had ever seen, and it was a beautiful
sight to us indeed. We had never heard of such a meeting
until we saw it with our own eyes." The constitution and
arrangement was very simple. All who were received had
to give a clear and definite account of their conversion, and
to tell that they were prepared to follow the Lord as His
Word alone would lead them. They knew very little, but
were all willing to learn, and ready to obey whatever the
Lord might teach them from His Word, and in this condition
they were led on little by little along the path of obedience.
Up .. to this time none of them had been baptised as believers,
but when this truth was discovered in the Scriptures as
being part of the Lord's will for His people, they joyfully
yielded obedience to it. Believer's baptism was not in
these days set before God's people as a hard and fast
"command" or ordinance without meaning, but as the
t.ymbol of death and resurrection with Christ, the setting
aside of the flesh and separation from the world to God.
This was what caused such intense opposition to it from the
religious world. Fifteen believers-of whom James
Campbell was one-were immersed by Mr. Ross in February,
1872, and the work of the Gospel, the conversion of sinners,
and the separation and gathering together of believers went
on with continued power and blessing. Assemblies of the
same character sprang up in many other places on Tyneside,
and continue to the present day. During all this time,
James Campbell was working daily in the shipyard and
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preaching every night-an honourable and commendable 
habit, which most of those who have been called and fitted 
by the Lord to give their whole time and strength to pioneer 
evangelistic work have excelled and proved themselves in 
first, before receiving the definite and manifest call of the 
Lord to give themselves wholly to His service. If one has 
a heart for the Lord's work, and ability to do it, he does not 
require to wait for an official recognition, much less for a 
human appointment to preach. There is a sphere of labour 
close to every Christian's hand, and when it is filled in a 
way worthy of God, and with His seal of approval, wider 
and larger fields will soon open before him. Let young 
men begin to testify for the Lord " at home," in the streets 
and lanes of the town or village where they earn their daily 
bread, then, if they prove themselves faithful in that which 
is least, the Master will entrust to them higher stewardships. 
But if it be simply a desire to " preach," to go abroad as 
"a missionary" or out as "an evangelist," and thus to 
escape the toil for daily bread by the sweat of the brow, it 
will come to nought, and become a stumbling-block to 
others and a dishonour to God, as alas ! has been too often 
seen. 

The Lord has His own ways of separating His servants 
for the work to which He has appointed them, and not two 
are perhaps wholly alike. It came to James Campbell in 
the following way: Previous to his conversion, and for 
sometime after, before his eyes were opened to the evil of 
the unequal yoke with the unconverted, he was an active 
member of the Trades' Union, and connected with Co-opera
tive and other Friendly Societies. When the Word of the 
Lord came to him in power-" Be not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers" (2 Cor. vi. 14), he at once severed 
his connection with all these, and cast himself on the Lord 
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for guidance as to his future path. In these days, and still, 
it is a crisis of no little importance to a working man, to act 
upon this plain commandment of the Lord, for it involves 
in many cases the loss of his employment, or a refusal on 
the part of " Society " workmen to have him on the same 

" job." This was how James Campbell found it. The 
workers in the shipyard, realising that it was a matter of 
conscience with him, offered, in consequence of his former 
services to the cause, to make him an " honorary " member, 
freeing him from fees, attendance at Society meetings, and 
such like, if he would allow his name to remain on their lis� 
of membership. But the Word of the Lord had got too 
firm a grip of him for that. He would have " no fellowship," 
and the result was, that immediately on his withdrawal from 
the "Society," the workers threatened to " strike." Rather 
than be the cause of trouble, he quietly withdrew from the 
yard and went forth committing his way unto the Lord, 
assured that He would not suffer him to lack any good 
thing. In his last visit to J arrow, shortly before he crossed 
the Atlantic for the last time, he referred to this crisis, as an 
·encouragement to fellow-believers to trust the Lord and
keep His way, remarking, " He will never be any man's
debtor. If we make it our first business to live for God, He
will see that we are cared for and lack no good thing."

A remarkable trait of the grace of God in his character
was his unselfishness. So fully did his heart respond to
the grace of God, who gave "His only begotten Son" for
him, that he deemed it the greatest privilege, to give all that
he had to the Lord and His people. At the time of his
conversion he was possessed of considerable means_ ·and
some property, but it was all joyfully and cheerfully turned
into the" currency of heaven," and used for God. He had
some right, therefore, to speak, as he often did, of the sin
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of Christians hoarding earthly treasure, and seeking after 
earthly gain. With him it was an inwrought conviction, 
and he practised it all along his Christian life, to hold 
himself with ALL that he had for God. In the last Conference 
he ever attended at Jarrow, he was guided by the Lord to 
speak on this subject, and he said-" When I was first 
saved, I was engaged in J arrow shipyard, earning a good 
wage. I commenced to give ten shillings a week to the 
Lord, but the lesson of the Cross came to me with more 
power and I had to increase it to one pound, then to two 
pounds for the same reason, and then I felt constrained to 
give all I got, except what provided my household 
necessities. At last, I had to give my whole self to the 
Lord, and now He keeps me and enables me to give more 
away than ever." And this he truly did. What he received 
from the Lord through His people, he passed on to others, 
accounting Himself a steward rather than an owner of that 
which was given to him. In common with all true men his 
faith was sometimes tried, and he was allowed to "run 
low," even to be in want, but no one ever heard of it, 
except God, until long after the day of trial was over. and 
then it was told to magnify the faithfulness of God who 
tries but never fails His trusting saints. The path to which 
the Lord was calling him was one in which faith alone 
could sustain him, and this first lesson of yielding up all 
to God was part of the necessary preparation for it. 



Jtrst �tstt to Jlmtrica. 

��miEIN G now free from his daily employment 

I
through the circumstances as already given, 

· he had a longing desire to visit some relatives
in Canada, in order that he might preach
Christ and His salvation to them. It is
according to the will of God that His servants

should begin their testimony among their own kith and 
kindred, before going further afield to seek the salvation of 
others. This we learn from the Lord's word to Legion of 
Gadara, after He had delivered him from the power of the 
devil and had taught him as a disciple sitting at his feet. 
"Go home to thy FRIENDS and tell them what great things 
the Lord hath done for thee" (Mark v. rg). This was_the 
desire of James Campbell, and,.:.feeling assured he had the 
hand of the Lord guiding him, he took ship and crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean in the Spring of r872. It is wonderful what 
widespreading and eternal results accrue from the unknown 
and unnoticed service of a Christian in the guidance of the 
Spirit of God! Philip, led to the Gaza desert, meets the 
awakened and anxious Ethiopian eunech, and leads him 
to ._the Saviour! Paul and Silas, hindered by the Spirit 
from going to· Bithynia and called by the Lord to go to 
Macedonia, find Lydia whose heart the Lord opened, ready 
to __ give heed to: their message and receive the salvation 
they proclaimed! Thus and then the Church at Philippi 
was begun, and Europe's first converts were won. 

No doubt the same Lord, who worketh all things after 
the counsel of His own will, was leading His servant from 
the happy scenes of Gospel labour and ingathering on the 
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Tyne, and from the newly formed assembly of saints in 
Jarrow, in which he had seen and proved the faithfulness 
of the Lord and His all-sufficiency" in the midst" of those 
who keep His way by gathering unto His Name alone, 
apart from worldly religion and without a humanly 
appointed minister, to a new sphere of service for His Name, 
in which, through him and others linked in bonds of godly 
and lifelong fellowship, great things were to be done. 

The year previous to this, Donald Munro had crossed 
the Atlantic on a visit to relatives in Canada, and the Lord 
bad saved most of them, and quite a number of others in 
Parkhill, Forest, and Lake Shore, Ontario. John Gill had 
gone to Boston, Mass., and now James Gampbell was led by 
the Lord, to the city of St. Louis, Mo. In all these places 
God used His servants to the conversion of souls, so that 
these visits, which had been by them only intended to be 
brief, were lengthened out to many months, throughout 
which God did a great work which proved to be but the 
nucleus of a mighty movement of grace which continues 
throughout the United States and Canada to the present 
day. First in St. Louis, Mo., then in St. Charles, Minn., 
sinners were saved, and after they were saved, taught the 
truth of baptism, separation, and gathering in the Lord's 
Name, by Brother Campbell, as he had himself learned them 
from the Word of God. It is a great privilege for the servant 
of Christ to be free from human restrictions and ecclesiastical 
restraints, as, alas! many true servants are not-to declare 
" the whole counsel of God," the whole of " the faith once 
for all delivered to the saints," and to be in a position to 
yield obedience thereto. Had James Campbell, on arriving 
in a "strange land," sought the patronage of some 
denominational minister, or begun to preach in some 
"church" or "chapel" where he would not have had the 
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full liberty of speaking all that the Lord gave him, and that 
both saints and sinners needed, how different the results 
would have been! As it was, he had the joy not only of 
seeing some of his relatives and others to whom his message 
came with power, turned to the Lord, truly converted and 
living for God, but of leaving behind in both these places 
an assembly of "born again" believers, gathered unto the 
Name of the Lord Jesus, according to the pattern given in 
the Word, and exactly the same in character as he had 
seen and shared in J arrow-on-Tyne, and these were amongst 
the earliest, if not actually the first assemblies of believers 
thus gathered in simplicity according to the Word, separate 
from heterodox teaching and careless practice on the one 
hand, and unscriptural exclusiveness on the other, in the 
United States. Mr Munro saw the Lord's hand in a similar 
manner in Canada, where assemblies sprang up after the 
same fashion, and there likewise the work has mightily 
grown and continues in full vigour with many labourers and 
helpers until the present time. Praise be to God. It is not 
our purpose here to give a continuous account of how the 
movement, thus so simply begun, spread from city to city, 
and from village to village, and how other labourers were 
thrust forth from the old country to pioneer and open up 
this vast and needy field; how Mr. Campbell's friend and 
fellow-labourer of Jarrow days, Mr Donald Ross, was led 
out first on a visit and afterwards permanently to preach 
and teach Jesus Christ in the States, what great things the 
Lord wrought, and how young and active Gospellers, godly 
and gifted teachers and helpers, have been raised up to 
carry on the work. It is a remarkable story of grace, simply 
told in the recently issued Memoir of Donalt!, Ross,* edited 
by his son, and to be fully made known to the glory of the 

*Published by John Ritchie, Kllmarnock1 Scotland 2a M, or GO Cents, Post Free.
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grace that began, continued, and will complete it, on the 
day of Christ's judgment seat. Meanwhile we shall follow 
the steps and trace the silver line of grace along the path 
in which the subject of this memoir was led in his service 
for the Lord who had greater things awaiting His servant. 



JtllOW0 £abourtrs tu tbt £Ord. (IJ NE of the fruits of James Campbell's Gospel 

I 
labours in St. Charles, Minnesota, was John 
Boal, a Presbyterian elder, who had been 

_ 7J'. stripped of his religion and brought as a 
confessedly lost and guilty sinner to Christ. 
No sooner had he tasted of the sweetness of 

saving grace, than he longed for his friends and kindred to 
share the same blessing. His thoughts turned to the North 
of Ireland, to which he belonged, and where he had relatives 
living at Ballymaconachy, near to the city of Belfast. He 
greatly desired that they should hear the same truths 
which had been used to show to him the need of conversion, 
and the Gospel by which he had been saved and assured of 
that salvation. He induced Mr. Campbell to go with him, 
and visit them there, which he did, and was joined by James 
W. Smith who, in the good will of God, was to be yoked in
the fellowship of the Gospel with him for many days to
come. Little beginnings and unarranged meetings such as
these often break forth into a wondrous flow of grace.
JAMES W. SMITH was one of a band of young men who
soon after their conversion were brought under the ministry
of Donald Ross, in the city of Aberdeen. They were
encouraged in their early service for the Lord by this earnest
and honoured Gospeller, whose example and godly influence
they all acknowledge left an abiding impression upon them,
and undoubtedly gave a character and tone to their ministry
in after years. Of this little group, James W. Smith and
John Smith (now of Cleveland, Ohio) were close companions.
They were not related by natural kinship, although of the
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same name, but they were brothers in the Lord and true 
yoke-fellows in His happy and honourable service, testifying 
on the streets of Aberdeen and in the outlying villages 
together the Gospel of the grace of God. This small begin
ning in the Lord's work developed into a burning desire to 
give themselves fully to the service of spreading the Gospel, 
which in due time, having proved themselves in the smaller 
sphere, the Lord fulfilled and led them forth to do the 
work of an evangelist, crowning their labours with many 
souls. Throughout Aberdeenshire and the North they 
preached and laboured together for several years, and 
then were guided to the Tyneside where they formed the 
acquaintance of the subject of this memoir. The three 
were much alike in spirit, all decided and devoted followers 
of the Lord, and faithful and fearless witnesses to His 
saving power and righteous judgment. Those, whose love 
of things was of a milder and softer order, frequently spoke 
of them as "iron men," and such undoubtedly they were, 
holding fast with a firm grasp all the truth that God had 
taught them, and giving it out to saint and sinner with no 
uncertain sound. The main characteristics of their ministry 
may be summed up as follows: A clear and certain 
testimony to the absolute ruin and utter helplessness of fallen 
man, the need of being born again, the certainty of judgment 
to come and of eternal wrath upon all the unconverted. 
The hypocrisy and uselessness of a religion without Christ, 
the doom of ministers and members of churches who live 
and die unconverted, and the certain and eternal punish
ment of every Christless sinner no matter who, or what his 
position or profession. These great fundamental truths 
they saw the necessity of constantly proclaiming to sinners, 
and they did proclaim them fully and plainly with unbated 
breath, sometimes in such convicting power of the Holy 



30 Fellow-Labourers in the Lord. 

Ghost that men and women had either to yield or harden 
their hearts against the truth, becoming scoffers and 
persecutors. This is as it was of old. When the truth was 
preached on the Pentecostal day, men cried out: What must 
we do? and yielded to the Saviour (Acts ii. 39-4r), while 
others, under the same message, cut to the heart, rejected 
Him and killed the preacher (Acts vii. 5r-54), and such in 
great or less degree will ever be the results of faithful 
testimony to the truth of God. The love of God to sinners, 
the finished and accepted work of Christ, the freeness and 
fulness of the Gospel, the certainty and present enjoyment 
of salvation, with the constant and joyful confession that 
they had got it, "saved and on the way to heaven, as sure 
to be there as God has said it," was the sum and substance 
of their preaching. And they preached and spoke to 
sinners everywhere, visiting from house to house, dealing 
with sinners individually, in trains, on cars, on the street, 
and wherever they were found. Such was the character 
of the evangelisation of these earlier years. There were no 
choirs, no solos, no organs, but plenty of prayer, earnest, 
agonising prayer laying hold on God for His power to accom
pany the Word preached and break down sinners under it. 

Conversions were well tested, and the standard was 
high. Many who had a creditable profession, who regarded 
themselves Christians and were so regarded by others, lost 
it under the searching preaching, and not a few, some of 
them pillars and preachers for long years, had to come out 
in their true colours, confessing they had been " deceived " 
all the time. This kind of preaching never was or will be 
popular; it shakes the kingdom of darkness too severely to 
be allowed to proceed without the opposition of the devil, 
who, seeing his possessions in danger, stirs up his own to 
make war against the preachers, or to discredit their 
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message. Carnal Christians, whose consciences are being 
defiled, will not stand the sharp edge of the Word-although 
perfectly happy and pleased while listening to soft and 
pithless preaching-join the ungodly in their opposition to 
the truth, and prejudiced ministers afraid of their congre
gations being converted, and making it uncomfortable for 
them, generally make common cause with the enemies of 
the Lord in fighting against His servants and His work. 
There were noble exceptions, but a determined and bitter 
hostility to their testimony was what these servants of 
Christ generally found, and in some respects it served the 
Lord's purpose in keeping them and the converts completely 
separate from association with worldly and sectarian 
religion, Had there been even a semblance of sympathy 
or support from the religious world, there might have been 
the danger, as there has been elsewhere, of the _work being 
corrupted and its character lost. But as William Matthews 
wrote, after beloved James Campbell's service had been 
fulfilled, in �swer to a statement made, which seemed to 
indicate that he went in and out among the sects preaching, 
or at least was favourable to the practice of so doing, " His 
preaching was far too searching to be wanted in churches 
and chapels, and on principle having been separated from 
them all as systems by the Word of God, he never returned, 
or even appeared on the same platform with sectarian 
preachers." And what he practised himself, because he 
had learned it from the Word, he preached and taught to 
others, with the result that in the North of England, in 
America, in the North of Ireland, and all over Australia 
and New Zealand, believers in Christ, who are the fruits of 
his Gospel ministry, and assemblies planted and fostered 
under his teaching of the Word, remain" without the camp" 
in separation from the world's religion, walking in the old 
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paths as they were taught by him, seeking to have a large 
heart for all the people of God, while walking in His narrow 
path of separation from the worldly systems which keep 
them i� bondage. 
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Btgtnnlng or Work In lrtland. 

�,� EN " Campbell and Smith "-as they were 
familiarly named-arrived in the North of 
Ireland in 1873, things spiritually were in a 
generally low condition. The Revival of 
1859 and subsequent years had long subsided, 
and while there were here and there faithful 

preachers and true witnesses for the truth, the greater 
number of those who had been converted had become 
swamped in the world. It is marvellous how soon children 
of God, once bright and warm, become backsliders in heart 
and way, when they do not separate themselves from the 
world's religion. However much they may desire to be true 
to God and maintain a testimony for Christ, the influence 
of their surroundings, especially the unequal yoke in things 
religious with the unconverted, and the effects of a legal 
and lifeless ministry, soon bring them down to the condition 
of that amid which they are. In the North of Ireland, there 
was and is, a rigid enough hold on what is known as 
"Protestant doctrine," coupled with a determined hatred of 
Romanism in all its forms, but in the case of many it is 
little more than a religion to profess and a creed to fight 
for. The preaching of a full and free salvation, with the 
certainty and enjoyment of it to all who believe, was little 
heard or believed amongst the Presbyterians of the North 
of Ireland in 1873. Here and there a bright Gospel 
testimony was borne, and God blessed the Word, especially 
in and around Ballymena and Lisburn, where William 
M'Lean, who had been called from his business as a tinsmith 

s 
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in Peterhead, in the North of Scotland, in r872, to preach 
the Gospel in the North of Ireland, was preaching with 
blessing to souls, while Archibald Bell, Jeremiah Meneely, 
and others were working in other parts, but the gene�al 
aspect of things was dark and dead, full of religion but 
little life or vital godliness. Such was the state of things in 
the district around Ballymaconachy, where the two 
·evangelists accompanied the converted Presbyterian elder
to visit his kinsfolk, who were staunch church members,
but all unsaved. As one who was familiar with the whole
course of events from the first day onward has described
them, the two servants of Christ, "glowing with love for
souls," were not there long until they made known the
object of their visit, and asked the farmer and his wife if
they had been born again. There was no beating about the
bush, no fear of giving offence or arousing opposition taken
into account, that question, or another, "Is your soul
saved ?" was asked everybody, no matter who or what their
local standing or religious profession. No conversation or
discussion of religious subjects was for a moment enter
tained, until they knew whether the person conversed with
was "Saved or lost, on the way to heaven or the road to
hell." Need we wonder that people are brought to a
standstill who cannot answer such questions, which are just
about as uncommon now as they were then ? Anyhow,
God used them to arouse that household to concern, and
both the farmer and his wife with several of their family,
were saved by grace and set on the _way to glory shortly
after. This was the first-fruits of a glorious harvest, and
.the beginning of a mighty work of grace which continues
until the present day, the widespread and far-reaching
effects of which, not only in the North of Ireland but far
beyond, the·day of Christ alone will fully show. Our present
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purpose is to trace its progress briefly, and so far as it has 
been given to us, in connection with the labours of the 
subject of this memoir. 

An old disused house near to the farm was got and 
cleared out. The two brethren, who could both use the saw 
and hammer, procured wood, made seats, and fitted up the 
place as a meeting room. The people were visited, invited 
to come, and for six weeks they preached the Word faith
fully, but saw very little fruit in conversions. This must 
have been a trial of faith, but they went on for about a 
month longer, and saw a few genuine cases of conversion. 
Then the stir began. To hear men say they were "saved 
and sure of it" was something altogether new to many, 
equally so it was, to be told straight and plain that if not 
"born again" they were "on the way to hell." Such 
was the character of their preaching, and such they 
believed the people needed to arouse them out of their 
slumbers. And God owned it. Crowds came to hear, some 
out of curiosity, some to scoff, some to listen. The house 
became too small, and the meetings were moved to a school 
in the district. There the power of the Lord was manifest, 
and a number were saved. By this time the whole district 
was astir, and the subject of conversation everywhere was 
"these men" and the awful things being said at their 
meetings. The use of a Presbyterian meeting place near, 
was offered for Sunday evenings and filled for three nights, 
but the Word preached and the work done was evidently 
too hot, for the place was closed against them after that. 
Nearer to the city of Belfast there was a hall, which was 
used by an association of religious young men, chiefly for 
debating purposes. This place was opened for the continu
ation of the meetings, and the work went on there for a 
short time, God saving sinners; but here again the enemy 



38 Beginning of Work in Ireland. 

was at work. Some of the young men who were in the habit 
of using the hall, thought they ought to be allowed to take 
part in Campbell and Smith's meetings. This they refused, 
at least until they were satisfied that these young men 
were genuinely converted themselves. This gave great 
offence, and the issue was that at the close of the meeting 
that same evening, one of them stood up and said the hall 
could no longer be given to the two evangelists on the 
ground that they would not receive their co-operation, and 
"thought nobody was right but themselves," and from that 
time they became avowed enemies and opposers of the 
work. Such was the result of refusing Samaritan help to 
build the house of the Lord in Ezra's day (Ezra iv. I-6), 

and such must ever be the penalty of acting on the Word 
of the Lord in declining the proferred help of religious but 
unregenerate men in the service of the Gospel. But there 
is a blessing even in such opposition, for it helps to show 
(iod's people what men really are, and it is one of the 
instruments that God uses, to separate and keep apart His 
own redeemed ones from the world. The frown of such is 
infinitely safer than their smile, and their opposition less 
hurtful to the work of God than their patronage and help 
would assuredly be. And then when one door is closed 
the Lord opens another, generally a better, and thus His 
servants learn to lean upon Himself for guidance in their 
path of service as well as for the help to sustain them in it. 



Work tn Jlbtrcorn ROOIIIS. 

URING the meetings held at Ballymaconachy 
and Newtonbreda, many Christians came 
out from the city of Belfast, and were blessed. 
Gospel work, apart from the " churches," 
was all but unknown in those days, and 
some came first from curiosity to hear the 

two" laymen" who declared they belonged to Christ alone, 
and were sent and supported by Him apart from any Society 
or organisation whatever. They had no collections at their 
meetings, no salary, and never a word of any sort whatever 
was said about money. Christians were led to inquire what 
"new" sort of a religion this was, and the only answer they 
could get from the preachers was" We just go according to 
what we find written in God's Book, and He looks after us 
and sees that we lack no good thing." The subject matter 
of their preaching was just about as " strange " a, their 
way of living. Without gloss or softening, all and sundry 
who did not know themselves " born again " were told they 
were "going straight to hell," while they themselves, in 
common with all who had Christ, were " SAVED and going 
to heaven." The straight-cut message thus proclaimed in 
the power of God drew many of God's people around, and 
those who were free from prejudice and willing to be taught 
of God, received much help and blessing. Not a few who 
had been converted during the '59 Revival, but who had 
never heard a full or clear Gospel, with the clear message of a 
present known and enjoyed salvation, were led into a light 
and liberty such as they had not formerly known, and made 
to know and enjoy the power of the truths of death, resur• 
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rection, and union with Christ. Thus established in the 
grace of God, and taught the truths of the believer's accept
ance in Christ, his separation from the world and his share 
in the heavenly calling, with the place of a stranger here, 
they began to read the Word and discover for themselves 
many truths which before they had neither the interest to 
seek out, nor the capacity to enjoy. 

Some years previous to this, a little company of believers 
had begun to gather in the Name of the Lord Jesus alone, 
outside of all denominations, taking no name but that of 
Christians, and having no Creed or Confession other than 
the Word of God. When the work began outside of Belfast, 
some of this little company, hearing of it, went and shared 
in the blessing, and finding that the two preachers were 
like themselves, "going by the Book," they heartily threw 
in their energies with them in the work. Campbell and 
Smith joined them in worship and remembering the Lord 
by showing forth His death on the morning of the Lord's 
day. 

When the preachers were expelled from the hall in the 
outskirts, they moved their meetings to the city, and 
continued them for a number of weeks in the Abercorn 
Rooms every night. Here the Lord wrought mightily, 
oonvicting and converting sinners. The truth of believers' 
baptism was taught fully, and many, both young believers 
newly saved, and older ones who had never before heard the 
truth of God, obeyed the Lord in being baptised. The 
baptisms mostly took place in a pond, around which many 
gathered to witness the obedience of those disciples of the 
Lord, who thus confessed their identification with Christ 
and their separation from the world. Four, six, and some .. 
times as many as twelve believers were added to the 
assembly in Abercorn Rooms every Lord's day, while the 
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work of preaching the Gospel went on night after night 
outside and inside, many being awakened and converted 
to God. But there was yet much land to be possessed, and 
encouraged by the blessing given, the Lord's servants were 
praying for greater things than these, and longing to reach 
the crowds for whose souls no man cared in the populous 
districts of the city. 



�tnt Work In Btlfast. 

R thirty or more years, progressive Gospellers 
have used canvas tents during the summer, 
wherein nightly meetings have been held to 
reach the working classes. They have many 
advantages, especially in districts where 
fresh ground has to be broken up. Halls 

are often hard to get, sometimes far from attractive or 
comfortable, and in the summer season people are unwilling 
to leave the fresh air and the sunshine, to be penned up 
within their walls. A tent has not only the advantage of 
being portable, but it is airy and there is a feeling of the 
"free and easy" about it, which "the man in the street" 
appreciates, causing him to enter. The working classes can 
go there without being "dressed," and seeking souls drop 
in casually, in a way they would not to an ecclesiastical 
building or even a hall. Good work has been done in pioneer
ing difficult places, opening up work in country districts, 
and reaching the careless crowds in cities, by means of 
tent services carried on during the summer, and followed 
up in the winter by meetings in kitchens, barns, and 
wherever open doors are found. Portable wooden tents 
have been largely used in the North of Ireland, and have 
the advantage of being serviceable through summer and 
winter alike. 

A large canvas tent was bought for £80, and first pitched 
in Bearsbridge Road. Here the two brethren held forth 
the Word of Life; many came to listen, and again the 
Lord wrought, saving sinners. This went on for several 
weeks, and then a site was found and the tent removed to 
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Donegal Pass, in the centre of the city of Belfast. It was 
here that the work took its deepest hold, and the interest 
spread to all parts of the city. Night after night the tent 
was filled; on Sundays the sides had to be taken down so 
that those unable to find entrance might hear, and the 
preachers' voices, sounding to the utmost edge of the 
listening crowd outside, are said to have been heard inside 
a neighbouring Episcopal church, above the voice of its 
minister. People from all parts of the city and beyond it 
came, were awakened, convicted of sin, and converted, a 
notable feature of the work being the number of young 
men who were saved, to become workers and witnesses for 
the Lord, many of whom continue till this day in various 
parts of the world. 

The Irishman is naturally "strong" in debate, in 
nothing more so than on religious subjects. It is said that 
after the meetings, little groups would be found standing 
on the street sometimes till the midnight hour, advocating 
their respective "views," and threshing out the old time 
debatable doctrines of Predestination versus Freewill, 
Final Perseverance, and Falling Away, which helped to 
spread the interest and bring people about, to hear the 
Word of the Lord. Eternity alone will tell the full results 
of that and the following season's tent work in Grosvenor 
Road, where again for several months the work went on, 
and many were turned to the Lord. It was at the close of 
the second season's tent work, that the Victoria Hall was 
taken, and an assembly of believers gathered there, which 
continues until the present time ; while in other parts of 
Belfast there are six or more similar assemblies, in all of 
which are to be found some who were saved and taught the 
way of the Lord through the ministry of the subject of this 
memoir, then and in later years. It would be impossible 
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to give even an outline of the work done during the three 
years 1873-6, by means of the ministry of the two brethren, 
who were indeed true yoke-fellows and fellow-labourers in 
the Lord, of whom it may truly be said that they were 
0 always abounding in the work of the Lord" (I Cor. xv. 
58), publicly and from house to house, dealing individually 
with souls wherever they found them, and continually 
giving themselves '' to prayer and the ministry of the 
Word" (Acts vi. 4). It has sometimes been said that 
evangelists of a certain type have "an easy life," preaching 
for an hour or so in the evenings and doing little or nothing 
during the day. This was not the habit of James Campbell. 
He regarded his time as a sacred trust, and used its days as 
well as its evenings for God, visiting from house to house 
with the Gospel, writing letters to young converts and 
others, exhorting them to "cleave unto the Lord,, with 
purpose of heart, and otherwise pouring himself out in the 
honourable and holy service to which he felt the God of 
heaven had called him. And this continued day by day 
and year after year, until literally, worn out and worn 
done, he "put off" his shattered earthly tabernacle and 
went to rest with the Lord whom he had served so long and 
so well. 



Brtaking up lltw Ground. 

lHE pioneer evangelist, whom God has called 
and fitted for the work of breaking up new 
ground and planting the Gospel standard in 
places where it is little known or heard, has 
an arduous and trying work, in which 
nothing but an unwavering faith in the living 

God, whom he serves, will sustain him. He is virtually 
cast upon God for everything. He looks to God to set before 
him an open door, to overcome opposition which is seldom 
awanting, to give strength and wisdom to declare th� 
message, and to break in upon the indifference or prejudices 
of a people who are either grossly ungodly, or proudly 
religious, satisfied with their "own church," and rocked to 
sleep by the too frequently "Gospelless" preaching of 
their" own minister." The Lord's Gospeller, entering on a 
new field, where probably he is a total stranger, frequently 
n(?t knowing a single Christian upon whom to call, has to 
procure a hall or some sort of place for his meetings, find for 
himself a lodging, and be visitor, bellman, precentor, and 
preacher all in one. Then he may require to go on preaching 
to small audiences, with little encouragement in the way o� 
conversions, much opposition either openly or secretly 
wrought, with the usual crop of vagaries, misrepresentations, 
and lies, going the round of the countryside about him. All 
this tests faith and patience, and makes such a path of 
service most undesirable to the flesh, and little sought after 
by those men who are in the " preaching business " as a 
profession, or because they have no particular love or 
aptitude for the "common round" and "daily task" of 
earning their bread by the labour of their hands. These 
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find a more congenial " sphere " in large and overpreached 
assemblies, where they find an audience ready to their 
hand, either gathered by the energies of others who have 
gone before them, or composed of " regular attenders " 
drenched in Gospel truth, hardened through stifled 
conviction, or all but hopeless by frequent profession of 
conversion. Need it be wondered that the "Missions" of 
this class of "evangelists," now so popular in such places, 
are, so far as regards abiding results in real conversions, 
barren as the rocks, and only good for multiplying converts 
whose existence is unknown long before the report of their 
number is in print. What a travesty of the work of God ! 
What an imitation of the true evangelist and his service! 
The only wonder is, that true children of God should be so 
easily beguiled as to recognise and support such a sham, 
or to quietly submit to the repetition of it, in circles where 
they are. Nothing has more to do than this with shutting 
up whole districts against the Gospel, and assisting the 
devil in his favourite work of deceiving and ruining souls! 

It was a marked feature in the ministry of James 
Campbell and his fellow-labourer, to warn against this, 
while their own habit and example was a constant witness to 
a more Scriptural and godly way. When the season became 
too far advanced to permit of tent work being carried on, 
the two labourers went out to the country, where, in barns, 
farm kitchens, schoolhouses, and disused cottages, they began 
and continued Gospel work after the fashion already 
described. Soon some farmer would be converted, and 
invite them, like Lydia of old (Acts xvi. IS), to share his 
hospitality, and preach in his barn. In this way, great 
tracks of country were reached, and scores of households in 
the dark parishes in the northern counties of Antrim, Down. 
Armagh, Tyrone, and Derry were reached. 
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One of the first of such parts to be opened up by Campbell 
and Smith was a district near Dromore, Co. Down. In one 
of their meetings a man was converted who resided there, 
and being saved himself, he was anxious, like Cornelius, 
that his "kinsmen and near friends" (Acts x. 24), should 
hear the message which had brought salvation and gladness 
to his own soul. So he invited the brethren to come to his 
district, and they, " assuredly gathering " that this Mace
donian call was the voice of the Lord, went, and there 
God did a mighty work, which extended into the country 
around, and continued for many months. Here assemblies 
of believers were gathered according to the Scripture 
pattern (I Cor. iii. Io ; I Tim. iii. I4-IS), which continue 
and increase, and out from which many have gone to live 
for God and witness for His truth in other lands, some to 
give themselves wholly to the work of preaching the Gospel 
and the truth, in different parts of the earth. The blessing 
of a sound conversion, a clear-cut separation from the 
world, Scriptural instruction and godly fellowship have 
manifested and reproduced themselves, giving a depth and 
tone to the testimony which is sadly lacking where shallow 
ploughing and soft preaching are the rule. Many other 
districts were visited during that and the following year, and 
in all of them work was done for God, and assemblies of 
believers gathered unto the Name of the Lord. In the 
Crossgar and Killyleagh districts a wonderful work was 
done, amid much opposition, bringing out the enmity of 
men against the Gospel. We are accustomed to hear of 
certain popular preachers being feted and presented with 
addresses of welcome on their arrival, and purses of 
sovereigns on their departure from a " mission " or sphere 
of labour, largely, if not wholly, composed of unconverted 
though religious people, whose consciences have never 
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been touched or their {alse religion disturbed by the 
preacher, but it was not so with James Campbell. Writing 
on this subject, his fellow-worker and companion of later 
years, Mr. Wm. Matthews, says-" He was too decided and 
faithful in his preaching to be sought after, or asked to 
preach in churches or chapels. He always began by preach
ing the truth that strips religious sinners of their filthy rags, 
with the result that when good church members got into 
doubt as to their conversion and lost their religion, getting 
Christ as their Saviour, there was opposition aroused. He 
never was asked to preach in the denominations so far as I 
know; his Gospel was far too searching and too stripping 
to be wanted there." In the Killyleagh district there was 
violent opposition manifested, which took the form of open 
assaults upon the preachers, clods and stones being used 
freely, the marks of which were borne by James Campbell 
to his latest hour. But in the midst of it all a great work 
was done, and as is ever the case, those then converted 
and the assemblies then begun, amid "much affliction with 
joy of the Holy Ghost" (I Thess. I 6) were of a sturdy race, 
and their continuance in "the faith," to which they, in 
these untoward surroundings, were brought, proves that 
the work was of God and that men could not overthrow it. 

Numerous incidents might be related, of the wonder
working power of God in reaching and saving sinners during 
these remarkable years. Publicly and from house to house 
the truth was spoken. Tracts were distributed freely, and 
people personally dealt with as to their salvation. A man 
on a ladder, repairing the roof of his house, was asked one 
day-" Is your soul saved ?" to which he gave an evasive 
answer, such as it is common for an unsaved person to give. 
The evangelist stood at the foot of the ladder, pressing 
home upon his conscience the need of being born again, 
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and the certainty of eternal damnation if he died in his 
ungodly state. The Spirit of God convicted the man on 
the ladder of sin, and made him conscious that he needed 
a Saviour. Then he forgot all about his mending, and 
stepped down to the ground, where the conversation was 
continued. The evangelist drew his Bible from his pocket, 
and read text after text, showing the way of salvation 
through the finished work of Christ alone apart from works, 
by simply receiving Christ as his personal Saviour. "To 
as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Name" 
(John i. 12). The man received Christ, and was born of 
God then and there where he stood. 

All were not so easily reached, or so ready to bow to the 
Word of God. A farmer's wife, on being asked to accept a 
tract, broke out in a torrent of abuse on "these idle men 
who are going about sending everybody to hell," until she 
exceeded all bounds, and used such language as was unseemly 
for a staunch Presbyterian Church member in full standing. 
The evangelist stood silent until she had finished, and then 
quietly remarked, "You are mistaken Mrs., in saying that 
we are sending the people to hell. We are here preaching 
the Gospel by means of which they may be saved from it, 
but there is somebody who says all who are not born again, 
all who know not God, will be there." "Who's that?" 
said the farmer's wife, somewhat subdued and evidently 
astonished at the answer given. "Well, it is one whose 
Psalms you often sing, and whom you have great respect 
for I'm sure," said the evangelist, opening his Bible at 
the ninth Psalm and reading. the seventeenth verse, " The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." "Now," said he, "that's not my words, but 
the words of David, inspired by the Spirit of God, and you 



50 Breaking up New Ground. 

surely do not say that what he says is untrue." By this 
time a feeling of shame had taken hold of the woman, 
which, as the truth of God concerning the doom of the 
unconverted was pressed home upon her, followed by the 
love of God for sinners and the fulness and freeness of . 
salvation for "whosoever will," deepened into real concern 
for her soul. She was kindly invited to come along to the 
neighbouring farmer's barn, where the Gospel was to be 
preached that night, to which she replied she would. Special 
prayer was made by the two evangelists for this woman 
before going to the meeting that night, and just as the first 
hymn was being sung she entered the barn with her 
daughter, and took a seat in a far-off corner. God gave a 
message that night which completed the work of conviction, 
which, as it afterwards transpired, was begun in the after
noon, first, by means of her own angry words which were 
used to trouble her, and then through the words read from 
the Psalm by the Lord's servant. In deep distress of soul 
she remained behind at the close of the meeting, and they 
had the joy of pointing her to Christ, whom she received 
and confessed as her Saviour and followed from that hour 
as her Lord. 

In another part of the country the evangelists were 
lodging in the house of a man who was an office-bearer in a 
church, the minister of which was bitterly opposed to the 
truth being spoken and the work being done by the preachers. 
He preached a sermon one Sunday morning against any one 
knowing or saying they were saved, and went the length 
of suggesting to his flock, the need of expelling from their 
borders any who would preach or teach anything to the 
contrary. The man with whom the preachers lodged was 
evidently impressed with the sermon, for on the way home 
he made up his mind that they should be_ expelled fro1n 
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under his roof that very day. The minister had clearly 
shown that they were "heretics'' and teachers of error, 
and he, a pillar in the Presbyterian Church, would not 
tolerate such men in his dwelling. When he reached home 
his intention was to proceed with the "eviction 11 at once, 
but he found that the two men were upstairs in their room 
praying, and, on reflection, he thought he had better let 
them finish before carrying out his intention. He could 
hear the voice of prayer and supplication ascending from 
the apartment above, and curious to know what they 
prayed about so long, he listened at the foot of the stair. 
To his astonishment he heard several of his neighbours 
prayed for by name, then the minister, and last of all 
himself, that "God in mercy would awaken him to see his 
need of a Saviour, and save him.11 This deeply impressed 
him; in fact, troubled him, for he feared to lay his hands 
upon men who were in so deep earnestness about his soul. 
So he sat down in the kitchen, and to while away the time, 
lifted a Bible lying on the table. Turning over its leaves, 
his eye fell on the words of I John •iii. 14-" We know that 
we have passed from death to life because we love the 
brethren,11 and again in I John v. 13-'' These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life." As the 
man read these words, he was amazed. That was the very 
doctrine " the men " preached, and the minister had called 
it "heresy" in his sermon that morning. Moreover, it 
was for preaching what he had just read in God's Word, 
that he was going to expel the preachers from his house. 
He trembled at the thought, and closing the Bible he 
determined he would do no such thing, for " the men 11 were 
right and "the minister" was wrong. The man went to 
hear the preachers for himself, was brought to see himself 

4 
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a sinner, and truly converted to God. It need scarcely be 
added, the eviction of the preachers never took place. 
Thus, by ways and means chosen by Himself, the Lord 
caused His Gospel to find its way among a prejudiced people, 
who in many cases were incited to opposition by false 
statements made concerning the preachers and their 
doctrine, by men who had neither met the men nor heard 
their message, who could not bear the truth themselve.:, 
and would hinder others from hearing it if they could. 
Whoever goes forth as the Lord's messenger, carrying His 
message to places where such men have influence, must be 
prepared to bear the calumnies and endure the reproaches 
heaped upon them. In the end God justifies His servants, 
and turns the edge of the enemy's·weapons upon his own 
head, causing the wrath of men and their opposition to 
the Gospel to actually help it forward, and at the same 
time open the eyes of God's people to the character of the 
religious systems and their leaders who thus blindly oppose 
the truth by which they have been blessed. It was on 
such lines that the work of God was spread through the 
northern counties at this time, through the preaching of His 
servants, and more or less so it continues till the present. 
It would be an experience of inestimable value to some of 
our young and popular preachers; to have a month or two 
amid such scenes, which, if the same truths are preached 
in the power of the Spirit of God, will be re-enacted in some 
degree and after some such fashion, openly or craftily, by 
the world still. If quieter times are with us now, it may 
fairly be questioned if the cause is not this, that the preach
ing and the power are both alacking by which the sinner's 
conscience is reached and his mask torn off, thus causing 
either of two things to happen as of old, when " cut to the 
heart," namely, to cry out " What shall we do ?" (Acts ii. 
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37) resulting in conversion, or to rise up in opposition t6
God, rejecting the message, resisting the Spirit who wrought
by it, and stoning the messenger who brought it (Acts vii.,
54-57).



On Botb SidtS or tbt Jltlanttc. 

N September 14th, 1876, James Campbell, 
accompanied by his fellow-labourer, James 
W. Smith, sailed for Quebec, Canada, and
after a few weeks' work in Ontario, went on
to the State of Minnesota, expecting to
pioneer in that vast country for the winter.

In those days there were few to bear a helping hand in 
Gospel work, and the continued strain began to tell on 

_ both the workers, especially so on brother Smith, who was 
very sore on himself in preaching. They plodded on 
lhroughout that Winter and the following Spring, and were 
.joined in the work by John Smith, their former fellow
worker. Toward the fall of the year, James W. Smith 
crossed to Ireland, entirely worn out, and was welcomed to 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Macdowall, at Ballymaconachy, 
Co. Down, where he and James Campbell began their 
labours in 1873. Tenderly nursed and cared for, he lingered 
on for a few months, seeking, as his strength permitted, to 

-spread the savour of Jesus' Name, and encourage his
'children in the faith who visited him, " with purpose of
heart" to "cleave unto the Lord"; but his work was done, 

- and his entrance to the rest at hand. We remember visiting
our beloved brother whom we had intimately known in
Aberdeenshire in the days of his strength and active service,
in the home at Ballymaconachy, now frail and feeble, worn
out in the Master's service, waiting for the home call,
peaceful and happy. Pointing upward with his wasted
finger, he said as we parted, '' Our next meeting will be
yonder, in the homeland. Praise the Lord." Mr. Campbell
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crossed from America, in time to be with his loved companion 
and fellow-worker as he passed away to be in the presence 
of the l{ing. His remains were laid to rest in the little 
cemetery at Newtonbreda, near the scene of his earliest 
labours in the North of Ireland, to await the fair resurrection 
morning. Then, as one of his own children in the faith has 
written, in a sweet memorial hymn, which was issued at the 
time of his falling asleep-

" Thy precious dust shall waken, 

At that assembling word ; 
When all the saints rejoicing, 

Shall gather round the Lord. 

And praises sweet and endless 
Shall to His Name be given, 

While glory fair and fadeless 
Shall fill the courts of heaven!" 

In the Spring of 1879, Mr Campbell was joined by Wm. 
Matthews, who had for several years been diligent in 
Gospel labours while prosecuting his earthly calling in the 
North of Ireland. The Lord, in His good and perfect will, 
who had taken beloved James W. Smith home to be with 
Himself, now raised up and gave this young brother as a 
fellow-labourer to His servant. As long years of companion
ship and service in the Lord have proved, this was indeed 
the Lord's doing. They began work in a tent in Cookstown, 
Co. Tyrone, the following summer, and so marvellously and 
mightily did the Lord work in and around that.place, that 
they continued there for over two years. There were 
difficulties, trials of faith, and plenty of opposition, but the 
power of God came in, and a great many were saved, taught 
the ways of the Lord, gathered as assemblies unto His 
Name, and so continue. In speaking with fellow-labourers 
of this work many years afterwards, Mr. Campbell said
" I never was allowed to witness so great a manifestation of 
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the power of God in any place, as in and around Cookstown 
at that time. To God be all the praise." He never adver
tised his work or numbered the converts as some do; never 
even alluded to his service, save in private letters to friends 
and fellow-saints, for the purpose of calling forth their 
prayers on his behalf. The best proof of its reality is, the 
number of living, witnessing Christians to be found in the 
districts where he laboured, and the assemblies planted and 
nursed under his ministry. In Co. Tyrone, there are over 
twenty such companies, some of them of goodly numbers, 
most, if not all of which, owe their origin either directly or 
indirectly to the labours of Campbell and Matthews at that 
time, or since, with the help of others who followed, strength
ening and building up that which had been wrought . 

. Their next field of work was in the Omagh district, 
where a work, if less extensive, not less genuine, was wrought 
in the conversion of sinners and the gathering together and 
edifying of God's people. Here, as elsewhere, many older 
Christians, converted during the Revival of twenty years 
before, who had settled down into a lukewarm or back
slidden state, were restored to God, and set on their feet 
more firmly than at the time of their conversion, learning 
a, they had not then, their standing in Christ and their 
privilege and responsibility to live for God in the world. 
}Iany remarkable incidents and striking cases of conversion 
occurred in these districts, which, if recorded, would 
themselves fill a volume; but, as our object is rather to 
give a brief outline of the path of the Lord's servant, rather 
than to detail his labours, these must be left untold. 
Suffice it to say, some of the greatest opposers and revilers 
of the work were converted, to become themselves in turn 
"sufferers" for Christ's Name, and witnesses for His truth. 
Most of these had been Presbyterians, orthodox enough in 
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creed, but with little of God about them, mixed up with the 
world, many of them Orangemen and political debaters. 
It is impossible in such surroundings for a child of God to 
maintain his freshness, or to long be known amongst his 
fellows as a witness for Christ. Like Lot, who sat first in 
the gate, and latterly dwelt within the city of Sodom, they 
soon sink down to the level of those among whom they 
mingle. It is a signal triumph of the grace of God when 
such are aroused to a sense of their sin, led to confession of 
and departure from it, separated from the world alike in its 
politics and religion, to take their true place "without the 
camp," with a rejected �hrist and His despised people, who 
seek to cleav� to the Word and walk in the path in which 
it leads. It is almost hopeless to reach such Christians with 
the truth at first, they are so prejudiced, but when God is 
working and sinners being sav�d, they become "thawed," 
and getting right with God, are then in a fit condition to be 
taught the truth that severs from the \Vorld and gathers to 
Christ. In this way many were led out of the worldly
-religious associations in which they had been brought up, 
and added to the new assemblies of believers which were 
springing up. Baptisms, in rivers, streams, and mill ponds 
were frequent, and caused much talk throughout the 
country, _frequently bringing large numbers together to 
whom the Gospel and the Word were preached, and thus 
the interest and the work of God spread themselves abroad. 
Time_ and space would fail to give even an outline of the 
places visited and the work done during the years 1882-3, 
which, with the exception of two or three brief visits to 
other parts, were spent in Co. Tyrone, pioneering in the 
Gospel and consolidating the newly ·gathered assemblies in 
places where they had laboured. 
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OWARD the close of I883, Mr. Campbell felt a 

�.�✓,' 

- -� strong desire to visit his children in the faith 
! on the other side of the Atlantic, and to

��:i:a�
; preach Christ in some parts of that great 

and needy field, in which several fellow-
labourers of former years were toiling in the 

Lord. His old friend, Donald Ross, was pioneering in 
Chicago, Donald Munro and John Smith in Canada, and 
several younger labourers had been raised up to carry the 
Gospel to regions beyond. Many assemblies had been 
gathered in the intervening years since I873, and Campbell 
and Matthews arrived in time for the Fourth Chicago 
Convention, which was the largest that up to that time had 
been held. The Lord gave searching and helpful ministry, 
the leading theme of which was the reality of conversion, 
which is the work of the Spirit of God, deep in the soul, in 
contrast to the superficial profession which everywhere 
abounds. In this ministry Mr. Campbell took a leading 
part; indeed, it was a line of things to which the Lord had 
specially called him, and which he kept well to the front all 
along the course of his ministry. Some considered his tests 
of conversion too severe, and feared that weak and untaught 
believers might be upset or plunged into darkness, by the 
strong and searching character of his teaching on this 
subject ; but no doubt it was greatly needed, and many 
had cause to praise God for it in after years. Lifeless 
professors who had been regarded as " Christians " for 
long, lost their conversion, and _some of them, after sore 
distress, were brought as confessedly lost sinners to Christ. 
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Not to a verse or a doctrine, less still to a "decision" or a 
" stand for Christ ,, as sham conversions are often described,
but to the Son of God Himself, to whom the Spirit of God 
ever guides the conscious and confessedly guilty sinner. 
Others who were truly saved, but living in a cold and 
backslidden condition, were, under such preaching, stirred 
and searched by the truth of God in the Spirit's power, and 
so emptied of pride and self, that to many it was an experience 
of greater blessing and knowledge of themselves and of 
God, than their conversion had been. If such preaching 
was needed then, it is more so now, for during the inter
vening years, a light and slipshod profession of evangelical 
Christianity has vastly increased, and the standard of 
conversion to God has been correspondingly lowered, 
while in certain quarters there is no cross and no opposition 
to a profession even of conversion, of the sort that leaves its 
disciples in the world, enjoying its pleasures, dabbling in its 
politics, mixed up in its unholy religion and hypocrisy .. 
May God raise up faithful men who know and shun not to 
declare "the whole counsel of God," no matter whether 
sinners and lifeless professors will hear or forbear, or c�rnal 
Christians cry out that such preaching lacks "grace" and 
"charity." Such has ever been, and ever will be the fault 
with those who are " at ease in Zion " and wish to be allowed 
to so remain. After labouring together for a time in Chicago, 
Campbell and Matthews went to the Hamilton Conference, 
and soon after were breaking up new ground in Greenville, 
Ill., and Sparta, Ill., and later still in St. Louis, Mo. During 
the summer they preached in a tent in Philadelphia, Pa., 
where they continued several months, the Lord saving 
sinners and blessing His own. When the tent season was 
over, they followed up in a hall, where a solid and extensive 
work was done. In these great American cities, with their 
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tens of thousands, who neither know the letter of the Word, 
nor the simplest things belonging to God and Christianity, 
long and patient labour is required amongst those whom 
the Lord saves. Unlike many in the "old country," who 
have a knowledge of God's Word from their youth, these 
have to begin at the very beginning and learn the most 
elementary truths of the faith. Surrounded on every side 
by public teachers of error-Unitarians, Annihilationists, 
Seventh Day Adventists, and all sorts of fundamentally 
evil doctrine-young believers need to be taught and 
confirmed in the faith, and all this needs much plodding 
and patient toil, which those . who are always " on the 
move," and merely hold" missions" and" special services," 
doing a week's "preaching" here rurd a two days' visit 
there, know nothing of. Thank God, there are some who, 
knowing the need of the saints and the assemblies of God, 
are prepared to go on week after week and month after 
month, according to the ancient and apostolic pattern 
(Acts xviii. II ; xix. IO), building up and establishing the 
work, leaving something when they go, that will bear a true 
witness for God; fruit whose seed is in itself, multiplying 
and increasing with the increase of God. Thus it was, that 
most of the assemblies which cover Canada and the States 
were formed, and our beloved brother, James Campbell, 
had an honoured share in the toil of the labouring husband
men who were first on that great and needy field. Some 
know a little of his self-denying labours under broiling 
summer suns and amid winter frosts and snows, the hard
ships endured, the journeys made, the burdens borne, but 
the quickly coming day of the judgment seat will fully tell 
and gloriously reward much that is only known to Him for 
whose Name's sake he laboured and fainted not. After 
visiting several places, attending several of the conferences 
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in the fall and at the following New Year, the two brethren 
crossed to Britain in the early Spring, and resumed work in 
the North of Ireland, visiting Kingsmill and other parts, 
chiefly opening up new ground in districts where there 
were no assemblies, preaching in tents during the summer, 
and in halls, barns, and houses during the winter. 

Another visit to America the following year, with 
prolonged tent work in St. Louis, Philadelphia, and 
Staunton, visits to many small assemblies, strengthening 
that which had previouly been wrought; visits to New York, 
Boston, and other large centres, with long journeys to 
attend conferences, filled up the following year, and began 
to tell on the health of the workers, particularly on Mr. 
Campbell. The wonder is, that he stood the strain so long. 
Preaching night �fter night, not always in the best or most 
healthy places, breaking up new ground in tents with few 
helpers ; often lodging where few comforts were obtainable; 
and added to all this, long journeys by steamer and rail, 
by day and night, year after year, the marvel is that a 
constitution never robust, endured the toil for so many 
years. From 1884 till 1890 Campbell and Matthews laboured 
together, chiefly in the United States, with occasional visits 
to Canada and once or twice crossed to Ireland to see the 
saints among whom they had laboured, and the assemblies 
which they had been used in gathering. Mr. Campbell 
made short visits to some parts of Scotland and England, 
where he was known and his ministry valued, always 
including J arrow, where he was beloved and esteemed ; 
but he never seemed to feel called of God to continue in 
any of these parts beyond a brief sojourn. His field was the 
North of Ireland and the United States, and while health 
and strength were continued, he gave himself to the work 
there, with all his soul and all his might. 
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It was wonderful how the Lord opened doors and led 
into places where He had a people to be saved and gathered 
unto Himself. The following (which is only one out of 
many), in a letter which lies before us, is here recorded as 
showing the many links there are in God's chain of pro
vidences, to bring about His own ends. The writer of this 
letter, who lives in a small town in one of the Western 
States of America, was speaking one day to a young man 
who had been converted only a few days before. In course 
of their conversation on the things of God, the older Chris
tian mentioned to his younger brother how, in the old 
country, there were evangelists who moved fr�m place to 
place preaching the Gospel, who had no salary, took no 
collections, belonged to no Society or organisation, but were 
guided and supported by the Lord whose servants they 
are. "Why," said the young believer, "I saw just to-day 
in a Pittsburg paper an account of two such men who were 
said to be preaching in a tent in Penn Avenue there, and 
the newspaper stated that they lived by faith in God, and 
took no collections or money for their preaching." The 
brother to whom this was related was much interested. 
He had not, since coming to that distant town, met with 
any of the Lord's people who went simply by the Book in 
their way of gathering or path of service, so he was deeply 
interested and anxious to know who the two preachers 
were. But the young man could not remember their 
names, and the paper in which the notice appeared had 
been destroyed. He was not, however, to give up his effort 
to find out who the strange preachers were, without making 
a further attempt, so going to a neighbour's house he asked 
and received a copy of the paper to which reference had been 
made, and found the names of Campbell and Matthews in 
it as the preachers. He had only seen them once in Ireland 
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before crossing the Atlantic some years before, and was 
not personally acquainted with either; but in a land where 
there are few to share the things of God of kindred spirit, 
the fellowship of saints is valued and sought �fter, at least 
by those who are in any measure right with God them
selves. He at once wrote a few lines to the brethren, 
addressing it to the tent in Penn Avenue, introducing 
himself as a believer in Christ, and had a dispatch from 
brother Campbell saying he would be along to see him the 
following day. 

When they met, Mr. Campbell related to this brother 
how he had got his name and address from a friend in 
Ireland, and was just starting to write to him when his 
letter was delivered to him in the tent. In this way the 
hand of the Lord was guiding toward a meeting between 
them. A lot of ground was got for the tent in this new 
field, and Mr. Campbell stayed over the night in the humble 
home of this working man, sharing the bed with a young 
man, a lodger, who was unconverted. That very night the 
earnest soul-winner spoke to him about his soul, and prayed 
for him most of the night. The tent was brought to the 
place, the Gospel was proclaimed in power, God blessed the 
,vord to a number of souls, among whom was the young 
man who had been spoken to that first night by Mr. Camp
beil, whom he ever after regarded with love and honour as 
the instrument whom God used in his awakening and 
conversion. After preaching the Gospel and gathering 
precious fruit to God, the two evangelists taught the 
believers the truth of gathering in the Lord's Name, and 
before they took the tent away, a small assembly was 
formed, gathering to shew forth the Lord's death in the 
breaking of bread, first in the tent and afterwards in a 
shooting gallery, from which, on the first Lord's Day, Mr. 
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Campbell had to wipe the dust off the seats with his hand
kerchief. And the brother who supplied the above informa
tion, closes his interesting narrative by saying-" How 
tenderly and faithfully he guided us into the green pastures 
of the Word. Then he would get the whole of us down on 
our knees to pray, and seek in every way to help us to live 
for God. I remember how he measured the frames in which 
useless pictures were in the house, with his rule, and sent 
texts to be put into them, to speak to all of God and His 
Word. He and brother Matthews visited us several times 
after that, and his memory is very dear to us all here. 
When the young man, with whom he slept that first night, 
heard of his home call, he wept as if his heart would break. 
Dear brother Campbell, he loved the Lord and H_is little 
ones, and had a heart for them all, and he delighted to 
preach the glorious Gospel to perishing sinners, with all 
his soul thrown into the work." 

A notable feature in both these fields of labour is the 
number of young men who give themselves wholly to the 
work of spreading the Gospel. No one recognised and 
owned more than James Campbell, that the Lord alone can 
furnish and call a servant of His to "do the work of an 
evangelist," but while this is so, there is a human side to it 
as well. When he perceived the grace of God and a measure 
of gift, with a heart for souls in any young preacher, whose 
life and ways were "well reported of by the brethren" 
(Acts xvi. 2), he took by the hand and encouraged him, 
telling of the faithfulness of God in his own experience, and 
counselling him as a father in Christ, which he truly was to 
many. This is a service which, while requiring much 
spiritual discernment, so that no encouragement may be 
given to mere talkers and adventurers, is of inestimable 
value, especially to Christian young men. In many cases 
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they are left to drift, or to be picked up by those who, while 
giving them plenty of scope for work, flatter and spoil 
them, pushing them into places that they have neither 
grace nor gift to fill, which usually ruins them for God and 
leads on to a fall. To gently lead and link on a young 
helper serving in the Gospel as a " son with a father " (Phil. 
ii. 22) seems to be the Lord's way of developing all that is
of grace, while it restrains what is of nature's forwardness
in the ardent but inexperienced young worker. Happy are
those who have the counsel and example of such a "father"
in Christ as J amei Campbell, in their early years of service.



Rtst and £abour In tbt Jlnttpodts. 

o _ off.ilN the early part of 1890, as the result of con-· 111�,- tinned labours in the Gospel for eighteen
., . 

.i ' · . years, Mr. Campbell's health broke down, 
:
1 ,. : and the doctors recommended a long sea

voyage, with complete rest, as the only hope 
of recovery. He crossed the Atlantic in the 

Spring, paid some short visits to old fields of labour in the 
North of Ireland, then with Dr. W. J. Matthews of Belfast, 
sailed for the Australian Colonies, arriving in Melbourne in 
the month of October. Here he remained for a time, visiting 
several parts of Victoria, doing a little as strength per
mitted. But his health did not improve; he needed entire 
rest, far from the turmoil of city life. New Zealand was 
next visited, and there, away on a bush farm in the country, 
under the roof of a brother in Christ, he picked up wonder
fully. In a fetter to a friend in America, he briefly describes 
how his time was occupied. 

"For the past five weeks, I have been improving in 
health. Away from all meetings, I get real rest, and I have 
been doing some work with the axe and saw, chopping and 
sawing firewood. I am not yet strong, so require to be 
careful, but it is a joy to be able to do a little. Living here 
with a brother who has a lot of uncleared land, I can work 
when I feel like it, and stop when unable to do more. The 
change is good for both body and mind. I go into town, 
five miles every week, to remember the Lord in the breaking 
of bread, and I have preached once in a schoolhouse, about 
a mile from here, and have many urgent requests to go and 
preach in other places, but I believe it is the Lord's mind 
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that for the present I ' sit still, hoping,' if He will, to be 
able to go on as before, by and by." The following year he 
was so far recovered as to be able to take part in the various 
meetings for believers held at Easter time, in the North 
Island, and afterwards visited Campbeltown, Palmerston. 
and Fielding, preaching the Word. There had been con
�iderable blessing in various parts of New Zealand, shortly 
before his arrival there, and quite a number of small com
panies of believers gathered unto the Lord's Name, which 
he found much joy in helping on in the ways of the Lord, 
as well as preaching Christ to sinners. In Napier, he 
remained for four months, and was able to preach the 
Word almost nightly, with blessing to souls. His report of 
this long spell of labour, in writing to a brother in the Lord, 
is characteristic of the man. " There are tokens of the 
Lord's hand now and again, in saving some and separating 
others unto Himself." This is all that he has to say of a 
work which others speak of as being extensive and abiding 
in eternal results to many. He visited Invercargill, Dunedin, 
Taeiri, and other parts of both Islands, preaching the Gospel 
and ministering the Word with help and blessing. Many in 
New Zealand thank God for sending his servant there,.and 
among saints and assemblies, he is regarded with loving 
remembrance, as one to whom they owe much in the Lord. 
New South Wales and Queensland were also visited, and 
although not so well as when in New Zealand, owing to the 
greater heat, he was enabled to preach and teach Jesus 
Christ in many parts of both Colonies, leaving a sweet 
savour of godliness and devotion to Christ among the saints, 
which was of more real value to them than any amount of 
oral ministry would have been, without the life-testimony 
of a man of God accompanying it. 

He continued visiting and labouring in the Australian 
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Colonies until the early part of 1897, then he returned to 
England, attended several of the Spring Conferences there 
and in Scotland, and crossed later in the same year to his 
old field of labour in the North of Ireland, where he was 
always welcomed and greatly beloved, especially amongst 
his children in the faith and in the assemblies which he had 
been the means of planting and gathering. Although far 
from strong, he had regained strength so far, and was able 
to go on in the work, along with a fellow-labourer, much as 
before. In November, 1898, he again sailed for America, 
where he rejoined his former fellow-labourer, W. Matthews, 
and for over eighteen months was able to visit many of his 
former fields of service and break up some new ground as 
well. During this period, we find him on the Pacific Coast, 
in Saline, Los Angeles, Cal., and other parts, preaching the 
Word. In June, 1900, he came across to Britain for change, 
and was able with intervals of rest, to go on preaching with 
much of his accustomed vigour, in tents and halls, chiefly 
in the North of Ireland, with visits to J arrow, Darlington, 
and other parts of England. During a conversation we had 
with him at this time, he remarked how little of the early 
freshness remained in some of the assemblies, how a dry, 
theoretic ministry, with little of God in it, was withering 
them up, while a certain class of preachers, coming much 
to the front, could get numbers to profess conversion, and 
be brought into the assemblies, who had little appearance 
of being born again. Much of his ministry (although 
always well mixed with grace) at this time, was directed 
toward the exposure of such shallow work, and here and 
there, some found out under the plain preaching of the_ old 
truth in fresh power where they were. But others opposed 
and did their utmost to keep out the message and the 
messenger. In fact, there were places in which his ministry 
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would simply not have been tolerated; it was far too plain 
and too searching for those who were returning to Egypt 
and to Babylon, and what is worse still, bringing in the 
ways of the world's religion into assemblies, in the form of . 
organs, choirs, and solo singing, under the plea of "getting 
the people" to hear the Word, but as a matter of fact to 
popularise themselves and their meetings. There is no 
difficulty in getting the people where God is working. I� was 
not by such mennor such means, that some hundreds of 
companies of believers were brought into existence on both 
sides of the Atlantic, but by the preaching and teaching of the 
plain Word of God in the power of the Spirit ; yet, strange as 
it may appear, men who never were used to plant any such 
company, nor have any real sympathy with the truths 
taught and practised by those who did, found their way 
amongst such, and wherever they did, began:at once to 
secretly introduce the leaven of worldly religion, from which 
they never had been really separated, and to speak evil of 
the servants of Christ and the teachings which had brought 
them where they were. These results in many places have 
been disastrous. All distinct testimony for God and His 
truth being all but obscured, by some leading men in 
assemblies, professedly outside of all sectarianism, appearing 
on platforms alongside parsons in ecclesiastical attire, fully 
recognised in their clerical position, some of them holding and 
teaching pernicious doctrine, and supporting others who 
have abandoned the faith. All this was seen and firmly 
stood against by our brother, whose testimony, regarding 
it, was of no uncertain sound, while ever seeking to own and 
love all God's children, yet testifying against the ways of 
those who were manifestly leading back God's people to 
that out from which the Lord had delivered him. 



£ast Daps or Strulct and fiomt Call. 

�N the beginning of 1903, accompanied by Dr. 
· 

W. J. Matthews, his former fellow-labourer 
in the North of Ireland and the Colonies, Mr. 
Campbell attended the Aberdeen Conference, 
held for three or more days at the New Year 
for the past quarter of a century. He greatly 

enjoyed these meetings, which were held after the old and 
Scriptural pattern, liberty being left for any known and 
approved servant of the Lord to minister the Word as the 
Spirit may lead, in striking contrast to some other such gather
ings, where an appointed chairman calls upon certain pre
arranged speakers to minister, limiting each to a certain 
number of minutes-a form of bondage which he and some 
others would not be brought under. No doubt such human 
arrangement may give the variety that some seek after, as it 
will assuredly secure the semblance of "order," and shut 
out all that would be disagreeable to worldly and carnal 
Christians. Although Mr. Campbell never made any 
prolonged stay in the North of Scotland, he was always 
welcomed, and his ministry much valued there, being 
much of the same character as that to which they had been 
accustomed in their early years from brethren Donald Ross, 
Donald Munro, John Smith, John M. Campbell, and others, 
who were chiefly instrumental in founding the assemblies 
there. 

In the Spring of 1903, he returned to America for the 
last time. He was met at Halifax by D. Scott, who had 
known him in the North of Ireland, and had for some time 

been preaching with blessing from on high in Nova Scotia. 
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After a few days' rest at Truro, he accompanied brother 
Scott to Pugwash, where he was able to continue helping 
in the Gospel for several weeks, as well as sharing in 
Believers' Meetings held for four days, at which his old 
friends axd fellow-workers, Wm. Matthews and John Gill, 
of Boston, took part. His strength at the time was very 
feeble. Writing to a brother in J arrow, he says-" I 
cannot say much about my strength ; sometimes I feel 
like lying down and coming to a complete stop. I am 
thankful I have been able to go on so long, and trust I will 
have grace to know His will and do it." 

In October, r903, he accompanied Wm. Matthews to 
Philadelphia, where he had so often preached the Word, 
and was able to take part in nightly meetings for several 
weeks. Writing to a friend from there, he says-" I a.Ill

not any worse so far as I can judge. A doctor told me if I 
would rest for six months, I might be able to go on for 
twenty years or more, as there was nothing wrong, only 
run down." But his strength gradually declined, and he 
returned to the home of his friend and co-worker, Wm. 
Matthews, in West Somerville, Mass., from which he was 
never to go forth again. The days of his service had come 
to a close ; his ministry and his course had been fulfilled, 
and nothing remained but to be gathered to the home
land which he had long loved, and which he had regarded 
as his true home and rest. 

On November 24th, he had a slight stroke of apoplexy ; 
a second followed on December 16th. During the time of 
his illness he was kept in perfect peace, and suffered 
patiently. Many of the Lord's people visited him, and 
others from afar inquired constantly of his state. Gifts 
and love-tokens came to him from saints in all parts, for he 
was a man " greatly beloved." The grace which had so 



72 Last Days of Service and Home Call. 

long been given him to serve, now enabled him to suffer 
joyfully. He often said, " It's all right, whatever way it 
ends. God, who has done so well for me all these years, is 
doing the very best now." He was tenderly nursed by 
brother Matthews and his dear wife, and they regarded it 
as the greatest privilege of their lives to wait upon the 
Lord's honoured servant, who had long years before given 
u,p home and all else for His Gospel's sake. Now, according 
to His Word, he was receiving even here, part of the 
"hundredfold" promised. Visits from his old friends, 
Donald Munro and John Smith, cheered him, but the 
doctors gave no hope of final recovery, the blood vessels 
of the brain being completely worn out by long years of 
hard work.' On February 16th, evidently feeling himself 
becoming weaker, he said-" If I am not able to serve the 
Lord here, I wish to be where I will." The same day he 
handed to brother Matthews his little store of money, even 
to a few cents, saying, "Take this and use it for God; I 
am done with it." He �ad been in the habit of giving 
away all that he got, except what he required for his own 
necessities, which were few, so there was no great store, 
but it was sacred. A servant of Christ in England, to whom 
par� of this sum was sent, says--" My heart was touched on 
receiving a letter with five dollars of this money, a few 
mornings ago, his parting gift to me. It was too sacred for 
me to keep, so I poured it out again before the Lord." On 
February 17th, he had a third stroke, and became uncon
&cious, quietly passing away into the presence of the blessed 
Lord, whom he had loved and served for over thirty-three 
years. 

Many mourned as for a father, and when the cablegram 
arrived in the North of Ireland, hundreds were melted into 
tears. No servant of Christ was more beloved or more 
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esteemed than "brother Campbell," as he was familiary 
named. His lifeless remains, as laid in the casket, presented 
the departed warrior or the Lord as in a peaceful sleep, 
while over his head hung the well-known Bible bag, with 
the words, "Is your soul saved?" which had been borne 
through many lands. He had finished his course with joy 
and accomplished his warfare with honour, not from earth 
but heaven. The wasted body told how fully he had given 
himself and his whole energies to the One whose love had 
won his heart, and to whose holy and honourable service 
he had given his strength and days. 

Jlt Dom� Witb 6od. 

Cold, silent, still ! 
Repose, how deep: unbroken by a breath! 

No wearied foot, no hot perspiring brow, 
Calm sleep-the sleep of death. 

These lips that spake 
The Word of Life, in faithfulness and love; 

Now sealed, until the Master's voice awake 
Their praise in heaven above. 

That placid face, 
Deserted index, lit with heaven's glad smile, 

Tells of the peace of God's redeeming grace 
Known through earth's little while. 

Where is Death's sting ? 
Where is thy boast, 0 grave, of victory won? 

The saint has passed thy gates; with joy we sing, 
The triumph of God's Son. 
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Now never more 
The ransomed spirit falters in its quest, 

The home is reached, the pilgrimage is o'er, 
Sweet toil, yet sweeter rest. 

Gone home to God ! 
Gone to the Lord, with Him for aye to dwell. 

The- warfare o'er; the path of faith all trod, 
Beloved, it is well ! 

On February 22nd, a large company of the people of 
God assembled, some coming long distances, to lay the 
man of God to rest. With deep sorrow or heart-for his 
loss to the Church of God on earth as a faithful minister 
of the Word, and to the world as a Gospel pioneer was great, 
as those who knew him most intimately felt-he was 
borne to his resting place in Woodlawn Cemetery, Sommer
ville, Mass., two of his children in the faith acting as pall 
bearers. His old and long tried friend and fellow-labourer, 
Donald Munro, preached from Acts xi. 24-" For he was 
a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith, and 
much people was added unto the Lord "-words which 
surely had a fitting application to the departed servant of 
Christ. Then he was laid gently to rest, as the words wertt 
softly sung, 

"Hush I be every murmur dumb, 
It is only ,till He come." 

till the fair mom of resurrection break, and the dead ia 
Christ arise in the beauty of their Lord. 

A plain granite stone ( of which we give a photograph), 
marks the place where he lies. The question, " Is your soul 
iaved ?" so often asked by the evangelist in the days of his 
active service, is chiselled plainly on the top, with the 
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words as shewn, boldly on its front, which many who walk 
and wander in that plaoe of the dead will read and remember. 
And surely we may confidently expect that God, who spoke 
so loudly through His servant's lips in life, will yet speak 
through these words and that plain testimony on his tomb, 
" Till Jesus come." 

Till then, beloved J runes Campbell, faithful witnesi 
and warrior of the Lord, farewell. Few there are who have 
borne the heat and burden of the day, who have spent 
themselves and their all for God and Eternity, as thou 
hast ! Little known or acknowledged upon earth, yet great 
in the sight of the Lord, and of high honour in heaven. 
Resting now in the cloudless light of God, in which even here 
thy spirit delighted to walk, and in the unveiled presence 
of Him who loved thee, and whom thou didst love and 
serve so well. We shall see thee, meet thee, greet thee, 
with thousands more, on the fair resurrection morning, 
when, in the full image of the Lord, thou and all the fruits 
of thy labour-sinners saved by grace from many lands
shall appear before the throne, thy crown of rejoicing there, 
full recompense and reward for long days and nights of 
ceaseless toil. Till then, man of God: warrior of the Lord
farewell. 



notts or Jlddrtssts. 

� HE ministry to which our brother was specially

--.:� � � 1 called, and in which he sought for so many
(�)) - 1 years to help the saints, was pre-eminently
� ' of a practical character. He sought to reach

���� the conscience, to lead the saints to a closer
walk with God, and to live godly in the

world. He had a high standard of what the believer's life
ought to be in separation from the world and devotedness
to God, too high for most who profess the Christian name,
but no more than the Word of God sets forth as that to
which those who, having been redeemed by the blood of
Christ and sealed by the Spirit of God, are called unto, even
to yield themselves with all that they are and have to God,
holding themselves, their time, their money, and their all
as His property. These great fundamental truths, so seldom
heard and so faintly realised even among true believers,
formed the chief part of his ministry, and were wrought
into every address he gave and every subject he dealt with.
No complete transcript of his ministry has been. preserved
so far as we know, but the following fragments, mostly
notes of addresses given at conferences and meetings for
ministry of the Word, will bring to the remembrance of
some who heard them, truths which, when spoken, were
God's message to many hearts and consciences, and may
enable others who never have heard the living voice of the
Lord's departed servant, to know the character of hi!
teaching and the lines of a ministry for which many have
cause to thank God that ever they were brought..&under its
power.
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JIii Belongs to God. 

(Read Luke xvi. I-I2: I Cor. vi. Ig; Romans xii. I.)

These verses contain truths which are for God's people 
We ourselves--our bodies, our time, our money, and all 
that we have belong to God. All has been purchased by 
the blood of Christ, and God expects that we will own His 
claim and give Him His own. He expects what we have 
read of in Romans xii. I, our bodies presented unto Him 
as living sacrifices. He expects that our money and all 
we possess, shall be held as a stewardship and used for God. 

A great curse among God's people is the love of money.; 
I have been convinced of this for years. Some who have 
money think that because they have a position in the 
world, they ought to have a place of distinction among the 
little flock of God's children ; but it is quite the reverse. 
If a child of God has this world's goods and holds to them 
as his own, it is impossible that he can be anything but a 
stumbling-block to his fellow-believers. I am not asking 
or recommending you to sell your farms, or houses, or stores, 
but I do say that the Lord who has bought you and claims 
you as His own, wants you to bring all that you have and 
lay it at His feet. 

It is not the mind of God that His people should get 
into high positions in the present evil world. I have never 
known any who aimed at it, be long before they lost their 
spiritual freshness, and were brought down to its level. 
There are children of Christian parents, who will curse the 
day that their fathers placed them in positions of tempta
tion, in order to make them big men in this world, and 
others live and die unconverted, because they were put into 
places where it was so hard for them to be saved. Instead 
of rising in the world, Christ went lower and lower. Bethle
hem's manger was very low, yet He went lower, even to 
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death, the shameful death of the Cross. So it was with 
Peter and Paul. This is the time of Christ's rejection, and 
He knows that if we are to be His wholly, we must be 
rejected too. Every one of us really saved, has got that in 
him, or her which answers to the truth of God, and the 
claims He makes upon us, and if we are true to Him, we will 
soon learn where He wants us to be, and what He wants 
us to do for Him. 

Hou, to K��P tn ;�nowsbtp wltb God. 

If we are to maintain fellowship with God, we must 
spend time dealing secretly with Him. If it should only 
be for three minutes, let it be our first business every 
morning to get into His presence ; it will soon go up to five. 
The next thing is the reading of the Word, to get a word 
from God Himself every morning. No child of God can 
maintain a right condition of soul, or walk in fellowship 
with Him, if the Word is neglected. Sometimes business 
is allowed to crush out prayer and the reading of God's 
Word, and the result is, the soul is starved and gets away 
from God. It is a terrible condition for a child of God to 
be in, when he cannot take time to speak to His Father, or 
hear His Father speak to him. In prayer we speak to God, 
and through the Word God speaks to us. The prevailing 
evil among God's children to-day is worldliness, wanting 
to gain the world; covetousness, which is idolatry, as He 
calls it. Let us be honest with our ourselves before the 
Lord, and He will soon discover to us what is the cause. 
This is what robs many of their fellowship with God. 
Then, when the Word discovers to us the idols that 
are in our hearts, He expects that we will deal with them 
and put away these strange gods. It will not be done in a 
moment; the breaking down of the idols and cutting down 
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the groves will keep us employed, for it is not lazy work 
to walk in fellowship with God. But when He sees there is 
an honest desire to have His company, and to please Him, 
He strengthens us by the Holy Ghost to keep His Word 
and walk in His ways. 

time Spent Jlwap from 6od, £ost. 

Every moment spent out of fellowship with God is lost 
time; it counts as nothing with God. Only the time spent 
living with and for God is of any real value in the reckoning 
of heaven. Some young Christians, only a few years 
converted, know more of God and have more time reckoned 
to their account, than others who have lived treble the time, 
simply because they have been living to themselves and 
for the world .. God did not count the time spent by His 
people of old, when wandering through the desert in un-
. belief. He did not count the years that were spent under 
the rule of Philistines and other heathen nations, as detailed 
in the book of Judges. He did not take account of the 
years they spent in Babylon, except as a period of back
sliding and of judgment. Some clever sceptics think they 
have discovered the want of harmony in the Word of God 
relating to these periods, but those who know them.ind of 
God, see its meaning. May God write it on our hearts. 
The Lord Jesus died for us, closing our history as men and 
women of the world, so that we should not henceforth live 
unto ourselves, but unto Him who died for us and rose 
again (2 Cor. v. 15). It is a mean thing for a child of God 
to be living as a worlclling, for his meat and his drink ; God 
has set something infinitely higher than that before His 
people. Let us make it the first thing to live for Him, and 
He will see to it that we have everything we need. 
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pr�acblng Wb�n not Rlgbt Wltb God. 

It is a dangerous thing for anyone to preach, when 
he is not right with God. He does not want our service 
if our souls are not in a right condition. To preach when 
out of fellowship with God can only result in evil. This is 
the reason that there are so many " strange children " 
begotten, and so much trouble in some assemblies. Preaching 
that is not in the power of the Holy Ghost, can only beget 
"strange children;" professors who have no life of God in 
them, because they have not been born of God. When 
preachers are not right with God, they cannot feed the 
flock, or give the children of God that which will build them 
up. The manna-the bread sent from heaven-was called 
angel's food, and was sweet as honey; but when it was left 
over and not freshly gathered, it bred worms and stank. 
The only way to get right with God is to get into His pre
sence in the spirit of the words of Psalm cxxxix. 23, "Search 
me, 0 God, and know my heart ; try me and know my 
thoughts." If there is honest confession and dealing with 
God as to our failings, He will soon restore and heal, and 
then service for Him will be acceptable, and He will use us 
as channels of blessing to others. 

Out of Bab\llon. 

(Read Ezra chap. iii. 10 to chap. iv. 8.) 
We see something very like what we read of here, among 

God's people in these last days, coming out from the reli
gious denominations of the world to gather in the Name of 
the Lord Jesus. As long as the people of God were in 
Babylon, they could not worship Him, they had to come 
out of Babylon and go back to Jerusalem before they 
could set up Jehovah's altar and keep His feasts. In 
Zechariah iv. 7, we read that all they did while in Babylon for 
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seventy years, they did it for themselves and not for God ; 
but when they came back to Jerusalem, they set up His 
altar and laid the foundation of the house of the Lord, and 
began to worship Him as He had commanded. Ezra shows 
us the way of worship; Nehemiah, work .among God's 
people, and Esther our relation to the world. The first 
two· our relation to God and one another, the last one our 
attitude toward the ungodly. In Ezra chap. ii., we read of 
some who ca.me up from Babylon, who could not show their 
father's house whether they were of Israel. Some may 
think that no unsaved would leave the sects and come out 
to where there is no minister to look up to, but this shows 
that they may. Whenever we take the place, in which we 
can honour God and keep His Word, the devil will be sure 
to seek to introduce his counterfeits, as the enemy sowed 
tares among the wheat. It was the same when the redeemed 
of Israel came out of Egypt, a mixed multitude came up 
among them. When the foundations of the temple were 
laid, some shouted for joy and others wept. The young 
men who had not seen the first house shouted, while the 
old men who had seen it wept. Some of us remember the 
shout of joy that went up, when we first saw the truths of 
separation and worship, and began to gather in the Lord's 
Name. By and by when we learned something of the 
glory of the first house, of the church in its early days as 
described in the early chapters of Acts, we might well 
weep. There the Lord's people were all together, all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, all ·speaking of Christ, and none 
counting what he possessed as his own. Where do· we see 
this at the present time? When the ancient men, who had 
seen the first temple in its glory, looked on the small and 
miserable house that stood before them, compared with 
the former house in its glory, they wept, and if we are 
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"ancient men" we also shall mourn and weep over the 
low condition of assemblies of saints, which profess to take 
the same place and be subject to the same Lord-and this 
is surely what we aim at-as those churches which were in 
Judea (I Thess. ii. 14). As we look around and see the 
low condition, the lack of power, the worldliness, we see 
enough to cause us to weep. But while we have enough 
to keep us humble, we need not be discouraged ; we have 
'' God and the Word of His grace," and in a little while 
we shall see the house more glorious than ever, when� it 
is complete (Eph. ii. 2I) and filled with his own presence 
in glory (Rev. xxi. II). But there is another side : "The 
young men shouted for joy.'' It was so much better tha1t 
what they had been accustomed to in Babylon, where they 
had been born. And surely so is the fellowship of saints, 
in spite of all its weaknesses and troubles, than what 
some of us were accustomed to in our early days of 
Christian life, when we went to hear a dry sermon read 
that made us miserable, with nothing of God or Christ 
in it. There is much to humble us, much unfaithfulness 
and worldliness; yet it is better to be where we have 
" God and the Word of His grace " to correct and 
humble us, and to restore us when we fail, than to be where 
that Word is put to one side, and mans traditions take its 
place. 

Kuplng tb� D�w of Spiritual £1ft. 

(Read Psa. ex. 3; Josh. xiv. II; Hosea vii. 8-9.) 
It was said of the Lord Jesus-'' Thou hast the dew of 

Thy youth," and of Him only can it be said fully. Whea 
we were saved, we were all of full value according to age 
(Lev. xxvii.) so to speak; but some, soon after their conver
sion become prematurely old, like Ephraim, having grey 
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hairs and knowing it not. It is easy enough to lose the 
freshness and vigour of spiritual youth. " Ephraim hath 
mixed himself among the people," that was the cause of 
his decline. "Strangers hath devoured his strength." 
When the children of God get away in heart from God, and 
become mixed up with the ungodly, they soon lose their 
strength, as Samson did. Solomon was called old at the 
age of fifty-one ; when he allowed his wives to lead him 
away from God into idolatry, he soon lost the dew of his 
youth. David waxed faint on the field of battle, and had 
to be succoured by Abishai slaying the giant who threatened 
to overcome him. So the children of God, who trifle with 
sin and get into the world, lose their spiritual power, and 
become helpless and weak as other men. In striking 
contrast to these sad cases, we read of Moses, the man of 
God, at the age of one hundred and twenty years, having 
the dew of his youth. " His eye was not dim, nor his 
moisture fled" (Deut. xxxiv. 7 margin). Caleb. who 
followed the Lord fully, was a warrior at the age of eighty
five. He could say, "As yet I am as strong this day, as I 
was in the day that Moses sent me; as my strength was 
then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out 
and come in" (Josh. xiv. II). In Psa. cxxvii. 4 we read, 
'' As arrows in the hand of the mighty, so are the children 
of youth." There is a special word here to those who 
preach the Gospel. If we are abiding in the dew of youth, 
walking ii) the Spirit, and preaching in the Spirit, then 
those who are saved through our ministry will not be 
sickly, but strong and healthy children, whose lives will be 
an honour to God and a blessing to his people. The 
"strange children" who are brought in among God's 
people, and the weak and sickly ones who are such a care 
to those who seek to care for the saints, are mostly to be 

6 
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accounted for by the condition of those who are preachers. 
In Isaiah xl. 31, we learn the secret of renewing our strength 
is by waiting upon God, being much in His presence, and 
so keeping upon terms of intimacy with God, as to be getting 
continual fresh supplies direct from Him. 

JI Good C¢stlmonl). 

Read I Samuel xii. 1-4. 
In these verses we have the testimony concerning one 

who had lived amongst his own people from his childhood 
until he was grey-headed. It is said concerning him in his 
early life three times, that "he grew,'' and " grew before 
the Lord.' ' That was a good beginning ; now here is the 
end. He could look. them in the face all round, and _they 
could answer in these words. Surely it is a good commenda
tion; one that all God's servants should seek. In I Thess. 
ii. IO, Paul could appeal to the Thessalonians, " Ye are 

. witnesses, how· holily and justly, and unblameably we 
behaved ourselves among ·you. He and those with him 
had a good testimony among the sai�s. This is of more 
value than grand preaching, that is not backed up with a 
godly life. The preacher must be clean before He can be 
used. Psalm xxiv. 3 asks, "Who shall ascend into the hill 
of God ?'' And the answer is, " He that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart.,, Then follows-'' He shall receive the 
blessing of the Lord,, (verse 5). This is God's way. 
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writing, in the ordinary sense, was 
not in Mr. Campbell's way, but he did write 
to fellow-believers, words of help and encour
agement, and to young Christians words of 
counsel and cheer, always leading them to 
the Word of God. In nearly every letter 

of his, there is reference made to the portion· of the Word 
in which he happened to be reading that day, or the latest 
discovery of spiritual treasure in some Scripture on which 
he had been meditating. MeJ?- of business passing through 
trial, suffering Christians, bereaved and sorrowing saints 
all shared the ministry of his pen, while those who had been 
led to the Lord through his ministry had a special share 
in his loving remembrance when far away, by means of 

· correspondence with him. A number of such letters lie
before us, from which we make a few extracts, to give an
idea of their character and seope.

Cleaolng to tbe £ord; feeding on tbe Word. 

To a Young Believer. 
"I am glad to hear that you are happy in the Lord, 

and finding much spoil in His own Word. It is by feeding 
on Christ in the Word that you will grow and be strong in 
the Lord. Keep cleaving to Him with purpose of heart, 
abiding in His love, the love that brought Him to Calvary 
for us. By this mail I am sending you a few tracts, which 
it will do you good to give out, and pray that God may 
make them· a blessing to others. We can never praise 
Him enough for saving us from the wrath that we so richly 
deserve, but we are to show our gratitude by living for Him 
and !eeking to bring others to Him.'' · · · 
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put ect peact. 
A Word of Chee, to a Tried Beli�e,. 

11 We are still here, and have much to praise our gracious 
God for. Meetings keep about the same in numbers, and 
now and again we see tokens of His wonder-working hand. 
My portion this morning was Isaiah, chap. xxvi. It is 
grand. May we know more and more what is is to enjoy 
the 'perfect peace 1 which those whose minds are stayed 
on Jehovah Himself have. He it is who is our Refuge (Psa. 
xlvi. I), and the wall of fire round about His people (Zech.
ii. 5). Surely with such a God as OUR God, we may well
sing-

" • Why should I ever careful be, 

Since such a God is mine ? 

He watches o'er me night and day. 

And tells me • Mine is thine.• ,. 

trials of f altb. 

To a Saint passing through a Season of Testing. 

'' I hope you are well and following on to know the 
Lord, ever learning more of Him. As you do, He will 
become increasingly precious to you, and you will think 
less and less of yourself. All who go on with God learn 
more and more how worthless they are, but they learn too 
how exceedingly precious Christ is. I have been reading 
in Genesis xxii. this morning. Abraham had to pass through 
many trials, and gain many victories, before he was able 
for this one. It is God's way to lead His children on from 
step to step. As we read in Proverbs-' The path of the 
just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day' (Prov. iv. 18). This chapter shews 
Abraham there. I suppose he began to shine when he left 
Ur of the (:haldees, then went stea!IDy on, trusting God 
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and obeying His Word until he reached the goal when God 
could say ' Now I know,' &c. (ver. 13)." 

Otsdpllnt a means of Blessing. 

To a Business Man passing through Diffeculties. 

" The hundred and third Psalm has been my morning 
portion to-day. It is a grand redemption song, generally 
acknowledged to be a Millennial Psalm, but we have nQ 
difficulty in adopting its language to ourselves. You will 
have noticed that the blessings in verses 3-5 are all con
tinuous : He forgiveth, healeth, redeemeth, &c. The 
case that has been troubling you is included. Another 
word in Psalm xxxii. 7, occurs to me : ' Thou shalt compass 
me about with songs of deliverance.' David, at the time he 
writes, records one of the deliverances the Lord had given 
him, and he sings of it there; but he knows there will be 
more-' Thou shalt compass me/ &c. I expect to hear of 
you being honourably delivered out of this trouble. He 
has allowed you to be a good deal troubled with this matter, 
and it has been the cause of a good deal of exercise and 
heart-searching, and all this has been permitted of our 
gracious God for your present and eternal welfare; and 
I may say in the words of Peter,' Who is he that will harm 
you if you be followers of that which is good' (I Pet. iii. 
13). The great purpose of all His discipline is, to conform 
us to the image of His Son, to separate us more and more 
from the world, and make us more and more heavenly in 
all our ways." 



BIOGRAPHIES OP 

GOD'S SERVANTS. 
Published by JOHN RITCHIE, Kilmarnock. 

DONALD ROSS. Pioneer Evangelist of the North of Scot-
land and United States of America. 

The Stirring Narrative of his Conversion, Separation from the Religious 
'\Vorld and leading in the path of faith, with an account of how the first 
Assemblies of Christians gathering in the Na.me of the Lord alone, were 
formed in the North of Scotland, and in many parts of America. Edited by 
his son, C. W. Ross, Chicago. 

Cloth Boards, 2/-; Cloth, Gilt, 2/6; Half Moroc�o, 3/6. 

CHARLES MORTON. The Eng}ish Ev�ngel_ist, co�-
verted m the V1ctona Music 

Hall, London, began to preach as a lad of seventeen, and continued in the 
work of evangelizing and preaching for over thirty years, until his home
call. With a Stirring account of Revival and Bible C�rriage \Vork amongst 
the Villages of England. A Splendid Book for Young Men . 

. Cloth Boards, 1/6 ; Cloth Bevelled, Gilt, 2/-. 

JAMES CAMPBELL. A Servant of Jesus Christ,
Evangelist of the North of 

Ireland, United States of America, and Australia. With an interesting 
account of Gospel Work in these countries, in which there was " much 
people added unto the Lord." 

Cloth Boards, 1/- Net; Cloth, Gilt Edges and Title, 1/6. 

SAMUEL BLOW. A Pr�acher _of the Gospel of Jesus
Chnst, with an account of the 

Stirring Revival Times of 1859-66. Pen and pencil Pictures of the chief 
evangelists and workers, with a Narrative of Thirty Years' Gospel Work, 
in the Open-air, in Tents, at Races, and throughout the British Isles. 

Cloth Boards, 1/-; Cloth, Gilt, 1/6; Paper Covers, 6d. 

JEANIE GILCHRIST. Missionary to �he W�men ot

Central Africa, . with an 
account of her conversion, early service, and how the Gospel was first 
!pread amongst the tribes of the interior. Many views of African life,
photos., groups of natives and Mission workers. A Book of great interest
and value to Christian Women and Girls.

Cloth Boards, 1/- Net; Cloth, Gilt Title and Edges, 1/6. 
-

JOHN RITOHIE, Publleher, Kllmarnook. 



1Rew :J13ooks for :JSible Stube11ts, 
EVANGELISTS, PREACHERS, TEACHERS AND ALL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 

Five Hundred Gospel Subjects. By John Ritchie. Outlines, 
Notes, and Suggestive .l:iea.de of Jfive Hundred Goepel Addressee, all 
of which have been already used. With an Introduction to Young 
Preachers and Soul-Winners. Cloth Boards, 1/6; Bevelled, Gilt Edges, 
2/-; Half-Morocco, 2/6. All nett. 

Five Hundred Bible Subjects. By John Ritchie. Doctrinal, 
Fundamental, Evangelical, Dispensational, Ecclesiastical and Practical 
Subjects. All used in giving Bible Readings, Addresses, and Ex
positions, chiefly to Young Believers. With an Introduction on "The 
Reading, Study, and Meditation of the Word of God." Cloth Board■, 
1/6; Bevelled, Gilt Edges, 2/-; Half-Morocco, 2/6. All nett. 
The above Books may also be had with 32 Pages of Ruled Paper, for Additional 

Su�jectt and Notes, which Christian Workers and Bible Studenta may add from 
time to time. 6d extra per Copy in either Binding. 

&' In the Press. To be Ready Soon. 
Five Hundred Children's Subjects. By John Ritchie. Black

board Lessons, Illustrated Bible Subjects, Gospel Narratives, Scripture 
Acrostics and Talks to Little Ones. With an Introduction on" How to 
gather and conduct Children's Meetings and Young Folks' Bible Classes." 
Cloth Boards, 1/6; Bevelled, Gilt Edges, 2/-; Half-Morocco, 2/6. All nett. 

Five Hundred Incidents, Stories, and Illustrations. All 
used to elueida.te, apply, and clinch the Gospel Message, and to interest, 
arrest, and arouse old 11,nd young while preaching 1,be Word in the Open• 
air, Tents, Halls, and Cottages. Compiled by John Ritchie. With an 
Introductory Article on" Illustrations and Incidents-When and how 
to use them." Cloth Boards, 1/6; Bevelled, Gil tEdges, 2/·; Half
Morocco, 2/6, nett. Any 2 Books, 3/·; the Set of 4 Books, 6/-. Post Free. 

Bible Note Book. With Hundreds of Biblical Subjects, Notes, and 
Doctrinal, Critical, Dispensational, and Geographical Outlines. Walter 
Scott. Cloth Boards, 1/6. 

Cl'uden's Concordance. Complete, without Catch Lines, giving 
all the Texts in the larger Editions. Pocket size. Cloth Boards, I/-net. 

Aids to Bible Students. Containing over 500 pages of Helpful 
and lnl!ltructive Biblical Matter including The Bible-Its History, 
Contents, Translations, Bible Calendar, Plants, Stones, Animals, 
Proper Names (their Pronounciations and Me�nings), Gloseary, Index, 
Concordance, and Indexed Atlas. Cloth, I/-. 

Young's Concordance. Special Prices for a short time. 211 for 
12s 6d, 25s for l 6s, 30s for 18s 6d. 

Concise Critical Commental'y to the Bible. By Robert Y oun1, 
LL.D., Author of 2'he Analyticat Ooncorda.nce. A real help to the
1tudy of the Word, giving New Translations, Meaning of Words, with
Parallel Readings and References on every Chapter of the Bible.
Cloth Boards, Reduced from 5/- to 3/6.

JOHN RITC�IE, Publisher, Kilmar�ook. 



Books for Believers. 
BY JOHN RITCHIE, Edltol' of u The Sunday School Worker." 

li5,000 Copies of this Series have been issued. All One Size. 
Bound in Cloth, with Gilt T1tles. 

One Shilling Bach. Presentation Editions. Gilt Edges, ts 6d, Post Free. 

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness. Fourth Edition. 11101-
trated. Leot,ures, delivered wi�h a .Model, on the Types of the 
Tabernacle, as aet,ting forth the Gospel, the Person and Work of 
Christ, and the 'Place and Privileges of Believers, wHh a New 
Chapter ou the Levites and their Work. 

Egypt to Canaan; or, The Exodus and Journeyings of the Chil
dren of Israel, Illustrative of the Believer's Redemption, Salvation, 
Walk, and Warfare. With a Coloured Diagram and Illustrations. 

The Feasts of Jehovah. Bright Foreshadowings of Present Grace 
and Coming Glory. The Seven Feasts of Leviticus xxiii., as Types of 
the Great Truths of Redemption, Communion, Resurrection, The 
Present Age, ·.rhe Church's Calling, and The Glory to Come. With a 
Coloured Chart. 

The Second Advent of the Lord Jesus. With Subsequent 
E\ enta in the 1:iea.vens and on the Earth. 'l'eu Lectures to Believers. 
Illustrated by a Cumplete Dispensational Chart of these Great Events, 
from the Cross of Obrist to the Eternal Glory. 

Foundation Truths of the Gospel. Twelve Bible Readings on 
Regeuera.tion, Conversion, Juatificatiou, Redemption, Salvation, Assur
ance, Judgment, Sa.notification, Perfection, Eternal Life, Separation, 
Glory. With Questions and Answers on points of difficulty in connec
tion with each. 

a- In the Press. To be Ready Shortly.
Foundation Truths of the Faith. Twelve Addresses on the 

Triune God ; Man, his Ureation, Fall and Destiny ; The Iospira.tion 
and Purity of the Bible; The Divinity and Manhood of Jesus Christ; 
The Atonement, its Nature, Necessity, and Results; The Ruurrection 
of Christ, its Facts and Theories ; 'l'he Holy Spirit, His Personality 
and Work ; The Church, its Calling, Place and Destiny ; Life, Death, 
and Immortality; The D,evil, hie History, Character, and End; 
Bea.Ten and Hell, their Locality and Inhabitants ; Punishment, its 
Necessity, Duration, and Denial in Tarioua forms; with Questions and 
Answers on all thes e Subjects. 

The Faith Assailed. Six Lectures on Latter Day. Doctrines of 
Demons and Departures from the Faith. Romanism, its Doctrines, 
Depravities, and Deceit,; Ritualism, its Nature, Propagation, and 
Results ; Rationalism, a. Denial of God, Hie Word and W orka ; 
Spirit1u .. \llsm, its Satanic Origin, Seducing EfFecta, and Predicted 
End ; Christadelphlanism, ita Errors and Distortion■ of the Truth. 
Unitarianism and ita Allies, Ancient and Modern. 

Olotb Boarch, 11 Bach. Cloth Bevelled, Gilt, 11 Gd, Po■- Free. ADJ I Bookt, II ed. 

JOHN RITCHIE, PublisheP, KimaPnoek. 


	A 1
	A 2
	A 3
	A 4



