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PREFACE. 

I WAS asked recently by a much esteemed brother 
in Christ to set forth, as clearly and concisely as 
I could, what I apprehended to be the teaching 
of Scripture in regard to dealing with physical illness 
among saints. 

There are special reasons why the mind of the 
Lord on this important subject should be understood 
by His people, and His way in regard thereto be 
strictly followed by them, during these closing days of 
Church-testimony on earth. Having these reasons in 
view, I have prepared the following pamphlet. It is 
the fruit of much prayer and meditation in the Word, 
and IT IS by the Word that the readers of this 
pamphlet must test its doctrine. 

It is, I know, far more pleasing to our natural 
hearts to walk in man's ways than in God's; and 
I know too, that teaching which excuses or justifies 
our yielding to such inclinations is more acceptable 
than that which forbids it. But the truth remains 
that man's ways are NOT God's ways : and in nothing 
are their respective ways farther apart than in the 
matter of dealing with sickness. And not only so, 
but sickness in a child of God is a RADICALLY 
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DIFFERENT THING from sickness in a child of 
wrath. It follows that " treatment " which is appro
priate in the one case is utterly inappropriate in the 
other. As to this I conceive that the Scriptures 
leave no room for doubt ; and I put forth these 
pages iri the hope that, through the convincing power 
of the Word and Spirit, the truth in this regard may 
be brought home to the hearts and consciences. 
of some who wish to stand perfect and complete in,. 
ALL the will of God. 

P H I L I P MAURO. 

At Sea, Dec. 9th, 1909, 



SICKNESS AMONG SAINTS 
— o — 

"TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? " (John vi. 68) 
— o — 

H I S question, when it came from the lips of 
Peter, did not imply any uncertainty on his 
part as to what he ought to do. It was 

in reply to the Lord's own question, "Will ye also 
go away ? " and it was intended to bring out forcibly 
the fact that there was none other to whom the 
disciples COULD go. 

It seems to the writer a strange thing that any 
one, who knows himself to be a child of God and 
a member of Christ's Body, should ask the question 
" To whom shall I go ?" when sickness comes. 
Yet this is still a question with many saints, a 
question which is usually answered by turning away 
from the Source of life and health, from the One 
Who alone has the words of eternal life, and seeking 
such poor aid as man and his science can afford. 

I propose, therefore, to seek from God's Word, 
His own answer to the question, " What shall His 
children do when sickness attacks them ?" It is 
more needful just at this time than ever before 
that His way for His people should be clearly 
discerned and strictly followed. Some of the reasons 
for this are : 

i. The inefficiency of man's expedients to 
cope with the terrible and increasingly manifest 
power of death and disease is becoming more 
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and more apparent notwithstanding the boastful 
claims of progress in medical science. 

2. The particularly grievous, desperate, and 
even abominable nature of some of the practices 
of modern medical research call for a decided 
stand against them on the part of God's people. 

3. The amazing growth of healing cults, such 
as Eddyism, Psychotherapy, etc., is due largely 
to the unbelief of the saints in preferring man's 
way in sickness to God's. 

4. There is a special call to God's saints, in 
these last evil days, and in view of the imminence 
of the Lord's coming, to emphasize as never be
fore their COMPLETE SEPARATION FROM THE 
WORLD ; and to give a clear testimony that they 
are " complete in Him," that they are " not debtors 
to the flesh to walk after the flesh," and are not 
debtors to the world and its sciences for anything, 
least of all to its " medical science." 

5. God's ways are not man's ways, being, 
amongst other differences, infinitely superior there
to. Therefore His saints CANNOT AFFORD to ex
change the better for the worse. 
Again, I say it is strange that there should be 

any question at all as to what a child of God should 
do when physical disorder occurs ; for to admit there 
IS a question is to suggest that God has left us in 
doubt as to His mind on this subject. Why SHOULD 
THERE TE any question as to such an important 
matter i Is it because God's Word speaks obscurely 
or ambiguously about it? Surely that cannot be. 
Is it then because His people PREFER to put their 
trust in man's remedies rather than in God's ? 
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I confidently maintain that the Word of God 
speaks with perfect clearness on this important 
subject, and not in one place only, but in many. 
I further maintain that it speaks in such manner as 
to be intelligible to the simple-minded believer; 
there being no need of learning or exegetical skill in 
order to bring the answer into view. Indeed, learn
ing and exegetical skill are rather needed in order 
to get rid of the plain declarations of God's Word on 
this subject. Any simple-minded child of Godf 

sincerely seeking his Heavenly Father's answer t a 
the question, "What shall I do when sick?" would 
be perfectly satisfied with these plain words : " Is any 
sick among YOU (believers) let HIM (it is an in
dividual matter) call for the elders of the Church," 
etc. (James v. 14). But there are those of repute 
among us who say this Scripture is not for us, but 
for believers who were Jews. They say the Epistle 
of James was addressed to " the twelve tribes 
scattered abroad," and is therefore not for Gentile 
members of the Church, the Body of Christ. Thus 
the middle wall of partition between Jew and Gen
tile, which wall Christ removed by His death 
(Eph. ii. 14, 15), is set up again by human hands, 
and the Scriptures which declare that in Christ is 
"neither Jew nor Greek" (Gal. iii. 28 ; Col. iii. I i ) , 
are set aside, in order that believers who were Gen
tiles may consider themselves free to resort to the 
aids which the unbelieving world has devised, and 
whereof it greatly boasts. And thus, according ta 
this method of handling the Word of God, we have,, 
in this era of the " one Body," a Divine provision for 
the sick believer who was once a Jew, while the sick 



S SICKNESS AMONG SAINTS. 

believer who was once a Gentile is remitted to the 
world's certified physicians and druggists. Do. the 
Scriptures teach really that ? 

Others object that there are now no " elders " upon 
whom the sick one may call, or who, if called, would 
obey this Word of God. But how comes it that there 
are no elders ? Will God accept this excuse when 
His Word is full of specific directions concerning the 
qualifications and duties of the elders of an assem
bly ? As well might the assembly dispense with 
Bibles, and on that ground excuse a failure to read 
and minister the Word. The excuse is not valid, 
for the explicit command is, " Is there any sick 
among you ? let him call " ; and if he obeys in this, 
God will doubtless provide " elders" who WILL 
minister to the sick one according to His Word, and, 
in any event, G O D HIMSELF will hear the " call." 

Again, if, in answer to the question, " To whom 
shall we go ?" we were to cite the Old Testament 
Scriptures or the Gospels for the purpose of showing 
that God's Will is that His people when sick should 
come to Him in simple faith, we should be told that 
those Scriptures do not apply to members of the 
Church, but exclusively to those saints who were 
living in an earlier dispensation. Everyone will, of 
course, admit that God had made it very plain in 
those parts of His Word, that it was a grievous 
thing in His sight for His people to seek unto the 
physicians and not unto the Lord, or to go down 
to Egypt for help, or to lean upon the arm of flesh; 
but we are asked to assume that what grieved God in 
that dispensation is well-pleasing to Him in 
the present age, notwithstanding that His saints are 
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now SPECIALLY called upon to walk by faith, and 
that they have a position of nearness to Himself in 
Christ, whereof the Jew was utterly ignorant. This 
is " dividing the Word of Truth " indeed ; but is it 
" RIGHTLY dividing " it ? 

Seeing, however, that the application to members 
of the Church of God of the Old Testament Scrip
tures, and of the Gospels, and of all the Epistles save 
only those of Paul (and indeed some of his) is denied 
or questioned by teachers of repute among us, I put 
those Scriptures aside for the present, and look for 
an answer to our question in the Epistles written by 
Paul to the seven churches. But before doing so I 
would earnestly exhort my fellow believers to be 
VERY SURE that, in denying the application to them
selves of Scriptures which so clearly reveal the mind 
of the unchangeable God, they are not really seeking 
a pretext for resorting to man's remedies. I wish 
not to give offence to any in saying this ; but only to 
urge what we all know, namely, that the natural 
heart is deceitful above all things, and will go even 
to the length of setting forth SCRIPTURAL arguments 
in justification of its unbelieving ways. 

C. H. M. has well said that ..the thought of trusting 
God alone for deliverance is enough to drive the 
natural heart to the verge of insanity. ANYTHING 
but that ! Give it homeopathy, allopathy, hydro
pathy, osteopathy, psychotherapy, quackery, or any
thing else. And this evil heart of unbelief, always 
prompting us to depart from the living God, and to 
seek unto dying man, is in every one of us, and must 
be seriously reckoned with. 

Surely, if God has so changed that He would have 



IO SICKNESS AMONG SAINTS. 

His saints of this dispensation do THE VERY THINGS 
which He severely rebuked and punished in past 
ages, He would have made it unmistakeably clear. 
Therefore, the simple fact, that among the many 
minute directions given to members of the Church of 
God for their guidance there is no command to put 
themselves into the hands of doctors and to take 
drugs into their bodies when sick, should be quite 
enough for anyone who truly desires to please God 
by trusting and obeying Him in all things. 

PERSONAL TESTIMONY. 
Let mc at this point say that I and the members 

of my family have had an experience of about six 
years in trusting God alone for help and deliverance 
in sickness. I use the expression " God alone " as a 
concession to those who try to persuade themselves 
that they can trust God and human expedients, that 
are free to adopt " means" of MAN'S CONTRIVING 
and call upon God to " bless the means." To me it 
is not possible to trust God AND medicine ; nor is it 
thinkable that He would accept such a divided trust 
if it were possible on our side. I am fully persuaded 
that those believers who resort to medicines for the 
purpose of combating sickness, and think they are 
trusting God by so doing, are deceiving themselves. 

The experience above referred to has been a very 
profitable one. We have seen severe, acute, and in 
some cases chronic, disorders removed by the Hand 
of God ; but that is not the greatest of the resulting 
benefits. Though it is indeed a very blessed experi
ence to receive physical deliverance directly from 
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Him, and though it is no small matter to be free 
from the expense, inconvenience, uncertainty, and 
often disastrous blunders, incident to medical prac
tice, the GREAT benefits have been the spiritual profit 
accruing from permitting His correction and disci
pline to proceed to the accomplishment of His pur
pose, looking therein NOT PRIMARILY FOR T H E 

HEALING, but for the peaceable fruit of righteousness, 
whereby H E IS GLORIFIED, and which is invariably 
yielded to those who are exercised by His chastening 
(John xv. 2, 8 ; Heb. xii. 6 -n) . As I now look back 
upon the (nearly) seven years of my life as a child of 
God, and recall the marvels of grace, goodness and 
faithfulness, which He has manifested to us during 
that short time, it is clear that some of our richest 
and most profitable experiences would be lacking 
had we not learned and ACTED UPON the truth that 
it is our privilege, as well as our duty, to trust Him 
wholly with every case of physical illness. 

THE TEACHING OF THE PAULINE 
EPISTLES. 

We turn now to the Epistles of the Apostle Paul 
to the seven churches (to which Scriptures some of 
our teachers would limit us), and I venture at the 
outset to say that we shall find the duty and privi
lege of children of God to seek Him alone in cases 
of sickness stated therein with greater fulness and 
emphasis than in any other portion of the Word of 
God. 

The special ministry of the Apostle Paul was 
FIRST to testify the gospel of the grace of God for 
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faith-obedience among all nations (Acts xx. 24 ; 
Rom. i. 5 ; 1 Cor. i. 17); and SECOND to set forth the 
previously hidden truth, or "mystery," concerning 
the ECCLESIA (calling out), to wit, God's eternal 
purpose to have an " elect" (chosen) people called 
out from both J E W S AND GENTILES, which purpose 
was not to be plainly revealed until after Christ, the 
Son of God, had been rejected and crucified by His 
"elect people" (Rom. xvi. 25 ; Ephes. iii. 3-11; v. 32, 
etc.). These two parts of Paul's ministry really con
stitute an harmonious whole; since it is by the 
preaching of the gospel of God concerning His Son, 
crucified and raised from the dead, that sinners 
among both Jews and Gentiles are quickened, and 
are made members of the ONE BODY, the Church 
(ECCLESIA), whereof the Risen Christ is the Head. 

Hence these writings of Paul contain " the deep 
things of God," things which eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man. But God specially revealed these things to 
His servant Paul, and commanded him to proclaim 
them, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth (1 Cor. ii. 9, x. 13). 
It follows that in these writings we encounter "some 
things hard to be understood," as we are expressly 
warned by the Apostle Peter (2 Peter iii. 16), which 
things can be discerned only by those who are 
" spiritual." We should, therefore, not expect to find 
in the writings of Paul the same elementary prac
tical directions given so clearly in other Scriptures. 
But his writings do not contradict or revoke the 
directions given to God's people in other parts of 
the Bible. On the contrary he repeatedly founds 
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his doctrine upon the " as it is written ; "' and espe
cially does he refer most explicitly to the experiences 
of God's redeemed people of old, saying of them 
expressly that ALL those things happened unto them 
for ensamples and that they were written for our 
admonition (i Cor. x. n ) . It is manifest that 
everything pertaining to life and godliness that was 
becoming in a believing Israelite, is equally (and 
even more so) becoming in those who have been 
brought by grace into a relation with God far 
closer than that of the Israelite. 

Particularly does this Apostle take up and expand 
the FAITH-PRINCIPLE, which God imputed to Abra
ham for righteousness, and which was expressly set 
forth by the prophet Habakkuk. Therefore, to walk 
by faith is not less but more the proper charac
teristic of a child of God in this dispensation than 
in the dispensation of, law. And it is by the 
writings of Paul that this characteristic is most 
clearly stated and most earnestly enforced. If, under 
the old dispensation, it was said that " the just shall 
live by faith," now it is emphatically declared that 
"whatsoever is not of faith is sin " (Rom. xiv. 23). 
That medicine and surgery are not of faith, but are, 
on the contrary, the outcome of sinful man's efforts to 
supply for himself the means for combating the 
EFFECTS of sin without departing from the STATE of 
sin, need not be argued. Medicinal agencies have 
not been devised as aids to faith in God, but rather 
to serve the contrary purpose of making man his 
own deliverer, and rendering it unnecessary for him 
to make God his Helper. 

Inasmuch then, as these remedial agencies are 
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the helps to which unbelievers resort, and in which 
they place their confidence, it is clear they are not "of 
faith." And with very good reason may the un
believer scoff at the child of God, who, while 
professing to be wholly separated from the world, 
yet flies at once to the world's " remedies" when 
he falls under the power of the great being, the 
Devil, who is both " the prince of this world " and 
who also wields the power of death and disease.* 
That kind of trust in God which trusts Him only so 
long as things go comfortably for the flesh affords 
many occasions to the enemy to blaspheme. 

Our first proposition, therefore, is that the teaching 
in regard to the members of Christ's Body which is 
found in the writings of Paul to the Churches, does 
not abrogate or set aside, but confirms and enforces 
all the requirements of the Old Testament concern
ing FAITH AND TRUST IN GOD. It is pertinent in 
this connection to recall that, during the earthly 
ministry of the Lord Jesus, His heart rejoiced at 
every manifestation of trust in Himself as the Healer 
of the body, and that every manifestation of faith 
upon which He bestowed commendation was faith 
for PHYSICAL HEALING. What then can He—Who 
is the same yesterday, to-day and for ever—think of 
those whose actions testify (whatever they may say 
with their lips) that their trust for physical healing 
is in human science (so-called) ? 

THE TEACHING OF ROMANS. 
In Romans is the setting forth of " the Gospel" or 
* That Satan has the power of death and of inflicting disease is shown by 

Heb. ii, 14, Job ii. 7, Luke xiii. 16, Aets x. ,^3. '< 
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good news of God concerning His Son, Who was 
announced as the Son of God with power by the 
resurrection from the dead. The need of such good 
news is first shown by a description of the hopeless 
condition of the entire human race, that of the 
Gentiles who had not the law, and that of the Jews 
who had the law and "rested" in it, instead of keeping 
it. From the undeniable facts stated in the opening 
chapters the conclusion is deduced that A L L have 
sinned and are under judgment of God, and that 
there was not one that practised good, no, not 
so much as one. To men in such a state as 
this the value of God's good news concerning His 
Son is beyond price; and they would so esteem it 
were they able to appraise it. But so blind and 
ignorant are they that they need to be taught even 
their own hopeless condition as being " without 
strength " and " ungodly." 

Then the Gospel is proclaimed, the prominent 
feature thereof being GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS in 
gratuitously justifying (making righteous) the BE
LIEVING sinner, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, Whom God has set forth (not as an 
•example for impotent sinners to copy, but as) a 
MERCY-SEAT THROUGH FAITH IN H I S BLOOD 

(iii. 24, 25). Justification is thus declared to be 
GOD'S RIGHTEOUS ACT in putting away the sins of 
those who are " of the faith of Jesus " (iii. 26). 

After justification from SINS comes the subject of 
deliverance from SIN, i.e., the removal of the justified 
sinner from the stock of the old or Adamic humanity. 
The word " sin " is used as descriptive of the condi
tion into which all of Adam's race are born, and the 
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nature they all inherit from him, even though (as in 
the case of infants) they have committed no SINS 
requiring justification. This part of the gospel, 
beginning at Rom. v. 12, sets forth a New Man, the 
Risen Christ, Who gives a RIGHTEOUS NATURE or 
constitution ("many are CONSTITUTED RIGHTEOUS ")• 
and a NEW LIFE (new in kind) to all His race. The 
first man brought his race into the domain of sin and 
death. ("By one man SIN entered the world and 
DEATH by sin." " By one man's offence death 
reigned.") The Second Man brought His race out of 
the domain of sin and death, into the domain of 
grace and eternal life. It is important to lay hold of 
the great fact that, by the DEATH of Christ, He AND 
ALL His MEMBERS are CUT OFF from the stock of 
the first humanity,—" the body of sin," and that by 
His RESURRECTION He AND they are brought into a 
new sphere of being, a new creation, wherein they 
receive from Him a NEW LIFE and a NEW NATURE. 

Such are the sublime truths set forth in this portion 
of the Word. GOD has said these wonderful things. 
They constitute the essence of His gospel " concern
ing His Son." And having heard what God has 
said, the question is, "What shall W E say then ?" 
" Shall we continue in sin ? " That is, shall we go on 
with that old life, its ways and habits, and gratifica
tions, and hopes, and helps, and confidences ? And 
the answer is " How can we ? How is it possible, 
seeing that we were planted together (literally CON
JOINED) in the likeness of Christ's death, and were-
thus completely cut off from that old order of things, 
into which sin had entered and over which death 
reigned ? 
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In regard to resurrection, what is made prominent 
in Romans, is not the resurrection of the believer, 
which is yet future, but the death and resurrection 
of CHRIST, made available to the believer NOW 
WHILE IN THE " MORTAL BODY."* Unless this be 
clearly understood, the PRACTICAL value of the 
teaching will be missed. There is no teaching of 
more immediate importance to the child of God than 
THE SIXTH OF ROMANS. Its application is SOLELY 
to the mortal body and its members and faculties. 
Therefore, if we are ever to enjoy the benefits of this 
blessed teaching, it must be NOW, while we are yet 
occupying our mortal bodies. And so we are taught, 
at the very outset, that God's purpose in raising up 
Christ from the dead was that " we also should walk 
in N E W N E S S O F LIFE." This "newness of life" 
is the new kind of human life which the Risen Man has 
and which He imparts to His members. It is in direct 
contrast with the old kind of human life which 
became corrupted in Adam, and which we all received 
at our natural birth. 

Here then is the first declared purpose of God (first 
in time because it applies to our present state, but not 
first in importance), namely that L I K E as Christ was 
raised up from among the dead, EVEN SO we should 
walk, in the new kind of life which is His in resurrec
tion. This life of the Risen Christ is NOW available 
to His members, being communicated to them by 
the Spirit (for "the Spirit is life," Rom. viii. 10), and 
they are called upon to "walk" in the power of it, and 

*Since the issue of the American edition of this booklet, the a t tent ion of the-
writer has been called to the fact tha t Calvin, commenting- upon Romans viii. t i , 
says t ha t the QUICKENING O F T H E MORTAL BODY cannot refer to the resurrection 
of the saints but must mean a giving of life to their bodies here upon earth, 
th rough the Spirit, and emphasizes the words " m o r t a l b o d y " which (he pointr 
out ) it isimpoaaible to confound with DEAD BODY. 
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to manifest its characteristics. The " walk " of the 
believer comprehends all his conduct, behaviour, and 
ways ; and we learn from this that his business here is 
to manifest the resurrection life of Christ, producing its 
fruit ("the fruit of the Spirit") in this very scene 
where sin reigns unto death. 

Christ's death, therefore, cuts off His members 
from the old order of things, and faith accepts and 
ACTS UPON GOD'S STATEMENT OF THAT FACT. 

Among the most prominent things of the "old man," 
from whom the members of Christ have been lopped 
off, are his schemes for combating the recognised ills 
of humanity, his reform movements, his educational 
systems, his sciences, AND ESPECIALLY HIS MEDICAL 
SCIENCE. All these are the much admired produc
tions of man in the flesh, for the benefit of man in the 
flesh ; and the object of all of them is to obviate the 
disagieeable consequences of " sin," so that man 
may the more comfortably " continue in sin." " But 
Y E are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you." Shall W E then 
•continue in sin ? How can we ? 

Nothing in this day of great human achievement is 
made the occasion of more boasting than the "pro
gress " of medical science, the daring surgical opera
tions and mutilations of the human body, and the 
great movements that are being organized and 
financed by our multi-millionaires for " conquering " 
the various diseases which have developed such 
extraordinary virulence in recent years. Within a 
few weeks I have seen newspaper announcements, 
one of a gift by a well-known millionaire of one 
million dollars to " fight" tuberculosis, another of a 
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gift of like amount to fight the " pellagra," and 
another of like amount to fight the " hookworm." 
Here we have the basis of the confidence of the 
of the modern man. He looks to that mighty com
bination of Mammon and Medical Science to deliver 
him from the CONSEQUENCES of sin, while leaving 
him yet under the DOMINION of sin. God's plan, on 
the other hand, removes the believer from the domain 
of sin, and calls upon him as his FIRST VOLUNTARY 
ACT to yield his physical members to God. Oh, 
fellow saints ! Do you say you have been crucified 
with Christ ? Can you then go on with such a state 
of things ? How CAN we, who died to sin, continue 
in it any longer ? 

Furthermore (and I regard this point as VERY 
SERIOUS), the modern man is now pushing his " re
searches " for means wherewith to " fight" death 

INTO THE VERY DOMAIN OF DEATH ITSELF ; thus 
bringing him into closer and closer touch with that 
mighty being " that had the power of death, that is, 
the D E V I L " (Heb. ii. 14). Modern medical re
searches are carried on, in generously endowed 
" laboratories," by artificially propagating diseases of 
the deadly sort (cancer, tuberculosis, etc.) in unfor
tunate animals—thus incidently increasing the groans 
of creation—and out of the corruption and poisonous 
products of death, thus scientifically fostered, the 
" cures" of human diseases are being derived. 
Among the doings of modern man none are more 
highly esteemed than these " researches," though the 
abominable cruelty of " vivisection " is so patent as to 
provoke organized opposition, on merely ethical and 
humanitarian grounds, on the part of some tender-
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hearted individuals. But the most serious feature of 
these abominable doings lies in the fact that ad
vanced medical science is leading men (and Chris
tians among them) directly to the Devil himself for 
means wherewith to "fight" his own power, and 
thus joining hands with advanced theology in pre
paring the way for the " Magnate " whose coming is 
to be after the working of Satan, with all power and 
signs and wonders of the Lie. 

The question, then, " To whom shall WE go for 
deliverance from sickness ? " is becoming very acute ; 
and it must be considered in the light of the fact 
that, in our day, the choice is frequently limited5 

practically to one between Christ, Who has the 
power of life, and the Devil, who has the power of 
death. And if it be suggested that Christ should 
co-operate with modern medical science, it would be 
pertinent to ask " What concord hath Christ with 
Belial ?" 

The effectiveness as "remedies" of these poison
ous products of artificially propagated diseases, does 
not in the slightest degree affect the argument. 
Indeed, the effectiveness of such agencies should but 
furnish to the people of God an additional reason for 
shunning them. Who can begin to tell the sum of 
the havoc that has been wrought through modern 
"discoveries" in the field of medicine ? If we could 
secure but the true record of a single drug, say 
opium, even the indifferent would be staggered by 
the extent of its deadly work. Certainly, where one 
has been helped by it (if any ever has, which I do 
not admit) hundreds of thousands have been des-
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troyed. And there are other " great discoveries" 
whose record is nearly as bad. 

This, however, is but the negative side of the case. 
T h e positive side has yet to be stated. Believers are 
not only conjoined in the likeness of the DEATH of 
•Christ, and thereby cut off from the old order of 
perishing humanity, but are conjoined also in that of 
His RESURRECTION, being thereby eternally con
nected with the imperishable and incorruptible 
humanity of the Risen Christ. Not only is the value 
•of His death made over to us, but the value of His 
resurrection, with its new kind of human life, is also 
made available to us NOW, while yet in the mortal 
body. But it is most important to understand that 
this " newness of life" is effective to the believer in 
proportion as he takes the place of being " crucified 
with Him," and being thereby cut off from the body 
of sin, and from everything that pertains thereto. 
The new life is not given that we should go on in the 
old ways. Its power and characteristics are mani
fested only while we are walking, not according to 
the flesh, but according to the spirit. Hence we are 
required FIRST to reckon ourselves dead to sin, and 
THEN alive unto God in Christ Jesus ;* and the 
ONLY specific details concerning the walk in newness 
of life that are given to us in this chapter relate to 
our " mortal bodies." After regeneration these be
come AT ONCE the disputed territory. Who shall 
have the use of these physical members and faculties, 

* Not "throug-h Jesus Christ" as in A. V. This new kind of life is " I N 
-CHRIST," and is shared by those who are IN HIM. Rom. vi. 23, should also read 
*' IN Christ Jesus." > 
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the old man or the new man ? The bodies them
selves have done no evil; but the " old man," whose 
instruments they were, made wicked use of them; and 
he fights still for the right to employ them for his 
own purposes. But now, as men whom the SON 
has made free, and hence are " free indeed " (John 
viii. 36), being no longer " bond slaves of sin," we are 
commanded not to permit sin to rule in our " mortal 
bodies," that we should obey it (which we are free to-
do, being " free indeed," but also free NOT to do) in 
in its desires ; and are also commanded not to yield 
our members as instruments of unrighteousness to 
sin, but to yield ourselves to God, and our members 
to Him for use as instruments of righteousness. 
This command takes the form of an appeal, in the 
twelfth chapter, to present our BODIES living 
sacrifices unto God. If we have truly presented 
them to God Who made them, and Who, though 
they are now marred and damaged in the service of 
sin, will yet graciously accept and use them, how can 
we for a moment think of presenting them to the 
doctor or surgeon as subjects for medical treatment 
and experimentation ! 

Chapter viii. brings the " mortal body " again into 
view in connection with the doctrine of the indwelling 
Spirit of life, Who condescends during this dispensa
tion to occupy the mortal bodies of the saints. If, 
then, the Spirit of Him Who raised up Jesus from 
among the dead, giving Him the NEWLIFE, does indeed 
dwell in us, He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall ALSO (a further operation) quicken our MORTAL 

BODIES by His Spirit that dwelleth in us (Rom. viii. 
11). This is a statement of the effect, upon the 
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MORTAL body of the believer, produced by the 
presence therein of the Spirit of God Who raised 
Christ up from among the dead. This verse is fre
quently taken as referring to the future resurrection 
of the believer ; but the writer is convinced that it 
cannot have that meaning. The resurrection of the 
saints is not the subject of Romans teaching at all. 
Attention is there concentrated upon the Resurrec
tion of Christ and the believer's PRESENT participa
tion therein. Even where the revealing of the sons 
of God is referred to their resurrection is not men
tioned. To make Rom. viii. 11 mean simply that 
the dead in Christ shall rise, is virtually to deprive it 
of ALL meaning. The teaching of the entire passage 
has to do with the PRESENT effect of the indwelling 
Spirit in the mortal bodies of saints, and with the 
manifestation by them NOW of the resurrection life of 
Christ. By His presence they are led, are em
powered to walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit, and to cry " Abba, Father." He witnesses 
with their spirit that they are the children of God, 
and He also quickens their mortal bodies. The 
word " mortal," as defining the body which the Spirit 
both indwells and quickens, fixes the meaning be
yond a doubt. Moreover, there is no connection 
between the present occupation by the Spirit of the 
mortal body, and the FUTURE resurrection of be
lievers, when their bodies will for the greater part be 
DEAD. 

We must turn now to the divinely given illustra
tion of the teaching we have been studying. The 
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" baptism into the death of Christ" mentioned in 
Rom. vi. is typified by the crossing of the Red Sea 
( i Cor. x. i, 2). By that great event God's people 
were absolutely CUT OFF FROM EGYPT, the home of 
diseases and of drugs. But on the other hand they 
were brought thereby into a place wherein (though it 
was a wilderness containing no drug stores) they had 
the promise of God's presence with them to be their 
life (supplying all that was necessary to its susten
ance), and TO HEAL THEIR DISEASES. Both the 
negative and positive aspects of the doctrines are 
here exemplified. The redeemed people were, on the 
one hand, cut off from the medical and other re
sources of Egyptian civilization, and on the other 
hand were brought into a place where God could be 
to them the Source of supply of every need—healing 
being specifically mentioned. But it should be care
fully noted that, while the food and drink and cloth
ing never failed them, no matter how they provoked 
God by their wickedness, the HEALING was condi
tional upon their WALKING IN H I S WAYS. Just as 
in Rom. vi., in the new sphere of being (which makes 
the world to us indeed a wilderness incapable of 
supplying anything needful, but as towards God is 
the place for manifesting the " newness " of resurrec
tion life), it is a question of WALKING, so it was with 
the Israelites in the wilderness. God said His pur
pose was to " prove them, whether they will WALK in 
My law, or no " (Ex. xvi. 4). This " law " typifies for 
us " the law of the Spirit of life in Christ " (Rom. viii. 
2). Accordingly, we read that, immediately after 
crossing the Red Sea, God made for His people a 
statute and an ordinance, and proved them, sayingi 
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"' If thou wilt diligently hearken to the Voice of the 
Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in His 
sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and 
keep all His statutes, I will put NONE OF THESE 
DISEASES upon thee which I have brought upon the 
Egyptians ; for I AM the LORD THAT HEALETH 
THEE " (Ex. XV. 26). 

Henceforth, then, God has " put a difference" 
between His redeemed people and the people of the 
world with respect to the occurrence or cause of 
physical illness, and also with respect to the treat
ment thereof. The cause of diseases in the people of 
the world may be " diagnosed," and may be attri
buted to exposure, or contagion, or infected food ; 
but diseases in people of God, though they may be 
attributed primarily to similar conditions, are really 
caused by some departure, either individually or 
corporately, from the ways of God ; or they are 
permitted for the purpose of chastening, correction, 
or instruction. (See Deut. xxviii. 21, 22, 27, 28, 35, 
59,60,61). And as the CAUSE is radically different, 
likewise (and of necessity) the TREATMENT is differ
ent. The people of the world when sick would 
naturally seek aid of the wisdom of the Egyptians. 
To whom can they go but to the doctors ? But the 
question " to whom shall WE go ? " is answered by 
the statement " I am the Lord that healeth thee" 
(Jehovah Ropheca). 

THE TEACHING OF 1 CORINTHIANS. 
That we have rightly set forth the teaching of 

Romans in regard to the believer's separation by the 
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death of Christ from the old order and the old 
humanity, with particular reference to the matter of 
physical illness, is made certain by the teaching of 
I Corinthians. 

The Church at Corinth exhibited many effects of a 
failure to walk in the newness of Christ's resurrection 
life. We, however, are concerned only with the 
PHYSICAL effects thereof. As to this, we are plainly 
taught by their experience that sickness in a child of 
God is a radically different thing from sickness in a 
child of wrath. In this epistle we have the ONLY 
explanation given in the Scriptures of the " cause " of 
sickness in a believer of this dispensation. We need, 
therefore, to give strict heed thereto. The Corinth
ian Christians were guilty, among other things, of 
misbehaviour in regard to the Lord's table. This is 
spoken of as " despising the assembly of God '' (xi. 
22), as " eating and drinking unworthily," thereby 
bringing JUDGMENT upon themselves, " not discern
ing the Lord's Body." Then it is plainly stated that 
"for T H I S C A U S E " many were diseased among 
them, and many premature deaths had occurred (ver. 
29, 30). It is also plainly stated that this JUDGMENT 
coming upon believers is a CHASTENING of the Lord, 
administered to the end that they might not be con
demned with the world (verse 32). In this verse 
Paul includes himself, in order to show that the 
principle applied to all believers, saying "When W E 
are judged W E are chastened of the Lord, that W E 
should not be condemned with the world." We do 
not say that there may not be other causes of sickness 
among saints ; but what we do say is that the cause 
which Scripture makes prominent is conduct unbe
coming the children of God. 
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From this it is plain, FIRST, that no human physi
cian could properly " diagnose " or " prescribe for' 
the sickness of a saint of God ; and SECOND that no 
saint of God who clearly understands his position as 
a member of the assembly of God, and the purpose of 
such a visitation, would wish to avail himself of 
the aid of human " remedies " in order to escape the 
chastening of the Lord. This Scripture shows also 
that, in respect to sickness, its cause and cure, God's 
people of this dispensation stand in EXACTLY T H E 

SAME POSITION as His redeemed people of old, while 
they were journeying through the wilderness. There 
is no need to elaborate this lesson. Those who WILL 

to do the will of God shall surely know of the 
doctrine. It could not be made plainer. 

THE TEACHING OF THE OTHER 
CHURCH EPISTLES. 

Everyone of the Church Epistles affords a solid 
basis for the doctrine of the believer's separation in 
Christ from the world and all its helps and remedial 
expedients; and it would require a large volume 
to treat the subject exhaustively. Our object, how
ever, is to furnish a concise statement which can be 
quickly read and easily apprehended. We shall, 
therefore, be very brief in our notice of the other 
Epistles. 

2 Corinthians begins with a record of healing by 
the hand of God. The Apostle speaks of the "trouble" 
that came upon him in Asia, when he was pressed out 
of measure, above strength, so that he despaired evert 
of his life. But this was for the purpose of necessary 
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instruction. He had this sentence of death in himself 
in order that he should trust not in himself (nor yet 
in human aids, or even in Luke the beloved physician) 
" but in God Who raised the dead "—the God of 
Resurrection—" Who delivered us from so great a 
death, and doth deliver, in Whom we trust that He 
will yet deliver " (2 Cor. i. 8, 10). 

2 Corinthians v. 15, 18 shows the participation of 
the believer with Christ in His death and resurrection 
as taking the former into a new creation whereof the 
specified characteristic is that " O L D T H I N G S are 
passed away, all things are become NEW, and all 
things are O F GOD." If this does not signify that 
among other " old things " the old remedies and other 
humanly devised expedients for combating evil are 
passed away, it is difficult or impossible to assign any 
meaning to it. For this Scripture speaks of the 
present, not of the future state of the believer. And, 
indeed, the passage must be meaningless to those 
who are going on in the old way, living " unto them
selves " instead of "unto Him Who died for them and 
rose again." But to those who are truly manifesting 
the life of the Risen Jesus in their mortal flesh (iv. 11) 
it is full of meaning ; and that meaning includes pro
tection from disease while walking in that newness of 
life. It includes also access to the Source of life and 
recovery when sickness comes. This portion of 
Scripture strongly emphasizes the lesson of Romans 
vi., showing that it is while we bear about in our 
bodies " the deadness of the Lord Jesus " to every
thing that is of the world (the natural order) or the 
flesh (the natural man) that the LIFE ALSO of Jesus 
is manifest in our body. It is while we, who live in 
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Christ, are being always delivered over to death as to 
all our old nature, the LIFE ALSO of Jesus is made 
manifest in our MORTAL FLESH (iv. 10, n ) . 

The statement " all things are of God " completely 
shuts out medicinal agencies, which certainly are not 
of Him.* 

GALATIANS teaches the will of God the Father, in 
pursuance of which the Son gave Himself up for our 
sins, in order that He might deliver us out of this 
present evil age (i. 4). This again puts us entirely 
outside the present scheme of things, which God 
characterises as " evil," and wherein medical science 
and discovery occupy a conspicuous place. It puts 
us in a new position where, if sickness comes, it is 
from different causes to those operating in the old 
sphere, and for that reason requiring different " treat
ment." 

Galatians also gives the believer his true ground of 
glorying or exulting ; namely, in the Cross of Christ,, 
whereby the world is crucified unto him, and he unto 
the world (vi. 14). How can one make that his 
boast whose resource against physical disorders is to 
the very things whereof the world itself boasts ? It 
is impossible. 

EPHESIANS brings us to yet higher ground. Here 
the believer is a partaker not only of Christ's resur
rection, but of His ascension also (ii. 6). This is a 
new revelation. From it we learn that we are not 
only members of one Body, the " assembly of God," 
as taught in Romans and Corinthians, but also that 
the risen and glorified Christ is the Head of that 

* Everything f-at is of God, as food, drink, clothing-, cleanliness. &c, can be-
clearly established by the Scriptures. Medicinal remedies are therefore excludM. 
The single fact that Christ, in all His healing work, gave no countenance u ths-
use of medicine is decisive on that point. 
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Body; and that all its members on earth are even 
now united to Him in a vital union, insomuch that 
out of Himself the entire Body makes increase to the 
building up of itself in love. The relation of the 
members of the Body to its Head as the Source of all 
supplies needed for the well being of the former, 
could not be more strongly stated. 

P H I L I P P I A N S , in addition to other pertinent in
struction, contains the assurance that " God shall 
supply ALL YOUR NEED according (not to the 
advancement of medical science, but according) to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." If we are 
to except from such a Scripture as this, the needs ol 
a sick body, we must surely have God's authority for 
so doing. And if the Scripture cannot hold the 
promise for such an important need as that, why may 
not everything else drop out of it ? 

CoLOSSlANS contains much pertinent teaching 
specially in the way of enforcing truth revealed in 
Ephesians. Not only is the believer seen as united 
with Christ, and as risen (i.e., ascended) with Him ; 
but the additional fact is stated that all fulness dwells 
permanently in Him, and that we are COMPLETE in 
Him (ii. 8, 9). We have no need, therefore, to go 
outside of Him, and especially to that world which 
cast Him out and still rejects Him, for any help, nor 
can we do so without discrediting His promise. 

Here also we get an important admonition as to 
" holding fast the Head " (R.V.) " out of Whom all 
the Body . . . . having nourishment ministered and 
knit together . . . . groweth with the growth of God." 

THESSALONIANS brings us to the end of the full 
series of letters to the seven Churches. Here we 
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find appropriately that everything is looking to the 
•end of Church testimony on earth; and here most 
appropriately the prayer of the Spirit is for ENTIRE 
sanctification to God, and for preservation of the 
whole spirit, and soul, and BODY, blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Is it our 
aim and expectation to be one of these? If we 
would END thus, we do well to BEGIN right. Let 
us go back to Romans vi. Let us MAKE S U R E 
that we have broken wholly with the old order of 
the old man; that we have no part at all in any
thing to which he looks for either gratification or for 
help against the consequences of sin; that we con
tinue no longer in sin, but walk in the newness of 
the life of the risen Christ; and that we yield our
selves wholly to God, and our physical members to 
Him for His righteous uses. He demands on our 
part, faithfulness and obedience in this ; and He 
gives us the assurance that " Faithful is He that 
calleth you, Who also will d o " all that He has 
promised (1 Thess. v. 24). 

THE GIFT OF HEALING. 
Nothing has so far been said of the gift of heal

ing, and for the reason that it is quite apart from 
our subject. Indeed, much of the misapprehension 
concerning that subject which prevails among the 
saints at the present day seems to be due to a 
failure to note the Scriptural purpose and use of the 
gift of healing. It is often said that the gift of 
healing has ceased or been withdrawn ; and from this 
premise it is argued that God has remitted His 
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people to doctors and drugs. I should not dare to-
say that the gift of healing, or any other gift, had 
ceased ; for surely the Spirit of God may impart and 
use His gifts wherever or whenever it is His 
sovereign pleasure so to do. But I am free to admit 
that I have never met anyone possessed of the gift of 
healing as exercised by the apostles. It is, however, 
a great mistake to assume that the absence of the 
gift of healing in the assemblies of to-day leaves 
the members thereof no alternative in sickness but to 
seek medical aid. Members of the body of Christ 
NEVER WERE dependent upon the gift of healing 
That gift clearly was not for the healing of the 
members of Christ's Body, but, like the gift of 
tongues, it was " for a sign, NOT TO THEM THAT' 
BELIEVE, but to them that BELIEVE NOT" ( I Cor. 
xiv. 22). Every recorded instance of the use of the 
gift after Pentecost shows that this was its purpose. 
Indeed it could not be otherwise, in view of the 
doctrine of Scripture concerning physical illness in 
the bodies of saints. Since they, as members of 
Christ's Body, have direct access to Him, and are 
indwelt by the Spirit of life, they are not dependent 
upon the presence of someone having a special gift 
of healing. On the other hand, since sickness among 
saints is a chastening of the Lord, or is permitted for 
some other specific purpose which He designs to 
accomplish for our good, it would manifestly be just 
as inappropriate to remove it by exercise of the gift 
of healing, as to seek deliverance through medication. 

Every exercise of the gift of healing from Acts iii. 
to Acts xxviii., was upon those who were not 
members of the assembly of God. On the other 
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hand there is no suggestion in the Acts, or in 
any Epistle, that the gift of healing is to be used in 
case of sickness among the saints. Quite the 
contrary, the Apostle Paul, who possessed the gift in 
an extraordinary degree, left Trophimus at Miletum 
sick (2 Tim. iv. 20). Furthermore it appears from 
Phil. ii. 26, 27, that though Epaphroditus, Paul's 
fellow-worker and fellow-soldier, " was sick nigh unto 
death," and was sore troubled because news of his 
illness had reached the Philippians, Paul did not 
exercise upon him the gift of healing, and that when 
he was recovered Paul ascribed his recovery, not to 
the exercise of that gift, but to the mercy of God. If 
the gift of healing were ever to be used on behalf of 
a child of God, this would have been an appropriate 
case, since it was for the work of Christ that Epaph
roditus came nigh unto death (ver. 30). These 
incidents afford clear proof that the gift of healing 
was not to be used on a member of the assembly. 

A yet more striking proof of this is afforded by the 
conditions of the Church at Corinth. Among them 
were MANY sick and MANY had died. But Paul, 
though deeply solicitous for their welfare, and though 
possessed of the gift of healing, did not use that gift 
for their relief. He rendered them the better service 
of pointing out the " cause " of their visitation. Not 
only so, but the gift of healing was possessed by THE 
CORINTHIAN CHURCH ITSELF, which came behind 
in no gift. Indeed the gift of healing is mentioned 
only in the very same epistle which tells of the many 
and fatal illnesses among the saints at Corinth. Yet 
the gift was unavailing to cure these diseases, and the 
Apostle does not direct that it be used. If tried, it 
was in vain. 
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Therefore, to the question, "Is there any sick among 
you? " the answer of Scripture is not, let him call for 
a doctor, or ' call for a saint who has the gift of 
healing, but "let him call for the elders of the Church." 
These are charged with the spiritual care of the flock. 
They are supposed to have the teaching of the Word 
of God on this subject, and to know why sickness 
comes, and how to deal with it according to the will 
and way of God. But suppose they do not, and 
suppose they teach God's people that their sicknesses 
are matters for the graduates of the world's medical 
schools, what then ? Why then truth will suffer, and 
the Body of Christ will suffer, as we see it to-day. 

That the gift of healing was not for use in 
the assembly further appears by comparing the list of 
gifts in I Cor. xii. with that in Eph. iv. n , 14. The 
latter were bestowed expressly for perfecting the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the purpose of 
BUILDING UP THE BODY OF CHRIST. I n t h i s l ist w e 

do NOT find the gifts of healing, miracles, tongues 
and interpretations. It is clearly an error to infer 
from this (as some have done) that these sign-gifts 
ceased between the writing of 1 Corinthians and the 
writing of Ephesians. The text clearly indicates that 
the sign-gifts (healing, tongues, etc.) were not bes
towed with a view to the building up of the Church 
and the protection of its members against winds of 
doctrine. The gifts specified in Ephesians are those 
that were given for this specific purpose. Since the 
sign-gifts were not bestowed for that purpose, but for 
a very different purpose, they were omitted from the 
list in Ephesians for that simple and sufficient reason. 

The difference between the two classes of gifts, 
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those for use OUTSIDE the church and those for use 
INSIDE, is stated in 1 Cor. xiv. 22, " tongues " being 
mentioned as a specimen of the one class and 
" prophesying " as a specimen of the other. "Where
fore TONGUES are for a SIGN, not to them that believe 
but to them that believe not ; but PROPHESYING 
serveth not for them that believe not, but for THEM 
WHICH BELIEVE." 

JAMES AND TIMOTHY. 
This brings us again to the Epistle of James and its 

plain command, which is so generally set aside on 
the ground that James is "Jewish," and that his letter 
is addressed to " the twelve tribes scattered abroad." 
This letter, however, is addressed, by one of the 
apostles and servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
members of His Body, wherein is N E I T H E R JEW 
NOR GREEK. It is addressed to those who were 
the writer's " brethren," begotten of the will of God 
" with the word of truth" that they should be " a 
kind of firstfruits of His creatures" (i. 18). Are we 
not of that company ? I am persuaded that such an 
objection as we are now considering would never 
have been thought of, but for the purpose of quieting 
the conscience in respect of a course of departure 
from God's ways. Those who raise it against James 
v. 14 habitually forget and ignore it in treating other 
portions of the Word, and even other portions of the 
same Epistle. Where will this principle of interpre
tation lead us ? For if it be valid at all, it must be 
applied consistently. Peter's first Epistle is ad
dressed to the Jews of the dispersion in certain 
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specified localities. Then, according to the objection 
under discussion, the doctrine and commands of that 
letter have no application to believers who were 
Gentiles. It cannot be said that we (Gentile con
verts) were redeemed by the precious Blood of Christ; 
that we were begotten again unto a living hope by 
His resurrection ; that we are born again not of 
corruptible seed but of incorruptible ; that we are 
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood ; that 
we, as pilgrims and strangers, are to abstain from 
fleshly lusts ; that Christ bore OUR sins in His own 
Body on the Tree; that He suffered once for sins, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God ; 
that we should resist the Devil steadfast in the faith ; 
and that when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, the 
faithful elders (who were Gentiles) shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away. If there be 
none but " Jewish" elders to anoint the sick and 
lay hands on them, are there any who expect to lay 
hands on the crown of glory ? All these precious 
words, commands, and promises are for the Jew, if 
the objection under consideration is valid. 

And how about the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 
Have not we, Gentiles, a great High Priest Who has 
entered into the heavens ? May not we come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, by the new and living Way ? 
Surely no one would wish to see this principle con
sistently applied. 

Moreover, upon this principle, the writings of Paul 
to Gentile Churches would be inapplicable to Jewish 
converts. Indeed, the directions in Galatians must 
be limited to " the Churches in Galatia," to whom 
alone they were addressed ; and those in Timothy, 
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Titus, etc., must be limited to those individuals. 
Surely no more is needed in order to show that the 
objection raised against obedience to James v. 14 is 
wholly unfounded, and that those who advance it do 
not apply it in other cases to which it is equally 
applicable. 

It is obviously appropriate that the Spirit of God 
should have chosen Peter and James as instruments 
for addressing converts among the Jews, as that He 
should have chosen a special instrument (Paul) for 
addressing converts among the Gentiles. It is also 
appropriate that James should have used the com
mon Jewish term for gathering (synagogue) rather 
than the term ECCLESIA, since it was not given to 
him to communicate the mystery or secret concerning 
Christ and the Church. Moreover, directions con
cerning sickness are appropriate to the "congrega
tion " rather than to the ecclesia. Nevertheless, the 
commands of the one Spirit to the saints of this 
dispensation, whether they come through one instru
ment, or another, are for ALL the members of the 
ONE Body, " whether we be Jews or Gentiles." 

1 T I M . V. 23 : This is the passage to which we are 
usually referred when we ask for God's mandate 
sending His children when sick to medical practi
tioners and medicinal remedies. The passage, how
ever, has nothing whatever to do with medicine, but 
deals with the very different subject of food and 
drink, regarding which the Scriptures have much to 
say. In this case it is to be inferred that the water 
at Ephesus was such as was not suitable to be used for 
drinking purposes by one having a weak stomach. 
Timothy was advised to drink no longer water but 
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take a little wine not FOR sickness of the stomach, 
but "ON ACCOUNT OF " his stomach. We have here, 
not a prescription for the treatment of disease, but 
advice as to the most suitable thing to use for drink
ing purposes. Wine is not medicine, but is God's 
gift to man (Ps. civ. 14, 15). The first part of the 
command is " Drink no longer water" ; and if any
body thinks that " using a little wine" instead of 
drinking water, could by any possibility mean the 
same thing as using any and all kinds of mineral and 
animal drugs, serums, anti-toxins, etc., for the cure of 
diseases (which I can scarcely suppose) at all events, 
he has no right to break the Scripture in two, and 
apply to himself the last part only. " DRINK NO 
LONGER WATER " comes first; and it will be time 
enough to talk about the second part of the Scripture 
when the first part has been followed. As we are 
not writing for the instruction of those who have 
discontinued the use of water for drinking purposes, 
we need not dwell longer upon this. 

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR AND HEAD 
OF THE BODY. 

I come now, and finally, to the consideration 
which, to me, is the weightiest of all, namely, that the 
treatment of sickness in one of the saints is a matter 
that involves the honour of Christ, both as Saviour, 
and as the Head of His Body, the Church. 

The mortal body, in common with other elements 
of man's complex being, has fallen under the 
dominion of sin and death. Deliverance from that 
dominion including every effect of sin, whereof 
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physical sickness is one of the most common, 
is a work of SALVATION, for the accomplishment of 
of which man has " no strength." Salvation has 
however, been wrought FOR US, and we recognize 
only one Saviour. The share which the mortal body 
of the believer has in the great salvation accom
plished by Him is indeed only temporary ; but for 
that very reason it is the more important that we 
should not neglect it. Conquering physical disease 
is a part of " salvation," for it is overcoming the 
power of the Devil. It necessarily follows that, when 
we turn for aid against disease to humanly devised 
agencies, we are neglecting the "great salvation," 
which at first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard ; God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, according to His Will (Heb. ii. 3, 4). If we do 
this " how shall WE escape" the unhappy conse
quences of such neglect ? It follows too, that when 
we turn to man's agencies of salvation, we put a 
slight upon the only Saviour of men, the only One 
Who is able to nullify the works of the Devil. When 
Peter said "Neither is there SALVATION in any 
other ; for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be saved," he 
was speaking of a case of PHYSICAL HEALING, show
ing that this is included in the great work of salva
tion. The lesson is unmistakeable. 

Moreover, the honour of Christ as the Head of His 
Body, the Church, is SPECIALLY involved, because of 
the very peculiar and intimate relationship between 
them. In order that our mortal bodies should not. 
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through our ignorance or misunderstanding of the 
scope of Christ's Headship to the Church, be left out 
of consideration, special prominence is given to them 
in the Scriptures already cited ; and in I Cor. vi. 15 
the explicit statement is made that " your BODIES 
are the members of Christ." Shall we then subject 
our bodies to the profanation of medical and surgical 
practices ? " How can we ? " Is it not plain that 
whenever Satan is able to strike at the body of a 
saint he strikes at Christ ? And then if he can 
frighten the timid sick one into seeking remedies 
from the world, whereof Satan is the ruler, how great 
is his triumph, and what dishonour is done to Christ! 

If, however, the sickness be not sent as a chasten
ing or correction, but (as seems to have been the 
case with Paul and with Epaphroditus) for purposes 
of instruction in the ways of God, and that He may 
be glorified in His saints, and magnified in their 
bodies, whether by life or by death, then it is clear 
that the whole purpose of God would be opposed by 
putting the sick one in the hands of a physician. 

It is most needful for us to know that when, 
through carelessness in our walk we bring sickness 
upon ourselves, or upon some other member of 
Christ, we thereby do an injury to the whole Body, 
and to its Head. This should be a strong incentive 
to obedience—particularly in the matter of yielding 
our physical members to God—and to a tender con
sideration for the physical well-being of our fellow-
saints, members of Christ's Body. For there is ONE 
Body; and we being many are ONE BODY IN 
CHRIST. 
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CONCLUSION. 
What reply is there to these things ? Who, after 

considering them, will say that the Word of God 
speaks doubtfully on this subject, or that it gives an 
ambiguous reply to the question "what shall we do, 
and to whom shall we go, when sick ?" I have 
passed much time in company with teachers of the 
Word, sound in faith, and zealous for God, and 
who yet seem to take a sort of pride in saying "we 
do not believe in divine healing ; " but I have never 
heard from them ANY reason why a member of 
Christ should seek aid from the world's medical 
science, so-called. A favourite argument is that some, 
who have refused medical aid on the ground that 
they were trusting God, have died. However that 
may be, we may rest assured that these did not die 
BECAUSE THEY TRUSTED GOD AND REFUSED 
MEDICAL AID ; and for my part, though not expect
ing death, but to meet the Lord in the air, my 
testimony is that if I must die before He comes, 
I prefer to die trusting H I M ALONE, and man's 
expedients NOT AT ALL. And I am confident that I 
shall.not on that account "be put to shame before 
Him at His coming." 

Fellow saints, it is but "A LITTLE WHILE." Let us 
for that little while emphasize our separation from 
the world ; let us give to the latter a testimony to 
the sufficiency of Christ for every need of spirit, soul 
and body ; and let us commit ourselves WHOLLY to 
Him, in the full persuasion that He is able to keep 
that which we have committed unto Him against that 
day. 
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And now, beloved people of God, I have given 
you, in the fear of the Lord, the teaching of His 
Word, as I have received it, on this important 
subject. Teaching on this subject is different from 
teaching on many others, which require no change in 
our ways, but merely add to our stock of spiritual 
knowledge. This teaching calls for ACTION O F A 
RADICAL SORT. It is a separating word, and 
hence it is to many a " hard saying." It calls upon 
us to give up entirely the ways of those who know 
not God, and to trust Him wholly in situations where 
REAL FAITH is demanded. Can you trust your 
bodies wholly to the care of Him Who made them, 
and Who alone knows the principles of their con
struction and operation ? That rests with you ; but 
whatever your decision may be, I call you to record 
this day that I am pure from the blood of all men ; 
for I have not shunned to declare unto you ALL the 
counsel of God, though on this subject it would be 
easier to hold one's peace. 

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 
—The Third Epistle of John ii. 

And the Lord will take away from thee all sick
ness, and will put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, 
which thou knowest, upon thee; but will lay them 
upon all them that hate thee.—Deut. vii. 15. 
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