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INTRODUCTION

OD has placed and preserved the Bible in this

G world to maintain His own authority in it,

and wherever it has gone, and wherever any

nation has owned it as the Word of the living

God, there has been blessing and prosperity ; but when

the Scriptures are overthrown infidelity sets in, and
revolution follows.

The overthrowing, therefore, of the Divine authority
of the Scriptures is nothing more nor less than the over-
throwing of the AUTHORITY OF GOD in this world,
and the next thing to the overthrowing of GOD’S
AUTHORITY is the overthrowing the authority of
‘““the powers that be which are ordained of God.”?!
Lawlessness gets the upper hand.

In reference to science, had God wished to make
known in the Scriptures what science can discover,*
He would have done so; but surely “ The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth
His handywork,”? and creation manifests ¢ His eternal
power and Godhead.”?

God has made known far deeper things in His Word

1 Rom. xiii. 1. 2 Ps. xix. 1. 3 Rom. i. 20.

* Although science has borrowed much from the Scriptures.
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than anything that science can discover; the deepest
mysteries of creation cannot be so deep as the mysteries
of the Creator. God has given in the Scriptures the
knowledge of HIMSELF, THE ABSOLUTE: THE
ONE SELF-EXISTING ONE-—existing absolutely
in perfect goodness before creation, and therefore before
evil was introduced by Satan into a creation where
perfect goodness and only goodness was manifested.

Sin, having been introduced by the devil into this
creation, is the sole cause of all the sorrow, affliction,
and misery in this world. The evil principle of sin
having entered, murder followed : Cain killed his brother
Abel. Al this evil can be traced to the devil, of whom
it is written: ‘ He was a murderer from the beginning,
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own :
for he is a liar, and the father of it.”’?

For the maintenance and development of creation—
that is, the creation outside man—God has established
natural laws which are so perfect in themselves (and
the philosopher glories in them) that it is impossible for
creation to get out of order unless God Himself upsets
the natural laws, which He has a perfect right to do,
being above all laws, natural or moral.

God has not given over natural phenomena into the
hands of man ; he can look at them, and admire and
credit himself with the wonderful discoveries he has
made, but touch them he cannot, which, no doubt, is a
mercy, because what he has touched he has spoilt.

That part of creation, therefore, which is not in the
hands of man, with its natural laws established by God
to keep all in order, is still perfect.

! John viii. 44.
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The brute creation, governed by instinct, brought into
existence by God, was placed under the dominion and
control of man before and since the Fall, for God said,
‘“ The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon
every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air,
upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the
fishes of the sea ; into your hand are they delivered.”?
But, alas! all is in a groaning condition, labouring under
the cruelties of man. The establishment of the Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals proves that
the burdens of the brute creation even call forth the
sympathies of the better part of mankind; but has God
nothing to say to it? Indeed He has. Not a sparrow
falls to the ground without His knowledge, and but for
His great patience and long-suffering mercy over man-
kind, He would have delivered the groaning animal
creation long ago; ‘for we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now,”
waiting  for the manifestation of the sons of God.””?

But the brute creation is of a lower order than man-
kind—has no intelligence as to its movements, and no
responsibility ; for instance, a monkey could not be
brought before a magistrate, because there are no laws
relative to monkeys. This, although a mere truism,
has an important bearing upon recent theories.

But man, placed upon the earth according to the
counsels of God (for He had said, * Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness 7’3), and having received
life by God breathing into his nostrils “the breath of
life,” became a ““ Living soul’’ in direct relationship to
THE ABSOLUTE, THE SELF-EXISTING GOD,
therefore not to be governed by natural laws as the

! Gen. ix. 2. 2 Rom. viii. 19-23. 3 Gen. 1. 26.
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external creation, nor by instinct as the brute creation,
but by Divine principles or moral laws, man having a
mind given him to intelligently understand the require-
ments of the One to whom he stood in relationship..
Man, therefore, has a relative existence: being a creature,
he stands in a relative existence to the CREATOR;
being finite, to the INFINITE.

The Divine principles established by God for the
moral order and government of mankind are dependence
and obedience; these having been violated by man
himself, through his sin, the human creation is thrown
into helpless ruin as far as man is concerned, and the
relationship that existed between God and man has
been broken thereby.

But since the Fall God has been pleased in His grace
to establish and to reveal in His WRITTEN WORD
other Divine principles whereby blessing from God can
reach man, and whereby the broken relationship between
Himself and man can be restored, or perhaps better
to say whereby man can be brought into relationship
with God of a far higher character and infinitely more
blessed than he stood in before the Fall.

But if blessing reaches man in his now fallen state,
and if new relations are established between God and
man, they must be established, according to the glory
of God, therefore in absolute righteousness. God is
love and God is holy; that is what He is in His nature;
therefore, whatever He does, it must be in accordance
with the glory of His Person,

The fall of man from his first estate had far deeper
consequences than man is willing to admit. Often it
is spoken of as a very trivial thing, viz., ¢ Adam taking
an apple ”’; but it was a direct act of independence and
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disobedience. By it man lost confidence in the living
God, perfect in goodness. God also lost confidence in
man, whom He had put into a place of dignity and
honour. It is this that troubled the heart of God. He
had got purposes and counsels in connection with man,
and for ages past He had been preparing the vast
universe for the preservation of man upon the earth.
But how can these purposes and counsels of God be
carried out for the glory of God if man is disobedient,
and acts independently of God ? Impossible !

Therefore, the earth has become, through man’s sin,
the platform upon which other questions must now be
raised by God, and Divinely settled for HIS GLORY.

First, there is an existing power of evil which must
be traced to its source, Satan. There is, therefore, a
positive enemy of God who has taken advantage of the
position in which God placed man upon the earth, and
through subtilty and temptation has got man under his
power through his disobedience and sin. This enemy
and his power must be eternally set aside for the glory
of God.

Second, had God executed eternal judgment upon
our first parents directly they fell, and also upon Satan
himself, a question might have been raised both as to
the glory of God and the love of God; for, having
placed man upon the earth for His glory, if He swept
him off under eternal judgment, where would be His
glory as to the earth, or where His love as to man?
God is love, and God must maintain His own glory.

Third, if God allowed man to go on in his sinful
course for ever, where would be His holiness ?

Fourth, if God reinstated man, and put him into a
place of honour and blessing without executing the
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sentence passed upon him at the Fall, where would be
His righteousness ?

All these questions require careful consideration, for
they all have a relative bearing to man upon the earth.
THE BIBLE, therefore, has the highest place upon
the earth in the sight of God. By 11 God speaks to
man, making known HIS thoughts, HIS mind, HIS
purposes and plans in connection with man upon the
earth; nay, more, therein He reveals His thoughts
about heaven.

THE WORD OF GOD IS ABSOLUTE, and God
hath magnified IT above all His name. What GOD
HAS DONE, what GOD 1s poiNG, what GOD wiLL Do,
is made known to us # THE SCRIPTURES; and
although we have had no further communication for
over eighteen hundred years, there is no need, for the
Word of God s complete : He hath ¢ made known the

"~ mystery of His will.”?

The Bible, therefore, leaves no room for speculation,
or for the opinions of men, or the development of the
mind and thoughts of men as time rolls on. It is as
true to-day as it was in the days of Isaiah the prophet
that God’s thoughts are not man’s thoughts, neither
are God’s ways man’s ways.?

‘ Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his
might, let not the #ich man glory in his riches: but let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth ME, that I AM THE LORD which
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and vighteousness, in

the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the
Lord.”?

1 Eph.i.g. ? Isa. lv. 9. 3 Jer. ix. 23, 24.
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In the following pages the reader will meet with a
God of lovingkindness, a God of judgment, and a God
of righteousness. To-day we have the privilege of
meeting God as a God of lovingkindness. 1f He is not
met now as such, He must be met in a coming day as
a God of judgment. But both will be 71 righteousness.

The writer therefore asks the reader to take notice of
the Divine principles upon which reconciliation, forgive-
ness, and justification can be known, and the new
relationship established by God between Himself and
man.

Amidst the strife of tongues, and the contention of
the various religious bodies for that which, after all, is
of very little consequence, it behoves those who, like
the writer, have listened to human teachers for many
years to look for themselves into the Word of God,
and let God speak to their souls direct. Every one of
us will have to stand before God upon our own individual
responsibility, and if God has thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, surely it is better to have His thoughts than
man’s.

In conclusion, the writer wishes to state he is no
prophet, minister, pastor, or teacher. His object in
placing this book in the hands of the reader is to bring
before him the plain written Word of the living God.
It is necessary, in reading the Bible, to rightly divide
the “Word of Truth.” This might seem a difficult
task, and too great an undertaking; but it is not so,
for all that is needed is simply to see that when God
speaks of the Jews He means the Jews, and when He
speaks of the Gentiles He means the Gentiles, and when
of the Church He means the Church.

It will be found that the writer has classed relative
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Scriptures together, so as to bring before the mind the
whole scope of the purpose of God relative to man.
He believes that this plan will prove of deep interest to
every true believer in the Lord Jesus, and, in conclusion,
he affectionately commends the reader to God and the
Word of His grace.

CALVERLEY ROAD,
TUNBRIDGE WELLS,



I.

THE CREATION OF MAN AND HIS
RESPONSIBILITY.

OD has placed the Bible in this world for the

G maintenance of His own glory, and for the

blessing of mankind. To bow to the

authority of the Scriptures, as the Word of
the living God, Maker of heaven and earth, brings the -
soul near to God, and God near to the soul; a GOD
OF ALL GRACE, ready to pardon the sinner and
draw him to Himself in righteousness. ‘

That man is in a state of unrest and uncertainty
no one can deny. What lies beyond the present isa
mystery he cannot solve: he may deny there is any-
thing, but he may deny the truth, and thereby get into
greater uncevtainty ; nay, more than this, he is warned
by his own conscience that some day he must meet
One whom he feels he is not very friendly with, to say
nothing of the enmity there is really in his heart against
God.

God has given a simple and concise account of the
Creation in Genesis i. and ii. To bow in simple faith
to what is there revealed on Divine authority is God’s
way of understanding. *“ Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so

I
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that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.”?

To try to understand what is of God by the natural
mind leads to the overthrowing of the Scriptures alto-
gether, and still leaves man in the greatest uncertainty,
and the heart gets hardened.

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.”? This is a Divine fact, and no one claims to
be the Creator of the heaven and earth but the God of
the Bible.

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth.” When? He does not say; but He does tell
us that He did not create the earth without form and
void. ‘“ For thus saith the Lord that created the
heavens ; God Himself that formed the earth and made
it; He hath established it, He created it not in vain,
He formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord; and
there is none else.””® The Revised Version reads thus:
“ For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens;
He is God; that formed the earth and made it; He
established it, He created it not a waste, He formed it
to be inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none
else.”

To proceed with the account in Genesis: ““ And the
earth was without form and void ; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep.”*

What time elapsed for the earth to get into this state
of chaos God does not tell us., Between the first and
second verses of Genesis i. we have an unlimited space
of time, sufficient for all that science tells us must have
taken place before the creation of man upon the earth.

1 Heb. xi. 3. 2 Gen. 1. 1.
3 Isa. xlv. 18. . 4 Gen, i. 2.
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From verse 2 is recorded God’s preparation of the
earth which He had already created for the habitation
of man. He created it at first to be inhabited; by
whom, He does not say; but now He is going to
prepare it to be inhabited by man, who is to be the
head and centre of all other creatures whom He is
pleased to create.

I do not go into detail as to the six days’ work ; we
all have the privilege of reading and believing it as a
Divine record of the creation as it now exists. What
was done was done to God’s own satisfaction, and was
“good,” yea, “wvery good.” For ““ God saw everything
that He had made, and behold it was very good. . . .
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended
His work that He had made; and He rested on the
seventh day from all His work which He had made.””!

My purpose is to look a little at God’s ways with
man, for God had said: “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let-them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So
God created man in His own image, in the image of
God created He him; male and female created He
them. And God blessed them, and God said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it : and have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth.”? ¢ And the Lord
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man

T Gen, i, 31; ii. 12. : ® Gen. i. 26-28.
I—2
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became a living soul. And the Lord God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the
man whom He had formed. And out of the ground
made the Lord God to grow every tree that was
pleasant to the sight, and good for food ; the tree of
life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. . . . And the Lord God
took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”?

All this speaks of the goodness of God on the one
hand, and the purpose of God on the other: everything
that man needed to make him happy was put there by
the good hand of God; and the purpose of God was
that man should be the head and centre of all the
earth. Man was created to be God’s representative
upon the earth, for God’s glory. And herein was man’s
responsibility. God maintained His authority over
him by one simple command, claiming from His
creature absolute obedience. Nothing could be more
reasonable, because if the creature were not absolutely
obedient, and subject to his Creator, all must of
necessity fall into confusion and ruin, and the purpose
of God would be frustrated as far as that creature was
concerned.

But the wisdom of God saw that it was ‘ not good
for man to be alone.” Adam had no companion to
share his joys, no one with whom he could converse,
save God, who visited Him at His pleasure. He was

1 Gen. ii. 7-17.
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lord of the creation, he had dominiton over all. ““And
Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the
air, and to every beast of the field ; but for Adam there
was not found an helpmeet for him.”* He could make
no companion of a lion, or a bear, tame though they.
were ; so to complete the scene, ““ the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept; and He
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead
thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made He a woman, and brought her unto
the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And
they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were
not ashamed.””?

Everything had been done by God to make His
creature happy in the position of honour in which He
had placed him. And now he has one presented to
him who would naturally call forth the affection of his
heart; being part of himself, she is *“ bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh,” Adam could say; and she is to
- be his wife. The perfect wisdom of God, and the
wonderful goodness of God, are fully manifested in the
first and second chapters of Genesis.

Let us look, therefore, a little at man’s position before
sin came in to spoil all. Innocent, upright, intelligent,
able to understand the requirements of God in the place
of blessing in which he was set—such was man. Not
guided by instinct, as the brute creation, but having a
mind that could understand the will of God, which was,

1 Gen: ii. 20. 2 Gen. ii. 21-25.
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that man should be intelligently dependent and obedient
to his Maker. The sea obeys its Creator, but not with
intelligence ; but man was placed in a position to do
God’s will in obedience, with the knowledge of what was
suitable to the Divine Being whom he was responsible to
obey.

Dependence and obedience were all that God required
from His creature man. Had he kept his first estate,
God would have had glory in an innocent, upright, and
obedient man upon this earth. ¢ The heavens declare
the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth His handy-
work.”t  The earth also would have declared the glory
of God #o this day if man had kept his first estate.

Man had received life directly from God, He having
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man
had become a living soul. Not so the brute creation,
for “ God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly
the moving creature that hath life,” and, ““ Let the earth
bring forth the living creature after his kind,”2 No
breathing into the nostrils here. Man, and man alone, .
is the offspring of God, a marvellous creation, * fear-
fully and wonderfully made.”

Having looked at God’s side of the Creation, we turn
now to see how man has met his responsibility to God -
in the position of dignity and honour which God assigned
him as head and centre of the Creation, having dominion
over the works of God’s hands, and with a helpmeet
suitable to himself, whom he could love, and the sharer
of his joys, with all the dignity and honour that God
placed upon them, and in a garden that was a manifes-
tation to them objectively of the goodness of God ; every
tree growing there that was pleasant to the sight and

1 Ps. xix. 1. 2 Gen. i, 20.
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good for ood ; ¢ the tree of life ”” also, and * the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.” But this latter tree was
only a test to man by which he could prove his fidelity
to God.

But there is also a subtle tempter, an enemy of God,
and all that was of God, who comes into this peaceful
scene. This again is only to test the heart of man as
to his loyalty to God. It gave Adam and his wife ample
opportunity to manifest their entire dependence upon
and obedience to God.

‘““Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of
the field which the Lord God had made. And he said
unto the woman, Yea, hath God sard, Ye shall not eat of
every tree of the garden ?”’! The crafty tempter comes
to the weaker vessel, not with a downright lie at first,
but with a question as to what God had said—whether
He had really said it. The woman, caught by the
question, answered, instead of resisting the tempter.
““And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat
of the fruit of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die.”?

The tempter, having got the ear of the woman by
raising a question as to what God had said, now flatly
denies what God did say. ‘“ And the serpent said unto
the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.”® The tempter now suggests that God has
kept something back that would be for their good, that
God is not perfect in His goodness. What the tempter

! Gen. iii. 1. 2 Gen. iil. 2, 3. 3 Gen. iil. 4, 5.
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said entered into her heart. All was over. She lost
confidence in God.

““ And when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband
with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked ; and
they sewed fig-leaves together, and made themselves
aprons.”?!

In this act we have positive disobedience to God, and
unbelief as to the Word of God. Man, tested in inno-
cence, fasled; he broke down in his vesponsibility; he gave
up God, who was perfect in goodness, for the tempter,
Satan ; he believed the devil’s lie, and all was ruined.
Eve was deceived. Adam hearkened to the voice of
his wife instead of maintaining God’s glory. God was
dishonoured, His glory ignored, His claims disowned,
and all confidence in God lost. _

““And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
amongst the trees of the garden.”’?

Man now has a conscience, the knowledge of good
and evil, of vight and wrong ;* but he got this by doing
the evil, doing what was wrong, and he cannot meet
God. He hides away from Him ; he cannot now face
the God whom he has known up to this time only as a

! Gen. iii. 6, 7. ? Gen. iii. 8.

* Here the theory of evolution as to man explodes. The fact that
man has a conscience—the knowledge of good and evil—proves that he
has a relative existence to a Holy Being. Man cannot get rid of his
conscience ; it may get seared as with a hot iron, but it is his conscience
that gets seared.
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GOD PERFECT IN GOODNESS. Surely this
tells a tale. There is not an unconverted man that
would like to meet God the moment after he has
committed a sin. The believer has already met God,
and has, as a sinner, been pardoned.

But has God’s goodness lessened towards man since
he became a sinner ? Indeed it has not; but it is not
now goodness to an innocent, upright man, but to a
disobedient, sinful race. His Word tells us it is ““ the
goodness of God” that ¢ leadeth man to repentance.”
He says, therefore, to His own children, ¢ Love ye your
enemies, and do good . . . for He (God) is kind unto
the unthankful and to the evil.”! How far we act up
to this is another thing ; but this is what is in the heart
of God, this is how God Himself acts.

But we turn again to Adam and Eve. They could
not meet God ; they hide away from the presence of the
LLord God. And, note, God does not leave man, but
man runs away from God. Surely they proved His
Word to be true: “In the day that thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die.” Death had already come in—
that is, separation from God. And what was the cause
of it but man’s disobedienceand sin? Adam had given
up God, had lost all confidence in Him, and how could
he face Him, a God whom he had disobeyed? DBut
face Him he must, and so must we all.

““And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou?” Where indeed? Not
in a state of innocence and uprightness, of which God
had said, *“ Behold, it was very good.” Innocence had
gone, and gone for ever. But where was Adam? Away
from God. Having exalted himself, he was now debased

1 Luke vi. 35.
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under the sentence of death and judgment. Yes, away
from God; and there man is to-day unless he be in
Christ. “ If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.””*
But Adam could not hide from God. ¢ Where art
thou ?” finds him out. “And he said, I heard Thy
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked ; and I hid myself.”? All this speaks for itself
as to the state that man had got into by his sin, away
from God, and afraid of God.

“ And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?
Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee
that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The
woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat.”?

Adam throws all the blame upon God. ‘The woman,”
says he, “ whom Thou gavest to be with me,” as much
as to say, Thou shouldest not have given me the woman.
But this only shows what Satan has put into the heart.
To see where man is wrong is the way to get vight, but
to throw the blame upon God is what man has done
ever since the Fall.

“ And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is
this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the Lord
God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every
beast of the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will
put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her Seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise His heel.””*

1 2 Cor. v. 17. 2 Gen. iii. 10.
3 Gen. iii. 11, 12. 4 Gen. iii. 13-15.
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Before God pronounces judgment upon man—Adam
and his wife—He makes this statement in their hearing,*
which brings before us the fact that God will maintain
His own glory, notwithstanding the evil which had been
introduced. The power of Satan, the tempter, would
be set aside, his head bruised, and that by the woman’s
Seed. Satan had gained a victory over man. Man had
through his sin dishonoured and given up God, and
thereby had fallen under the power of the devil. Will
God allow this for ever? No; ‘““the Seed of the woman .
shall bruise the serpent’s head.” The devil may hold
his own for a time, as ‘“ when a strong man armed
keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: but when
a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome
him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he
trusted, and divideth his spoils.”?

The devil has got man under his power, and the armour
wherein he trusts is man’s disobedience to, and rebellion
against, God : this he keeps up in a man’s heart. But
God has sent into this world His Son, who was ““obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.”” This is the
stronger than he, who has taken away the devil’s armour,
wherein he trusted, and that by His absolute obedience
to God. Now, through God’s grace, the moment anyone
bows to God’s authority—God as manifested in flesh—
and in the obedience of faith believes what God has said
about Christ in His written Word, that soul is delivered
from the power of Satan, and has overcome the wicked
one. '

The judgment pronounced upon Adam and his wife

1 Luke xi. 21, 22.

* Note, this is not a promise made to Adam; there are no promises
for the first man, who in his nature is disobedient and independent.
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was temporal judgment, and did not go beyond what
is manifested in this world. ¢ Unto the woman He
said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy con-
ception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children;
and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall
rule over thee. And unto Adam He said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree of which 1 commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee: and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken :
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she
was the mother of all living. Unto Adam also and to
his wife did the I.ord God make coats of skins, and
clothed them. And the Lord God said, Behold, the
man is become as one of us, to know good and evil :
and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of
the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore
the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
to till the ground from whence he was taken. So He
drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the
garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword which
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.”
Now, while it is manifest that the judgment pro-
nounced upon Adam and his wife was only temporal,
yet it is also manifest that man could no longer stand
in the presence of God, that his disobedience and sin
had brought in a separation between himself and God.

1 Gen. iii. 16-24.
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The judgment pronounced related to the body only;
but man had become a living soul by God breathing
into his nostrils the breath of life. But now he is a
“living soul” with a guilty conscience, having the .
knowledge of good and evil, but entirely under the
power of the evil, as we shall see. He is away from
God, under the sentence of death, but the eternal
judgment that man’s sin really involved has not yet
been executed. God has, ever since the fall of man,
lingered over him in grace, although His righteous
judgments have been manifested upon the earth.

The first act of grace on God’s part towards man
after the Fall was, that He clothed Adam and his wife
with garments suitable to Himself, and the garments
were obtained by God through the accomplishment of
that which man’s sin had brought in—viz., death,
“The Lord God made coats of skins, and clothed
them.” Here we have THE FIRST DIVINE PRINCIPLE
ESTABLISHED, that, if God blesses man now that he
is a sinner, it must and can only be through death—
that is, through the life taken of a victim, instead of
the life of the one who had really forfeited it by his
sin. God did not execute eternal judgment; for He
had “ thoughts of peace and not of evil” towards man,
although he had become a sinner.

We are all slow to recognise our true state as sinners
before God; and we are also slow to recognise God’s
grace that is ever ready to meet us in that condition.
Nevertheless, God still goes on to accomplish all His
eternal purposes of love and grace.

The tree of life, which was a type of Chrlst was not
forbidden when man was in innocence ; but God would
not allow man to ¢ put forth his hand and take also of
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the tree of life, and eat and live for ever,” in his now
fallen and sinful state. The only way now for man to
have eternal life, and to be able again to live in the
presence of God, is through death—the death of Christ—
who is the Tree of Life, and who has accomplished
redemption by going down into death Himself, and
then coming up out of it, as the Resurrection and the
Life. And He says now to all who believe in Him:
‘“ Because I live, ye shall live also.”? ‘ He is the true
God and eternal life,”?

We now pass from our first parents to their offspring
—Cain and Abel—born into the world after sin had
come in. They feel the separation that had taken
place between God and themselves; so in Genesis iv.
we read, “ And in process of time, it came to pass, that
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto
the Lord.” What is taught here is very plain and
simple. Sin having come in, separating man from
God, man, having the consciousness of it, feels his
need of God, and, desiring to approach Him, brings
an offering for His acceptance. ‘“And Abel, he also
brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat
thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to
his offering ; but unto Cain and to his offering He had
not respect.”

Everything depended upon the character of the
offering by which they approached God. God had
said, ““ Cursed is the ground for thy sake,” and Cain
brings of the fruit of the cursed ground an offering to
the Lord. He goes on just as if nothing had happened,
taking no notice of what God had said, and ignoring
the fact that death had come in through man’s sin.

! Gen. iii. 22. 2 John xiv. 19, 3 1 John v. 20.
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Therefore, neither Cain nor his offering could God
accept.

Abel, on the other hand, recognising in faith the
divine principle established by God when man fell,
approaches Him through death, offering the firstling
of his flock, and the fat thereof. He does not, as Cain
did, bring the work of his hands for an offering; but,
acknowledging that man has forfeited his life through
sin, he draws near to God through the forfeited life of
a spotless victim; and so doing, he finds acceptance !
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and by it
he being dead yet speaketh !”?

Here we have ANOTHER DIVINE PRINCIPLE ESTAB-
LISHED, viz., that man, although born in sin, and away
from God, may approach God i faith through a sacvi-
fice and find acceptance. But it must be a sacrifice that
can be accepted by God, as everything depends upon the
sacrifice, and not upon the one who approaches God.*

1 Heb. xi. 4.

* Tt is important to see that this Divine principle of approach to God
through death was established before the earth was peopled, therefore
long before the establishment of the various modern religious systems
which obscure the simplicity of these early days. Abel approached
God through death, and was accepted. The lamb which he took from
the flock was but a type of the spotless Lamb of God, God's own
beloved Son. HE offered Himself without spot to God. There is no
more offering for sin. We have therefore but to approach God through
a death that has already been accomplished, the death of God’s own
provided Lamb, and we shall find acceptance. Christ Himself is the
Lamb or offering. Christ Himself was the Priest—* He offered Him-
self ”; we have therefore but to go straight to God through the death
and blood-shedding of the Lord Jesus the Son of God, and find accept-
ance as Abel did.
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Abel’s offering was but a type of the perfect offering
and sacrifice of Christ, God’s own provided Lamb.
He has offered. Himself without spot to God ; therefore
anyone dvawing neav to God through the death of Chyist
will find acceptance, and God will justify him freely by
His grace.

“But unto Cain and to his offering God had not
respect ; and Cain was very wroth, and his countenance
fell.” All this God takes notice of, and He says to
Cain, “ Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy counten-
ance fallen? if thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepted ? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at
the door.” God is very reasonable. He is not un-
righteous in His ways with man. “ If thou doest well,
shalt thou not be accepted ?” But he did the wrong,
and ‘““sin lieth at the door,” or a sin-offering is at hand.
Just as Abel, who felt the separation that had come in
between God and man, could approach in faith, by a
burnt-offering, and find acceptance; so Cain, who had
sinned, could have approached in faith, through a sin-
offering.  But he would not humble himself. He wanted
God to accept him just as if nothing had happened.
This God could not do. He would deny His own
holiness if He did. He has found a way to pardon
in righteousness, but it must be in vighteousness, or God
would not be God.

““ And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came
to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord
said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother ? And He
said, I know not : am I my brother’s keeper? And He
said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s
blood crieth unto Me from the ground.” And then God
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pronounces judgment upon him, but judgment that
relates only to the earth. “And Cain went out from the
presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on
the east of Eden.” There he made himself as happy
as he could, away from God, building a city, and calling
it after his son’s name, his descendants, too, being the
fathers “ of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have
cattle,” and of “all such as handle the harp and organ,”
and of ¢‘ every artificer in brass and iron.”?

God had put two solemn questions: one to Adam,
“ Where art thou ?” another to Cain, * What hast thou
done?” Adam was away from God, hiding amongst the
trees of the garden. Cain, being away from God, had
murdered his brother, and had no conscience as to what
he had done. When God spoke to him about it, he said:
“Am I my brother’s keeper ?” His conscience being
dormant, he goes out from the presence of the Lord, and
commences the world that has its music, its arts, and its
science, all away from God. But God had not given
man up, although man had given God up; and in due
time He visited the world in grace, in the person of His
own beloved Son, He becoming Man for this very
purpose. But man rose up against Him, and slew Him;
therefore the world is not only away from God, and has
no conscience as to the fact, but it is now guilty of the
murder of the blessed Son of God, when He came
in grace to save, the Father saying, “I will send My
beloved Son ; it may be they will reverence Him when
they see Him.” Butno, “theycast Him out . . . and
killed Him.”2

At the end of Genesis iv. we find that God had given
another son to Adam in Seth, and to Seth ““ also there

1 Gen. iv. 16-22. 2 Luke xx. 13-15
2
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was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then
began men to call upon the name of the Lord.”!

Amidst all the darkness God did not leave Himself
without witness. There were men of faith who called
on the name of Jehovah.

Genesis v. presents to us a scene of death. Man
lived close upon a thousand years, but “ he died,” Death
had indeed come in upon God’s fair creation, where He
had set man in his responsibility. But there is one
bright picture, which tells us that God had other
thoughts for man than death. ‘ Enoch walked with
God: and he was not; for God took him.” “ By faith
Enoch was translated that he should not see death,
and was not found, because God had translated him :
for before his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God.”?

We have noticed that it was only temporal judgment
God had pronounced and executed upon man for his
sin and disobedience, that is, judgment that relates in
~a governmental way to man while upon the earth. But
Jude speaks of the eternal judgment that is to come
upon all the ungodly of the present day, and says,
“Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten
thousands of His saints, to execute judgment upon all,
and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com-
mitted, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him.”3

So we see that while God has reserved eternal judg-
ment to a coming day, yet He made it known in the
days of Enoch. But we must remember that God “is

1 Gen. iv. 26. 2 Heb. xi. 5. 3 Jude 14, 15.
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longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.”! And
we must also remember that ¢ Because sentence against
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.”?

In Genesis vi. we have a still worse picture. Man,
whom God had made ““ very good,” and who was inno-
cent and upright when he came out of the hands of his
Maker, had now filled the earth with vioclence. “ And
God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. And it repented the
Lord that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved
Him at His heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy
man whom I have created from the face of the earth,
both man and beast, and the creeping thing, and the
fowls of the air; for it repenteth Me that I have made
them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
. . . And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it
was corrupt ; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon
the earth. And God said unto Noah, The end of all
flesh is come before Me, for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy
them with the earth.”?

What God had done Himself was ““ very good,” and
He made man for His glory. But what glory had man
rendered to God? The earth, where man was to have
been God’s representative, he had “* filled with violence,”
and “every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil.” It might well repent God that He had
made man, and it might well grieve Him at His heart!

The “very good” has passed away. The image of

1 2 Pet. iii. 9. 2 Eccles. viil. 11. 3 Gen. vi. 5-13.
2—2
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God and His likeness has gone for ever for the first man,
and it repented God that He had made him. Itisonly
judgment that could fall upon such a scene as this—
the righteous judgment of a holy God upon man, who
had filled the earth with violence, and whose wickedness
was great. '

“I will destroy man whom I have created from the
face of the earth,” said Jehovah. ‘ But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord.” ¢ By faith Noah, being
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house ; by the
which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith,”1

God destroyed man from the face of the earth by the
flood. And when all was over, and the waters of the
flood had dried up, ¢ Noah went forth ”” out of the ark,
he “ and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with
him,” and every living thing that had been preserved
through the judgment. ‘“And Noah builded an altar
unto the Lord, and took of every clean beast, and of
every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the
altar, And the Lord smelled a sweet savour: and the
Lord said in His heart, I will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake, for the imagination of man’s
heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite
any more everything living as T have done. While the
earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall
not cease.”? Here we have two distinct things: first,
Noah offers a burnt sacrifice, and it is a savour of rest
unto Jehovah; second, the heart of man is unchanged,
it is still ““evil.” The burnt offering is a type of Christ,

1 Heb. xi. 7. 2 Gen, viii. 20-22,
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who ¢ hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacri-
fice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.”! Through
this sacrifice God acts towards man in blessing.
Temporal blessing only is spoken of here. God will
not curse the ground any more for man’s sake, and
since that day seed-time and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, and day and night have not ceased,
according to the word of the living God.

The new world having now commenced on the ground
of the typical sacrifice of Christ in Noah’s burnt
offering, the curse being partially removed, God saying,
1 will not curse the ground any more for man’s sake,”
“ God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them,
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. And
the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every
beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon
all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes
of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. Every
moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you, even as
the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh
with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall
ye not eat. And surely your blood of your lives will I
require, at the hand of every beast will I require it, and
at the hand of man ; at the hand of every man’s brother .
will T require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s
blood, by man shall his blood be shed ; for in the image
of God made He man.”?

Here we note a development in the ways of God with
man. Up to this time man had only the green herb
and fruit of the trees for food.* But now God gives
him flesh to eat in addition; * but flesh with the life
thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat,”

1 Eph. v. 2, 2 Gen. ix. 1-6. ) 3 Gen. i. 29.
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said God. Man must own before God that he has for-
feited his life through sin; therefore, before he eats
flesh the life must be poured out in the shedding of the
blood ; and if this was not done, the guilty one forfeited
his own life’s blood by the hand of man. But further,
this puts governmental power into the hands of man.
God says, “ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man
shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made
He him.”

This government, which was at first placed in the
hands of Noah by God, has remained unto this day,
and there is no country in the world that has more
cause for thankfulness to God for governmental power
in the hands of man than England.

When Cain took the life of Abel his brother, God
said: “ Whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be
taken on him sevenfold,”! and the end of that system
of things filled the earth with violence. God then took
the matter of judgment into His own hands, and swept
man off the face of the earth by the Flood. But now
governmental power in judgment is placed in the hands
of man ; therefore the exhortation is: ¢ Let every soul
be subject unto the higher powers, for there is no power
but of God; the powers that be are ordained of God
. . . for rulers are not a terror to good works, but to
the evil.”? Therefore Christians are not only to be
subject and obey the Governments, but to pray for all
that are in authority, also to pay whatever is demanded,
such as taxes, etc.

But Governments fail, as man ever has done. Noah
himself failed, therefore we wait in patience for the time
when the “ government shall be upon His shoulder ”

1 Gen. iv. 15. 2 Rom. xiii. 1-3.
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who is called ““ Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God,
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,”’! even our
Lord Jesus Christ.

God is a God perfect in goodness, and while of
necessity He must manifest His righteous indignation
and judgment against all the ungodliness of man, it is
in order that they who are left should fear and seek
Him. He therefore says to Noah and his sons: “Be
fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.” And
then God made a covenant with them that ‘‘ the waters
shall no more become a flood to destroy all tlesh.”
This is grace—pure sovereign grace. Blessed be God !
Man is unchanged, the imagination of his heart is still
evil, yet God will bless. ““And God said, This is the
token of the covenant which I make between Me and
you and every living creature that is with you, for per-
petual generations: I do set My bow in the cloud, and
it shall be for a token of a covenant between Me and
the earth. And it shall come to pass, when I bring a
cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the
cloud: and I will remember My covenant, which is
between Me and you and every living creature of all
flesh ; and the waters shall no more become a flood to
destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the cloud;
and I will look upon it, that I may remember the ever-
lasting covenant between God and every living creature
of all flesh that is upon the earth. And God said unto
Noah, This is the token of the covenant which I have
established between Me and all flesh that is upon the
earth.”? And this has continued throughout all genera-
tions even unto this day.

“ And the whole earth was of one language, and of

1 Isa. ix. 6. 2 Gen. ix. 12-17.
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one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed
from the east, that they found a plain in the land of
Shinar ; and they dwelt there. And they said one to
another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them
thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime
had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build
us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven;
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth. And the Lord came
down to see the city and the tower, which the children
of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the people
is one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from
them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let
us go down, and there confound their language, that
they may not understand one another’s speech. So the
Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face
of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.*
Therefore is the name of it called Babel ; because the
Lord did there confound the language of all the earth;
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon
the face of all the earth.”?

Thus God confounded the language of men, dividing
them into nations. ‘ When the Most High divided to
the nations their inheritance, when He separated the
sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people accord-

1 Gen. xi. 1-9.

* The thought here is to restrain the imagination of men’s hearts. It
was a foolish thing for man to imagine he could build a tower to reach
heaven, but that is what he attempted to do. What God did in dividing
the inbabitants of the earth into nations has answered His purpose
well; for one nation keeps another nation in check from unduly exalting
jtself, and carrying out the imaginations of men’s minds.
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ing to the number of the children of Israel. For the
Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of His
inheritance.’”

Wonderful are the ways of God with man! In
judgment God confounded the language of men, and
scattered them all over the face of the earth, dividing
them into nations, thus restraining men from carry-
ing out the imaginations of their hearts, and at
the same time doing all according to the plans and
purposes which He Himself intends to carry out in
connection with man upon the earth, Israel being the
centre of these plans and purposes, with the promise
of the Messiah, the seed of Abraham, and the seed of
David. “ Known unto God are all His works from the
beginning of the world.””?

Man had now become religious, but served other
gods, not the true God, and out of this mass of idolatry
God calls one man, Abram: /e hears God’s call, and
obeys it, and thus becomes a man of faith, and God
makes promises to him.

Having to do with God by faith /s a Divine principle.
He who believes what God has said, because God, who
cannot lie, has said it, honours God; and He says,
“Them that honour Me I will honour.” The devil
says, “ Hath God said?” He raises questions, and
then he gives us some lie to believe. He did this at
the first, he does it now. But he is always defeated
when we take our stand upon the plain written Word of
God, and say, * 1T 1S WRITTEN.”

Our blessed Lord has left us an example as to this—
““Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came
and ministered unto Him.'

1 Deut. xxxi. 8, 9. ? Acts xv. 18, 3 Matt, iv. 11,
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We have seen that up to this time, in God’s ways
with man, man had entirely broken down in all his
responsibility to God his Maker ; and the fact is demon-
strated that if God blesses man, it must be in sovereign
grace, and this being God’s purpose from the beginning,
the doctrine of Election is established in the call of
Abram—that is, the sovereign right on God’s part to
bless man irrespective of works: ¢ that the purpose of
God according to election might stand, not of works,
but of Him that calleth.”?

Blessing from God can only reach us through His
sovereign grace received in faith. Yet God in His
ways with man has used this sovereign grace to test
the heart: First, with the Jews, who deliberately re-
jected their Messiah when He came in grace to fulfil
the promises, and then with the Gentiles, in calling
them as sinners to repentance, which will end in the
entire rejection of the Gospel by the Gentiles: so that,
after the judgments upon living Jews and Gentiles for
the rejection of Christ have been executed, God will
conclude all in unbelief, not testing the heart of man
any longer, but in His sovereign grace having mercy
upon all. “O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out "

1 Rom. ix. II. 2 Rom. xi. 33.



II.

THE CAL‘L OF ABRAHAM—THE PROMISES—
ISRAEL’S RESPONSIBILITY.

principles established.
First. The world having given itself over to
idolatry, separation is absolutely necessary if one
is to walk with God.

Second. The call being heard and obeyed in simple
faith, God is free to make known His mind and
thoughts as to the future to the one who obeys His
call,

Third. Man (Abraham is the example) being brought
morally into a state of obedience to and dependence
upon God (Abraham obeyed the call of God, and went
out not knowing whither he went), God is free to make
promises to him, being a man of faith.

Fourth. The world still being in a state of rebellion,
and God still waiting in longsuffering mercy until its
iniquity is full before He executes the judgment which
will bring in the fulfilment of the promises, all is held
for the time being, by the obedient and dependent man,
on the principle of faith.

The promises made to Abraham have a very wide

IN the call of Abraham we have many Divine
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bearing, reaching to all nations of the earth for blessing,
and embracing the national government of the world.

National Government, therefore, is first placed in the
hands of Abraham’s descendants, the nation of the Jews ;
and after the rejection by Israel of Jehovah their King,
and then the rejection by God of Saul, the independent
and disobedient king, God gives Israel a king after His
own heart—David—who subdues all his enemies, and
then establishes peace upon the earth ; and in Solomon
the glory of the kingdom is manifested. Solomon
having failed to maintain God’s glory, the kingdom
was divided in judgment; but God in His grace re-
served two tribes—Judah and Benjamin—to the sons of
David, for David’s sake, and for the sake of Jerusalem,
which God had chosen.

But ultimately the Jewish nation entirely broke down
in maintaining rightedus government upon the earth.
God therefore transfers government from the Jews to
the Gentiles, and thereby places the government of the
world under Gentile power in Nebuchadnezzar; the
Jewish nation being brought into captivity and under
Gentile rule, government has, therefore, been in the
hands of Gentiles ever since, and is at the present
time. |
But God, in due time, according to His grace,
restored the Jews—that is, Judah and Benjamin—to
their own land. To them the promised Messiah and
King was presented, but was rejected, being cut off and
having nothing. Therefore the fulfilment of the pro-
mises was of necessity set aside, and the Jews scattered
among the nations.

All this took place under Gentile government and
rule, which still exists, and will exist until the times of
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the Gentiles be fulfilled, when it will be proved, by the
misrule and rebellion of not only Jews, but also of
Gentiles, that God must take the matter of the govern-
ment of this world into His own hands, and set His
own King upon the throne in righteousness.

It is necessary for me to notice these things, as they
areinvolved in the promises made to the fathers. With-
out, therefore, further calling attention to the govern-
ment of this world by Jews or Gentiles, I go on to trace
in a way that should affect the heart and conscience of
every reader God’s ways with man, while I shall freely
speak of the way both Jews and Gentiles have acted in
connection with those ways.

God made unconditional promises to Abraham as the
head of His chosen people, and confirmed the same to
Isaac and Jacob, the ‘“heirs with him of the same
promise.”*  The first of these promises we find in
Genesis xii. 1-3: ‘“ Now the Lord had said unto Abram, -
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show
thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt
be a blessing. And I will bless them that bless thee,
and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.” God confirmed this
in chapter xv.: “ After these things the word of the
Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not,
Abram, I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.
And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt Thou give me,
seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is
this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold,
to me Thou hast given no seed : and, lo, one born in my

1 Heb. xi. g.
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house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the Lord
came unto him saying, This shall not be thine heir; but
he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall
be thine heir. And He brought him forth abroad, and
said, Look now towards heaven, and tell the stars, if
thou be able to number them: and He said unto him,
So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord;
and He counted it to him for righteousness. . . . In
the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates.”

Here God promises to Abram a seed, and that his
seed shall be as the stars of heaven. Abram believes
God, and it is counted unto him for righteousness; and
then God makes a covenant with Abram, and promises
to give the land to his seed.

Again we read : ““ And when Abram was ninety years
old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said
unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before Me,
and be thou perfect. And I will make My covenant
between Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceed-
ingly. And Abram fell on his face; and God talked
with him, saying, As for Me, behold, My covenant is
with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.
Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but
thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee. And I will make thee ex-
ceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and
kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish My
covenant between Me and thee and thy seed after thee
in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be
a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I
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will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for
an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep My
covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in
their generations. This is My covenant which ye shall
keep between Me and you and thy seed after thee:
Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And
ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it
shall be a token of the covenant betwixt Me and you.
And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised
among you, every man child in your generations, he
that is born in the house, or bought with money of any
stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is born in
thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must
needs be circumcised: and My covenant shall be in
your flesh for an everlasting covenant. . . . And God
said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed ; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish My
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and
with his seed after him. . . . And He left off talking
with him, and God went up from Abraham.”*

Here we have a development in the ways of God.
God changes Abram’s name to Abraham, which means
‘ Father of a great multitude,” then confirms His
covenant with him and his seed after him, and gives
him the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession ;
and then God gives him circumcision as a token of the
covenant betwixt God and Abraham. God had said
to Abraham, ¢ In thee shall all the families of the earth
be blessed,” and ‘ Thou shalt be a father of many
nations.” Again, ‘“ Abraham shall surely become a

1 Gen, xvii. 1-22.
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great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in kim.”" ¢ But My covenant,”
said God, “will 1 establish with Isaac, which Sarah
shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.”?
In due time Isaac was born.

These Scriptures still wait their fulfilment, for “ God
is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of
man, that He should repent: hath He said, and shall
He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not
make it good ?"® It is true, speaking of the present
time, ‘“‘that blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so
all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob. For this is My covenant
unto them, when I shall take away #heir sins. As
concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes:
but as touching the election, they arve beloved for the
fathers’ sakes.”

Abraham was a man of faith; he believed God, and
it was counted unto him for righteousness. *“ By faith,
Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went.””> Now
God tries his faith. ‘““And He said, Take now thy son,
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a
burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will
tell thee of.””®  ** By faith, Abraham, when he was tried,
offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said,

1 Gen. xviii. 18. ? Gen. xvii. 21, 3 Num. xxiii. 1q.

4 Rom. xi, 26-28. 5 Heb. xi. 8. ¢ Gen. xxii. 2,
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That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that
God was able to raise him up even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure.”?

““And the angel of the Lord called to him out of
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said,
Here am I. And He said, Lay not thine hand upon
the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now
I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me. . . . And
the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time, and said, By Myself have I
sworn, saith the LLord, for because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and
as the sand which is upon the seashore ; and thy seed
shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy sced
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because
thou hast obeyed My voice.”?

After the death of Abraham all this is confirmed to
Isaac. ““ And the Lord appeared unto him, and said,
Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I
shall tell thee of : sojourn in this land, and 1 will be
with thee, and will bless thee ; for unto thee, and unto
thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will
perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy
father; and I will make thy seed to multiply as the
stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all these
countries ; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed ; because that Abraham obeyed My voice,
and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes,
and My laws. And Isaac dwelt in Gerar.”®

1 Heb. xi. 17-19. 2 Gen. xxii. 11-18. 3 Gen. xxvi. 2-6.
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Next, all is confirmed to Jacob. “And God said
unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name :
and He called his name Israel. And God said-unto
him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a
nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and
kings shall come out of thy loins; and the land which
I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and
to thy seed after thee will I give the land. And God
went up from him in the place where He talked with
him.”!

‘““ Abraham begat Isaac . . . and Isaac begat Jacob ;
and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.”? Here we have
the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel, afterwards known
as the children of Israel.

We are familiar with the history of Joseph, and how
in the providence of God the children of Israel went
down into Egypt, and what befell them there.

“And it came to pass in process of time, that the
king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed
by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry
came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And
God heard their groaning, and God remembered His
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.
And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God
had respect unto them.”® ‘“And the LORD said, I
have surely seen the affliction of My people which are
in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their
taskmasters ; for I know their sorrows ; and I am come
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land

1 Gen. xxxv. 10-13. ? Acts vii. 8. 3 Exod. ii. 23-25.
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and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey ;
unto the place of the Canaanites,”? etc.

God raised up Moses as the deliverer of His people.
We then have the plagues and God’s dealings with
Pharaoh in order that he should let His people go. We
need only notice the last, as my object is to trace the
ways of God with His people, who in the Old Testa-
ment are the Jews, the children of Israel. It is impor-
tant to observe in connection with the judgment of
God upon all the firstborn of Egypt, that God in the
love of His own heart makes provision for the escape
of His own people ; the eye of God is upon them. We
read therefore : ‘“ And the Lord spake unto Moses and
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This month shall
be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the
first month of the year to you. Speak ye unto all the
congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this
month they shall take to them every man a lamb,
according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an
house : and if the household be too little for the lamb,
let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it
according to the number of the souls; every man
according to his eating shall make your count for the
lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of
the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or
from the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the four-
teenth day of the same month : and the whole assembly
of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.
And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the
two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses,
wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh
in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread;

1 Exod. iii. 7, 8.
3—=2
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and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. . . . And thus
shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on
your feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye shall eat
it in haste : it is the Lord’s passover. For I will pass
through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg-
ment : I am the Lord. And the blood shall be to you
for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when 1
see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall
not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land
of Egypt.”!

In reading this Scripture there are three things pre-
sented to the mind. First: that the Israelites are
sinners as much as the Egyptians, and that if they are
to escape the judgment of God, which is death (for
““ the wages of sin is death ), there must be a substitute
of a spotless victim, which is provided in the unblemished
lamb, the blood of which on the two side posts and on
the upper door post is a token of the fact that death has
taken place. Second: the blood is for God—to meet
His righteous and holy claims against them as sinners.
He says, “ When [ see the blood, I will pass over you.”
Third : the Israelites obeyed the word of God, and thus
became sheltered from the judgment that fell upon the
Egyptians, for we read: “ And the children of Israel
went away, and did as the Lord had commanded Moses
and Aaron, so did they. And it came to pass, that at
midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his
throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the
dungeon ; and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh

1 Exod. xii. 1-13.
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rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the
Egyptians ; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for
there was not a house where there was not one dead.
And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said,
Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both
ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the Lord,
as ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds,
as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. . . .
And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did
bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by
their armies.”* But has Pharaoh learnt to bow before
the Judge of all the earth? No, his heart is hardened,
for ¢ It was told the king of Egypt that the people fled :
and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned
against the people, and they said, Why have we done
this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? And
he made ready his chariot, and took his people with
him : And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all
the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of
them. And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of
Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an
high hand. . . . And Moses said unto the people, Fear
ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,
which He will show to you to-day : for the Egyptians
whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no
more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace. . . . And the angel of God,
which went before the camp of Israel, removed and
went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from
before their face, and stood behind them: and it came
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of

1 Exod. xii. 28-51.
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Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it
gave light by night to these : so that the one came not
near the other all the night. And Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to
go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made
the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And
the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea
upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto
them on their right hand, and on their left. And the
Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst
of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and
his horsemen. And it came to pass, that in the morning
watch the Lord looked unto the host of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled
the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot
wheels, that they drave them heavily : so that the Egyp-
tians said, et us flee from the face of Israel; for the
Lord fighteth for them against the Egyptians. And the
Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the
sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyp-
tians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.
And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and
the sea returned to his strength when the morning
appeared ; and the Egyptians fled against it ; and the
Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and
the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came
into the sea after them; there remained not so much
as one of them. But the children of Israel walked upon
dry land in the midst of the sea ; and the waters were a
wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of
the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon
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the seashore. And Israel saw that great work which
the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the people
feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and His servant
Moses.”? '

“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this
song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto
the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse
and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. The Lord
is my strength and song, and He is become my salva-
tion: He is my God, and I will prepare Him an habita-
tion; my father’s God, and I will exalt Him,”? etc.

God has now a redecmned people. “Thou in Thy
mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast re-
deemed : Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto
Thy holy habitation.”3 Of course, only in type, ¢ For
it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.”’* But all this is very interest-
ing, because it teaches us the ways of God with man,
“ For whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”® They go
three days in the wilderness and find no water; they
come to Marah and the waters are bitter ; they murmur.
Moses cries to the Lord. He shows him a tree; he
casts it into the waters and they are made sweet. And
God said, ““ If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice
of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in
His sight, and wilt give ear to His commandments, and
keep all His statutes, I will put none of these diseases
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians :-
for I am the Lord that healeth thee.”¢

1 Exod. xiv. 5-31. 2 Exod. xv. 1, 2. 3 Exod. xv. 13.
4 Heb. x. 4. 5 Rom. xv. 4. . 8 Exod. xv. 26.
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But they murmur again and again. Nevertheless,
God meets them in all the goodness of His heart, and
gives them manna, and water from the rock. The time
comes for them to go up and possess the land that God
had given them. ¢ And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, Send thou men, that they may search the land
of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of
every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every
one a ruler among them.”! ¢ And Moses sent them to
spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get
you up this way southward, and go up into the moun-
tain: and see the land, what it is; and the people that
dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few
or many. . .. And be ye of good courage, and bring of
the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of
the firstripe grapes. So they went up, and searched
the land. . . . And they came unto the brook of Eshcol,
and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of
grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and
they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs. . . .
And they returned from searching of the land after forty
days. And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron,
and to all the congregation of the children of Israel,
unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh ; and brought
back word unto them, and unto all the congregation,
and showed them the fruit of the land. And they told
him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey ;
and this is the fruit of it. Nevertheless the people be
strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled,
and very great: and moreover we saw the children of
Anak there. . . . And Caleb stilled the people before

1 Num. xiii. 1, 2.
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Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it;
for we are well able to overcome it. But the met that
went up with him said, We be not able to go up against
the people; for they are stronger than we. And they
brought up an evil report of the land which they had
searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land
through which we have gone to search it, isa land that
eateth up the inhabitants thereof ; and all the people
that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And there
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the
giants; and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers,
and so we were in their sight. And all the congrega-
tion lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people
wept that night. And all the children of Israel mur-
mured against Moses and against Aaron : and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had
died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died
in this wilderness! . . . And Joshua the son of Nun,
and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them
that searched the land, rent their clothes: and they
spake unto all the company of the children of Israel,
saying, The land, which we passed through to search
it, i1s an exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in
us, then He will bring us into this land, and give it us;
a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel
not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of
the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is
departed from them, and the Lord is with us : fear them
not. But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the
tabernacle of the congregation before the children of
Israel. And the Lord said unto Moses, How long will
this people provoke Me? and how long will it be ere
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they believe Me, for all the signs which I have showed
among them? . . . And the Lord spake unto Moses
and unto Aaron, saying, How long shall I bear with
this evil congregation, which murmur against Me? 1
have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel,
which they murmur against Me. Say unto them, As
truly as I live, saith the Lord, as ye hath spoken in
Mine ears, so will I do to you : your carcases shall fall
in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you,
according to your whole number, from twenty years old
and upwards, which have murmured against Me, doubt-
less ye shall not come into the land, concerning which
I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son
of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. But your
little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I
bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have
despised. But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall
in this wilderness. And your children shall wander in
the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms,
until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. . . .
And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of
Israel : and the people mourned greatly.”?

“ But with whom was He grieved forty years ? was
it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell
in the wilderness? And to whom sware He that they
should not enter into His rest, but to them that belicved
not? Sowe see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief. Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being
left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem
to come short of it. For unto us was the Gospel
preached, as well as unto them : but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them

! Num. xiii., xiv.
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that heard it.”! How solemn are these words of God !
May we ponder them !

God’s chosen people had now to wander in the wilder-
ness for forty years because of their unbelief. God gave
them the law, which they disobeyed before it reached
them, and He made a covenant with them in connec-
tion with the law, and they accepted blessing on the
ground of their obedience. But had God acted on this .
covenant they would have had no blessing at all. He
acted in grace, although His judgments were mani-
fested ; but He continually remembered His covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. ¢‘Not,” says God, *for
thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart,
dost thou go to possess their land : but for the wicked-
ness of these nations the Lord thy God doth drive
them out from before thee, and that He may perform
the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand therefore,
that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land
to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiff-
necked people.”?

It is clear that God was dealing with Israel in their
responsibility, testing their hearts: ever ready to meet
them in all their need and bless them according to His
own grace, but still testing their hearts. ‘“And thou
shalt,” says God, “remember all the way which the
Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder-
ness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what
was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments, or no. And He humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which
thon knewest not, neither did thy fathers know ; that

1 Heb. iii. 17-19; iv. 1, 2. 2 Deut. ix. 5, 6.
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He might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of the Lord doth man live.”?!

Moses, the servant of the Lord, was not permitted to
go into the land. He was provoked to anger by the
murmurings of the people. ¢ They angered Him also
at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for
their sakes: because they provoked his spirit, so that
he spake unadvisedly with his lips.”? ‘“ And I besought
the Lord at that time,” said Moses, ‘“saying, O Lord
God, Thou hast begun to shew Thy servant Thy great-
ness, and Thy mighty hand : for what God is there in
heaven or in earth, that can do according to Thy works,
and according to Thy might? I pray Thee, let me go
over, and see the good land that is beyond Jordan, that
goodly mountain, and I.ebanon. But the Lord was
wroth with me for your sakes, and would not hear me:
and the Lord said unto me, Let it suffice thee ; speak
no more unto Me of this matter.”® ‘ And Moses spake
unto the Lord, saying, Let the Lord, the God of the
spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation,
which may go out before them, and which may go in
before them, and which may lead them out, and which
may bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord
be not as sheep which have no shepherd. And the
Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of
Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay thine hand
upon him.”* How blessedly does Moses bow to the
will of God! His whole heart is set upon the good of
the people, that they may have one to go before them,
into this good land, although he himself is shut out.

1 Deut. viii. 2, 3. 2 Ps. cvi. 32, 33.
3 Deut. iii. 23-26. * Num. xxvii. 15-18.
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Thus we get Joshua raised up of God, to bring Israel
over Jordan into the land promised to their fathers.

But surely Joshua is only a type of the One of whom
Moses spake, saying: ‘ The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet, from the midst of thee, of thy
brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye shall hearken;
according to all thou desiredest of the Lord thy God in
Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not
hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let
me see this great fire any more, that 1 die not. And
the Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that
which they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put
My words in His mouth; and He shall speak unto
them all that I shall command Him. And itshall come
to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto My words
which He shall speak in My name, I will require it of
him. But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a
word in My name, which I have not commanded him to
speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods,
even that prophet shall die. And if thou say in thine -
heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord.
hath not spoken? when a prophet speaketh in the
name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to
pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken,
but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou -
shalt not be afraid of him.”?

The Book of Joshua tells us how carefully God placed
His people in the land according to the twelve tribes,
although they had to subdue their enemies in the land.
“When the Most High divided to the nations their
inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He

1 Deut. xviii. 15-22.
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set the bounds of the people according to the number
of the children of Israel. For the Lord’s portion is His
people ; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance.” !

Thus we see that God had Israel in His thoughts
when He divided the inhabitants of the earth into
nations and scattered them. Moses has spoken of a
Prophet whom God would raise up unto Israel, which
tells of their future blessing. To David God said:
‘ And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired
that thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will
raise up thy Seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons ;
and T will establish His kingdom. He shall build Me
an house, and I will stablish His throne for ever. I
will be His Father, and He shall be My Son; and I
will not take My mercy away from Him, as I took it
from him that was before thee: but I will settle Him
in Mine house and in My kingdom for ever: and His -
throne shall be established for evermore.”?

Israel has not only a promised PROPHET, but also
a promised KING. We will look at a few Scriptures
which speak of HIM.

“ Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel.”® ¢ Unto us a Child is
born, unto us a Son is given : and the government shall
be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of His government and peace theve shall be no end, upon
the throne of David, and upon his kingdomni, to order it,
and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts

1 Deut. xxxii. 8, g. 2 1 Chron. xvii. 11-14. 3 Isa. vii. 14.
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will perform this.”! ¢ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King
cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation;
lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal
of an ass.”? :

Every word of God is pure. The Scriptures we have
looked at will suffice to show that the Jews, the children
of Israel, are God’s elect people in the Old Testament,
and that the promised King was to be the King of the
Jews. ¢ Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold, THY -
KING COMETH.”

In passing on to the New Testament, thss must be
borne in mind, otherwise we shall not understand the
ways of God with man at this present time, which are
of all-importance to us Gentiles, because God will carry
ount His own purposes, and what we have to do is to
bow to the will of God.

The first thing that meets the eye in the New Testa-
ment is, “ The book of the generation of JESUS
CHRIST, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.’3
Abraham and David are the two heads of promise. To
Abraham God said: “In thy Seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed.” To David: 1 will raise up thy
Seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will
establish His kingdom.” Here we have the promised
Seed, and the promised King; the One in whose hands
the kingdom is to be established, so that God’s elect
people Israel may be brought into perfect blessing, and
then blessing be extended to the Gentiles, as it is
written: “ Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people.” Now
everything depends upon how the King is received, and
this is brought out very prominently in the Gospels.

! Isa. ix. 6, 7. 2 Zech. ix. 9. 3 Matt. i. 1.
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It will be seen that where there was faith, the hearts
of God’s people were resting in the word of promise,
Hence, as soon as the Messiah came, even when a Babe,
faith could recognise Him as the long-promised Prophet
and King of their Scriptures. We will commence,
therefore, with the birth of the Lord Jesus: * Behold,
a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son,
and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us.”! “ And the angel said
unto her, Fear not, Mary : for thou hast found favour
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His Name
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son
of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him
the throne of His father David: and He shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom
there shall be no end.”? “And Mary said, My soul
doth magnify the Lord, and my =pirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour. . . He hath holpefi His servant Israel,
in remembrance of His mercy; as He spake to our
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.””3

“ And his (John the Baptist’s) father Zacharias was
filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for He hath visited
and redeemed His people, and hath raised up an horn
of salvation for us in the house of His servant David ;
As He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets, which
have been since the world began: that we should be
saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that
hate us ; to perform the mercy promised to our fathers,
and to remember His holy covenant; the oath which
He sware to our father Abraham, that He would grant

1 Matt. i. 23. 2 Luke i. 30-33. 3 Luke i. 46-55.
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unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our
enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before Him, all the days of our life.”?

“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in
a manger; because there was no room for them in the
inn. And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, -
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them : and
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not : for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a SAVIOUR, which 1s
CHRIST THE LORD. And this shall be a sign unto
you: Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill towards men.”? “And when
eight days were accomplished for the circumcizing of
the Child, His name was called JESUS. . . . And,
behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon ; and the same man was just and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy
Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him
by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before
be had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the
Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought
in the Child Jesus, to do for Him after the custom of
the law, then took he Him up in his arms, and blessed
God, and said, Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant

1 Luke i. 67-75. * Luke ii. 7-14.
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depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine
eyes have seen THY SALVATION, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people ; a light to lighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel. . . .
And she (Anna) coming in that instant, gave thanks
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”! * Now
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judza in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that
is born King of the Jews ? for we have seen His star in
the east, and are come to worship Him.”? In reading
the beginning of the Gospels, we cannot help being
struck with the fact, that God has before His mind the
fulfilment of the promises He made to the fathers in the
coming of His beloved Son into this world; and it is
very important to understand this, because, as I have
said, if we do not, we cannot understand God’s present
dealings with us Gentiles. It is my desire by God’s
help to make this plain from His Word, so that any
simple soul bowing to that Word may get blessing in
the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins, and relation-
ship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Now, when Herod the king had heard these things,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes
of the people together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaza: for thus it is written by the pro-
phet : And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not
the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule MY people Israel.”3

1 Luke ii. 21-38. 2 Matt. ii. 1, 2. 3 Matt. ii. 3-6.
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How amazing that Herod and all Jerusalem with
him should be troubled because the promised King had
come! They know well their Scriptures, and can say
where Christ should be born. But the enmity of the
heart of man is soon manifested against the Lord’s
Anointed, and Herod sent and ‘“slew all the children
that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof,
from two years old and under.”?

God purposes blessing, but man will not have it! he
fills the land with ‘‘lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would
not be comforted, because they are not.”? Before the
Lord Jesus had spoken a word, when but a Babe, man
seeks His life. But where is He? Surelyin the hands
of God, for He had said to Joseph in a dream, ‘“ Arise,
and take the young Child and His mother, and flee into
Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”3

At the age of twelve years we find the blessed Lord
saying, ‘“ Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s
business ?”’  And then, on the other hand, going down
to Nazareth with His parents, He ‘“ was subject unto
them.” ‘And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man.”*

“ And Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years
of age.”® “In those days came John the Baptist,
preaching in the wilderness of Judwa, and saying,
Repent ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”®
Here we have another fulfilment of Old Testament
Scripture relative to the Jews. ‘For this is he that
was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice

1 Matt. ii. 16. 2 Matt. ii. 18. 3 Matt. ii. 13.
4 Luke ii. 47-52. 5 Luke iii, 23. § Matt. iii. 1, 2.
4—2
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of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, make His paths straight.”?!

John says, ¢ The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” and
he goes before to get the people ready to meet their
King. ‘“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all
Judea, and all theregion round about Jordan, and were
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” 2

This is a step in the right direction, confessing one’s
sins. There is nothing like taking our true place before
God as sinners. ‘‘ If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness,”?

The Pharisees and Sadducees coming to him, but not
confessing their sins, he says to them, ¢ O generation
of vipers! who hath warned you to flee from the wrath
to come ? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repent-
ance : and think not to say within yourselves, We have
Abraham to our father; for I say unto you, that God
is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham.”*

Now we find the Lord Himself coming from “ Galilee -
to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John
forbad Him. . . . Jesus answered and said, Suffer it
to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered Him. And Jesus,
when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water, and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon Him: and lo, a voice from heaven, saying,
This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”?

The Lord, after the temptations in the wilderness,

1 Matt. iii. 3. 2 Matt. iii. 5, 6. 31 Johni.g.
4 Matt. iii. y-9. 5 Matt. iii. 13-17.
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where He overcomes Satan, goes forth in testimony to
His people, and in due course presents Himself as their
King. Thus we read: ‘ From that time Jesus began
to preach, and to say, Repent: for the Kingdom of
Heaven is at hand.”!* ‘ Now after that John was put
in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel
of the kingdom of God, and saying, THE TIME IS FUL-
FILLED, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent
ye, and believe the Gospel.”? “And He came to
Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, as
His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was
delivered unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias.
And when He had opened the book, He found the place
where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon
Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel
to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them-
that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord. And He closed the book, and He gave it again
to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all
them that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him.
And He began to say unto them, This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare Him
witness, and wondered at the gracious words that pro-
ceeded out of His mouth.”® In Matthew we read:
The Lord said, ““ Repent : for the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand.” In Mark: ¢ The time is fulfilled, and
the Kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe
the Gospel.” In Luke: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is

1 Matt. iv. 17. 2 Mark i. 14, 15. 3 Luke iv. 16-22.
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upon Me . . . to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord. . . . This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your
ears.”

“Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for
the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come.”?

But what is the answer of the Lord’s people? ¢ Is
not this Joseph’s son ?’? “From whence hath this
man these things? and what wisdom is this which
is given unto Him, that even such mighty works are
wrought by His hands ? Is not this the carpenter, the
son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of
Juda, and Simon? and are not His sisters here with
us? And they were offended at Him.”?

Had the Jews believed their own Scriptures, which
they boasted in, they would have said, “Is not this
the Son of David, the King of Israel?” Where the
heart did rest in the Word of God, as Nathanael’s heart
did, faith said, according to the Second Psalm, ¢ Thou
art the Son of God ; Thou art the King of Israel.”*

We have seen that the testimony of John the Baptist
and that of the Lord Jesus were the same: “The
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

The Lord now chooses twelve Apostles, whom He
sent forth, and commanded them, saying, ‘“Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach,
saying, The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”®

This is the same testimony, and to the same people,
all showing that Israel is the object of the Lord’s choice,
and that the Gentiles are not looked upon here as the

1 Ps. cii. 13. 2 Luke iv. 22. 3 Mark vi. 2, 3.
4 John i. 49. 5 Matt. x. 5-7.
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people of God. The Lord did many miracles which
manifested the glory of His person, and faith could
easily recognise that the One who was in their midst
was ‘““Emmanuel,” ‘“the Messiah,” ‘the King of
Israel.”” Thus we read, ““ Then was brought unto Him-
one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and He
healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both
spake and saw. And all the people were amazed, and
said, Is not this the Son of David ?”’ This is faith.
“But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This
fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the
prince of the devils.”? The religious leaders of the
people come out with their satanic blasphemy, and
attribute the mighty works of the Spirit of God to
Satan. This is the sin against the Holy Ghost, which
will never be forgiven. The Lord said, “ But if I cast
out devils by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of
God is come unto you.”? These evil leaders now say,
¢ Master, we would see a sign from Thee.” But what
about the blind and dumb man, possessed with a devil,
whom Jesus healed ? Is not that a sufficient sign that
they may know that God Himself is really there? The
Lord’s answer is, “ An evil and adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given
to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas
was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly :
so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth.”?

The Lord had said to Ahaz, ““ Ask thee a sign of the
Lord thy God. ... DBut Ahaz said, I will not ask. . ..
Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign;
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and

1 Matt. xii. 22-24, ? Matt. xii. 28. 8 Matt. xii. 38-40.
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shall call His name Immanuel.”! Here we have
Jehovah’s sign to the nation of Israel. The nation
rejects it, as well as the manifested power of the Spirit
of Him who is God manifest in flesh; and they seek
a sign, but no sign shall be given but that of the death
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. We shall see how
this also is treated by Israel.

We now come to the positive fulfilment of the
prophecy we referred to in Zechariah.? ‘“ And when
they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to
Bethphage, unto the Mount of Olives, then sent Jesus
two disciples, saying unto them, Go into the village
over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass
tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them
unto Me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall
say, The Lord hath need of them ; and straightway he
will send them. All this was done, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell
ve the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh
unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the
foal of an ass. And the disciples went, and did as
Jesus commanded them, and brought the ass, and the
colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set Him
thereon. And a very great multitude spread their
garments in the way ; others cut down branches from
the trees, and strawed them in the way. And the
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, -
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He
that cometh in the name of the Lord ; Hosanna in the
highest.”?

The prophet had said, ¢ Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy

1 Isa. vii. 10-14. 2 Zech. ix. g. 3 Matt. xxi. 1 g.
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King cometh unto thee; He is just, and having salva-
tion ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt
the foal of an ass.” The answer of Israel is, ¢ We will
not have this man to reign over us.”!

On God’s part it is all grace, ready to bless. On
Israel’s part it is rebellion, hardness of heart, and re-
jection of Christ. Many parables of the Lord bring
this out very plainly. The following will suffice for
proof: :

The Lord said, ““ Hear another parable: There was -
a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and
hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it,
and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and
went into a far country: and when the time of the
fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husband-
men, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the
husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed
another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other
servants more than the first: and they did unto them
likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his son,
saying, They will reverence my son. But when the
husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves,
This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize
on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast
him out of the vineyard, and slew him.”? Here God’s
grace is seen again. He sends His Son, saying, ““ They
will reverence My Son.” But Israel—man—in the
exercise of his own free will and the wickedness of his
heart, says, “ Let us kill Him, and let us seize on His
inheritance,” knowing well who He was.

The blessed Lord felt all this, for He knew that
Israel's blessings all centred in Himself, that if they

! Luke xix. 14. * Matt. xxi. 33-39.
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rejected Him, all hope of blessing must be cut off.
They might boast in the promises, and being the
children of Abraham, God’s elect people, but what
about the One who was Abraham’s Seed, David’s Son,
yet David’s Lord ? They saw no beauty in Him, that
they should desire Him. ‘“ He is despised and rejected
of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”?

“ And when He was come near, He beheld the city,
and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round,
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even
with the ground, and thy children within thee; and
they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another ;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.””

Tears of sorrow and grief flow down the cheeks of
the blessed Lord, giving expression to the love and
sympathy of His loving heart, which was ““ full of com-
passion”; and again He breaks forth in lamentation :
¢ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh
in the name of the Lord.””

We pass on now to the closing scene of the Lord’s
life on earth in connection with the responsibility of
Israel, of whom we read, *“ Who are Israelites, to whom

1 Tsa. liii. 3. 2 Luke xix. 41-44. 3 Matt. xxiii. 37-39.
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pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cove-
nants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God,
and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all,
God blessed for ever.”?

‘* Then assembled together the chief priests, and the
scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace
of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and con-
sulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill
Him. But they said, Not on the feast-day, lest there
be an uproar among the people.””?

“Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went
unto the chief priests, and said unto them, What will
ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? And
they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.
And from that time he sought opportunity to betray

Him.”?
~ The Lord warned Judas, saying to His disciples,
“ One of you shall betray Me,” and ‘“ The Son of Man
goeth as it is written of Him: but woe unto that man
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed ! it had been good
for that man if he had not been born.”* Judas said,
“ Master, is it 1?” as though he knew nothing about it ;.
but he had already been to the chief priests to see how
much he could get if he betrayed Him. His heart was
set upon the money, and he no doubt thought the Lord
would deliver Himself out of the hands of His enemies,
as He had done before, because we read, ‘‘ Then
Judas, which had betrayed Him, when he saw that he
was condemned, vepented himself, and brought again the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,

1 Rom., ix. 4, 5. 2 Matt. xxvi. 3-5.
3 Matt. xxvi. 14-16. " 4 Matt. xxvi. 24.
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saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the

innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us?

see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of

silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged -
himself.””? »

The Lord, knowing all that was about to come upon
Him, went into the garden of Gethsemane, saying to
His disciples, “ My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even
unto death : tarry ye here, and watch with Me.” Then,
having bowed to the Father’s will, saying, “O My
Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except
I drink it, Thy will be done,” He comes again to His
disciples, and finds them asleep, and says unto them,
“Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour
is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. . . . And while He yet spake, lo,
Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests
and elders of the people. . . . Then came they, and laid
hands on Jesus, and took Him. . . . And they that had
laid hold on Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled.
. . . Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the
council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put Him
to death; but found none: yea, though many false
witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came
two false witnesses, and said, This fellow said, I am
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in
three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto
Him, Answerest Thou nothing ? what is it which these
witness against Thee? But Jesus held His peace.
And the high priest answered and said unto Him, I

! Matt. xxvii. 3-5.
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adjure Thee by the living God, that Thou tell us whether
Thou be the Christ, the Son of God? Jesus saith unto
him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you,
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath
spoken blasphemy ; what further need have we of wit-
nesses ? behold, now ye have heard His blasphemy,
What think ye ? They answered and said, He is guilty
of death. Then did they spit in His face, and buffeted
Him ; and others smote Him with the palms of their
hands, saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is
he that smote Thee ?”’!

Can we conceive anything so awful as the manifest
wickedness of Israel at this moment! The high priest,
the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders, are all
assembled. And whom have they at their bar? The
long-promised Prophet, their Messiah, the King of
Israel—yea, more, ““the Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace.” And on the confession
as to the truth of His Person, the answer of Israel is,
‘““He is guilty of death.” We have the blessed Lord
here before the religious heads of the people, and Mark
says, ¢ They all condemned Him to be guilty of death.”2

““And straightway in the morning, the chief priests
held a consultation with the elders and scribes, and the
whole council, and bound Jesus, and carried Him away,
and delivered Him to Pilate.”?

' “And Pilate asked Him, saying, Art Thou the King
of the Jews? And He answered him and said, Thou
sayest it. Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to
the people, I find no fault in this Man. And they were

1 Matt. xxvi. ? Mark xiv. 64. 3 Mark xv. 1.
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the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people,
teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee
to this place. When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked
whether the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as he
knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent
Him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at
that time.”!

Now we have the Lord before Herod, the king of the
Jews, the political head of the nation. Already we have
.seen He had been before the religious heads—the high
priest, the chief priests, etc.—and was condemned, and
now Herod condemns Him.

“ And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehe-
mently accused Him. And Herod with his men of war
set him at nought, and mocked Him, and arrayed Him
in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him again to Pilate. And
the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends
together : for before they were at enmity between them-
selves.”” 2

It is interesting to notice that Pilate, being a Gentile,
is warned by God through his wife, the very one whom
he is the most likely to listen to: “ When he was set
down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him,
saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just Man;
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream
because of Him.”3 '

“ And Pilate, when he had called together the chief
priests, and the rulers, and the people, said unto them,
Ye have brought this Man unto me, as one that per-
verteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined
Him before you, have found no fault in this Man
touching those things whereof ye accuse Him. No,

1 Luke xxiii. 3-7. ? Luke xxiii. 10-13. ¥ Matt. xxvii. 19.
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nor yet Herod : for I sent you to him, and, lo, nothing
worthy of death is done unto Him. I will therefore
chastise Him, and release Him.”’!

“ Now at that feast the governor was wont to release
unto the people a prisoner, whom they would. And
they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.”?

Pilate said, “ Will ye therefore that I release unto
you the King of the Jews? Then cried they all again,
saying, Not this Man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas
was a robber.”?® ¢ Pilate saith unto them, What shall
I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all
say unto him, Let Him be crucified. And the governor
said, Why, what evil hath He done? But they cried
out the more, saying, Let Him be crucified.”¢ ¢ Pilate
therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold,
I bring Him forth to you, that ye may know that I find
no fault in Him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the
crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith
unto them, Behold the Man! When the chief priests
therefore and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying,
Crucify Him, Crucify Him! Pilate saith unto them,
Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in
Him. The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by
our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the
Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying,
he was the more afraid; and went again into the judg-
ment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art Thou?
But Jesus gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto
Him, Speakest Thou not unto me? Knowest Thou not
that I have power to crucify Thee, and have power to
release Thee ? Jesus answered, Thou couldst have no

1 Luke xxiii. 13-16. 2 Matt. xxvii. 13, 16.
3 John xviii. 39, 40. 4 Matt. xxvii. 22, 23.
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power at all against Me, except it were given thee from
above ; therefore he that delivered Me unto thee hath
the greater sin. And from henceforth Pilate sought to
release Him : but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let
this Man go, thou art not Cesar’s friend; whosoever
maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar., When
Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus
forth, and sat down in the judgment seat, in a place that
is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.
And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about
the sixth hour : and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your
King! But they cried out, Away with Him, away with
Him, crucify Him! Pilate saith unto them, Shall I
crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We
have no king but Casar.”! ‘ When Pilate saw that he
could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was
made, he took water, and washed his hands before the
multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this
just Person; see ye to it. Then answered all the
people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our
children. Then released he Barabbas unto them ; and
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be
crucified.””?

“And they took Jesus, and led Him away, and He,
bearing His cross, went forth into a place called the
place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha :
where they crucified Him, and two other with Him, on
either side one, and Jesus in the midst. And Pilate
wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing
was, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews:
for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the

1 John xix. 4-15. 2 Matt. xxvii. 24-26,
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city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and
Latin. Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate,
Write not, The King of the Jews; but that He said,
I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What I
have written I have written,”?

“ And they that passed by reviled Him, wagging their
heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days, save Thyself. If Thou be the
Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise
also the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes
and elders, said, He saved others ; Himself He cannot
save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He
trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will
have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God. The
thieves also, which were crucified with Him, cast the
same in His teeth.”?

“ And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He
said, Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit :
and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. Now when
the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God,
saying, Certainly this was a righteous Man.”3

““ The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, .
that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on
the Sabbath day (for that Sabbath day was an high day),
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and
that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers,
and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which
was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus,
and saw that He was dead already, they brake not His
legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His
side, and forthwith came thereout blood and water.

1 John xix. 16-22. 2 Matt. xxvii. 39-44. 3 Luke xxiii. 46, 47.
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And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true:
and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.
For these things were done, that the Scripture should
be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not be broken. And
again another Scripture saith, They shall look on Him
whom they pierced.”?!

“When the even was come, there came a rich
man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also himself
was Jesus’ disciple: he went to Pilate, and begged the
body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to
be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body,
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his
own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock:
and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre,
and departed.””?

“Now the next day, that followed the day of the
preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came to-
gether unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that
deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After three
days I will rise again. Command therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His
disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say
unto the people, He is risen from the dead : so the last
error shall be worse than the first. Pilate said unto
them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure
as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulchre sure,
sealing the stone, and setting a watch.”®

Man has done his utmost, manifesting his enmity
and hatred against God, and against His Christ. God
had acted in pure grace, sending, according to His
promise, His own beloved Son to Israel as their King.
It was to Israel that the promises were made; it was

1 John xix. 31-37. 2 Matt. xxvii. 57-60. 3 Matt. xxvii. 62-66.
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to Israel that Christ presented Himself as their King,
as we have seen in the account the Holy Ghost has.
given at the birth of the Lord Jesus.

The wise men say: ““ Where is He that is born King
of the Jews ?’

Mary said: ‘“ He hath holpen His servant Israel, in
remembrance of His mercy, as He spake to our fathers,
to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.”

Zacharias, full of the Holy Ghost, said: * Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and re-
deemed His people, and hath raised up an horn of
salvation for us in the house of His servant David; as
He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets. . . . To
perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to re-
member His holy covenant ; the oath which He sware
to our father Abraham.”

John the Baptist preached: ‘‘ Repent ye, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

The blessed Lord Himself preached: ¢ The time is
fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand: repent
ye, and believe the Gospel.”

The disciples also preached, saying,  The Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand,” and they were to go to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel, not into the way of the
Gentiles.

But now Israel has rejected and deliberately crucified
their King—David’s Son, yet David’s Lord! And while -
they have rejected Jehovah their King, they have just
as deliberately accepted a Gentile King.

Pilate said, “Shall I crucify your King?” They
answer, ‘“ We have no king but Casar.” Again he
says, “ What shall I do then with Jesus which is called
Christ ?”

5—2
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“They all say unto him, Let Him be crucified.”
And now they have made the sepulchre sure, sealing
the stone, and setting a watch. All this time God has
kept silent, He has not interfered. As the Lord said
to the Jews, “This is your hour, and the power of
darkness!” Awful moment! This act stands alone in
the history of mankind.

But God has taken notice of everything. This we
shall find as we turn to the Acts: “All things are
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we
have to do.”! In the Acts we find that God has raised
up Jesus from the dead, and exalted Him to His own
right hand ; and that the Holy Ghost has come down
upon the earth, and charges home upon the consciences
of the people of Israel, by the Apostles, the rejection,
murder, and crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. We will
look at a few of the Scriptures, and we shall not fail to
see the force of them in connection with what we have
been looking at, from the call of Abraham right on to
the fulfilment of the promises in the coming of the
Messiah into the world. I shall only notice here the
testimony of the Holy Ghost by the Apostles in con-
nection with Israel, God’s elect people,* and their
responsibility.

“ Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his
voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judza, and all
ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you,
and hearken to my words. . . . Ye men of Israel, hear
these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a Man approved of
God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,

1 Heb. iv.’13.

* Not the blessing flowing to the believer through the death of the
Lord Jesus; that we shall notice in subsequent chapters.
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which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye
ourselves also know: Him being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain :
. . . This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the promise
“of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye
now see and hear. . . . Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
JESUS, whom ye have crucified, both LORD and
CHRIST.

In Acts iii. the Apostles Peter and John do a notable
miracle “dn the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST OF
NAZARETH ”: they cause a man forty years of age,
who had been born lame, to rise up and walk. This
so astonished the people, that they all ran ‘together
unto them in the porch that is called Solomon’s,
greatly wondering.”

“When Peter saw it, he answered unto the people,
Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look
ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or
holiness we had made this man to walk? The God of
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus; whom ye de-
livered up, and denied Him in the presence of Pilate,
when he was determined to let Him go. But ye denied
the HOLY ONE and the JUST, and desived a murderer
to be granted wunto you; and killed the PRINCE OF
LIFE, WHOM GOD hath vaised from the dead ; whereof
we are witnesses. And HIS NAME through faithin HIS
NAME hath made this man strong, whom ye see and *

1 Acts ii. 14-36.
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know; yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. And
now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it,
as did also your rulers. But those things, which God
before had showed by the mouth of all His prophets,
that Christ should suffer, He hath so fudfilled. Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:
whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren,
like unto me; Him shall ye hear in all things what-
soever He shall say unto you. And it shall come to
pass, that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and
all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold
of these days. Ye are the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God made with our fathers,
saying unto Abraham, And in THY SEED shall all the
kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God,
having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you,
in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.”’!

Here the Holy Ghost by Peter speaks to the ‘ men
of Israel,” and charges them with having denied the
Holy One and the Just, and in the place of Him
‘“ desired a murderer to be granted unto them,” and
that they had “ killed the Prince of Life.”

1 Acts iii. 12-26.
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But he declares that God has raised Him up from
the dead, and that in His name, through faith in His
name, a man above forty years old, lame from his
birth, was healed. God had given him perfect sound-
ness in the presence of them all by the hand of Peter
and John, witnesses of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus; and through this miracle (which in the next
chapter the kindred of the high priest say they * cannot
deny ”—that is, they would if they could) the people of
Israel may have confidence and believe the testimony
of the Apostles.

But further, the Holy Ghost gives them credit for
ignorance, saying, “I wot that through ignorance ye
did it, as did also your rulers.” Also, t