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‘A BLESSING IS IN IT.”

Isaiah lxv.

“ Behold it is written before me, I will not keep 
silence,” etc. (Isaiah lxv. 6). These words of 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, through His servant 
the prophet Isaiah, precede a threat of judgment 
upon His sinful people on account of their idolatry 
and blasphemy. And that which is written before 
Him will surely come to pass. He is strong who 
executeth His word. How precious to find in 
the verse which follows, that He is a merciful 
Judge, ready to spare and bless those who bow 
in heart before Him !

“ Thus saith the Lord, As the new wine is found 
in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not; for 
a blessing is in it : so will I do for my servants’ 
sakes, that I may not destroy them all.” This 
striking figure shows that whilst, on the one hand, 
destruction would surely come upon Israel on 
account of their sins, on the other He would 
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preserve a remnant in blessing. Israel, the vine 
that the Lord brought out of Egypt, had not 
brought forth grapes suited to God. Nevertheless 
the new wine will be found in Israel in the coming 
day, for God will have a remnant of His people 
proceeding from the old stock after the flesh, but 
actually the fruit of the blessed work of His Spirit. 
This will be a people after a new order, whose 
moral state shall make glad the heart of God. 
“ One saith (or, it is said), Destroy it not; for a 
blessing is in it." The Deliverer shall come out 
of Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob, 
and so all Israel shall be saved (Rom. xi. 25, 26). 
The blessing of God shall be in the midst of that 
people, after that the mass shall have been 
destroyed. The Lord will command the blessing, 
even life for evermore (Ps. cxxxiii. 3). He will 
not destroy them all. As He saith in verse 18, 
“ Behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her 
people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and 
joy in my people,” etc. This is the day when 
the new wine will flow in this poor world. Blessing 
upon blessing shall be the portion of those who 
are again and again designated in this chapter 
“ My servants ! ”

All these things which were written aforetime 
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were written for our learning, upon whom the 
ends of the age are come. The ways of God 
with His people Israel shadow forth His ways 
with His church. The latter, like the former, 
has entirely failed to produce fruit acceptable to 
God. But the Spirit of God continues to work 
in our midst, and the blessing of God is found 
there. In sovereign grace God still calls. 
Destruction is coming on the professing church 
(Rev. xvii., xviii.), but not upon all who are found 
in it. God has a people for Himself. Christ is 
the true Vine, and there are branches which bring 
forth fruit for Him. These are they whom He 
designates as His servants. From them flows, 
so to speak, new wine. “ A blessing is in it.”

“And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, 
and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains : 
and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants 
shall dwell there ” (y. 9). This beautiful verse 
contains a fourfold promise. Firstly, the Lord 
will bring forth a seed out of Jacob. This is the 
earthly seed that shall be delivered and blessed. 
Then out of Judah He will bring an inheritor of 
His mountains. The Jews shall be restored to 
His land, a land of mountains and valleys, which 
shall flow with milk and honey. Next, His elect 
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shall inherit it, the people that He has chosen 
from among the nations to be a peculiar people 
for Himself. And lastly, His servants shall dwell 
there. No evil shall overtake them, no enemy 
lead them away captive, but they shall dwell 
beneath the shadow of His protecting wings till 
time shall cease.

How strikingly all this shadows forth that 
wondrous range of blessing set forth in the pages 
of the New Testament as the portion of God’s 
heavenly people in this day of grace ! Judgment 
rests upon this world, and will shortly be executed 
at the hand of the Lord ; but in the midst of 
judgment He remembers mercy. He not only 
delivers us from it through His redemption work 
on Calvary, but He severs our link with this poor 
world, and manifests us as His holy seed, born of 
Him by His incorruptible word, a heavenly people 
blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. He brings us out as His 
heirs, and joints heirs with Christ of the heavenly 
inheritance. And further, in the confidence of 
love, He reveals our place as His elect ones in 
His counsels of grace and glory. We were chosen 
for heavenly blessing in Christ before the founda
tion of the world. Through the operation of 
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the Holy Ghost, we are brought to dwell in the 
love of God, and to enjoy eternal life in the Son.

“ Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley 
of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for 
my people that have sought me.” Now, Sharon 
was a fertile land of rich pasturage. David’s 
flocks were fed there (1 Chron. xxvii. 29). In 
the hour of the judgments of God it will become 
like a wilderness (Isaiah xxxiii. 9). But when 
the Deliverer comes out of Zion, and the curse of 
God is removed from the earth, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing : 
the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God” (Is. xxxv. 1, 2). And Sharon shall be a 
fold of flocks.

Achor is the spot where the glory of the Lord 
was vindicated in the midst of His people by the 
stoning of Achan, who stole and hid the Babylonish 
garment and the wedge of gold after the destruction 
of Jericho, the city of the curse (Josh. vii. 22-26). 
In the day to come, the Lord says in Hosea ii. 14, 
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably to 
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her. And I will give her her vineyards from thence, 
and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and 
she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, 
and as in the day when she came up out of the 
land of Egypt.” 44 The valley of Achor shall be 
a place for the herds to lie down in, for my people 
that have sought me.”

We find here a further prefiguring of blessing 
which is the portion of the saints of God in this 
present interval. As God’s sheep, we discover 
a rich pasturage for our souls in a world like to 
a wilderness, and upon which the judgment of 
God rests on account of sin. Christ is the door 
for all who would escape the judgment, and if 
any man enter in he shall be saved and shall go 
in and out and find pasture (John x. 9). The 
flock of God is privileged to follow the Good 
Shepherd, and to be fed by Him in the spiritual 
Sharon, Moreover, the glory of God having been 
vindicated at the cross of Christ, and the judgment 
of man having been borne by the sinless One, 
the valley of Achor, so to speak, becomes our 
door of hope. The Lord Himself allures us, brings 
us into the wilderness, comforts us through another 
Comforter, gives us rest, brings us into peace, 
and puts a song of praise in our hearts and upon 
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our lips. This is the portion of those whom He 
speaks of as “My people that have sought me.” 
Well might He preface this precious unfolding 
of His grace with the words at the head of this 
paper, “ A blessing is in it.”

In the following verses the Lord charges the 
nation at large with forsaking Him and forgetting 
His holy mountain, and with preparing a table 
for that troop (Gad) and furnishing the drink 
offering to that number (Meni). And He threatens 
them with judgment in consequence of their sin 
and their refusal to listen to His voice. It is both 
interesting and instructive to gather the true 
force of this charge. It is fourfold. They had 
forsaken the Lord Himself, they had forgotten 
what was due to Him in connection with His holy 
mountain, the place of His worship and the centre 
of His ways. And they had prepared a table 
for Gad, that troop (which also signifies “ fortune ”) 
and furnished the drink-offering for Meni, that 
number (which also signifies “ fate ”). In their 
wanderings they had forsaken Jehovah, the one 
true God, and given themselves up to the worship 
of fortune and fate. Thus wilfully breaking the 
holy law of God, they exposed themselves to His 
judgment.
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This character of things is repeated by those 
found within the privileged sphere of Christendom. 
Notwithstanding the deep and rich blessings of 
Christianity, many professors have listened to 
the lie of the enemy, and drifted from God and 
the truth. They have forsaken Him and His 
holy claims, and falsified His worship, making 
His word of none effect by their traditions. Tens 
of thousands trust to what they call fortune and 
fate, instead of in Him who is love, the God of 
truth who cannot lie. They miss altogether 
the blessing that is in Christianity. Whilst 
holding fast to the shell, they have lost the kernel, 
and are swiftly drifting into the richly merited 
judgment of God.

How precious to turn to the following verses, 
which are full of blessing promised to the servants 
of God! Therefore thus saith the Lord God, 
“ Behold my servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but 
ye shall be thirsty: behold my servants shall 
rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: behold my 
servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall 
cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation 
of spirit.” Here we find again a fourfold blessing 
for the servants of Jehovah. His promises were 
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sure. He would provide for the needs of His 
people. They should eat and drink and be 
satisfied. They should rejoice, and the joy of 
their heart should find expression in song.

Similar blessings in a spiritual sense are the 
portion of the servants of God to-day. Christ 
presents Himself to us as the bread of life, that 
ever-satisfying food of our souls. “ Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day. For my flesh is meat indeed and my blood 
is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in him. 
As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father, so he that eateth me even he shall 
live by me ” (John vi. 54-57). Behold My 
servants shall eat. He also presents to us the 
water of life. Our soul-thirst needs to be quenched 
as well as our soul-hunger appeased. Hence we 
find the Lord saying, “ Whosoever shall drink 
of the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst: but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life ” (John iv. 14). And “ Behold my 
servants shall rejoice.” In the first Epistle of 
John precious things are written to Christians 
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in order that our “ joy may be full ” (1 John iii. 4). 
Speaking of the appearing of Jesus Christ, Peter 
says, 44 Whom having not seen ye love : in whom 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory ” 
(1 Peter i. 8). And Paul speaks again and again 
of the joy of the saints in the Epistle to the 
Philippians. Lastly, our privilege is to sing. It 
is the spontaneous outflow of a joyful heart. A 
heart filled with joy in the Lord will give expression 
to that joy in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs. 44 Behold my servants shall sing for joy 
of heart.” And this song, which commences 
now in the power of the Spirit, shall continue in 
the coming day of glory.

44 And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto 
my chosen, for the Lord God shall slay thee, 
and call his servants by another name, that he 
who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless 
himself in the God of truth, and he that sweareth 
in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; 
because the former troubles are forgotten, and 
because they are hid from mine eyes.”

Israel is now under the curse for disobedience 
to the holy law of Jehovah. 44 Lo-ammi, not 
my people,” is written upon them. They have 
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become a byword, a proverb, a hissing, and a 
reproach among the nations. Their name is left 
for a curse unto the Lord’s chosen ones. They 
shall be slain, but His servants shall be called by 
another name. In the place where it was said 
unto them, “ Ye are not my people,” there it 
shall be said unto them, “Ye are the sons of 
the living God ” (Hosea i. 10). In that day each 
shall bless himself in the earth in, and swear by, 
the God of truth. All the former troubles during 
the long history of His faithful dealings with 
His people shall be forgotten. They shall be hid 
entirely from His eyes. He will no longer behold 
them, but they shall fully prove the truth of His 
precious promise, that there is a blessing in it, 
as the new wine flows from the cluster. The 
mass of Israel shall be judged, but the remnant 
shall be saved and blessed.

So during the present interval God’s chosen 
ones, knowing that the curse which rests upon 
this fallen world has been borne by Him who hung 
upon the cross, stand now before Him in the 
blessed relationship of sons. We know Him as 
our Father. His Spirit witnesses with our spirits 
that we are His children. We bear the name of 
Christ. We are Christians. Our judgment is 
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passed through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and we have passed from death unto life. In this 
life, the life of a risen Christ, we are brought to 
God, and are meet for His presence. We have 
come to the God of truth. We know Him, and 
we boast in Him, and in the hope of His glory. 
We abide now and evermore in His love. Our 
former troubles are over. He will remember 
them no more. They are hidden from His eyes. 
He has taken us into unspeakable favour in the 
One upon whom His eye ever rests, and in whom 
His heart finds inexpressible delight, even the 
beloved. Truly a “ blessing is in it,” yea, a 
blessing such as the heart and mind of the living 
God, the God of truth, alone could conceive.

Next follows a wondrous promise of future 
blessedness in the day of Christ’s manifest glory. 
Space will not permit us to dwell upon the details. 
We can give only a brief epitome. Having shown 
the judgment of the ungodly, and foretold the 
blessing of the remnant of His people, He goes 
on to unfold the marvellous changes which shall 
take place through the exercise of His mighty 
power on this present earth. He will create 
new heavens and a new earth. And in that day 
Jerusalem shall be a rejoicing and her people a
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$ joy. And God will rejoice in her, and joy in His 
people. His people shall dwell in safety, and long 
enjoy the work of their hands. Weeping and 
crying shall cease (v. 19). Death shall be rare. 
The animal creation shall feed and lie down to
gether in peace and harmlessness. “ They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, 
saith the Lord.”

And in that day, when the One now rejected 
shall have His rights, and the government shall 
be on His shoulder, His heavenly saints, previously 
translated to meet Him at His return in the air 
(1 Thes. iv. 15-18), shall be displayed with Him 
in heavenly glory over the earth. God shall 
head up all things in Christ in heaven and in earth 
(Eph. i. 10). There shall be one King over all 
the earth, one Lord, and His name one. All kings 
shall fall down before Him, and all nations shall 
serve Him. Then shall be fulfilled, both as regards 
the heavens and the earth, the blessing of which 
this highly figurative passage speaks, “ As the 
new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, 
Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it." Happy 
indeed is the one who has a present part in that 
inestimable blessing!
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