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BRIEF AND SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS 

  

  

First and foremost, as to individual differences among brethren :— 

Scripture leaves me without excuse for being at variance with a brother 
on this score, for if I have wronged him I ought to go and acknowledge to 
him my fault (Matt. v. 22-24), and if he has wronged me, I at told to go 
and “ show ’”’ him his fault (Matt. xviii. 15-17, R.V). In either case it is 
my responsibility toact; but if my brother actsin the same spirit, we shall 
meet each other half-way. Of course, the flesh is ever ready to say “ If 
he is in the wrong let him come to me”’; but let me ask, suppose God 
had refused to come to me until I came to Him—what then? It is for 
mie to act on the same principle of grace toward my brother as God acts 
toward me (Matt. v. 44-48; Col. iii, 12-13; Eph. iv. 2-3: ch. iv. 31-31, 
etc). 

If these simple cruths were only acted out more, much of the strife, 
discord, and division among saints would be averted. But alas! roots of 
bitterness are allowed to spring up between brethren, the ultimate fruit of 
which ts that Assemblies are split in twain, and although the dividers may 
“ handle the Word cf God deceitfully,” in justification of their conduct, 
yet the Lord knows they are only using His truth as a cloak to hide their 
own shame and nakedness, and when such who are “ spiritual’? meet 
with them and hear their interminable “ doting about questions and strifes 
of words whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,”’ it is 
painfully evident that personal animus lies at the root of the trouble. 

Again. Our language towards those who may lack in “ brotherly love,” 
or who are disorderly in their walk, should be “we beseech you” 
(1 Thess. iv. 10-12); but if entreaty is not sufficient we are told to 
“warn them” (1 Thess. v. 14 magin), and if they still persist in being 
unruly, the “ command” is “ withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly.” . . . ‘Have no company with him that he may be 
ashamed, yet count him not as aN ENEMY, but admonish him as A BROTHER ” 
(2 Thess. iii. 6-15). Oh, how few of us are “asp Le to admonish one 
another.” The two things requisite for this are “goodness” and 
“knowledge” (Rom. xv. 14). 

Closely allied with the foregoing is that oft-quoted verse in the six- 
teenth of Romans, “ Mark them which are causine the divisions and 
OCCASIONS OF STUMBLING contrary to the doctrine which ye learned, 
and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly, and by their smooth words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the innocent” (R.V.). This scripture cannot refer to 
Christians in the sects, for however guilty they may be of perpetuating 
divisions, they do not “ cause”? them, the divisions having existed for 
generations past. I apprehend that this word is to some extent a kind of 
parallel passage with the one we have already touched upon in Thess-
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alonians (ch. iii. 14). Whenever we meet with a man who by his 
smooth words and fair speeches habitually causes divisions, etc., in the 
Assemblies of God, that is the man we are to “ MARK” and to “ avolp,” 
for he is doing the Devil’s work (connect Rom. xvi. 17-20 with 
Gen. iii. (-6). Such a one is not like Moses, the faithful servant, 
who when he separated himself from Israel's apostasy and took his 
place of testimony outside the Camp, cried “‘Who is on the Lord's side ”? 
(Ex. xxxii. 26). But he rather manifests the spirit of Jehu, the zealous 
servant, who sought to exalt himself—‘‘ Come with me and see my zeal 
for the Lord ’’—and whose battle cry was “ Who is on my side?) Who?” 
(2 Kings ix. 32). A man of this stamp is a “ gainsayer”’; his “ mouth 
must be stopped,” for he is “teaching things which he ought not,” and 
saints will do well to keep him at arm’s length, for it is written “a 
FACTIOUS MAN (i.e.,a man who is contending for a party or faction) 
AFTER THE FIRST AND SECOND ADMONITION Avoip (Tit. i. 9-11; 
ch. ili. ro R.V. margin and Amer. notes; Prov. xvil. 14). 

As to the extreme and solemn act of “ putting away ,, we must have 
plain scripture to warrant our action, otherwise we take matters into our 
own hands and endorse the high-handed and self-opinionated conduct of 
Diotrephes (3 Jno. 9-10). If one is guilty of any of the sins enumer- 
ated in 1 Cor. v. he must be “ put away” as a “ wicked person,” and not 
received back again till he has given credible evidence of a Godly repent- 
ance (2 Cor. ii. 2-7). 

With reference to evil doctrine, I firmly believe that where the truth of 
God is maintained and spoken in all its pristine purity there will be very 
little need to put away, for such who refuse to yield to it will be offended 
by it (2 Tim. iv. 2-5), and even as they have “crept 1n”’ (Jude 4), so 
the word will be fulfilled they “went out from us, but they were not of 

> (1 Jno. 2-19). Where, however, discipline is necessary it behoves us 
to keep very close to the written Word. If a brother fails to see Believers’ 
Baptism, the Eternal security of the Redeemed, separation from the 
Ecclesiastical Systems of men, we have no scripture for excommunicating 
or rejecting him on this account, for to do so would be to make obedience 
or intelligence the basis of Church fellowship, and so far deny the truth of 
the One Body. ‘The brother in question is ‘ weak in the faith,” the like 
of which we are told to “receive” (Rom. xiv. 1) and to “ support” 
(1 Thess. v. 14). Should there be found one in the Assembly who holds 
any evil doctrine that touches the person or the work of the Lord Jesus— 
His immaculate conception or His infinite atonement *—he is a heretic, 
z.e., he has chosep out a path of his own not found in “the faith once for 
all delivered to the saints,” and for which the Holy Ghost bids us “ earn- 
estly contend”; consequently he must be déalt with accordingly (2 Jno. 
g-11; 2 Tim. ii. 17-18; 1 Tim. i. 19-20; R.V., etc), 

We hear a deal of talk about putting certain Assemblies “ under 
discipline” or “disowning” them, but this language is foreign to 
Scripture. We have nota solitary passage in the Word of God which 
speaks of the “cutting off of Assemblies.” Discipline as viewed in the 
light of inspiration has always to do with individuals. Things in Corinth 
were nearly as bad as they could be, yet Paul does not cut them off or 
  

* e.g. “ The non-eternity of punishment” which strikes right at the Cross.
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bid others do so, but he enforces the truth upon them. So with the 
“seven Churches of Asia.” The Lord never takes one Assembly-to task 
because of weakness and failure in another, neither does He bid them 
disown one another, but each stands on its own responsible basis before 
Him, for He only can remove the “candlestick.” This is not independency, 
but the truest dependency. When troubles arise among Gatherings, the 
easiest way of solving them is to “cut off” right and left, but if we refuse 
to act independently of the Word, it makes us feel how utterly dependent we 
are upon the Lord for wisdom, patience, faithfulness, and other graces. 

Not long since, a sister went from one Assembly to another, with the 
desire and the expectation of being received, but she was rejected. At the 
same time it was told her, “ You know we have nothing against you 
personally.” She was refused fellowship on the sole ground that she 
came from an Assembly which was in some remote way mixed up with 
a meeting that was not clear on Church principles. This sister is but a 
sample of several who have been rejected by some because they refuse 
to pledge their word that they will not break bread again with such and 
such a meeting which is declared to be “ under discipline.” 

Nota Bene.—To make conditions of fellowship and to try and extort 
pledges from the children of God before receiving them is the old “ doctrine 
of taint” and the essence of sectarianism (compare Matt. xviii. 5-7 R.V., 
and 3 John 8-51; Isa. Ixvi. 3). 

Should a saint seek fellowship on the strength of a letter of .commen- 
dation (2 Cor. ili. 1; Acts 18-27), the question arises, have we confidence 
in the brethren who sign this letter? if we have, all is clear; but if we 
have not, then the applicant must be examined, and if needs be visited, 
and when it is manifest to those in Oversight that he is sound in faith 
and practise he should be received. ‘Thus his reception will be on the 
simple ground that he is “a disciple’’ (Act ix. 26-28), and, of course, 
his future walk must accord therewith. 

Finally, let me say what some who seem to be blinded by prejudice or 
ignorance practically deny, viz., that if we reject any child of God without 
giving him or her our Lord’s authority in His Worp for our action, the 
table which bears His name ceases to be His and becomes ours, because 
we set Him aside by usurping that authority which alone belongs to 
Him. It can never be too clearly and continually taught that the table 
of the Lord is HIS; HE prepares it (Ps. xxii. 5), and HE presides over 
it (Luke xxi. 14). We gather around it simply as Guests subject to 
Him as Lorn. If He rejects any, we do the same; but all whom He 
receives, we welcome. When this scriptural principle is acted on, all is 
plain; but when human reasonings and regulations are substituted for 
God’s Word, brethren often follow the dictates of conscience or the 
promptings of natural feeling, and confusion comes in like a flood. 

I THEREFORE CONCLUDE THAT THE LoRD’S TABLE, IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN ITS CHARACTER AS SUCH, MUST BE OPEN TO ALL THE 
LORD'S PEOPLE, eExcerr THOSE wHom THE Lorp IN HIS 
WORD Bibs US REJECT. 

Ballarat. S. J. B.C. 

J. Anderson & Co., Printers, Armstrong Street, Ballarat 
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“blighted fruits of the Spirit, and the discredited excellencies of the Lord go un- 
shéeded to this grim idol —————, while rises upwards this exhalation 
towards God, the smoke of ASPERITY, EVIL SPEAKING, SLANDER and REVENGE 
‘choking the soul and intoxicating the sense with its noxious wickedness.” 
And again. | . 
.. “Let us lay aside philosophy and vain deceit which haply may have 
-entangled our feet, appealing as they do to reason and sentiment that are no 
‘puides. Let the Word be sufficient for us, and when the Word is silent, let 
‘us be subject to its SILENCE as to its TEAOHING. In these days of human 
-theories and many inventions, we need to have our feet upon the Rock, and 
-our goings established by the Word or THE ENDLESS SURMISINGS, ANALOGIES, 
‘REASONINGS, FANCIES AND FEELINGS—A QUAKING QUIOKSAND—WILL EN- 

‘@ULF Us." 7 : 
’ In conclusion, I wish to state that the divisions of Brethren have taught 
‘me one lesson, viz., to receive and to enforce no doctrine unless it is clearly 
‘proved by PLAIN SCRIPTURE. Anything which falls short of this is to me 
“* poustFuL” (Rom. xiv.), “ DISORDERLY” (2 Thess. iii. 6), or “ DAMNABLE ” 
(2. Pet. ii. 1). If “doubtful,” I cannot speak with authority, because God 
-has not... If.“ disorderly,” I ought to “beseech” and to “warn” (1 Thess. 
Av. 10-12; ch. v. 14). If “damnable,” I must denounce and oppose the 
heresy with all the energies of my redeemed being. 
te _ _ o — ~ , S. d. B. C. 

“* Ballarat, June, 1885. | 
veers, 

  

  

APPENDIX. 

“The carnal theories and evil doctrines held and taught in the Darby fellow- 
‘ship as-to Baptism, &c., are culled chiefly from their own publications. It 
‘will be seen that the followers of J. N. D. go beyond him in error. The 
annotations in brackets are generally my own. . 

- “Baptism,” a tract by J. N. Darby (Pg. 2). “Our business, as serving 
the Lord and His people, is to seek to bring Christians into the consciousness 
of their position as members of Christ, iu the midst of a great baptised house.” 
; (Page 2).—* Christian Baptism is ‘unto death.’” Baptism is always 
“unto” (eis) something——(see Rom. vi.), and for “into” read “unto” or 
“to” . . . (pg. 5). Thus the person was held to be on the professed ground 
of Christ’s death and resurrection. The baptised person has put on Christ 
(Gal. ili. 27) as the profession of His name.” (Query—lIs not Gal. iii. 27 
the baptism of the Spirit? Compare vs. 27, 28 with 1 Cor. xii. 12, 18). 
“There is no thought of its being a witness of his having already put on 
-Christ . . . The passage at length is, “As many of you as have been baptised 
unto Christ have puton Christ” ... The baptised person is “ Regenerated ” 
-by it, that is, he has passed out of an old state into a new order of things. The 
word “Regeneration” in Scripture, as has-been remarked, is never used for “new 
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‘‘ The more I meditate upon Matt. xviii. 20, the more evident it is to me that no ecclesi- 
astical corporation can claim that ‘ground.’ Where two or three are gathered together 
to my name there am Lin the midst of them” clearly involves and supposes a suited 
spiritual state and condition which no ecclesiastical rules can frame or ensure for an 
hour, An assembly is simply a ‘“‘lamp-stand.” (Rev. i. 12-20; ii.5. R.V.) An Oriental 
lamp-stand is no more than a receptacle or place of lights, having no light of its own. 
Power im the assembly there may be by grace, through individuals; but power of the 
assembly is a Romish myth, and Nicolaitanism indisguise. Leaders virtually constitute 
the voice of the assembly in questions brought before it, and thus to exalt the power of 
the assembly, is to exalt themselves........ . 

*‘ They too will remit or retain sins, and bind or loose inthe power of inspiration (Rev. 
xi.), a8 did the Apostles of old, but no others. If in the past, none but inspired men 
exercised these powers, none can claim them now ; or if any do so, they simply consti- 
tute themselves the echoes of the mistakes of a master-mind; for nowhere can they find 
authority for their claim, except it be in Rome and her daughters; yet ‘even there, 
restricted to ‘‘ the ordained.”’.... F vase socevoee 

‘‘ Of the ‘sheep’ no such powers are predicated, They know no fold but the sphere 
of His love, no footsteps but His own, no power but by the Spirit of grace. Every ear 
is attentive to His voice, every eye is on Himself as “they follow Him.” Withan 
Object so precious, an Examplar so divinely perfect, they can well afford to leave to 
others, the pitiful and delusive ambition of ‘Assembly powers,” even while deplorin 
the ruinous effects of these notions on young souls; leading almost inevitably to tha 
spoken of in 1 Tim. iii. 6, and contempt for all, who in their humility decline ‘‘ ground ” 
so lofty, as that which claims authority belonging to God alone,” sees 

‘¢ How true of men now. All the great Protestant sects appeal, not to Scripture, but 
to what is of themselves, . 

To the Church of England, the Liturgy and the articles, are the last appeal. To 
Presbyterians, their standards and acts of General assembly are decisive. To other 
bodies, other authorities are made supreme, all idolize something of their own, and 
‘‘ Brethren,” or a considerable number of them, attempt to bind the conscience by an 
“assembly judgment” apart from God’s Word. As the sects around have their constitu- 
tion, confessing they have not Scripture for everything, so those who left them because 
‘to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams,” have themselves 
become a melancholy spectacle of the common tendencies of men to exalt themselves 
and their authority above the supremacy of Scripture.”’.... . 

* The endeavour to coerce saints into uniformity of judgment upon the threat of being 
excommunicated from all the assemblies, loses its force with those who see that the 
centre of fellowship—the Lord present where two or three are gathered together in His 
name—is unchanging and immovable. 

A hundred assemblies may cut off from intercommunion, and yet supposing there is 
no moral or doctrinal evil, it may be, and is, true, that the two or three, so unrighteously 
cut off, are really in the position of those who hear His voice, and, opening to admit the 
Lord, are permitted the privilege of having Him present to sup with them and they with 
Him. ‘here are those whose spirit and acts are most unlike the Lord’s, who yet claim 
to have His mind, and who in endeavouring to maintain the truth of the One body, are 
exercising despotic power over those who are bought with the precious blood of Christ.” 

These words are but an echo of what another wrote years ago :— 
‘There are two great hindrances to healthful action in the Church of God—assumption 
of authority, and leaning on authority. These are connected; but whether connected 
or separate, effectually hinder ‘standing by faith.’ Pretention to authority in the 
Church is generally found great, in proportion us it is lacking in divine credentials to 
the conscience, it aims at dominion over faith; it is not used for edification, but for 
destruction. 

It professes to be of God: it. boasts of wonders—it is loud, authoritative, terrifying. 
It appeals to itself, not to conscience.” (Pres. Test. Vol. 1.) 
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