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ROMANS 6. 3-6, 12, 14. 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptised 

into Jesus Christ were baptised into His death? 

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into 

death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk 

in newness of life. 

For if we have been planted together in the likeness 

of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His 

resurrection : 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, 

that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 

we should not serve sin. 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. 

 



BAPTISM 
Why? Who? When? How? 

THE Philippian jailor, in the agony of his soul, 
cried, “What must I do to be saved?” and the 

reply was: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” The question asked 
by Saul of Tarsus on his murderous journey to 
Damascus and that reply are only for those who, 
like him, acknowledge God’s beloved Son as 
their Lord. What was Saul’s question, and 
what was the answer? “Lord, what wilt Thou 
have me to do?” This is the true heart-cry 
of every believer, and the answer given is most 
significant: “Arise, and go to the city, and it 
shall be told thee!" Saul arose and came to 
Ananias, and what was he told? “Arise, and 
be baptised” (Acts 22. 16). We learn from this 
incident that Paul the apostle was commanded, 
not by the Lord Himself, but by a servant of the 
Lord, to be baptised. You and I to-day are in 
the same position as Paul: to obey the voice of 
the Lord through His servants. 

“Ah!” we say, “if only the Lord would tell 
me to be baptised I would gladly do so.” Have 
you ever noticed that there is no instance in 
Scripture of the Lord Himself directly command- 
ing any disciple to be baptised? He always 
commands through His servants. Thus, Matthew 
28. 19, 20: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptising them in the Name. . . teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.” 
_May you, dear reader, as you ponder these 

lines, hear the voice of your Lord through His
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servant, and, if never before, be _ baptised 
forthwith. 

“Yes,” you say, “but 

Why Should We be Baptised ?” 

Acts 9 and Matthew 28. 19. 20: “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptising them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you, ”’ are sufficient 
to show us that it 1s the desire of our blessed Master 
that His people should be baptised. The desire 
of a loved friend who has passed away we always 
try to fulfil, if we can. How much rather then 
this desire of the One who loved me and gave 
Himself for me? When [ learn that He desires 
me to be baptised I ask “why?” no longer, but 
gladly obey His will. 

WHAT IS BAPTISM ? 

Baptism is a public showing-forth of my 
willingness to be identified with the death, 
burial, and resurrection of my Saviour. I 
accept the truth of Galatians 2. 20: “I am crucified 

with Christ;” and therefore being now a dead 
person I must be buried. In the waters of baptism 

I am buried, and rising up again out of the water 
say, “Nevertheless I live; yet, not I (not that 
old “I” which has just been buried), but Christ 
liveth in me.” Wonderful truth! Glorious fact! 
I have gone, Christ is supreme; henceforth and 
for ever. 

WHO MAY BE BAPTISED? 
Are there any special qualifications? The 

Word of God is our best guide here. Let us 
refer to the case of the Ethiopian eunuch, a 
Gentile believer, who asked, “See, here is water;
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) 

what doth hinder me to be baptised?” (Acts 
8. 36), to which Philip replied: 

“IF THOU BELIEVEST with all thine 
heart, thou mayest.” The Ethiopian answered, 
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
... And he baptised him. ” 
In Acts 2. 41, where Peter is preaching on the 

Day of Pentecost, we read: 
“Then they that gladly RECEIVED HIS 

WORD were baptised.” 
Consider also the Lord’s words in Mark 16. 16. 

“HE THAT BELIEVETH and is baptised 
Shall be saved. ” 

Again, in Acts 8. 12, we read: 

“When they (the Samaritans) BELIEVED Philip 
preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptised, both men and women. ” 

Further, in Acts 18. 8: 

“Many of the Corinthians hearing BELIEVED, 
and were baptised. ” 

We thus learn from these five Scriptures that 
every believer on the Lord Jesus Christ has the 
privilege and responsibility of obeying the Lord 
in the observance of baptism, and that none but 
a believer has any right to this divine ordinance. 
There is no condition or stipulation in Scripture 
to fit one for baptism, save believing on the 
Lord. Jesus Christ. 

BAPTISM IS NOT ESSENTIAL 
TO SALVATION, 

for the thief on the cross was saved, but was 
never baptised. 

BAPTISM IS NO PROOF OF SALVATION, 

for Simon, the sorcerer was baptised, but was
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“in the gall of bitterness and the bond of 
iniquity.” 

SHOULD INFANTS BE BAPTISED? 

1. There is no instance recorded in Scripture. 
2. We have noticed above that believers, 

and only believers, are fit subjects for this divine 
ordinance. This an infant cannot be. Children 
who have reached the age of discretion and have 
trusted the Saviour are, of course, included in 

this privilege. | 

SHOULD HOUSEHOLDS BE BAPTISED? 

Do we not read of such, and were there not 

children in them? you ask. Let us see! Paul 
says (1 Cor. 1. 16): “I baptised also the household 
of Stephanas.” But he also says in chapter 16, 
verse 15, “The house of Stephanas have addicted 

themselves to the ministry of the saints.” It 
scems prett clear, therefore, that there were no 

infants in this houschold; all were baptised, and 

all ministered to the saints. Doubtless someone 

will recall Acts 16. 3, where it says the Philip- 
pian jailor “was baptised, he and all his, 
straightway.” A glance at the following verse 
shows that he “believed in God with all his 

house.” All heard; all believed. What could 

be more Scriptural than that all should be 
baptised! Only one other case remains (Acts 16). 
“And Lydia was baptised, and her household.” 
This is all] we know about this household, and to 

introduce infants into it when God does not, and 
to build the practice of infant baptism, or uncon- 

verted household baptism, on such a theory 1s 
on too frail a foundation for us to accept it as 
God's Word. To say there were infants here 
we have to suppose (1) Lydia was married; (2) 
Lydia had young children; (3) Lydia travelled
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from Thyatira to Philippi (300 miles) with 
young children. Scripture does not say so. As 
there were no infants in Noah’s household (eight 
souls), and many others, so here, as God has 
not specially told us, we have no right to presume. 
“There could not have been infants in this 
household,” said one of old, “for was not the 
youngest eighteen years of age?” “Where do 
you find that?” said another, sharply. “In the 
same verse aS you read there were infants—I 
guessed it.” 

WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTISED? 
The Scriptures again will answer this question 

clearly. Acts 8. 36. A man, just converted, 
seeing water, asked: “What doth hinder me to 
be baptised ?” The Spirit-led) messenger. said, 
“If thou believest... thou mayest.” The 
Ethiopian having declared his faith in Christ, 
Philip baptised him immediately. 

Acts 22. 16. Saul, after his conversion, was 
asked, “And now, why tarriest thou? Arise, 
and be baptised.” “He arose, and was bap- 
tised.” Why tarriest THOU?’ What doth 
hinder THEE? 

HOW SHOULD I BE BAPTISED? 
The following information just to hand from 

North Africa gives an interesting account of the 
ancient ruins of Carthage and early Church 
history as to the mode of Baptism: 

Re Baptistries at Carthage. 
History does not inform us very definitely how 

Christianity arrived in Carthage, nor at what date 
the first Church was founded, but it must have been 
about 150 a.p. 

EARLIEST RECORD. 
There are three distinct portions in the Christian 

Churches here, the first being a fine large building,
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in the western portion of which there is a baptistry 
which, by its size and position, clearly points to 
baptism by immersion. It is hexagonal in shape, 
being some eight or ten feet in breadth at the top, 
and tapers to about six feet at the bottom. 

On two sides are flights of four steps. Ihe person 

to be baptised descended on one side, was baptised, 

and walked up the other side. At one time this 

baptistry was lined with green marble, but this has 

been destroyed by the Arab shepherd lads. 

FIRST RETROGRADE STEP. 

The second Church in Carthage was built during 

the Bysantine period, of masonry lke the larger 

and earlier one, but is much smaller and shows that 

the person went down two steps and had water 

POURED OVER HIM 

RESULT. 
In the muecum we have a baptistry of a later 

period and built all of marble, very much smaller 

and more shallow than these first two. There is 

only just enough room fur the person to stand in 

the water and to be sprinkled. It is difficult to 

say exactly the date of this latter baptistry, but 

probably it was about 500 a.p. or 600 A.D. 

BUT WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 
John 3, 23: “John also was baptising in Aenon, 

BECAUSE there was AI{UCH WATER there.” 

Matthew 3. 16: “And Jesus, when He was baptised, 
went up straightway OUT OF the water.” 

"Acts & 39: “And when they were come up OUT 
OF the water. ” 

These Scriptures sufficiently prove that immer- 
sion 1s the divine mode of Baptism. 

TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE. 
HOW READEST THOU?



The Breaking of Bread 

Why? Who? When? 

For the sake of simplicity we will ask three 
questions concerning our subject: , 

1. Wuy do we keep the Lord’s Supper? 
2. WHO may keep the Lord’s Supper? 
3. WHEN should we keep the Lord’s Supper? 
Shall we remind ourselves first that for the 

child of God there are two deaths! His death 
with Chnst set forth in baptism, and Christ’s 
death for him sct forth in the breaking of bread. 
In hundreds of places of worship throughout the 
world on each Lord's Day companies of believers 
gather together around a table spread with a loaf 
and wine, and without minister or man-ordained 
priest they keep the Lord’s Supper and worship 
God. “What mean ye by this service?” is the 
consequent question that arises in our minds, and 
to which a threefold answer is provided in the 
Scriptures : 

I.—WHY ? 

(a) The dtrect command of the Lord Jesus 
Himself is the first reply. “This do in remem- 
brance of Me” (1 Cor. 11. 24). Few have yet 
grasped the magnitude of this. Should the 
reader command the man in the street to appear 
at a certain place at a fixed hour it would doubtless 
be resented. If, however, one of the King’s 
officers thus commanded, it would be readily 
obeyed. Further, suppose by to-night’s post 
the King himself sent you an invitation to attend 
at court to-morrow at 11 a.m., there is little 
doubt but that you would be there and in good 
time. Tell me; why would the King’s command
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be so readily obeyed and yours or mine ignored? 
“Well,” you say, 

‘¢See Who the King Is!’’ 

The person commanding makes all the difference. 
That’s just it, and can we not stand amazed as 

we go one further, and grasp the tremendous 

truth that not a King’s servant, nor even a King, 

but none other than the King of kings and Lord 

of lords: the Creator of Heaven and earth invites 

me, a redeemed sinner, to His table to feast with 

Him. Oh, beloved, when we as saints grasp a 

little of the Majesty of our Lord our thoughts of 

the Lord’s Day morning meeting will be greatly 

enhanced, whilst our hearts will be bowed in 

adoring worship in His presence. There will be 

less of the 11.15 a.m. arrivals for the I] a.m. 

meeting, and when gathered around the Person 

of our Lord less rush to give out another hymn or 

to read a verse of Scripture, and more holy 
quietness and reverence in each one of our hearts. 

Let us never forget that OURS is the honour and 
privilege of being invited to the Lord’s Supper, 
and next time we thus gather let this thought 
flood our minds and we shall have full cause for 
thanksgiving. 

(6) Our second reason WHY we remember the 
Lord S$ death is one of a totally different character. 
We love Him because He first loved us, and the 
sep Jesus Christ when here said, “If ye love Me, 

ceep my commandments. ” 

affection to our Lord if we eather thus with those who remember Him in this way. f Sint 
saith, “To obey is better than enero pe 

His commandments are not grievous. ” I may 
give my time, my talent | 
but there is something my, Alas My possessions,
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than these. It 1s my remembrance of Him in 
showing His death “till He come.” 

No Ministry or Gospel Service 

should ever occupy me in the place of the breaking 
of bread. Worship first and then service. 

(c) Ihirdly, It 1s the last request of a dying 
Saviour. “Remember Me.” Thus the dignity 
of the Person, the proof of my affection, and 
obedience to my Lord’s last request, place upon 
me a responsibility and honour of being found 
gathered at His table each Lord’s Day morning. 

Realising a little of the privilege of being 
invited to such a banquet, we next of necessity ask: 

II1.—WHO ARE THE GUESTS? 
Am [a fit subject, and what are the qualifications 
necessary? This is verily important, for only 
those who are fitted should be there, and all who 
are ought to be. In John 13 we find Jesus 
gathered with the twelve, and in verse 30 Judas 
having received the sop went immediately out, 
“and it was night.” 
The eleven then being alone with the Lord, 

He instituted this feast, which tells me that no 
unbeliever has a place there, but all believers 
have. There was a place for John the beloved, 
who leaned on the Saviour’s bosom; yes, and a 
place for Thomas, too, who afterwards said, “I 
will not believe except I put my finger into the 
nailprints;” and, blessed truth, there was a 
place for Peter, who was so soon to deny his Lord. 
Truly, this is like our God, for when we were yet 
sinners, ungodly and vile, He loved us; and now 
although poor failing children of God, yet in His 
infinite grace there is a place at His table for me, 
and unless my life is not in accordance with God’s 
Word, or I hold false doctrine (1 Cor. 5. 11;
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2 John 9, 10, 11), no one has any right to forbid 
me a place there, and I have no right to stay away. 

Acts 2. 41, 42 says that “They that gladly 
received His Word were baptised, and they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.” Fellow-believers, if you have found 
by Scripture that you should be baptised, then 
equally should you be found at your Lord's 
table each week. 

III.—WHEN SHOULD WE KEEP 

THE LORD'S SUPPER? 

Acts 20. 7, “And upon the first dav of the week 

when the disciples came together to break bread.” 

They came for this express purpose on the first 

day of the week. 
1 Corinthians 11. 28, “For as often as ye eat 

this bread.” Thiscannot mean yearly, quarterly, 

or even monthly; but at least once a week, and 

that the first day. “For as often as ye eat this 

bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till He come.” 

This brings us to 1 Corinthians 1]. 23-34, 
where the apostle begins his discourse of our 
subject with these words, “For I have received of 

the Lord,” similar words as when writing of the 
Gospel and the Lord’s Coming (1 Cor. 15. 3; 
1 Thess. 4. 15), showing its importance. 
What had he received? “That the Lord Jesus 

the same night in which He was betrayed.” Have 
you ever paused and asked why this is put so? 
Not the night before the crucifixion, but the same 
night in which He was betrayed. Is it not 
because of the comparison he 1s about to draw 
between the Saviour’s divine Love and mere 
human affection! The very night this love-feast
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was instituted was the night our Lord was 
betrayed. As though He would say human love 
betrays and forsakes and denies, but My Love 
gives its all for you; and whilst one of you shall 
betray Me, this is My body which is given for 
you. Pause, my soul, as the love of Christ here 
shines forth; and viewing your Lord on that 
memorable night; hear the Scriptures say, “He 
took bread, and when He had given thanks.” 
That loaf was in the hands of Him who had said, 
“Iam the Bread of Life,” and “the Bread of God 
is He who cometh down from Heaven:” and full 
knowing what it foretold, all the ignominy and 
shame, yet “He gave thanks.” 

TRUE WORSHIP. 
Within the next twenty-four hours He would 

be denied by Peter, forsaken by all, despised and 
rejected of men, set at naught and scourged. 
Spat upon, crowned with the cruel crown of 
thorns, yea, crucified, and above all, forsaken 
of God; yet the Scripture says “He gave thanks.” 
If there ever was a time when any one needed to 
ask the Father in prayer for anything, surely our 
Lord did on this occasion, yet in spite of all “He 
gave thanks.” What a pattern for you and me, 
aS we gather to remember Him. Our express 
purpose should be to give thanks, not for needs 
supplied or blessings given, but for Christ, His 
death, resurrection, and ascension glory. This 
is worship. Alas, how often we hear a prayer 
meeting where thanksgiving and worship should 
abound. The morning meeting is not a time of 
asking, but whether silently or audibly, we all, 
as priests unto God, have the great privilege to 
draw near and worship. Having given thanks 
for the loaf, He brake 1t. We shall never know



what passed through our Lord's mind as He brake, 
for it told of a middle wall of partition between 
Jew and Gentile broken down, of the veil of the 
temple being rent from top to bottom, of a heart 
broken by reproach, of a side pierced and hands 
and feet nailed to a rugged tree, and of a brow 
crowned with thorns. All in the loaf He brake! 
“Take, eat, 

This is My Body, 

which is given for you.” In my home I have a 
photo which I proudly say is my mother. It 1s 
not, of course, my mother, but an exact likeness 
of her. In a similar manner the Lord said of the 
bread, “This is My body.” Roman Catholics 
err in taking too literally these words, but, alas, 
in avoiding their pitfall we oft-times equally err 
the other side, and say, “only bread and only 
wine;” but the Lord Himself said, “This 1s My 
body.” Its sacredness should never be __ lost 
sight of, our safeguard being to keep to the words 
of Scripture. 

In conclusion, we note there is a_ threefold 
aspect of the Lord’s Supper. 
* The Lord has His portion: “This do, remember 

€. 
The World has a part: “Ye do show the Lord’s 

death.” The finest Gospel sermon ever preached. 
The Believer has his portion: “Till He come. ” 

No longer the emblems, but then the Lord Himself 
Faith gives place to sight, and: 

He and I in that bright glory 
One deep joy shall share 

Mine to be for ever wi ‘ 
His that Iam thee u™ 

Till He com 

the wine, in memory sa‘ te®, bread, and drink 
ory of our bl soon shall come. “Even so, come, Lora yes, who



1 CORINTHIANS 11. 23-30. 

For I have received of the Lord that which also I 

delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night 
in which He was betrayed took bread: 

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and 

said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of Me. 

After the same manner also He took the cup, when 
He had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament 
in My blood: this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of Me. 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord’s death till He come. 

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink 
this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Loe. 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body. 

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep.
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