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Wheels Within Wheels ;
or, PROVING AN

UNQUALIFIED PROMISE.

(An Dapositlon of Rom. vili. 28).

000
PART 11.

CHAPTER IV.

HE minute concern on the part of God toward

His own, as already considered in various ways in
Part I. of this treatise, is beautifully illq$rated in

the realm of nature.
God not only made the sun and the moon—f He made

the stars also." There is not an astronomer living who
can tell us the exact number of these shining diamonds

in the heavens, and although names have been given to
a large number of them, yet what are they • among •so

many? But He who made thpn both knows' their precise
number, and calls them all by their names (Psa. cxivii. 4) ;
and if He has taken such infinite trouble with these
heavenly bodies, how much more must He care for those

who have been redeemed at the awful cost of the sacrifice
of His Son ?

God made the lovely birds of paradise with their
magnificent plumage; also the peacock with its unique,
exquisitely coloured, fan-shape tail; but He made the
sparrows also. The sparrow is one of the commonest of

birds, and there is not an ornithologist living who can
inform us exactly how many of these little creatures

there are in existence. And yet we are distinctly told
that not a single sparrow falls on the ground unnoticed
by our loving Father.

God formed the hairs of our head as well as the
intricate mechanism of our brain. He would be a
foolish person indeed who attempted to count the hairs of
his head (assuming, of course, that there are not any
missing through age or other causes). But God's care
towards us is so vast that He has counted each one.

In the following biographical sketches we shall, I
trust, be enabled to perceive still further the gracious
controlling hand of One who l#es His children more
than tongue can tell or heart can conceive, and apply the
same glorious principle to our own circumstances.
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JOSEPH.

Joseph is first introduced to us in Scripture at the
comparatively early age of seventeen, and, not forgetting
the fact that he is one of the most. beautiful types of 'the
Lord Jesus in the Old Testament, we will endeavour to
trace the varied epochs of his extraordinary career in order
that we might see the gracious hand of God constantly

moving for the permanent blessing, not. only of himself,

but also of those at whose hands, he had received so much

undeserved cruelty.

It is always hard to be misunderstood by, and to. bear
the insults and maltreatment of, the outside world, but it

is infinitely harder to be thus treated by our own kith and
kin, and this is exactly what Joseph endured in full
measure. And so we read at the very outset of his

recorded biography. that his brethren hated him, and
could not speak peaceably unto him % As a result of his
two remarkable dreams their hatred increased. Yes, they
envied their brother, first because his father loved him,
and also because of the unmistakable indication that in the
,unalterable. will of God they would sooner or later own
his dominion over them.

His brethren determined that, whatever happened, his
dreams should not be realized. Accordingly, their first
intention was to slay Joseph, and then to cast his Ilifeless
body into some pit. This unmentionable Conspiracy was,

however, overruled, and although Joseph was eventually
thrown into a pit, he was cast in •alive, the foul object
being that he should die of starvation and thirst. This
brutal design was also frustrated, and Joseph was event-
ually taken out of the pit, only to be made an object of

merchandise, and so the next thing we see is that he is
sold as a slave for twenty pieces of silver to a company
of Midianitish merchantmen who happened to be passing
by on their way to Egypt. This act terminated the direct
unbrotherly conduct of his brethren, though his. subsequent
transference to Potiphar (who purchased him from the
Lshmaelites), and his incarceration in the Egyptian prison
were cruel hardships for which his brothers levere also
primarily responsible. Thus we see Joseph in the prison
where the king's prisoners were bound, having been

stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews, and
having done nothing that he should be put into such a
dungeon (Gen. xl. 15).

There are two outstanding facts which characterize
Joseph's life up to this point, yea, .and onwards. The
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first is the beautiful absence o/ any spirit o/ relaliation,
and the second is tho recognition o/ Zho unfading Presence
o/ Jehovah.

In the providence of God, Joseph is released from his
prison to interpret Pharaoh's two dreams, which foretold
that there would be seven years of plenty follbwed by a
corresponding period of famine, so severe that the entire
land would be consumed. Consequently, Joseph is set over

all the land of Egypt, made to ride in the second chariot,
and recognized by the people as the appointed Governor.
And now the tables are turned. Joseph's dreams begin to
be fulfilled, and the reasons • why God allowed him to
endure so many unjust and cruel afflictions are about to

be manifest.
The seven years of plenty are ended, and the seven

years of famine arrive ; " and all countries came into
Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn." How beautifully and
vividly is the story unfolded as we wend our way, step by
step, and mark the various devices which Joseph originated
for the welfare of his brethren !

Jacob commissioned his ten sons to go down into Egypt
to buy corn, carefully retaining Benjamin for fear that
evil might befall him. Illimediately on their arrival these
ten sons unconsciously did what they decided some years
before they would never do. They bowed down them-
selves before him with their faces to the earth." At
first, Joseph feiÅned harshness, and accused them of
being spies, though in reality his soul was melted in love
toward them, He then demanded them to return to their
father, and to fetcn their brother Benjamin in order to
prove their sincerityp keeping Simeon meamvhile as
surety, though he was careful to fill their sacks with corn;
and also to restore their money, besides giving theni
provision for the journey.

Jacob's anguish on hearing the news was pitiful in the
extreme. At first he vigorously protested, but after-
wards, when he saw that such a course was inevitable,
he relented, and this brings us to one of the most {pathetic
scenes recorded in Scripture.: Joseph and Benjamin, his
own brother, are Iaco to face. God had been arrangjngl
for this historic meeting for some time past. If David

exceeded as he embraced his friend Jonathan, xvhen
their ways so sadly parted asunder, it is certain that
Joseph exceeded as he looked into the face OE
Benjamin, and said, God be gracious unto thee, my
son" ; his heart being so full that he immediately retired
to his chamber and wept.
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After Joseph's attempt to keep Benjamin by Incans of
the silver cup (which was found in the bag of thc yotlngcst
brother), and Judah's 'vvonderful intervention and pleading
to prevent such n catastrophe, we arrive at a chapter
(Gen. *IV.) which not only stands out as being one of

the most exquisitely beautiful portions in the book of
Genesis, but also as containing one of the most graphic
and heart-melting incerviews on record. In •this chapter,
Joseph reveals hilnself to his brethren. Instead of
manifesting any ill-feeling towards them, he emphasises
no less than three times within the compass of four verses
(vv. 5 to 8) that God had sent him before thend in
order to preserve their lives by a great deliverance;
and when we turn to the last chapter and verse 20, we
see the whole story of Joseph summed up in a few words:
But as for you, ye thought evil against me, BUT GOD

MEANT IT UNTO good."

How marvellously did God work all things together for
good throughout the extraordinary career of this extra-
ordinary man. The pit, the bargaining with the
Ishmaelites, the prison, the hatred, the envy, the malice-—
all were gloriously overruled and made to end in
immeasurable blessing. Well might we exclaim with the
great apostle, c'o the depth of the riches, both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
His judgments, and His ways past finding out !

JOB.
To trace God's dealings with Job is a task. both pleasing

and profitable. His character and station in life are
portrayed in the opening verses of the book which bears
his name. He was perfect, upright, God-fearing, one to
whom evil was repugnanq, a father of ten children, and a
wealthy farmer possessing eleven hundred and fifty head
of cattle. In fact, he was the greatest of all men of •the
East,

There came a time when Satan suggested that Job only
feared God for personal gain, and challenged the Lord to
touch all that Job had in order to prove the shallowness
of his faith. God gave Satan permission 'to test His
servant on the distinct understanding that he should not
touch Job himself. This unfolds the comforting truth
that the devil cannot touch us without Divine Permission.
Thus it came to pass that Job experienced one of the
severest testings that ever a man was called upon to
endure, Within an incredibly short time his five hundred
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I yoke of oxen, five hundred she asses, seven thousand
sheep, and three thousand camels were all gone, so that
instead of being the richest man in the East, he (came to
be one of the very poorest. But the worst blow was
yet to fall. Scarcely had the news of the loss of hig
stock-in-trade reached him, when he was ihformed of the
death of his seven sons through •a terrible catastrophe
which apparently involved the death of his three daughters
as '.vell.

When the arch-enemy saw that all this failed to mar
Job's integrity, he determined to go a step further, and
he, therefore, •challenged God to put forth His hand and
touch Job's person. Once again divine permission was
granted on the condition that Job's •life should be spared,
and consequently we find him covered with grievouB
boils from the sole of his foot to the crown •of his head.
Those who have experiedced the pain and inconvenience
of only one boil can readily imagine what a terrible
ordeal Job passed through when he took •a potsherd to
scrape himself withal • but even this Satanic contrivance

failed to impair job's integrity.
Do we not see .in all this an example of those experi-

ence in life which are so diffcult to understand? Why
was God's servant thus tried? What had he done to
deserve this treatment? Surely the words, What I do
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter,"

were especially applicable in Job's case, inasmuch as it is
necesSary for us to look at the last chapter to see the
glorious urifoldings of God's purposes toward His servant.

Throughout Job's life the Lord was very pitiful and of

tender mercy (James v. 11), though for a long time He

veiled His loving-kindness ; and when at last His
servant was brought to see his own utter weakness and

worthlessness, 'and was able to forget himself and to
pray for his friends, men the Lord turned the captivity
of Job," and gave' him twice as much in the Way of
earthly blessing as he had before. And sb we see the

end of the Lord in the history of this almost unique
man, but let us never forget that the Lord saw the end

from the beginning, and ever had the blessing and
welfare of His servant in .view. It is interesting to notice
that almost mid-way between the first and the last chapters
of the book of Job, these beautiful words are recorded,

But He knoweth the way that I take: when He hath
tried nze, I shall come forth as gold" (chapter xxiii. 10).
How great a source of comfort these words have been to
many of God's tried and afflicted saints it is impossible to
estimate. All things work together for good."
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CHAPTER V.

THE JEWS IN THE DAYS OF
MORDECAI.

ING AHASUERAS had quarrelled with his wife,
turned her out of doors, and refused to have any-
thing more to do with her. Esther, Mordecai's

niece, was chosen in her stead. To commemorate this
event a feast was made, called Esther's feast, and whilst
these festivities were in progress, or shortly afterwards,
a seemingly small incident transpired, the result of which
was extraordinarily far-reaching. Mordecai was sitting
in the king's gate when he overheard a conspiracy on
the part of t',vo of the king's chamberlains who sought

the king's hurt. Word was despatched to Esther, who
informed the king, who punished the offenders and had
the event chronicled in Mordecai's name.

About this time Haman the Agagite, one of the •cruellest
haters of the Jews mentioned in the Bible, was promoted
in the kingdom, so that all the king's servants bowed
down and reverenced him, an exhibition of obsequiousness

. which strongly appealed to his proud heart and swollen
head. Mordecai, however, refused to participate in this
hero-worship, and when Haman noticed that he was so
thoroughly enraged that he determined not only to destroy
Mordecai, but also all the' Jews in the kingdom. The
arrangements for the accomplishment of this diabolical act
were made carefully and deliberately, but God was at the
helm guiding the ship through the troubled waters, and
overruling the various details for the safety and joy of
His people.

The lot was cast to decide the exact day of the great
slaughter. It was cast in the first month, Nisan, and it
fell on the thirteenth day o/ the last month, Adar, so
that

COD HAD NEARLY TWELVE MONTHS
IN WHICH TO WORK

on behalf of the terror-Btricken Jews. The king's
permission was cunningly and wickedly secured by Haman,
and letters were despa tched to every province to destroy
all Jews, young and old, little children and
women, on the day appointed. Little wonder that the
city Shushan was perplexed."

Mordecai, upon hearing the dreadful news, at once sent
word to Esther to intervene on behalf of her people, and
when Esther at first refused, he warned her that if she
held her peace it would be at her own peril, adding twe
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significant words, And who lenoweth whether thou art
comc into tic kingdom for such a time as this ? Upon

this, Esther, taking her life in her hand, and with the
ever-memorable words on her lips, 'C If I. Perish, I perish,"
enters the royal presence, and although she had not been
into the inner court for thirty days, she obtained favour

in the king's sight, and requested that both the king and
Haman should attend a banquet which she had prepared.
This request was at once granted, and when the feast

was held Esther expressed a further desire that the king
and his prime minister should attend a spcond banquet on

the morrow.

Now these two feasts form an important feature of

this fascinating story, as we shall see. Haman went forth

in high glee, and boasted before his wife and frien#
of his riches, his children, his standing in the kingdom,
and the esteem in which he thought the queen held 'himn
but, he said, all' this availeth me nothing so long/ as I

see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate." A •
solution of the problem was at once forthcoming, namely,

that a gallows, fifty cubits in height, should be reared,
and permission obtained from the king to hang Mordecai
thereon, so that Haman might attend the banquet with

his mind free from all anxiety.
Humanly speaking, things looked exceedingly black

for Mordecai and his kinsmen. When the lot was cast,
God had eleven months in which to work. for His people,
but now it was necessary for something to be done within

a few hours if Mordecai's life was to be saved. Can
God work as effectively in a few hours as He can in
eleven months? Yes, He can—

AND HE DID.
Shall we endeavour to picture the various happenings

during that eventful night and early morning just revious
to the intended execution of the queen's uncle. (1) The
king could not sleep. (2) I-le commanded to have the
records of the kingdom read before him. (8) He heard
that Mordecai had saved his life when Bigthana and
Teresh sought to lay hands on him. (4) He asked (what
reward had been given to Mordecai for this noble act,
and was told that nothing had been done for him. (5)
He asked who was in the court, and was informed that
Haman was there (the prime minister had arrived early
to obtain the royal permission to hang Mordecai).
commanded llaman to appear before him. (7) He asked
[laman what should be done to the man whom the king
delighted to honour, and, in answering this interrogation,
Haman (assuming that the king was undoubtedly referring
to himself) suggested a glorious display of regal splendour
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and dignity. (8) 110 commanded his arrogant prime
minister to do au that he had snid to Mordecai the Jew,
and to do it quickly (Esther vi.).

After heaping all this glory upon Mordecai, Haman
hasted to his house mourning, humbled to the very dust.
Ile had sadder tale to tell his wife and friends this
time, and whilst they were talking he was summoned to
Esther's second banquet. At this feast Esther divulged
the dastardly plot, adding, the adversary and enemy is
this wicked I-laman." The result was that Haman was
han that morning on the very gallows he had prepared
for fordecai, so wonderfully and rapidly had God worked
in making gloriously possible what seemed to be so
utterly impossible.

Bin •even now the sky was by no means clear, because,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians the king's•
decree, which was prompted by Haman, was bound to be
carried out. How did God order this ? •

BY RAVING HAMAN'S AUTHORITY
TRANSFERRED TO MORDECAI.

Accordingly, letters were despatched to all parts of the
kingdom, authorizing the Jews to stand together for their
life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish all the
power of their enemies upon that momentous day in their
history, the thirteenth of the month Adar. What a
tremendous change was thus wrought! The Jews had
light, and gladn•ess, and joy, and honour, and what was
even more remarkable still, many of the people of the
land became Jews, for the fear of the Jews fell upon

At last the historic day arrived, which ended' in a
glorious and complete victory wpn by the Jews, aided, of
course, by the enormous power exercised by Mordecai,
for the fear of him fell upon the rulers, lieutenants and
offcers of the king, who all helped the Jews to gain the
day. This wonderful victory, this crowning mercy, was
commemorated by a feast called the feast of Purim,".
which is kept to this very day by God's ancient peopld.

Thus we see wheels within wheels ever revolving, and
purposes within purposes ever unfolding in this extra-

ordinarily thrilling story. God worked on behalf of His
people in a Way which He alone could have devised.

He is the same wonder-working Jehovah . to-day. Our
diffculties are, after all, only opportunities for Him to
solve them, and as we cultivate the beautiful habit of
acknowledging Him in all our ways, we shall find by
experience that cogstantly directing our paths,
and working all things together or our good and 'or
His own eternal gk'ry. E NEST BARKER.
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